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Albers
Toennies Service Co.
(618) 248-5130

Bloomington
Wm. Masters, Inc.
(309) 662-8481

Brighton 
Den-Son Heating & Cooling
(618) 372-8375

Canton
Spoon River Mechanical Services
(309) 647-5009

Carbondale
GL Morris
(618) 457-0190

Charleston
Jansen’s Heating & Air
(217) 235-5223

Chester
Schumer Bros
(573) 547-6517

Cobden
Davis Heating & Cooling
(618) 893-2821

Decatur
Design Air
(800) 452-7845

Delevan
Jeckel Plumbing & Heating
(309) 244-8265

Edwardsville
Cummings Heating & Cooling
(618) 656-8953

Effingham
Jansen’s Heating & Air

Energy
RSP Heating & Cooling
(618) 942-2424

Fairbury
Popejoy Plumbing, Htg & Electric
(815) 692-4471

Fairfield
Electro Electric
(618) 847-8102

Flora
Electro Electric, Inc.
(618) 662-4520

Gifford
Duden and Silver
(217) 568-7954

Goodfield
Hinrichsen Heating & Air
(309) 965-2604

Hamilton
Peters Heating & Air, Inc.
(217) 847-2777

Harrisburg
D&C Heating & Air
(618) 997-6577

Lawrenceville
Tracy Electric, Inc.
(618) 943-2243

Litchfield
Snell Enterprises, Inc.
(217) 324-4560

Macomb
Arnold Brothers Heating & Cooling
(309) 833-2852

Marion
D&C Heating & Air
(618) 997-6577

Mount Vernon
Holloway Heating & Air, Inc.
(618) 242-5481

Oglesby
John’s Service & Sales
(815) 883-3637

Pana
Jansen’s Heating & Air
(217) 562-5201

Paxton
Houston Plumbing & Heating
(800) 379-2165

Peru
Service Pro’s Heating & Cooling
(815) 223-0715

Petersburg
Collins Plumbing & Heating
(217) 632-3670

Pittsfield
Peters Heating & Air, Inc.
(217) 285-1600

Quincy
Peters Heating & Air, Inc.
(217) 222-1368

Red Bud
DeRousse Heating & Air, Inc.
(618) 282-2224

Salem
Booher Tin Shop
(618) 548-1295

Springfield
Collins Plumbing & Heating
(217) 793-8031

Taylorville
Jansen’s Heating & Air
(217) 824-4138 

Thomasboro
Hoveln Heating & Cooling, Inc.
(217) 643-2125

Tilton
Blackie’s Automatic Engineering
(217) 442-1440

Virden
Snell Enterprises, Inc.
(217) 965-3911

Waterloo
DeRousse Heating & Air, Inc.
(618) 282-2224

Winchester
Little Heating & A/C, Inc.
(217) 742-3332

visit us at waterfurnace.com  |  (800) GEO-SAVE

Thanks to the 30% federal tax credit, a flood of inexperienced, questionably trained dealers are now offering 
geothermal. While some companies allow anyone to sell their products, WaterFurnace requires an ongoing 
commitment to the most extensive training and education programs in the industry. That’s why WaterFurnace is the most 
recognized and respected name in residential geothermal. Or maybe it’s because WaterFurnace units use the clean, renewable energy 
found in your backyard to provide savings up to 70% on heating, cooling and hot water. Or is it thanks to the industry’s best warranty? 
Decide for yourself. Contact your local WaterFurnace dealer today... or be prepared to deal with a flood of your own.

©2010 WaterFurnace is a registered trademark of WaterFurnace International, Inc. 
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Commentary

Farm organizations ramping up consumer education

Growing a connection with consumers

Ron Moore is  chairman 
of the Illinois Soybean 
Association and a 
soybean farmer from 
Roseville, Ill. Moore 
is a member of the 
McDonough Power 
Cooperative.

One in four Illinois  workers 
is tied to the agricultural 

 industry. Illinois agriculture con-
tributes more than $6 billion to the 
national  economy. And while recent 
research shows consumers care 
about who produces their food, they 
are mis informed about the Illinois 
 farmers who raise it. As members of 
the Illinois rural community, we can 
all do our part to change that.
 Th e Illinois Soybean Association 
(ISA), through soybean checkoff  
funding, is addressing this issue in 
2011. We have projects underway 
at the association level and as part 
of a coalition of farm  organizations 
that includes the Illinois Beef 
Association (IBA), Illinois Corn 
Marketing Board (ICMB), Illinois 
Farm Bureau (IFB) and Illinois 
Pork Producers Association (IPPA).
 Th e goal is to capitalize on the 
favorable farmer image the state-
wide poll found, while also  tackling 
 unfavorable farming practices 
 perceptions. Th e poll was con-
ducted by GfK Roper on behalf of 
these Illinois farm organizations 
with more than 1,100 non-farm 
adults. Th e poll was supervised 
by Milwaukee-based Morgan & 
Myers, and placed heavy emphasis 
on gathering opinions from moms 
and other infl uencers, especially 
from the Chicago area.
 Respondents acknowledged that 
they hold Illinois farmers in sub-
stantial esteem. However, con sumers 
shared a mistrust of modern  farming 
practices and doubts about food 
production that stem from concerns 
about food safety and animal welfare 
on so-called “factory farms.”
 Not surprisingly, consumers were 
unable to clearly defi ne what they 
consider to be “factory farms,” even 
though they believe those are the 

types of farms that dominate Illinois 
agriculture. Respondents said, on 
average, that 54 percent of Illinois 
farm products come from  “corporate 
farms,” versus 46 percent from 
family farms. Th e reality, based on 
USDA statistics, is that  individual 
family farms and partner ships rep-
resent 94 percent of Illinois farms.
 I am encouraged that seven out of 
10 consumers in the poll said they 
felt more positive about  farming 
when told the facts about the per-
centage of family-operated farms in 
the state. Th at provides opportunity 
for us to get the positive message out 
about Illinois agriculture.
 Consumers are willing to listen. 
It’s time we look for every chance 
to engage in meaningful dialogue, 
and become the trusted source of 
infor mation about how our food is 
grown and raised.
 ISA is working on consumer 
 education projects in 2011 that 
will target Illinois consumers with 
 accurate information about soybean 
production and the farmers who 
raise soybeans. On a broader scale, 
the coalition plans to use social 
media, conventional  advertising, 
special events and personal com-
munications to more widely share 
facts and facets about family 
farming.
 Last August, the coalition used 
combined resources at the Illinois 
State Fair to address image issues by 
defi ning for consumers a “farmer’s 
look.” Large-scale banners around 

the fairgrounds portrayed true 
 photos of farm men, women and 
children. Th e feedback was  positive, 
and the  coalition is working on 
other oppor tunities to showcase 
actual farmers and their families.
 I challenge everyone living in 
rural Illinois to think about how 
you can communicate the positive 
messages of Illinois agriculture. 
Research  indicates that fi rst-hand 
experiences with farmers, even at a 
young age, make a lasting impres-
sion and cause people to view 
 farmers more  positively. Sure, taking 
time away from our never- ending 
“to-do” list to host a school fi eld trip 
or talk to a school or civic group 
isn’t always what we want to do. But 
that is the type of  activity that each 
of us can plan to do to help  educate 
consumers about family farming.
 Consumers want to know that 
farmers care about producing 
healthy, environmentally friendly 
food. Th ey want to know why 
 farmers make the decisions we do 
about production agriculture.
 American family farmers should 
be the most trusted food-producing 
people in the world. Many of us still 
farm together as families or live in 
the same rural areas where we were 
raised. Often, we are on the same 
land as our previous generations. 
It’s time we share more of that good 
information with the consuming 
public. Won’t you join us in getting 
the word out?

“ … think about how 

you can communicate 

the positive messages of 

Illinois agriculture.”



SEND NO MONEY! Clip & mail this coupon today for your free catalog!

YES! I would like a free shop-from-home hearing aid catalog. I understand 
there is no obligation and I get FREE shipping. www.HearingHelpExpress.com/19198

Dr./Mr./Mrs./Ms.

Address

City/State/Zip

✓

Mail to:
Hearing Help Express • 105 North First St., Dept 19-198 • DeKalb, IL 60115-0586

�

Our Customers 
Say it Best!

Actual quotes from our customers.
Printed with their permission.

“Price is right!  Works better
than aids I bought locally.”

F.E. – Texas

“I like the way it fits. I can
hear really well with it. For
the first time I can hear my
granddaughter talk.”

I.J. – North Dakota

“I wore it to Bingo the other
night and could hear what
friends were saying for a
change.” R. Kissling – Florida

“I can hear the TV
and understand
the words which I
could not do with
my $5,000 aid.”

M. L. – California

Call today for your
FREE catalog!

1-800-782-6316
ext. 19-198

How do you save so much?  
Hearing aids have never been more expensive. According to The
Hearing Review, the average hearing aid costs more than $1,800!
Yet, luckily for you, high-quality hearing aids are available
for far less from Hearing Help Express®!

You can SAVE 80%! How do you save so much?  You order from
home and your hearing aids are delivered to your door.  You avoid
big mark-ups, long waits, and salesmen.  Your low price is based 
on high volume and low overhead.

Improve your hearing Risk-FREE!
Improve your hearing risk-free for 45 days in your own home!
Compare our hearing aids to those costing $1,000 and more.  Decide
which works best for you.  You won’t be sorry.  We only sell genuine
hearing aids.  100% money-back guarantee! You order easily by
mail from a family business with over 600,000 satisfied customers
and 31 years experience selling hearing aids by mail.

Shop-from-home Hearing Aid Catalog  
High-quality hearing aids priced at far less than the national
average. Call today for free information: 1-800-782-6316

Products praised by
The Wall Street Journal

Risk-FREE offer

45-day home trial

Arrives ready to use

Compare to hearing aids
costing $1,000 or more

Ready to use 
In-the-Ear Hearing Aids

Custom Fit 
In-the-Ear 

Hearing Aids
Behind-the-Ear

Hearing Aids

© Hearing Help Express®, Inc.

FREE Hearing Aid Catalog
Shop by mail and Save 80%

Great fit!



6 • Illinois Country Living • www.icl.coop 

Currents NEWS - LEGISLATION - TRENDS - RESEARCH

Illinois co-ops slammed by snow and ice storm
sent out news releases, updated websites and even used 
Facebook and Twitter.
 At Rural Electric Convenience Cooperative, Auburn, 
President/CEO David Stuva used all of the above along 
with direct messages to members served by substations 
impacted by the storm. In one message he told members, 
“As of 6:30 p.m., Tuesday evening February 1, Ameren is 
unable to keep their transmission lines energized, due to ice 
buildup on the lines and the wind causing them to gallop.”
 Other co-ops also experienced transmission outages. 
Norris Electric Cooperative, Newton, even had a com-
plete melt down of its Verizon telephone, cell phone and 
Internet service. Even its backup Internet service went 
down. For a period of time the co-op had only one cell 
phone from CellularOne to call out on.
 Rick Polley, Manager of Field Services for the 
Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives, was in 
charge of organizing help through the Illinois Electric 
Cooperative Emergency Work Plan. Polley said, “I had a
conference call the fi rst morning with about 12 statewide

electric co-op associations ranging from Georgia to
the Carolinas to Kentucky and Tennessee down to

Louisiana and Mississippi. Th is was a massive storm
that required a lot of help. Fortunately, we have a

great co-op network to call on, and best of all
to my knowledge we didn’t have any

accidents during this storm.” 

 From New Mexico to Maine, 30 states were impacted 
by a massive early February ice and snow storm. Here 
in Illinois the National Guard was called out and many 
county roads and some interstates were closed. Th e worst 
damage to power lines was caused by a band of ice that 
paralleled I-70. Almost every Illinois electric co-op had 
outages caused by the storm.
 Ice and wind are the worst combination for power lines. 
Ice buildup of one-half inch can add 1,000 lbs. to a span 
of line. Add wind and lines begin to “gallop” up and down. 
Poles snap, and cross arms and lines fall.
 Illinois electric co-ops worked together to repair the 
damage and they called in help from other states. To warn
members and to keep them updated, many of the co-ops 
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Shelby Electric Co-op’s linemen get a  helping 

hand from linemen from Jackson Purchase 

Energy, a co-op headquartered in Paducah, Ky. 

Photo by Kevin Bernson.
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Free food – come to 13th Illinois Products Expo – 
March 5-6, 2011
 Th e “13th Illinois Products Expo ... 
A Food and Cooking Extravaganza” will 
be held on March 5-6, 2011, in the Orr 
Building at the Illinois State Fairgrounds 
in Springfi eld. More than 80 Illinois 
food companies (and a few non-food 
 companies) will be exhibiting. Best of all 
the food companies will provide free food 
samples and most of these products will 
also be  available to purchase at the Expo. 
Th e cost to attend is only $5 (children 10 
and under - free). Hours are from 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. on Saturday and 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
on Sunday.
 Th e “Illinois Wine and Cheese Garden” 
will once again be a featured attraction at 
the Expo. At least 20 Illinois wine com-
panies will participate. Th ey will sell wine 
samples (for a nominal fee) and they will 
sell their wine by the glass and by the 
bottle. 
 For more information contact
Larry Aldag, 217-524-3012;
e-mail – larry.aldag@illinois.gov. 

Meredosia site to be upgraded to FutureGen 2.0
 FutureGen is back on the 
charts as FutureGen 2.0. 
FutureGen is an industry  alliance 
intended to demonstrate a major 
breakthrough in clean coal 
 technology. After years of hurdles 
and cost-cutting  measures, a plan 
that was  originally intended to 
create a new facility in Mattoon, 
Ill. is expected instead to take an 
existing plant and retrofi t it. 
 Th e new plan calls for 
a morphed version, taking 
an Ameren’s 200 megawatt 
Meredosia coal plant and making it more cost effi  cient. A 
new boiler will create  oxycombustion and steam will be 
piped through turbines. It will serve as the “world’s fi rst 
coal-fi red power plant capturing carbon at a rate greater 
than 90 percent and be fully integrated with a pipeline and 
CO2 storage hub,” said Kenneth Humphreys, CEO of the 
FutureGen Alliance.

 Th e revised version, down from 
$2.4 billion to $1.4  billion, would 
supposedly be fi nanced through 
multiple means with the U.S. 
government  providing $1 billion 
in stimulus funds, FutureGen 
Alliance  supplying $250 mil-
lion and Ameren, Babcock & 
Wilcox and Air Liquide Process 
& Construction spending $150 
million to  redesign and  retrofi t 
the plant. 
 Th e Meredosia project will 
create about 750 jobs for con-

structing the plant and pipelines and 125 permanent jobs 
to run it. Th e site will also include a crafts training center 
that will prepare workers in welding and iron work and 
electricians to handle the retrofi tting of power plants to 
meet new EPA guidelines. In addition, the site will include 
an oxycombustion information center. 

Source: EnergyBiz Magazine January/February 2011
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How to add disaster proof home improvements 
 Th e Institute for Business & Home Safety (IBHS) 
is urging home owners to integrate disaster-resistance 
into their remodeling plans this year. “Home improve-
ments are a great way to increase a home’s curb appeal 
and value,” says Julie Rochman, President and CEO 
of IBHS. “However, those improvements won’t mean 
much if the home is damaged or destroyed by a natural 
disaster.”
 “IBHS’ web site, www.DisasterSafety.org includes 
extensive information for homeowners about the specifi c 
measures they can implement to strengthen their homes,” 
Rochman said.

 For example, you can take advantage of the opportunity 
re-roofi ng off ers to strengthen your roof. For hail, wildfi re 
and high winds, it is important to strip the old roof cover 
down to the sheathing. Most roofi ng products and par-
ticularly shingles resist hail impact best when they are 
installed on a smooth fi rm surface. In areas with a high hail 
risk, choose a Class 4 impact-resistant product.
 If you are remodeling a portion of your house, look for 
ways to strengthen or protect that portion of your home so 
that you will have a stronger, safer area to go to if you are at 
home during a severe weather event. If you are remodeling 
a closet, consider turning it into a safe room. 

Farmers and rural small businesses
receive energy funding
 Illinois Rural Development State Director Colleen 
Callahan announced 141 agriculture producers and small 
businesses in Illinois have been selected to receive a total 
of $6.7 million to reduce energy consumption and utilize 
renewable energy. Funding is provided through USDA’s 
Rural Energy for America Program (REAP), which was 
authorized by the 2008 Farm Bill.
 “Th ese guaranteed loans and grants will help  farmers 
and rural small  businesses use energy more effi  ciently,” 
Callahan said. “When we reduce costs for farmers and 
rural small businesses, we are ultimately providing a 
boost to the local rural economy.”
 Prairie Power, Inc., with head quarters in Jacksonville, 
Ill., is receiving a $98,000 grant to provide renewable 
energy development assistance for rural small businesses 
and agriculture  producers. Prairie Power is a  generation 
and transmission (G&T) co-op serving 10 Illinois dis-
tribution co-ops. 
 Southern Illinois Power Cooperative, with head-
quarters in Marion, Ill., was selected for a $100,000 
grant to perform energy audits. Southern Illinois Power 
is a G&T serving seven dis tribution co-ops. Th e grants 
to these  cooperatives will assist  farmers and rural small 
businesses evaluate their energy  effi  ciency potential and 
assess renewable energy technologies and resources that 
can be incorporated into their operations.
 For more information on the two G&T’s  renewable 
energy development and energy audit assistance, con-
tact John Freitag, Vice President of Operations for the 
Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives, 217-241-
7973 or e-mail jfreitag@aiec.coop.
 One of the other recipients was Big M Manufacturing 

Rural electric co-ops helped improve the work effi  ciency of  farmers 

with electricity nearly 75 years ago. Now Illinois electric co-ops 

have received funding to help farmers and small rural businesses 

with energy audits and renewable energy project development.

in Taylorville, owned by Melvin Repscher who serves on 
the Board of Directors for Rural Electric Convenience 
Cooperative in Auburn. Big M Manufacturing received 
a  renewable energy grant to purchase a 20-kW wind 
turbine. Big M has been manufac turing and  marketing 
 biomass-fueled heating systems to more than 80 dis-
tributors in the U.S. since 1992. 
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By Les O’Dell

F
orget about the multimillion-dollar 
contracts, the artifi cial grass, the video 
replay scoreboards and the designated 

hitter. Heck, you can even forget the gloves 
because a growing number of Illinoisans are 
taking the nation’s pastime back in time.
 Th ey call the game vintage base ball, and 
while the modern compound-word sport is 
competitive and complex, the two-word ver-
sion of the game is simple and subdued.
 “It’s all about the spirit of the game, not 
like baseball today,” says Lee Slider, 76, of 
Decatur’s Rock Springs Ground Squirrels 
Vintage Base Ball Club. “It is sandlot for 
adults, but we play by the rules of 1858 and 
use the language of the day.”
 Slider, who many refer to as “Th e Father 
of Vintage Base Ball in Illinois,” arranged 

for the team’s fi rst exhibition as an educa-
tional program of the Macon County 

Conservation District in 1993. From 
there, more games and more teams 
followed.
     “We’ve seen a number of clubs 
start,” he says. “Th e appeal is hav-
ing a good time with camaraderie 

and a chance to exercise just like 
they did in the old days. Sometimes 

former league players get upset that 
we’re not more competitive.”
 Th at non-competitive spirit of the game 
attracts players, called ballists, of all ages.

Men find ‘second 
childhood ’ in 
vintage game

10 • Illinois Country Living • www.icl.coop Photos by Steve Davis
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 “It’s a lot slower game and it’s 
more gentlemanly; it’s not nearly as 
intense as the majors,” explains Dan 
“Professor” Graber, 64, of Creston. 
Graber serves as pitcher – called 
hurler in 19th century vernacular – for 
the local club, the Regulators.
 “Th e game appeals to me at my age 
because I can still play,” he adds.
 As a retired history teacher, he says 
the way the game harkens back to a 
previous time also is a draw for him.
 “We try to use the uniforms from the 
era. I love the history of it. Th is is the 
game as it was started. We only have 14 
or 15 rules and as you play by them, you 
understand why they were changed.”
 Ah, the rules. It takes a while for 
fi rst-time spectators to understand the 
nuances and terms of the 1858 game. 
Hurlers must pitch underhanded 
after the batter (known as the striker) 
indicates where and how he would 
like the pitch. Balls and strikes are not 
called, outfi elders must play straight-
away for all batters and basemen – 
called base tenders – cannot play more 

than two steps away from their bases 
before the ball is hit. Th e shortstop is 
called the rover and can position him-
self any where he feels is benefi cial.
 Th ere are no stolen bases, batted 
balls that land just in front of home 
plate and spin into foul territory are 
considered fair and players are not 
allowed to overrun fi rst base.
 Additionally, balls caught on the 
fi rst bounce are outs. Th is one-bounce 
rule is popular with players, since 
gloves weren’t invented yet.
 “Gloves defeat the whole pur-
pose,” says the Ground Squirrels’ 
Bob “Droopy Drawers” Sampson, 61. 
“Otherwise, you’re playing modern 
baseball in funny uniforms.”
 Th e lack of hand protection causes 
players to approach the game a little 
diff erently.
 “Being able to catch it on one 
bounce really helps,” he says. 
“Sometimes, too, you’re just better off  
ducking on line drives, especially at 
my age.”
 Broken fi ngers and jammed digits 
are common. Most teams boast sev-
eral players who have had some sort 
of hand surgery from catching the 
ball, which is a little bigger and just 

slightly softer than a modern baseball. 
Sampson says vintage base ball is every 
orthopedic surgeon’s favorite sport.
 Lance Russell, who serves as fi rst 
base tender for the Murphysboro 
Clarkes, says throbbing and painful 
hands following a game led to his vin-
tage base ball nickname: Th umbs.
 It’s an unwritten rule that all play-
ers have nicknames. 
 “Th e nicknames are something that 
vintage base ball clubs have latched on 
to from the early game,” explains Jim 
“Weed Eater” Knoblauch, 55, of the 
Vermilion Voles club from Danville. 
“Many of the players from that era 
had a nickname, so now you either 
come self-equipped with a nickname 
or you earn one out on the fi eld.”
 Knoblauch’s alias came from the 
way he quickly found a ball that had 
rolled into the weeds. Todd Daniels, 
31, of Springfi eld’s Long Nine team, 
goes by “Pig,” a moniker his brother 
gave him at age 4. And what about 
“Droopy Drawers” Sampson? He says 
the name comes from an “unfortunate 
anatomical incident” during batting 
practice, and he bemoans the fact that 
players don’t get to choose their own 
nicknames.



 Graber says that it’s common for 
players to know other teams’ players 
by nicknames while having no idea 
of their real identities. Th e nicknames 
add to the on-fi eld banter between 
the teams – “not braggadocious, off -
putting or upsetting to the other team,” 
Slider says – and adds to the entertain-
ment level of the throwback sport. In 
fact, applause and calls of “Well played, 
sir. Well played,” come from both 
teams’ benches after a good play.

 Even the umpire gets 
into the spirit of the game. 
Called an arbitrator in vin-
tage matches, he is formally 
dressed (including top hat 
and cane), stands off  to the 
side of the fi eld instead of 
behind the catcher, who is 
referred to as, well, a behind. If 
necessary, the arbitrator will consult 
players or spectators before making 
a call. Most often, the ballists make 

their own rulings, so the role of the 
arbitrator is more of a facilitator for 
the match.
 “Th e arbitrator is sort of a mas-
ter of ceremonies and helps explain 
to the audience what is going on,” 
Knoblauch explains. “”He’s got to be 
a bit of a showman and entertain the 
fans between innings.”
 Arbitrators have the ability to fi ne 
players or fans for ungentlemanly con-
duct or language. Th ey can even levy 
fi nes of up to as much as a quarter for 
a bad play.
 “It’s all in fun like a good-natured 
family get-together,” Slider adds. 
“Th ose who are too serious get 
frustrated because it’s not the game 
they’re used to playing. We have, in 
a sense, recreated the attitude of the 
1850s before it became more of a pro-
fessional game.”
 Leaving the professionals to the 
well-manicured stadiums, vintage 
games can often be found in city parks, 
historic districts or any open fi eld.
 “No two fi elds are the same,” 
Jeff rey “Dawg” Wright, 44, of the 
Murphysboro Clarkes says. “Every 
place has its own unique characteris-
tics. It could have a huge tree in left 
fi eld, a valley in center or just be a 
horse pasture.”
 Th e vintage base ball family includes 
both male and female players ranging 
in age from their teens to their 70s.
 “I like the fact that it’s a type of the 
game that I can still play,” Knoblauch 
says. “All ages can be involved in the 

game; our team has 
had as many as 

three father-
son com-

binations 

If 
consult 

making 
s make

gamme; our team has 
had as many as

three father-
son com-

binations 
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play, so that’s a neat aspect.”
 Vintage base ball teams have been 
formed by historic districts, area 
museums or simply by people inter-
ested in playing. Often, one team 
helps another get its start by sharing 
suggestions and resources. Currently, 
squads are required to travel several 
hours for games, sometimes even to 
neighboring states. In keeping with 
tradition, home teams treat visitors to 
a meal following a match.
 Many of the ballists say the game 
reminds them of their own days 
gone by.
 “When you get out there and play 
ball it harkens back to your youth; 
it’s just fun,” Wright says. “You spend 
time with great guys and everyone has 
a good time. During the game, I feel 
like I’m 24 and then the next morning 
I feel like I’m 54. Eventually the pain 
goes away and by the next Saturday, 
you’re ready to play again.”
 Sampson calls playing vintage base 
ball “a second childhood.”
 “I’m still playing this game that I’ve 
played since I was 6, but now I’m not 
trying to make some team or having a 
coach scream at me,” he says. “In some 
ways it’s like being 10 years old for 20 
years. It’s all about having fun playing 
the game.”
 Knoblauch says some players enjoy 
playing their childhood game; some 
are drawn to the historical aspects, 
and others like the gentlemanly nature 
of the game. Many, like Wright, enjoy 
everything about vintage base ball. 
 “It takes the game back to its roots; 
the way base ball was created in the 
fi rst place. It’s like going back to the 
past, grabbing a piece of that, and 
bringing it to the present day.”

The vintage game has its own vocabulary, much of it as unique as the 
game itself. Here are some examples:

“Th e striker, a muckle, hit a daisy cutter to the center scout. Th e cranks shouted 

‘Huzzah’ as the ace was tallied.”

Translation: Th e batter, a power hitter, hit a sharply hit ball along the 
ground to center fi eld. Th e fans yelled ‘Hurrah’ as a run was scored.

“After a ginger by the rover, the striker said, ‘on the square, the behind tagged me.’ ”

Translation: “After an enthusiastic play by the shortstop, the batter said, 
‘to be truthful, the catcher tagged me.”

“Th e apple was caught on the bound by the basetender. ‘Two hands!’ called 

the arbitrator.”

Translation: “Th e ball was caught on one bounce by the infi elder. 
‘Two outs!’ called the umpire.”

For more information go to Th e Vintage Base Ball Federation website 
www.vintagebbf.com.
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Safety & Health

Downed power lines, emergency generators and icy roads can be deadly

Winter weather creates hidden dangers

Kyle Finley, who worked for Eastern Illini Electric 
Cooperative, now farms and provides safety 
demon strations to schools, companies and 
 emergency response employees across
the state. Live Line Demo, 217-474-7916,
KFinley@livelinedemo.com, or go to
www.livelinedemo.com.

In our earliest recollections 
as  children, we are told to 

stay away from electric cords 
and plug-ins. Th en we get a 
little older and venture out-
side and are warned to stay 
away from power lines outside 
the house. We are also called 
inside during lightning storms 
and told not to stand beneath 
trees. We generally comply, but 
don’t necessarily understand 
the complexity of the conduc-
tivity we are  avoiding. So, let’s 
break down the process a bit.
 Is water a conductor or an 
 insulator? If you think it’s such a great 
conductor, understand this. When it 
rains, and it turns to ice on all of the 
lines and transformers, why then does 
the electrical system not burn up and 
fall down because of the conductivity 
of water?
 Here’s the reason.
 Pure H20 is technically an insulator 
and when God gives us the rain, for 
the most part it’s pretty clean water.
 When it rains and water falls on the 
ground, however, it sucks in  minerals 
and chemicals like a sponge or magnet. 
Th at’s what makes most of our water 
conductive. In fact, the diff erence in 
well water from one home to another 
may vary in its  conductivity, purely on 
the basis of iron content. One home 
has a lot, the other has very little.
 In winter, snowy conditions add 
another layer of complexity to the 
equation.
 Now, what color is snow? It’s white. 
Whenever there is snow or ice on the 
ground and one of our co-op lines 
falls down, that line has even a higher 
chance of being energized on the 
ground than normal. Why? Because 
it’s insulated by the snow or the ice 
from making contact with the ground. 
It may not be arcing, it may however, 

be very much alive and diffi  cult to 
detect in the snow.
 You can’t hear it. You can’t smell it. 
You can’t see it. You never know if a 
line is energized until it’s too late. So 
the best thing to do is stay clear of it. 
 Having been a lineman, I know the 
best thing for the homeowner to do 
following an ice storm where power 
is aff ected, is to wait inside until the 
electric co-op restores power.
 Don’t assume that because you 
don’t have power that the lines are 
not energized. Your individual service 
could be down or it could be a three-
phase line in front of your home.
 While waiting, be very careful 
about using generators during  outages. 
A generator must be installed  properly 
with the proper transfer switch.
 Besides caring for the well-
being of others, think about this. If 
you kill somebody from generator 
 backfeed, do you have insurance? 
Many  insurance policies say you must 
be complying with codes in order to 
be covered. A wrongly wired, deadly 
generator would be in violation of the 
national electric code.
 What about plugging a heater or 
some lights into the  generator to help 
you get through the down time? As 

long as you don’t tie the main 
from your house into your 
own  generator, you’re okay. 
And remember fueling and 
ventilation safety when using 
a generator. Carbon  monoxide 
from it will kill you.
 To help prevent major and 
minor outages your co-op 
must have a good tree-
 trimming program and 
maintain thousands of miles 
of right of way. In addition 
to preventing outages tree- 
trimming also has a safety 
aspect.

 Let me explain. If you’ll notice, a 
tree that’s touched a power line will 
have burn marks. Th at means there is 
current fl owing into the tree and into 
the ground. If you are  touching the 
tree that is bumping the line could 
you be electrocuted? Absolutely.
 Another thing to keep in mind in 
winter: Roads are slippery. Should 
you slide off  the road in your vehicle 
and strike a pole, the best thing to do 
is wait for professional assistance to 
arrive. Unless your car is on fi re, stay 
put and warn passersby to stay away. 
Downed lines may be present.
 If you must exit the car due to fi re, 
jump away from the vehicle, landing 
on both feet and bunny hop to safety 
to prevent a pathway of current from 
passing through your body. Don’t 
shuffl  e. Don’t separate your feet. If at 
all possible, just stay put. Call for help.
 For more information contact
your local electric co-op, or go to
www.safeelectricity.org. 



For deep savings on your energy bills, look no further than your 
own backyard. With a ClimateMaster Heating and Cooling 
System, you get a 30% tax credit and can save more than half on 
your energy bill. ClimateMaster uses geothermal energy to tap 
the constant temperature of the Earth, keeping your home 
comfortable year-round. Best of all, a new system usually pays 
for itself in about five years and is a cleaner choice for the 
environment. If you’re ready to uncover extra cash each month, 
visit climatemaster.com. 

DIG HERE,
SAVE THOUSANDS.

An underground loop system and the constant 
temperature of the Earth combine to create a 
comfortable climate in your home.
 climatemaster.com

30% TAX CREDIT

CUT ENERGY BILL IN HALF

FINANCING AVAILABLE

Auburn, IL
Lonnie L Winn 
Heating & Cooling

217-438-1235

Bloomington, IL
Pro-Air
309-452-3415

Carbondale, IL
Jacobs Air 
 Conditioning & 
Heating, Inc.

618-529-2989

Champaign, IL
Lanz Heating & 
Cooling

217-202-6858

Divernon, IL
Weidner 
Refrigeration

217-628-3400

Dubuque, IA
All Season’s  Heating 
&  Cooling, Inc.

563-582-2584

Effi ngham, IL
Merz Heating & A/C
217-342-2323

Griggsville, IL
B-K Electric Inc.
217-833-2488

Jacksonville, IL
Brennan Sheet 
Metal

217-245-7181

Jerseyville, IL
Vanausdoll Heating 
& Cooling

618-498-4349

Marion, IL
Ponder Service, Inc.
618-977-8900

Paxton, IL
L & R Heating & 
Cooling, Inc.

217-379-3191

Pekin, IL
Central Heating & 
A/C

309-696-9080

Sugar Grove, IL
TRICO Mechanical
630-466-3662

Taylorville, IL
Yard Heating & 
Cooling

217-824-4737

Villa Grove, IL
R C Plumbing & 
Heating

217-832-9744

Watseka, IL
R&M Electric
815-432-4062
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David Robson is Extension 
Specialist, Pesticide Safety 
for the University of Illinois. 
drobson@illinois.edu

Yard & Garden

Help Mother Nature along with soil enrichment

Working the ground

Yet, you need both clay and 

sand, coupled with silt, to 

make a great soil. 

Spring will arrive sometime this 
month with any luck. Experience 

tells us it will. We can only hope.
 And with spring comes thoughts 
of getting into the garden as soon 
as possible for those with true green 
thumbs. For others, procrastination is 
the fi rst order.
 It all comes down to the soil. If it’s 
dry and the tem peratures are right, 
we can plant. If either condition isn’t 
 acceptable, planting is a waste of time 
and money. Plants and/or seeds can 
just sit there  rotting or  becoming 
worm and bird fodder.
 Th e ideal soil will allow you to 
plant early. It warms up faster and 
drains quickly enough that you can till 
it without worrying about destroying 
the structure.
 Does anyone have the ideal soil? 
Few. 
 Woodland soil isn’t ideal. Old 
 prairie grass soils are probably the 
closest to the ideal. Old, in this case, is 
thousands of years.
 If you live in a home that’s been 
built in the last 50 years, your soil is 

also far from ideal. Even the shallow 
organic woodland soil is better than 
an urban soil.
 Two important aspects about soil 
are organic matter and texture. 
 Texture refers to how much clay, 
silt and sand is in the soil. Sand gives 
the soil its gritty feeling, while clay is 
smooth. Sandy soils warm up fast and 
drain fast. Th ey are the ideal spring 
soil, though they have an abundance 
of large pores, which makes them 
harder to stay moist.
 Clay on the other hand holds more 
water than a sponge. It’s hard for 
warmth to penetrate; rotting is a con-
stant battle. 
 Yet, you need both clay and sand, 
coupled with silt, to make a great soil. 
Sadly, though, you just can’t add one 
to the other and call it done.
 Most gardeners wouldn’t think 
about adding clay to a sandy soil. 
Instead, they just water more often 

and add organic matter.
 On the other hand, 

those with clay 
soil think you can 
just dump a little 
sand in the clay 

and it’s  magically 
 better. However, and this is 

a super-big however, you need 
to add 8 parts of sand for every 

part of clay. In other words, 
you need to mix in 8 

inches of sand for each 
inch of clay, or 8 
feet of sand for a 
foot of clay. 

 Th e reason is 
that clay will fi ll 

in between the sand particles and 
you end up with something close to 
concrete.
 Th at’s where organic matter comes 
in. Organic matter is the tie that binds 
particles together. Add some to clay 
soil and it forces the clay particles a 
part. Added to sand, it fi lls in with-
out  causing a concrete-like  hardness. 
And you don’t have to go with an 8 
to 1 ratio. Generally, 4 to 6 inches of 
organic matter tilled in is enough. 
Compost and composted manures are 
the best sources.
 However, (and I emphasize this), 
organic matter doesn’t last forever and 
ever like sand and clay. It will break 
down over time and you’re left with 
your sand and clay again.
 Breakdown speed depends on the 
initial quality of the soil and weather 
conditions. Generally though, most 
organic matter is broken down within 
a year. You might be able to fi nd about 
a quarter-inch of your organic matter 
a year later. Th at’s why you sometimes 
need to lift up the peren nials you 
planted every three to fi ve years and 
add more organic matter.
 You could start by adding more 
organic matter in the fi rst place, but 
realize it’s not always the best growing 
media and it can be diffi  cult to till in, 
though if you are intent on doubling 
the organic matter, do so in smaller 
amounts, making several tilling 
passes over an area while adding the 
 material. 



#3293/#33-2065 #3657/#28-0858

800-447-7436
mortonbuildings.com

Whether it’s an all-purpose acreage building, single-car garage, hobby shop or horse
barn, we have a building to house your passion. If your dream building is as unique
as you are, we can do that too. Morton can help you get a custom structure that
fits your lifestyle. 

Morton Buildings works with you throughout the building process to ensure you
get a building that is both functional and attractive. With our high-quality materials
and years of experience, you can be confident you are making an investment that is
built to last.

Call or visit our website for more information

Style and QualityStyle and Quality

© 2011 Morton Buildings, Inc. All rights reserved. A listing of GC licenses available at mortonbuildings.com/licenses.aspx.
Reference Code 607

#3406/#21-2359

Garages  |  Machine Storage |  Equestrian  |  General Purpose  |  Hobby Shop  |  Farm Shop  |  Homes
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Energy Solutions

GeoSpring heat pump water heaters deliver top-rated effi  ciency

Bite on this tidbit for all seasons

Doug Rye, the “Doctor of 
Energy  Effi ciency-the King 
of Caulk and Talk” can be 
heard on several dif ferent 
Illinois radio stations.

May I wish you a happy 
 springtime? Soon, we’ll have 

warmer weather, pretty fl owers,  biting 
fi sh and it seems we are all more 
cheerful.
 Th ose of you who read this column 
and listen to our “Home Remedies” 
radio program probably think that 
Professor Tom and I are 
greatly excited about the 
General Electric Hybrid 
water heater (now called 
GeoSpring) and you are 
right. Why are we excited? 
Because rarely does a new 
product come along that 
actually performs as well as 
advertised and is  feasible, 
as well as good for the 
consumer. 
 Tom and I have been in 
the energy effi  ciency fi eld 
for a combined 50 years 
and we have seen many 
so-called miracle  products 
come and, mostly, go. We 
have seen the magic black boxes, the 
many diff erent room  heaters, the 
unbelievable sheets of  aluminum 
foil and many others. In my  opinion 
there are individual cases where 
these products may actually help, but 
almost never will they perform at 
the advertised 30, 40, or 50 percent 
savings.
 I believe that the GeoSpring heat 
pump water heater will perform 
exactly as we wrote about in last 
month’s column. By the way, that 
column drew a big response from you, 
the readers. Th e most often asked 
questions were, “What is the price?” 
and “How can it be 200 percent 
 effi  cient?” Well, you can call your local 
electric cooperative or dealer for the 
current price and I will handle the 
effi  ciency question.
 Th e engineering term that is used 

to state the effi  ciency is “coeffi  cient 
of performance” or “COP.” I like 
to say that the “COP” tells us how 
effi  cient the product converts a unit 
of elec tricity to heat. Here are three 
examples.
 As you try to move elec tricity 
through a metal wire it meets 
 resistance. In some metal coils the 
resistance is so great that the coil 
glows red hot. You would recog-
nize this in a toaster, a hair dryer, 
some electric room heaters and in 
an electric furnace. Most electric 
 heaters have a COP of 1.00 or an 
effi  ciency of 100 percent. One unit 
of elec tricity in and one unit of 
heat out.
 A heat pump is totally diff erent. 
It uses a compressor to move heat 
from one location to another and it 
does it at higher effi  ciencies. Th ink of 
your refrigerator. As the compressor 

runs it takes the heat out of the milk 
and puts that heat in the kitchen 
from the back of the refrigerator. A 
 refrigerator is a “heat pump.” It is 
just  pumping heat out. Th e COP of a 
properly installed heat pump is about 
2.5 or about 250 percent effi  cient at 
40 degrees or warmer. One unit of 

electricity in and 2.5 units 
of heat out.
 A geothermal  heating 
system has a COP of 
about 4.00 and one model 
has a COP of 5.00. One 
unit of electricity in and 
4 or 5 units of heat out. 
Wow, what do you think 
of that?
 When someone asks me 
how a heat pump works, 
I usually just say “really 
good.”
 Gas water heaters do 
not have COP  ratings 
because they are not  electric. 
Th ey have an Annual Fuel 

Utilization Effi  ciency (AFUE) rating. 
Th e AFUE rating of most gas water 
heaters is 57 percent or less. Th at 
simply means that about 43 percent of 
the gas heat goes straight up the fl ue 
to the sky above.
 I honestly believe that the 
GeoSpring heat pump water heater 
will deliver your hot water at over 200 
percent effi  ciency. It’s your choice.
 Th at’s it for this month. See you 
in April when the crappie are really 
 biting. 

“Th e COP of a properly 

installed heat pump is 

about 2.5 or about 250 

percent effi  cient at 40 

degrees or warmer.”
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LAST CHANCE TO NOMINATE
Honor a mother in your life to become ...
Illinois Country Mother of the Year

DEADLINE TO SUBMIT: Entries must 
be postmarked by March 11, 2011

Mail to: Jonie Larson, Illinois Country Living, 
P.O. Box 3787, Springfi eld, IL 62708-3787

*E-mail entries can be sent to jlarson@aiec.coop

Rules: The contest is open to any mother served by an Illinois electric  cooperative. No purchase is necessary. The winner will be selected 
by committee, and featured in the May edition of the Illinois Country Living magazine. 

All nomination letters submitted will be  published in May on Illinois Country Living’s Website at www.icl.coop.

Two years ago, Doyne Miller of rural Dennison, 

Ill. became our fi rst-ever Illinois Country 

Mother of the Year award winner. Her  family 

 nominated her for all the wonderful life-long 

 commitments she had made to them and the 

obstacles she had overcome. Now, you have a chance 

to  nominate a  deserving mother for the title. If 

your mom or another mom in your com munity 

is an extraordinary, loving and  deserving woman, 

 nominate her for the title. Tell us in 500 words 

about that  special mom, what she does and why she 

deserves to win.

 Plus complete the following form and send it 

along with your essay. If sending your essay by 

e-mail, just  include this information, also.

What will theWhat will the
Illinois Country Mother
Illinois Country Mother

of the Year win?of the Year win?
$100 gift certifi cate$100 gift certifi cate

and other prizesand other prizes

Her Name

Address City State Zip

In which Illinois electric cooperative territory she resides

Organizations to which she belongs

Person nominating her

Relationship to the nominee

Your phone number with area code

Nominee’s phone number with area code (we would contact her only if she wins)
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St. Louis Builder Home & Garden Show
America’s Center & Dome
St. Louis, MO 
March 3, 4, 5, 6, 2011

Home Show 2011
U.S. Cellar Coliseum - Bloomington, IL 
March 11, 12, 13

HBASI Spring Home Expo 2011
Williamson County Pavilion -
 Exposition Hall 
March 12 & 13

2011 WCIA 3 Home & Garden Show
Assembly Hall – Champaign, IL 
April 2 & 3

HBA of St. Louis & Eastern MO -
 Builders St. Charles Home Show
St. Charles Convention Center 
April 8, 9, 10

www.KillLakeWeeds.com/337

Before           After

New
Re-sealable

bag!

FREE SHIPPING! Certified and
approved for use by state agencies.

State permit may be required.
Registered with the Federal E. P. A.

10 lb. bag
treats up to
4,000 sq.ft.
$79.00. 

50 lb. bag
treats up to
20,000 sq.ft.
$308.00. 

AQUACIDE CO.AQUACIDE CO.
Write for FREE information:

PO Box 10748, DEPT 337
White Bear Lake, MN  55110-0748

Our
56th
year

KILL
LAKE

WEEDS

Call the Roof King for your 
Mobile Home Roofing Needs!

1-800-748-0645
Mobile Home Super Insulated

Roof Over Systems

Factory Direct from Roof King

www.roofking.net

yy DDDDDDiiiirreeecccctttttt fffrrrooommmm RRRRRRRooooooooffffff King
40 Year Warranty

TSOC TSEWOL
T re ecnarusnI efiL m

Rates figured on monthly cost for female non-tobacco users

BRANDON RAMLET

Issue ages through 90

(888) 250-5054

MID-AMERICA
Pole Barn Co.
30 x 50 x 10 Galvalume

$8,200.00

Call

Toll F
ree

Other
Sizes Available

Open M - F    8 to 5
1-866-456-0959

Price includes material, delivery, 
construction, factory trusses, screws

Price is subject to change without notice
 800-668-5422

25 X 40 X 16    value $10,200   NOW  $  7,990     
32 X 42 X 17    value $12,500   NOW  $  9,800     
50 X 120 X 22  value $49,900   NOW  $38,700     
Compare our prices and our quality.  We’re all for it!  Tough, rugged buildings 

that last! Heavy gauge AZ60 Galvalume steel. Totally maintenance free!

PIONEERSTEEL.COM     30 YEAR REPUTATION...BUILT OF STEEL           

Dare to Compare...BUILDING SALE EVENT!

MANY MODELS & SIZES AVAILABLE!
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Built with unstoppable power, the DR® FIELD and 
BRUSH MOWER promises no-nonsense performance 
and bulletproof reliability. Mow down head-high fi eld 
grass, tough brush, and saplings 3" thick. 

If you’re looking for the solution to your 
overgrown land, turn to the DR® FIELD 
and BRUSH MOWER. There’s 
nothing in the fi eld like it. And it’s 
yours to try for 6 months.

Tom Parent, Sales Manager
DR® POWER EQUIPMENT

®

MADE IN 
THE USA

Get a FREE DVD & Catalog

71105X  © 2011 

Fast-Growing
Hardwoods

For timber
investment
plantations

Other 
fast-growing

trees and
shrubs 

Some grow 
up to 6 ft. 
per year

12818 Edgerton Rd. New Haven, IN 46774
Toll-free 888-749-0799  

www.advancedtree.com

A D V A N C E D
TREE TECHNOLOGY

for screen,
shade and windbreak –
some grow up to 6 ft.
per year!

Also 
available

Rosemary Salix
• Fine textured

foliage
• Fast growth
• Smaller mature size – ideal

under power lines
• Thrives in moist and 

wet sites

Green Rocket 
Hybrid Cedar®

• Evergreen – grows 3 ft. 
or more per year

• Use for year-round privacy
screens and windbreaks

New!

Call toll-free 888-749-0799 
For FREE color brochure or to place an order

Fast-
Growing 
Trees 

■ Absorb environmental heat from the surrounding air and transfers it to the 
water, at the same time cooling and dehumidifying the ambient air
■ 60 and 80-gallon tank options mean more energy created through the heat 
pump technology that can be stored, resulting in increased savings
■ Can operate in EFFICIENCY, HYBRID ELECTRIC and VACATION modes 
■ User-friendly LCD Touch Pad Control with plain English text and intuitive 
status icons provides easy interaction
■ Conserves energy with up to 2.4 Energy Factor ( EF) rating
■ ENERGY STAR® qualified appliance

Voltex® Hybrid Electric Water Heaters 

How does Voltex® Hybrid Electric work? 
The Voltex® Hybrid Electric Heat Pump Water Heater is an integrated system 
that utilizes heat pump technology to provide a more efficient way to heat water 
with electricity. The Voltex pulls heat from the surrounding air and deposits the 
heat into the tank. The end result is very efficient production of hot water, with 
cooler and dehumidified air as a welcome by-product.

For more information go 
to www.hotwater.com or 

call 309-681-2424
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Visit www.icl.coop to see 
an archive of past 

Illinois Country Living recipes.

A Taste of Tradition
Who: Country Health, Inc. of Giff ord, IL

Cost: $10, including shipping

Details: hard-backed, three-ring-bound

Pages of recipes: 81

Send checks to: Barbara McFadden, 
PO Box 310, Giff ord, IL 61847 
or call 217-568-7839.

Lemon Pudding Dessert

Finest Cooking

Fruited Spinach Salad
 1 (11-oz.) can mandarin oranges
 1/4 C. olive oil
 3 T. raspberry fruit spread
 1 T. red wine vinegar
 1 (10-oz.) pkg. baby spinach
 1 red apple, chopped
 1 C. pecans, toasted

Drain oranges, reserving 1/2 C. juice. In 
a jar with a tight lid, combine oil, jam, 
vinegar and reserved juice; shake well. In 
a large salad bowl, toss oranges, spinach, 
apple and pecans. Serve with the dressing. 

Lemon Pudding Dessert
 1 stick butter, softened
 1 C. fl our
 1/2 C. chopped pecans
 2 sm. ctns. Cool Whip
 3 C. milk
 1 (8-oz.) pkg. cream cheese
 1 C. powdered sugar
 2 sm. pkgs. lemon instant pudding 
  (can use any fl avor)

Mix butter, fl our and pecans together. 
Press into a 9x13-inch pan. Bake at 375 
degrees for 20 minutes. Cool. Beat 1 
carton Cool Whip, cream cheese and 
powdered sugar. Spread over crust. Beat 
pudding with milk for 2 minutes. Spread 
over other layers. Top with remaining car-
ton of Cool Whip. Refrigerate until ready 
to serve.

Asparagus Casserole
 4 C. freshly cooked asparagus
 2 hard-boiled eggs, chopped
 4 T. butter or margarine
 4 T. all-purpose fl our
 2 C. milk
 12 Ritz crackers or 1 C. crushed 
  potato chips

Make a white sauce by melting butter. 
Add fl our, stir until the fl our and butter 
are well combined. Pour in milk, stirring 
constantly as it thickens. Add salt and 
pepper to taste. Remove from heat, add 
chopped eggs. Mix and then gently fold 
in asparagus. Place crushed crackers or 
chips on top. Dot with butter. Bake at 
350 degrees for 30 minutes. Options – 
Add cheddar cheese to the white sauce 
after you remove the sauce from heat. 
Broccoli or carrots can be substituted for 
asparagus. 

Cherry-Coconut Bars
 1 C. fl our
 1/2 C. margarine, softened
 3 T. powdered sugar
 2 eggs
 1 C. sugar
 1/4 C. fl our
 1 tsp. vanilla
 1/2 tsp. baking powder
 1/4 tsp. salt
 3/4 C. chopped nuts
 1/2 C. fl aked coconut
 1/2 C. maraschino cherries, drained 
  and chopped

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Mix 1 C. 
fl our, margarine and powdered sugar 
together. Press into a greased 8x8-inch or 
9x9-inch baking pan. Bake 10 minutes. 
Beat eggs, stir in sugar, fl our, vanilla, bak-
ing powder, salt, nuts, coconut and cher-
ries. Spread over baked layer. Bake until 
golden brown, 25 to 30 minutes. Cool. 
Cut into bars. 
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Chicken-Vegetable Soup
 1 lb. boneless, skinless chicken
  breasts, cut into cubes
 6 C. chicken broth, divided
 1 tsp. Italian seasoning
 3 garlic cloves, minced
 1/4 tsp. paprika
 4 sm. red potatoes, cut into 1-inch 
  pieces
 3 sm. carrots, cut into 1/2-inch pieces
 5 celery ribs, cut into ½-inch pieces
 1 med. onion, cut into wedges
 2 T. chopped celery leaves
 2 T. all-purpose fl our
 2 T. minced fresh parsley
 1-1/2 tsp. lemon juice

In a large saucepan, combine chicken, 
5-3/4 cups broth, Italian seasoning, 
garlic and paprika. Bring to a boil. 
Reduce heat; cover and simmer for 10 
minutes. Add potatoes, carrots, celery, 
onion and celery leaves. Bring to a boil. 
Reduce heat; cover and simmer for 
20-25 minutes, or until vegetables are 
tender. In a small bowl, combine fl our 
and remaining broth until smooth; add 
to pan. Bring to a boil; cook and stir 
for 2 minutes or until thickened. Stir 
in parsley and lemon juice.

Down Home Family Cooking
Who: Scott County Nursing Center Family Council 
in Winchester, IL

Cost: $10, including shipping

Details: soft-backed, spiral-bound

Pages of recipes: 178

Send checks to: Roberta Ryder, 81 Patterson Rd., 
Winchester, IL 62694 or call 217-742-5245.

Chicken-Vegetable Soup

Oatmeal-Apple-Raising 
Muffi ns
 1 egg
 1 C. raisins
 1/2 C. oil
 1 C. quick oats
 3 tsp. baking powder
 1 tsp. nutmeg
 3/4 C. milk
 1 apple, chopped
 1 C. fl our
 1/3 C. sugar
 2 tsp. cinnamon

Beat egg; stir in raisins, oil, oats, baking 
powder, nutmeg, milk, apple, fl our, sugar 
and cinnamon. Mix just until moistened. 
Pour into 12 greased muffi  n cups until 
3/4 full. Bake at 400 degrees for 15-20 
minutes. Serve cooled or hot with butter. 

Crunchy Oven-Fried Chicken
 1/4 C. butter
 5 C. corn fl akes
 1 tsp. salt
 1/4 tsp. pepper
 2 tsp. paprika
 1 (3 to 3-1/2 lb) cut-up broiler-fryer 
  chicken

Preheat oven to 375 degrees. Melt but-
ter in a jellyroll pan in the oven and pour 
into a shallow dish. Place corn fl akes, 
paprika, salt and pepper in a blender. 
Cover and blend on medium speed until 
mixture is a fi ne crumb. Pour crumbs into 
a shallow dish. Dip chicken into melted 
butter, then coat evenly with corn fl ake 
mixture. Place chicken skin side up, in 
jellyroll pan. Bake, uncovered, 45-60 
minutes, or until juice is no longer pink 
when center of thickest pieces are cut. 

Wacky Cake
 1-1/2 C. fl our
 1 C. sugar
 1/3 C. oil
 1 T. vinegar
 1 tsp. salt
 1 tsp. baking soda
 1/4 C. cocoa
 1 tsp. vanilla
 1 C. cold water

Sift fl our, sugar, salt, baking soda and 
cocoa together in a 8 or 9 inch square 
pan. Make three holes in dry mixture. 
Pour oil into one hole, vinegar into an-
other and vanilla into the last hole. Pour 
cold water over all and mix in the pan. 
Bake at 350 degree for 30 minutes. Th is 
can be doubled for a 9x13-inch cake.
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So there you are surfi ng the web, 
looking at the video of a cute 

puppy playfully attacking a mop when 
suddenly your screen fl ashes a warn-
ing: “Your computer is infected with 
a virus! Click here to remove it.” You 
follow the prompts and install what 
you believe is a virus removal program.
 Only the problem gets worse. Now, 
every time you boot up your computer, 
you are greeted with a screen telling 
you that you must activate the software 
in order to protect yourself. And, your 
computer won’t do anything else until 
you do.
 Oh no! You have inadvertently 
installed a malware/virus on your com-
puter. What do you do now?

How do I remove a computer virus?
 A fast way to check for viruses 
is to use an online scanner, such as 
Microsoft Security Essentials. Security 
Essentials is a free online service that 
helps you identify and remove viruses, 
clean up your hard disk and gener-
ally improve your computer’s perfor-
mance. Keep in mind that it won’t 
work for every operating system. Also, 
Microsoft’s scanner isn’t the only one 
out there. Most major antivirus com-
panies have something available for a 
free scan. However, they’re not all free.
 Once infected, your computer may 
or may not connect to the Internet. If 
you can connect to the Internet try the 
following steps:
• Go to http://www.microsoft.com/

security_essentials/default.aspx                                        
• Click the Download Now button.
• Follow the prompts to install the 

software.
• Allow the software to run a scan 

when prompted.

 If you have diffi  culty installing 
Microsoft Security Essentials, click the 
Installation video link to watch a full 
download and install. 
 If you can’t connect to the Internet, 
try restarting your computer in safe 

mode with networking enabled by fol-
lowing these steps:
• Restart your computer.
• When you see the computer manu-

facturer’s logo, press and hold the 
F8 key.

• On the Advanced Boot Options 
screen, use the arrow keys to high-
light Safe Mode with Networking, 
and then press Enter.

• Log on to your computer with a user 
account that has administrator rights.

 You should now be able to access the 
Internet to follow the steps above to 
install Security Essentials.  However, 
there are viruses that prevent Internet 
access even after restarting in safe 
mode. In that case, it may be time to 
consult a professional who can try to 
remove the virus manually. Removing 
a virus manually can be a technical 
process that you should only under-
take if you have experience with the 
Windows registry.
 Th ere are other tools out there 
that can help you remove viruses and 
malware. One common tool used in 
the industry is called Malwarebytes 
(www.malwarebytes.org.) Even if 
you can’t access the Internet on your 
computer, you can download a copy of 
Malwarebytes on another computer 
and then run it without the need for 
the Internet.

 Th ere is no one way to guaran-
tee your computer will be safe from 
viruses, and you may fi nd yourself in 
over your head. When that happens, 
make sure to seek out a technical pro-
fessional, and please make sure to do 
regular backups!
 Doing regular backups on your fi les 
can help you avoid data loss if your 
computer becomes infected again. 
Oh! And by the way, here’s a link to 
a video of a puppy attacking a mop: 
http://bit.ly/bi7YLm

Ed VanHoose is the 
Digital Communications 
Administrator/
IT Manager for the 
Association of Illinois 
Electric Cooperatives 
in Springfi eld. He is a 
specialist in the IT fi eld 
with over 12 years of 
 experience working in 
leadership roles for  technology based projects in 
Illinois and Missouri.

217-241-7941 • evanhoose@aiec.coop

Help! I’ve got a computer virus!

Everybody has technical issues. 
Some are interesting. Some aren’t. 
If you have an interesting technical 
problem that you want answered 
in a future edition of Powered Up, 
please drop me an e-mail. (I might 
even answer some of the uninter-
esting ones too.)
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 Market Place

Guest House Vacation Rental. 
Elizabethtown, IL. 2BR, 2Bath. 
Overlooking Ohio River. Near 
Garden of the Gods/Shawnee
Forest. Hunters welcome!
www.Hardincountybluehouse.com 
618-876-9118.

4' white pine trees, delivered, 
planted, mulched. $64.50 and 4' 
Norway Spruce $79.50 per tree. 
Buy 10 get 1 free. Call for other 
sizes, varieties or shades. Price may 
vary depending on geographical 
 location. www.atwoodtrees.com. Call 
217-886-2316.

Stay and Play in Southern Illinois’ 
Hardin County. Shawnee Forest, 
Ohio River, Garden of the Gods, Cave-
in-Rock. www.hardincountyil.org. 
Illinois Mile After Magnifi cent Mile. 
618-287-4333.

First Street Restaurant Equipment 
used slicers, tenderizers,  grinders, 
meatsaws, ss sinks, tables. New 
and used cooking equipment, pot-
tery wheels and kilns. 2615 So. 
First, Springfi eld, 217-522-3934, 
217-971-8592.

Cabins Southern Illinois Shawnee 
Forest. Five cabins, all sizes, all 
 amenities, but food. Massage  therapist 
available. Horseback rentals nearby. 
Pet-friendly. Near Garden of Gods, 
Rim rock, Pounds Hollow Lake, 
Cave-in-Rock. On Scenic Byway. 
Great for gatherings up to 30, 
 honeymoon, friends getaway
or just by yourself. Pavilion.
Gift Certifi cates Available.
www.rimrocksdogwoodcabins.com. 
618-264-6036.

Authorized Rainbow distributor. 
Repairs, supplies and service. Living 
air purifi ers. L&L Distributing, 116 S. 
VanBuren St., Newton, IL 62448. 
618-783-3755.

Filter Queen/Defender sales, service 
and supplies. For free information, 
call 800-753-5401, 618-948-2874 or 
write She-N-I, Inc. RR1, Allendale, 
IL 62410.

Be prepared for weather  emergencies 
with a home or car kit from On 
Your Own Emergency Disaster Kits. 
618-549-3090.

Photo/art work rendered on  artist 
canvas. Exceptionally unique 
 process merging professional 
 drawing,  painting and photography 
skills (mixed-media infusion) into 
 beautiful, collectible, one-of-a-
kind,  wallhanging size, pieces of art. 
Unlimited subjects yours or mine, 
family, homes, motorcycles, etc. 
Details 309-828-8434.

Wanted to buy: Standing timber, 
most species. Pay top prices. Call 
217-285-2760.

Midwest Bird and Animal Swap 
& Sale, March 27 & April 24 
at Monroe County Fairgrounds, 
Waterloo, IL from 5:30 to Noon. 
618-939-6809.

Sick camper refrigerator? 
Specializing 30 years in rebuilding 
cooling units. New and used units 
available. Camper repair. Crutcher’s 
RV, Cropsey, IL. 309-377-3721.

Earn $2,000 to $5,000/mo. without 
leaving your job! To fi nd out what 
others are doing call 866-274-0657.

Hardy Manufacturing  
Company, Inc. 

12345 Road 505   

PHILADELPHIA, MS 39350 

(1-800-542-7395)

Hardy Manufacturing  
Company, Inc. 

12345 Road 505   

PHILADELPHIA, MS 39350 

(1-800-542-7395)

“The Original” 
OUTSIDE 

WOODBURNING 
FURNACE 
“Since 1976” 

·  All stainless steel construction 
·  Heats home and household  
   hot water 
·  10-year warranty 
·  Connects to your existing  
   central duct  
   or hydronic system 
·  Standard with bronze  
   circulator pump and automatic  
   draft combustion  
   blower, and grates 
·  Units from 100,000 to 250,000  
   BTU’s output 
·  Financing Available (new)
· Dealer Inquiries Welcome

www.hardyheater.com 
Bates@hardyheater.com 

www.spearsbarnco.comww
*Shipping prices may be higher south of 
 College Station or west of Abilene
*Shipping prices may be higher south of 
 College Station or west of Abilene

w.spearsbarnco.com

SPEARS BARN COMPANY
We Offer Different Sizes & DesignsSPEARS BA

One 10  sliding door.
One walk-through door.
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Vacation cabins-Ohio River, 
Shawnee National Forest, 
Elizabethtown, IL. Cedar Hill River 
Cabins, Ohio River National Scenic 
Byway, www.cedarhillriverresort.com. 
217-652-4257.

It’s planting time. We have white 
pine and Norway Spruce to plant as 
wind break or privacy screen. Call 
John at TurfGreen Landscaping. 
217-793-1114 or 217-306-0248.

Central/ Southern Illinois 
Properties Wanted: Horse or Mini 
Farms, Land, Trailer Parks, Victorian 
& Country Homes, Estates, Log or 
Lake Houses. Since 1925, United 
Country has the premier  marketing 
program designed specifi cally for 
country properties! Our unique 
 specialty catalogs, ads and web sites 
are seen monthly by millions of 
local and nationwide buyers. We are 
exclusively affi  liated with Progressive 
Farmer, DU, Deere, FFA & Purina. 
Featured as the #1 Country Real 
Estate by ABC News, MSNBC, 
D&B, and the Wall Street Journal. 
Our offi  ce  exclusively services all
of the state with Illinois’ only
#1 dedicated country website- 
www.FarmAndLakeHouses.com. 
Visit our 2011 Real Estate Booths 
at: Illinois Horse Fair in Springfi eld 
(March 4-6), Deer & Turkey Expo in 
Peoria (March 25-27) & Yorkville’s 
Hunting & Fishing Days (Sept).
20 years of full time  experience.
Call Broker Jerry Grodesky 
217-386-4220.

Buying old coin accumulations. pre-
1964, gold teeth, rings, broken jewelry, 
pocket watches, will travel, whites 
coins 35 yrs. fair. 618-268-6070.

Dog Boarding - since 1999, large 
indoor/outdoor kennels, four potty 
breaks, heated & AC. Any size 
dogs, multiples welcome. Waterloo, 
618-939-3647.

Lake of Egypt House 2000' lake 
house gradual slope to water. 4-br, 
3-bath, central heat/air $150k. 
618-996-3130, twob3@juno.com.

Vacation Rental Gulf Shores, AL. 
Beach Condo 2BR/2BA/WD/
elevator/covered parking/on the 
beach www.ourgulfbeachcondo.com 
636-477-1099.

Cabins in the Shawnee Forest. 
Centrally located near all the 
major attractions. Hiking, 
 fi shing, biking, horseback, wine 
trail. WIllowbrookCabins.com. 
618-672-4815.

Geothermal fi lters, odd sizes
(1 or 2 inch width), high quality
custom made at low cost,
www.fi ltersabcgeothermal.com or call 
217-379-2400.

Interested in historic cemeteries? 
Illinois’ abandoned cemetery law 
explained and other stories in
this must-own DVD video:
www.southernmostillinoishistory.com.

Horse Tread Mill, 5 hp, slider 
bed, safe warm-up, exercise, cool 
down. Good condition, under 
cover, used periodically 2 1/2 years. 
618-964-1502.

Nine-acre building site - City water, 
good road, Franklin-Alexander 
school dist. - $45k. 217-370-9911, 
217-473-9532.

Fiberglass corrugated, 26-inch wide. 
8-12- foot long. 8 ft.-$6. 12 ft.-$9. 
Large supply, all colors. Dongola, IL. 
618-827-4737.

Sullivan home, almost one acre. Next 
to camp ground, Lake Shelbyville. 
Close to lake as you can get. Boat 
ramp adjoins property. 217-459-2429.

Insulation. 4x8 sheets, foil-backed 
foam. Also rolls of foil-bubble
pak-insulation. All factory seconds.
www.nichols5.com.Contact Ken 
Nichols, 800-424-1256.

Miniature Mediterranean donkeys. 
Pet, show and breeding quality. Gray 
duns, chocolates, spotteds and blacks. 
Visitors welcome. Canton, IL. 309-
647-7162. www.copperascreek.com.

Wanted to buy: Standing timber. All 
species. Pay top price. Clear or select 
cut. Call 815-434-4141.

January 2011 • icl.coop

Health care 
reform and you
Possibility of patient overload

concerns experts

Electric 
Cooperative’s

Your 

How to place an ad:

1) Type or print ad neatly.

2) Count words. Cost is $30 for up to the fi rst 20 words. $1.50 each additional 
word. Ads with insuffi  cient funds will not be printed.

3) Prepayment is required. Include check or money order with ad for amount due. 
Also  include address label from Illinois Country Living or other proof of Illinois 
electric cooperative membership. Only members of Illinois electric cooperatives 
may place Marketplace ads.

4) Mail to: Illinois Marketplace, P.O. Box 3787, Springfi eld, IL 62708, by  deadline.

Deadlines: May issue – March 21;
June issue – April 20.

We reserve the right to reject any advertisement. Ads postmarked after the deadline will 
be placed in the next available issue. 

A one-year sub scription to  Illinois Country Living is just $10.
Send a check or money order with name and address to:
 Subscriptions, Illinois Country  Living, P.O. Box 3787,
 Springfi eld, IL 62708.

1212 ISSUES
ONLY $10!$10!
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Call for a FREE DVD & Catalog!

877-201-5890
www.DRpowergrader.com

 with the patented new 
DR® POWER GRADER!

CARBIDE-TIPPED STEEL 
SCARIFYING TEETH which are 10X 
longer-wearing than regular steel, to shave 
down bumps, washboard, and high spots.

REAR LEVELING BLADE with patented 
geometry, fi lls in potholes, ruts, and wash-outs 
with loosened material.

REMOTE CONTROL allows you to make 
precise adjustments from your towing vehicle.

POWERED ACTUATOR with static 
holding strength of 3000 lbs. — raises 
and lowers the scarifying teeth to suit the 
conditions at hand.

TURN A ROUGH DRIVEWAY

INTO A 
SMOOTH RIDE... 

71
10

4X
 ©

 2
01

1

Tows behind ATV or Lawn Tractor

1.800.643.5555 
HeritageBuildings.com

At Heritage, we’re constantly evolving to meet 

farmer’s needs head-on.  Whether you’re in the 

market for a building to protect your tractors, or 

something to keep your livestock sheltered, we 

can help.  Today’s farmer has never had so many 

options.  Call us today for solutions that 
best suit your farm.

Keep it Simple.
Keep it Heritage. EXCLUSIVE OFFER!

FOR

Shelby Electric
Co Op Users

20% OFF
All Hearing Devices at

Hear Well
Hearing Care Centre

CALL TODAY!

217-824-5210

America’s Oldest & Largest Rare Breed Hatch ery
FREE COLOR CATALOG

Over 140 varieties of Baby Chicks, Ban tams, 
 Turkeys, Guineas, Peafowl, Game Birds, 
 Waterfowl, Juvenile Fowl. Also Eggs, Incubators, 
Books, Equip ment and Medications.

Call 1-800-456-3280
(24 hours a day)

Murray McMurray Hatchery,
C132, Webster City, Iowa 50595-0458
Website: http://www.mcmurrayhatchery.com

New from $995! Panama Canal,  
Rainforests and Beaches.

. . 28 .
, . .

com

# . .

1-606-668-3446
www.kybuildings.net

We are the Manufacturer!
Factory Direct Discounts!

R
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A rural what?
Yes, you belong to an electric cooperative

What are rural electric cooperatives? If you’ve 
recently moved into a rural part of Illinois 

and this magazine shows up at your door, you might 
very well be asking this question.
 If instead, you have lived on co-op lines for many years, 
you have at least some basic ideas of what a rural electric 
cooperative is intended to supply. What you may not know, 
is just how wide-spread electric cooperatives are.
 In Illinois, alone, electric co-ops serve more than 
half-a-million people. It started out with 
as an act by President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt to establish the REA in 1935 
and has grown throughout the country, 
taking electricity to the most remote 
parts of the country. Today more than 
900 electric cooperatives provide reliable 
and tech nologically advanced service 
to 42 million Americans. And 
it’s those members who own 
the  cooperatives and make the 
 decisions for operating them – 
a successful  business model by 
any estimation.
 What’s developed through-
out the years, however, are 
much more diverse  services. 
While providing aff ordable 
and reliable electricity con tinues 
to be each cooperative’s main 
 purpose, co-ops have expanded their 
 operations to bring improved lifestyle 
services to members. Some of these include 
lifeline rescue and new technology such as 
enhanced Internet and cell phone services.
 One of the most important things your 
 cooperative continues to do is represent you. 
When legislators  propose unfunded regulations, 
your cooperative and the Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives – to which your co-op belongs – steps up 
to speak out on your behalf. You have a voice in the 
state and a voice in Washington because you continue 
to employ people who work for you.
 Th e AIEC and your cooperative wants you to take 
a look at your statewide family of cooperatives, listed on 
the following page.

Jo-Carroll
Energy, Inc. 

(NFP)

Jo-Carroll
Energy, Inc. 

(NFP)
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 Electric  No. of meters Miles
 Cooperative Headquarters serviced of Line
 Adams Camp Point, Ill.  8,491 2,223

 Clay Flora, Ill.  3,236   951

 Clinton Breese, Ill.  5,855 1,041

 Coles-Moultrie Mattoon, Ill.  9,520 1,988

 Corn Belt Bloomington, Ill. 33,806 5,299

 Eastern Paxton, Ill. 13,731 4,522

 Egyptian Steeleville, Ill. 14,562 2,254

 Enerstar Paris, Ill.  5,352 1,517

 Farmers Geneseo, Ill.  1,519  357

 Illinois Rural Winchester, Ill. 10,555 2,935

 JoCarroll Elizabeth, Ill 18,673 2,064

 McDonough Macomb, Ill.  5,175 1,412

 M.J.M. Carlinville, Ill.  9,233 1,722

 Menard Petersburg, Ill. 10,488 2,582

 Monroe Waterloo, Ill.  7,037 1,199

 Norris Newton, Ill. 18,996 4,048

 Rock Janesville, Wis. 27,000 1,259

 RECC Auburn, Ill.  5,779 1,345

 Shelby Shelbyville, Ill.  9,918 2,244

 Southeastern Eldorado, Ill. 23,585 3,526

 Southern Dongola, Ill. 11,658 2,120

 Spoon River Canton, Ill.  4,984 1,259

 Tri-County Mt. Vernon, Ill. 15,945 3,364

 Wayne-White Fairfi eld, Ill. 13,684 3,377
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1-23, Tuesdays with Morrie/
Steel Beam Th eatre in St. 
Charles. 630-587-8521 or 
www.steelbeamtheatre.com. 

2-30, Sonata Coda: An Ex-
hibition of Keyboard 
Instruments in Freeport. 
815-235-9755, collections@
freeportartmuseum.org or 
www.freeportartmuseum.org. 

3, Mad Science: Star Trek 
Live at Effi  ngham Perfor-
mance Center. 800-745-3000 
or www.theEPC.org.

6, David Sedaris inWaukegan. 
847-782-2366 or
www.geneseetheatre.com. 

9, Th e Wonder Bread Years, 
at Effi  ngham Performance 
Center. 800-745-3000 or 
www.theEPC.org.

9, Beauty and the Beast 

in University Park. 
708-235-2222 or 
www.centertickets.net. 

9-10, Fever River Railroad 
Spring Open House in 
Freeport. 815-239-2354, 
stephcvb@aeroinc.net or Web 
site: http://www.feverriver.org. 

10, In Th e Mood in University 
Park. 708-235-2222 or 
www.centertickets.net. 

10, Midwest Round-up in 
Freeport. 815-235-2918. 

11, Disney’s Beauty and the 
Beast in Waukegan. 847-
782-2366 or www.genesee-
theatre.com. 

14, “Extra! Extra! Read All 
About Your Ancestors.” 

River Bend Senior Center, 
815-589-3160.

15-17, President U.S. Grant’s 
Birthday Celebration 
throughout Galena. 815 777-
9129 or www.galenahistory-
museum.org.

15-17, Antique and Garden 
Fair in Glencoe. 847-853-5440 
or www.chicagobotanic.org. 

15-17, Morel Mushroom 
Festival in Jonesboro. 618-
833-8697, ttlsr@midwest.net 
or www.trailoftears.com. 

16, Th e Hoppers in Waukegan. 
847-782-2366 or www.gen-
eseetheatre.com. 

16, Rhonda Vincent & 
Th e Rage, at Effi  ngham 
Performance Center.  
800-745-3000 or 
www.theEPC.org.

16, Mississippi Adventure 
Day by Fever River Outfi tters 
in Galena. 815-776-9425 or 
www.feverriveroutfi tters.com.

16, Mississippi River Clean 
Up 2011 starts at 8 a.m. at 
the the Ferry Landing Boat 
Launch in Galena. 815-858-
9100 or www.jdcf.org.

16-17, Stitches in Time 
Quilt and Needlework 
Show at Quincy Senior 
High School in Quincy. 
217-224-7763. 

22-23, Spores N More 
Mushroom Festival in 
Shelbyville. 217-774-2244, 
morel@lakeshelbyville.com or 
www.lakeshelbyville.com. 

23, Ecumenical Easter Egg 
Hunt at Washington Park in 
Quincy. 217-228-8696.

23, Spring Fashion Show and 
Luncheon at the Apple 
Canyon Lake Clubhouse 
in ºApple Canyon Lake. 
815-492-2238 or 
www.applecanyonlake.org.

26, All Community Read: 
Th e Luck of the Irish: Our 
Life in Country Clare, 
www.cityoff ulton.us or 
815-489-4545.

29-30, US Grant Pilgrimage 
in Galena. 815-397-0210 or 
www.usgrantpilgrimage.org.

29-5/1, Long Grove Choco-
late Fest in Long Grove. 
847-634-0888.

30-5/1, Dogwood Festival 
in Quincy. 217-222-7980 or 
www.quincychamber.org. 

30, Cache River Nature 
Festival in Cypress. 
618-634-2231 or 
www.cacherivernaturefest.org. 

30, Party for the Planet at 
Cosley Zoo in Wheaton. 
630-665-5534 or 
www.cosleyzoo.org. 

To be considered for inclusion, please submit events in the format used above. Preference is given to events sponsored by non-profi t 
entities. Submitting an event is not a guarantee of publication. Photos are welcome, but will not be returned unless a self-addressed 
and stamped envelope is provided. Events are subject to change, so please contact the event sponsor for confi rmation.

Deadline: March 15 for June Events. Mail to: Illinois Datebook, PO Box 3787, Springfi eld, IL 62708. E-mail to: Lrigoni@aiec.coop
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Contact a GeoComfort geothermal distributor in your area or visit www.geocomfort.com to learn more.

Bratcher Heating & Air Conditioning
Bloomington/Normal     309-454-1611

www.bratchercomfort.com

Bratcher Heating & Air Conditioning
Champaign     217-378-4328
www.bratchercomfort.com

Bratcher Heating & Air Conditioning
Paxton     217-370-6305

www.bratchercomfort.com

Climate Company
Breese

618-526-2135

Engel Heating & Cooling
Collinsville

618-344-0359

Davis Electric
Rushville

217-322-6677

Ernst Heating & Cooling
Hamel

618-633-2244

Fowler Heating & Cooling
Marion

618-997-5288

Jesse Heating & A/C
Decatur

217-422-1744

Jesse Heating & A/C
Champaign

217-352-8511

KCH Mechanical Inc.
Effingham     217-347-5755

jake_kch@live.com

Keck Heating & A/C
Quincy

217-223-5325

Kuchefski Heating & A/C
Danville

217-442-1454

Kuchefski Heating & A/C
Champaign

217-373-1454

LD Mechanical Contractors
Charleston

217-345-9633

Mark’s Heating & Cooling
Greenville     618-664-2499

www.markshc.com

McCann & Sons A/C & Heating Inc.
Alto Pass

618-893-4887

Neal’s Heating & Cooling
Marissa

618-295-3402

Neuhaus Heating & Cooling
Litchfield

217-324-2818

Philhower Electric, Plumbing & Heating
Tiskilwa

815-646-4481

R & H Plumbing & Heating Inc.
Altamont

618-483-6159

Rightnowar HVAC
Keenes

618-732-8268

South Side Hardware
Greenfield

217-368-2705

Stevens Heating & A/C
Quincy     217-222-5220
www.stevensquincy.com

Weeke Sales & Service
Okawville     618-243-5333

www.weekecustomcomfort.com

Weidner Refrigeration
Divernon

217-628-3400

Whitt Sales & Service, Inc.
Farina

618-245-6404

William J. Kraus & Son Keocuk
Keokuk

319-524-3714

Live 30% More Comfortably
As part of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009, the United States federal government has approved a 
30% tax credit for homeowners installing a qualified geothermal system. Unlike prior legislation, there is no maximum credit 
amount. There truly has never been a better time to install a GeoComfort® geothermal heating and cooling system.
*Tax credit applies to Energy Star rated geothermal models. System must be purchased between January 1, 2009 and December 31, 2016. See your local tax professional for 
more information.

Williams Heating Cooling Electric
Robinson

(618) 544-2922



QUINAULT EVERBEARING
STRAWBERRY

Extra Large! 
Delicious as they are big! 
A fi rm, deep red berry, 

they make fancy des-
serts. Excellent for 
preserves, freezing 
and eating fresh, 
too. When plant-
ed in April the 
Quinault produces 

July through Sep-
tember — right up 

until frost. Treat your-
self to a long season 

of huge, luscious-tasting 
strawberries.

N6607     25 for $6.99     
50 for $12.99     100 for $23.99

 HOW
  MANY ITEM #        DESCRIPTION           COST
  N5246 SHADE HYBRID POPLAR
  N5247 SCREEN HYBRID POPLAR 
  N5826 FREELANDER BLUE PRUNELLA
  N6214 HARDY PECANS
  N6607 QUINAULT STRAWBERRY
  N6891 WEEPING WILLOW

HYBRID POPLARS
Hardy, fast growing poplar!

When you need shade in a hurry, we suggest the fast-
growing Hybrid Poplar. It has a handsome shape and will 
actually shade a ranch-type home in just 3-5 years! We 
haven’t found any tree that grows like it. It has a spread 
of 30-35′ and in just a few years, at maturity, it reaches 
50-60′. It normally lives 30-50 years. It is wind, disease 
and insect-resistant — it can take the cold as far north as 
Canada. This is not the short-lived Lombardy Poplar. Best 
use is to provide beauty and quick, cool shade for new 
homes. Plant Hybrid Poplars for screening! The screen 
variety makes an ideal privacy hedge. It has a width of 
about 10′ and grows to a dense screen usually in 3 years. 
Plant for quick windbreaks on farms and for living snow 
fences. We ship strong, 2-4′ trees.

SAVE UP TO 60%
on Large Quantity Orders!

   N5246   Shade Variety Tree
   N5247   Screen Variety Tree

 2 for $6.95 NOW 2 for $3.47
(minimum order)

 5 for $15.95 NOW 5 for $7.97
 10 for $29.95 NOW 10 for $14.97
 20 for $57.95 NOW 20 for $28.97
 40 for $109.75 NOW 40 for $54.87

HOW TO GET YOUR FREE TREE
Simply send us an order (any size) for Hybrid 
Poplars and we will send you an additional 
fast growing Hybrid Poplar Tree free of 
charge. You must indicate your FREE TREE 
on the order form and also include variety 
— either shade or screen. No other nursery 
products included  in this FREE TREE offer.

ONE YEAR GUARANTEE
If any item you purchased from us does not live, 
for a free replacement just return the original 
shipping label along with your written request 
within 1 year of receipt. Replacement guaran-
tee is void unless the original shipping label is 
returned. For a refund of the purchase price, re-
turn the item and the original shipping label with 
correct postage affi xed within 14 days of receipt.

PLEASE SEND ITEMS CHECKED BELOW:

Name ____________________________________

Address __________________________________

City ________________State _________________

Zip _________________Phone ________________

Email ____________________________________

(xx    )

■ Check or Money Order enclosed.
■ Mastercard ■ VISA ■ Discover

Packing & Processing $______
SUBTOTAL $______

IL Residents add 6.25% Sales Tax $______
MN Residents add 6.875% Sales Tax $______

            TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED
OR CHARGED $______

2.95

FOUR SEASONS NURSERY
1706 Morrissey Drive DEPT. 902-5037 

Bloomington, Illinois 61704

Credit Card #:  _____________________________

Expiration Date:  ___________________________

Signature: _________________________________

FREE TREE 
■ N5246  SHADE    ■ N5247  SCREEN

(Indicate variety)
(Plant Screen trees 9′ apart.) One Hybrid Poplar Tree sent 
at no charge when you send us a paid order (any size) for 
Hybrid Poplars below. Only one FREE tree per customer.

Introducing the Fastest Growing 
Quality Shade Tree to America!

Order on-line at www.4SeasonsNurseries.com/quickorder.asp 

SCREEN VARIETY

SHADE VARIETY

HARDY PECANS
Big crops of delicious nuts!

(Carya illinoensis) A beautiful 40-75′ shade tree 
that bears an abundant crop of sweet, rich fl a-
vored hard shell nuts in fall. Practically immune 
to insects. Plant two trees for good pollination. 
Zones 5-9. We send 1-3′ trees. Sorry, cannot be 
shipped to Arizona, California or Washington.

N6214     2 for $9.99   
4 for $16.99     6 for $23.00

1/2 
PRICE!

FREELANDER BLUE 
PRUNELLA  Blooms all summer! 
Prolifi c bloomer from late spring until mid-au-
tumn! Grows only 7-10″ tall and spreads quickly 
to 18-24″. Perfect as a groundcover or border. 
Thrives in many types of soil and various cli-
mates. Full sun to partial shade. Zones 4-8.

N5826    3 for $3.99    
6 for $7.79    12 for $14.49

WEEPING WILLOW
Fastest growing shade tree!

(Salix babylonica) 
Grows as much as 
8-10′ a year! Has 
graceful drooping 
branches and fi ne, 
narrow, blue-green 
leaves that change 
to a rich golden 
color in autumn. 
Thrives in moist as 
well as dry loca-
tions. Tolerant of 
smog and smoke. It’s 
hardy and carefree. 
Nice 1 1/2-3′ nurs-
ery-grown trees.

N6891     $1.99 each     
2 for $3.79     3 for $4.99

 3 for
$399

 2 for
$999

$199
each

 25 for
$699
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