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A Call 1o Action

Co-ops urge members to stay in contact with Congress

f you’ve been a reader of this magazine for the

last few years, or attended your co-op’s annual
meeting, you've heard repeatedly about climate
change and the impact that proposed legislation
and regulation will have on your energy bill. And
we’re not just talking about electricity. This could
impact all your fossil fuel energy bills. The climate
change legislative debate is the most challenging
issue rural electric cooperatives have faced since
our inception in the 1930s.

The issue is being debated in both the U.S.
Congress and recently at a world conference in
Copenhagen. So, climate change is front and cen-
ter in the politics of our country and the world. It
will have a huge impact on our economy and jobs.
And it’s personal. It will have a direct impact on
your monthly bills.

This is a political year with very important
mid-term elections where you have a chance to
vote and score how our state and federal govern-
ments are doing.

[t’s a vote that matters and will affect a lot of
issues — health care, our economy, national security
and climate change.

Electric cooperative members like you have
been engaged in this debate on climate change
legislation. Your co-op asked you through a direct
mail letter campaign earlier in 2009 to send
post cards to our U.S. Senators expressing your
concerns about climate
change legislation. You
said they shouldn’t pass

a sprint. This is a marathon and you have to stay
engaged.

You can stay engaged by following the issues
closely as the debate moves along. The climate
change debate may change directions. The focus
could shift to renewable energy and energy
efficiency mandates.

Electric cooperatives continue to be proactive
in the areas of renewable energy, energy efficiency
and smart grid technology without mandates. For
example, the cover feature is on geothermal energy.
[llinois co-ops have taken the lead in promoting
and developing a market for this technology.
Co-ops have given grants to schools, churches
and other public groups for geothermal projects in
[llinois.

So, if you have a chance to see and talk to
candidates for office, ask them where they stand
on these issues. What is their position? Do they
understand the cost legislation and regulation may
have on you as a rural electric co-op member and
owner!

The easiest way to make your voice heard is to
go to our Web site — www.ourenergy.coop. Through
this Web site you can let your elected represen-
tatives know where you stand and that we need
fair, affordable and achievable solutions to today’s
issues.

You can also be proactive by staying in touch
with your local co-op. Annual meeting season
begins this month and runs until September.
Co-ops are democratically controlled, member-

“The easiest way to make your
voice heard is to go to our Web
site - www.ourenergy.coop.”

owned businesses. As an owner, it’s imperative that
you attend the business meeting, elect local direc-
tors that will represent you and understand the
issues and challenges facing your co-op.

The key to democracy is for citizens like you to
stay engaged and make your voice heard. ®

legislation that isn’t fair,
affordable and achievable.
In fact, co-op members

in [llinois led the nation
in sending post cards to
senators.

If you have doubts about the impact of your
post card, I can tell you we believe there was an
immediate impact. Sen. Roland Burris listened to
that strong local message. He was one of 14 Senate
Democrats that signed on to lowa’s Sen. Harkin’s
letter to the Senate leadership asking that the
fairness issue be addressed. Under the proposed
legislation, Midwest consumers would pay a huge
and disproportionate share of the cost for what is a
national issue. That isn’t fair.

Your voice made a difference. But this is not

Duane Noland, President/CEQ of the 3
Association of lllinois Electric Cooperatives l

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING « www.icl.coop
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WE NEED e
YOUR HELP. i+ttt

Senators are drafting climate change legislation
NOW, and you can impact the outcome.
Climate Change legislation should be:

M Fal r- Climate Change legislation needs

to recognize regional differences in how
electricity is produced.

M Affordable. . cime

change plan must keep electricity affordable
for all Americans.

E[Achievable.

Climate Change legislation must be realistic
to ensure long-term success.

www.ourenergy.coop
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- How to Prepare for a Disaster
‘-.|_'I s people throughout Illinois sonal and family preparedness children and preparedness,
—_—— A_.l make resolutions for the New tips and guidance on the Ready weather-related preparedness,
) Year, the Illinois Emergency [llinois Web site (www.Ready. cyber security, preparedness for
. . t Management Agency (IEMA) [llinois.gov). Directions on people with pets and livestock
; is hoping many will resolve to assembling a disaster supply kit and preparedness for people with
—_— become better prepared for emer-  and information about family functional needs.
-—‘-—-—l' gencies during 2010. In January emergency plans are two of the During large-scale emer-
PR — the agency launched a year- first subjects covered. gencies, [IEMA regularly posts
| long preparedness effort called Other topics to be addressed current information about
e ' the “12-Month Preparedness during the year-long campaign the situation on the
Campaign.” include workplace preparedness, www.Ready.Illinois.gov site. B
The agency will feature per- earthquake preparedness,

Energy Home Improvement
Creates Jobs, Saves Energy p—
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uur country has the opportunity to rebuild our homes
with three missions: rapidly create hundreds of
thousands of sustainable, valuable jobs, stand up to a new
competitive American industry and achieve our long-term
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climate and energy goals. And the opportunity is vast. /

Seventeen percent of our nation’s experienced construc-

tion workers are unemployed and more than 20 percent of

U.S. carbon emissions come from residential buildings.

With home retrofitting, we can put those unemployed
workers back to work making millions of homes energy =

efficient, and allowing homeowners to save energy — and

¥
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carbon and money — in the process. The Recovery act is
deploying $5 billion to 100 percent grants for low-income
weatherization and $1 billion for workforce training.

Retrofitting millions of American homes does not
require new science or technology. It builds on existing
technologies and labor skills.

Source: www.whitehouse.gov e i
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NEWS @ LEGISLATION @ TRENDS @ RESEARCH

Anaerobic Digesters to Help Cut Dairy
Emissions by 25 Percent by 2020

he U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced on Dec. 15 an

agreement with U.S. dairy producers to cut their greenhouse gas emissions
by 25 percent by 2020 while turning manure into electricity using anaerobic
digesters. Under a Memorandum of Understanding signed by the Innovation
Center for U.S. Dairy, the USDA, and dairy producers, the groups agreed to
work together to reach the target.

Anaerobic digester technology is a proven method of converting waste
products, such as manure, into electricity. The technology utilizes generators
that are fueled by methane captured from the animal manure. Currently, only
about 2 percent of U.S. dairies are using the technology. Dairy operations
with anaerobic digesters routinely can generate enough electricity to power
200 homes. Beyond promoting the digesters, the agreement will encourage

m the research and development of new technologies to help dairies reduce their

-~ | greenhouse gas emissions.H
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GURRENTS:

Wind Turbines — Not in My Back Yard

Are wind farms beautiful or ugly? It depends
on whom you ask. Whether it’s a wind farm,
a coal-fired power plant, a nuclear reactor

or even just a big box store, there are always
going to be locals opposed to it, declaring “not
in my back yard!” (NIMBY).

As to the attractiveness of wind farms,
people do seem to come down on one side or
the other rather vehemently. Those in favor of
wind development have been known to extol
the visual virtues of a horizon full of wind-
mills not only for the turbines’ graceful sculp-
tural lines but also for the fact that their very
presence advertises the coming of a modern,
almost futuristic age of clean, renewable
energy.

On the flip side, detractors begrudge wind
turbines for destroying their views — a classic

Photo by John Foxx, Getty Images

NIMBY stance. as distant white smears on the horizon. The decision rests
For example, opponents of a proposed wind farm with the U.S. Interior Department, which, despite stated

in the waters of Massachusetts’ Nantucket Sound cite desires to expand offshore wind energy, is taking its time

similar NIMBY concerns. The builder, Cape Wind on the highly contentious matter.

Associates, has campaigned for seven years for approval Despite the NIMBY concerns, wind energy is now

of the development, to be located 16 miles off the shore the hottest renewable energy source going. In 2008 wind

of Nantucket Island. Homeowners, politicians and some power provided 1.5 percent of global electricity — having

evidently conflicted environmentalists have mounted stiff ~ doubled its output every year now for five years in a row —

opposition to the facility, which would appear from shore and should account for as much as eight percent by 2018. |

Record Cold Creates Heating Assistance Record Demand

his winter’s bitter cold, even record lion households received assistance LIHEAP funding flat at $5.1 billion.

breaking in some cases, has Low from LIHEAP, a jump of nearly 40 Unlike last year, the money is being
Income Home Energy Assistance pro- percent, and the second straight year released incrementally, rather than
gram (LIHEAP) officials worried about ~ that a new record was set. in a lump sum. But more families are
insufficient funds. They warn current Officials expect a 20 percent falling behind on utility bills, with
funding levels might be insufficient. increase in the number of families the average amount owed now at

In the Midwest, there have been seeking help, and they expect more $279. For LIHEAP information call
massive snowfalls and wind chills as money will be needed. toll free 877-411-WARM, or visit
low as 50 below zero. Some 8.3 mil- For fiscal 2010, Congress has kept www. IllinoisLIHEAP.com.

lllinois Traffic Fatalities Drop Below 1,000
for First Time Since 1921

elieve it or not, 2009 was the safest year on Illinois roadways in 88 years as traffic

fatality numbers dropped below 1,000. Illinois now joins a small, elite group of states

that have experienced less than 1,000 highway fatalities in a calendar year. Maybe it’s
because safety belt usage exceeded 91 percent.

On Jan. 1, 2010, two new traffic laws took effect in Illinois which:

e Restrict drivers under the age of 19 from using a cell phone while driving. The law
also prohibits the use of wireless telephones for all drivers, regardless of age, while
operating a vehicle in a school zone or construction zone.

¢ Prohibit text messaging, composing, reading or sending electronic messages, or

accessing Internet sites while driving a motor vehicle.
ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING < February 2010 a



 |GURRENTS

Picking the Perfect Faucet Saves Energy

It’s important to repair or replace

a leaking kitchen faucet even if

the water coming out feels cold.

The dripping water may actually be
coming from the hot water side of the
faucet valve. Look for a sprayer with
an adjustable water-saving volume
control. This tall spout kitchen faucet
from Price Pfister has a long pullout
sprayer for convenience and water
savings. The most efficient models
use 37 percent less water.

A one-handle design is more
efficient. It allows you to set the
mixture of hot and cold water for
the desired temperature and then
vary the flow rate. The faucet valve

design impacts its leak-free life. The
best quality faucets today use discs
to control the water flow rate and
temperature. You may still find a few
compression style valve faucets (with
washers), but they leak over time
and the washers must be replaced.
The following companies offer
efficient kitchen faucets: American
Standard, (800) 442-1902,
www.americanstandard-us.com;
Delta Faucet, (800) 345-3358,
www.deltafaucet.com; Kohler, (800)
456-4537, www.kohler.com; Moen,
(800) 289-6636, www.moen.com;
and Price Phister, (800) 732-8238,
www.pricepfister.com.

Photo by Price Pfister

Have a question for Jim? Send
inquiries to: James Dulley, Illinois
Country Living, 6906 Royalgreen Dr.,
Cincinnati, OH 45244 or visit
www.dulley.com. H

Bloomington.

Hunting Industry Expo
in Bloomington

Today’s hunters want to know how things tick, and they want

the opportunity to get answers to their questions from experts.
“We're offering exactly that opportunity on a wide range of
valuable outdoor topics at our new Tech Information Center,”

says Glenn Helgeland of Target Communications, producer of the
[llinois Deer & Turkey Classic. The 20th annual Illinois Deer &
Turkey Classic will be Feb. 26-28, 2010, at the Interstate Center in

For details on the Deer and Turkey Classic, visit www.deerinfo.
com. You will find exhibitor lists, seminar schedules, contest details
(trophy big game, outdoor photo, trail cam photo, turkey calling),
shooting range info, hotel lists, directions to each event, special
events and activities and much more. M

Donation of Unused Air Miles Supports Families
of Wounded Service Members

pon his return from visiting troops at Landstuhl Regional Medical Center and
Fisher House in Germany, Governor Quinn encouraged the public to support

Operation Hero Miles, a program that supports service members who were
injured in Iraq or Afghanistan. Operation Hero Miles assists families allowing
them to visit their loved ones who are recovering in military hospitals
around the world through the donation of unused frequent flyer miles.
Administered by Fisher House, Operation Hero Miles is a
not-for-profit foundation that provides a “home away from
home” at little or no cost for family members of military per-
sonnel receiving medical care at military and Veterans Affairs

medical centers around the world.

For additional information visit FisherHouse.org. To date, the

program has issued more than 18,000 donated tickets, with a savings
worth nearly $25 million to military families. B

n ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING * www.icl.coop



ONE SMALL CHANGE
X 176,000.

Imagine if everyone in our co-ops made one small change. Now, stop Assoc1at10n of Illinois

imagining. Flip a switch. Seal some cracks. Screw in a CFL. Install a ﬁ Flectric Cooperatlves
programmable thermostat and actually program it. It doesn’t take a lot of

energy to save energy. But it sure pays off for all 176,000 of us. What can YourTouchsmﬂeEﬂ@fg.v@Pﬂrmff@19‘
you do? Find out how the little changes add up at TogetherWeSave.com. TOGETHERWESAVE.COM

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING < February 2010 L= )




Fired Up

By Jonie Larson

Let’s face it. For most of us, be-
sides changing the filter and paying
the monthly bill, those furnaces sitting
somewhere in the middle of our homes
or heat pumps just outside, are fixtures
we maneuver around but count on to
do their jobs without much mainte-
nance. In all honesty, we may not know
how they actually work or whether
they’re efficient. For the most part, all
we care is that they keep us warm.

But the time will come. The heat-
ing and cooling expert will one day
deliver the news that the aging unit
installed when the house was built — or
the one inherited with the purchase of
the home — is on its way out. Suddenly,
you — the homeowner — must buy a
new unit to heat your home. Your big
question: Where do I begin?

With all this talk about energy
efficiency and federal tax credits for
improvements, even a knowledgeable
consumer can be confused as to how
much to spend and on what type of
unit.

John Freitag, Vice President of Op-
erations at the Association of Illinois
Electric Cooperatives, says consumers
need to balance their purchase against

on Heut Sources

plans for the future and the efficiency
of their home.

There are all kinds of options, but
geothermal is king because of its prac-
tical use of the earth’s steady under-
ground temperatures. A simple formula
for how it works is described by Doug
Rye, a well-known energy columnist of-
ten featured in Illinois Country Living.

Rye says geothermal is best de-
scribed as a ground-source heat pump
or water-source heat pump, meaning
it doesn’t create heat, but moves it.
The complexity of it can be broken
down like this. The earth’s temperature
hovers in the 50-plus degree range in
the Midwest, evidenced by cave tem-
peratures. When a geothermal unit is
put into operation, it takes that heat
— which is warmer than surface air —
and by compressor, removes the heat
from water running through tubing or
loops installed in the ground. It then
provides 105-degree air into the house.
In the summer, a reverse valve creates
the opposite effect, cooling the home
or business.

In short, it takes less energy to cool
or heat a facility because the energy has
been obtained from its original source —
the earth.

Mike Henry, Comptroller for the

Association of [llinois Electric Coop-
eratives, was faced with choosing a new
heating system. He and his wife built a
new home in 2009, just recently mov-
ing in.

As a 20-year employee of the as-
sociation, Henry said he’s been well
exposed to geothermal articles such
as Rye’s and lots of talk about the ef-
ficiency of the system.

“As first-time home builders, we
had a lot of decisions to make. Being
familiar with geothermal made the
heating and cooling decision an easy
one,” Henry says.

Since it was a new home,

Henry went a step further, putting in

Top of Page: Crews from
Durbin Enterprises bore
holes for the loop field at
Mike Henry’s new home
in Springfield. Henry is

the Comptroller at the As-
sociation of Illinois Electric
Cooperatives in Springfield
and believes strongly in the
benefits of geothermal heat-
ing and cooling.

m ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING * www.icl.coop



The work was well under way

for the installation of the geo-

thermal units at Mike Henry’s
ld.

geothermal-powered radiant floor heat
in the basement and bathrooms. The
rest of the home gets hot or cold air,
depending upon the season, through
ducts.

The savings for Henry’s family
are only calculated at this point, but
his installer, Dave Weidner of Weidner
Refrigeration, Inc., Divernon, says the
choices Henry made will serve him
well.

“Geothermal is considered renew-
able energy,” says Weidner, adding, “it’s
clean; it’s efficient” and qualifies as
green technology.

One of the units Weidner installed
for Henry is a ClimateMaster, 4-ton,
Tranquility model.

“He’s got the Cadillac of the Ca-
dillacs,” Weidner says.

Weidner, who is often praised for
quality work, is a huge proponent of
geothermal and installs several differ-
ent units from different companies. In
addition to ClimateMaster, he is also
a dealer of GeoComfort, a quality line
from Enertech Manufacturing, a com-
pany that Weidner proclaims to be a
top-notch supplier.

His recommendation on what
unit to install for a customer comes
from a heat load analysis completed by
Weidner at the beginning of a project.
In that he measures the size of the
home, looks at the existing system or
what is being built, checks out the in-
sulation and the windows and checks
the cost of energy from the utility.

From his data, he can give qualified es-
timates as to how much the customer
will save by going geothermal and how
long payback will take.

While rebates and efficiency make
geothermal enticing, there are times
when Weidner won’t recommend it.
The amount of time a person intends
to stay in a home is a consideration;
another drawback can be limited lot
space. If the lot size isn’t large enough
to install the geothermal loop field,
then other options have to be consid-
ered.

All the conditions were right for
the Henry home. Since it was new
construction, D & S Builders — owned
and operated by Todd Dudley and Dan
Schrage, who are rated as Energy Star
builders — made sure the home met the
geothermal installation requirements.

Dudley said Henry’s home is both

Gold Star green rated and a qualified
Energy Star home. He and his partner
are certified in both areas and apply
similar quality specs in all their con-
tracted jobs.

He said the job of the primary
contractor is to keep the air out. En-
ergy efficiency specifics in the Henry
home include varying amounts and
types of insulation. Sub-contractor
A.H.L of Springfield installed a wet-
spray cellulose insulation in the 2 x 6
walls with a rating of R-21. Dudley
says it gets in all the crevices to block
out the elements. Around 11 inches
of cellulose, with an R-38 rating was
blown into the attic and even an R-28
in the garage.

Attention to windows is also a
detail that can’t be overlooked. Dudley
said he likes to install an Energy Star,
low-e with a good wind rating. He
said Henry’s home endured some high
winds in recent weeks and “it held up
really well.”

When the job is complete, D & S
performs a blower door test. Henry’s
home well-exceeded the specifications,
earning a superb rating.

If geothermal is the choice heat
source, as it was for the Henry home,
Weidner is adamant about proper in-
stallation. He’s been called to the res-
cue several times to uncover problems
left behind by inexperienced geother-
mal installers. Not only does it give
geothermal a bad name, it can also
cost the customer thousands of dollars
to correct.

“That's happening all over the
state,” Weidner says. He suggests

How to pick a geothermal installer

Get a lot of good referrals. Ask friends who like their geothermal
units for their installer’s numbers. Ask the bidder to provide

references.

Call your local cooperative. They will know of quality installers in
your area.
Don't necessarily take your builder’s choice for a geothermal
installer. Do your own homework.

Get an installer who will provide good service after the initial
installation.

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING - February 2010 u



customers do their homework before
accepting a bid from an installer.

Dudley had nothing but praise for
Weidner.

“He does a super job,” Dudley
said, noting that Weidner is an expert
on determining airflow through the
home.

The type of unit is important, too,
with product lines getting stronger and
stronger.

Chris Smith, GeoComfort sales
representative from Enertech, says the
company has taken a giant step for-
ward this year, developing a new unit
called the Compass Series. Enertech is
touting it as the first major innovation
in the geothermal heat pump industry
in more than 20 years.

It came about in a type of round-
table atmosphere, where 12 reputable
geothermal dealers from the state were
asked to participate on a panel to “de-
cide how to build the best product we
can build,” Smith said.

After much discussion, the En-
ertech research and development team
in Greenville, where the company is
headquartered, worked with the ideas,
ran the tests and developed the new
unit which was unveiled Nov. 3 at a
distributor meeting. Full production is
set to begin in January.

What's different about it? It’s the
first multi-positional geothermal unit
on the market. In short, that means
dealers can decrease inventory on the
floor. In addition, it’s said to be ex-
tremely quiet, designed with a control
panel that’s more at eye level and it
looks good.

The thing that didn’t change is
the quality interior components. It’s
basically the same unit,
but the company is just
“taking things to a new
level.”

“It’s neat. It’s clean,”
Smith said.

Enertech had an
“awesome growth year”
in 2009, according to the
salesman. With the Com-
pass ramping up, it is ex-
pecting continued success.

“We're getting rave
reviews,” he said.

Incremental Payback

Which is the smarter buy?

n 2010 you have many options for

heating, some appearing more costly
than others. But consumers need to
consider government tax credits in the
equation of costs and savings.

As an example, let’s say the ho-
meowner looks at geothermal, which
could cost in the neighborhood of
$30,000. Then the owner looks at the
savings he can expect on his monthly
bill, adding up how long it would take
him to recoup that initial investment.
Some people might refer to this as pay-
back.

But that's wrong. The homeowner
has already made an error in judgment.
The typical formula is called “incre-
mental payback.” It's a more accurate
measure says John Freitag, Vice Presi-
dent of Operations for the Association
of Illinois Electric Cooperatives.

It works like this. Let’s say the
geothermal unit and installation is
$30,000. For comparison purposes, a
traditional gas-forced air unit in our
example will cost $15,000. The incre-
mental payback would be based on the
$15,000 difference.

But wait. Government incentives
are going to reduce that difference.

A tax credit allowance of 30 percent
available through 2016 can be applied
to the geothermal unit. The conven-
tional furnace also qualifies for a 30
percent tax credit up to $1,500 through
2010.

Now the cost factors look consid-
erably closer. The geothermal unit in

How efficient is
geothermal?

Try this equation. According to
Chris Smith of Enertech, the 4-ton
typical unit is 470 percent efficient.
In other words, the consumer huys
$1 worth of electricity and gets
$4.70 cents worth of heat.

The Compass Series is the newest model
being produced and marketed by Geo-
Comfort. It is the first multi-positional
geothermal unit on the market, designed
with assistance from a panel of dealers
to be more service friendly and aestheti-
cally pleasing.

this example will cost $21,000. The
traditional unit will cost $13,500, a
difference of only $7,500 — half of the
original cost differential.

At this point, incremental pay-
back, the time it takes to recoup the
difference through the energy savings,
is much smaller. A typical incremental
payback for a residential geothermal
installation is 3-6 years, Freitag says.

In addition to the government
incentives, heating systems like geo-
thermal are often eligible for additional
rebates from entities such as power
suppliers. For information regarding
rebates, check out the Department of
Commerce and Economic Opportunity
at http://www.commerce.state.il.us or
dsireusa.org/incentives.

For information on geothermal vis-
it the Geothermal Alliance of Illinois at
WWW.Za0i.org
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Spoon River Steps Up

Cooperative leap ‘just makes sense’

lectric cooperatives are generally

great resources for learning about
heat units and quality installers, but
one lllinois cooperative has taken ser-
vice to a new level — a level believed to
be unmatched by any other coopera-
tive in the country.

As of April 2008, Spoon River
Electric Cooperative, located in Can-
ton, IlL., bought out an established
business known to area customers as
Easley Mechanical Services. It was
renamed Spoon River Mechanical Ser-
vices, Inc.

Bill Dodds, President and CEO
of Spoon River, said the reputable
business founded by Kermit Easley in
the 1970s, had been supplying quality
service to members for years. Easley
passed away in the fall of 2007, but
it was his commitment to the rural
community and his long-time belief in
geothermal that spawned Dodds’ new
vision.

“I'm thinking this just makes
sense,” Dodds says, remembering why
he supported the unconventional idea.

Not only were the employees of
Easley retained, others were hired.
There are now 15 full-time employees.

The new division is a separate,
for-profit business. Brenda Rothert, Di-
rector of Communications and Mem-
ber Services for Spoon River Electric
Cooperative, works extensively with
the division.

“Spoon River Mechanical adds
value for our members, but we serve
customers throughout the area,”
Rothert says. Building on the founda-
tion created by Easley, the new venture
has seen nothing but success and
growth.

Spoon River Mechanical is a full-
line business with a 1,200 square-foot
showroom located about a block from
the cooperative headquarters, offering
sales, service and installation on every-
thing from electrical, heating, cooling,
refrigeration, plumbing and more.

“If you're building a new house,

Bill Dodds, President and CEQ of Spoon River Electric Cooperative, gives Don
Wood, Vice President of Government Relations for the Association of Illinois
Electric Cooperatives, a tour of the new showroom for Spoon River Mechanical
Services. The facility is located about a block from the rural electric headquarters
in Canton, Ill. and has a number of its products on display.

we can do all the mechanical system
work, not just the heating and plumb-
ing,” says Rothert. The company of-
fers sales and installation of Generac
whole-house backup generators. It
also installs and services WaterFurnace
geothermal systems, as well as Trane
heating and cooling equipment for the
more conventional installation or re-
placement.

One of the principles cooperatives
exist to support is that of “Concern for
Community.” The Mechanical division,
which serves both rural electric mem-
bers and other non-member customers,
has helped maintain quality service in
its territory.

“It’s really great to have a place
where we can refer our members,” says
Rothert, noting that it offers fair rates
and good service.

Rod Lynch, Vice President of
Operations for Spoon River Mechani-
cal, spoke to the growing number of
geothermal installations. Efficiency and
government incentives have greatly
increased the number of people choos-
ing the energy source that comes from
the ground. He said at one time 30- to

40-percent of customers were choosing
geothermal. That ratio has increased.
Now requests are two to one.

Another boost to those numbers
is the available financing. A local bank
has made it easier for many members
to secure the money for the geothermal
installations. Dodds says it’s a straight-
forward program with a fixed rate.

Lynch says the division also works
with the government’s weatherization
program to assist those in need. And
as the company matures, the three ex-
pect loans and grants to become a part
of the financial resources.

Rothert says Dodds was the impe-
tus for this major venture. Again, he
says the situation was just perfect to
make it succeed.

“Everything just fell into place,”
Dodds says.

In addition to the Mechanical
division, the cooperative also owns
Spoon River Propane, a winning com-
bination according to Rothert.

“In conjunction with the propane
business, it makes us an all-energy pro-
vider.”
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Teach Your Children

Parents, caregivers urged to help protect the smallest among us

f you have small children or occassionally care for - p—
them, I urge you to learn about electrical safety /- Don’t try
and to use that information to teach the youngsters 1 this at 0
about electrical safety. ¥ homel i

At this time of year children are often restless o T R
and bored from being cooped up inside during
the winter. This might inspire them to be just
as curious and adventurous indoors as they are
outside. You can help prevent that curiosity from
creating a deadly tragedy.

Statistics provided by the National Electric
Manufacturers Association (NEMA), support the
need for making safety a priority.

In the U.S., an average of seven children per
day, mostly boys under age three, are treated in
emergency rooms for injuries due to contact with
electrical outlets. Typically, these injuries occur at
home and are caused by inserting common objects
such as hairpins, keys and paper clips. Most victims
experience 1st-degree or 2nd-degree burns — but
more serious injuries also occur.

Often these injuries are reportedly happening electricity instantly if there is a problem.
even when adult supervision is present. o
Luckily there are some really affordable and
convenient ways to make your home less hazardous.
Safe Electricity, a safety awareness program

of the Energy Education Council, recommends
investing in the following measures to protect your
loved ones:
e Tamper Resistant Outlet
Receptacles — These receptables . )
“An average of seven have built-in shutter systems that e Make sure everyone in the family knows to stay

. prevent single-pronged objects away from downed power lines and wires and tell
children per dﬂy, like hairpins and paper clips from children to report any fallen or dangling wires to

Professional Electrical Inspections — Hiring an
electrical professional ensures home safety by
making certain home electrical systems and
wiring is adequate to support increased elec-
tric demands of a growing and active family.
An older home may be inadequately wired for
today’s electrical consumption, putting your
family at risk for fire and electrical shock.

mustly hnys under age being inserted. Unlike plastic an adult. Always assume that any power line is
three. are treated in outlet caps, the new receptables fully charged and stay far away.
0 are permanent, automatic and It’s a good idea to include utility emergency

EMEergency rooms for reliable. They install just like numbers with other posted emergency phone

. . . standard outlets and are mar- numbers, and instruct children how to call for help
INjuries due to contact ginally more expensive. NEMA in an emergency.

with electrical outlets.” estimates that it costs only $50 For more information on electrical safety visit

more per average home to install www.SafeElectricity.org.

the tamper-resistant receptacles.

* Ground Fault Circuit Interrupters | wignael L. Ashenfelter is the Sangamon
(GEClIs) — These devices are used in interior County Electrical/ Mechanical Inspector

outlets of the home in rooms with high water :’(‘Id_a me:lher of the Sa:e Iilet:tric_:tv
use such as the kitchen, bathroom, laundry and 21 ;“;TysﬁT (LD N L

basement. GFCIs should also be installed on MikeA@co.sangamon.il.us.
exterior outlets as well. GFCls stop the flow of

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING  www.icl.coop



16 HERE,
~ SAUE T,““'.,‘.S‘.‘“Ps

.I 1

30% TAX CREDIT
CUT ENERGY BILL IN HALF
FINANCING AVAILABLE

For deep savings on your energy bills, ook no further than your
own backyard. With a ClimateMaster Heating and Cooling
System, you get a 30% tax credit and can save more than half on
your energy bill. ClimateMaster uses geothermal energy to tap

the constant temperature of the Earth, keeping your home CL’MATEMASTER'

comfortable yearround. Best of all, a new system usually pays ot g & Gl Gy

An underground loop system and the constant for itself in about five years and is a cleaner choice for the
temperature of the Earth combine to create a

comfortable climate in your home. environment. If you're ready to uncover extra cash each month,

visit climatemaster.com. climatemaster.com

Auburn, IL Carbondale, IL  Divernon, IL Griggsville, IL  Marion, IL Pekin, IL Taylorville, IL
Lonnie L Winn Jacobs Air Weidner B-K Electric Inc. Ponder Service, Inc. Central Heating &  Yard Heating &
Heating & Cooling  Conditioning & Refrigeration 217-833-2488 618-977-8900 A/C Cooling
217-438-1235 Heating, Inc. 217-628-3400 Jacksonville, IL  Newark, IL 309-696-9080 217-824-4737
Bloomington, IL 618-529-2989 Dubuque, IA Brennan Sheet Newark Mechanical Sugar Grove, IL Villa Grove, IL
Pro-Air Champaign, IL  All Season’s Heating Metal 815-695-1467 TRICO Mechanical R C Plumbing &
309-452-3415 Lanz Heating & & Cooling, Inc. 217-245-7181 Paxton, IL 630-466-3662 Heating
Carbon Cliff, IL _Cooling 563-582-2584 Jerseyville, IL | &R Heating & 217-832-9744
Swanson 217-202-6858 Effingham, IL  Vanausdoll Heating ~ Cooling, Inc.
Mechanical Merz Heating & A/C & Cooling 217-379-3191
309-373-4773 217-342-2323 618-498-4349




Flower Power Solves Winter Doldrums

How to keep that loving feeling and cut flowers fresh

“Flowers last, as long
as you remember
they love water and
cool temperatures
and hate bacteria.”

n the middle of the month, wives will hint that
Valentine’s Day is just around the corner, and
“wouldn’t some roses be nice?” If they’re lucky,
they’ll get a dozen or more. If their unlucky, they
may get a vacuum cleaner, though I've been told
that some appreciate the vacuum more than
the roses.

Fresh flowers are a thing to be enjoyed during
the doldrums of February. With little green outside
to mask the browns and grays of the season, color-
ful blooms can provide a boost to the soul, if not
a route to something more enjoyable like a freshly
baked pie.

Giving flowers is easy enough. Find a store that
sells them, preferably staying away from gas sta-
tions, which is not to say they aren’t the best place
to buy flowers, but would you really think a florist
was the best location to buy gas?

So, you hand the flowers to the intended and
say, “Happy Valentine’s Day. [ hope you love them.
Is that a freshly baked pie [ smell?”

Your part is done as the giver if you want to
appear as nothing but a pie-hungry buffoon.

Like most things, if you can make the enjoy-
ment last, the benefits also increase. The same
applies to flowers.

It doesn’t take much to make flowers last, as
long as you remember they love water and cool
temperatures, and hate bac-
teria. All the fresh water and
60-degree temperature don’t
mean a thing once the bac-
teria start swinging.

Bacteria-ridden water
turns cloudy quickly and
causes interesting aromas to
permeate the air that smell
more like rotten cooked cab-
bage. No one mistakes it for
a freshly baked pie.

Once you start seeing the water cloud, it may
not be too late, but more times than not it really is
the beginning of the end. You can change the wa-
ter, but you also need to clean the vase thoroughly
at this stage with bleach to disinfect it. You also
need to worry that the bacteria have attached to
the stems and will multiply once you supply them
with fresh water.

On top of that, the bacteria clog up the cut
end. No matter how much fresh water you supply,
the blooms might not be able to absorb any without
the stems being recut.

The vast majority of bacteria are harbored on
flower stems and leaves. That’s why the first ten-
ant of flower longevity is to strip all the leaves that
would be under water. You can’t do much about the
stems since they’re an integral part of the flower.

Also start with a clean vase. While it takes a
little more work, fill the vase with warm water and
add a half-cup of bleach and let it sit for 30 min-
utes. Most bacteria should be killed. Fill the vase
twice with clean water and empty to get rid of the
bleach residue.

Many bouquets come with flower preservatives
that keep the bacteria in check as well as nourish-
ing the flowers. Some folks say they achieve the
same effect using clear sodas such as Sprite, 7-Up
or Sierra Mist.

Flowers also need a fresh cut before placing
them in the water. Take a pair of pruners or a sharp
knife and cut off a half-inch of the stems. Some like
to do this underwater, which makes more sense, as
the cut end isn’t exposed to air. However, you end
up with stems floating in the vase or sinking to
the bottom.

In most cases, if you just cut quickly and
stick the flowers in the vase, you shouldn’t have
a problem.

Just because you do all this doesn’t mean the
flowers will last longer. You have to go the route
of changing the water completely every three days
and adding more preservatives.

Keep temperatures on the cool side. Flowers
last longer at 60 degrees than they do at 70 degrees.
50 degrees is better, but usually not practical.

Realize that no matter what you do, the flow-
ers ultimately will die. That’s a fact of life and a
part of the charm. Just think of the advantages if
you brought another bouquet in once a month - all
those freshly baked pies.

David Robson is an Extension Educator,
Horticulture, at the Springfield Extension
Center, University of lllinois Extension,
P.0. Box 8199, Springfield, IL 62791.
Telephone: 217-782-6515.

E-mail: drobson@uiuc.edu.
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OPERATING LOANS |
\

DESIGNED TO FIT YOU
& YOUR OPERATION.

LOANS SHOULDN'T BE “ONE-SIZE-FITS-ALL". Find a loan officer near you!
800.444.FARM

At Farm Credit they're not. We've designed
www.fcsillinois.com/contact.html

operating loan programs to fit you & your
operation and cashflow needs. Borrow a

lump sum or enjoy a line of credit for greater e/ge Farm (red“ Seruices

% OF ILLINOIS
We Understand

o

freedom to adapt to changing conditions.

Serving lllinois’ 60 southern counties

/Fast- A

Growing
Tre es for screen,

shade and windbreak

Rosemary Salix A!fome
* Fine textured availa
foliage Fast-Growing
e Fast growth H?rdt\{vobods
e Smaller mature size — ideal in?/resltr:qeirt
under power lines plantations
e Thrives in moist and wet sites
Green Rocket oth
. ® er
ast-growin
Hybrid Cedar fast-growing
e Evergreen — grows 3 ft. or trehes abnd
more per year 55 rubs
. ome grow
e Use for year-round privacy up 10 6 ft.
screens and windbreaks per year

Call toll-free 888-749-0799

For FREE color brochure or to place an order

ADVANCED
"IREE "TECHNOLOGY

12818 Edgerton Rd. New Haven, IN 46774
Toll-free 888-749-0799

\ www.advancedtree.com /

Design your own

floorplan at no charge!
Now available with

EEHIHERIAL
for only $7,400!

Over 90! Stock(&
Display/;Homes

available
immediately!

v'Great New Floorplans!
v'Free Whirlpool Appliances!
v'Expanded Delivery Area!
v'Energy Efficiency Package
v'Lennox Furnace Standard!

8” Sidewalls, R-50 Celilings,
20-year Windows, Lennox Furnace,
Kohler Plumbing, Tax, Delivery
& Crane Work included

www.dhsolar.net Visit our website at:
dESIgNheMeSICOm

Call For A Free Brochure

1-800-627-9443

MN Contractor #20146710
Corporate Office: (18 Models)
Prairie du Chien, WI 53821 1-608-326-6041
YA'skéAbout{@urdd Burlington, IA 52601 319-754-6100 (8 Models)
ISunzlirackingj Edgerton, WI 608-884-6263 (5 Models)
[SolardSystems!| Eldridge, IA 52748 (8 Models)

Select
One - Da}/
Dentures

Dr. John Ronan DDS
& Associates
Can Offer You
Dentures, Partials

& Extractions
Ina

ONE-DAY SERVICE
PARTIALS

§15d

gach

Office Hours: Monday—Friday 8 to 4
Call for an Appointment

(217-479-8444)
(1-877-565-8981)
1201 W. Walnut, Jacksonville, IL 62650

Payment Accepted
Cash, Mastercard or Visa

No Personal Checks
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“The Stimulus Bill signed by
the president on Feb. 17, 2009,
allows for impressive tax
credits to help pay for
energy improvements.”

You Can do Something or Just Complain

Most complain about taxes, hut tax credits help you do something

Before we start on this month’s topic let me say
that last month’s column on Marathon water
heaters generated a lot of calls. I told
you to contact your local electric
co-op. But if your co-op doesn’t

have Marathon water heaters for
sale, contact a local contractor who
carries Rheem water heaters. Or go
to www.marathonheaters.com, call
800-478-9434, or go to www.rheem.
com and type in your zip code to find
a contractor near you. In addition to
carrying the Marathon line, Rheem
also has a new heat pump water
heater.

[ wish I had the power to command no more
ice storms. But, of course, I don’t. I am aware that
many of our readers have been affected by the ice
storms. In fact, the “Ice Storm of 2009” was the
worst that [ have ever seen. When this happened, it
just made me really aware of how much we depend
on this wonderful product we call electricity.

Let me take this opportunity to say to every
single person who worked so many hours to restore
electric distribution systems that originally took
many years to build — thank you, thank you, thank
you.

This winter has been
very cold, but fortunately the
ice storms have not been as
bad. As [ write this column,
[ have just completed
appearing at a home show in
Kentucky. I am preparing to
conduct an energy efficiency
seminar at a community col-
lege in Tennessee tonight.

[ will then drive to south
Arkansas for a seminar and
then to Illinois for a seminar and radio show. I have
had great difficulty in deciding how to write this
article because there is so much that [ wish to teach
you. However, I am allowed only one page.

I went down this morning for breakfast in the
motel lobby and asked if I could have a late check-
out since my seminar was not until 5 p.m. at the
college. The lady at the desk asked, “Are you the
caulk man?” To which I answered, “Yes, I am the
King of Caulk and Talk. How did you know?”

She said, “I received a brochure in the mail

about the meeting from our power company and 1
plan to be there because my electric bills
have really gone up this year.”

[ told her that she has two
choices: Do something about it or
just keep complaining. I proceeded
to give her a personal one-hour
seminar and answer her questions.
Before we had finished, several
others in the area had joined the
group.

Folks, every indication is that
utility rates will continue to increase
no matter where you live. And with

a slow economy, utility bills will become
a larger percentage of a family’s budget. You have
two choices: Use less or use less. Some of you
are thinking, “This man is a genius.” Others are
thinking, “This man is a moron.” Probably, both
of you are correct. | have spent my entire adult life
teaching others how to use less by conservation and
energy efficiency. Example: Turning off the light is
conservation, but installing a compact fluorescent
bulb is energy efficiency.

Now for the other great news: I am happy to
announce that it is now more feasible to make
energy improvements than ever before.

The Stimulus Bill signed by the president on
Feb. 17, 2009, allows for impressive tax credits to
help pay for energy improvements. Please under-
stand I am not your tax advisor, but I suggest that
you go to www.energystar.gov for details. Please
note that these are tax credits, which may be worth
far more than tax deductions. Please note that
there are tax credits for windows, insulation, solar
systems, wind systems, and the best news of all,
geothermal heat pumps. You can now install the
best heating and cooling system available and may
qualify for a tax credit of 30 percent of the total
cost on your tax return. My friends, this is huge. =

Doug Rye, the “Doctor of Energy
Efficiency-the King of Caulk and Talk” can
be heard on several different lllinois radio
stations. Or you can go to his Web site

at www.dougrye.com, e-mail him at
info@philliprye.com, or call 501-653-
7931. You can also sign up for a free
newsletter and order his “how to”
videotapes.
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TURN A ROUGH DRIVEWAY

INTO A SMOOTH RIDE...

with the patented new
DR® POWER GRADER!

Featuring...

CARBIDE-TIPPED STEEL
SCARIFYING TEETH which are
10X longer-wearing than regular steel,
to shave down bumps, washboard,
and high spots.

REAR LEVELING BLADE with
patented geometry, fills in potholes, ruts,
and wash-outs with loosened material.

REMOTE CONTROL

allows you to control grading depth
from your towing vehicle with a remote
control.

POWERED ACTUATOR with static
holding strength of 3000 Ibs. — raises
and lowers the scarifying teeth to suit
the conditions at hand.

Get a FREE DVD and Catalog

with full details including models, low, factory-direct
prices, and our 6-Month Hands-On Trial offer.

reee 888-212-0576

www.DRpowergrader.com

KILL LAKE WEEDS

Proven AQUACIDE PELLETS

"Spread it and forget it!"
Marble size pellets. Work at any depth

800-328.-9350

WWW. K|IILakeWeeds com/287

"-.

MO Ib. bag treats up to 4,000 sq.ft. $77 50.8
50 Ib. carton treats up to 20,000 sq.ft.
$299.00. FREE SHIPPING! Certified
and approved for use by state agencies&

State permit may be required. Registered
with the Federal E.P.A.

Write for FREE information:

AQUACIDE CO. -
Our 55th year
@

PO Box 10748, DEPT. 287
White Bear Lake, MN 55110-0748

Life takes time.
Earning your degree
doesn’t have to.

Attend class one night a
week and earn a bachelor’s
degree at Lincoln College.

Designed for working adults, our
accelerated degree program is
flexible, affordable, and convenient.

Classes start every five weeks. Enroll
today and start earning a degree
in Business Management, Liberal

Arts, Health Services
Administration,

or a certificate in
Dental Services
Management.

eLincoln *Normal

abe.lincoincollege.edu
800.569.0558

40€H

Never have to buy fuel — oil, gas, kerosene, wood — ever again!

Your Benefits with Hydro-Sil:

Zone controlled heating cost with Hydro-Sil
No service contracts. Lifetime warranty.
Safe, complete peace of mind

(lean, no fumes, environmentally safe
U.L. listed

No furnaces, ducts, or chimneys
Preassembled — ready fo use
Portable (110V) or permanent (220V)
Whole house heating or single room

Contact us
today for

info and
FREE catalog!

ol a 220 VOLT Approx. Area  Discount
Lifefime Warranty PRMANENT  foHeat  Price ¢ O
o o §2000w  250-300sf $319  $25
Hydro-Sil is a high performance individual 6'1500w  180-250sf $289  $25
room heating system that allows you to control |5 1250w 130-180sf  $259  $25
your home heating cost by replacing old 41000w  100-130sf $239  $18
and inefficient heating. It can replace or 3750w 75-100sf  $189  $18
supplement your electric heat, gas or oil 2'500w 50-75sf  $169  $18
Thermostats — Call for options & exact heater needed.
furnace and woodstoves.
A one-time purchase that will last a lifetime: | 110 VOLT PORTABLES Discount gy
inside the heater is a sealed copper chamber qhermmm included.) Price
filled with a harmless silicone fluid designed g ?;gro-Mg?; 750-1500w iﬁ: 2?:
for heat retention quadlities. The fluid is quickly W= Sticone
. . Heavy-Duty 240v $329  $25
heated by a varying amount of micro-managed
proportional power. This exclusive technology | Ttal Amount
greatly increases energy efficiencies.
Name
Check m MasterCard m Visa m Discover Addicss
City, st
1-800-627-9276 - -
° MasterCard, Visa or Discover Account Information:
www.hydrosil.com ot

Hydro-Sil, P.0. Box 662, Fort Mill, SC 29715

Expiration Date




lectric cooperatives, the

electric utility industry and

consumers — all of us — are

facing a significant challenge in
the next decade. Rising demand for
power has virtually exhausted the sur-
plus electric generation built in the
late 1970s and early 1980s. In fact,
the U.S. Department of Energy fore-
casts that economic growth will drive
a 26 percent increase in demand from
2007 to 2030. In addition, any solu-
tion must include consideration for
the environment and new climate
change policy goals.

To get where we need to be, we’ll
have to be creative and draw on many
resources. Renewable energy has to be
developed and added to the grid, now.
Increased efficiency must be achieved
on both sides of the meter and new
low-emissions power plants have to be
built and brought on-line.

Each of these options has
tradeoffs and will cost money. So
we’ve got to stay engaged, focused
and ready to make smart choices.
There’s no silver bullet to solving
our energy challenges. That’s why
we need to balance traditional and
renewable fuels, as well as increase
energy efficiency.

Until now, however, debate over
our energy future has not included
those who ultimately will be asked
to pay for changes in energy policy.
Consumer interests must be con-
sidered as Congress debates policy
proposals. As consumer-owned orga-
nizations, electric co-ops are speaking
out on behalf of electric consumers,
and co-op members have a responsi-
bility and an obligation to take part
in the current debate.

That is why the “Our Energy,
Our Future” program was developed.
It’s a national grassroots campaign
that aims to start a dialogue between
our elected officials and electricity
consumers like you.

The www.ourenergy.coop site
makes it easy for you to speak directly
to elected officials.

The problem

How will we supply the power
we need to grow the economy while
at the same time curbing emissions
of greenhouse gases, such as carbon
dioxide, blamed for contributing to
climate change?

Facts on capacity

The Energy Information Admin-
istration (EIA) projects electricity
needs will grow nationally .9 percent
a year from 2007 through 2030, for a
23 percent increase.

Meeting the increased demand
will require a total of 252 gigawatts of
new capacity, unless extraordinary ef-
ficiency measures are adopted.

Out of 15 regions covered in the
North American Electric Reliability
Commission’s 2008 Long-Term Reli-
ability Assessment (LTRA), seven are
expected to dip below recommended
capacity margins in the next five years.

According to the LTRA, nearly
25,000 MW of coal generation is still
slated for construction in the next 10
years; however, the recent trend of can-
cellation and deferral of coal-fired plants
casts doubt on many of these projects.

Will we have the technology we
need to supply adequate power in a
carbon-constrained world?

With technology now available,
electric utilities have four options for

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING * www.icl.coop

baseload power generation: coal, gas,
nuclear and, in some regions, large-
scale hydroelectric. Most renewable
resources such as wind or solar provide
intermittent power unsuitable for
baseload power generation. Genera-
tion using alternative sources that are
not intermittent, such as landfill gas,
are at this point not on a scale to re-
place traditional fossil fuels; the largest
extant landfill plant provides 8 MW.

Facts on the current state
of technology

A study by the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology acknowledges
that commercially viable carbon-
capture and sequestration technology
is years away; the most optimistic pro-
jection is 2020.

Investments in energy research
and development (R&D) declined
precipitously. While investment in
research and development is roughly

Concerned about our energy future, coop-
eratives are already investing in many smart
grid component technologies. For example,
the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
(FERC) recently found that cooperatives
lead the electricity industry in deployment of
Advanced Metering Infrastructure (AMI),
one of the technologies for the smart grid.



3 percent of gross domestic product,

it has been roughly one-tenth that in
the energy sector. By contrast, R&D
investments in the medical and bio-
technology field are roughly 15 percent
of sales. As a nation we need to invest
more in innovative energy solutions.

In the last five years, utility bills
have risen 30 percent. Across the na-
tion and especially in the Midwest,
consumers will be paying more for
electricity. The rising cost of fuel com-
bined with the rising cost of building
new generation mean that electric
rates will increase even if we do noth-
ing to address climate change.

Times are hard for many Ameri-
cans. The downturn in the economy
will increase the numbers of Ameri-
cans who cannot afford to pay their
electric bills. The great achievement
of Franklin Roosevelt’s rural electrifi-
cation program — affordable electric-
ity for all Americans — is at risk.

The energy proposals being de-
bated in Congress all entail further
increasing the cost of what has be-
come a necessity in American life:
reliable electricity.

Facts on cost:

e The price of coal — the fuel for
over half of America’s power
plants — has doubled since last
year while the cost of liquid
natural gas has soared by as
much as 50 percent.

e The typical household in America
spends about $1,400 per year on
electricity, or more than
2 percent of median
annual income and for
lower income households 4
it represents over 8
percent of income.

e Under the proposed carbon cap
and trade scheme, which would
auction carbon emission allow-
ances on the market, the average
[llinois electric co-op member
using 1,000 kWh a month will see
a $10.81 increase a month if the
cost of CO2 is $10 a metric ton
and $108.09 if the market reaches
a $100 price per ton.

The EPA has already
started the process of

regulating €02

Spurred by the U.S. Supreme
Court 2007 decision that EPA has the
authority under the Clean Air Act to
regulate CO2, the agency has begun
to take action. In April, EPA proposed
an “endangerment finding” that, when
finalized, will open the door to EPA
regulations. Unfortunately, the Clean
Air Act is not well suited to address-
ing global climate change. It was de-
veloped primarily to address local and
regional air quality issues, not global
scale issues. Further, the framework
established by the act would create a
confusing and complicated regulatory
system that would lead to what Rep.

| John Dingell called “a glorious mess.”

Proposals will impact

electric cooperatives
Well-crafted legislation is a bet-

ter solution than EPA regulation.

While Congress must decide numer-
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ous details in developing legislation
to reduce CO2 emissions, several key
issues deserve particular attention:

e Stringency and timing of caps —
this has the biggest impact on the
program’s cost and will determine
the public’s willingness to sustain
the policy over time.

e Allocating carbon emission allow-
ances to keep the program afford-
able, or auctioning them to the
highest bidder to raise revenue.

e Whether to allow Wall Street
speculators to drive up emission
allowance prices, thereby setting
electricity prices for all electricity
consumers.

¢ Inclusion of an “economic safety
valve” to protect against energy price
spikes and allow for prudent plan-
ning and robust economic growth.

® Scope of the program (covering
the entire economy or only spe-
cific sectors).

e Whether to allow use of agricul-
tural and other “offsets.”

e How to promote advanced tech-
nology research, development
and deployment.

e How to address other countries’
emissions that make up more than
75 percent of worldwide emissions.

In 1932, President Franklin
Roosevelt declared that electric-
ity was a necessity, not a luxury. He
committed to making it avail-
able and affordable to all
Americans. We must
not turn back on that
commitment from
over 70 years ago.
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~ FINEST COOKING Ll

Olives and

i toes;
enne With Toma
:wo Cheeses (right)

6 T. olive oil on
_1/2 C. chopped onion
13 g,&oz.) cans ltalian plum tomatoes

ied basil

21»t 187)2 C:: dried crushed red pepper
2 C. low-sodium cann
1 Ib. penne or rigatont pasta
2-1)2C. grated Havarti cbeese
13C. sliced kalamata olives

13 C. grated Parmesan cheise |

1/4 C. finely chopped fresh bast

Heat 3 T. olive oil in a heavy I?rfg
high heat. Add onion and garlic;
t, about .
%er?ng t0 a boil, breaking up the t
spoon. Add broth and bring t0 2
and simmer unti

duces to 6 cups-
Season with salt and peppet- Preh

in a large pot of boiling water unti
asta to the pot. To av
Emd toss to blend well. Mix in
9x13-inch glass
Bake until heatg
basil before serving.

Three-Step Brownie Bottom
Pudding Pie

4 (1-0z.) squares semi-sweet baking
chocolate

1/4 C. margarine

3/4 C. sugar

2 eggs

1 tsp. vanilla

1/2 C. flour

1/2 C. chopped nuts, opt.

2-1/2 C. cold milk

2 (4-serving) pkgs. instant chocolate
pudding

Whipped topping for garnish

Microwave chocolate and butter on high
for 2 minutes; stir until chocolate is melted
and smooth. Stir in sugar, eggs and vanilla.
Blend in flour, then nuts. Spread batter in
a greased 9-inch pie plate. Bake at 350°
(325° for glass pie plate) for 25 minutes

or until a wooden toothpick inserted in
the center comes out with fudgy crumbs.
Do not over bake. Cool. Pour milk into a
large bowl. Add pudding mixes. Beat with
a wire whisk for 1 minute. Let stand 2 min-
utes. Spread over brownie pie. Top with
whipped topping. Refrigerate.

anned chicken broth

e Dutch oven over medium-
sauté until onion ist
basil and red pepper:
with the back ofa

boil. Reduce heat to simmer
chunky sauce and re-

i i toa ‘
P thiciees 1 hour and 10 minutes.

Stir occasionally, about :
eat oven to 3

| tender. Drain well. Return
live oil. Pour sauce over

asta with 3 T.0
o Havarti cheese. Transfer to @

ing dish. Sprinkle with 0 .
b; E{frlgugh, about 30 minutes. Spri

ranslu-

5°. Cook pasta

lives and Parmesan.

nkle with

Penne With Tomatoes, Olives and Two Cheeses

Feta Chicken With Oregano

1 (8-0z.) ctn. plain yogurt
2 lg. garlic cloves, minced
1 T. chopped, fresh oregano, or
1 tsp. dried oregano
1/2 tsp. freshly ground pepper
4 skinned and deboned chicken breasts
3/4 C. crumbled feta cheese

Combine yogurt, garlic, oregano and pep-
per in a large bowl. Add chicken; turn to
coat. Cover and marinate in the refrig-
erator for 30 minutes, turning after 15
minutes. Preheat broiler. Remove chicken
from marinade, reserving marinade.

Place chicken on a lightly greased rack

in a broiler pan. Brush with remaining
marinade. Broil 5-1/2 inches away from
heat for 8-10 minutes. Turn chicken over;
sprinkle evenly with feta cheese. Broil 4-5
minutes more or until chicken is done
and golden. Serve immediately.

Apricot Bread

1 C. snipped, dried apricots
2 C. warm water

1 C. sugar

2 T. butter, softened
1 egg

3/4 C. orange juice

2 C. all-purpose flour
2 tsp. baking powder
1/4 tsp. baking soda
1 tsp. salt

3/4 C. nuts

Preheat oven to 350°. Grease a 9x5-inch
loaf pan. Soak apricots in warm water for
30 minutes. Cream sugar, butter and egg in
a mixing bow. Stir in orange juice. Com-
bine flour, baking powder, baking soda and
salt. Stir into creamed mixture just until
combined. Drain apricots well. Add to bat-
ter with nuts. Pour into a loaf pan. Bake at
350° for 55 minutes. Cool for 10 minutes,
then remove to a wire rack.

E ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING ¢ www.icl.coop

Who: Concordia United Church of Christ,
Belleville, IL

Cost: $10, plus $3 shipping

Details: hard-backed, comb-bound

Pages of recipes: 102

Send checks to: Doris Steiger,
5734 Bohleysville Road,
Millstadt, IL 62260
or call 618-476-1366.



Become Like Christ,
Become Christ's Light

Who: Freeburg Community Bible Church
Cost: $13, including postage

Details: soft-backed, comb-bound

Pages of recipes: 104

i Send checks to: Debbie Fox,
4551 Elk Meadows Lane, Smithton, IL 62285
or call 618-671-0188.

8-9 Ping Dong snack cakes
0z.) pkg. low far cream cheege

- Sugar (can 1 ,
Ltsp. vanilla substitute wigh Splenda)

16-0z. Coo] Whip light

sm. boxes g .
gar free
chg)colate pudding ant
Sm. box Sugar 8
3C mik gar free instant vanilla pudding

Slice Ding Dongs in hajf |

i Y
na9x13-inc ace

of milk. When thick

' spread

Mixture, ’ e Cout ‘

o e 'Spread the rest of the Cool %?heebe
- Refrigerate yngj] ready to serye oo

Ding-Dong Cake

Apple Apricot Stuffed
Pork Chops

1/2 C. chopped onion

1/2 C. chopped celery

1 T. butter, melted

1/2 C. bread crumbs

1/2 C. peeled, chopped cooking apples

1/3 C. raisins

1 T. brown sugar

1/2 tsp. ground ginger

1/4 C. apricot preserves, divided

6 (1-inch thick) pork loin chops,
trimmed and cut with pockets

Sauté onion and celery in butter in a
skillet until crisp. Combine onion mix-
ture, breadcrumbs, apples, raisins, brown
sugar and ginger. Stir in 2 T. preserves.
Stuff breadcrumb mixture into pockets of
chops. Place in an ungreased 9x13-inch
baking dish. Cover and bake at 325° for
45 minutes. Uncover and brush with
remaining 2 T. of preserves. Bake an ad-
ditional 15 minutes until pork chops

are tender.

Hash Brown Casserole

30-0z frozen hash browns, country
style

1 (16-0z.) and 1 (12-0z.) pke.
American cheese slices, torn into
pieces

1 (16-0z.) sour cream

2 cans cream of mushroom soup

2-1/2 C. milk

3 C. cornflakes, crushed

3 T. margarine, melted

Salt and pepper, to taste

In a large bowl, mix cheese and hash
browns. In a smaller bowl, mix sour
cream, soup and milk; blend well. Add to
hash brown mixture. Mix well. Pour into
a large, greased baking dish. In a small
bowl, add melted margarine to crushed
cornflakes and mix well. Pour over hash
brown mixture. Bake at 350° for 1 hour
to 1 hour and 10 minutes.

Photos by Catrina McCulley Wagner

Cranberry Chicken

4 chicken breasts, boneless

1 envelope dry onion soup mix

1 (16-0z.) can whole cranberry sauce
1 C. spicy-sweet French dressing

Place chicken breasts in a single layer in
a lightly greased 13x9-inch baking dish.
Sprinkle soup mix evenly over chicken.
Stir cranberry sauce and spoon over
chicken. Top evenly with dressing. Cover
with foil and bake at 400° for 40 minutes.
Remove foil and reduce temperature to
350°. Bake 20 minutes more.

Visit www.icl.coop to see an
archive of past
lllinois Country Living recipes.
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SANGAMON
ios _  RADIANT

uponor aqua pex tubing products
for agricultural, commercial shop
floors and homes

(217)971-8592  FAX (217)483-7973 » Evening (217)483-3223
John D. McMillan - Owner

( N
Buildings
That Work For You

uponor
a1 iy

-

| | — -
You work hard, so should your metal

building. Call Heritage today.

Size *Price
24x36x10 $ 4,357
33x45x10 $ 5,919
45x60x12  $ 9,439
54x80x14 $14,197

rices v: ased on codes, loads and accessories.
P ary based des, loads and

HERITAGE

STEMS

r____1

-Work at Home

I Get into Medical Billing I
& Claims Processing!

I Earn up fo
$40,000 a year!*
No previous medical experi-
I ence needed. Get free facts
onhow you can train athome

in as little as four months for

this growing, moneymaking,

at-home career. We show
you how to process medical claims for Medicare,
Medicaid, private insurance. Work for doctors,
hospitals, clinics. No commuting, no selling. Call
toll-free or mail this ad today.

I COMPARE THESE ADVANTAGES
WITH ANY OTHER PROFESSION!

Work full-time or part-time
Choose your hours

Work in any of the 50 states

Plenty of high-pay office jobs, too I
I Earn up to $20 an hour as your

experience and skills increase!

| Call1-800-388-8765 o

Name Age
Address Apt I

I City State Zip
-

* © © ® o

E-mail
U.S. Career Institute, Dept. LCLB2A20
I 2001 Lowe St., Fort Collins, CO 80525
www.uscareerinstitute.com

LAccredited * Affordable ° Approve:él!
I I S 0

Build't On A

Sllllﬂﬁﬂl‘ Founi

Belleville, IL
February 12, 13, 14

Builders Home& Garden Show

St. Louis, MO
February 25, 26, 27, 28

Bloomington 2010 Home Show
Interstate Center
Bloomington, IL

March 12,13, 14

The Leader in Resitlential
Precast Foundation Systems

America’s Center & Edward Jones Dome Peoria Civic Center

a
SEE US AT THESE UPCOMING HOME SHOWS:

Metro East Home Improvement Show Home Expo
Belle Clair Fairgrounds & Expo Center Orr Building - State Fairgrounds

Springfield, IL
February 19, 20, 21

2010 Official Spring Home Show

Peoria, IL
February 26, 27, 28

St. Charles Home Show

St. Charles Convention Center
St. Charles, MO

April 23, 24, 25

& Superior Walls

ty Preeast Concrete Solutions

866-522-8565

www.superiorwallspcs.com

Till While You Ride!

than hard-to-handle, walk-behind tillers.
TILLS A 3-FOOT SWATH

with each pass — twice the width of
most walk-behind tillers!

24 STEEL BOLO TINES

turn at 230 rpm to create perfect
seedbeds for planting.

REMOTE CONTROL

lets you make precise
adjustments to tilling
depth from your tow-vehicle.

TOWS BEHIND
ATVs, riding mowers

or lawn tractors.

POWERED SPREADER
AND CULTI-PACKER

options available.

New! DR® ROTO-HOG"
POWER TILLER

FAR FASTER & EASIER to use

Get a FREE DVD and Catalog
ee 888-212-0576

www.DRrototiller.com

MADE IN
THE USA

For smaller jobs...
The new DR® ROTO-HOG"
Mini Tiller is perfect for tight spots #

o EASY turn-key electric-start.
No pull-starting!

o TWICE the power of other mini tillers!
¥ 'ﬂ“

67382X © 2010 CHP, Inc.




MARKETPLACE |

Authorized Rainbow distributor.
Repairs, supplies and service. Living
air purifiers. L&L Distributing, 116 S.
VanBuren St., Newton, IL 62448.
618-783-3755.

Rent customized and affordable
two-way radio systems. Serving
corporate, security, manufacturing,
maintenance, campus, fairs and event
clients. We set up the system and sup-
ply all your radios. Weekly, monthly
and yearly contracts available. Visit

www.buzbcorp.com or call 630-543-
5560.

Filter Queen/Defender sales, service
and supplies. For free information,
call 800-753-5401, 618-948-2874 or
write She-N-I, Inc. RR1, Allendale,
IL 62410.

Miniature Mediterranean donkeys.
Pet, show and breeding quality. Gray
duns, chocolates, spotteds and blacks.
Visitors welcome. Canton, IL. 309-
647-7162. www.copperascreek.com.

Insulation. 4x8 sheets, foil-backed
foam. Also rolls of foil-bubble pak-
insulation. All factory seconds.
www.nichols5.com.Contact Ken

Nichols, 800-424-1256.

Lake Weed and Algae Control.
“Mother Nature’s Way.” No
chemicals. Biological method with
live bacteria that dissolves plant
nutrients, black muck, and rotten egg
odor. Controls all aquatic vegetation.
Proven product. Guaranteed results.

309-826-8444.

Cabins in Shawnee Forest of Southern
lllinois. Five beautiful cabins of all
sizes. All amenities. Everything
provided but food. Meals and massage
therapist available. Horseback riding
nearby. Pet friendly. Near Garden of
Gods, adjacent to Rim Rock, close

to Pounds Hollow Lake. On scenic
byway. Pavillion. Excellent for group
gatherings. Three nights for two
December, January and February.
www.rimrocksdogwoodcabins.com.

618-264-6036.

Wanted to buy: Standing timber, most
species. Pay top prices. Call 217-285-
2760.

Songs of Sinatra - Unique enter-
tainment for seniors, anniversaries,
birthdays, private and company
parties, sales events, in
surrounding Springfield area.
www.philsteinbergsings.com.

CLASSIC

Outdoor Wood Furnace

+ Heat entire home, multiple buildings, water
and more with safe, comfortable heat.**

design for maximum efficiency.

with wood.

participating dealers.

EVE

Find your nearest dealer at

CentralBoiler.com
800-248-4681

‘Eliminate High Heating Bills!

+ Adapts easily to new or existing heating systems.
+ Exclusive Ripple Top®, HeatLock Baffle® firehox

* There is no safer, more convenient way to heat

*For a limited time, receive up to $300 in ThermoPEX insulated piping
with the purchase of a Central Boiler Classic outdoor wood furnace at

**Furnace and system must be properly sized and installed.

ENfedia Magnet/Shutterst

|

THERMOFEX FREE®

©2009 Central Boiler ad5531

Central lllinois Properties Wanted:
Lake houses or lots, horse, hobby

or mini farms, Victorian or country
homes and recreational or farm land.
We have buyers! Millions view our 10
Country Specialty Catalogs. National
Advertising in 1100 Periodicals.
Realtor Affiliates for Purina, Deere,
DU & FFA. Our #1 Country Website
reaches 800,000 buyers monthly.
Properties showcase on 15+ Websites
with high Internet rankings. Only
Realtor with exhibit booth &
seminars at 8 Illinois Sport or Farm
Shows. Central Illinois’ hardest
working Realtor -365 Days A Year!
Call Broker Jerry Grodesky 217-386-
4220 or visit United Country at
www.FarmAndLakeHouses.com

First Street Restaurant Equipment
used slicers, tenderizers, grinders,
meatsaws, ss sinks, tables. New and
used cooking equipment, pottery
wheels and kilns. 2615 So. First,
Springfield, 217-522-3934, 217-971-
8592.

Stay and Play in Southern lllinois’
Hardin County. Shawnee Forest, Ohio
River, Garden of the Gods, Cave-
in-Rock. www.hardincountyil.org.
[llinois Mile After Magnificent Mile.
618-287-4333.

America’s Oldest & Largesi Rare Breed Hatchery
FREE COLOR CATALOG
Over 140 varieties of Baby Chicks, Bantams,
Turkeys, Guineas, Peafowl, Game Birds,
Waterfowl, Juvenile Fowl. Also Eggs Incubators,
Books, Eqmpment and Medications.
Call 1- 80095359 -3280
Murray McMurray Hatchery,
(132, Webster City, lowa 50595-0458
Website: http://www.mcmurrayhatchery.com

www.hardyheater.com
Bates@hardyheater.com

£ - All stainless steel construction
Heats home and household

»  hot water
“The ongl'l!r‘gl - 10-year warranty
WOODBURNING - Connects to your existing
FURNACE central duct
Since 1976 5
or hydronic system
- Standard with bronze
circulator pump and automatic
[ draft combustion

blower, and grates

% + Units from 100,000 to 250,000
BTU’s output

+ Financing Available (new)

+ Dealer Inquiries Welcome

Hardy Manufacturing
Company, Inc.

12345 Road 505
PHILADELPHIA, MS 39350

(1-800-542-7395)

®

-

B
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Investment Property: Great income
property in north Normal. 6100 Sq.
Ft. Commercial building fully leased
to three tenants. Also commercial
empty 1 3/4-acre lot for sale. Owner
wants to scale back. Call 309-242-
1507.

Lampshades recovered. Have

that old lampshade recovered to
look like new. Reasonable rates.
Savanna, IL 815-273-4087. Custom
shades, Victorian or traditional, also
available.

Fullblood Braunvieh Bull,
performance-tested, feed efficient
carcass quality, calving ease. Add

hybrid vigor and maternal traits. Illini
Braunvieh, Jason. 217-625-2506.

Fish, Camp, Relax. 80 Acres of water
stocked twice a year. Permanent camp
sites. Full hook-up. Leave year-round
with lake frontage. G.C. Fishing
Camping Club. 309-826-8444.

e A
Cooperative

Design

& Print

Cooperative Design & Print has
faithfully served cooperatives and
other businesses for more than 40
years as part of the Association of
Illinois Electric Cooperatives! We're
proud to continue in that tradition,
providing for your business needs
from concept to delivery.

Web sites ° Signage
Newsletters * Stationery
Annual Reports * Brochures
We deliver on our promises, and
also your materials — even to the

post office, if you like.

For more information or
to request a bid, please contact:

Angie Bingenheimer, Manager
217-241-7942 « abingenheimer@aiec.coop

Connie Newenham, Assistant Manager
217-241-7943 » cnewenham@aiec.coop

Lisa Rigoni, Sales/Marketing Associate
217-241-7953 e Irigoni@aiec.coop

www.coopdesignandprint.com

Fiberglass corrugated, 26-inch wide.
8-12- foot long. 8 ft.-$6. 12 ft.-$9.
Large supply, all colors. Dongola, IL.
618-827-47317.

Wanted to buy: Standing timber. All
species. Pay top price. Clear or select

cut. Call 815-434-4141.

Earn $2,000 to $5,000/mo. without
leaving your job! Call this 3 min.
message and listen to what these

people have done. 866-274-0657.
Wanted to buy: Old barns. Fully

insured. References available. Call

217-473-6958.

How to place an ad:

1) Type or print ad neatly.

2) Count words. Cost is $30 for up to the first 20 words. $1.50 each
additional word. Ads with insufficient funds will not be printed.

3) Prepayment is required. Include check or money order with ad for
amount due. Also include address label from Illinois Country Living or
other proof of Illinois electric cooperative membership. Only members
of Illinois electric cooperatives may place Marketplace ads.

4) Mail to: Illinois Marketplace, P.O. Box 3787, Springfield, IL 62708,
by deadline.
Deadlines: April issue — February 19;
May issue — March 19.

We reserve the right to reject any advertisement. Ads postmarked after the deadline
will be placed in the next available issue.

MID-AMERICA

Pole Barn Co.

30 x 50 x 10 Galvalume
$8,200.00

Price includes material, delivery,
construction, factory trusses, screws
Open M - 8to5
1-866-456-0959
Price is subject to change without notice

Y FUTURE STEEL BUILDINGS

Do-lIt-Yourself Steel Buildings

Ideal For:
* Recreational Use

* Boat Storage

* Bunkie

* Equipment Storage
* Garage/Shop

* PWC/Snowmobile

© 30-year perforation warranty

© Full technical support from start to finish

 Fully customized to meet your needs
% e Factory-direct savings

Call Toll Free Our building consultants are ready to take your call

Today for a f:l!(
FREE! J= o - ext.
INFORMATION PACKAGE 91

call the ROOf King for your
Mobile Home Roofing Needs!

1-800-748-0645

Mobile Home Super Insulated
Roof Over Systems
40 Year Warranty
Factory Direct from Roof King

www.roofking.net

E ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING ¢ www.icl.coop




Driving on the Cutting Edge

or the past year, the Association of

Illinois Electric Cooperatives and
Prairie Power Inc have been part of a
national collaboration testing plug-in
hybrid technology. In October 2008
we installed a 5.5 kilowatt-hour bat-
tery in the AIEC’s 2007 Toyota Prius.
Since then, the car has been part of
a national study coordinated by the
National Rural Electric Cooperative
Association’s Cooperative Research
Network (CRN).

The Prius now has two hybrid bat-
teries, in addition to the normal 12-
volt battery that starts the car. The
stock hybrid battery that came with

the car is a nickel cadium battery that

is recharged through the car’s regen-
erative charging system. The second,
or add-on battery, is much larger and
can be recharged only by plugging in
the vehicle to a 120-volt outlet.

So after a year of operation, what's
been learned with this plug-in hybrid
electric vehicle (PHEV)?

John Freitag, AIEC Vice President
of Operations, who has coordinated
the project, says the vehicle is fully
capable of achieving 100-plus miles
per gallon if and when it’s used in a
typical commuter application.

“If you drive it the right way, it’s
almost downright hard to put gasoline
in the car,” he noted. “It’s almost kind
of embarrassing and foolish to fuel up
the car at the gas station and only be
able to put in $3.50 worth of fuel after
a couple weeks of operation,” he said.

Freitag drove the vehicle exclu-
sively during October of 2008, in its
first month as a PHEV. He achieved
well over 100-mpg during that time,
logging about 800 miles — much of it
at relatively low speeds in town.

“This is what the vehicle is de-
signed for,” he said. “I learned that
it can be done. These vehicles can
achieve outstanding fuel mileage, but
three things are necessary for that to
occur. First, the car must be plugged in
consistently. The vehicle will operate
for about 40 miles in electric mode,

John Freitag, AIEC Vice President of Operations, talks to Monroe County Electric Coop-
erative members John Rule and Patty Tinoco about the pros and cons of the Toyota plug-in
hybrid electric vehicle (PHEV) the Illinois electric cooperatives have tested as part of national
research study. With an extra battery pack the car is capable of achieving 100-plus miles
per gallon, but only when it’s used in a typical in-town commuter application.

but when the battery gets depleted,
it'll operate as a normal Toyota Prius
and the fuel mileage will be that of
anormal Prius. So the car must be
plugged in. Second, the driver must
operate the car reasonably. Flooring
the accelerator in any vehicle will
result in poor fuel mileage and this

is especially true in the Prius PHEV.
Lastly, for optimal fuel mileage, the
car should be used in a typical “com-
muter” application. The PHEV is
ideally suited for typical city driving —
stop and go, speeds under 40 miles an
hour, etc. The add-on plug-in battery
improves highway mileage, but to a
much lower extent than in town.”

Freitag said the cooperatives have
also learned that PHEV mileage suffers
greatly when the weather turns cold.

“In addition to our experience
with the Prius PHEV, my personal
vehicle is a regular hybrid car, so I've
done a fair amount of driving with
hybrid vehicles,” Freitag noted.

He said hybrids are best suited for
the spring and fall months when the
weather is moderate. In the winter
during periods of extreme cold the
batteries need to be warmed by the
car’s engine. So the gas engine runs
more and fuel mileage decreases.

“In my own personal car, the gas
engine runs right away when I hit the

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING < February 2010 a
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Jefferson, Ga.-based Jackson Electric Membership Corporation put 103,000 miles on a converted hybrid vehicle as part of a two-
year study being conducted by the Cooperative Research Network. The U.S. Department of Energy’s Idaho National Laboratory
and seven electric co-ops across the country have joined the research project.

power button at home in the morn-
ing. About the time I get to the of-
fice, the car is good and warm and the
hybrid system is just about ready to
really start performing — and I have
arrived and turn the car off — only
to cool off during the colder outside
temperatures. When I'm ready to

go home, the same process starts all
over again.”

Even the Prius PHEV, with its two-

car engine starting very quickly and
running much more. Then the fuel
mileage also suffers.

The co-ops have also learned that
recharging the plug-in battery is a
snap — and that it’s extremely eco-
nomical. If the Prius PHEV’s plug-in
battery is completely discharged (and
it usually isn’t) the recharge should
take about five
hours. A full

would take a very, very long time to
pay back our investment through fuel
savings,” he said. But as the price of
hybrid vehicles continues to come
down and gasoline prices go up, these
cars can pay for themselves.”

And it might not be too much lon-
ger before PHEVs are commonplace
on the highways instead of being a
once-in-awhile
curiousity. All

“As the price of hybrid vehicles
continues to come down and
gasoline prices go up, these
cars can pay for themselves.”

the major auto-
makers are work-
ing on battery
technology and
they’re coming
out with hybrids
and new plug-in hybrid cars. When
people can buy a plug-in hybrid elec-
tric vehicle right off the dealer’s lot,
the prices are sure to be a lot more af-

recharge would
typically take
about about 50
cents’ worth of
electricity or less.
Assuming a full
recharge once per day, the plug-in
electric operation would cost

the typical consumer less than
$15 per month.

hybrid battery system, suffers during
the cold weather. Freitag noted that
mileage with the car was “downright
miserable” last January during the ex-
tremely cold weather.

Hybrids and plug-in hybrids are
just not designed for temperature ex-
tremes. In the summer, the vehicles
operate nicely during very warm
weather — however, when the car’s

air conditioning is turned on, the
electric demand on the vehicle is
greatly increased — leading to the

So, is it worth it in the long run?
Freitag said the technology is dif-
ficult to cost-justify right now. “It

fordable — and we’ll see many more
of these cars zooming up and down
the road — quietly.
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DATEBOOK

4, Night of Jazz at Galena Middle
School in Galena. Galena High and
Middle School’s Jazz Bands join forces for
this annual jazz concert. 815-777-0917.

5-6 and 12-13, Almost,

Maine at Starry Night Repertory
Theatre in Taylors Hall in Macomb.
7:30 p.m. On a cold, clear, moonless
night in the middle of winter, the resi-
dents of Almost find themselves falling
in and out of love in unexpected and
often hilarious ways. Knees are bruised.
Hearts are broken, but the bruises heal,
and the hearts mend — almost — in
this delightful midwinter night’s dream.
Admission: $15. 309-255-8570.

5-6, Manhattan Irish Fest in
Downtown Manhattan. A “kick off”

to your St. Patrick’s Day Celebration.
Thousands over the years have enjoyed
the parade, entertainment tent and fam-
ily fun tent. The heated entertainment
tent hosts a wide variety of Irish per-
formers. 815-931-0410 or www.manhat-
tanirishfest.com.

5-7, lllinois Horse Fair in
the Upstairs Ring Livestock Center
at the Illinois State Fairgrounds in
Springfield. Fri.: 3 —9 p.m. Sat.: 9
a.m.— 6 p.m. Sun.: 9 a.m. — 5 p.m.

217-585-1600.

5-1 4, Effingham Art Guild’s
Children’s Art Show at the Rosebud
Theatre in Effingham. 217-925-5161 or

suzis_graphics@juno.com.

6, The 12th Annual Galena
Area Business Showcase at the
Galena Convention Center in Galena.
Local merchants and business people
display products and information. Food,
door prizes and drawings. 815-777-9050

or www.galenachamber.com.
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6-7, The 12th Annual Illinois Products Expo in the Orr Building at
the Illinois State Fairgrounds in Springfield. Admission: Adults — $4; Children
(10 and under) — free. Sat.: 10 a.m. — 5 p.m. Sun.: 11 a.m. — 4 p.m. 217-524-3012.

6-7, The 2010 Spring Home
Improvement Show at the County
Fairgrounds in Kankakee. Browse local
and regional vendors for siding, win-
dows, heating, remodeling and more,
come see what they can do to make your
home better. Various vendors through-
out the day will hold demonstrations
and raffles. 815-482-4131, info@visit-
kankakeecounty.com or www.visitkanka-
keecounty.com.

6, McLean County Annual
Home, Lawn and Garden Day

at Central Catholic High School in
Bloomington. Enjoy classes and a key-
note address by Diane Noland, Illinois
Gardener moderator. Vendors avail-
able to share products and information.
Lunch, morning snack, door prizes and
handouts included in the $40 registra-
tion fee. 309-663-8306 or www.mclean-
extension.org.

1 3, Cheeseburgers in Paradise at the Knights of Columbus Hall in
Lincoln. 6 p.m. Proceeds go to senior programs in Logan and Mason counties.
$25 includes entertainment and all you can eat cheeseburger buffet.

217-732-2159.
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1 3, Super Saturdays in A Place
for Discovery: Curious Collec-
tions at the Illinois State Museum in
Springfield. 10 a.m. — 4 p.m. Do you
like collecting dolls, cars, sports cards,
or something else that is special to you?
Many Museums were started to house
the collections of people just like you.
In conjunction with Junior Collector’s
Day, Super Saturday will focus on how
to begin, grow, and protect a collection.

Learn about collections with games,
crafts, and activities. 217-782-6044.

19-20, Children’s Overnight

Camp-In at the Illinois State Museum
in Springfield. 7 p.m. — 8 a.m. Mam-
moths and sloths and short-faced bears!
Oh My! Learn about Illinois’ giant ice
age creatures, join in exciting experi-
ments and activities, sleep under a tree
in the museum, and more. A late night
pizza snack and breakfast are included.
Ages: 8-11. Fee: Museum Society mem-
bers — $28 per child or $25 per child

for two or more children from the same
family. Nonmembers — $38 per child or
$35 each for two or more children from
the same family. 217-782-5993.

19-20, Biennial Quilt Show of Springfield Area Quilters at the
Orr Building of the Illinois State Fair Grounds in Springfield. Friday, 10 a.m. —

6 p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m. — 4 p.m. Hundreds of quilts and quilted items will be
displayed. Admission is $5 at the door or $4 in advance from guild members
and local quilt shops. 217-652-4292, Springfieldquilts@yahoo.com or spring-
fieldquilts.com.

27, Miss Annie’s Tea and
Gossip Parlor at the Ryan Man-
sion in Galena. Victorian high tea,
parlor games and the latest gossip.
Victorian attire encouraged, but

not required. Reservations a must.
815-777-0336 or www.ryanmansion-
galena.com.

Visit our Web site, www.icl.coop

26-28, Wine Lovers Weekend at Massbach Ridge Winery in Eliza-
beth. Fall in love with Massbachs’ award-winning wines. Tour the winery while
sampling locally-grown wines paired with chocolates and local cheeses. 815-
291-6700 or www.massbachridge.com.

To be considered for inclusion, please submit events in the format used above. Preference is given to events sponsored by non-profit
entities. Submitting an event is not a guarantee of publication. Photos are welcome, but will not be returned unless a self-addressed
and stamped envelope is provided. Events are subject to change, so please contact the event sponsor for confirmation.

Deadline: February 15 for May Events. Mail to: Illinois Datebook, PO Box 3787, Springfield, IL 62708. E-mail to: cwagner@aiec.coop
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Bratcher Heating &

Air Conditioning
Bloomington/Normal 309-454-1611
Champaign 217-378-4328
Paxton 217-370-6305
www.bratchercomfort.com

Climate Company
Breese 618-526-2135

Engel Heating & Cooling
Collinsville 618-344-0359

Davis Electric
Rushville 217-322-6677

Ernst Heating & Cooling
Hamel 618-633-2244

Fowler Heating & Cooling
Marion 618-997-5288

Jesse Heating & A/C
Decatur 217-422-1744
Champaign 217-352-8511

Looking for a better alternative
to your existing furnace?

Look no further than a GeoComfort®
geothermal system. Replacing your
fossil fuel furnace with a GeoComfort
system can reduce your monthly utility
costs by up to 70%. What's more,
geothermal systems are the cleanest,
quietest and most comfortable systems
on the market. It's never too late or
too early to consider a GeoComfort

Keck Heating & A/C
Quincy 217-223-5325

Kuchefski Heating & A/C
Danville 217-442-1454
Champaign 217-373-1454

LD Mechanical Contractors
Charleston 217-345-9633

Mark's Heating & Cooling
Greenville 618-664-2499
www.markshc.com

Neal's Heating & Cooling
Marissa 618-295-3402

Neuhaus Heating & Cooling
Litchfield 217-324-2818

Philhower Electric,

Plumbing, & Heating
Tiskilwa 815-646-4481

geothermal system for your home.

GeoComfort. Live comfortably™.

For more information,
visit your local GeoComfort dealer:

R & H Plumbing &

Heating Inc.
Altamont 618-483-6159

Rightnowar
Keenes 618-732-8268

South Side Hardware
Greenfield 217-368-2705

Steffen Heating & A/C Inc.
Effingham 217-342-2062

Stevens Heating & A/C
Quincy 217-222-5220
www.stevensquincy.com

Weeke Sales & Service
Okawville 618-243-5333
www.weekecustomcomfort.com

Whitt Sales & Service, Inc.
Farina 618-245-6404
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Befnre a WaterFurnace. .

,._ geothermal dealer makes a.

THEY MAKE A
COMMITMENT TO US.

It takes a special contractor to become a WaterFurnace geothermal
dealer. It requires an ongoing commitment to the industry’s best
training and education programs. WaterFurnace only invests in dealers who
are passionate about providing the finest in products and service, and are less
concerned with simply being the cheapest. Maybe that’s why WaterFurnace
is the most recognized and respected name in residential geothermal. Or
maybe it’s because WaterFurnace units use the clean, renewable energy
found in your backyard to provide savings up to 70% on heating, cooling
and hot water. Or is it thanks to the industry’s best warranty? Contact a
local WaterFurnace expert for more information and decide for yourself.

Bloomington
Wm. Masters, Inc.
(309) 662-8481

Brighton
Den-Son Heating & Cooling
(618) 372-8375

Canton
Spoon River Mechanical Services
(309) 647-5009

Carbondale
GL Morris
(618) 457-0190

Charleston
Jansen’s Heating & Cooling
(217) 235-5223

Chester
Schumer Bros
(573) 547-6517

Cissna Park
Boyce Heating & Cooling
(815) 457-2700

Decatur
Design Air
(800) 452-7845

Delevan
Jeckel Plumbing & Heating
(309) 244-8265

Edwardsville
Cummings Heating & Cooling
(618) 656-8953

Effingham
Jansen’s Heating & Cooling
(217) 347-5223

Energy
RSP Heating & Cooling
(618) 942-2424

Fairbury
Popejoy Plumbing, Htg & Electric
(815) 692-4471

Flora
Electro Electric, Inc.
(618) 662-4520

Gifford
Duden and Silver
(217) 568-7954

Goodfield
Hinrichsen Heating & Air
(309) 965-2604

Hamilton
Peters Heating & Air, Inc.
(217) 847-2777

Harrisburg
D&C Heating & Air
(618) 997-6577

Lawrenceville
Tracy Electric, Inc.
(618) 943-2243

Lincoln
Albert Service Heating & A/C
(217) 735-9990

Litchfield
Snell Enterprises, Inc.
(217) 324-4560

CONTACT YOUR LOCAL WATERFURNACE DEALER

Macomb
Arnold Brothers Heating & Cooling
(309) 833-2852

Marion
D&C Heating & Air
(618) 997-6577

Mount Vernon
Holloway Heating & Air, Inc.
(618) 242-5481

Oglesby
John’s Service & Sales
(815) 883-3637

Pana
Jansen’s Heating & Cooling
(217) 562-5201

Paxton
Houston Plumbing & Heating
(800) 379-2165

Peru
Service Pro’s Heating & Cooling
(815) 223-0715

Petersburg
Collins Plumbing & Heating
(217) 632-3670

Pittsfield
Peters Heating & Air, Inc.
(217) 285-1600

Pontiac
Kupferschmid
(815) 844-4109

W ater-Furnace. )

Smarter from the Ground Up™

Quincy
Peters Heating & Air, Inc.
(217) 222-1368

Red Bud
DeRousse Heating & Air, Inc.
(618) 282-2224

Salem
Booher Tin Shop
(618) 548-1295

Springfield
Collins Plumbing & Heating
(217) 793-8031

Taylorville
Jansen’s Heating & Cooling
(217) 824-4138

Thomasboro
Hoveln Heating & Cooling, Inc.
(217) 643-2125

Tilton
Blackie’s Automatic Engineering
(217) 442-1440

Virden
Snell Enterprises, Inc.
(217) 965-3911

Waterloo
DeRousse Heating & Air, Inc.
(618) 282-2224

Winchester
Little Heating & A/C, Inc.
(217) 742-3332

visit us online at waterfurnace.com | (800) GEO-SAVE
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