
Electric 
Cooperative’s 

^OTiHriNlimi»=BM«lglflMI Ml ^ 
llunrel200J9] 

Ay/kuliu/y] Jmlujir/ 

mwsmwmms 



Live 30% 
With 

181 

s #/ pH HGeoComforf 

i j • Geothermal Systems 

^ ^ Live comfortably." 

I www.geocomfort.com 

L DStUMfe MtLAfl-MfKURtUkMt HtUI. 3 

GeoComfort is 
Proud to be an 

As part of the American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act of 2009, the United State; 
federal government has approved a 30% tc 
credit for homeowners installing a qualified 
geothermal system. Unlike prior legislation, 
there is no maximum credit amount. There 
truly has never been a better time to install 
a GeoComfort geothermal heating and 
cooling system. 

Save the environment. Save on utility bills. 
Save natural resources. Save 30%. 

GeoComfort. Live comfortably. 

*Tax credit applies to Energy Star rated geothermal models. System must be purch. 
between January 1,2009 and December 31, 2016. See your local tax professional 
more information. 

ENERGY 
STAR 
PARTNEF 

For more information, 
contact your local GeoComfort dealer: 

Keck Heating & A/C 
Quincy (217) 223-5325 

Kuchefski Heating & A/C 
Danville (217) 442-1454 

L D Mechanical Contractors 
Charleston (217) 345-9633 

Mark’s Heating & Cooling 
Greenville (618) 664-2499 

Neal’s Heating & Cooling 
Marissa (618) 295-3402 

Neuhaus Heating & Cooling 
Litchfield (217) 324-2818 

Philhower Electric, 
Plumbing, & Heating 

Tiskilwa (815) 646-4481 

R & H Plumbing & Heating Inc 
Altamont (618) 483-6159 

Rightnowar HVAC 
Keenes (618) 732-8268 j 

South Side Hardware 
Greenfield (217) 368-2705 

Steffen Heating & A/C Inc. 
Effingham (217) 342-2062 

Stevens Heating & A/C 
Quincy (217) 222-5220 

Weeke Sales & Service 
Okawville (618) 243-5333 

Whitt Sales & Service, Inc. 
Farina (618) 245-6404 

Bratcher Heating & 
Air Conditioning 

Bloomington/Normal 
(309) 454-1611 

Champaign (217) 378-4328 
Paxton (217) 370-6305 

Climate Company, Inc. 
Breese (618) 526-2135 

Engel Heating & Cooling 
Collinsville (618) 344-0359 

Davis Electric 
Rushville (217) 322-6677 

Ernst Heating & Cooling 
Hamel (618) 633-2244 

Fowler Heating & Cooling 
Marion (618) 997-5288 
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Jesse Heating & A/C 
Decatur (217) 422-1744 

Champaign (217) 352-851 
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FOR THE AGRICULTURAL INDUSTRY 
Farming is not the only career option 
in the Ag industry. Find out what 
students and staff from Ag programs 
around the state are saying. 
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=1 Carbon Cap and Trade Harmful To Economy 
Energy taxes are the wrong way to address greenhouse gas concerns 

"Electricity prices could rise 
between IDI and 129 percent 
by 2D3D; natural gas prices 
cnuld rise between IDS and 
I4E percent by 2D30; and 
gasoline could rise $.71 to 
$2.53 per gallon by 2D2D/' 

■ recently had the great opportunity to climb to 
the very top of the Gob Nob Wind Turbine out¬ 

side of Farmersville. Owned by the Rural Electric 
Convenience Cooperative, this turbine is 220 feet 
tall and at full capacity can generate power for 370 
co-op members. 

I am glad to have supported programs which 
helped make this turbine possible and also sup¬ 
port tax credits for other renewable energy sources 
such as solar and hydrogen. Additionally, I have 
supported increasing the Corporate Average Fuel 
Economy (CAFE) standards to make automobiles 
more fuel-efficient. Over one-third of our carbon 
emissions come from transportation. Increasing our 
fuel efficiency and using more renewable fuels will 
help lower our carbon emissions. 

I also support removing barriers to nuclear 
energy, which has no carbon emissions. Only 
about 20 percent of the United States’ electricity 
is generated by nuclear power, while France meets 
nearly 75 percent of its needs through nuclear 
energy. 

These components are all part of an all- 
you-can-create American energy plan — which I 
strongly support. What I do NOT support is the 
proposed cap-and-trade policy being debated right 

now in Washington, D.C. 
On May 5, the House 

Republicans’ American 
Energy Solutions Group, 
of which I am a co-chair, 
held its first hearing 
in Washington, D.C. 
We heard from former 
Michigan Governor John 
Engler, now president of 
the National Association 
of Manufacturers, about 
higher energy costs and job 

losses if a cap-and-trade system is passed into law. 
During the hearing, the Heritage Foundation 

analyst told us of its estimate of three million jobs 
lost if cap-and-trade becomes law. I have seen other 
estimates of up to seven million jobs lost. The 
American Energy Solutions Group held similar 
hearings in Pennsylvania, Indiana and California 
in late May to explain how this proposal will really 
affect our nation. 

On May 6, I had breakfast in Washington D.C. 

with representatives of several Illinois electric 
cooperatives. We discussed the negative impacts 
a cap-and-trade scheme could have on them and 
most importantly their consumers. 

On May 7,1 joined fellow coal state 
Republicans in discussing the negative effects that 
cap-and-trade will bring to our districts. During 
the news conference I discussed my recent visit to 
the Prairie State Energy Campus in Washington 
County in my district. (The Southern Illinois 
Power Cooperative and Prairie Power, Inc. are two 
of the electric co-op co-owners of the power plant.) 

Prairie State employs 1,500 people during 
construction of a new coal mine and electricity 
generating power plant. Construction jobs will peak 
at 2,300, and 500 permanent jobs will be created. I 
have other potential coal mines in development and 
one power plant on the drawing board in my district. 

But if a cap-and-trade system is put into 
place, the 3,300 current mine jobs in Illinois could 
disappear, and new jobs might never happen. 
And those jobs help create other jobs in their 
communities. The Illinois Coal Association says 
that about 12,000 other jobs exist just because of 
the mine jobs in Illinois. 

Additionally, the cost to every American, 
not just coal country, is great. Estimates of similar 
legislation to that being discussed now are that 
electricity prices could rise between 101 and 129 
percent by 2030; natural gas prices could rise 
between 108 and 146 percent by 2030; and gasoline 
could rise $.71 to $2.53 per gallon by 2020. 

I firmly believe that costly carbon caps and 
energy taxes are the wrong way to address green¬ 
house gas concerns. I must stand up for jobs and 
for every family who cannot afford what an MIT 
study estimates is a cap-and-trade tax of $3,900 per 
household. 

Make sure that you let your elected member of 
Congress know how you feel. And if you live in the 
19th District, let me know - whether you agree or 
disagree with me. ■ 

Congressman John Shimkus (R, Illinois-19) 
was first elected to Congress in 1996. 
He serves on the House Energy and 
Commerce Committee. 

The opinions and views of guest commen¬ 
tators are their own and may not represent 
those of the Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives or the electric co-ops of Illinois. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 



GO UNDERGROUND. 
ClimateMaster® Geothermal 
Heating & Cooling Systems 

With a ClimateMaster Heating and Cooling System, you get a 
30% tax credit and can save more than half on your energy 
bill. ClimateMaster uses geothermal energy to tap the constant 
temperature of the Earth, keeping your home comfortable 
year-round. Plus, a new system will usually pay for itself in about 
five years and is a cleaner choice for the environment. Ready to 
go deep? You don't have to change your name, just the way you 
think about heating and cooling your home. 

30% TAX CREDIT 
CUT ENERGY BILL IN HALF • FINANCING AVAILABLE 

CLIMATEMASTER 
Geothermal Heating & Cooling Systems 

climatemaster.com 

Auburn, IL 
Lonnie L Winn Heating 

& Cooling 
217-438-1235 

Bloomington, IL 
Pro-Air 
309-452-3415 

Carbon Cliff, IL 
Swanson Mechanical 
309-373-4773 

Carbondale, IL 
Jacobs Air 

Conditioning & 
Heating, Inc. 

618-529-2989 

Champaign, IL 
Lanz Heating & 

Cooling 
217-202-6858 

Divernon, IL 
Weidner Refrigeration 
217-628-3400 

Dubuque, IA 
All Season’s Heating 

& Cooling, Inc. 
563-582-2584 

Effingham, IL 
Merz Heating & A/C 
217-342-2323 

Elburn, IL 
J R Herra, Inc. 
630-365-6266 

Griggsville, IL 
Pike County Heating & 

Cooling 
217-833-2488 

Jacksonville, IL 
Brennan Sheet Metal 
217-245-7181 

Jerseyville, IL 
Vanausdoll Heating & 

Cooling 
618-498-4349 

Marion, IL 
Ponder Service, Inc. 
618-977-8900 

Newark, IL 
Newark Mechanical 
815-695-1467 

Paxton, IL 
L & R Heating & 

Cooling, Inc. 
217-379-3191 

Pekin, IL 
Central Heating & A/C 
309-696-9080 

Sugar Grove, IL 
TRIC0 Mechanical 
630-466-3662 

Taylorville, IL 
Yard Heating & 

Cooling 
217-824-4737 

Villa Grove, IL 
R C Plumbing & 

Heating 
217-832-9744 



The American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Plan's Impact on Illinois In February Gov. Quinn launched 

www.Recovery.Illinois.gov, a tool for every 
taxpayer interested in the $787 billion federal 
stimulus package. “This site allows us to quickly 
share state-focused information about the 
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act, col¬ 
lect project ideas from the public, and direct 

people to relevant state and/or federal agencies 
and applications,” he said. 

The stimulus package is expected to create 
157,700 jobs in Illinois over the next two years, 
provide tax cuts, modernize schools, invest in 
infrastructure and double renewable energy 
generating capacity over three years. ■ 

Gov. Quinn Helps Dedicate Co-op Wind Turbine Rural Electric Con¬ 
venience Cooperative’s 

GobNob wind turbine at 
Farmersville was praised 
by Governor Pat Quinn as 
a needed source of clean, 
American-made energy, 
at a dedication ceremony 
on April 20. Gov. Quinn 
introduced representatives 
of several organizations that 
helped make the project 
possible, from funding to the 
location of the turbine itself. 

“This is the first wind 
turbine in Illinois on public 
land, and we need more 
of this,” he said of the for¬ 
mer coal mine waste pile 
that’s now owned by the 
Department of Natural 
Resources. The land, once 
known as the Crown I 
coal mine, is now part of 
Sangchris Lake State Park. 

DNR Director Marc 
Miller was one of the officials 
acknowledging the praise 
from the governor, along with 
Jonathan Feipel from the 
Department of Commerce & 
Economic Opportunity (DCEO) 
which provided a $225,000 grant 
for the project. USD A Rural 
Development added a grant for 
$375,000, and the Illinois Clean 
Energy Community Foundation 
contributed $150,000. 

The 900-Kilowatt turbine 
churned in the gusting wind as 
the Governor and other officials 
cut the ceremonial ribbon. The 

- 
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I feel Rural 
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Co-op and Illinois state officials cheer after cutting the ceremonial ribbon at 
Rural Electric Convenience Cooperative’s GobNob wind turbine dedication on 
April 20. From left are Marc Miller, Director of the Department of Natural 
Resources; Jimmy Ayers, RECC Board Chairman; David Stuva, RECC 
president/CEO; Senator Deanna Demuzio ofCarlinville: Governor Pat Quinn; 
and Representative Betsy Hannig of Litchfield. 

generator has already produced 
over 300,000 kilowatt-hours of 
electricity, according to Rural 
Electric President/CEO David 
Stuva. The turbine is expected 
to produce about 2.5 million 
kilowatt-hours annually, he said. 

“Our members have voiced 
great support for this renewable 
energy project,” said Stuva. “We 
want to do our part to promote 
the technology and show that 
wind power can work in this 
part of the state, even though 
it provides just a small part of 
our energy needs. Every bit is 
important, though, and the 
GobNob turbine will continue 

to benefit our members and the 
entire state for many years to 
come.” 

After climbing to the top 
of the 220-foot wind turbine 
a week before the dedication, 
Rep. John Shimkus met with 
members of the co-op’s board of 
directors and several employees. 
He said, “We have to talk 
about the economic benefit of 
both coal mines as well as wind 
turbines. From the jobs, to the 
tax base, to the spin offs ... 
it all will hopefully help rural 
America. I’m a diversified fuel 
guy. The more the merrier.” ■ 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 



New Well in Illinois to Test C02 Storage 
he Midwest Geological Sequestration Consortium 
(MGSC), one of seven regional partnerships created by 

the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) to advance carbon 
sequestration technologies nationwide, has begun drilling 
the injection well for its large-scale carbon dioxide (C02) 
injection test in Decatur. 

The large-scale project will capture C02 from the 
Archer Daniels Midland (ADM) Ethanol Production 
Facility in Decatur, and inject it in a deep saline formation 

more than a mile underground. 
Following injection, a comprehensive monitoring 

program will be implemented to ensure that the injected 
C02 is safely and permanently stored. The position of the 
underground C02 plume will be tracked, and deep sub¬ 
surface, groundwater, and surface monitoring around the 
injection site will he conducted. The monitoring program 
will be evaluated yearly and modified as needed. 

Source: www.netl.doe.gov ■ 

Co-op Members Ask for Affordable 
Climate Change Legislation During the National Rural Electric Cooperative Association’s (NRECA) 

annual legislative rally May 3-5 in Washington, D.C., hundreds of elec¬ 
tric co-op grassroots leaders visited with elected officials about the need for 
affordable, flexible and effective legislation to address the nation’s energy and 
climate change objectives. 

According to a recent national poll commissioned NRECA, 80 percent 
of Americans agree Congress should know the costs to consumers before 
voting on climate change legislation. In short: Americans expect their 
elected representatives will know — and will tell them — how much their 
electric bills will increase in dealing with climate change. 

“Family budgets are already strained by rising energy costs, and climate 
change legislation that does not take consumer costs into account will place 
significant burdens on households from coast to coast,” says NRECA CEO 
Glenn English. “We are seeking a common sense approach to climate change 
that minimizes costs and ensures that safe and reliable electric power remains 
affordable for everyone.” ■ 

Consumers Call for Affordability in National Poll 

Ask Congress to work with electric cooperatives to find affordable, 

#*1% sustainable climate change solutions at www.ourenergyjcbop. 

Our Energy, Our Future” 
A Oia! Xjue With America Source: National Rural Electric Cooperative Association research, April 2009 

Americans are sensitive to the impact new policies will have on their electric bills as 
Congress considers climate change legislation. The majority of consumers believe 
elected officials should keep affordability in mind when forming these new laws. 

Agree their 

elected officals 

should know the 

costs to consumers 

before passing climate 

change legislation. 

Are concerned 

a cap and trade 

auction would put 

the price of electricity 

in the hands of 

Wall Street speculators. 

Why Not Bury All 
Electric Lines? It seems that after every major 
storm (ice and hurricanes in 

particular), we see interest in con¬ 
verting overhead electric systems 
to underground. The pros and cons 
(and cost) have been studied in 
many different states after major 
storm disasters. Here are a number 
of points that have been made in 
these studies: 
• Cost of putting distribution lines 

underground would be between 
$0.5 million and $5.4 million 
per mile. Average underground 
cost is about $ 1 million per mile. 
Average overhead construction is 
about $120,000. 

• Cost of putting transmission 
lines underground would be 
about $10 million per mile. 

• Virtually all jurisdictions 
conclude that conversion is 
prohibitively expensive. 

• The primary driver for under¬ 
ground lines is aesthetics, not 
reliability. 

• Repair time for underground 
lines is about 60 percent longer 
than for overhead. 

• Underground systems are still 
vulnerable to lightning. 

• Underground lines are more 
susceptible to rodents, corrosion, 
tree roots and accidental digging. 

• System longevity for overhead 
is 50 years but only 30 for 
underground. 

• Maintenance costs are about the 
same. ■ 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • June 2009 



Praire Power, Inc. Welcomes New President/CEO Prairie Power, Inc., (PPI) a generation and transmission cooperative located in 
Jacksonville announced in April that Jay C. Bartlett accepted the position of President 

and CEO of Prairie Power, Inc. effective June 1, 2009. Bartlett replaces Bob Harbour who 
retired at the end of May. 

Bartlett has been with Springfield-based City, Water, Light & Power (CWLP) since 

1984. He started in an entry-level position in the power plant at CWLP and moved up to 
senior level engineering classification. He was the first non-operator to obtain the position 
of plant shift supervisor at CWLP. He became Manager of Power Generation Engineering 
in 1994 and was promoted to Chief Utilities Engineer in June 1999. He became the 
utility’s Assistant General Manager/Chief Utilities Engineer in fall 2008. 

“We are very excited and pleased to welcome Jay to Prairie Power,” says PPI 
Chairman of the Board Wm. David Champion, Jr. “The board also wishes to extend its 
sincere gratitude and appreciation to Bob Harbour. Bob has done an outstanding job for 
PPI over his 18 years of service with the cooperative serving as Assistant Manager for 
Power Supply, Engineering & Operations, Vice President Engineering and Operations, 
Senior Vice President Engineering and Operations and President/CEO of PPI.” ■ 

Illinois Electric Co-ops Provide 
ach year the cost of a college education continues to 
increase. In at least a small way, through the Illinois 

Electric Cooperative’s Memorial Scholarship, the co-op 
directors and employees have helped seven deserving 
students with $1,250 scholarships. 

Candidates are judged on the basis of grade point average, 
college entrance exam scores, work and volunteer experience, 
school and civic activities, and a short essay that demonstrates 
their knowledge of electric cooperatives. More information, 
applications and guidelines can be obtained from high school 
guidance counselors, or by contacting your local electric 

Seven Scholarships 
cooperative. This year there were 262 applications. 

The 2009 IEC Memorial Scholarship winners are: 
Matthew Schonert of Olney, Jared Eggerman of Carlyle, 
Caroline Bremer of Metropolis, and Daniel Bierman of 
Carmi. In the “son or daughter of an electric cooperative 
employee or director” category, the winner of the “Earl W. 
Struck Memorial Scholarship” is Rachel Brooks of Waterloo. 
Rachel is the daughter of Menard Electric Director Jerry 
Brooks. The two winners of the scholarships reserved for use 
at an Illinois Community College are: Kaylee McCollum of 
Flora and Matthew Altfillisch of Elizabeth. 

ERA Says Greenhouse Gases Pose 
a Threat to Public Health and Welfare The U.S. Environmental Protection 

Agency (EPA) issued a proposed 
finding in April, concluding that 
greenhouse gases contribute to air 
pollution that may endanger public 
health or welfare. The finding opens 
greenhouse gas emissions to regulation 
under the Clean Air Act, although 
the Obama Administration has 
indicated a preference for comprehen¬ 
sive legislation to address climate 
change and to create the framework 
for a clean energy economy. 

The proposed finding identified 
six major greenhouse gases: carbon 
dioxide, methane, nitrous oxide, 
hydrofluorocarbons, perfluorocarbons, 
and sulfur hexafluoride. Carbon 

dioxide is the dominant greenhouse 
gas emitted in the United States, 
and it is primarily emitted through 
the combustion of fossil fuels. Efforts 
to regulate emissions of carbon 
dioxide will largely involve reducing 
the emissions from fossil fuel use, 
either by minimizing energy use 
through energy efficiency; switching 
to cleaner energy sources, such as 
renewable energy; or capturing and 
sequestering the carbon dioxide 
emissions. 

The EPA’s “endangerment 
finding” focuses on the impact 
of climate change rather than 
on specific regulatory proposals. 
Although the endangerment finding 

does not include any proposed 
regulations, it does specifically call 
out automobiles as a source of green¬ 
house gases. The proposed endanger¬ 
ment finding is in response to a ruling 
by the U.S. Supreme Court. ■ 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 



■ 

Memorial Day signals the end of winter and the beginning of summer. Keep electric safety in mind as you 
prepare your pool for all the joys of summer, so you’ll be around to enjoy a retreshing dip in the pool. 

■ Check above the pool area for power lines before you begin cleaning, and keep the long metal pole of your 
pool broom or vacuum as low as possible away from power lines. 

■ Keep electric appliances away from pool or hot tub area. 

■ Don’t unplug pool biters with wet hands. 

For more information about pool electric safety contact your local Touchstone Energy cooperative. 

Association of Illinois 
Electric Cooperatives 

Your Touchstone Energy® Partner 
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hile there may be some gen¬ 
erations who say a college 
education isn’t necessary to 

run a farm, it’s more likely that today’s 
generation sees the value and the need. 

Mike Sauber of Virgil, 111., grew 
up on the family farm. “I come from 
a family farm in Northern Illinois. 
We operate a custom hog feeding 
operation that has around 8,000 head 
capacity. We also have a small feedlot 
operation that has approximately 600 
head capacity,” Sauber said. “The 
other portion of our farm consists of 
raising corn, soybeans and wheat on 
roughly 4,000 acres.” 

The family farm has been Sauber’s 
focus and continued to be his focus 
where his education was concerned. “I 
chose Agricultural Business at Illinois 
State University because it offered me 

the opportunity to study all aspects 
within the ag department. This was 
important to me because I did not at¬ 
tend school with the intent of finding 
a job outside of my family’s farm,” he 
said. “My family has a diverse farming 
operation. Because of this, it became 
necessary for me to gain knowledge in 
multiple aspects of agriculture.” 

This new ISU graduate is tak¬ 
ing over the livestock portion of the 
Sauber Farm after graduation. He 
said that eventually he will be incor¬ 
porated into the crop portion of the 
business, prior to his father retiring. 

Of those, many offer a variety of 
ag-related programs. Four of the ma¬ 
jor agricultural universities include: 
University of Illinois at Urbana- 
Champaign; Illinois State Univer¬ 
sity, Bloomington; Western Illinois 

ne of the reasons students are at¬ 
tracted to ag-related studies is the 

market for ag-related jobs. The U.S. De¬ 
partment of Agriculture reports that more 
than 48,000 jobs are available each 
year in agriculture and more than 300 
agricultural careers are available glob¬ 
ally. Students today become a part of the 
ag industry for a number of reasons, and 
students with agricultural-industry-related 
degrees are finding jobs. For a listing of 

ag-related careers see www.icl.coop. 

University, Macomb and Southern 
Illinois University at Carbondale. 
Ag studies run a wide gamut of con¬ 
centrations that continue to draw 
students, and the students come from 
varied geographic regions and back¬ 
grounds in and around the state. 

Samantha Gasca, a senior at ISU, is pictured above working in the swine facility at the Illinois State Farm, Lexington, III. She is 
the secretary of ISU NAMA and is majoring in food industry management. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 



“Or, as often happens, they do 
such a fine job and have a good rela- 
tionship where they intern that they 
get a job offer.” 

Jennifer M. Neef, ACES Career 
Services Coordinator at the Univer¬ 
sity of Illinois concurs. “Our students 
and alumni know the crucial fact 
about the College of ACES: That this 
is where science and the real world 
intersect to produce practical solu¬ 
tions to some of the world’s biggest 
challenges, whether that be increas¬ 
ing the safety of our food or pioneer¬ 
ing research in bioenergy. 

“Our faculty are simultaneously ed¬ 
ucators and scientists, and the research 
that’s conducted here influences both 
what’s taught in the classroom and the 
quality of life around the globe.” 

Neef says the largest percentage 
of majors at the U of I is in Agri¬ 
cultural and Consumer Economics 
(ACE), followed by Animal Sciences. 
ACE is a business-focused curricu¬ 
lum that is tied to agribusiness and 
the consumer. It appeals to students 
who have aspirations to work in the 
food and agribusiness sector as well as 

Universities Share 
Perspectives on Trends 
in Ag Education 

Dr. Bill Bailey, Western Illinois 
University’s Department of Agricul¬ 
ture Chair said, “One-third of today’s 
freshman come to campus with an 
undeclared major. Our department 
reaches out to those students to let 
them know what we offer. It really 
isn’t just plows, sows and cows, as 
some might think in reference to 
agriculture. If a student is concerned 
about our environment, or global 
hunger, for example, ag studies could 
be a good fit with their goals.” 

Agronomy and Animal Science 
are among the offerings at WIU. 
While the school doesn’t have a 
graduate program, Bailey said they do 
encourage students to pursue further 
education. “The ag industry needs 
quality minds, well-educated people 
to continue research and teach at the 
university level. Particularly, students 
who are familiar with farming are 
needed. You see crop scientists who 
know the science really well, but 
don’t know the application. Our stu¬ 
dents understand the application.” 

The world continues to change. 
And the environment is one of the 
ongoing issues consumers and busi¬ 
nesses think and talk about. 

“Ethanol is a big deal, as is wind 
energy ... bioenergy 
issues. Sustainable agri¬ 
culture continues to be 
an emerging area,” Bai¬ 
ley continued. “West¬ 
ern programs draw 80 
percent traditional 
students and 20 percent 
urban. Our urban forest¬ 
ry classes are designed 
to teach kids from non¬ 
farm backgrounds.” 

It is the practice to teach students, 
not simply in the classroom, but by 
having the students go out and apply 
what they have learned. Some students 
have not been exposed to farming or 
any type of hands-on agricultural ac¬ 
tivities. The real life application is an 
essential part of the learning process. 

How important is a college education 
to someone who wants to pursue 

a career in the agriculture industry in Il¬ 
linois? By the number of institutions with 
ag-related programs cited by the Illinois 
Board of Higher Education (IBHE), it is a 
high priority. The IBHE Web site reports 
that Illinois citizens may take advantage 
of educational opportunities at nine 
public universities on 12 campuses, 48 
community colleges, 97 independent 
not-for-profit colleges and universities, 
35 independent for-profit institutions and 
22 out-of-state institutions. 

Bailey says, “We also have 30 to 
35 students out on internships during 
the summer at various places around 
the country. They are voluntary. Stu¬ 
dents get credit and it’s a perfect op¬ 
portunity for them to try things out, 
to see if they do like a particular job. 
A couple of different situations hap¬ 
pen. There are times that the intern¬ 
ship is what allows them to determine 
if a job or career path in a specific 
field is what they had anticipated. 
Sometimes it’s not. 

"If a student is concerned 
about our environment, or 

global hunger, for example, 
ag studies could be a good 

fit with their goals.' 

- Dr. Bill Bailey, 
Western Illinois University 
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career opportunities are diminishing. 
Certainly, production agriculture is 
important, but the very fact that this 
college (U of I) also includes depart¬ 
ments specializing in technology, 
economics, food, plants, animals and 
human development indicates how 
very broad our scientific range is.” 

“Believe it or not, at a time 
when our economy has been in a 
down-turn, our enrollment has been 
steadily climbing. Our enrollment 
was up 7 percent in fall 2007, and up 
another 6.8 percent in fall 2008,” said 
Dr. Gary L. Minish, Dean, College 
of Agricultural Sciences at South¬ 

ern Illinois 
University- 
Carbondale. 
“We attribute 
this increase to 
the strength of 
the agricultural 
industry and its 
important role 
in the U.S. 

"The U.S. Department of 
Agriculture reports that 
more than 48,000 jobs 

are available each year in 
agriculture and more than 
300 agricultural careers 
are available globally." 

economy. 
Whitaker 

added, “Students graduating in the 
agribusiness sequence (ISU) with the 
combination of business, science and 
applied agriculture courses are sought 
after and valuable employees in the ag¬ 
ricultural industry.” 

In 2009, U.S. News and World Report ranked the Department of Agricultural and Biological 
Engineering at the University of Illinois as tops in the nation for the third consecutive year. 
Within the department, students can choose among specializations such as bioenvironmental 
engineering, food and bioprocess engineering, and biological engineering. 

those who want to work in personal 
finance, consumer economics, bank¬ 
ing, marketing, management and 
other business-related fields. Animal 
Sciences attracts students who want 
to pursue veterinary school and other 
careers related to animal agriculture, 
companion animals and life sciences. 

Illinois State University’s Dr. 
Rick Whitaker currently teaches 
agricultural marketing courses. In 
addition to that role he serves as the 
Placement Coordinator and is the 
Faculty Advisor to ISU NAMA (Na¬ 
tional Agri-Marketing Association). 

“Most of our students come from 
the northern two-thirds of Illinois. 

We do have a small number of out- 
of-state majors and some from the 
Chicago Metropolitan area.” The 
majority of ISU students, however, do 
come from rural backgrounds, he says. 

Today’s students have to keep up 
with the changes. “Rapid technological 
innovation and commercial agriculture 
will continue to take advantage of 
economies of scale (larger and fewer en¬ 
terprises),” says Whitaker. “Expansion 
of agriculture as an energy producer as 
well as food and fiber (renewable en¬ 
ergy sources) also continues.” 

According to Neef, “It’s no lon¬ 
ger accurate to equate agriculture 
only with ‘the farm’ and assume that 

On the Cover 
Greg Kessler, Hoyleton, IL (left) and 
Rodney Woody, Mulberry Grove, IL 
(right) conduct research on wheat 
varieties at University Farms for the 
College of Agricultural Sciences, 
Southern Illinois University Carbondale. 
At the time of the photograph, the two 
were undergraduate students in the 
College of Agricultural Sciences. 
For additional information about 
the programs offered at the SIUC 
College of Agricultural Sciences, 
please call (618) 453-2469, or visit 
their website at www.coas.siu.edu. 
Photo by Stephen Buhman. 

University Farms - Visit www.icl.coop for 
detailed information regarding the University 
Farms that are used for field training at ISU, 
WIU, U of I and SIU-C. 



Students' Perspectives - Why Agriculture-Related Studies? 
The family farm is often what 

sparks the interest of a student to 
earn an agricultural-based degree. 

• Ashley Settles of Murrayville, 
111., comes from a family farm back¬ 
ground. A junior at Western Illinios 
University in Macomb, she is now 
majoring in Agricultural Business. 
Suttles began her college experience 
as an Education major and changed 
her focus a year and a half later, to 
agriculture studies. “That (education) 
was not exactly where I could see my¬ 
self personally in 10 years ... agricul¬ 
ture was something that was always in 
the back of my mind,” she says. 

Her vision of her own future kept 
coming back to her roots. “Growing 
up on a family farm, agriculture had 
been and still is a large part of my life. 
My Dad farms around 800 acres of 
both com and soybeans. Along with 
that my family raises purebred Charo- 
lais and has a substantial amount of 
commercial cattle.” She participated 
in 4H programs and has an older 
brother who graduated from WIU 
with a degree in Agricultural Business. 

It was by watching him grow into 
a successful individual that she real¬ 
ized she had the same passions as he. 
“That’s when I made the transition 
into ag, and I haven’t looked back 
since.” She will intern this summer 
in Curran at Archer Daniels Midland 
(ADM). “I’ll be working within the 
grain operations, more in depth with 
the health and safety.” 

One of the challenges the ag in¬ 
dustry faces, from Suttle’s perspective, 
is the stereotype that often comes along 
with it. A lot of people use the term 
“cows, plows and sows,” she said. While 
that aspect is important, there is more 
to the industry. “We need to work to 
improve and help educate others and 
advocate what agriculture truly means, 
and how it is an actual way of life.” 

• Bryan Schullian, an Agricultural 
Education major at WIU agreed. “We 
have to advocate what agriculture 
is about, and we have to start with 
children. It’s time to teach that next 

generation to have a passion for 
the industry. Don’t be OK with the 
status quo,” he said. “We now have 
GPS systems, computers in the trac¬ 
tors. And you have to be licensed for 
pesticides. We have to let the kids 
know how they can be a part of this 
growing industry. Teach them where 
their clothes and food come from.” 
Schullian’s passion for the industry 
was instilled at an early age. His fam¬ 
ily has a grain and cattle farm in the 
Quincy area. 

• Ashley Kabureck hails from 
Geneva, 111., and is a recent ISU 
graduate. Her major was Agriculture 
Industry Management with a concen¬ 
tration in Animal Science. Initially, 
she wanted to be a veterinarian. 

“I chose this major because I 
wanted to get a degree in the busi¬ 
ness side of agriculture while learning 
about the animal science portion as 
well,” said Kabureck. “With this ma¬ 
jor, I have the best of both worlds.” 
Her long-range plans are to pursue 
a master’s degree in Animal Science 

or Agribusiness and to work with an 
animal health company selling ani¬ 
mal pharmaceuticals. Currently, she 
is working with Advance Trading, 
a commodity brokerage firm in 
Bloomington. 

• Aaron Reigler's family started 
operating a farm in the McClean, III, 
area about 10 years ago. He elected 
to go to ISU, he says, “to obtain 
knowledge that will help my family’s 
farm succeed.” His major was in Ag 
Industry Management: Agronomy, 
which allowed him to take courses in 
different fields of interest, including: 
marketing, accounting, agronomy and 
animal science. “I want to work on the 
family farm with my dad and broth¬ 
ers.” However, he does have an intern¬ 
ship set up for the summer with NAU 
Crop Insurance, in Ramsey, Minn., 
that he hopes can turn into more per¬ 
manent employment. “Ultimately, my 
goal is to be able to farm without the 
need of a second income.” 

See additional student perspectives at 
ivivw.icl.coop. 

Where are ag grads working? 
• 1 st Farm Credit • Chicago Board of Trade • Loyola University 

Services of Illinois • Country Financial Medical Center 
• A.G. Edwards & Sons • Dept, of Homeland Security • Merck & Co 
• ABN Amro Bank • Dow AgroSciences/ • Mervyn's 
• Advance Trading, Inc. Mycogen Seeds • Monsanto 
• AFLAC • Family Farms • National Council for 
• AGCO Corporation • Farm Progress Companies Science and the 
• AgReliant Genetics • Ford Motor Company Environment 
• American Jersey Cattle • Four Seasons Hotel Chicago • Nestle Purina PetCare 

Association • Frito Lay • Northwestern Mutual 
• Archer Daniels Midland • GROWMARK/ FS Financial Network 
• Boeing Cooperatives • NOVA 
• Bonaventure Medical • Hormel Foods • NutraSweet 

Foundation • Illinois Dept, of • Pioneer Hi-Bred Inti. Inc. 
• Brandt Consolidated Natural Resources • Pocono Wildlife 
• Burris Seed Farms • Illinois Farm Bureau Rehabilitation 
• Cargill Animal Nutrition • Illinois Lt. Governor's Office • State Farm Insurance 
• Cargill Meat Solutions • John Deere • Syngenta 
• Carle Clinic and Flospital • JP Morgan Chase • Washington DC Teaching 
• Carlson Environmental, Inc. • Komatsu American Fellows Program 
• Caroline Rose Corporation • Wyffels Hybrids 
• Case New Ffolland 
• Caterpillar, Inc. 

• Kraft Foods Inc. • Wyndham Garden Hotel 
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How to Improve Fire Fighting in Rural Arens 
A dry hydrant gives your area a fire fighting chance 

"A dry hydrant water 
source can be a benefit 

to everyone living in 
the area, including the 
potential for lowering 
insurance premiums." 

I 

Growing up on a farm, I remember seeing or 
hearing about fires in the area. Many times the 

devastation was made worse from the lack of a 
nearby water supply. For example, fighting a house 
or bam fire may require anywhere from 10,000 to 
25,000 gallons of water for full suppression. This 
usually means pumper trucks have to make several 
trips to a hydrant. However, having an accessible 
source of water in rural areas may be as close as a 
pond. 

A pond can be turned into a water source 
through the use of a dry hydrant. These systems are 
non-pressurized pipes that are installed next to a 
body of water that can supply the water needed for 
fire suppression. A dry hydrant water source can be 
a benefit to everyone living in the area, including 
the potential for lowering insurance premiums. 

Before installing a dry hydrant, there are 
several things to consider. Start by calculating how 
much water is actually available for pumping. To 
make this calculation for a pond, determine the 
surface square footage, and multiply this amount 
by the average depth. To determine square footage 
for a rectangular pond, take the length times the 
width. For circular ponds, multiply 3.14 by the 
radius. To figure an average depth, it may be neces¬ 
sary to take several depth readings across the pond. 
When the square footage and average depth are 
multiplied, this gives you the amount of water in 

cubic feet. Then, multiply that num¬ 
ber by 7.5 to determine the gallons. 
The amount of water available for 
pumping will be a little less than this 

amount since not all of the water can be pumped 
out. In the winter, ice will decrease the amount of 
available water as well. 

Another consideration is ease of access. The 
hydrant needs to be well marked and next to an all- 
weather road, which would allow pumper trucks to 
hook up to it. The hose connection must be 2 feet 
above the ground. The intake needs to be 2 feet 
above the bottom of the pond and 2 feet below the 
anticipated low water level. There is a limit to the 
height water can be pumped. The total vertical 
height of pipe from intake to outlet cannot exceed 
18 feet, with shorter heights preferred. Long, 
horizontal lengths must also be considered. For 
example, a 500-gallon per minute pump will only 
be able to lift water 13 feet if the horizontal length 
of pipe is 200 feet. 

Most dry hydrants are made from 6-inch or 
larger schedule 40 PVC pipe. Additional com¬ 
ponents include a hose connection compatible 
with local fire trucks, two 90-degree or 45-degree 
elbows, and a strainer cap. Costs for installation 
can vary from about $700 to $1,500, depending on 
your location and amount of materials needed. 

Once installed, dry hydrants must be properly 
maintained. Make sure brush and trees do not 
interfere with access. In addition, silt or plants 
should be kept from clogging the intake screen. 
Regular inspections and back flushing can be used 
as a training opportunity for new fire protection 
personnel. 

Visit with your local fire protection district 
to discuss how a dry hydrant would fit into their 
tactics. For technical assistance on site suitability, 
survey, design and installation, contact your local 
Natural Resources Conservation Service or local 
Soil and Water Conservation District office. Some 
Resource Conservation and Development offices in 
Illinois can assist with this as well. 

Also, visit with your insurance provider to 
see if discounts are offered when a dry hydrant is 
available. ■ 

Duane Friend is the Natural Resources 
Management Educator for the University 
of Illinois Extension. E-mail friend© 
illinois.edu or phone 217-243-7424. 

* '“4 *'■ 
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Thoughts of on Opinionated Gardener 
As long as something is green and growing, that’s OK by me 

mm 

My goal is to have fewer 
weeds than my neighbors. 

That's all. 

June 8-13 is National Garden Week, a time to 
celebrate all our individual gardening efforts, 

hopefully on the positive side. The key word there 
is “individual.” 

Gardeners can be a pretty fickle bunch, as well 
as an opinionated group. 

For example, I have a pas¬ 
sion for ceramic pots, particularly 
those thick and glazed blue, 
though I have a couple bright 
chartreuse and a couple brick red 
ones. I detest plastic pots, though 
I realize they are easier to move 
and quite a bit cheaper than the 
blue ones that I buy. But my gar¬ 
den colors are blue. 

Thick pots, while more costly, last longer than 
the paper-thin types. Santa gave me a dolly to 
transport them to my garage for the winter. I don’t 
look where the pots are made because I know they 
probably aren’t manufactured in the United States. 

1 also prefer brick or stone edging to plastic or 
metal types. I even prefer an edging spade to plastic 
or metal edging. That’s my choice. 

You can have all the pink flowers in the world. 
It’s not that I hate pink. It looks good in many 
gardens and on many people. Nothing combines 
better with purple to create a soft and visually cool 
garden in the summer - just not in my garden. It 

just isn’t my color, and it 
definitely doesn’t look good 
with blue pots. I appreciate 
the color, but that’s the 
extent. 

OK, in the sake of total 

HHHHHHHHI honesty, I have some pink 
Lycoris or surprise lilies. In 

my defense, they were given to me on a July 4th 
about 18 years ago when the temperature was over 
100 degrees. 

I thought they were daffodils or I wouldn’t 
have taken them. They came from a close friend’s 
estate. When they popped out in August, I said 
a few choice words. However, they were planted 
where I never see them on my front hill. They 
aren’t visible from the house, and I use the alley 
for access to the garage instead of the driveway. If 
someone picked them, I wouldn’t mind. 

I also have some extremely pale pink, almost 

■ 

white, peonies from the same source. They are right 
next to some deep red ones, which only highlight 
the rose-tinge. Sentimentality can override all 
other aspects of gardening. Sigh. 

Mulch has to be organic, and preferably com¬ 
posted and unobtrusive. The latter means that it 

doesn’t look like mulch, which 
means big chips or bark pieces are 
out. The mulch of choice is cocoa 
bean hulls, which are perfectly 
acceptable in my yard since I 
don’t have any dogs. 

Now, some like white rock. 
That’s okay if you’re fine calling 
attention to the white rock. The 

human eye goes to white no matter what. White 
looks as natural in Illinois landscapes as pink 
flamingoes, but if you’re happy with that, that’s 
swell; to each his own. 

I have weeds. There, I said it. I own up to 
that fact. My front yard is far from perfect. (I have 
no grass in the back yard; it’s all plants, pots and 
patio.) 

My front lawn is more of a green patch 
of plants than turf grass. The words used are 
“environmentally diverse” since no one can argue 
with either of the words. If someone presses, I just 
say I’m doing biological research into weed control, 
and under my breath I say that I’m not winning. 

My goal is to have fewer weeds than my 
neighbors. That’s all. It’s not creating a weed- 
free yard, as that’s next to impossible. There are 
few weeds in the flowerbeds, especially the ones 
mulched. But if you look long and hard, you’ll find 
some. I just ask you to pull them. 

All this means is that gardening is personal. 
We can provide you with all the information to 
have a picture-perfect yard. We can give you all the 
recommendations and you can then say “Ah, that’s 
too much work. As long as something is green and 
growing, that’s OK by me.” 

And that’s OK by me as well. ■ 

David Robson is an Extension Educator, 
Horticulture, at the Springfield Extension 4-4 fi Center, University of Illinois Extension, 
P.0. Box 8199, Springfield, IL 62791. i||p 
Telephone: 217-782-6515. llfl .... M jp 
E-mail: drobson@uiuc.edu. 
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A Cool Idea for Better Lighting 
CFLs save energy and even run 75 percent cooler 

"A CFL bulb will save you about 
S3D over its lifetime and pay 

for itself in about six months." 

A few months ago my wife and I had the 
opportunity to visit six European countries. I 

quickly noticed that almost every light bulb there 
was more energy efficient than most 
regular incandescent bulbs in America. 
I remember looking at her and saying, 
“Honey, they are a lot farther ahead on 
energy-saving light bulbs than we are.” 

Well, 10 months later, 1 am happy 
to say that we in America are rapidly 
adapting to the use of compact fluores¬ 
cent lights (CFLs). CFLS are getting 
more dependable and there are more 
classes of the light spectrum being offered 
(soft white, bright white, etc.). Some are 
now made for use with a dimmer switch and there 
are far more sizes and designs than in the past. In 
fact, I believe that I could totally light any new or 
existing house with CFLs. That reduces the cooling 
load on your air conditioner. They even make yel¬ 
low bug light CFLs now. OK, there is one exception 
— I don’t think you’ll find CFL appliance lights for 
a refrigerator or oven. 

An ENERGY STAR qualified CFL will save 
you about $30 over its lifetime and pay for itself 
in about six months. That’s a hard investment to 
beat. It uses 75 percent less energy and lasts about 
10 times longer than an incandescent bulb. And 
this time of year CFLs have another advantage 

— they’re cool. CFLs emit 
about 75 percent less heat 
than traditional bulbs. 
About 90 percent of the 
energy emitted by incandes¬ 
cent bulbs is heat, compared 
with the 30 percent released 
by CFLs. 

Another advantage is 

they last longer. I’d start installing them in areas 
of high use and then in fixtures where it’s hard to 
change the bulb. 

As interest in CFLs grows, I find myself getting 
a lot of questions at my seminars, in letters and 
on the phone about the proper way to dispose of a 
CFL. 

At first 1 didn’t know why folks were asking 
that question. Then I learned it had been men¬ 
tioned on television that CFLs contained mercury. 
Well, we learned from our mother and teachers in 

school to never touch mercury and certainly never 
to put it near our mouth, except when our tem- 
nerature was taken with a thermometer that has 

mercury in it. 
Because of your question con¬ 

cerning this matter, I went out and did 
some research. Here, to the best of my 
ability, is the answer. First, man does not 
make mercury (unless you are talking 
about the automobile). God made 
mercury as one element of the earth, as 
evidenced by the element chart on the 
wall of a chemistry class. Minute traces 
of mercury can be found in many places 
and many soil types. You may actually 

come into contact with some mercury while you 
are working in your garden. It appears that contact 
with minute amounts of mercury poses no health 
threat whatsoever. 

OK, mercury is in a CFL anyway? Well, take 
your ballpoint pen and make a dot, one about the 
size of the period at the end of this sentence. That 
is about how much mercury is in a regular CFL. It’s 
miniscule, folks. 

There are a few locations that recycle CFLs 
and if you are near one, by all means recycle them. 
For example some co-ops accept CFLs and so do 
Home Depot stores. However, if you are not near 
such a center I see no reason why you can’t dispose 
of an unbroken CFL in the trash as long as you 
seal it in a quality trash bag. Unbroken CFLs can’t 
release in the miniscule amount of mercury. 

So, I hope this column will put your mind 
at ease about CFLs. In these days of rising energy 
costs, CFLs are a cost effective way to save energy. 
So, if you haven’t already, go out and replace those 
old incandescent bulbs with CFLs today and start 
saving on your electric bill. 

For additional information on CFLs and 
recycling, visit http://www.serviceconcepts. 
coop/?p=26, or www.energystar.gov. ■ 

Doug Rye, the “Doctor of Energy 
Efficiency-the King of Caulk and Talk” can 
be heard on several different Illinois radio iji 
stations. Or you can go to his Web site m M ^ H 
at www.dougrye.com, e-mail him at M s, 
info@philliprye.com, or call 501-653- P ^Z'M 
7931. You can also sign up for a free 
newsletter and order his “how to” ■L 

videotapes. ■L £ 
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SINGER 
HEAVY DUTY SEW & SERGE SEWING MACHINES 

ONE DAY ONLY AT EACH LOCATION 

#v\#' 
*1^ 

These are brand new 2009 Singer sewing machines. 
THEY MUST BE SOLD NOW! 

These special heavy-duty machines have a metal hook (NOT PLASTIC) and are 
built for years of extended service. All machines are new in factory sealed cartons. 

25 YEAR LIMITED WARRANTY INCLUDED 
WHAT IS A SEW & SERGE SEWING MACHINE? 

1. IT IS A SOPHISTICATED SEWING MACHINE... 
That does Buttonholes (any size), Invisible Blind Hems, Monograms, Ribbing, Double Seams, 

Zippers, Sews on Buttons, Darning, Applique, Zig Zag, Basting and Quilting. 

2. IT HAS A PROFESSIONAL SERGING STITCH... 
With the purchase of an optional side cutter, you can trim the excess material as you sew. 

That allows you to sew the seam and serge the edge of the material in one operation. 

3. THEY ARE DESIGNED TO SEW ALL FABRICS... 
Such as Denim, Canvas, Upholstery, Nylon, Stretch Materials, Silk, Percale, Organdy, AND... 

THEY EVEN SEW LEATHER! 
WOW YOU CAN HAVE IT ALL IN ONE MACHINE! 

YOUR PRICE WITH THIS AD 

$ 99 "Base Model 

For your convenience we accept cash, VISA, MasterCard, Discover, American Express and Layaway 

[QRSCHELrdlM 
Answers & Low Prices Down Every Aisles 

Friday, June 19 
10am-5pm 

1451 North State Rd. 
Flora, It 62839 
(618) 662-2974 

Demonstrators provided by America’s Sewing Machine Co. Toll Free 1 (877) 460-7026. 
SINGER® is a registered trademark of the Singer Company Limited. 

Wednesday, June 17 Thursday, June 18 Saturday, June 20 

PaniMa 10am-5pm 
840 North US 41 

Rockville, IN 47872 

10am-5pm 
1520 W. 9th Street 

Mt. Carmel, IL 61856 

10am-5pm 
1225 S. Hamilton St. 
Sullivan, IL 61951 

(765) 569-6220 (618) 262-2475 (217) 728-2805 

Sunday, June 21 Monday, June 22 Tuesday, June 23 Thursday, June 25 
1pm-5pm 10am-5pm 10am-5pm 10am-5pm 

700 Progress Blvd. 1020 W. Chestnut St. 1001 E. Laurel Ave. 251 S. 4th Street 
Tuscola, IL 61953 Hoopeston, IL 60942 Havana, IL 62644 Savanna, IL 61074 

(217) 253-9237 (217) 283-5518 (309) 543-3545 (815) 273-3556 



Renewing Innovation 
Electric co-ops lead the way in harnessing renewable resources 

Solar panels and wind turbines capture the public’s 
imagination when it comes to meeting future electricity 

needs. However, perception of these technologies does not 
come close to matching their actual contribution to our 
nation’s energy mix. 

When asked by Bisconti Research, Inc. where most 
electricity will come from in 15 years, 72 percent of 
Americans believe solar will reign as the top source, fol¬ 
lowed by wind. But projections from the U.S. Energy 
Information Administration 
(EIA) paint a very different 
picture. Under the most 
likely scenario, wind will 
generate just 2.4 percent 
of our country’s energy by 
2030 and solar a fractional 
0.2 percent. 

That means we will 
need coal, natural gas and 
nuclear power to continue 
“keeping the lights on.” But 
renewable sources will grow 
in size, and could take a big 
leap forward if Congress, 
as expected, follows the 
lead of 28 states and the 
District of Columbia and 
sets green power man¬ 
dates for electric utilities. 
These would require utilities to add specific amounts of 
renewable energy generation to their systems within a 
given timeframe. Since renewable energy technology is 
more expensive than other sources of generation, such 
government mandates will directly increase consumers’ 
electric bills. Electric cooperatives are working closely 
with Congress and other groups in an effort to keep power 
costs as affordable as possible, despite possible mandates. 

When it comes to generating electricity from 
renewable sources like hydro, wind, biomass, geothermal, 
solar and hydrokinetic (tidal and ocean wave), electric 
cooperatives are leading the way, while keeping power 
affordable for members. In fact, co-ops today receive 
11 percent of their power requirements from renewables 
compared to 9 percent for electric utilities as a whole. 

A farmer in northeastern Kentucky processes bales of switch' 

grass in a tub grinder before they’re fed into a conveyer and 

later burned at a power plant owned by East Kentucky Power 

Cooperative in Winchester, Ky. 

Power From Plants 
Biomass power plants use biological material to 

produce electricity. This means anything from poultry 
litter and cow manure to landfill gas can generate power. 
According to EIA, 11 percent of all renewable energy 

produced in the U.S. last year came from biomass; within 
22 years, that figure will grow to 32 percent, second only 
to hydropower. 

Jo-Carroll Energy in Elizabeth is planning an 
80-megawatt, biomass-fueled, renewable energy center 
in northwest Illinois. When completed it will be the first 
of its kind in Illinois. The plant will be fueled by various 
types of renewable biomass such as clean waste wood, com 
stover and switchgrass. 

Dairyland Power 
Co-op in Wisconsin, the 
generation and transmis¬ 
sion (G&T) cooperative 
serving Jo-Carroll Energy, 
has been an early leader 
in developing dairy farm 
based methane digesters. 
And Wabash Valley Power 
Association, serving three 
Illinois distribution co-ops, 
is a Midwest leader in 
developing landfill gas 
generation facilities. 
Wabash Valley Power 
also announced that it 
will purchase power from 
four wind turbines owned 
by AgriWind EEC near 
Bloomington. The Illinois 

wind power will be added to the mix of renewable energy 
serving homeowners in a four-state. 

East Kentucky Power Cooperative, a G&T serving 
16 distribution cooperatives in the Bluegrass State, has 
begun experimenting with another potential biomass 
fuel — switchgrass. With help from the University of 
Kentucky, East Kentucky Power conducted a “test burn” 
by mixing 70 tons of switchgrass with coal in one of three 
generating units. The result? The warm-season forage 
replaced 1 percent to 2 percent of the coal normally used 
at the plant. Swithgrass can grow on marginal farmland, 
needs little rainfall and is also being touted as a potential 
source for ethanol production. 

Connecting the Dots 
With resources close by and more room to expand, 

many renewable projects are built in mral areas. But the 
electricity these facilities produce must be delivered to 
cities quite a distance away. Current transmission lines 
can’t meet this need, so more lines must be built to con¬ 
nect new renewable generation resources. Co-op G&Ts 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 
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During the dedication in April of this wind turbine owned by 

Rural Electric Convenience Cooperative, Gov. Pat Quinn 

said, “I think, in particular, rural electric cooperatives, who 

electrified rural areas of our country three quarters of a century 

ago, deserve a lot of credit because they can see here in the 21 st 

century the importance of renewable energy. We see behind us 

what good people can do when they work together. ” 

are uniquely qualified to meet this need, with a strong 
transmission grid already in place and cooperative partners 
stationed close to rural renewable resources. 

North Dakota claims some of the largest wind power 
potential capacity in the nation, and Basin Electric Power 
Cooperative, a G&T that serves co-ops in nine states, 
worked with NextEra Energy Resources (formerly FPL 
Energy, a subsidiary of investor-owned utility FPL Group) 
to develop the first large wind farm in the state. 

Following a goal set by its 126 member co-ops in 2005 
to meet at least 10 percent of its member demand with 
clean energy sources within five years, 
Basin Electric Power has led the region 
in wind power development. The G&T 
currently draws 136 MW of wind energy 
from purchased power agreements 
with three commercial wind farms in 
North and South Dakota and two small 
projects jointly developed with member 
co-ops. Plans are under way to develop 
an additional 270 MW of fully co-op 
owned and operated wind power. 

Setting Standards 
So far, 28 states and the District of 

Columbia have enacted renewable port¬ 
folio standards (RPS), laws that require 
utilities to add increasing amounts of 
renewable energy to their power sup¬ 
ply mix (ranging from 10 percent to 
30 percent) by a certain date (mostly 
between 2018 and 2025). 

Now, Congress may get into the act 
and adopt national renewable electricity 
and energy efficiency standards for 

utilities that will likely augment state statutes. However, 
many co-ops here in Illinois and across the nation 
are adding renewable energy without state or federal 
mandates. For example, Illinois Rural Electric Cooperative 
in Winchester and Rural Electric Convenience 
Cooperative in Auburn both own and operate large wind 
turbines. Adams Electric Cooperative in Camp Point is 
working on a similar wind turbine project. 

Of course, ordering standards is one thing — meeting 
them is another. Some states have stronger and more 
reliable wind resources available, while others benefit from 
more sunshine. To take better advantage of renewable 
energy opportunities, no matter where they may be 
located, electric cooperatives last year formed the National 
Renewables Cooperative Organization (NRCO). The 
new co-op will help its members share renewable power 
expertise and collaborate on projects across the nation. 
Jo-Carroll Energy is one of the 24 member co-ops and so 
is Southern Illinois Power Cooperative, the G&T serving 
six southern Illinois electric co-ops. An overview of the 
program can be found at www.renewable.coop. 

Electric co-op leaders are asking Congress to provide 
flexibility in any renenewable energy mandates so 
innovation with new renewable resources can continue. 
Co-op leaders are also asking for a small utility exemption. 
Innovation should be a free choice not a mandate and fi¬ 
nancial burden on small consumer-owned utilities. 

Whether through national projects or generation in 
their own backyard, cooperatives are already blazing the 
trail for others in making renewable power a reality. To 
learn more, visit www.nreca.coop. 

By Megan McKoy who writes on consumer and cooperative 

affairs for the National Rural Electric Cooperative Association. 

National Electric Cooperative Renewable Resources 

Roughly 11 percent of power provided by electric cooperatives is generated with 
renewable resources, compared to 9 percent for the entire electric utility sector. 
Here is a snapshot of the types of renewable energy offered to co-op members. 



Taste The Tradition 
Who: Danvers Days Committee, Danvers, IL 

Cost: $18, plus $4-95 shipping 

Details: hard-backed, three-ring-bound 

Pages of recipes: 102 

Send checks to: Danvers Days Committee, 
PO Box 314, Danvers, IL 61732 

or call 309-963-4525. 
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Canadian Pierogi 
Casserole 

6-8 med. potatoes, cooked and 
mashed 
1 C. grated Cheddar cheese 
12 lasagna noodles 

1 egg 
2 C. cottage cheese 
Onion powder, to taste 
Salt and pepper, to taste 
2 onions, sliced 
1 lb. mushrooms 
1 stick butter 

Preheat oven to 350°. Cook pasta accord¬ 
ing to directions and drain. Line a greased 

9xl3-inch pan with 4 pasta strips. In a 

medium bowl, mix cottage cheese, egg 

and onion powder. Pour over noodles and 

spread. Put 4 more noodles on top. Mix 

Cheddar cheese, potatoes, salt, pepper and 

onion powder together. Spread over pasta. 

Place 4 more noodles on top. Melt butter 
in a skillet and saute onions and mush¬ 

rooms together until wilted. Pour over top 

of noodles. Bake covered for 30 minutes. 

, Cara Cara orange or 
1 blood orange, Cara 

regular orange 
in r avocado, cubed 
7 tsp. minced jalapeno 1/3 C. chopped red onion 

2 tsp- fresb lune juice 
Salt, to taste 

uloOmahi-mahi fflets 

Salt and peppen to taste 

Using a small sharp knife,c" ® a ^pithftomtteorang.Wo^0 

small bowl, cut het onion, jalapeno and 

segments. Add avoc . j t0 blend. Sea- 

lime juice toorang^ ^ a ^ dium 
son salsa with salt. Hea ^ Sprinkle fish 
skillet over medtum-hlg P ski«et and 
with salt and P^/f05i through, about 
saute until brown and j fflet on each 
5 minutes on each SKU and ^e. plate. Spoon salsa on top o 

Apple Snicker Salad 
3 apples, cut into small pieces 
3 Ig. Snicker bars, cut into bite-sized 

pieces 
1 sm. can pineapple tidbits, drained 
1 C. cocktail peanuts 
1 sm. ctn. Cool Whip 

Mix apples, Snickers, pineapple, peanuts 

and Cool Whip together. Refrigerate 
several hours before serving. 

Crunchy Onion Chicken 
1-1/3 C. French’s Original or Cheddar 

French Fried Onions 
4 boneless, skinless chicken breast 

halves 
1 egg, beaten 

Place French fried onions into a plastic 

bag. Lightly crush with rolling pin. Dip 
chicken into egg wash, then coat with 

onion pieces. Place chicken on a baking 
sheet. Bake at 400° for 30 minutes or 

until juices run clear. 

Photos by Catrina McCulley Wagner 

Quick Greek Salad 
1/2 head Romaine lettuce, torn into 

pieces 
2 med. tomatoes, diced 
1 sm. cucumber, peeled and diced 
1/2 C. Kalamata olives, halved 
(4-oz.) feta cheese, diced into 
1/2-inch cubes 

Dressing: 
1/3 C. olive oil 
1 T. white wine vinegar 
1 T. lemon juice 

Toss together lettuce, tomatoes, cucum¬ 

ber, olives and cheese and set aside. In a 

jar, shake together, olive oil, vinegar and 

lemon juice. Pour dressing over servings 

of salad. 

Visit www.icl.CDop to see 

an archive of past 

Illinois Country Living recipes. 



Calling all 
cookbooks! Is your church or community or¬ 

ganization selling its own unique 

cookbook filled with favorite reci¬ 

pes of cooks in your area? If so, send 

your cookbook to Catrina Wagner, 

Illinois Country Living, P.O. Box 

3787, Springfield, IL 62708. Please 

include the price of your cookbook 

plus postage costs and the name, 

address and telephone numbers 

(both day and evening) of the co¬ 

operative member we should con¬ 

tact for more information. 

Frozen Lime 
Buttermint Salad 

2 tall cans crushed pineapple, 
undrained 

1 pkg. lime gelatin 
1 (10-oz.) pkg. mini marshmallows 
1 (7-oz.) pkg. soft buttermint candies, 

shaved 

1 pint heavy cream, whipped 

Sprinkle gelatin over pineapple in a large 

bowl; stir well. Fold in marshmallows, 

cover bowl and refrigerate overnight. 

Add buttermint candies to whipped 

cream. Stir all together and freeze in a 

9xl3-inch pan. The flavor improves the 

longer it is frozen. 

Artie Chocolate Mousse 
1-1/4 C. graham cracker crumbs 
1/4 C. sugar 
1/3 C. melted margarine 
1 (7-oz.) jar Kraft marshmallow creme 
2 (1-oz.) squares unsweetened 

chocolate, melted 
2 T. milk 

1 C. whipping cream, whipped 

Combine graham cracker crumbs, sugar 

and margarine together and press into the 
bottom of an 8-inch square pan. Combine 

the marshmallow creme, chocolate and 

vanilla together. Mix until well blended. 

Gradually add milk; blending until 
smooth. Fold in whipped cream. Pour 

mixture over crust and freeze. Sprinkle 
with additional graham cracker crumbs or 

garnish with chocolate curls, if desired. 

Chicken Salad (right) 
2-3 C. cooked chicken 
1 C. chopped celery 
1 C. white grapes 
Salt, to taste 
1 C. mandarin oranges or pineapple 

chunks (or both) 
1/2 C. slivered almonds 

Dressing: 
1 T. lemon juice 
1/2 C. mayonnaise 

1/4 C. thick cream 

Baked Crab Rangoon 
1 (6-oz.) can crab meat, drained 
1 (4-oz.) pkg. cream cheese 

1/4 C. thinly sliced green onions 
1/4 C. mayonnaise 
12 Wonton wrappers 

Preheat oven to 350°. Mix crab meat, 

cream cheese, green onions and mayon¬ 

naise together. Put into a Zip Lock baggie 

and snip off one comer. Spray 12 mini 

muffin cups with non-stick spray. Place 

one wonton wrapper in each cup, allowing 

the edges of the wrappers to lay over the 

sides. Fill evenly with crab meat mixture. 

Gently fold wrapper over crab mixture. 

Bake 18-20 minutes, until edges are 

golden brown. 

Cut chicken into bite sized pieces. Toss 

chicken together with celery, grapes, 

fruit and almonds. Season to taste. In 

a separate bowl, combine lemon juice, 

mayonnaise, and thick cream together. 

Pour over chicken mixture and mix all 

together. 

Who: Cooksville, Illinois 

Cost: $15, including shipping 

Details: hard-backed, three-ring-bound 

Pages of recipes: 176 

Send checks to: Cooksville Celebration 

attention Christie Wissmiller, 

28976 E. 1600 North Road, 

Cooksville, IL 61730 

or call 309-725-3511. 
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FOR THE TOUGHEST JOBS ON PLANET EARTH.® 
1-800-966-3458 gorillatough.com Made in U.S.A. 

...Witt, ut&yuttf! 
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Quality Built for Better Living 

Corporate Office: 
Hwy 35 ~ Prairie du Chien, Wl 53821 1-608-326-6041 (19 Models) 

Hwy 73 Exit on I-90, Edgerton, Wl 1-608-884-6263 (8 Models) 
7101 Hwy 61 S., Burlington, IA 52601 319-754-6100 (11 Models) 

1180 E. Price St., Eldridge, IA 52748 (8 Models) 

Visit our website at: 
designhomes.com 

Design your own 
floorplan at no 

Open Mon-Fri 9-5 pm, 
Sat 9-4 pm, Sun 1-4 pm 

1-80M27-M3 

The leader m Residential Precast Fo^ 

<> 
Superior Walls 

fy Precast Concrete Solutions 
1-866-522-8565 

www.superiorwallspcs.com 



MARKETPLACE 
Beautiful Disney vacation home with 
pool and spa in golf community 
for rent. 5 bedrooms 3 baths. 
www.orlandosunvacation.com 1 '888- 
251-1538 rarita@dishmail.net 

First Street Restaurant Equipment 
used slicers, tenderizers, grinders, 
meatsaws, ss sinks, tables. New and 
used cooking equipment, pottery 
wheels and kilns. 2615 So. First, 
Springfield, 217-522-3934, 217-971- 
8592. 

Vacation cabins-Ohio River, Shawnee 
National Forest, Elizabethtown, IL. 
Cedar Hill River Cabins, Ohio 
River National Scenic Byway, 
www.cedarhillriverresort.com. 
888-304-6319. 

Wanted to buy: Standing timber, most 
species. Pay top prices. Call 217-285- 
2760. 

Authorized Rainbow distributor. 
Repairs, supplies and service. Living 
air purifiers. L&.L Distributing, 116 S. 
VanBuren St., Newton, IL 62448. 
618-783-3755. 

Filter Queen/Defender sales, service 
and supplies. For free information, 
call 800-753-5401, 618-948-2874 or 
write She-N-I, Inc. RR1, Allendale, 
IL 62410. 

Insulation. 4x8 sheets, foil-backed 
foam. Also rolls of foil, bubble-pack 
insulation. All factory seconds. 
www.nichols5.com.Contact Ken 
Nichols, 800-424-1256. 

Midwest Bird and Animal Swap & 
Sale, May 31 and June 28 at Monroe 
County Fairgrounds, Waterloo, IL 
from 5:30 to Noon. 618-939-6809. 

4' White pine trees, delivered, planted, 
mulched. $64.50 per tree. Buy 10 get 
1 free. Call for other sizes, varieties 
or shades. Price may vary depending 
on geographical location. 
www.atwoodtrees.com. 
Call 217-886-2316. 

Lake Weed and Algae Control. 
“Mother Nature’s Way.” No 
chemicals. Biological method with 
live bacteria that dissolves plant 
nutrients, black muck, and rotten egg 
odor. Controls all aquatic vegetation. 
Proven product. Guaranteed results. 
309-826-8444. 

Farm Windmills. Traditional, old 
fashioned, water pumping windmills. 
Repaired, sold, installed statewide. 
Quality workmanship. References. 
217-897-6699. 

Fiberglass corrugated, 26-inch wide. 
8-10-12- foot long. 8 ft.-$5. 12 ft.-$8. 
Large supply, all colors. Dongola, IL. 
618-827-4737. 

Sick camper refrigerator? Specializing 
28 years in rebuilding cooling units. 
New and used units available. 
Camper repair. Crutcher’s RV, 
Cropsey, IL. 309-377-3721. 

Stamp collections: Buying and selling. 
Also buying paper ephemera, World’s 
Fair items, postcards from Asian 
countries. Bob 618-992-0607 or 
931-561-7167. 

FRIENDLY \ SANGAMON 
V. FLOORS RADIANT 
^uponor^X uponor aqua pex tubing products 

^[Radiant Floor Hearing Txti t for agricultural, commercial shop 
floors and homes 

(217)971-8592 FAX (217)483-7973 • Evening (217)483-3223 
John 0. McMillan - Owner 

For sale @ Ann’s Daylilies. Over 1200 
varieties of daylilies. 618-647-2286 or 
618-926-1548 or annsdaylilies.com. 

Guest House Vacation Rental. 
Elizabethtown, IL. 2BR, 2Bath. 
Overlooking Ohio River. Near 
Garden of the Gods/Shawnee Forest, 
www. Hardincountybluehouse. com 
618-876-9118. 

Central Illinois Properties Wanted: 
horse farms, hunting or farm land, 
gas stations, Victorian, log or country 
homes, B&B’s, farms, & lake houses. 
We have RURAL buyers! Exclusive 
United Country catalogs are seen 
monthly & are in Chicago & along 
highways. 1100 Nationwide ads- even 
the Wall Street Journal! Realtor 
affiliates for Progressive Farmer and 
now John Deere! We get you more 
visibility than anyone else- seen 
by millions on over 15 real estate 
websites, & with high Google first 
page results! The only Realtor to 
exhibit at 7 shows thru-out Illinois 
in 2009- Broker Jerry Grodesky 
(217) 386-4220 United Country 
Farm and Lake Houses. Call us about 
our Illinois’ Premier Rural website 
www.FarmAndLakeHouses.com! 

KENTUCKY 
BUILDINGS 1 -606-668-3446 
^ kybuildingsllc.com 

Factory Direct Discounts! 

Isn't it Time 
for your Fun Place... 

*Hob2/12 20/90 
24x40x8 $5,999 
30x40x10 $8,999 
40x60x10 $13,999 
50x60x12 $18,599 
60x80x12 $22,599 
75x80x14 

$18 

FARM TOURS 

HAWAII* Islands - 1 5 Days from 
includes taxes & inter island flights 

1% PICK YOUR WEEK: Jan. 4,11, 18, 25, 2010 
Maui, Oahu, Kauai, and Hawaii... 

Departs Mondays and Thursdays in January 2010. Includes Inter Island airfare, Hawaiian owned 
hotels, transfers, and baggage handling. Escort on each island. Staying in Oahu, Hawaii (Kona & 
Hilo), Maui and Kauai. Sightseeing includes Honolulu City Tour with Pearl Harbor, Volcano National 
Park, Kona Coffee Plantations Tour, Parker Cattle Ranch Museum, Orchid Nursery, Macadamian 
Nut Factory Tour, Riverboat Cruise, Fern Grotto, Plus more as listed in brochure. So call today and 
make your reservations. Price includes Tax and Service Fees. Call for low cost airfare from your 
Closest major airport. A A A >■ Carefree Vacations Since 1967 

800-888-8204 

FUTURE STEEL BUILDINGS 
Do-It-Yourself Steel Buildings 

Idea! For: 
• Recreational Use 
• Boat Storage 
• Bunkie 
• Equipment Storage 
• Garage/Shop 
• PWC/Snowmobile 

1 30-year perforation warranty 
1 Full technical support from start to finish 
' Fully customized to meet your needs 
1 Factory-direct savings 

Your Man Tours Call for More Information and Itinerary 

Our building consultants are ready to take your call 

111-800-668-51111 
ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • June 2009 



Need information on Southern Illinois? 
Visit us at the Ohio River Visitor 
Center on the comer of Lane and 
Calhoun downtown Equality, IL. 
Open 10 a.m. - 3 p.m., Monday- 
Saturday, 12 p.m.- 3 p.m, Sunday. 

Wanted to buy: Standing timber. All 
species. Pay top price. Clear or select 
cut. Call 815-434-4141. 

Stay and Play in Southern Illinois’ 
Hardin County. Shawnee Forest, Ohio 
River, Garden of the Gods, Cave- 
in-Rock, www.hardincountyil.org. 
Illinois Mile After Magnificent Mile. 
618-287-4333. 

Owner of Cave in Rock Motel selling 
only because too old to operate. 
Call 618-289-3296 for information. 

Cabins in Shawnee Forest of Southern 
Illinois: Near Garden of Gods, Rim 
Rock, Pounds Hollow Lake. On 
scenic byway. Very nice, completely 
furnished cabins, pet-friendly. 
All sizes. Pavillion excellent 
for gatherings. 
www. r imrocksdogwoodcabins. com. 
618-264-6036. 

Let the pros lease your hunting rights. 
Liability insurance provided. Call for 
a free landowner’s packet. 1-866-309- 
1507. BaseCampLeasing.com. 

Saddles built from scratch. 217-971- 
4866 - Also a repair specialist. 
Assured quality, reasonable price. 
Don Little, Petersburg. 

Earn $2,000 to $5,000/mo. without 
leaving your job! Call this 3 min. 
message and listen to what these 
people have done. 866-274-0657. 

Crab Orchard Stone from Tennessee: 
Faced and cut in all sizes for building. 
Asking $350 a ton in Johnston City, 
111.618-534-1239. 

16.8 acres farm ground with 1706 
sq.ft, home. 3BR, 2.5 Bath, Office. 
Beautiful area, very private. $155,000 
217-508-6194. 217-849-9000. 

For Sale: 3 acres w/s Bldgs. 15,950 
sq.ft, commercial/industrial $175,000 
adjoining 7 acres. Available 
Du Quoin. 618-568-1055. 

Custom log sawing at your location. 
Portable bandmill for hire. Turn logs 
into valuable lumber. Call 815-273- 
7801. 

Wanted: Indian artifacts of all kinds. 
Free appraisals. 309-338-3281 
evenings or leave a message. 

Waterfront lot for sale: Little Swan 
Lake, Avon, IL Priced at $35,000. 
Will sell for $20,000. 
Phone: 309-465-3934. 

Registered Miniature Herefords for 
Sale: Breed stock, 4H Projects, etc. 
Call 217-836-9057. 

How to place an ad: 

1) Type or print ad neatly. 

2) Count words. Cost is $30 for up to the first 20 words. $1.50 each additional 
word. Ads with insufficient funds will not be printed. 

3) Prepayment is required. Include check or money order with ad for amount due. 
Also include address label from Illinois Country Living or other proof of Illinois 
electric cooperative membership. Only members of Illinois electric cooperatives 
may place Marketplace ads. 

4) Mail to: Illinois Marketplace, P.O. Box 3787, Springfield, IL 62708, by 
deadline. 

Deadlines: August issue - June 19; 
September issue - July 20. 

We reserve the right to reject any advertisement. Ads postmarked after the deadline will be placed 
in the next available issue. 

Never to move firewood. Because the Emerald Ash 

Borer beetle is killing the trees in our state. It lives in firewood. And 

when you move firewood, you can spread the beetle — to our 

backyards, forests, and city streets. I promise not to move firewood, 

and to burn it where I buy it. Will you? Go to StopTheBeetle.info. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 



POND & LAKE LINERS 
Custom Sizes • Reinforced Material 

S.39/SQ. FT. or Less 
• STRENGTH • 

• COMMITMENT • 

• GUARANTEED CONTAINMENT • 

WIN THE BRUSH WAR WiTH 

TREE TERMINATOR 
• 3 models cut 20", 12" and 5” trees in one bite 

• Hitches to fit most tractors and skid steer loaders 

• Built to last with a 24 month warranty 

• Swivel hitch, sprayer and grapple options 

For a free color brochure call or visit our website 

(417) 4584350 ♦ www.treeterminator.com 
Grace Manufacturing • Plato, MO 

Finest fabrics including permanent 
press and wash & wear. Superior 

quality. Free color catalog and 
fabric swatches on request. 

GUARANTEED SATISFACTION 

P.O. Box 8988-ICL Jacksonville, FL 32211 

can the Roof King for your 
Mobile Home Roofing Needs! 

1 -800-748-0645 

Mobile Home Super Insulated 
Roof Over Systems 
40 Year Warranty 

Factory Direct from Roof King 

www.roofking.net 

Select^ 
OEie^Vay 
Ventures 
Dr. John Ronan DDS 

& Associates 
Can Offer You 

Dentures, Partials 
& Extractions 

In a 
ONE-DAY SERVICE 

[DENTURES^ \ PARTIALS i 
$124# 
I each m 

\$154| 
1 each f 

Office Hours: Monday-Friday 8 to 4 
Call for an Appointment 

(217-479-8444) 
(1-877-565-8981) 

1201 W. Walnut, Jacksonville, II62650 
Payment Accepted 

Cash, Mastercard or Visa 
/Vo Personal Checks 

AQUACLEAR 

Get the 
Muck 

OCT! 
Marble size AquaClear™ Pellets clear 

lake or pond bottom. 

Beneficial microorganisms. Restore balance in natural 
and man made surface waters. Increase water clarity. 
Improve water quality. Eliminate black organic muck. 
A 9 lb. can treats 0.50 to 1.00 acres-$59.95. 
A 45 lb. carton treats 2.50 to 5.00 acres-$229.95. 
Apply weekly for 4 weeks, then monthly to maintain. 
No water use restrictions! FREE SHIPPING! 

800-328-9350 
www.KillLakeWeeds.com/637X 

Write for FREE information: 

AQUACIDE CO. IH? 
Our 54th year 
Po Box 10748, DEPT. 637X 
White Bear Lake, MN 55110-0748 

MD-AMERICA 
Pole Barn Co. 
30 x 50 x 10 Galvalume 

$8,200.00 
Price includes material, delivery, 

construction, factory trusses, screws 
Open M - F 8 to 5 

1-866-456-0959 
Price is subject to change without notice 

LOWEST COST 
Term Life Insurance 

Issue ages throu gh 90 

AGE $100,000 $250,000 
45 9.63 17.33 
55 14.49 29.48 
65 29.70 67.50 
Rates figured on monthly cost for female non-tobacco users. 

ROBERT RAMLET 

(800) 933-6354 
TALIC FORM NO. 1-32207-198 

HERITAGE 
BUILDING SYSTEMS 

Established 1979 

1.800.643.5555 | HeritageBuildings.com 

You work hard, so should your metal 
building. Call Heritage today. 

Size *Price 
24x36x10 $ 5,379 
33x45x10 $ 7,487 
45x60x12 $11,765 
54x80x14 $18,178 

‘Prices vary based on codes, loads and accessories. 



Youth to Washington - 
50 years of fun fused with a history lesson 

By Niki Shutt 

Joseph Van Leer represented Menard Electric 

Cooperative on the 2003 Youth to Washington trip, 

where he met with Senator Dick Durbin. Van Leer, 

who was elected to the Youth Leadership Council 

that year, has gone on to law school and this summer 

is working as a legal intern in the National Rural 

Electric Cooperative Association energy division in 

Washington, D.C. 

Education and fun are fused together 
to form a tour where eager students 

learn about the history of cooperatives 
and our country. This year will mark 
the 50th trip of young Illinoisans to 
the country’s capital, a trip sponsored 
by the Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives (AIEC). Not only 
do the winners get to see all of the 
monuments and museums, but they 
also meet with their senators and rep¬ 
resentatives as well as other students 
from around the state and the country. 

The Illinois Cooperative Youth 
Day is a shorter, more local ver¬ 
sion of the Youth to Washington 
tour. It took place on April 1. On 
that day, high school students from 
Illinois cooperatives were brought to 
Springfield to meet with legislators 
and learn about the government as 
well as tour Springfield. Some of 
those that traveled to Springfield were 

chosen in an interview 
process to continue on to 
the Youth to Washington 
tour in June. The lucky 
ones are chosen based on 
their grades, volunteer 
work, and community 
involvement. 

On the bus ride to 
Washington, a hands- 
on activity teaches the 
students how cooperatives 
work. It’s called the 
Chip ‘n’ Pop Co-op. 
Students form their own 
co-op with board mem¬ 
bers and managers to sell 
snacks and soda for cheaper 
prices than retailers in 
Washington, D.C. 

While in Washington, 
one outstanding student 

from Illinois is 
chosen as the 
state’s representative for the 
Youth Leadership Council 
(YLC) by his or her peers. 
Joseph Van Leer was selected 
in 2003 for YLC. “The 
experience was amazing, and I 
am still reaping the benefits,” 
he says. After the YLC tour, 
he attended the University of 
Illinois in Urbana-Champaign 
where he studied Political 
Science and Communication. 
He is now attending law 
school at Loyola University 
Chicago. 

“The summer before 
law school I was a staff 
assistant for the National 
Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association (NRECA) during 
the Youth Tour and the July 
leadership conference for 
the YLCs. And to continue 
the huge amount that the 
NRECA and AIEC has done 

for me, I am working as a legal intern 
in the NRECA’s energy division this 
summer in D.C.” 

The trip also lets students meet 
new people and make new friends. 
“Linda Comstock and John Freitag 
just throw you on the bus for about a 
15 hour trip and really you have no 
choice but to make friends, and fast,” 
Van Leer says. 

“The students just love it. They 
have so much fun making new 
friends,” trip coordinator, Linda 
Comstock, says. “A lot of them stay 
in touch after the trip.” Several of the 
former Youth to Washington students 
have even sent updates about their 
lives, a few saying they met their 
spouses on the trip. 

The tour can influence the 
students’ lives greatly. Other students 
have also gotten into politics or 
agriculture. Van Leer says, “This trip 
has had a huge impact on my life, and 
reinforced my will to pursue govern¬ 
ment work.” 

Before he was President Barack Obama met with 

the 2005 Youth to Washington students from 

Illinois. His inspiring speech was enjoyed by all 

including Youth Leadership Council representa¬ 

tive Casey Steffey (left) from Flat Rock. 
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1, 8, 15, 22 and 29, 
Village Market in Downs. 4-6 p.m. 
Purchase locally grown produce, fresh 
baked goods, honey, plants and flowers. 
Shop crafts and handmade items. Master 
gardeners will be on hand to answer 
your questions. 309-378-4294 or 
marketmasterb 10@gmail.com. 

3, Fireworks over Apple Can' 
yon Lake near Galena. Show starts at 
dusk. Rain date July 11. 815-492-2238 
or www.applecanyonlake.org. 

3 , Hanover Days on Main St. 
in Hanover. An old-fashioned Fourth 
of July celebration. Parade, ice cream 
social, canoe race and fireworks over 
the Apple River at dusk. 815-591-2201, 
815-591-3784 or www.hanover-il.com. 

1 1« 1 2, Southern Illinois Feline Fanciers’ 13th Annual CFA 
Cat Show at the Williamson County Pavilion in Marion. Admission 
is $5 for adults or $10 per family. Children ages 6-12 and seniors 55 and 
older are $4. Children younger than 6 years are free. 618-625-6136 or 
www. sou them i 11 ino isfelinefanc iers. org. 

3-5, Thee Olde Time 
Farm Show at Perry Farm Park 
in Bradley. 8 a.m. to dark. Features 
include antique farm equipment, 
a steam engine, a saw mill, David 
Bradley Collectors, a car show on 
Saturday evening, weedwacker 
pulls, tractor games, a kiddie trac¬ 
tor pull on Saturday, a flea market 
and crafts. Admission: adults $5, 
kids ages 5-12, $3, when accompa¬ 
nied by an adult, Sr. Citizens 
62 and older, $3. www.oldetime- 
farmshow.com. 

5-1 O, Architecture Camp 
One for Middle School StU' 

dents at the School of Architecture 
at Southern Illinois University in Car- 

bondale. Send your student to a camp 
that has received national and regional 
awards for the broad breadth of hands- 
on activities and implementation of 
technology. 618-536-7751. 

9-12, Historic Farm Days 
in Penfield. The feature tractor will be 
Allis-Chalmers, 20th Anniversary of the 
Classic Farm Tractor Calendar, and the 
Big Bud will be on display, www.antique- 
farm.org. 

1 O, Park-N-Cruise on the down¬ 
town square in Macomb. 6-9 p.m. 
Enjoy vintage, antique and classic cars 
driven in from miles around. Take plea¬ 
sure in live entertainment, shopping and 
dining on the square. 217-837-4855. 

11,1 8, 25 , Concerts in 
the Vineyard'Summer Music 
Series at Mackinaw Valley Vineyard 
in Mackinaw. Live music concerts per¬ 
formed Saturdays from 7 - 10:45 p.m. 
featuring local classic rock music groups. 
Bring your own folding chair or blanket 
for lawn seating or call to reserve a spot 
on the deck for a small fee. Pizza and 
cheese and crackers available or bring 
your own picnic. Admission is $5 per 
person, www.mackinawvalleyvineyard. 
com or 309-359-WINE. 

12-17, Architecture Camp 
Two High School Students at the 
School of Architecture at Southern Il¬ 
linois University in Carbondale. Send 
your student to a camp that has received 
national and regional awards for the 
broad breadth of hands-on activities 
and implementation of technology. 
618-536-7751. 
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1 2V The 11th Annual Brooks® 
World’s Largest Catsup Bottle Festival, 
Birthday Party and Car Show, in Col¬ 
linsville. Don’t miss a day filled with fun events, 
including the Brooks Catsup tangy taste test, 
hot dog eating contest, Ronald McDonald magic 
show, World’s Largest Things traveling museum 
and the 6th annual Little Princess Tomato and 
Sir Catsup Contest. Admission is free. 10 a.m. - 
5 p.m. at the American Legion Post 365 (1022 
Vandalia on Route 159). For more information 
go to www.catsupbottlefestival.com. 

1 2V Art and Wine Festival at 
Mackinaw Valley Vineyard in Mackinaw 
featuring local and regional Midwest 
artisans displaying and selling their art¬ 
work. The artists invited specialize in 
ceramics, glass, wood, jewelry, oil 
painting and fiber. Live music will be 
performed throughout the day and wine 
tasting will be available as well in our 
tasting room and new deck bar area. 
Free. www.mackinawvalley vineyard .com 
or 309-359-WINE. 

1 3 - 1 9* Galena Festival of 
the Performing Arts at Grace Epis¬ 
copal Church in Galena. A weeklong 
festival of music featuring Broadway 
hits, piano recitals, quartets, Irish musi¬ 
cians and more. 815-777-2590. 

6/1 5-8/30P “How Vast 
and Varied a Field...” The Ag¬ 
ricultural Vision of Abraham 
Lincoln at the Abraham Lincoln 
Presidential Library and Museum. The 
heart of the Lincoln legacy, introduces 
“Illinois Stories,” a series of temporary 
exhibits exploring the complex history 
of one of the most influential states in 
the US. Leading up to the bicentennial 
of Illinois statehood in 1818, Illinois 
Stories will take an in depth look at the 
history of the great state that Lincoln 
called home. 800-610-2094. 

1 6-1 9v Illinois State Elks 
Golf Tournament in Lincoln. $60, 
includes breakfast or lunch. Entry 
deadline is July 6. 217-314-9622 or 
elkstooth-914@comcast.net. 

1 7-1 9, The Third Annual 
Midwest Fiber and Folk Art Fair 
at McHenry County College in Crystal 
Lake. Friday and Saturday: 10 a.m. - 
6 p.m. Sunday: 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. Treat 
yourself to a workshop, wander through 
the marketplace, experience the demon¬ 
strations, be inspired by the fine art show 
and other exhibits, savor the food and 
enjoy the music, www.fiberandfolk.com. 

1 8V Hawaiian Festival atCollver 
Family Winery in Barry. 217-335-3279. 

1 8 - 1 9 9 The Third Annual 
Allis Chalmers Orange Power 
of the Past Working Show with 
Combing Baling and Plowing at 
the Dale Haymakers Allis Chalmers 
Museum in Paris. Vendors welcome. 
Food available. Free. 217-275-3428. 

20-249 Kid Architecture for 
Grades Fourth - Sixth at the School 
of Architecture at Southern Illinois Uni¬ 
versity in Carbondale. Send your student 
to a camp that has received national and 
regional awards for the broad breadth of 
hands-on activities and implementation 
of technology. 618-536-7751. 

>9 Murder Mystery Dinner 
Theater, Mayberry R.I.P. at Collver 
Family Winery in Barry. 217-335-3279. 

>9 Menominee Country Fest at 
Nativity B.V.M. Parish in East Dubuque. 
Music, games, country store, silent auc¬ 
tion, bingo, raffle and street dance. Far 
Fry chicken dinner available for sale. 
815-747-3670. 

30-3 1 9 149th Annual Jo 
Daviess County Fair in Warren. 
Livestock shows, exhibits, tractor pull, 
draft horse pull, motocross and ATV 
races, entertainment and carnival rides. 
815-275-2540. 

For more dotebook 
visit our Web site, 

www.icl.coop 

To be considered for inclusion, please submit events in the format used above. Preference is given to events sponsored by non-profit 
entities. Submitting an event is not a guarantee of publication. Photos are welcome, but will not be returned unless a self-addressed 
and stamped envelope is provided. Events are subject to change, so please contact the event sponsor for confirmation. 

Deadline: June 15 for September Events. Mail to: Illinois Datebook, PO Box 3787, Springfield, IL 62708. E-mail to: cwagner@aiec.coop 
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THIS FATHER'S 
DAY GIVE HIM 

SOMETHING VERSATILE STIHL 

THIS FATHER'S DAY, GIVE HIM A STIH 

With 13 easy-to- 
switch attachment: 
available, you can 
create a custom 
lawn care system. 
Attachments sold 
separately. 

The versatile 
STIHL 

KombiSystem: 
Buy one powerhead 

and the attachments 
you need! 

BLOWER 

ATTACHMENT 

TRIMMER 

AHACHMENT 

59999 

All prices and promotions are CDC-SRP. Available at participating dealers while supplies last. © 2009 STIHL 

Trim, edge, clean up & more 

solutions start at STIHLdealers.com 
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