
April 2011 • icl.coop

High schools hooked
on new IHSA events

AAAAAAAAppppppprrrriiiillllll 22222222000000001111111111111111 ••••• iiiiccclll..ccoooooopppppp

Electric 
Cooperative’s

Your 



Contact a GeoComfort geothermal dealer in your area or visit www.geocomfort.com to learn more.

Win a freeGeoComfort geothermal heat pump in the  Live ComfortablySweepstakes. Register online atwww.geocomfort.com

Savings, comfort, peace of mind. 
A GeoComfort geothermal system will reduce monthly heating and cooling bills 
by up to 70% over conventional systems.

Altamont 
R & H Plumbing & Htg Inc.
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Alto Pass
McCann & Sons 
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Bratcher Heating & A/C 
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bratchercomfort.com
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Climate Company
618-526-2135
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Champaign
Jesse Heating & A/C
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LD Mechanical 
Contractors
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Engel Heating & Cooling  
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Kuchefski Heating & A/C
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Jesse Heating & A/C
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Divernon
Weidner Refrigeration
217-628-3400
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KCH Mechanical Inc
217-347-5755

Farina
Whitt Sales & Service, Inc.
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South Side Hardware
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Greenville
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Hamel
Ernst Heating & Cooling
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Rightnowar HVAC
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Fowler Heating & Cooling
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Marissa
Neal’s Heating & Cooling
618-295-3402

Okawville
Weeke Sales & Service
618-243-5333
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Bratcher Heating & A/C
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bratchercomfort.com

Quincy
Keck Heating & A/C
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Stevens Heating & A/C
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Robinson
Williams Heating 
Cooling Electric
618-544-2922

Rushville
Davis Electric
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Plumbing & Heating
815-646-4481

Keocuk, IOWA
William J. Kraus & Son
319-524-3714
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Commentary

Co-op members upgrade effi  ciency and save 20 million kWh

HomE program invests $2.5 million

John Freitag is the vice 
president of  operations 
for the Association 
of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives,
jfreitag@aiec.coop,
217-241-7973,
www.aiec.coop.

Electric cooperative members 
and co-op member services 

professionals continue to make 
the HomE program the most suc-
cessful residen tial energy effi  ciency 
 program in downstate Illinois 
 history. By working together through 
the statewide  organization, the 
Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives (AIEC), electric 
co-ops have accessed $2.5 million 
in ARRA (American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act) funding.
 Th ese funds have been used to 
provide rebates to cooperative mem-
bers who make residential energy 
effi  ciency upgrades that are approved 
for HomE by their local co-op 
energy professionals. Th is program 
started last May. In the nine months 
fol lowing that startup, the results have 
been nothing short of spectacular. 
All 25 AIEC member-cooperatives 
participated in HomE, stretching the 
program from Galena to Golconda. 
 Th e HomE process begins with 
a home energy assessment. A co-op 
representative visits the member’s 
home and provides recommendations 
on how to improve the home’s energy 
effi  ciency. To date, more than 2,600 of 
these energy assessments have been 
completed.
 Of these 2,600 members, more 
than 2,100 of them have made home 
improvements that will save them 
lots of energy and dollars in the 
future - while often qualifying the 
member for a rebate of up to $1,500. 
Th rough mid-February, HomE has 
helped almost 450 co-op members to 
upgrade the insulation in their homes. 
Insulation and lighting are probably 
the most simple and cost eff ective 
energy effi  ciency measures that people 
can do in their homes.
 More than 1,800 co-op members 
have upgraded their home’s heating 

and/or cooling system through this 
program. Every one of these upgrades 
means an energy effi  ciency improve-
ment of at least 20 percent for the 
homeowner. But some will do much 
better than that. 
 Nearly 1,000 of these mem-
bers have upgraded to a very high 
 effi  ciency air-source heat pump, or 
ultra-high effi  ciency geothermal heat 
pump system for their homes. In 
many of these cases, the member was 
replacing an old traditional propane 
furnace and central air system … 
where the gas furnace was 80 percent 
effi  cient, or perhaps less, and the 
cooling system was old and relatively 
ineffi  cient. Th e new air-source heat 
pumps provide 200-plus percent 
effi  ciency, or doubling the energy 
 effi  ciency of the heating/cooling 
 system. For those members installing 
geothermal, the effi  ciency levels of the 
new equipment is 350-400 percent.
 Th e energy effi  ciency improvements 
for the individual cooperative member 
are solid and real. Home comfort is 
improved, and cost of home opera-
tion is reduced. And when we com-
bine every one of those individual 

HomE projects together, the energy 
 effi  ciency upgrades are staggering 
and eye  opening. Th e old advice 
about “every little bit counts,” really 
applies to HomE.
 We anticipate that when the 
 program wraps up later this year, 
co-op members across the state will 
save more than the equivalent of 20 
million kilowatt hours of electricity 
a year … every year going forward. 
Th is equals the output of a small 
wind farm, or small electric power 
plant. Along with the energy savings 
from these improvements, more than 
5,000 metric tons of carbon dioxide 
will stay out of the atmosphere every 
year because of the HomE upgrades.

 HomE is helping to incent the 
best kind of renewable energy of 
all - energy that is saved and doesn’t 
have to be produced in the fi rst place. 
Energy effi  ciency saves  valuable 
resources, helps the environment 
and - helps keep money in co-op 
 members’ pockets every month.
 Have you been thinking about mak-
ing energy effi  ciency improvements 
to your home? If so, now’s the time to 
contact your local co-op. Federal tax 
credits for residential energy effi  ciency 
continue on in 2011, and combining 
these incentives with HomE should be 
just the push to make improvements 
now rather than waiting until “one of 
these days” rolls around.
 For more information, contact one 
of the energy professionals at your 
local electric cooperative.



For deep savings on your energy bills, look no further than your 
own backyard. With a ClimateMaster Heating and Cooling 
System, you get a 30% tax credit and can save more than half on 
your energy bill. ClimateMaster uses geothermal energy to tap 
the constant temperature of the Earth, keeping your home 
comfortable year-round. Best of all, a new system usually pays 
for itself in about five years and is a cleaner choice for the 
environment. If you’re ready to uncover extra cash each month, 
visit climatemaster.com. 

DIG HERE,
SAVE THOUSANDS.

An underground loop system and the constant 
temperature of the Earth combine to create a 
comfortable climate in your home.
 climatemaster.com

30% TAX CREDIT

CUT ENERGY BILL IN HALF

FINANCING AVAILABLE

Auburn, IL
Lonnie L Winn 
Heating & Cooling

217-438-1235

Bloomington, IL
Pro-Air
309-452-3415

Carbondale, IL
Jacobs Air 
 Conditioning & 
Heating, Inc.

618-529-2989

Champaign, IL
Lanz Heating & 
Cooling

217-202-6858

Divernon, IL
Weidner 
Refrigeration

217-628-3400

Dubuque, IA
All Season’s  Heating 
&  Cooling, Inc.

563-582-2584

Effi ngham, IL
Merz Heating & A/C
217-342-2323

Griggsville, IL
B-K Electric Inc.
217-833-2488

Jacksonville, IL
Brennan Sheet 
Metal

217-245-7181

Jerseyville, IL
Vanausdoll Heating 
& Cooling

618-498-4349

Marion, IL
Ponder Service, Inc.
618-977-8900

Paxton, IL
L & R Heating & 
Cooling, Inc.

217-379-3191

Pekin, IL
Central Heating & 
A/C

309-696-9080

Sugar Grove, IL
TRICO Mechanical
630-466-3662

Taylorville, IL
Yard Heating & 
Cooling

217-824-4737

Villa Grove, IL
R C Plumbing & 
Heating

217-832-9744

Watseka, IL
R&M Electric
815-432-4062
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Currents NEWS - LEGISLATION - TRENDS - RESEARCH

Hopkins testifi es before Congressional
committee on EPA regulation impact
 In February, Congressman 
John Shimkus (R, Illinois-19) 
invited Leonard Hopkins, the Fuel 
Procurement and Compliance 
Manager of Southern Illinois Power 
Cooperative based in rural Marion, 
to testify before the House Energy 
and Commerce Subcommittee on 
Environment and the Economy. 
Shimkus is chairman of that 
subcommittee.

“We want to discuss how govern-
ment regulations hurt the economy 
and cause job losses and higher prices 
for consumers,” Shimkus said. “We did 
not ever hold the EPA  accountable in 
the last Congress for the actions they 
take that are harmful.”
 At the hearing entitled, 
“Environmental Regulations, 
the Economy and Jobs,” held on 
February 15, Hopkins said proposed 
coal combustion residue regulation 
was a  serious threat to the cost of 
power and that it would virtually 
destroy the industries and jobs that 
recycle the coal ash by products.
 Hopkins testifi ed, “Southern 
Illinois Power Cooperative has 
been utilizing its coal combustion 
by products in  benefi cial ways for over 
20 years. Roof shingle sand, abrasive 

products, mine reclamation, cement 
and fer tilizer blends are all examples 
of ways our coal combustion residues 
are recycled into benefi cial products 
for society. Southern Illinois Power 
is concerned that placing the label of 
hazardous on coal combustion residue 
will place the same stigma on all coal 
combustion byproducts, and eff ec-
tively end the possibility of recycling 
such materials.”
 Hopkins said the proposed EPA 

regulation would cost co-op members 
a minimum of an additional $11 mil-
lion per year, or about 25 percent of 
the co-op’s current annual fuel budget. 
We serve an area of the state that has 
up to 15 percent unemployment,” 
said Hopkins. “In cases where small 
 businesses like SIPC are aff ected, 
EPA is obliged to pursue the least 
costly approach in order to mitigate 
impacts on facilities that can least 
aff ord them.” 

EPA regulation could cost 1.4 million jobs
 At a hearing before the U.S. House of Representatives 
Energy and Commerce Subcommittee in March, Mike 
Carey, Ohio Coal Association President, said the EPA 
has not performed a comprehensive economic analy-
sis of its numerous green house gas regulations. He said 
a recent analysis by the American Council for Capital 
Formation concluded that uncertainty caused by EPA’s 
green house gas regulations could, by 2014, result in the loss 
of $25-75 billion in investment in the economy and that 
this could result in the loss of 476,000-1.4 million jobs.
 Carey said, “Without legislation to stop the USEPA 

from regulating greenhouse gases, we will see over 77 
percent of all coal mining jobs in America disappear by 
2030, per three independent studies. Electricity prices 
will increase, and our manufacturing base will continue its 
migration to other parts of the world.”
 Carey said energy solutions are clearly on the minds of 
all Americans as we observe the unsettling developments in 
the Middle East. “We must adamantly oppose the Obama 
USEPA’s trying to impose regulations after they have failed 
to legislatively pass a fatally fl awed cap and trade program,” 
he said. 

6 • Illinois Country Living • www.icl.coop 



Illinois Country Living • April 2011 • 7

Currents

Traveling co-op energy display wins MEEA award
If walls could talk, as the saying goes, 

this particular one would have a lot of 
stories to tell. In fact, it does tell one 
specifi c tale over and over: How the 
average homeowner can save real cash.

Th e Energy Effi  ciency Display, 
an idea spawned by Brian Kumer of 
Th ermal Imaging Services, Inc. and 
developed again for Prairie Power, 
Inc. in Jacksonville, has become a 
 cooperative show-and-tell item at 
co-op annual meetings in Illinois and 
across the country. Th e displays have 
helped educate 400,000  consumers. 
Although large, the model is not 
 complicated. It is intended to give 
members some simple ideas for  making 
their homes more energy effi  cient.
 Th e exposure did not go unnoticed 
by the Midwest Energy Effi  ciency 
Alliance. In January the wall received 
the 2011 Inspiring Effi  ciency 
Marketing Award by MEEA. 

Th e displays are intended to be 
interactive with real-world construc-
tion and effi  ciency items. Th e displays 
demon strate how outside air infi ltrates 
the living area, by using a blower to 
push air in through common problem 
areas in the walls, such as uncaulked 
seams and un insulated can lights. Th e 

Tim Frick, Marketing Representative for Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative, uses 

the energy wall display to help a homeowner understand that little things can make 

a big diff erence.

display also showcases various types of 
energy effi  cient insulation and lighting.
 Th e original goal was to make the 
two walls available for display at the 
annual meetings of Prairie Power’s 
distribution cooperatives. However, 
in the year since their construction, 
the walls have been displayed at more 
than 40 events across the nation, 

including the Illinois State Fair, the 
Sunbelt Expo in Moultrie, Georgia, 
and in the halls of the United States 
Senate for a presentation on behalf of 
national energy effi  ciency legislation.
 “It’s evolved into something 
we’re hauling all over the country,” 
says Greg Nieman, Director of 
Administrative Services at PPI. 

Governor Quinn requests federal
assistance for February winter storm 
 Governor Pat Quinn sent a formal request to President Barack Obama asking that 60 counties be declared 
federal disaster areas, in order to help local governments recover from the major blizzard and winter storm that 
impacted much of Illinois in early February. Several co-ops suff ered multi-million dollar storm damage and 
have applied for FEMA funds. State and local government expenses related to storm response and recovery are 
estimated to be more than $64 million.
 “Record snowfall and dangerous ice from this major winter storm created signifi cant challenges for local 
govern ments earlier this month”, said Governor Quinn. 
 In the letter to President Obama, Governor Quinn requested that 60 counties receive federal reimbursement 
for extraordinary storm-related expenses, including emergency protective measures, debris removal and perma-
nent repair of damages to government-owned facilities and electrical cooperatives. If approved, local govern-
ment entities could receive reimbursement for 75 percent of their eligible storm-related expenses. 
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Census data starts the political redistricting process
 Th e Census Bureau has 
released 2010 census data, 
which starts the process of 
redrawing the state’s legislative 
and congressional districts. Th is 
process will have implications 
on the partisan make up of 
the General Assembly for the 
next decade and can make or 
break a politician’s future. Th e 
Democrats control both cham-
bers of the General Assembly 
and the governor’s offi  ce, but in 
2001 the Republican’s had the 
majority in the Senate and the 
governor’s offi  ce.
 Although Illinois grew 3.3 
percent since 2000, the new map 
will also likely indicate a reduc-
tion of one congressional district 
for the state. And while most 
downstate counties lost popula-
tion as expected, sur prisingly 
there was population loss in 
many Cook County  districts. In 
fact Chicago decreased by 6.9 
percent since the 2000 Census.
 Th e process is politically 
charged and can drag on for 
months and undergo court 
 challenges. Eff orts to change the 
system stalled earlier this year.
 In addition to redistricting 
the Census data impacts how 
$400 billion per year for projects 
like new hospitals and schools 
is divided up. It is used to make 
decisions on community services, 
grants and other funding. 

Currents NEWS - LEGISLATION - TRENDS - RESEARCH

Electric generation up in 2010
 Net power generation increased 4.3 percent in 2010 as 
compared to 2009, according to the U.S. Department of 
Energy’s (DOE) Energy Information Administration (EIA).
 Natural gas-fi red generation showed the largest increase,
growing by 6.6 percent over 2009. Coal-fi red generation
increased 5.4 percent and nuclear generation increased by
1 percent. Natural gas made up almost 24 percent of the fuel
mix in 2010 and coal-fi red generation made up 45 percent.

Hydropower was the only generation source to take a dip during
2010, and was down 6 percent compared to the  previous year.
 Residential sales of electricity were up 6.3 percent. Th e
 average retail price of electricity for residential consumers was
up slightly, by 0.6 percent, from 11.51 to 11.58 cents per kWh.
 Th e overall increase in generation is likely due to a slight 
economic rebound and an increase in total cooling degree-
days by 18.9 percent. 
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TOGETHERWESAVE.COM

What ’s  on  your  spr ing  clean ing l i s t?  Be sure  to  in-

clude chang ing out  your  furnace f i l te r, clear ing  dust 

f rom the  dr yer  vent  and hose and re f r igera tor  gr i l l , 

clear ing  debr is  away f rom the  a i r  cond i t ioner  or  hea t 

pump and making sure  your  a i r  ducts  are  clean. I t 

w i l l  be  the  f i rs t  t ime spr ing  clean ing has  ever  pa id 

you back!  Find  out  how s imple  th ings  you do  can add 

up a t  www.togetherwesave.com.

Spring cleaning with a payback!
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High schools hooked on new IHSA events
By Les O’Dell

 When Teutopolis High School senior Josh 

Koester fi rst heard about a new opportunity to 

represent his school in competition, he went for it, 

hook, line and sinker. 

Literally.
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Koester is among the thousands 
of Illinois high school students 

who have taken the bait and taken to 
the state’s lakes over the past three 
years to compete in bass fi shing 
events organized by the Illinois High 
School Association.
 Just like student-athletes on the 
football fi eld or basketball court and 
scholars who compete in music or 
debate, these students represent their 
schools and communities with an 
opportunity to be state champions.

 “It means I can do something 
with the same meaning and the same 
trophy as other students,” Koester 
says. “It’s getting to do something for 
school that I never thought I would be 
able to do, and now I am doing it.”
 Representatives of the IHSA say 
one of the benefi ts of high school bass 
fi shing is that it involves students who 
often shy away from competitions.
 “Th e thing we found about 
bass fi shing is that it appeals to an 
entirely diff erent part of our school’s 

population than our other activities 
and athletic events, and that’s been 
very exciting,” explains Kurt Gibson, 
Associate Executive Director of the 
IHSA. “Th ere are students all around 
the state who want to be involved in 
outdoor activities, and this has really 
struck a positive chord with them.”
 Th e idea for fi shing as an IHSA 
activity was championed by Dave 
Gannaway of the IHSA and 
Terry Brown of the Normal-based 
Wired2Fish.com, a national media 
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company that focuses on fi shing. It’s 
only appropriate that the two fl oated 
ideas during a daylong fi shing outing.
 “We talked about how IHSA activi-
ties were missing a lot of kids, includ-
ing my own sons and daughters,” 
Brown recalls. “Th ey love the outdoors, 
but aren’t ‘stick-and-ball’ kids.”
 After a series of proposals and 
discussions within the IHSA board 
and member schools Illinois became 
the fi rst state to off er bass fi shing as a 
sanctioned activity for the 2008 – 2009 
school year. “A lot of athletic directors 
thought we were nuts,” he says. Th e 
plan was to hold 18 sectional tourna-
ments, with top fi nishers advancing to 
a state championship at Carlyle Lake. 
Gibson says the association hoped to 
attract 100 teams. Twice that number 
entered.
 “It exceeded our expectations by 
far. We didn’t know what we’d get 
into, but we had schools from down-
town Chicago all the way to the 
farthest tips of Illinois. We even have 
had an all-girls team participate in 
the state tournament.”
 Th is year, close to 225 schools and 

more than 3,000 students are expected 
to fi sh in 19 sectional tournaments 
throughout the state. Fifteen of those 
students will be from Illini West High 
School in Carthage. Th e school won 
the 2010 state championship.
 “Th is is something that gives oppor-
tunities to kids that don’t want to go 
out for typical sports, yet who want to 
be ‘Illini West’ and be part of a team,” 
Harold Northup says. He teaches 
industrial technology at the school and 
serves as the volunteer fi shing coach. 
He says as a new school – the result of 
consolidation in 2008 – bass fi shing 
has helped build community.
 “It’s been good for our school. At 
this point, we’re very proud that we 
have three state championships: two in 
football and this one in bass fi shing.”
 Northup adds that being competi-
tive in what many see as a leisurely 
pastime takes a great deal of eff ort. 
Th at means yes, his team practices.
 “We’ll start with working on casting 
indoors and go from there,” he says. 
“We work on casting techniques with 
diff erent types of rods and reels or 
spinning outfi ts. Some of our practices 

include ‘game fi lms’ of actual tourna-
ments to give the students an idea of 
what to expect. Plus we talk about 
baits and lake structure and how to 
fi sh in diff erent types of conditions.”
 He says once the weather turns nice, 
his squad takes to the boats and com-
pete among themselves.
 “People don’t realize that there is so 
much to it, but there’s a lot of tech-
nique behind it because there are so 
many variables. It’s not just going out 
on a boat, taking out a rod and catch-
ing fi sh. It can be very diffi  cult.”
 Koester says he and his fellow 
anglers even like to try out the sec-
tional-site lakes in advance. He calls it 
“pre-fi shing” a tournament lake.
 Many of the high schools are get-
ting help from local fi shing clubs, 
Brown explains. He says area anglers 
share tips and techniques with the 
students. Some even serve as volunteer 
boat captains for competitions.
 Th e tournaments use a format 
similar to professional fi shing com-
petitions. Two students from a school 
take to the lake along with an adult 
captain, who drives the boat and can 
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off er advice, but cannot assist the 
anglers in any way. Schools can enter 
up to two pairs each, in boats that are 
often on loan from parents or fi shing 
clubs. Each team can present up to fi ve 
fi sh at the end-of-the-day weigh-in, 
with the largest combined 
catch winning.  Awards 
also are given for the larg-
est single fi sh caught and 
there is a separate casting 
competition.
 Even when the fi sh are 
not biting, the students 
are benefi ting.
 “Getting kids in boats changes 
them,” Brown adds. “Th e have better 
attitudes and they begin to get better 
grades – they have to in order to fi sh. 
Th at’s a side benefi t of all of this.”
 Students aren’t the only winners 
when it comes to bass fi shing. Brown 
says that the state tournament brings 
a boost to the economy of Carlyle and 
other communities are jumping on 
board to host high school fi shing events. 
 After seeing the success of the 
Illinois program, other states have 

started high school fi shing programs, 
too. Some universities have started 
teams, complete with scholarships 
for participants.
 Professional angler Chad 
Morgenthaler of Coulterville, who 

competes on the national FLW 
Outdoors tour, says the IHSA pro-
gram is also helping Illinois gain a 
reputation for fi shing. 
 “Illinois is not necessarily known for 
its fi sheries, but we’ve got some great 
fi shing here and this program is help-
ing create awareness. In fact, we have 
more professionals on the FLW tour 
from Illinois than ever before.”
 He says there are other benefi ts to 
high school fi shing.
 “I can tell in my day-to-day 

interactions that the program is edu-
cating young people to become bet-
ter anglers and promoting the family 
activities of the outdoors,” he explains. 
“Th is certainly guarantees the future of 
our sport. It works to grow the aware-

ness of all aspects of fi sh-
ing. Th ey are learning how 
to become better anglers, 
and in conservation – how 
to protect our fi sheries and 
waters; there are lots of 
great things being taught.”
  Brown says he’s 
very proud of what’s grown 

from a fi shing boat conversation a few 
years ago.
 “We’ve set a precedent that high 
school fi shing could be viable and we 
broke new ground. If I have a legacy, 
this is it: to know that these kids 
maybe never would have been involved 
in anything else in high school and to 
now see them compete at the highest 
level. How do you come up with a bet-
ter story than that?”
 Th e answer is, you can’t.
 And that’s no fi sh story. 

“ … we’re very proud that we have 

three state championships: two in 

football and this one in bass fi shing.”fffffffffffo
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Safety & Health

Have a great ride but make sure everyone follows safety rules

ATV safety tips to live by

Ken Macken is Manger of 
Safety and Loss Control 
for the Association 
of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives, 
kmacken@aiec.coop, 
217-241-7933.

It seems like everywhere you look 
these days most everyone on the 

farm is using all terrain vehicles – 
ATVs. On my father-in-law’s farm 
there are three ATVs that we use each 
time we visit them in Oklahoma. Th ey 
are extremely popular on the farm and 
for hunters and even some electric 
co-ops use them for special jobs. But as 
with so many things, ATVs can also be 
very dangerous and the need for safety 
with these vehicles is paramount.
 More and more these days, riders of 
ATVs are injured or even killed when 
their ATV wrecks. Safety equipment 
and proper training is especially impor-
tant for teenagers or in-experienced 
operators. Teenagers are especially less 
likely to practice safe conduct while 
operating ATVs and one mistake can 
lead to a lifetime of paralysis.
 Keep in mind that Quad/ATVs are 
just as dangerous as cars, motorcycles, 
trucks, or sport utility vehicles, so 
only operate them using the proper 
techniques, safety equipment and 
 procedures. Although ATVs can 
 provide a fun way to spend time in 
the great outdoors, many riders forget 
how dangerous they can be.
 Simply follow these practical safety 
tips when riding any Quad/ATV, to 
get the best possible experience from 
your machine, and to keep you as safe 
as you can possibly be:
 1. Only drivers over the age of 16 
should operate an ATV alone.
 2. Always wear protective gear 
including a seat belt.
 Just like operating a motorcycle or 
bike, riding a Quad/ATV requires you 
use proper protective gear. ALWAYS 
wear a helmet. Most serious or fatal 
accidents occur when the rider is not 
wearing a helmet and falls on his or 
her head. A helmet may not be the 
most stylish accessory, but they can 
literally save your life. Also, since most 

riders operate Quad/ATVs in wooded 
environments, be sure to wear proper 
eye protection, as a rock, branch, or 
even a bug can fl y into your eye and 
cause damage. Furthermore, be sure to 
wear boots and gloves to protect your 
hands and feet while operating the 
Quad/ATV. 
 3. Only one rider per vehicle.
 ATVs are designed for only one 
rider at a time (unless otherwise 
stated). Since you have to  manipulate 
your weight in order to control the 
vehicle, two riders on a vehicle is 
incredibly dangerous! Also, the Quad/
ATV may be unable to successfully 
hold the combined weight of two 
riders, making it less stable and more 
apt to roll over. Finally, having an 
additional rider can distract the driver 
from the task of properly operating 
the vehicle
 4. Ride Quads/ATVs in  appropriate 
settings.
 When it comes to where to ride 
your Quad/ATV, ensure you choose a 
proper setting. Avoid roads and streets, 
since Quad/ATVs are not designed 
nor intended to be driven on concrete 
or asphalt with larger cars and trucks. 
Also, avoid improper terrain that may 
encourage the Quad/ATV to roll over 
due to instability in the ground. 
 5. Do not speed.
 ATVs are designed to go a certain 
speed safely. Increasing the speed — 
especially through certain  terrains 
— decreases your control and the 
vehicle’s stability, making you more 
prone to have an accident. Avoid 
larger loose rocks and the slopes of 
hills, these can cause the ATV/Quad 
to fl ip over unexpectedly and could 
trap you under the machine. 
 6. Do not operate a Quad/ATV 
impaired.
 Many adults fi nd themselves 
tempted to operate a Quad/ATV 

while under the infl uence of drugs 
or alcohol. Even over the counter or 
prescrip tion medications can impair 
your reaction time, thinking process, 
and judgment, so be sure to avoid 
operating an ATV during this time. 
Just like drinking and driving, alcohol 
and Quad/ATV driving does not mix. 
 7. Carry a communication device 
with you at all times.
 Quad/ATV riders should be sure 
to carry a mobile phone or walkie-
talkie with them at all times so that 
they can call for help in the event of 
an  emergency. Th is is especially true 
if you are riding alone, which is not 
encouraged. Whenever you plan to 
ride your Quad/ATV, you should 
either have another individual with 
you or notify someone of where you 
are going and when you plan to return.
 8. For God sake use common 
sense.
 Th is fi nal safety tip is by far the 
best. Your common sense can carry 
you a long way, especially involving 
your safety.
 Look about you, remember your 
surroundings, know how far from 
other people/riders you are, be con-
stantly aware of your riding area, this 
could just save your or someone else’s 
life. ATVs are awesome machines and 
can be so helpful in so many diff erent 
settings. Let’s be smart as to who uses 
them and how they are used. With 
privilege comes responsibility and that 
is even true in what we drive.
 Have a safe ride!



Advertisement

(SPECIAL) - Hydrogen peroxide is 
trusted by every hospital and emergency 
room in the country for its remarkable 
ability to kill deadly germs like E. coli. 
In fact, it has attracted so much interest 
from doctors that over 6000 articles about 
it have appeared in scientific publications 
around the world. 

Research has discovered that hydrogen 
peroxide enables your immune system to 
function properly and fight infection and 
disease. Doctors have found it can shrink 
tumors and treat allergies, Alzheimer’s, 
asthma, clogged arteries, diabetes, digestive 
problems and migraine headaches.

Smart consumers nationwide are also 
discovering there are hundreds of health 
cures and home remedy uses for hydrogen 
peroxide. A new book called The Magic 
of Hydrogen Peroxide is now available 
that tells you exactly how to use hydrogen 
peroxide by itself... and mixed with 
simple everyday kitchen items... to make 
liniments, rubs, lotions, soaks and tonics 
that treat a wide variety of ailments. 

It contains tested and proven health 
cures that do everything from relieving 
chronic pain to making age spots go 
away. You’ll be amazed to see how a little 
hydrogen peroxide mixed with a pinch of 
this or that from your cupboard can:

and heal gingivitis 

sores

bites 

An Ounce of Hydrogen Peroxide 
is Worth a Pound of Cure

Besides killing E. coli, hydrogen 
peroxide also destroys botulism, salmonella 
and other harmful organisms. It works 
by making viruses and bacteria self-
destruct on the cellular level. Amazingly, 
for something so powerful, hydrogen 
peroxide is safe. That’s because after it 
makes germs self-destruct, hydrogen 
peroxide breaks down into harmless 
water.

The Magic of Hydrogen Peroxide book 
is a valuable health improvement treasure 
that also shows you how to make tons of 
household cleaners that work better and 
more economically than expensive store-
bought products. It’s a safe powerful 
alternative to harsh chemical cleaners. 
Discover easy-to-make formulas that:

utensils

grout and linoleum gleam

curtains 

and dentures

restore brightness and color to 

mirrors

tennis shoes, etc.

The Magic of Hydrogen Peroxide 
contains many more amazing health 
remedies, cleaning formulas and gardening 
mixtures. In addition, it also gives you  
a list of qualified physicians who use 
hydrogen peroxide in their practices to 
treat serious ailments. Also included 
FREE with each book are useful tips and 
home remedy formulas using vinegar, 
garlic baking soda and teas.

To get your copy of The Magic of 
Hydrogen Peroxide direct from the pub-
lisher at the special introductory price of 
$19.95 plus $3.98 shipping and handling 
(total of $23.93, OH residents please add 
6% sales tax) simply do this:

Write “Hydrogen Peroxide” on a piece 
of paper and mail it along with your check 
or money order payable to: James Direct, 
Inc., Dept HP169, 500 S. Prospect Ave., 
Box 980, Hartville, Ohio 44632.

You can charge to your Visa, MasterCard, 
Discover or American Express by mail. 
Be sure to include your card number, 
expiration date and signature.

Want to save even more? Do a favor 
for a relative or friend and order two 
books for only $30 postpaid.

Remember, you’re protected by our 
90-day money back guarantee. If you’re 
not happy, for any reason, we’ll refund 
your money. Simple as that.

 You will also receive 
a copy of the handy booklet “How To 
Grow, Dry, Use & Prepare Herbs” as our 
gift to you. Even if you return the book, it 
is yours to keep with no obligation.

Hurry! Supplies are limited so you 
must act now.

http://www.jamesdirect.com
©2011 JDI HP106S
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David Robson is Extension 
Specialist, Pesticide Safety 
for the University of Illinois. 
drobson@illinois.edu

Yard & Garden

Start by planting cool season fl owers and vegetables

Getting dirt under your fi ngernails

Winter roared through Illinois 
this year. Cabin fever brings 

about an itch to haul out the spades, 
hoes and shovels with visits to the 
garden centers and nurseries.
 You could argue that April’s 
weather is all over the board, from the 
potential of snow and sleet to sunny 
and bright 70 to 80 degree days that 
cause convertible cars to lose their 
tops and shorts to come out of the 
closets.
 Since inconsistency is April’s motto, 
it’s easy to get swept up with warm 
weather and the “Ah, I can get in the 
garden and plant” mentality, thinking 
you can get a jump on the tomatoes, 
peppers, marigolds, geraniums and 
other plants.
 Reality slaps you in the face, 
though. In this case, reality is the lack 
of uniform temperatures. Th e good 
news, though, is that it doesn’t prevent 
you from putting some plants in.
 Th e main plants are the ones 
that can tolerate the fl uctuating 
 temperatures. Typically they’re called 
cool-season plants, compared to those 
that demand warm temperatures such 
as tomatoes, cucumbers, marigolds 
and impatiens.
 Cool season crops can generally 
tolerate some colder conditions. A 
severe freeze in the high teens to low 
20s may knock them back, but tem-
peratures in the high 20s probably 
won’t aff ect them.
 Th ere are more cool season 
 vegetables than cool season fl owers, 
but there are enough of both to satisfy 
anyone with that burning desire to get 
dirt under their fi ngernails.
 Cool season vegetables include 
lettuce, spinach, mustard and tur-
nip greens and radishes. All can be 
planted by seed. Potatoes can also 
be planted, but a warmer drier soil is 
preferred.

 With the fi rst group, since you are 
starting by seeds, the ground dries 
quicker to prevent rot. With potatoes, 
either hill the soil into mounds or add 
lots of organic matter to allow the 
potato pieces to grow.
 Many of the cole crops, which are 
not related to Nat King, Natalie or Ol’ 
King, can also be stuck in the ground. 
You might want to hill the soil up 
slightly so it stays dry and warm. 
Th ese cole crops include  cabbage, 
broccoli, Brussels sprouts and kale. 
Caulifl ower likes it just a tad bit 
warmer, but you could attempt it if 
you have the patience.
 Some of the other root crops would 
prefer much warmer air and soil 
 temperatures. You need to wait until 
the end of April or the fi rst of May to 
avoid any serious problem.
 For the fl owers, look to pansies, 
snapdragons, Martha Washington 

geraniums, blue lobelia, bachelor’s 
buttons and surprisingly petunias. 
Most of the annuals are native to tem-
perate zones and thumb their noses at 
cool temperatures.
 It’s not that some of them will die 
with cool spring temperatures. It’s just 
that they sometimes sit there like the 
proverbial bump on the log, which 
makes them more susceptible to the 
spring diseases, insects and four-
legged furry hopping creatures that 
come along and say “Wow! A good 
meal.” 
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Before           After

FREE SHIPPING! Certified and
approved for use by state agencies.

State permit may be required.
Registered with the Federal E. P. A.

10 lb. bag
treats up to
4,000 sq.ft.
$79.00. 

50 lb. bag
treats up to
20,000 sq.ft.
$308.00. 
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White Bear Lake, MN  55110-0748
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Energy Solutions

Energy effi  ciency and going green is the right thing to do

The co-ops can help you “git‘er done”

Doug Rye, the “Doctor of 
Energy  Effi ciency-the King 
of Caulk and Talk” can be 
heard on several dif ferent 
Illinois radio stations.

Everywhere I go people 
are talking about 

 conservation, energy 
 effi  ciency and just about 
anything “green.” 
 Well, I say it’s about 
time because your elec-
tric cooperatives and I 
have been teaching you 
about those things for 
years. Regardless of one’s 
thoughts about global 
warming or cap and trade, 
I think that all of us would 
agree that conservation, 
energy effi  ciency and going 
“green” are the right things 
to do. We work hard every 
day to help you have the 
most comfortable house 
possible and the lowest 
utility bills feasible.
 We honestly believe 
that we can teach you 
how to make your existing 
house as energy effi  cient as 
 possible. And we know we 
can show you how to build 
your new house to be the 
most energy effi  cient pos-
sible and at a feasible cost. 
 Please understand that 
we want you to have the 
very best and we are not trying to sell 
you anything. But understand that we 
don’t fi x your house nor do we build 
your house. You have to do it or see 
that it gets done. 
 At a “green” conference recently I 
heard some members of the audience 
say that the government or the utility 
company should provide the funds for 
people to fi x their houses. Th ere are 
tax incentives and the electric co-ops 
in Illinois have performed 2,600 
energy assessments and provided up 
to $1,500 in energy effi  ciency grant 
funds to 2,100 members. Nearly 1,000 

members have invested in air-source 
or geothermal heat pump systems. 
Th rough insulation, sealing or heating 
and cooling equipment upgrades these 
members will save 20 million kilowatt 
hours a year. 
 But forget the tax incentives or 
rebates and grants for just a second. It 
is our houses that need improvements 
and we are the ones who will benefi t 
from making those changes so just 
“git ’er done” and quit whining. Let’s 
not kid ourselves, energy is not going 
to get cheaper. Your investment in 
energy effi  ciency today is going to pay 

bigger dividends every year.
 We have proven through 
the Arkansas electric 
 cooperatives’ Energy 
Effi  ciency Makeover 
 program and the model 
home program that 
 existing houses can be 
greatly improved and new 
houses can be built to be 
energy effi  cient.
 It is interesting to note 
that all of the 20-plus 
model homes have 
 operated at less monthly 
heating and cooling costs 
than projected. We doubt 
that it is possible to build 
a house any more effi  cient 
than these houses and we 
did it by using the available 
common sense techniques 
that we have been teaching 
for years. 
 Just ask us and we will 
be glad to help you do 
the same. As always, you 
can call me at my home 
offi  ce at 501-653-7931 or 
contact your local electric 
 cooperative and we will be 
glad to point you on your 
way to making your home 

energy effi  cient.
 P.S. Remember, the greenest BTU 
of all is the one that you don’t use. 
And, yes, if you read last month’s 
article you will know what this means: 
Th e crappie are biting. 

Th is photo depicts a blower door test, which is used to analyze a 

home’s energy effi  ciency.



 

2011 WCIA 3 Home & Garden Show
Assembly Hall – Champaign, IL 
April 2 & 3

HBA of St. Louis & Eastern MO -
 Builders St. Charles Home Show
St. Charles Convention Center 
April 8, 9, 10

The Historic National Road in Illinois
(some folks call us U.S. Route 40)

Food, festivals and fun!
888-268-0042

www.nationalroad.org

Dig in...

Fast-Growing
Hardwoods

For timber
investment
plantations

Other 
fast-growing

trees and
shrubs 

Some grow 
up to 6 ft. 
per year

12818 Edgerton Rd. New Haven, IN 46774
Toll-free 888-749-0799  

www.advancedtree.com

A D V A N C E D
TREE TECHNOLOGY

for screen,
shade and windbreak –
some grow up to 6 ft.
per year!

Also 
available

Rosemary Salix
• Fine textured

foliage
• Fast growth
• Smaller mature size – ideal

under power lines
• Thrives in moist and 

wet sites

Green Rocket 
Hybrid Cedar®

• Evergreen – grows 3 ft. 
or more per year

• Use for year-round privacy
screens and windbreaks

New!

Call toll-free 888-749-0799 
For FREE color brochure or to place an order

Fast-
Growing 
Trees 

FOR THE TOUGHEST JOBS ON PLANET EARTH®

© 2011 Gorilla Glue Company

1-800-966-3458   Made in USA
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Haiti …Haiti …

State co-op personnel 
go to assist; see hope 
rising despite the 
remaining rubble

By Jonie Larson Gates

 Tents are the new way of life in Port-
au-Prince, Haiti. Rubble from collapsed 
structures is heaped in the streets with 
few places to shove it. If there’s a spot, 
there’s a tent. Approximately one mil-
lion people are still living in them. 
 Trash abounds, much in part because 
many incoming supplies and food are 
distributed in foam con tainers and 
bottled water comes in plastic. One way 
they eliminate it is to burn it and that 
creates a constant haze over the city and 
an acrid smell in the air.
 But the message recorded by media 
groups who land at the airstrip to get 10 
minutes of “update-from-Haiti”  footage 
is misleading, says James Coleman, 
President and CEO of Shelby Electric 
Cooperative. “Th e people down there 
are sick of it,” he says of the portrayal, 
 adding, “Th e people of Haiti are 
resilient.” 

 Th at’s the message he wants U.S. 
residents to know about the many 
Haitians who found themselves 
 homeless and in survival mode as of 
Jan. 12, 2010 when a 7.0 quake hit. 
On that date, the world as these native 
people knew it, fell down around them.
 Just more than a year later, the city’s 
landscape may not look a lot brighter 
to the visiting eye, but Coleman says to 
look deeper.

He just returned from a training 
expedition in the ravaged country. He 
and three of Shelby’s lineman – Terry 
Oldham, Kris Koehler and Brian 
Chevalier – experienced life for three 
weeks outside the comforts of the U.S. In 
Haiti, as part of a National Rural Electric 
Cooperative Association  delegation, they 
helped teach line safety to government 
crews known as the Electricite De´- 
Haiti (EDH), in the hopes of reducing 
work injuries and deaths. 
 As planned, the U.S. crew was doing 
the teaching, but they became  students, 
too. It broadened their  perspective, 
sharpened their vision and gave them 
newfound respect for a people they 
knew little about when they arrived.
 Chevalier and Coleman, in the 
weeks following, both describe a people 

with pride, who have  character and 
 appreciation for what is being rebuilt 
– a people who have birthed a new exis-
tence out of despair … and what might 
seem odd under the  circumstances – 
people who are extraordinarily clean.
 Coleman describes a young boy who 
walked by the worksite each day on his 
way to school. Ansell, a seventh-grader, 
lives with his father. His mother died 
shortly after the  earthquake. In getting 
to know the boy, Coleman found out 
he speaks  fl uent Creole, Spanish and 
French and he’s learning English. He 
was  impeccably dressed each day in his 
school uniform, which was clean and 
pressed.
 Th at cleanliness is widespread. Both 
Coleman and Chevalier say they were 
surprised at such eff orts from the 
Haitians.
 “In the restaurant, we’re from the 
richest country and we’re the worst 
dressed,” Coleman recounts.
 Th e locals who approach visitors 
 asking for handouts are few, despite the 
conditions.
 “I saw less beggars there than in 
Washington, D.C.” Coleman says.
 Th e Shelby leader’s passion about the 
mission simply spills over.

where liveswhere lives
are on the lineare on the line
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Haiti …

 “Th e people are recovering; the 
 politics are not recovering.” He says 
world groups – some volunteer and 
some for-profi t – are often caught up in 
getting the biggest piece of the recon-
struction pie. Consequently, the greed 
slows up the progress.
 While the Haitian government wants 
to be in charge, the fact is, no one is in 
charge. To put it in  perspective, in the 
fall election 19 people ran for president. 
Th e resulting runoff  had not occurred at 
the time of Coleman’s visit.
 So, much of the progress is left up to 
the people.
 To date, only 10 percent of the rub-
ble that fell, killing upward to 200,000 
people, has been eliminated. But the 
locals are making a dent in it, breaking 
it down and reusing the rebar.
 As for the EDH linemen, they were 
and continue to be eager to learn. 
Th ey want to be safe. Th at’s where the 
 delegation made huge impacts.
 “Th is was heads and tails the most 
rewarding experience I’ve ever had. I 
left there knowing we’ve saved some 
lives,” Coleman says.

 Th e four men from Shelby were 
accom panied by  others through 
the NRECA assist,  including 
Paul Dow, Coordinator of Video 
Productions at the Association of 
Illinois Electric Cooperatives. Dow 
often travels for the NRECA, getting 
footage of worldwide eff orts to link the 
world to electricity.
 Dow’s take on Haiti mirrors many 
of those from the Shelby crew, but he 
also has an eye to catch the unusual 
for  posterity. Dow fi lmed Francois 
Gieudonne, a man who lost both arms 
around the elbows while  working 
on the lines. Although he could no 
 longer work, he came to the trainings 
 occasionally. He is able to drink water 
from a bottle, but can no longer feed 
himself. On those days he dropped by, 
his wife would come at noon to help 
him with his meal.
 “It was the only thing he knows (line 
work) and now both arms are off  … 
“ Dow says. Just seeing him standing 
there, you have to wonder what he’s 
thinking.
 “It defi nitely reinforces the need for 

us to be there,” Dow says.
 Th e work of the NRECA  delegation 
was viewed by hundreds in March at 
the national convention. Dow’s fi lming 
and guest appearances from some of the 
Haitian EDH  leaders were a part of the 
program.
 Chevalier, who was impressed by 
the gift of a Haitian man who bought 
each trainer a Haitian bracelet with his 
meager means, gave the prayer at the 
national meeting in Orlando. He said 
Coleman wrote it, but it spoke from the 
heart, “saying how fortunate we are.”
 Chevalier, 28, an eight-year line-
man with Shelby who reigns from 
Springfi eld and the original lineman’s 
school, says he is more than willing to 
help those who have so little.
 “Th ey make the best of what they 
have.”

View short fi lm footage from
the work expedition to Haiti at
www.icl.coop.
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Nearly one million people continue to live in tents in Haiti as a result of last year's 
earthquake. Despite uncomfortable conditions they have found ways to prepare 
good food and wear clean clothing as witnessed by James Coleman, President and 
CEO of Shelby Electric, pictured here with seventh grader, Ansell.
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Celebrating 100 Years 
of WMU Westfi eld 
Baptist Association
Who: Women of Westfi eld Baptist Association, 
Casey, IL

Cost: $9, including shipping

Details: soft-backed, comb-bound

Pages of recipes: 60

Send checks to: Tabbatha Galeener, 
2509 E. 950th Rd., Casey, IL 62420 
or call 217-690-5702.

Spaghetti Slaw

Finest Cooking

Spaghetti Slaw (right)
 1 (8-oz.) pkg. angel hair pasta, 
  cooked and drained
 2 pkgs. cabbage cole slaw mix
 1 sm. red onion
 2 medium bunches of broccoli,   
  chopped
 1/2 C. sugar
 1 C. mayonnaise
 1 jar Marzetti’s cole slaw dressing

Toss pasta, cole slaw mix, onion and broc-
coli together. Mix sugar, mayonnaise and 
cole slaw dressing together. Pour dressing 
over pasta and stir to coat. Refrigerate for 
at least 1 hour before serving.

Cashew Chicken
 3 whole chicken breasts
 1/2 lb. mushrooms
 1 (15-oz.) can drained bamboo shoots
 1 C. chicken broth
 1/4 C. soy sauce
 2 T. cornstarch
 4-oz. cashew nuts

 1/4 lb. pea pods
 4 green onions
 1/3 tsp. sugar
 1/2 tsp. salt
 1/4 C. salad oil
 Cooked rice

Bone chicken breasts and remove skin. Slice chicken to 1/8-inch thick and then into 
1-inch squares. Remove ends and strings from peas. Heat 1 T. oil over 350-degree heat. 
Add nuts and cook for 1 minute, stirring until lightly toasted. Remove from pan and set 
aside. Add remaining oil to the pan. Add chicken and cook quickly, turning until chicken 
is opaque. Add peas and mushrooms. Pour in broth. Cover and simmer for 
2 minutes. Add bamboo shoots. In a separate bowl, stir together soy sauce, cornstarch, 
sugar and salt, Add to the pan, stirring constantly until sauce is thickened. Simmer for 
1 minute, uncovered. Mix in green onions. Sprinkle with nuts. Serve over rice.

Bran Muffi ns
 1 box Raisin Bran cereal
 5 C. fl our
 2 C. sugar
 1 T. salt
 5 tsp. baking soda
 1 qt. Buttermilk
 4 beaten eggs
 1-1/2 C. cooking oil

Mix cereal, fl our, sugar, salt and baking 
soda together well, then add buttermilk, 
eggs and oil. Mix well. Fill muffi  n pans 
1/2 to 2/3 full. Bake at 375 degrees for 
15-20 minutes. 

Squiggle Salad
 12-oz. vegetable rotelli pasta, 
  cooked as directed
 1 lg. can Veg-All mixed vegetables, 
  drained
 1 C. diced celery
 1 C. diced bell pepper
 1 C. diced onion
 1 (16-oz.) bottle Italian dressing

Combine pasta, vegetables and Italian 
dressing. Chill at least 1 hour before 
serving.
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Visit www.icl.coop to see 
an archive of past 

Illinois Country Living recipes.

Horseshoe (right)
 2 (16-oz.) pkgs. frozen French fries
 2 lbs. ground beef
 8 slices Texas toast, toasted
 1 C. butter
 1/2 C. fl our
 4 C. half and half
 4 C. shredded cheddar cheese
 Salt and pepper to taste
 Hot sauce, to taste

Preheat oven to 400 degrees. Spread French 
fries out on a baking sheet. Bake according to 
package directions until golden brown. Mean-
while, divide the ground beef into eight equal 
parts and form into patties. Season with salt 
and pepper. Fry the patties in a large skillet 
over medium-high heat until well done (about 
4 minutes on each side). Melt the butter in 
a saucepan over medium heat and whisk in 
the fl our. Cook while whisking constantly for 
4 minutes. Gradually whisk in the half and 
half, stirring until there are no lumps. Bring 
to a simmer, then remove from heat and add 
the cheese. Stir until cheese is melted. Season 
with salt, pepper and hot sauce. Place 2 pieces 
of toast on a plate. Top each slice with a ham-
burger patty. Top each patty with French fries. 
Pour the cheese sauce on top of everything and 
serve immediately. You can cut this recipe in 
half for smaller portions. 

A Taste of Calhoun
Who: Calhoun Gym Renovation, Calhoun, IL

Cost: $12, including shipping

Details: hard-backed, three-ring-bound

Pages of recipes: 239

Send checks to: Penny Loft, 
PO Box 387, Hardin, IL 62047 
or call 618-574-2800.

Horseshoe

Avocado Corn Dip
 4 avocados
 1 med. red bell pepper
 1 T. fresh lemon juice
 1 (16-oz.) pkg. frozen corn
 4 cloves garlic, fi nely chopped
 1 sm. can black olives, sliced
 1/4 C. olive oil
 2 T. apple cider vinegar
 1 dash oregano
 1 dash salt
 1 dash pepper
 Tortilla chips

Chop red and green peppers, onion and 
garlic. Mix in frozen corn, oregano, salt, 
pepper and olives. In a separate bowl, mix 
olive oil, vinegar, and lemon juice. Pour 
this mixture over chopped vegetables. 
Chill overnight for best fl avor. When 
ready to serve, add 4 avocados, chopped 
into chunks. Serve with tortilla chips.

Vanilla, Orange & 
Sour Cream Fruit Dip
 1 (6-oz.) can frozen orange juice 
  concentrate, thawed and diluted
 1 (3-3/4-oz.) pkg. vanilla instant 
  pudding
 1-1/4 C. milk
 1/4 C. sour cream
 Fresh fruit

Combine orange juice concentrate, pud-
ding and milk in a medium bowl, stirring 
with a wire whisk until blended. Stir in 
sour cream. Cover and chill at least two 
hours. Serve with fresh fruit. 

Chocolate Disappearing Cake
 1/2 C. butter
 2 C. white sugar
 1 tsp. vanilla
 3/4 C. cocoa
 1-3/4 C. fl our
 3/4 tsp. baking powder
 3/4 tsp. baking soda
 1/8 tsp. salt
 1-3/4 C. milk

Cream butter and sugar together. Add 
vanilla. Sift cocoa, fl our, baking powder, 
baking soda and salt. Add to the cream 
mixture, alternating with the milk. Pour 
into a greased and fl oured 9x13-inch pan. 
Bake at 350 degrees for 30-35 minutes.
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Ed VanHoose is the 
Digital Communications 
Administrator/
IT Manager for the 
Association of Illinois 
Electric Cooperatives 
in Springfi eld. He is a 
specialist in the IT fi eld 
with over 12 years of 
 experience working in 
leadership roles for  technology based projects in 
Illinois and Missouri.

evanhoose@aiec.coop

Last month I asked readers to sub-
mit interesting technical issues 

they wanted addressed. You sure didn’t 
disappoint me! I’ve picked out a few to 
answer that I think might be more uni-
versal so as many people as possible can 
benefi t from the response.
 However, please keep in mind that 
all situations are diff erent. While this 
column can point you in the right direc-
tion, it in no way substitutes for a pro-
fessional examining your computer. Th at 
said, here we go!
 Question 1 comes from Doris who 
asks, “What should I do if I spilled a 
glass of water on my laptop?”
 Oh no! Th is is probably 
one of the most common 
occurrences out there as far 
as physical damage goes. 
If this happens to you, 
don’t panic. Th ere are some 
things you can do to pos-
sibly correct the problem. 
 First, turn it off ! You 
don’t want water interacting with 
live power. We all know what kind of 
trouble that can cause.
 Second, turn the laptop upside 
down. Turning the laptop over will 
stop the fl ow of water to the internal 
parts of the computer, as well as allow 
gravity to pull some of the water out.
 Now that you have the laptop 
upside down, take out the battery. If 
there’s water on the battery dry it off  
and set it to the side. Leave the battery 
out of the computer for at least a day, 
maybe two.
 Whatever you do, do NOT get out 
the hair dryer. Th e air coming from 
hair dryers is super-heated and could 
potentially compound the situation 
in two ways. You could inadvertently 
blow the water into areas not already 
wet, and you could melt some of the 
internal components. Instead, use a 
regular fan set to blow past the laptop, 
not directly onto it.

 Finally, be prepared to leave your 
laptop sitting in this manner for at 
least 24 hours.  In fact, I recommend 
48 hours. If, after that amount of time 
the computer still won’t boot, seek a 
nearby IT professional.
 Question 2 comes from Bob who 
asks, “Can hibernation cause an unsta-
ble environment that can ruin the hard 
disk? Should I stay away from it?” 
 Although there are several ways 
to manage power options within 
Windows and each of those options 
has sub-options, essentially we have 
two possibilities. One is “Sleep mode” 
and the other is “Hibernate.”

 Sleep mode is basically a lower-
power mode in which power to 
most of the components in your sys-
tem are turned off . However, power to 
the system memory is maintained to 
retain its contents, so that when you 
return to full-power mode, the system 
can simply continue where it left off  
almost instantly.
 Hibernation is completely diff erent. 
When your computer hibernates, the 
entire contents of the system memory 
are dumped to a fi le on the hard drive 
before powering down the entire sys-
tem. So, when you power back up, the 
system boots like a normal power-up, 
then the operating system writes that 
fi le back to memory so that the com-
puter can basically continue where it 
left off .
 So why would hibernation be bad? 
Well, usually it wouldn’t.  However, 
should you be running software that 
writes information to the system 

registry (and if that’s happening, 
it’s probably malware anyway), and 
should that software be in the middle 
of doing that when you put your com-
puter into hibernation, then you could 
encounter a problem.  Your computer 
may restart with a half-modifi ed reg-
istry, then the software may or may 
not restart, and it may end up causing 
your computer issues.
 Th at’s quite a few “mays” though! In 
general, you have nothing to fear when 
using hibernation. It’s only when you 
combine hibernation with poorly writ-
ten software that impacts the registry 
that you have a potential issue.

 Bob also wrote 
asking how to re-enable 
hibernation on his 
computer. 
 If you want to re-enable 
hibernation on your 
computer visit: http://
support.microsoft.com/
kb/920730. Th ere’s a handy 

little button about midway down the 
page that should do it for you. If that 
doesn’t work, they have pretty detailed 
instructions there too.
 Th ank you all for the questions. I 
am so sorry I don’t have the time or 
space to answer them all, but keep 
them coming! Who knows? Maybe 
yours will appear in a future issue! All 
questions I use are answered via e-mail 
as well.

Reader Q & A
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 Market Place

Cabins in the Shawnee Forest. 
Centrally located near all the 
major attractions. Hiking, 
 fi shing, biking, horseback, wine 
trail. WillowbrookCabins.com. 
618-672-4815.

Korean War history book, “A Brief 
History of the Korean War,” is 
available from the Illinois Korean 
Memorial Association. To pur-
chase a copy send a $10 check or 
money order to: Illinois Korean 
Memorial Association, P.O. Box 8554, 
Springfi eld, Ill. 62791. Tax deductible 
donations are also welcome.

Main’s Bay Leaf Cottages - All the 
comfort and charm of a B&B without 
the cost! Penobscot Bay, Lincolnville 
Beach, Camden Harbor. Nightly/
weekly rentals include breakfast. 
Saturday $12 lobster dinner.
www.bayleafcottages.com. 
207-505-0458.

Sassafras Hill - Calling all
quilters and crafters! Plenty of
room for a retreat. One hour from 
Paducah. Home of the AQS
Museum and Quilt Show.
www.southernillinoisvacationrental.com.
618-697-8148.

First Street Restaurant Equipment 
used slicers, tenderizers,  grinders, 
meatsaws, ss sinks, tables. New 
and used cooking equipment, pot-
tery wheels and kilns. 2615 So. 
First, Springfi eld, 217-522-3934, 
217-971-8592.

Vacation cabins-Ohio River, 
Shawnee National Forest, 
Elizabethtown, IL. Cedar Hill River 
Cabins, Ohio River National Scenic 
Byway, www.cedarhillriverresort.com. 
217-652-4257.

Miniature Mediterranean donkeys. 
Pet, show and breeding quality. Gray 
duns, chocolates, spotteds and blacks. 
Visitors welcome. Canton, IL. 309-
647-7162. www.copperascreek.com.

Authorized Rainbow distributor. 
Repairs, supplies and service. Living 
air purifi ers. L&L Distributing, 116 S. 
VanBuren St., Newton, IL 62448. 
618-783-3755.

Filter Queen/Defender sales, service 
and supplies. For free information, 
call 800-753-5401, 618-948-2874 or 
write She-N-I, Inc. RR1, Allendale, 
IL 62410.

Insulation. 4x8 sheets, foil-backed 
foam. Also rolls of foil-bubble
pak-insulation. All factory seconds.
www.nichols5.com. Contact Ken 
Nichols, 800-424-1256.

Lake Weed and Algae Control. 
“Mother Nature’s Way.” No chemicals. 
Biological method with live bacteria 
that dissolves plant nutrients, black 
muck, and rotten egg odor. Controls 
all aquatic vegetation. Proven product. 
Guaranteed results. 309-826-8444.

Midwest Bird and Animal Swap & 
Sale, April 24 & May 29 at Monroe 
County Fairgrounds, Waterloo, IL 
from 5:30 to Noon. 618-939-6809.

Antiques wanted: mission oak 
 furniture, pottery, sterling silver, folk 
art & advertising - will purchase one 
piece or entire estate. 815-473-4361.

4’ white pine trees, delivered, planted, 
mulched. $64.50 and 4’ Norway 
Spruce $79.50 per tree. Buy 10 get 1 
free. Call for other sizes, varieties or 
shades. Price may vary depending
on geographical  location.
www.atwoodtrees.com.
Call 217-886-2316.

Garage doors direct from distributor 
- any size for barn-shed-home-new 
or good used, installed or picked up. 
618-234-9338.

Fish, Camp, Relax. 80 Acres of water 
stocked twice a year. Permanent camp 
sites. Full hook-up. Leave year-round 
with lake frontage. G.C. Fishing 
Camping Club. 309-826-8444.

Wanted to buy: Standing timber, 
most species. Pay top prices. Call 
217-285-2760.

Fiberglass corrugated, 26-inch wide. 
8-12- foot long. 8 ft.-$6. 12 ft.-$9. 
Large supply, all colors. Dongola, IL. 
618-827-4737.

Call the Roof King for your 
Mobile Home Roofing Needs!

1-800-748-0645
Mobile Home Super Insulated

Roof Over Systems

Factory Direct from Roof King

www.roofking.net

yy DDDDDDiiiirreeecccctttttt fffrrrooommmm RRRRRRRooooooooffffff King
40 Year Warranty

 800-668-5422

25 X 40 X 16    value $10,200   NOW  $  7,990     
32 X 42 X 17    value $12,500   NOW  $  9,800     
50 X 120 X 22  value $49,900   NOW  $38,700     
Compare our prices and our quality.  We’re all for it!  Tough, rugged buildings 

that last! Heavy gauge AZ60 Galvalume steel. Totally maintenance free!

PIONEERSTEEL.COM     30 YEAR REPUTATION...BUILT OF STEEL           

Dare to Compare...BUILDING SALE EVENT!

MANY MODELS & SIZES AVAILABLE!



26 • Illinois Country Living • www.icl.coop 

How to place an ad:

1) Type or print ad neatly.

2) Count words. Cost is $30 for up to the fi rst 20 words. $1.50 each additional 
word. Ads with insuffi  cient funds will not be printed.

3) Prepayment is required. Include check or money order with ad for amount due. 
Also  include address label from Illinois Country Living or other proof of Illinois 
electric cooperative membership. Only members of Illinois electric cooperatives 
may place Marketplace ads.

4) Mail to: Illinois Marketplace, P.O. Box 3787, Springfi eld, IL 62708, by  deadline.

Deadlines: June issue – April 20;
July issue – May 20.

We reserve the right to reject any advertisement. Ads postmarked after the deadline will be placed in the 
next available issue. 

Central/ Southern Illinois Properties 
Wanted: Horse, hobby or mini farms, 
land, trailer parks, Victorian & coun-
try homes, estates, log or lake houses. 
We have the No. 1 premier mar keting 
program designed specifi cally for 
these properties! Our unique specialty 
catalogs, ads & websites are seen 
monthly by more local & nationwide 
buyers. We are exclusively affi  liated 
with Progressive Farmer, DU, Deere, 
FFA & Purina. Our offi  ce exclusively 
services all of the state with Illinois’ 
only No.1 dedicated country website: 
www.FarmAndLakeHouses.com. Our 
listings are direct marketed to over 
45,000 people alone through our Real 
Estate Booths at Ag, Sport, Boat & 
Outdoor Shows in Rosemont, Joliet, 
Tinley Park, Springfi eld, Bloomington, 
Gordyville, Peoria & Yorkville. 20 
years of full time experience. Get the 
best marketing in Illinois! Call United 
Country Farm and Lake Houses-
Broker Jerry Grodesky, 217-386-4220

Cabins Southern Illinois Shawnee 
Forest. Five cabins, all sizes, all 
 amenities, but food. Massage  therapist 
available. Horseback rentals nearby. Pet 
friendly. Near Garden of Gods, Rim 
Rock, Pounds Hollow Lake, Cave-
in-Rock. On Scenic Byway. Great 
for gatherings up to 30,  honeymoon, 
friends getaway or just by yourself. 
Pavilion. Gift Certifi cates Available. 
www.rimrocksdogwoodcabins.com. 
618-264-6036.

Photo/art work rendered on  artist 
canvas. Exceptionally unique  process 
merging professional  drawing, 
 painting and photography skills 
(mixed-media infusion) into  beautiful, 
collectible, one-of-a-kind, wall hanging 
size, pieces of art. Unlimited  subjects 
– yours or mine, family, homes, 
pets, cars, motorcycles, etc. Details 
309-828-8434.

Stay and Play in Southern
Illinois’ Hardin County. Shawnee
Forest, Ohio River, Garden
of the Gods, Cave-in-Rock.
www.hardincountyil.org. Illinois 
Mile After Magnifi cent Mile. 
618-287-4333.

Sick camper refrigerator? Specializing 
30 years in rebuilding cooling units. 
New and used units available. Camper 
repair. Crutcher’s RV, Cropsey, IL. 
309-377-3721.

Guest House Vacation Rental. 
Elizabethtown, IL. 2BR, 2Bath. 
Overlooking Ohio River. Near 
Garden of the Gods/Shawnee Forest. 
www.Hardincountybluehouse.com 
618-876-9118.

It’s planting time. We have white 
pine and Norway Spruce to plant as 
wind break or privacy screen. Call 
John at TurfGreen Landscaping. 
217-793-1114 or 217-306-0248.

Vacation Rental Gulf Shores, AL. 
Beach Condo 2BR/2BA/WD/
elevator/covered parking/on the 
beach www.ourgulfbeachcondo.com 
636-477-1099.

Buying old coin  accumulations. 
Pre-1964, gold teeth, rings,  broken 
jewelry, pocket watches, will 
travel, whites coins 35 yrs. fair. 
618-268-6070.

Interested in historic cemeteries? 
Illinois’ abandoned cemetery law 
explained and other stories in
this must-own DVD video:
www.southernmostillinoishistory.com.

Sullivan, home, almost one acre. 
Next to Corp. of Engineer Ground, 
Lake Shelbyville. Close to lake as you 
can get. Boat ramp adjoins property. 
217-459-2429.

Earn $2,000 to $5,000/mo. without 
leaving your job! To fi nd out what 
 others are doing call 866-274-0657.

Wanted to buy: Standing timber. All 
species. Pay top price. Clear or select 
cut. Call 815-434-4141.

tell tell 416,300416,300  peoplepeople  
  you’re open for business.you’re open for business.

Call 217-241-7953 today to placeCall 217-241-7953 today to place
your ad in Illinois Country Living!your ad in Illinois Country Living!



Illinois Country Living • April 2011 • 27

Build your Dream

CSI Homes Feature

(309) 937-2489

TSOC TSEWOL
T re ecnarusnI efiL m

Rates figured on monthly cost for female non-tobacco users

BRANDON RAMLET

Issue ages through 90

(888) 250-5054

America’s Oldest & Largest Rare Breed Hatch ery
FREE COLOR CATALOG

Over 140 varieties of Baby Chicks, Ban tams, 
 Turkeys, Guineas, Peafowl, Game Birds, 
 Waterfowl, Juvenile Fowl. Also Eggs, Incubators, 
Books, Equip ment and Medications.

Call 1-800-456-3280
(24 hours a day)

Murray McMurray Hatchery,
C132, Webster City, Iowa 50595-0458
Website: http://www.mcmurrayhatchery.com

New from $995! Panama Canal,  
Rainforests and Beaches.

. . 28 .
, . .

com

# . .

$3,650only

DIMENSION BUILDINGS
Best Buildings at the Best Price
For a Complete 30x50

Deluxe Pole Barn Package
CALL (618) 997-9568

www.dimensionbldgs.com
All Sizes Available        Marion, IL

SANGAMON
RA DI ANT
uponor aqua pex tubing products 
for agricultural, com mer cial shop 
fl oors and homes

(217)971-8592 • FAX (217)483-7973 • Evening (217)483-3223
John D. McMillan – Owner

uponor

WARM  FRIENDLY 
FLOORS

Country Art – Rural Illinois Artist!
Abraham Hunter (17), creator of 2008–10 Illinois 
Duck Stamps, etc., now offering low-numbered, 
quality prints of his 80–plus various original 
works. All sizes are $20.00 ea. + S/H.
Free brochure: AbrahamJHunter@
EarthLink.net (or 618-658-2327).

www.spearsbarnco.comww
*Shipping prices may be higher south of 
 College Station or west of Abilene
*Shipping prices may be higher south of 
 College Station or west of Abilene

w.spearsbarnco.com

SPEARS BARN COMPANY
We Offer Different Sizes & DesignsSPEARS BA

One 10  sliding door.
One walk-through door.

ARN CO
30  x 50  x 10
Colored Metal

SPEAR
We Offer Differe

One 10  sliding doo
One walk-through d

e
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d

Materials, delivery, tax & labor.
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Ask About
Our Special!

1.800.643.5555 
HeritageBuildings.com

At Heritage, we’re constantly evolving to meet 

farmer’s needs head-on.  Whether you’re in the 

market for a building to protect your tractors, or 

something to keep your livestock sheltered, we 

can help.  Today’s farmer has never had so many 

options.  Call us today for solutions that 
best suit your farm.

Keep it Simple.
Keep it Heritage.

1-606-668-3446
www.kybuildings.net

We are the Manufacturer!
Factory Direct Discounts!

R

MID-AMERICA
Pole Barn Co.
30 x 50 x 10 Galvalume

$8,200.00

Call

Toll F
ree

Other
Sizes Available

Open M - F    8 to 5
1-866-456-0959

Price includes material, delivery, 
construction, factory trusses, screws

Price is subject to change without notice
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Life in the country
Who are you? 
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As a member you are an owner of an electric  cooperative 
with all the rights accorded to you established long ago 

in the governing principles of a cooperative. Th at means 
that you live in a community where those you’ve appointed 
to provide your electricity work in your best interest.
 Not only do you get your rural electricity and other 
services to improve your standard of living, but you also 
receive a monthly magazine to keep you informed about 
safety and governmental issues and to also entertain and 
inform you. We have a growing circulation of 181,000, and 
we reach those in rural and/or small-town areas of Illinois, 
covering 73 of the 102 counties in the state. Each issue 
has an average of 2.3 readers, garnering 416,300 readers 
monthly – one of the largest monthly publications in the 
state reaching rural readers.
 But who is our typical co-op member? A June 2010 GfK 
Mediamark Research study tells us that you, the readers, 
are: male (53 percent) and female (44 percent) with 47 
percent being between the ages of 25 to 54, and 56 being 
the average age of our reader. Most of you, 71 percent, are 
married, 94 percent are homeowners and have an average 
household income of $74,000. Ninety-six percent of you 
took a trip in the last year and 47 percent took four or more 
trips. And more than 25,000 of our readers are likely to 
take a vacation/cruise in the next 12 months! 
 Want to know what your neighbors are doing? Well, 
the most popular pastimes are gardening, fi shing, hunting, 
power boating, golfi ng, auto racing and riding ATVs. Have 
fun, but be careful.
 Home improvement is important to you. Nearly 150,000 
of the households in co-op land plan an energy effi  cient 
fi x in the next 12 months! Remodeling and building are 
 ongoing. You own or are planning to buy lawn mowers, 
 riding mowers, garden tractors and chippers/shredders, 
gutters, lighting fi xtures, painting/wall coverings and 
fencing.
 And then there are those loveable, fuzzy members of the 

family. Did you know that 60 percent of you have pets at 
home – dogs, cats, horses and more? 
 As for transportation, you drive cars, pick-up trucks, vans 
and SUVs. ICL readers – once again, that’s you – represent 
the stable country family, the land owner/hobby farmer. 
You run the gamut of retired country dwellers, the sub-
urbanites and the ruralpolitans – working in the city, living 
in the country. 
 You’re also getting quite savvy with the electronic gad-
gets of today. Th e study found that more than 120,000 of 
you use the Internet more than once a day. On average 
88 percent of our members describe themselves as regular 
readers with many of you sharing magazines with  family 
members living off  rural lines, or clipping recipes for some-
thing new to try for dinner.
 So, now that we know who you are and many of your 
habits, we hope we’ll be able to tailor this magazine to keep 
you better informed on energy effi  ciency, home safety tips 
and rural life issues.
 If after reading this you have questions or suggestions 
about editorial content, please feel free to contact Editor 
John Lowrey with your input. Call him at 217-241-7951 or 
e-mail him at jlowrey@aiec.coop. 
 If you have a business and reaching nearly a half mil-
lion people with your message sounds enticing, contact 
Advertising Manager Lisa Rigoni for rates and assistance. 
Call her at 217-241-7953 or e-mail her at lrigoni@aiec.coop.
 Illinois Country Living is here to meet your needs and 
your cooperative’s best interest.

Editor’s Note: Th is is the second of a two-part series identifying 

the profi les of the Illinois cooperatives, followed by the profi les 

of our readers. In an oversight last month, we included Western 

Illinois Electrical Coop. on the map, but failed to provide 

information on it in the listing that followed. Western, which is 

headquartered in Carthage, has 4,289 meters served on 1,206 

miles of line.
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 1, Spoon River China Art 
Guild Annual China Show, 
Donaldson Center, Canton. 
309-647-3390.

 1-21, Th e Annual Iris Walk in 
Wayne City. 618-895-2022, 
iris_lady@theirisfarm.com or 
www.theirisfarm.com.

 5-15, “Boeing Boeing” at the 
Quincy Community Th eatre 
in Quincy. 217-222-3209.

 6, Park “N” Cruise Car Show 
in Macomb. 309-837-4855 or 
www.macombareachamber.com.

 6-7, Fulton Dutch Days 
in Fulton. 815-589-4545 or 
www.cityoff ulton.us. 

 6, “Reagan & His Ranch” Art 
Competition Awards Ceremony 
in Dixon. 815-284-4924 or 
www.thenextpicutureshow.org. 

 7, Epic Shostakovich in Palos 
Heights. 708-802-0686 or 
www.southwestsymphony.com.

 7, Alton Block Party: Cinco de 
Mayo! On Th ird Street 
in Downtown Alton. 
618-465-6676. 

 11, Church of Christ Mothers 
Day Service in Tampico. 
815-622-8705 or www.tampi-
cohistoricalsociety.com. 

 13-15, Prairie Queen Quilt Club 
Quilt Show, “Aprons, 
Apples & Appliqué”, in 
Bishop Hill. 309-927-3851 
or bishophill.com.

 13-15, Art on the Square in 
Belleville. 800-677-9255 or 
www.artonthesquare.com.

 14, Rasmus Memorial Static 
Display and Flying 
Demonstration in 
Freeport. 815-233-5208 or 
www.freeportilrcmodelers. 

 14-15, Camp River Dubois: Point 
of Departure at One Lewis 
& Clark Trail in Hartford. 
618-251-5811 or 
www.campdubois.com. 

 15, Rhubarb Festival in 
Kankakee. 815-932-5279 or 
www.visitkankakeecounty.com. 

 

 15, Antique Collectible Toy & 
Doll Show in St. Charles. 
773-736-5140 or 
www.chicagotoyshow.com. 

 17, Interpreting Gravestones, 
Windmill Cultural Center, 
Fulton. 815-589-4545 or 
www.cityoff ulton.us.

 21, Miles Davis Jazz Festival in 
Godfrey. 618-462-2763. 

 21, Pause for Patriotism at 
Perry Farm Park in Bradley. 
815-935-7390 or 
www.visitkankakeecounty.com. 

 21, “Take Th e Air At Taylor” Kite 
Show at Taylor Park in Free-
port. 815-235-6114 or www.
freeportparkdistrict.com. 

 21, Earth Day/Arbor Day in 
Homer Glen. 708-301-0632 
or www.homerglen.org. 

 21, Blooming Fest in Historic 
Downtown West Chicago.  
630-293-2200 or www.west-
chicago.org. 

 21, Ronald Reagan Centennial 
Dance in Dixon. 815-652-
4446 or email almassy1@
almassy1.com. 

 21, Daniel O’Donnell in 
Waukegan. 847-782-2366 or 
www.geneseetheatre.com. 

 21, Springfi eld Area Highland 
Games and Celtic Festival 
at the Chatham Community 
Park in Chatham. 217-638-
5627 or www.central-illinois-
celts.org. 

 21, Carbondale Downtown Art 
& Wine Fair at the Town 
Square Pavilion in Carbon-
dale. 618-529-8040 or www.
carbondalemainstreet.com. 

 21, Wright Plus 2011 in 
Oak Park. 312-994-4000 or 
www.gowright.org. 

 21-22, 16th Annual Afrocentric 
Fine Art Show, Bloomington/
Normal, 309-663-4938 or 
www.sistersandfriendsartshow.
com.

 21-22, Grafton Winery Blues Fest 
in Grafton. 618-786-3001 or 
www.thegraftonwinery.com. 

 21-22, Civil War Days in 
Naperville. 630-420-6010 or 
www.napersettlement.org. 

 22, 53rd Fly-in Drive-in Pancake 
Breakfast, Fulton County 
Flying Club, Canton Ingersoll 
Airport, 309-922-4591. 

 22, Bonner Farm Spring Fling 
in Lindenhurst. 847-968-3400 
or www.lcfpd.org. 

 22, Malcolm Eaton 17th 
Annual Pork Chop Dinner 
and Car Show in Freeport. 
815-235-7181 or 
www.malcolmeaton.org. 

 27-29, Flavors of Greece at the 
Kane County Fairgrounds in 
St. Charles. 630-851-6106 or 
www.stathanasios.org. 

 27-28, Heritage Festival in Eliza-
bethtown. 618-287-7090 or 
www.hardincountyil.org. 

 27-29, 30th Annual Mayfest on the 
Campbell Center Campus in 
Mount Carroll. 815-244-2411 
or www.mtcarrollil.org.

 28, Second Annual Cemetery 
Walk, Fulton Township 
Cemetery, 815-589-3809.

 28-29, Shawnee Hills Wine Trail 
& Art Festival in Murphys-
boro. 618-565-2206 or 
www.shawneefest.com. 

 28-29, International Wine, Beer and 
Music Festival at Mackinaw 
Valley Vineyard, Mackinaw, Ill. 
309-359-9463 or www.macki-
nawvalleyvineyard.com.

28-29, Barrington Art Festival in 
Barrington. 847-304-3400 or 
www.ci.barrington.il.us/. 

 28-29, Pembroke Rodeo in Hopkins 
Park. 815-935-7390 or 
www.visitkankakeecounty.com. 

 28-29, Th e 2011 Herb Farm Festival 
in Pembroke. 815-295-7357 or 
www.visitkankakeecounty.com. 

 28-29, Letters Home/A Memorial 
Day Remembrance in 
St. Charles. 630-584-6342 or 
www.foxvalleyrepertory.org. 

 30, Memorial Day Parade & 
Ceremony in Downtown 
Naperville. 630-357-4615 
or www.napervfw.org. 

To be considered for inclusion, please submit events in the format used above. Preference is given to events sponsored by non-profi t 
entities. Submitting an event is not a guarantee of publication. Photos are welcome, but will not be returned unless a self-addressed 
and stamped envelope is provided. Events are subject to change, so please contact the event sponsor for confi rmation.

Deadline: April 15 for July Events. Mail to: Illinois Datebook, PO Box 3787, Springfi eld, IL 62708. E-mail to: Lrigoni@aiec.coop
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CONTACT YOUR LOCAL WATERFURNACE DEALER

Albers
Toennies Service Co.
(618) 248-5130

Bloomington
Wm. Masters, Inc.
(309) 662-8481

Brighton 
Den-Son Heating & Cooling
(618) 372-8375

Canton
Spoon River Mechanical Services
(309) 647-5009

Carbondale
GL Morris
(618) 457-0190

Charleston
Jansen’s Heating & Air
(217) 235-5223

Chester
Schumer Bros
(573) 547-6517

Cobden
Davis Heating & Cooling
(618) 893-2821

Decatur
Design Air
(800) 452-7845

Delevan
Jeckel Plumbing & Heating
(309) 244-8265

Edwardsville
Cummings Heating & Cooling
(618) 656-8953

Effingham
Jansen’s Heating & Air

Energy
RSP Heating & Cooling
(618) 942-2424

Fairbury
Popejoy Plumbing, Htg & Electric
(815) 692-4471

Fairfield
Electro Electric
(618) 847-8102

Flora
Electro Electric, Inc.
(618) 662-4520

Gifford
Duden and Silver
(217) 568-7954

Goodfield
Hinrichsen Heating & Air
(309) 965-2604

Hamilton
Peters Heating & Air, Inc.
(217) 847-2777

Harrisburg
D&C Heating & Air
(618) 997-6577

Lawrenceville
Tracy Electric, Inc.
(618) 943-2243

Litchfield
Snell Enterprises, Inc.
(217) 324-4560

Macomb
Arnold Brothers Heating & Cooling
(309) 833-2852

Marion
D&C Heating & Air
(618) 997-6577

Mount Vernon
Holloway Heating & Air, Inc.
(618) 242-5481

Oglesby
John’s Service & Sales
(815) 883-3637

Pana
Jansen’s Heating & Air
(217) 562-5201

Paxton
Houston Plumbing & Heating
(800) 379-2165

Peru
Service Pro’s Heating & Cooling
(815) 223-0715

Petersburg
Collins Plumbing & Heating
(217) 632-3670

Pittsfield
Peters Heating & Air, Inc.
(217) 285-1600

Quincy
Peters Heating & Air, Inc.
(217) 222-1368

Red Bud
DeRousse Heating & Air, Inc.
(618) 282-2224

Salem
Booher Tin Shop
(618) 548-1295

Springfield
Collins Plumbing & Heating
(217) 793-8031

Taylorville
Jansen’s Heating & Air
(217) 824-4138 

Thomasboro
Hoveln Heating & Cooling, Inc.
(217) 643-2125

Tilton
Blackie’s Automatic Engineering
(217) 442-1440

Virden
Snell Enterprises, Inc.
(217) 965-3911

Waterloo
DeRousse Heating & Air, Inc.
(618) 282-2224

Winchester
Little Heating & A/C, Inc.
(217) 742-3332

visit us at waterfurnace.com  |  (800) GEO-SAVE

Thanks to the 30% federal tax credit, a flood of inexperienced, questionably trained dealers are now offering 
geothermal. While some companies allow anyone to sell their products, WaterFurnace requires an ongoing 
commitment to the most extensive training and education programs in the industry. That’s why WaterFurnace is the most 
recognized and respected name in residential geothermal. Or maybe it’s because WaterFurnace units use the clean, renewable energy 
found in your backyard to provide savings up to 70% on heating, cooling and hot water. Or is it thanks to the industry’s best warranty? 
Decide for yourself. Contact your local WaterFurnace dealer today... or be prepared to deal with a flood of your own.

©2010 WaterFurnace is a registered trademark of WaterFurnace International, Inc. 



1-888-213-1201
www.DRpowergrader.com

1-888-213-1201
www.DRchipper.com
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Stump Removal Fast & Easy! 

1-888-213-1201     
www.DRstumpgrinder.com

Eliminate Landscape 
Eyesores with a 
DR® STUMP GRINDER! 
The DR® STUMP GRINDER uses 
carbide-tipped cutting teeth that 
take over 400 “bites” per second, to 

pulverize stumps into a pile of woodchips. Quickly and easily, you can 
grind any size tree stump below ground level. Gone forever!
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Fills In Potholes and wash-outs, and smoothes 
washboard on gravel, limestone, dirt, or sand roads 
without hauling in new material, shoveling, or raking. 

Carbide-Tipped Scarifying Teeth cut 
into the road surface, to loosen materials for 
redistribution. 

Wireless Remote Control allows you to 
control grading depth from your towing vehicle.
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Tows Behind 
ATV or Lawn Tractor

Smooth Out 
Rough Roads.
Transform your driveway with the 
DR® POWER GRADER!

Just load a 
DR® RAPID-FEED™ 
CHIPPER, step 
back, and watch 
it go to work.

THE ULTIMATE GUARANTEE.THE ULTIMATE EQUIPMENT.

Self-Feeding saves time and energy. Most 
branches can be dropped into the hopper and will 
self-feed, instead of you having to force-feed them.

Chip branches up to 5-1/2" thick with 
powerful engines up to 18 HP.

Pro-Spec™ Chipper Knife is made of forged 
alloy tool steel, making it exceptionally strong with 
an excellent edge-holding ability.

Tractor Owners! 3-Point Hitch, tractor-
mounted models also available.

New Self-Feeding 
DR® Chipper.
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