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Introducing the world's simplest cell phone experience — with service as low as $10 a month* 

It doesn’t play games, take pictures, 

The Jitterbug^ developed with Samsung. 

NEW or give you the weather. 
No 

Contract 
It's the cell phone that's changing all the rules. 

For people like me, who want a cell phone that’s easy to use. Over the years, 
cell phones have become smaller and smaller with so many complicated features. 
They are harder to program and harder to use. But the Jitterbug® cell phone has 
simplified everything, so it’s not only easy to use, it’s easy to try. No crowded 
malls, no waiting in line, no confusing sales people, or complicated plans. 
Affordable and convenient cell phone service is only a toll-free phone call away. 

Questions about Jitterbug? Try our pre-recorded 

Jitterbug Toll-Free Hotline 1-888-779-5934 

The new Jitterbug® cell phone makes calling simple! 
• Large, bright, easy to see display and buttons 
• Comes pre-programmed and ready to use right out of the box 
• No contract required 
• An operator is always available to help you, and will call you by name 
• Push “Yes” to call directly from your personal phone list 
• Soft ear cushion and louder volume for better sound quality 
• Separate Volume Up/Down button on cover of phone 
• Hearing aid compatible 
• Familiar dial tone confirms service (no other cell phone has this) 
• Service as low as $ 10 a month* 
• Access help wherever you go Available in a simple 

12-button Dial phone 
and an even simpler 
3-button OneTouch 
phone for easy access 
to the operator, the 
number of your 
choice, and 911. 

Why pay for minutes you'll never use! 

Simple Simple 
30 60 

Plan1 Plan* 

Monthly Price $15.00 $20.00 

Included Minutes/Month 30 60 

Operator Assistance 24/7 24/7 

911 Access FREE FREE 

Long Distance Calls No add'l charge No add'l charge 

Nationwide Coveragen Yes Yes 

Trial Period 30 days 30 days 

12-button Dial Phone 
available in 

Graphite and White. 

Service as low as $10 a month and a friendly 30-day return policy**. If you’ve ever wanted 
the security and convenience of a cell phone, but never wanted the fancy features and minutes 
you don’t need... Jitterbug® is for you. Like me, you’ll soon be telling your friends about 
Jitterbug®. Call now. 

Jitterbug® Cell Phone item# BU4722 

Call now for our lowest price. 
Please mention promotional code 37262. 

I -888-812-9430 
www.firststreetonline.com 

IMPORTANT CONSUMER INFORMATION: Subject to Customer Agreement, select calling plans, and credit approval. Other charges and restrictions may apply. Screen images simulated. Coverage and service not 

available everywhere. Copyright © GreatCall, Inc. Jitterbug and GreatCall are trademarks of GreatCall, Inc. Samsung is a registered trademark of Samsung Elearonics America, Inc and its related entities. *Not including 

government taxes, assessment surcharges, and set-up fee. "Applies to phone and monthly service charges only, provided call time usage is less than 30 minutes and phone is in like-new condition. Usage charges may apply. 

tAll plans require the purchase of a Jitterbug phone. In addition, there is a one time set up fee of $35. tf Jitterbug will work almost everywhere in the U.S. where cellular service is available from most of the major car¬ 

riers. All rights reserved. © 2007 TechnoBrands®, Inc. 
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In Iraq and Illinois Democracy Can Work 
We are blessed by democracy but it takes an involved electorate 

"As I witnessed the Iraqis 
struggle to build their version 
of democracy, I couldn't help 
but think how lucky we are." 

Illinois has arguably been at the center of both 
the best and the worst of the American political 

system. From the high of President Obama’s elec¬ 
tion to the low of federal charges filed against 
Governor Blagojevich, Illinois has held the nation’s 
attention. 

My experiences as a member of the Illinois 
General Assembly and as a Marine who recently 
completed a tour of duty in Iraq have given me a 
unique vantage point from which to comment. 

History will note the significance of Barack 
Obama’s election as our nation’s first African 
American president, yet little thought will ever 
be given to something fundamental to democratic 
governments - the peaceful transition of power. 

It’s difficult for the average American to 
appreciate this peaceful transition. When we go to 
the polls there’s no threat of violence. We assume 
that we’ll be able to vote, the votes will be tallied 
and the victor peacefully sworn in. 

From the resources the Iraqi government 
spent preserving ballot integrity, to those spent on 
voter security, it was my experience as Governance 
Chief and Liaison to the Anbar Provincial 
Council for the first Marine Expeditionary Force, 
that everything about the voting process was dif¬ 
ferent in Iraq. 

In fact, a very strong argument could be made 
that the biggest difference 
between our two coun¬ 
tries is voter apathy. In 
Iraq, despite the threat of 
violence, voter turnout 
was more than 70 percent. 
In Illinois, the citizens 
elected Rod Blagojevich as 
Governor twice. 

This is in no way 
meant to cast dispersions on our political system; 
rather it’s the opposite. As I witnessed the Iraqis 
struggle to build their version of democracy, I 
couldn’t help but think how lucky we are. 

Two Chairmen of the Fallujah City Council 
were assassinated in the span of 12 months. During 
my deployment, one Anbar Provincial Council 
member and his 11-year-old son were killed in a 
suicide bombing and another council member was 
severely wounded in an assassination attempt. The 
current Governor of Anbar survived several assas¬ 

sination attempts. And despite the violence, those 
Iraqis continued to move the ball forward. Such 
experiences put things in perspective. I only wish 
more of my colleagues had similar experiences, as 
I think our system would benefit from such an eye 
opener. 

Here we have established local, county, state 
and national governing bodies with corresponding 
district representatives. The citizens of Iraq are 
not so fortunate. We have standard rules of order 
governing each elected body. The leaders of Iraq 
are not so fortunate. 

In short, we take our democratic system for 
granted. Whether it’s the election of our nation’s 
president every four years, or the decisions made 
at a quarterly meeting of a democratically-elected 
cooperative board of directors, or even the hiring of 
a superintendent by a locally elected school board, 
we simply give little thought to how blessed we are. 

I must admit that I, too, took those things 
for granted until I began my tour in Iraq. Try to 
imagine building such a system from scratch. Try to 
imagine explaining the need for detailed by-laws 
to a provincial council chairman who lacks the 
experience of a representative form of government - 
someone who has never voted for a co-op director, 
school board member and certainly never a 
president. 

As I climbed the stairs in the capitol to attend 
my first session in nearly eight months, I realized 
how fortunate we are. And as the scandal sur¬ 
rounding our current governor began to unfold, I 
realized that we are blessed to have a system that 
will take care of even this ugly situation. Yes, the 
public is justifiably shocked by the alleged corrupt 
practices, but in the end our system, based on the 
separation of powers and checks and balances, will 
work and the guilty will be punished. 

In Iraq, we began every mission by asking 
(Continued on page 6) 

State Representative Jim Watson 
(R-Jacksonville 97th District) received 
the Illinois Electric Cooperatives’ Public 
Service Award in 2007. He served in 
Operation Desert Storm in 1990-1991, 
and as a Marine Corps Reservist, 3rd Civil 
Affairs Group member, during 2007-2008. 

The opinions and views of guest commen¬ 
tators are their own and may not represent 
those of the Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives or the electric co-ops of Illinois. 
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UTILITY BILL 
Smart homeowners no longer dread receiving their monthly utility bills. That's because 

they made the switch to geothermal heating and cooling technology. WaterFurnace 
geothermal comfort systems use the clean, renewable energy found in your own 
backyard to provide savings up to 70% on heating, cooling & hot water. For more 
information, contact your local WaterFurnace dealer today or call (800) GEO-SAVE. 

YOUR LOCAL WATERFURNACE DEALERS 

Anna Decatur Mt. Vernon Steelville 
Hartline Htg. & Clg. Design-Air Htg. & Clg. Holloway Htg. & Clg. William’s Heat & Air 
618-833-6802 217-429-1105 • 800-452-7845 618-242-5481 618-965-2040 

Belleville Delavan Murphysboro Sullivan 
Bel-O Sales & Service, Inc. Jeckel Plumbing & Htg. William’s A/C & Htg. Rowland Plumbing & Htg. 
618-235-6626 309-244-8265 618-684-HEAT 217-728-8025 

Sigman Htg. & A/C, Inc. Effingham Pana Taylorville 
618-234-4343 Jansen's Htg. & A/C Macari Service Center Yard Htg. & Clg. 

Bloomington 217-347-5223 217-562-3631 217-824-4737 

Wm. Masters, Inc. Flora Paxton Thomasboro 
309-662-8481 Electro-Electric Houston Plumbing Hoveln Htg. & Clg. 

Brighton 618-662-4520 800-379-2165 217-643-2125 

Den-Son Inc. Htg. & Clg. Forrest Peru Tuscola 
618-372-8375 Kupferschmid, Inc. Pro’s Htg. & Clg. Triangle Htg. & Clg. 

Canton 815-657-8147 815-223-0715 217-253-5400 

Easley Mechanical Gibson City Petersburg Vandalia 
309-647-3450 Houston Plumbing Collins Plumbing & Htg. Hunter Appliance Htg. & Clg. 

Charleston 800-379-2165 217-632-3670 618-283-3224 

LD Mechanical Contractors, Inc. Goodfield Pittsfield Vienna 
217-345-9633 Hinrichsen Heating & Air Peters Htg. & A/C, Inc. Hartline Htg. & Clg. 

Cissna Park 309-965-2604 217-285-1600 618-833-6802 

Boyce Electric Harrisburg Pontiac Virden 
815-457-2700 William’s A/C & Htg. Kupferschmid, Inc. Snell’s Plumbing & Heating 
L & R Heating and Cooling 618-864-3606 815-842-3812 217-965-3911 
815-457-2097 Lawrenceville Quincy Waterloo 
Cobden Tracy Electric Peters Htg. & A/C, Inc. DeRousse Htg. & A/C, Inc. 

Davis Heating and Cooling 618-943-2243 217-222-1368 618-282-2224 

618-893-2821 Lincoln Red Bud Sigman Htg. & A/C, Inc. 
Collinsville Albert Service Htg. & A/C De Rousse Htg. & A/C, Inc. 618-234-4343 
Bel-O Sales & Service, Inc. 217-735-9990 618-282-2224 

Toennies Service Co. 
618-344-3434 Litchfield Salem 618-248-5130 
Columbia Snell’s Plumbing & Htg. Booher Tin Shop 

Watseka 
R & M Electric Bel-O Sales & Service, Inc. 217-324-4560 618-548-1295 

618-281-8118 Macomb Shelbyville 815-432-4062 
Damiansville Arnold Brothers Htg. & Clg. Macari Service Center 

Toennies Service Co. 309-833-2852 217-774-4214 

618-248-5130 Marion 
D & C Sheetmetal 
618-997-6577 

Springfield 
Collins Plumbing & Htg. 
217-793-8031 

WaterFurnace is a registered trademark of WaterFurnace International, Inc. 
’Based upon ARI13256-1 (GLHP - Part Load Ratings) 



La (Continued from page 4) 

ourselves one question: What does success look 
like? In the end, success will be an Iraqi govern¬ 
ment that can function without U.S. assistance 
and that can peacefully transfer power after 
elections. 

Since my tour in Iraq, and in light of the 
charges levied against Governor Blagojevich, I 
have often asked myself what success looks like in 
Illinois? I am confident that the system will work 
and justice will prevail, but real success will be a 
renewed sense of vigilance by the voter. 

Voters will demand clear and direct 

answers to the difficult challenges that face 
us - the kind that cannot be found in a 30 
second commercial. Voters will demand a 
spirit of cooperation demonstrated by many of 
my Republican and Democrat colleagues who 
worked together to take care of my district 
during my deployment in Iraq. 

In short, success in Illinois will be a level of 
voter resiliency, interest and participation similar 
to that demonstrated by the Iraqi people when they 
literally risked their lives to vote during the last 
round of national elections. ■ 

Energy Policy 101 

An ever-growing list of terms and acronyms describe aspects of public policy that can 
have a very real impact on electric bills at home. As energy policy gets shaped through the 
actions of a new administration and Congress, expect to hear more about the terms below. 

m ... 

Renewable Portfolio Standards (RPS) 
Laws passed by 28 states and Washington, D.C., (as of 2008) that require investor- 
owned utilities, some municipal electric systems,and electric generation suppliers 
to add increasing amounts of'clean and green'energy to their power supply mix 
by a certain date. Eighteen states call for electric co-ops to meet RPS mandates. 

Clean Renewable Energy Bonds (CREBs) 
Federal bonds that act as interest-free loans and provide not-for-profit electric 
co-ops with a way to invest in renewable generation. Co-ops had used 
$450 million in CREBs for renewable generation projects by the end of 2008. 

Production Tax Credit (PTC) 
A federal tax incentive designed to support the introduction of new renewable 
energy sources (such as wind, geothermal, biomass, and small hydropower) by 
investor-owned utilities. Electric co-ops are not eligible for the PTC, but can use 
CREBs for the same purpose. 

Cap and Trade 
A system of regulating greenhouse gases (GHG), like carbon dioxide, where each 
source (like a power plant) has a limit placed on the amount of gases it can 
release—the cap.Those who emit less than the cap can sell their extra allowances 
to those who are not able to make reductions as easily—the trade. 

mm 
Carbon Tax 
A proposed tax on energy sources that emit carbon dioxide, based on the carbon 
content of a particular fuel, meant to curb both carbon emissions and consump¬ 
tion of coal, natural gas, and oil.The resulting revenue could be used to fund 
environmental projects, reduce other taxes, or returned to taxpayers via rebates. 

Source: National Rural Electric Cooperative Association 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 



11th Illinois Products Expo - March 7-8,2009 The “11th Illinois Products Expo ... A Food and Cooking 
Extravaganza” will be March 7-8, 2009, in the Orr 

Building, Illinois State Fairgrounds, Springfield, 111. The 
Expo is open to the public. The cost to attend is only $4 
(children 10 and under - free). 

More than 70 Illinois food companies 
(and a few non-food companies) will be 
exhibiting. Food companies will provide 
free food samples and most of these products 
will also be available to purchase at the 
Expo. 

The “Illinois Wine and Cheese Garden” 
will once again be a featured attraction 
at the Expo. At least 20 Illinois wine 
companies will participate. They will sell 
wine samples (for a nominal fee) and they 
will sell their wine by the glass and by the 
bottle. 

The hours of the Expo are: 10 a.m. 
- 5 p.m. Saturday, March 7 and 11 a.m. - 
4 p.m. Sunday, March 8. A Weber Genesis® 
E-310™ gas grill (retail value-$799) and 
numerous “Illinois Products” gift baskets 

will be given away as door prizes. 
The Illinois Department of Agriculture, Bureau of 

Marketing and Promotion is coordinating the event. For 
more information, contact Larry Aldag, 217-524'3012, or 
larry.aldag@illinois.gov. ■ 

Clean Energy Tax Incentives Now Available President Bush signed the $700 
billion Emergency Economic 

Stabilization Act of 2008 (H.R. 

1424) into law in October, which 
also extended and enhanced critical 
tax credits and financing relating 

to renewable energy and energy 
efficiency. 

The Energy Improvement and 
Extension Act of 2008, which was 
attached to H.R. 1424, provides a 
one-year extension of the produc¬ 
tion tax credit (PTC) for wind 
energy, keeping the credit in effect 
through 2009. The bill also provides 
a two-year PTC extension, through 
2010, for electricity produced from 
geothermal, biomass and solar energy 
facilities, as well as trash-to-energy 
facilities, small hydropower facilities 
using irrigation water, capacity 
additions to existing hydropower 
plants, and hydropower facilities 
added to existing dams. 

The act also continues the Clean 
Renewable Energy Bonds (CREBs) 
program. Under these provisions, 
the CREBs program receives a new 

$800 million authorization, with one- 
third of that reserved for qualifying 
renewable energy projects of electric 
cooperatives. 

The act also creates a new 10 per¬ 
cent tax credit for certain combined 
heat and power systems and for geo¬ 
thermal heat pumps (up to $2,000). 
In addition, the bill also provides 
accelerated depreciation for utilities 
installing smart meters and smart grid 
systems. 

In terms of energy efficiency and 
alternative fuels, the act extends and 
revives a number of energy efficiency 
tax incentives for buildings, creates 
new tax credits for efficient vehicles, 
and extends and modifies tax credits 
for biofuels. 

For more information go to www. 
energystar.gov and click on Tax 
Credits Under the Energy Bill. ■ 

If you install a geothermal heat pump, you are now eligible for federal tax incentives under 

the Energy Improvement and Extension Act of 2008, passed as part of the Emergency 

Economic Stabilization Act of 2008. The legislation offers a maximum tax credit of 

$2,000. The legislation also provides a credit of 10 percent of the total investment, with 

no maximum credit, for commercial system installations. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • February 2009 



Lake Land College to Host Alternative Energy Conference Lake Land College will host the second annual Energy 
Innovation Conference on Feb. 25-27 on its campus 

in Mattoon, 111. The Honorable Chuck Hartke, former 
Director of the Illinois Department of Agriculture, will 
kick off the conference with the keynote address at 1 p.m 
Wednesday. Additional highlights include a legislative 
panel at 4 p.m. Thursday. Everyone is invited to attend 
and ask state legislators questions about current or future 

legislative bills concerning energy. 
Attendees can choose presentations from an 

agricultural/residential or an academic tract. Select work¬ 
shops will be open to the public. Vendors will be available 
to share their expertise on energy savings initiatives 
and products. More information about the conference is 
available online at www.energyconf.org or call 217-234' 
5215. ■ 

The Green Value of Keeping Old Cars Even with the drop 
in gas prices you 

may be wondering if 
it’s better to drive an 
older, well-maintained 
car that gets about 25 
miles per gallon, or 
to buy a new car that 
gets about 35 miles per 
gallon? 

You might be sur¬ 
prised to learn that 
it makes more sense 
from a green perspective to keep your 
old car running and well maintained 
as long as you can. There are sig¬ 
nificant environmental costs to both 
manufacturing a new automobile 
and adding your old car to the ever¬ 
growing collective junk heap. 

A 2004 analysis by Toyota 
found that as much as 28 percent 
of the carbon dioxide emissions 
generated during the lifecycle of a 
typical gasoline-powered car can 
occur during its manufacture and 
its transportation to the dealer. The 
remaining emissions occur during 

driving. Although recycling is great, 
there are environmental impacts, too, 
even if your old car is junked, dis¬ 
mantled and sold for parts. 

If you simply must change your 
vehicle, be it for fuel efficiency or any 
other reason, one option is to simply 
buy a used car that gets better gas 
mileage than your existing one. 

For more information on fuel 
efficiency or emissions go to 
www.fueleconomy.gov; www.track 
yourgasmileage.com; www.mpg 
tune.com; www.mymilemarker.com 
Source: EarthTalk www.emagazine.coml 

Obama Selects 
LaHood for 
Transportation 
Secretary Former Illinois Congressman 

Ray LaHood, R-Peoria, was 
appointed to the Transportation 
Secretary post on the Obama 
cabinet. LaHood had already 
decided to step down from his 
congressional seat after serving 

14 years. A Republican, LaHood 
was a leader in the efforts to 
make the floor of the House less 
partisan. Respected by both sides 
of the aisle, he was the presiding 
officer of more debates than any 
other member and was in the 
chair during most of President Bill 
Clinton’s impeachment a decade 
ago. In 1999, electric co-op leaders 
recognized his leadership with 
the Illinois Electric Cooperatives’ 
Public Service Award. He will 
join Secretary of Defense Robert 
Gates as the other Republican 
member of the Obama cabinet. ■ 

Vet School Clinical Trials Offer Hope for the Future There are few places in the world where one might find 
a veterinary surgeon performing a hip replacement 

on a dog, a student learning how to read an EKG from 
a race horse and a researcher helping to find a cure for 
bone cancer. But at the University of Illinois College of 
Veterinary Medicine, which is one of only 28 veterinary 
schools in the country, it’s just another day. 

Dr. Laura Garrett is a veterinary oncologist at the 
Veterinary Teaching Hospital in Urbana. She is one of 
approximately 100 veterinary oncologists in the country. 
Dr. Garrett is currently conducting a clinical trial to help 

discover a better treatment for dogs with osteosarcoma, or 
bone cancer. 

Several of the medications used in clinical trials in 
veterinary schools go on to become FDA-approved drugs 
for human use. For example, Dr. Garrett explains that, 
“There is currently a melanoma vaccine licensed for use 
in dogs and now they are looking into developing one for 
people.” 

Currently, the hospital has nine clinical trials ranging 
in focus from arthritis and dermatology, to rehabilitation 
and feline kidney disease. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING * www.icl.coop 
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At your electric co-op, we don’t simply send electricity to your home. We look out for you and your entire 

community. And we do so for a very simple reason—it’s our community too. That’s why we are always 

working to keep the lights on and our costs down. Because we pay the same bills you pay. Your hometown 

is our hometown. And together, we can’t go wrong. 

m Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives 

Your Touchstone Energy® Partner Looking out for y 



By Jonie Larson 
Photos courtesy of Lincoln Institute for Education, Inc. 

Age is working to Fritz Klein’s ad¬ 
vantage. With each passing year, 

he believes he looks more and more 
like the man he often strives to be: 
Abraham Lincoln. 

The storybook tale of Klein por¬ 
traying Lincoln started in 1976 while 
living in Hawaii. He was a career land¬ 
scaper who performed on occasion in 
community theater. One of his initial 
roles was an 1820s New England char¬ 
acter, who wore a long coat and top 
hat. Someone saw him in that role and 
envisioned him as a Lincoln. 

That was the beginning. 
“When I tried to actually look like 

him, I found some striking similarity,” 
Klein says. 

He stands 6 foot 3 inches, less 
than an inch shorter than the real Lin¬ 
coln stood. With inserts in his shoes, 
that puts Klein right in line with the 
16th president. 

But his height is the least of the 
many things that makes Klein a well- 
known Lincoln impersonator in this 
state and many others. Over the years 
he has developed a full Lincoln portfo¬ 
lio that finds him traveling the country. 

Klein, who now lives in Spring- 
field and has a schedule that’s filling 
up by the day in this bicentennial year 
marking Lincoln’s birthday, finds a lot 
to admire about the man who led the 
country so many years ago. 

“Lincoln is a wonderful character. 
He wasn’t flawless, but his good points 
are so (in the forefront) in the Ameri¬ 
can memory,” Klein says. 

Klein says Lincoln was someone 
to look up to, much the way the Chris¬ 
tian society finds strength in Christ. 
He clarified that. 

“Abraham Lincoln was no way like 
Christ, but he is inspiring. He came 
from humble beginnings. If he can be 
that kind of person, why can’t the rest 
of us?” Klein questions. 

Klein says in his many portrayals 
of the 19th century leader, he likes to 
take the circumstances of Lincoln’s 
day and make them relevant to present 
times. 

With Lincoln’s political career 
taking root in Illinois, one can only 
speculate what Lincoln would think 
about the election of Illinois Senator 
Barack Obama and the accusations 

leveled against Gov. Rod Blagojevich. 
Who better to theorize on Lincoln’s 
reaction than Klein, a man who has 
read and studied his many actions and 
reactions. 

“The attorney general recently 
said Lincoln would be shocked by 
Blagojevich. My viewpoint differs. 
Lincoln’s strength was that he was not 
particularly shocked by human behav¬ 
iors. He worked with people who had 
imperfections. In his own administra¬ 
tion, he discovered some corruption,” 
Klein says. 

So, what would have surprised 
Lincoln in today’s society? Klein says 
Lincoln would have been surprised “in 
a good way” with the advancement of 
technology. 

“He loved inventions ... he was 
the only president in history who owns 
a patent on his own invention” - a lift 
of sorts to help boats maneuver over 
sandbars and debris, as Klein describes 
it. 

“No one ever bought it, but it was 
a great idea.” 

What would trouble Lincoln? 
“He was very much concerned 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 



about the exclusion of any segment 
of society,” Klein says. Parallel to 
that, Klein thinks Lincoln also 
would have been distraught with 
abortion. 

“I think he would have worked 
on behalf of unborn children, but 
that’s a wild guess,” Klein says. 

He adds to the dimension of 
Lincoln by reminding us that Lin- 
coin was very concerned about the 
advancement of the system - that 
his early focus wasn’t on slavery, 
as so many might think. Klein said 
Lincoln believed that slavery was 
on a natural course of extinction, 
which would occur as the country 
developed. Because of that belief, 
Lincoln was first focused on many 
other things plaguing the country - 
all time highs in public intoxication 
and immigration and a banking crb 
sis. Of course, all of that changed 
as the Civil War became a reality. 

Fritz Klein, pictured here and on 
the cover, is part of a corporation that 

promotes Lincoln and a few other presi¬ 
dential impersonators. Those interested 
in hiring Klein can contact him through 
www.lincolninstitute.com 

A schedule of Klein’s upcoming ap¬ 
pearances appears on www.icl.coop. 

Traveling with Lincoln 
You can find a piece of Lincoln history 
in every corner of Illinois 

By Jonie Larson 

Feb. 12 marks the celebration of the 200th birthday of the 16th 
president of the United States. The fact that he ran as a Republican 
fades in the memories of most, thinking more of his valiant efforts 
to lead a country through its greatest internal conflict. 

Thousaruls of books have been authored on the man, the Internet 
is full of lore about him, and each of us carries around his picture 
in our wallets and change purses. 

And so, we ask, what can a magazine that circulates through 
the state’s rural communities, tell us about this man that we 
don’t already know? Your co-op leaders have helped provide those 
answers. 

He stood in Galena 
Let’s review some of Lincoln’s no¬ 

table appearances starting in northern 
co-op land - in the picturesque town 
of Galena. Lincoln spoke twice in that 
area, once in his early years, the other 
just a few years before his presidency. 
The date of his second visit was in July 
1856. 

Patrick G. Keleher, Vice President 
of Energy Services at Jo-Carroll Energy, 
Elizabeth, Ilk, introduced us to Steve 

Repp, historical librarian in Galena. 
Repp provided a clipping from the 
Galena Daily Advertiser, which details 
Lincoln’s visit on that date. 

Lincoln stood high above the 
main street that day, overlooking a 
large crowd from the balcony of the 
De Soto House (pictured above). 
Described as being “argumentative,” 
Lincoln retraced the history of slavery 
and the “consequences of permitting 
the curse to spread itself.” He declared 
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Portraying Lincoln 
The messages delivered by 

Abraham Lincoln were so powerful 

that they continue to resonate in 

2009, not only in print, but through 

impersonations. 

Here, is yet another man, 

James Keeran, known primarily in 

Com Belt territory, for his portray* 

als. Read more on Keeran 

at www.icl.coop. 

Persons interested in contacting 

Keeran about portraying Lincoln, 

can call him at 309*829*3640. 

in his speech that greatness had been 
achieved because of freedom. 

The balcony where Lincoln towe¬ 
red over the crowd still has its place at 
the De Soto, but is rather non-descript 
to the many tourists that wander the 
streets of the restored town. But look 
up next time you walk by the De Soto. 
A vision of Lincoln, crawling out a 
second story window and then leaning 
over the railing to address the crowds, 
is really rather easy to conjure up in 
this town of yesteryear. 

Across the state line 
Venture just a bit farther north 

where Marty Berg, Member Relations 
Manager for Rock Energy Cooperative, 
Janesville, Wise., put us in touch with 
personnel at the William Tallman 
home, 440 N. Jackson St., Janesville. 
It is there, where Lincoln bonded with 
Tallman on Oct. 1 and 2 of 1859, star¬ 

ting a friendship that would endure 
until Lincoln’s untimely death. 

Tina Love, Volunteer Coordi¬ 
nator for the historic Italianate villa 
mansion, provided some details about 
Lincoln’s overnight stay with the 
Tallman family. She said Lincoln had 
spoken at the state fair in Milwaukee 
and was on a speaking tour in Beloit, 
Wise. Like Lincoln, Tallman was an 
attorney, an abolitionist and an agri¬ 
culturalist. Tallman sent word, asking 
Lincoln to stay overnight at his home. 

Lincoln, once elected president, 
would continue his correspondence 
with the Tallman family, helping one 
of their sons earn a job in a prestigious 
office of government. Their daughter, 
who appeared to be a little smitten 
with the president, would write to 
him. He regularly answered her 
letters, according to Love. 

The Janesville Area Convention 
and Visitors Bureau, annually hosts 
a Civil War festival in July where 
Lincoln, Mary Todd and General 
Grant make appearances. This year 
the festival is planned for July 18 and 
19. 

Details on celebrations in Janes¬ 
ville can be accessed and verified at 
www. j ane s villec vb. com/lincoln. asp 

Man hanged after 
Lincoln loses case 

In 1839, mid-state and far west 
in Carthage, III., home to Western 
Illinois Electric, a most significant 
Lincoln appearance took place. 
Lincoln, as an attorney, represented a 
man in a trial, lost the case, resulting 
in the man’s hanging. 

As the story is told by Brenda 
Pyatt, Community Development 
Director for Carthage, the crime 
centered around a fight on a river- 
boat, supposedly over a cigar. William 
Fraim, one of the parties upset in the 
dispute, apparently stabbed and killed 
a man. 

In the one-day trial at the 
courthouse, Lincoln tried to get Fraim 
off, but failed. Fraim was hanged a few 
weeks later at a festive event, Pyatt 
says, noting that school dismissed for 
the spectacle and families brought 
out picnics to observe. Justice was 

delivered swiftly in Lincoln’s day. 
Lincoln’s other visits to the area 

occurred during the Lincoln-Douglas 
debates. Markers exist throughout 
the county, showing places where 
Lincoln debated. 

He visited friends in 
Lewiston 

Moving back over into the 
territory served by Spoon River 
Electric Cooperative, Canton, 111., 
folks can still stop in front of a home 
where Lincoln often visited good 
friend, Major Newton Walker. The 
home, now a private residence, was 
the gathering place for the two men 
on many occasions. According to 
tourism information from the Web, 
Walker and Lincoln served together 
in the state legislature and it was in 
this home that Lincoln stayed and 
was often entertained. 

See the home and read more 
about it on Web sites in the Spoon 
River Electric Co-op territory: www. 
lewistownillinois.us and www.fulton- 
countytourism.org 

Attorney on the Circuit in 
Shelby County 

Years before Lincoln would 
be running for the presidency, he 
was an attorney, serving on the 8 th 
Judicial Circuit, which is a part of the 
Shelby Electric Cooperative territory 
southeast of Springfield. The Vice 
President of Media and Public Rela¬ 
tions Kevin Bernson says Freddie Fry, 
Director of Tourism in Shelby County, 
is the go-to person on Lincoln history 
in the Shelby area. 

Fry says Lincoln traveled the 
area in 1853 and 1854, debating with 
Anthony Thornton, an attorney 
and local politician. She likened the 
debates to today’s CNN - a place 
people turn to get the story. 

In that decade, Fry says Lincoln 
represented clients in 35 cases, most 
of them regarding debt. 

In her studies, Fry has concluded 
that “Central Illinois was the hotbed of 
politics.” She said while Chicago was 
the hub of industry and jobs, it was 
downstate that made decisions that 
would move the country westward. 
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Lincoln represented a 
slave owner 

Moving on over to more easterly 
regions of the state, Coles and Edgar 
counties are home to many Lincoln 
connections. EnerStar Electric Co-op’s 
Manager of Member Services Angela 
Griffin, helped us find the links, one 
of the greatest being the home of Dr. 
Hiram Rutherford, a man marked 
by history as a friend of Lincoln and 
someone who championed human 
rights. 

The story, in short, is about the 
doctor’s attempt to free some slaves 
that had been brought north by a 
Kentucky slave owner to help harvest 
crops. The slaves, fearing their family 
would be separated, fled in the night, 
taking shelter with Rutherford and 
another man. The Kentucky slave 
owner, General Robert Matson, sued 
the two for detaining his slaves. 

Lincoln enters the picture at this 
point. Rutherford asked his friend Lin¬ 
coln to represent him against Matson, 
but Matson had already hired Lincoln. 
This case, in which Lincoln represents 
a slave owner, has been the study of 
scholars for years, according to a Coles 
County Legal History Project. 

The home of Rutherford still 
stands in Oakland, 111. It is open to 
visitors. Other links to Lincoln sites 
can be found on www.icl.coop. 

Lincoln at New Salem 
Like Springfield, 111., Lincoln’s 

New Salem State Historic Site, is a 
popular tourist destination. Located 
about 2 miles south of Petersburg and 
about 20 miles northwest of Springfield 
in Menard Electric Cooperative’s 
territory, it is a reconstruction of the 
village where Abraham Lincoln spent 
his early adulthood. 

According to the Web site www. 
lincolnsnewsalem.com, the six years 
Lincoln spent in New Salem formed a 
turning point in his career. Although 
he never owned a home in the area, 
Lincoln was engaged in a variety of 
activities while he was at New Salem. 

The village is home to 12 log 
houses. The old buildings have been 
reproduced and furnished as they 
might have been in the 1830s. 

"W 

m 

Statues of Lincoln 
and Douglas in 
Jonesboro’s Lincoln 
Memorial Park. 

Ils?5 

Tourists can visit the 700-acre site 
from March 1 to Oct. 31 when it is 
open from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Wednesday 
through Sunday. Hours throughout the 
remainder of this month will be 8 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Wednesday through Sunday. 
Lor verification of hours before visiting 
call: 217-632-4000. 

Southern towns 
celebrate debates 

Steps painted on this southern 
sidewalk by a Jonesboro resident last 
year continue to mark the steps Lin¬ 
coln took enroute to debate Stephen 
A. Douglas back in 1858. The two 
men were vying for a U.S. Senate seat 
from Illinois, making the town and the 
area - then known as Egypt - the third 
site of seven debates that took place in 
the state. 

Just last year the area of Anna and 
Jonesboro, towns located in Southern 
Illinois Electric Cooperative territory, 
celebrated the sesquicentennial of 
those debates. A Union County com¬ 
mittee known as PA.S.T. - Promoting 
Appreciation of Structural Treasures 
- was formed to organize the event. It 
also took the initiative to get a grant 
from the Illinois Lincoln Bicentennial 
Commission to help acquire two bron¬ 
ze statues, one of Lincoln, the other of 
Douglas. The figures stand in Lincoln 
Memorial Park in Jonesboro. 

Jerri Schaefer, Director of 
Communications for Southern Illinois 
Electric, put us in touch with Linda 
Hileman, who co-chairs PA.S.T. with 
her husband Duane. Linda Hileman 
said Lincoln stayed in Anna with D.L. 
Phillips, a friend and one of the few 
Republicans in that area at that time. 

PA.S.T. is hosting a 200th 
birthday dinner and a breakfast with 
Abe this month. The dinner will be at 
6 p.m., Peb. 6 at Great Boars of Lire. 
Reservations for the dinner are being 
taken by phoning 618-833-8745. Cost 
of the dinner is $25. 

“Breakfast With Abe” will follow 
the next morning from 9 to 10 a.m. at 
the Sunshine Inn, S. Main St., Anna. 
Cost is $5. Lincoln impersonator Geor¬ 
ge Buss will be attending the events. 
Proceeds will be going to help PA.S.T. 
purchase the D.L. Phillips home, a 
$200,000 preservation investment 
for the community. Readers wishing 
to contribute toward the purchase, 
can send funds to PA.S.T, 190 White 
Pine, Anna, 111. 62906. 

This is not a complete list of 
rural areas Lincoln visited. Other 
well-known tourist sites exist in 
Illinois. More links can be found on 
www.icl.coop. 

Test your 
knowledge of Abe 
What group did Abraham Lincoln head 
up in Illinois! 

■ The Illinois Whigs 
■ The Long Nine 
■ The Right Brothers 
■ The Law Journal 

Take our online quiz at www.icl.coop and 
see how much you know about our 16th 
president. its 
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All I Wanted for Christinas was a Generator 
Keep the lights on with safe use of backup generators 

"A typical 5.5 kilowatt 
generator can produce 

as much carbon 
monoxide gas as six 

idling cars." 

Every time I see a friend or family member who 

has a home generator, I think to myself how 

fortunate and prepared they are in the event a bad 

storm knocks out their power. I’ve even thought 

about looking into the purchase of a generator 

for my own home in Chatham, 111. It would be so 

handy to step outside, fire up my instant source of 

electricity, go back inside and be the electrical hero 

for my family. 

Some co-op members should consider a backup 

generator if there’s a medical situation that requires 

electricity, or if there’s a business need that justifies 

having a backup generator. 

I really do want to be the hero of my family 

when the power goes out, but I have come to 

realize that there’s much more to backup generators 

than most of us realize. You want to size the 

generator to meet your needs and not kill your 

budget. But most importantly, there are safe prac¬ 

tices you must observe before putting a generator 

into service at your home, farm or business. 

I wanted to share some of the key facts I found 

out about generators this winter so the next time 

you or I are tempted to rush out and make that 

purchase, we’ll have more knowledge in this area. 

One of the most important things to keep in 

mind about a generator is that they produce carbon 

monoxide (CO) in their exhaust, which could easily 

asphyxiate an entire family should 

the fumes enter the house through a 

window or open vent. The CO gas, a 

byproduct of combustion, is invisible 

and odorless and can linger for some 

time in confined spaces, easily over¬ 

coming an unsuspecting homeowner. 

According to a study of the 

Center for Disease Control and 

Prevention (CDC), a typical 

5.5-kilowatt generator can produce 

as much carbon monoxide gas as 

six idling cars. In fact, after a recent hurricane 

season, the CDC and the Florida Department of 

Health reported 160 hospitalizations and at least 

five deaths attributed to the improper use and ven¬ 

tilation of home generators. 

Jack Campbell, a mechanical engineer, warns 

consumers to never operate a generator inside 

the home or under a porch or carport. He says 

best operation of the generator is done when it’s 

more than 10 feet away from the home, and the 

exhaust of the generator is pointing away from the 

home. If you have gas appliances in your home 

you should’ve already installed a carbon monoxide 

detector. But don’t create a hazard with your 

generator, assuming your detector will save you. 

Campbell says he’s seen some horrendous 

“hookups” and misuse of power cords when used 

with generators, which can all lead to some serious 

safety issues. 

The ideal situation, if you are thinking about a 

generator, is to have a licensed electrician look at 

your home, access your emergency power needs and 

make recommendations. 

Part of your plans should include having a 

licensed electrician install a double pole, double 

throw transfer switch for your generator. This can 

be costly, but also is the safest way to operate your 

generator. The double switch is used to prevent 

the flow of electricity back onto your co-op’s power 

lines. The switch is used to isolate your homes 

electrical system from the co-op’s power lines 

while your generator is in use, preventing a dan¬ 

gerous back feed situation. It will also protect your 

generator from damage. 

Also, to prevent the possibility of electrical 

shock, keep cords from sitting in water or puddles. 

If you have electrical cords that are damaged or are 

missing an outer jacket, replace those immediately. 

Lastly, proper use and storage of fuel is 

essential! Do not store fuel in the house and do not 

add fuel while the generator is running. Clean up 

any spilled gas before restarting the generator. 

A generator can really be a life-saver during an 

ice outage, like several of our co-ops experienced 

this year, but it can also create a life-threatening 

hazard if not used properly. 

As always, if you have any questions about 

generators, don’t hesitate to contact your local 

electric cooperative. Be safe, and have confidence 

that your co-op linemen will do their best to keep 

those lights on. ■ 

Ken Macken is Manger of Safety and 
Loss Control for the Association of 
Illinois Electric Cooperatives, 
kmacken@aiec.coop, 217-241-7933. 
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Down? 
Let ClimateMaster Geothermal Heating and 

Cooling Systems Cure Your Pain 

Check out 
these advantages 

at Uses nature’s renewable energy 

at Save up to 70% on heating costs 

at Comfortable and quiet 

at Clean and safe - no carbon monoxide 

m Free hot water 

Ot Tax credits in 2006 

Contact your local dealer for more information 
Auburn, IL 
Lonnie L Winn Heating 

& Cooling 
217-438-1235 

Bloomington, IL 
Pro-Air 
309-452-3415 

Carbon Cliff, IL 
Swanson Mechanical 
309-373-4773 

Carbondale, IL 
Jacobs Air Conditioning 

& Heating, Inc. 
618-529-2989 

Champaign, IL 
Lanz Heating & Cooling 
217-202-6858 

Dubuque, IA 
All Season’s Heating 

& Cooling, Inc. 
563-582-2584 

Effingham, IL 
Merz Heating & A/C 
217-342-2323 

CUMATEMASTER 
S' WE SELL 

^“R6V 

Elburn,IL 
J R Herra, Inc. 
630-365-6266 

Griggsville, IL 
Pike County Heating & Cooling 
217-833-2488 

Jacksonville, IL 
Brennan Sheet Metal 
217-245-7181 

Jerseyville, IL 
Vanausdoll Heating 

& Cooling 
618-498-4349 

Marion, IL 
Ponder Service, Inc. 
618-977-8900 

Quality Geothermal Heating, Cooling and Hot Water WWW.climatemaster.com 

Newark, IL 
Newark Mechanical 
815-695-1467 

Paxton, IL 
L & R Heating & 

Cooling, Inc. 
217-379-3191 

Pekin, IL 
Central Heating & A/C 
309-696-9080 

Sugar Grove, IL 
TRICO Mechanical 
630-466-3662 

Taylorville, IL 
Yard Heating & Cooling 
217-824-4737 

Villa Grove, IL 
R C Plumbing & Heating 
217-832-9744 



How to Start Your Own Seeds 
It will give you cheaper choices and you can share 

The dreary winter months are the ideal time to 
get a start on gardening, though lately most of us 

have been looking to garden centers, 
nurseries and big box stores to do 
the work for us. Maybe times are 
changing. 

Not too long ago, the green 
thumbers would think nothing of 
purchasing seeds through a catalog 
company and starting their own 
plants for the garden. Vegetables 
were the primary seeds started, 
though some looked at flowers, 
while others attempted some 
perennials. The truly adventurous 
thought nothing of ordering the 
near dust-like petunia seeds and 
giving them a go. 

Let’s face it - starting your own seeds holds 
several advantages over purchasing plants locally at 
some store, though there are distinct disadvantages 
as well. 

It’s good to have choices 
First, you can choose exactly what plants or 

cultivars to sow. You may desire a certain type or 
color unavailable locally. Let’s say you rightly dis¬ 
like the color pink, while others foolishly think it’s 
the best thing since sliced bread. 

“Starting your own seeds 
holds several advantages 
over purchasing plants 
locally at some store." 

Cheaper, too 
Sowing seeds is also 

an inexpensive means of 
obtaining a large quantity of 
plants. The cost of raising 
100 marigolds is much less 
than buying them. True, you 
may not need 100 marigolds. 
The good news is that 
most seeds can be saved for 

several years, so you don’t have to plant the entire 
packet in 2009. 

Share with others 
Or, you can work out an agreement with 

some others to share plants. Let’s say you raise 
100 tomatoes, someone else raises 100 geraniums, 
another grows 100 cardoon, and a fourth person 
produces 100 salvia. Get together over coffee in 
April and share three-quarters of your stock with 
the other, ending up with other plants. Add or 

subtract the number of plants depending on the 
number of people in your group. 

Four factors for success 
Seeding success can be 

attributed to four factors: quality 
seeding medium, moisture, tem¬ 
perature and light. 

Most homeowners use 
houseplant soil for starting seeds. 
Packaged mixes are satisfactory as 
long as the material is sterilized. 
If the mix isn’t sterilized or the 
package has been open, sterilize the 
soil by placing the moistened soil 
in a metal pan for 30 minutes in a 
200 degree Fahrenheit oven. An old 

meat thermometer should register between 130 and 
140 degrees. By the way, cooking soil does stink. 
Cooking bags used for turkey are a good option to 
contain the smell. Opening windows is another. 

Houseplant soil should be loose and well- 
drained. If it isn’t, add peat moss, vermiculite 
or perlite. Some gardeners report success using 
individual peat pots for starting seeds. A common 
type is the Jiffy-7 pellet, which expands when wet. 
It looks like a cookie when dry, but doesn’t taste 
like one, though there is a lot of fiber in it. 

Keep it clean and cool 
Make sure your starting pots or trays are clean 

and sanitized as well. Run them through the dish¬ 
washer, or use hot soapy water. 

Order your seeds and keep them cool. The 
refrigerator is a great place to store them, but make 
sure the kids realize they aren’t to be sprinkled on 
pizza rolls, nachos or cookies. To be on the safe 
side, store them with the vegetables where they 
probably won’t be found. 

Next month, we’ll look at the actual tech¬ 
niques for starting seeds. That will give you more 
than enough time to get your transplants ready for 
spring planting. ■ 

David Robson is an Extension Educator, 
Horticulture, at the Springfield Extension 
Center, University of Illinois Extension, 
P.0. Box8199, Springfield, IL 62791. 
Telephone: 217-782-6515. 
E-mail: drobson@uiuc.edu. 



Open Mon-Fri 9-5 pm, 
Sat 9-4 pm, Sun 1-4 pm 

1-800-627-9443 

Design your own 
floorplan at no 

Visit our website at: 
designhomes.com 

Corporate Office: 
Hwy 35 ~ Prairie du Chien, Wl 53821 1-608-326-6041 {19 Models) 

Hwy 73 Exit on I-90, Edgerton, Wl 1-608-884-6263 (8 Models) 
7101 Hwy 61 S., Burlington, IA 52601 319-754-6100 {11 Models) 

1180 E. Price St., Eldridge, IA 52748 (8 Models) 

ACHJACIP* 
. peilftfrs 

KILL 
LAKE 

WEEDS 

Proven AQUACIDE PELLETS 
Marble size pellets. Work at any depth. 

"Spread it and forget it!" 
Before After 

10 lb. can treats up to 4,000 sq.ft. $76.50. 

50 lb. carton treats up to 20,000 sq.ft. $295.00. 

FREE SHIPPING! Certified and approved for use 

by state agencies. State permit may be required. 

Registered with the Federal E.P.A. 

800-328-9350 
www.KillLakeWeeds.com/237 

Write for FREE information: 

AQUACIDE CO. 
Our 54th year 
Po Box 10748, DEPT. 237 
White Bear Lake, MN 55110-0748 

Sel&ct^ 

On&'Vay 
Ventures 
Dr. John Ronan DDS 

& Associates 
Can Offer You 

Dentures, Partials 
& Extractions 

ONE-DAY SERVICEi 
NTU 

[$124# \ $154 

Office Hours: Monday-Friday 8 to 4 
Call for an Appointment 

(217-479-8444) 
(1-877-565-8981) 

1201 W. Walnut, Jacksonville, IL 62650 
Payment Accepted 

Cash, Mastercard or Visa 
/Vo Personal Checks 

Never have to buy fuel — oil, gas, kerosene, wood — ever again! 

Your Benefits with Hydro-Sil: 
■ Zone controlled heating cost with Hydro-Sil 
■ No service contracts. Lifetime warranty. 
■ Safe, complete peace of mind 
■ Clean, no fumes, environmentally safe 
■ U.L listed 
■ No furnaces, ducts, or chimneys 
■ Preassembled — ready to use 
■ Portable (110V) or permanent (220V) 

Whole house heating or single room 

Hydro-Sil is a high performance individual 

room heating system that allows you to control 

your home heating cost by replacing old 

and inefficient heating. It can replace or 

supplement your electric heat, gas or oil 

furnace and woodstoves. 

A one-time purchase that will last a lifetime: 

inside the heater is a sealed copper chamber 

filled with a harmless silicone fluid designed 

for heat retention qualities. The fluid is quickly 

heated by a varying amount of micro-managed 

proportional power. This exclusive technology 

greatly increases energy efficiencies. 

Check ■ MasterCard ■ Visa ■ Discover 

1-800-627-9276 
www.hydrosil.com 

Hydro-Sil, P.0. Box 662, Fort Mill, SC 29715 

220 VOLT 
PERMANENT 

Approx. Area 
to Heot 

Discount 
Price S&H Qty. 

8’ 2000 w 250-300 sf $319 $25 

6’ 1500 w 180-250 sf $289 $25 

5'1250 w 130-180 sf $259 $25 
4’ 1000 w 100-130 sf $239 $18 

3’ 750 w 75-100 sf $189 $18 

2’ 500 w 50-75 sf $169 $18 
Thermostats - Call for options & exact heater needed. 

110 VOLT PORTABLES 
(Thermostat included.) 

Discount 
Price 

S&H Qty. 

5' Hydro-Max 750-1500 w $229 $25 

3’ 750 w-Silicone $179 $18 

Heavy-Duty 240v $329 $25 

Total Amount 

Name   

Address_ 

City  

Zip  Phone 

MasterCard, Visa or Discover Account Information: 

Acct #  

Expiration Date  



When Opposites Attract 
Dealing with the differences in temperature 

"Heat transfer is better 

using cnld groundwater in 

a geothermal unit than hot 

outside air from a standard 

air conditioning unit." 

I bet the first thought that you had when 
you read the title of this column was about 

marriage. Well, never fear, guys! That’s not the 
topic as this monthly column is always about 
energy efficiency. 

I received several complimentary comments 
about the December column, which taught you 
about Delta T and the driving force. You can 
review that column on the magazine’s Web site - 
www.icl.coop. At the risk of ruining a good thing, I 
want to go a little further with that topic because of 
its importance when analyzing the energy usage of 
a house. If you can understand these two columns, 
you might be ready to graduate to energy efficiency 
201. 

First, let’s do a little review about the Delta T. 
Remember you learned how warm air tries to get 
to the cold air until the temperatures are equal. 
This difference in temperatures between the warm 
location and the cold location is called a Delta 
T. You also learned how humid air tries to get to 
drier air until they are equal. And, hopefully, by 
now, you have a better understanding of why some 
houses have “sweaty” windows and some have areas 
where mold and mildew are present. 

A week before I wrote this current column, 
a dry cold front came from the northwest and 

collided with a large mass 
of warm, humid air. As a 
result, tornadoes developed, 
which destroyed hundreds 
of houses in Arkansas 
and neighboring states. 
Tragically, numerous lives 
were also lost. That is an 
example of a Delta T and 
driving force that we all 
could do without. By the 
way, if you know of families 

whose homes were destroyed and plan to rebuild, 
ask them to call me at my office at 501'653-7931 
and I will send them my new house construction 
video for free. I want them to build new houses 
that are super comfortable and super energy 
efficient. And, yes, I definitely suggest building safe 
rooms in new homes. 

While some Delta T situations are awful, 
such as those that produced the tornadoes, not all 
Delta Ts are bad. Parts of the nation received much 

needed rain from these storms. Our food and water 
supplies are also dependent on such rain. And if it 
were not for the Delta T phenomenon, we would 
have a difficult time cooling our homes in the 
summer. 

Consider this. When the thermostat says 
cooling is needed, your air conditioning unit sends 
warm, humid air through the cold coil. The air is 
cooled, condensation occurs in the coil and then 
trickles to a drip pan and through a little pipe to 
the outside of the house. The larger the Delta T, 
the better this system works. 

Geothermal systems, which use ground loops 
to tap the earth’s constant 58-degree temperature, 
have an advantage with the Delta T. That’s 
because a geothermal coil is simply colder than 
most other air conditioning coils, as it is working 
from cool ground temperatures and not the hot 
outside air. A regular air conditioning unit has an 
outside coil and on a hot summer day, the fan in 
the outdoor coil is pulling hot outside air across a 
coil in an effort to cool that coil. I have checked 
temperatures of that coil on numerous occasions 
and found it to regularly be more than 115 degrees. 
You can understand that the heat transfer is better 
using cold groundwater in a geothermal unit than 
hot outside air from a standard air conditioning 
unit. 

In addition to your air conditioning 
units, there are other things in the house that 
use Delta T in a positive way. Those include 
refrigerators, clothes dryers and water heaters, 
among others. 

Well, that’s all for the Delta T. I do, however, 
have to say something about marriage after all. 
A really kind lady once told a nice young couple 
that she thought their marriage was made in 
heaven. The young man replied, “So is thunder and 
lightning.” 

Until next time, stay warm and enjoy the good 
effects of the Delta T. ■ 

Doug Rye, the “Doctor of Energy 
Efficiency-the King of Caulk and Talk” 
can be heard on several different Illinois 
radio stations. Or you can go to his Web 
site at www.dougrye.com, e-mail him at 
info@philliprye.com, or call 888-Doug- 
Rye or 501-653-7931. You can also sign 
up for a free newsletter and order his 
“how to” videotapes. 



We understand 
farming. 

That’s why Farm Credit Services 
serves the agriculture com¬ 

munity so well with specialized 
products that are important to you: 

• Crop Insurance 
• Real Estate Loans 
• Machinery Loans 
• Operating Loans 

Become part of the Farm Credit 
Services family today. Whether 
we’re in the fields with you, or in 
the office for you — 
farming is our life too! 

Call 877.327.6345 
to find a branch near you. 

Farm Credit Services 
OF I L L 1 II 0 I S “M/e Understand' 

Serving Illinois’ 60 southern counties 

Smooth Out Rough Roads 
WITH THE DR® POWER GRADER! 
Here’s what makes the DR® POWER GRADER the fastest, easiest, 
and simply the best do-it-yourself driveway-grooming solution ever — 

PATENTED DESIGN enables you to 

loosen and regrade enormous amounts of 

materials with minimal power. 

POWERED ACTUATOR allows you 

to control grading depth from your towing 

vehicle with a remote control. 

CARBIDE-TIPPED SCARIFYING 
TEETH loosen the hardest composite surfaces. 

FILLS IN POTHOLES and wash outs, 

and smoothes washboard on gravel, lime¬ 

stone, dirt, or sand roads without hauling in 

new material, shoveling, or raking. 

Get a FREE DVD and Catalog 
with full details including models, low, factory-direct 

prices, and our 6-Month Risk-Free Trial offer. 

JREE 877-201-9253 
www.DRpowergrader.com 
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Fast- Ivi, 
Growing 
Trees for screen, 

shade and windbreak 

Green Rocket 
Hybrid Cedar® 
(Thuja Plicata x Standishii) 

• Evergreen - grows 3 ft. or 
more per year. 

• Use for year-round privacy 
screens and windbreaks. 

/USO 
available 

Fast-Growing 
Hardwoods 

For timber 
investment 
plantations 

Skyrise™ 
(Hybrid Salix) 

• Grows 5 ft. or more per year. 
• Thrives in wet sites 
• Use for windbreaks/wind 

diversion, property barrier, 
privacy/visual screens or shade. 

Other 
fast-growing 

trees and 
shrubs 

Some grow 
up to 6 ft. 
per year 

Call toll-free 888-749-0799 
For FREE color brochure or to place an order 

ADVANCED 

TREE TECHNOLOGY 
12818 Edgerton Rd. New Haven, IN 46774 

Toll-free 888-749-0799 
www.advancedtree.com ^ 
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Citizen Lobbyists Play 
a Key Role in Policymaking 

By Scott Gates 

Dn a humid summer day in Washington, D.C., a group of 
up-and-coming Illinois high school seniors attending the 

annual Rural Electric Youth Tour negotiate Capitol Hill, 
moments away from meeting 
with their U.S. Senator and 
Representative. At a crosswalk, 
a dark-suited passerby stops, 
recognizes the co-op T-shirts, 
and introduces himself with a 
smile: Chuck Penry, lobbyist 
and Associate Director of 
Government Relations with 
Arlington, Va.-based National 
Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association (NRECA). 

This is Penry in his element, 
pounding the pavement on 
Capitol Hill, meeting with 
policymakers on their turf to 
explain the consumer side of 
energy issues. 

“Government doesn’t quite 
work the way history books 
tell us,” explains Dena Stoner, NRECA Vice President of 
Government Relations. “An array of lobbyists and special 
interest groups are constantly vying for policymakers’ 
attention, all pushing their way as the right way. 

Efforts by electric co-op leaders like Stoner and Penry 
keep national energy policy debates focused on consumer 
concerns. These efforts work with support from the tens of 
thousands of grassroots voices being heard on Capitol Hill 
as personal letters and e-mails sent by consumers reach law¬ 
makers. Since electric co-ops operate in a heavily regulated 
industry where public policy carries far-reaching impacts, 
consumer involvement is particularly important. 

“There’s no question that the plans currently being 
made by policymakers could double and triple electricity 
rates and energy costs, easily, over the next decade or so,” 
stresses Stoner. “Consumers are speaking up before that 
happens, supporting our own efforts as lobbyists. The role of 
these concerned consumers - these ‘citizen lobbyists’- is key 
in shaping policy in the electric industry, where the role of 
government is very, very high.” 

The term “lobby” dates back to at least the 1600s as a 
place in the British House of Commons where citizens could 
meet with their representatives. Recognizing its importance, 
the First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution enshrined 
lobbying, along with freedom of religion, freedom of speech, 

freedom of the press, and freedom to protest, as a basic 
American right. 

NRECA was formed to provide electric cooperatives 
with legislative representation 
on a national level. Most local 
electric co-ops also belong to 
a statewide association that 
handles lobbying functions at the 
state level. 

“When consumers wake up in 
the morning, they’re not thinking 
about whether Congress could be 
marking up an important measure 
that could impact their electric 
bills,” says Stoner. “That’s what 
lobbyists are for. However, our 
efforts are greatly supported by 
consumers, who can explain to 
elected officials what their core 
issues are. That’s the essence of 
grassroots: It’s a powerful, per¬ 
suasive force that most special 
interest groups just don’t have.” 

Electric co-op lobbying efforts have recently been 
reinforced by “Our Energy, Our Future”™, an organized 
grassroots awareness campaign that puts co-op consumers 
directly in touch with U.S. senators and representatives. 
Over the past year, more than 1.5 million messages stressing 
the impact of energy policy on affordable electricity have 
been sent to members of Congress through letters, e-mail 
and hand-delivered notes. 

Penry credits engaged consumers for really getting 
through to the policy makers he meets with on Capitol Hill. 
State-level lobbyists - another important component of the 
grassroots process - also pave the way for Penry’s efforts. 
“Without local statewide support, we wouldn’t be seeing the 
positive response from Congress we currently have,” he says. 

“States drive our lobbying,” Penry says. “State-level 
lobbyists, co-op employees, and board members convey 
policy details to elected officials, and consumers really drive 
home why that policy matters. They make issues more local, 
and that’s really what elected officials care about - their 
constituency.” 

The glue that holds it all together are the very real, per¬ 
sonal messages from co-op consumers being sent to Capitol 
Hill through the “Our Energy, Our Future” initiative- 
dialogue that raises the co-op voice above the drumbeat of 
other special interest groups.  

Democracy is dependent on informed and involved 
citizens - citizen lobbyists. Each year electric co-ops 
send young co-op members to Washington, D.C. 
to visit with their electric leaders and to learn how 
democratically controlled co-ops work. In 2005, this 
group of young leaders from Illinois visited with then 
Senator and nou> President Barack Obama. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 



CO-OPS AND CONGRESS, TOGETHER WE 
CAN KEEP ELECTRICITY AFFORDABLE. 
These are hard economic times for America's families. Many are struggling 
to afford the basics: food, housing, and energy. 

In fact, the cost of electricity is up 40 percent since 2002 and projected to go even 
higher—and today's electricity supplies won't be able to keep pace with 
future demand. 

We need an answer right now to keep our electricity affordable. 

The solutions won't be easy—but America's electric cooperatives are ready 
to work with Congress toward an energy plan we can all afford. 

Ask your elected officials to work with America's consumer-owned, 
not-for-profit electric cooperatives. Together we can face these hard times 
with resolve to build a brighter future. 

Visit www.ourenergy.coop and get started. 

Our Energy, Our Future" 
A Dialogue With America 

America’s Electric 
Cooperatives 

"TUis is fUe \dv\A o-P cov\v\ecttov\ we HeeA." 



FINEST COOKING 

Scrambled Egg Casserole 
(above right) 

12 eees 
1 T. milk 
7 strips bacon 
1 sm. can cream of mushroom soup 
1 (5'Oz.) jar mushrooms 
1 C. Cheddar cheese, shredded 

Beat eggs and milk lightly. Microwave 
bacon until crisp and then crumble. 

Combine egg mixture with bacon, 
soup, mushrooms and cheese. Pour into a 
9xl3'inch pan and refrigerate overnight. 

Bake at 350° for 30 minutes. 

Strawberry Punch 
1 C. strawberries, blended 
1 (6-oz.) can frozen lemonade 

concentrate 
1 (6'OZ.) can frozen orange juice 

concentrate 
2 C. ginger ale 
1 pkg. strawberry Kool-Aid 
1-1/2 C. sugar 
1-1/2 C. water 
1 (2 liter) bottle of 7-Up 

Mix strawberries, lemonade, orange juice, 

ginger ale, Kool-Aid, sugar and water and 
freeze, stirring every 45 minutes. Add the 

7-Up before serving. 

Mary Todd’s Pecan Cake 
1 C. butter 
2 C.sugar 
6 eggs, separated 
4 C. flour 
1 tsp. baking powder 
1 tsp. baking soda 
3/4 lb. pecan pieces 
1 lb. raisins, chopped 
1 C. orange juice 
1/2 tsp. nutmeg 

Lightly cream butter. Add sugar and con¬ 

tinue to cream. Beat egg yolks until frothy 

and add to the sugar mixture. Combine 
flour, baking powder and baking soda. 

Dredge nuts and raisins in 1/4 C. of flour 
mixture. Alternately add orange juice 

and flour mixture. Beat well. Add pecans 
and raisins. Add nutmeg. Beat egg whites 
until stiff and fold into batter. Pour into 
a greased and floured pan (tube, fluted 
or Turks mold/Bundt pan) or into two 
smaller round cake pans. Bake at 350° for 
50-60 minutes. 

A. Lincoln CookboDl 
Who: Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and Museu 

Cost: $39.99, plus $8.95 shippii 

Details: hard-backed, three-ring-bour 

Pages of recipes: 3/ 

Send checks to: ALPLh 
212 North Sixth Street, Springfield, 1L 627( 

fc. or call 217-558-897 

SMI 

<* 

Photos by Catrina McCulley Wagner 
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Beat egg and add sugar and salt. Add commeal. Slowly add butter. Dissolve baking soda 
in cold water and add to mixture. Combine flour and baking powder and sift twice. 
Alternately add buttermilk and flour mixture to batter. Pour batter into muffin tins or 

combread-stick pans. Bake at 375° for about 15-20 minutes. 

Sarah Rutledge’s Com Muffins (below) 
1 egg 
3 T. sugar 
1 tsp. salt 
1 C. commeal 
4 T. butter, melted and cooled somewhat 

1/2 tsp. baking soda 
1 tsp. cold water 
1 C. flour 
4 tsp. baking powder 
1 C. buttermilk 

if ms 



Chicken Souffle Casserole 
9 slices of bread, crusts removed 
4 C. cooked chicken, diced 
1 C. fresh, sliced mushrooms 
1/4 C. butter 
1 sm. onion, chopped 
1 (8-oz.) can sliced water chestnuts 
1/2 C. mayonnaise 
9 slices sharp Cheddar 
4 eggs, beaten 
2 C. milk 
1 can cream of celery soup 
1 can cream of mushroom soup 
2 C. croutons 

Line a large, flat buttered baking dish 
with bread. Top with chicken. Saute 
mushrooms and onion in butter for 5 
minutes; spoon over chicken with water 
chestnuts. Dot with mayonnaise and top 
with cheese. Beat eggs, milk and 1 tsp. 
salt together; pour over chicken. Mix 
together soups and pour over all. Cover 
with foil and refrigerate overnight. Bake 
at 350° for 2 to 24/2 hours. Add croutons 
for the last 20-30 minutes of baking time. 

Chocolate Peanut Butter 
Brownies 

1/2 C. creamy or crunchy peanut butter 
1/4 C. butter, softened 
1 C. firmly packed light brown sugar 
2 eggs 
1 tsp. vanilla extract 
1 C. self-rising flour 
1 C. (6-oz.) semi-sweet chocolate chips 

Preheat the oven to 300°. Coat an 8-inch 
square baking pan with nonstick cooking 
spray. In a medium bowl, with an electric 
beater on medium speed, beat the peanut 
butter, butter and brown sugar until light 
and fluffy. Add the eggs, one at a time, 
beating well after each addition. Blend in 
the vanilla, then beat in the flour. Fold in 
the chocolate chips until well combined, 
then spread evenly in the baking pan. 
Bake for 45-50 minutes, or until golden. 
Remove from the oven and place the pan 
on a wire rack. Allow to cool completely 
before cutting. 

Cheesy Artichoke Dip 
1 (14-oz.) jar artichoke hearts, drained 

and chopped 
1 (8-oz.) pkg. Mozzarella cheese 
1/2 C. Parmesan cheese 
1 C. mayonnaise 

Mix artichoke hearts, cheeses and mayon¬ 
naise together. Pour into a small casse¬ 
role. Bake at 350° for 30 minutes, or until 
golden brown. Serve with crackers. 

1 lb. Navy beans, soaked overnight 
1 Ig. onion, chopped 
1 stick butter 
1/4 C. flour 
3/4 C. chicken broth 
2 C. half and half 
1 tsp. Tabasco sauce 
1 tsp. ground cumin 

Saute onions. Set aside. In a large stockpot, melt butter. Add in flour, stirring 
until a golden brown paste forms. Add chicken broth and half and half, stirring 
constantly until thickened. Add onions, Tabasco sauce, cumin, salt, pepper, 
green chilies, chicken and beans. Heat to a boil, then turn to low and simmer 
for 30 minutes. Serve with sour cream and Monterey Jack cheese. 

Visit www.icl.coDp to see an archive of past 
Illinois Country Living recipes. 
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A Healthy Heart to Love 
February is a time to think about 

hearts. Not just the Valentine’s Day 
kind, but also the hearts that beat 
inside our chests, keep us alive and 
allow us to spend more precious time 
with our loved ones. 

Heart disease is our number one 
killer, and one in three adults suffer 
from heart attack, stroke or other 
forms of cardiovascular disease. 

Since 1963, Congress has re¬ 
quired the president to proclaim Feb¬ 
ruary American Heart Month. And 
in Illinois, it’s also Women’s Heart 
Disease Awareness Month, thanks 
to a new state law. So, celebrate this 
month by taking a brisk walk, learn¬ 
ing CPR or trying out a new heart- 
healthy recipe like the one below. 

Chicken Breasts Stuffed with Ricotta and Goat Cheese 

Vegetable oil spray 1 T snipped fresh chives or chopped 
4 (4-oz.) boneless, skinless chicken green onions (green part only) 

breast halves, all visible fat Sauce 
discarded 1 (8-oz.) can no-salt-added tomato 

Stuffing sauce 
1 (7-oz.- cm. fat-free or reduced-fat 2 tsp. salt-free Italian herb seasoning 

ricotta cheese 1-1/2 tsp. chopped fresh oregano or 
2-oz. soft goat cheese 1/2 tsp. dried, crumbled oregano 
2 T snipped fresh parsley or 1 med. garlic clove, minced 

2 teaspoons dried, crumbled 1/4-1/2 tsp. salt 
1/8 tsp. pepper 

Directions: Preheat the oven to 350°F. Lightly spray a 1-quart casserole dish with 
vegetable oil spray. In a small bowl, stir together the stuffing ingredients. In anoth¬ 
er small bowl, stir together the sauce ingredients. Put the chicken with the smooth 
side up between two pieces of plastic wrap. Using a a rolling pin, lightly flatten the 
breasts to a thickness of 1/4 inch, being careful not to tear the meat. Spoon about 
one quarter of the stuffing down the middle of each breast. Starting with the short 
end, roll up the breast jellyroll style. Place the breast in the prepared casserole dish 
with the seam side down (no need to secure with toothpicks). Repeat with the 
other breasts. Spoon the sauce over the breasts. Bake, covered, for 40 to 45 min¬ 
utes, or until the chicken is no longer pink in the center. 

Nutrition Analysis (per serving) 
Calories   236 
Total Fat   5.5 g 

Saturated   3.5 g 
Polyunsaturated   0.5 g 
Monounsaturated   1-5 g 

Cholesterol 81 mg 
Sodium 481 mg 
Carbohydrates 7 g 
Fiber  1 g 
Protein 36g 
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* Ways 
to Lave Yaur Heart 

^ Start! Movin’ - Studies show that 
for every hour of regular, vigorous 
exercise, you could add two more 
hours to your life. Walking is an easy 
way to take advantage of that two- 
for-one deal. To learn more, visit 
www.heart.org/start. 

^ Qet the 411 - You know your 
phone number, your social security 
number, even your PIN number, but 
do you know the numbers that can 
save your life, like your cholesterol 
levels or blood pressure? Get your 
numbers from your doctor, and then 
try the free online heart checkup at 
www.goredforwomen.org. Learn your 
risk, and help protect yourself from 
heart disease and stroke. 

^ Stop Smoking - The health 
benefits start almost immediately, 
and within a few years of quitting 
your risk of stroke and coronary artery 
disease are similar to non-smokers. 
For tips on how, visit www.heart.org/ 
quitsmoking. 

Raise healthier kids - A recent 
study found that the neck arteries 
of obese children and teens look 
like those of 45-year-olds! This fatty 
buildup of plaque within arteries 
feeding the brain can lead to heart 
attack and stroke. Considering that 
one in three kids in the U.S. are 
overweight or obese, this is an issue 
we all need to be concerned about. 
Learn more about childhood obesity 
at www.healthiergeneration.org. 

^ Qet involved - You don’t have 
to be a doctor to save lives - just 
an advocate with the American 
Heart Association and the American 
Stroke Association. Go to www. 
yourethecure.org to learn more 
about how you can support 
important health legislation. 

For more healthy tips, 
call 1-800-AHA-USA1 

or visit www.americanheart.org. 



MARKETPLACE 

Miniature Mediterranean donkeys. 
Pet, show and breeding quality. Gray 
duns, chocolates, spotteds and blacks. 
Visitors welcome. Canton, IL. 309- 
647-7162. www.copperascreek.com. 

First Street Restaurant Equipment 
used sheers, tenderizers, grinders, 
meatsaws, ss sinks, tables. New and 
used cooking equipment, pottery 
wheels and kilns. 2615 So. First, 
Springfield, 217-522-3934, 217-971- 
8592. 

Wanted to buy: Standing timber, most 
species. Pay top prices. Call 217-285- 
2760. 

Authorized Rainbow distributor. 
Repairs, supplies and service. Living 
air purifiers. L&L Distributing, 116 S. 
VanBuren St., Newton, IL 62448. 
618-783-3755. 

Filter Queen/Defender sales, service 
and supplies. For free information, 
call 800-753-5401, 618-948-2874 or 
write She-N-I, Inc. RR1, Allendale, 
IL 62410. 

Insulation. 4x8 sheets, foil-backed 
foam. Also rolls of foil-bubble pak- 
insulation. All factory seconds. 
Contact Ken Nichols, 800-424'1256. 

41 white pine trees, delivered, planted, 
mulched. $64-50 per tree. Buy 10 get 
1 free. Call for other sizes, varieties or 
shades. Price may vary depending on 
geographical location, www.atwood 
trees.com. Call 217-886-2316 

Wanted: Indian artifacts of all kinds. 
Free appraisals. 309-338-3281 
evenings or leave a message. 

Artwork: Portraits in oil, home 
portraits in pen & ink - painted from 
your favorite photograph(s). Artist 
Becky Barker, rbarkerol@people. 
pc.com 815-635-3772. 

Vacation Rental Gulf Shores, AL. 
Beach Condo 2BR/2BA/WD/Pool/ 
Elevator/Covered parking/on the 
beach www.ourgulfbeachcondo.com 
636-477-1099. 

Wanted: Hay trolleys, hay forks from 
barns, large iron kettles, Myers pump 
jacks, Maytag wringer washer. Call 
Mark at 217-834-3331. 

Stay and Play in Southern Illinois’ 
Hardin County. Shawnee Forest, 
Ohio River, Garden of the Gods, 
Cave-in-Rock. www.hardin 
countyil.org. 618-287-4333. 

Let the pros lease your hunting rights. 
Liability insurance provided. Call for 
a free landowner’s packet. 1-866-309- 
1507. BaseCampLeasing.com. 

Saddles repaired: The very best 
quality. Affordably priced. Also make 
holsters, gun belts, saddles, purses, 
etc. Don Little, Petersburg 217-971- 
4866 

Allen’s Big Cat - Small Cat Excavating: 
No job too big or small. We do ponds, 
dams, levees, drainage ditches, fence 
rows and clean ups. Call 618-265- 
3470 

Pottery Classes and Workshops: 
Children and Adult, specializing in 
throwing on the Potters Wheel. Visit 
www.fryepottery.com or call 217-868- 
5583. 

Traveling soon? Let us care for your 
canine buddy(s). Kruz Kennel is 
located in Waterloo. We have been 
caring for pets since 1999. 618-939- 
DOGS. 

Central Illinois Properties wanted: 
Horse farms, hunting or farm land, 
gas stations, motels, vineyards, 
Victorian & country homes, B&B’s, 
and lake houses. We have buyers! 
United Country catalogs & websites 
are seen monthly by millions! We 
have Chicagoland &. highway 
displays! Nationwide ads-even 
the Wall Street Journal! Exclusive 
partners of Progressive Farmer & 
DU. Visit our booth at these Outdoor 
Shows: 1/23-25 Bloomington; 
2/12-15 Schaumburg; 2/20-21 DU 
Peoria; 2/21-22 Central Illinois- 
Peoria; 2/27-3/1 Springfield; 3/4-8 
Schaumburg. Our properties are seen 
by more people! Call Broker Jerry 
Grodesky (217)386-4220. United 
Country Farm and Lake Houses 
www.FarmAndLakeHouses.com 

Wanted to buy: Standing timber. All 
species. Pay top price. Clear or select 
cut. Call 815-434-4141. 

i - 

FUTURE STEEL BUILDINGS 
Do-It-Yourself Steel Buildings 

Ideal For: 

• Recreational Use 
• Boat Storage 

Equipment Storage 
Garage/Shop 
PWC/Snowmobile 

■ 30-year perforation warranty 
1 Full technical support from start to finish 
■ Fully customized to meet your needs 
1 Factory-direct savings 

Onr building consultants are ready to take your call 

111-800-668-51111 
WIN THE BRUSH WAR WITH 

TREE TERMINATOR 
• 3 models cut 20", 12” and 5" trees in one bite 

• Hitches to fit most tractors and skid steer loaders 

• Built to last with a 24 month warranty 

• Swivel hitch, sprayer and grapple options 

For a free color brochure call or visit our website 

(417) 458-1350 • www.treeterminator.com 
Grace Manufacturing • Plato, MO 

^MID-AMERICA 
Pole Barn Co. 
30 x 50 x 10 Galvalume 

$8,200.00 
Price includes material, delivery, 

construction, factory trusses, screws 
Open M - F 8 to 5 

1-866-456-0959 
Price is subject to change without notice 
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Wanted: Will pay top dollar for 
producing Mineral, Royalty’s 
Overriding Royalty’s & CWI. Send 
information to: Mineral Services 
RO. Box 474 Salem, IL 62881. 
618-267-5544. Sell some or all of 
your interest. All transactions kept 
highly confidential. 

Open pollinated seed corn. 
Outproduces hybrids for silage. Leafy, 
sweet stalks for grazing. High feed 
value grain. $40/Bu. 217-857-3377. 

Wanted to buy: Standing timber. All 
species. Pay top price. Clear or select 
cut. Call 815-434-4141. 

Earn $2,000 to $5,000/mo. without 
leaving your job! Call this 3 min. 
message and listen to what these 
people have done. 866-274-0675. 

Own your getaway spot at Lake of 
Egypt in Southern Illinois. Lots from 
$2,000 up. Recreation or home sites. 
618-922-1520. 

Advertising in 

Illinois 
Country 

living 
Produtes 

Why advertise with 
Illinois Country Living? 

• Advertisers stay for extended periods of 
time because readers bring them results. 

• 60 percent of our readers use ads as 
reference when making purchases. 

• 36 percent save an ad for future reference. 
• 13 percent have contacted advertisers. 
• 12 percent have purchased a product or 

service. 
• 10 percent recommended a product or 

service to someone else for purchase. 
• Largest downstate monthly publication. 
• For more than 60 years, providing 

information on rural issues. 

COUSMTRV UW1MG 

Contact Lisa Rigoni at 
lrigoni@aiec.coop or 

217-241-7953 

How to place an ad: 

1) Type or print ad neatly. 

2) Count words. Cost is $30 for up to the first 20 words. $1.50 each 
additional word. Ads with insufficient funds will not be printed. 

3) Prepayment is required. Include check or money order with ad for 
amount due. Also include address label from Illinois Country Living or 
other proof of Illinois electric cooperative membership. Only members 
of Illinois electric cooperatives may place Marketplace ads. 

4) Mail to: Illinois Marketplace, P.O. Box 3787, Springfield, IL 62708, 
by deadline. 

Deadlines: April issue - February 20; 
May issue - March 20. 

We reserve the right to reject any advertisement. Ads postmarked after 
the deadline will be placed in the next available issue. 
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SANGAMON 
RADIANT 
uponor aqua pex tubing products 
for agricultural, commercial shop 
floors and homes 

(217)971-8592 • FAX (217)483-7973 • Evening (217)483-3223 
John 0. McMillan - Owner 

America’s Oldest & Largest Rare Breed Hatchery 
FREE COLOR CATALOG 

Over 140 varieties of Baby Chicks, Bantams, 
Turkeys, Guineas, Peafowl, Game Birds, 
Waterfowl. Also Eggs, Incubators, Books, 
Equipment and Medications. 

Call 1-800-456-3280 
(24 hours a day) 

Murray McMurray Hatchery, 
Cl 32, Webster City, Iowa 50595-0458 
Website: http://www.mcmurrayhatchery.com 

HERITAGE 
BUILDING SYSTEMS* 

Established 1979 

We are committed to providing the 
finest-quality steel buildings at the 

lowest possible price. 
Call for a FREE quote today! 

30’ x 40’ x 10’ $7,895 

40’x 60’x 12’ $13,987 

60’x 100’x 14’ $31,984 

1.800.643.5555 
www.heritagebuildings.com 

Farm Tours 
HA WAN 

4 IslandS'15 days 

The Best Escorted Vacation You'll Ever Find! 

Maui, Oahu, Kauai and Hawaii... 
Departs Mondays and Thursdays in January 2010, Includes 
Inter island airfare. Hawaiian owned hotels, transfers, and 
baggage handling. Escort on each island. Staying in Oahu, 
Hawaii (Kona & Hilo), Maui and Kauai. Sightseeing includes 
Honolulu City Tour with Pearl Harbor, Volcano National 
Park, Kona Coffee Plantation Tour, Parker Cattle Ranch 
Museum, Orchid Nursery, Macadamian Nut Factory Tour, 
Wailua Riverboat Cruise, Fern Grotto, Plus more as listed in 
brochure. So call today and make your reservations. 
*Air Fares start at $790 p.p. 

Carefree Vacations Since 1967 

Your Man Tours 
Call for free brochure 800-888-8204 

VISA 

can the Roof King for your 
Mobile Home Roofing Needs! 

1 -800-748-0645 

Mobile Home Super Insulated 
Roof Over Systems 
40 Year Warranty 

Factory Direct from Roof King 

www.roofking.net 

Walk-in Bath Tubs 
The Bath Tub with a Door! 

No more climbing over your old bath tub and risking a fall! 
Just Walk-In and Sit down, It’s That Easy! 

Comfort Plus Baths 1-888-322-2065 
Call NOW to schedule your FREE in-home evaluation. 

No Pressure, No Hassle, No Obligation 

■y Finest fabrics including permanent 
press and wash & wear. Superior 

I quality. Free color catalog and 
^ fabric swatches on request. 

® GUARANTEED SATISFACTION 

Call Toll Free: 1-800-826-8612 

EGENCY 
www.rcgown.com 

P.O. Box 8988-ICL Jacksonville, FL 32211 

www,hardyheoter.com 

Bdss@hardyhsater.cofn 

“The Originar 
•OUTSIDE 

WOODBURNING 

FURNACE 

"SinceiVTC 

All stainless steel construction 
Heats home and household 
hot water 
10-year warranty 
Connects to your existing 
central duct 
or hydronic system 
Standard with bronze 
circulator pump and automatic 
draft combustion 
blower, and grates 
Units from 100,000 to 250,000 
BTU’s output 
Financing Available (new) 
Dealer Inquiries Welcome 

Hardy Manufacturing 
Company, Inc. 

IB4J Road 505 
PHILADELPHIA. MS 39350 

(1-800-542-7395) 

Fworlc cit Homel 
I Get into Medical Billing 
1 & Claims Processing! 

Earn up to 
$40,000 a year!* 
No previous medical expe¬ 
rience needed. Get free 
facts on how you can train 

V at home in as little as four 
|| months for this growing, 

moneymaking, at-home career. We snow you 
how to process medical claims for Medicare, 
Medicaid, private insurance. Work for doc¬ 
tors, hospitals, clinics. No commuting, no 
selling. Call toll-free or mail this ad today. 

COMPARE THESE ADVANTAGES 
WITH ANY OTHER PROFESSION! 
• Work full-time or part-time 
• Choose your hours 
• Work in any of the 50 states 
• Plenty of high-pay office jobs, too 
• Earn up to $20 an hour as your 

experience and skills increase! 

800-388-8765 “'1= 

Name_ 

Address 

Age. 

Apt_ 

I exp* 

Coll 1- 

I I City State Zip _____ 

U.S. Career Institute, Dept. LCLB2A29 
2001 Lowe St., Fort Collins, CO 80525 Lwww.uscareerinstitute.com _ 

Accredited • Affordable • Approved I 
■1 ■■■ ■■■ BBi ■■■ jgBEa 



SOCK 

Rockford, III. Celebrates 
a Cottage Industry 

This March, more than 1,500 people 
from across the United States will 

arrive in Rockford to celebrate a unique 
part of America’s history: the sock 
monkey. The Midway Village Museum 
hosts an annual weekend-long festival 
where crafty fans, young and old, can 
participate in themed events about the 
beloved stuffed animal. 

“The Sock Monkey Madness Fes¬ 
tival has enriched the Rockford region 
by educating the public regarding this 
special part of forgotten local history, 
thus giving the city national attention 
as ‘The Home of the Sock Monkey,”’ 
says Mark Herman, Curator of Educa¬ 
tion at the Midway Village Museum. 

What brings the sock monkey 
enthusiasts, Herman says, “is a com¬ 
bination of nostalgia because this is 
something that’s been going on for 

generations. They might have had one 
as a child, or their grandmother made 
them one. It’s unique to Rockford and 
has a little touch of history to it. People 
are coming back to the roots of where it 
all started.” 

From 1932 until 1992, Rockford 
was home to the Nelson Knitting Com¬ 
pany, the only manufacturer of Red 
Heel Socks (necessary for the signature 
red mouth and behind of the sock mon¬ 
key) . While sock dolls had long been a 

staple of Americana folk art, it was the 
inclusion of the official pattern with 
every package of Red Heels that made 
the sock monkey a national star in the 
1950s. 

“The interest in creating a 
uniquely American handmade doll is 
still around to this day,” Herman says. 

Since many of the sock monkeys 
from the 1950s were designed as clowns 
and acrobats, “Under the Big Top,” was 
chosen as this year’s theme. Circus- 
themed monkeys, as well as other 
animals, such as the sock elephant, will 
be in their element under indoor tents 
and surrounded by circus decorations 
and music. 

Highlights include an international 
film festival, featuring short movies 
starring creatures of the sock persua¬ 
sion. Sick monkeys in need of repair 
can get a free check up at the Sockford 
General Hospital. A new event this 
year is book signings by several authors 
of sock monkey books. 

Monkeys of all ages (and their 
owners) are welcome to show off their 
personalities, talents or good looks 
in the Mr/Ms Sockford Pageant. Last 
year’s youth division winner was Mon¬ 
key Jackson, “with a great dance num¬ 
ber to the song ‘Billie Jean,’ complete 
with moon walking, a fedora hat and a 

By Jen Danzinger 

single silver glove,” recalls Herman. 
One of the most popular items on 

the weekend agenda is the “Make-A- 
Monkey” workshop. Guided by expert 
Midway Village “Monkey Mavens,” 
participants will learn how to make 
their very own sock monkey from 
scratch. 

Not up to the challenge of sewing 
one together in the matter of a couple 
hours? Fully-formed sock monkeys 
manufactured from official Red Heel 
Socks will be for sale, along with many 
accoutrements, such as hats, clothes 
and sock monkey themed items hand 
crafted by visiting vendors. 

Don’t miss your chance to monkey 
around at the Midway Village Museum! 

5th Annual Sock Monkey 
Madness: Under the Big Top 
March 7-8, 2009 

Admission: $7 for adults 
$4 for children and students 
Free for museum members 

Midway Village Museum 
6799 Guilford Road 
Rockford, IL 61107 

http://www.midwayvillage.com 
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2/27-3/1 p Country 
Treasures Craft Show at the Keller 
Convention Center in Effingham. Doz¬ 
ens of crafters exhibit their creations. 
217-347-5115. 

2/27-3/1 , RV and Camp¬ 
ing Show in Rock Island. The latest 
in RV and camping from dealers all over 
Illinois. Exhibits for all of the extras in 
RV and camping supplies. Friday, 12 p.m. 
to 8 p.m.; Saturday, 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.; 
and Sunday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Admission 
$6 for adults, $1 for kids ages 6-16, 
free for children younger than 6 years. 
309-788-5912. 

3, Forefathers of Russian 
Music in DeKalb. The Kishwaukee 
Symphony Orchestra will provide you 
with colorful and powerful music from 
19th century Russia. The orchestra will 
take you through a musical journey with 
composers who helped create Russian 
nationalism. 815-756-3728 or 
www.kishorchestra.org. 

4-5 9 The 20th Annual Rural 
Community Economic Develop¬ 
ment Conference at the Holiday Inn 
City Centre in Peoria. The conference 
is sponsored by the Illinois Institute for 
Rural Affairs, Lieutenant Governor Pat 
Quinn and Rural Partners, www. IIRA. 
org or 800-526-9943. 

4- 1 4p Effingham Arts Guild’s 
15th Annual Fine Art Show at 
the Rosebud Theatre in Effingham. 
Professional and amateur artists display 
their work. 217-540-2787 or suzgra® 
juno.com. 

5- 8 p Lake Sara Boat Show 
at the Village Square Mall in Effingham. 
See what’s new in boat selections. 
217-342-6344, lakesaramarina@lsm- 
boats.com or http://lsmboats.com. 

6- 8v Antique Spectacular at 
the QCCA Expo Center in Rock Island. 
This show will be overflowing with a 
wonderful collection of fine antiques 
and collectibles for sale. Featured will 
be select antique dealers with unique 
merchandise from around the world. 
Show hours are Friday, 5 p.m. to 9 p.m.; 
Saturday, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.; and Sunday, 
11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Admission is $6 and is 
good for all three days. 712-326-9964, 
info@qccaexpocenter.com or http:// 
www.qccaexpocenter.com. 

Visit our Web site, www.icl.coop. 

7-8p Sock Monkey Madness: Under the Big Top in 
Rockford. Rockford is where the famous sock monkeys got their start 
Midway Village Museum is planning a day of monkeyshines to cele¬ 
brate, including workshops, film festival, Ms./Mr. Sockford monkey 
pageants, sock monkey collections from around the country and 
more. 815-397-9112 or www.midwayvillag' 

7 v Home, Lawn and Garden 
Day at Central Catholic High School 
in Bloomington. 8:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
Enjoy a keynote speaker, many classes, 
handouts, lunch, snacks, exhibitors and 
door prizes. 309-663-8306. 

7-8 f The Seventh Annual 
Spring Home Improvement 
Show at the Kankakee County Fair¬ 
grounds in Kankakee. This event features 
local and regional vendors for siding, 
windows, heating, remodeling and more. 
Come see what they can do to make your 
home better! Demonstrations and raffles 
are held by various vendors throughout 
the day. 815-482-4131, info@visitkanka- 
keecounty.com or http://www.visitkanka- 
keecounty.com. 

:.com. 

1 3- 1 4p Dinner and a 
der! in Galena. Halloween. Seance. Mur¬ 
der! Friends and relatives will be decked 
out in their Halloween costumes to wit¬ 
ness the reading of the will and to unmask 
the killer of Madame Gaze. Friday night 
reception, dinner and murder on Saturday 
night, http://www.bestofgalena.com. 

1 5p The 27th annual Farm 
Toy and Antique Tractor Show 
in Sublette. Walk through five buildings 
with more than 300 tables of farm toys 
including a full range of cast iron, plastic 
and metal toys. The show also includes 
exhibitors from throughout the Midwest 
showcasing their displays of semi-tractors, 
baseball cards, trains and crafts. A pan¬ 
cake breakfast will be served from 
7 a.m. - 12 p.m. 815-849-5242. 
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Flower and Garden 
Show at QCCA Expo Center in Rock 
Island. Upon entering, you will be assured 
that spring is truly just around the comer! 
Professionally decorated display gardens 
lead the way to the beautiful waterfall. 
The flowers, street lights, patios and trees 
add a fragrant scent to the air to bring out 
spring fever. A great shopping venue for 
purchasing garden items, outdoor land¬ 
scaping, decks, fences and sunrooms. More 
than 100 exhibitors! Admission is $6 
for adults, $1 for kids ages 6-16, free for 
children under 6 years. 309-788-5912 or 
www.qccaexpocenter.com. 

ip Galena Wine Lovers Weekend at various locations throughout 
Galena. Enjoy a grand tasting and wine auction, wine dinners and wine, spirit and 
beer tasting, cooking demonstrations and brunches all weekend. 815-777-3938 or 
www.wineloversweekend.com. 

tp An Evening of Sweet 
Deals at Eagle Ridge Resort and Spa in 
Galena. Dinner and sweet deals, including 
five rounds of silent auctions, a live auc¬ 
tion and a Celebrity Chef Competition. 
815-235-8777 orwww.gsgreenhills.org. 

'-29p Wine Lovers Weekend at Massbach Ridge Winery in Elizabeth. 
12 p.m. - 5 p.m. Winery tours and barrel tasting of locally grown, award winning wines. 
Sample Massbach wines paired with chocolates and local cheeses. $5 tasting fee. 815- 
291-6700 or www.massbachridge.com. 

To be considered for inclusion, please submit events in the format used above. Preference is given to events sponsored by non-profit 
entities. Submitting an event is not a guarantee of publication. Photos are welcome, but will not be returned unless a self-addressed 
and stamped envelope is provided. Events are subject to change, so please contact the event sponsor for confirmation. 

Deadlines: January 15 for April Events, February 15 for May Events Mail to: Illinois Datebook, PO Box 3787, Springfield, IL 62708 
E-mail to: cwagner@aiec.coop 

1 5p Bunny’s Birthday Party 
at Miller Park Zoo in Bloomington. 
1-3 p.m. Celebrate Bunny’s birthday 
with crafts, face painting by the Zoo 
Crew, games and birthday cake. This 
event will take place indoors and is free 
with admission to the zoo. 309-434-2250 
or www.millerparkzoo.org. 

20-29, To Kill a Mocking' 
bird at the Alton Little Theater in 
Alton. The novel, written by Harper Lee, 
deals with Civil Rights and racial bigotry 
in the segregated southern United States 
of the 1930s. Told through the eyes of 
the memorable Scout Finch, you leam 
about her father, Atticus, an attorney 
who hopelessly strives to prove the inno¬ 
cence of a black man unjustly accused of 
rape, and about Boo Radley, a mysterious 
neighbor who saves Scout and her broth¬ 
er, Jem, from being killed. 618-462-6562 
or http://www.altonlittletheater.org. 

1 9-22, The 14th Annual John Deere Two-Cylinder Tractor Show at 
the Village Square Mall in Effingham. Enjoy a display of two cylinder tractors. 
217-347-0623. 

21, Ambasadors of Harmony 
at Anne Witney Olin Theatre in God¬ 
frey. The Ambassadors of Harmony is 
a world-class a cappella chorus of more 
than 100 men, headquartered in St. 
Charles, Mo. They’ve won numerous 
awards for their talents, including the 
International Chorus Championship 
and Barbershop Harmony Society Inter¬ 
national Chorus Competition. 618-468- 
4222 or edmar@piasanet.com. 



Too good 
to be true? 

Well, it is... 
Fortunately, there's a better alternative to 
the high cost of fossil fuels. GeoComfort® 
geothermal systems harness the free energy 
stored in the earth to provide heating and 
cooling. Since there’s no dependence on 
fossil fuels, there’s no impact from their rising 
costs. In fact, you’d have to buy propane for 
$0.54 a gallon to equal the costs of heating 
with a GeoComfort system. 

Geothermal heating and cooling is 
extremely efficient, safe, and free from gases 
that could harm the environment. Most 
importantly, it can save you up to 70% on 
your heating and cooling bills. 

For more information, contact your local 
GeoComfort dealer: 

Bratcher Heating & 
Air Conditioning Inc. 

!oomington/Normal (309) 434-1611 

Champaign (217) 378-4328 

Paxton (217) 370-6305 

C & K Heating & Cooling 
Lebanon(618) 537-9528 

Climate Company, Inc. 
Breese (618) 526-2135 

Engel Heating & Cooling 
Collinsville (618) 344-0359 

Davis Electric 
Rushville (217) 322-6677 

Ernst Heating & Cooling 
Hamel (618) 633-2244 

Fowler Heating & Cooling 
Marion (618) 997-5288 

Jesse Heating & A/C 
Decatur (217) 422-1744 

Champaign (217) 352-8511 

Johnson Heating & A/C 
Kewanee (309) 852-2610 

Keck Heating & A/C 
Quincy (217) 223-5325 

Kuchefski Heating & A/C 
Danville (217) 442-1454 

L D Mechanical Contractors 
Charleston (217) 345-9633 

Mark’s Heating & Cooling 
Greenville (618) 664-2499 

Neal’s Heating & Cooling 
Marissa (618) 295-3402 

Neuhaus Heating & Cooling 
Litchfield (217) 324-2818 

Philhower Electric, 
Plumbing, & Heating 

Tiskilwa (815) 646-4481 

R & H Plumbing 
& Heating Inc. 

Altamont (618) 483-6159 

Rightnowar HVAC 
Keenes (618) 732-8268 

South Side Hardware 
Greenfield (217) 368-2705 

Steffen Heating & A/C Inc. 
Effingham (217) 342-2062 

Stevens Heating & A/C 
Quincy (217) 222-5220 

Weeke Sales & Service 
Okawville (618) 243-5333 

Weidner Refrigeration, Inc. 
Divernon (217) 628-3400 

Whitt Sales & Service, Inc. 
Farina (618) 245-6404 www.geocomfort.com 



Everyone loves cookies! Our GOURMET 
COOKIE DOUGH is the perfect “no-risk” 
fundraiser for your group. Available in 9 
irresistibly delicious flavors, your group earns 
a huge $6.00 PROFIT on every tub sold! 

Vhipperu iLhipperv, 

irmng 

Gourmet 
ourtnei} 

Earn $6.00 PROFIT on Every Tub Sold! 
No Extra Charge for Premium Flavors 
Simply Scoop & Bake 
Reclosable, ReFreezable Tubs 
Og Trans Fat 
FREE Pre-Sell Brochures 
FREE Shipping on Qualifying Orders 
FREE Information Package 

CALL TOLL FREE 

Pre-Portioned Cookie Dough 
Available 

to order or for more information 

AMERIC A RIND RAISERS 

P.O. Box 709 
Montgomery, AL 36101 -0709 

Request a FREE catalog 
featuring other great fundraising products! 

Auntie Anne's Famous Pretzels 
Candy Bars - Pens - Candles - Hershey s 

2-Year Planners 
First Aid Kits - Fire Extinguishers 

and more! 
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