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High Utility Bills Getting You Down? 
Let ClimateMaster Geothermal Heating and 

Cooling Systems Cure Your Pain 

Check out 
these advantages 

IE Uses nature’s renewable energy 

HT Save up to 70% on heating costs 

UK Comfortable and quiet 

nK Clean and safe - no carbon monoxide 

UK Free hot water 

EK Tax credits in 2006 

your local dealer for more information Contact 
Auburn, IL 
Lonnie L Winn Heating 

& Cooling 
217-438-1235 

Carbon Cliff, IL 
Swanson Mechanical 
309-373-4773 

Carbondale, IL 
Jacobs Air Conditioning 

& Heating, Inc. 
618-529-2989 

Champaign, IL 
Lanz Heating & Cooling 
217-202-6858 

Elburn, IL 
J R Herra, Inc. 
630-365-6266 

Jerseyville, IL 
Vanausdoll Heating 

& Cooling 
618-498-4349 

Paxton, IL 
L & R Heating & 

Cooling, Inc. 
217-379-3191 

Pekin, IL 
Central Heating & A/C 
309-696-9080 

Dubuque, IA 
All Season’s Heating 

& Cooling, Inc. 
563-582-2584 

CUMATEMASTER 

Marion, IL 
Ponder Service, Inc. 
618-977-8900 

Newark, IL 
Newark Mechanical 
815-695-1467 

Quality Geothennal Heating, Cooling and Hot Water WWW.climatemaster.com 

Taylorville, IL 
Yard Heating & Cooling 
217-824-4737 

Villa Grove, IL 
R C Plumbing & Heating 
217-832-9744 



Your Cooierattve s 

ILLINOIS ANIMAL RESCUE 
Help save homeless animals by 
checking out your local shelter before 
deciding to adopt elsewhere. 
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It's Our Energy and Our Future 
You have the right to ask questions of your leaders 

"You don't need to be an energy 
expert to ask questions." 

Ill 

I’d like to take you back just a decade or so. The 
experts then said deregulation of the utility indus¬ 

try was a great idea. It would save money and make 
the utility business more efficient. I was in the state 
legislature at the time and I remember vividly one 
of the large investor-owned utilities based in my 
home district and how they were adamantly in 
favor of deregulation. 

It sounded like a good idea. 
Then the cooperatives came to me and 

said, “We understand that, however, because 
of our business model of member ownership 
and democratic control we would like to have 
local control over whether or not to enter the 
deregulated market. With our locally-elected 
directors we can be more responsive to what our 
member-owners want.” 

Hindsight has been 20-20 and shown that it 
has not been the success that the investor-owned 
utilities had hoped for. We probably made some 
mistakes. 

I think because in 1997 the co-ops under¬ 
stood their business model and understood that 
the deregulation decision should be made locally 
they made the right decision. That’s one thing we 
got right because co-op leaders spoke up and their 
elected representatives listened. 

The investor-owned utilities told us we could 
have our cake and eat it 
too. It turned out we ate it 
and had no cake left. 

Co-op leaders have 
one motivation—keeping 
the lights on and keeping 
the rates as low as possible 
for their fellow member- 

owners. In a way that means electric co-ops are 
truly the only consumer-advocate utilities in this 
new energy debate over climate change and what 
to do about it. 

Pressure is mounting in Congress to do some¬ 
thing about climate change. And while political 
debates in Washington, D.C., may seem far away, 
the outcome will have a direct impact on your 
cooperative - and on you. 

Climate change is but one aspect of a 
looming energy crisis created by increasing 
demand and decreasing capacity to meet that 
demand. Experts now say some areas of the 

country will be short of power within one or two 
years. 

And yet energy supply isn’t an issue our elected 
representatives are spending a lot of time on. These 
forces, the desire by government to reduce green¬ 
house gas emissions quickly and the growing demand 
for power by consumers, are about to collide. 

Some people say we can meet demand through 
efficiency and renewable energy. The reality is we 
need all the efficiency and renewable energy we 
can get, but that will not be enough. 

To avert an energy crisis, the federal govern¬ 
ment must exercise true leadership, the same 
leadership that got Americans to the moon in the 
1960s. Without that leadership - without a sound, 
responsible plan - government risks not only the 
reliability of our electric system, but literally the 
ability of many Americans to be able to afford to 
pay their electric bill. 

We, as electric co-op members and 
constituents, must call on elected officials to 
provide this leadership. That’s why I want to 
encourage you to contact your elected officials. 

You don’t need to be an energy expert to ask 
questions. Asking questions helps find the answers 
to solve the problem of balancing climate change 
goals with keeping your lights on and your electric 
bills affordable. 

Right now, members of Congress as well as 
state elected officials are hearing from lots of dif¬ 
ferent interest groups who have ideas about how 
to address climate change. No one is talking to 
consumers, however. We need a plan people can 
live with today while we deal with the climate 
change problem of tomorrow. 

To make things easy, the National Association 
of Rural Electric Cooperatives (NRECA) has 
created a Web site that will send an e-mail for 
you. Go to www.ourenergy.coop and plug in your 
address. ■ 

N. Duane Noland is the President/CEO 
of the Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives, Springfield. He is a former 
state senator, active on his family farm 
near Blue Mound and a member of Shelby 
Electric Cooperative. 

The opinions and views of guest commen¬ 
tators are their own and may not represent 
those of the Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives or the electric co-ops of Illinois. 
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When we introduced the original Acoustic Wave® 

music system, Sound & Vision said it delivered “possibly 

the best-reproduced sound many people have ever 

heard.” And the Oregonian reported it had “changed 

the way many Americans listen to music.” 

Today, the improved Acoustic Wave® music system II 

builds on our more than 40 years of industry-leading 

innovation to deliver even better sound. This is the 

best one-piece music system we’ve ever made, with 

sound that rivals large and complicated stereos. 

There’s no stack of equipment. No tangle of wires. Just 

all-in-one convenience and lifelike sound. 

Even better sound than its award-winning 

predecessor. With recently developed Bose® technolo¬ 

gies, our engineers were able to make the acclaimed 

sound quality even more natural. Play your favorite 

vocalist - a challenging test for any audio system. Or 

play an acoustically demanding piece with a bass guitar 

or percussion. We believe you’ll appreciate the quality 

of the sound even at volume 

levels approaching that of a 

live performance. 

Use it where you like. 

This small system fits almost 

anywhere. You can move it 

from room to room, or take 

it outside. It has what you need 

Show, in Graphite Gray t0 eni°y yOUr mUS1C
’ ^eluding a 

with optional 5-CD Changer. 

built-in CD player and digital FM/AM tuner. You also 

can easily connect additional sources like your MP3 

player or TV. 

Hear it yourself risk free for 30 days. Use our 

Excitement Guarantee to try it in your home for 30 days. 

When you call, ask about adding the optional 5-CD 

Changer to play your music for hours 

- the same slim remote operates both 

system and changer. Also, ask about 

using your own major credit card to 

make 12 easy payments, with no 

interest charges from Bose.* Compare the performance 

of the Acoustic Wave® music system II with large, multi- 

component stereos costing much more. And discover 

why Bose is the most respected name in sound. 

FREE 
shipping 
with your 

order. 

To order or learn more: 

1-800-314-3416, ext. G8097 
www.Bose.com/AWMS2 

Better sound through research® 

IN THE HOME • AROUND THE HOME • AWAY FROM HOME 

*Bose payment plan available on orders of $299-$1500 paid by major credit card. Separate financing options may be available for select products. See website for details. Down payment is 1/12 the product price plus applicable tax and shipping charges, charged when your order 
is shipped. Then, your credit card will be billed for 11 equal monthly installments beginning approximately one month from the date your order is shipped, with 0% APR and no interest charges from Bose. Credit card rules and interest may apply. U.S. residents only. Limit one active 
financing program per customer. ©2008 Bose Corporation. Patent rights issued and/or pending. The Acoustic Wave® music system II design is a registered trademark of Bose Corporation. Financing and free shipping offer not to be combined with other offers or applied to previous 
purchases, and subject to change without notice. Risk free refers to 30-day trial only and does not include return shipping. Delivery is subject to product availability. Quotes reprinted with permission: Sound & Vision, 3/85; Wayne Thompson, Oregonian, 9/10/96. 



Cost of Power Plants 
up 27 Percent in One Year The cost of building a new power plant in North America has risen 27 

percent in the past year, 19 percent in the most recent six months, 
76 percent in the last three years and is now 130 percent higher than 
in 2000, indicating that a plant that cost $1 billion in 2000 would, on 
average, cost $2.31 billion to build today, according to a new study by 
Cambridge Energy Research Associates (CERA) and IHS Inc. Rising 
prices for raw materials and continued tightness in the labor market have 
been the main forces pushing up the cost of new power plants, and CERA 
expects costs to remain high for the next 12 to 18 months. Excluding 
nuclear plants, costs have risen 79 percent since 2000, CERA said. ■ 

TVs to Meet New Energy Star Requirements 

iiillie 

III 

The Environmental Protection 
Agency announced a revised 

Energy Star specification for 
televisions on Feb. 5, 2008. 
Effective Nov. 1, 2008, TVs 
that carry the Energy Star label 
will be up to 30 percent more 
efficient than conventional 
models and will save energy 
while they are on and when they 
are off. 

“Energy Star’s new specifica¬ 
tions for televisions are turning 

the channel on energy guzzling 
sets - making them go the way 
of rabbit-ears and the black and 
white TV,” EPA Administrator 
Stephen L. Johnson said. 

If all TVs sold in the United 
States meet the Energy Star 
requirements, the savings in 
energy costs will grow to about 
$1 billion annually and green¬ 
house gas emissions will be 
reduced by the equivalent of 
about 1 million cars. 

TVs first earned the Energy 
Star label in 1998 and ever 
since, TV manufacturers and 
EPA have worked together on 
efficiency improvements. The 
United States now has more 
than 275 million TVs in use; 
they consume over 50 billion 
kWh per year. 

For more information on 
Energy Star appliances, visit 
www.energystar.gov. ■ 

Electric Co-ops Honored for GeoAlliance Program The Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives 
(AIEC) received the 2008 Midwest Energy 

Efficiency Alliance (MEEA) Inspiring Efficiency 
Innovation award during MEEA’s annual meeting 
in Chicago on January 10. Through the Inspiring 
Efficiency awards, MEEA annually recognizes 
leaders in the Midwest who have made great strides 
in increasing energy efficiency awareness and 
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innovative technologies, policy and programs in 
the region. 

The award recognized the association’s efforts in 
GeoAlliance, a joint venture between the AIEC 
and Illinois Clean Energy Community Foundation 
(ICECF), which encourages the use of geother¬ 
mal technology in cooperative-served, not-for- 
profit and public facilities. The ICECF funded the 

program with $1 million in grant 
money, and the AIEC is the program 
administrator. 

For more information about the 
GeoAlliance grant program, call 
Nancy Nixon at 217-241-7954 or 
e-mail her at nnixon@aiec.coop. ■ 

From left to right are Wendy Jaehn, MEEA 

Executive Director; David Eijadi, MEEA 
Board Chairman; Jim Mann, ICECF 

Executive Director; Alecia Ward, MEEA 
President/CEO; Nancy Nixon, AIEC 
Marketing Administrator and John Freitag, 
AIEC Vice'President of Operations. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.lcl.coop 



EMO 
La Nina Expected to Persist Through Spring Dec-Feb Temperature Though in recent weeks there have been some 

early signs of weakening, most 
climate models indicate that the 
current La Nina will hold on 
through the upcoming spring 
months. With that being the 
case, April is forecasted to 
see near to slightly above 
average temperatures across 
Illinois. 

Locations across the 
southern part of the state 
will have the best chance 
of seeing milder weather 
during the month of April. 
Temperatures are expected 
to average between 1 to 3 
degrees above normal in 
this part of the state, which 
will lead to a deficit of heating degree days of between 30 
and 90. Late season energy usage with respect to heating 
should also be a little lower than normal across much of 
the state. 

The Illinois map this month illustrates the average 
temperature departure from normal across the state for 
this past winter. While the southern third of the state saw 
a slightly milder winter, the extreme northern and north¬ 
western portions of the state actually saw a winter season 
that was a little cooler than average. 

Departure From Normal 

| Slightly Above Normal 

| Near Normal 

~| Slightly Below Normal 

VI 

ejsweather.com 

The reason for this difference is largely due to the dif¬ 
ference in snowfall amounts. Locations from the Quad- 
Cities to Rockford have seen a very snowy winter with 
over 50 inches fallen. On the flip side, much of southern 
Illinois has seen less than 15 inches of snowfall this winter 
and most of that has been short lived. The added snow 
cover in northern Illinois allowed for low temperatures to 
drop well below zero more often and for lower maximum 
temperatures on many days. What a difference a few hun¬ 
dred miles makes! HI 

Adams Electric Cooperative Gets Green 
light for Wind Project Financing 
Electric cooperatives in 11 states got the green light from the IRS to issue 

Clean Renewable Energy Bonds (CREB) worth $143 million. CREB 
awards to cooperatives ranged from $300,000 to $30 million. Approved 
projects include: 14 wind projects, five landfill gas projects, six hydropower 
projects; one solar project and one open-loop biomass project. Adams Electric 
Cooperative, Quincy, will receive $1,504,080 for its wind turbine project. 
As part of the Energy Policy Act of 2005, the CREBs program provides 

electric cooperatives and other not-for-profit utilities incentives to invest 
in renewable generation resources. Comparable to Production Tax Credit 
(PTC) available to investor-owned utilities, CREBs provide low-cost capital 
for renewable energy facilities because the government provides tax credits to 
the purchasers of the bonds. 

“Most of the nation’s renewable energy resources can be found in the 
service territory of cooperatives,” noted Glenn English, CEO of the National 
Rural Electric Cooperative Association. “Clean Renewable Energy Bonds are 
the financial instrument that allows cooperatives to unleash that power.” 

Awardees may now apply to the National Rural Cooperative Finance 
Corporation (CFC) or other qualified lenders to issue bonds on their behalf. 
On February 6, 2008, the CFC announced it had issued almost $31 million in 
CREBs, following IRS allocations made in fiscal year 2006. ■ 
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New Public-Private Partnership Could Solve Energy Issues Invoking the successful public-private partnerships of 
1 iFranklin Delano Roosevelt and the legacy of the “REA,” 

Glenn English, CEO of the National 
Rural Electric Cooperative Association, 
called on government to work with 
consumers to achieve national climate 
change goals. “In the 1930s, when 
Roosevelt initiated the ‘New Deal’ the 
president didn’t say: You people go out 
and provide electric power all across the 
country while the rest of us sit on the 
fence and determine what penalties will 
be assigned if you don’t meet these goals. 
No, President Roosevelt said we need a 
partnership between government and the 
people.” 

Before an audience of nearly 9,000 
electric cooperative leaders assembled for 
the Association’s 66th Annual Meeting, English observed 
that whoever is elected president this fall will face a tremen¬ 

NRECA CEO Glenn English 

dous challenge. Crafting and enacting policies to meet our 
nation’s climate challenge will consume many of the new 

president’s first 100 days, he said. 
English encouraged co-op leaders to 

energize their local members, to empower 
co-op consumers and begin a dialogue 
between elected officials and electricity 
consumers. “The cooperative principles 
require that we educate and inform the 
membership,” said English. “We have 
a responsibility also to provide elected 
officials the information they need to 
make good decisions and effective policy. 
Consumers need straight answers about 
the current state of technology, capacity 
and cost. Co-op consumers recognize that 
balancing electricity needs and environ¬ 
mental goals will be difficult. They want 

to know how much this is going to increase their electric 
bills and what elected officials will do to make it affordable.” I 

Illinois Starts Local and Organic Food and Farm Task Force Anew state task force will begin 
work to create a comprehensive 

food production and distribution 
system to expand the availability of 
Illinois-grown produce. The Local 
and Organic Food and Farm Task 
Force held its first meeting in January. 

Our state is one of the nation’s 
leading producers of agricultural 

products, but imports more than 
90 percent of its food. If we could 
develop a system to satisfy consumers 
demand for organic and locally 
grown fresh fruits and vegetables and 
keep food sales in-state, we’d have a 
tremendous opportunity to improve 
the health of our diets and revitalize 
rural communities. 

Food travels an average of 1,500 
miles before it reaches Illinois 
consumers. The challenge is to 
become more self-sufficient and to 
make Illinois produce more readily 
available, especially in inner-city 
neighborhoods where fresh fruits 
and vegetables often are in short 
supply. ■ 

Lakeland College Adds Geothermal System Along with its many alternative energy projects, Lake 
Land College is utilizing geothermal energy in its 

new Student Fitness Center. The completion of this 
green project was greatly aided by a $45,000 award from 

Lake Land College 
Fortv-five thousand 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 

the GeoAlliance Grant. Pictured from left to right are 
Nancy Nixon, Marketing Administrator, Association of 
Illinois Electric Cooperatives; Chris Christman, Coles 
Moultrie Electric Cooperative Chief Executive Officer; 

Ray Rieck, Vice President for Business 
» Services at Lake Land College; and Scott 

Lensink, President of Lake Land. Coles 
Moultrie Electric Cooperative assisted 
Lake Land College in obtaining the 
geothermal funding. GeoAlliance is a 
cooperative effort between the Illinois 
Clean Energy Community Foundation 
in Chicago, which funds the grants, 
and the Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives in Springfield, which adminis¬ 
ters the grant program. The grant is part 
of a $ 1 million program to further the 
proliferation of geothermal technology. ■ 
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Tree Trimming 
Why it's necessary 

Take a look at the photo above. This 
tree was definitely planted in the 

wrong place and you can see clearly 
why it had to be trimmed. Help us out 
by not planting trees under or near 
our lines. If your trees and nearby 
power lines tangle, you can bet that 
trees will win the match and your 
power will go out. That’s why your co- 
op has a right-of-way tree trimming 
program. 

Your co-op provides electricity 
across thousands of miles of power 
lines. And trees surround many of 
those lines. 

Winds blow and tree branches rub 
against lines and cause your lights to 

blink. Three blinks in short succes¬ 
sion and your power goes out until 
someone at the co-op can investigate. 
Or limbs break off in strong winds or 
due to ice storms and crash onto lines, 
causing fuses to blow or breakers to 
trip. And worse case sceneries, trees 
can tumble down and take out the 
power line and pole nearby, as well as 
cause damage to others down the line. 

We can’t always predict which 
trees will do what. But we can do our 
best to identify trees that are likely to 
fall and branches that are too close 
to lines. Then we can do something 
about it. 

We need to keep the right of way 

of lines clear, not just for you, but for 
your neighbors as well. And a clear 
right of way is also easier for linemen 
to access and fix other problems that 
may occur. 

That’s why we prune trees. We 
use safe cutting methods that are not 
damaging to the tree’s health. Some 
co-ops use contract crews while others 
have their own team of tree trimming 
professionals. Call your co-op today to 
find out their tree trimming schedule 
and who will be performing the work. 

And remember co-ops seek to 
provide you with safe, reliable service 
year round. Tree trimming is just one 
more tool to achieve this. 
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A (L'R) Marley Reynoso and 

Delaney and Brennan Audi pose 

Blue. 

M Kim Audi says rescuing Blue 

was one of die most rewarding 

experiences of her life. 

y^Animal 
Kescue 

Qii/ing bomehss pete 
a second chance 

By Catrina McCuIIey Wagner 

Blue is living every dogs 

dream. She goes for long 

strolls every morning, 

plays fetch and gets kisses on her 

nose. But life hasn’t always been 

easy for this beautiful blue^ eyed 

Husky. It wasn’t long ago that 

she was surviving, not living, 

with 23 other dogs and 28 cats 

under unruly conditions without 

food or water. Her owner was 

what some would call an animal 

“collector” or “hoarder.” Nine of 

Blue’s friends had already died. It 

was too late for them. But Blue 

was a survivor. She had to be. 

She was pregnant. 



By the time Blue, her pups and 
her friends were rescued by Corn 
Belt Energy members Pat and Carrie 
Burr, owners of Central Illinois Small 
Animal Rescue (CISAR) in Colfax, 
she had parasites and tumors and 
was in need of medical treatment. “It 
was a sad sight and the worst case of 
neglect we’d ever seen,” says Carrie. 
“We just love animals and hate to see 
them suffer,” Pat says. 

Fortunately, Blue’s luck changed 
when Kim and Tim Auth and their 
children, Marley, Delaney and Bren¬ 
nan contacted the Burrs at CISAR 
wanting to rescue a dog. “We went to 
their facility and Hjl 
were immediately 
drawn to Blue. 
My husband loves 
Huskies,” says 
Kim. “We knew 
right from the start 
that she would be 
a challenge be¬ 
cause she had lived 
at the shelter for a 
year and a half and 
had been adopted once before and 
was brought hack to the shelter due to 
a severe separation anxiety issue.” 

Kim and her family were up for 
the challenge. “Every dog has its prob¬ 
lems. People give up too easily. You 
can find the answer to any behavior 
issue online or in books. And if you’re 
willing to devote a little extra time at 
the beginning, you can get the behav¬ 
ior taken care of. The extra effort is so 
rewarding,” Kim says. 

“The problem people have is that 
they try to humanize their dogs,” Kim 
says. “Dogs are not human and don’t 
have the same thoughts or emotions. 
The way to have a successful relation¬ 
ship with a dog is to learn as much as 
you can about a dog’s behavior and 
natural instincts. If you do that, you’ll 
find that owning and loving a dog is 
very easy.” 

The Auths have had Blue for a 
year now and say that Blue has been 
such a wonderful addition to their 
family. Lucky for Blue, her story had 
a happy ending, hut unfortunately, 
for so many other animals out there, 
that’s just not the case. 

“We firmly believe that 

there is a home out there 

for every anima 1. We ve 

made it our mission to 

do whatever we can to 

find homes for them. ” 

The Burrs opened their non¬ 
profit, no-kill shelter in 2003 because 
they felt the kill ratio at the other 
local shelters was far too high and 
unacceptable. “Most of the animals 
being killed were perfectly healthy. We 
knew we could help find those animals 
homes,” Pat says. 

“We firmly believe that there is 
a home out there for every animal. 
We’ve made it our mission to do 
whatever we can to find homes for 
them,” says Carrie, who says 80-85 
percent of the animals at their shelter 
were rescued from animal control 
after being picked up in rural areas. 

“Animal dumping 
in the rural areas 
has become a real 
problem,” Carrie 
says. “People think 
that’s more humane, 
but it’s really cruel. 
Those animals don’t 
know how to survive 
on their own. They 
get hit by cars and if 
they aren’t spayed or 

neutered, they create more unwanted 
animals to fill the shelters.” 

“Our society is too disposable,” 
says Rose Rebbe, Executive Director 
for the Animal Protective League in 
Springfield. “If a pet is inconvenient, 
they just get rid of it. If the animal 
is going to require some medical at¬ 
tention (money) or behavior training 
(time), they are no longer desirable. 
It’s easier to just get rid of that animal 
and get a new one.” 

Penny Standerfer, wife of Shelby 
Electric Cooperative Board Director 
Jeff Standerfer and Telecommunicator 
for the Shelbyville Police Department, 
has seen this epidemic firsthand. 
“Living in the rural area, I see a lot 
of animals that have been dumped. 
People think the animal stands a bet¬ 
ter chance. They are wrong.” 

Standerfer, along with her friend 
Peggy Martz of Shelbyville, and like 
the Burrs, was tired of the amount 
of healthy animals being euthanized 
by her local animal control shelters 
and decided to take a stand to help. 
Together, and without any funding, 
Standerfer and Martz have helped 
save hundreds of dogs and cats in 
Shelby County. “We started seven 
years ago on a small scale, just featur- 

Central Illinois Small Animal Rescue owners Pat and Carrie Burr opened their 

rural shelter in 2002 to help cut down the amount of animals being euthanized 

each year. 
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Penny Standerfer cuddles one of her rescued cats, Slick, who was among a litter of kittens that were thrown in a dumpster 

outside of an oil change business. “When we found the kittens, they were covered with motor oil. I cleaned them up and 

found homes for the rest of the litter,” Standerfer says. 

ing one animal a week. But in the last 
three years, it’s escalated and we’ve re- 
ally gotten the community involved,” 
says Standerfer. 

Working very closely with their 
local animal control, they’re able to 
get photos of those animals whose 
lives are teetering near the end. “We 
send those pictures to every possible 
news media we can. Our local paper, 
the Shelbyville Daily Union, gives us a 
full page every Tuesday and 
ShelbyCountyNews.net posts our pic¬ 
tures online. Both of these venues help 
us free of charge. We wouldn’t have 
the funds to do as much without the 
community support,” Standerfer says. 

Standerfer even has the support 
of her employer, the Shelbyville Police 
Department. She says that sometimes 
when they have puppies or kittens that 
need rescued, she’ll bring them into 
the station and everyone pitches in to 
care for them until she can find homes 
for them. “Sometimes the ladies at 
City Hall have even taken some of the 
animals home with them when I’ve 
needed extra help,” Standerfer says. 

Shelbyville Chief of Police Dave 
Tallman says, “We’re very proud of 
what Penny is doing. I believe there is 

a void that needed to be filled that she 
is filling. The amount of animals being 
euthanized now compared to seven 
years ago is just a fraction. She works 
hard and has really stepped up the 
plate to find these animals homes.” 

Standerfer says too many animals 
are needlessly dying around the 
country. She says it will literally take 
everyone doing their part to end 
animal cruelty, 
overpopulation and 
unnecessary death. 
“Spaying and neu¬ 
tering your animals 
would be a great 
first step,” Stander- 
fer says. “Every cat 
that’s not fixed run¬ 
ning around free, 
could potentially be 
responsible for thousands of unwanted 
cats down the road. There are a lot 
of programs out there that can help 
with these expenses both locally and 
statewide.” 

In December of 2005, the Illinois 
Public Health and Safety Animal 
Population Control Act was passed 
into law. This law states that control¬ 
ling the dog and cat population would 

have a significant benefit to public 
health and safety by aiding in the 
prevention of dog attacks, reducing 
the number of automobile accidents 
caused by stray animals and it would 
also save taxpayer dollars by reducing 
the number of animals to be handled 
by animal control facilities. 

“Anyone on public assistance can 
apply for grant money through the 

Illinois Department 
of Public Health. 
That person would 
then only have 
to pay $15 to get 
their animal fixed,” 
says Rebbe. She 
says when people 
tell her they can’t 
afford to get their 
animals fixed she 

tells them they can’t afford not to. “No 
one considers the expense they could 
incur if there were complications with 
a pregnancy, the birth or the offspring. 
What if the puppies contract Parvo? 
What if the kittens are born and the 
mother dies? How will they afford 
these expenses?” asks Rebbe. 

Rebbe says that spaying or 
neutering does not affect an animal’s 

It will literally take 

everyone doing their 

part to end animal 

cruelty, overpopulation 

and unnecessary death. 
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personality or make them lazy like 
many people believe. “It only makes 
them happier, healthier and calmer. 
I’ve heard men say they would never 
neuter their dog - like it’s a personal 
thing. Dogs have no sexual identity 
and don’t relate to neutering like 
people do. It’s an absurd way of think- 
ing,” she says. 

Rebbe believes that part of her 
job and any animal shelter’s job is 
educating the public about animals, 
whether that is giving them reasons 
why they should adopt the homeless 
rather than buy from a puppy mill, or 
simply teaching people how to crate 
train. “If we can assist someone and 
prevent an animal from coming to the 
shelter or ending up on the streets, we 
are very happy,” Rebbe says. 

It’s startling to learn that only 
12 percent of the nation’s pets are 
adopted from animal shelters. The 
rest are purchased from breeders or 
pet stores, or are either picked up as 
strays or transferred from one family 
to another. “When you think about all 
the competition for homes out there 
and then compound that with the 
number of kittens and puppies being 
born, it’s not hard to see why there is 
a problem,” Rebbe says. 

“When you’re looking for a new 
pet, try your local shelter before 
searching for a breeder. If you give 
them long enough, I’m sure they can 
find exactly what you’re looking for,” 
says Standerfer. “There’s truly no 
greater reward than knowing you’ve 
rescued an animal from death.” 

“With any animal there is an ad¬ 
justment period, but it’s a lot less time 
when you’re dealing with an adult cat 
or dog than with a kitten or puppy. 
If you buy a puppy, be prepared to 
devote two years on training and re¬ 
directing behavior. But if you rescue 
an older dog, your adjustment time 
is an average of only two months,” 
says Auth. “If you went to a shelter 
and just walked around, you would be 
instantly drawn. The animals in there 
are just dying for attention and they 
truly, truly appreciate you when you 
rescue them. You’ll have a friend for 
life.” ■ 

Help Your 

Local Snelter 
Help save lives by donating 

your time or money to one of your 
local non-profit animal shelters. 
“It’s very expensive to operate a 
shelter. Last year it cost approxi¬ 
mately $10,000 a month to run our 
shelter,” says Carrie Burr, owner of 
CISAR in Colfax. “There are so 
many costs involved that people 
don’t think about. We’re completely 
non-profit and we depend solely on 
people who love animals to help. 
Every bit of money we get goes 
right back into our business and 
every donation is acknowledged.” 

To help, contact your local animal shelter or visit one of the shelters 
listed below: 

Adopt-A-Pet 
Benld 
www.benldadoptapet.org 
217-835-2538 

Animal Protective League 
Springfield 
www. springfie Id - Illinois. com/apl 
217-544-7387 

Assisi Animal Foundation 
Crystal Lake 
www.assisi.org 
815-455-9411 

Central Illinois Small Animals 
Rescue 
Colfax 
www.cisarshelter.com 
309-287-3608 

County Animal Rescue 
& Education 
Charleston 
www.petfinder.com/shelters/ 
IL137.html 
217-345-4112 

Illinois Humane 
Springfield 
www.petfinder.com/shelters/ 
IL323.html 

217-698-3804 

My Mathew’s House 
(Shelter for Cats) 
Carthage 
www.mymathewshouse.org 
217-357-9123 

Pets In Need Midwest 
Ringwood 
www.petsinneedmidwest.org 
815-728-1462 

Quad City Animal Welfare Center 
Milan 
www.qcawc.org 
309-787-6830 

For more Illinois skelter listings and for 

information on pet care and/or adoption, visit 

kttp://muttcats.com/ skelters/lllinois.ktm. 
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Turn That Music Down 
More than a million teens could have prevented hearing loss 

“If you can hear the 
music when the ear 

your child 
rs, that's a 
le too loud/' 

You could feel the base sound pounding in your 

chest the music was so loud. Attending a rock 

concert with a group of teens reminded me that 

of the 23.3 million Americans who have hearing 

loss, 1.3 million are 18 or younger. One third of all 

hearing losses result, at least in part, from the loud 

noises of modern life. 

As teens head for rock concerts or turn up their 

iPod or car stereo, they may want to consider a 

radical response to the following hits of information. 

The average TO-year-old reports some hearing loss, 

but for young people exposed to loud noises, the 

aging process is accelerated. Entering freshmen in a 

midwestern college were tested and 60 percent were 

found to have hearing loss. By comparison, only 3.8 

percent of sixth-graders had hearing loss. 

Loud noises destroy the tiny cells in the inner 

ear that signal the auditory nerve to send sound 

messages to the brain. Once those cells die, they 

never grow hack. 

Our modern society is filled with loud noises. 

Appliances (blenders, blow dryers and vacuum 

cleaners), city traffic, jet engines and power lawn 

mowers are just few. Many of us are regularly 

exposed to noise at dangerous levels. 

Noise is measured in decibels. Anything 
80 decibels or louder is potentially dangerous. 

Examples of noises that are likely to be harmful 

include: 

• lawn mowers (90 decibels) 

• snowmobiles (100 decibels) 

• a jet plane takeoff (120 decibels) 

• firearms (140 decibels). 

The louder the noise, the 

shorter the time it takes to damage 

your hearing. Your ears may be able 

to endure 90 decibels of noise, such 

as a lawn mower, for about eight 

hours before damage occurs. But 

for every five decibels above that, it 

takes only half as much time for damage to begin. 

A noise at 95 decibels will hurt your ears in 

four hours. An arcade full of video games could 

cause damage in two hours. A stereo headset or 

iPod with ear buds set at full blast (about 110 

decibels) could damage your ears in half an hour. 

The National Institute for Occupational Safety and 

Health actually recommends that exposure to noise 

at those levels not exceed one minute, 29 seconds. 

So, how do we tell if music is loud enough to 

damage hearing? If you can hear the music when 

the ear buds are in your child or teen’s ears, that’s a 

sign it may he too loud. Or if you have to raise your 

voice to talk to someone who is an arm's length 

away, then the noise is likely to he hazardous. 

The best way to protect your hearing is to 

avoid loud noises as much as possible. If the loud 

noise cannot be avoided—you're mowing the lawn, 

attending a concert, or working in shop class— 

protect your ears. 

When dealing with your personal stereo, con¬ 

sider wearing headphones that block unwanted 

sound. The unwanted noise allowed by ear-bud- 

type devices may cause listeners to increase the 

volume. Headphones that fit over the ear are more 

effective at blocking unwanted sound. 

What about all the other noises? Stuffing cotton 

in your ears won't work. Earplugs, the least expen¬ 

sive alternative, are usually available at hardware, 

music and sporting good stores. You can even have 

earplugs custom made through an audiologist. 

The plugs usually come with a noise 

reduction rating on the label established by 

the Environmental Protection Agency. The 

Occupational Safety and Health Administration, 
which regulates hearing safety in the workplace, 

recommends using earplugs with a rating twice as 

strong as you need to ensure protection. 

If you are going to a rock concert (the average 

concert has 110 decibels of sound) you would need 

to wear 45 decibel earplugs to make the concert 

noise safe for your ears. Thirty decibel plugs are 

probably the strongest plugs you can buy without 

going to an audiologist. But even the 30 decibel 

plugs would lengthen the time you could listen 

without damaging your ears. 

I know what you’re thinking—only a small per¬ 

centage of teens wear earplugs to concerts. So just 

think a little longer and then suggest your teen con¬ 

sider bucking the trend, doing something radical, 

being a rebel and protecting his/her hearing. ■ 

Judy Taylor, Youth Development Educator, 
Springfield Extension Center, 217-782- 
6515 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING ‘ www.icl.coop 



"'v- 

w 2 

tld PD 

— 

S < M 
> 

a* 
l®‘:' 

1 4-4 
U « 
o .--CS 

“13 05 

':,'Wr 

“Henry rifles will only be 
made in America or they 
won’t be made at all.” 

■ 
Anthony Imperatdl 
t of Hpnrv Rpnoatinn Arms President of Henry Repeating Arms 

Henry Big Boy .44 Magnum / 45C / .357 Mag 

Henry U.S. Survival .22 LR 

Henry Golden Boy .22 LR / .22 Mag / .17 HMR 

“It’s not a prideful boast. It’s a solemn oath from all of us at Henry 
Repeating Arms. Every Henry rifle is and always will be made in America 
by American workers. Decent, hard-working folks just like you who take 
great pride in their work. 

Today, sportsmen purchase Henrys because they are magnificently 
styled, have the smoothest actions, perform with flawless reliability and 
bear the great legendary name of Henry. And don’t overlook the fact that 
they are surprisingly affordable with features other manufacturers charge 
twice the price for. 

We are a family owned business and we stand behind every rifle thai 
leaves our plant. You’ll find our customer service second to none, and we 
will do everything we must to guarantee your 
complete satisfaction. 

We invite you to order our free catalog 
with information on all Henry rifles, a Henry 
decal and a list of dealers in your area.” 

Made in America and Priced Right 

Henry Acu-Bolt .22 LR / .22 Magnum / .17 HMR 

For a FREE color catalog 

visit www.henry-guns.com/832 
or call Toll Free (877) 499-1832 

Henry .22 Lever Frontier Model with Octagonal Barrel 
An affordable, beautiful rifle with superior tack-driving accuracy, f^g 
Crafted by American workers for American shooting enthusiasts.^^ 



Wack a Mole 
Hitting some of the facts about motes 

r»r£«-"c* L et’s hit some of the fun mole facts that can make 

you the hit of any cocktail party circuit or church 

potluck social. 

1. A group of moles is called a “labor.” You may have 

other words, hut remember 

this is a family magazine. 

2. Moles are carnivores. They 

eat only earthworms, grubs 

and any other creatures 

that happen to he crawling 

around. 

They don’t intentionally 

eat roots, seeds or bulbs. If the 

root, seed or bulb happens to 

be close to the worm or insect, it might get eaten, 

hut it’s not on purpose. It’s important to remember 

they won’t eat plant materials. 

Now, plant material can end up dying. As the 

moles form their feeding tunnels, they’ll expose 

the roots to air, cause bulbs to turn on their sides or 

upside down, and drop seeds into the tunnel where 

they may germinate, hut not grow. For lawns, the 

damage is the exposed roots to the air and wilting 

due to lack of moisture. 

3. Moles tend to be solitary, except for that time in 

the spring when male moles get together with 

female moles. Then they part ways. While it 

seems you may have lots of moles in your yard, 

you probably don’t. 

4- Moles are blind. They 
sense their food by hearing 

them moving in the soil. 

They also have an acute 

sense of smell. 

5. The average mole eats 

about 80 to 100 percent of 

its weight a day. 

Essentially, it feeds for 

about 2 to 3 hours, rests an hour, and then starts 

the loop over. Eating and sleeping. That’s about 

it. 

Just imagine trying to eat your weight a day. 

That’s lots of food. More importantly, that’s why 

there are lots of tunnels, and why moles tend to be 

solitary. You have to constantly dig for the worm or 

grub, and you don’t want competition from someone 

else. 

6. If you find a big mound of soil in your yard with' 

out a hole in it, chances are you have a female 

nesting about 2 to 3 feet down somewhere close. 
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"While it seems you may 
have lots of moles in your 
yard, you probably don't." 

IP' 

The female pushes the soil out of the tunnels to 

create the nest. Once the little ones are able to 

fend for themselves, they’re kicked out. 

7. Moles love wooded areas. That’s where the most 

insects are. Chances are, if 

you live out in the middle 

of an old corn field, you 

won’t have mole problems. 

Sometimes you might, but 

usually not. The more trees 

and shrubs you plant, the 

more likely you’ll have prob¬ 

lems in a few years. 

Now, on to the control. 
Poison peanuts will NOT work. They won’t. 

Won’t. Won’t. They are plant material and moles 

only eat insects and worms. The only thing that hap¬ 

pens when you buy the poison peanuts, or pellets as 

some stores advertise, is an increase in the bottom 

line of the manufacturer. 

Gas cartridges also don’t work well due to the 

extensive tunnel system. Flooding the tunnels with 

water usually only results in a wet and annoyed mole. 

Castor bean plants and castor bean derivatives 

have been shown to have some mild repellent 

properties. But, they only work in a short space, and 

as far as the repellents are concerned, only as long as 

they aren’t diluted. 

Pepsi bottles buried to their necks won’t create a 

noise that scares the moles away. Neither will plastic 

sunflowers that spin in the wind. 

A terrier or border collie works well though 

there is the inherent care of the pet. 

Then there are the traps, which are probably the 

only thing that truly does work. There are three or 

four different types, and all basically stab or choke the 

mole. They need to be placed in the main tunnel runs. 

I won’t get into the issue of killing moles or not; 

that’s something you take up yourself. 

However, I will point out that nature abhors a 

vacuum. Kill the mole in your yard, and chances are 

another will show up until all the food is gone. ■ 

David Robson is an Extension Educator, 
Horticulture, at the Springfield Extension 
Center, University of Illinois Extension, 
P.0. Box 8199, Springfield, IL 62791. 
Telephone: 217-782-6515. 
E-mail: drobson@uiuc.edu. 



You work harder than most. 
You take care of your family as 
well as everyone else’s. 

You can’t control the elements, 
but you do what you can to 
make the best of what’s handed 
to you. 

You demand the best in your 
equipment and in yourself. 

GeoComfort shares your values 
and respects your ideals. Our 
geothermal comfort systems 
harvest the earth’s stored 
energy and use it to heat and 
cool your home. GeoComfort 
geothermal systems: the perfect 
combination of technology and 
respect for the earth. 

R & H Plumbing & Heating, Inc. 
Altamont (618)483-6159 

Rightnowar HVAC 
Keenes (618)732-8268 

South Side Hardware 
Greenfield (217)368-2705 

Steffen Heating & A/C, Inc. 
Effingham (217)342-2062 

Stevens Heating & Air Conditioning 
Quincy (217)222-5220 

Weeke Sales & Service 
Okawville (618)243-5333 

Weidner Refrigeration, Inc. 
Divernon (217)628-3400 

Whitt Sales & Service, Inc. 
Farina (618)245-6404 

Advantage Comfort Systems 
Paxton (217)379-6305 

Bratcher Heating & Air Conditioning, Inc. 
Bloomington/Normal (309)454-1611 

Brennan Heating & Cooling 
Jacksonville (217)245-7181 

C & K Heating & Cooling 
Lebanon (618)537-9528 

Climate Company, Inc. 
Breese (618)526-2135 

D & R Heating & Air, Inc 
Centralia (618)548-9090 

Davis Electric 
Rushville (217)322-6677 

Ernst Heating & Cooling 
Hamel (618)633-2244 

Fowler Heating & Cooling 
Marion (618)997-5288 

Henson Robinson Company 
Springfield (217)544-8451 

Home Appliance & Heating, Inc 
Kankakee (815)933-82fl 

Jesse Heating & Air Conditioning 
Decatur (217)422-1744 

Champaign (217)352-8511 

Johnson Heating & A/C 
Kewanee (309)852-2610 

Kuchefski Heating & A/C, Inc. 
Danville (217)442-1454 

Mark’s Heating & Cooling 
Greenville (618)664-2499 

Neuhaus Heating & A/C 
Litchfield (217)324-2818 

Geothermal Systems 

More geothermal information is available at www.geocomfort.com. 



Some Cold Hard Facts 
Do you really need two or three refrigerators or freezers? 

"It often occurs to me 
just how simple it really 
is to solve most of your 

energy problems." 

Somebody is here to help you again. You know 

it is really not that difficult. As I write this 

column, I am still on the road conducting energy 

seminars. Still teaching 

folks just like you how to 

have lower utility hills and 

comfortable homes. As I 

help folks every single day, 

yes, I mean every single day, 

Monday through Friday at 

work, Saturday on the radio 

and even Sunday after church, 

it often occurs to me just how 

simple it really is to solve most 

of your energy problems. 

So why doesn’t everybody 

implement these solutions? 

Sometimes it is a lack of funds, 

hut most of the time, I believe it 

is simply a lack of action and a 

lack of awareness of some really 

simple steps. 

In last month’s column, I 

challenged you to prepare your 

energy plan. I trust that you have com¬ 

pleted that. Please keep in mind that it might 

need revision as time goes along. I really wish 

that there was a way that I could sit down beside 

every one of you and read your list. I would enjoy 

the fellowship and no 

doubt become wiser for it. 

I have a pretty good idea, 

however, what issues most 

of you face. And I told 

you that I would give you 

more energy-saving tips 

this month that many of 

you could implement at 

absolutely no cost. 

So here we go. 

Perhaps you can relate to the following 

story: A recent energy audit at an older house 

in Arkansas revealed that the family had a 

refrigerator in the kitchen, which is needed and 

expected. The family also had a refrigerator and 

a large chest freezer in the garage. There was 

absolutely nothing in the refrigerator except three 

trays of ice cubes in the freezer compartment. It 

was in running condition and doing a good job. 

The chest freezer had two small boxes of popsicles. 

The lady of the house said these were for the 

grandchildren. Being a pawpaw myself, I under¬ 

stand the importance of that. When 

I explained to the family 

that is was costing about 

$60 per month to have 36 

ice cubes and 20 popsicles, 

it was quickly understood 

by all that there had to 

be a better way. So the 

lady of the house moved 

the popsicles to the kitchen 

refrigerator while her husband 

gladly unplugged the two unused 

and unneeded units. 

Of course, we discussed the 

importance of properly caring for 

and even more importantly, the 

safe disposal of these two units. 

Empty refrigerators or freezers can 

be death traps to pets or heaven 

forbid, children. 

Here are the facts about those 

extra refrigerators and freezers: 

• Fact 1 - Refrigerators and freezers that are 10 years 

old or older use at least $ 1 per day on energy costs. 

• Fact 2 - It is very difficult for us to dispose of a 

refrigerator or freezer that is in perfect working 

order. 

• Fact 3 - You probably don’t even need that extra 

refrigerator, which easily costs at least $30 a 

month. 

It this tip fits your situation, list it in on your 

energy plan, get rid of it and mark it off your list. 

And smile when you get your next electric bill. 

You know, this really isn’t that difficult. Maybe 

somebody will help you next month, too. In the 

mean time feel free to call me at 501-653-7931 

with any energy savings questions you may have. ■ 

Doug Rye, the “Doctor of Energy 
Efficiency-the King of Caulk and Talk” 
can be heard on several different Illinois 
radio stations. Or you can go to his Web 
site at www.dougrye.com, e-mail him at 
info@philliprye.com, or call 888-Doug- 
Rye or 501-653-7931. You can also sign 
up for a free newsletter and order his 
“how to” videotapes. 
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Specials 
starting 

as low as 
$7,067.00 

With 25 years 
experience and over 

12,000 buildings 
constructed, Blitz 

Builders is #1 in Value. 

As an ENERGY STAR© Partner Carrier has determined that this product meets the ENERGY STAR® guidelines for energy efficiency. 
The results shown in the chart are for comparative purposes only, but generally reflect current energy prices. Your Carrier dealer can provide savings estimates for your home. E 
per kilowatt hour, natural gas at S0.80 per therm in summer and S1.00 per therm in winter, and propane at $0.70 per gallon in summer and $1.35 per gallon in winter. 
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(800)466-7126 
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TOUGH CLEAN, 
EARTH FRIENDLY 

Select* 

Ottes-Vay 
Ventures 
Dr. John Ronan DDS 

& Associates 
Can Offer You 

Dentures, Partials 
& Extractions 

ONE-DAY SERVICE, 
NTU 

ml \ $154 

Office Hours: Monday-Friday 8 to 4 
Call for an Appointment 

(217-479-8444) 
(1-877-565-8981) 

1201 W. Walnut, Jacksonville, IL 62650 
Payment Accepted 

Cash, Mastercard or Visa 
No Personal Checks 



Ramping Up Our Energy Efficiency Efforts 
By Jennifer Taylor 

Not since the energy crises of the 1970s-early 1980s have 

efficiency and conservation received so much attention. 

In today’s technology-driven world, everything relies on 

electricity — computers, plasma televisions, DVR systems, 

cell phone chargers, laptops, video games. Consumers’ 

demand for electricity continues to increase while the sup¬ 

ply of electricity is becoming more and more scarce. 

According to a February article in The Washington 

Post, utility and government officials warned that the metro¬ 

politan area surrounding our 

nation’s capital must come 

to grip with a simple fact: 

“In a little more than three 

years, lights could flicker off 

in rolling blackouts.” For its 

part, the Maryland Public 

Service Commission found 

that the Free State might 

face such outages as early as 

2011 or 2012. 

And it’s not just 

large cities dealing with 

power supply concerns. It’s 

a nationwide challenge 

that includes California, 

the Rocky Mountain states, 

New England, Texas, the 

Southwest and Midwest. 

The Electric Power 

Research Institute (EPRI), a 

non-profit, utility-sponsored 

organization whose members 

include electric cooperatives, sees energy efficiency as the 

most cost-effective, near-term option for managing elec¬ 

tricity use, reducing the need to build new power plants and 

lowering emissions of greenhouse gases like carbon dioxide. 

Electric cooperatives are recognized industry leaders 
in promoting energy efficiency to help consumer-members 

reduce electricity consumption and save money. Virtually 

all electric co-ops provide energy efficiency education to 

their members, while more than 40 percent offer energy 

audits services and promote high-efficiency items such as 

new lighting systems, geothermal and air-source heat pumps, 

cellulose insulation and Energy Star appliances. 

In addition, electric co-ops are tops in reducing 

power consumption — and keeping the lid on wholesale 

generation costs — by controlling when electricity gets 

used. These programs are known by various names — load 

management, demand-side response, or peak load shifting/ 

shaving — that interrupt electric service to water heaters, 

air conditioners, furnaces and other specialized equipment 

in the homes of volunteer co-op members for brief periods, 

typically just a few hours. The control generally takes place 

during times of peak demand, the electric utility industry’s 

equivalent of rush-hour traffic, when power costs skyrocket. 

In fact, local electric co-ops working with their 

wholesale power suppliers shaved demand last year by 2,200 

MW [comparable to a commercial nuclear power plant], 

saving $50 million in fuel costs and offsetting more than 

2,000 tons of carbon dioxide emissions. 

Co-ops are also taking advantage of recent technology 

advancements to increase system efficiency: 72 percent 

are upgrading power lines, 56 percent are replacing older 

transformers, 50 percent use 

advanced technology to con¬ 

trol voltage fluctuations and 

40 percent have deployed 

advanced metering devices 

that will create the backbone 

of the new smart grid. 

But the biggest bang 

from energy efficiency 

involves easing pressure on 

constructing new power 

plants. Based on EPRI’s 

framework for reducing 

carbon dioxide emissions, 

the overall impact of energy 

efficiency measures-even 

simple ones like replacing 

incandescent light bulbs with 

compact fluorescent lights- 

directly reduces the amount 

of power needed and defers 

the need to build as much 

new generation. 
“Energy efficiency measures can help electric co-ops 

head off the need for new generation and curb greenhouse 

gas emissions,” observes John Holt, National Rural Electric 

Cooperative Association (NRECA) Senior Principal for 

Generation and Fuel. 

“To run today’s economy without the energy efficiency 

improvements that have taken place since 1973, we would 

need 43 percent more energy supplies than we currently use- 

more energy than we currently generate from any single fuel 

source like nuclear, gas, coal or renewables,” explains Jim 

Kerr, President of the National Association of Regulatory 

Utility Commissioners and a member of the North Carolina 

Utilities Commission. 

“Energy efficiency remains key to how electric co-ops will 

keep electricity affordable in the face of rising energy prices,” 

concludes NRECA CEO Glenn English. “Whether it’s fostering 

the construction of more energy-efficient buildings, promoting 

the development and use of more energy-efficient appliances, 

or accelerating the development and use of advanced elec¬ 

tric infrastructure, co-ops will put their energy and business 

knowledge to work in developing innovative member 

programs that help get the most out of every kilowatt.” 

Illinois electric co-op energy advisors have recommended energy 

efficient technology such as geothermal heat pumps for years. 

They also practice what they preach. This geothermal loop 

installation was installed at the Association of Illinois Electric 

Cooperatives’ headquarters in Springfield several years ago. 

Geothermal heat pumps can cut heating, air conditioning and 

water heating energy use in half by tapping into the earth’s 

geothermal energy. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 



^Building Solutions” 
.. .with integrity! 
A Professional service, quality products 

Supplying a variety A ^ flra/ avMle 

of quality buildings ^ Engineered buildings and kits available 
designed to meet ft fully insured for your protection 

four needs. Call today for vy Major credit cards are accepted 
a FREE brochure 

and estimate! 

1-800‘582-BARN (2276) 
nationalbarn.com 

' Log On! For Pricing, Photos, Brochure, FAQ... 

LOWEST COST 
Term Life Insurance 

Issue ages through 90 

AGE $100,000 

45 12.78 
55 16.19 
65 31.06 

$250,000 

22.75 
31.28 
68.47 

Rates figured on monthly cost for female non-tobacco users 

RAMLET & ASSOC, INC. 

(800) 933-6354 
TALIC FORM NO. 1-32207-198 

Nation’s #1 Sundancer Dealer 

www.lebanon-suzuki. com 1-800-542-3846 
801 N. Jefferson Lebanon, MO Offer Ends 4/30/08 

Exceeding Your Expectations 

New Sundancer LX20 
Fish or Cruise Models Available 

Suzuki 40 HP 4-Stroke 

,*149941 
Actual Boat Similar to Illustration. 

Sundancer 
LX24 Pontoon 

Suzuki 115 HP 
4-Stroke 

*17999 
Actual Boat Similar to Illustration. 

Suzuki 40 HP 
4-Stroke 

Installed, Only 

$ SUZUKI. $4999 
MARINE 

POLE BUILDINGS, BARNS & GARAGES 

LOFT BUILDINGS 
24 X 24   $10,500 

24 X 32   $13,200 

24 X 40   $14,900 

30 X 40   $16,800 

32 X 64   $24,900 

POLE BUILDINGS 
24X24 $6,400 
24 X 32 $7,800 
24 X 40 $8,700 
30 X 40 $9,900 
32 X 64 $16,800 
40 X 80 CALL 

CABIN HOMES & POLE BUILDINGS 

1-800-247-0241 

Finest fabrics including permanent 

“•■S press and wash & wear. Superior 
<,,llll^ quality. Free color catalog and 
c fabric swatches on request. 

• GUARANTEED SATISFACTION 

Call Toll Free: 1-800-826-8612 

EGENCY 
www.rcgown.com 

P.O. Box 8988-ICL Jacksonville, FL 32211 

Proven AQUACIDE PELLETS 
destroy unwanted underwater weeds. 

Marble sized pellets. 
“Spread it and Forget it!" 

Effectively kills weeds 

at any depth. 

Registered with the 
Federal Environmental 
Protection Agency. 

Certified and approved for use by state 
agencies. 101b. can treats up to 4,000 sq.ft, 
of lake bottom, $74.50. 501b. carton 
treats up to 20,000 sq.ft, of lake bottom, 
$289.00. Prices include delivery charges. 
Delivery F.O.B. White Bear Lake, MN. 
State permit may be required. 

CALL TOLL FREE 800-328-9350 
Call 651-429-6742 • Fax 651-429-0563 

Before After 

Jf Nffi 

« - <4^ 

Or write for FREE information to: 

AQUACIDE CO. 
Our 53rd year 

1627 - 9th Street, DEPT. 487, Box 10748, 

White Bear Lake, MN 55110-0748 

www.KillLakeWeeds.com • info@KillLakeWeeds.com 



I 
FINEST COOKING 

Hugs And Chips 
Cheesecake 

2 (3-oz.) pkgs. cream cheese, softened 
1 (14-oz.) can Eagle Brand sweetened 

condensed milk 

1 egg 
1 C. mini chocolate chips 
1 (6'0Z.) chocolate graham or 

cookie crust 
Chocolate curls 
1 tsp. vanilla 
1 tsp. flour 

Chocolate Glaze: 
1/2 C. mini chocolate chips, melted 

1/4 C. whipping cream 

Preheat oven to 350°. With a mixer, beat 

cream cheese until fluffy. Gradually beat 

in condensed milk until smooth. Add 

egg and vanilla; beat well. Toss chocolate 

chips with flour and stir into the cheese 

mixture. Pour into the crust. Bake for 35 

minutes or until the center springs back 

lightly when touched. Cool and top with 

chocolate glaze and chocolate curls. Serve 

chilled. Refrigerate leftovers. 

Glaze: 
Mix melted chocolate chips with whip¬ 

ping cream. Cook and stir until thickened 

and smooth. Spread immediately over pie. 

Green Bean and 
Hamburger Dish 

1 med. onion, chopped 

3/4 tsp. salt 
2-3 C. green beans 
1-1/2 lbs. ground beef 
1 can tomato soup 
Potatoes, cooked and mashed 
1 C. Cheddar cheese 

Cook onion and ground beef together 

until meat is no longer pink and onions 

are tender. Season with salt. Add drained 

green beans and tomato soup. Continue 

to heat and pour into a greased casserole 

dish. Drop mashed potatoes in mounds 

over the meat mixture. Sprinkle with 

Cheddar cheese. Bake at 350° for 30 min¬ 

utes or until heated through and cheese 

is melted. 

Visit www.icl.coop 

to see an archive of 

past Illinois Country 

Living recipes. 

m 
M A :#! 

H" f 

Schuyler Co. Homemaker! 
Education Associatioi 

Who: Schuyler Co. Homemakers Education Associatic 

Cost: $15, plus $3.50 shippir 

Details: Soft-backed, comb-bour 

Pages of recipes: 4z 

Send checks to: Judith Andersoi] 

92 Golf Road, Springfield, IL 627C 

or call her at 217-546-1 

Orange Dream Cake (above) 

1 lemon cake mix 

1 env. unsweetened orange drink mix 

3 eggs 

1 C. water 

1/3 C. vegetable oil 

2 (3-oz.) pkgs. orange gelatin, divided 

1 C. boiling water 

1 C. cold water 

1 C. cold milk 

1 tsp. vanilla extract 

1 (3.4-oz.) pkg. instant vanilla 

pudding mix 

1 (8-oz.) carton frozen whipped 

topping, thawed 

In a mixing bowl, combine cake mix , drink mix, eggs, water and oil. Beat for two min¬ 

utes on medium speed. Pour into an ungreased 13x9-inch baking pan. Bake at 350° for 

25-30 minutes or until a toothpick inserted near the center comes out clean. Using a 

meat fork, poke holes in the cake. Cool on a wire rack for 30 minutes. Meanwhile, in 

a bowl, dissolve 1 pkg. of gelatin in boiling water. Stir in cold water. Pour over cake. 

Cover and refrigerate for 2 hours. In a mixing howl, combine milk, vanilla, pudding mix 

and remaining gelatin. Beat on low for 2 minutes. Let stand for 5 minutes then fold in 

whipped topping. Frost cake. Refrigerate leftovers. 

Good Corn Casserole 

1/2 stick butter 
1/2 C. sugar 

1/4 C. flour 
2/3 C. evaporated milk 

2 cans corn, drained 

1/4 C. sugar 
1 tsp. cinnamon 

Preheat oven to 350°. Grease a casserole dish. In a saucepan, mix butter and sugar and 

heat until melted. Mix flour in and remove from heat. Add milk and com. Pour into cas¬ 

serole dish and hake for 60 minutes. Sprinkle with sugar and cinnamon. 
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St. Thomas Booster 
Club Cookbook 
Who: St. Thomas Booster Club 

Cost: $9, plus $4 shipping 

Details: Soft-backed, comb-bound 

Pages of recipes: 88 

Send checks to: Loretta Hall, 
10160 N. 1400th St., Newton, 1L 62448 

or call her at 618-562-8341. 

Photos by Catrina McCulley Wagner 
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Crab Fondue 

1 (5-oz.) ctn. Kraft Old English 
Sharp Cheese spread 

1 (8-oz.) cream cheese 
1 (7-1/2-oz.) can crab meat 
1/4 C. half and half 
1/4 tsp. garlic salt 
1/2 tsp. Worcestershire sauce 
1/4 tsp. cayenne pepper 

In a double boiler, place cheese spread 
and cream cheese and stir until smooth. 
Add remaining ingredients, stirring con¬ 
stantly until thoroughly blended. If too 
thick, add more half and half, continue 
stirring until smooth and hot. Place in 

a fondue pot and serve with chunks of 
French bread. 

Chocolate Crinkle 
Cookies 

4 squares unsweetened chocolate 
1/2 C. oil 
2 C. sugar 
4 eggs 
2 T. vanilla 
1/2 tsp. salt 
2 C. flour 
2 T. baking powder 
1 C. powdered sugar 

Melt chocolate. Add oil and sugar. Blend 

1 egg at a time until well mixed. Add 
vanilla. Stir in flour, salt and baking 
powder. Mix well and chill overnight in 

the refrigerator. Drop by teaspoonfuls 
into powdered sugar, roll around to shape 

into balls. Place 2 inches apart on greased 
cookie sheets. Bake 10-12 minutes at 

350°. Makes 50 cookies. 

1 lb. ground beef 
1 can Cheddar cheese soup 
1 can cream of mushroom soup 
1 bag French fries 
1 pkg. shredded Cheddar cheese 

Brown ground beef and drain. Mix beef 
and soups together. Put in a 9x 13-inch cas¬ 
serole dish. Put French fries on top. Cover 

with foil and bake at 350° for 50 minutes. 
Uncover and sprinkle with shredded 
Cheddar cheese. Bake uncovered for 10 

additional minutes or until cheese melts. 

Pony Shoe Casserole 
(right) 

Speedy Seafood Gumbo (below) 
3 C. water, divided 
1 T. butter 
1/4 tsp. salt 
1 C. uncooked instant rice 
4 (10-3/4-oz.) cans condensed 

chicken gumbo soup, 
diluted 

1 lb. frozen, cooked shrimp, peeled 
and de veined 

1 (10-oz.) pkg. frozen cut okra 
1 (8-oz.) pkg. imitation crabmeat, flaked 
1 T. dried minced onion 
1 tsp. Cajun seasoning 
1/2 tsp. garlic powder 

In a small saucepan, bring 1 C. of water, butter and salt to a boil. Stir in rice, cover 

and remove from heat. Let stand for 5 minutes. Meanwhile, in a Dutch oven or soup 
kettle, combine the soup, shrimp, okra, crab, onion, Cajun seasoning, garlic powder and 
remaining water. Bring to a boil. Reduce heat; cover and cook over medium heat until 
heated through. Stir in cooked rice. 
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Curator Rogers Kaufman proudly poses 

amongst a collection of telephones from 

the 1890s to the 1970s. 

Nestled in the quiet town of Gridley 
is a collection commemorating over 

a century of rural telecommunication. 
More than an assortment of phones, it 
offers a look back to life in a small, mid- 
western town. 

“We had all these telephones and 
we wanted to do something with them. 
We didn’t want to burn them or throw 
them away,” curator and former owner 
of Gridley Telephone Company Rogers 
Kaufman explains. The collection of a 
lifetime of an independent telephone 
company had accumulated in the 
company’s basement, but it could be put 
to better use on public display. A not- 
for-profit organization, the Telephone 
Museum Foundation of Gridley, was 
formed from donations and grant money 
from state and independent telephone 
companies. 

Museum visitors enter a re-creation 
of the telephone company’s office as it 
looked in 1920. In the “lobby” stands a 
wooden phone booth, double-walled for 

privacy, along with a bench for custom¬ 
ers to wait their turn on the phone or to 
talk to an operator. Local calls were free 
to customers (a 10 cent value). Many 
chose to come into the office to use the 
phone booth because it afforded privacy 
while at home they were on party lines 
that could be eavesdropped. 

“They had party lines. In the coun¬ 
try there would be 10 or 12 on a line, so 
if you’re talking business or to your girl¬ 
friend, you’d come in here and use this 
phone instead of letting your neighbors 
listen to you. It’s amazing, for many that 
was their pastime,” Kaufman laughs. 

For curator Kaufman and volunteer 
tour guide Carol Flesher the museum 
displays their families’ histories. Carol’s 
father, Charles Hoobler, owned Gridley 
Telephone Company from 1914-1970, 
and photos in the collection show him 
at work beside a telephone truck, and 
on a bed beside the switchboard when 
he was the night operator. Kaufman 
spent years installing telephone systems 
across the US. for Kellogg Switchboard 
& Supply Co. before returning home to 
Gridley and purchasing the telephone 
company in 1970. Until a few years 
ago, his son owned the company and 
Flesher’s son still works there. 

It is with a great deal of delight and 
pride these two guide visitors through 
the collection. They chuckle while tell¬ 
ing anecdotal explanations of many of 

by Jen Danzinger 

the items in the museum, such as the 
pickle pickers or the 1935 payroll for 
operators. Their recollections bring alive 
Gridley’s history for the nostalgic as well 
as the uninitiated. 

Tour groups often visit, including 
the Red Hat Society and school chil¬ 
dren from nearby Bloomington. Flesher 
beams as she recalls the many children 
who have passed through the museum. 
“They’ll ask intelligent questions on 
how things work, or what the lightning 
arrestors were for, but they don’t even 
know how to dial a rotary phone.” 

A big hit is the working 1946 Kel¬ 
logg Universal two position switchboard 
and magneto telephones. With a little 
instruction, visitors can place calls to 
other telephones within the museum 
and learn how fast-paced the job was for 
a switchboard operator. 

Plan your trip today! 
Gridley Telephone Museum 
318 N. Center St., Gridley, IL 61744 

Admission: Donation 

Open mid-March through December 
Mon.-Fri.: 1 p.m. - 4 p.m. 
Sat.: 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Phone first! 309-747-3177 
Guided Tours of 10 or more people: 
309-747-4118 

www.telephonemuseumofgridley.com 



MARKETPLACE 

First Street Restaurant Equipment 
used slicers, tenderizers, grinders, 
meatsaws, ss sinks, tables. New and 
used cooking equipment, pottery 
wheels and kilns. 2615 So. First, 
Springfield, 217-522-3934, 217-971- 
8592. 

Lake Weed and Algae Control. 
The Natural Way. No chemicals. 
Live bacteria, biological method. 
Proven product. Guaranteed results. 
Affordable. Controls all Aquatic 
Vegetation. Dissolves black muck 
and eliminates rotten egg odor. One 
application lasts 12 months-plus if 
applied early. 309-826-8444. 

Vacation cabins-OhiO River, Shawnee 
National Forest, Elizabethtown, 1L. 
Cedar Hill River Cabins, Ohio River 
National Scenic Byway, www.cedar 
hillriverresort.com. 888-304-6319. 

4' white pine trees, delivered, planted, 
mulched. $59.50 per tree. Buy 10 get 
1 free. Call for other sizes, varieties or 
shades. Price may vary depending on 
geographical location. Call 217-886- 
2316. 

Work Clothes- Save 75% on quality 
work clothes. 6 pants + 6 shirts 
$39.95 men’s jeans 5 pr $25.00. Lined 
work jackets $9.95 since 1968. 1-800- 
233-1853. Satisfaction guaranteed! 
www.usedworkclothing.com. 

America's Oldest & Largest Rare Breed Hatchery 
FREE COLOR CATALOG 

Over 140 varieties of Baby Chicks, Bantams, 
Turkeys, Guineas, Peafowl, Game Birds, 
Waterfowl. Also Eggs, Incubators, Books, 
Equipment and Medications. 

Call 1-800-456-3280 
(24 hours a day) 

Murray McMurray Hatchery, 
Cl32, Webster City, Iowa 50595-0458 
Website: http://www.mcmurrayhatchery.com 

Farm - Industrial • Commercial 
25 Year Warranty on Roof & Walls; 

Prices F.O.B. Mfg. Plants; 
Seal Stamped Blue Prints; 
Easy Bolt Together Design. 

PRICES INCLUDE COLOR SIDES 
& GALVALUME ROOF 30’x 50’x 10’ $8,600 

40’x 60’x 12’ $11,500 
60’x 100’x 16’ $26,975 
80’ x 100’ x 16’ $34,790 
100’ x 150’ x 16’ $59,995 (Local codes may affect prices) 

Arena Special 
(roof & frame) 

100’x 100’x 14 ...$31,999 

STEEL BUILDING SYSTEMS 
Fax: 940-484-6746 email: info@rhInobIdg.com 

Website: http://www.RHINOBLDG.COM 

Toll Free 1-888-320-7466 

Wanted to buy: Standing timber. All 
species. Pay top price. Clear or select 
cut. Call 815-434-4141. 

Wanted: Indian artifacts of all kinds. 
Free appraisals. 309-543-3847 
evenings or leave a message. 

Authorized Rainbow distributor. 
Repairs, supplies and service. Living 
air purifiers. L&L Distributing, 116 S. 
VanBuren St., Newton, IL 62448. 
618-783-3755. 

Open pollinated seed corn. Out 
produces hybrids for silage. Leafy, 
sweet stalks for grazing. High feed 
value grain. $37/Bu. 217-857-3377. 

Fiberglass corrugated, 26-inch wide. 
8-10-12 foot long. 8 ft.-$5. 12 ft.-$8. 
Large supply, all colors. Dongola, IL. 
618-827-4737. 

Illinois Consulting Foresters, Inc. 
Timber Sales-Forest Management. 
We work for the landowner. 
www.illinoisconsultingforesters.org. 
Ph. 877-225-0574. 

Custom saw-milling: Your logs cut to 
order on a wood-mizer saw-mill. One 
or more. Anna, IL. 618-833-5886. 

Midwest Bird and Animal Swap 
& Sale. March 30 and April 27 
at Monroe County Fairgrounds, 
Waterloo, IL from 5:30 to Noon. 
618-939-6809. 

Central Illinois properties wanted: 
farms, land, gas stations, liquor 
stores, Victorian homes, B&Bs, 
motels and lake houses. We have 
buyers! Our#l Web site receives 2.4 
million visits monthly! 12 annual 
catalogs reach 250,000+! See our 
157 brochure racks! Advertising in 
1100 periodicals including Wall 
Street Journal! Realtor affiliates 
for Progressive Farmer & Ducks 
Unlimited! Call Broker Jerry 
Grodesky 217-386-4220. United 
Country Farm and Lake Houses. 
www.farmandlakehouses.com 

Paying cash for older Falstaff, 
Hyde Park, Griesedieck, etc. beer 
signs Wurlitzer, Seeburg, Rockola 
jukeboxes, Fender, Gibson, Martin 
guitars. 636-566-6178 

Grass Fed Beef: No grain, just grass 
- all natural. Lean, tender, nutritious 
and delicious. Available now. Call 
Penny 618-586-2488 or e-mail beef® 
flying-s.com. 

Fast-Growing Trees 
for windbreak, screen and shade 

Green Rocket 
Hybrid Cedar® 
(Thuja Plicata x Standishii) 

• Evergreen - grows 3 ft. 
or more per year. 

• Use for year-round 

privacy screens and 
windbreaks. 

Green Rocket at four years, three 
months growth from 24" transplants 

Also available 
Other fast-growing 
trees and shrubs 
Some grow up to 6 ft. per year 

Fast-Growing Hardwoods 
For timber investment plantations 

Skyrise™ 
(Hybrid Salix) 

• Grows 5 ft. or 
more per year. 

• Thrives in wet sites 

• Use for wind¬ 
breaks/wind 

diversion, property 
barrier, privacy/ 
visual screens or 
shade. 

Skyrise screen style at 15 
months 

Call toll-free 888-749-0799 
For FREE color brochure or to place an order 

V 
ADVANCED TREE TECHNOLOGY 
12818 Edgerton Rd. New Haven, IN 46774 • Toll-free 888-749-0799 • www.advancedtree.com y 
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Gulf Shores Beach Condo. 2BR/2BA/ 
WD/Pool/Elevator. On the beach. 
www.ourgulfbeachcondo.com 
636-477'1099 for more info. 

Shawnee Cabins: Garden of Gods, 
Rim Rock, Pounds Hollow Lake. On 
scenic byway. Hike, fish, relax. Nice 
cedar decor, kitchen, air, satellite, 
everything provided but food. 
www.rimrocksdogwoodcabins.com. 
618-264-6036 

Wanted to buy: Standing timber, most 
species. Pay top prices. Call 217-285- 
2760. 

Cave in Rock Motel: You ’re missing 
out on a great deal for hunters and 
other outdoor people all year long 
except October and November. $30 
per day. Even special rate for whole 
weeks. Phone: 618-289-3296. 

Guest House Vacation Rental. 
Elizabethtown, IL. 2BR, 2Bath. 
Overlooking Ohio River. Near 
Garden of the Gods/Shawnee Forest. 
www.Hardincountyhluehouse.com 
618-876-9118. 

Miners General Store. 414 Park 
Street, Sesser, IL 62884. 618-625- 
6416. Candles, primitives, quilts, tin 
wares, bridal registery. Mon - Sat. 
10 a.m. - 6 p.m. 

Wanted to buy: sassafras leaves, 
Mullein, wild cherry, Sumac, 
Blackhaw, other harks. Ginseng, 
goldenseal, other roots, leaves, herbs. 
Pricelist. 618-282-3267 

For Sale: 68,000 square foot prime 
commercial lot in north Normal. 
Ready to build 4.75 square foot. Call 
309-242-1507 

Whitetail deer for sale. Does, fawns 
(weaned or for bottle feeding). 
Makes great pet. Coop’s Creek deer. 
217-734-2845. 

Texas Longhorns for sale. Known 
for lean meat with very low choles¬ 
terol and they will keep your pasture 
mowed! Rosalie Brackebusch. 217- 
438-3117. 

Dale’s Tree Trimming, removal. 
Fully insured. Also, stump removal. 
Over 20 years experience. Eldorado. 
618-273-6536 

Two Rivers Tree and Brush 
Management. Tree shearing, grapple 
work, pasture clearing, field edge cut¬ 
back hedge post sales. 309-224-0232, 
217-430-2835 

One-acre country lots for sale. 
One mile from Marion. Good 
neighborhood. 618-997-2644, 
618-889-5787 (cell) 

How to place an ad: 

1) Type or print ad neatly. 

2) Count words. Cost is $30 for up to the first 20 words. $1.50 each additional 
word. Ads with insufficient funds will not be printed. 

3) Prepayment is required. Include check or money order with ad for amount due. 
Also include address label from Illinois Country Living or other proof of Illinois 
electric cooperative membership. Only members of Illinois electric cooperatives 
may place Marketplace ads. 

4) Mail to: Illinois Marketplace, P.O. Box 3787. Springfield, IL 62708, by 
deadline. 

Deadlines: June issue - April 21; 
July issue - May 20. 

We reserve the right to reject any advertisement. Ads postmarked after the deadline will be placed 
in the next available issue. 

Advertising in 

Illinois 
Country 

Living 
Predates 

Results 

Why advertise with Illinois Country Living? 
• Advertisers stay for extended periods of time because readers • 36 percent save an ad for future reference, 

bring them results. • Largest downstate monthly publication. 
• 60 percent of our readers use ads as reference when making • For more than 60 years, providing information on rural issues, 
purchases. • 156,000 Circulation 

Contact Lisa Rigoni at 

lrigoni@aiec.coop or 

217-241-7953 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 
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Corporate Office: 
Prairie du Chien, Wl 53821 1-608-326-6041 (19 Models) 

2700 SE 16th St., Ames, IA 50010 1-515-233-9617 (7 Models) \ 
2570 Barnette Ave. Salix, IA 1-712-946-7000 (11 Models) 

7101 Hwy 61 S., Burlington, IA 52601 319-754-6100 (11 Models) 
3181 Joliet Ave., Missouri Valley, IA 51555 (5 Models) 

1180 E. Price St., Eldridge, IA 52748 (8 Models) 

Open Mon-Fri 9-5 pm, 
Sat 9-4 pm, Sun 1-4 pm 

1-800-627-9443 

Design your own 
floorplan at no 

Visit our website at: 
designhomes.com 

We’re so confident you’ll love it, we’ll let you - 

TRY OUR DR® FIELD 
and BRUSH MOWER 
for 6 MONTHS 
RISK-FREE! 
We’re so sure you'll love it, we’re willing to 
extend to you this unusual invitation to use 
our self-propelled, walk-behind brush cutter 
on your property! If it’s not the hardest- 
working, most durable, 
easiest-to-use machine for 
clearing fields and brush that 
you’ve ever used, we’ll take it back 
and issue a full refund! 

CLEAR & MAINTAIN meadows, 

Get a FREE DVD and Catalog 
with complete details including model specifications, IOW, 

direct prices, and your 6-Month Risk-Free Trial guarantee! 

£ELEL 1-888-213-1201 
Or visit: www.DRfieldbrush.co 

pastures, roadsides, fencelines,■ walking 
paths with ease! 

CUT tall grass, weeds, brush, 
brambles - even saplings up to 
2-1/2" thick! 

CHOP/MULCH most 

everything you cut! 

NEW powerful TOW-BEHIND models 
also available! Mow while you ride on your 

ATV or lawn tractor! 

COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL • SHOP * FARM 

40 x 50 x 10 = $8,437.00 
40 x 60 x 12 = $9,362.00 

50 x 100 x 12 = $16,832.00 
60 x 80 x 14 = $16,956.00 

100 x 150 x 14 (M-1) = $45,820.00 
ALL SIZES MINI-STORAGE! 

CALL TODAY FOR BUILDING QUOTE! 

1 -800-509-4949 
www.acGessibletaciildings.com 

POND & LAKE LINERS 

Custom Sizes • Reinforced Material 

$.39/SQ. FT. or Less 
• STRENGTH • 

• COMMITMENT • 
• GUARANTEED CONTAINMENT • 

FUTURE STEEL BUILDINGS 
Do-It-Yourself Steel Buildings 

Ideal For: 
• Recreational Use 

ioat Storage 

!!! K 
" il Equipment Storage 

3arage/Shop 
PWC/Snowmobile 

J   

1 30-year perforation warranty 
' Full technical support from start to finish 
> Fully customized to meet your needs 
1 Factory-direct savings 

Our building consultants are ready to take your call 
Call Toll Free _ -.---Ask 
Today for a 4 flflll flflll Elll for 

Farm Tours 
HAWAII 
4 Islands>l5 days 

The Best Escorted Vacation You'll Ever Find! 

Maui, Oahu, Kauai and Hawaii... 
Departs Mondays and Thursdays in January 2009, Includes 
Inter island airfare. Hawaiian owned hotels, transfers, and 
baggage handling. Escort on each island. Staying in Oahu, 
Hawaii (Kona & Hilo), Maui and Kauai. Sightseeing includes 
Honolulu City Tour with Pearl Harbor, Volcano National Park, 
Kona Coffee Plantation Tour, Parker Cattle Ranch Museum, 
Orchid Nursery, Macadamian Nut Factory Tour, Wailua Riverboat 
Cruise, Fern Grotto, Oceanic Fish Farm, Plus more as listed in 
brochure. So call today and make your reservations. 
*Air Fare extra and starts at $800 p.p. 

Carefree Vacations Since 1967 

Your Man Tours 
Call for free brochure 800-888-8204 



Re-experience 
Prairie By Ty Poppenhouse 

the 
State on Foot 

Grab your most comfortable walking shoes or hiking 
boots, throw on a pair of jeans and a light jacket and 

head out the door. Spring means it’s time to go hiking. 
The spring season offers a great opportunity to 

experience some beautiful scenery 
while exploring the Illinois land¬ 
scape. The Illinois Department of 
Natural Resources (IDNR) boasts 
a variety of more than 270 hiking 
trails totaling more than 700 walk- 
able miles. 

We’ve all been sitting cozy in 
front of the TV-away from the win¬ 
dows and draped with our favorite 
blanket letting our legs get used to 
being lazy. Keep that in mind when 
you step out for your first hike. Not 
all of us can jump out of bed the first 
Saturday of nice weather and pump 
out a six-mile hike. We need to work 
our way up to that, and trust me, 
there’s plenty of time. 

Start Slowly 
Whether your goal is to fin¬ 

ish that first three-miler or hike the 
170-mile River-to-River trail by the 
end of autumn, one thing you must 
remember: work your way up! 

If you haven’t been walking long distances, start slow. 
Make your first hike a walk around the neighborhood. 
Once you start feeling comfortable with your body’s 
walking ability, start your search for a local hiking trail. 
You can find trails in Illinois by going to the IDNR Web 
site at www.dnr.state.il.us/lands/Landmgt/Programs/hiking/. 

Plan Ahead 
Know the weather before you head out. Nothing can 

ruin a day hike like an April shower that you didn’t know 
was coming. However, nothing can beat the smell of a 
spring rain when you’re prepared to be smack in the mid¬ 
dle of it with a poncho and some waterproof boots. Illinois 
weather is fairly predictable, but you should still be in the 
know with the forecast to be properly prepared. 

Plan ahead and know where you’re going. If you’re 
leaving the neighborhood for your weekend trek, find a 
map for your destination. If you’re heading to a state park, 
most trails are marked and maintained so you shouldn’t 
have trouble finding your way once you’re on them. You 
should at least know if the trail is a loop or a one way and 
also how long the trail is round-trip. Several books are 
available on hiking trails in Illinois, and most come with 
directions to the trailhead and directions through the trail. 

^ ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 

Learn everything you can about a potential trail and bring 
any helpful material with you. 

Stay Hydrated 
Hydration is a top priority. Becoming dehydrated can 

stop any hiker mid-step. For any 
hike, you should be taking at least 
one liter of water with you. If you’re 
planning on hiking five miles, take 
at least two liters. Use your best 
judgment when deciding how much 
water to take. Remember, even 
though it may be cloudy and not 
very hot, you are still losing water 
as you hike. It’s also a good decision 
to drink a lot of water BEFORE the 
hike as well. Remember, your body 
mass is about 60 percent water - you 
should keep it that way. 

Park Guidelines 
Each park may have its own 

guidelines for hiking on their trails. 
Here are some basic guidelines to 
always remember: 
• Check with park officials ahead of 

time to learn what they want you 
to know. For example, some parks 
close trails periodically for special 
hunts and maintenance. 

• Don't forget to tell someone where you're going and 
when you expect to be back before you head out. 

• Always stay on the designated trail. 
• Whatever goes in with you comes out, even if it's 

biodegradable or food waste. 
• Keep your pets on a leash at all times (this keeps them 

safe and helps keep you on the trail). 

Enjoy Yourself 
Last, use your senses, literally. We often take for 

granted what we expect to get out of a day hike. At first 
thought it's about the views, which can be repetitive and 
lead to boredom, but there's more. We don't always stop 
and think about the changing smells of budding pine and 
blossoming prairie flowers. We also become obsessed with 
the highest view or that waterfall we're hiking to. Don't 
forget about the journey to the destination. 

For more information on hiking and to learn about its 
plentiful health benefits, visit: 

www.AmericanHiking.org. 
www.slackpacker.com/map_il.html 

www. trails.com/stateactivity. asp ?area—10055 
www.thebackpacker.com/trails/il/ 
www.maxtrails.com/states/il.html 

Grab your dog’s leash, dust off your old hiking 

boots and re'discover the joys of a spring hike on 

one of the 270 Illinois hiking trails near you. 



We understand 
farming. 

OF ILLINOIS "M/e Understand" 

Serving Illinois’ 60 southern counties 

Farm Credit Services 

That’s why Farm Credit Services 

serves the agriculture com¬ 

munity so well with specialized 

products that are important to you: 

• Crop Insurance 
• Real Estate Loans 
• Machinery Loans 
• Operating Loans 

Become part of the Farm Credit 

Services family today. Whether 

we’re in the fields with you, or in 

the office for you — 

farming is our life too! 

Call 877.327.6345 
to find a branch near you. 

We’re so confident you’ll love it, we’ll let you - 

TRY OUR DR® FIELD 
and BRUSH MOWER 
for 6 MONTHS 
RISK-FREE! 
We’re so sure you’ll love it, we’re willing to 
extend to you this unusual invitation to use 
our self-propelled, walk-behind brush cutter 
on your property! If it’s not the hardest- 
working, most durable, 
easiest-to-use machine for 
clearing fields and brush that 
you’ve ever used, we’ll take it back 
and issue a full refund! 

CLEAR & MAINTAIN meadows, 
jastures, roadsides, fencelines, walking 
>aths with ease! 
IUT tall grass, weeds, brush, 
>rambles - even saplings up to 
M/2" thick! 
:HOP/MULCH most 
werything you cut! 

NEW powerful TOW-BEHIND models 
also available! Mow while you ride on your 

ATV or lawn tractor! 

Get a FREE DVD and Catalog 
details including model specifications, low, factory- 

and your 6-Month Risk-Free Trial guarantee! 

-1201 
ldbrush.com 

Failing Septic? 
Don't Let'em Dig!!! 

Permanent Fix For Your Old Tired Septic 
Environmentally Friendly! No chemicals! 

carasacceptod 90 Day Money Back Guarantee! 
www.Prolinewastewater.com (512)864-9002 

ADVANTAGE 
STEEL BUILDINGS, INC. 

For The Best Building Package 

At The Absolute Lowest Prices 
Call Today (877) 657-8335 

Or Go Online At 
www.advantagesteelbuildings.com 

30x50x10 $ 6.290 00 

40x60x12 $ 8,975.00 

50x75x14 $13,547.00 

80x120x16 $32,133.00 

We Also Have Mini-Storage Packages 
All Sizes Including Climate Control 

win THE mmvMH wmm WITH 

•3 models cut 20”, 12" and 5” trees in one bite 

• Hitches to fit most tractors and skid steer loaders 

• Built to last with a 24 month warranty 

• Swivel hitch, sprayer and grapple options 

For a free color brochure call or visit our website 

(417) 4584350 • www.treetenxilnator.com 
Grace Manufacturing • Plato, MO 

TIMBERLINE 1/2 LOG CABINS 
RANCH 

jfis 
20 X 20.. 
20 X 30.. 
20 X 40.. 

..$15,900 

..$21,900 

..$25,900 

2 STORY LOFT 
24 X 24.. 
24 X 32.. 
24 X 40.. 

...$18,900 

...$22,900 
..$26,900 

30 X 40 $32,900 
Porch • Deck • 1/2 Log • Pine • 8 Windows • 

Crawl Space (Unfinished Interior) 

Anv sizes available - finish vaurself for even less 

CABIN HOMES & POLE BUILDINGS 
1-800-247-0241 

KENTUCKY I FREE CATALOGUE 

<£<15-^ J^JBUFLDJ^ 1-859-745-0606 

In AH 50 Stoics, America's Best Buy. Since 1986! kstbuild.com 
Isn't it Time 
for your Fun Place... 

*Hob2/l2 20/70 
24x30x8 S4.508 
30x40x8 $6,508 
40x60x10 $10,508 
50x60x12 $14,508 
60x80x12 $20,508 
75x80x14 



DATEBOOK MAY 2 

2-3 v Illinois State Button So¬ 
ciety Annual Show at the Ramada 
Hotel and Spa in Galena. Thousands 
of beautiful antique and modern cloth¬ 
ing buttons from the 17th century to 
modem times on display and for sale. 
309-683-2661. 

2- 3f Black Hawk’s Raid: The 
Fort Under Siege at the Apple River 
Fort State Historic Site in Elizabeth. Ex¬ 
perience the fort as it was more than 100 
years ago as the local militia prepares for 
the battle. The militia will drill, tire and 
recruit at scheduled times throughout 
the day as the women and children dem¬ 
onstrate pioneer skills critical to their 
survival on the frontier. Free. 815-858- 
2028 or www.appleriverfort.org. 

3V Ride the Ups and Downs, a 
one-day bicycle ride on the scenic and 
hilly back roads of Jo Daviess County. 
Four routes available ranging from 22-60 
miles. Color-coded maps, sag service and 
snacks on the route. Register at the Jo 
Daviess/Carroll Area Vocational Center 
in Elizabeth. 815-275-0041 or www. 
elizabeth-il.com/Ride. 

3- 4* The Second Annual 
Route 66 Red Carpet Corridor 
Festival along the scenic Route 66 be¬ 
tween Joliet to Towanda. Enjoy bargain 
hunting, hospitality and good old fash¬ 
ion family fun. Have fun with 90 miles 
of entertainment, garage sales, sidewalk 
sales and yard sales, antiques, car dis¬ 
plays, food, farmers markets, wagon 
rides, festivals, music, historical sites and 
more. Red directional signs will point 
the way. Each community will provide 
its own printed programs of events 
and information. 800-835-2055 or 
www.il66redcarpetcorridor.org 

4j Cinco de Mayo (one day early) 
at Miller Park Zoo in Bloomington. 1 - 
3 p.m. Come celebrate Cinco de Mayo 
with live Mexican music, free chips and 
salsa, pinata games and up close Mexi¬ 
can animal encounters! This special 
event is free with regular zoo admission. 
309-434-2250 or www.millerparkzoo.org. 

Visit our Web site, www.ici.coop. 

3- 1 1 * Plant Addict’s Weekend 
at Murphy’s Gardens in Galena. Browse 
thousands of plants, get advice from 
growers, designers and master gardeners. 
Wander display gardens. Free refresh¬ 
ments. Free. 815-777-4273 or www.mur- 
physgardens.com. 

1 O, Spring Car Corral and 
Festival at the Volo Auto Museum in 
Volo. Buy or sell your collector car here. 
Hundreds of great cars, plus antiques and 
craft vendors, food, music, beer garden 
and more. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. $9 Adults, $7 
Seniors, $5 for Vets and Active Military 
with ID, free for kids ages 5-12, 847-385- 
3644 or www.volocars.com. 

1 Op 3 Blonde Moms at the Raue 
Center for the Arts in Crystal Lake. 
This top-notch, high energy show is jam 
packed and full of hysterical material 
about being a mom, having a mom, hus¬ 
bands, in-laws and more. Staring stand- 
up comediennes Joanie Fagan, Helen 
Keaney and Maryellen Hooper. Perfect 
entertainment for Mother’s Day Eve! 
7 and 9 p.m. Admission: $37 and $34- 
815-356-9212 or www.rauecenter.org. 

1 Op Mississippi Adventure Day 
in Galena. A 7-mile kayak, 3-mile hike 
and 16-mile hike ride. Equipment and 
lunch provided. Registration required 
and limited. 815-776-9425 or www.fe- 
verriveroutfitters.com. 

1 7 P Spring Music on Main on 
the Green Street Plaza in downtown 
Galena. Family fun for all. Dance under 
the stars to live music. Special activities 
for children. Food and beverage avail¬ 
able. Adults $5, ages 13-20 $3, under 12 
free. 815-777-9050 or www.galenacham- 
ber.com. 

23- 25p The 27th Annual 
Mayfest on the historic Campbell 
Center Campus in Mount Carroll. A 
weekend of premier musical entertain¬ 
ment, crafts, children’s activities, a car 
show, food and spirits. 815-244-2411 or 
www.mount.carroll.il.us. 

24- 25p Apple River Fort 
Rocks! - Kids History Fun Days at 
the Apple River Fort State Historic Site 
in Elizabeth. Enjoy a fun-filled day full 
of children’s games and activities. Play 
stump tug, snake in the grass and more 
while learning a little history. 815-858- 
2028 or www.appleriverfort.org. 

24 p 5 th Annual Wine in Bloom 
Open House at Massbach Ridge Win¬ 
ery in Elizabeth. Celebrate spring in the 
vineyard with live entertainment, tours 
of the winery and vineyard, and wine, 
chocolate and cheese tasting. 815-291- 
6700 or www.massbachridge.com. 

31 p Family Health and Fitness 
Fair at Midwest Medical Center in Ga¬ 
lena. Learn how to lead a healthier life¬ 
style. Activities include cooking, dance 
and fitness demonstrations. 815-776- 
7265 or www.midwestmedicalcenter.org. 

31 - 6/1 p The Second An¬ 
nual Kite Festival at the Rec Plex in 
Pontiac. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. Enjoy wonder¬ 
ful free family entertainment featuring a 
visit from the Chicago Kite/Kite Harbor, 
111. Kite Enthusiast Club. In addition, 
several national champion winners will 
be demonstrating their skills. Call 800- 
835-2055. 

To be considered for inclusion, please submit events in the format used above. Preference is given to events sponsored by non-profit 
entities. Submitting an event is not a guarantee of publication. Photos are welcome, but will not be returned unless a self-addressed 
and stamped envelope is provided. Events are subject to change, so please contact the event sponsor for confirmation. 

Deadlines: April 15 for July Events, May 15 for August Events. Mail to: Illinois Datebook, PO Box 3787, Springfield, IL 62708 
E-mail to: cwagner@aiec.coop 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 



JUST GOT THE 

UTILITY BILL 
Many smart homeowners no longer dread receiving their monthly utility bills. That’s 
because they made the switch to geothermal heating and cooling technology. In 

fact, many geothermal system owners see savings up to 70% on their utility bills 
compared to ordinary furnaces and air conditioners— with exceptional comfort. And 
with the costs of electric, natural gas and propane skyrocketing, it’s a smart decision 
now and for years to come. So relax, and take control over those utility bills. For more 
information, contact your local WaterFurnace dealer today or call (800) GEO-SAVE. 

J/F 

YOUR LOCAL WATERFURNACE DEALERS 

Anna Decatur Mt. Vernon Steelville 

Flartline Fltg. & Clg. Design-Air Htg. & Clg. Holloway Htg. & Clg. William’s Heat & Air 

618-833-6802 217-429-1105 • 800-452-7845 618-242-5481 618-965-2040 

Belleville Delavan Murphysboro Sullivan 

Bel-O Sales & Service, Inc. Jeckel Plumbing & Htg. William’s A/C & Htg. Rowland Plumbing & Htg. 

618-235-6626 309-244-8265 618-684-HEAT 217-728-8025 

Sigman Htg. & A/C, Inc. Effingham Pana Taylorville 

618-234-4343 Jansen’s Htg. & A/C Macari Service Center Yard Htg. & Clg. 

Bloomington 217-347-5223 217-562-3631 217-824-4737 

Wm. Masters, Inc. Flora Paxton Thomasboro 

309-662-8481 Electro-Electric Houston Plumbing Hoveln Htg. & Clg. 

Brighton 618-662-4520 800-379-2165 217-643-2125 

Den-Son Inc. Htg. & Clg. Forrest Peru Tuscola 

618-372-8375 Kupferschmid, Inc. Pro’s Htg. & Clg. Triangle Htg. & Clg. 

Canton 815-657-8147 815-223-0715 217-253-5400 

Easley Mechanical Gibson City Petersburg Vandalia 

309-647-3450 Houston Plumbing Collins Plumbing & Htg. Hunter Appliance Htg. & Clg. 

Charleston 800-379-2165 217-632-3670 618-283-3224 

LD Mechanical Contractors, Inc. Goodfield Pittsfield Vienna 

217-345-9633 Hinrichsen Peters Htg. & A/C, Inc. Hartline Htg. & Clg. 

Cissna Park 309-965-2604 217-285-1600 618-833-6802 

Boyce Electric Harrisburg Pontiac Virden 

815-457-2700 William’s A/C & Htg. Kupferschmid, Inc. Snell’s Plumbing & Heating 

L & R Heating and Cooling 618-864-3606 815-842-3812 217-965-3911 

815-457-2097 Lawrenceville Quincy Waterloo 

Cobden 
Davis Heating and Cooling 

Tracy Electric Peters Htg. & A/C, Inc. DeRousse Htg. & A/C, Inc. 

618-943-2243 217-222-1368 618-282-2221 

618-893-2821 Lincoln Red Bud Sigman Htg. & A/C, Inc. 

Collinsville 
Bel-O Sales & Service, Inc. 

Albert Service Htg. & A/C De Rousse Htg. & A/C, Inc. 618-234-4343 
217-735-9990 618-826-4359 Toennies Service Co. 

618-344-3434 Litchfield Salem 618-248-5130 

Columbia Snell’s Plumbing & Htg. Booher Tin Shop Watseka 
Bel-0 Sales & Service, Inc. 

217-324-4560 618-548-1295 R & M Electric 
618-281-8118 Macomb Shelbyville 815-432-4062 

Damiansville Arnold Brothers Htg. & Clg. Macari Service Center 

Toennies Service Co. 309-833-2852 217-774-4214 

618-248-5130 Marion Springfield 
D & C Sheetmetal Collins Plumbing & Htg. 
618-997-6577 217-793-8031 

Smarter from the Ground Up 

ENVISION 
SO EER 5 COP 

visit us at waterfurnace.com | (800) GEO-SAVE 
WaterFurnace is a registered trademark of WaterFurnace International. Inc. 

•Based upon ARI13256-1 (GLHP - Part Load Ratings) 



ahead 

- 3lacK6effy 

Touchstone Energy® 
Cooperatives Co-op 
Connections® 
members 

on Sprint or Nextel 
monthly services. 

LGS Rumor BlackBerry" Pearl' 

www.coopconnectionswireless.com \ 888-700-6721 

Co-op Connections Program 

Discount: Available only to eligible employees subject to employee discount pricing from Sprint. Family members must be invoiced on the same account Discount subject to change 
according to company's agreement with Sprint Discount applies only to monthly service charges. Taxes & Sprint surcharges still apply. May require 2-year subscriber agreement up to 
a $36 activation fee/line, credit approval & deposit: $200 early termination fee/line applies. May not be combinable with other offers. Other terms: Coverage not available everywhere. 
Offers not available in all markets/retail locations or for all phones/networks. Pricing, offer terms, fees & features may vary for existing customers. Other restrictions apply. Nationwide 
Sprint and Nextel National Networks reach over 262 and 274 million people, respectively. © 2008 Sprint Sprint and the logo are trademarks of Sprint. Research In Motion, the RIM logo, 
BlackBerry, the BlackBerry logo and SureType are registered with the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office and may be pending or registered in other countries - these and other marks of 
Research In Motion Limited are used under license. Other marks are the property of their respective owners. 


