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JUST 

UTILITY 
Many smart homeowners no longer dread receiving their monthly utility bills. That’s 
because they made the switch to geothermal heating and cooling technology. In 
fact, many geothermal system owners see savings up to 70% on their utility bills 
compared to ordinary furnaces and air conditioners— with exceptional comfort. And 
with the costs of electric, natural gas and propane skyrocketing, it’s a smart decision 
now and for years to come. So relax, and take control over those utility bills. For more 
information, contact your local WaterFurnace dealer today or call (800) GEO-SAVE. 

YOUR LOCAL WATERFURNACE DEALERS 

Decatur 
Design-Air Htg. & Clg. 
217-429-1105 • 800-452-7845 

Delavan 
Jeckel Plumbing & Htg. 
309-244-8265 

Effingham 
Jansen’s Htg. & A/C 
217-347-5223 

Flora 
Electro-Electric 
618-662-4520 

Forrest 
Kupferschmid, Inc. 
815-657-8147 

Gibson City 
Houston Plumbing 
800-379-2165 

Goodfield 
Hinrichsen 
309-965-2604 

Harrisburg 
William’s A/C & Htg. 
618-864-3606 

Lawrenceville 
Tracy Electric 
618-943-2243 

Lincoln 
Albert Service Htg. & A/C 
217-735-9990 

Litchfield 
Snell’s Plumbing & Htg. 
217-324-4560 

Macomb 
Arnold Brothers Htg. & Clg. 
309-833-2852 

Marion 
D & C Sheetmetal 
618-997-6577 

Ml. Vernon 
Holloway Htg. & Clg. 
618-242-5481 

Murphysboro 
William’s A/C & Htg. 
618-684-HEAT 

Pana 
Macari Service Center 
217-562-3631 

Paxton 
Houston Plumbing 
800-379-2165 

Peru 
Pro’s Htg. & Clg. 
815-223-0715 

Petersburg 
Collins Plumbing & Htg. 
217-632-3670 

Pittsfield 
Peters Htg. & A/C, Inc. 
217-285-1600 

Pontiac 
Kupferschmid, Inc. 
815-842-3812 

Quincy 
Peters Htg. & A/C, Inc. 
217-222-1368 

Red Bud 
De Rousse Htg. & A/C, Inc. 
618-826-4359 

Salem 
Booher Tin Shop 
618-548-1295 

Shelbyville 
Macari Service Center 
217-774-4214 

Springfield 
Collins Plumbing & Htg. 
217-793-8031 

Steelville 
William’s Heat & Air 
618-965-2040 

Sullivan 
Rowland Plumbing & Htg. 
217-728-8025 

Taylorville 
Yard Htg. & Clg. 
217-824-4737 

Thomasboro 
Hoveln Htg. & Clg. 
217-643-2125 

Tuscola 
Triangle Htg. & Clg. 
217-253-5400 

Vandalia 
Hunter Appliance Htg. & Clg. 
618-283-3224 

Vienna 
Hartline Htg. & Clg. 
618-833-6802 

Virden 
Snell’s Plumbing & Heating 
217-965-3911 

Waterloo 
DeRousse Htg. & A/C, Inc. 
618-282-2221 

Sigman Htg. & A/C, Inc. 
618-234-4343 

Toennies Service Co. 
618-248-5130 

Watseka 
R & M Electric 
815-432-4062 

Smarter from the Ground Up ' 
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visit us at waterfurnace.com | (800) GEO-SAVE 
WaterFurnace is a registered trademark of WaterFurnace International, Inc. 
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HARVESTING RENEWABLE ENERGY 
Electric co-ops are trying innovative 
solutions to add renewable energy 
to their power supply. Leaders say 
realistic solutions are possible with 
public/private cooperation instead of 
mandates. 
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Trees, Ire and Electric Lines Don't Mix 
Cooperatives are ramping up right-of-way maintenance 

The past couple years electric utilities and 
cooperatives have been hammered by an unusual 

number of ice storms. Ice storms are our regions 
version of a hurricane. They create widespread 
damage, even worse than tornadoes. 

Water is deceptively heavy and when it is 
frozen to power lines and tree limbs the added 
weight brings it all crashing down. 

Earlier in my career I was the Senior 
Vice President for the subsidiary of an electric 
cooperative. The co-op’s subsidiary provided right- 
of-way maintenance for cooperatives and other 
utilities across the midwest. So my perspective on 
right-of-way maintenance comes from real-world 
examples of what works and what does not work. 

It is clear, in terms of what works, that 
cooperatives do it the right way for the right 
reasons. 

Cooperatives take a very different approach to 
maintaining their rights-of-way. I’m sure that your 
cooperative, as does ours, places an emphasis on 
service and reliability and is willing to take a long¬ 
term approach in order to achieve it economically. 

In other words, your cooperative, because of 
the cooperative business structure, is not interested 
in year-end margins or dividends, but in providing 
the best possible service at the lowest possible 
price. Electric co-ops have been doing this for 

nearly 70 years and plan to 
do it another 70 years. 

Your cooperative’s 
approach to right-of-way 
maintenance depicts this. 
Committing the necessary 
resources to clearing and/or 
spraying the rights-of-way 
to its full legal limits (15 
to 20 feet on either side of 
the line, ground to sky) is a 
clear example. 

This allows your 
cooperative to extend the time required before 
employees or contractors must return and trim 
what God continues to grow. Most cooperatives 
will commit the resources necessary for a five to six 
year rotation. 

The alternative, used too often by those 
interested primarily in year-end margins, is to sim¬ 
ply cut the limbs out of the line that are causing 

"Your cooperative places 
an emphasis on service and 

reliability and is willing to take 
a long-term approach in order 

to achieve it economically." 

the immediate problem. Short-term this is quicker 
and cheaper, but long-term it will require more 
trips, result in more outages, and cost more money. 
Again, cooperatives take a different approach that 
emphasizes stewardship, service and reliability. 

Why is it important for a member of a 
cooperative to understand the process and the 
rationale behind funding it? It’s your cooperative, 
it’s your money, and the reliability of electricity 
affects you. The consequences associated with not 
maintaining rights-of-way correctly are higher rates 
and danger due to electricity escaping through trees 
that are in contact with power lines (yes, trees do 
conduct electricity because of moisture and sap). 

Further consequences are readily seen during 
ice-storms, high winds and other inclement 
weather when the trees that are touching or close 
to power lines cause blinking lights and outages. 
Even when the proper process is followed you may 
still experience an outage. However, the frequency 
and length of those outages will be dramatically 
reduced. With a properly maintained right-of-way 
linemen can get to the lines and poles, which are 
no longer obstructed by vegetation, and restore 
power quickly. This is your cooperative’s goal. But 
they can use your help. 

Please work with your local cooperative when 
notice is given that clearing and/or spraying may be 
taking place in your area. Try to be understanding 
when trees are trimmed under cooperative lines 
that are on your property. Do not plant trees under 
the power lines. Keep areas around meters, trans¬ 
formers or other electrical equipment free of any 
vegetation that could limit access. Finally, let your 
cooperative know if you are aware of trees that are 
in lines or near line equipment - do not attempt to 
remove them on your own. 

Remember the goal of your cooperative is to 
provide safe and reliable electricity at a reasonable 
price. With your assistance and a cooperative 
approach to right-of-way maintenance this is 
attainable. ■ 

Steve Epperson is President/CEO of 
McDonough Power Cooperative, 
Macomb, III. 

The opinions and views of guest commen¬ 
tators are their own and may not represent 
those of the Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives or the electric co-ops of Illinois. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 



Designed for employees, individuals and families. 

Entire Family 
Only 

$59.s.3. 

• Medical 
• Dental 
• Vision 
• Prescriptions 

No restrictions on current health conditions • No limitations on usage 
No age restrictions 

ALSO INCLUDES: 

• Doctor visits • 24 hr. nurse hotline* • Children’s braces 

• Hospitalization* • Eyeglasses • Chiropractic and more 

HEALTHCARE 

Leading The Way 
To Affordable Health Care! 

CALL NOW! 

ATTENTION BUSINESS OWNERS 

Employee Group Healthcare 
is available through our 

PSFH Business Department. 

1-800-716-2863 
A non-insurance solution to healthcare 

This program is not available in all states. Discounts are available only at participating providers and pharmacies. 

30 day cancellation is available in certain states. *Not available in all states. 
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Sales of Compact Fluorescent Lights 
Jump to 20 Percent of Market The sales of Energy Stanqualified compact 

fluorescent lights (CFLs) nearly doubled 
last year, according to the estimates of 
the Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA). In 2007, 290 million CFLs were 
sold, and the energy-saving bulbs now 
account for about 20 percent of the light 
bulb market in the United States. Energy 
Star-qualified CFLs use approximately 75 
percent less energy and last up to 10 times 
longer than traditional incandescent bulbs. 

An Energy Star CEL can save about $30 
or more in energy costs over the length of 
its lifetime. If every U.S. household replaced 

just one light bulb in their homes with a 
CEL, the United States would save more than 

$600 million each year in energy costs and 
prevent greenhouse gas emissions equivalent 
to those of more than 800,000 cars. Go to 

www.energystar.gov for more information or 
contact your local electric co-op. ■ 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 

Charting a New Direction for America's Energy Policy Last December, the Congress 
approved the Energy 

Independence & Security Act. 
The new law puts innovation, 
efficiency and entrepreneurship 
at the top of America’s 21st 
Century energy agenda. Key 
features of this new law include: 

• An Historic Increase in 
Vehicle Fuel Efficiency: 
The centerpiece of the 
new law is a landmark 
requirement—three decades 
in the making—to increase 
the efficiency of cars and 
trucks on American roads. By 
raising average fuel economy 
standards to 35 miles per 
gallon, the United States will 
save about 2 million barrels of 
oil a day by 2025—more than 
America imported from Saudi 
Arabia last year. 

• A Boost for Home-Grown 
Biofuels: The new law 

invests in rural America 
and improves our energy 
security at the same time, 
by increasing the amount 
of renewable fuel in U.S. 
gasoline supplies to 36 billion 
gallons in 2022—enough to 
replace another million bar¬ 
rels a day of imported oil. 

• Economy-Wide Efficiency 
Solutions: Experts have 
called the new law the most 
sweeping energy efficiency 
legislation ever enacted. 
Thomas Edison’s 1880s-era 
lightbulh will be replaced with 
new technologies. Common 
household appliances, from 
clothes and dishwashers, to 
refrigerators and freezers, 
will meet new energy-saving 
standards. 

9 Greenhouse Gas Reductions 
Through Innovation: The 
new law makes a commitment 

to research, development 
and demonstration of new 
technologies that will help 
cut greenhouse gas emissions. 
It invests in carbon capture 
and sequestration, a key tech¬ 
nology for addressing the 
threat of global warming. It 
promotes research on new 
vehicles, batteries, biofuels, 
building technologies and 
many other promising areas 
for clean energy development. 

• Green Collar Jobs for 
America’s Working Families: 
The new law makes it a 
national priority to train 
America’s workers for new 
jobs in emerging energy tech¬ 
nology fields. It will provide 
training opportunities so that 
Americans of all ages, income- 
and education-levels have a 
chance to pursue opportunities 
in the green energy economy. ■ 

Locating the nearest healthcare services to your home in Illinois 
is about to become as effortless as a click of the computer mouse. 

Health-E Illinois is a free online service that helps to quickly find 
hospitals, doctors' offices, nursing homes, pharmacies, specialists, sup¬ 
port groups, medical information and many other health care services 
throughout the state. Its comprehensive directory is easily searchable 
by location, providers, services, specialty and health issues or diseases. 
To access the Health-E Illinois database go to: http://apps.nlm.nih. 
gov/medlineplus/local/illinois/homepage.cfm?areaid=32. ■ 

Health-E Illinois 



FCC and USDA Launch New Rural 
Broadband Web Site For those in rural America looking 

to bring the benefits of broadband 

services to their communities go to 

http://wireless.fcc.gov/outreach/ 

ruralbroadband. This “Broadband 

Opportunities for Rural America” 

Web site makes available the exper¬ 

tise and resources of the FCC and 

USDA in a single, easily-accessible 

location. The site provides instruc¬ 

tions on how to locate companies 

already licensed to provide wireless 

services in or near specific rural 

communities, as well as helpful links 

to other government and private 

resources related to encouraging 

broadband opportunities in rural 

America. ■ 

Co-op Members Save $230,000 
on Prescriptions in January 
Touchstone Energy® has just received 

impressive numbers capturing co-op 

members' utilization of the phar¬ 

macy discount attached to the Co-op 

Connections card. In the month of 

January alone, co-op members flashed 

their cards nearly 17,000 times 

at 2,200 pharmacies nationwide, 

resulting in savings of more than 

$230,000. 

A member of United Cooperative Services (Cleburne, 

Texas), sums up the impact of the savings the card delivers: “Thank you for 

the Co-op Connections card. I used it for a prescription that usually costs $167 

but now costs $142. That might not sound like a lot of money, but I don't have 

insurance so every penny saved is a blessing.” ■ 

—op Connections Card 

The Touchstone Energy* 

^“operatives of IIhnois 

Illinois Audubon Society 
Going Green This Spring The Illinois Audubon Society will be utilizing green 

technology for its heating and cooling system when it 

completes its headquarters this spring. The society's new headquarters, located 

in Springfield, will have a model geothermal heating and cooling system 

installed along with a solar lit parking lot to increase efficiency. 

The not-for-profit Illinois Audubon Society was recently granted $7,165 

by the Illinois Clean Energy Community Foundation for the new geothermal 

system. This grant compliments the $24,000 it received in 2006 for energy 

efficient engineering and architectural design. 

Geothermal systems are extremely efficient, using 25 percent to 70 percent 

less energy than conventional heating and cooling systems to operate. Absorbing 

natural heat from the ground as opposed to outside air, geothermal pumps can be 

used for heating, air conditioning, and in most cases, hot water. 

Interested in installing a geothermal heat pump for your 

organization? Visit www.energystar.gov for 

more information. ■ 

KILL LAKE WEEDS 
Proven AQUACIDE PELLETS 

destroy unwanted underwater weeds. 
Marble sized pellets. 
"Spread it and Forget it!" 

Effectively kills weeds 

at any depth. 

Registered with the 
Federal Environmental 
Protection Agency. 

Certified and approved for use by state 
agencies. 101b. can treats up to 4,000 sq.ft, 
of lake bottom, $74.50. 501b. carton 
treats up to 20,000 sq.ft, of lake bottom, 
$289.00. Prices include delivery charges. 
Delivery F.O.B. White Bear Lake, MN. 
State permit may be required. 

CALL TOLL FREE 800-328-9350 
Call 651-429-6742 • Fax 651-429-0563 

Or write for FREE information to: VISA 

AQUACIDE CO. 
Our 53rd year 
1627 - 9th Street, DEPT. 387, Box 10748, 

White Bear Lake, MN 55110-0748 

www.KillLakeWeeds.com • info@KillLakeWeeds.com 
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March Forecasted to be Near to Slightly Warmer Than Normal 
he latest long range climate models and indices point 

to March seeing temperatures that average 

Average March Total 
Heating Degree Days 

near to slightly above normal 

across Illinois. 

Right now it appears that 

the southern third of Illinois 

will see mean temperatures 

that average two to three 

degrees warmer than normal 

while the rest of the state is 

expected to experience closer 

to average temperatures. 

The weak to moderate 

La Nina in the equatorial 

Pacific continues to persist, 

which will likely be one 

of the main influences on 

milder weather affecting por- 

tions of the state. Similar 

La Nina events occurred in the early spring of 1989, 1996 

and 2006 and all three of those years saw March tern- 

peratures across Illinois that averaged close to or above 

normal. 

There are some indications that the NAO (North 

Atlantic Oscillation) may be negative during a good por¬ 

tion of March, which would allow for periods of cooler 

weather across mainly the eastern third of the country. 

March Temperature Outlook 

jgf Above Normal 

| Slightly Above Normal 

| Near Normal 

Slightly Below Normal ejsweather.com 

3] 900 HDD 

800 HDD 

| 1700 HDD 

3] 600 HDD 

500 HDD 

This factor has to be taken into consideration and is the 

reason why more average temperatures are predicted across 

central and northern Illinois. 

The Illinois map this month shows the average total 

number of heating degree days (HDD) that typically occur 

during the month of March. Southern Illinois will likely 

see HDD values this March end up being about 60 to 90 

lower than the average number seen here. ■ 

Grants Available for 
Geothermal Heat Pumps 

Life Crossings Academy in Bloomington was awarded $36,450 from the Geo- 

Alliance program of the Illinois Clean Energy Community Foundation and Com 

Belt Energy. The funding supported the academy’s installation of a geothermal 

heating/cooling system. From left to right are Association of Illinois Electric 

Cooperatives (AIEC) Marketing Administrator Nancy Nixon, Pastor Ed 

Herald, Pastor Beth Herald, State Senator Bill Brady, Life Crossings Academy 

Principal Lyn Mounce and Victory Christian Center Elder Dennis Sinks. Grants 

are still available for other geothermal technology installations in not-for-profit 

businesses and public facilities served by electric cooperatives. Call Nancy at the 

AIEC at 217-241 -7954 for more information. 

Co-ops Help Organize 
Illinois Geothermal 
Heat Pump Association 
A group of interested leaders in the Illinois 

geothermal industry met in Springfield 
early February to lay the plans for for¬ 

mation of an Illinois geothermal heat pump 

association. The meeting was held at the 

Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives 

(AIEC). 

“This is an effort that is long overdue. 

We’ve had so much success in building 

the geothermal industry in our state and 

an association like this has the potential 

to take geo to even greater heights,” said 

John Freitag, AIEC’s Vice President of 

Operations. 

The AIEC is optimistic that the 

association will get underway this spring. 

Please contact John Freitag by e-mail at 

jfreitag@aiec.coop if you have any questions 

or ideas/suggestions for this organization. ■ 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING " www.icl.coop 



High School Juniors Can Win a 
Trip to Washington, D.C. 

who posed abovie in front of the Washington Monument during the 2007 Youth Tour. 

From left are Tisha Thompson, Aaron Sellers, Jana, Brooke Saline and Tiffany Elliot. 

More than 275 students and chap¬ 

erones, representing 27 electric 

and telephone cooperatives are 

expected in Springfield on Wednes¬ 

day, April 9, for Illinois Electric and 

Telephone Cooperative Youth Day 

activities. Throughout the day, stu¬ 

dents will visit the State Capitol, 

where they will meet with their local 

legislators and spend much of the 

morning learning about the legislative 

process and tour the Supreme Court. 

Students will also tour the Abraham 

Lincoln Presidential Museum and 

the Old State Capitol in downtown 

Springfield. 

Following the full day’s schedule, 

several co-ops will be judging the 

participating students to select the 

winners for the “Youth to Washing¬ 

ton” trip. Each co-op will use different 

methods to select its students, so be 

sure to contact your local co-op for 

more information. 

During the week of June 13-20, 

2008, the electric and telephone 

cooperatives in Illinois and across the 

United States sponsor groups of young 

people on the “Youth to Washington” 

program. During the week in the 

nation’s capital, these students get an 

up-close look at democracy in action 

and get to meet with their congressio¬ 

nal delegation and staff. 

The “Youth to Washington” trip 

is a unique experience that offers 

students the opportunity to meet new 

friends, create lifelong memories, and 

have a blast while learning about the 

foundation of our nation. Participants 

return with a deeper respect for our 

country, individual opportunity, and a 

better understanding of the political 

traditions that move America forward. 

It is truly an opportunity of a lifetime. 

Since 1957, hundreds of future 

leaders have been introduced to gov¬ 

ernment and the legislative process 

through this program. Many alumni 

of the program have gone on to lead¬ 

ership positions in our communities 

and government. 

This all-expense paid trip to Wash¬ 

ington, D.C. is well organized with 

good chaperones and is recognized as a 

phenomenal experience for any youth. 

Participants will tour the nation’s capi¬ 

tal, its monuments and museums and 

the battlefield at Gettysburg, PA. 

Last year, more than 60 students 

won trips through 27 electric and tele¬ 

phone cooperatives in Illinois. 

Don’t delay - deadlines are near. 

Take advantage of the opportunity 

your electric or telephone coopera¬ 

tive is offering. If a student is inter¬ 

ested in going on the trip and is not 

selected by a co-op, the cost will be 

$1,100 to join the tour. Interested 

students should contact their local 

co-op for eligibility. 

For more information, contact your 

guidance counselor, local electric coop¬ 

erative or Linda Comstock at 217-241- 

7914 or e-mail at lcomstock@aiec.coop. 

You can also visit our Web site, www. 

aiec.coop. Just click on Youth Programs 

and the link to www.youthtour.coop. If 

you are an alum of the tour, please con¬ 

tact us at the above e-mail address. 

Here is a note from Jana Bonifa- 

cius of Cowden, 111., 2007 participant 

sponsored by Shelby Electric Coop¬ 

erative, “The 2007 ‘Youth to Wash¬ 

ington Tour’ was one of the most 

educational and best experiences of 

my life! Some of my closest friend¬ 

ships resulted from being a part of the 

trip. This trip has truly changed my 

mind on what I want to become when 

I am older. If I could, I would go back 

to Washington, D.C. with the ‘Youth 

to Washington’ kids and do all the 

same things again!” 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • March 2008 



I remember climbing on my great-grandfather 
McCormick’s windmill on the plains of Okla¬ 
homa, you know, the state where the winds come 

sweeping down the plain. Taking a dare to see how 
high you would climb and then playing in the water 
trough below the windmill was good for at least half 
a day of fun. Wind generators still fascinate me. 

For my great-grandfather the windmill was more 
than for fun, although I think he enjoyed watching 
us play on it. No, the windmill was a necessity. 

Today it is essential that we find new ways to 
harness the wind and other renewable forms of en¬ 
ergy. And rural electric cooperatives are uniquely 
positioned to help develop these resources. 

We could talk about biofuels, ethanol and 
biodiesel, and electric cooperatives certainly have 
a role to play in developing the corn and soybean 
fields of Illinois into energy fields. But electric co¬ 
ops are also helping provide innovative solutions 
to harnessing wind, solar, biomass, hydro and geo¬ 
thermal energy. And they are doing it proactively 
without being mandated to do the right thing by 
the state or federal government. Innovation works 
better when it is a choice. 

Sean Middleton, Manager of Engineering for Illinois Rural Electric 
Cooperative, says you can even view the coup’s wind turbine live 
from the co-op’s Web site (www.e'co-op.com or http://pikewindcam. 
e'CO'Op.com/). He adds that the wind turbine has actually become a 
local tourist attraction. 

LfaimiM 
Renewable 
Energy Byjohnlowrey 

Co-ops are fueling the green power 
revolution with innovation 



Co-ops have an advantage when 

it comes to being innovative. They’re 

small. Okay, smallness has its disad¬ 

vantages too. But when you don’t 

have to deal with a large bureaucracy 

of committees and subcommittees on 

top of subcommittees you can make 

decisions and move forward. Also, 

co-ops are close to the ground where 

the rubber meets the road. Local 

people elect other members to serve 

on boards of directors where deci¬ 

sions are made that fit the local needs 

and benefit local people. Oh yes, and 

in rural areas you have lots of wind, 

biomass and room to erect wind gen¬ 

erators. Where else are you going to 

build a wind farm? 

First to tilt at windmills - 
Illinois Rural Electric 

Illinois Rural Electric Co¬ 

operative, Winchester, is a good 

example. It started with a simple 

question. The co-op just asked its 

members, “Should the co-op be 

involved with renewable energy?” 

“The majority said yes, we 

should be involved in some sort 

of renewable energy project,” says 

Sean Middleton, Manager of Engi¬ 

neering for Illinois Rural Electric. 

“That was back in 2003 and it was 

the catalyst.” 

The co-op board and man¬ 

agement asked Middleton to do the 

homework and if it was feasible they 

were willing to build the first wind 
generator in Pike county. Fast forward 

a few years and a lot of work on the 

part of Middleton and others and the 

co-op has a 1.65 megawatt wind gen¬ 

erator producing enough energy to 

serve 500 homes. 

Was it easy? No. First there was 

the money. Although the wind may 

be free, wind turbines of that size cost 

millions of dollars. There was no way 

the co-op could justify the expense 

without plenty of grants and a low 

interest loan. The Pike County board 

had never okayed something like this 

and had some legitimate questions 

and concerns. Then when everything 

seemed to be lining up, the Federal 

1181881 iisis ■ 
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David Stuva, President/CEO 

of Rural Electric Conve¬ 

nience Cooperative, says, 

“Our co-op is taking a pro¬ 

active position on renewable 

energy instead of a reactive 

position as a result of future 

mandates.” Stuva says he 

also considers geothermal 

heat pumps a very cost ef¬ 

fective way for members to 

take advantage of the earth’s 

constant temperature, lower 

electric bills and reduce the 

demand for new energy. 

Aviation Administration called. Uh- 

oh, the 235-foot tall turbine is going 

to be near a flight path. Now what? 

“It seemed like every day we’d 

get a new hurdle thrown at us,” says 

Middleton. “I joked with Bruce Giffin j 

our manager that we were getting to 

be pretty good hurdle jumpers.” 

Perseverance is the other side of 

innovation. 

New wind projects 
Now that Illinois Rural Electric 

has blazed this trail two more co-ops, 

Adams Electric Cooperative, Camp 

Point, and Rural Electric Convenience 

Cooperative, Auburn, are both trying 

to develop similar wind energy projects. 

Perseverance is the other side oi innovation. 

Com Belt Energy, Blooming¬ 

ton, is working with a family owned 

company, AgriWind EEC, that has 

developed a unique four-turbine wind 

farm. AgriWind partnered with John 

Deere Wind Energy to develop the 

project. Energy from the wind farm 

will be purchased by Wabash Valley 

Power Association, the generation 

and transmission (G&T) coopera¬ 

tive serving Corn Belt Energy. Also, 

Horizon Wind Energy contracted 

with Corn Belt Energy to operate 

and maintain the electric system for 

a very large 240 turbine wind farm 

located in the co-op’s service area. 

Wabash Valley Power Asso¬ 

ciation also serves EnerStar Electric 

Cooperative, Paris, and MJM Electric 

Cooperative, Carlinville. The G&.T 

has been very proactive in developing 
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Sean Middleton has started learning a 
little about solar energy with a small 
demonstration unit on his co-op’s build¬ 
ing. “Solar is still pretty pricey and not as 
efficient as the wind turbines,” he says. 

landnll gas generation plants. Using 
the waste methane gas that is pro¬ 
duced by decaying waste in landfills, 
the co-op is producing 25.6 mega¬ 
watts of renewable energy. The good 
thing about landfill gas projects is the 
electricity can be generated 24/7, so 
it is more like traditional coal, gas or 
nuclear generation and unlike wind 
generation, which is only available 
when the wind blows. 

Although renewable energy such 
as wind and solar will help with our 
energy future, to ensure reliability 

base load plants will have to be built 
to match and back up wind turbine 
energy capacity. Also, one of the big¬ 
gest obstacles for large-scale wind 
energy development is transmission 
line capacity that will transmit wind 
energy from rural areas to larger met¬ 
ropolitan areas where it is needed. 

New small hydropower projects 
Hydropower is our country’s larg¬ 

est source of renewable energy, but 
not here in the flatlands of Illinois. 
However two co-ops, Adams Electric 
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Cooperative and Shelby Electric 
Cooperative, Shelbyville, are both 
exploring small hydropower projects. 

Adams Electric would simply be 
a buyer for power produced by three 
turbines that may be installed by the 
city of Quincy next to river locks on 
the Mississippi. There are still a lot of 
environmental, regulatory and other 
hurdles to overcome, but Bill Stalder, 
Manager of Marketing and Member 
Service for the co-op, says, “We think 
it’s a great idea.” The river is an un¬ 
tapped resource and the co-op hopes 
power from the river will someday 
flow to its members. 

At Shelby Electric, President/CEO 
Jim Coleman says they are working 
with their G&T Prairie Power, Inc. to 
develop a small hydropower project at 
the Lake Shelbyville dam. In the future 
Coleman says they may try and work 
with a dairy farm to develop a methane 
digester power project. 

While Coleman is optimistic 
about renewable energy projects like 
this, he is also a realist and he worries 
about unreasonable expectations. 

Coleman says, “I think renewable 
energy is fine as long as the public 
and government do not create un¬ 
reachable expectations. Any energy 
produced must be able to stand on its 
own within a reasonable amount of 
time. Many renewable energy projects 
do not have the science to ever be 
economically acceptable without a 
handout from the government.” 

Coleman says Shelby Electric, 
like many electric co-ops across the 
state, has passed net metering and 
renewable energy policies that will 
make it more economically feasible 
for individual members to invest 
in renewable energy. But he warns, 
“Don’t throw away your hard earned 
money until you know it will be 
worth the investment.” 

co-op plans first minois 
biomass-lueled power plant 

Jo-Carroll Energy, Elizabeth, 
in September announced plans to 
build the state’s first biomass-fueled 
renewable energy power plant. The 
plant would use corn stover and wood 
waste to fuel the 80 megawatts of out- 



put. On top of that the co-op would 

sell steam from the plant to a nearby 

Danisco plant for its industrial pro¬ 

cesses. Waste not, want not. 

Financing and partnerships for 

the plant are still being worked out, 
but Jo-Carroll President/CEO Mi¬ 

chael Hastings, says, “We haven’t hit 

any major hurdles and we think it is 

a good idea for our specific region. 

We are kind of where the cornfields 

hit the timber. We also have river 

and rail access, and we are close to 

Chicago and could dispose of some of 

their wood waste.” 

The new plant would be an 

important part of the co-op’s energy 

supply and help provide power for the 

new members and territory that Jo- 

Carroll purchased from Alliant En¬ 

ergy. “We hope that it will serve as a 

base for relatively stable energy prices 

for the next 20 years,” says Hastings. 

Jo-Carroll also receives power 

from Dairyland Power Cooperative, 

a Wisconsin G&T. Serving a large 

number of dairy farms, Dairyland 

Power has been one of the most 

proactive utilities in the country in 

developing waste-to-energy facilities, 

or as some call it “cow power” plants. 

Each anaerobic manure digester facil¬ 

ity can generate 775 to 840 kW of 

energy. Dairyland’s long-term goal 

is to create up to 25 megawatts of 

renewable “cow power,” enough to 

power 20,000 homes. 

Future power needs 
expensive fo meet 

Whether it is a renewable energy 

project or new coal-powered plant 

electricity is going to become more 

and more expensive to generate. And 

our appetite for energy keeps growing. 

Over just the next 10 years elec¬ 

tricity usage is expected to grow more 

than twice as fast as the committed 

resources available to meet that new 

demand. Combine that increased 

demand for energy with aging infra¬ 

structure retirement and reliability 

problems, concern for global warming, 

the uncertainty of proposed govern¬ 

ment regulation and taxes, increased 

demand for fuel and raw materials 

for power plants world-wide, plus the 

don’t-build-it-in-my-backyard (NIM¬ 

BY) problem and there is one fact that 

is clear—we need all the innovative 

answers we can find to solve our en¬ 

ergy and environmental issues. 

What can you do? 
First, before you even think 

about investing in your own wind 

turbine or solar panel, invest in your 

home’s energy efficiency. The return 

on your energy efficiency investment 

is almost guaranteed. It’ll at least 

beat the stock market right now. Plus 

you’ll be more comfortable. 

One option you should consider 

is a geothermal heat pump. Yes it is 

expensive, but for many homes and 

families it provides a decent return on 

investment with incredible energy sav¬ 

ings, improves your comfort, increases 

property value and, yes, uses renewable 

energy. Because it takes advantage of 

the solar power stored in the earth 

geothermal heat pumps are up to 70 

percent more energy efficient com¬ 

pared to other heat and air systems. 

Call your local electric coopera¬ 

tive and the member service employee 

there can help you with other energy 

efficiency ideas. For example, if you 

need more insulation chances are they 

will recommend cellulose insulation, 

which is the best insulating material 

and made from recycled newspapers. 

If you are really serious about in¬ 

vesting in a wind turbine or another 

renewable energy project, contact 

your local co-op. They have a bro¬ 

chure that can help you work through 

the numbers to see what kind of 

payback the wind turbine will have. 

They can also talk to you about the 

safety and power quality issues that 

need to be addressed when connect¬ 

ing a wind turbine or any generator to 

the power grid. 

Middleton says since the co-op 

put up its wind turbine the site has 

become almost a tourist attraction and 

the co-op has become a local resource 

for wind energy information. “We get 

calls constantly asking us things like 

‘Where do I find out more about it?’ 

We now have a local small wind tur¬ 

bine dealer and there are a lot of good 

Web resources,” says Middleton. 

Middleton says some people just 

want to do it no matter the cost. But 

he says some home units can cost 

$30,000. “These are not cheap. I defi¬ 

nitely encourage people to not only 

double check the wind speeds at their 

site, but also run your own numbers.” 

Some units are just big enough to run 

a hair dryer. So be sure and do your 

homework and have realistic expecta¬ 

tions, he says. 

Wind Energy 
Web Sites 

iddleton suggested the following 

Web sites for more information 

on wind energy. 

• www.windustry.com 

• www.nrel.gov/ 

• www.rurdev.usda.gov/RD/ 

• www.illinoiscleanenergy.org/ 

• www.eia.doe.gov/cneaf/solar. 

renewables/page/wind/wind.html 

• www.commerce.state.il.us/dceo/ 

Bureaus/Energy_Recycling/ 

• www.elpc.org/ 

• www.awea.org/ 

• www.eere.energy.gov/windand 

hydro/windpoweringamerica/ 

wind_maps.asp 

• www.iira.org/ 

• www.windonthewires.org/ 

• www.nationalwind.org/ 
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Poisons Lurking Around Your Home 
Why you should always read and follow pesticide label directions 

All DANGER labels 
will contain a note to 
physicians outlining 

treatment and listing 
an antidote, if one is 
available; important 

information to take with 
you to the emergency 

room, in case of 
accidental poisoning. 

In honor of the coming lawn season, I did a bit of 
research on reading labels; and learned quite a bit 

in the process. 
For instance, all pesticide labels contain the 

statements, “It is a violation of federal law to use 
this product in a manner inconsistent with its 
labeling,” and, “Keep Out of Reach of Children.” 
Go ahead, check a few containers. I did. 

In addition, there is a signal word on the label 
telling how dangerous the product is to humans. 
DANGER is the highest, it means highly toxic. 
WARNING is defined as moderately toxic. 
CAUTION is the lowest, or slightly toxic. 

Under the Precautionary Statements section 
you will hnd information on how to protect the 
individual applying the product and any others that 
may be exposed, including pets. Read this section 
carefully. 

Make note of the Statement of Practical 
Treatment, as it contains information on 
what to do in case of an accidental poisoning. 
All DANGER labels will contain a note to 
physicians outlining treatment and listing an 
antidote, if one is available; important infor¬ 
mation to take with you to the emergency room, 

in case of accidental poisoning. 
In fact, always take the label 
with you if accidental poisoning 
occurs, even for products labeled 
WARNING or CAUTION. 

Another item listed under the 
Precautionary Statements is the 
Environmental Hazards Statement. 
It warns of potential dangers to the 
environment. Some may choose to 
skip this section, but the first time 
you kill off the goldfish in your 
water garden or cripple your crop 
of tomatoes, you will understand 
why I highly recommend reading 
this information. Also, setback 
guidelines (how far away from a 
specific site you must be before 
applying the product) will be out¬ 
lined here. 

The Directions for Use heading is where you 
will find the misuse statement mentioned above 
(“It is a violation of federal law inconsistent 
with its labeling”). In simple terms, it makes you 

responsible for use of the product. On a bigger 
scale, the courts generally recognize the label as a 
binding contract, requiring you to use the product 
exactly as directed. If you do not, you are using the 
product illegally. 

What is the main reason to read the Directions 
For Use section? It tells you what pests are con¬ 
trolled by the product, mixing or dilution rates, 
application rates, equipment you will need for 
application, how often to apply, etc. Basically, it 
tells you how to use the product successfully. Good 
information to know from the beginning. It is 
always frustrating to discover after the fact that you 
now have to wait 14 days before eating any of those 
apples on your tree. 

Pay special attention to the Re-entry or 
Restricted Entry Statement. It explains how 
long to wait after application before entering a 
treated area. It typically provides the same infor¬ 
mation for pets, if necessary, too. If a statement is 
not provided, the legal interval is assumed to be 
when sprays are dry (liquid application) or dust is 
settled. 

Another section to read carefully is Storage 
and Disposal. Proper storage of the product is 
important it you plan on using the product again. 
Disposal of leftover product is best accomplished 
at a Household Hazardous Waste collection site. 
Contact your local municipality to see if your com¬ 
munity hosts such an event. If they do not, contact 
your Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to 
locate the nearest collection site. 

If you have a container with the label partially 
missing, worn off, etc. search for it at greenbook. 
net. This site contains labels for all agriculture, turf 
and ornamental products. 

I know it is time consuming, and sometimes 
requires a magnifying glass, but it really is worth 
the extra five minutes of time to read the label on 
a product. In fact, doing it before you purchase the 
product might save you time, money and another 
trip to the store. ■ 

Jodie Tate, Natural Resources Mgt. 
Educator, University of Illinois Extension 
Springfield Center, PO Box 8199, 
Springfield, IL 62791, (217) 782-6515, 
jotate@uiuc.edu. 
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High Utility Bills Getting You Down? 
Let ClimateMaster Geothermal Heating and 

Cooling Systems Cure Your Pain 

Check out 
these advantages 

in' Uses nature’s renewable energy 

O' Save up to 70% on heating costs 

B?' Comfortable and quiet 

or Clean and safe - no carbon monoxide 

UK Free hot water 

at Tax credits in 2006 

Contact your local dealer for more information 
Auburn, IL Carbondale, IL Elburn, IL Paxton, IL 

Lonnie L Winn Heating Jacobs Air Conditioning J R Herra, Inc. L & R Heating & 
& Cooling & Heating, Inc. 630-365-6266 Cooling, Inc. 

217-438-1235 618-529-2989 
Jerseyville, IL 

217-379-3191 

Carbon Cliff, IL Champaign, IL Vanausdoll Heating Pekin, IL 

Swanson Mechanical Lanz Heating & Cooling & Cooling Central Heating & A/C 

309-373-4773 217-202-6858 618-498-4349 309-696-9080 

Dubuque, IA Marion, IL Taylorville, IL 

All Season’s Heating Ponder Service, Inc. Yard Heating & Cooling 

& Cooling, Inc. 618-977-8900 217-824-4737 

563-582-2584 
Newark, IL 
Newark Mechanical 

Villa Grove, IL 
R C Plumbing & Heating 

CUMATEMASTER 815695 1467 
Quality Geothermal Heating, Cooling and Hot Water WWW.climatemaster.com 

217-832-9744  ... 



Azaleas and Rhododendrons Done Right 
Picking the right ornamental shrub for your garden 

Growing certain plants in Illinois can be difficult, 

c 

"Success with rhadadendrcns 
and azaleas comes 

down to two things - 
the correct hardiness and 

correct planting." 

depending on your location. Our friends in the 

southern tip can do well with many things that 

our northern counterparts only dream about. On 

the other hand, Douglas hr, blue spruce and most 

birches do better in the northern part of the state. 

Which only goes to prove that summer’s heat 

can be just as positive or negative as winter’s cold, 

depending on where you’re located. 

And that brings us to azaleas and rhododen¬ 

drons, the classic spring flowering shrubs noted 

for their masses of purple, white, orange or pink 

colored blossoms. You can find plants growing 

throughout the state, but maybe not the same 

plant. It’s sort of like the hydrangea issue. 

Technically, all azaleas are rhododendrons, but 

not all rhododendrons are azaleas. That’s because, 

technically, rhododendron is the scientific name of 

the plant. 

But if we still want to get technical, there is a 

difference between the common azalea and com¬ 

mon rhododendron. 

For the most part, but not always, rhododen¬ 

drons tend to have shiny, glossy, leathery green 

leaves that are somewhat evergreen, at least staying 

on through most winters. Azaleas, on the other 

hand, tend to be more of an olive green, fuzzy and 

deciduous, turning some¬ 

where between a yellow and 

burgundy wine color in the 

fall before dropping off the 

plant. 

Again, for the most 

part. We have deciduous 

rhododendron and evergreen 

azaleas. 

What really separates 

the two is the number of 

stamens in the flowers - rhododendrons have 10 

and azaleas have five. 

Stamens, the male parts of the flowers, are easy 

to identify as rhododendrons and azaleas only have 

one pistil, or female part. 

By and large, azaleas tend to be hardier than 

most rhododendrons, probably because there’s less 

winter inj ury to azaleas because they are void of 

leaves. 

There are literally pages and pages of rhododen¬ 

dron and azalea cultivars, with flower colors from 

blood red to red to pink to orange to yellow to 

cream and white. 

There seems to be more emphasis on azaleas at 

garden centers and nurseries, probably due to their 

wider range of hardiness, portability and seemingly 

less transplant problems, though the latter is more 

of an urban myth. 

Of all the azalea series, probably the Northern 

Lights series sees the most action. The Northern 

Lights group is noted for being cold-hardy to -30 

degrees E, which means you can practically guaran¬ 

tee bloom year after year in Illinois. Most of the 

cultivars end in “Lights” such as Mandarin Lights, 

Orchid Lights, Golden Lights and White Lights. 

Of the rhododendrons, the P.J.M. is the 

hardiest, with pink-purple flowers blooming even 

into Canada. There are all sorts of various crosses 

and cultivars related to the P.J.M. that are cold 

hardy. 

Success with rhododendrons and azaleas comes 

down to two things - the correct hardiness and cor¬ 

rect planting. 

Rhododendrons and azaleas like an acid soil 

that is well drained. Give them those two criteria 

and they will go to town. 

It’s easy to acidify a soil. Just add sulfur-related 
compounds. 

Root rots occur with regularity on azaleas and 

rhododendrons and it’s related to a heavy soil that 

stays wet and doesn’t allow oxygen around the 

roots. Unfortunately, the symptoms cause home¬ 

owners to do the opposite of what’s needed. 

Root rots will cause the leaves to fold under 

and look wilted. So what do gardeners do? They 

water more, which just makes the situation worse. 

To avoid all this, consider digging the hole at 

least two to three times as wide as the root ball, but 

only one-half deep. Plant the specimen, bringing 

in soil from another part of the garden to gradually 

slope away from the stem, creating a little mound 

or berm. This way, it becomes more difficult, but 

not impossible, to over water. ■ 

David Robson is an Extension Educator, ■ 
Horticulture, at the Springfield Extension lir m 
Center, University of Illinois Extension, 3. A' .-wr pi 
P.0. Box 8199, Springfield, IL 62791. iHp* v'' vA'® 
Telephone: 217-782-6515. ill' v M 
E-mail: drobson@uiuc.edu. ip * ” ■ 
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Builders, Inc. 
QUALITY IS AFFORDABLE 

New 2008 Sundancer DX24 Pontoon 
Tri-Log, Overhead 

Sundeck, Hydraulic 
Steering and More! Suzuki 

DF175 4-Stroke, Trailer. 
Our Top of The Line Boat! 

*35.999 Actual Boat Similar to Illustration. 

www. tol itzibu i Iders. com 

r. our monthly special, 
Ca|l today and ask ab specifications 0Net us custom design to Vo ns. 

Specials 
starting 

as low as 
$7,067.00 

With 25 years 
experience and over 

12,000 buildings 
constructed, Blitz 

Builders is #1 in Value. 

New Sundancer LX20 
Your Choice - Fish or Cruise 

Actual Boat Similar to Illustration. 

With Suzuki DF40 
4-Stroke & Custom 
Trailer. Upgrade to 

60hp Only $999 

*15999 
$ SUZUKI 

MARINE 

www.lebanon-suzuki.com 1-800-542-3846 
801 N. Jefferson Lebanon, MO 

Offer Ends 3/31/08 

Select^ 

On&'Vay 
Ventures 
Dr. John Ronan DDS 

& Associates 
Can Offer You 

Dentures, Partials 
& Extractions 

ONE-DAY SERVICEi 

DENTURES^% PARIES 

[$124# 1 $154 

Office Hours: Monday-Friday 8 to 4 
Call for an Appointment 

(217-479-8444) 
(1-877-565-8981) 

1201 W. Walnut Jacksonville, II 62650 

Payment Accepted 
Cash, Mastercard or Visa 

A/o Personal Checks 



Make Your Plan Now 
Saving energy shows significant return in the future 

"Prepare your energy 
plan and implement 
your plan as funds 
and time permit." 

I'm writing this column during a break 
from a seminar at a hotel in the Midwest. 

I’ve just completed conducting seminars 
in Arkansas, Kentucky and Illinois. Next 
week, I’ll be talking in Colorado and 
back to Illinois and on and on across this 
country. 

And at every location, I hear this cry, 
“Our utility rates have risen drastically. 
What are we going to do? Somebody please 
help me.” 

Well, forgive me for saying I told you 
so. But the truth is, I’ve been telling you 
that this was going to happen for 20 plus 
years. It is now time to pay the fiddler, even 
if you don’t like the music. 

Well folks, I will help you if you really 
want to be helped. Now, there isn’t much 
you and I can do about energy rates, hut 
we do have a great deal to say about the 
amount of energy that we use. I have spent 
my entire adult life helping folks just like 
you use less energy and still be comfortable 
in their homes. I have taught literally 
hundreds of thousands of people how to 
construct their new houses so that they will 
be totally comfortable and have the lowest 
utility costs feasible. For years, I have used 
this statement, “Build your houses like 
I teach and your heating and cooling costs will 
always be half that of your neighbors.” When my 
neighbor’s energy cost is $100, mine is $50. As 

rates increase, when the 
neighbor’s bill is $200, mine 
will be $100. I’m sure you 
understand this principle. 

Now, I never like to be 
the bearer of bad news. But 
it most likely will get worse 
before it gets better. Let’s 
look at the future. When the 
neighbor’s cost is $800, mine 
will be $400. You see when 

the cost of energy was very low, it didn’t make a lot 
of difference. But now and in the future, it becomes 
extremely important. 

Remember your two choices. You can com¬ 
plain and maybe feel better for a couple of hours or 
you can implement a plan that will help forever. 

p|iiJ|IU8 
Water heater insulation blanket 

Compact Fluorescent Lights (CFLs) 

Cellulose insulation for the attic 

Replace old inefficient windows 

Check duct system for leaks 

Geothermal heating and cooling 
or electric heat pump 

Seal crawl space 

Blower door test 

Jjf 

Main Floor Plan | Top View  71—/ 
oe/2.& Eaton & Son®, Inc. | Wilmington S jfje® ...LIR  

As the Jaycees say, “Plan your work and then work 
your plan.” 

So read this column every month, prepare your 
energy plan and implement your plan as funds and 
time permit. So if you are serious, get your pen and 
paper and start making your plan. Write it down 
just like a honey-do list. Then implement your plan 
and mark items off one at a time. 

I am answering your call for help. Just call me 
somebody. Also remember that your local electric 
co-op can help too. Go to their Web site or call 
them for energy efficiency advice. ■ 

Doug Rye, the “Doctor of Energy 
Efficiency-the King of Caulk and Talk” can 
be heard on several different Illinois radio 
stations. Or you can go to his Web site at 
www.dougrye.com, e-mail him at info@ 
philliprye.com, or call 888-Doug-Rye or 
501-653-7931. You can also sign up for 
a free newsletter and order his “how to” 
videotapes. 
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We understand 
farming. 

That’s why Farm Credit Services 

serves the agriculture com¬ 

munity so well with specialized 

products that are important to you: 

• Crop Insurance 
• Real Estate Loans 
• Machinery Loans 
• Operating Loans 

Become part of the Farm Credit 

Services family today. Whether 

we’re in the fields with you, or in 

the office for you — 

farming is our life too! 

Call 877.327.6345 
to find a branch near you. 

^ Farm Credit Services 
OF ILLINOIS "We Understand" 

Serving Illinois’ 60 southern counties 

- WITH THE AMAZING 
DR® FIELD and BRUSH MOWER! 

Improves wildlife habitat, 

creates wildfower meadows, 

)keeps woodlotsfree of 
^Lunderbrush, builds trails, 

B^restores pastures! 

C . TS *> 
DOWN AND 
CHOPS tall field 
grass, weeds, even saplings 
up to 2-1 /2" thick! 

RECLAIMS pastures, meadows, 
trails, fencelines, woodlots of over¬ 
grown vegetation. 

POWERFUL with up to 17 HP... 
4 speeds, reverse, lockable differential 
electric clutch, and electric-start! 

NEW powerful TOW-BEHIND models 
also available! Mow while you ride on your 

ATV or lawn tractor! t 

Get a FREE DVD and Catalog! 
with full details including low factory-direct prices, machine 

specifications and your 6-Month Risk-Free Trial guarantee! 

FREE 1” 877-201-5890 
or visit: www.DRfieldbrush.com 

, & Si; 

RECLAIM OVERGROWN LAND 

^Building Solutions” 
.. .with integrity! 
A Professional service, qualify products 

Supplying a variety A ^ W ““ 
of quality buildings Engineered buildings and kits available 

designed to meet fV Fully insured for your protection 
Your needs. Call today for ft car(j5 Qre accepie!l 

a FREE brochure 

1-800-582-BARN (2276) 
nationalbarn.com 

v Log On! For Pricing, Photos, Brochure, FAQ... 



Building The 100+ MPG Car 
Electric co-op member works to shape the future of the automobile industry 

Illuminati Motor Works, (front l-r): Thomas Pasko, Josh Spradlin, (back l-r): 
Steve Becker, volunteer David Hecht, Kevin Smith, and Kevin Hecht. 

The drive for a sustainable future, 
one unencumbered by depen¬ 

dence on foreign oil, and the lure 
of a $10 million prize, has Rural 
Electric Convenience Cooperative 
member Kevin Smith, of Divernon, 
and his team vying for first place in 
an international race to build the 
world’s first 100-mile-per-gallon 
production vehicle. 

Over the course of two years, 
the team, Illuminati Motor Works 
(IMW), plans to build a hybrid 
car from the ground up and race 
cross-country in the Automotive X 
PRIZE (AXP) competition. With 
more than 40 teams across the 
globe participating, the competition 
is steep. The contest requirements 
are stringent and no current 
vehicles in production meet them, 
nor do many of the well-funded 
AXP competitors’ cars. Borrowing 
from the Touchstone Energy coop¬ 
eratives’ principles of innovation 
and cooperation, IMW thinks they 
have what it takes to win. 

Team IMW includes engineers, 
an automotive technician, a graphic 
artist and car enthusiasts with de¬ 
cades of experience. While some 
members have built motorcycles, as 
well as alternative fuel vehicles, they 
face new challenges with the current 
competition. According to Kevin 
Hecht, one of the team’s engineers, 
“It’s all the challenges that anyone 
faces if they try to start a new car 
company from scratch. In the United 
States, that has proven to be very 
hard to do.” 

That’s an understatement. Exist¬ 
ing car companies have yet to meet a 
demand for an attractive, extremely 
fuel-efficient (at least 100 mpg), 
four-wheel vehicle, with a low carbon 
footprint that’s capable of seating four 
tall men, offers a decent amount of 
trunk space, and is priced realistically 
for today’s car market. AXP requires 
this of all contenders, which is why 
most teams have entered into the 

lesser “alternative class” and hope to 
win a smaller prize. IMW are amongst 
a minority of teams confident they 
can meet all of the “mainstream 
class” goals to earn the $10 million 
prize. 

Flexibility is important, as the 
U.S. is currently considering fuel 
sources for the future of transporta¬ 
tion. Team leader Kevin Smith has 
experience building solar, natural 
gas and hybrid electric vehicles. He 
knows the danger of designing a 
product that’s too specialized for the 
evolving market. In 1996 he helped 
convert a Taurus to a natural gas 
vehicle when Ford Motor Company 
hosted the Future Car Challenge in 
Detroit, Mich. 

At the time, natural gas seemed 
to be the future tuel for daily drivers. 
It didn’t come to pass. Natural gas 
vehicles have become a large part 
of mass transit, but are only now 
being marketed for consumer use 
in metropolitan areas of California 
and New York. Smith doesn’t want 

to create another vehicle doomed 
to extinction. “Our vehicle design 
allows for the use of multiple fuel 
sources including: diesel, biodiesel, 
gas, electricity, ethanol, natural gas, 
propane and others. More options 
help to stabilize our future energy 
infrastructure,” Smith explains. 

Not only must the team design 
and build the car, they have to draft 
plans to show it can be put into pro¬ 
duction. The X PRIZE Foundation is 
not interested in expensive one-of-a- 
kind concept vehicles that will only 
be seen in car shows. All teams must 
demonstrate how their car can be 
affordably mass-produced. The win¬ 
ning car must be commercially viable, 
which creates a huge challenge for 
Steve Becker, the artist of the group. 
In order to meet the efficiency goals, 
the size and shape of the vehicle are 
severely limited. He’s charged with 
making it look attractive to consum¬ 
ers. 

“If it looks like a clown car, only 
clowns will buy it,” says Becker. “It 
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has to have curb appeal. People will 
walk by the car on the sidewalk and 
say ‘I want one of those.’ It has to be 
marketable. It has to be something 
someone is going to want to buy. A 
lot of people seem to think that if you 
make a car that gets lOO-miles-per- 
gallon, people will just rush right to 
the dealerships and buy them. The 
fact is, they won’t.” Current purchas¬ 
ing trends show average consumer is 
more concerned with appearance and 
usefulness than fuel economy alone. 

Team member Josh Spradlin 
agrees. The most efficient hybrid on 
the market, the Toyota Prius, doesn’t 
look tough enough to make men 
want to buy it. He also points out 
that while most guys want a sports 
car, they have to compromise in order 
to make their wives happy. 

Spradlin says, “We have to make 
it look family oriented, because 
people look at a Dodge Charger and 
think, ‘oh that’s cool, I want one,’ 
but you also can fit three kids in the 
back.” If their car looks sporty but 

offers space for child car seats, it will 
have a marketing advantage over 
many of its competitors. 

When asked why they decided 
to face such challenges, their answers 
spoke overwhelmingly of environ¬ 
mental conscience and camaraderie. 
“It dawned on me clear back when 
I was working on the CM electric 
vehicle program that more efficiency 
was both possible and necessary,” 
Hecht explains. 

Hecht believes farmers will be 
creating the future alternative fuels, 
but he cautions that a combination 
of innovation in fuel crops and 
increased fuel-efficiency is important 
if the nation’s farmers are going to be 
able to continue to produce both food 
and biofuels. “If we build a car like 
this and we run on ethanol, which is 
a possibility, we don’t have to choose 
between eating and driving. If we add 
efficiency by creating vehicles that go 
so much farther on a given amount 
of fuel, then you have both. You can 
still eat and power your vehicle and 

continue your life as you’ve become 
accustomed to,” he says. 

Thomas Pasko, the team’s 
automotive technician, says the U.S. 
automotive industry must move to 
alternative fuels “because fossil fuels 
cannot continue to be the main 
thrust of how we get around.” He’d 
like to see the country be less depen¬ 
dent on foreign oil and he wants to 
help bring the U.S. back to the fore¬ 
front in innovative technology. He 
also cites his friendship with Smith as 
the primary reason why he’s involved. 
“Kevin has a great ability for defining 
problems and then coming up with 
solutions, but we also work well 
together on that kind of thing. When 
we are talking and figuring out a 
solution to a problem, that brings me 
a lot of pleasure,” he says. 

The cooperative effort doesn’t 
end with these five team members. 
Thirteen-year-old David Hecht 
volunteers his time on the project 
because he says, “It’s a lot of fun and 
it will help the environment a lot.” 

Recently, the team posted a call 
for help on their Web site, which has 
seen an increase in traffic since the 
team was featured in the January 
2008 issue of WIRED Magazine. They 
encouraged visitors to view sustain¬ 
ability as a personal responsibility 
and to help any of the teams striving 
for the Automotive X PRIZE. Unlike 
most contenders, IMW started 
without sponsors, in a rural workshop 
in central Illinois. The five-man team 
knew that finances would be just one 
of the challenges facing them, but 
had faith that a large cooperative ef¬ 
fort would help them reach their goal. 
Their site asks visitors to consider 
donating services to their cause. The 
response has been remarkable. Profes¬ 
sionals nationwide, including a patent 
attorney and a statistical mathematics 
professor, have volunteered. The 
time has come for eco-friendly 
transportation and people are excited 

to do their part to bring about an 
innovative solution. 

For more information about the 
Automotive X PRIZE, or to see how 
you can help, go to: Auto.XPRIZE. 
org and IlluminatiMotorWorks.org. 

Sparks fly as Josh Spradlin and David Hecht recycle parts from a 
donor car. 
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FINEST COOKING 11 

Entertaining With Friend: 
Who: Columbia Public Libral 

Cost: $12, plus $4 shippi 

Details: Hard-backed, comb-bot 

Pages of recipes: 2(1 

Send checks to: Jana Eytchisol 
223 Country Ridge, Columbia, IL 6223 

or call 618-281-7431 

Spicy Garlic Chicken Pi: 

Grandma’s Cinnamon Pull-Apart Bre 
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Spicy Garlic Chicken 
Pizza (above) 

12-oz. boneless chicken 
1/2 C. green onion 
2 cloves garlic, minced 
2 T. white vinegar 
2 T. soy sauce 
1 T. olive oil 
1/2 tsp. crushed red pepper 
1/4 tsp. black pepper 
1 T. cornstarch 
1 (16-oz.) Boboli pizza crust 
1/2 C. Monterey Jack cheese 
1/2 C. Mozzarella cheese 

Cut chicken into 1/2-inch pieces. In a 
large bowl, combine 1/4 C. green onion, 

garlic, vinegar, soy sauce and red and 
black pepper. Add chicken. Let stand 30 
minutes at room temperature. Drain, re¬ 
serving marinade. Heat oil in a skillet and 
add chicken and cook. Stir cornstarch 

into reserved marinade. Add marinade to 

the skillet. Cook and stir until thickened 
and bubbly. Spoon evenly on top of the 
pizza shell. Sprinkle with cheeses. Bake, 
uncovered, at 400° for 12 minutes. Top 
with remaining green onion. Return to 

the oven for 2 more minutes. 

Grandma’s Cinnamon 
Pull-Apart Bread (below) 
Bread: 

3/4 C.sugar 
1 T. ground cinnamon 
2 cans refrigerated buttermilk biscuits 
1/2 C. butter, melted and divided 

Icing: 
4-oz. cream cheese, softened 
1/2 C. powdered sugar 
1-2 T. milk 

Bread: Preheat the oven to 350°. Cut bis¬ 

cuit dough into quarters with scissors. Mix 
sugar and cinnamon in a medium bowl. 

Roll dough quarters in cinnamon/sugar 
mixture. Place half of the biscuits into a 
greased 12-cup fluted tube pan. Drizzle 

with 1/4 cup of the melted butter. Top 
with remaining biscuit quarters and melted 

butter. Top the unbaked loaf with remain¬ 
ing cinnamon/sugar mixture. Bake for 40- 

45 minutes or until golden. Let loaf stand 
for 5 minutes and invert onto a plate. 

Icing: With an electric mixer, blend 

the cream cheese and powdered sugar 
together. Add milk until desired consis¬ 

tency is reached. Spoon immediately over 
warm loaf. 

Pesto Chicken Cheesecakes 
2 (8-oz.) pkgs. cream cheese, softened 
2 lg. eggs 
3 T. all-purpose flour, divided 
1 C. prepared pesto 
1 C. cooked chicken, chopped 
1 (8-oz.) cm. sour cream 
Mixed salad greens 
Fresh chives for garnish 

Beat cream cheese until smooth. Add eggs, 
2 T. flour and pesto. Stir in chicken and 
pour into four 4-inch spring form pans. 

Bake at 325° for 20 minutes. Stir together 
remaining flour and sour cream and spread 
over the cheesecakes and bake for another 
10 minutes. Cool for 10 minutes on a wire 
rack. Gently run a knife around the edges 
of cheesecakes and release sides. Serve hot 
or cold on top of salad greens. 

Root Beer BBQ Chicken 
1 jar (18'24-oz.) Kansas City-style 

barbeque sauce 
1 (12-oz.) can root beer 
2 lbs. chicken leg quarters 

In a small saucepan, combine barbecue 
sauce and root beer. Bring to a boil over 

medium-high heat; reduce heat and sim¬ 
mer, stirring occasionally, until sauce 
is reduced to 2 cups, about 25 minutes. 
Place chicken on a grill over medium 
heat; cover and grill for 40-50 minutes, 
turning occasionally and basting with 
sauce during the last 15 minutes, until in¬ 
ternal temperature of thigh registers 180 
degrees. Makes 4 servings. 

Photos by Catrina McCulley Wagner 



The Rock, The River, 
The Recipes 

Who: Rock Island Women’s Club 

Cost: $15, plus $4 shipping 

Details: Soft-backed, spiral-bound 

Pages of recipes: 116 

Send checks to: Mary Sue Sipple, 
Attention: Cookbooks, 

5346 Griffin Lane, Bettendorf, IA 52722 
or call 563-332-5707. 

Saute noodles, butter, sesame seeds and 
almonds until light brown. Stir and watch 
because they bum easily. Boil dressing 
ingredients for 1 minute. Cool. Mix all 
together just before serving. 

Corn Broccoli Casserole 
2 (15-1/4-oz.) cans cream com 
1 pkg. frozen chopped broccoli 
2 eggs 
1 sm. onion, chopped 
1/2 C. crushed soda crackers 
Dash of salt and pepper, to taste 
Buttered bread, crumbled 

Mix corn, broccoli, eggs, onion, crack¬ 
ers and seasonings together. Pour into 

a casserole dish. Cover with buttered 
breadcrumbs. Bake at 350° for 45 minutes 

to 1 hour. 

2 C. flour 
1 tsp. baking soda 
1 T. cocoa 
1/2 tsp. salt 
2 eggs 
1/2 C. sour cream 
2 sticks butter, melted 
2 C.sugar 
1 C. water 

Frosting: 
1/4 C.cocoa 
6 T. milk 
1 stick butter 
1 tsp. vanilla 
1 lb. powdered sugar 
1 C. nuts, chopped 

Combine flour, baking soda, cocoa and 

salt. In a separate bowl, combine eggs, 
sour cream, melted butter, sugar and 
water. Combine all together. Pour into a 

greased jellyroll pan. Bake at 350° for 20- 
30 minutes. Frosting: Bring cocoa, milk 

and butter to a boil and mix in vanilla, 
powdered sugar and nuts. Frost cake while 
frosting is hot. 

Nutty Broccoli Salad 
1 pkg. broccoli slaw 
1 bunch green onions, chopped 
2 pkgs. Ramen noodles, broken 
1/2 C. butter 
1-oz. sesame seeds 
1 C. slivered almonds 

Dressing: 
1/2 C.sugar 
1/2 C. white vinegar 
1/3 C. oil 
1 T. soy sauce 

Texas Sheet Cake (right) 

Cream Sherry Cake (below) 
1 box yellow cake mix 
1 sm. box instant lemon or 

vanilla pudding 
3/4 C. oil 
3/4 C. cream sherry 

4 extra large eggs 
3/4 - 1 C. chopped nuts (opt.) 

Glaze: 
1 C. powdered sugar 
1/4 C. cream sherry 

Mix cake mix, pudding, oil, sherry, eggs and nuts together. Pour mixture into a greased 
and floured tube pan. Bake at 350° for 45 - 60 minutes, or until done. Let cake stand for 
5 minutes, then invert onto a serving platter. Poke holes into the top of the cake and 

drizzle with glaze. 

Glaze: Mix powdered sugar and sherry together on stove top; bring to boil. Drizzle over 

cake and ton with more nuts, if desired. This cake can be frozen for later. 
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A Sound Approach to Climate Change 
By Jennifer Taylor and Scott Gates 

Sources of Co-op Power 
Electric cooperatives use a diverse mix of fuels to supply consumer members with safe, reliable, 
and affordable power. 

Discussions about global climate 

change inevitably include elec¬ 

tric power generation. The reason: 

power plants that burn fossil fuels 

such as coal and natural gas produce 

more than 2 billion tons of carbon 

dioxide every year. That’s 39 percent 

of all man-made carbon dioxide, the 

largest single source of the principal 

greenhouse gas blamed for con¬ 

tributing to climate change. 

As the climate change debate 

takes aim at power generation, elec¬ 

tric cooperatives have a responsibility 

to keep policy makers in check, 

ensuring that the right solutions are 

developed and implemented in ways 

that keep the nation’s lights on in an 

affordable way. 

The Electric Power Research 

Institute (EPRI), a non-profit, utility- 

sponsored consortium whose mem¬ 

bers include electric co-ops, believes 

we can do just that. It has developed 

a technology-based framework that 

would achieve a 45 percent reduction 

in carbon dioxide emissions over the 

next 22 years while meeting growing 

demand for electricity. 

“Technology is what it’s all 

about,” notes Glenn English, CEO 

of the National Rural Electric 

Cooperative Association, the 

Arlington, Va.-based service arm 

of the nation’s 900-plus consumer- 

owned electric co-ops. “It gives elec¬ 

tric cooperatives the opportunity to 

address climate change and, at the 

same time, generate the amount of 

power we need to meet the needs of 

our members.” 

Even though demand for elec¬ 

tricity is predicted to increase by 

18 percent over the next decade, 

capacity to generate electricity 

will only increase by 8.4 percent, 

according to the North American 

Electric Reliability Corporation, a 

non-profit organization charged with 

monitoring America’s power system 

reliability. This means that unless 

new power plants and transmis¬ 

sion facilities to carry the power are 

constructed, Americans will have to 

adjust to the almost unimaginable 

possibility of not having electricity 

available every time they flip on a 

switch. 

What’s more, climate change 

legislation could have a dramatic 

effect on power generation and elec¬ 

tric bills. Local, state and federal 

lawmakers are currently considering 

additional costs on power plants to 

reduce greenhouse gas emissions, 

notably carbon dioxide. 

EPRI’s analysis recognizes this 

reality and encourages aggressive 

new action in seven specific areas: 

boosting energy efficiency, improving 

the operating efficiency of advanced 

coal-fired power plants, investing 

in renewable energy, expanding 

nuclear power capacity, capturing 

carbon dioxide produced by coal- 

fired power plants and storing it deep 

underground, adding distributed 

generation resources and putting 

plug-in hybrid electric vehicles on 

the road. 

The recommendations are sound, 

although implementing many of the 

ideas on a large scale will require a 

massive investment of government 

resources and mobilization of every 

sector of the economy. Making some 

technologies, notably carbon capture 

and storage, commercially viable 

will require expensive research and 

development - an estimated $1.4 bil¬ 

lion per year through 2030. But Revis 

James, director of EPRI’s Energy 

Technology Assessment Center, 

feels confident that the overall goals 

can be met through a progression of 

milestones. 

“Let’s suppose that as a society 

we want to send a man to Mars,” 

James says, providing an example of a 

project similar in scale. “Are we cur¬ 

rently building rockets designed to go 

to Mars? Absolutely not. But we do 
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have technology available now that 

will be valuable in getting there.” 
James sees curbing carbon emis¬ 

sions in the same way. “Underlying 

research has already laid the 

foundation. We’ve got a good bed¬ 

rock of current technology to build 

on in years to come.” 

Energy Efficiency 
Energy efficiency stands as the 

most cost-effective approach for 

managing electricity use and lowering 

greenhouse gas emissions. Steps 

include making simple modifications 

around a home or office, such as 

replacing insulation or caulking air 

leaks around doors and windows. 

Energy efficiency measures also reduce 

how much more generation needs to 

be built. Still, energy efficiency 

improvements will reduce 

electricity consumption hy 

9 percent over the next 22 i 

years, according to EPRI. 

Renewable Energy 
New domes¬ 

tic renewable energy 

resources, such as wind, 

solar, hydro and biomass 

(including landfill gas, 

livestock waste, timber 

byproducts and crop 

residue), can help 

diversify our nation’s 

fuel mix, shrink depen¬ 

dency on foreign sources 
of energy, and reduce green¬ 

house gas emissions. EPRI sees 

“green power,” led by wind energy, 

leaping from 2 percent of kilowatt- 

hours produced nationally today to 

6.7 percent by 2030. Of course, trans¬ 
mission lines must be built to bring 

the power generated at remote wind 

farms, for example, to population 

centers. 

Nuclear Energy 
Many more nuclear power plants 

will be needed to meet the growing 

demand for electricity and reduce 

greenhouse gas emissions. EPRI 

proposes that roughly 12 two-unit 

nuclear plants come online in the 

United States by 2020, with two 

additional plants then added each 

year through 2030. On average, it 

takes 10 or more years to construct 

such a facility, including permitting. 

Presently, only four license applica¬ 

tions for new nuclear reactors have 

been submitted to the federal Nuclear 

Regulatory Commission, although 

many more are expected. Although 

nuclear plants supply 20 percent of the 

nation’s electricity, none have been 

ordered in the U.S. for about 30 years. 

Advanced Coal Plant Efficiency 
Presently, coal generates 50 per¬ 

cent of our country’s electricity and 

new technologies are being developed 

to improve plant efficiency and 

reduce carbon emissions. These new 

technologies must be implemented 

to improve coal plant operating 

efficiencies - finding ways to burn 

less coal and still produce the same 

amount of power. 

Carbon Capture and Storage 
Effective ways to capture and 

store carbon dioxide emissions can 

make coal - a readily available and 

affordable fuel - an integral part of the 

nation’s electricity supply. Research 

and development of carbon capture 

and storage technology will likely take 
years, if not decades, to come online 

- assuming the federal government 

provides sufficient funding. 

Plug-In Hybrid Electric Vehicles 
and Distributed Generation 

Plug-in hybrid electric vehicles 

and small-scale power plants owned 

by consumers are also among EPRI’s 

solutions. In the first project of its 

kind, electric co-ops are testing 

whether plug-in hybrid electric 

vehicles can wean the nation off 

foreign oil, curb greenhouse gas 

emissions and increase off-peak 

electric sales. Distributed energy 

resources, such as ’’backyard” wind 

and solar systems, as well as emer¬ 

gency generators, help electric co-ops 

reduce load during times of 

peak demand - the electric 

utility industry’s equivalent 

of rush-hour traffic and 

|k the time when power 
costs skyrocket - offset 

the need to build new 

power plants and trans¬ 

mission lines, and slash 

greenhouse gas emissions. 

In coming months, 

a closer look at each of 

these seven areas will 

demonstrate how elec¬ 

tric co-ops have emerged 

as industry leaders, all 

in their continuing efforts 

to provide safe, reliable and 

affordable power in an environmen¬ 

tally responsible manner. 

Source: Department of Energy, 

Energy Information Administration; 

North American Electric Reliability 

Corporation; Electric Power Research 

Institute; National Rural Electric 

Cooperative Association, the Arlington, 

Va.'based service arm of the nation’s 

900'plus not'for'profit, consumer' 

owned electric co-ops. 

Jennifer Taylor is writer of consumer and 

cooperative affairs and at the National 

Rural Electric Cooperative Association. 

Scott Gates writes on technology and 

energy efficiency for the National Rural 

Electric Cooperative Association. 
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MARKETPLACE 

For sale: Cherry Lumber. 600 board 
feet, 1" thick $490. 618-842-9588. 

International Company looking for 
motivated individuals to be part of 
the next trillion $ industry. Product 
and business guarantee. 888-251- 
1538. 

Open pollinated seed corn. Out 
produces hybrids for silage. Leafy, 
sweet stalks for grazing. High feed 
value grain. $37/Bu. 217-857-3377. 

Whitetail deer for sale. Does, fawns 
(weaned or for bottle feeding). 
Makes great pet. Coop’s Creek deer. 
217-734'2845. 

Midwest Bird and Animal Swap 
& Sale. March 30 and April 27 
at Monroe County Fairgrounds, 
Waterloo, IL from 5:30 to Noon. 

Custom saw-milling: Your logs cut to 
order on a wood-mizer saw-mill. One 
or more. Anna, IL. 618-833-5886. 

First Street Restaurant Equipment 
used sheers, tenderizers, grinders, 
meatsaws, ss sinks, tables. New and 
used cooking equipment, pottery 
wheels and kilns. 2615 So. First, 
Springfield, 217-522-3934, 217-971- 
8592. 

618-939-6809. 

4' white pine trees, delivered, planted, 
mulched. $59.50 per tree. Buy 10 get 
1 free. Call for other sizes, varieties or 
shades. Price may vary depending on 
geographical location. Call 217-886- 

“My Book Of Prayers” Personalized, 
keepsake Easter, Christening 
or Confirmation gift. Read at 
www.nanaspersonalizedbooksfor 
kids.com or call 217-487-7790 for 
free catalog. 

Vacation cabins-Ohio River, Shawnee 
National Forest, Elizabethtown, IL. 
Cedar Hill River Cabins, Ohio 
River National Scenic Byway, 
www.cedarhillriverresort.com. 
888-304-6319. 

Wanted to buy: Standing timber. All 
species. Pay top price. Clear or select 
cut. Call 815-434-4141. 

Authorized rainbow distributor. 
Repairs, supplies and service. Living 
air purifiers. L&L Distributing, 116 S. 
VanBuren St., Newton, IL 62448. 
618-783-3755. 

Filter queen/defender sales, service 
and supplies. For free information, 
call 800-753-5401, 618-948-2874 or 
write She-N-I, Inc. RR1, Allendale, 
IL 62410. 

2316. 

Lake Weed and Algae Control. 
The Natural Way. No chemicals. 
Live bacteria, biological method. 
Proven product. Guaranteed results. 
Affordable. Controls all Aquatic 
Vegetation. Dissolves black muck 
and eliminates rotten egg odor. One 
application lasts 12 months-plus if 
applied early. 309-826-8444. 

Auction Service: Multi Parcel Land 
Auctions, Farmland, Recreational 
Partition Suits, ZERO Seller 
Commission. Parrott Real Estate 
& Auction Co. Lawrenceville, IL. 
618-943-4905. 

Fiberglass corrugated, 26-inch wide. 
8-10-12 foot long. 8 ft.-$5. 12 ft.-$8. 
Large supply, all colors. Dongola, IL. 
618-827-4737. 

Business Opportunity: from the 
convenience of your home! 20-year- 
old company! Patented Products! 
NASDAQ! Internationally 14 
countries! 1-800-605-3905. 

Work Clothes- Save 75% on quality 
work clothes. 6 pants + 6 shirts 
$39.95 men’s jeans 5 pr $25.00. Lined 
work jackets $9.95 since 1968. 1-800- 
233-1853. Satisfaction guaranteed! 
www.usedworkclothing.com. 

Grass Fed Beef: No grain, just grass 
- all natural. Lean, tender, nutritious 
and delicious. Available now. Call 
Penny 618-586-2488 or e-mail beef@ 
flying-s.com. 

Gulf Shores Beach Condo. 2BR/2BA/ 
WD/Pool/Elevator. On the beach. 
www.ourgulfbeachcondo.com 
636-477-1099 for more info. 

Wanted to buy: Standing timber, most 
species. Pay top prices. Call 217-285- 
2760. 

America's Oldest & Largest Rare Breed Hatchery 
FREE COLOR CATALOG 

Over 140 varieties of Baby Chicks, Bantams, 
Turkeys, Guineas, Peafowl, Game Birds, 
Waterfowl. Also Eggs, Incubators, Books, 
Equipment and Medications. 

Call 1-800-456-3280 
(24 hours a day) 

Murray McMurray Hatchery, 
0132, Webster City, Iowa 50595-0458 
Website: http://www.mcmurrayhatchery.com 

2 SEAT BIKE 
DRIVES LIKE A CAR 
• Easy to Pedal 
• Multi-Speed 
• 1, 2 & 4 Seaters 
• Optional Electric Motor' 

1-800-974-6233 Ext. 9986 • www.4wc.com/9986 

RIIOADE/ CAR Dept: 9986 * 12®Rhoacles Lane 
Hendersonville, Tennessee 37075 

Paying cash for older Falstaff, 
Hyde Park, Griesedieck, etc. beer 
signs Wurlitzer, Seeburg, Rockola 
jukeboxes, Fender, Gibson, Martin 
guitars. 636-566-6178. 

Artwork: oil portraits, pen and ink 
home portraits, landscapes painted 
from your favorite photo(s). Special 
gifts! Artist: Becky Barker 815-635- 
3772. 

MID-AMERICA 
Pole Barn Co. 
30 x 50 x 10 Galvalume 

$7,200.00 
Price includes material, delivery, 

construction, factory trusses, screws 
Open M - F 8 to 5 

1-866-456-0959 
Price is subject to change without notice 
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Singles In Agriculture is an organiza¬ 
tion offering educational, recreational 
and social opportunities for singles 
who have an agricultural background. 
To learn more, call Sandy Albers 708- 
534-8698. 

Book It! www.alternativelink 
travels.com Domestic & international 
vacations and travel. Quick and easy, 
safe and secure. VFW Life Member, 
Healthcare professional. 

Cave in Rock Motel: You’re missing 
out on a great deal for hunters and 
other outdoor people all year long 
except October and November. $30 
per day. Even special rate for whole 
weeks. Phone: 618-289-3296. 

Wanted: Indian artifacts of all kinds. 
Free appraisals. 309-543-3847 
evenings or leave a message. 

Gnat BeGone Gnats and fruit flies 
a problem? 100% safe, natural and 
effective gnat killer for your home. 
Askksolution.com 618-559-0174. 
An Illinois product. 

Shawnee Cabins: Garden of Gods, 
Rim Rock, Pounds Hollow Lake. On 
scenic byway. Hike, fish, relax. Nice 
cedar decor, kitchen, air, satellite, 
everything provided but food. 
www.rimrocksdogwoodcabins.com. 
618-264-6036. 

Failing Septic? 
Don't Let'em Dig!!! 

Permanent Fix For Your Old Tired Septic 

Environmentally Friendly! No chemicals! 

cards accepted 

www.Prolinewastewater.com (512)864-9002 

POLE BUILDINGS, BARNS & GARAGES 

TSSBm 

LOFT BUILDINGS 
24 X 24 $10,500 

24 X 32 $13,200 

24 X 40 $14,900 

30 X 40 $16,800 

32 X 64 $24,900 

POLE BUILDINGS 
24X24 $6,400 
24 X 32 $7,800 
24 X 40 $8,700 
30 X 40 $9,900 
32X64 $16,800 
40 X 80 CALL 

CABIN HOMES & POLE BUILDINGS 

1-800-247-0241 

Illinois Consulting Foresters, Inc. 
Timber Sales-Forest Management. 
We work for the landowner. 
www.illinoisconsultingforesters.org. 
Ph.618-526-4251. 

Insulation. 4x8 sheets, foil-backed 
foam. Also rolls of foil-bubble pak- 
insulation. All factory seconds. 
Contact Ken Nichols, 800-424-1256. 

Guest House Vacation Rental. 
Elizabethtown, IL. 2BR, 2Bath. 
Overlooking Ohio River. Near 
Garden of the Gods/Shawnee 
Forest. www.Hardincounty 
hluehouse.com 618-876-9118. 

Wanted: Utility tractor with mower 
and bucket (tiller optional). Contact: 
708-258-6364. 

How to place an ad: 

1) Type or print ad neatly. 

2) Count words. Cost is $30 for up to the first 20 words. $ 1.50 each additional 
word. Ads with insufficient funds will not be printed. 

3) Prepayment is required. Include check or money order with ad for amount 
due. Also include address label from Illinois Country Living or other proof 
of Illinois electric cooperative membership. Only members of Illinois 
electric cooperatives may place Marketplace ads. 

4) Mail to: Illinois Marketplace, P.O. Box 3787, Springfield, IL 62708, by 
deadline. 

Deadlines: May issue - March 20; 
June issue - April 21. 

We reserve the right to reject any advertisement. Ads postmarked after the 
deadline will be placed in the next available issue. 

POND & LAKE LINERS 
Custom Sizes • Reinforced Material 

$.39/SQ. FT. or Less 
• STRENGTH • 

• COMMITMENT • 
• GUARANTEED CONTAINMENT • 

In All 50 Stales, Ament 

KENTUCKY I FREE CATALOGUE 

S
BUFL

L
D!NGI

S
 1-859-745-0606 
kstbuild.com 

COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL - SHOP • FARM 

40 x 50 x 10 = $8,437.00 
40 x 60 x 12 = $9,362.00 

50 x 100 x 12 = $16,832.00 
60 x 80 x 14 = $16,956.00 

100 x 150 x 14 (M-1) = $14,824.00 
ALL SIZES MINI-STORAGE! 

CALL TODAY FOR BUILDING QUOTE! 
1 -800-509-4949 

www.acoessiblebLiilclings.com 

50 Year AH Steel • 35 Year Deluxe Color Roof & Trims • 2/12 & 4/12 Models 
Farm • Church • Sports • Horse • Car • Plane • Home 

ADVANTAGE 
STEEL BUILDINGS, INC. 

For The Best Building Package 

At The Absolute Lowest Prices 

Call Today (877) 657-8335 
Or Go Online At 

www. advantagesteelbuildings .com 

30x50x10 $ 6,290.00 

40x60x12 S 8,975.00   .. 

,m ili 

We Also Have Mini-Storage Packages 
All Sizes Including Climate Control 
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FUTURE STEEL BUILDINGS 
Do-It-Yourself Steel Buildings 

Ideal For: 

• Recreational Use 
• Boat Storage 

■ 30-year perforation warranty 
1 Full technical support from start to finish 
■ Fully customized to meet your needs 
1 Factory-direct savings 

Call Toll Free 
Today for a 

FREE! 

Our building consultants are ready to take your call 

I Ask 

for 

ext. 
INFORMATION PACKAGE 1-800-168-5111 91 

o 
ICOM 
Easy to Use 

Rugged 
Affordable! 

sines Landmobile Communications 
VHP Portables 

Call today! 

217-833-2488 ^ 
B-K Electric 
501 N. Federal St. 
Sriggsville, IL 62340 ^ c{eCtf\C 

WOODBURNING 
FURNACE 
"Since IW 

“The Original” 
OUTSIDE 

www.harelyheatBr.com 

Baf9s@harefyheater.com 

All stainless steel construction 
Heats home and household 
hot water 
10-year warranty 
Connects to your existing 
central duct 
or hydronic system 
Standard with bronze 
circulator pump and automatic 
draft combustion 
blower, and grates 
Units from 100,000 to 250,000 
BTU’s output 
Financing Available (new) 
Dealer Inquiries Welcome 

Hordy Manufacturing 
Company, Inc. 

12345 Road 505 
PHILADELPHIA. MS 30350 

(1-800-542-7395) 

Farm Tours 
HAWA/t 

4 Islands-is days 

The Best Escorted Vacation You'll Ever Find! 

Maui, Oahu, Kauai and Hawaii... 
Departs Mondays and Thursdays in January 2009, Includes 
Inter island airfare. Hawaiian owned hotels, transfers, and 
baggage handling. Escort on each island. Staying in Oahu, 
Hawaii (Kona & Hilo), Maui and Kauai. Sightseeing includes 
Honolulu City Tour with Pearl Harbor, Volcano National Park, 
Kona Coffee Plantation Tour, Parker Cattle Ranch Museum, 
Orchid Nursery, Macadamian Nut Factory Tour, Wailua Riverboat 
Cruise, Fern Grotto, Oceanic Fish Farm, Plus more as listed in 
brochure. So call today and make your reservations. 
*Air Fare extra and starts at $800 p.p. 

Carefree Vacations Since 1967 

Your Man Tours 
Call for free brochure 800-888-8204 

WBSm WHMSfil 

Design your own / \//s/f our website at: 
fioorpian at no [designhomes.com 

charge! ^ w y 

Ask about our 
Pre-built Stock Models 

New Larger Delivery Areaf) 

Open Mon-Fri 9-5 pm, 
Sat 9-4 pm, Sun 1-4 pm 

1-800-627-9443 
Corporate Office: 

Prairie du Chien, Wl 53821 1-608-326-6041 (19 Models) 
2700 SE 16th St, Ames.lA 50010 1-515-233-9617 (7 Models) 

2570 Barnette Ave. Salix, IA 1-712-946-7000 (11 Models) 
7101 Hwy 61 S., Burlington, IA 52601 319-754-6100 (11 Models) 

3181 Joliet Ave., Missouri Valley, IA 51555 (5 Models) 
1180 E. Price St., Eldridge, IA 52748 (8 Models) 

MAINTAIN YOUR DRIVEWAY 
WITH THE DR® POWER GRADER! 
Here’s what makes the DR® POWER GRADER the fastest, easiest, 
and simply the best do-it-yourself road-grooming solution ever — 

PATENTED DESIGN enables you to 
loosen and regrade enormous amounts of 
materials with minimal power. 

POWERED ACTUATOR allows you 
to control grading depth from your towing 
vehicle with a remote control. 

CARBIDE-TIPPED SCARIFYING 
TEETH loosen the hardest composite surfaces. 

FILLS IN POTHOLES and wash¬ 
outs, and smoothes washboard on gravel, 
limestone, dirt, or sand roads without 
hauling in new material, shoveling, or raking. 

CALL NOW! Get a FREE DVD and Catalog | 
with full details including models, low, factory-direct £ 
prices, and our 6-Month Risk-Free Trial offer. 

FRELE 1-877-201-5890 
www.DRpowergrader.com S 



DATEBOOK MARCH/APRIL 

12-13, The Fourth 
Annual White Hall Civil War 
Days at the White Hall Reservoir in 
White Hall. Saturday from 9 a.m. - 
5 p.m. and Sunday 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
Sunday. Civil War encampments, 
battles both days, period vendors, 
exhibits, cannons, Cavalry and In¬ 
fantry troop demonstrations and food 
vendors. Plus special appearances by 
General Grant and others. Also enjoy 
an old-fashioned church service at 
9 a.m. Sunday. $3 for adults; children 
12 and younger are 217-927-4301 
or gengrantl865@yahoo.com. 

28-23, Dresden Memories 
at the Assembly of God in Clinton. $3. 
Enjoy bed-turning, door prizes, vendors, 
lunch and more than 100 quilts. 217- 
935-6083. 

28-30, The Second Annual 
Lake Home and Cabin Show at 
the Schaumburg Convention Center in 
Schaumburg. Adults: $12, Youth 5-15: 
$5 and children younger than 5 are free. 
More than 175 exhibitors from across the 
country will showcase everything you 
need or want for your lake home or cabin. 
952-471-1192. 

29, The Illinois Farm Bureau’s 
IAA Foundation’s Tribute to 
Speaker Dennis Hastert at the 
Chicago Museum of Science and Indus¬ 
try in Chicago. The tribute is to recog¬ 
nize the former speaker for his leadership 
and support of agriculture. The event is 
also a fundraiser for the Illinois Agricul¬ 
ture in the Classroom program. 6:30 to 
10 p.m. 309-557-2230. 

5, The 10th Annual Lake Sara 
Dam Run at Lake Sara Dam in Ef¬ 
fingham. The run includes a 5K run/5K 
walk, 8-mile run and a kiddy run. All 
participants welcome. There is an admis¬ 
sion fee. All proceeds go to the Special 
Olympics. Registration from 8 - 9:45 a.m. 
217-347-2711. 

5-6, Home and Garden Show¬ 
case at Forest Hills Lodge in Machesney 
Park. More than 100 companies offering 
an array of products and services for the 
home and apartment. See the latest trends 
in landscaping, decks, backyard ponds 
and waterfalls, remodeling, gazebos, neat 
gadgets and more! 815-877-8043 or 
www.showtimeproduction.net. 

6, Grada Celtic Ensemble at 
Illinois College in Jacksonville. A blend 
of contemporary music styles, modern 
songs and traditional Irish music, Grada 
has garnered a strong following around the 
globe. The Celtic quintet has performed 
at numerous international festivals and 
played to four consecutive sold-out shows 
in Dublin before beginning their world 
tour. The group’s five members play a 
variety of instruments, some familiar, 
such as the guitar, fiddle, whistle and 
flute, and others more traditional Celtic 
instruments, such as the bouzouki and the 
bodhran. 217-245-3000 or www.ic.edu. 

Visit our Web site, www.icl.coop. 

6, 1 3, 20, 27, Bird¬ 
watching Kayak Tour on the 
Galena River. A leisurely hour and a half 
tour learning about and observing birds 
and their habitat on the Mississippi River 
backwaters. Reservations required. 815- 
776-9425 or www.feverriveroutfitters.com. 

1 O- 12, The Totally Rockin’ 
‘80s Prom at historic Turner Hall in 
Galena. Put on your dancing shoes! Travel 
back in time for this audience-participa¬ 
tion dinner theatre celebrating teen angst 
and ‘80s music. 815-777-0917. 

1 O- 13, Charlotte’s Web at the 
Community Park in Jacksonville. The 
Jacksonville Theatre Guild’s adaptation of 
the story of a bam spider named Charlotte 
and her friendship with a pig named Wil¬ 
bur - Some Pig! 217-243-2420. 

12, Pope County FFA Antique 
Tractor Show on Main Street in Gol- 
conda. 619-683-5637. 

12, Farmer’s Market Begins 
in Golconda. Every Saturday morning, 
7 a.m. — 12 p.m. through September. 
618-683-6246. 

12, The 21st Annual Class 
Pack Automotive - Oil and Gas 
Memorabilia Motorcycle Swap 
Meet at the Effingham County Fair¬ 
grounds in Altamont. 7 a.m. - 4 p.m. $2. 
217-234-6372 or www.classpack.com. 

12, Mineral Springs Haunted 
Museum Tour in Alton. As part of 
your haunted tour, experience “a night in 
the museum” as you browse the torture de¬ 
vices on loan from the Museum of Historic 
Torture Devices located in the Wisconsin 
Dells, as well as the history of the devices. 
618-465-3200 or www.mineralspring- 
shauntedtours.com. 

1 2- 13, Fever River Rail¬ 
road Spring Open House in Free¬ 
port. For model railroad aficionados-and 
everyone else who has ever enjoyed model 
trains-this model railroad is something to 
see. The Fever River Railroad is a 103 by 
24 foot HO scale model of a hypothetical 
railroad running from Duluth, Minn, to 
St. Louis, Mo. The railroad intersects with 
models of “real” railroads, each of which 
can be operated independently - up to 
20 trains can be operating at one time A 
collection of railroad memorabilia and 
pictures are on display. 815-239-2345 or 
www.stephenson-county-il.org. 

1 8, Jim Brickman at the Raue 
Center in Crystal Lake. Jim Brickman 
returns to the Raue Center to present his 
revolutionary sound of adult contempo¬ 
rary music with his pop-style solo piano. 
815-356-9010 or www.rauecenter.org. 

1 8-20, River City Air Expo 
2008 in Peoria. A spectacular fun-filled 
event for all ages! This year’s show will 
feature the US Navy Blue Angels and 
other popular performers. 309-697-6757 
or www.prairieair.org. 

1 8-20, President Grant’s 
Grand Birthday Celebration in 
Galena. A variety of events commemo¬ 
rating Grant’s birthday, military en¬ 
campment, battle re-enactment, 1860s 
baseball, a Grand Birthday Ball, parade 
and more. 815-281-0408. or www.gale- 
nahistorymuseum.org. 

19, National Federation Lure 
Collector’s Club 2008 at the Knights 
of Columbus in Effingham. Come see and 
have a chance to own antique fishing 
tackle. The public is invited to bring their 
antique fishing tackles. You will receive a 
free appraisal and can put your tackle up 
for the auction. 217-868-2427. 
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1 9f Macon County Start! Heart Walk at Fairview Park in Decatur. Come 
out for a day of fun and learn how to live a longer, healthier life while helping the Ameri¬ 
can Heart Association raise funds to fight American’s number one killer. Register at 
www.heartwalk.kintera.org/maconcountyil. 

19* The Third Annual Effing¬ 
ham Artisan Fair on the courthouse 
lawn in Effingham. The Juried Artisan 
Fair will he a one-day event recognizing 
artistic talent of all ages. The attendees 
will be offered a tour of Sculpture on the 
Avenues, opportunities to talk with the 
artists, observe the artists producing their 
work, view the art work and have the 
opportunity to purchase art work. They 
will also be able to enjoy various types of 
performing arts. 217-342-1234. 

1 9-20* Classics and Chrome 
in Loves Park. A spectacular indoor 
car show featuring 100 exceptional 
antique, classic and specialty autos and 
motorcycles from throughout the Mid¬ 
west. A luxury will he raffled off during 
the show, plus loads of activities for the 
family to enjoy. 815-399-8850 or classic- 
sandchrome.com. 

1 9-20* Rockmania in Rock¬ 
ford. Rock River Valley Gem and Min¬ 
eral Society annual show and sale with 
exhibitions and demonstrations including 
geode cracking, beading with seed beads, 
gem trees, fossil displays, professional 
vendors, fossil and rock identification and 
a special kids’ activity area. 815-397-9112 
or www.midwayvillage.com. 

20* Spoon River China Art 
Guild Annual China Show at the 
Donaldson Center in Canton. 11 a.m. - 
4 p.m. Hand-painted China displays, door 
prizes, China painting demonstrations and 
refreshments. Free, but donations accepted 
and appreciated. 309-647-3390. 

20* Halloween in April at 
Miller Park Zoo in Bloomington. 
1 -3 p.m. Visitors can take part in a cos¬ 
tume parade with candy plus enjoy crafts, 
face painting, games and up close creepy- 
animal encounters. This event will take 
place indoors if weather is inclement, and 
is free with regular paid zoo admission. 
309-434-2250 or www.millerparkzoo.org. 

25-27* Birding Fest 2008 in 
Southern Illinois. Something for every¬ 
one, including guided hikes and tours 
for people of all ages. All programs will 
take place at the Cache River Wetlands 
Center and include guided canoe tours, 
birding hikes, live bird demonstrations, 
wildlife photo exhibit and more. www. 
birdingblitz.org. 

26* Beaux Arts Ball at JHS Bowl 
in Jacksonville. A proud tradition of the 
community, this gala brings out the finest 
in the city’s youth for a wonderful ball and 
coronation of king and queen of the event. 
Largest annual fundraising event for the 
David Strawn Art Gallery. 217-243-5678 
or www.jacksonvilleil.org/tourism. 

26* The Third Annual Wings 
of Spring Confluence Birding 
Festival at Riverlands Migratory Bird 
Sanctory in Alton. Plan on off-site birding 
trips, arts and entertainment, family-cen¬ 
tered educational activities and live bird 
meet and greets and much more. 618-465- 
6676 or www.wingsofspring.org. 

26* Mississippi River Clean Up 2008 
begins at 8 a.m. at Ferry’s Landing in Gale¬ 
na. Join the JDCF, Galena Boat Club and 
a growing number of volunteers to help 
clean the Mississippi River. Free lunch. 
815-858-9100 or www.jdcf.org. 

r* The Gathering at 
Macktown Forest Preserve in 
Rockton. A two-day celebration of the 
first non-native American settlement in 
northern Illinois with traders, trappers, 
voyagers, militia, re-enactors and demon¬ 
strators, historic food, music and games. 
Park at the old high school on Hononegah 
Rd. 815-624'4200 or www.macktownliv- 
inghistory.com. 

* Benny Goodman Tribute 
at Lewis and Clark Community College in 
Godfrey. In 2007, 20-year-old David Ben¬ 
nett played for the Greater Alton Concert 
Association with the New Reformation 
Jazz Band. This outstanding clarinetist has 
recreated the music of Benny Goodman 
and brings to the stage his seven-piece 
ensemble. It’s like going back to the 40s. 
Don’t miss this musical rising star. 618- 
465-7536 or www.altonconcert.org. 

Blessing of the Bikes at 
Bald Knob Cross in Alto Pass. Motor¬ 
cycles gather atop Bald Knob Cross to 
receive a blessing for a good riding sea¬ 
son. 618-893-2344. 

27* Birding Festival in Cypress. 
Birders of all skill levels, field trips and semi¬ 
nars for beginners. Live bird demonstra¬ 
tions, hikes and canoe trips. Skilled birders 
may want to compete in the Birding Blitz 
to see the most species of birds. 618-634- 
2231 or www.birdingblitz.org. 

To be considered for inclusion, please submit events in the format used above. Preference is given to events sponsored by non-profit 
entities. Submitting an event is not a guarantee of publication. Photos are welcome, but will not be returned unless a self-addressed 
and stamped envelope is provided. Events are subject to change, so please contact the event sponsor for confirmation. 

Deadlines: Feb. 15 for May Events, March 15 for June Events Mail to: Illinois Datebook, PO Box 3787, Springfield, IL 62708 
E-mail to: cwagner@aiec.coop 



Love your house 
but hate your heating bills? 

Now through 

March 31,2008, 

GeoComfort will 

match the $300 

federal tax incentive 

with an additional 

$300 Winter Rebate 

for all qualifying 

equipment when 

replacing your existing 

system with a GeoComfort 

geothermal system. 

Love means never having to turn down 
the thermostat 

GeoComfort geothermal systems aren’t only for new construction. 

Reduce your monthly utility costs by up to 70%, and keep the house you love warm—all night long. In 
addition to the benefits to your budget, GeoComfort geothermal comfort systems also are environmentally 

friendly and provide unparalleled comfort for your family. 

So, keep the house; lose the conventional furnace. 

Advantage Comfort Systems D & R Heating & Air, Inc 
Paxton, IL (217)379-6305 Centralia, II (618)548-9090 

Neuhaus Heating & A/C 
Litchfield, IL (217)324-2818 

Bratcher Heating & Air Conditioning, Inc. Davis Electric R & H Plumbing & Heating, Inc. 
Bloomington/Normal, IL (309)454-f611 Rushville, IL (217)322-6677 Altamont, IL (618)483-6159 

Brennan Heating & Cooling 
Jacksonville, IL (217)245-7181 

C & K Heating & Cooling 
Lebanon, IL (618)537-9528 

Climate Company, Inc. 
Breese, IL (618)526-2135 

Ernst Heating & Cooling 
Hamel, IL (6f8)633-224l 

Fowler Heating & Cooling 
Marion, IL (618)997-5288 

Henson Robinson Company 
Springfield, IL(217)544-845i 

Jesse Heating & Air Conditioning 
Decatur, IL (217)422-1744 

Champaign, IL (217)352-8511 

Johnson Heating & A/C 
Kewanee, IL (309)852-2610 

Kuchefski Heating & A/C, Inc. 
Danville, IL (217)442-1454 

Rightnowar HVAC 
Keenes, IL (618)732-8268 

South Side Hardware 
Greenfield, IL (217)368-2705 

Steffen Heating & A/C, Inc. 
Effingham, IL (217)342-2062 

Stevens Heating & Air Conditioning 
Quincy, IL (217)222-5220 

Weeke Sales & Service 
Okawville, IL (618)243-5333 

Weidner Refrigeration, Inc. 
Divernon, IL (217)628-3400 

Geothermal Systems 

www.geocomfort.com 

Long Heating & Cooling 
Macomb, IL (3098)837-4303 

Whitt Sales & Service, Inc. 
Farina, IL (618)245-6404 



THUJA 
‘GREEN GIANT’ 

One of the highest quality evergreens 
available! Green Giant was intro¬ 
duced to the gardening public by the 
U.S. National Arboretum. And what 
an introduction! This outstanding vari¬ 
ety is a vigorous grower often grow¬ 
ing over 3' per year. Adaptable trees 
grow in almost any soil conditions. 
Extremely uniform in pyramidal shape 
and require no trimming. Green Giant 
is very tolerant to pests and diseases. 
Eventually reaches a height of 60' tall 
with a base measuring between 12 
and 20 feet. Grow as a specimen tree 
or as an evergreen windbreak. Plant 
5 to 6 feet apart for a really fast priva¬ 
cy screen, otherwise 10-12 feet apart. 
Green Giant can be trimmed to any 
height and width. Supplies are limited 
so make sure to order yours early! 

8/$43.95 16/$84.95 

’, - i'vi 

CREEPING RED SEDUM 
Cover those hard to fill bare 

spots with blazing color! 
★ Grows in any soil — needs no special care! 
★ Thrives in sun or partial shade! 
★ Quick, even, disciplined spreading! 
★ Guaranteed — inexpensive! 

(Sedum spurium) You’ll be thrilled with this hardy 
ground cover sometimes called Dragon’s Blood. 
Fills those ugly trouble spots with attractive, thick 
evergreen foliage all year and amazes you with bril¬ 
liant, starlike red flowers June through September. 
These are hardy, northern, nursery-grown plants. 

1 9 W $085 24/$7.65 ■ ^ Tor O 48/$14.95 96/$27.95 

GIANT QUINAULT EVERBEARING 
STRAWBERRIES 

Bears all season! 
If you love strawberries but don’t like to pick them, grow 
Quinaults. THEY ACTUALLY GROW BIG AS TEA CUPS! And 
they’re just as delicious as they are big. These firm, deep red 
berries make fancy “restaurant” desserts. Excellent for pre¬ 
serves, freezing and eating fresh, too. When planted in April, 
Quinaults will produce July through September — right up 
until frost! Treat yourself to big luscious berries all season. 

25 for $6 50/S12.95 100/$23.95 

1-YEAR GUARANTEE 
If any item you purchased from us does not live, for a 
FREE REPLACEMENT just RETURN THE ORIGINAL 
SHIPPING LABEL along with your written request 
within 1 year of receipt. Replacement guarantee is 
VOID unless the ORIGINAL SHIPPING LABEL is 
returned. For a refund of the purchase price, RETURN 
THE ITEM AND THE ORIGINAL SHIPPING LABEL, 
with correct postage affixed, within 14 days of receipt. 

□] Shop on-line at: 
m www.HouseOfWesley.com 

"HOUSE OF"WESLEY" 1 

1704 Morrissey Drive DEPT. 979-5037 
Bloomington, Illinois 61704 

Name  

Address   

ip  Phone [ l  

PLEASE SEND ITEMS CHECKED BELOW: 

HUMMINGBIRD VINE 
An old-time favorite! 

(Campsis radicans) Plant this improved variety 
of the old-fashioned trumpet vine to attract 
hummingbirds. Shiny, dark green leaves are 
smothered in large, showy, orange-scarlet 
trumpet-shaped flowers from July to November. 
Vigorous grower. Reaches 20 feet or more. 
Covers arbors, brick walls and fences. Hardy 
plants thrive in poor soil, full or partial sun. 

9 ^$998   

(300 u tor O (600 12/S7.85 
(1200 24/$15.45 (2400 48/$29.95 

Delightful blossoms of red, white, or purple each 
summer in a lifetime fence of natural beauty. 
These hardy shrubs will grow naturally to 5-10 
feet for an informal privacy screen or can be 
trimmed for a neat colorful hedge. Bursts into 
brilliant bloom in mid-summer and continues to 
flower through fall. Order today and receive 1-2 
foot shrubs. Our choice of colors. 

Shipping & Processing $ 2.95 
SUBTOTAL $  

IL Residents add 6.25% Sales Tax $  
TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED 

OR CHARGED $  

□ Check or Money Order enclosed. 

□ Mastercard □ VISA 

Credit Card Number: 

COLORADO BLUE SPRUCE 
4-year old, 1-2 foot size! 

Order elegant Colorado Blue Spruce now at our low sale price 
of only $1.95 each. So popular and versatile! Makes a showy, 
single-accent planting, privacy row or windbreak. Spectacular in 
corner groupings. You’ll receive select, nicely-branched 4-year 
old trees. These are at least 1-2' tall, just right for shaping the 
way you want them to grow. All strong, transplanted trees with 
well developed root systems for fast starts. 

$195 each 
Expiration Date: 

Signature:  3/$5.75 6/$10.95 9/$15.95 12/$19.95 

HOW 
MANY 

CAT. 
NO. NAME OF ITEM COST 

N7948 THUJA 'GREEN GIANT 

N7036 CR. RED SEDUM 

N6607 Q. STRAWBERRIES 

N6877 ROSE OF SHARON 

N7306 HUMMINGBIRD VINE 

N6172 4-YR. BLUE SPRUCE 

25 

"THAN 

GIANT ROBINSON 
STRAWBERRIES 

< you" GIFT FREE WITH A $10 ( 
FREE 

»DER! 


