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Selecting a sound system traditionally has required a difficult 
compromise. With conventional systems, if you make premium 
sound your priority, you have to deal with large speakers, 
stacks of equipment and plenty of wires to hook them up. Opt 
for small size and simplicity, and you sacrifice the sound. 

You also can add an optional Multi-CD Changer or Connect 
Kit for iPod that makes it easy to enjoy your favorite music for 
hours. And with its small and elegant design, the Wave® music 
system fits in just about anywhere: your living room, kitchen, 
bedroom, wherever you want better sound. 

Meet the Bose Wave® music system. It delivers all the 
pleasures of premium sound from a compact system without 

the traditional compromises or limitations. Rich Warren of the 
News-Gazette says it "will flat out seduce you." And Forbes FYI 

reports that "you'll think 
you're listening to a... 
sound system that costs 
five times more." 

Easy to enjoy. The Wave® 
music system provides a 
room full of Bose quality 
sound from an all-in-one 
system that requires little 
space and is delightfully 
simple to use. There are 

no wires to hook up, no 

confusing buttons or dials to adjust. Just plug it in and hear 

the kind of sound that you may have only thought possible from 

a much larger system. In fact, David Novak, the Gadget Guy, 

says, "It can easily replace whatever component system you 
currently have." 

Easy to try. Use our 30-day, risk-free trial to experience the 
Wave® music system in your home. Listen to your favorite music, 
try it in different rooms and hear what you've been missing. 

Easy to order. Simply choose your favorite color: Platinum 
White, Graphite Gray or Titanium Silver. When you call, ask 
about making 12 easy payments, with no interest charges 
from Bose* Order your system with the Multi-CD Changer by 
December 31, 2009, and save $100. When your Wave® music 
system arrives, just take it out of the box, plug it in and slip 
in your favorite CD. Then sit 
back and experience the kind 
of performance that has made 
Bose the most respected name 
in sound. Now what could be 
easier than that? 

SAVE $100 when you order 

the Wave® music system 

with our Multi-CD Changer 

by December 31,2009. 

To order or learn more: 

1-800-925-9738, ext. TR889 
www.Bose.com/WMS 

Easy to use. A credit card-style remote lets you operate every¬ 

thing - a convenience you'll appreciate when playing CDs or 

MP3 CDs, tuning into FM/AM radio or setting the clock and 
alarm. You can connect an additional audio source, so enjoying 

lifelike sound from your TV or MP3 player couldn't be simpler. 

•Bose payment plan available on orders of $299-$1500 paid by major credit card. Separate financing offers may be available for select praiucts. See website for details. Down payment is 1/12 the product price plus applicable tax and shipping charges, charged when your order is shipped. 
Then your credit card will be billed for 11 equal monthly installments beginning approximately one month from the date your order is shipped, with 0% APB and no interest charges from Bose. Credit card rules and interest may apply. U.S. residents only. Limit one active financing program 
per customer. ©2009 Bose Corporation. Patent rights issued and/or pending. The Wavs' music system's distinctive design is a registered trademark of Bose Corporation. Financing and reduced pricing on Multi-CD Changer package not to be combined with other offers or applied to previous 
purchases, and subject to change without notice. If the Wave® music system is returned, the Multi-CD Changer must be returned for a full refund. Offer is limited to purchases made from Bose and participating authorized dealers. Offer valid 11/1/09-12/31/09. Risk free re ers to 3 ay 
trial only and does not include return shipping. Delivery is subject to product availability. iPod is a trademark of Apple Inc. All other marks are property of Bose Corporation. Quotes reprinted with permission: Thomas Jackson, Forbes FYI, Winter/04. 

Better sound through research® 



MADE IN RURAL ILLINOIS 
Kitchen Cooked Potato Chips plant manager 
Doug Seeley stands in front of cases of the 
popular chips awaiting shipment to retailers. 
The facility and others in rural parts of the 
state are providing primary jobs for many 
communities. State assistance is also available 
to them. Cover photo by Steve Davis 
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Ambassadors for Agriculture 
College students are increasing ag awareness 

"Today the average American 
is five generations removed 

from the family farm." 

Each year 20 college students from across the 
United States are selected to be a part of The 

National Collegiate Agricultural Ambassador 
program. Selection occurs through an inter¬ 
view process conducted by the National FFA 
Organization. Ambassadors are selected based on 
a variety of criteria, including appreciation and 
general understanding of the agriculture industry 
and ability to communicate with an audience. 

These students then receive training on how 
to effectively present agriculture information to 
a variety of audiences. During this training the 
ambassadors also benefit from briefings on current, 
important agriculture topics. The students are then 
responsible for completing 25 presentations about 
agriculture to primarily non-ag audiences through¬ 
out the school year. 

The goal of the program is to increase general 
agriculture awareness through fun, interactive and 
informative presentations. Since 2006, over 1,300 
presentations have been delivered, reaching over 
62,000 people. BASF, Syngenta and Elanco Animal 
Health generously sponsor the program. 

This is my second year serving on the National 
Collegiate Agricultural Ambassador team. I am 
very proud to be a part of this program. 

American agriculture has benefited from per¬ 
severing innovation and incredible advances in 

technology. As we become 
more advanced we also be¬ 
come more efficient, which 
has allowed the agriculture 
industry to be more con¬ 
densed. 

Today the average 
American is five 

generations removed from the family farm. Of 
course, today’s agriculture goes beyond the family 
farm. Agriculture is a science and a business, a 
process that extends from production, to process¬ 
ing, to marketing. Agriculture is global, prices be¬ 
ing affected by conditions all over the world. It is 
because of these advances in efficiency that most 
Americans have not had the opportunity to learn 
about where their food comes from. This situation 
can lead to unfortunate misconceptions about the 
agriculture industry. Informing the public about 
agriculture is vital to their ability to make good de¬ 
cisions, both as consumers and voters. 

The National FFA, BASF, Syngenta, and 
Elanco Animal Health prepare the ambassadors 
to give comprehensive presentations to non¬ 
ag audiences about topics like: sustainability in 
agriculture, economic importance and sound 
science. These presentations are made with the 
goal of increasing the audiences understanding of 
a part of agriculture and addressing any miscon¬ 
ceptions they may have. The visits are made to 
a variety of audiences, ranging from elementary 
school students to adults. 

I have enjoyed my time as an ambassador very 
much. Training for the program provides us with 
a more in-depth knowledge of agriculture, and 
how to communicate the industry’s message. The 
training also gives us the opportunity to practice 
presenting agriculture information with our peer 
ambassadors and sponsor evaluation, making our 
message more effective when we present on our 
own. We schedule the presentations to audiences of 
our choice, taking care to predominately visit non¬ 
agriculture groups. 

One of the most important ideas that I have 
taken away from this experience is that agricul¬ 
ture is a concept. This means that without a basic 
understanding of the methods and goals of the 
industry, it is natural for misconception and frus¬ 
tration to occur. 

Agriculture is an exciting industry to be a part 
of, especially as we examine the challenges that the 
industry will be pressured to overcome in the next 
50 plus years. Our global population is growing fast. 
Today we have about 6.7 billion people. By 2050 it 
is estimated we will have a population of 9 billion. 
These additional 2.3 billion people will expand 
the borders of our cities with development, taking 
productive farmland off the market. Essentially, 
agriculture is faced with the challenge of providing 
more food, and doing so on less land than before. 

For all of these reasons I am happy to play 
my part as a National Collegiate Agricultural 
Ambassador and share the story of agriculture. ■ 

Ashley Mason is a senior at Western 
Illinois University, majoring in Agriculture 
Education with a minor in Political Science. 
She is native to Canton, III. For more 
information, or to inquire about 
a presentation, contact Mason at 
AD-Mason@wiu.edu. 
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Decatur 
Design-Air Htg. & Clg. 
217-429-1105 
800-452-7845 

Deiavan 
Jeckel Plumbing & Htg. 
309-244-8265 

Effingham 
Jansen’s Htg. & A/C 
217-347-5223 

JUST GOT 

Smart homeowners no longer dread receiving their monthly utility bills. That’s because 
they made the switch to geothermal heating and cooling technology. WaterFurnace 

geothermal comfort systems use the clean, renewable energy found in your own 
backyard to provide savings up to 70% on heating, cooling & hot water. For more 
information, contact your local WaterFurnace dealer today or call (800) GEO-SAVE. 

YOUR LOCAL WATERFURNACE DEALERS 

Flora 
Electro-Electric 
618-662-4520 

Gibson City 
Houston Plumbing 
800-379-2165 

Goodfield 
Hinrichsen Heating & Air 
309-965-2604 

Harrisburg 
William’s A/C & Htg. 
618-864-3606 

Lawrenceville 
Tracy Electric 
618-943-2243 

Lincoln 
Albert Service Htg. & A/C 
217-735-9990 

Litchfield 
Snell’s Plumbing & Htg. 
217-324-4560 

Macomb 
Arnold Brothers Htg. & Clg. 
309-833-2852 

Marion 
D & C Sheetmetal 
618-997-6577 

Mt. Vernon 
Holloway Htg. & Clg. 
618-242-5481 

Murphysboro 
William’s A/C & Htg. 
618-684-HEAT 

Pana 
Macari Service Center 
217-562-3631 

Paxton 
Houston Plumbing 
800-379-2165 

Peru 
Service Pro’s Htg. & Clg. 
815-223-0715 

Petersburg 
Collins Plumbing & Htg. 
217-632-3670 

Pittsfield 
Peters Htg. & A/C, Inc. 
217-285-1600 

Pontiac 
Kupferschmid, Inc. 
815-844-4109 

Quincy 
Peters Htg. & A/C, Inc. 
217-222-1368 

Red Bud 
De Rousse Htg. & A/C, Inc. 
618-282-2224 

Salem 
Booher Tin Shop 
618-548-1295 

Shelbyville 
Macari Service Center 
217-774-4214 

Springfield 
Collins Plumbing & Htg. 
217-793-8031 

Steelville 
William’s Heat & Air 
618-965-2040 

Sullivan 
Rowland Plumbing & Htg. 
217-728-8025 

Taylorville 
Yard Htg. & Clg. 
217-824-4737 

Thomasboro 
Hoveln Htg. & Clg. 
217-643-2125 

Tuscola 
Triangle Htg. & Clg. 
217-253-5400 

Vandalia 
Hunter Appliance Htg. & Clg. 
618-283-3224 

Vienna 
Hartline Htg. & Clg. 
618-833-6802 

Virden 
Snell’s Plumbing & Heating 
217-965-3911 

Waterloo 
DeRousse Htg. & A/C, Inc. 
618-282-2224 

Sigman Htg. & A/C, Inc. 
618-234-4343 

Toennies Service Co. 
618-248-5130 

Watseka 
R & M Electric 
815-432-4062 

ENVISION 
30 EER 5 COP' 

Smarter from the Ground Up " 

waterfurnace.com | (800) GEO-SAVE 
WaterFurnace is a registered trademark of WaterFurnace International, Inc. 
'Based upon ARI13256-1 (GLHP - Part Load Ratings) 



Theodore Roosevelt Created Foundation 
for Rural Sustainability The centennial of Theodore Roosevelt’s 

“Country Life Commission” (CLC) of 
1908—1909 offers an opportunity to showcase 
a cornerstone for sustainable rural community 
and economic development. 

To commemorate the CLC’s work, 
Timothy Collins, assistant director of the 
Illinois Institute for Rural Affairs (IIRA) and 
Stephen R. Hicks, graduate assistant, developed 
a Website that traces the 
CLC’s legacy. The website can be found at 
www.iira.org/clc/. 

Roosevelt’s CLC emerged in a turbulent 
time. America was being transformed from a 
rural, agrarian society into an urban, industrial 
society. Rural residents flocked to the nation’s 
cities seeking better opportunities. This was 
an alarming trend to some leaders, who saw 
rural America, especially agriculture, as the 
economic, social and moral foundation of the 
country. 

The Report of the Country Life 
Commission, issued in March 1909, is rarely 
read now. Roosevelt’s biographers hardly men¬ 
tion it. In reality, the report is a gem. Some of 
. 11., ii ij i.i . ii churches were central to bringing people together its old ideas could shed some light on sustainable i , , 
i ^ i and educating them to build stronger communities, rural communities today. . ., f 
TT, u • ru -J - .. i _ ^k Community residents also would develop new 1 he basic CLC idea was to get people together 7 ^ 

_ „ ii i „ ii i „ . . , . businesses, such as cooperatives, to increase farm to talk about problems and opportunities, a basic , 
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Illinois Co-op Linemen 
Compete in Safety Rodeo EnerStar Power Cooperative Lineman Russ Camp demon¬ 

strates the egg climb event (linemen climb a 30-foot pole 
with a raw egg in their mouths to demonstrate smooth climbing 
skills) at the 12th Annual Lineman’s Safety Rodeo. Camp 

placed third in the event. The rodeo featured 14 
:eams from across the state and 150 people 
attended the event. Held at Lincoln Land 

Community College (LLCC) in Springfield, 
the rodeo coincided with a series of courses 

designed to help electric line personnel 
improve their work skills in safe and efficient 
ways. Several electric suppliers joined the 
Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives 

(AIEC) and LLCC in co-sponsoring 
the event. Other events included the 
hurt man rescue, cable splice, dead end 
insulator change and a mystery event. 

i 



Co-op Members Flood Senate With Half-a-Million Postcards Thanks to co-op members from across 
the country, 515,000 postcards were 

sent to their senators asking for fair, 
affordable and achievable climate 
change legislation. The National Rural 
Electric Cooperative Association 
(NRECA) CEO Glenn English 
(left) congratulated Shelby Electric 
Cooperative President/CEO Jim 
Coleman and the Association of Illinois 
Electric Cooperatives President/CEO 
Duane Noland for “really responding.” 
Out of all the states Illinois co-op mem¬ 
bers responded to the grassroots call to 
action by sending in one-third of all the 
postcards. The postcards were personally 
delivered by co-op leaders from across 
the country in late September just as the 
Senate Environment and Public Works 
Chairman Barbra Boxer, D-Calif., was 
set to introduce a greenhouse gas bill. 
Noland said the debate continues and 
co-op members still need to voice their 
opinions. He said an easy way to do that 
is to go to www.ourenergy.coop. 

Bees Lost to Colony Collapse Disorder Threatens Agriculture The topic of disappearing honeybees first cropped 
up in 2004. Thousands of commercial beekeepers 

across the U.S. and beyond were reporting in some 
cases that as many as two-thirds of their honey bees 
were flying away from their hives, never to return. 
What made the problem — dubbed “Colony Collapse 
Disorder” (CCD) — so unusual is that most traumas 
to bee colonies leave bees dead in or around their 

hives, not mysteriously gone altogether. 
There was no concrete evidence pointing to disease or 

predation or of mites that tend to attack beehives. Some 
speculated that chemical contamination due to widespread 
use of pesticides might be to blame. But no smoking gun 
emerged and the mystery remains today. 

Whatever the cause, CCD remains a real threat to 
agriculture. About a third of all American farm production 

is dependent upon the pollination efforts of com¬ 
mercially raised honeybees. Bees are key to Illinois 
specialty crops such as pumpkins. 

Organic beekeepers have not experienced 
CCD, leading to speculation that overall greener 
management practices could be the answer even 
if direct causes are not determined. Meanwhile, 
efforts to genetically modify bees that are resistant to 
predators and pathogens could also prove fruitful. 

Source: USDA Agricultural Research Service, 
www.ars.usda.gov; CCD Steering Committee Q&A, 
www.ars.usda.gov/is/br/ccd. 

I Photo by Rainer Hungershausen 

One-third of the agriculture industry depends on the 

pollination of bees. But the Colony Collapse Disorder 

is creating a “perfect storm” that threatens this tiny ag 

worker. 
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Congressman Phil Hare Receives Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives' Public Service Award At an electric cooperative meeting hosted by Spoon 

River Electric Cooperative in Canton, Congressman 
Phil Hare (D-17) received the 2009 Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives’ Public Service Award. The award was made 
in recognition of Rep. Hare’s dedicated public service to 
all citizens of the state of Illinois and for outstanding con¬ 
tributions to the rural electrification program. 

President and CEO of the Association of Illinois 
Electric Cooperatives Duane Noland said, “Congressman 
Hare is deserving of our highest award. He and his staff 
listened to our concerns about the Waxman-Markey 
climate change legislation currently being considered by 
Congress. He co-signed a letter sent to the House leader¬ 
ship that voiced concerns that the legislation wasn’t fair 
to the members of rural electric co-op members in his 
district and across Illinois. He understood and addressed 
our fundamental issue of affordability. He personally 

wrote, and met with, House Energy Committee Chairman 
Henry Waxman regarding his concerns for the consumers 
in his district and he has been gracious in his support of 
Prairie State Generating Campus. While we still have 
significant concerns with the legislation, and hope to 
make improvements in the Senate, Congressman Hare’s 
assistance to our not-for profit co-ops and their members is 
greatly appreciated and we look forward to continuing to 
work with him in the future.” 

“I am truly honored to receive this award from 
Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives,” said Hare. 
“Rural electric co-ops provide power distribution to over 
70,000 of my constituents. I look forward to continuing to 
work with our rural co-ops to get Prairie State Generating 
Station online, ensure consumer protections are fully met 
in any climate change bill, and address their other legis¬ 
lative needs.” 

Among those presenting the Illinois Electric Cooperatives’ Public Service Award to Rep. Phil Hare Saturday were (i-r) Spoon River 
Electric Cooperative’s President/CEO William R. Dodds, boardmembers Terry A. Beam, Rep. Hare, Scott Parrish, Lyle H. Nelson, 
Bernard Marvel, Jack L. Clark, James C. Banks and Kathy L. Smysor. 
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Association of Illinois 
Electric Cooperatives 

All it took was a tube of caulk and half an afternoon. Now, 

I’m saving $212 a year by sealing a few cracks around the 

house. What can you do? Find out how the little changes add 

up at TogetherWeSave.com. 

Your Touchstone Energy® Partner 

TOGETHERWESAVE.COM 
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Small town Illinois is good 
for big business 

By Les O’Dell 

Manufacturing has been, and con¬ 
tinues to be, the biggest slice of 

Illinois’ economic pie, with annual 
production of more than $107 billion. 
Picturing large factories and smoke¬ 
stacks, many of the state’s residents 
consider manufacturing to be exclu¬ 
sive to urban areas such as Chicago, 
Rockford, Decatur and Peoria. It’s 
true that nearly three-quarters of all 
Illinois manufacturers are located in 
the Chicago area and many of the 
others are in communities boasting 
more than 10,000 people. But in many 
smaller communities throughout the 
state, you will find industrial plants of 
all sizes churning out products proudly 
made in rural Illinois. 

While the companies may employ 
just a few people or a vast majority of 
their town’s citizens, the impact these 
manufacturers have on communities 
is significant. 

“Manufacturing is very important 
to rural Illinois,” says John Gruidl of 
the Illinois Institute for Rural Affairs 
at Western Illinois University in Ma¬ 
comb. “It is one of the real economic 
drivers in many parts of the state. Of 
course, farming is huge, but in a lot 
of our communities, manufacturing is 
just as important.” 

Gruidl says not only does manu¬ 
facturing provide jobs for rural resi¬ 
dents, it also brings money into areas 
from outside the region — money that 
circulates throughout the community. 

“Even if a manufacturer only has 
six or seven employees, those people 
take their paychecks to the local 
bank, they spend money in the local 
grocery store and they send their chil¬ 
dren to the local schools. It has a huge 
impact, representing many more jobs 
that depend upon those people and 

Vaughn and Bushnell employee Mike 
Ebbert works with material that will 
eventually become a hammer. Ebbert has 

worked at the Bushnell plant since 1984. 
Photo by Steve Davis. 



that manufacturer” he says. 
Jim Nelson, vice president of the 

Illinois Manufacturers Association 
says that while he estimates only about 
live or six percent of the state’s manu¬ 
facturers are located outside of urban 
settings, those in rural areas benefit in 
a number of ways. 

“Rural communities provide a 
good home for companies and manu¬ 
facturing firms,” he says. “Many times 
companies locate in these places be¬ 
cause owners prefer their own small 
town environments as a place to live 
and work. Other benefits include easy 
access to the marketplace, to transpor¬ 
tation and to suppliers.” 

For the owners of many rural 
manufacturers, location is simply a 
matter of starting a business where 
they live or continuing business where 
it started, but often other benefits be¬ 
come apparent as well. 

Agricultural electronics maker 
DICKEY-john was developed by 
central Illinois farmers, so it was only 
natural that the company continues 

production in the area, according 
to Vice President of Operations Jeff 
Schertz. About 250 people work in the 
manufacturer’s plant near Auburn. 
Schertz says having a rural workforce 
is a benefit to the company. 

“For the work we do, it’s very 
good to have 
people who un¬ 
derstand our cus¬ 
tomers. It really 
helps us having 
employees who 
understand and 
appreciate agricul¬ 
ture,” he says. 

Jeff Shaner, owner of J.D. Mullen’s 
Dressings, a Crawford County maker 
of salad dressings and cooking sauces, 
says that his company’s rural address 
has in no way hampered the growth of 
his business. 

“We’ve got all of the modern con¬ 
veniences here, just like any other city. 
I just can’t imagine being any place 
else,” he says of Palestine, population 
1,366. 

“Manufacturing is very 
important to rural Illinois 

... course, farming is 
huge, but in a lot of our 

communities, manufacturing 
is just as important.” 

Mike Wicoff, owner of Sterling 
Mattress Factory in Herrin says that in 
some ways a rural location benefits his 
business’ sales. 

“In a small area, people tend to 
know each other very well and with 
so much of our business being refer¬ 

rals, we appreciate 
that word tends to 
get around faster,” he 
says. The company 
of five employees 
has manufactured 
and sold more than 
20,000 premium mat¬ 
tresses. 

Maple baseball bat manufacturer 
Randy Drone of Ridgway-based Dinger 
Bats loves conducting business from 
his location on the edge of the Shaw¬ 
nee National Forest. 

“You’d think there would be draw¬ 
backs to our location, but there really 
aren’t any,” he explains. “We have 
everything we need and it’s less expen¬ 
sive to do business here. Plus, we have 
the Internet and all of the shipping 

Shipping doors at Kitchen Cooked Potato Chip’s facility in Farmington are painted just like the bags of chips produced inside. Esquire 

magazine called the product “the second-best potato chip you’ve never tasted.” Photo by Steve Davis. 
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companies come through town every 
day. You can be in business any place 
in the world today.” 

Drone’s bats are becoming rec¬ 
ognized around the world. They’re 
popular with a number of minor 
league teams and are used by several 
professional players, including All-Star 
outfielder Hunter Pence of the Hous¬ 
ton Astros. 

Other rural Illinois products are 
also gaining national, and even global, 
attention. Several years ago, in a 
national taste test of regional potato 
chip brands, Esquire Magazine called 
Farmington’s Kitchen Cooked chips 

the “second-best potato chip you’ve 
never tasted.” Produced by 90 employ¬ 
ees in Farmington and Bushnell, the 
chips satisfy loyal snackers throughout 
western and central Illinois. 

While there is significant eco¬ 
nomic effect from rural manufactur¬ 
ers employing even just a handful of 
people, the impact of large production 
operations cannot be understated. 

“Manufacturers are extremely im¬ 
portant,” says Princeton City Manager 
Jeff Fiegenschuh. “They employ hun¬ 
dreds of people in communities like 
ours and provide good-paying jobs that 
support our tax base. They are vital to 
the community.” 

Both businesses and communities 
understand the unique relationship 
that results from production in a rural 

“We’re the major employer in 
Bushnell and we have a great rela¬ 
tionship with the city,” explains Ron 
Miller, Vice-President of Vaughn 
and Bushnell, a hammer and tool 
manufacturer that moved to the Mc¬ 
Donough county town in 1940. Today 

the company employs almost 300 
people. “We have employees whose 
fathers, grandfathers and great grand¬ 
fathers have all worked in the plant. 
That’s really something.” 

Many companies find both rural 
locations and rural workers fit their 
needs. 

Joe Colvin, a craftsman at Sterling Mat' 
tress Factory in Herrin stitches a pillow top 
to a mattress under construction. At last 
count, the factory had produced more than 
20,000 mattresses. Photo by Les O’Dell 

“We started out in a rural com¬ 
munity and we’ve expanded by 
purchasing existing plants in other 
rural communities,” says Don Welge 
of Gilster-Mary Lee, a producer of 
private-label food products which can 
be found in practically any grocery 
store in the nation. The company 
employs more than 500 people at a fa¬ 
cility in Chester, 100 in Momence and 
nearly 1,000 in Steeleville. Altogether, 
Gilster-Mary Lee has 13 plants, most 
in Illinois and Missouri. 

“In many cases, real estate and 
taxes are less expensive and there is 
much less congestion for shipping,” 
Welge adds. “Plus we’re able to get 
higher-quality people at a reasonable 
wage in these rural communities. The 
work ethic is outstanding.” 

Sally McCallum, purchasing 
manager for Independence Tubing, 
a manufacturer of steel structural 
tubing in Marseilles says that a rural 
workforce makes for a more cohesive 
workforce. 

“Things are a lot more laid-back 
and informal. Everybody knows every¬ 
body and it’s a good fit,” she says. 
Communities often benefit from man¬ 
ufacturers not only economically, but 
also in terms of civic pride. 

“It’s very important for the mo¬ 
rale of the communities,” Gruidl of 
the Illinois Institute for Rural Affairs 
explains. “Some of these companies 
sell their products all over the world, 
so it’s a way that the community be¬ 
comes important in the world.” 

“I’d think we generate some ex¬ 
citement for the town,” Dinger Bats’ 
Drone says. “The town is behind us 

and they’re excited about our success. 
This is our home.” 

The same can be said for hun¬ 
dreds of manufacturers making 
barbecue grills to water faucets and 
everything in between: rural Illinois is 
home. ■ 
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Help Available for Your Business 
Recovery money exists for rural Illinois, too 

Illinois Small Business Economic 
Recovery Forum 

Reco’ 

Judith Roussel, Director for the Illinois District of the U.S. Small Business Administra¬ 

tion (SBA), spoke in Springfield to statewide business owners interested in capturing 

business contracts with government and large corporations. Roussel later suggested 

other ways small businesses in rural Illinois can get assistance through SBA. Go to 

www.sba.gov/il for more information. 

By Jonie Larson 

With unemployment rates in the 
state of Illinois lingering around 

the 10 percent range, communities are 
looking for magic bullets to reestablish 
their economic footholds. 

Judith Roussel, Director of the 
Illinois District of the U.S. Small Busi¬ 
ness Administration, says there are 
some very good programs in place to 
help entrepreneurs start up or expand 
their businesses. While her office is in 
Chicago, a population center for the 
state, she says the SBA has a commit¬ 
ment to small and non-agricultural 
businesses, too. Agriculture has its 
own funding sources. 

A primary example dates back 
about a year and a half, when the SBA 
started a new loan program to get rural 
banks to use the SBA, a government 
program that uses no taxpayer dollars. 
The program encouraged banks to 
make loans with the reassurance of a 
50- to 90 percent federal guarantee on 
their repayment. To further encourage 
the use, the majority of the loans are 
now guaranteed at the 90 percent rate. 
Fees to the borrower, which initially 
helped cover the program, have been 
eliminated. 

Was it successful? In the last fiscal 
year, which ended at the close of Sep¬ 
tember, Roussel said loans to Illinois 
businesses backed by the SBA totaled 
$438.6 million for 1,640 businesses, 
both existing and new ventures. 

The total has been on the rise 
since February when federal recov¬ 
ery money became available. In fact, 
Roussel said prior to Oct. 5, the SBA 
had seen a 222 percent increase over 
the numbers recorded in the last week 
in January. 

The SBA offers more than loans 
to those in rural areas. In fact, Roussel 
says two components of the organiza¬ 
tion - SCORE and the Small Business 
Development Centers (SBDC) - are 

tremendous resources. 
SCORE, which at one time stood 

for Service Core of Retired Executives, 
is a not-for-profit counseling service 
started by the SBA years ago. The or¬ 
ganization has reinvented itself to also 
include expert volunteers of all ages 
who help give counseling and training 
at no cost to interested business own- 
ers/operators. 

Roussel said SCORE’s experts try 
to find the perfect business opportuni¬ 
ties for its clients. Members will look 
at the economic environment and pro¬ 
pose changes if needed. They can help 
an owner know when it’s time to ex¬ 
pand or if there’s a niche opportunity. 

Another plus with SCORE is that 
volunteers with the organization will 
counsel by phone, online or in person. 

“They will invest (time) in that 
person, as much as they need,” said 
Roussel. 

A second resource, Roussel rec¬ 
ommends as a starting point, is the 
SBDC. Its services, which are typically 
located on community college cam¬ 
puses, are extensive. 

Interested in starting a business? 
Personnel at the SBDC will assist in 

writing a business plan. It’s very hands- 
on, says Roussel, noting that the De¬ 
partment of Commerce and Economic 
Opportunity has the cooperative con¬ 
tract to help fund that program with a 
dollar per dollar match. 

Roussel says the program is a suc¬ 
cess. She says between July 1, 2008 and 
June 30, 2009 the SBDC served 19,581 
clients, counseling 8,699 and training 
10,882. SCORE had impressive num¬ 
bers, too. Volunteers counseled 4,457 
and trained 4,304. 

GETTING STARTED: One Web 
site will get you all the information you 
need, says Roussel. Here’s how the on¬ 
line map to assistance reads. 

■ Go to www.sba.gov/il. 
* Locate the link to Illinois Small 

Business Development Centers 
under Resources. 

■ Click IEN locator. 
■ Put in address. 

The same is true for SCORE. 
■ Click link to SCORE’S Web 

page. 
■ Put in address. 
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Building Codes Save Lives and Property 
Insist your builder Mows the code and inspection requirements 

"We rely heavily on the 
safety of the structures 

that surround us in 
our everyday living." 

In my position as an electrical inspector, every now 
and then someone will ask me why have building 

codes? Why can’t I just build my structure the way 
I want to? The answer, because it’s the law doesn’t 
properly answer this question. 

Officially a building code is the government’s 
statement on building safety. Technically, building 
codes set the minimum safety standards for con¬ 
struction through a compilation of laws. Building 
codes are arranged in a systematic manner and 
(codified) for easy reference. Building codes 
embrace all aspects of the building construction 
- fire, structural items, accessibility as well as the 
plumbing, electrical and mechanical systems. 

The earliest known code or law was known as 
the Code of Hammurabi. The Code of Hammurabi 
was an ancient law created around 1790 BC in 
ancient Babylon. The sixth Babylonian king, 
Hammurabi, enacted it. Hammurabi ruled from 
1796 BC - 1750 BC and decreed that he was 
chosen by the gods to deliver the law to his people. 

Wow does that sound like some inspectors you 
know! Nah! Well, at least maybe they come by it 
genetically. 

One of Hammurabi’s laws was as follows: If a 
builder builds a house for someone, and does not 
construct it properly, and the house which he built 
falls in and kills its owner, then the builder shall be 
put to death. 

Another variant of this was 
if the owner’s son dies, then the 
builder’s son should be put to death. 
And you thought the Illinois State 
Plumbing Code was tough didn’t 
you. 

Well, we’ve come a long way 
since then and building codes have 
evolved. I know this won’t sound 
very reassuring, but frankly many 

times codes were developed by trial and error. An 
example of this is the National Fire Protection 
Associations NFPA 13, the sprinkler code, and 
NFPA 70, the National Electrical Code. These 
codes were born out of necessity from our fire his¬ 
tory right here in Illinois. 

These fire safety codes date back to pre-electric 
lighting history when Mrs. O’Leary’s cow kicked 
over the kerosene lantern sitting on the bale of hay. 
Throughout this history we have learned valuable 

lessons from catastrophic events such as the Great 
Chicago Fire of 1871. We learned that keeping 
ignition sources away from combustibles are a good 
practice and that there was a need for building 
codes to prevent similar occurrences in the future. 

Today’s fire, building and electrical codes are 
developed by architects, engineers, manufacturers, 
distributors, contractors, insurance companies, 
testing labs, building and fire code officials and 
other interested parties in building safety. It’s in 
the knowledge they bring with them and the codes 
they have developed that will help prevent tragic 
accidents in the future. 

So, who needs building codes? We all do! 
Building codes protect us in our homes, offices, 
schools, stores, factories or places of entertainment. 
We rely heavily on the safety of the structures that 
surround us in our everyday living. The public need 
for protection from disaster due to fire, structural 
collapse and general deterioration underscores the 
need for modern codes and their enforcement. 

Safety is achieved through proper design 
and construction practice and a code inspection 
program that verifies compliance. 

Did you know that before you moved into your 
home, office or factory, an average of 10 inspections 
had been made to verify conformity to minimum 
standards affecting electrical safety, and sanitation 
as well as structural, fire, and the like? 

So why have building codes? Building codes 
give a standard for contractors to build and bid 
by putting all contractors on a level playing field. 
Building codes provide for your personal safety 
and that of your family and friends that enter your 
home. Building codes ensure the economic well 
being of the community by reducing potential fire 
spread and lowering insurance costs. They make 
our homes and businesses more energy efficient and 
environmentally friendly. They assure and protect 
future home and business owners that structures 
they occupy will be safe. ■ 

Michael L. Ashenfelter is the Sangamon 
County Electrical/ Mechanical Inspector 
and a member of the Safe Electricity 
Advisory Team (www.safeelectricity.org), 
217-747-5111, MikeA@co.sangamon. 
il.us. 



GO UNDERGROUND. 
ClimateMaster® Geothermal 
Heating & Cooling Systems 

With a ClimateMaster Heating and Cooling System, you get a 
30% tax credit and can save more than half on your energy 
bill. ClimateMaster uses geothermal energy to tap the constant 
temperature of the Earth, keeping your home comfortable 
year-round. Plus, a new system will usually pay for itself in about 
five years and is a cleaner choice for the environment. Ready to 
go deep? You don't have to change your name, just the way you 
think about heating and cooling your home. 

30% TAX CREDIT 
CUT ENERGY BILL IN HALF • FINANCING AVAILABLE 

CLIMATEMASTER 
Geothermal Heating & Cooling Systems 

climatemaster.com 

Auburn, IL 
Lonnie L Winn Heating 

& Cooling 
217-438-1235 

Bloomington, IL 
Pro-Air 
309-452-3415 

Champaign, IL 
Lanz Heating & 

Cooling 
217-202-6858 

Divernon, IL 
Weidner Refrigeration 
217-628-3400 

Carbon Cliff, IL 
Swanson Mechanical 
309-373-4773 

Carbondale, IL 
Jacobs Air 

Conditioning & 
Heating, Inc. 

618-529-2989 

Dubuque, IA 
All Season’s Heating 

& Cooling, Inc. 
563-582-2584 

Effingham, IL 
Merz Heating & A/C 
217-342-2323 

Elburn, IL 
J R Herra, Inc. 
630-365-6266 

Griggsville, IL 
B-K Electric Inc. 
217-833-2488 

Jacksonville, IL 
Brennan Sheet Metal 
217-245-7181 

Jerseyville, IL 
Vanausdoll Heating & 

Cooling 
618-498-4349 

Marion, IL 
Ponder Service, Inc. 
618-977-8900 

Newark, IL 
Newark Mechanical 
815-695-1467 

Paxton, IL 
L & R Heating & 

Cooling, Inc. 
217-379-3191 

Pekin, IL 
Central Heating & A/C 
309-696-9080 

Sugar Grove, IL 
TRIC0 Mechanical 
630-466-3662 

Taylorville, IL 
Yard Heating & 

Cooling 
217-824-4737 

Villa Grove, IL 
R C Plumbing & 

Heating 
217-832-9744 



Prepare for a creature-free winter 
Sanitation and proper storage are keys 

TL 

"Cleanliness is next 
to godliness and next 
to making sure the 

insects are kept at bay." 

There are all sorts of creatures scurrying around 
your house in the dead of night. Some you 

can hear. Others you can’t unless you have 
Superman’s ears. 

We’re all familiar with the obvious ones. 
Crickets come and go. They are particularly 

annoying during October and 
November as they move inside 
from the cold. After several weeks 
indoors with nothing to eat, they 
die. Or else the four-legged felines lie 
in wait, pounce and then snarf the 
6-legged chirpers down. 

There are the flies that buzz 
around windows, droning on the panes to the 
point where they become annoying. Again, time 
takes care of them, or use a rolled up newspaper 
... but never an electrical magazine. 

Spiders last longer and you can find them 
on things here and there in the basement, crawl 
spaces or between the walls and under appliances. 
Yet, they cause more concern than they’re worth. 
Just stay out of their way, keep the bedroom clean 
and don’t stick your hand in a dark spot without 
shining a flashlight there first. 

Cleanliness is next to godliness and next 
to making sure the insects are kept at bay. A 
thorough cleaning once a month of carpet, 

upholstery, under 
appliances and in the 
basement is essential. 
Vacuuming sucks up many 
creatures, and the ones 
that remain may only be 
partially there, with a few 
of their legs in the vacuum 
bag. 

But it’s the other 
insects that you don’t 

always see that can be really nuisances. 
First, there are the cockroaches which only 

another cockroach or entomologist would like. 
They are synonymous with filth, though cock¬ 
roaches themselves are one of the cleanest 
creatures, often bathing each other much like cats 
lick each other’s head. 

However, cockroaches feed on those food 
particles that fall between the cracks. You really 
can’t blame them. They don’t have the capacity 

to open the refrigerator door or cupboards and 
pull out food. If you had a sanitary kitchen, you’d 
have a hard time keeping cockroaches around. 

Cockroaches like to live in the walls and feed 
at night. They don’t leave lots of little telltale 
signs like mice do. You may have them for years 
and never see them unless you make a quick foray 

into the kitchen at 2 a.m. and turn on 
the lights, and watch groggily as 

creatures scurry away. 
Cats are one good 

control, as they have the 
patience to wait all evening 

for some form of entertainment, 
which is chasing the cockroaches. 

Traps and baits work well, but make sure you 
read and follow the directions. Keep the baits out 
of reach of children and pets. 

There are other kitchen pests which tend 
to be noticed around this time as we start doing 
more baking. Pantry pests, lumped as a group, can 
be beetles, weevils (or their larva) and feed on 
grain products like oatmeal, flour, cake mixes, bis¬ 
cuit mixes, cereal, pet food (especially those high 
in cereal products), chocolate, dried beans, many 
herbs and spices, and surprisingly, dried flowers. 

Sanitation is also important. Keep grain 
products tightly sealed. A cardboard box or paper 
sack is no match to these creatures. Store the 
products in plastic, metal or glass canisters. 

You can also store the products in the freezer, 
which kills the insects and larva. Just warm up the 
product to room temperature before using it. 

Interestingly enough, few of the pantry pests 
go after sweet items like sugar and honey. 

Most are blackish brown to red and small. 
Usually they elicit more of an “ick” than any¬ 
thing else. Many people throw the product away. 
Some just sift the offending creature out and use 
the product. After all, most insects are safe to eat 
and a good source of protein. (Yes ... I know ... 
Ick.) ■ 

David Robson is an Extension Educator, 

Horticulture, at the Springfield Extension 

Center, University of Illinois Extension, 

P.0. Box 8199, Springfield, IL 62791. 

Telephone: 217-782-6515. 

E-mail: drobson@uiuc.edu. 
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Looking for a better alternative 
to your existing furnace? 

Look no further than a GeoComfort® 
geothermal system. Replacing your 
fossil fuel furnace with a GeoComfort 
system can reduce your monthly utility 
costs by up to 70%. What’s more, 
geothermal systems are the cleanest, 
quietest and most comfortable systems 
on the market. It’s never too late or 
too early to consider a GeoComfort 
geothermal system for your home. 

GeoComfort. Live comfortably™. 

Bratcher Heating & 
Air Conditioning 

Bloomington/Normal (309) 454-161 
Champaign (217) 378-4328 

Paxton (217) 370-6305 
www.bratchercomfort.com 

Climate Company, Inc. 
Breese (618) 526-2135 

Engel Heating & Cooling 
Collinsville (618) 344-0359 

Davis Electric 
Rushville (217) 322-6677 

For more information, 
visit your local GeoComfort dealer: 

Ernst Heating & Cooling 
Hamel (618) 633-2244 

Fowler Heating & Cooling 
Marion (618) 997-5288 

Jesse Heating & A/C 
Decatur (217) 422-1744 

Champaign (217) 352-851 

Keck Heating & A/C 
Quincy (217) 223-5325 

Kuchefski Heating & A/C 
Danville (217) 442-1454 

Champaign (217) 373-1454 

L D Mechanical Contractors 
Charleston (217) 345-9633 

Mark’s Heating & Cooling 
Greenville (618) 664-2499 # 

www.markshc.com 

Neal’s Heating & Cooling 
Marissa (618) 295-3402' 

Neuhaus Heating & Cooling 
Litchfield (217) 324-2818 

Philhower Electric, 
Plumbing, & Heating 
Tiskilwa (815) 646-4481 

R & H Plumbing & Heating Inc. 
Altamont (618) 483-6159 

Rightnowar HVAC 
Keenes (618) 732-8268 

South Side Hardware 
Greenfield (217) 368-2705 

Steffen Heating & A/C Inc. 
Effingham (217) 342-2062 

Stevens Heating & A/C 
Quincy (217) 222-5220 

www.stevensquincy.com 

Weeke Sales & Service 
Okawville (618) 243-5333 

www.weekecustomcomfort.com 

Whitt Sales & Service, Inc. 
Farina (618) 245-6404 



Geothermal Heat Pumps Have Best Payback 
Fed tax credit recognizes renewable energy benefits of geothermal 
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costs about $25,000. It would produce about two 
kilowatts for six hours per day (25 percent of the 
day) if the sun were shining. That means the sys¬ 
tem would produce enough electricity to power 
two 1,000-watt hair dryers. The estimated payback 
is around 50 years and the life expectancy of the 
system is 20 years. I personally don’t think you 
can find a much worse investment. There is a tax 
credit available for this system in the Emergency 
Economic Stabilization Act. 

No. 2 - A typical wind generator for a 
2,000-square-foot house costs between $10,000 
and $20,000, depending on the size of the unit. 
It would typically produce four to six kilowatts of 
electricity if the wind is blowing sufficiently. In 
many parts of the United States residential wind 
generation is not a viable option. In fact, one of 
the most efficient wind farms in the U.S. only 
generated 30 percent of the time last year, with 
almost no generation during the hottest summer 
months. It is at best difficult to estimate the pay¬ 
back of a residential wind turbine because of such 
unknown factors as maintenance costs and the 
availability of wind. There is, however, a federal 
tax credit available in the new law. 

No. 3. A typical geothermal heat pump for a 
2,000-square-foot house should cost about $11,000 
more than a conventional heating and cooling 
system. It does provide all of the heating and cooling 
required and it is available every single hour of every 
single day. The average payback for such a system 
will be seven to 10 years. The life expectancy of the 
geothermal unit is estimated to be 25 years, the loop 
in the ground is guaranteed for 50 years and no one 
actually knows how long it will last after that. And, 
yes, there is a federal tax credit available, at last! 

Now, open your mind, think about it and you 
will probably be just as excited about this as I am. 

Geothermal has finally come of age! To learn 
more about the energy tax incentives, visit 
www.energy.gov/taxbreaks.htm. ■ 

Doug Rye, the “Doctor of Energy 
Efficiency-the King of Caulk and Talk” can 
be heard on several different Illinois radio 
stations. Or you can go to his Web site 
at www.dougrye.com, e-mail him at 
info@philliprye.com, or call 501-653- 
7931. You can also sign up for a free 
newsletter and order his “how to” 
videotapes. 

We are postponing our discussion of the 10 
Commandments of Energy Efficiency for a very 

important reminder. It’s almost time to do your 
taxes. Yikes! 

In October, 2008 the $700 billion Emergency 
Economic Stabilization Act of 2008 (H.R. 1424) 
was signed into law. In addition to helping stabilize 
the nation’s financial markets, the law also extended 
and enhanced tax credits and financing relating to 
renewable energy and energy efficiency. And I am 
pleased to announce that included in the tax credits 
- can you believe it - are geothermal heat pumps! 

For years, I have been teaching you about the 
advantages of geothermal heat pumps. And here is 
one of the bonus benefits many people don’t realize 
— it provides a good percentage of your domestic 
hot water practically free. 

As I have said for years, 75 percent of the 
energy used in a geothermal heat pump is from the 
solar British thermal units (Btus) that have been 
stored in the earth or, in other words, geothermal is 
75 percent renewable solar energy. And it appears 
the federal government now recognizes that geother¬ 
mal heat pumps take advantage of this solar energy. 

Let’s look at some 
popular renewable 
energy sources: 

No. 1 - A typical 
solar voltaic system for a 
2,000-square-foot house 



WE NEED 
YOUR HELP. 

v> 
■ Energy 
Dialogue V 

jr Future 
America 

Senators are drafting climate change legislation 
NOW, and you can impact the outcome. 
Climate Change legislation should be: 

Fair • Climate Change legislation needs 
to recognize regional differences in how 
electricity is produced. 

0 Affordable ■ Any climate 
change plan must keep electricity affordable 
for all Americans. 

Ef Achievable. 
Climate Change legislation must be realistic 
to ensure long-term success. 

► www.ourenergy.coop 



The Efficiency 
of Space Heaters 

By Brian Sloboda, CRN 

Space heaters are small, versatile, and 
generally good at warming a room, 

and at some point most people consider 
purchasing one. However, some manufac¬ 
turers claim that their electric space 
heater can significantly cut a home’s 
heating bill. Do these claims make sense? 

Some basic facts about space heaters 
will help get at the truth of the matter. 
Space heaters work best as a supplement 
to a furnace or heat pump — they are 
rarely used as the primary heating source. 
Three main types of space heaters are 
available, which can usually be bought for 
$30 to $100: radiant heaters, convection 
heaters and combination heaters. 

Radiant Heaters 
A radiant heater heats objects and 

people — not the air — in a room. They 
are best used in rooms where the person 
who wants to be warmed can be in direct line of sight of 
the heater. Radiant heaters can be a good choice if you are 
in a room for a short period of time and want instant heat. 
They can pose a burn or fire risk and should not be placed 
near furniture, drapery, pets, or small children. 

Convection Heaters 
Convection heaters are designed to heat the air 

— not people or objects — in a room. Hot air 
from the convection heater rises to the ceiling 
and forces cooler air to the floor. The cooler 
air is warmed by the heater and rises to the 
ceiling, creating a cycle that continues as long 
as the heater is on. These are typically either 
baseboard heaters or oil- or water-filled heaters. 
The oil- or water-filled heaters are the most 
efficient and typically look like a small radiator. 
Convection heaters are generally warm to the 
touch and, compared to a radiant heater, have a 
decreased fire and bum risk. 

Combination Heaters 
As the name implies, a combination heater 

tries to bring the best of the radiant and convection 
heaters into one package. They often have an internal 

fan that aids in distributing heat throughout the room. 
These heaters are versatile and more common as a result, 
although they do not typically perform as well as a radiant 
or convection heater. 

Before purchasing a space heater you should deter¬ 
mine how and where it will be used, and whether a 
radiant, convection, or combination heater will do the job 

best. Combination units are versatile, 
but you will most likely get bet¬ 
ter performance from a radiant 
or convection heater. Use a 
radiant heater if you want heat 
instantly and will not move from 
one spot. If you need to warm an 
entire room, a convection heater 
should do the trick. 

Most space heaters use 
between 600 and 1,500 watts of 
electricity. If a homeowner were 
to use a space heater 8 hours a 
day, 5 days a week for a month it 
would cost approximately $15.26. 
So can using a space heater cut 

your home heating bill? Maybe. 
Space heaters can only heat a small space. You can 
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Energy Efficiency 
Space heaters can help cut heating costs, and here's how: 
Turn the central thermostat down (as low as 50 degrees) 
and use the space heater in a closed, occupied room. 

save significant 
money if you 
use the space 
heater with this 

in mind: Turn the 
thermostat of your 

central heating system 
down considerably (as low as 50 

degrees in some cases). Place the space heater in a room 
that is occupied by people, and close that room off from 
the rest of the home. This method of “zone heating” will 
save money. 

Space heaters do have their place in warming a house. 
But they simply cannot replace energy efficient central 
heating or weatherization improvements to the home. For 
example, all electric space heaters produce 1 unit of heat 
for every 1 unit of electricity consumed, meaning they are 
100 percent energy efficient. Those that use natural gas 

are 80 percent efficient. In comparison, geothermal heat 
pumps can produce more than 3 units of heat for every 
unit of electricity consumed, making them 300 percent 
efficient. 

As with any technology, before purchasing a space 
heater understand how the device is to be used and under¬ 
stand the energy claims of the manufacturer. While it may 
be technically possible to cut your heating bill by 50 per¬ 
cent using a space heater, it is impractical for most people. 

Brian Sloboda is a program manger specializing in energy 

efficiency for the Cooperative Research Network, a service of 

the Arlington, Va.'based National Rural Electric Cooperative 

Association. 

The Cooperative Research Network monitors, evaluates, and 

applies technologies that help electric cooperatives control costs, 

increase productivity, and enhance service to their consumers. 

Before you buy 
Before buying a space heater it will likely be 
beneficial to perform some easy and inexpensive 
energy-saving measures at your home. Any of 
these could solve your heating problems without 
any additional heating equipment: 

• Add caulk and weather 
stripping around doors 
and windows. 

Add insulation to attics 
and exposed walls. 

Clean or replace furnace filters. 

Move furniture or obstacles from heat registers. 

Insulate duct work. 

Close blinds or curtains at night. 
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Who: Minor Church of Christ of Mulkeytown, 111. 

Cost: $10, including shipping 

Details: hard-backed, comb-bound 

Pages of recipes: 187 

Send checks to: Minor Church of Christ, 
c/o Marsha Stanley, 3482 Creeknation Black Top, 

Mulkeytown, IL 62865, 
or call 618-596-6007. 

Chicken Cashew Casserole (above) 
1 can mushrooms, undrained 
1/2 can chow mein noodles 
1 C. cashew nuts, chopped 
Crushed potato chips 

2 C. chicken, chopped (or tuna) 
1 C. onion, finely chopped 
1 C. celery, finely chopped 
1 can mushroom soup 
2 heaping tsp. mayonnaise 

Heavenly Favorites 

Preheat oven to 350°. Mix all ingredients together except potato chips. Place in 

a casserole dish and top with chips. Bake for 30 minutes or until heated through. 
Serves 4. 

Taco Tartlets 

Cool Whip Cookies Crock-pot Candy 

Meat shells: 
1 lb ground beef 
2 T. taco seasoning 
1 T. ice water 

1 cm. any flavor cake mix 
1 C. Cool Whip 

1 egg 
Powdered sugar 

Mix cake mix, Cool Whip, and egg to¬ 

gether with spoon. Drop by tablespoons 

into powdered sugar. Roll to cover. Place 

on a greased cookie sheet. Bake at 350° for 
8 to 10 minutes. Let cool on cookie sheet 

for several minutes. Cookies will be soft. 

Be careful not to over-bake. Serves 24. 

1 (12-oz.) jar roasted peanuts 
or 3/4 (16-oz)jar 

1 (12-oz) pkg. semi-sweet chocolate 
chips 

1 (4-oz.) box German sweet chocolate 
1 pkg. almond bark (prefer white) 

Layer with the peanuts on bottom. Do 

not stir. Do not peek. Cook on low for 
1 hour. Open lid and stir together until 
smooth. Dip out by spoons onto greased 

cookie sheet or onto wax paper. Delicious! 

Serves 15. 

Visit www.icl.coDp to see an archive of past 
Illinois Country Living recipes. 
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Filling: 
1 C. sour cream 
2 T. red taco sauce 
2-oz. ripe olives, chopped 
1 C. coarsely crushed tortilla 

chips, divided 
1/2 C. shredded Cheddar cheese 

Preheat over to 375°. Meat shells: Com¬ 

bine ingredients. Mix well. Press meat 
mixture into bottom and sides of tiny tart 

pans. Set aside. Combine sour cream, taco 
sauce, olives and 3/4 cup tortilla chips. 
Spoon filling into each shell, mounding 

slightly. Combine remaining chips and 

cheese. Sprinkle over each tartlet. Bake 
for 10 minutes. Garnish with taco sauce. 

Serves 32. 



Ban Appetit 
Who: The Fellowship House of Anna, III. 

Cost: $10, plus $3.00 shipping 

Details: hard-backed, comb-bound 

Pages of recipes: 55 

Send checks to: The Fellowship House, 
SOON. Main, Anna, II62906 

or call 618-833-4456. 

Itasca Country Crock-pot 
Wild Rice Soup 

Chicken or Turkey Divan 
Casserole 

2 (10-oz.) pkgs. frozen broccoli 
(slightly cooked and drained) 

2 cans cream of chicken soup or 
cream of celery soup concentrate 

1 T. lemon juice 
8-oz. shredded cheddar cheese 

(may substitute Cabot’s brand low 
fat cheddar) 

2 C. diced chicken or turkey (cooked) 
1 C. Hellmann’s Mayonnaise 

(may substitute reduced-fat mayo) 
1 T. butter, melted (may substitute 

olive oil or extra virgin olive oil) 
1 sleeve crackers, crushed 

Spray 13x9 casserole dish with nonstick 

spray. Sprinkle broccoli evenly over bot¬ 

tom, then chicken/turkey. Mix soup (do 
not add water), mayonnaise, and lemon 

juice in small bowl; spread over chicken/ 
broccoli in pan. Add melted butter/oil 

to crackers in bowl and stir until coated. 

Sprinkle crackers over mixture in pan. 
Bake at 350° for 20-30 minutes until hot 
and bubbly. 

Creamy Spinach Bake 

2 (8-oz.) pkgs. cream cheese, softened 
2 (10 3/4 -oz.) cans cream of 

mushroom soup 
4 (10-oz.) pkgs. frozen chopped spinach, 

thawed & well drained 
2 (2.8-oz.) cans French Fried Onions 
2/3 C. crushed Ritz or Saltine crackers 
1/4 C. melted butter 

In bowl, beat cream cheese until smooth. 
Add soup; mix well. Stir in spinach and 

French Fried Onions. Transfer to a greased 
2 1/2 quart baking dish. Combine crackers 
and butter; sprinkle over spinach mixture. 
Bake uncovered at 350° for 30-35 minutes 
or until heated through. Yields 10 servings. 

Jax Cafe Artichoke dip 

2 (8-oz.) Ctns. cream cheese 
1 C. mayonnaise 
1 C. sour cream 
2 C. shredded Parmesan cheese 
1 T. minced garlic 
5 green onions, chopped 
1/2 C. red onion, chopped 

1/2 C. red bell pepper, diced small 
3 C. chopped artichoke hearts 
1 1/2 tsp. hot sauce 
11/2 tsp. salt 
1 1/2 tsp. white pepper 
Pita chips or Italian bread 

(sliced thin) 

Soften cream cheese. Add mayonnaise, sour cream, Parmesan cheese, garlic, onions, 

red bell pepper, artichoke hearts, hot sauce, salt &. white pepper in bowl and mix 
thoroughly with an electric mixer. Bake in a 13x9 glass baking dish at 350° for 30 
minutes. After baking, spoon dip into a small serving bowl and serve with pita chips 
or sliced Italian bread. Makes 8 cups. 

R,Ce SouP (above) 
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Sel&ct^ 
Ones-Vay 
Ventures 
Dr. John Ronan DDS 

& Associates 
Can Offer You 

Dentures, Partials 
& Extractions 

ONE-DAY SERVICE; 

Office Hours: Monday-Friday 8 to 4 

Call for an Appointment 

(217-479-8444) 
(1-877-565-8981) 

1201 W. Walnut, Jacksonville, IL 62650 

Payment Accepted 
Cash, Mastercard or Visa 

A/o Personal Checks 

Design your own 
floorplan at no charge! 

Now available with 
[51 WERMm 

for only $6,900! 

Over Stock & 
Display Homes 

available h 1' Tl 

immediately! 

\ 

^Great New Floorplans! 
s Free Whirlpool Appliances! 
sExpanded Delivery Area! 
s Energy Efficiency Package 
sLennox Furnace Standard! 

www.dhsolar.net 

' 8” Sidewalls, R-50 Ceilings, 
20-year Windows, Lennox Furnace, 

Kohler Plumbing, Tax, Delivery 
\^^^^^raneWoii<included^ 

Visit our website at: 

Call For A Free Brochure 

1-800-627-9443 
MN Contractor #20146710 

Corporate Office: {18 Models) 
Prairie du Chien, Wl 53821 1-608-326-6041 

Burlington, IA 52601 319-754-6100 {8 Models) 
Edgerton, Wl 608-884-6263 (5 Models) 

Eldridge, IA 52748 (8 Models) 

• Quality, durability and dependability you can count on 

• Lower energy costs for the long haul 

• Warranted not to leak for as long as you own your home 

• Green Power ready .. .. 
Marathon 
WATER HEATERS 

Get a Marathon and invest in the future. 

Contact these Electric 
Cooperatives of Illinois 
regarding availability of 
Marathon LIFETIME Water 
Heaters in your area: 

Clay Electric Cooperative, Inc., 
Flora, IL 
(618)662-2171 

Egyptian Electric Cooperative 
Assoc., Murphysboro, IL 
(800)606-1505 

Monroe County Electric 
Cooperative, Waterloo, IL 
(618)939-7171 

Rural Electric Convenience 
Cooperative, Auburn, IL 
(217)438-6197 

Shelby Electric Cooperative, 
Shelbyville, IL 
(800)677-2612 

Southeastern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative, Eldorado, IL 
(618)273-2611 

Southern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative, Dongola, IL 
(618)827-3555 

Wayne-White Electric 
Cooperative, Fairfield, IL 
(618)842-2196 

Or for additional information, 
«all: 800 478-9434 

Or visit www.marathonheaters.com 



Songs of Sinatra - Unique enter¬ 
tainment for seniors, anniversaries, 
birthdays, private and company 
parties, sales events, in sur¬ 
rounding Springfield area. 
www.philsteinbergsings.com. 

First Street Restaurant Equipment 
used sheers, tenderizers, grinders, 
meatsaws, ss sinks, tables. New and 
used cooking equipment, pottery 
wheels and kilns. 2615 So. First, 
Springfield, 217-522-3934, 217-971- 
8592. 

Authorized Rainbow distributor. 
Repairs, supplies and service. Living 
air purifiers. L&L Distributing, 116 S. 
VanBuren St., Newton, IL 62448. 
618-783-3755. 

Filter Queen/Defender sales, service 
and supplies. For free information, 
call 800-753-5401, 618-948-2874 or 
write She-N-I, Inc. RR1, Allendale, 
IL 62410. 

Cabins in Shawnee Forest of Southern 
Illinois. Five beautiful cabins of all 
sizes. All amenities. Everything 
provided but food. Meals and massage 
therapist available. Horseback riding 
nearby. Pet friendly. Near Garden of 
Gods, adjacent to Rim Rock, close 
to Pounds Hollow Lake. On scenic 
byway. Pavilion. Excellent for group 
gatherings. Three nights for two 
December, January and February. 
www.rimrocksdogwoodcabins.com. 
618-264-6036. 

Guest House Vacation Rental. 
Elizabethtown, IL. 2BR, 2Bath. 
Overlooking Ohio River. Near 
Garden of the Gods/Shawnee Forest. 
www.Hardincountybluehouse.com 
618-876-9118. 

Sick camper refrigerator? Specializing 
28 years in rebuilding cooling units. 
New and used units available. 
Camper repair. Crutcher’s RV, 
Cropsey, IL. 309-377-3721. 

Midwest Bird and Animal Swap & 
Sale, Nov. 29 at Monroe County 
Fairgrounds, Waterloo, IL from 5:30 
to Noon. 618-939-6809. 

Wanted to buy: Standing timber. All 
species. Pay top price. Clear or select 
cut. Call 815-434'4141. 

41 white pine trees, delivered, planted, 
mulched. $64.50 per tree. Buy 10 get 
1 free. Call for other sizes, varieties 
or shades. Price may vary depending 
on geographical location. 
www.atwoodtrees.com. 
Call 217-886-2316 

Fiberglass corrugated, 26-inch wide. 
8-10-12- foot long. 8 ft.-$5. 12 ft.-$8. 
Large supply, all colors. Dongola, IL. 
618-827-4737. 

Let the pros lease your hunting rights. 
Liability insurance provided. Call for 
a free landowner’s packet. 1-866-309- 
1507. BaseCampLeasing.com. 

Insulation. 4x8 sheets, foil-backed 
foam. Also rolls of foil-bubble pak- 
insulation. All factory seconds. 
www.nichols5.com. Contact Ken 
Nichols, 800-424-1256. 

Miniature Mediterranean donkeys. 
Pet, show and breeding quality. Gray 
duns, chocolates, spotteds and blacks. 
Visitors welcome. Canton, IL. 309- 
647-7162. www.copperascreek.com. 

America’s Oldest & Largest Rare Breed Hatchery 
FREE COLOR CATALOG 

Over 140 varieties of Baby Chicks, Bantams, 
Turkeys, Guineas, Peafowl, Game Birds, 
Waterfowl, Juvenile Fowl. Also Eggs, Incubators, 
Books, Equipment and Medications. 

Call 1-800-456-3280 
(24 hours a day) 

Murray McMurray Hatchery, 
Cl 32, Webster City, Iowa 50595-0458 
Website: http://www.mcitiurrayhatchery.com 

Call Toll Free 
Today for a 

FREE! 

130-year perforation warranty 
1 Full technical support from start to finish 
1 Fully customized to meet your needs 
1 Factory-direct savings 

Our building consultants are ready to take your call 

1-800-668-51111 

Never have to buy fuel — oil, gas, kerosene, wood — ever again! 

Your Benefits with Hydro-Sil: 
Zone controlled heating cost with Hydro-Sil 
No service contracts. Lifetime warranty. 
Safe, complete peace of mind 
Clean, no fumes, environmentally safe 
111. listed 
No furnaces, ducts, or chimneys 
Preassembled — ready to use 
Portable (110V) or permanent (220V) 
Whole house heating or single room 

Hydro-Sil is a high performance individual 

room heating system that allows you to control 

your home heating cost by replacing old 

and inefficient heating. It can replace or 

supplement your electric heat, gas or oil 

furnace and woodstoves. 

A one-time purchase that will last a lifetime: 

inside the heater is a sealed copper chamber 

filled with a harmless silicone fluid designed 

for heat retention qualities. The fluid is quickly 

heated by a varying amount of micro-managed 

proportional power. This exclusive technology 

greatly increases energy efficiencies. 

Check ■ MasterCard ■ Visa ■ Discover 

1-800-627-9276 
www.hydrosil.com 

Hydro-Sil, P.0. Box 662, Fort Mill, SC 29715 

220 VOLT 
PERMANENT 

Approx. Area 
to Heat 

Discount 
Price 

S&H Qly. 

8’ 2000 w 250-300 sf $319 $25 

6’ 1500 w 180-250 sf $289 $25 

5' 1250 w 130-180 sf $259 $25 
4’ 1000 w 100-130 sf $239 $18 

3’ 750 w 75-100 sf $189 $18 

2’ 500 w 50-75 sf $169 $18 

Thermostats - Call for options & exact heater needed. 

110 VOLT PORTABLES 
(Thermostat included.) 

Discount 
Price 

S&H Qty. 

5’ Hydro-Max 750-1500 w $229 $25 

3’ 750 w - Silicone $179 $18 

Heavy-Duty 240v $329 $25 

Total Amount 

Name  

Address_ 

City  

Zip  Phone 

MasterCard, Visa or Discover Account Information: 

Acct #  

Expiration Date  
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How to place an ad: 

1) Type or print ad neatly. 

2) Count words. Cost is $30 for up to the first 20 words. $1.50 each additional 
word. Ads with insufficient funds will not be printed. 

3) Prepayment is required. Include check or money order with ad for amount due. 
Also include address label from Illinois Country Living or other proof of Illinois 
electric cooperative membership. Only members of Illinois electric cooperatives 
may place Marketplace ads. 

4) Mail to: Illinois Marketplace, P.O. Box 3787, Springfield, IL 62708, by 
deadline. 

Deadlines: January issue - November 20; 
February issue - December 21. 

We reserve the right to reject any advertisement. Ads postmarked after the deadline will be placed 
in the next available issue. 

Central Illinois Properties Wanted: 
Horse or Mini Farms, Victorian 
or Country Homes, Recreational, 
Hunting, or Farm Land, and 
Waterfront or Lake Houses. We 
have buyers! Our No. 1 Country 
Web site reaches 800,000+ buyers 
monthly. Millions view our 10 
Country Specialty Catalogs. National 
Advertising including the Wall 
Street Journal. Exclusive Realtor 
Affiliates for John Deere, DU and 
FFA! Properties showcase on 15 + 
Web sites and we have the highest 
Internet ranking! Only Illinois 
Realtor with an exhibit booth and 
seminars at 8 Illinois Sportshows - 
Next is: “Hunting and Fishing Days” 
at Yorkville’s Silver Springs State 
Park, September 26'27. Call Broker 
Jerry Grodesky 217-386-4220 
or visit United Country at 
www.FarmAndLakeHouses.com. 

Vacation rental retreat Illinois River 
Valley. 1860’s Limestone house on 
scenic Illinois River Road, Greene 
County, http://mcgeesl860rock 
bottomretreat.pbworks.com/Front 
Page 217-837-2685. Book now to see 
eagles. 

It’S planting time. We have white pine 
and Norway Spruce to plant as wind 
break or privacy screen. Call John at 
TurfGreen Landscaping. 217-793-1114 
or 217-306-0248. 

Wanted: Indian artifacts of all kinds. 
Free appraisals. 309-338-3281 
evenings or leave a message. 

Wanted to buy: Standing timber, most 
species. Pay top prices. Call 217-285- 
2760. 

Wanted to buy: Ginseng (fresh or dry), 
Goldenseal, May apple, bloodroot, 
blackroot, figwort, frostweek, other 
roots, leaves, barks. 618-282-3267 

Lampshades recovered. Have that 
old lampshade recovered to look 
like new. Reasonable rates. Savanna, 
IL 815-273-4087. Custom shades, 
Victorian or traditional, also available. 

Stay and Play in Southern Illinois’ 
Hardin County. Shawnee Forest, Ohio 
River, Garden of the Gods, Cave- 
in-Rock. www.hardincountyil.org. 
Illinois Mile After Magnificent Mile. 
618-287-4333. 

Cottage for Sale: 2 BR, beautiful 
location bordering Shawnee 
Forest on 3 acres of secluded 
land. New access entrance. 
wandamillerrealty@netscape.com. 
618-529-3737. 

Saddles built from scratch. 217-971- 
4866 - Also a repair specialist. 
Assured quality, reasonable price. 
Don Little, Petersburg. 

Earn $2,000 to $5,000/mo. without 
leaving your job! Call this 3 min. 
message and listen to what these 
people have done. 866-274-0657. 

Registered Miniature Herefords for 
Sale: Breed stock, 4H Projects, etc. 
Call 217-836-9057. 

Wanted: wooden wheel farm wagons, hay 
trolleys from barns, animal traps, mouse/ 
rat traps made in Abingdon, Illinois 
217-834-3331. 

Oil portraits - Impressive gifts! 
Provide clear, in-focus photo(s) of 
your favorite person(s) or pet(s). 
House portraits available also. 
Member of Portrait Society of 
America. Artist Becky Barker. 
rbarker01@peoplepc.com. 
815-635-3772 

Eliminate High Heating Bills! 

CLASSIC 
Outdoor Wood Furnace 

Heat entire home, multiple buildings, water 
and more with safe, comfortable heat.** 
Adapts easily to new or existing heating systems. 
Exclusive Ripple Top®, HeatLock Baffle® firebox 
design for maximum efficiency. 
There is no safer, more convenient way to heat 
with wood. 
'For a limited time, receive up to $300 in ThermoPEX insulated piping 

with the purchase of a Central Boiler Classic outdoor wood furnace at 
participating dealers. 

"Furnace and system must be properly sized and installed. 
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VISA 

Call the Roof King for your 
Mobile Home Roofing Needs! 

1 -800-748-0645 

Mobile Home Super Insulated 
Roof Over Systems 
40 Year Warranty 

Factory Direct from Roof King 

www.roofking.net 

For people with Medicare... 

Humana 
still makes 
house calls 

Yes, some people may say that's an old-fashioned idea. 

But at Humana, we still appreciate some of those old-time values. And to 
us, it's just the way we want to do business. 

That's why our licensed representatives are always happy to come and talk 
with you in the privacy and convenience of your home. They will listen to 
what you want in your health plan, and offer guidance to help you choose 
a plan that's right for you. 

Call today for more information or 
for your personal consultation: 

1-800-219-7540 
TTY 1-877-833-4486 
8 a.m. to 8 p.m., seven days a week 

SANGAMON 
RADIANT 
uponoraqua pex tubing products 
for agricultural, commercial shop 
floors and homes 

(217)971-8592 • FAX (217)483-7973 • Evening (217)483-3223 
John 0. McMillan - Owner 

You work hard, so should your metal 
building. Call Heritage today. 

Size *Price 
24x36x10 $ 4,357 
33x45x10 $ 5,919 
45x60x12 $ 9,439 
54x80x14 $14,197 

‘Prices vary based on codes, loads and accessories. 

HERITAGE 
BUILDING SYSTEMS 

Established 1979 

1.800.643.5555 | HeritageBuildings.com 

Life takes time 
Earning degree your 

Attend class one night a 
week and earn a bachelor’s 

degree at Lincoln College. 

Designed for working adults, our 
accelerated degree program is 

flexible, affordable, and convenient. 

Classes start every five weeks. Enroll 
today and start earning a degree 

in Business Management, Liberal 
Arts, Health Services 

Administration, 
imjjl or a certificate in 

Dental Services 
Management. 

•Lincoln •Normal 

abe.lincolncollege.edu 

800.569.0558 



We are the Manufacturer! 
Factory Direct Discounts! 

KENTUCKY 
BUILDINGS 

— LLC.— ® 

■BE*—SPflM 

1-606-668-3446 
www.kybuildings.net 

^KL\FI^ 

MID-AMERICA 
Pole Barn Co. 
30 x 50 x 10 Galvalume 

$8,200.00 
Price includes material, delivery, 

construction, factory trusses, screws 
Open M - F 8 to 5 

1-866-456-0959 
Price is subject to change without notice 

% 

“The Original’ 
OUTSIDE 

WOODBURNING 

FURNACE 
'Since TU7C 

  

www.hadyheoter.com 

Bat9j@hadyheat8f.com 

All stainless steel construction 
^ Heats home and household 

hot water 
10-year warranty 
Connects to your existing 
central duct 
or hydronic system 
Standard with bronze 
circulator pump and automatic 
draft combustion 
blower, and grates 
Units from 100,000 to 250,000 
BTU’s output 
Financing Available (new) 
Dealer Inquiries Welcome 

Hardy Manufacturing 
Company, Inc. 

12345 Road 505 

PHILADELPHIA, MS 39350 

(1-800-542-7395) 

LOWEST COST 
Term Life Insurance 

Issue ages through 90 

AGE $100,000 $250,000 
45 12.78 22.75 
55 16.19 31.28 
65 31.06 68.47 
Rates figured on monthly cost for female non-tobacco users 

BRANDON RAMLET 

(888) 250-5054 
TALIC FORM NO. 1-32207-198 

FARM CREDIT SERVICES OF ILLINOIS PROVIDES YOU 
WITH MORE RATE & TERM OPTIONS THAN ANY OTHER AG LENDER. 

W! fhether you're financing a new 

land purchase, refinancing a cur¬ 

rent mortgage or land contract, 

or making farm improvements - Farm 

Credit Services of Illinois can help. We've 

been the recognized leader in competitively 

priced farm real estate loans for over 90 

years. 

No other agricultural lender provides you 

with more rate and term options than 

Farm Credit - options designed to give you 

financing solutions customized for your 

farming operation. 

Farm Credit Services 
OF ILLINOIS 

Serving Illinois’ 60 southern counties 

“In the current housing market it is important to be both efficient and innovative in the homes 
we build. Superior Walls provides both of these elements. The consistency of the product, ease 
of installation and its “superior” energy efficient performance help set us apart from our 
competition. When all the benefits of Superior Walls are explained to our homeowners it is an 
easy choice.” Bill Doud, Doud Builders Inc 

The Leader in Restiertial Precast Foundation Systems 

877.327.6345 
info@fcsillmois.com 
www.fcsillinois.com 

DOUD 
BUILDERS! 
—The Home Team 

<> (>y Precast Concrete Solutions 
1-866-522-8565 

www.superiorwallspcs.com 



2, Annual Christmas Concert 
sponsored by the United Churches of 
Galena. Musicians, vocalists, choirs, and 
praise bands. 7:00 p.m. at St. Michael 
Church, 227 S. Bench St. in Galena. 
Reception to follow in Dolan Hall. 
Contact information 815--777--2108. 

4- 5* Annual Dickens on the 
Square holiday celebration on 
Courthouse Square in downtown Ma¬ 
comb. Dickens era characters in period 
costumes strolling the downtown area. 
Live music and refreshments. For more 
information log on to www.macomba- 
reachamber.com or call 309-837-4855. 

5* Annual 4-H Foundation 
Christmas Craft Show 9:00 a.m. - 
2:00 p.m. at the Farm Bureau Hall in 
east Pittsfield. Concessions available. 
Door prizes and Longaberger baskets 
raffle. Free admission. Booth space avail¬ 
able. For information call 217-285-5543. 

5- 6* Julmarknad Christmas 
Market. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. in Bishop Hill. 
Traditionally decorated shops and muse¬ 
ums. Encounter Swedish folk characters 
roaming the village. Special music, 
Swedish foods, unique gifts and more. 
Chocolate Walk at Steeple Building. 
Select homemade chocolate delicacies 
for your holiday enjoyment. For infor¬ 
mation email bishophill@winco.net or 
call 309-927-3345. 

4-6* Holiday Lights at the 
Henson Robinson Zoo 5 p.m. - 
8 p.m. in Springfield. Tour the zoo 
decked out for the holidays with 
thousands of lights and light displays. 
Admission $2.50 for adults, $1.50 for 
children, or bring a new unwrapped 
toy donation for Toys for Tots for 
free admission! For information visit 
www.hensonrobinsonzoo.org or call 
217-753-6217. 

6* Pierre Menard Home Christmas Open House state historic site 
at 4230 Kaskaskia Road in Ellis Grove. Home of the first Lt. Governor of 
Illinois. Home decorated inside and out. Refreshments served by volunteers 
dressed in 1840’s period clothing. For information visit www.friendsofthe- 
menardhome.blogspot.com or call 618-859-3031. 

5* McMillan and Life Christmas 
Tour 7 p.m. - 9 p.m. Southern Gospel 
Music hosted by The Bam located be¬ 
tween Tower Hill and Pana. Christmas 
Cookies! For more information contact 
Joanne at 217-562-3562 (hjoanne@con- 
solidate.net) or Judy at 217-539-4221 
(jjksmith@frontier.net). 

5* 12* The 7th Annual Christmas 
Bazaar, 119 South Appleknocker, Cob- 
den. New and gently used, upscale and 
handmade items, including Christmas 
trees, trim, wrap, games and gifts. Shop 
in a restored 1892 building with old 
showcases and counters. 8 a.m. — 4 p.m. 
618-893-2567 or 618-893-2865. 

6* Annual 1830’s Christmas 
Breakfast at the Macktown Living 
History Center 2221 Freeport Rd in 
Rockton. Step back in time and dupli¬ 
cate a historic, festive Christmas meal. 
The menu includes French-Canadian 
tourtiere meat pie, apples browned in 
butter with brown sugar and cinnamon, 
johnny cake and more! Period music 
and entertainment presented by reenac- 
tors in 1830’s style clothing. For more 
information visit www.macktownlivin- 
ghistory.com or call 815-624'4200. 

I 1-12* Lucia Nights Festival 
of Lights. 6 p.m. - 9 p.m. “Lucias” 
serve coffee and sweets in museums and 
shops. Special music at various village 
locations. Performers include the Peoria 
Cooperative Academy Chorale. 

12* Open House and Candle¬ 
light Tour of Illinois’ Oldest State 
Capitol building with period music and 
refreshments at 315 West Gallatin St. 
Candlelight Shopping sponsored by 
Vandalia Main St. with live window 
displays. Open 4:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 
For information contact Mary Cole at 
618-283-1161. 

12* Annual Christmas Bazaar 
at the Community Center in Cutler. 
9 a.m. - 4 p.m. Also on Dec. 13th from 
II a.m. - 4 p.m. For information e-mail 
cutler@egyptian.net or call 618-497-2133. 

12* The Bam Holiday Dinner 
6 p.m. located between Tower Hill and 
Pana. Reservation required. Tickets $10. 
For more information contact Joanne at 
217-562-3562 (bjoanne@consolidate.net) 
or Judy at 217-539-4221 (jjksmith® 
frontier.net). 

Visit our Web site, www.icl.coop 
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19* Christmas at the Mansions 
in Bloomington from 4 p.m. - 9 p.m. 
Tour 4 mansions decorated for Christ¬ 
mas. Tickets: $ 10/person in advance; 
$ 12/person at the door. Free shuttle bus 
service offered all evening from David 
Davis Mansion and Wesley United 
Methodist Church parking lot in 
Bloomington to all 4 mansions. 

20* A Baroque Christmas 7:30 
p.m. featuring Handel’s Messiah, part 1 
and the Hallelujah chorus, also carols 
for choir and audience. Holy Cross 
Catholic Church, 405 W. Clark St. in 
Champaign. For info visit www.baro- 
queartists.org or call 217-378-6802. 

>* Noble Fool Theatre pres¬ 
ents Tony N’ Tina’s Wedding 
7 p.m. at Pheasant Run Resort and 
Spa, 4051 E. Main St. in St. Charles. 
Be a guest at this hysterical mock 
Italian-American wedding, 
where you’re part of the family! 
Includes a ceremony full of 
mishaps and madcap comedy, 
cash bar, dinner, music and 
dancing. Overnight pack¬ 
ages available. Admision 
$69. 630-584-6342. 

1 2 * Annual Christmas House 
Tour 1 p.m. - 6 p.m. in Golconda. 
Purchase tickets at Pope Co. Museum 
on Main St. for $10. Refreshments avail¬ 
able. Christmas in the courtyard begins 
at 5:30 p.m. Depart from museum for 
candlelight walk and caroling to court¬ 
yard. Bonfire, hot chocolate, cookies and 
visit from Santa. 618-683-9702. 

12* 31 * Murder Mystery 
Dinner Theater, It’s a Wonderful 
Death at Collver Family Winery in 
Barry. 217-335-3279. 

13* Olde Tyme Christmas Fort 
Massac State Park, Metropolis. 1 p.m. - 
4 p.m. 1700’s decorations with period 
music and refreshments. 618-524-9321. 

12* Super Saturday Auld Abe 
Syne: an 1800s Holiday 10 a.m. - 
4 p.m. at the Illinois State Museum in 
Springfield. Go back in time to learn of 
the nineteenth century holidays. Ongo¬ 
ing activities throughout the day take 
30-45 minutes to complete and feature 
take-home crafts. Parents and families 
encouraged to participate. Registration 
is not required for this activity. For more 
information call 217-782-6044. 

19* State Street Dance - 
The Nutcracker 7:30 p.m. at the 
Dellora Norris Cultural Arts Center, 
1040 Dunham Rd. in St. Charles. 
For information visit www.norriscul- 
turalarts.com or call 630-584-7200. 

3 

Festival of Trees sponsored by 
Twelfth Street Presbyterian Church, 504 E 
12th St in Alton, 111. Holiday Ham Dinner 
from 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. adults $8, Chil¬ 
dren 6-10 $5, 5 and under free. Six profes¬ 
sionally decorated Christmas trees, holiday 
shop, boutique, baked goods, homemade can¬ 
dies, jams and apple butter. For information 
call 618-465-2507. 
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First-Time Offered: 
The New York Mint announces to the public this 
special one-time release of 10,000 silver coins 
from the U.S. Treasury. With the economic 
crisis sparking an enormous demand for pure 
silver coins, a national shortage has occurred. 
U.S. citizens can now take advantage of this 
exclusive offer—with prices guaranteed for 
24 hours from the issue date of this publication. 
Not just common silver pieces, these are authen¬ 
tic, legal-tender 2009 U.S. Silver Eagles in Brilliant 
Uncirculated condition struck by the U.S. Mint— 
for only $24.50! 

An Immediate Sell-Out is Predicted 
You may never again have the opportunity to own 
these coins at this price. With an unpredictable 
economic outlook worldwide, coupled with the 
falling dollar and stock market uncertainty, 
demand for these exceptional coins is exploding 
as collectors and investors scramble to hoard U.S. 
silver coins for their pure precious-metal content. 
The U.S. Mint does not sell these hefty Silver 
Eagle Dollars direct to the public. Now, you can 
obtain them through this officially-authorized re¬ 
lease. However, while these pure silver treasures 
may be timeless, this offer is not. 

Don't Miss This Hot Opportunity: Order Now! 
Consider that the number of coin collectors has 
sharply risen to over 50 million today, you may 
never get a second chance to capitalize on this 
opportunity. Order now while our limited supplies 
last. Prices and orders subject to availability. 
Orders will be processed on a strict first-come, 
first-served basis in the order in which they are 
received. Sold-out orders will be promptly 
refunded. Your satisfaction is assured by our 
30-day money-back guarantee. Due to the market 
demand for these coins, we must issue a strict 
limit of 20 coins per customer—all for just 
$24.50 each. No dealers please. Order your 
coins today! 

PLEASE: No Dealers or Retailers. 
Act now! Buy more and save with one 
low shipping price! 

100% Satisfaction Guarantee. 

A one-time shipping charge of $7.95 will be 
applied to each order. Offer open to the 
public and New York Mint customers. Coin 
dealers are prohibited from this offer. 

New York Mint 
Edina, MN 

®2009 Not affiliated with the U.S. Government. 
Products shown are not actual size. 

Supplies are limited and prices subject to change. 

Special Release ofmillilpmticiyculat 
2009 U.S. Silver Eagles Under $25! 


