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You work harder than most. 
You take care of your family as 
well as everyone else’s. 

You can’t control the elements, 
but you do what you can to 
make the best of what’s handed 
to you. 

You demand the best in your 
equipment and in yourself. 

GeoComfort shares your values 
and respects your ideals. Our 
geothermal comfort systems 
harvest the earth’s stored 
energy and use it to heat and 
cool your home. GeoComfort 
geothermal systems: the perfect 
combination of technology and 
respect for the earth. 

R & H Plumbing & Heating, Inc. 
Altamont (618)483-6159 

Rightnowar HVAC 
Keenes (618)732-8268 

South Side Hardware 
Greenfield (217)368-2705 

Steffen Heating & A/C, Inc. 
Effingham (217)342-2062 

Stevens Heating & Air Conditioning 
Quincy (217)222-5220 

Weeke Sales & Service 
Okawville (618)243-5333 

Weidner Refrigeration, Inc. 
Divernon (217)628-3400 

Whitt Sales & Service, Inc. 
Farina (618)245-6404 

Fowler Heating & Cooling 
Marion (618)997-5288 

Henson Robinson Company 
Springfield (217)544-8451 

Home Appliance & Heating, Inc 
Kankakee (815)933-8211 

Jesse Heating & Air Conditioning 
Decatur (217)422-1744 

Champaign (217)352-8511 

Johnson Heating & A/C 
Kewanee (309)852-2610 

Kuchefski Heating & A/C, Inc. 
Danville (217)442-1454 

Mark’s Heating & Cooling 
Greenville (618)664-2499 

Neuhaus Heating & A/C 
Litchfield (217)324-2818 

Advantage Comfort Systems 
Paxton (217)379-6305 

Bratcher Heating & Air Conditioning 
Bloomington/Normal (309)454-161 

Brennan Heating & Cooling 
Jacksonville (217)245-7181 

C & K Heating & Cooling 
Lebanon (618)537-9528 

Climate Company, Inc. 
Breese (618)526-2135 

D & R Heating & Air, Inc 
Centralia (618)548-9090 

Davis Electric 
Rushville (217)322-6677 

Ernst Heating & Cooling 
Hamel (618)633-2244 

Inc. 
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Keeping energy affordable requires dialogue. Find out how 
you can help by going to www.ourenergy.coop. 
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Thomas H. Moore - Illinois co-op leader and 
communicator passes. 

BROADBAND COUNTRY ROADS 
Rural co-ops are helping build the 
road to broadband. With just 5.1 
members per mile of line it is a 
sparsely populated rural road and 
most broadband providers have left 
rural consumers in the digital dark. 
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Our Energy, Our Future 
Keeping energy affordable requires dialogue 

"Dur base load energy 
reserve is shrinking, while at 

the same time we are all using 
more and mare energy." 

www.nurenergy.CDop 

Electric cooperatives and their members are very 
supportive of efforts to preserve our climate and 

our environment. We need to start a dialogue with 
our elected officials, both federal and state, so they 
understand how monumental this task really is and 
the impact it could have on consumers. We want to 
be a part of the solution. 

That is why the electric cooperatives have 
started a program called Our Energy, Our Future 
and a Web site and an e-mail communication 
program that will assist you in communicating with 
your elected officials. 

We are asking three key questions of our 
leaders. Where is the electricity going to come from 
in the future? The surplus electric generation built 
in the late ‘70s and early ‘80s is virtually exhausted. 
Our base load energy reserve is shrinking, while 
at the same time we are all using more and more 
energy in our homes and businesses. We are just 
beginning the summer months when the demand 
for energy peaks. In the future will we have the sup¬ 
ply to meet that demand, or will we see brownouts 
and blackouts? 

The second question is how will we fund the 
technology and research needed to meet the energy 
needs and provide answers to our climate change 
concerns? We just saw the plug pulled on the 
FutureGen project right here in Illinois. We need 
that kind of research, development and demon¬ 

stration of new energy 
technologies. That is not 
being done at the pace and 
level that will be needed. 
We are asking Congress to 
help fund the research and 
development. 

The third question 
is how will we balance 
all of these energy supply 
issues and climate change 

expenses with the cost to our economy and our 
members’ monthly budgets. It is going to be costly 
and we need to strike a balance. Some of our rural 
members are already struggling to pay all their 
bills. Many are retired and on fixed incomes and 
we are already seeing increases at the gas pump and 
the meter. It is going to be a tremendous strain on 
those that can least afford it. 

We are going to be asking our elected officials 

where the new capacity is going to come from, how 
are we going to fund the research that is needed 
and what is this going to cost our members on their 
electric bills? 

The legislative conference in May saw 3,000 
electric cooperative leaders from across the coun¬ 
try go to Capitol Hill to ask these questions. It 
appears that we are one of the few consumer-based 
organizations that is really talking about our energy 
future, climate change and the cost to consumers. 

That is the strength of the electric cooperative 
program. We represent members, the consumers 
that actually own our system. So when that grass¬ 
roots member out on the line corresponds with 
a member of Congress they know that person is 
a voter that they represent. We are asking you, 
our members, to step up and get involved. Go 
to the Our Energy, Our Future Web site at 
www.ourenergy.coop, and send an e-mail to your 
elected officials. 

E-mail is the best way to get your legislators 
attention. We need members to make their voice 
heard. It is easy to become cynical and wonder, 
“what does my voice matter?” But I know from my 
service in the state legislature that it does matter. It 
gets their attention. That is what we are trying to 
do, get their attention and start this dialogue. 

Our members, because of their rural nature, 
will be impacted even more than others by these 
climate change and energy issues. Whether it is the 
higher cost of gasoline for longer commute times 
to work, or for the farmer that must pay for diesel, 
fertilizer and gas, energy expenses are hitting rural 
folks hard. 

Now is the time to act and make your voice 
heard. We have to strike a balance. We can reach 
these goals in a common sense way that won’t be 
a huge burden on our economy and our members’ 
budgets. We have to strike a balance and start an 
intelligent dialogue. ■ 

N. Duane Noland is the President/CEO 
of the Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives, Springfield. He is a former 
state senator, active on his family farm 
near Blue Mound and a member of Shelby 
Electric Cooperative. 

The opinions and views of guest commen¬ 
tators are their own and may not represent 
those of the Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives or the electric co-ops of Illinois. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 



FREE Hearing Aid Catalog 
Shop by mail and Save 80% 

Products praised by 

The Wall Street Journal 

100% Risk-FREE offer 

45-day home trial 

Arrives ready to use 

Compare to hearing aids 
costing $1,000 or more 

Our Customers 
Say it Best! 

Customer comments on file - printed with their 

| permission. Of course, individual results may vary. 

“Price is right! Works better 
than aids I bought locally.” 

F.E. - Texas 

“I like the way it fits. I can 
| hear really well with it. For 

the first time I can hear my 
granddaughter talk.” 

I.J. - North Dakota 

| “I wore it to Bingo the other 
night and could hear what 
friends were saying for a 
change.” R. Kissling - Florida 

“I can hear the TV 
and understand 
the words which I 
could not do with 
my $5,000 aid.” 

M. L. - California 
Great fit! © Hearing Help Express®, Inc. 

Call today for your 
FREE catalog! 

1-800-782-6316 

Shop-from-home Hearing Aid Catalog 

High-quality hearing aids priced at far less than the national 
average. Call today for free information: 1-800-782-6316 

Ready to use 
In-the-Ear Hearing Aids 

Custom Fit 
In-the-Ear 

Hearing Aids 
Behind-the-Ear 

Hearing Aids 

How do you save so much? 

Hearing aids have never been more expensive. According to The 
Hearing Review, the average hearing aid costs more than $1,800! 
Yet, luckily for you, high-quality hearing aids are available 
for far less from Hearing Help Express! 

You can SAVE 80%! How do you save so much? You order from 
home and your hearing aids are delivered to your door. You avoid 
big mark-ups, long waits, and salesmen. Your low price is based 
on high volume and low overhead. 

Improve your hearing Risk-FREE! 

Improve your hearing risk-free for 45 days in your own home! 
Compare our hearing aids to those costing $1,000 and more. 
Decide which works best for you. You won't be sorry. We only sell 
genuine hearing aids. 100% money-back guarantee! You order 
easily by mail from a family business with over 450,000 satisfied 
customers and 27 years experience selling hearing aids by mail. 

SEND NO MONEYl” & mail this coupon today for your free catalog^^ 

IETYES! I would like a free shop-from-home hearing aid catalog. I understand 
| there is no obligation and I get FREE shipping. www.HearingHelpExpress.com/19192 

Dr./Mr./Mrs./Ms.. 

Address. I I City/State/Zip. 
Mail to: 

I 

ext. 19-192 
  

^Hearing Help Express • 105 North First St., Dept 19-192 • DeKalb, It 60115-0586 
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Electric Co-ops by the Numbers 
864 distribution and 66 G&T cooperatives serve: 
• 40 million people in 47 states 
• 17.5 million businesses, homes, schools, churches, farms, irrigation systems 

and other establishments in 2,500 of 3,141 counties in the U.S. (80 percent of 
the nation’s counties) 

• 12 percent of the nation's population 
To perform their mission, electric cooperatives: 
• Own assets worth $100 billion 
• Own and maintain 2.5 million miles, or 42 percent, of the nation’s electric 

distribution lines, covering three quarters of the nation's landmass 
• Deliver 10 percent of the total kilowatt hours sold in the U.S. each year 
• Generate nearly 5 percent of the total electricity produced in the U.S. each year 
• Employ 67,000 people in the U. S. 
• Retire more than $500 million in capital credits annually 
• Pay more than $1.2 billion in state and local taxes ■ 

Thomas H. Moore - Illinois Co-op Leader 
and Communicator Passes Thomas H. Moore, 79, retired Chief Executive 

Officer of the Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives in Springfield died at home on 
April 30, 2008. 

Moore graduated with a B.A. 
in journalism with minors in his- 
tory and English honors. His 
appreciation of education and 
writing was a natural gift from his 
mother who traveled on horseback 
to teach in rural schools. Writing 
became the backbone of his life’s 
work and his letters to family and 
friends over the years were trea¬ 
sured gifts. No doubt, many who 
knew him have tucked away these 
words of wisdom as keepsakes from 
a man whose words were always delivered in fair¬ 
ness and of a kind spirit. 

He served as Director of Member and Public 
Relations for Arkansas Electric Cooperatives in 
Little Rock from 1957-1961, and then relocated to 
Illinois to become President/CEO of the Association 
of Illinois Electric Cooperatives (AIEC) in 
Springfield, where he served for 32 Vi years. 

As an Illinois co-op leader, he used his jour¬ 
nalism skills and much of his time to communi¬ 
cate with directors and local cooperative leaders. 
He not only took his message to the people 
around the state by holding tent meetings, but 
he often traveled to Washington, D.C. to lobby 
members of Congress on behalf of co-op members. 
His commitment to the membership and the rural 
electric cause is exemplified by his missing only 

two of 384 board meetings during his career. 
“Mr. Moore was a very fine individual. His 

dedication and talent made him an extremely 
effective leader and advocate for co¬ 
ops and their consumer-members, 
both in Illinois and in the nation,” 
says Don Wood, Vice President 
of Government Relations for the 
AIEC. 

He received the Clyde T. Ellis 
Award, the highest honor that can 
be bestowed upon professionals in 
the rural electrification program. 
Moore was the first from Illinois to 
receive the honor. The award recog¬ 
nizes outstanding accomplishments 
and service to electric cooperatives 

and efforts at increasing the public understanding 
of electric cooperatives. 

Tom Moore was a devoted son, husband, father 
and grandfather whose dedication to the happiness 
and well being of his family never wavered. His 
strong sense of family values and his work ethic 
were magnified by the discipline and strong sense 
of loyalty that he acquired over a lifetime of hard 
work. It was no surprise to anyone that he said 
his most gratifying work was in helping people, as 
he gave freely the gift of his time and attention 
and never turned anyone away. He strived to help 
people come to agreement because, he said, “people 
don’t always see the solution in the same way.” 

Mr. Moore, as he was known, personified the 
co-op principles of member communication and 
cooperation among cooperatives. ■ 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING www.icl.coop 



Electric Co-ops Purchase Illinois Power Plant Hoosier Energy and Wabash 
Valley Power, Indiana-based 

electric cooperative power suppliers 
serving several Illinois electric co¬ 
ops, have taken steps to purchase 
a 627-megawatt combined cycle 
power plant near Beecher City, 111., 
for approximately $383 million. 
Contingent on financing, regulatory 
approvals and other due diligence 
considerations, the two power supply 
cooperatives would take equal partner 
ownership of the Holland Energy 
LLC natural gas-fired, combined- 
cycle plant in January 2009. 

The facility will increase the 
reliability of electric supply and 
help manage costs for cooperative 
members. 

Hoosier Energy President/CEO 
Steve Smith says, “The Holland 
Energy facility will serve as a reliable, 
competitively priced source of 
power for our electric cooperatives in 
Indiana and Illinois. It will add to our 
fuel diversity and complement our 
existing coal and natural gas-fueled 
power plants.” 

Wabash Valley Power President/ 
CEO Rick Coons cited the value of 
Holland Energy to the more than 
350,000 homes, farms businesses and 
industries it serves. “This purchase 
allows us to own generation for about 
$610 per kilowatt. That compares 
to between $900 and $1,000 per 
kilowatt if we were to construct a 
similar plant from the ground up. It’s 
a tremendous opportunity for us.” 

Power from the Holland plant is 
delivered into the power grid con¬ 

trolled by the Midwest Independent 
System Operator over 345-kilovolt 
transmission lines owned by Ameren 
of Illinois. 

A combined cycle generating unit 
consists of one or more combustion 
turbines and one or more boilers with 
a portion of the required energy input 
to the boilers provided by the exhaust 
gas of the combustion turbines. The 
units deliver higher fuel efficiency 
than simple-cycle combustion turbine 
units. ■ 

Student-Built Vehicle Breaks Record 
With 2,843 mpg Performance 

ater Dei High School of Evansville, Ind., set a new 
mileage record at the 2008 Shell Eco-marathon 

Americas, a challenge to design, build and test fuel- 
efficient prototype vehicles that travel the farthest 
distance using the least amount of fuel. The team’s 
combustion-engine prototype vehicle achieved an 
astonishing 2,843.4 miles per gallon. 

Mark Singer, Global Project Manager for the Shell Eco- 
marathon says, “Students participating in this competition 
are the brains of the future, stretching the boundaries of 

fuel efficiency and providing solutions to the global energy 
challenge.” 

The 2008 Shell Eco-marathon Americas welcomed 
32 teams from four high schools and 23 universities from 
Canada, Mexico and the U.S. The entries included 25 
vehicles powered by combustion engines, four by fuel 
cell/hydrogen technology, one by diesel fuel, one by LPG 
(liquid petroleum gas) and two by solar power. 

Source: www.shell.com/us/ecomarathon. ■ 
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Noland Tells Youth 
Day Students to Voice 
Concerns Speaking to this year’s Youth Day students 

on Thursday, April 9, Association of Illinois 

Electric Cooperatives President/CEO and for¬ 

mer state senator Duane Noland, said, “There 

are huge issues being discussed at the State 

Capitol today. Unfortunately, our state govern¬ 

ment is not working the way it should. You will 

find your legislators are really unhappy about 

all of this because they know the government 

is not functioning the way it should be. So as 

you meet with them, if you have a concern or a 

question about something, share it with them. 

For example, the state is struggling to fund 

higher education. Guess what happens? Tuition 

goes up and it is already expensive. If you are 

going on to college you might mention to them 

you are concerned about funding for higher 

education.” ■ 

Near to Slightly Warmer Than Normal Temperatures in June After a spring in which temperatures 

across Illinois averaged near to 

slightly below normal, forecast 

models and climate indices 

point to slightly warmer than 

average temperatures for por¬ 

tions of the state in June. 

Though showing signs of 

some weakening, a La Nina 

phase continues to persist, as 

sea-surface temperatures across 

the equatorial Pacific remain 

cooler than normal. Past 

climate records suggest that 

in most cases a warm summer 

will follow a cooler spring 

during a La Nina pattern 

across Illinois. 

If a stronger La Nina is 

in place, the summer could 

be well above normal temperature 

wise. However, right now it appears 

that this La Nina will be of weak to 

moderate intensity and therefore a 

real hot summer does not look likely. 

The NAO (North Atlantic 

Oscillation) is projected to be 

positive during June, which would 

further support warmer than average 

Projected Summer Mean 
Temperature Departure 

June Temperature Outlook 

Above Normal 

| Slightly Above Normal 

| Near Normal 

^Slightly Below Normal ejsweather 

temperatures across mainly eastern 

and southern parts of the state. 

Overall, mean temperatures of 1 to 3 

degrees above normal are forecasted 

for east-central Illinois in June. 

The rest of the state is likely to 

see temperatures average closer to 

normal. Early season energy usage 

and costs for cooling are forecasted to 

be close to, or a little above, normal. 

The Illinois map this month 

illustrates the forecasted mean tem¬ 

perature departure from normal for 

the upcoming summer. As can be 

seen, Illinois is projected to see mean 

temperatures that on a whole will 

average a little warmer than normal 

during the June through August time 

period. Cooling costs are also likely to 

be higher than normal as a result. ■ 
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When you go on a summer vaca¬ 
tion, you may assume that your 

home will use less kilowatt-hours 
(kWh) while you’re gone and your 
next bill will be lower. But often, 
your home continues to run as nor¬ 
mal, even though you’re not there. 
Sometimes bills are even higher after 
vacations because of the preparations 
before the trip and the mountains of 
laundry to do after returning home. 

Follow these seven steps to pre¬ 
pare your home for your vacation and 
see a decrease in kWh while you’re 
gone. 
1. If you’re going on an extended 

trip, empty your refrigerator, un¬ 
plug it and leave the door open 
to prevent mildew. If you’re going 
a short trip keep in mind that it 
costs more to operate refrigerators 
and freezers that are only partially 
filled. 

2. If you have a pool, shorten the 
time your pool filter and auto¬ 
matic cleaner runs since you won’t 
be swimming. 

3. If you have a waterbed, unplug 
the heater, or at least lower the 
temperature 10 degrees. 

4. Install a compact fluorescent bulb 
into a lamp you set with a timer 
to turn on at night for a few hours 
for added home security. Leav¬ 
ing the lamp on all day will waste 
energy. 

5. Your water heater will continue to 
heat the water in its tank to the 
set temperature. Turn the tem¬ 
perature to the lowest setting and 
leave yourself a reminder to turn 
it back up when you return. 

6. Unplug all electronic devices 
before you go. Computers, DVD 
players, TVs and CD players all 
use electricity even when they are 
turned off. You’ll have to reset any 
digital clocks when you return, 
but you’ll save money while you’re 
gone. Keep in mind, though, that 
some appliances may need to be 
kept running, like sump pumps 
and security lights. 

7. Finally, turn your thermostat to 
85 degrees. If you have a program¬ 
mable thermostat be sure to turn 
it to the manual, hold or vacation 
setting before you leave so the 
temperature remains the same. 
This will enable your air condi¬ 
tioner to keep the humidity out 
of your house while not having to 
run as much to keep it cool. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • June 2008 
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ft took 54 years for electricity to 

spark its way from Thomas Ed¬ 

ison’s first power plant in New 

York in 1882 to the cornfields of Illi¬ 

nois in 1936. That spark of electricity 

called rural electrification, and some 

still call the REA, lit a fire under the 

development of rural areas of Amer¬ 

ica. Today many believe the next 

greatest thing will be rural broadband 

deployment. They just hope it won’t 

take 54 years to develop. 

Developing a new broadband infra¬ 

structure in rural Illinois has the same 

major hurdle that rural electrification 

faced more than 70 years ago—low 

population density. There is very 

little profit to be made serving rural 

areas. This is creating what many are 

referring to as the digital divide. 

The good news is this gap is slowly 

beginning to close. Entrepreneurs, 

electric cooperatives and telecommu¬ 
nications cooperatives are filling in 

some of the gaps where larger broad¬ 

band providers still don’t see a high 

enough profit margin. 

Providing affordable broadband 

coverage in rural areas is no easy task. 

Look out across the cornfields of Illi¬ 

nois and you’ll see the problem—one 

house here and maybe another a mile 

away. Within an urban environment 

a little investment goes a long way 

and has a large profit return. Investors 

and large companies are naturally go¬ 

ing to serve high-density areas first. 

This dilemma has led cooperatives, 

local entrepreneurs, government and 

regional collaborative organizations 

to step in and take the initiative to 

develop rural broadband. Without ru¬ 

ral broadband many believe rural ar¬ 

eas will simply not be able to survive 

economically. 

Josh Shallenberger, Shelby Electric Cooperative’s Chief Operating Officer and 

Marla Berner, Shelby DirecTV Customer Service Manager visit a Clear Talk 

Tower near Tower Hill they are utilizing as a Gateway for <pwr-net.coop>. 

The cooperative is utilizing exisiting tower structures and grain legs in addition 

to building new towers for their wireless internet build out. 

SunviA/at of the Fastest 
High-speed broadband has become 

a connection standard, replacing dial¬ 

up nationwide (where available), and 

a staple for online entertainment and 

business. Upgrading to high-speed 

Internet allows faster upload and 

download times, maintains constant 

connectivity and doesn’t tie up your 

phone lines. 

The Federal Communications 

Commission defines “broadband” as 

Internet service with a speed of at 

least 200 kilobits per second (Kbps), 

in one direction (download or upload 

speed). In today’s world of video con¬ 

ferencing, iTunes music, eBay mar¬ 

keting and YouTube video, many are 

arguing that 200 Kbps is already too 

slow. Those that have experienced 





Bnaadband or* Bust 
Broadband access is essential in 

convincing new businesses to open 
shop in rural areas. Lack of broad¬ 
band can be a deal breaker for new 
businesses interested in rural areas. 
Broadband access unlocks the world 
to rural businesses. With broadband 
service you can work from anywhere 
and reach customers anywhere. With¬ 
out it local businesses are unable to 
grow and compete. 

For some co-op members having 
broadband access means they can 
work from home most of the time and 
avoid the high cost of commuting 
to their job every day. With the ever 
rising cost of gas, working from home 
options are becoming increasingly at¬ 
tractive to employers and employees. 

“Without access to affordable 
broadband, it will be harder to attract 
new businesses over the next 10-20 
years and employment will shift to 
areas that do have access,” says David 
Loomis, an Associate Professor of Eco¬ 
nomics at Illinois State University. 

If you question the value of broad¬ 
band access simply ask the teenagers 
you know if they would move to a 
community without broadband ser¬ 
vice when they finish school? Now 
imagine your community without any 
young families 15 years from now. 

Becoming the Example 
Many states and rural communities 

have begun taking action. Kentucky, 
for example, is often pointed out as a 
leader for rural broadband deployment. 

A recent report from Connected 
Nation, a national non-profit group, 
says that by adopting a similarly 
structured plan to Kentucky, the U.S. 
overall can expect: 
• $92 billion through an additional 

2.4 million jobs per year created 
• $662 million saved per year in re¬ 
duced healthcare costs 
• $6.4 billion per year in mileage 
savings from unnecessary driving 
• $18 million in carbon credits as¬ 
sociated with 3.2 billion fewer pounds 
of C02 emissions per year 
• $35.2 billion in value from 3.8 bil¬ 
lion more hours saved per year from 
accessing broadband at home 
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Sean Middleton, Engineering Manager for Illinois Rural Electric Cooperative (left) 

explains the fixed'Wireless broadband system to Illinois Country Living magazine editor 

John Lowrey. Wireless broadband requires a clear line of sight between the home'based 

receiver (pictured) and the base station. The installation charge is $125. In addition to 

providing data communication between the co-op’s substations, the broadband system 

serves most of Adams, Brown, Calhoun, Cass, Greene, Jersey, Macoupin, Morgan, 

Pike and Scott counties. A clear line of sight between antennas is required. 

• $134 billion per year in total di¬ 
rect economic impact of accelerating 
broadband across the U.S. 

Kentucky's broadband availability 
soared from 60 percent in 2004 to 95 
percent by December 2007. The in¬ 
crease in availability is a result of Con- 
nectKentucky, a broadband initiative 
that brings public and private sectors 
together to develop the availability 
and adoption of broadband statewide. 

Illinois residents have developed 
similar initiatives and gained the at¬ 
tention of Illinois government. Gov¬ 
ernor Blagojevich's staff has stepped 
in, creating the Broadband Deploy¬ 
ment Council to focus on statewide 
broadband services. 

Under the Rural Affairs Council 
led by Lt. Governor Pat Quinn, the 
Broadband Deployment Council 
works “To position Illinois as Amer¬ 
ica's leading broadband technology 
state and to improve the cost and 
speed of high-speed network ser¬ 
vices,” says Policy Advisor to the Lt. 
Governor Ryan Croke. 

“We advocate for affordable, 
world-class communication net¬ 
works in every corner of Illinois,” 

says Croke. “Not just for individual 
citizens, but for businesses, schools, 
hospitals, libraries and other organiza¬ 
tions as well.” 

ConnectSI is another initiative 
based out of Southern Illinois Uni¬ 
versity, Carbondale. ConnectSI works 
to encourage broadband deployment 
primarily for the southern 20 counties 
of Illinois. Working with the Broad¬ 
band Deployment Council, Con- 
nectSI is led by prominent leaders 
in southern Illinois, from Southern 
Illinois University, the Illinois De¬ 
partment of Commerce and Egyptian 
Electric Cooperative Association 
among others. 

Hou/ You Ban Bet 
Benadband 

Finding broadband service provid¬ 
ers in a rural area can be tough. You 
can go to www.DSLreports.com and 
find local high-speed services by your 
zip code. The Web site offers estimat¬ 
ed prices, connection speed, reviews 
by local customers and will link you 
to the offering company’s Web site. 

You should also check out Lt. 
Governor Quinn’s broadband site at 
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http://illinoisbroadbanddeployment. 
pbwiki.com/ and click on Broadband 
Projects in Illinois. There you will 
find information about planned and 
existing local, regional and statewide 
broadband projects. 

You can also call your electric 
and telephone cooperatives if you’re 
searching for broadband by phone. 
If your cooperative isn’t an Internet 
service provider, ask if they know of 
any resources for broadband Internet 
in your area. Wayne-White Coun¬ 
ties Electric Cooperative in Fairfield 
doesn’t offer high-speed Internet, but 
they have researched 10 major pro¬ 
viders of broadband in their territory 
and have posted the information on 
the co-op’s Web site. Next, try your 
local cable or phone company. 

Shelby Electric Cooperative is the 
latest electric cooperative to begin 
construction of a wireless broadband 
service. The co-op began installing 
equipment on towers in this spring. 
They also be using grain elevators 
to support the new rural broadband 
infrastructure. 

The Shelbyville co-op was one of 
the first to provide WildBlue service, 
but WildBlue limited the co-op’s 
satellite subscriptions to 300, forcing 
them to take the initiative to build 
from scratch. Shelby Electric’s sys¬ 
tem will be similar to the one built 
by Illinois Rural Electric, hosting a 
mesh-based, (is this WiFi or WiMax) 
wireless network requiring line-of- 
sight technology. 

Kevin Bemson, Vice President of 
Media and Public Relations, says, “We 
will service our entire territory and 
outside of it. We’ll be servicing any 
area we feel there is enough of a market 
to serve, but we will start off building 
around our service territory to cover our 
membership and non-members.” 

What It Will Da Fan You 
and Yaun Bommunity 

Broadband Internet coverage means 
more than simply “catching up” rural 
America with bigger cities. It also 
brings advancement opportunities for 
the individual and the community. 

High-speed broadband allows hos¬ 
pitals to invest in telemedicine that 

can offer special¬ 
ist services not 
available in low- 
density regions of 
Illinois. Sending 
the data, such as 
high resolution 
X-rays, immedi¬ 
ately improves 
rural health care 
and lowers the 
cost. 

Broadband isn’t absolutely neces¬ 
sary for online distance learning, but 
it does help the Web savvy student 
get the best of what’s offered online. 
There are many accredited colleges 
that offer educational programs via 
the Internet. 

You don’t have to be seeking a col¬ 
lege degree, either. 

Several Illinois colleges offer on¬ 
line programs for general education 
development (GED) and technical 
courses. All GED programs are free for 
residents in Illinois, as well. Visit www. 
GED-I.org for more information. 

Online students can benefit from 
having broadband by participating in 
real time conversations with students 
across the world. 

LaDonna Houston, a member of 
Adams Electric Cooperative in Camp 
Point, finished college online at the 
University of Phoenix. Learning from 
her home, LaDonna was able to com¬ 
plete her bachelor’s degree in infor¬ 
mation systems technology. She now 
works two days from home and the 
rest at DOT Foods in Mt. Sterling. 

Slowly, but Sanely 
According to the National Tele¬ 

communications and Information 
Administration, rural broadband adop¬ 
tion has risen from 5.6 percent of rural 
households in September 2001 to 38.8 
percent in October 2007. As high¬ 
speed broadband continues to become 
available, the quality of life in rural 
areas is guaranteed to improve. 

“Seventy years ago co-ops made 
electric service possible in rural ar¬ 
eas when many said it just wouldn’t 
work, it wasn’t profitable,” says John 
Lowrey, editor of Illinois Country 
Living and a member of the Illinois 

Bnaadband brings 

advancement 

appontunities fan 

tbe individual and 

tbe community 

Broadband De¬ 
ployment Coun¬ 
cil Infrastructure 
Subcommittee. 
“Today we can’t 
imagine life 
without electric¬ 
ity. I think in a 
few short years 
we won’t be able 
to imagine life 

without broad¬ 
band service. It will make things we 
haven’t even dreamed of possible.” 

Lowrey says the financial risk for 
rural broadband service providers is 
high, but he adds the future prosperity 
of rural areas requires the investment. 

He says, “Electricity is power. 
Broadband is power too. It’s informa¬ 
tion power. We are, after all, living in 
the information age. When you can 
work from anywhere and go to school 
from anywhere, I can’t imagine why 
anyone wouldn’t rather live in a rural 
community. Rural broadband service 
will make that possible and so much 
more. We shouldn’t settle for less.” 

Fan mane 
infanmatian an 

bnaadband 

http://illinoisbroadbanddeploy- 
ment.pbwiki.com 

www.fcc.gov 

www. dslreports, com 

www.standingupforlllinois.org 

www.broadbandinfo.com 

www.phoenix.edu 

www.GED-l.org 
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You Cun Prevent Skin Cancer 
Save your skin and eyes for a lifetime of fun in the sun 

"Dne-million new 
cases of skin cancer 
are diagnosed each 
year according to 

American Academy of 
Dermatology." 

Did you know that the sun, though vitally 

important, is responsible for many of the 1 mil 

lion new cases of skin cancer that are diagnosed 

each year according to American 

Academy of Dermatology (ADD)? 

They also inform us that 10 percent 

or 100,000 of those new skin can¬ 

cer cases are potentially dangerous 

melanomas! 

Those are alarming statistics in 

light of the fact that summer is again 

upon us and we will all head outdoors 

after our winter hibernation. 

I like the summer months. And 

if you’re like me, you may not do as 

much as you should to protect yourself 

from the sun’s damaging rays, thinking 

you’ll only be out in the direct sun for 

a short period and that won’t be harmful. This is 

a bad line of reason! In fact, the sun’s rays are so 

powerful that you can receive a burn in a relatively 

short period of time whether it’s sunny or cloudy. 

Remember, clouds do not always protect you from 

all the sun’s rays! 

Those are the facts. Now what do we do to 

combat the sun’s rays this coming summer while 

working or just playing? 

• You may not want to hear this ... 

kids and men ... but sunscreen is 

still your best defense! I don’t like 

wearing it either. You have to see 

the long- term picture. If it will 

help prevent future problems ... 

spread it on! If you’re swimming 

in the pool or sweating a lot, 

you may need to re-apply your 

sunscreen! 

• When choosing a sunscreen, pick 

one with at least an SPF (sun 

protection factor) of 15 and preferably higher. 

You may be dark complected and feel like you 

tan easily. But, remember that all skin types are 

susceptible to the sun’s rays. 

Limit your exposure to the sun by monitoring 

the time you’ve been in direct contact of its rays. 

Take occasional breaks and go inside for a bit. 

Remember that it can take up to a full day for a 

sunburn’s effects to show on your skin. You may 

actually feel like you didn’t burn one day, stay 

out longer, and wake up the next day, with a 

severe sunburn. 

Again, limit your exposure by covering your 

skin, or going inside or to a shaded 

area. 

Protect Your Eyes Too 

Excessive unprotected exposure to 

the sun’s rays can lead to age related 

macular degeneration, cataracts, skin 

cancer in the tissue surrounding the 

eyes and tissue growth that can block 

vision (pterygium). Wearing the right 

kind of sunglasses can protect your 

eyes, and you’ll look cool, too. 

But don’t buy sunglasses based on 

how cool they look. And just because 

you tend to put your sunglasses down 

somewhere and lose them, don’t buy the cheapest 

pair you can find. 

The cost of manufacturing lenses that meet 

or exceed the minimum safety standards is a major 

factor in the cost of sunglasses. Look for a minimum 

of UV400 marked on the lenses. They should also 

be CE compliant. This means they have passed 

approved safety standards and are effective in 
reducing harmful UV rays from entering the eyes. 

Remember, UV400 is the minimum safety 

standard. It’s important to invest in good quality 

sunglasses with good UV filters that can block out 

UV radiation, if you do not, you run a very real risk 

of permanent damage leading to blindness. 

The lens color is another important 

consideration. Choose a brown, grey or green tint; 

the darker the shade, the more protection you will 

get. Avoid tints in yellow, pink or blue. They are 

not capable of fully protecting the eyes and can be 

confusing in recognizing colors. 

Here’s wishing you a super summer! May all 

you farmers have an incredible harvest. May each 

of you enjoy all your summer’s fun activities! Just 

don’t let a sunburn ruin a great time outdoors. ■ 

Ken Macken is the Manager of Safety and 
Loss Control for the Association of Illinois 
Electric Cooperatives, 217-241-7933, 
kmacken@aiec.coop. 
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/ JUST GOT THE 
IITIII TV Dll I UIILIIY DILL 
Many smart homeowners no longer dread receiving their monthly utility bills. That’s 
because they made the switch to geothermal heating and cooling technology. In 
fact, many geothermal system owners see savings up to 70% on their utility bills 
compared to ordinary furnaces and air conditioners— with exceptional comfort. And 
with the costs of electric, natural gas and propane skyrocketing, it’s a smart decision 
now and for years to come. So relax, and take control over those utility bills. For more 
information, contact your local WaterFurnace dealer today or call (800) GEO-SAVE. 

YOUR LOCAL WATERFURNACE DEALERS 

Anna Decatur Mt. Vernon Steelville 
Hartline Htg. & Clg. Design-Air Htg. & Clg. Holloway Htg. & Clg. William’s Heat & Air 
618-833-6802 217-429-1105 • 800-452-7845 618-242-5481 618-965-2040 

Belleville Delavan Murphysboro Sullivan 
Bel-O Sales & Service, Inc. Jeckel Plumbing & Htg. William’s A/C & Htg. Rowland Plumbing & Htg. 
618-235-6626 309-244-8265 618-684-HEAT 217-728-8025 

Sigman Htg. & A/C, Inc. Effingham Pana Taylorville 
618-234-4343 Jansen’s Htg. & A/C Macari Service Center Yard Htg. & Clg. 

Bloomington 217-347-5223 217-562-3631 217-824-4737 

Wm. Masters, Inc. Flora Paxton Thomasboro 
309-662-8481 Electro-Electric Houston Plumbing Hoveln Htg. & Clg. 

Brighton 618-662-4520 800-379-2165 217-643-2125 

Den-Son Inc. Htg. & Clg. Forrest Peru Tuscola 
618-372-8375 Kupferschmid, Inc. Pro’s Htg. & Clg. Triangle Htg. & Clg. 

Canton 815-657-8147 815-223-0715 217-253-5400 

Easley Mechanical Gibson City Petersburg Vandalia 
309-647-3450 Houston Plumbing Collins Plumbing & Htg. Hunter Appliance Htg. & Clg. 

Charleston 800-379-2165 217-632-3670 618-283-3224 

LD Mechanical Contractors, Inc. Goodfield Pittsfield Vienna 
217-345-9633 Hinrichsen Peters Htg. & A/C, Inc. Hartline Htg. & Clg. 

Cissna Park 309-965-2604 217-285-1600 618-833-6802 

Boyce Electric Harrisburg Pontiac Virden 
815-457-2700 William’s A/C & Htg. Kupferschmid, Inc. Snell’s Plumbing & Heating 

L & R Heating and Cooling 618-864-3606 815-842-3812 217-965-3911 

815-457-2097 Lawrenceville Quincy Waterloo 

Cobden Tracy Electric Peters Htg. & A/C, Inc. DeRousse Htg. & A/C, Inc. 

Davis Heating and Cooling 618-943-2243 217-222-1368 618-282-2221 

618-893-2821 Lincoln Red Bud Sigman Htg. & A/C, Inc. 

Collinsville Albert Service Htg. & A/C De Rousse Htg. & A/C, Inc. 618-234-4343 

Bel-O Sales & Service, Inc. 217-735-9990 618-826-4359 Toennies Service Co. 
618-344-3434 Litchfield Salem 618-248-5130 

Columbia Snell’s Plumbing & Htg. Booher Tin Shop Watseka 
Bel-O Sales & Service, Inc. 217-324-4560 618-548-1295 R & M Electric 
618-281-8118 

Damiansville 
Toennies Service Co. 
618-248-5130 

Macomb 
Arnold Brothers Htg. & Clg. 
309-833-2852 

Marion 
D & C Sheetmetal 
618-997-6577 

Shelbyville 
Macari Service Center 
217-774-4214 

Springfield 
Collins Plumbing & Htg. 
217-793-8031 

815-432-4062 

ENVISION 
30 EER 5 COP 

Smarter from the Ground Up 

visit us at waterfurnace.com \ (800) GEO-SAVE 
WaterFurnace is a registered trademark of WaterFurnace International, Inc. 

•Based upon ARI13256-1 (6LHP - Part Load Ratings) 



The Rose is the Flower for the Masses 
Knock-Out roses are making it easy to landscape with the National Flower 

June is National Rose Month, which President 

Ronald Reagan designated as our National 

Flower. Sadly Everett Dirksen could never achieve 

the same designation with the marigold. 

Almost 50 years ago, Dr. Griffith 

Buck at Iowa State University 

started work on hardy roses that 

need little care. His criteria for suc¬ 

cess were roses that needed little to 

no winter protection, were black- 

spot and mildew resistant, and 

bloomed several times throughout 

the summer if not continuously. 

Others around the world were 

doing the same, and about 30 years 

ago, success started pouring in. 

Most of this breeding work led to 

the newest class of roses for the 

gardeners: the landscape or shrub 

rose. 

You could safely say that these were the roses 

for the masses. 

The phrase “landscape rose” is a great mar¬ 

keting term, saying so much more than “shrub 

rose.” There’s the impression that landscape roses 

fit nicely into the landscape and, like most land¬ 

scape plants, require little care. For most of the 

time, that’s true. 

Of all the landscape or 

shrub roses, the Knock-Out 

series seems to be taking the 

forefront. 

Knock-Out roses first 

made the headlines with 

a splashy red, semi-double 

flower that bloomed all 

summer. Plants are resistant 

to black spot disease. That 

in itself would be enough 

to shout from the highest mountain. They are also 

resistant to powdery mildew, and winter hardiness 

isn’t a problem unless you’re in Alaska. 

Word of warning: “resistant” doesn’t mean 

immune. Occasionally, you’ll find black spot disease 

on many of the landscape and shrub roses, hut it 

doesn’t appear to denude them like it does the 

hybrid teas, and others. 

So far, the biggest problems have been with 

Japanese beetles (next month’s topic) and rabbits. 
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"Of all the landscape or 
shrub roses, the Knock-Out 

series seems to be 
taking the forefront." 

Rabbits tend to eat anything during the win¬ 

ter and the stems of the roses seem particularly 

flavorful. Fencing helps, but that sort of defeats the 

purpose of the landscape rose. 

The original Knock-Out rose 

was red. That was followed by a pink 

and white form. In the last couple 

of years, we’ve had a double flower 

form, which are twice as large and as 

full as the initial Knock-Out. 

This year, there’s a yellow flower 

form, though it may be hard to find 

as everyone seems to be grabbing 

them up. Just be patient and keep 

asking for it. 

There are other shrub and land¬ 

scape roses besides the Knock-Outs. 

Check the tags carefully for what 

they promise and what they don’t, 

or more likely, what’s not listed on 

the tag. Look for disease resistance and winter 

hardiness. 

Anything that says the rose will do well in the 

shade is probably not accurate. Roses, even the 

landscape types, need at least six to eight hours of 

direct sunlight per day. 

Two things to remember about landscape roses: 

• They tend to be larger than what the tag 

says is their actual height. Knock-Outs are 

supposed to top out at 3 feet. Most grow 6 

feet. Just cut them back heavily in the early 

spring. 

• Pruning isn’t as hard as you might think. 

You can spend hours cutting back to the 

five leaflet leaf, but better yet, take your 

hedge clippers (electric or manual) and 

just give the plant five quick pruners, one 

on each side and one on the top after 

flowering. With watering and fertilizing, you 

won’t notice anything but new growth in a 

week or so. And the plant will still bloom 

profusely. ■ 

David Robson is an Extension Educator, 

Horticulture, at the Springfield Extension 

Center, University of Illinois Extension, 

P.0. Box 8199, Springfield, IL 62791. 

Telephone: 217-782-6515. 

E-mail: drobson@uiuc.edu. 



High Utility Bills Getting You Down? 
Let ClimateMaster Geothermal Heating and 

Cooling Systems Cure Your Pain 

Check out 
these advantages 

OK Uses nature’s renewable energy 

at Save up to 70% on heating costs 

at Comfortable and quiet 

at Clean and safe - no carbon monoxide 

at Free hot water 

at Tax credits in 2006 

Contact your local dealer for more information 
Auburn, IL 
Lonnie L Winn Heating 

& Cooling 
217-438-1235 

Carbon Cliff, IL 
Swanson Mechanical 
309-373-4773 

Carbondale, IL 
Jacobs Air Conditioning 

& Heating, Inc. 
618-529-2989 

Champaign, IL 
Lanz Heating & Cooling 
217-202-6858 

Elburn, IL 
J R Herra, Inc. 
630-365-6266 

Jerseyville, IL 
Vanausdoll Heating 

& Cooling 
618-498-4349 

Paxton, IL 
L & R Heating & 

Cooling, Inc. 
217-379-3191 

Pekin, IL 
Central Heating & A/C 
309-696-9080 

Dubuque, IA 
All Season’s Heating 

& Cooling, Inc. 
563-582-2584 

CUMATEMASTER 

Marion, IL 
Ponder Service, Inc. 
618-977-8900 

Newark, IL 
Newark Mechanical 
815-695-1467 

Quality Geothermal Heating, Cooling and Hot Water WWW.climatemaster.com 

Taylorville, IL 
Yard Heating & Cooling 
217-824-4737 

Villa Grove, IL 
R C Plumbing & Heating 
217-832-9744 



Solar Energy: 
Not Quite Ready for Prime Time 

IM! 

ik 
1 

"Geothermal systems operate 
by using the largest solar 

collector in the world, which 
is Mother Earth herself." 

Mention solar energy and immediately everyone 

is interested. I have personally been responsible 

for the installation of several solar systems, all of 

them in the 1980s. They were 

installed in homes to heat 

water only. 

These systems were 

somewhat expensive but had 

paybacks of about 15 years, 

which was okay but not great. 

For all practical purposes, the 

sales of these systems ceased 

when the $2,000 tax credit was 

eliminated. For a number of 

years, very little was mentioned 

about solar energy. 

I remember well the day 

that I stopped recommending solar systems. It was 

after I learned about geothermal, which is about 

three-fourths or 7 5 percent solar. You see I knew 

that solar was expensive, and I also knew that the 

sun didn’t shine much at night. Smart, huh.7 

I also know that usable solar radiation occurs 

only from about 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., even on a 

perfect sunny day. So, basically you have no usable 

solar for about three-fourths of every day. Well, 

contrast that with geothermal, which provides solar 

BTUS 24 hours of every single day. And it provides 

energy for, not only hot water, but also heating and 

cooling. A no brainer, right? 

I thought so. 

I am NOT against 

conventional solar energy, 

but neither am I what they 

call an impulsive shopper. 

Display items near the cash 

register do not tempt me 

(unless they have to do with 

fishing). I can walk by a solar 

photovoltaic system at a home show and simply 

think - “Nice display. I only wish it were feasible.” 

The following are actual calculations for a 

4,000-square-foot new house in Colorado. The 

family had been to a home show and met the solar 

salesman and were positive that they should spend 

an additional $20,000 to install a 600-square-foot 

solar panel on their roof to generate 2 kilowatts 

(2,000 watts) of electricity. That would be enough 

generation to provide the electricity for 20 100- 

::: 

A 

watt light bulbs or two good hair dryers. I’ll bet 

that all of you now know where I’m going with 

this topic. Would you advise your children to buy 

something that cost $20,000 

if it took 51.44 years to pay 

for itself? And the item was 

expected to last only 20 years? 

I think most of us would agree 

that is not a good investment. 

The family was quite sur¬ 

prised with the calculations 

and was also surprised at how 

much space they needed for 

storage batteries, etc., with the 

solar system. Then the family 

was shown the calculations of a 

new geothermal system, which 

provides heating, cooling and hot water, every day 

and night. And keep in mind - geothermal systems 

do use solar systems. Geothermal systems operate 

by using the largest solar collector in the world, 

which is Mother Earth herself. 

The average geothermal system costs about 

$15,000 and has a payback in energy savings of 

nine years or less. I would, and do, advise my 

children to do exactly that, just like I have done. 

Geothermal requires no outdoor equipment, no 

batteries, has less maintenance and works 24/seven. 

It’s the most energy-efficient heating and cooling 

system available. Plus, a properly installed system 

creates a very comfortable environment in your 

home. Like I said before, I am not against solar. I 

just want our readers to know the truth. It just isn’t 

ready for prime time yet. 

Doug Rye, a licensed architect living in 

Saline County and the popular host of the “Home 

Remedies” radio show, works as a consultant for 

electric cooperatives promoting energy efficiency to 

cooperative members nationwide. To order Doug’s 

video, call Doug at 1-888-Doug-Rye. More energy- 

efficiency tips can also be found at www.ecark.org ■ 

Doug Rye, the “Doctor of Energy 
Efficiency-the King of Caulk and Talk” 
can be heard on several different Illinois 
radio stations. Or you can go to his Web 
site at www.dougrye.com, e-mail him at 
info@philliprye.com, or call 888-Doug- 
Rye or 501-653-7931. You can also sign 
up for a free newsletter and order his 
“how to” videotapes. 
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The Realities of Carbon 
Capture and Storage 
Co-ops are demonstrating new clean energy answers, but more research funding needed 

By Jennifer Taylor 

Ithough the plug was pulled on 
the FutureGen project in Illinois, 

co-ops across the country are forging 
ahead with innovative answers to 
cleaner power generation options. 
Electric cooperatives lead the utility 
industry in implementing energy effi¬ 
ciency programs and supplying power 
from renewable energy. They are also 
on the cutting edge when it comes to 
testing and deploying carbon capture 
and storage technology (CCS). 

Carbon capture and storage 
remains a sophisticated, complex 
process that involves isolating carbon 
dioxide from other power plant 
emissions. The collected gas is then 
compressed, pumped down into 
spent oil and natural gas wells, saline 

reservoirs, or inaccessible coal seams, 
and in theory entombed forever. 

As electric utilities strive to meet 
increasing demand for safe, reliable 
and affordable electricity in an 
environmentally responsible fashion, 
CCS stands, according to a recent 
Massachusetts Institute of Technol¬ 
ogy report, “as the critical enabling 
technology to reduce carbon dioxide 
emissions significantly.” Carbon 
dioxide, a greenhouse gas blamed for 
contributing to climate change, gets 
released into the atmosphere when 
fossil fuels, like coal and natural gas, 
are burned to produce electricity. 

A 2007 study released by the 
Electric Power Research Institute 
(EPRI), a non-profit utility-sponsored 

organization whose members include 
electric co-ops, finds that U.S. electric 
utilities can help the nation cut car¬ 
bon dioxide emissions to 1990 levels 
by 2030 by taking aggressive steps 
in seven principal areas. The most 
significant reductions, EPRI notes, 
will come from CCS technologies. 
“But much work still needs to be done 
on CCS,” emphasizes George Offen, 
EPRI Senior Technical Executive. 

EPRI points out that building 
advanced, more efficient coal-fired 
plants with carbon capture and 
storage technology will boost capital 
construction costs by around 40 
percent, while the cost for retrofitting 
existing plants, if possible at all, could 
run 60 to 80 percent of a new facility. 

Basin Electric, through its subsidiary Dakota Gasification Company, owns and operates the $2.1 'billion Great Plains Synfuels Plant 

northwest of Beulah, N.D. About 8,700 tons of compressed carbon dioxide are sent to depleted oilfields for storage every day. 
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Moreover, we have to solve the 
problem of ultimately storing carbon 
dioxide. “Storing carbon dioxide in 
a variety of geological formations is 
something we do not understand. We 
have to do more research to determine 
whether it’s even feasible and then 
address all of the other issues - the 
policy and regulatory concerns - that 
go along with it,” says Clark Ceilings, 
Vice President of Technology at EPRI. 

To date, no coal-fired power 
plants are equipped with CCS tech¬ 
nology. And just three plants world¬ 
wide remove carbon dioxide from 
natural gas production and store it 
underground. Out of these three, the 
Great Plains Synfuels Plant, operated 
by Basin Electric Power Cooperative - 
a Bismarck, N.D.-based generation 
and transmission (G&T) co-op, 
supplying wholesale power to 126 
member co-ops in nine states - starts 
the process with coal, which is turned 
into a synthetic natural gas. 

Every day, the Great Plains 
Synfuels Plant sends 8,700 tons of 
captured, compressed carbon dioxide 
via a 205-mile-long pipeline buried 4 
feet underground to depleted oil fields 
in Weyburn, Saskatchewan, where the 
gas helps bring more oil to the surface. 
Over the years, more than 10 million 
tons of carbon dioxide have been 
captured and shipped in this manner. 

Additionally, Basin Electric Power 
Cooperative has recently selected a 
developer to 
launch a CCS 
demonstration 
project at its 
900-MW coal- 
fired Antelope 
Valley Station, 
located next 
door to the syn¬ 
fuels plant. But 
a CCS venture 
of this scale will 
face significant 
technical and economic challenges: 
transferring this technology to a large- 
scale, existing coal-fired power plant 
has never been done. 

Arizona Electric Power Coopera¬ 
tive, a G&T based in Benson, Ariz., 
that supplies wholesale power to six 

distribution co-ops in the Southwest, 
will participate with three other Grand 
Canyon State utilities in the $4 mil¬ 
lion Arizona Utilities Carbon Dioxide 
Storage Pilot Project sponsored by 
the West Coast Regional Carbon Se¬ 
questration Partnership-one of seven 
U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) 
large-scale carbon storage initiatives. 

The Cooperative Research 
Network (CRN), an arm of Arlington, 
Va.-based National Rural Electric 
Cooperative Association (NRECA), 
which represents the interests of 

electric co-ops, 
has joined a DOE 
sequestration 
project near 
Gaylord, Mich., 
where 10,000 tons 
of carbon dioxide 
derived from a 
natural gas process¬ 
ing plant will be 
captured and stored 
in underground 
saline formations. 

The Michigan site features most 
elements of a complete sequestration 
system, including a compression plant, 
an 8-mile-long supercritical pipeline, 
and injection and monitoring wells. 

If electric utilities are to imple¬ 
ment CCS on a commercial scale by 

2020-the cornerstone of EPRPs frame¬ 
work for keeping the lights on and 
rates affordable as the nation tackles 
climate change-major projects with 
coal-fired plants need to begin soon, 
and they are not going to come easy 
or cheap. Government funding akin 
to the Apollo moon program will be 
needed for research and development. 

“Carbon sequestration is very 
expensive,” stresses Tom Lovas, CRN 
Senior Program Manager. 

NRECA CEO Glenn English 
argues that Congress needs to invest 
in new and emerging technologies 
required for reducing carbon dioxide 
emissions. 

“Electric co-op consumers are 
conscious that there is a price to pay 
for addressing climate change,” he 
concludes. “If Congress is serious 
about meeting our nation’s energy 
challenges, then it needs to move for¬ 
ward in providing the funding needed 
to create sustainable, long-term solu¬ 
tions based on new technology.” 

Sources: National Rural Electric Coop' 
erative Association, Cooperative Research 
Network, Electric Power Research 
Institute, U.S. Department of Energy. 
Jennifer Taylor writes on consumer and 
cooperative affairs for the National Rural 
Electric Cooperative Association. 

“Government 
funding akin to 
the Apollo moon 
program will he 

needed for research 
and development. ” 
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Marsha’s Frozen 
Strawberry Salad 

1 (8-oz.) pkg. cream cheese 

3/4 C. sugar 
1 (20-oz.) can crushed pineapple 
1 (12'OZ.) pkg. frozen strawberries, 

thawed and drained 
2 bananas, sliced 
1 C. chopped pecans, opt. 
1 (10-oz.) cm. Cool Whip 

Who: Relay for Life of Joppa, II 

Cost: $10, plus $2 shippir 

Details: hard-backed, comb-boun 

Pages of recipes: 14 

Send checks to: Connie Somme 

EEI Relay for Life Teai 

P.O. Box 165, Joppa, IL 6295 

or call 618'543'327, 

Combine cream cheese and sugar in a 

mixing bowl. Beat until well blended. 

Stir in pineapple, strawberries, bananas, 

pecans and Cool Whip one at a time. 

Pour into a 9xl3-inch freezer dish. Freeze 

until firm. Let stand at room temperature 

for several minutes before cutting. This 

can also be made in cupcake cups for 

Farm Boy 

1-1/2 lbs. sausage 

3/4 C. sauerkraut, well-drained 
and chopped 

1 tsp. butter 
6 slices cheese 
6 hamburger buns, toasted 
18 slices green olives 
12 carrot sticks 
Com chips 

White Chocolate Blueberry Muffins (above) 

1- 3/4 C. all-purpose flour 
1/4 C. sugar 
2- 1/2 tsp. baking powder 

3/4 tsp. salt 
1 egg, beaten 

3/4 C. milk 
1/3 C. coconut oil 
1 C. blueberries with 2 T. si 
1 C. white chocolate chips 

Cook sauerkraut in butter over low heat 

until hot, stirring frequently to prevent 

browning. Keep warm. Divide sausage into 

6 patties. Cook on both sides, draining off 

drippings; cover patties with cheese. Broil 

until cheese melts. Place 2 T. sauerkraut 

mixture on the bottom half of each bun. 

Cover with sausage. Place 3 olives over 

cheese. Close with top of bun. Serve hot 

with carrot sticks and com chips. 

In a large mixing bowl, combine flour, sugar, baking powder and salt. Make a well in the 

center. In a separate bowl, combine egg, milk and oil. Add egg mixture all at once to the 

flour mixture. Stir just until moistened. Batter should be lumpy. Fold in blueberries with 

sugar. Line muffin cups with paper and fill cups 2/3 full. Bake at 400° for 20-25 minutes 

or until golden. Makes 12 muffins. 

Taco Salad (right) 

1 lb. ground beef 
1 tsp. water 

1 pkg. taco seasoning mix 
Diced tomatoes 
1 pkg. shredded lettuce 

1 pkg. shredded cheese 
1 bag Chili Cheese Fritos 
1 bottle western dressing 

Brown ground beef and drain. Mix with 

water and taco seasoning mix. Add toma¬ 

toes, lettuce, cheese, Fritos and western 

dressing. Mix together. Note: Do not 

add Fritos and lettuce until right before 

serving. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 

Favorite Recipe: 

White Chocolate 
Blueberry Muffins 



Raspberry Almond 

Taffy Apple Salad 

1 (20'Oz.) can pineapple tidbits 
2 C. miniature marshmallows 
1/2 C.sugar 
1 T. flour 
1-1/2 T. white vinegar 
1 eggs, beaten 
1 (8-oz.) ctn. Cool Whip 
1-1/2 C. pecans or walnuts, chopped 
2 C. red delicious apples, unpeeled 

and diced 

3 chicken breasts, halved 
1/2 C. flour 
Salt and pepper, to taste 
2 T. butter 
2 T. cooking oil 
1-1/2 C. orange juice 
2 T. vinegar 
2 T. brown sugar 
1 tsp. basil 
1 /2 tsp. nutmeg 
1 (16-oz.) can peach halves, drained 

Who: Claremont Recreation Center 
Cost: $10, plus $4 shipping 

Details: Hard-backed, comb-bound 
Pages of recipes: 128 

Send checks to: Patty Corcoran at 
4442 N. Suntone Rd., Olney, II62450 

or call Marlene Stoltz 
at 618-869-2220. 

Drain pineapple, reserving liquid. Stir 

pineapple and marshmallows together 
and refrigerate. In a saucepan, mix sugar, 
pineapple juice, flour, vinegar and egg 
together. Cook until thick. Cool and 
refrigerate. The next day, combine Cool 
Whip and cooked mixture together. Stir 
in apples, nuts and marshmallow mixture. 
Refrigerate until ready to serve. 

Barbara’s Peachy Chicken 

Preheat oven to 375°. Shake chicken Photos by Catrina McCulley Wagner Shortbread Thumbprints 

pieces in a bag with flour, salt and pep¬ 
per. Brown in butter and oil. Place the 

browned chicken in a greased 3-quart 
casserole dish. Combine the orange juice 
with vinegar, sugar, basil and nutmeg. 
Pour over chicken. Cover and bake for 
1 hour and 15 minutes or until tender. 
Baste often. Then place peach halves be¬ 
tween the chicken pieces and baste well. 
Bake, uncovered for 15 minutes longer. 
Serves 6. 

Print Ynur 
Favorite Recipes! 

You don’t have to tear up your 
copy of Illinois Country Living 

magazine to save your favorite 
recipes. Find these recipes, as well 

as your old favorites from past issues 
on our Web page, www.icl.coop. 

Almond Pound Cake 
3-1/2 C. cake flour 
1 tsp. baking powder 
1/8 tsp. salt 
1 C. unsalted butter at room 

temperature 
2 C.sugar 
7 eggs 
1 tsp. vanilla 
1 tsp. almond extract 

Heat oven to 350°. Spray bundt pan with 
non-stick cooking spray. Sift flour, baking 

powder and salt together. Beat together 

butter and sugar until light and fluffy. 

Beat in eggs one at a time. Add vanilla 

and almond extract. On low speed, beat 
in flour mixture for about 3 minutes. Bake 
for 55 minutes or until a toothpick comes 

out clean. Cool cake on a wire rack before 
removing from cake pan. 

Raspberry Almond 
Shortbread Thumbprints 
(above) 

2/3 C.sugar 
1 C. butter, softened 
1/2 tsp. almond extract 
2 C. flour 
1/2 C. seedless raspberry jam 

Glaze: 
1 C. powdered sugar 
1- 1/2 tsp. almond extract 
2- 3 tsp. water 

Preheat oven to 350°. In a large bowl, 

combine sugar, butter and almond extract. 
Beat on medium speed until creamy. Add 
four. Beat until well mixed. Cover and chill 

dough at least 1 hour. Shape dough into 
1-inch balls and place 2 inches apart on 

cookie sheets. With thumb, make an inden¬ 
tation in the center of each cookie. Fill with 

about 1/4 tsp. of jam. Bake for 14-18 min¬ 

utes. Cool completely. Drizzle with glaze. 
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Top: Visitors can have their picture taken 

with the 15-foot statue of Superman lo¬ 

cated on Market Street. 

Bottom: Included in the 60,000 item 

Superman museum are props from the 

1950s television show. (Photo by Satn B. 

Dai 

Calling All Super Fans! 
Don’t miss the 30th Annual Superman Celebration! 

If you haven’t yet made the trek to 
the hometown of Superman, now is 

the time. This small southern Illinois 
town near the Ohio river is prepar¬ 
ing to transform from a Smallville 
look-alike to a popular Metropolis this 
summer. 

The 30th annual Superman 
Celebration in Metropolis will be held 
Thursday, June 12 through Sunday, 
June 15. Fans from across the nation 
will gather to enjoy a long weekend of 
activities revolving around the star of 
comics, movies and multiple television 
series. 

Celebrity guests are always a high¬ 
light of the festival and this year Ned 
Beatty (Otis from “Superman: The 
Movie” and “Superman 11”) will he 
the headliner. You’ll also get a chance 
to meet Allison Mack, who portrays 
Chloe Sullivan on the popular “Small- 
ville” television series. The actress 
best known as Lois Lane, Noel Neill 
(star of multiple Superman Saturday 
matinees and the “The Adventures 
of Superman” TV show from 1951- 
1958), will once again attend. 

To extend a warm welcome to 
Noel Neill, a 1940s Flollywood Ball 
will be held on Friday. Participants are 
encouraged to wear period clothing 
and there will be a costume contest 
for the best dressed 1940s man and 
woman. The Jerry Ford Orchestra 
will provide big band music to set the 
mood. 

Ensuring fun for the whole family, 
the Superman Celebration features 
live music each day, an antique car 
show, carnival rides and lots of food, 
shopping and fun. 

The smallest fans can enjoy 
activities all weekend. Kids will get 
a chance to meet Superman and 
compete in “supersilly games” and a 
costume contest. There is also a pedal 
tractor pull, puppet and magic shows, 
and many other child-friendly events. 

Adult fans can listen to artists and 
writers discuss their work in Superman 

by Jen Donzinger 

comics. Anyone wishing to add a spe¬ 
cial item to their Superman collection 
can bid in the annual charity auction. 
The outdoor theater has always been 
a hit and this year it features the first 
annual fan film contest. 

Don’t forget to bring your 
superhero costume! During Sunday’s 
costume contest fans will compete for 
best Superman, Clark Kent, Supergirl 
and Lois Lane prizes, as well as awards 
for villains, non-Superman heroes and 
creatures. After the costume contest, 
all attending men of steel can try to 
set a Guinness World Record for most 
people dressed as Superman. 

Can’t make it the week of the 
Celebration!1 Have no fear! Metropolis 
has plenty to offer visitors any day of 
the week. The 15-foot statue of Super¬ 
man is always on display on Market 
Street and there are plenty of signs in 
town to help you locate it. 

Don’t miss the Superman Mu¬ 
seum adjacent to the statue. The $3 
admission fee is well worth the chance 
to peruse Jim Hambrick’s collection of 
60,000 Superman-related items. You’ll 
see props, photos and pop culture 
memorabilia spanning the matinee 
serials through the movies. There 
are even entire rooms dedicated to 
“Supergirl” (the 1984 movie) and the 
popular “Lois and Clark” television se¬ 
ries from the ‘90s. No item is too small 
or too obscure for this collection. If 
you think you know all there is about 
the “Man of Steel,” it’s guaranteed this 
museum will teach you a thing or two. 

That’s not all! The American 
Hollywood museum houses collections 
of Elvis Presley, James Dean, Marilyn 
Monroe and other icons of film and 
music. After both tours you’ll be 
hungry for some down-home cooking. 
Metropolis has a number of restau¬ 
rants to refuel your family. 

For a full schedule of events, go 
to: www.supermancelebration.net and 
www.metropolischamber.com. 
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MARKETPLACE 

International company looking for 
motivated individuals to be part of 
the next trillion $ industry. Product 
and business guarantee. 888-251' 
1538. 

First Street Restaurant equipment 
used sheers, tenderizers, grinders, 
meatsaws, ss sinks, tables. New and 
used cooking equipment, pottery 
wheels and kilns. 2615 So. First, 
Springfield, 217-522-3934, 217-971- 
8592. 

Central Illinois properties wanted: 
Farms, land, gas stations, liquor stores, 
Victorian homes, B&Bs, motels and 
lake houses. We have buyers! Our#l 
Web site receives 2.4 million visits 
monthly! 12 annual catalogs reach 
250,000+! See our 157 brochure 
racks! Advertising in 1100 periodicals 
including Wall Street Journal! 
Realtor affiliates for Progressive 
Farmer & Ducks Unlimited! Call 
Broker Jerry Grodesky 217-386-4220. 
United Country Farm and Lake 
Houses, www.farmandlakehouses.com 

Paying cash for older Falstaff, 
Hyde Park, Griesedieck, etc. beer 
signs Wurlitzer, Seeburg, Rockola 
jukeboxes, Fender, Gibson, Martin 
guitars. 636-566-6178 

Work clothes- save 75% on quality 
work clothes. 6 pants + 6 shirts 
$39.95 men’s jeans 5 pr $25.00. Lined 
work jackets $9.95 since 1968. 1-800- 
233-1853. Satisfaction guaranteed! 
www.usedworkclothing.com. 

Gulf Shores Alabama beach condo. 
Vacation cabins-Ohio River, Shawnee 
National Forest, Elizabethtown, IL. 
Cedar Hill River Cabins, Ohio 
River National Scenic Byway, 
www.cedarhillriverresort.com. 
888-304-6319. 

Wanted to buy: Standing timber. All 
species. Pay top price. Clear or select 
cut. Call 815-434'4141. 

Authorized Rainbow distributor. 
Repairs, supplies and service. Living 
air purifiers. L&L Distributing, 116 S. 
VanBuren St., Newton, IL 62448. 
618-783-3755. 

Midwest Bird and Animal Swap & 
Sale. June 29 and Aug. 31 at Monroe 
County Fairgrounds, Waterloo, IL 
from 5:30 to Noon. 618-939-6809. 

Lake Weed and Algae Control. 
The Natural Way. No chemicals. 
Live bacteria, biological method. 
Proven product. Guaranteed results. 
Affordable. Controls all Aquatic 
Vegetation. Dissolves black muck 
and eliminates rotten egg odor. One 
application lasts 12 months-plus if 
applied early. 309-826-8444. 

Fiberglass corrugated, 26-inch wide. 
8-10-12 foot long. 8 ft.-$5. 12 ft.-$8. 
Large supply, all colors. Dongola, IL. 
618-827-4737. 

Sick camper refrigerator? Specializing 
27 years in rebuilding cooling units. 
New and used units available. 
Camper repair. Crutcher’s RV, 
Cropsey, IL. 309-377-3721. 

Whitetail deer for sale. Does, fawns 
(weaned or for bottle feeding). 
Makes great pet. Coop’s Creek deer. 
217-734-2845. 

Unique, personalized baby gift- 
“Special Delivery” book includes 
birth date, baby/parents/visitors 
names. Read at www.nanas 
personalizedbooksforkids.com or call 
217-487-7790 for free catalog. 

Wanted to buy: Standing timber, most 
species. Pay top prices. Call 217-285- 
2760. 

Wanted: Indian artifacts of all kinds. 
Free appraisals. 309-543-3847 
evenings or leave a message. 

2 BR/2 BA/WD/Pool/Elevator. On the 
beach, www.ourgulfbeachcondo.com 
636-477-1099 for more info. 

Guest house vacation rental. 
Elizabethtown, IL. 2BR, 2Bath. 
Overlooking Ohio River. Near 
Garden of the Gods/Shawnee Forest. 
www.Hardincountybluehouse.com 
618-876-9118. 

Shawnee cabins: Garden of Gods, 
Rim Rock, Pounds Hollow Lake. On 
scenic byway. Hike, fish, relax. Nice 
cedar decor, kitchen, air, satellite, 
everything provided but food. 
www.rimrocksdogwoodcabins.com. 
618-264-6036 

For Sale: like new, cherry red “rascal 
600” scooter. (1/2 price) - $2,000. 
Phone:217-774-3138 

Failing Septic? 
Don't Let'em Dig!!! 

Permanent Fix For Your Old Tired Septic 
Environmentally Friendly! No chemicals! 

caasaccepL 90 Day Money Back Guarantee! 
vww.Prolinewastewater.com (512)864-9002 

Witt niff mmvsN wmm WITH 

• 3 models cut 20", 12" and 5" trees in one bite 
• Hitches to fit most tractors and skid steer loaders 

• Built to last with a 24 month warranty 
• Swivel hitch, sprayer and grapple options 

For a free color brochure call or visit our website 

(417) 458-43S0 • www.treetermlnator.com 
Grace Manufacturing • Plato, MO 

ADVANTAGE 
STEEL BUILDINGS, INC. 

For The Best Building Package 

At The Absolute Lowest Prices 

Call Today (877) 657-8335 
Or Go Online At 

www. advantagesteelbuildings com 

30x50x10 $ 6,290.00 

40x60x12 $ 8,975.00 

50x75x14 $13,547.00 

80x120x16 $32,133.00 

We Also Have Mini-Storage Packages 
All Sizes Including Climate Control 
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40-60% off wholesale prices on name 
brand kidswear! Unprecedented 
warehouse clearance sale. Log onto 
www.magickidsusa.com or call 1-888' 
225-9411 for a free catalog. Mention 
discount code: MK56905 for huge 
savings! 

Wanted to buy: Sassafras leaves, 
Mullein, wild cherry, Sumac, 
Blackhaw, other barks. Ginseng, 
goldenseal, other roots, leaves, herbs. 
Pricelist. 618-282-3267 

Two bedroom, furnished manufactured 
home, Sebring, Florida, 5 5-plus 
community, pool, clubhouse, 
owner deceased. Price reduced. 
618-869-2338 for pictures e-mail 
treasure2treasure2005@yahoo.com. 

Prairie SkyCam - Innovative 
aerial photography for residential, 
businesses, real estate and more. See 
our Web site: www.prairieskycam.com 
or call 217-562-7222. 

Grandma’s ponies - Young, gentle, 
handled from birth. For sale at the 
The Pony Place, 8125 700th Ave., 
Robinson, IL 62454 618-544-3801. 
Visitors welcome. 

Illinois wildflower book, great for 
identifying roadside wildflowers. 63 
watercolor paintings with facts and 
legends. Author/Artist Sue Robinson. 
217-820-4181. To order www.oaktree 
books.com 

SANGAMON 
RADIANT 
uponor aqua pex tubing products 
for agricultural, commercial shop 
floors and homes 

(217)971-8592 • FAX (217)483-7973 • Evening (217)483-3223 
John 0. McMillan - Owner 

Wanted to buy: 1972 & older cars & 
parts. Call 815-554-0030. 

Wanted: hay trolleys, carriers, litter 
carriers, hay forks from barns, Myers 
pump jacks, Maytag wringer washer. 
Call Mark at 217-834-3331 

Ann’s daylilies. Galatia, III. 618-647- 
2286, 618-926-1548. 1000+ varieties, 
Short, med, tall. All colors but blue. 
Many rebloomers. 

One acre country lots for sale. 
One mile from Marion. Good 
neighborhood. One lot has unfinished 
spec house. 618-997-2644 or cell 
618-889-7587. 

ATV/UTV Japanese mini trucks - 
Similar to Polaris Ranger, Kawasaki 
Mule. Great for farmers, land owners, 
or hunters. Call 217-739-2339. 

How to place an ad: 

1) Type or print ad neatly. 

2) Count words. Cost is $30 for up to the first 20 words. $i.50 each additional 
word. Ads with insufficient funds will not be printed. 

3) Prepayment is required. Include check or money order with ad for amount due. 
Also include address label from Illinois Country Living or other proof of Illinois 
electric cooperative membership. Only members of Illinois electric cooperatives 
may place Marketplace ads. 

4) Mail to: Illinois Marketplace, P.O. Box 3787, Springfield, IL 62708, by 
deadline. 

Deadlines: August issue - June 20; 
September issue - July 21. 

We reserve the right to reject any advertisement. Ads postmarked after the deadline will be placed 
in the next available issue. 

Have you accidentally lost a 
copy of Illinois Country 
Living magazine that 
you meant to save? 

Well, we have good news! 
Now you can find all your 
favorite articles and 
recipes, both past and 
current, on our Web site 
at www.icl.coop. 

POLE BUILDINGS, BARNS & GARAGES 

LOFT BUILDINGS 
24X24 $10,500 

24X32 $13,200 

24X40 $14,900 

30 X 40 $16,800 

32 X 64 $24,900 

POLE BUILDINGS 
24 X 24 $6,400 

24 X 32 $7,800 

24X40 $8,700 

30 X 40 $9,900 

32 X 64 $16,800 

40 X 80 CALL 

CABIN HOMES & POLE BUILDINGS 

1-800-247-0241 

FUTURE STEEL BUILDINGS 
Do-It-Yourself Steel Buildings 

- -T* , ,,r y s 
Ideal For: 
• Recreational Use 

• Boat Storage 

Equipment Storage 

Garage/Shop 

PWC/Snpwmobile 

30-year perforation warranty 

Full technical support from start to finish 

Fully customized to meet your needs 

Factory-direct savings 

„ Our building consultants are ready to take your call 

Ml-800-668-51111 

feKlAPBc 
d/j 

MID-AMERICA 
Pole Barn Co. 
30 x 50 x 10 Galvalume 

$7,700.00 
Price includes material, delivery, 

construction, factory trusses, screws 
Open M - F 8 to 5 

1-866-456-0959 
Price is subject to change without notice 
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POND & LAKE LINERS 
Custom Sizes • Reinforced Material 

$.39/SQ. FT. or Less 
• STRENGTH • 

• COMMITMENT • 
• GUARANTEED CONTAINMENT • 

BTL Sales, Inc. 
1-800-280-0712 

www.btlliners.com 

Nation’s #1 Sundancer Dealer 

www.lebanon-suzuki.com 1-800-542-3846 
801 N. Jefferson Lebanon, MO Offer Ends 6/30/08 

Exceeding Your Expectations 

New Sundancer LX24 Pontoon 
115HP Suzuki Fuel-Injected 4-Stroke 

Suggested List 

$25,361 
Plus Rigging 

Options 
Stereo CD Player 
Outside Fill Fuel Tank 
Tri Log With 12’ Shield 
Custom Tamdem Trailer 

List 
$608 
$400 

$2,500 
$2,296 

LSK Price 
$0 
$0 

$1,599 
$1,899 

LSKi 
Pike *17999 

£ SUZUKI 
MARINE 

Mounted On Your Boc 

Example: DF115, 
Including Standard 

Rigging & Prop 
Only $8,499 

fwork cit Homel 
I Get into Medical Billing 
1 & Claims Processing! 

Earn up to 
$40,000 a year!* 

No previous medical expe¬ 

rience needed. Work your 

L own hours. Get free facts 

|' on how you can train at 

_ ; 
#|home for this growing, 

moneymaking, at-home career. We show you 

how to process medical claims for Medicare, 

Medicaid, private insurance. Work for doc¬ 

tors, hospitals, clinics. No commuting, no 

selling. Call toll-free or mail this ad today. 

COMPARE THESE ADVANTAGES 
WITH ANY OTHER PROFESSION! 
• Work full-time or part-time 
• Choose your hours 
• Work in any of the 50 states 
• Plenty of high-pay office jobs, too 
• Earn up to $20 an hour as your I exp. 

Colli- 

I 

experience and skills increase! 
QAA 000 074C Dept. LCLB2A6E 

,OUU"')OO"O/0j or mail this ad 

Address. 

City  State. 

Age. 

Apt_ 

. Zip_ IU.S. Career Institute, Dept. LCLB2A68 
2001 Lowe St., Fort Collins, CO 80525 Lwwiv.uscareerinstitute.com _ 
Accredited • Affordable • Approved I 
■■ Him HHi wiitl 

CENTRAL 
WINDPOWER CO. 

Reduce electric bills 

Enjoy years of 
“worry-free” power 

Rugged and Reliable 
Small Wind Turbines 

by World’s leading 
manufacturer of 

small wind turbines: 

Bergey Windpower 

5 Year Warranty 

☆ Sales & Installation: ☆ 
CENTRAL WINDPOWER CO. 

540 Coultas Rd., 
Winchester, IL 62694 

Tel: 217-742-3186 
Fax: 217-742-5202 

Email: Lashcon@verizon.net. 

“Everything on Earth belongs to princes, 
except the wind. ” — Victor Hugo 



ialjydiscoui 

Design your own 
floorplan at no 

charge! 

Visit our website at: 
designhomes.com 

mm 

New Larger Delivery Areaf) 

Open Mon-Fri 9-5 pm, 
Sat 9-4 pm, Sun 1-4 pm 

1-800427-M3 

Here’s what makes the DR® POWER GRADER the fastest, easiest, 
and simply the best do-it-yourself road-grooming solution ever — 

MAINTAIN YOUR DRIVEWAY 
WITH THE DR® POWER GRADER! 

PATENTED DESIGN enables you to 
loosen and regrade enormous amounts of 

materials with minimal power. 

POWERED ACTUATOR allows you 

to control grading depth from your towing 
vehicle with a remote control. 

CARBIDE-TIPPED SCARIFYING 
TEETH loosen the hardest composite surfaces. 

FILLS IN POTHOLES and wash-outs, 
and smoothes washboard on gravel, 

limestone, dirt, or sand roads without 
hauling in new material, shoveling, or raking. 

Get a FREE DVD and Catalog 
with full details including model specifications, low, 

factory-direct prices, and our 6-Month Risk-Free Trial guarantee! 

FREE 1-888-212-2849 
www.DRpowergrader.com 

Corporate Office: 
Prairie du Chien, Wl 53821 1-608-326-6041 (19 Models) 

2700 SE 16th St., Ames, IA 50010 1-515-233-9617 (7 Models) 
2570 Barnette Ave. Salix, IA 1-712-946-7000 (11 Models) 

7101 Hwy 61 SM Burlington, IA 52601 319-754-6100 (11 Models) 
3181 Joliet Ave., Missouri Valley, IA 51555 (5 Models) 

1180 E. Price St, Eldridge, IA 52748 (8 Models) 

30’ x 50' x 10' $8,950 

40’x 60’x 12’ $12,990 
60’X 100’X 12’ $25,999 
80’x 100’x 14' $35,975 
100'x 150’X 14' $65,895 

Farm • Industrial • Commercial 

25 Year Warranty on Roof & Walls; 
Prices F.O.B. Mfg. Plants; 
Seal Stamped Blue Prints; 
Easy Bolt Together Design. 

PRICES INCLUDE COLOR SIDES 
& GALVALUME ROOF 

Arena Special 
(roof & frame) 

100’x 100’x 14’...$38,975 

(Local codes may affect prices) 

STEEL BUILDING SYSTEMS 
Fax: 940-484-6746 email: info@rhinobldg.com 

Website: http://www.RHINOBLDG.COM 

Toll Free 1-888-320-7466 

EXPERT $ 
TAILORING 

Finest fabrics including permanent 
press and wash & wear. Superior 

quality. Free color catalog and 
fabric swatches on request. 

GUARANTEED SATISFACTION 

Call Toll Free: 1-800-826-8612 

It EGENCY 
aaasmgy 

www.rcgown.com 

P.0. Box 8988-ICL Jacksonville, FL 32211 

*Hob2/l2 
24x30x8 
30x40x8 
40x60x10 
50x60x12 
60x80x12 
75x80x14 

KENTUCKY IFBEE CATALOGUE 

^UILDJNG!5 1-859-745-0606 
kstbuild.com in i'i <i/ V;/,Vs I//;, Best BUY, Since 1986 

Isn t it Time 
for your Fun Place 

- 

SI 0,508 

50 Year All Steel • 35 Year Deluxe Color Roof & Trims • 2/12 & 4/12 Models 
Farm • Church • Sports • Horse • Car • Plane • Home 

LOWEST COST 
Term Life Insurance 

Issue ages through 90 

AGE $100,000 $250,000 
45 9.63 17.33 
55 14.49 29.48 
65 29.70 67.50 
Rates figured on monthly cost for female non-tobacco users. 

ROBERT RAMLET 

(800) 933-6354 
TALIC FORM NO. 1-32207-198 
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3, Mississippi Fireworks Festi¬ 
val in Alton. Great food, merchandise 
vendors, entertainment, carnival rides 
and fireworks at 9 p.m. 618'463-3526. 

3-69 Eyes To The Skies Festi¬ 
val at Community Park in Lisle. Provid¬ 
ing a family-oriented regional festival 
with nationally known entertainment, 
food, carnival, craft fair, parade, spec¬ 
tacular fireworks and other attractions 
all focused around hot air balloons. 
Honoring America and our armed forces 
and donating surpluses from the festival 
to local service organizations and other 
charities. 630-963-4280 or www.eye- 
stotheskiesfestival.com. 

4» July 4th at Miller Park Zoo in 
Bloomington. A special late night cel¬ 
ebration! Enjoy zookeeper talks about 
several zoo animals and learn how 
they stay cool during the summer. The 
admission window will be open until 
6 p.m. and the grounds will be cleared 
at 7 p.m. 309-434-2250 or www. 
millerparkzoo.org. 

4 9 Independence Day Celebra¬ 
tion and Fireworks in St. Charles. 
Family fun along the Fox River includ¬ 
ing mini-golf, food concessions, music, 
swimming and picnicking, evening 
entertainment, fireworks at dark. 630- 
513-6200 or www.st-charlesparks.org. 

8-169 Jersey County Fair 
at the Jersey County Fairgrounds in 
Jerseyville. Monday - Friday: 6 to 11 
p.m. Saturday: 5 to 11 p.m. Sunday: 
5 to 10 p.m. A week-long annual 
county fair offering tractor and truck 
pulls, a rodeo, a demolition derby and 
queen competitions. 618-498-3422. 

1 0-1 3 9 Palos Friendship Fes¬ 
tival in Palos Hills. This free event fea¬ 
tures fireworks, a carnival, food, crafts, 
a car show, entertainment and more. 
708-430-4500. 

1 1-1 2P Scoopin’ Genesee in 
Downtown Waukegan. Rock N’ Roll and 
Hot Rods. More than 1400 cars cruise 
the route each night. Car Show includes 
street rods, classic, muscle, antique, trucks 
and hot rods. Live DJ both days, vendors, 
refreshments and dancing. 847 599-2949 
or www.waukeganweb.net. 

1 2V Good Shepherd Manor 
Summer Festival in Momence. En¬ 
joy a mud volleyball tourney, crafts and 
antiques, bingo, live music and fun for 
whole family. 815-472-3700. 

1 2-1 39 Lincolnshire Art 
Festival in Lincolnshire. In its 10th 
year, this festival features 160 artists 
showcasing all types of art: sculpture, 
mixed media and more. The grounds 
surround a beautifully serene fountain 
and 300-year-old majestic oak tree, both 
landmarks in Lincolnshire. Free live 
music. 847-478-5160 or www.amdurpro- 
ductions.com. 

1 2-1 39 Catsup Bottle Sum- 
merfest in Collinsville. Celebrate with 
party games, crafts, food and drinks, live 
music, a car show and cruise, a ketchup 
tasting contest and more! 618-344-8775. 

Visit our Web site, www.icl.coop. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • June 2008 
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1 2 - 1 3f The 45th An¬ 
nual Fine Craft Exhibition in Oak 
Brook. A summer tradition continues 
at Oakbrook Center where nearly 100 
artists return for one of the Midwest’s 
largest open-air hne craft exhibitions. 
Brilliantly colored fibers and furniture, 
uniquely erected sculptures of glass, clay 
and bronze and delicately handcrafted 
jewelry will be interlaced through the 
100-plus specialty shops, lush gardens 
and landscapes of Oakbrook Center. 
The atmosphere and artwork are won¬ 
derful sights to be seen and should not 
be missed. 630-573-0700 or www.oak- 
hrookcenter.com 

1 7-20, Antique Tractor and 
Steam Engine Show “Prairie Gold 
Rush” in Minooka. An event complete 
with tractor shows, tractor parades daily 
and steam engine demonstrations. 815- 
467-4698 or www.dollingerfarms.com. 

20, The Third Sunday Market 
in Bloomington. Thousands of mid- 
western collectors to show the finest in 
antiques, collectibles and crafts. The 
indoor/outdoor sale features more than 
450 top dealers, representing 17 states. 
Whether you’re looking for the finest in 
antique furniture, Americana, folk art, 
vintage advertising, sport memorabilia 
or antique linens and clothing you’re 
likely to find it here. 217-202-2847 or 
thirdsundaymkt@aol.com. 

23, Block Party: Parrothead 
Party in downtown Alton. 4 to 10:30 
p.m. Enjoy live music and dancing in 
the streets. Downtown area restaurants 
and bars will offer festival-goers a wide 
variety of food and drink - Mexican, 
American, Italian and seafood. Kid’s 
activities begin at 4 p.m., adult fun and 
a band at sundown. 618-465-6676. 

2©-27, Civil War Living 
History Days in Glenview. This 
event showcases authentic Union and 
Confederate encampments with blue 
verses gray skirmishes daily at 2 p.m. 
Visit the field hospital, enjoy refresh¬ 
ments at the camp kitchen and shop at 
the Suttler’s for Civil War era articles. 
Sunday morning vintage baseball game. 
Admission: $5/adults, $ 1/child 12 and 
under, free parking. 847-299-6096. 

13, Year of the Frog 
Celebration at Miller Park Zoo 
in Bloomington. 1-3 p.m. Meet 
storybook characters Frog and Toad, 
and learn more about frogs and the 
environment through games, crafts 
and-up close animal encounters. 
This event will take place indoors if 
weather is inclement and is free with 
paid zoo admission. 309-434-2250 
or www.millerparkzoo.org. 

25-27, The 27th Annual Mill Road Threshermans Show at the 
Effingham County Fairgrounds in Altamont. Antique Tractor pull Friday at 6 p.m., 
Garden Tractor pull Friday 7 p.m., Train Show Saturday and Sunday, Flea Market 
all weekend and much more. Admission is $4 per adult, 12 and younger free with 
paid adult. 217-536-6400, 618-483-5201, or 217-342-6861. 

To be considered for inclusion, please submit events in the fonnat used above. Preference is given to events sponsored by non-profit 
entities. Submitting an event is not a guarantee of publication. Photos are welcome, but will not be returned unless a self-addressed 
and stamped envelope is provided. Events are subject to change, so please contact the event sponsor for confinnation. 

Deadlines: June 15 for September Events, July 15 for October Events Mail to: Illinois Datebook, PO Box 3787, Springfield, IL 62708 
E-mail to: cwagner@aiec.coop 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING www.icl.coop 



CALL NOW: 
1-800-503-2584 
Code: DN915 

CLICK NOW: 
oreck.com/june 
ORDER NOW AND GET: 

lL*l 

Presenting the 9-lb. Greek XL® Ultra 
with IntellaShield Technology.” 

Everyone knows an Greek tr 
99.9% of microbes. 

intellashield 
PROTECTION BEYOND CLEAN 

I j "Nothing gets by 
an Greek? 

David Greek, Founder 

Free s1§9 Hypo-Allergenic 
Deluxe Compact 

Canister. 
With purchase. 

Pius Free Shipping! 
A s29.95 Savings. 

Now the hypo-allergenic Greek XL Ultra vacuum is engineered with 
Intellashield™—a combination of two innovative technologies designed 
to give you the best protection against bacteria, mold, mildew, and foul 
odors. Microban®, an antimicrobial agent, is built right in to the vacuum. 

It actually penetrates microbes and helps inhibit their 
ability to grow and reproduce and cause foul 

odors. Plus, enhanced odor controls help 
eliminate pet odors and other 
stubborn smells so your home is 
fresher and cleaner than ever. And, 

since Intellashield is engineered into 
the vacuum, you get a whole new level 

of clean with no extra effort. In fact, Intellashield keeps 
working even when the vacuum is turned off. So you 
get Protection Beyond Clean™ 

The Greek XL Ultra sports a 50% improvement in air 
filtration. It cleans in one pass and traps 99.9% of 
all harmful allergens down to 0.3 microns. (Bacteria 
measures 0.4 to 10 microns. Mold spores are 10 to 
100 microns.) 

On top of that the Greek XL Ultra is incredibly 
lightweight and makes housework a breeze. All this 
and it uses about l/3rd the electricity of virtually 
any other brand. That could save you hundreds of 
dollars in energy costs over the life of the vacuum. 
And it comes with a 10-year warranty and 10 free 
annual tune-ups, to keep it running like new. 

Buy the Greek XL Ultra with Intellashield today, and 
get a $199 hypo-allergenic Housekeeper® Compact 
Canister for free. Ifs great for ceilings, furniture, 
closets, and it's a great car vac, too. It's Strong 
Enough To Pick Up A 16-lb. Bowling Ballf 

FREE BOOKLET: 
David Greek's Helpful 
Hints for a Cleaner, 
Healthier Home. 
Get your copy today. 

There's no purchase 

necessary. It's yours 

free just for calling. 

Free $130 
cordless Oreck 
Speed Iron! 
Just for trying. Mail in 

the voucher included 

with your Ultra. 

©2008 Oreck Holdings, LLC. All rights reserved. Oreck Direct. LLC., 1400 Salem Road, Cookeville, TN 38506 

♦Purchase Price Same as Cash offer on approved Oreck PowerCard purchases. No down payment required, no finance charges if purchase paid in full in 12 months. 
If purchase not paid in full in 12 months or Account not kept current. Finance Charges assessed from purchase date and Minimum Monthly Payments required. 
Standard Rate 19.8% APR. Default Rate 23.8% APR. Minimum Finance Charge $2. Certain rules apply to the allocation of payments and Finance Charges on your 
promotional purchase if you make more than one purchase on your Oreck PowerCard. Call 1-888-367-4310 or review your cardholder agreement for information. 
Microban is a registered trademark of Microban Products Company. PCD6R 



ahead 

Lighter Bills = Brighter Days 
with SprintSpeed!" 

SHUStiNB 

Touchstone Energy® Cooperatives 
Co-op Connections® members 

on Sprint or Nextel monthly services. Sprint 

www.coopconnectionswireless.com | 888-700-6721 

NEW Samsung Instinct 

t aid MU star Eneqtr* 
CoqpewrtwM. C Oainet-thw l’nijjraiu 

Discount: Available only to eligible employees subject to employee discount pricing from Sprint Family members must be invoiced on the same account Discount subject to change 
according to company's agreement with Sprint Discount applies only to monthly service charges. Taxes & Sprint surcharges still apply. May require 2-year subscriber agreement up to 
a $36 activation fee/line, credit approval & deposit; $200 early termination fee/line applies. May not be combinable with other offers. Other terms: Coverage not available everywhere. 
Offers not available in all markets/retail locations or for all phones/networks. Pricing, offer terms, fees & features may vary for existing customers. Other restrictions apply. Nationwide 
Sprint and Nextel National Networks reach over 262 and 274 million people, respectively. © 2008 Sprint Sprint and the logo are trademarks of Sprint. Research In Motion, the RIM logo, 
BlackBerry, the BlackBerry logo and SureType are registered with the US. Patent and Trademark Office and may be pending or registered in other countries - these and other marks of 
Research In Motion Limited are used under license. Other marks are the orooertv of their respective owners. 


