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CALL TODAY
877•893•0351
WE ARE OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 8 AM – MIDNIGHT EST • SUNDAY 9 AM – MIDNIGHT EST
OFFER ONLY GOOD TO NEW DISH SUBSCRIBERS WWW.INFINITYDISH.COM • SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

NOW AVAILABLE
150+ HD CHANNELS

RESPOND BY: 5/31/10

(8 channels
for 3 months)

(10 channels
for 3 months)

Up to 6 Room
Installation
•  No equipment to buy

•  Installation within 24 hours
in most areas

HD-DVR Upgrade
•  Multi-room viewing

and recording

•  Pause and rewind live TV

•  Skip recorded commercials

Best HD-DVR Available*

ACT NOW AND RECEIVE FREE:

LOCK IN YOUR

SAVINGS FOR 12 MONTHS

Digital Home Advantage offer requires 24-month commitment and credit qualification. If service is terminated before the end of commitment, a cancellation fee of $17.50/month remaining will apply. Programming credits will apply during the first 12 
months. All equipment is leased and must be returned to DISH Network® upon cancellation or unreturned equipment fees apply. Limit 6 leased tuners per account; lease upgrade fees will apply for select receivers; monthly fees may apply based on type 
and number of receivers. HD programming requires HD television. All prices, packages and programming subject to change without notice. Local channels only available in certain areas. Offer is subject to the terms of applicable Promotional and Residential 
Customer Agreements. Additional restrictions and fees may apply. First-time DISH Network® customers only. Offer ends 5/31/10. HBO/Showtime: Programming credits will apply during the first 3 months. Customer must downgrade or then-current price 
will apply. HBO® and related channels and service marks are the property of Home Box Office, Inc. SHOWTIME and related marks are trademarks of Showtime Networks Inc., a CBS company. InfinityDISH charges a one-time $49.95 non-refundable processing 
fee. *Rated ‘Best HD-DVR Available’ by c|net Editors’ Choice, February 2008. 
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THE POWER OF COMMUNITY
Illinois Rural Electric Cooperative 
Manager Bruce Giffi n tells how 
employees are helping start electric 
 co-ops in the rural areas of countries 
like Haiti.
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 Illinois Country Living is a monthly publication serving the communications needs 
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affecting their electric cooperative and the quality of life in rural Illinois.
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Co-op is adding renewable energy where it makes sense

Renewable energy without mandates

4          ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING  •  www.icl.coop

Rick Coons is the Chief Executive Offi cer 
for Wabash Valley Power Association, 
Inc.  Wabash Valley Power Association is 
a generation and transmission cooperative 
operating in four Midwestern States.

Climate change. Greenhouse gases. Renewable 
resources. Renewable energy credits. Cap and 

trade. Carbon taxes. These terms have become 
common in recent years, at least for those of us 
entrusted to operate electric cooperatives on  behalf 
of our members. And while we’re dealing with 
many new concerns and topics, the most important 
aspect of our business hasn’t changed: providing a 
reliable source of energy at a reasonable cost.
 Wabash Valley Power is a generation and 
transmission cooperative (G&T) headquartered 
in Indianapolis, Ind. Founded in 1963, we provide 
wholesale electricity to 28 electric dis tribution 
 cooperatives in Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, 
 Missouri and Ohio. We are proud to count Illinois 
 cooperatives Corn Belt Energy, EnerStar  Electric, 
and M.J.M. Electric as members of our G&T 
 cooperative.
 Since 1999, Wabash Valley has been a leader 
in the development of renewable generation in 
the Midwest, converting methane gas captured at 
landfi lls into electricity. We own 12 landfi ll gas 
plants, which combine to generate 33  megawatts of 
 electricity.
 Our board of directors has been very clear 
in its intentions: expand our use of renewable 
 resources where it makes good  economic sense. 
 Throughout the last  decade, building landfi ll 

 generation plants has done 
just that. These facilities 
deliver low-cost, reliable 
electricity. In  addition, 
we’ve been able to pur-
chase power from two 
wind farms, one  located 
in  Illinois and  another in 
Iowa. And we’re  working 
with s everal dairy farms to 
convert methane  created 
from  animal waste into 
 electricity. Whether 

we’re working on landfi ll plants, or wind or dairy 
farms, these projects are environmentally friendly, 
 economical and will provide a  reliable source of 
electricity for many years. And we’ve done this 
without a government mandate.
 As a seasoned executive in the electric  utility 
industry, I feel strongly that the United States 
needs a comprehensive energy policy encouraging 

electric generation using all types of fuel, while 
considering such factors as the environment and 
economy. Coal, nuclear, natural gas, solar, wind, 
hydro, biomass, methane are all viable fuels for the 
future. As much as we believe in and have invested 
in renewable fuel sources, we know that they alone 
won’t meet the energy needs of a vibrant, growing 
economy.
 In a region that relies on coal as the fuel source 
for the overwhelming majority of its electricity, we 
face increasing environmental pressures. Coal is 
abundant and local, and technology exists today 
that allows us to burn it in a much cleaner fashion. 
Scientists are working to improve the processes 
by which coal becomes electricity. It can be done 
without releasing harmful greenhouse gases; it 
just isn’t achievable, yet, in the quantities needed 
to meet the needs of America’s con sumers and 
 industries.
 Electricity is a “must have” in a growing 
 economy. It is not optional. How will plug-in 
 hybrids thrive if we can’t produce enough clean, 
 affordable electricity? Consider all the devices in 
our homes that use electricity: TVs, cell phones, 
computers, printers, iPods, and more –  technology 
plays an increasingly vital role in our everyday 
lives, and it’s dependant on electricity.
 Electric cooperatives nationwide are par-
ticipating in Our Energy, Our Future - a dialogue 
designed to improve the understanding of the com-
plexities of balancing affordability,  achievability 
and the environment. If you haven’t done so 
 already, be sure to visit www.ourenergy.coop for 
more information. Your voice is important!
 As electric cooperatives, we want to help you 
manage your electric usage and your electric bill. 
We want to be good stewards of the environment. 
And we want to be certain that affordability is con-
sidered as our legislators debate energy policy and 
climate change. Lend your voice to Our Energy, 
Our Future.  Working together, we can have it all: 
reliable,  affordable, and achievable.
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www.geocomfort.com

Looking for a better alternative 
to your existing furnace?

Look no further than a GeoComfort® 
geothermal system. Replacing your 
fossil fuel furnace with a GeoComfort 
system can reduce your monthly utility 
costs by up to 70%. What’s more, 
geothermal systems are the cleanest, 
quietest and most comfortable systems 
on the market.  It’s never too late or 
too early to consider a GeoComfort 
geothermal system for your home.  

GeoComfort. Live comfortably™.

For more information, 
visit your local GeoComfort dealer:

Bratcher Heating &
Air Conditioning

Bloomington/Normal 309-454-1611
Champaign 217-378-4328

Paxton 217-370-6305
www.bratchercomfort.com

Climate Company
Breese 618-526-2135

Engel Heating & Cooling
Collinsville 618-344-0359

Davis Electric
Rushville 217-322-6677

Ernst Heating & Cooling
Hamel 618-633-2244

Fowler Heating & Cooling
Marion 618-997-5288

Jesse Heating & A/C
Decatur 217-422-1744

Champaign 217-352-8511

R & H Plumbing &
Heating Inc.

Altamont 618-483-6159

Rightnowar
Keenes 618-732-8268

South Side Hardware
Greenfi eld 217-368-2705

Steffen Heating & A/C Inc.
Effi ngham 217-342-2062

Stevens Heating & A/C
Quincy 217-222-5220

www.stevensquincy.com

Weeke Sales & Service
Okawville 618-243-5333

www.weekecustomcomfort.com

Whitt Sales & Service, Inc.
Farina 618-245-6404

Keck Heating & A/C
Quincy 217-223-5325

Kuchefski Heating & A/C
Danville 217-442-1454

Champaign 217-373-1454

LD Mechanical Contractors
Charleston 217-345-9633

Mark's Heating & Cooling
Greenville 618-664-2499

www.markshc.com

Neal's Heating & Cooling
Marissa 618-295-3402

Neuhaus Heating & Cooling
Litchfi eld 217-324-2818

Philhower Electric,
Plumbing, & Heating

Tiskilwa 815-646-4481
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White House budget 
could cut electric co-op 
loan program
The Administration’s FY11 budget plan 

sent to Congress last month would cut 
Rural Utility Service’s (RUS) Electric Loan 
Program levels by 38 percent. The budget 
plan would only allow electric loan  lending 
for renewable energy, transmission, dis-
tribution and carbon capture projects on 
power plants. RUS could no longer lend 
for peaking natural gas generation and 
environmental upgrades to existing power 
plants. Co-ops have been leaders in energy 
effi ciency and renewable energy programs, 
but co-op leaders say energy demand can’t 
be met without new natural gas and other 
peaking and base load generation.

Buy into Energy Star appliance savings
The State of Illinois is offering the ENERGY 

STAR® Appliance Rebate Program, funded by 
the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act 
and the Illinois Department of Commerce and 
Economic Opportunity (DCEO).
 The program provides incentives for Illinois 
consumers to replace older appliances with specifi c 
residential ENERGY STAR qualifi ed appliances, 
water heaters, and HVAC equipment. The new 
appliances must be purchased in Illinois through 
participating retail stores or contractors.
 Illinois’ program will be rolled out in two phases:
 • The fi rst phase started Jan. 31, 2010 - 

 consumers can get rebates for ENERGY 
STAR heating and cooling equipment and 
water heaters.

 • From April 16 - 25, 2010, consumers can 
get Rebates on ENERGY STAR qualifi ed 
 appliances (clothes washers, dishwashers, 
refrigerators, freezers, room air conditioners.) 
There will be a 15 percent markdown at time 
of sale.

 In addition, residents are eligible for a rebate 
when the old appliance is picked up and recycled. 
A $50 rebate for washers and dishwashers and $100 
rebates for refrigerators and freezers will be granted. 
Required forms are proof of haul-away, mail-
in recycling rebate form and copy of receipt
from  purchase of new unit. The mail-in
recycling rebate form will be available at
www.illinoisenergy.org/appliances.

Heating/cooling rebates
 • Rebates began Jan. 31, 2010, and will con-

tinue until funds are depleted.
 • Central Air-Conditioners ($500 discount at 

time of purchase)
 • Air-Source Heat Pumps ($1,000 discount at 

time of purchase)
 • Propane Furnaces ($350 discount at time of 

purchase) 
 • Gas Furnaces ($350 discount at time of 

purchase)
 • Gas Boilers ($1,200 discount at time of 

purchase)
*Participating network contractors must install.

Water heater rebates
 • Rebates began Jan. 31, 2010 and will con-

tinue until funds are depleted.
 • Water Heaters (25% markdown at point 

of sale), including: gas-condensing water 
 heaters, electric heat pump water heaters, gas 
storage water heaters and gas tankless water 
heaters.

 All purchases must be made from participating 
dealers or retailers. Some restrictions apply. Listings 
and additional information can be found at
www.illinoisenergy.org/appliances or by calling 877-
782-7005. Rebates are not retroactive. Minimum 
equipment effi ciencies will be required. Program 
will be  available for residential-scale equipment, 
installed in Illinois. Installations in commercial 
spaces will not be applicable.
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Ten quick ways to save today
 1. Take a quick inventory of your home, and see what you 

might be able to turn off or unplug – cell phone  chargers, 
TVs, lights when you leave a room.

 2. Set the thermostat to the lowest comfortable  temperature. 
Moving the thermostat down one degree means as much as 
a 3-percent reduction in your heating bill.

 3. Keep heating system fi lters clean.
 4. Keep air vents clear of obstructions.
 5. Open blinds/drapes on the sunny side of the house  during 

the day, but close them at night.
 6. Compact fl uorescent lamps can replace bulbs in most table 

lamps and will save up to 75 percent and last up to 10 times 
longer.

 7. Wash full loads of clothes in the coolest water possible.
 8. Keep the temperature between 36 degrees and 40 degrees in 

the refrigerator and 0 degrees and 5 degrees in the freezer. 
Use a thermometer to check.

 9. Stop the dryer as soon as clothes are dry, or use the mois-
ture sensor control to automatically shut off the dryer. Over 
drying wastes energy and sets in wrinkles.

10. Dry loads one right after another. You’ll use less energy 
because the dryer is already heated.

Illinois Youth to Washington Tour launches Facebook page
For more than 50 years the Illinois 

Youth to Washington Tour has 
been sponsored by Illinois Electric and 
Telephone Cooperatives. The objective 
of the tour is to introduce young leaders 
to our democratic form of  government. 
Along the way, par ticipants are 
 introduced to the  cooperative form of 
business, and introduced to national 
co-op leaders.
 In order to provide a forum for 
past participants to keep in touch, 
and for future participants to fi nd 
 information, the AIEC has recently 
launched a Facebook page. The page 
contains photo albums of past trips, 
 announcements of scholarship oppor-
tunities and information about the 
upcoming 2010 tour.
 Past and prospective members 
are encouraged to visit the site and 
become a “fan.” You can fi nd the page 
by  visiting Facebook and performing a 
search for “Illinois Youth Tour.”
 For questions about participating 
in the Youth Tour please contact your 
local cooperative, or Linda Comstock 
at 217-241-7914.
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Buy CFL bulbs for $1 to $3 less
Electric cooperative members in many downstate Illinois areas 

can now purchase energy-effi cient compact fl uorescent bulbs, 
or CFLs, at discount prices. The discounts are part of a program 
sponsored by the Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic 
Opportunity in downstate areas, to promote increased use of 
energy effi cient CFLs. The bulbs are being discounted by $1 to $3 
per bulb, or more in some cases, by participating retailers.
 Sixty-two retailers, including some County Market, Ace 
Hardware, CVS Pharmacy, Family Dollar, Kroger, Rural King, 
Niemann’s and True Value stores are participating. A complete 
list of participating stores can be found at www.aiec.coop.
 If you replace 20 old bulbs with 20 CFLs you can save up to 
$100 in energy a year. They also produce less heat and last eight 
times longer.

Half of all home fi res caused by heating equipment 
Heating equipment is a leading 

cause of home fi res and nearly 
half of all home fi res occur during 
the winter months, according to 
the Offi ce of the Illinois State Fire 
Marshal (OSFM).
 “Each year in the U.S., the use 
and misuse of heating equipment 
—including furnaces, fi replaces and 
space heaters — accounts for about 
64,000 home structure fi res, more 
than 500 deaths, 1,400 injures and 
nearly $1 billion in direct property 

damage,” said Illinois State Fire 
Marshal Larry Matkaitis.
Home heating facts and safety tips:
• Fires are more likely to occur in 

the evening and peak from 6 p.m. 
to 11 p.m. 

• The leading factor was when 
 heating equipment was left too 
close to combustible items. 

• Maintain heating equipment and 
chimneys by having them cleaned 
and inspected annually by a 
professional. 

• Turn portable heaters off when leav-
ing the room or going to bed and 
never use your oven for heating. 

• Install and maintain carbon 
 monoxide (CO) alarms to avoid 
the risk of CO poisoning. 

• Install smoke alarms in every 
 bedroom, outside each sleeping 
area and on every level of the 
home. Test smoke alarms at least 
once a month. 

 For more information visit
www.state.il.us/osfm or www.nfpa.org/.

Help reform Illinois political districting
The Illinois League of Women Voters, Better Government Association, Illinois 

Campaign for Political Reform, Illinois Farm Bureau, members of the Illinois Reform 
Commission and  others are supporting the Fair Map Amendment Initiative, which 
 proposes a con stitutional amendment to change how legislative districts are drawn. They are 
 asking voters to sign a  petition by April 1.
 “The Illinois Fair Map Amendment will take unfair politics out of the redistricting 
process and put the power in the hands of the people,” explained Jan Czarnik, Executive 
Director of the Illinois League of Women Voters.
 According to data obtained at the State Board of Elections, since the current legis-
lative map was drawn by legislators in 2001, incumbents have won their elections at a 
staggering 98 percent success rate.
 “We were hopeful that the legislature was going to address redistricting reform in 2009, 
but with the year winding down it now appears that we need to take it directly to Illinois 
voters.” said Brad McMillan, a key member of the Illinois Reform Commission.
 The Illinois Fair Map Amendments partners are  looking for 500,000 people to sign the 
 petitions to ensure the voters will decide the question on the November 2010 ballot.
 Czarnik said the petitions are available at www.ILFairMap.com along with detailed 
 instructions, power point presentation, history and other information. For more information you can 
contact Czarnik at 312-939-5935.

Current Illinois 
Legislative Districts 
(excluding Cook County)
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Makes sense.  Less power  equa ls  more sav ings.  I ’m sav ing $105 

a  year  by shut t ing  down a l l  the  way.  What  can you do? F ind out 

how the l i t t l e  changes add up a t  TogetherWeSave.com.

TOGETHERWESAVE.COM

STICKING TO A BUDGET
IS EASIER WITH MY 
COMPUTER TURNED OFF.

 ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING  •  March 2010  9  
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 Old Rate 1        New Rate 1
 Facilities charge     $30.00   Facilities charge    $30.00
 First 1000 kWh    .10481 per kWh  First 1000 kWh      .11452 per kWh
 All kWh over 1000      .07475 per kWh  All kWh over 1000       .08167 per kWh

Table of Usage and Costs (Rate 1)

Monthly kWh usage Old Rate $ New Rate $ Difference $

0 kWh 30.00 30.00 0.00

250 kWh 56.20 58.63 2.43

500 kWh 82.41 87.26 4.85

750 kWh 108.61 115.89 7.28

1000 kWh 134.81 144.52 9.71

1500 kWh 172.19 185.36 13.17

2000 kWh 209.56 226.19 16.63

3000 kWh 284.31 307.86 23.55 

As you have heard or read in the Illinois Country 
Living Magazine or read in the letter that was sent 

in February, an adjustment of rates was scheduled to 
take effect the fi rst of 2010 because of the increase 
in wholesale power costs. Due to the extreme cold 
weather that came in the beginning of the year, the 
Board of Trustees at the January Board meeting, 
decided to DELAY the implementation of the rate 
adjustment until MARCH 1, 2010. This has been 
done in an effort to help reduce the expected higher 
electric bills caused by the increased electrical usage 
during this cold weather.
 The Board of Trustees has made every effort to 
gradually increase the rates that you pay to cover 
the increase in wholesale power cost over the past 
three years. The rate increase effective March 1 will 
increase revenue approximately $410,000 which will 
be used to pay the increase in the cost of wholesale 
power during 2010.

 The changes that will be made to the rates are 
based on a Cost of Service (COS) study that has 
been conducted by the engineering department at 
the Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives. As a 
result of the change in the Residential Rate 1, Rates 
11 and 12 (grain drying) and Rates 21 and 31 (electric 
heat) will all be affected. All other rate classes will 
also be affected.
 The old and new rates are shown below for Rate 
1 and a few examples are listed to give an idea as to 
how your bill might be affected. If you need help in 
determining what the effect will be on your bill, please 
contact the offi ce. 
 If you rent a security light where the co-operative 
provides the electricity for the light, the monthly rates 
of $9.65 and $13.50 will be increased to $10 and $14 
respectively.

RATE ADJUSTMENT DELAYED UNTIL MARCH 1, 2010

 The new rates will take effect MARCH 1, 2010 and will be refl ected in the APRIL 2010 bill. 
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Makes sense.  Less power equals  more savings.  I ’m saving $105 

a year  by shut t ing down al l  the way.  What  can you do? Find out 

how the l i t t le  changes add up at  TogetherWeSave.com.

TOGETHERWESAVE.COM

STICKING TO A BUDGET
IS EASIER WITH MY 
COMPUTER TURNED OFF.
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MeetingMeeting

Egyptian Electric

Member
MeetingMeeting

Egypt9.indd   9Egypt9.indd   9 2/8/10   11:17:16 AM2/8/10   11:17:16 AM



 ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING  •  March 2010  9  

The circles show where we offer Wireless Internet now. Wireless Internet is $22 per 
month. You just need a line of sight to the towers in the middle of the circle. 

Not in a circle? Call about WildBlue.

Call 1-800-468-4732 or 1-800-713-4782 for details.

Illinois Rural Electric Cooperative
Illinois Rural Telecommunication Co.
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WIRELESS
fast . . .

reliable . . .

affordable . . .

Your High-Speed
Internet Service

Connecting our members to the world

Visit our website to request a FREE site survey!
www.sandprairie.net

877-571-9851
793 US Route 20 West, Elizabeth, IL 61028-0390

A Service of

Jo-Carroll Energy
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 Local Co-op Connections Card 
businesses offer deals on fi ve areas of 
good health. Read on to discover how 
you can save while keeping your body 
in tip-top shape. See our Web site 
for complete details about these and 
other offers. 

1. Keep those pearly whites in great 
shape with a visit to Associates in 
Dentistry in Bartonville and Peoria. 
Save 5% on all services paid in full at 
time of service. 
 The Academy of General Dentist-
ry says that your smile tells dentists a 
lot about your overall health, includ-
ing whether or not you may be devel-
oping a disease like diabetes. When 
your mouth is healthy, chances are 
your overall health is good, too. On 
the other hand, if you have poor oral 
health, you may have other health 
problems. Research also shows that 
a healthy smile may actually prevent 
certain diseases from occurring.

5 ways to stay healthy with
Co-op Connections

2. Need your eyes checked? Bond Eye 
Associates in Pekin offers 15% off a 
complete pair of eyewear or sunwear 
(excludes contact lenses).  Bard Opti-
cal locations in Decatur, Jacksonville, 
Lincoln, Pekin and Peoria offer sav-
ings of 10% on disposable or specialty 
contacts and 20-40% on all other eye 
care products. Preferred program pro-
viders receive a reduced exam fee.
 WebMD states that most dis-
eases of the eye can be treated if 
they are found early enough, and 
recommends an eye appointment 
every one to two years. 

3. Do you visit a chiropractor? Doyle 
Family Chiropractic in Jacksonville 
offers 50% off your fi rst visit (some 
Medicare and insurance restrictions 
apply) and Reese Family Chiropractic 
in Jacksonville offers 10% off nutri-
tional products, custom orthotics and 
support pillows (excludes professional 
services). 

4. Ask your doctor about taking sup-
plements and visit the Medicine Stop 
of Peoria Pharmacy to save 5% on 
vitamins, over-the-counter medicines 
and prescriptions. 

5. Keeping physical fi tness a part of 
your life all year round can be a key 
element to staying healthy. Check 
out Dunham’s Sports in Jacksonville 
and Peoria for 10% off non-sale 
purchases (some restrictions apply-
see our Web site for details). Visit 
BikeTek in Springfi eld to get $5 off a 
tune-up to get your bike in top shape 
for spring and summer riding. Or visit 
Curves in Petersburg to get 50% off 
signup and the fi rst month free to 
start on a new fi tness adventure 
(new members only). 

5

4

3

2

1

Menard Electric Cooperative
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Makes sense.  Less power  equa ls  more sav ings.  I ’m sav ing $105 

a  year  by shut t ing  down a l l  the  way.  What  can you do? F ind out 

how the l i t t l e  changes add up a t  TogetherWeSave.com.

TOGETHERWESAVE.COM

STICKING TO A BUDGET
IS EASIER WITH MY 
COMPUTER TURNED OFF.
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Replace those old light bulbs
with energy saving CFLs

and grow your Pot O’ Green
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We’d like to thank our members for helping us score an “82” in the recent American Customer 
Satisfaction* Index. Your feedback puts Rural Electric Convenience Cooperative eight points higher than 
the utility industry average. 

Even though ACSI recognizes “customer” satisfaction, RECC members are in fact “owners.” That’s an 
important distinction. And it’s why we strive to provide a level of service that’s second to none.

Naturally, we’re honored. But we won’t let it go to our head. We’ll remain the dependable source of 
electricity our members never have to think about. Unless, of course, they’re being surveyed by the ACSI. 

Looking out for you.

Rural Electric Convenience Cooperative

*ACSI member ratings using the ACSI customer satisfaction survey questions in August 2009 are compared to the ACSI ratings 
  of residential customers of the U.S. largest investor-owned energy utilities.
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585 Highway 142 South • P.O. Box 251 • Eldorado, Illinois 62930

618-273-2611 or 800-833-2611 • Offi ce hours: 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. M-F

1.   Check the fuses or circuit breakers in your ser vice panels. If you have break ers, make sure 
  they are in the “ON” position.

2.   If you have a meter pole, check the main break er pan el just be low the meter socket. If the 
  break er is in the “OFF” po si tion, check all of your wir ing from the meter pole to your var i ous 
  build ings. If the wiring ap pears to be okay, re set the break er to the “ON” po si tion.

3.   If you still do not have pow er, check with neigh bors to see if they have power.

4.   To report a power failure or other emer gen cy, please phone 1-877-399-8405. This phone 
  num ber is monitored around the clock, 365 days per year to accept your outage and 
  emergency calls.

5.   Your phone call will be handled by SouthEastern’s au to mat ed outage reporting system and 
  will be identifi ed au to mat i cal ly through ANI (Automatic Number Iden ti fi  ca tion). An out age 
  record will then be generated for your location. Please note that the phone number from 
  which you place the call will be the num ber used to gen er ate the record. If the system fails 
  to recognize your phone number, mem bers having touch-tone phones may simply enter their 
  seven-digit phone number (without area code) in order to report the outage. Members not 
  having touch-tone phones will be asked to leave a message. It is im por tant you leave your 
  name, phone number and location of the out age. Retrieving messages and entering them 
  into the system is time consuming; therefore, please leave only a message that will help in 
  res to ra tion of electric service. Do not remain on the line for an operator because a live 
  operator is not there to respond. In order to keep a cur rent listing of all numbers, it is 
  important that you notify the Cooperative of any changes in your telephone number.

6.   Handling out age calls electronically allows you to re port power fail ures very quickly. Once 
  your outage has been re port ed, it will be dis patched to repair per son nel who will restore your 
  outage as soon as pos si ble. Calling back re peat ed ly will not shorten the length of the outage, 
  but may hinder the efforts of other mem bers who are trying to re port out ag es.

If your power goes off, we offer these suggestions

SE9.indd   9SE9.indd   9 2/8/10   11:21:12 AM2/8/10   11:21:12 AM



TVs,  gaming conso les ,  DVRs,  cab le  boxes and a lmost  anyth ing tha t 

has a  p lug uses energy even when i t ’s  o f f.  I ’m sav ing $222 a  year 

by pu l l ing  p lugs and turn ing of f  power  s t r ips .  What  can you do? F ind 

out  how the l i t t l e  changes add up a t  TogetherWeSave.com.

TOGETHERWESAVE.COM

I PULLED THE PLUG ON 
MY ENERGY COSTS JUST
BY PULLING A FEW PLUGS.

 ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING  •  March 2010  9  
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Makes sense.  Less power  equa ls  more sav ings.  I ’m sav ing $105 

a  year  by shut t ing  down a l l  the  way.  What  can you do? F ind out 

how the l i t t l e  changes add up a t  TogetherWeSave.com.

TOGETHERWESAVE.COM

STICKING TO A BUDGET
IS EASIER WITH MY 
COMPUTER TURNED OFF.
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We’d like to thank our members for helping us score an “81” in the recent American Customer Satisfaction 
(ACSI) Index. Your feedback puts Illinois co-ops seven points higher than the national utility industry 
average of 74. 

Even though ACSI recognizes “customer” satisfaction, your cooperative’s members are in fact “owners,” and 
that’s an important distinction. And it’s why we strive to provide a level of service that’s second to none. 

Naturally, we’re honored, but it won’t go to our head. We’ll remain the dependable source of electricity our 
members never have to think twice about … unless, of course, they’re being surveyed by the ACSI.
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Illinois residents have the 
opportunity to earn rebates for 

purchasing energy-effi cient appliances 
— everything from furnaces to 
refrigerators — to replace older, 
ineffi cient models.
 The Illinois ENERGY STAR 
Appliance Rebate Program is funded 
by the American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act, commonly known 
as the federal stimulus bill, and the 
Illinois Department of Commerce and 
Economic Opportunity. The program 
is being rolled out in two phases.
 The fi rst phase, which started Jan. 
31, offers rebates on qualifying heating 
and cooling equipment and water 
heaters at participating contractors 
and retailers. The program will 
continue as long as funding lasts.
 Consumers can receive rebates of 
$350 on a gas furnace, $500 on central 
air conditioning, $1,000 on air source 

heat pumps, and $1,200 on gas boilers. 
A 25 percent markdown is offered on 
qualifying water heaters.   
 The second phase runs from April 
16–25 and includes point-of-purchase 
rebates on qualifying refrigerators, 
freezers, clothes washers, dishwashers, 
and room air conditioners from 
participating retailers. This phase is 
timed to coincide with Earth Day on 
April 22. 
 These appliances will qualify for a 
15 percent markdown, and consumers 
will be eligible for a mail-in rebate of 
$50 to $100 when the old appliance is 
recycled.
 For more information on the 
program, call (877) 782-7005 or visit 
www.illinoisenergy.org/appliances.

Rebates available for upgrading to 
energy-efficient appliances

When consumers shop for new 
appliances, it’s common to 

focus on fi nding a product with an 
ENERGY STAR rating. But how do 
appliances get this rating? 
 Computers and monitors were the 
fi rst products to receive an effi ciency 
rating from ENERGY STAR, a 
program launched in 1992 by the 
U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency and U.S. Department of 
Energy. Since then, more than 60 
product categories have been added, 
from dishwashers to windows and 
DVD players. According to the 
program, ENERGY STAR-rated 
products deliver the same or better 
performance as comparable models 
while using less energy and saving 
money.
 For example, qualifi ed 
refrigerators must be at least 15 

percent more effi cient than the 
minimum federal effi ciency standard. 
By pushing for the manufacturing of 
more effi cient products, ENERGY 
STAR estimates the rating system 
saved businesses, organizations, and 
consumers $19 billion in 2008 alone.
 Consumers are taking advantage 
of the program. A survey by the 
Consortium for Energy Effi ciency 
discovered that 76 percent of 
American households recognize the 
ENERGY STAR brand. Of these 
consumers, 73 percent purchased an 
ENERGY STAR product within the 
last year. 
 These products can be recognized 
by their yellow EnergyGuide labels. 
Check the labels of various models 
before you buy. The difference 
on your monthly utility bill can 
be signifi cant, especially when 

considered over the 10- to 20-
year life of the appliance. So you 
could save money in the long run 
by choosing a model that’s more 
energy-effi cient, even if the purchase 
price is higher.
 To learn more about the 
ENERGY STAR program, visit 
www.energystar.gov.

Look for the ENERGY STAR label
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life is better 
with power

A U T O M A T I C  H O M E  S T A N D B Y  G E N E R A T O R S

P R O T E C T  T H E  T H I N G S  T H AT  M AT T E R  M O S T

Generac automatic standby  
generators provide peace of 

mind for you and your family. 
Every Generac Guardian 

Series generator offers 24/7 
power protection, hands-free 

operation and the easiest 
installation available.  

Sales, parts and service.  

 
1-217-774-2311 
www.shelbyelectric.coop

              Shelby Electric Cooperative Members ask how you can save $200 off the price 
                         & save money off your energy bill each month.  

Contact Shelby Energy today.

Affordable Wireless Broadband Internet
Now serving Windsor, Shelbyville, Findlay, Lakewood, Cowden, Tower Hill, Pana & Assumption

For more information call 774-2323  or email subscriberinterest@pwr-net.coop
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TheThe

Illinois co-op leader shares his insights on Haiti and Guatemala efforts

The online promotion for the 
Hotel Montana shows beautiful 

gardens,  gleaming tile fl oors and a 
picturesque view. It’s described as a 
place to socialize and dine, rest and 
dream, relax and enjoy. While it’s 
not pictured, in reality it’s protected 
by walls and guards – a secure haven 
for visitors. And that’s exactly what 
Bruce Giffi n, General Manager for 
Illinois Rural Electric Cooperative, 
observed on one of his trips to Haiti 

with the National Rural Electric 
Cooperative Association (NRECA) 
International Foundation.
 But the beauty of the well-devel-
oped Web site belies the horror that 
recently occurred at the hotel and the 
impoverished city around it. Today, it 
rests in ruins on the hillside just above 
Port-au-Prince. Reports say more 
than 100 people, as many as 200, died 
in the hotel as the earth shook and 
brought the walls down on Jan. 12. 
 A Web posting alert says the hotel 
is closed until further notice. A photo-
graph taken by the U.S. Navy pictures 
it as nothing but a heap on the ground. 
 The quake, measuring a magnitude 
of 7.0 on the Richter scale, caused im-
measurable devastation in the capital 
city, claiming an estimated 150,000-
200,000 lives. Housing, which was 
meager to begin with, is nothing more 

than rubble. Any infrastructure – in-
cluding power lines – is in ruins.
 Many humanitarians in the world 
are rushing to the rescue of the in-
jured people and orphaned children. 
And experts have teamed up and 
traveled to the broken country to 
assess the damage. Electric co-op em-
ployees are among them.
 About a week following the natural 
disaster, the NRECA International 
Foundation sent a four-person rapid-
response team to Haiti to assess the 
damage of the electric power sector. 
They had two assignments: Do a quick 
appraisal of short-term measures to 
repair critical segments of the elec-
trical power system and secondly, 
to identify emergency power 
needed at rescue centers such 
as hospitals, health centers 
and refugee camps. While 
there, they have been 

Below: Below: Members of the Fairfax County 
Urban Search and Rescue scale the col-
lapsed Montana Hotel during rescue op-
erations in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Jan. 14. 
The inset photo of the hotel was taken a 
couple years ago. 

By Jonie LarsonBy Jonie Larson

Photo by Bruce Giffi n

Photo by U.S. NavyPhoto by U.S. Navy
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able to install several emergency gener-
ators and have visited more than 4,000 
poles to assess damage.
 The NRECA International Foun-
dation has been present in Haiti since 
1998, one of 12 countries in the world 
where the cooperative organization 
is helping establish electric coopera-
tives. In its endeavors that year, the 
NRECA International Foundation 
established its fi rst electric cooperative 
in Haiti in the small town of Pignon, 
about 80 miles from Port-au-Prince.  
 While the epicenter of the quake 
was near the hotel in Port-au-Prince, 
Pignon was not directly affected. How-
ever, according to Ingrid Hunsizker, Se-
nior Program Manager for the NRECA 
International Foundation, Pignon is 
now a refugee point, with Pignon Co-
operative President Caleb Lucien, help-
ing the needy in every way possible.
 Giffi n, who has been an active 
participant in the foundation’s efforts, 
spent more than a week in Pignon 
on two occasions, once in 2007 and 
again in 2008. His mission was to give 
technical assistance and guide the new 
co-op board toward sustainability.
 More recently, from Jan. 20-24, 
Giffi n was in Guastatoya, Guate-
mala working for the NRECA, where 
he carried out a similar role. The 
NRECA International program covers 
the cost of transportation, means and 
housing for all volunteers. Three of his 
linemen were on that trip, too: Chad 
Gregory, Kenny Roundcount and 
Mike King. They returned at the end 
of January.
 Giffi n says the rewards of volun-
teering are two-fold, with those go-
ing, getting as much as they give. He 
says a trip to either place will change 
your life.
 In attempting to compare U.S. cul-
ture with that of either country, Giffi n 
shares a glimpse into his childhood. 
He says he lived in North Danville, 
Vt. when Dwight D. Eisenhower was 
president. Just two miles out of town, 
he said his family didn’t have electric-
ity. In a similar way, when you go to 
Guatemala or Haiti, houses out in the 
country don’t have electricity.
 “I’m probably one of 5,000 liv-
ing people who have ever been up to 
this little community called, Correal 

Viejo, literally on top of a mountain 
in Guatemala.” he says of the rural 
regions. Women and children there 
work in agricultural plots, a three-hour 
daily walk up and down the moun-
tain. There is no school. In places like 
that, people’s lives change enormously 
when they get lights.
 But even a short trip to volunteer 
in one of these remote locations will 
leave a lasting impression – from 
friendship to appreciation.
 One of the indelible marks of a trip 
to a developing country is that travel 
on U.S. roads is more than a comfort.  

 “The roads up the mountain are 
terrible. It’s a wonder we made it.” 
Giffi n said. “And in Haiti, the 80-mile 
trek from Pignon to Port-au-Prince 
takes over fi ve hours on the ‘National 
Highway.’ ” 
 But it’s not necessarily the hard-
ships of the Haitians or the Guatema-
lans that change the volunteers. It’s 
the people.
 Giffi n explains, “There are cultural 
differences, but the same is true here.” 
What makes the trip special is that 
you have the opportunity to help these 
people – to help them learn; to help 

 ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING  •  March 2010  11  

It takes hours to travel the “National Highway” in Haiti. Here it is seen a couple days 
after a rain. — Photo by Bruce Giffi n

Kenny Roundcount and Mike King, linemen from Illinois Rural Electric Cooperative, both 
wearing red shirts, help set a pole in Guastatoya, Guatemala. A third lineman, Chad Gregory, 
was also on the NRECA International sponsored trip.   — Photo by Bruce Giffi n
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them become self-suffi cient.
 Speaking with conviction, Giffi n 
shares genuine concern for the condi-
tions of these countries, particularly 
Haiti – before and after the quake. He 
said Port-au-Prince used to be “a city 
of two- to three-million people with 
two- to three-working stoplights.” He 
describes it as a place of “desperate 
squalor.”
 He says all of the good inten-
tions of those who have helped Haiti 
through the years do not go unnoticed, 
but in many ways the aid has unin-
tended consequences.
 “We (meaning the rest of the as-
sisting world) have created a depen-
dent society,” Giffi n says, noting the 
streets were lined with people who had 
nothing to do. That, coupled with the 
fact that many have limited education 
– not beyond the fourth or fi fth grade 
– puts the Haitians at a disadvantage.
 The quake has rightfully turned 
all the world’s attention to helping 
the survivors with basic needs. But to 
rebuild will take a greater vision. Gif-
fi n says incentives need to be created 
so it’s in the people’s interests to work: 

building roads, infrastructure and solv-
ing problems of deforestation. He says 
all of these projects could create jobs 
for the people and make them more 
independent.
 The goal of the NRECA Inter-
national program mirrors Giffi n’s 
understanding in many ways. It’s not 
a program equipped to support other 
countries. Its intentions are to reach 
out with brotherly arms and enlight-
en, giving others an opportunity to 
have better lives. It’s all about hands-
on training.
 Giffi n is happy to help with that. 
He points out a poster on the wall of 
Illinois Rural Electric’s offi ces – the 
same poster one would fi nd in Pignon. 
It reads in French: Cooperative Elec-
trique de Pignon. The fi rst sentence 
is written in Creole, but the value is 
the same as its American cooperative 
counterpart: “The cooperative exists 
to make the lives of the people better.”
 Giffi n’s linemen are just as com-
mitted to the mission. King, who just 
returned from Guatemala says he was 
the fi rst to raise his hand when the op-
portunity to go was extended.

 “It was worth every minute,” King 
says. He made friends, learned a little 
Spanish and found out that linework 
is linework, no matter where you do it. 
The conditions were not ideal. It was 
hot and very dry, much like the desert. 
But the biggest eye opener was the 
equipment.
 “It made me appreciate the trucks 
and the tools (back home)” King says. 
 Katalina Mayorga, Project Coor-
dinator for the NRECA International 
Foundation, was in Guatemala and got 
to witness some of the fi rst equipment 
handed out to the local electric crews 
employed. The Guatemalan linemen 
were using machetes to cut down 
cacti, brush and trees. They wore no 
gloves or hard hats. And the trucks 
they use to haul poles from the mill 
are often pickups borrowed from fam-
ily members.
 Seeing the need, the NRECA 
Foundation brought in hard hats right 
away and showed the workers how 
to assemble them. And work gloves 
are being provided by Illinois Rural 
Electric Cooperative. They were to 
be presented to Santiago Davila Mo-
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Wilbur, a line technician, gives a thumbs up when a transformer he replaced made the connection, 
bringing light to Pignon, a village 80 miles from Port-au-Prince.   — Photo by Bruce Giffi n
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NRECA International Programs: Lighting the World

Source: NRECA International 
Programs, ShareAlike

NRECA International Programs and volunteer linemen are building 
electric distribution lines in Bangladesh, Bolivia, Costa Rica, Dominican 
Republic, Guatemala, Haiti, Nigeria, Philippines, Senegal, Southern 
Sudan, and Yemen. As this map shows, co-op 
linemen are working around the world to 
provide power.  

Learn more at NRECAFoundation.coop

More than 2 billion people live without electricity—
64 million in Latin America, 500 million in

Africa, and more than 1 billion in Asia.

Did youDid you know?
youyouDid you know?

rales, Assistant General Manager for the 
electrical company of the municipality 
of Guastatoya, at this year’s NRECA an-
nual meeting in February.
 John Freitag, Vice President of Op-
erations for the Association of Illinois 
Electric Cooperatives and Jim Thomp-
son, Manager for Adams Electric will 
also soon play a role in teaching linemen 
in Guastatoya. The two have planned an 
initial trip to the city to survey the area 
for a lineman’s training school. They will 
go in early March.
 If given the opportunity, King will go 
back to Guatemala or he would volun-
teer in Haiti.
 “I would sign up every time,” he says, 
noting that it would be a gift to help 
those less fortunate.
 “I try to pay it forward,” King says.
 His attitude and others like him are 
exactly why Giffi n believes in the pro-
gram. He spoke from the heart about the 
character of his crew.
 “We send these guys and they be-
come part of a bigger community. We 
are saying, ‘You guys are good enough to 
represent us anywhere.’ 
 How well are they accepted there? 
“Just Fine. These are thoroughly authen-
tic people,” Giffi n says of his men. “They 
are well-grounded. They are OK in their 
own skins. No pretense. They are there 
to give a helping hand. My guys get to 
know these guys individually. It’s enor-
mously rewarding to help someone learn 
to do something.”
 In his report to the Illinois Rural 
Board of Directors, Giffi n says he 
quipped with the mayor of Guastatoya 
about his intentions in helping them. 
The mayor accused him of being a nice 
guy. Giffi n wrote in his own words: “ 
… the mayor looks at me, with a slight 
smile, and says another mayor had 
asked something to the effect: ‘What’s 
with these U.S. cooperative guys send-
ing crews and material? Nobody is 
that nice.’”
 To that Giffi n responds: “So, I tell 
the mayor, I’m not so nice. I’m pretty 
calculating.”
 The bottom line for Giffi n is this.
 “I send good guys there, I get better 
guys back.”
 And, in turn, the world gets a little 
brighter. Literally.

 ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING  •  March 2010  13  

 Members wanting to donate to the Haiti Relief Effort of the NRECA  Members wanting to donate to the Haiti Relief Effort of the NRECA 
International Foundation. Go to International Foundation. Go to www.nrecafoundation.coowww.nrecafoundation.coop to make  to make 
your contribution today. Donations will be used to help with the initial your contribution today. Donations will be used to help with the initial 
electrical relief assessments and future and potential electrifi cation re-electrical relief assessments and future and potential electrifi cation re-
construction efforts. All donations received through our Web site will construction efforts. All donations received through our Web site will 
be marked for the Foundation’s Haiti Relief effort (until further notice). be marked for the Foundation’s Haiti Relief effort (until further notice). 
You can also mail a check to NRECA International Foundation, 4301 You can also mail a check to NRECA International Foundation, 4301 
Wilson Blvd. Arlington, VA 22203. Please indicate in the memo “Haiti Wilson Blvd. Arlington, VA 22203. Please indicate in the memo “Haiti 
Relief Fund.” (As always, all donations are tax-deductible.)Relief Fund.” (As always, all donations are tax-deductible.)

HELP HAITI

Myk Manon, head of the NRECA International emergency response team 
in Haiti, and Bud Stanley, inspect a downed power line on a street in Port-
au-Prince. — Photo by NRECA International 
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Stay at least 10 feet from power lines with large farm equipment

Keep your farm family safe

Molly Hall is the Director of Safe 
 Electricity. E-mail: mollyh@illinois.edu 
and more electrical safety information for 
agriculture, visit the agribusiness section 
of www.SafeElectricity.org.

more than 10 feet below, above, and to the sides of 
the overhead  utility lines. He says, “Many farm elec-

trical  accidents involving 
power lines happen when 
 loading or preparing to 
transport equipment to 
fi elds, or while per forming 
main tenance or repairs 
on farm machinery near 
lines. It can be diffi cult 
to  estimate distance and 
sometimes a power line 
is  closer than it looks. A 

spotter or someone with a broader view can help.”
 Your second priority, if contact is made, is to 
stay in the cab of the tractor or sprayer and call for 
help. While your instinct may be to step away,  doing 
that could be deadly. Using cell phones, two-way 
radios, and anything else you can do to draw atten-
tion will be important in preventing a family tragedy. 
That  includes warning others to stay far away until 
the utility linemen have the chance to cut off the 
current and provide guidance in  untangling from the 
line.
 When row markers, spray booms or augers come 
too close to the wire it is possible for the electricity 
to arc or jump to the equipment which serves as a 
conductor. An operator in contact, who is standing 
on the ground, or steps down when  exiting a cab, 
will serve as the path of the elec tricity to the ground.
 Tragedies can also occur even when the equip-
ment does not come in contact with an overhead 
wire. Turning at the end of a fi eld, particularly with 
large equipment, can also cause the equipment to 
hook or snap a guy wire that helps to anchor utility 
poles. Solomon says pole guy wires are grounded to 
the neutral wire, but, “When one of the guy wires is 
broken, it can cause an electric current  disruption. 
This can make those neutral wires anything but 
harmless. If you hit a guy wire and break it, call the 
utility to fi x it.”

The need to cover more acres in a day has led 
many farmers to acquire cultivation, planting and 

crop protection equip-
ment that is larger than 
 designers of roads and 
utility infrastructure ever 
imagined. As an example, 
the new John Deere 
planter with 48 seed 
boxes is 120 feet wide and 
 provides  effi ciencies for 
large farming  operations. 
But such a family of farm 
equipment provides challenges when moving from 
fi eld to fi eld, or even  entering fi elds bordered by 
overhead utility lines.
 Extension agricultural engineer Jay Solomon, 
a member of the Energy Education Council’s Safe 
Electricity Task Force, says, “A planter that folds and 
unfolds up and over itself can extend high into the 
air and contact electric distribution lines that could 
energize the planter, the tractor and threaten the life 
of the operator.”
 Even planters that extend row markers can snag 
power lines. But spring planting is not the only time 
that farm equipment reaches high off the ground. 
Crop protection equipment, such as self-propelled 
 sprayers with 40 and 60 foot length booms can  easily 

pull thousands of volts into the equip-
ment by touching a power line when 
being prepared for use or stowed for 
movement between fi elds.
 Another spring hazard to  farmers 
who have on-farm grain  storage is the 
potential for grain  augers to contact 
overhead utility lines when they are 
being prepared to unload bins into 
semi-trailer trucks. Such contact can 
energize the auger, allowing electricity 

to fl ow through the drawbar hitch into the tractor. 
An  operator exiting the tractor can be critically or 
fatally injured by the current when the instant they 
step to the ground.
 Lives and limbs are lost every year to inadver-
tent elec trical contact by farm  operators. Your 2010 
pledge to yourself, your family and  workers should be 
to  faithfully use safety procedures in all facets of your 
farming operation.
 Solomon advises  farmers to keep equipment 
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visit us online at waterfurnace.com  |  (800) GEO-SAVE

CONTACT YOUR LOCAL WATERFURNACE DEALER

Bloomington
Wm. Masters, Inc.
(309) 662-8481

Brighton 
Den-Son Heating & Cooling
(618) 372-8375

Canton
Spoon River Mechanical Services
(309) 647-5009

Carbondale
GL Morris
(618) 457-0190

Charleston
Jansen’s Heating & Air
(217) 235-5223

Chester
Schumer Bros
(573) 547-6517

Cissna Park
Boyce Heating & Cooling
(815) 457-2700

Decatur
Design Air
(800) 452-7845

Delevan
Jeckel Plumbing & Heating
(309) 244-8265

Edwardsville
Cummings Heating & Cooling
(618) 656-8953

Effingham
Jansen’s Heating & Air

Energy
RSP Heating & Cooling
(618) 942-2424

Fairbury
Popejoy Plumbing, Htg & Electric
(815) 692-4471

Flora
Electro Electric, Inc.
(618) 662-4520

Gifford
Duden and Silver
(217) 568-7954

Goodfield
Hinrichsen Heating & Air
(309) 965-2604

Hamilton
Peters Heating & Air, Inc.
(217) 847-2777

Harrisburg
D&C Heating & Air
(618) 997-6577

Lawrenceville
Tracy Electric, Inc.
(618) 943-2243

Lincoln
Albert Service Heating & A/C
(217) 735-9990

Litchfield
Snell Enterprises, Inc.
(217) 324-4560

Macomb
Arnold Brothers Heating & Cooling
(309) 833-2852

Marion
D&C Heating & Air
(618) 997-6577

Mount Vernon
Holloway Heating & Air, Inc.
(618) 242-5481

Oglesby
John’s Service & Sales
(815) 883-3637

Pana
Jansen’s Heating & Air
(217) 562-5201

Paxton
Houston Plumbing & Heating
(800) 379-2165

Peru
Service Pro’s Heating & Cooling
(815) 223-0715

Petersburg
Collins Plumbing & Heating
(217) 632-3670

Pittsfield
Peters Heating & Air, Inc.
(217) 285-1600

Pontiac
Kupferschmid
(815) 844-4109

Quincy
Peters Heating & Air, Inc.
(217) 222-1368

Red Bud
DeRousse Heating & Air, Inc.
(618) 282-2224

Salem
Booher Tin Shop
(618) 548-1295

Springfield
Collins Plumbing & Heating
(217) 793-8031

Taylorville
Jansen’s Heating & Air
(217) 824-4138 

Thomasboro
Hoveln Heating & Cooling, Inc.
(217) 643-2125

Tilton
Blackie’s Automatic Engineering
(217) 442-1440

Virden
Snell Enterprises, Inc.
(217) 965-3911

Waterloo
DeRousse Heating & Air, Inc.
(618) 282-2224

Winchester
Little Heating & A/C, Inc.
(217) 742-3332

Thanks to the 30% federal tax credit, a flood of inexperienced, questionably trained dealers are now offering 
geothermal. While some companies allow anyone to sell their products, WaterFurnace requires an ongoing 
commitment to the most extensive training and education programs in the industry. That’s why WaterFurnace is the most 

recognized and respected name in residential geothermal. Or maybe it’s because WaterFurnace units use the clean, renewable energy 

found in your backyard to provide savings up to 70% on heating, cooling and hot water. Or is it thanks to the industry’s best warranty? 

Decide for yourself. Contact your local WaterFurnace dealer today... or be prepared to deal with a flood of your own.
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David Robson is an Ex ten sion  Ed u ca tor, 
Hor ti cul ture, at the Spring fi eld Ex ten sion 
Cen ter,  Uni ver si ty of Il li nois  Extension, 
P.O. Box 8199, Spring fi eld, IL 62791. 
 Tele phone: 217-782-6515. 
E-mail: drobson@uiuc.edu.
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Healthy turf management can reduce weed work

How to keep weeds at bay
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Hopefully during this month, the temperatures 
will warm, the sun will start shining again and 

the grass will start growing.
 Unfortunately, the weeds will also start 
 sprouting up all over the place.
 Some weeds are as annoying as housefl ies. 
Think violets. Think clover. In some situations, 
you don’t care that they are there and growing.
 Other weeds make you think they are more 
 annoying than they are. By the time you reach 
adulthood and start taking care of a lawn, dan-
delions become the scourge of the turf grass. Yet, 
as a child, you reveled in picking the fl owers and 
 making chains out of the fl ower stems.
 Today, nothing pleases me more than  popping 
a dandelion out of the lawn and fl owerbeds with 
a dandelion fork, hearing the hollow sound 
rever berate nearby as the root is sucked out. On 
the  other hand, seeing the roadside ablaze with 
thousands of golden fl owers blooming from this 
imported weed is breathtaking. Even watching 
the delicate seedpods blow in the wind makes you 
 appreciate nature.
 Others are more annoyingly aggressive, 
 spreading all over the place. There are few people 
who appreciate creeping Charlie, a.k.a. ground ivy. 
Crabgrass, come July and August, is just as bad. 
And tall fescue in a bluegrass lawn is just as bad. 

Dandelions are my arch enemy. If clover shows 
up, it gets to stay. Besides 
looking just so cute, it 
 attracts the bees. Violets are 
great while they bloom, but 
are dug out if they start to 
spread. Creeping Charlie is 
always a nemesis.
 True, one dandelion 
isn’t as a big a problem as a 

100. But are 10 plants that much better? Or worse?
 Our urban friends tend to be shamed into lawn 
care by neighbors, television ads and the bombard-
ment of lawn care service companies. Rural friends 
just appreciate something green on their property. 
To this date, even with all my experience, I can’t 
distinguish between dandelions, crabgrass and turf 
grasses at 55 miles per hour traveling down rural 
roads. (Well, if the dandelion is blooming, I can.)
 In some cases, your philosophy, which is 
shared by this author, could be to keep your yard 

 looking better than your neighbors. If they have 50 
 dandelions, it’s acceptable for you to have 25. 
 Still, if you are one of those that prefer a 
yard that is absolutely 100 percent turf grass with 
no  extraneous plants of any type, that’s perfectly 
 acceptable, as long as you realize that not everyone 
thinks the same.
 My neighbor once told me when I commented 
that there seemed to be more dandelions in their 
yard compared to the previous year, that they 
wouldn’t mind it one bit if I wanted to take the 
time to dig them out. They would even lend me 
their dandelion fork. 
 Yet, all these turf weeds are weak competitors 
compared to the one truly weedy plant in the lawn 
– the grass itself.
 Bluegrass, tall fescue, and Zoysia are tough 
competitors. When they get going, they’ll run 
rough shod over just about any other thing. You’ve 
seen how they can take over an unsuspecting fl ower 
garden, the vegetable plot or even the sidewalk.
 Trouble starts when the grass isn’t as strong 
as it should be. Anything to encourage good grass 
growth means poor weed growth, which means a 
green lawn without lots of work and the potential 
use of chemicals.
 Which brings us to a point about chemicals 
– use them with some discretion. Make sure you 
have a severe enough problem to warrant their use, 
after exhausting all other type of controls such as 
encouraging the turf grass and/or using a fork, rake, 
shovel or hoe.
 Consider spot treating established weeds 
instead of applying chemicals all over your yard 
where you might not have weeds. It doesn’t take 
any more time to spot treat than it does to walk the 
entire yard behind a spreader or with a sprayer on 
your arm.
 And, always, always, always, always read the 
instructions carefully and follow them to the letter 
before applying pesticides to the yard.
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and Labels - 00052
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Leather Cover and Labels - 00005
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One image. Leather Cover 
and Labels - 00155
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- 00194  Leather Cover and Labels - 00194 
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‘Thou shalt cool it’ - Now is the time to prepare for summer

Energy Effi ciency Commandment No. 3

18        ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING  •  www.icl.coop

Doug Rye, the “Doctor of Energy 
 Effi ciency-the King of Caulk and Talk” can 
be heard on several different Illinois radio 
stations. Or you can go to his Web site
at www.dougrye.com, e-mail him at
info@philliprye.com, or call 501-653-
7931. You can also sign up for a free 
newsletter and order his “how to” 
 videotapes.

I wish I had the power to command no more ice 
storms. But, of course, I don’t. I am aware that 

many of our readers have been 
 affected by the ice storms. In fact, the 
ice storm of 2009 was the worst that I 
have ever seen. When this happened, 
it just made me really aware of how 
much we depend on this wonderful 
product we call electricity.
 Let me take this opportunity to 
say to every single person who worked 
so many hours to restore electric dis-
tribution systems that originally took 
 decades to build – thank you, thank 
you, thank you.
 But, as always, life goes on and it 
is still impor tant that you make your 
home more energy  effi cient, especially with summer 
on the way. In just a few weeks, the temperature 
will start rising and attics will become much hotter.
 Well, I say, “cool it.” 

The worst-case scenario for home  energy 
 effi ciency is to have a roof without shade,  inadequate 
attic insulation and ductwork in the  attic. The  attic 
could easily be 140 degrees on a hot summer day. 
How would you like to sit in that attic and try to 
make homemade ice cream? Most likely you would 

keel over before the ice 
cream was ready. 
 Now, do you understand 
why it is better not to place 
any part of your cooling sys-
tem in the attic? For years I 
have been teaching this, but 
most builders still install the 
cooling system in the worst 
possible environment.
 So, let’s look at one 
 solution. 

 If you will install a radiant barrier on both the 
roof rafters and the west or southwest gable end 
of the attic, you can reduce the 140-degree tem-
perature by about 30 degrees. From a cooling cost 
standpoint, this is huge. The attic is 30 degrees 
cooler, the insulation is 30 degrees cooler and the 
ductwork is 30 degrees cooler. 
 Basically, this radiant barrier is a strong, rein-
forced aluminum foil and should be installed on 
the bottom of the rafters. It comes in 1,000-square-

foot rolls. Check with your local home center for 
 availability or call me at 501-653-7931 and I will 

help you. For new construction, the 
radiant barrier can simply be a part of 
the roof decking.
 If you need more insulation and 
a radiant  barrier, promise me you’ll 
 install it soon. If you wait until sum-
mer to work in your attic you could 
have a major melt down.
 I look forward to writing this 
 column every month. And I think 
that you can tell my heart is in it. 
Many of you have told me at my 
 seminars, on my radio show and at 
my offi ce, that you have  implemented 
my suggestions and that they work. 

 Actually, I never even think about them not 
 working because they always do. They always have a 
payback and once again, they are good  investments. 
 About a week ago, my wife and I were at our 
favorite sandwich shop to order a toasted turkey 
sandwich. A family of four was in line ahead of 
us. The wife just kept looking at us and fi nally she 
just blurted out, “Are you Doug Rye?” To which I 
 replied, “Does that scoundrel owe you money, too?” 
 She grabbed her husband’s arm and said, 
“Honey, Doug Rye is here, right behind us.” I have 
to admit that I like it when this happens. He shook 
my hand and told me that he was so glad that a 
subcontractor suggested that he order the Doug Rye 
New House video before they started construction. 
 He and his wife watched the video every night 
for several nights to be sure that their house was 
built correctly. Actually, his words were, “We did 
it and it worked.” He then thanked me. Isn’t that 
great? I was able to help another family, just like I 
help you with these columns.
 Now, I was hoping he would offer to buy me 
a sandwich with the money he saved. Oh well. I 
guess I better “cool it.”
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KILL LAKE WEEDS
Proven AQUACIDE PELLETS

10 lb. bag treats up to 4,000 sq.ft. $77.50.
50 lb. carton treats up to 20,000 sq.ft.
$299.00.  FREE SHIPPING! Certified
and approved for use by state agencies
State permit may be required. Registered
with the Federal E.P.A.

800-328-9350

Write for FREE information:

AQUACIDE CO.
Our 55th year
PO Box 10748, DEPT. 387
White Bear Lake, MN 55110-0748

"Spread it and forget it!"  
Marble size pellets.  Work at any depth

www.KillLakeWeeds.com/387

WE WERE BUILDING ENERGY-EFFICIENT,
LIFETIME WATER HEATERS BACK WHEN

’GREEN’WAS JUST THE COLOR OF GRASS.

Marathon Water Heaters have the quality and durability you can depend on.
They have lower energy costs over the long haul. They are Green Power ready.
And, they are warranted not to leak for as long as you own your home.

Get a Marathon and invest in the future.

Contact these Electric
Cooperatives of Illinois
regarding availability of
Marathon LIFETIME Water
Heaters in your area:
Clay Electric Cooperative, Inc.,
Flora, IL
(618)662-2171
Egyptian Electric Cooperative
Assoc., Murphysboro, IL
(800)606-1505
Monroe County Electric
Cooperative, Waterloo, IL
618)939-7171
Rural Electric Convenience
Cooperative, Auburn, IL
(217)438-6197
Shelby Electric Cooperative,
Shelbyville, IL
(800)677-2612
Southeastern Illinois Electric
Cooperative, Eldorado, IL
(618)273-2611
Southern Illinois Electric
Cooperative, Dongola, IL
(618)827-3555
Spoon River Electric Mechanical
Services, Canton, IL
(309)647-3450
Wayne-White Electric
Cooperative, Fairfield, IL
(618)842-2196
Or for additional information,
call: 800-478-9434
Or visit www.marathonheaters.com
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Recessed lights have been popular for decades, 
and remain the lighting fi xture of choice for 

overhead lighting. As with any other product in the 
home, some recessed light fi xtures are more energy 
effi cient than others. Effi cient options can use 80 
percent less electricity than ineffi cient versions and 
provide the same amount of light output with prac-
tically the same appearance.
 Recessed light fi xtures are unique  because they 
penetrate and are mounted in the  ceiling of a room. 
From an energy  con ser vation  standpoint, this is not 
an issue when  installed in the fi rst fl oor ceiling of a 
two-story house. However, if fi xtures are installed in 
the  second-story ceiling or the fi rst fl oor ceiling of 
a one-story house, a hole is created  between a con-
ditioned living area and the open,  uncon ditioned 
attic area.
 Without an effi cient design and proper 
 installation, a recessed lighting fi xture allows con-
ditioned air to leak out of the house.
 There are new energy effi cient recessed light 
fi xture designs that meet Energy Star standards. All 
of these fi xtures use fl uorescent light sources instead 
of ineffi cient incandescent bulbs. This fact alone 
reduces electricity consumption by 75 percent. The 
inside surface of the new fi xtures is also more refl ec-
tive than older ineffi cient versions.
 For fi xtures in ceilings where indoor air  leakage 
seems likely, select a new airtight  design with a 
sealed canister. The sealed airtight recessed fi xture 
canister, when installed properly, forms an airtight 
seal between the ceiling and the fi xture.
 As a safety note, if you already have recessed 
 lighting fi xtures in your home, do not go up into the 
 attic and wrap them with insulation to try to save energy. 
Wrapping older fi xtures with insulation can hold in too 
much heat, particularly when standard incandescent bulbs 
are used. The excess heat buildup can become an electrical 
or fi re hazard.
 If a recessed light fi xture will be installed in a ceiling 
under an insulated attic fl oor, select an insulation contact-
rated (IC) design. These fi xtures are designed to touch 
insulation without overheating the fi xture.
 To brighten an entire room, downlighting can be 
quite effective. In a normal-height ceiling, a four-foot 
spacing of recessed light fi xtures provides an even lighting 
pattern at fl oor level. Typical six-inch-diameter fl uorescent 
fi xed vertical fi xtures work well for downlighting. If you’d 
like to dim some of the lights, consider installing a second 

circuit and dimmer switch with incandescent bulbs in 
those fi xtures.
 For task lighting, a single fi xed vertical fi xture directly 
over the work area seems effective. Wall wash recessed 
lighting can be used to accent a painting or other wall 
hangings. For a sloped cathedral ceiling, install an angular 
recessed IC model fi xture.
 The following companies offer effi cient
recessed  fi xtures: Capri Lighting, (800) 234-1890,
www.caprilighting.com; Cooper Lighting, (770) 486-4800, 
www.cooperlighting.com; Juno Lighting, (847) 827-9880, 
www.junolighting.com; Lightolier, (800) 215-1068,
www.lightolier.com; and Sea Gull Lighting, (800) 347-
5483, www.seagulllighting.com.
 Send inquiries to: James Dulley, Illinois Country 
 Living, 6906 Royalgreen Dr., Cincinnati, OH 45244 or 
visit www.dulley.com.

Adjustable eyeball recessed light fi xtures are ideal to focus light on a 
specifi c object on the wall or fl oor.

Lighting your home
with style and effi ciency
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Cooperative Design & Print has faithfully served 
 cooperatives and other businesses for more than 40 years 
as part of the Association of Illinois Electric  Cooperatives.

We’re proud to continue in that tradition, providing for 
your business needs from concept to delivery!

For more information or to request
a bid, please contact:

Angie Bingenheimer, Manager
217-241-7942   •   abingenheimer@aiec.coop

Connie Newenham, Assistant Manager
217-241-7943   •   cnewenham@aiec.coop

Lisa Rigoni, Sales/Marketing Associate
217-241-7953   •   lrigoni@aiec.coop

09

June 12-19, 2009 

6/2/2009 

Our team of editors and graphic designers can help bring your ideas to life.
Web sites Signage Newsletters Stationery Annual Reports Brochures

We deliver on our promises, and also your materials – even to the post offi  ce, if 
you like. Yes, we can prepare, print and deliver your mailing for you!
Our pressmen and silkscreener take pride in ensuring that you’ll be pleased with 
your fi nished product.

www.coopdesignandprint.com

SAVINGS COME IN ALL
SHAPES . . . AND SIZES

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
AND ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY

You are invited to take 
advantage of a discount 
program on CFL bulbs!  
Remember, qualifi ed 
Energy Star CFL bulbs 
use about two-thirds less 
energy and last up to eight 
times longer than standard 
bulbs. For additional 
information and a list of 
stores participating in the 
discount program, visit 
www.aiec.coop.

This program is funded 
by a grant from the 
Department of Commerce 
and Economic Opportunity.
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Best Ever Cheesecake

Hot Jezabel

 1 C. apricot preserves
 1/4 tsp. horseradish
 1 tsp. freshly ground black pepper
 1 C. pineapple preserves
 3 tsp. dry mustard
 1 (8-oz.) pkg. cream cheese

Combine the apricot preserves, horserad-
ish, black pepper, pineapple preserves 
and dry mustard together. Store in the 
refrigerator in a covered jar. To serve, place 
cream cheese on a serving tray and top 
with 1/3 C. of sauce. Serve with crackers. 
Strawberry preserves can be substituted for 
the apricot preserves.

BeBest Ever Cheesecake

 1 (16-oz.) ctn. sour cream

 3 (8-oz.) pkgs. cream cheese

 3/4 C. sugar

 1/2 tsp. vanilla

 1 tsp. lemon juice

 5 eggs
 1 pkgs. refrigerated crescent roll dough

 Cinnamon

Blend sour cream, cream cheese, sugar, 

vanilla and lemon juice together. Beat in 

eggs, one at a time. Spread the crescent 

roll dough on the bottom of a 9x13-inch 

pan. Gently pour the cheese mixture onto 

the dough. Sprinkle with cinnamon. Bake 

at 350° for 50 minutes.

Plates, Papyrus, & Palettes – 
A collection of recipes, 

writings and art
Who: Little Egypt Arts Association in Marion, IL

Cost: $16, including shipping
Details: soft-backed, spiral-bound

Pages of recipes: 50
Send checks to: Patty Morrison, 

3870 Tall Tree Lake Road, Goreville, IL 62939 
or call 618-967-5397.

FINEST COOKING

Ratatouille Pie

 1 C. chopped zucchini
 1/2 C. chopped tomato
 1 med. garlic clove, chopped
 3/4 tsp. salt
 1/2 tsp. thyme
 1 C. shredded Monterey Jack cheese
 1/4 C. sour cream
 3 eggs
 1 C. chopped, pared eggplant
 1/4 C. chopped onion
 1/4 C. margarine
 1/2 tsp. dried basil
 1/8 tsp. pepper
 1-1/4 C. milk
 3/4 C. biscuit mix

Heat oven to 400°. Lightly grease a pie 
plate. Sauté vegetables and garlic in marga-
rine in a 10-inch skillet, stirring until crisp 
and tender (5-10 minutes). Add seasonings. 
Spread in the pie plate. Sprinkle cheese 
over the top. Beat sour cream, eggs, egg-
plant, onion, margarine, basil, pepper, milk 
and biscuit mix together with a hand mixer. 
Pour into the pie plate. Bake for 30-35 min-
utes or until a knife inserted into the center 
comes out clean. Let stand for 5 minutes.

Bean Soup

 1 lb. dried beans, any variety
 1 C. chopped celery
 4 T. chopped parsley
 3 T. tomato paste
 1/3 C. olive oil
 8 C. water
 1 C. diced carrots

In a large stockpot, soak the beans in water 
overnight. Drain and rinse in cold water. 
Return to pan, cover with 8 C. water and 
bring to a boil. Reduce heat and simmer 
for two hours or until the beans are tender. 
When cooked, add remaining ingredients 
and simmer for 30 minutes.

Cooking0310.indd   Sec1:22Cooking0310.indd   Sec1:22 2/16/2010   1:29:16 PM2/16/2010   1:29:16 PM



 ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING  •  March 2010  23

Visit www.icl.coop to see 
an archive of past 

Illinois Country Living recipes.

Cabbage Casserole

 1 head cabbage, chopped
 3 C. shredded Cheddar cheese
 20 butter fl avored crackers, crushed
 1 can cream of celery or cream of 
  mushroom soup
 1/4 C. butter or margarine
 1 can French Fried onions

Boil cabbage in salted water for 14 min-
utes; drain. Place a layer of cabbage in a 
buttered casserole dish. Layer half the soup 
and half the cheese; half the French fried 
onions and half the crackers, then layer 
everything a second time using the rest of 
the ingredients. Dot with butter. Bake at 
350° for 1 hour.

Soda Cake

 1 can orange soda
 1 box orange cake mix
 1 ctn. whipped cream

Mix soda with cake mix. Pour into a 
greased baking pan. Bake at 350° for 25-
30 minutes or until a toothpick inserted 
in the middle comes out clean. Top with 
whipped cream or your favorite icing. 
Have fun with this recipe. Use any fl avor 
soda and any fl avor cake mix you desire.

Cheesy Pizza Potatoes

 1 (7-oz.) pkg. au gratin potatoes
 2 T. butter
 2-3/4 C. boiling water
 1 C. milk
 1 lb. Italian sausage
 1 (8-oz.) can pizza sauce
 1 (4-oz.) jar sliced mushrooms, drained
 1 C. shredded Mozzarella cheese

Heat oven to 400°. In an ungreased 9x13-
inch glass baking dish, combine potatoes, 
sauce packet, butter and boiling water; 
mix well. Stir in the milk. Bake for 25 
minutes. Cook Italian sausage in a large 
skillet over medium heat until cooked, 
stirring frequently, drain. Stir in pizza sauce 
and mushrooms. Remove baking dish 
from the oven. Stir potatoes gently. Spoon 
meat mixture over potatoes. Sprinkle with 
cheese and onions. Return to the oven; 
bake an additional 10-15 minutes, or until 
potatoes are tender and cheese is melted. 
Let stand 5 minutes before serving to 
thicken sauce.

Heartland Saddle Club 
Cookbook

Who: Heartland Saddle Club, Arenzville, IL
Cost: $10, plus $3 shipping

Details: soft-backed, spiral-bound
Pages of recipes: 70

Send checks to: Connie Nordsiek,
 12129 Virginia Road, Arenzville, IL 62611 

or call 217-997-2150.

Mexican Dip

Soda Cake

Mexican Dip
 1 can refried beans 1 (8-oz.) ctn. sour cream  1 envelope Hidden Valley Ranch   Fiesta Ranch dip 1 C. shredded cheese Shredded lettuce 1 tomato, diced 1 bunch green onions, diced 1 sm. can black olives, sliced 1 pkg. Fritos or tortilla chips

Mix together the sour cream and Fiesta dip mix. Layer in an 8x8-inch baking pan, refried beans, sour cream mixture, shredded lettuce, shredded cheese, tomato, green onions and black olives. Refrigerate for an hour and then serve with Fritos or tortilla chips.
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Nominate a father for
Illinois Country Father of the Year
While every father is special, some are just extraordinary in

their willingness to help their families and others. If your

dad or another man in your community is deserving of this

honor, nominate him. Tell us in 500 words about that

special dad, what he does and why he deserves to win

the title. 

 Plus, complete the following form and send it

along with your essay. If sending your essay by

e-mail, just include this information, also.

DEADLINE TO SUBMIT:
Entries must be postmarked by April 9, 2010

Mail to: Jonie Larson, Illinois Country Living
P.O. Box 3787, Springfi eld, IL 62708-3787

*E-mail entries can be sent to jlarson@aiec.coop

Rules: The contest is open to any father served 
by an electric cooperative. No purchase is 
necessary. The winner will be selected by 
 committee, and featured in the June edition of 
the Illinois Country Living magazine. 

All nomination letters submitted will be 
 published in June on Illinois Country Living’s 
Web site at www.icl.coop.

His Name

Address City State Zip

In which Illinois electric cooperative territory he resides

Organizations to which he belongs

Person nominating him

Relationship to the nominee

Your phone number with area code

Nominee’s phone number with area code (we would contact him only if he wins)

What will the Illinois Country 

What will the Illinois Country Father of the Year win?
Father of the Year win?$100 gift certifi cate
$100 gift certifi cateand other prizes
and other prizes
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MARKETPLACE

Lake Weed and Algae Control. 
 “Mother Nature’s Way.” No 
 chemicals. Biological method with 
live bacteria that dissolves plant 
nutrients, black muck, and rotten egg 
odor. Controls all aquatic vegetation. 
Proven product. Guaranteed results. 
309-826-8444.

Miniature Mediterranean donkeys. 
Pet, show and breeding quality. Gray 
duns, chocolates, spotteds and blacks. 
Visitors welcome. Canton, IL. 309-
647-7162. www.copperascreek.com.

First Street Restaurant Equipment 
used slicers, tenderizers, grinders, 
meatsaws, ss sinks, tables. New and 
used cooking equipment, pottery 
wheels and kilns. 2615 So. First, 
Springfi eld, 217-522-3934, 217-971-
8592.

Wanted to buy: Standing timber. All 
species. Pay top price. Clear or select 
cut. Call 815-434-4141.

Authorized Rainbow distributor. 
Repairs, supplies and service. Living 
air purifi ers. L&L Distributing, 116 S. 
VanBuren St., Newton, IL 62448. 
618-783-3755.

Filter Queen/Defender sales, service 
and supplies. For free information, 
call 800-753-5401, 618-948-2874 or 
write She-N-I, Inc. RR1, Allendale, 
IL 62410.

Insulation. 4x8 sheets, foil-backed 
foam. Also rolls of foil-bubble pak-
insulation. All factory seconds.
www.nichols5.com.Contact Ken 
Nichols, 800-424-1256.

Midwest Bird and Animal Swap 
& Sale, March 28 and April 25 
at  Monroe County Fairgrounds, 
 Waterloo, IL from 5:30 to Noon. 
618-939-6809.

4' white pine trees, delivered, planted, 
mulched. $64.50 per tree. Buy 10 get 
1 free. Call for other sizes, varieties
or shades. Price may vary depending
on geographical location.
www.atwoodtrees.com.
Call 217-886-2316

Stay and Play in Southern Illinois’ 
Hardin County. Shawnee Forest, Ohio 
River, Garden of the Gods, Cave-
in-Rock. www.hardincountyil.org. 
Illinois Mile After Magnifi cent Mile. 
618-287-4333.

Guest House Vacation Rental. 
 Elizabethtown, IL. 2BR, 2Bath. 
 Overlooking Ohio River. Near 
Garden of the Gods/Shawnee Forest. 
www.Hardincountybluehouse.com 
618-876-9118.

Fish, Camp, Relax. 80 Acres of water 
stocked twice a year. Permanent camp 
sites. Full hook-up. Leave year-round 
with lake frontage. G.C. Fishing 
Camping Club. 309-826-8444.

20 wooded acres. Prime hunting with 
home and garage. 217-675-2056.

Songs of Sinatra - Unique enter-
tainment for seniors, anniversaries, 
 birthdays, private and com-
pany parties, sales events, in
surrounding Springfi eld area.
www.philsteinbergsings.com.

Fiberglass corrugated, 26-inch wide. 
8-12- foot long. 8 ft.-$6. 12 ft.-$9. 
Large supply, all colors. Dongola, IL. 
618-827-4737.

Earn $2,000 to $5,000/mo. without 
leaving your job! Call this 3 min. 
message and listen to what these 
people have done. 866-274-0657.

Vacation Rental Gulf Shores, AL. 
Beach Condo 2BR/2BA/WD/Pool/
Elevator/Covered parking/on the 
beach www.ourgulfbeachcondo.com 
636-477-1099.

PATENTED DESIGN enables you to
loosen and regrade enormous amounts of
materials with minimal power.

POWERED ACTUATOR allows you 
to control grading depth from your towing 
vehicle with a remote control.

CARBIDE-TIPPED SCARIFYING
TEETH loosen the hardest composite surfaces.

FILLS IN POTHOLES and wash-outs,
and smoothes washboard on gravel, lime-
stone, dirt, or sand roads without hauling in
new material, shoveling, or raking.

68
23

2X
 ©

 2
01

0

CALL TODAY! Get a FREE DVD and Catalog

1-877-201-5890
www.DRpowergrader.com

TOLL
FREE

Smooth Out Rough Roads
with the DR® POWER GRADER! 
Here’s what makes the DR® POWER GRADER the fastest, easiest, 
and simply the best do-it-yourself driveway grooming solution ever —
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Wanted to buy: Standing timber, most 
species. Pay top prices. Call 217-285-
2760.

Cabins in Shawnee Forest of  Southern 
Illinois. Five beautiful cabins of all 
sizes. All amenities. Everything 
provided but food. Meals and massage 
therapist available. Horseback riding 
nearby. Pet friendly. Near Garden
of Gods, adjacent to Rim Rock,
close to Pounds Hollow Lake.
On scenic byway. Pavillion.
Excellent for group gatherings.
www.rimrocksdogwoodcabins.com. 
618-264-6036.

Central Illinois Properties Wanted: 
Lake houses or lots, horse, hobby 
or mini farms, Victorian or coun-
try homes and recreational or farm 
land. We have buyers! Millions 
view our 10  Country Specialty 
 Catalogs. National Advertising in 
1100  Periodicals. Realtor Affi liates 
for Purina, Deere, DU & FFA. Our 
#1 Country Website reaches 800,000 
buyers monthly. Properties showcase 
on 15+ Websites with high Internet 
rankings. Only Realtor with exhibit 
booth & seminars at 8 Illinois Sport 
or Farm Shows. Central Illinois’ 
 hardest working Realtor -365
Days A Year! Call Broker
Jerry Grodesky 217-386-4220
or visit United  Country at
www.FarmAndLakeHouses.com

Fullblood Braunvieh Bull, 
 performance-tested, feed effi cient 
carcass quality, calving ease. Add 
hybrid vigor and maternal traits. Illini 
Braunvieh, Jason. 217-625-2506.

Wanted to buy: vinyl record albums 
and 45s. Call 618-724-9259.

Farm-raised Angus, grain-fed beef by 
quarters, sides or whole. Should grade 
upper choice or prime. 618-281-3622.

Mute swans. Will beautify your pond. 
Good moss control. No chemicals. 
Average life 20 years. $475 a pair. 
217-414-1349.

Lampshades recovered. have that old 
lampshade recovered to look like new. 
Reasonable rates.  Savanna, IL 815-
273-4087. Custom shades,  Victorian 
or traditional, also  available.

It's planting time. We have white pine 
and Norway Spruce to plant as wind 
break or privacy screen. Call John 
at TurfGreen Landscaping. 217-793-
1114 or 217-306-0248.

Singles “bachelor” room for long-
term rental. $350 per month. Electric 
heat, electric, water included.
Phone & satellite TV, your problem. 
Phone: 618-289-3296.

How to place an ad:

1) Type or print ad neatly.

2) Count words. Cost is $30 for up to the fi rst 20 words. $1.50 each additional 
word. Ads with insuffi cient funds will not be printed.

3) Prepayment is required. Include check or money order with ad for amount due. 
Also  include address label from Illinois Country Living or other proof of Illinois 
electric cooperative membership. Only members of Illinois electric cooperatives 
may place Marketplace ads.

4) Mail to: Illinois Marketplace, P.O. Box 3787, Springfield, IL 62708, by 
 deadline.

Deadlines: May issue – March 19;
June issue – April 20.

We reserve the right to reject any advertisement. Ads postmarked after the deadline will be placed 
in the next available issue.

Call the Roof King for your 
Mobile Home Roofing Needs!

1-800-748-0645
Mobile Home Super Insulated

Roof Over Systems

Factory Direct from Roof King

www.roofking.net

y DDDDDDiiiirreeecccctttttt fffrrrooommmm RRRRRRRooooooooffffff King
40 Year Warranty

Join America’s 
Greatest Recipe 

Swap!
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Hardy Manufacturing  
Company, Inc. 

12345 Road 505   

PHILADELPHIA, MS 39350 

(1-800-542-7395)

Hardy Manufacturing  
Company, Inc. 

12345 Road 505   

PHILADELPHIA, MS 39350 

(1-800-542-7395)

““The Original” 
OUTSIDE 

WOODBURNING 
FURNACE 
“Since 1976” 

·  All stainless steel construction 
·  Heats home and household  
   hot water 
·  10-year warranty 
·  Connects to your existing  
   central duct  
   or hydronic system 
·  Standard with bronze  
   circulator pump and automatic  
   draft combustion  
   blower, and grates 
·  Units from 100,000 to 250,000  
   BTU’s output 
·  Financing Available (new)
· Dealer Inquiries Welcome

www.hardyheater.com 
Bates@hardyheater.com 

We have 25 crop insurance specialists –  
at least one in every branch.

Our specialists focus only on  
crop insurance, providing a high level  
of agriculture expertise.

Our specialists help you understand the 
products so you can choose what best 
fits your needs.

On-farm service. Our specialists come  
to you at your convenience.

NEW FOR 2010! The option to purchase  
additional replant coverage.

 We Understand

Find A Specialist Near You

800.444.FARM
www.fcsillinois.com/contact.html

Doug Thompson typically uses 
higher-end revenue insurance 

for his own share of the crops but 
most of his landlords want lower-
premium coverage that protects 
them from only extreme loss.

One size doesn’t fit all when it comes to choosing crop insurance.

We Help You Unravel 
The Complexities Of Crop Insurance.

FAR FASTER & EASIER to use than 
hard-to-handle, walk-behind tillers.

BIG ENGINE POWER is ideal 
for large gardens, landscape 
projects, and food plots.

TILL A 3-FOOT SWATH with each 
pass – twice the width of most 
walk-behind tillers!

CREATE PERFECT SEEDBEDS with 
the smooth and deep-tilling action of 
24 steel bolo tines.

For smaller jobs...
The new DR® ROTO-HOG™ Mini 
Tiller is perfect for tight spots

• EASY turn-key electric-
start. No pull-starting!

• TWICE the power 
of other mini tillers!

Enjoy your best garden ever
— without breaking a sweat.

DR® ROTO-HOG™

POWER TILLER

68
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CALL TODAY! Get a FREE DVD and Catalog

1-877-201-5890
www.DRrototiller.com

TOLL
FREE

MID-AMERICA
Pole Barn Co.
30 x 50 x 10 Galvalume

$8,200.00

Call

Toll F
ree

Other
Sizes Available

Open M - F    8 to 5

1-866-456-0959

Price includes material, delivery, 

construction, factory trusses, screws

Price is subject to change without notice

1.800.643.5555 | HeritageBuildings.com

Size
24x36x10
33x45x10
45x60x12
54x80x14

*Price
$  4,357
$  5,919
$  9,439
$14,197

*Prices vary based on codes, loads and accessories.

You work hard, so should your metal 
building. Call Heritage today.

Buildings  
That Work For You
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1212 ISSUES ONLY $10!

A one-year sub scription to  Illinois 
Country Living is just $10. Send a 
check or money order with name 
and address to:  Subscriptions, 
 Illinois  Country  Living, P.O. Box 
3787,  Springfi eld, IL 62708.

b i ti t Illi i

March 2008

Harvesting
Renewable
Energy
Co-ops are fueling the green power 

revolution with innovation

Electric 
Cooperative’sYour 

coversb.indd   A

2/18/2008   12:14:47 PM
2/18/2008   12:14:47 PM

CLEAR OVERGROWN LAND FAST
—  up to 2 acres/hr with 44"-wide cut!

MOW WEEDS, BRUSH, even 2"-thick
saplings — with up to 17 HP of V-Twin power!

OUTRIGGER™ TOW BAR 
cuts 100% outside the path of towing 
vehicle to mow along fences, under trees. 

Powerful Self-Propelled 
Brush Mowers 
also available!

68
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CLEAR OVERGROWN PROPERTY FAST!
Take control with a DR® FIELD and BRUSH MOWER.

REMOTE CONTROL lets you 
manage all blade, clutch, and 
engine functions from 
your towing vehicle!

CALL TODAY! Get a FREE DVD and Catalog

1-877-201-5890
www.DRfieldbrush.com

TOLL
FREE

1-606-668-3446
www.kybuildings.net

We are the Manufacturer!
Factory Direct Discounts!

R

Call toll-free 
888-749-0799 

For FREE color brochure or 
to place an order

ADVANCED TREE TECHNOLOGY
12818 Edgerton Rd. New Haven, IN 4677 • www.advancedtree.com

Fast-Growing Trees 
for windbreak, screen 
and shade – some grow 
up to 6 feet per year!

America’s Oldest & Largest Rare Breed Hatch ery
FREE COLOR CATALOG

Over 140 varieties of Baby Chicks, Ban tams, 
 Turkeys, Guineas, Peafowl, Game Birds, 
 Waterfowl, Juvenile Fowl. Also Eggs, Incubators, 
Books, Equip ment and Medications.

Call 1-800-456-3280
(24 hours a day)

Murray McMurray Hatchery,
C132, Webster City, Iowa 50595-0458
Website: http://www.mcmurrayhatchery.com

FREE TREES
AMERICA’S LARGEST ONLINE NURSERY 
OVER 2200 ITEMS AVAILABLE
WWW.SUMMERSTONENURSERY.COM
FREE  CATALOG     931-668-7991
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3, The Wanda Mountain Boys at 
The Barn in Pana. 7 p.m. Donations ap-
preciated. 217-562-3526, 217-539-4221 
or www.thebarn-pana.com.

4-14, “Music Man”- by the 
Stage Coach Players in DeKalb. 815-758-
1940 or http://www.stagecoachers.com.

10, Jo Daviess East Business 
Showcase at Stockton High School. A 
business expo featuring local businesses 
with giveaways, raffl e and fun activities. 
815-947-2878 or www.stocktonil.com.

10, Collver Wine and Cheese 
Festival in Barry. Sample 18-20 differ-
ent cheeses with 10-12 different wines. 
Music provided. 217-335-3279 or 
www.collverfamilywinery.com.

10-11, Midwest Round-up 
in Galena and Freeport. Enjoy this very 
special new event celebrating the beef 
industry. Events begin Saturday night at 
the Hampton Inn in Galena with a free 
hospitality gathering. Then on Sunday, 
local and regional beef producers and 
businesses will display their products at 
the Stephenson County Fairgrounds in 
Freeport, which will be followed by an 
all breed beef production sale. There 
will be kid’s activities and attractions 
for the whole family. 815-275-3309.

10-11, Fever River Railroad 
Spring Open House in Freeport. 
For model railroad afi cionados – and 
everyone else who ever enjoyed model 
trains – this model railroad is something 
to see. The Fever River Railroad is a 103 
by 24 foot HO scale model of a hypo-
thetical railroad running from Duluth, 
Minnesota to St. Louis, Missouri. The 
railroad intersects with models of “real” 
railroads, each of which can be operated 
independently – up to 20 trains can be 
operating at one time. Industries along 
the railroad right-of-way duplicate either 
actual facilities or are typically correct of 
the industries that would be found in the 
Upper Midwest. The scenery represents 
the geographical area as well. A collec-
tion of railroad memorabilia and pictures 
are on display. 815-239-2354 or 
www.feverriver.org.

10 & 17, Elkhart Hill 
Nature Walk in Elkhart. An annual 
spring event, enjoy a guided trek across 
historic Elkhart hill focusing on the 
natural fl ora and fauna of the area. Held 
on two Saturdays in April. 217-947-2238 
or www.elkharthistoricalsociety.org.

3, Easter “Eggs”travaganza on the Down Square in Macomb. Enjoy 
special promotions and exciting activities for children. 309-837-4855.

10, Piecers of the Heartland Quilt Show at the Canton High School 
in Canton. More than 200 quilts will be on display. Participate in a quilt raffl e, 
enjoy concessions and stay for the special Civil War presentation. Admission is 
$5. 309-668-3019. 
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To be considered for inclusion, please submit events in the format used above. Preference is given to events sponsored by non-profi t 
entities. Submitting an event is not a guarantee of publication. Photos are welcome, but will not be returned unless a self-addressed 
and stamped envelope is provided. Events are subject to change, so please contact the event sponsor for confi rmation.

Deadline: March 15 for June Events. Mail to: Illinois Datebook, PO Box 3787, Springfi eld, IL 62708. E-mail to: cwagner@aiec.coop

12, Twin Groves Wind Farm 
Tour on the Bloomington Moraine in 
eastern McLean County. The farm offers 
396 megawatts of affordable, pollution-
free wind energy, enough to meet the 
annual energy needs of about 118,000 
homes. Learn more about this exciting 
new facility. 309-724-8278 
or www.horizonwind.com.

16-17, Illinois State Button 
Show at the Holiday Inn Hotel and 
Conference Center in Urbana. All ages 
and walk-ins welcome. Experience an 
extravaganza, highlighting vintage to 
modern buttons. 217-682-3214 or 
ILbuttonsociety@aol.com.

17, Class Pack Car Club Au-
tomotive Motorcycle Swap Meet 
at the Effi ngham County Fairgrounds 
in Altamont. 7 a.m. – 2 p.m. Auto and 
motorcycle show 7 a.m. – 11 a.m. Regis-
tration is the day of the show. Awards at 
12:30 p.m. mikebrowning2@yahoo.com, 
217-235-6634 or www.classpack.com.

17, Mississippi Adventure Day 
hosted by Fever River Outfi tters in 
Galena. A guided 7-mile kayak, 3-mile 
hike and 16-mile bike ride. Equipment 
and lunch provided. Registration 
required and limited. 815-776-9425 
or www.feverriveroutfi tters.com.

17, Rotary Roars for Youth, 
the social event of the year at Eagle 
Ridge Resort & Spa near Galena. The 
annual Galena Rotary auction, hot 
hors d’oeuvres, desserts and open bar. 
815-777-1880 or www.galenarotary.org.

17, National Fishing Lure Col-
lector Club Antique Fishing Tack-
le Show at the Knights of Columbus in 
Effi ngham. 9 a.m. – 2 p.m. The public is 
invited to bring in antique fi shing tack-
les for a free appraisal. Admission is $5. 
217-644-2294 or 217-868-2427.

17, Night Sky Watch and 
Native American Storytelling at 
Apple River Fort State Historic Site in 
Elizabeth. Join us for Native American 
stories and folklore around a campfi re 
followed by viewing constellations and 
other objects in the night sky through 
telescopes. Light snacks provided. 
Weather permitting. 815-858-2014 
or www.planets.org.

18, “A Night in Old Vienna,” 
an Illinois Symphony Orchestra 
Fundraiser Gala at the Crowne Plaza 
in Springfi eld. 5 p.m. – 9 p.m. The Gala 
offers participants the opportunity to 
experience some of the sites, musical 
offerings and cuisine Viennese citizens 
enjoyed in 19th century Vienna. In ad-
dition, attendees can join lively silent 
and live auctions featuring interesting 
objects, donated services and a raffl e 
for a free trip to Vienna. 217-522-2838 
Ext. 16.

23-25, Fort LaMotte Days in 
Palestine. Enjoy a living history week-
end with battle reenactments, costumes 
and more. 618-544-8645.

23-25, Southern Illinois 
Irish Festival at Turley Park in 
Carbondale. Friday, 11 a.m. – 4 p.m. 
Saturday, 10 a.m. – 6 p.m. A Celtic 
cultural celebration with special 
concerts, Celtic Fair with music, dance 
workshops and demonstrations, Celtic 
arts and crafts, merchandise and 
children’s activities. Saturday night, 
the family band, The Willis Clan 
(from Nashville, TN) will perform. 
618-549-3090 or www.silirishfest.org. 

24, Red Hill Spring Market 
Show at the Lawrence County 4-H 
Center in Sumner. 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
Quality crafts, home décor, unique 
gifts, garden art, fl orals and exterior 
home décor. Non-commercial and 
commercial vendors are welcome. 
Home-packaged foods and baked 
goods are permissible. 618-943-5018 
or www.lawrencecountyfair.org.

24, The Fourth Annual Flower 
and Garden Show in Bourbonnais. 
Learn how to make fl ower arrangements 
and get ideas from the gardening profes-
sionals. 815-933-9905 www.btpd.org.

24-25, DuQuoin Chamber 
of Commerce Home and Garden 
Show at the Du Quoin State Fair-
grounds Exhibition Hall. Home repair 
and remodeling contractors, lumber and 
furniture businesses, landscapers, lawn 
care contractors, lawn equipment deal-
ers, garden specialists and more will be 
on hand to answer your questions. 9 a.m. 
– 5 p.m. Saturday; 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. Sun-
day. 618-542-9570 or www.duquoin.org.

20, Earth Day Fest 2010 at Turner Hall in Galena. Displays and infor-
mation on the natural environment. Free canvas bags and trees to take home 
and plant, live music and food available. 815-275-4881.

Visit our Web site, www.icl.coop
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For deep savings on your energy bills, look no further than your 
own backyard. With a ClimateMaster Heating and Cooling 
System, you get a 30% tax credit and can save more than half on 
your energy bill. ClimateMaster uses geothermal energy to tap 
the constant temperature of the Earth, keeping your home 
comfortable year-round. Best of all, a new system usually pays 
for itself in about five years and is a cleaner choice for the 
environment. If you’re ready to uncover extra cash each month, 
visit climatemaster.com. 

DIG HERE,
SAVE THOUSANDS.

An underground loop system and the constant 
temperature of the Earth combine to create a 
comfortable climate in your home.
 climatemaster.com

30% TAX CREDIT

CUT ENERGY BILL IN HALF

FINANCING AVAILABLE

Auburn, IL
Lonnie L Winn 
Heating & Cooling

217-438-1235
Bloomington, IL
Pro-Air
309-452-3415

Carbondale, IL
Jacobs Air 
 Conditioning & 
Heating, Inc.

618-529-2989
Champaign, IL
Lanz Heating & 
Cooling

217-202-6858

Divernon, IL
Weidner 
Refrigeration

217-628-3400
Dubuque, IA
All Season’s  Heating 
&  Cooling, Inc.

563-582-2584
Effi ngham, IL
Merz Heating & A/C
217-342-2323

Griggsville, IL
B-K Electric Inc.
217-833-2488
Jacksonville, IL
Brennan Sheet 
Metal

217-245-7181
Jerseyville, IL
Vanausdoll Heating 
& Cooling

618-498-4349

Marion, IL
Ponder Service, Inc.
618-977-8900
Newark, IL
Newark Mechanical
815-695-1467
Paxton, IL
L & R Heating & 
Cooling, Inc.

217-379-3191

Pekin, IL
Central Heating & 
A/C

309-696-9080
Sugar Grove, IL
TRICO Mechanical
630-466-3662
Taylorville, IL
Yard Heating & 
Cooling

217-824-4737

Villa Grove, IL
R C Plumbing & 
Heating

217-832-9744
Watseka, IL
R&M Electric
815-432-4062
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  MANY ITEM #        DESCRIPTION           COST
  N5103 WALK ON ME

  N5246 SHADE HYBRID POPLAR

  N5247 SCREEN HYBRID POPLAR 

  N6214 HARDY PECANS

  N6492 MIXED HYBRID LILIES

  N6607 QUINAULT STRAWBERRY

WE’LL SEND YOU ONE

HYBRID POPLARS
Hardy, fast growing poplar!

When you need shade in a hurry, we suggest the fast-grow-
ing Hybrid Poplar. It has a handsome shape and will actually 
shade a ranch-type home in just 3-5 years! We haven’t found 
any tree that grows like it. It has a spread of 30-35′ and in 
just a few years, at maturity, it reaches 50-60′. It normally 
lives 30-50 years. It is wind, disease and insect-resistant — 
it can take the cold as far north as Canada. This is not the 
short-lived Lombardy Poplar. Best use is to provide beauty 
and quick, cool shade for new homes. Plant Hybrid Poplars 
for screening! The screen variety makes an ideal privacy 
hedge. It has a width of about 10′ and grows to a dense 
screen usually in 3 years. Plant for quick windbreaks on 
farms and for living snow fences. We ship strong, 2-4′ trees.

SAVE UP TO 60%
on Large Quantity Orders!

   N5246   Shade Variety Tree
   N5247   Screen Variety Tree

 2 for $6.95 NOW 2 for $3.47
����������	
�	�

 5 for $15.95 NOW 5 for $7.97
 10 for $29.95 NOW 10 for $14.97
 20 for $57.95 NOW 20 for $28.97
 40 for $109.75 NOW 40 for $54.87

HOW TO GET YOUR FREE TREE
Simply send us an order (any size) for Hybrid 
Poplars and we will send you an additional fast 
growing Hybrid Poplar Tree free of charge. You 
must indicate your FREE TREE on the order 
form and also include variety — either shade 
or screen. No other nursery products included  
in this FREE TREE offer.

ONE YEAR GUARANTEE
If any item you purchased from us does not live, 
for a free replacement just return the original 
shipping label along with your written request 
within 1 year of receipt. Replacement guarantee 
is void unless the original shipping label is re-
turned. For a refund of the purchase price, re-
turn the item and the original shipping label with 
correct postage affixed within 14 days of receipt.
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FREE TREE 
■ N5246  SHADE    ■ N5247  SCREEN

(Indicate variety)
(Plant Screen trees 9′ apart.) One Hybrid Poplar Tree sent 
at no charge when you send us a paid order (any size) for 
Hybrid Poplars below. Only one FREE tree per customer.

FREE TREE!
Introducing the Fastest Growing 

Quality Shade Tree to America!

Order on-line at www.4SeasonsNurseries.com/quickorder.asp 

(/)�
�$
�0

SCREEN VARIETY

SHADE VARIETY

MIXED HYBRID LILIES
Create a dazzling spot of beauty!
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N6492    10 for $7.98    10 for $3.99    
20 for $14.98    20 for $7.49  

QUINAULT EVERBEARING
STRAWBERRY

Extra Large! 
Delicious as they are big! 

A firm, deep red berry, 
they make fancy 

desserts. Excel-
lent for preserves, 
freezing and eat-
ing fresh, too. 
When planted in 

April the Quinault 
produces July 

through Septem-
ber — right up until 

frost. Treat yourself to a 
long season of huge, lus-

cious-tasting strawberries.

(/)�
�$
�0

HARDY PECANS
Big crops of delicious nuts!

(Carya illinoinensis) A beautiful 40-75′ shade tree 
that bears an abundant crop of sweet, rich flavored 
hard shell nuts in fall. Practically immune to insects. 
Plant two trees for good pollination. Zones 5-9. We 

send 1-3′ trees. Sorry, cannot be shipped to Arizona, Cali-

fornia or Washington.

N6214   2 for $9.99   
4 for $16.99   6 for $23.00

N6607      25 for $6.99     
50 for $12.99     100 for $23.99

“WALK-ON-ME” PLANT
Evergreen! A crimson carpet!

(Thymus p. ‘Coccineus’) Sometimes called 
“Mother-of-Thyme”. Grows well in partial shade 
to full sun and hard-to-plant areas. Reaches 
only 3″ tall. Small evergreen leaves and loads 
of crimson flowers in June and July. Field grown 
plants. Zones 4-9.

N5103     3 for $1.99     6 for $3.89     
12 for $7.49     24 for $13.99
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