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You work harder than most. 
You take care of your family as 
well as everyone else’s. 

You can’t control the elements, 
but you do what you can to 
make the best of what’s handed 
to you. 

You demand the best in your 
equipment and in yourself. 

GeoComfort shares your values 
and respects your ideals. Our 
geothermal comfort systems 
harvest the earth’s stored 
energy and use it to heat and 
cool your home. GeoComfort 
geothermal systems: the perfect 
combination of technology and 
respect for the earth. 

Advantage Comfort Systems 
Paxton (217)379-6305 

Bratcher Heating & Air Conditioning, Inc. 
Bloomington/Normal (309)454-1611 

Brennan Heating & Cooling 
Jacksonville (217)245-7181 

C & K Heating & Cooling 
Lebanon (618)537-9528 

Climate Company, Inc. 
Breese (618)526-2135 

D & R Heating & Air, Inc 
|' Centralia (618)548-9090 

Davis Electric 
Rushville (217)322-6677 

Ernst Heating & Cooling 
Hamel (618)633-2244 

Fowler Heating & Cooling 
Marion (618)997-5288 

Henson Robinson Company 
Springfield (217)544-8451 

Philhower Electric, Plumbing, & Heating 
Tiskilwa (Si 5)646-3381 

Jesse Heating & Air Conditioning 
Decatur (217)422-1744 

Champaign (217)352-8511 

Johnson Heating & A/C 
Kewanee (309)852-2610 

Kuchefski Heating & A/C, Inc. 
Danville (217)442-1454 

Mark’s Heating & Cooling 
Greenville (618)664-2499 

Neuhaus Heating & A/C 
Litchfield (217)324-2818 

R & H Plumbing & Heating, Inc. 
Altamont (618)483-6159 

Rightnowar HVAC 
Keenes (618)732-8268 

South Side Hardware 
Greenfield (217)368-2705 

Steffen Heating & A/C, Inc. 
Effingham (217)342-2062 

Stevens Heating & Air Conditioning 
Quincy (217)222-5220 

Weeke Sales & Service 
Okawville (618)243-5333 

Weidner Refrigeration, Inc. 
Divernon (217)628-3400 

Whitt Sales & Service, Inc. 
Farina (618)245-6404 

Geothermal Systems 

More geothermal information is available at www.geocomfort .com. 



TM 

THIS PLACE IS AZ00...LITERALLY1 
Visiting a zoo in Illinois is a fun an 
affordable education adventure for the 
whole family. 

Volume 66, No. 4, August 2008 

COMMENTARY 4 
Biofuels are not the primary cause of higher food prices. 
Find out more. 

CURRENTS   6 
Find out why we can expect slightly higher cooling costs in 
August. 

SAFETY & HEALTH 14 
Find out why stealing copper could be a death sentence. 

Published by 
Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives 

6460 South Sixth Frontage Road East, 
Springfield, IL 62712 

www.icl.coop 
800-593-2432 • aiecinfo@aiec.coop 

John Lowrey Editor 

Catrina McCulley Wagner Associate Editor 

Lisa Rigoni Advertising Manager 

Nancy R. Nixon Marketing Administrator 

Sandy Wolske Advertising Coordinator/Graphic Designer 

Jennifer Danzinger, Kathy Feraris 
& Chris Reynolds Graphic Designers 

Connie Newenham Circulation Coordinator 

Illinois Country Living is a monthly publication serving the communications needs 

of the locally owned, not-for-prolit electric cooperatives of Illinois. With a circula¬ 

tion of more than 174.000, the magazine informs cooperative members about issues 
affecting their electric cooperative and the quality of life in rural Illinois. 

IllinoisCountry Living (ISSN number 1086-8062) is published monthly and is the 

official publication of the Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives, 6460 South 

Sixth Frontage Road East, Springfield, IL 62712. The cost is $2.50 plus postage per 

year for members of subscribing cooperatives and $8 per year for all others. Periodical 

postage paid at Springfield, Illinois, and additional mailing offices. 

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to: Illinois Country Living, P.O. Box 3787, 

Springfield. IL 62708. 

ADVERTISING: The national advertising representative is The Weiss Group. 

1-877-934-7747. Acceptance of advertising by the magazine does not imply 

endorsement by the publisher or the electric cooperatives of Illinois of the product 

or service advertised. Illinois Country Living is not responsible for the performance 

of the product or service advertised. 

YARD & GARDEN 16 
Learn what makes August a great month to divide irises. 

ENERGY SOLUTIONS 18 
Read about a green opportunity brought about by a 
disaster. 

DOWSING - FIND A PEACEFUL HIDEAWAY IN AN 
ILLINOIS CABIN 20 
Rental cabins offer a way to get very far away without going 
far from home. 

MARKETPLACE 25 

FINEST COOKING .... 22 DATEB00K 29 

Touchstone Energy' 
vvww.touchstoneenergy.com 

The Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives and 25 Illinois electric cooperatives are members of Touchstone 

Energy, a national alliance of 660 electric cooperatives. Touchstone Energy cooperative employees adhere to 

four core values — integrity, accountability, innovation and commitment to community. 



=|j Finger Pointing Won't Solve Our Problems 
New President/CEO feels at home working for Illinois co-op members 

"Withnut biofuels gas 
prices would increase 
S.2D to S.35 a gallon" 

There’s no question that the price of a gallon of 

milk and gas have gone up dramatically. Some 

blame rising food prices on the increase in renewable 

energy such as ethanol. But there isn’t an easy 

answer to our energy issues, or one thing we can 

blame for higher food prices. 

There are many reasons for the increase in 

food prices. And although increased production of 

ethanol is a factor, it’s a very small one. Political 

strife, drought, floods and global population and 

demand increases are more important issues driving 

higher food prices. 

Food prices have risen 244 percent since 2004. 

A new report from New Energy Finance concludes 

that biofuels are responsible for at most 8 percent 

out of the 168 percent rise in grain prices since 2004. 

And grain prices are only a portion of the overall 

cost of our food. 

In June, the Secretary of Energy Samuel Bodman 

and the Secretary of Agriculture Edward T. Schafer 

stated that food prices were being driven up by higher 

oil prices, increased demand for developing nations, 

two years of bad weather and drought in parts of 

the world and export restrictions in some countries. 

Bodman and Schafer also said without biofuels, gas 

prices would increase $.20 to $.35 a gallon. This 
saves the typical household $250 to $300 a year and 

saves the U.S. overall as much as $49 billion. The 

Department of Energy’s (DOE) scientists found that 

corn-based ethanol reduced 

greenhouse gas emissions 

19 percent compared with 

gasoline. And we should 

remember that the original 

reason for adding ethanol to 

our gasoline was to improve 

air quality. 

Our transportation in¬ 

frastructure, distribution system and the cost of energy 

have a lot to do with the price of food and just about 

everything else. We can improve our distribution 

system and cut the cost to our economy. For example, 

we should improve our river navigation system, rail 

system and highways. River barge transportation is the 

most energy efficient. One ton of freight on a barge 

can travel 522 miles on a gallon of fuel. That com¬ 

pares to 386 miles on rail and 59 miles by semi-trailer 

truck. Yet we are putting more and more of our trans¬ 

portation burden on trucking and failing to improve 

our rail and river navigation systems. 

We can also make improvements to the bio¬ 

fuels energy system. There’s no question that the 

biofuels industry is still in its infancy in many ways. 

In the past year we’ve seen plans for new ethanol 

plants come and go, while others have made it 

through some tough times to completion. We need 

to find new answers to our energy demand. Biofuels 

will need to be a part of the solution. We need to 

continue to support this effort with a heavy dose 

of research and development that will continue to 

improve on our biofuels options. 

American farmers have a long history of 

producing more with less. Ethanol and biodiesel 

production will continue to be improved as well. 

The big change will come when we can switch from 

com to switchgrass for ethanol production. Right 

now there’s a lot of research and development going 

on across the country to help make that happen. For 

example, the DOE is investing about $385 million 

in six projects over the next four years to develop 

switchgrass ethanol production. 

Switchgrass was here when the settlers crossed 

the Great Plains and can be grown in 40 states. It 

grows to more than 8 feet tall, can produce 6 to 

7 tons per acre, and needs very little fertilizer. It’s 
estimated that switchgrass is capable of producing 

five times more net energy than corn-based ethanol. 

Even big oil companies are entering the biofuels 

business. ConocoPhillips recently announced a tech¬ 

nical cooperation agreement with Petrobras of Brazil, 

a leading sugarcane ethanol producer. ConocoPhillips 

also opened a new 432-acre research and training cam¬ 

pus in Colorado and signed a $5 million research deal 

with the Colorado Center for Biorefining and Biofuels. 

Biofuels represent just one of the logical options 

that will help us transition from an oil-based trans¬ 

portation system to one that will most likely be 

powered by electricity. Let’s all continue to look for 

answers and remember that pointing fingers never 

solves problems. ■ 

Robert Inman is the Past Chairman of the 
Board for the Association of the Illinois 
Electric Cooperatives, a Board Member for 
Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative and an 
active agriculture leader from Grand Chain. 

The opinions and views of guest commen¬ 
tators are their own and may not represent 
those of the Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives or the electric co-ops of Illinois. 
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All the sound without all the wires. 

Shown in 
Platinum White. 

Just plug it in and hear what you've been missing. 
With the Bose Wave® music system, there are no stacks 

of components. No tangle of wires. No dials to adjust. 

Advanced Bose technologies inside this small system 

work together to fill the room with the acclaimed 

performance that has made Bose the most respected 

name in sound. Audio writer Wayne Thompson of the 

Oregonian calls it “one-of-a'kind” and “my choice for 

product of the year.” You enjoy clear, realistic sound that 

you may have only thought possible from a much larger, 

more complicated stereo. In fact, Forbes FYI reports that 

“you’ll think you’re listening to a...sound system that 

costs five times more.” 

A roomful of premium sound...not wires. You buy 

a sound system to listen to music. Not to spend hours 

setting up equipment and connecting wires. With the 

Wave® music system, you’ll experience the pleasures of 

Bose quality sound moments after you open the box. Rich 

Warren of the News-Gazette says this easy-to-use system “will 

flat out seduce you.” 

Shown in NEW TITANIUM SILVER 
with optional Multi-CD Changer. 

The Bose* Wave* 
music system 

Enjoy the acclaimed performance in so many ways. 

Listen to the Wave® music system in your living room, 

kitchen, bedroom, wherever you want better sound. 

Everything you need is built in: CD/MP3 CD player, 

FM/AM tuner, clock and alarm. You control them all 

with a convenient, credit card-style remote. Connect an 

additional audio source if you like, and hear lifelike sound 

from your TV or MP3 player. An optional Multi-CD 

Changer makes it easy to listen to your favorite music for 

hours. As David Novak, the Gadget Guy, says, “It can easily 

replace whatever component system you currently have.” 

FREE 
Premium Backlit 

Remote when 
you order by 

Sept. 30,2008. 

Try it for 30 days, risk free. Use our 

Excitement Guarantee to experience the 

Wave® music system in your own home 

risk free for 30 days. Choose your favorite 

color: Platinum White, Graphite Gray 

or new Titanium Silver. Order now to 

receive our Premium Backlit Remote, 

absolutely free. This $39.98 value features large, 

illuminated buttons and the added convenience of 

not having to point it at the system. When you call, ask 

about making 12 easy payments, with no interest charges 

from Bose* So call now and order the Wave® music 

system. You’ll soon discover how delightfully simple it 

is to enjoy Bose sound. 

To order or learn more: 

1-800-925-9738, ext. TM536 
www.Bose.com/WMS 

Better sound through research® 

*Bose payment plan available on orders of $299-$1500 paid by major credit card. Separate financing offers may be available for select products. See website for details. Down payment is 1/12 the product price plus 
applicable tax and shipping charges, charged when your order is shipped. Then, your credit card will be billed for 11 equal monthly installments beginning approximately one month from the date your order is shipped, 
with 0% APR and no interest charges from Bose. Credit card rules and interest may apply. U.S. residents only. Limit one active financing program per customer. ©2008 Bose Corporation, Patent rights issued and/or pending. 
The Wave® music system's distinctive design is also a registered trademark of Bose Corporation. Financing and free remote offer not to be combined with other offers or applied to previous purchases, and subject to 
change without notice. If the Wave® music system is returned, the Premium Backlit Remote must be returned for a full refund. Offer is limited to purchases made from Bose and participating authorized dealers. Offer 
valid 8/1/08-9/30/08. Risk free refers to 30-day trial only and does not include return shipping. Delivery is subject to product availability. Quotes reprinted with permission: Thomas Jackson, Forbes FYI. Winter/04. 
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Future Leaders Enjoy Trip to Washington, D.C. You can’t lead if you don’t learn from history, and 
66 rural Illinois youth leaders received a con- 

centrated dose of history (and a lot of fun) during 
the “Youth to Washington” Tour, June 13-20. This 
event, sponsored by the electric and telephone 
cooperatives of Illinois, began in the late 1950s 
to introduce rural youths to our democratic form 
of government and cooperatives. The 66 rural 
Illinois youth leaders selected for the trip visited 

with their elected representatives and visited the 
White House, Arlington National Cemetery, the 
National Cathedral, the Smithsonian Museums, 
the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum, the World 
War II Memorial, the new Newseum and a number 
of other historical sites. For information on how 
to join next year’s tour, contact your local electric 
co-op, or go to www.aiec.coop and click on “Youth 
Programs.” ■ 

Make a Difference During Election 2008 Yes, you can make a difference 
if you start a conversation 

with your elected officials about 
reliable, affordable and environ¬ 
mentally responsible electric 
power. 

“Never underestimate the 
power of personal contact 
with your elected officials at 
all levels,” says Glenn English, 
chief spokesman for the nation’s 
electric cooperatives as head 
of the National Rural Electric 
Cooperative Association. 

And English should know. 
He spent a lot of time with his 
constituents during his 10 terms 

as a member of Congress from 
Oklahoma. 

“Take advantage of the sum¬ 
mer congressional recess and 
fall election season and talk to 
candidates or your representa¬ 
tives about our energy future and 
what they are doing to help us 
keep the lights on and electric 
bills affordable,” he says. 

English urges electric co-op 
consumers to attend campaign 
rallies and town-hall meetings 
when members of Congress visit 
or candidates for office make 
themselves available. 

“America has a huge energy 

challenge,” English warns. “Now 
is the time to ask some tough 
questions and get some real 
answers about what our elected 
officials are doing to help us 
meet growing demand for elec¬ 
tricity while addressing climate 
change goals. 

In addition to personal 
contact, letters make a difference, 
too, according to English. “In this 
electronic age, it’s easy to stay in 
touch. Electric co-op consumers 
can lead the way in discussing 
energy issues by going to www. 
ourenergy.coop, and asking those 
critical questions,” he says. ■ 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 



CURRENTS 
Expect Slightly Higher Cooling Costs in August 
Over the last month, temperatures 

across the equatorial central and 
eastern Pacific have begun 

to warm slightly. The latest 

climate models suggest that 

this warming trend will 

continue. As a result, the 

La Nina that has been in 

place since last summer is 

finally beginning to show 

signs of weakening. In fact, 

by the end of summer, the 

La Nina phase is expected 

to transition into more of 

a neutral phase. 

This transition will 

likely affect weather 

patterns across North 

America and may impact 

what kind of autumn and 

winter the Midwest experiences. As 

for the August temperature outlook, 

long-range models indicate that near 

to slightly above normal temperatures 

are likely across Illinois. 

The North Atlantic Oscillation 

is expected to become more positive 

after an unexpected prolonged period 

of being negative. This would likely 

Jun-Aug Average 
Cooling Degree Days 

August Temperature Outlook 

Above Normal 

| Slightly Above Normal 

| Near Normal 

Slightly Below Normal ejsweather 

mean an upper-level ridge pattern 

would develop across the eastern 

third of the country allowing for 

warmer and drier conditions. 

The Illinois map this month 

depicts the average number of 

cooling degree-days across the state 

during the summer season. As can 

be seen, there is quite a large differ- 

□ 600 COD 

□ 700 COD 

□ 850 COD 

□ 1000 COD 

COm H 1200 COD 

ence between northern and southern 

Illinois during a typical summer. This 

summer, much of the state is expected 

to see an average cooling degree-day 

surplus of between 90 and 270. As a 

result, energy costs with respect to 

cooling across the state will likely be 

somewhat higher than normal. ■ 

Illinois One of the Top Three States 
Adding Wind Power The American Wind Energy Association says Illinois is the third 

leading state for installed new wind generation in 2007. Illinois 

added 592 megawatts of wind generation and is behind Texas and 

Colorado. The new Illinois wind farms increase the total to 733 

megawatts—enough to power more than 183,000 homes. 

The wind capacity costs $1.3 billion, created 3,500 jobs, 

generates $7.3 million in property taxes and provides $2.9 million in 

annual lease payments to Illinois farmers. 

The latest large wind project is Dominion’s 300-megawatt 

wind farm that will be located on 25,000 acres in Christian and 

Montgomery counties 25 miles southeast of Springfield. 

The Prairie Fork project will help balance the companies diver¬ 

sified energy portfolio of nuclear, coal and natural gas. The company 

owns the 1,158 megawatt coal-fired Kincaid Power Station just 

north of the proposed wind farm. 

Test towers will be erected soon to measure the wind resources 

in the area and construction will begin in 2010, subject to permit 

approvals. 

For more information about Prairie Fork Wind Farm, please visit 

www.dom.com/prairiefork/ ■ 

Windy Illinois is shaping up to be a major wind energy 

state. In 2007 the state was in third place in installed 

new wind generation. 
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Co-ops Celebrate 70 Years of Democratic Control Thirteen Illinois cooperatives will celebrate their 
70th birthday this year. They are Adams Electric 

Cooperative, Coles-Moultrie Electric Cooperative, 
Egyptian Electric Cooperative Association, 
EnerStar Electric Cooperative, McDonough 
Power Cooperative, Monroe County Electric 
Co-Operative, Norris Electric Cooperative, Shelby 
Electric Cooperative, SouthEastern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative, Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative, 
Spoon River Electric Cooperative, Tri-County Electric 
Cooperative and Western Illinois Electrical Coop. 

Cooperatives brought electricity to rural areas 
that investor-owned utilities would not serve, turning 
the lights on for thousands of farmers and rural 
Americans. 

And now, 70 years later, electric cooperatives are 
the primary providers of electricity in rural areas of 
downstate Illinois. Just as it was true 70 years ago, 
cooperatives are still governed by a unique form of 
democracy. Members are still the owners that guide 
the co-op through the election of directors, just as 
they did when the co-ops first began. Times have 
changed, but the co-op principles haven’t. ■ 

Members of Tri-County Electric Cooperative, Mt. Vernon, 

III., meet in 1956 to elect directors and conduct business during 

the membemowned co-op’s annual meeting. 

Water Work — linemen Remove Meters After Flood As floodwaters rose along the 
Mississippi River basin in June, 

Adams Electric Cooperative Line 
Foreman Mike Olson and Apprentice 
Lineman Jon Met2 were forced to 
pull meters from flooded areas by 
using a small boat with a trolling 
motor. Illinois electric co-ops saw 

minimal damage, but damage to 
homes and businesses along the 
Upper Mississippi River basin could 
total in the billions. After a flood or 
other natural disaster, families and 
business owners should work only 
with licensed, bonded contractors. 
The Illinois Department of Financial 

and Professional Regulation (IDFPR) 
licenses insurance agents and 
adjusters and roofing contractors. For 
questions about licensing or insurance 
call the Flood Recovery Assistance 
Hotline at l'866-848'2067 
(866-214-4479 TTY). ■ 
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As students make their treks to 
campuses nationwide, whether 

into dorm rooms or apartments, it is 
imperative that they first learn about 
electrical safety. Often times students 
innocently plug in all of the typical 
college tools - study lamps, laptops, 
TVs, stereos, grooming and other 
electrical devices - unaware of the po¬ 
tential dangers. Rather than chance a 
mishap that could be avoided, be sure 
that your student is educated on safe 
appliance use and precautions against 
electrical hazards. 

In its most recent report, the 
National Fire Protection Association 
estimates that U.S. fire departments 
respond to an average of 2,460 fires in 
dormitories, fraternities, sororities and 
barracks each year. “Sadly, the tragic 
results culminate in an average of five 
deaths, 73 injuries and $29.4 million 
in direct property damage per year,” 
says Molly Hall, Executive Director of 
the Safe Electricity program. 

“The limited number of electrical 
outlets in student rooms tempt many 
to use multiple extension cords and 
power strips, which can cause cords 
to overheat, creating shock and fire 
hazards,” warns Hall. “Student resi¬ 
dences crammed with books, papers 

and bedding can allow the smallest 
spark to quickly become a blaze.” 

Safety steps to prevent and reduce 
the risk of electrical fires in student 
housing include: 
• Purchase and use only UL-rated 
electrical appliances and power cords 
• Do not overload extension cords, 
power strips or outlets. 
• Never use extension cords on a 
continuous basis; they serve as tempo¬ 
rary solutions only. 
• Use power strips with an over-cur¬ 
rent protector that will shut off power 
automatically if there is too much 
current being drawn. 
• Never tack or nail an electrical 
cord to any surface, or run cords across 
traffic paths, under rugs or furniture. 
• Use light bulbs with the correct 
wattage for lamps. If no indication is 
on the product, do not use a bulb with 
more than 60 watts. 
• Keep all electrical appliances and 
cords safely away from bedding, cur¬ 
tains and other flammable material. 
• Make sure outlets around sinks 
are GFCI equipped before use. 
• Unplug small household applianc¬ 
es when not in use and all electronics 
when away for extended periods. 

Older wiring in student hous¬ 

ing and apartments may not be able 
to handle the increased electrical 
demand of today’s college student. If 
use of an appliance frequently causes 
power to trip off, or if its power cord 
or the outlet feels hot, the appliance 
should be disconnected immediately 
and the condition reported to the 
landlord or campus housing staff. 

A fire escape plan is essential 
for every student and it is important 
to know evacuation procedures and 
emergency exit locations in the event 
of a fire. Smoke detectors should 
never be disabled, nor should fire 
alarms ever be ignored or taken casu¬ 
ally as a drill. If a fire alarm sounds, 
calmly and quickly follow practiced 
procedures and immediately exit the 
building. Doors should be closed 
when leaving to prevent fire spread. 

It is important to remind and 
stress to students that in the event 
of a fire they should follow safety 
procedures and get out of harm’s way 
immediately. Property and valuables 
can be replaced, but lives cannot. 

For more fire and electrical safety 
information, visit the SafeElectricity. 
org Web site. 
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◄ Carol Pagluica, 
a Zookeeper at 
Bloomington’s 

Miller Park Zoo, works 
with Gremlin, a Cali' 
fornia Sea Lion that 
hails from Sea World. 

Jay Ballard, Education 
Assistant at Peoria’s 
Glen Oak Zoo, allows 

5'year'old Xander 
McCulley to touch a 
snake as part of the 
zoo’s hand’S'on 
learning pro¬ 
gram. 

► 

The thunderous roar of a hungry 
lion rattles the land beneath your 
feet. In a slow, steady movement, 

you place an index finger over your 
pursed lips and bend in the direction 
of two wide-eyed children tiptoe¬ 
ing ever so carefully behind you. 
As you make your way to safety, a 
giraffe munching on a nearby tree 
greets you, stretching out its overly 
extensive, blue tongue to clutch 
the leaves. As you breathe in the 
musk and the dampness of your sur¬ 
roundings, you realize you’re living 
a dream. You’ve finally taken your 
family on an African Safari. You’re in 
your element, as you picture yourself 
graciously accepting the “Parent of 
the Year” award. In the distance you 
see a chimpanzee clapping for your 
achievement, but in the forefront, a 
small voice of reality yells, “I want 
to go see the sea lions perform!” Sea 
lions? In Africa? 

Of course! You can have it all if 
you visit one of the eight Association 
of Zoos and Aquariums (AZA) ac¬ 
credited zoological 
parks in Illinois. 

“With the price 
of gas today, families 
may find it a struggle 
to take a vaca¬ 
tion very far from 
home. But visiting 
a neighboring zoo is 
a fun and affordable 

way to escape with your family,” says 
Yvonne Strode, Manager of the Glen 
Oak Zoo in Peoria. All it takes is a 
little imagination and you can have 
the family vacation of a lifetime with¬ 
out spending much money at all. 

“There’s so much to see at a 
zoo. One minute you can be walking 
through an Amazon Rainforest, and 
the next, you can be in Australia 
watching the Wallaroos bask in the 
sun,” says Susan Ohley, Marketing 
Coordinator for the Miller Park Zoo 
in Bloomington. 

The concept of a zoo has 
transitioned through the years. Col¬ 
lections of wild animals existed in the 
ancient civilizations of Mesopotamia, 
Egypt and China. They were usually 
privately owned collections kept 
for the purpose of entertaining. But 
through the decades, and as the 
speed of global environmental deg¬ 
radation accelerates, zoos have been 
transformed. The modern-day zoos 
have become crucial in the effort to 
safeguard endangered species. 

“Teaching about animal con¬ 
servation is our main objective, 
but we also wanted to create a fun 
and unique learning experience 
for people,” says Strode. “We want 
people to come and have a wonderful 
encounter with our animals. We feel 
the way to get people to care about 
animal conservation is to allow them 
to interact with the animals and have 
some connection with them. We hope 
when people leave, they have a better 
understanding of how important it is 
to protect these wonderful species.” 

John Tobias, Zoo Superintendent 
at Bloomington’s Miller Park Zoo 
agrees with Strode and adds that 
not only are zoos an inexpensive 
adventure for the whole family, but 
their whole purpose is for education, 
recreation, research and conserva¬ 
tion. “Parents can feel good about the 
exposure their children will get know¬ 
ing they will be learning while having 
fun.” 

Strode adds, “The depth of a 
zoo’s research and conservation, not 



to mention the efforts made to ensure 
the public’s safety, are ongoing.” To a 
visitor, it may appear effortless. “That 
just means we are doing our job of 
providing a zoological experience that 
is both educational and entertaining, 
but there’s a lot going on behind the 
scenes a visitor doesn’t know about,” 
Tobias says. 

“It takes a lot of care to maintain 
a zoo. It’s like a little city within the 
city, except that the animals stay and 
the visitors go home,” Tobias says. He 
adds that the most challenging part of 
his job is making sure the upkeep of 
the animals is as good as it should be. 
“Our zookeepers here do an amazing 
job at taking care of their animals. 
But we also take care of our visitors, 
and we get more than 100,000 a 
year.” 

Tobias says there are a lot of 
regulations and certain permits they 
need for different animals. “For 
instance, we have a pair of bald eagles 
that have laid an egg. We know the 
egg is not fertile, but if we wanted to 
keep the egg and use it as an educa¬ 
tion tool, we’d have to apply to get a 
permit to keep it here at the zoo. So 
there’s a lot more to the ins and outs 
of zoo life than meets the eye.” 

Strode says, “Our biggest chal¬ 
lenge, of course, is that we’re work¬ 

ing with wild animals and they’ve 
evolved to not show us when they’re 
sick. So you have to be very careful 
to pick up on even the slightest hint 
that they are under the weather.” 
She says when animals are sick, they 
not only can’t tell you, but it’s their 
survival instinct to hide it from you. 
“In the wild, a sick animal is usually 
eaten, so they hide it. We have to pay 
very close attention to their habits to 
catch an illness.” 

Bloomington’s Miller Park Zoo 
is currently updating and expanding 
its facility. “We’ve started to do some 
things already, and we’re trying to 
obtain more land so we can go even 
further,” says Ohley. 

Tobias adds, “We’ve just finished 
building a zoo hospital, complete with 
a viewing window so that visitors, if 
they happen to be here during the 
time we’re doing a procedure, can 
actually watch what’s going on.” 
Although Tobias says the veterinarian 
does have an option of closing the 
window if he or she feels the proce¬ 
dure is something that needs to be 
more private or needs extra concen¬ 
tration. “The window is gas filled. So 
when we need to close it, we simply 
flip a switch and the window becomes 
full of smoke. So it’s kind of like an 
exhibit within itself,” says Tobias. 

At Peoria’s Glen Oak Zoo, they 
are in the middle of a huge expansion 
that will nearly triple its size. “In 
May of 2009, we will be introducing 
Africa! to our visitors, which will 
expand our park from seven acres to 
21,” says Strode. “During an African 
Safari at the zoo, visitors will get the 
opportunity to visit a Zambezi River 
Village to explore artifacts of the 
hunting and farming tribes of eastern 
and central Africa. They’ll explore a 
Savanna Grassland/Treetop Village to 
view giraffes from treetop observation 
areas and watch rhinos and zebras 
roam the flatlands. And they’ll visit 
forestlands to observe species like 
mandrill baboons and other interest¬ 
ing animals native to Africa. It’s going 
to be a great experience. I don’t think 
people are going to believe it until 
they see it,” says Strode. “Kids will 
even get the opportunity to feed the 
giraffes.” 

The Africa! exhibit will also 
include a Safari Lodge that will seat 
nearly 200 people. Strode says, “That 
site will be the concession area during 
the day, but then at night, we will 
rent it out for weddings and other 
meeting needs. The whole area will 
be lit, and at night it will be abso¬ 
lutely fantastic.” 

But Strode says you don’t have 
to wait until May of 2009 to come 
and enjoy the Glen Oak Zoo. The 
construction for Africa! is scheduled 
to be finished in September, but 
there’s still plenty to see and do be¬ 
fore it opens in the spring. “We are 
open all-year-round from 10 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m. and we only close for 

Yvonne Strode, Manager of Peoria’s Glen Oak Zoo, overlooks the construe* 
don of the zoo’s new addition, Africa!, that will open in May of 2009. 
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Thanksgiving and Christmas,” says 
Strode. 

During the summer months 
the Glen Oak Zoo offers various 
programs, every half-hour throughout 
the day presented by either a zoo- 
keeper or one of the zoo’s education 
staff “They bring animals out to 
visit with the children. The kids can 
really get face to face with a snake if 
they want,” Strode says. 

They also have education 
programs and a summer camp. “It’s 
a week-long camp for kids. They can 
come do activities and learn about 
different animals and what they can 
do to help the environment.” 

In the fall, they have a Hal¬ 
loween event. “We invite people 
to come visit the zoo at night. It’s a 
really different mood to see the ani¬ 
mals at night,” Strode says. The zoo 
also hosts an Easter egg hunt in the 
spring and Critter Christmas in the 
winter. “During Critter Christmas, 
we give the animals presents and 
people love watching. Usually we 
wrap up boxes and put the animal’s 
favorite foods inside. Coconuts are 
a favorite. We don’t give them often 
because it’s not good for the animals 

on a regular basis, but once or twice 
a year as a special treat, they love it,” 
says Strode. 

Bloomington’s Miller Park 
Zoo is also open everyday except 
Thanksgiving and Christmas, from 
9:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. “We have a 
sea lion demonstration everyday at 
10:30 a.m. and 3 p.m. - but calling it 
a demonstration doesn’t do it justice. 
It’s a small-scale show, like they have 
at Sea World,” says Ohley. “And each 
day at 4 p.m., visitors can watch as 
the zookeepers feed the tiger, leop¬ 
ard, lemur, gibbon and sun bears. 

“We also offer a summer camp, 
classes and a Junior Zoo keeper 
program that takes place all-year- 
round,” Ohley says. And on those 
hot summer days, be sure to bring 
your swimwear and take advantage 
of the brand new playground/spray- 
ground that just opened this year in 
the front of the zoo. 

“In November, visitors can have 
their picture taken with our reindeer, 
and in December, we host Breakfast 
with Santa,” says Tobias. 

By the end of this month, sum¬ 
mer will slowly wind down, kids will 
be getting ready to hit the 

books and teachers will begin their 
lesson plans for the year to come. 
“Teachers looking to add a unique 
learning experience into their year 
can contact their local zoo to see 
about special school programs for 
the kids,” says Strode. Both Miller 
Park Zoo and Glen Oak Zoo provide 
special school groups tours. “Every 
Illinois school child gets in free to 
the Glen Oak Zoo,” says Strode. “It’s 
part of our mission to educate. Also 
with that we do offer some one-on- 
one classroom work. So if you want 
to come and have a class, it’s just a 
dollar more per person. With that 
you’ll get to talk to one of our staff 
educators, who will bring some of the 
animals out and talk about them in 
a private classroom setting. A lot of 
teachers like to do that.” 

With so much to see and do, 
all within miles from home, its no 
wonder zoos are popular. So why not 
take your family on a trip around 
the world for very little money and 
explore an Illinois zoo. What are you 
waiting for? A wild adventure awaits 
you. 

Make plans to visit one of Illinois’ AZA accredited zoological parks. 

Glen Oak Zoo, Peoria, 111. 
309-686-3365 
www.glenoakzoo.org 
Hours: Daily: 10 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

Miller Park Zoo, Bloomington, III. 
309-434-2250 
www.millerparkzoo.org 
Hours: Daily 9:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

Henson Robinson Zoo, Springfield, 
111. 
217-753-6217 
www.hensonrobinsonzoo.org 
Hours: 

April - October: 
Weekdays: 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
Weekends: 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. 
November - March: 
Daily: 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

Brookfield Zoo, Chicago, III. 
800-201-0784 
www.czs.org/czs/Brookfield/ZoO'Home 
Hours: 

Weekdays: 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
Weekends: 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. 

Lincoln Park Zoo, Chicago, 111 
312-742-2000 
www.lpzoo.org 
Hours: 

Grounds: 9 a.m. - 6 p.m. 
Buildings and Farm: 10 a.m. - 

5 p.m. 

Cosley Zoo, Wheaton, 111. 

630-665-5534 
www.cosleyzoo.org 
Hours: Daily: 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

Niabi Zoo, Coal Valley, 111. 
309-799-5107 
www.niabizoo.com 
Hours: 

Spring and summer: 
9:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
Fall and winter: 
11 a.m.-4 p.m. 

Scovill Zoo, Decatur, 111. 
217-421-7435 
www.decatur-parks.org/zoo 
Hours: 

Summer: Daily: 10 a.m. - 7 p.m. 
Spring and fall: 
Weekdays: 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
Weekends: 10 a.m. - 6:30 p.m. 
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Stealing Copper Not Worth a Death Sentence 
Prices are up 1,150 percent tempting thieves and costing lives 

"Stealing anything from 

utility lines, poles or 

out of substations is a 

direct threat to life." 

II 

I recently read about a homeless man on the hunt 

for copper and aluminum. He targeted construc¬ 

tion sites and storage yards where he would spend 

hours gutting equipment that 

was left out in the open. In 

two reported incidents, this 

man caused more than $10,000 

worth of damage to two indus¬ 

trial type air compressors to 

net just $20 worth of copper. 

This man is an example 

of the lengths some people 

will go to get their hands on 

certain metals, particularly 

copper. 

It’s no secret that copper prices have risen 

dramatically over the past few years, which has 

caused an increase in copper theft. In fact, it 

has increased 1,150 percent from 2005 to 2006 

and continues to rise. According to the U.S. 

Department of Energy, copper theft has become a 

$1 billion problem. They report that in 2006, 15 

states reported at least one or more fatalities with 

Nevada reporting a record 43 break-ins resulting in 

injuries at substations across the state. 

While many incidents have proven to be by 
small-time thieves, other groups are stealing larger, 

more profitable payloads of copper. A larger utility 
_ provider lost more than 2,000 feet of 

cable in a heist last year. The group 

of thieves cut the wire right off the 

utility poles and hauled it away, 

causing tens of thousands of dollars 

in damage. 

The lure of copper is very 

enticing as it’s a metal that 

is 100 percent recyclable. It’s 

easy to recycle and is relatively 

plentiful. Unfortunately, it is also reasonably 

accessible, according to Ken Geremia, Manager 

of Communications for the Copper Development 

Association, an arm of the U.S. copper, brass and 

bronze industry. The rise in copper prices is due 

primarily to increasing demand from China, the 

biggest purchaser of copper scrap. 

Along with the obvious risk that copper theft 

poses for our electrical cooperatives, stealing any¬ 

thing from utility lines, poles or out of substations 

is a direct threat to life. 

Recently, police in Kentucky say a 24'year- 

old man died while trying to steal copper from a 

cooperative power line. The authorities report that 

the victim was standing on a 

ladder when he made contact 

with an energized part of the 

system and was electrocuted. 

There are so many other 

situations and details to deal 

with when working with an 

electrical distribution system; 

one would rather not have to 

deal with an issue like copper 

theft that could actually lead 

to inj ury or even death of those 

involved. It is, however, a reality. Copper theft is 

being experienced all around the country and our 

electrical cooperatives have been victimized as well. 

What can we do to help curb this action? 

Fortunately, most cooperatives have begun prac¬ 

tices to help thwart copper theft. Here are a few 

other suggestions to keep in mind: 

• If you notice anything unusual with your local 

electric distribution system, including open sub¬ 

station gates, open equipment doors or lids with¬ 

out the obvious presence of a worker around, 
hanging wire, etc., call your local cooperative 

with information and locations. Don’t try and 

handle on your own. 

• If you see anyone around your electrical utility 

equipment that’s not an employee of your co-op, 

call your co-op immediately. 

• Never enter or touch equipment inside a 

substation. Stay away from powerlines or any¬ 

thing touching a powerline, especially things 

that don't look like they belong or have been 

tampered with. 

• Help spread the word about the deadly con¬ 

sequences that can result from trying to steal 

copper. 

As always, if you have any questions feel free 

to call your local electric cooperative! ■ 

Ken Macken is Manager of Safety 
and Loss Control for the Association 
of Illinois Electric Cooperatives, 
kmacken@aiec.coop, 217-241-7933. 
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Effingham 
Jansen’s Htg. & A/C 
217-347-5223 

JUST GOT THE 

UTILITY BILL 
Many smart homeowners no longer dread receiving their monthly utility bills. That’s 
because they made the switch to geothermal heating and cooling technology. In 
fact, many geothermal system owners see savings up to 70% on their utility bills 
compared to ordinary furnaces and air conditioners— with exceptional comfort. And 
with the costs of electric, natural gas and propane skyrocketing, it’s a smart decision 
now and for years to come. So relax, and take control over those utility bills. For more 
information, contact your local WaterFurnace dealer today or call (800) GEO-SAVE. 

YOUR LOCAL WATERFURNACE DEALERS 

Decatur 
Design-Air Htg. & Clg. 
217-429-1105 • 800-452-7845 

Delavan 
Jeckel Plumbing & Htg. 
309-244-8265 

Flora 
Electro-Electric 
618-662-4520 

Forrest 
Kupferschmid, Inc. 
815-657-8147 

Gibson City 
Houston Plumbing 
800-379-2165 

Goodfield 
Hinrichsen 
309-965-2604 

Harrisburg 
William’s A/C & Htg. 
618-864-3606 

Lawrenceville 
Tracy Electric 
618-943-2243 

Lincoln 
Albert Service Htg. & A/C 
217-735-9990 

Litchfield 
Snell's Plumbing & Htg. 
217-324-4560 

Macomb 
Arnold Brothers Htg. & Clg. 
309-833-2852 

Marion 
D & C Sheetmetal 
618-997-6577 

Mt. Vernon Steelville 
Holloway Htg. & Clg. William’s Heat & Air 
618-242-5481 618-965-2040 

Murphysboro Sullivan 
William’s A/C & Htg. Rowland Plumbing & Htg. 
618-684-HEAT 217-728-8025 

Pana Taylorville 
Macari Service Center Yard Htg. & Clg. 
217-562-3631 217-824-4737 

Paxton Thomasboro 
Houston Plumbing Hoveln Htg. & Clg. 
800-379-2165 217-643-2125 

Peru Tuscola 
Pro’s Htg. & Clg. Triangle Htg. & Clg. 
815-223-0715 217-253-5400 

Petersburg Vandaiia 
Collins Plumbing & Htg. Hunter Appliance Htg. & Clg. 
217-632-3670 618-283-3224 

Pittsfield Vienna 
Peters Htg. & A/C, Inc. Hartline Htg. & Clg. 
217-285-1600 618-833-6802 

Pontiac Virden 
Kupferschmid, Inc. Snell’s Plumbing & Heating 
815-842-3812 217-965-3911 

Quincy Waterloo 
Peters Htg. & A/C, Inc. DeRousse Htg. & A/C, Inc. 
217-222-1368 618-282-2224 

Red Bud Sigman Htg. & A/C, Inc. 
De Rousse Htg. & A/C, Inc. 618-234-4343 
618-282-2224 

Toennies Service Co. 
Salem 618-248-5130 
Booher Tin Shop 

Watseka 
618-548-1295 

R & M Electric 
Shelbyville 815-432-4062 
Macari Service Center 
217-774-4214 

■ 

Springfield 
Collins Plumbing & Htg. 
217-793-8031 

Smarter from the Ground Up 

ENVISION 
JO EER 5 COP 

visit us at waterfurnace.com \ (800) GEO-SAVE 
WaterFurnace is a registered trademark of WaterFurnace international, Inc, 

"Based upon ARI13256-1 CGLHP - Part Load Ratings) 



The Month to Divide Iris 
It’s too hot and dry to plant anything so dig up and divide irises 

r 

■B 

. y 

'Every five years, you need 
to dig up your clumps of 
iris, and separate them." 

When you think of spring flowers, you’ll probably 

think about tulips, daffodils, peonies and irises. 

All make great displays in the perennial garden, 

coming back year after year, though tulips tend not 

to always follow this rule of thumb. 

If you throw in the qualifier of unusual colors 

and shapes, then iris rise to the top, leaving the 

others far behind. 

If you want blue blues, irises are for you. Dark 

purple? The same plant. Vivid yellows and oranges? 

Yep, still irises. Even greens, though they’re 

somewhat murky. Pure whites and darkest pur¬ 

ples approaching blacks are also in the iris 

range. The only color that doesn’t 

seem to exist is red. 

To add to the glory, the iris 

has a plant shape that’s unlike 

most plants. Instead of a rounded 

form, it’s more of an architec' 

rurally flattened fan. Bearded iris 

take it to another level by having a bluish cast to 

the leaves, though by the end of summer, that color 

tends to be more green than blue. 

Siberian iris, on the other hand, have a grass- 

like texture, but if you look at them carefully, you’ll 

see the flattened fan. 

The one thing most irises have in common 

is a horizontal stem called a rhizome. It’s fairly 

evident on the bearded form with the fans of leaves 

separated by a two- or three- 

inch woody stem lying on 

the ground. Siberian iris is 

more compressed, though if 

you look close enough, you’ll 

see them. 

Irises tend to bloom 

once per fan, and then 

produce new fans. In the 

ideal world, the one fan would produce two, which 

would then produce two, so the next thing you 

know, you’d have a zillion fans producing a zil¬ 

lion flowers. However, as the fans start to grow, 

they grow back on themselves. And if they can’t 

produce new fans, they just stop blooming. 

The old fans still come back year after year, 

giving the plant some nice garden interest, though 

most people would prefer the flowers and the 

foliage. 

This all comes back to August. 

August is the month to divide iris, even 

though we think of this month as 31 days of do- 

nothing. It’s too hot to plant. It’s too dry to start a 

new lawn. It’s the month to enjoy air conditioning 

and the State Fair. 

Every five years, you need to dig up your 

clumps of iris and separate them. It’s not a hard 

process, just time consuming. If you do it in the 

morning, it won’t be as hot. 

Start by lifting out the clump. 

Take care to note the outer fans, 

because those are the ones you 

want to save. Those in the 

center of the clump are best dis¬ 

carded to the compost pile. This 

applies to bearded, Siberian and 

Japanese iris. 

Use a sharp butcher’s knife 

or spade to divide the clumps. The 

goal for bearded iris is to have a 

3- to 5-inch piece of rhizome, some roots and a fan 

of leaves. Having two fans is the upper limit. If you 

have three, you haven’t divided enough. 

For Siberian and Japanese iris, a clump of fans 

about 2 to 3 inches in diameter is enough. 

Look the fans over carefully for rhizome rot, 
which can come from too much water or the iris 

borer. Anything that is soft and mushy should go 

on the compost pile. 

Work the soil, adding organic matter. Pull out 

grass weeds at the same time. Remember, irises 

prefer full sun. 

Plant the rhizomes about an inch below the 

soil and lightly firm the soil. Rhizomes ideally 

should be at ground level, but when the soil 

settles and the plant becomes rooted in place, 

the rhizomes will probably be pretty close to the 

surface. 

It’s at this time you can get happy with the 

scissors and cut each fan back by two-thirds, other¬ 

wise the fan will fall over. It still may, but at least it 

won’t look as bad. ■ 

David Robson is an Extension Educator, 
Horticulture, at the Springfield Extension 
Center, University of Illinois Extension, 
P.0. Box 8199, Springfield, IL 62791. 
Telephone: 217-782-6515. 
E-mail: drobson@uiuc.edu. 
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High Utility Bills Getting You Down? 
Let ClimateMaster Geothermal Heating and 

Cooling Systems Cure Your Pain 

Check out 
these advantages 

O' Uses nature’s renewable energy 

Save up to 70% on heating costs 

O' Comfortable and quiet 

in' Clean and safe - no carbon monoxide 

BK Free hot water 

Wt Tax credits in 2006 

Contact your local dealer for more information 
Auburn, IL Carbondale, IL Elburn, IL Paxton, IL 
Lonnie L Winn Heating Jacobs Air Conditioning J R Herra, Inc. L & R Heating & 

& Cooling & Heating, Inc. 630-365-6266 Cooling, Inc. 
217-438-1235 618-529-2989 

Jerseyville, IL 
217-379-3191 

Carbon Cliff, IL Champaign, IL Vanausdoll Heating Pekin, IL 

Swanson Mechanical Lanz Heating & Cooling & Cooling Central Heating & A/C 

309-373-4773 217-202-6858 618-498-4349 309-696-9080 

Dubuque, IA Marion, IL Taylorville, IL 

All Season’s Heating Ponder Service, Inc. Yard Heating & Cooling 

& Cooling, Inc. 618-977-8900 217-824-4737 

CUMATEMA. 

563-582-2584 
Newark, IL Villa Grove, IL 

R C Plumbing & Heating 
217-832-9744 

STM 
Newark Mechanical 
815-695-1467 

Quality Geothermal Heating, Cooling and Hot Water WWW.climatemaster.com 



Disaster Often Brings Opportunity 

"My favorite system, 
the geothermal heat 
pump, is simply the 
very best there is.” 

Recently I returned from Greenshurg, 
Kan. Does the name sound familiar? 

It once was a nice farming town in 
west Kansas. On the first week of May 
2007, a tornado with an EF-5 rating 
destroyed 99.9 percent of the town. 
About all that was left is a very tall grain 
elevator/storage facility that was not 
even scratched. No houses, no stores, no 
schools, no banks. Nothing left, except 
lOO-year-old trees that are only about 15 
feet tall now. 

It was during my travels that I first 
saw the report on the Weather Channel. 
The very next day, as my wife and I were 
watching the evening news, I saw the pic¬ 
tures of the devastation. I said to her, “Isn’t 
that terrible, thank God that more were 
not killed.” A few minutes later 1 said to 
her, “When they begin to rebuild, I so very 
much hope they ask me for help.” 

This, I thought, would be a great 
opportunity for Greenshurg. Why not 
rebuild the town to be the most energy- 
efficient town in America? There’s no 
doubt in my mind that the national 
media would cover such a story. And I 
believe that people would go there to see 
it, creating a tourism opportunity. Just think about 
it - here they have a chance to be the most energy- 

efficient town in the country 
or possibly the world. 

I don’t know if that 
will ever happen but thanks 
to a man in Hutchinson, 
Kan., who is a faithful lis¬ 
tener to my radio program, 
I was given the opportunity 
to speak to a large group 
in Greenshurg about such 
a prospect. I am happy to 

report that the folks there listened. In fact, the 
former mayor’s new house is being constructed as 
a total Doug Rye house. I watched the workers as 
they installed the radiant barrier roof decking in 
the house. After the installation, they marveled at 
how cool the attic was, even in the middle of July! 
I then went to the backyard where the geothermal 
system was being installed for this brand new, total 

After an EF-5 tornado hit Greenshurg, Kan., the town 

looked like a bomb had exploded. Nearly 95 percent of the 

town’s buildings were gone. Because of the help of many 

people and organizations like the Kansas Touchstone Energy 

cooperatives, the town may soon be known as the most energy 

efficient and green towns in the world. The Kansas electric 

co-ops, along with GeoComfort Geothermal Systems, 

Central Fibers Cellulose Insulation and Doug Rye put on a 

Green Building Energy Show. To find out more about the 

town’s rebirth go to www.greensburggreentown.org. 

Doug Rye house that will be super energy efficient 
and totally comfortable. 

As we used to say in Little League baseball, 
you can’t win them all unless you win the first one. 
Well, we won the first one and I have just completed 
working with an architect who is designing an apart¬ 
ment complex for Greenshurg. Maybe we have won 
the second one, too. I hope we win them all. 

Starting next month, “somebody” is going 
to start showing you how to build your Doug Rye 
house, step by step, starting from the footing. 

RS. The former mayor’s new house also has a 
safe room. ■ 

Doug Rye, the “Doctor of Energy 
Efficiency-the King of Caulk and Talk” 
can be heard on several different Illinois 
radio stations. Or you can go to his Web 
site at www.dougrye.com, e-mail him at 
info@philliprye.com, or call 888-Doug- 
Rye or 501-653-7931. You can also sign 
up for a free newsletter and order his 
“how to” videotapes. 
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A Peaceful Hideaway 
Rental cabins offer a get-away without going far away 

By Les O’Dell 

a 
a 
o 

hen Kurt and Pamela Wollert 
leave their busy lives in Chicago 

to vacation in downstate Illinois, they 
can choose from a variety of overnight 
accommodations. Choices include 
campgrounds, motels, hotels and bed- 
and-breakfasts. But the Wollerts, like 
many other travelers in Illinois, often 
select lodging that features aspects of 
all three—a rental cabin. 

Rental cabins comprise a fast- 
growing segment of the Illinois hos¬ 
pitality sector. Featuring the rustic feel 
of camping, the uniqueness of bed- 
and-breakfasts and all the amenities 
of motels, cabins come in a variety 
of sizes and are growing in popularity 
throughout Illinois. 

“Cabins are just so personable and 
quaint,” Pamela Wollert says. “They’re 
usually already uniquely furnished, the 
housekeeping is impeccable and cabins 
are so family oriented. We absolutely 
love them.” 

Sherry Vidinich, owner of 
Hickory Hideway Cabins near 
Shannon in Carroll County, says 
there are cabins offering something for 
everyone. “We have 12 cabins ranging 
from units with kitchenettes to rustic 

getaways to romantic luxuries.” 
Vindinich’s cabins, like many 

similar accommodations across the 
state, offer a variety of amenity 
packages. Some cabins are very 
basic, like fancy camping according 
to Vidinich, while others offer 
full amenities 
including air 
conditioning, 
satellite television 
and barbecue 
grills. Others even 
go so far as to offer 
chilled wine, king- 
size beds and hot 
tubs. Most will 
accommodate four 
or more people, 
while some will 
sleep as many as 10. 

Many are located near state parks, 
hiking trails, lakes or other attractions. 
Practically all of them offer something 
unique in their particular location. 

Nauvoo Log Cabins in Hancock 
County is owner David Hardle’s col¬ 
lection of actual cabins built in the 
1800s around the country. Hardle has 
disassembled the cabins, brought them 

to Nauvoo for reassembly in a small 
village setting and then modernized 
the cabins. 

“The cabins are very popular 
with history buffs who visit our area, 
because they’re a little more authen¬ 
tic to what were originally here in 

Nauvoo,” Hardle 
says. 

Many cabins, like 
Bluff Cabins located 
near Savanna in 
Carroll County, 
offer convenient 
access to popular 
hunting and fishing 
spots. Guests at 
Cabin on the Hill 
near Carbondale in 
Egyptian Electric 

Cooperative’s service area of Jackson 
County can visit the horses, turkeys, 
goats and other animals in the barnyard 
located a short stroll from their cabin. 

Most of all, cabin owners believe 
that their facilities offer one thing that 
can’t be found with traditional over¬ 
night lodging — lots of privacy. Cabin 
on the Hill owner Jill Eager says, 
“When people get here, they realize 
they like being out in the country.” 

Todd England of Bluff Cabins 
agrees. “I think people choose cabins 
because we have everything ready for 
them, but once they check in it’s like 
being in an individual home. They can 
do what they want and we leave them 
alone.” 

Southern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative member Dixie Dart, who 
owns Rim Rock’s Dogwood Cabins 
near Elizabethtown in Hardin County, 
says it’s not uncommon for people to 
come and relax by doing nothing in 
particular. Dart says, “We recently 
had a family of five that stayed for a 
weekend. Most of the time they just 
stayed at the cabin, doing things like 
sitting on the porch, roasting hotdogs, 
looking at the stars and just enjoying 
being in the woods.” 

Many cabin owners report that 
guests have included residents of major 
metropolitan areas including Chicago 

Brian and Carrie Davis of Carbondale enjoy the view from a rental cabin porch at Cabin 

on the Hill near Carbondale. 

“It’s nice to have 
such a peaceful 
place to spend 
family time so 
close to home. ” 
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and St. Louis. England reports that family appreciates having a retreat des- 
visitors to Bluff Cabins regularly come tination so close, 
from other states including Wisconsin, “It’s nice to have such a peaceful 
Michigan and Nebraska. International place to spend family time,” she says, 
guests are not uncommon, either. “It feels like it’s really far away, yet it’s 

Not all cabin-goers, however, are so close.” 
long-distance travelers. Many cabin Cabin owners say that once 
guests are people looking to “get away couples or families spend time in one 
from it all” without getting too far of the cabins, they’re likely to return, 
away. Vindinich says that nearly 70 Many of the cabins now accept reser- 
percent of her guests travel less than vations as much as a year in advance, 
100 miles to stay. according to Eager, and units are 

Carbondale resident Kelly usually booked solid during spring, 
Wicoff, who has spent several nights summer and fall. Often a family will 
at Cabin on the Hill located less than visit once and then bring their friends 
10 miles from her home, says her when they return the next year. 

“The biggest complaint I hear is 
that people regret they didn’t book 
enough days,” Hardle says. “One of our 
guests recently said that during his two 
week vacation, he spent one night in 
one of our cabins. He said the cabin 
was the most enjoyable place he stayed 
during the whole trip.” 

For the Wollerts, who live and 
work amidst the tempo and tensions 
of downtown Chicago, a weekend at a 
cabin is a welcome switch. 

“It’s so nice getting away to some¬ 
where that’s quiet.” Wollert adds, “It’s 
absolutely a change of pace.” 

Cabins Available For Rent In Illinois 
Alto Pass: Bald Knob Hide-a-way 

Broken Wheel Ranch 
The Stable House 

618-596-4081 
618-893-1942 
618-893-1425 

www. s ibrokenwhee Iranch .com 
www.thestablehouse.com 

Aviston: Silent Forest Retreat Cabins 618-228-7428 

Buncombe: Pleasant Meadow 618-827-3443 www.pleasantmeadow.net 

Carbondale: Cabin by the Pond 
Cabin on the Hill 
Devils Kitchen Cabins 
Woodland Cabins 

618-9240100 
618-529-5667 
866-549-4235 
877-457-7402 

www.cabinbythepond.com 
www.cabinonthehill.com 
www.de vilskitchencab ins. com 
www.woodlandcabins.net 

Cobden: The Cabin at Mountain Glen 618-833-5807 www.winetrailcabins.com 

Eddyville: The Hideout Cabin 618-942-3880 

Elizabethtown: Cedar Hill River Resort 
Rim Rock’s Dogwood Cabins 

888-304-6319 
618-264-6036 

www.cedarhillriverresort.com 
www.rimrocksdogwoodcabins.com 

Galena: Allen’s Log Cabin Guest House 
Galena Log Cabins 

815-777-4777 
815-777-4200 

www. galena- ill ino is - lodging. com 
www.galenalogcabins.com 

Goldconda: Barren Creek Cottages 
Bay City Cabin 
Willow Brook Cabin 

866-683-4004 
618-683-4305 
618-627-4815 

www.popeco.net/barrencreekcottages 
www.baycitycabinontheohioriver.com 
www.willowbrookcabin.com 

Ipava: Lost Pelican Cabin 309-251-8600 

Jonesboro: Forest View Lodge 
Rustic Hideaway Cabins 
Timber Ridge Log Cabin 

618-833-1500 
618-833-4860 
618-833-8779 

www.rustichideawaycabins.com 

Makanda: Back2 Basics 
Oak Grove Cabin 
Stone Creek Cabins 

618-713-4025 
618-529-3408 
618-457-5455 

www.back2basics.us 
www.oakgrovecabin.com 
www. stonecreekgo If. com 

Nauvoo: Nauvoo Log Cabins 217-453-9000 www.nauvoologcabins.com 

Mulberry Grove: Bear Grove Cabins 618-267-7243 www.beargrovecabins.com 

Oquawka: Deerwood Cabins 309-867-3031 www. deerwoodcab ins. com 

Pleasant Hill: Miller Cabin 800-499-7938 

Rockwood: Country Cabins 800-817-7350 www. country vie wcab ins. com 

Savanna: The Nest at Palisades Cabins 
Bluff Cabins 

815-273-7824 
815-238-1333 

www. thenestatpalisades. com 
www.bluffcabins.com 

Shannon: Hickory Hideaway 866-333-1333 www.hickoryhideawav.com 

Stockton: Indian Springs Lodge 815-745-3437 www.indianspringslodge.com 

Sullivan: Coyote Cabins 217-728-7150 www.coyotecabins.com 
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Quilter's Kitchen Keepsakes 

Frozen Strawberry Salad 

Frozen Strawberry Salad 
(above) 

1 (8'OZ.) pkg. cream cheese 
2/3 C.sugar 
1 (20'Oz.) can crushed pineapple, 

drained 
1 (10-oz.) pkg. sliced strawberries 
1 (12'oz.) cm. whipped topping 

Mix cream cheese, sugar, pineapple and 

sliced strawberries. Fold in whipped top¬ 

ping. Freeze in a 9x13-inch pan. Remove 

from freezer about 10 minutes before serv¬ 

ing. Cut into serving pieces. 

Basil Pesto 

Basil Pesto (below) 
2 C. Thai basil leaves, loosely packed 
1 C. Parmesan cheese 

1/4 C. olive oil 
2 T. pine nuts 
2 cloves garlic 

In a food processor or blender, combine 

all ingredients. Whirl until the mixture 

has reached the consistency of fine paste. 

If made ahead, cover tightly with plastic 

wrap and refrigerate or freeze. 

Photos by Catrina McCulley Wagner 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 

Hot Tamale Pie 
1 lb. ground beef 
1/2 C. chopped green pepper 
1 can Mexican tomatoes 
1/2 can evaporated milk or 6-oz. 

of milk 
1 C. grated Cheddar cheese, divided 
1/2 C. chopped onion 
1/2 tsp. chili powder 

1/4 can water 
1 box cornbread mix 

Brown meat; drain. Add green pepper and 

onion to the meat in the skillet and con¬ 

tinue cooking. Add tomatoes, chili pow¬ 

der and water. Cook until bubbly. Pour 

into a baking dish. Topping: Combine 

cornbread mix, milk and 1/2 C. cheese. 

Spread evenly on top of meat mixture. 

Sprinkle remaining cheese on top. Bake 

at 400° for 20 minutes. 

Peach Cobbler 
8-9 peaches 

1/2 C.sugar 

1-1/2 tsp. cornstarch 

1/8 tsp. salt 

3/4 C. sugar 

3 T. butter 

1/2 C. milk 

1 C. flour 

1 tsp. baking powder 

1/4 tsp. salt 

Ice cream or whipped topping, opt. 

Grease a 9-inch square pan. Peel peaches. 

Slice in a bowl. Combine 1/2 C. sugar, 

cornstarch and 1/8 tsp. salt and sprinkle 

over peaches. Gently stir to coat. Pour 

into a pan. Combine 3/4 C. sugar, butter, 

milk, flour, baking powder and 1/4 tsp. 

salt and pour over peaches. Bake 35-40 

minutes at 400°. Serve warm. Top with 

ice cream or whipped topping. 

www.icl.coop 

Who: Hands All Around Quilt GuilJ 

in Bloomington, Ilf 

Cost: $10, plus $3 shipping 

Details: hard-backed, three-ring-binder-bounJ 

Pages of recipes: 15^ 

Send checks to: Gracie Ayers, 8934 Tamarac Wa\l 

Bloomington, IL 61704 or call 309-828'3003| 



Grace United Methodist Church 
IDDth Anniversary Cookbook 

Orange Oatmeal Cookies 

Orange Oatmeal Cookies 
(above) 

1-3/4 C. flour 
4 tsp. baking powder 
1 tsp. salt 

1-1/4 C. butter 
1/4 C. grated orange peel 
2 C. sugar 
1 tsp. ground nutmeg 
2 C. uncooked oats 

1 egg 

Blend flour, baking powder, salt and nut¬ 
meg together and set aside. Cream butter 
and orange peel together. Add the sugar 
gradually, beating until fluffy. Add the egg 
and beat thoroughly. Add dry ingredients 
in thirds, mixing until blended after each 

addition. Stir in oats. Drop by teaspoons 

on greased cookie sheets. Bake at 375° for 
10-15 minutes. 

Tiger Butter 
6 squares white baking chocolate 
6-8-oz. semi-sweet chocolate chips 
1- 1/2 C. peanut butter 

Combine white chocolate and peanut 

butter in a bowl and melt in microwave, 
stirring frequently. Spread mixture onto 
a waxed paper-lined 15xl0-inch jellyroll 
pan. Melt chocolate chips and pour over 
peanut butter/white chocolate mixture. 
Swirl through with a knife. Chill until 
firm. Cut into 1-1/2x1-inch pieces. Store 
in the refrigerator. Makes 6 dozen. 

Chicken and Salsa 
2- 3 chicken breasts, cut into pieces 
1 (16-oz.) jar of salsa 
1 can chicken broth 

1 T. lemon juice 
Fresh garlic, minced, to taste 

2 C. uncooked minute rice 
Grated cheese 

Saute chicken and garlic in 2 T. oil. Add 

salsa, chicken broth, rice and lemon 
juice. Fix rice according to package direc¬ 

tions. Simmer for 10-15 minutes. Top 
with cheese and serve with rice. 

Hawaiian Bread 
1 lg. can crushed pineapple 
1 (10-oz.) pkg. coconut 

4 eggs, well beaten 
1-1/2 C.sugar 

4 C. flour 
2 tsp. salt 
2 tsp. baking soda 

Combine coconut and pineapple in a 
mixing bowl. Add eggs and sugar and mix 
well. Sift dry ingredients together and add 
to the wet mixture. Mix until well blend¬ 
ed and smooth. Pour into 3 greased loaf 
pans. Bake at 325° for 1 hour. Remove 
from oven and when slightly cooled, turn 

out on wire racks to cool. May serve warm 
or cold. 

Visit www.icl.CDnp to see 

an archive of past 

lllinDis Country Living recipes. 
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Who: Grace United Methodist Church in Carbondale, IL 

Cost: $12, plus $3 shipping 

Details: soft-backed, spiral-bound 

Pages of recipes: 141 

Send checks to: Man7 Ellen Searcy, 

1141 McCowen Lane, Carterville, IL 62918 

or call 618-985-8381. 



Finest fabrics including permanent 
press and wash & wear. Superior 

quality. Free color catalog and 
fabric swatches on request. 

GUARANTEED SATISFACTION 

Call Toll Free: 1-800-826-8612 

EGENCY 
www.rcgown.com 

P.O. Box 8988-ICL Jacksonville, FL 32211 

mm TMW mmvMM WMM WITH 

\mm TMRMIMATOR 
• 3 models cut 20", 12" and 5" trees in one bite 

• Hitches to fit most tractors and skid steer loaders 

• BuiK to last with a 24 month warranty 

• Swivel hitch, sprayer and grapple options 

For a free color brochure call or visit our website 

(417) 458-4350 • www.treeterminator.com 
Grace Manufacturing • Plato, MO 

^ % 

MID-AMERICA 
Pole Barn Co. 
30 x 50 x 10 Galvalume 

$8,200.00 
Price includes material, delivery, 

construction, factory trusses, screws 
Open M - F 8 to 5 

1-866-456-0959 
Price is subject to change without notice 

30-year perforation warranty 
Full technical support from start to finish 
Fully customized to meet your needs 

r* • Factory-direct savings 

FUTURE STEEL BUILDINGS 
Do-It-Yourself Steel Buildings 

Ideal For: 
■ Recreational Use 
• Boat Storage 
• Bunkie 
• Equipment Storage 
• Garage/Shop 
• PWC/Snowmobile 

Our building consultants are ready to take your call 

1-Rnn-RRR-R111H 
INFORMATION PACKAGE 

LOWEST COST 
Term Life Insurance 

Issue ages through 90 

AGE $100,000 $250,000 
45 9.63 17.33 
55 14.49 29.48 
65 29.70 67.50 
Rates figured on monthly cost for female non-tobacco users. 

ROBERT RAMLET 

(800) 933-6354 
TALIC FORM NO. 1-32207-198 

- jince i - 
THE ORIGINAL 

WOODMAN’S® PAL 
BOYERTOWN. PENNSYLVANIA 

• Brush Axe/Sickle Hook 

• Made in USA/Guaranteed 

1-800-708-5191 • Nl-F/9-5 
www.woodmanspal.com 

24 Ft. w/Suzuki 175 HP Fuel-Injected 

Four-Stroke, Trailer and Rigging. 

Reg. Price $34,999 

Sale Price $27,999 

Price w/Coupon $26/999 

2008 SeaArk River Cat 200 

Dual Console, w/Captain Chairs, Suzuki 90 HP 

Fuellnjecled Four-Stroke, Trailer & Rigging. 

Reg. Price $23^99 

Sale Price $19,999 

Price w/Coupon $18,999 

2007 SeaArk Pro 18 

With Suzuki 50 HP FueUnjected 

Four-Stroke, Trailer & Rigging 

Reg. Price $15,549 

Sale Price $13,699 

Price w/Coupon $13/199 

LSK 
Marine 

Your SeaArk Diamond Dealer 

Hwy 64 & Bennett, Lebanon, MO 

1-800-542-3846 
$ SUZUKI ^SEAARK BOATS 

24 Ft, 15% Rough Water Hull, Suzuki 150 HP 

Fuel-Injected Four-Stroke, Trailer & Rigging. 

Reg. Price $29,999 

Sale Price $22,999 

Price w/Coupon $21,999 

2007 SeaArk V-Cat 

15% Rough Water Boat, w/Suzuki 140 HP 

Fuel-Injected Four-Stroke, Trailer & Rigging 
Reg. Price $26,999 

Sale Price $20,999 

Price w/Coupon $19,999 

2007 SeaArk Maverick 170 

17 Ft, w/Suzuki 50 HP Fueklnjected 

Four-Stroke, Trailer & Rigging 

Reg. Price $16,79$ 

Sale Price $12,999 

Price w/Coupon $ 12/399 

For A Umited Time Only! 
Bring This Coupon Into LSK 

Marine & Save Up To $1,000 
On Select 2008 & Older Models! 

The Red Hot Savings Are As Follows: 

72" Bottom Boats - $ 1,000 
60" Bottom Boats - $600 
52" Bottom Boats - $300 

This limited time offer expires 8/31/08. Please go to 
www.seaarkboats.com for complete sale information 



MARKETPLACE 

Central Illinois properties wanted: 
farms, land, commercial, retail, 
Victorian homes, B&Bs, motels and 
lake houses. We have buyers! Our #1 
Web site receives 2.4 million visits 
monthly! 12 annual catalogs reach 
250,000+! See our 157 brochure 
racks! Advertising in 1100 periodicals 
including Wall Street Journal! 
Realtor affiliates for Progressive 
Farmer & Ducks Unlimited! Call 
Broker Jerry Grodesky 217'386'4220. 
United Country Farm and Lake 
Flouses. www.farmandlakehouses.com 

Cabins in Shawnee Forest of Southern 
Illinois: Near Garden of Gods, Rim 
Rock, Pounds FIollow Lake. On 
scenic byway. Very nice, completely 
furnished cabins. All sizes, www. 
r imrocksdogwoodcabins. com. 
618-264-6036. 

Miniature Mediterranean donkeys. 
Pet, show and breeding quality. Gray 
duns, chocolates, spotteds and blacks. 
Visitors welcome. Canton, IL. 309- 
647-7162. www.copperascreek.com. 

Authorized Rainbow distributor. 
Repairs, supplies and service. Living 
air purifiers. L&.L Distributing, 116 S. 
VanBuren St., Newton, IL 62448. 
618-783-3755. 

Failing Septic? 
Don't Let'em Dig!!! 

Permanent Fix For Your Old Tired Septic 
Environmentally Friendly! No chemicals! 

| cards accepted 

: www.Prolinewastewater.com (512)864-9002 

/WARM FRIENDLY SANGAMON 
FLOORS A RADIANT 

^uponoTx ■y^\ uponor aqua pex tubing products 
VAi. for agricultural, commercial shop 

floors and homes 
(217)971-8592 FAX (217)483-7973 • Evening (217)483-3223 

John 0. McMillan - Owner 

Let the Wind 
Pay Your Electric Bill 

CENTRAL 
WINDPOWER 

540 Coultas Rd., Winchester, IL 62694 
Tel.: 217-742-3186 Fax:217-742-5202 

Email: lashcon@verizon.net 

First Street Restaurant Equipment used 
slicers, tenderizers, grinders, meatsaws, 
ss sinks, tables. New and used cooking 
equipment, pottery wheels and kilns. 
2615 So. First, Springfield, 217-522- 
3934, 217-971-8592. 

Fiberglass corrugated, 26-inch wide. 
8-10-12 foot long. 8 ft.-$5. 12 ft.-$8. 
Large supply, all colors. Dongola, IL. 
618-827-4737. 

Wanted to buy: Standing timber. All 
species. Pay top price. Clear or select 
cut. Call 815-434-4141. 

Vacation cabins-Ohio River, Shawnee 
National Forest, Elizabethtown, IL. 
Cedar Hill River Cabins, Ohio 
River National Scenic Byway, 
www.cedarhillriverresort.com. 
888-304-6319. 

Wanted: Indian artifacts of all kinds. 
Free appraisals. 309-543-3847 
evenings or leave a message. 

Wanted to buy: Standing timber, most 
species. Pay top prices. Call 217-285- 
2760. 

Sick camper refrigerator? Specializing 
27 years in rebuilding cooling units. 
New and used units available. 
Camper repair. Crutcher’s RV, 
Cropsey, IL. 309-377-3721. 

Midwest Bird and Animal Swap & 
Sale, Sept. 28 and Oct. 26 at Monroe 
County Fairgrounds, Waterloo, IL 
from 5:30 to Noon. 618-939-6809. 

4’ white pine trees, delivered, planted, 
mulched. $64.50 per tree. Buy 10 get 
1 free. Call for other sizes, varieties or 
shades. Price may vary depending on 
geographical location. Call 217-886- 
2316. 

Paying cash for older Falstaff, 
Hyde Park, Griesedieck, etc. beer 
signs Wurlitzer, Seeburg, Rockola 
jukeboxes, Fender, Gibson, Martin 
guitars. 636-566-6178 

Filter Queen/Defender sales, service 
and supplies. For free information, 
call 800-753-5401, 618-948-2874 or 
write She-N-I, Inc. RR1, Allendale, 
IL 62410. 

CUTS DOWN 
AND CHOPS 
tall field grass, weeds, even 
saplings up to 2-1 /2" thick! 

RECLAIMS pastu res, meadows, trails, 
fencelines, woodlots of overgrown vegetation. 

POWERFUL with up to 17 HP... 
4 speeds, reverse, lockable differential, 
electric clutch, and electric-start! 

NEW! POWERFUL 
Tow-Behind 
models also 
available! 

Get a FREE DVD and Catalog 
with full specs, prices, and our 

6-Month Risk-Free Trial guarantee! 

FREE 877-200-6562 
www.DRfieldbrush.com 
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Guest House Vacation Rental. 
Elizabethtown, IL. 2BR, 2Bath. 
Overlooking Ohio River. Near 
Garden of the Gods/Shawnee Forest. 
www.Hardincountyhluehouse.com 
618-876-9118. 

Florida condo for rent near Sebring, 
furnished, clean, 2 bed, 1 bath seasonal 
1000/mo, full-time 500/mo, see 
www.geocities.com/paulrahoi/rental, 
will sell for $63,000. 630-235-1828. 

Grass Fed Beef: No grain, just grass 
- all natural. Also available, chicken, 
turkey, lamb, goat. Call Penny 618- 
586-2488 or e-mail beef@flying-s.com. 

Prairie SkyCam - Innovative aerial 
photography for residential, 
businesses, real estate and more. See 
our Web site: www.prairieskycam.com 
or call 217-562-7222. 

Wanted to buy: sassafras leaves, 
Mullein, wild cherry, Sumac, 
Blackhaw, other barks. Ginseng, 
goldenseal, other roots, leaves, herbs. 
Pricelist. 618-282-3267 

Stay and Play in Southern Illinois’ 
Hardin County. Shawnee Forest, Ohio 
River, Garden of the Gods, Cave- 
in-Rock, www.hardincountil.org. 
618-287-4333. 

Let the pros lease your hunting rights. 
Fiability insurance provided. Call for 
a free landowner’s packet. 1-866-309- 
1507. BaseCampFeasing.com. 

Primitive country furniture plans 
- Tables, benches, cabinets, shelves, 
etc. Plans include detail drawings. 
Visit www.thewoodennail.com or call 
618-827-3190. 

How to place an ad: 
1) Type or print ad neatly. 
2) Count words. Cost is $30 for up to the 

first 20 words. $1.50 each additional 
word. Ads with insufficient funds will 
not be printed. 

3) Prepayment is required. Include check 
or money order with ad for amount due. 
Also include address label from Illinois 
Country Living or other proof of Illinois 
electric cooperative membership. Only 
members of Illinois electric coopera¬ 
tives may place Marketplace ads. 

4) Mail to: Illinois Marketplace, RO. 
Box 3787, Springfield, IL 62708, by 
deadline. 

Deadlines: October issue - 
August 20; 

November issue - September 22. 
We reserve the right to reject any advertisement. 
Ads postmarked after the deadline will be placed 
in the next available issue. 

International Company looking for 
motivated individuals to be part of the 
next trillion $ industry. Product and 
business guarantee. 888-251-1538. 

Outdoor Wood Furnace 
House & Hot Water 

4135 Heats 3000 SO FT 
6180 Heats 6000 SO FT 

Do It Yourself Installation Kit Includes 
Heat Exchange coil & pump 

Dealer Inquiry welcome 
Toll Free 877-453-9223 

http://www. legendfurnace. com 
http://www. outaoorwoodfurnaceDarts.com 

^Building Solutions” 
.. .with integrity! 

TA Professional service, quality products 
Ar Painted metal and many sizes available 

A Engineered buildings and kits available 
A Fully insured for your protection 

Supplying a variety 

of quality buildings 

designed to meet 

Your needs. Call today for ft ^ ^ fflf^ ^ a[[epfelj 

a FREE brochure 

and estimate! 

MdfflVAl. BiUtlVyl^hOMPANY: 

11 
£ 

,1   

1-800-582-BARN (2276) 
niationalbarn.com 

Log On! For Pricing, Photos, Brochure, FAQ... 

can the Roof King for your 
Mobile Home Roofing Needs! 

1 -800-748-0645 

Mobile Home Super Insulated 
Roof Over Systems 
40 Year Warranty 

Factory Direct from Roof King 

www.roofking.net | 

DAYS 
SAME AS 

CA$H CLASSIC 
Outdoor Wood Furnace 

100% thermostatically controlled. 
There is no safer, more convenient way to heat with wood. 
Heat entire home, pools, hot tubs and domestic water. 
Exclusive Ripple Top®, HeatLock Baffle® Firebox 
Design for maximum efficiency. 
Easily adapt to new or existing heating systems. 

Options for Dual Fuel Ready models: 
LP. NG or Fuel Oil Burner. 

Find your nearest dealer at 

centralboiler.com 
800-248-4681 

Dealerships available in select areas. 

Loans provided by EnerBank USA (1245 E. Brickyard Rd., Suite 640, Salt Lake City, UT 84106) on approved credit, through participating Central Boiler dealers, for a limited 
^^^meH-tepaymenHemTsj^aryTromJSdoJIS^mor^^ 
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We have an energy challenge, America. 

When it comes to finding solutions, we must meet climate change goals 

while keeping costs down and electricity available. America needs 

a plan, immediately. Because we all know that our energy needs keep 

on growing—every day. 

Now is the time to have a candid conversation with your elected officials. 

Together, we can find answers and take action. 

Start the conversation today at www.ourenergy.coop. 

America’s Electric 
Cooperatives Our Energy, Our Future 

A Dialogue With America 



11 Million Pieces! 
China, Crystal, Silver, Collectibles 
280,000 Patterns • Old/New • Buy/Sell 

REPLACEMENTS, LTD. 
1-800-REPLACE (1-800-737-5223) 
PO Box 26029, Greensboro, NC 27420 • Dept ICL 

u’U’w. replacenients.com 

30’ X 50’ x 10’ $9,795 
40’ X 60’ x 12' $13,985 
60'X 100’x 12’ $28,490 
80’ x 100’x 14’ $39,900 
100’ x 150’ x 14’ $81,150 

Farm • Industrial • Commercial 

25 Year Warranty on Roof & Walls; 
Prices F.O.B. Mfg. Plants; 
Seal Stamped Blue Prints; 
Easy Bolt Together Design. 

PRICES INCLUDE COLOR SIDES 
& GALVALUME ROOF 

Arena Special 
(roof & frame) 

100’ x 100- x 14’...$43,325 

(Local codes may affect prices) 

STEEL BUILDING SYSTEMS 
Fax: 940-484-6746 email: info@rhinobldg.com 

Website: http://www.RHINOBLDG.COM 

Toll Free 1-888-320-7466 

KENTUCKY I FREE CATALOGUE 
STEEL TRUSS „     

BUILDINGS 1-859-745-0606 
in All 50 States, America's Best Buy, Since kStbuilcl. CO m 

*Hob2/12 
24x30x8 
30x40x8 
40x60x10 
50x60x12 
60x80x12 
75x80x14 

20/70 
$4,508 
$6,508 

$10,508 
$14,508 
$20,508 
$26,508 

Isn’t it Time 
for your Fun Place.. 

MMMVI 

50 Year All Steel • 35 Year Deluxe Color Roof & Trims • 2/12 & 4/12 Models 
Farm • Church • Sports • Horse • Car • Plane • Home 

ADVANTAGE 
STEEL BUILDINGS, INC. 

For The Best Building Package 

At The Absolute Lowest Prices 
Call Today (877) 657-8335 

Or Go Online At 
www. advantagesteelbuildings. com 

30x50x10 $ 6,290.00 

40x60x12 $ 8,975.00 

50x75x14 $13,547.00 

80x120x16 $32,133.00 

We Also Have Mini-Storage Packages 
All Sizes Including Climate Control 

POND & LAKE LINERS 
Custom Sizes • Reinforced Material 

$.39/SQ. FT. or Less 
• STRENGTH • 

• COMMITMENT • 
• GUARANTEED CONTAINMENT • 

Visit our website at: 
designhomes.com 

Design your own 
floorplan at no 

Open Mon-Fri 9-5 pm, 
Sat 9-4 pm, Sun 1-4 pm 

1-800-627-9443 
Corporate Office: 

Prairie du Chien, Wl 53821 1-608-326-6041 (19 Models) 
2700 SE 16th St., Ames,IA 50010 1-515-233-9617 (7 Models) 

2570 Barnette Ave. Salix, IA 1-712-946-7000 (11 Models) 
7101 Hwy 61 S., Burlington, IA 52601 319-754-6100 (11 Models) 

3181 Joliet Ave., Missouri Valley, IA 51555 (5 Models) 
1180 E. Price St., Eldridge, IA 52748 (8 Models) 

Shepherdsville^ytgi^ Bullitt County 

TOURIST & CONVENTION COMMISSION 

lust South of Louisville. Far Beyond Expectations 

Fiill-Mied IiiiriH. Fine lit, 

♦ Start of the Kentucky Bourbon Trail 

♦ Jim Beam American Outpost 

♦ Hawks View Glass Art Tour & Cafe 

Bernheim Arboretum and Forest 

For a suggested itinerary, call or visit the website | 

7 , 
Lodging and dining conveniently 

located at Exits 121 through 105, off 1-65 

www.travelbullitt.org 1-800-526-2068 



1 

DATEBOOK ^SEPTEMBER! 

8/30 - 3/1 9 Antique Gas 
Engine Show in Argyle. Enjoy thresh¬ 
ing, a tractor and car parade. Souvenir 
buttons for $1. Free Admission. 309- 
329-2841. 

8/30 - 3/1 9 Amish Coun¬ 
try Cheese Festival in Downtown 
Arthur. Enjoy this large outdoor street 
festival with something for the whole 
family, including free cheese giveaways, 
a car show, crafts, a flea market, food 
booths, rides, free entertainment and 
more. 217-543-2242 or amishcountryof- 
centralil.com. 

8/30 - 3/1 , The 42nd 
Annual Pioneer City Rodeo and 
Labor Day Festival in Palestine. En¬ 
joy professional rodeo performances, flea 
markets, carnival rides, a chuck wagon 
breakfast, lunch with the rodeo clowns, 
free entertainment and more! More than 
500 campsites are available. Visit unique 
shops, art galleries and a winery. 618- 
586-2222 or pioneercity.com. 

41- 1 419 All My Sons performed by 
the Stagecoach Players in Dekalb. Ar¬ 
thur Miller’s, All My Sons tells the story 
of an American family caught up in the 
struggle between personal responsibility 
and duty to their country. 815-758-1940 
or www.stagecoachers.com. 

5-79 The 38th Areola Broom 
Corn Festival in Downtown Areola. 
Enjoy free continuous entertainment, 
broom-making demonstrations, a huge pa¬ 
rade, arts, crafts, street vendors, a five and 
10K walk, a carnival and more. 800-336- 
5456 or www.arcolachamber.com. 

6 9 Women in the Outdoors 
Event at Jim Edgar Panther Creek 
State F&LWA in Chandlerville. 7:30 
a.m. - 4:30 p.m. This course will include 
archery, canoeing, outdoor photography, 
landscaping, beginning and intermedi¬ 
ate fishing, bird watching, basic auto 
maintenance, GPS, turkey calling, deer 
and turkey hunting, Tai Chi, boating 
safety, fish filleting and more. An op¬ 
tional camp-out will be available Friday 
evening with a program on stargazing. 
The cost is $55, or $50 if registered by 
August 23. 217-498-0283 or jschoono® 
mchsi.com. 

1 3f Women in the Outdoors 
Event at Sand Ridge State Forest in For¬ 
est City. A specialized event focusing on 
horses, including horse care; tack, saddle, 
and bridle selection and a horse trail ride. 
309-253-5746 or gehilst@hotmail.com. 

1 39 River Otter Feeding at Miller Park Zoo in Bloomington. 10:30 a.m. 
Visitors will have a chance to watch the Zookeeper feed the North American River 
otter. Free with paid zoo admission, www.millerparkzoo.org or 309-434-2250. 

1 3V Gazebo Art Festival at Chandler Park in Macomb. 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
Enjoy a fine art festival featuring artists and their original work, food vendors and 
more. This event will be in conjunction with A1 Sears Jazz Festival. 309-833-1315 
www.makeitmacomb.com. 

1 3V The Sixth Annual Art in 
the Park at the Vienna Park in Vi¬ 
enna. Enjoy crafts and original artwork. 
Free. 618-658-4112. 

1 39 Benefit Race for the Ob¬ 
long Children’s Home at Hutson 
Historic Cabins in Hutsonville. 8 a.m. 
run and bike race combo. Running 
- two heats of two miles. Biking - one 
heat of 20 miles. Registration starts at 
6:45 a.m. Early registration is $25 per 
person, $30 the day of event. Each reg¬ 
istered participant will receive a t-shirt, 
post-race refreshments and goodies, 
and will be eligible for randomly drawn 
prizes, williamsa@iecc.edu or http://ob- 
longhome.tripod.com/id40.html. 

1 2- 1 4V The 38th Annual 
Abraham Lincoln National Rail- 
splitting Contest and Craft Festi¬ 
val at the Logan County Fairgrounds in 
Lincoln. A fun and educational event 
for all ages - rail splitting, corn shuck¬ 
ing, tomahawk throwing, a pioneer vil¬ 
lage, antique car and tractors, historical 
displays, Lincoln presentations, a quilt 
show, crafters, a flea market, kids’ games, 
food vendors and much more, www.rail- 
splitting.com or 217-732-8687. 

Visit our Web site, 
www.icl.coop. 
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1 2- 1 4V Lincoln-Douglas De¬ 
bate 150th Reunion in Jonesboro. 
A weekend of family fun celebrating the 
famous politicians’ time in Union County. 
Saturday enjoy old-fashioned crafts, food, 
music, children’s games, buggy rides, artil¬ 
lery demonstrations and more. Sunday ser¬ 
vice in historic Kornthal Church built in 
1850s and picnic at the debate site. Walk 
Where Lincoln Walked in Southernmost 
Illinois, www.southernmostillinois.com or 
1-800-248-4373. 

1 3f Old Settlers’ Day in Bishop 
Hill. A celebration of the 161st anniver¬ 
sary of the Bishop Hill Colony and the 
111th year of the Old Settlers’ Associa¬ 
tion. 11:30 a.m. — traditional chicken 
dinner, 12:15 p.m. - High Society 
Band Concert, 1:30 p.m. - Colony 
Descendents program 309-927-3345. 
www.bishophillartscouncil.com. 

14, Second Sunday Celtic Music 
at White Owl Winery in Birds. Join us 
the second Sunday of each month for 
the turbulent and tantalizing strains of 
Irish music Enjoy wine tasting and toe¬ 
tapping music! Bring your friends! This 
event is free. 618-928-2898. 

20, Wine and Music on the 
Lawn of the Dr. Charles M. 
Wright House in Altamont. 11 a.m. - 
6 p.m. Purchase a commemorative wine 
glass and sample wines from Illinois 
Wineries. The 1889 house is listed in 
the National Register of Historic Places 
and will be open for tours for $5 for 
adults and $1 for students. 618-483-6397 
or www.wrightmansion.org. 

I 9-2 1 , Oktoberfest on the 
Riverfront in Peoria. Live German 
music, dancing, food, children’s activities, 
concessions and more. Friday: 5-11 p.m., 
Saturday: 11 a.m. - 11 p.m. Sunday: 
II a.m. - 7 p.m. Adults $7; children ages 
3-13, $3; family rate, $15. 309-360-1616. 

21, The Third Sunday Market 
in Bloomington. Thousands of Mid¬ 
western collectors to show the finest in 
antiques, collectibles and crafts. The 
indoor/outdoor sale features more than 
450 top dealers, representing 17 states. 
Whether you’re looking for the finest in 
antique furniture, Americana, folk art, 
vintage advertising, sport memorabilia 
or antique linens and clothing you’re 
likely to find it here. 217-202-2847 or 
thirdsundaymkt@aol.com. 

21 , K & T Llamas and Llama- 
fun Annual Fall Open Pasture in 
Bluffs. 11 a.m. - 4 p.m. Try your skills 
at walking a llama through an obstacle 
course and see the baby llamas. Enjoy the 
fall foliage on the beautiful bluffs above 
the Illinois river valley. Free family fun. 
www.llamafun.net or 217-473-7283. 

26-20, The 39th Annual 
Steam Show and Fall Festival 
Days in South Jacksonville. Come see 
International Harvester tractors and 
equipment and more. 217-473-7431 or 
www.prairielandheritage.com. 

26-28, Thresherman’s 
Bluegrass Festival at Threshermen’s 
Park in Pontiac. This indoor event is 

a celebration of country music. Bring 
your own lawn chairs and enjoy the 
live music concerts. The stage will also 
be open at designated times for those 
interested - registration required. 
Food will be provided. 815-844-3560 
or www.threshermenbluegrass.com. 

27, The 10th Annual Fall 
Festival at Benld City Park in Benld. 
A family event featuring a washer tour¬ 
nament, a pizza eating contest, Illinois 
Products samples, fire safety house, cow 
milking contest, exotic animals, business 
expo, games, food court, reptile display, 
classic car show, craft market, live en¬ 
tertainment and more. 217-839-4888 or 
http://www.coalcountrychamber.com. 

27, The 47th Annual Wayne 
City Bean Days in Wayne City. En¬ 
joy a parade, free ham and beans, a flea 
market, a quilt show, bingo, a car, truck 
and tractor show and more. 618-895- 
2661 or 618-895-2215. 

27, The 53rd Annual Old 
Market Day at Old Market House 
Square State Historic Site in Galena. A 
living history example of a turn-of-the 
century, open-air market with produce, 
homemade breads and pastries and 
more. 815-858-3392. 

27, Alton Block Party on Third 
Street in Downtown Alton. Enjoy live 
music and dancing in the street, food 
and drinks, kids’ activities, adult festivi¬ 
ties and more. 618-465-6676 or http:// 
www.visitalton.com. 

27-28, The 41st Annual 
Tour of Historic Galena Homes 
Guided tour of four privately-owned 
and beautifully-furnished houses. Tour 
includes admission to the Galena/Jo Da¬ 
viess County History Museum, housed 
in the Daniel Barrows Mansion built 
in 1858. Free shuttle. 815-777-9129 or 
www.galenahistorymuseum.org. 

27-28, The 46th Annual 
Peoria Fine Art Fair on the beautiful 
Peoria Riverfront. View work from more 
than 150 artists from across the nation. 
309-637-2787. 

27-28, Jordbruksdagarna in 
Bishop Hill. 10 a.m. — 5 p.m. Celebrat¬ 
ing Bishop Hill’s agrarian heritage, 
this event features traditional 19th 
century harvest activities and demon¬ 
strations, hands-on activities, music, 
farm produce, vintage baseball and 
colony stew. 309-927-3345 or www.bish- 
ophillartscouncil.com. 

27-28, Past to Present Fes¬ 
tival at the Saline County Fairgrounds 
in Harrisburg. Enjoy food, a flea mar¬ 
ket, crafts, antiques, wagon rides, buck 
skinners, heritage demonstrations, 
washer pitching, children’s games, an 
old fashioned tent meeting, all day en¬ 
tertainment and “The Farm,” a fun area 
for children ages 4-10. 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
Admission $1 per car. 618-252-5255 or 
ursus@midwest.net. 

To be considered for inclusion, please submit events in the format used above. Preference is given to events sponsored by non-profit 
entities. Submitting an event is not a guarantee of publication. Photos are welcome, but will not be returned unless a self-addressed 
and stamped envelope is provided. Events are subject to change, so please contact the event sponsor for confirmation. 

Deadlines: August 15 for November Events, September 15 for December Events Mail to: Illinois Datebook. PO Box 3787, Spring- 
field, IL 62708 E-mail to: cwagner@aiec.coop 
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MAKE SOMEONE HA 

Chipperu MAKE SOMEONE HAPPY 

ipperu 

Big Profits with a Fundraising Favorite! 

EARN $6.00 PROFIT 
on every tub sold 
with Spirit of America's 
GOURMET COOKIE DOUGH 
Everyone loves cookies! Our GOURMET COOKIE 
DOUGH is the perfect “no-risk” fundraiser for your 
group. Available in 9 irresistibly delicious flavors, your 
group earns a huge $6.00 PROFIT on every tub sold! 

Chocolate Chunk 

Peanut Butter 
Oatmeal Raisin 

Sugar Cookie 

White Chunk Macadamia Nut 
Chocolate Chip 

Cookie with M&M’s 
Snicker-Doodle 

Double Chocolate Brownie 

KE SOMEONE HAPPV 

Phippery, 

Available 

CALL TOLL FREE 

1-800-628-3671 
to order or for more information 

AMERICA FUNDRAISERS 

P.O. Box 709 
Montgomery, AL 36101 -0709 

• Earn $6.00 PROFIT on Every Tub Sold! 
• No Extra Charge for Premium Flavors 
• Simply Scoop & Bake 
• Reclosable, ReFreezable Tubs 
• Og Trans Fat 
• FREE Pre-Sell Brochures 
• FREE Shipping on Qualifying Orders 
• FREE Information Package 

Request a FREE catalog featuring other great fundraising products! 
M&M’s - Hershev’s - First Aid Kits - Fire Extinguishers and more! 2MILE88 



Turning 65? 

Looking for all the extra toppings? 
Humana's philosophy is about the total you! 

Not only do you receive comprehensive health coverage with our Medicare health plans, but also 

services designed to enhance your mind, body and spirit. Humana has been serving people just 

like you with Medicare for over 20 years, and currently provides coverage to more than 4 million 

people with Medicare across the country. 

We offer a variety of Medicare health plans including prescription drug plans and the experience 

to help you find the right one that meets your needs. 

So, if you're looking for more than just a single scoop, please call us today: 

1-800-552-8936 • TTY: 1-877-833-4486 
Monday - Friday, 7 a.m. - 11 p.m. / Saturday, 7 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. 

And did we mention our licensed sales representatives still make house calls! 

HUMANA. 
Guidance when you need it most 

-Medicare 
-Group Health 
-Individual health 
-Dental, Life, Vision 

Medicare approved HMO, PRO, PDP, and PFFS plans available to anyone entitled to Part A or enrolled in Part B of Medicare 
through age or disability (for MA plans, individuals must have both Part A and Part B). Enrollment period restrictions apply, 
call Plumana for details. 
M0006_GHA0204RR 
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