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Love your house 
but hate your heating bills? 

Now through 

March 31,2008, 

GeoComfort will 

match the $300 

federal tax incentive 

with an additional 

$300 Winter Rebate 
for all qualifying 

equipment when 

replacing your existing 

system with a GeoComfort 
geothermal system. 

Love means never having to turn down 
the thermostat. 

GeoComfort geothermal systems aren’t only for new construction. 

Reduce your monthly utility costs by up to 70%, and keep the house you love warm—all night long. In 
addition to the benefits to your budget, GeoComfort geothermal comfort systems also are environmentally 
friendly and provide unparalleled comfort for your family. 

So, keep the house; lose the conventional furnace. 

Advantage Comfort Systems 
Paxton, IL (217)379-6305 

D & R Heating & Air, Inc 
Centralia, IL (618)548-9090 

Neuhaus Heating & A/C 
Litchfield, IL (217)324-2818 

Bratcher Heating & Air Conditioning, Inc. Davis Electric 
Bloomington/Normal, IL (309)454-1611 Rushville, IL (217)322-6677 

R & H Plumbing & Heating, Inc. 
Altamont, IL (618)483-6159 

Brennan Heating & Cooling 
Jacksonville, IL (217)245-7181 

C & K Heating & Cooling 
Lebanon, IL (618)537-9528 

Climate Company, Inc. 
Breese, IL (618)526-2135 

Geothermal Systems 
www.geocomfort.com 

Ernst Heating & Cooling 
Hamel, IL (6f8)633-2244 

Fowler Heating & Cooling 
Marion, IL (618)997-5288 

Henson Robinson Company 
Springfield, IL (217)544-8451 

Jesse Heating & Air Conditioning 
Decatur, IL (217)422-1744 

Champaign, IL (2'17)352-8511 

Johnson Heating & A/C 
Kewanee, IL (309)852-2610 

Kuchefski Heating & A/C, Inc. 
Danville, IL (217)442-1454 

Long Heating & Cooling 
Macomb, IL (3098)837-4303 

Rightnowar HVAC 
Keenes.IL (618)732-8268 

South Side Hardware 
Greenfield, 11(217)368-2705 

Steffen Heating & A/C, Inc. 
Effingham, IL (217)342-2062 

Stevens Heating & Air Conditioning 
Quincy, IL (217)222-5220 

Weeke Sales & Service 
Okawville, IL (618)243-5333 

Weidner Refrigeration, Inc. 
Divemon, IL (217)628-3400 

Whitt Sales & Service, Inc. 
Farina, IL (618)245-6404 
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Your Shelter From the Perfect Storm 
Co-ops are involved in the solutions for our energy future 

Your electric cooperative is facing many chal¬ 
lenges as it strives to meet your energy needs. 

The members you elected to the board of directors, 
the CEO and employees who work for you are 
planning for the future while facing an incredible 
number of issues and uncertainties. Those involved 
in this process often talk about a “perfect storm” 
that is forming. 

The elements of this storm include the need 
for more power, rising costs for fuel to generate 
electricity, escalating prices for the materials 
needed to build power plants, expensive emissions 
control equipment and new federal regulations, 
all set against a background of debate on climate 
change. 

The good news is the growth in energy demand 
we are experiencing means a boost for our state’s 
economy. But the downside is that these challenges 
mean it’s getting harder to meet your energy needs 
in an economical fashion. 

Electric cooperatives are investing in a diverse 
portfolio of generation resources. Our portfolio of 
generation resources includes renewable energy, 
clean-coal technology and natural gas, along with 
energy-efficiency programs that have postponed the 
need for additional power in the short term. 

Co-ops are also 
being very proactive and 
innovative in exploring 
new energy options. One 
Illinois co-op was the first 
distribution co-op in the 
nation to install a wind 
turbine. Two more are also 
exploring the possibility of 
installing wind turbines. 
Another Illinois co-op 
has plans to build the first 
biomass generating plant 
in the state. 

It will take all of these options plus your 
support by using energy efficiently to make sure 
we have enough energy to fuel a growing rural 
economy. For example, consider just one new fac¬ 
tor in the rural Illinois energy landscape - ethanol. 
Although some ethanol plants are struggling to 
get started, it is obvious to me that we need to 
build more ethanol plants here in rural Illinois. We 
need to lower our dependence on foreign oil to the 

“Not only is the increased 
demand for energy and the 
increased cost of producing 
energy going to impact your 

co-op and your electric bill, so 
will energy legislation." 

extent we can, and ethanol is one answer. Ethanol 
plants will, however, require more electricity. 

Look around your own home or business and 
I’ll bet you’ll find dozens of new items you’ve added 
in the last few years that use electricity. Computers, 
DVD players, cell phone and iPod chargers. Oh, 
and how about that new high definition TV you 
got for Christmas. Did you know that a 42-inch 
plasma TV uses as much energy as a full-size 
refrigerator? Some estimate that 5 percent of our 
electricity is used to power all of these new gadgets 
when they’re just sitting there in standby mode. 

Not only is the increased demand for energy 
and the increased cost of producing energy going 
to impact your co-op and your electric bill, so will 
energy legislation. Legislation addressing climate 
change and other energy issues will have a price 
tag. We will be actively involved on your behalf 
with the climate change and energy debate. 

The climate change issue is critical. We must 
get it right. Part of the discussion must involve our 
energy security and the impact on our economy 
all the way down to your meter and your monthly 
bill. On one side of the debate there are those who 
don’t want any more power plants built that use 
coal for fuel. We believe this is a shortsighted view. 

Coal is by far the most affordable way to 
generate electricity. Technology is in place and 
being used today to reduce emissions. We believe 
a mix of resources that includes coal offers the 
best option to help electric cooperative members 
weather this perfect storm. We are very excited 
that Illinois was chosen as the site for the new 
FutureGen project. It will be the model for future 
coal-fired generating plants throughout the world. 

New clean coal generating technology has to 
be a part of our energy future and the majority of 
the Illinois electric cooperatives are participating in 
the Prairie State Energy Campus. This generating 

(Continued on page 6) 

N. Duane Noland is the President/CEO 
of the Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives, Springfield. He is a former 
state senator, active on his family farm 
near Blue Mound and a member of Shelby 
Electric Cooperative. 

The opinions and views of guest commen¬ 
tators are their own and may not represent 
those of the Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives or the electric co-ops of Illinois. 
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Pre-Portioned Cookie Dough 
Available 

mg rrojirs wun a tunaraising ravurue: 

EARN 50% PROFIT 
selling Spirit of America’s 

GOURMET COOKIE DOUGH 

FREE PRE-SELL BROCHURES 
Ten delicious Cookie Dough flavors are featured 

on our colorful pre-sell brochure. Packed in 
3 pound re-closable, re-freezable tubs, each tub 

bakes up to 96 mouth-watering cookies! 
Simply scoop and bake! 

10 Delicious Flavors: 

Chocolate Chunk 

Peanut Butter 

Oatmeal Raisin 

Sugar Cookie 

White Chunk Macadamia Nut 

Chocolate Chip 

Mint Chocolate Chip 

Cookie with M&M’s 

Snickerdoodle 

Double Chocolate Brownie 

Everyone loves cookies! Gourmet Cookie Dough is the perfect 
fundraiser for all groups. Fast and easy profits are guaranteed with 

our delicious variety of 10 gourmet flavors. 

• Earn 50% PROFIT! 
• FREE Pre-Sell Brochures 
• FREE Shipping on Qualifying Orders 

Sell each tub for $13.00 and you keep $6.50 Profit on each sale. 
50% Profit means profits add up faster! 

mm. 

SAMPLE PROFIT CHART 
# of 

Sellers 

# Tubs Sold 

(per seller) 

Your * 

Profit 
v. 

20 8 $ 1,040 8 

40 8 $ 2,080 

100 8 $ 5,200 

300 8 $ 15,600 ^ 

500 8 $ 26,000 

V1ERICA FUNDRAISERS 

P.O. Box 709 
Montgomery, AL 36101 -0709 

CALL TOLL FREE 

1-800-628-3671 
m to order or for more information 

HI 

Request a FREE catalog featuring 
other great fundraising products! 

M&M’s - Hershey’s 
First Aid Kits - Fire Extinguishers and more! 

2MILE82 



FutureGen Alliance Selects Mattoon 
for Near-Zero Emissions Coal-fueled Power Plant 
FutureGen, a coal gasification 

facility that will convert coal 
into hydrogen and electricity 
while capturing and safely 
storing the greenhouse gas car¬ 
bon dioxide deep underground, 
will be built in Mattoon. It 
will lay the groundwork for 
developing similar plants 
around the country and the 
world, pioneering the capture 
and storage of greenhouse 
gases. By sequestering the 
CO, in deep geological reser¬ 
voirs more than one-mile 
underground in the Mt. Simon 
Sandstone reservoir, emissions 
are eliminated. 

The site evaluation process 
was rigorous, transparent and 
held to the highest level of 
scrutiny. The U.S. Department 
of Energy’s environmental 
review was thorough and 
resulted in finding all four can¬ 
didate sites worthy of being 
selected. The Alliance used 
more than 120 different fac¬ 
tors in the general areas of cost, 
risks to cost and schedule, and 
benefits in making the final 
selection. 

Other states including 
Indiana, Kentucky, Ohio, 

Pennsylvania, Wisconsin and 
Wyoming supported Illinois’ 
campaign for 
the facility. 
These states 
represent 
almost two- 
thirds of 
coal produced 
in the United 
States each year 
and 51 percent of 
our country’s coal reserves. 

The Alliance and Illinois 
will now work together to 
move FutureGen forward at a 
continued fast pace to develop 
this much-needed, first-of-a- 
kind research and development 
program. With the issue of 
climate change at the top of 
Congress’ agenda and on the 
minds of many policy-makers 
around the globe, FutureGen 
and its continued progress 
toward advancing new tech¬ 
nologies such as carbon capture 
and storage is more important 
than ever. 

In addition to placing 
Illinois at the center of clean 
coal energy innovation and fur¬ 
thering the revitalization of the 
Illinois coal industry, FutureGen 

FutureGen 
"“ILLINOIS 

will have a significant economic 
impact on the region and state. 
A recent study by Southern 
Illinois University in Carbondale 

showed that 
during the 
four-year 
construction 
period, there 

would be more 
than $1 billion in economic 
impact statewide and 1,225 
indirect and induced spin-off 
jobs created as a result of the 
economic ripple effect generated 
by FutureGen. Once the facility 
is operational, the study noted 
that FutureGen would generate 
$135 million annually in total 
statewide economic output, with 
an $85 million annual increase 
in Coles County alone. 

The FutureGen Alliance is 
a non-profit organization that 
represents some of the world’s 
largest coal companies and 
electric utilities. The Alliance 
is partnering with the U.S. 
Department of Energy to design 
and build the facility. Fearn 
more about FutureGen and the 
Alliance at www.FutureGen 
Alliance.org or visit www.Future 
GenForIllinois.com. ■ 

COMMENTARY (Continued from page 4) 

plant will use 21st century technologies, making 
it among the cleanest U.S. coal-fueled plants with 
emission rates that are approximately 80 percent 
lower than existing U.S. power plants. 

Illinois co-op leaders are also committed to 
innovative use of renewable energy sources. Co-ops 
have also been leaders in energy efficiency tech¬ 
nology such as geothermal heat pumps. We are 
committed to continuing to explore innovative 
new energy resource options and energy efficiency 
technology. 

The bottom line is we need to include all the 

options, all our technology, all our efforts to use 
energy efficiently in order to solve this perfect 
energy storm. 

Electric co-ops represent a unique viewpoint 
in this energy debate because co-ops are owned by 
the members. I hope you will let your co-op leaders 
know how you feel about this issue. We promise 
to continue to print articles that will help you 
understand this complex issue. There are no easy 
answers. But we must all be engaged in the debate 
and the solutions. ■ 

". 
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Moderate La Nina Persisting, Warmer February Expected The latest sea-surface temperature analysis across the 

equatorial Pacific Ocean reveals that cooler than 

normal ocean temperatures 

have continued over the last 

month. As a result, the La 

Nina that developed this 

past fall is persisting and 

has actually strengthened 

somewhat. 

Taking a look at other 

climate years that have 

had a similar La Nina 

in place during the win¬ 

ter (specifically 1989, 

1996, 2006) reveal that 

typically the second half 

of winter tends to be 

warmer than average. 

Other climate indices 

such as the NAO (North 

Atlantic Oscillation) index also favor a milder February 

across Illinois by hinting at an upper level ridge pattern for 

at least part of the month. Current thinking is that much 

of the state will see mean temperatures that average two to 

three degrees above normal during the month of February. 

As a result, energy usage and costs with respect to heating 

should also be lower than normal. 

The Illinois map this month illustrates the tern- 

December Temperature 
Departure From Normal 

February Temperature Outlook 

to -5°F 
Above Normal 

to -3 F 

1° to +t 

to +3 F 

| Slightly Above Normal 

| Near Normal 

[slightly Below Normal ejsweather.com 

perature departure from normal across the state for this 

past December. As can been seen, the northern half of 

the state saw the forecasted cooler than normal start to 

winter mainly because of more snow cover. However, the 

southern half of the state saw temperatures average a little 

closer to normal than was originally predicated. 
Source: EJS Weather, Newton, Ilk, 

www.ejsweather.com or call 618-783-3040. ■ 

Good Samaritan Initiative 
is for Those Without Utility Service 
As part of his Keep Warm Illinois campaign, Governor Rod R. 

Blagojevich announced the start of the Good Samaritan Initiative for 

the 2007-2008 winter season. The initiative provides more affordable 

reconnection terms to Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program 

(LIHEAP) recipients who have had their utility services disconnected. 

The Good Samaritan Initiative will help disconnected low-income 

customers by reducing the amount that the utility companies require to 

restore service. LIHEAP beneficiaries, whose outstanding balances are 

too high to be covered by a grant alone but less than $3,000, will need 

to pay only $250 or 20 percent of the remaining balance, whichever is 

less, to have their service restored. Customers must also set up payment 

plans with their utilities for the remainder of their balance. 

You can contribute to the Good Samaritan Trust Fund. The fund, 

which was established by law in 2003, allows Illinois residents and 

businesses to voluntarily contribute money toward the heating bills of low- 

income families. Contributions will benefit low-income residents of the 

county from which funds were donated. Donations are tax-deductible. 

To contribute to the Good Samaritan Energy Trust Fund, send 

donations to: Good Samaritan Trust Fund, P.O. Box 19154, Springfield, IL 

62794. 
Source: Illinois Energy Forum H 

Department of 
Defense to Use 
Biofuels for Jets 
The Syntroleum Corporation recently 

announced that it has signed a contract 

to provide synthetic jet fuel made from 
renewable feedstock to the U.S. Department 

of Defense (DOD). 

Syntroleum will provide 500 gallons 

of ultra-clean renewable synthetic jet fuel 

produced entirely from fats supplied by Tyson 

Foods, Inc., using the company’s recently- 

announced Biofining™ technology. The 

fuel will be used for research development 

and performance testing in military turbine 

applications as part of the DOD’s Assured 

Fuels Program. The U.S. Air Force has 

expressed its desire to source 50 percent of its 

fuel needs from domestic alternative sources 

by 2016, and plans to certify its entire fleet of 

aircraft for alternative fuel use by 2010. 

Source: www.syntroleum.com ■ 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • February 2008 



The World Must Help China and India Handle Energy Growth Energy developments in China and 
India are transforming the global 

energy system as a result of their sheer 
size, according to a new report from 
the International Energy Agency 
(IEA). 

The ISA’s “World Energy Outlook 
2007” warns that global energy con¬ 
sumption could increase well over 50 
percent by 2030. Energy use in China 
and India could double by 2030, 
providing nearly half the world’s 
growth in energy consumption. 

If that happened, global carbon 
dioxide emissions from energy use 

would increase by 57 percent. The 
world’s oil production would also 
be increasingly concentrated in the 
Middle East, and the IEA notes that 
“it is very uncertain” whether supplies 
would keep up with demand. 

Fortunately, the IEA also sees 
the possibility for a brighter energy 
future. Measures to improve energy 
efficiency could cause global carbon 
dioxide emissions to level off in the 
2020s. 

If the world decides to stabilize 
atmospheric concentrations of 
carbon dioxide at around 450 parts 

per million (a goal often cited by 
climate scientists), global emissions 
would have to peak in 2012 and fall 
sharply below 2005 levels by 2030, 
according to the IEA. That could 
be achieved through a combination 
of aggressive energy efficiency 
measures, greater use of renewable 
and nuclear energy sources and 
widespread deployment of carbon 
capture and storage technologies, 
says the report. 

Source: U.S. Department of Energy’s 
Office of Energy Efficiency 

and Renewable Energy ■ 

Center Will Focus on Training for Coal Industry Rend Lake College (RLC) could 
become the first community col¬ 

lege in the history of Illinois to 
install a $1 million facility dedicated 
to training a workforce for the coal 
mining industry. 

State Representative Kurt 
Granberg (D-107th) announced in 
December during the Rend Lake 
College Foundation Annual Dinner 
his intentions to secure $ 1 million in 
state funding for a new coal mining 
technology center for the college. 
While he could not make a formal 

announcement, he said he is “very 
optimistic” that funding can be 
secured for such an endeavor. 

Granberg’s announcement is 
another step in a successful history 
of supporting RLC and Southern 
Illinois. Sadly, the Assistant Majority 
Leader’s 22-year tenure will come 
to a close after this term. Granberg 
recently announced that he will step 
down as representative of the 107th 
District to pursue other professional 
opportunities. 

Grandberg explained that an 

international group of companies are 
currently conducting coal investment 
feasibility studies in the U.S. Right 
now, their choice of where to operate 
is between Illinois and Texas. If the 
choice is Illinois, it could mean a great 
opportunity for Southern Illinois. 

“If that happens, you are going to 
see international focus on Southern 
Illinois,” Granberg said. He added 
that a coal mining technology center 
at RLC would be an important part in 
a successful boom of the Illinois coal 
industry. ■ 

Energy Act Creates New Energy Efficiency Standards The Energy Independence and Security Act of 2007, 
signed into law on Dec. 19, phases out the use 

of inefficient incandescent lights and imposes 
improved energy efficiency standards on a wide 
variety of products. 

According to the American Council for an 
Energy-Efficient Economy (ACEEE), the new 
standards for light bulbs require them to use 
about 20-30 percent less energy by 2014, while 
requiring DOE to set standards for light bulbs 
to cut their energy use at least 35 percent by 
2020. The initial targets could be met with 
compact fluorescent lamps and advanced 
incandescent lamps that combine halogen 
capsules with infrared-reflective coatings. 
The 2020 standards will encourage the use of 
LEDs (light-emitting diodes) and other advanced 
lighting technologies. 

The Alliance to Save Energy (ASE) calls the act 
“the most significant energy-efficiency legislation 

in three decades” and notes that the lighting 
standards alone will cut electric bills by $13 
billion per year, eliminating the need for 60 

mid-sized power plants. 
The energy act also sets new minimum 

efficiency standards for external power 
supplies, dishwashers, dehumidifiers, 

residential boilers, electric motors and walk-in 
coolers and freezers. It directs DOE to conduct 
new rulemakings on residential refrigerators and 
clothes washers. It also allows DOE to establish 
a regional standard for heating products and 

two regional standards for cooling products, in 
addition to the national standard. Such regional stan¬ 

dards will allow DOE to account for significant climate 
differences throughout the United States. ■ 
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$20,000 in Classroom Grants Awarded to 
local co-op schools 

Touchstone Energy electric coopera¬ 
tives across Illinois distributed a 

total of $20,000 in Touchstone Energy 
Classroom Empowerment Grants to 
fund innovative, unfunded school 
projects or materials. Twenty-one 
projects were awarded money from a 
total of the 130 projects submitted to 
the grant program. 

Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives Marketing Administra¬ 
tor Nancy Nixon said, “These grants 
will provide a real boost for smaller 
projects that would not otherwise be 
funded. Your local Touchstone Energy 
cooperative is committed to the com¬ 
munity and improving conditions for 
local students is a priority.” 

Eligibility was limited to schools 
located in Touchstone Energy coop¬ 
erative service territory, but they did 
not have to be served electrically by 

The following schools received grants: 

Scales Mound H.S. Greenhouse electric controls 

Dieterich H.S. Wall simulators for household wiring 

Fulton Community H.S. Computerized embroidery machine 

Fulton Grade School Science library/learning centers 

Martinsville Grade School Solar powered power car 

Coulterville School District Science education beyond the classroom 

Lincoln Intermediate in Monmout 4-Rs recycling program 

Bushnell Prairie City H.S. in Avon Physics in acf/on, water as fuel 

Bushnell Prairie Elem. in Avon Listen to Learn program 

New Simpson Hill School in Tunnel Hill Generating future co-ops 

Main Street School in Shelbyville Smart Boards 

Mendon Schools Shoebox tasks program 

Central A & M H.S. in Moweaqua Graphing data loggers 

Red Bud Grade School Energized through learning program 

St. John the Baptist School in Red Bud Electric curriculum 

Ana Jr. High School Energy conservation program 

Irvington Grade School Special Education program 

Immaculate Conception in Columbia Tankless water heaters for school 

Eldorado H.S. Smart Boards for teaching rural history 

Field Community School in Texico Electronic library books 

Dewey School in Quincy Technology needed for seven habits program 

A group of students at Dieterich High School received the giant check presentation from 
Norris Electric Cooperative for the $750 grant their teacher was awarded for household 
wiring wall simulators. 

a cooperative. Projects could not be 
funded by any other source. Although 
electric-oriented projects were not re¬ 
quired, extra consideration was given 
to projects that are electric oriented. 

For more information about Touch' 
stone Energy Classroom Empowerment 
Grants, please contact your local electric 
cooperative. 
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WHAT TO FIX, 
WHAT TO NIX, 
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AND HOW TO SAVE MONEY NOW. 
BY MICHELLE MCNEAL 

At one time or another, it’s likely 
that we’ve all walked through a 

store and gazed wistfully at the rows 
of new appliances, gleaming in the 
fluorescent lights and promising to 
improve our lives. “Is it time I up¬ 
graded?” “Would stainless steel look 
great in my kitchen?” “Would that 
large capacity washer save me time?” 
“Will my clothes last longer?” “Is it 
cheaper to huy a new stove than fix 
my old one?” “Will it make me a bet¬ 
ter cook?” 

And one question we should all 
ask, “Will that Energy Star® appliance 
really save me money each month?” 

While we can’t help you answer 
every question that goes through your 
head as you marvel at the new gadgets 
available, we can help you decide 
when it’s time to consider getting rid 
of the old and bringing in the new to 
save you money. 

TO FIX OR NOT TO FIX 
The cost of repairing appliances 

has remained about the same since 
2000, but the costs of new appliances 
have fallen, causing more and more 
homeowners to buy new rather than 
fix the old. Plus, with 37 percent less 
repair shops around, it’s getting harder 
to find someone willing to fix things. 

Consumer Reports, in a 2005 
survey, found that its readers were 
repairing 16 percent fewer appliances 
than they were in 1997. Their expert 

advice—toss anything that costs un¬ 
der $150. And don’t bother repairing 
a large appliance if the repair costs are 
more than 50 percent of the price of a 
new one. 

So if you’re looking at the fi¬ 
nances of fixing that old toaster or 
blender, you’re most likely better off 
to just buy new. Of course, Consumer 
Reports reminds you to check for war¬ 
ranties and call the manufacturer for 
all appliances, small and large, before 
deciding to nix something. Sometimes 
the manufacturer will repair or replace 
something free of charge. 

And then, there is the green 
angle to consider. The Green Guide 
recommends that you weigh the 
manufacturing and waste costs to 
the environment against the possible 
lower energy and water usage of a new 
appliance, which benefits the environ¬ 
ment. 

The guide recommends the same 
cost comparison as Consumer Reports: 
if it’s more than 50 percent of the new 
cost to fix it, buy new. 

If you do choose to buy new, keep 
in mind that there are two prices on 
every appliance you purchase—the 
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This simple Kill A Waff mefer can give members fhe waffage an appli¬ 
ance is using. If's a greaf way fo see how much your major and small 
appliances are cosfing you each monfh. 
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When shopping for 
new appliances, 
always look for the 
EnergyGuide label. 
It displays a com¬ 
parison scale that 
shows the least and 
most energy used by 
comparable mod¬ 
els, as well as the 
yearly operational 
cost based on the 
national average 
energy cost. 

price you pay to take it home and the 
price you pay to run it in your home. 

Dana Smith, Director of Member 
and Public Relations at Rural Electric 
Convenience Cooperative in Auburn, 
tells his members they can purchase 
a small amp/watt meter for under $25 
to check any 120-volt appliance’s en¬ 
ergy usage. That way, you’ll know how 
much energy your old appliance is us¬ 
ing each month. Then you can check 
that cost against the EnergyGuide lo¬ 
cated on new appliances and see how 
much buying a more efficient model 
coulci save you. 

The EnergyGuide is the bright 
yellow label prominently displayed 
on new appliances. It contains a 
comparison scale that shows the least 
and most energy used by comparable 
models, plus an arrow pointing to 
where this particular model falls on 
the scale. The yearly operational cost 
of the model is also displayed. It is 
based on the national average energy 
cost. You’ll need to take your current 
energy rate per kWh and multiply it 
by the number of kWhs the appliance 
will use in a year to get a more precise 
amount. 

To ensure you’re getting an en¬ 
ergy efficient model, also look for the 
Energy Star logo. Energy Star is a joint 
program of the U.S. Department of 
Energy and the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency. The program 
identifies high-efficiency appliances 
such as clothes washers, dishwashers, 
refrigerators, televisions, VCRs, home 
audio equipment, DVDs, computer 
monitors and printers. Smith says, 
“The Energy Star label gives you a 
simple assurance that a product is 
reputable and that it’s one of the more 
energy-efficient models available.” If 
one in 10 homes used all Energy Star 
appliances, it would be equivalent in 
environmental benefit to planting 1.7 
million acres of trees. 

Let’s take a specific look at the 
three biggest appliances in your home: 
your clothes washer, dishwasher and 
refrigerator. 

CIOTHCS WASHERS 
Washers continue to improve 

each year. The Green Guide says that 
replacing even a 2005 model washer 

could save you energy costs and water. 
And if your washer was made before 
1994, it could be costing you $110 a 
year more on your utility bills, not to 
mention using more water. 

New washers are also larger ca¬ 
pacity, saving time by allowing you 
to have fewer loads if the dryer is the 
same capacity. And many new washers 
do not have agitators so they’re easier 
on fabrics, allowing your clothes to 
better survive years of washing. 

If you’re fortunate enough to be 
part of a municipal or co-op water 
system, or you have a well that never 
runs dry, you may not be overly con¬ 
cerned about water usage. However, 
if you’ve had to postpone showers, 
flushing toilets, that first pot of coffee 
in the morning, or had to take your 
clothes to the Laundromat, you’ve 
surely learned to appreciate every drop 
of this precious resource. 

If you are one of the unfortunates 
who haul water yourself or pay to have 
your well filled, a new washer could 
help save you big on water usage de¬ 
pending on your current model. Front 
loading washers use about one third of 
the water of a conventional top load¬ 
ing washer. Energy Star models use 10- 
50 percent less water and energy. They 
could also save you $550 in operating 
costs over the life of the washer. 

But what about dryers? The aver¬ 
age lifespan of a good dryer is 13 years 
and as long as it has a moisture sensor, 
a new one won’t save you much on 

energy costs. Energy Star doesn’t label 
dryers because of the small differences 
in energy usage. Of course, many 
people want a matched set and always 
buy a washer and dryer together. 

Save Money Now: Run your washer 
only when it’s full. Always use the cold 
water rinse cycle and use cold water 
wash whenever possible. Heating the 
hot water used each cycle is 90 per¬ 
cent of your washer’s operating cost. 

D/SHWASHERS 
Did you know that using a dish¬ 

washer on average saves more water 
than washing dishes by hand? Newer 
models use even less hot water. They 
have sensors that determine the 
length of the wash cycle needed and 
many have a light wash or energy sav¬ 
ing cycle that can save even more. You 
can expect a new one to last about 
nine years. An Energy Star model, in 
addition to saving water, could save 
$90 in operating costs over another 
model. 

Save Money Now: Run only full loads 
and don’t use the dry feature - let 
them air dry. Don’t use pre-rinse or 
high-temperature settings unless abso¬ 
lutely necessary. 

REFR/GERATOR 
Now let’s talk about the big¬ 

gest energy-using appliance in your 
home, your refrigerator. The newest 
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federal standards were put in place 
in 2001. Models older than that cost 
about $100 more a year to run. If you 
bought your fridge in 1990 and re¬ 
placed it with an Energy Star model, 
you could save enough on energy 
costs to light your home for four 
months. Why? Because newer models 
have high-efficiency compressors, 
improved insulation and more precise 
temperature and defrost mechanisms. 
Consider also that top-freezer models 
use 10 to 24 percent less energy than 
side by side models, and automatic 
defrost chest freezers can cost 40 
percent more to operate than manual 
defrost models. 

The Energy Star Web site has a 
refrigerator retirement savings cal¬ 
culator to help you figure out what 
you’re paying now. 

Bob Dickey, Manager of Market¬ 
ing and Economic Development at 
Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative, 
investigates high bill complaints and 
performs energy audits for members. 
Ele says, “One of the biggest issues we 
see is that the old appliance is moved 

to the basement, or 

worse, to an unconditioned garage or 
back porch. 

“We have seen appliances in 
breezeways or placed in front of 
windows where the sun is beating 
through onto the back of a freezer or 
refrigerator.” A refrigerator kept in 
such an area will use more energy to 
keep its contents cool. 

Also, Dickey warns that the seals 
around the door of a refrigerator or 
freezer can become very hard when 
placed in an unconditioned space. 
This will hurt the sealing capabilities 
and allow for air leakage. “All of these 
situations will increase energy usage 
enough to be noticeable on a mem¬ 
ber’s electric bill,” he says. 

Many times, when consumers 
purchase a new refrigerator, they put 
the old one in the garage or shed 
for overflow or sodas and the like. 
Is this bad? It depends. How much 
is it worth to you? If having that 
convenience outweighs the energy 
usage then it’s worth it to you. Just be 
aware that depending on its age, that 
fridge could be costing you $10-$40 a 
month, or more, to run. 

If you’re really curious as to how 
much that old fridge in the garage is 
costing you, we recommend buying 
the small meter mentioned earlier. 
You might be surprised at how much 
you pay each year to keep those sodas 
cool. Keep in mind too that many 
new refrigerator models are designed 
to be used indoors, hot in garages or 
sheds, and can have condensation is¬ 
sues if used in those spaces. 

Save Money Now: Keep your refrig¬ 
erator and freezer full. The freezer 
should be kept defrosted and the 
temperature set at 0 degrees E Keep 
the fridge temperature between 35 
and 38 degrees E Make sure the door 
seals are tight and always give the 
door an extra nudge when you close 
it. Clean the condenser coils carefully 
every six to 12 months and make sure 
air can circulate between the appli¬ 
ance and the wall and cabinets. Don’t 
place your fridge beside your oven, 
dishwasher or in direct sunlight. 

Rew Retro Appliances 
fter restoring an old home or vintage kitchen, some homeowners feel 
that placing a new stainless steel stove in it would just be wrong. With 

a quick Internet search we found several companies selling reproduction 
vintage-look appliances. They meet today’s safety standards but have the 
retro look. These appliances are not, however, Energy Star certified. Check 
out www.appliances41 l.com for a listing of several companies selling these 
appliances. It’s just one more thing to think about when shopping. You have 
a lot of choices! 

For more Unformation 
The Green Guide: www.thegreenguide.com 
Energy Star: www.energystar.gov 
Consumer Reports: www.consumerreports.org 
Appliance 411 Information: www.appliance411.com 
U.S. Department of Energy: 

www. eere .e nergy. gov/consumer/your_home/ 

www.icl.coop 



When an Appliance is More Than it Seems 
Sometimes a blender is more than just a blender, and a refrigera¬ 

tor is a symbol of a dream. That’s what we discovered when 
Rural Electric Convenience Cooperative in Auburn ran an oldest 
appliance contest to coincide with it’s 70th anniversary celebra¬ 
tion last year. They received information about toasters, vacuums, 
fans, washers and more ranging from the early 1920s on. 

Bill Hunt of Taylorville submitted the story of his 1948 Ham¬ 
ilton Beach Milkshake Machine, a tradition that continues to 
bring his family together. Hunt’s mother bought the machine the 
year he was sick with rheumatic fever. “My mother and I had a 
milkshake everyday,” he remembers. 

In early 1950, the machine passed to his grandmother to 
make shakes for her customers at their filling station in Lang- 
leyville. In the 1960s, the milkshake maker made its way back to 
Hunt. “My wife made milkshakes for our family. Our girls loved 
the thick shakes and the stories of my youth,” he says. 

Since the early ‘80s, Hunt and his wife have been entertain¬ 
ing their grandchildren the same way. “Today my wife and I can’t 
wait for our great grandson to know that when the big green 
Hamilton Beach milkshake maker with the big silver cup is pulled 
off the shelf it’s time for the family to gather to tell stories of the 
past and enjoy those wonderful, wonderful shakes,” he says. 

The co-op received photos and information about six work¬ 
ing refrigerators and a freezer from its members. Kevin Smith of 
Divernon submitted a story with his 1925 G.E. refrigerator that 
marked his move from city to country life and the realization of a 
goal. 

Every summer throughout high school and college, Smith 
worked for a neighbor, Jim, in his painting business. “While toiling 
under the hot summer sun we talked away the time discussing the 
past, mostly his since I didn’t have much behind me yet, the pres¬ 
ent and of course some of our hopes for the future,” says Smith. 

“One of my hopes was to be able to move out to the country 
and buy an old farmhouse that had a barn or small workshop. Jim 
knew I always liked his old refrigerator and one day when we were 
talking about the future he told me, ‘When you get that place in 
the country you can have that old thing.’” 

When Smith graduated college he and his wife got married 
at their new home, an old farmhouse in rural Divernon. Jim at¬ 
tended the wedding and with a hug and a clap on the back said to 
Smith, “You did it.. .hot dang you did it. You got that place in the 
country we always talked about. I’m so proud of you.” Smith had 
forgotten all about their “agreement” until Jim asked when he was 
stopping by to pick up his new fridge. 

Smith says, “Jim passed away in June 2005, but the refrigera¬ 
tor is still in that shop out in the country we dreamed of, keeping 
beverages frosty on those long summer days of working out in the 
sun.” 

Every ice cold soda in this 1925 G.E. refrigerator reminds 
Kevin Smith of his late friend, Jim. 

Bill Hunt's Milkshake Machine is more than 
just that, it's a symbol of memories he and his 
family will share for a lifetime. 



The Personal Side of Safety 
Putting a face on safety makes the subject more important 

Not long ago, I was at a conference and the key¬ 

note speaker was sharing a personal experience 

of a dear friend who was seriously injured in an 

electrical accident. I sat there in silence and began 

to think about safety and what it meant to me 

and how it affected other people. And after some 

thought, I realized that this presenter spoke with 

such passion because safety had become very per¬ 

sonal for him. In a sense, safety had taken on a 

face... the face of his friend who had been seriously 

injured while working with electricity. 

I share my thoughts on this because I realized 

that each one of us has a choice concerning safety, 

whether at our jobs or at home. I believe we 

can read articles in this publication or any other 

magazine, hear talks on safety and even go to 

conferences, but until safety becomes personal to 

us we will not fully become engaged in the deepest 

sense of what safety is all about. 

For example, what if you found out one of your 

family members had been diagnosed with a serious 

heart condition? That personal experience may 

then prompt you to want to learn CPR. And if you 

were driving home from work one evening and 

saw someone stranded on the side of the road in 

the middle of a winter storm, you may think about 

how awful that would be if that were someone in 

your family, and you may take extra care to better 

prepare your, and your loved ones’, cars for winter 

storms. Why are these experiences different than 

simply reading about safety? It’s because safety be¬ 

came personal! 

Have you ever allowed yourself to put a face to 

safety? Can you see how vital it is to protect those 

you love, including yourself, by taking safety very 

serious? If we all make the commitment to making 

safety personal, I believe that we can become a very 

safety-conscious state and we will all benefit. 

Safe Electricity Puts a Face on Safety 

“Safety had taken on 
a face...the face of a 
friend that had been 

seriously injured 
while working with 

electricity." 

iiii 

The 2008 Safe Electricity 

public service campaign that was 

launched in January puts the 

face of Caitlyn MacKenzie on 

the importance 

of safety around 

electricity. Caitlyn 

was a 12-year-old, 

happy-go-lucky 

pre-teen from 

Edwardsville, 111. 

who was tragically 

killed in 2007 

when, damp 

from swimming, 

she touched an 

ungrounded out¬ 

door lamp. This experience has 

compelled her family to use Caitlyn’s story to help 

others avoid tragedy. 

Scott and Jamie MacKenzie, Caitlyn’s father 

and stepmother, along with Teresa and Bob Orasco, 

her mother and stepfather, have graciously agreed 

to share Caitlyn’s story for the campaign centered 

on teaching children electrical safety. “I never 

knew that something like this could happen from 

Caitlyn MacKenzie 
1995 - 2007 

an ordinary household electric 

current,” says Scott Mackenzie. 

“You just don’t think something 

like this can happen to you, but 

it can.” 

The emotional and 

compelling public service 

announcements were produced 

with the families’ own words. 

They eloquently underscore 

the sense of loss when a 

loved one is taken from them 

suddenly. In the ads, Teresa 

Orasco, Caitlyn’s mother, says, 

“If you are not educated about 

electrical safety, become 

educated. It’s important; you 

don’t realize how important 

until tragedy strikes.” ■ 

Ken Macken is the Manager of Safety and 
Loss Control for the Association of Illinois 
Electric Cooperatives, 217-241-7933, 
kmacken@aiec.coop. 
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■ 
JUST GOT THE 

UTILITY BILL 
Many smart homeowners no longer dread receiving their monthly utility bills. That’s 
because they made the switch to geothermal heating and cooling technology. In 
fact, many geothermal system owners see savings up to 70% on their utility bills 
compared to ordinary furnaces and air conditioners— with exceptional comfort. And 
with the costs of electric, natural gas and propane skyrocketing, it’s a smart decision 
now and for years to come. So relax, and take control over those utility bills. For more 
information, contact your local WaterFurnace dealer today or call (800) GEO-SAVE. 

/ 
YOUR LOCAL WATERFURNACE DEALERS 

Anna Decatur Mt. Vernon Steelville 

Flartline Fltg. & Clg. Design-Air Htg. & Clg. Holloway Htg. & Clg. William’s Heat & Air 

618-833-6802 217-429-1105 • 800-452-7845 618-242-5481 618-965-2040 

Belleville Delavan Murphysboro Sullivan 

Bel-O Sales & Service, Inc. Jeckel Plumbing & Htg. William’s A/C & Htg. Rowland Plumbing & Htg. 

618-235-6626 309-244-8265 618-684-HEAT 217-728-8025 

Sigman Htg. & A/C, Inc. Effingham Pana Taylorville 

618-234-4343 Jansen’s Htg. & A/C Macari Service Center Yard Htg. & Clg. 

Bloomington 217-347-5223 217-562-3631 217-824-4737 

Wm. Masters, Inc. Flora Paxton Thomasboro 
309-662-8481 Electro-Electric Houston Plumbing Hoveln Htg. & Clg. 

Brighton 618-662-4520 800-379-2165 217-643-2125 

Den-Son Inc. Fltg. & Clg. Forrest Peru Tuscola 

618-372-8375 Kupferschmid, Inc. Pro’s Htg. & Clg. Triangle Htg. & Clg. 

Canton 815-657-8147 815-223-0715 217-253-5400 

Easley Mechanical Gibson City Petersburg Vandal ia 
309-647-3450 Houston Plumbing Collins Plumbing & Htg. Hunter Appliance Htg. & Clg 

Charleston 800-379-2165 217-632-3670 618-283-3224 

LD Mechanical Contractors, Inc. Goodfield Pittsfield Vienna 
217-345-9633 Hinrichsen Peters Htg. & A/C, Inc. Hartline Htg. & Clg. 

Cissna Park 309-965-2604 217-285-1600 618-833-6802 

Boyce Electric Harrisburg Pontiac Virden 
815-457-2700 William’s A/C & Htg. Kupferschmid, Inc. Snell’s Plumbing & Heating 

L & R Heating and Cooling 618-864-3606 815-842-3812 217-965-3911 

815-457-2097 Lawrenceville Quincy Waterloo 

Cobden Tracy Electric Peters Htg. & A/C, Inc. DeRousse Htg. & A/C, Inc. 

Davis Heating and Cooling 618-943-2243 217-222-1368 618-282-2221 

618-893-2821 Lincoln Red Bud Sigman Htg. & A/C, Inc. 

Collinsville Albert Service Htg. & A/C De Rousse Htg. & A/C, Inc. 618-234-4343 

Bel-O Sales & Service, Inc. 217-735-9990 618-826-4359 Toennies Service Co. 
618-344-3434 Litchfield Salem 618-248-5130 

Columbia Snell’s Plumbing & Htg. Booher Tin Shop Watseka 
Bel-O Sales & Service, Inc. 217-324-4560 618-548-1295 R & M Electric 
618-281-8118 Macomb Shelbyville 815-432-4062 

Damiansville Arnold Brothers Htg. & Clg. Macari Service Center 

Toennies Service Co. 309-833-2852 217-774-4214 

618-248-5130 Marion Springfield 
D & C Sheetmetal Collins Plumbing & Htg. 
618-997-6577 217-793-8031 

Smarter from the Ground Up " 

ENVISION 
SOBER 5 COP' 

visit us at waterfurnace.com | (800) GEO-SAVE 
WaterFurnace is a registered trademark of WaterFurnace International, Inc. 

•Based upon ARI13256-1 (GLHP - Part Load Ratings) 
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I How to Lift Someone's Spirits 
Brighten your relationships during the dreary drabness of winter 
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February can be one of those dreary winter months, 
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"Do remember that, unlike 
a diamond, flowers don't 

last forever. They just are 
cheaper than a diamond.” 

especially if there’s no snow and you’re left with 
the drabness of grays and browns in the landscape. 

On the other hand, smack 
in the middle of non-Leap Year 
February, you have Valentine’s Day, 
when we have the opportunity to 
brighten our homes. 

Second only to Mother’s Day 
weekend, Valentine’s is one of those 
flower-giving days. Nothing lifts the 
spirits like a dozen roses, carnations 
or a bouquet of mixed flowers. 

If you give someone chrysanthemums or other 
daisy-like flowers, you can argue that you are giving 
the person thousands of flowers, for every petal on 
a chrysanthemum or daisy is, in reality, a flower just 
like a solitary rose. If the daisy has an eye, then the 
middle is composed of hundreds of petal-less flowers 
as well. 

So, giving someone just one mum flower, you 
can look them in the eye and say, “Honey, I’m 
giving you hundreds, if not thousands, of flowers 
instead of a dozen roses.” 

Of course, it helps to stay about 10 feet away 
from the reach or throw of the person getting the 
flowers as you say this. Science and logic sometimes 
don’t cut it when emotions are involved. 

Fresh flowers are one 
of those things that haven’t 
risen drastically in price over 
the years. 

The main reason is that 
most of the florist flowers 
aren’t grown in the United 
States any more. It’s cheaper 
to grow them in South 
America, Europe or the 
Middle East where labor and 

production costs are markedly lower and ship them 
to the states. 

Years ago, flowers were the domain of the 
florist. These days, you can find them just about 
anywhere from supermarkets to home improvement 
stores to discount stores to gas stations. 

Most flowers, if treated properly, should last at 
least a week. Finicky flowers such as roses can last 
two weeks or more if you know what to do. As long 
as the flowers look good think of all the good will, 

not to mention other perks, you can get as the giver. 
Do remember that, unlike a diamond, flowers 

don’t last forever. They just are cheaper than a 
diamond. 

If you want to make sure the 
flowers die a quick death, stick them 
in a vase of water and do nothing 
else. In less than five days, they’ll 
not only look awful, but will smell 
just as bad. 

With a little extra care, you can 
be sure these flowers will last as long 
as possible. 

Start with a clean vase or container. I usually 
wash mine again before putting in the flowers, and 
swish some bleach around in the container before 
giving it a final rinse. 

Next, strip off any leaf that will be underwater. 
Leaves are a source of bacteria that multiplies quickly 
in water, and clogs the water vessels of the flowers. 

Remove an inch of the stems from each flower. 
The quicker you can cut, chop or saw through the 
stems, the best. There’s the perpetual argument 
about cutting stems on an angle. Do it if it makes 
you feel good. 

Use warm water to help the flowers start sucking 
up the water. Distilled water is the best; giving a 
jug of water with a bouquet of flowers doesn’t seem 
appropriate, but it’s possible you could be on the 
cutting edge of a new trend. Avoid softened water. 

The packets of floral preservative with the 
flowers are worthwhile and not just a gimmick. 
They prevent bacteria from growing. 

But, the best thing you can do is empty the 
vase every other day and put in fresh water. After 
a week, it doesn’t hurt to cut another inch off the 
stems. Set the alarms on your computer or PDA 
to remind you. You’ll be amazed at how long the 
flowers last if you do that one simple task. 

Of course, if you want flowers to last forever, go 
the artificial route. Remember, though, fake flowers 
may convey a message you don’t want to say. 

David Robson is an Extension Educator, 

Horticulture, at the Springfield Extension 

Center, University of Illinois Extension, 

P.0. Box 8199, Springfield, IL 62791. 

Telephone: 217-782-6515. 

E-mail: drobson@uiuc.edu. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING www.icl.coop 



Visit our website at: 
designhomes.com 

Design your own 
floorplan at no 

— i    f 

Open Mon-Fri 9-5 pm, 
Sat 9-4 pm, Sun 1-4 pm 

1-800-627-9443 

New Larger Delivery Areal) 

Corporate Office: 
Prairie du Chien, Wl 53821 1-608-326-6041 (19 Models) 

2700 SE 16th St., Ames, IA 50010 1-515-233-9617 (7 Models) 
2570 Barnette Ave. Salix, IA 1-712-946-7000 (11 Models) 

7101 Hwy 61 S., Burlington, IA 52601 319-754-6100 (11 Models) 
3181 Joliet Ave., Missouri Valley, IA 51555 (5 Models) 

1180 E. Price St., Eldridge, IA 52748 (8 Models) 

irtteynitty! 

Custom. 
w. i Pi r i I     ^ 

| i ^ in J 
Money Down 

. Licensed, Bonded Fuilv , 

. Ml Major Credit Cards A nsured 

^^71:866-582-1400 CCepted 

' r: mail: sales@nationalu 

natioiialliarn.com 
Local Sales Representative Now Available In Illinois 

Hydro-Sil: Introducing a new 
generation of advanced, 

technology 
Uniquely designed "Hair Pin” 

proportional watt heating 
element immersed 

in specially formulated 
silicone liquid 

Comfortable. Clean. Safe. 
And never have to buy fuel — wood, oil, gas, kerosene — ever again! 

Hydro-Sil is a duct-free/furnace-free high 

performance individual room heating system. 

It is designed to replace or supplement old and 

inefficient heating with clean, comfortable, 

safe, hydronic "self-contained" baseboard 

units. 

Hydro-Sil represents quality home heating: 

inside the heater is a sealed copper chamber 

filled with a harmless silicone fluid heated by a 

high-performance, proportional watt element. 

It is designed to last a lifetime. 

Your Benefits with Hydro-Sil: 
■ Zone controlled heating cost with Hydro-Sil 
■ No service contracts. Lifetime warranty. 
■ Safe, complete peace of mind 
■ Clean, no fumes, environmentally safe 
■ U.L. listed 
■ Preassembled — ready to use 
■ No furnaces, ducts, or chimneys 
■ Portable (110V) or permanent (220V) 
■ Whole house heating or single room 

ORDER TODAY! 
2 MODELS TO CHOOSE FROM 

PORTABLE OR PERMANENT- -YOUR CHOICE! 

220 VOLT Approx. Area Discount 

PERMANENT to Heat Price Quantity 

8' 2000 watts 250-300 s.f. $309 

6' 1500 watts 180-250 s.f. $279 

5' 1250 watts 130-180 s.f. $259 

4' 1000 watts 100-130 s.f. $229 

3' 750 watts 75-100 S.f. $189 

2' 500 watts 50-75 s.f. $169 

Thermostats Call for options & exact heater needed | 

110 VOLT PORTABLES Discount 

(Thermostat Included) Price Quantity 

5' Hydro-Max 750-1500 watts $229 

4' Convector - - Dual watt $179 

3' 750 watts - Silicone $179 

$18.00 shipping per heater $ 
| Total Amount $ 

Name    

Address   

City St  Zip  

Phone    

MasterCard or Visa Account Information: 

Acct #   

Expiration Date  

Order today or contact us for more info. 

Check ■ MasterCard ■ Visa 

1-800-627-9276 
www.hydrosil.com 

Hydro-Sil, P.0. Box, 662, Fort Will, SC 29715 



Energy Efficiency or Conservotion? 
We can be energy efficient and comfortable 

Is it energy efficiency or conservation, and which 

5 

"Purchasing an automabile 
with better gas mileage 
is an example of energy 

efficiency, while traveling 
less wnuld be conservation" 

I should I do? Well, I can tell you that both are impor¬ 

tant as they relate to the comfort of your home and 

that monthly utility bill. 

In the mid 1970s, 

our country experienced 

what we called an oil 

embargo. I was a young 

architect working for 

a government agency 

that helped provide 

homes for low- and 

moderate-income 

families. I remember 

watching television and 

seeing long lines at ser¬ 

vice stations as drivers 

waited to get their allotment of gasoline. I remem¬ 

ber seeing the president of the United States on 

prime time television wearing a heavy sweater with 

a presidential seal telling Americans that energy 

resources could no longer be taken for granted. In 

fact, his exact quote was: “The energy crisis has 

not yet overwhelmed us, hut it will if we do not act 

quickly. We simply must balance our demand for 

energy with our rapidly shrinking resources.” 

After President Carter’s address, most folks 
I knew were quite nervous and concerned about 

energy availability. Families started purchasing 

automobiles that had good 

fuel economy. People added 

insulation to their attics and 

some even weather-stripped 

their exterior doors. 

This was, in fact, the 

time when I started trying 

to help find a way to help 

families have lower utility 

bills. And, you know what? 

Americans were totally 

serious about this matter for 

almost a year. Yes, almost a whole year! It was over 

just about as fast as it started. As soon as the price of 

gasoline dropped and there were no longer shortages, 

Americans, for the most part, went back to their old 

wasteful ways. 

Some of us realized, however, that even if 

there were no shortages of energy supplies, energy 

efficiency and conservation still made good sense. As 

our parents often said, “Waste not, want not.” 

While our nation seems to be split on just about 

every decision, I’ll bet you that 100 percent of the 

people would say they would like more comfortable 

homes and lower utility 

bills. And, of course, 

that is the reason you 

read this column. What 

do you remember about 

the president’s energy 

speech? Most of you 

would answer that he 

said turn your thermostat 

down to 68 degrees and 

wear warmer clothes. 

When he said that, 

I knew I didn’t like 

the idea of not being 

comfortable. But, at the same time, I realized that for 

many families, this might be their only solution. In 

short, being energy efficient and conserving was the 

real answer. 

What is the difference between energy efficiency 

and conservation? Putting on a sweater would be 

considered being energy efficient while lowering 

the thermostat setting in the winter or raising it 

in the summer would be considered conservation. 

Purchasing an automobile with better gas mileage is 
an example of energy efficiency, while traveling less 

would be conservation. Changing the thermostat 

setting would be conservation while adding 

insulation, etc., would be energy efficiency. Installing 

a more efficient water heater would be an example of 

energy efficiency while using less hot water would be 

conservation. Buying compact fluorescent light bulbs 

would be energy efficient while turning the lights off 

when not in use would be conservation. There are 

many other examples of these two principles. 

I have always thought that practicing both 

energy efficiency and conservation is how to make a 

really big difference. So why not take action and do 

both - be energy efficient and conserve. It’ll pay off 

for you and our country. ■ 

Doug Rye, the “Doctor of Energy 
Efficiency-the King ot Caulk and Talk” 
can be heard on several different Illinois 
radio stations. Or you can go to his Web 
site at www.dougrye.com, e-mail him at 
info@philliprye.com, or call 888-Doug- 
Rye or 501-653-7931. You can also sign 
up for a free newsletter and order his 
“how to” videotapes. 
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See us Sbr Sundancer, 
SeaAric and Excel Boats 

w/Suzuki 4-Stroke Motors 
New 2008 Sundancer LX24 Pontoon 

115HP Suzuki 
Fuel-Injected 

4-Stroke! 

*17,999 

www.lebanon-suzuki.com 

801 N. Jefferson 
1-800-542-3846 
Lebanon, MO 

Offer Ends 2/29/08 

CO 0 ( 0 )a( 8 

Builders, Inc. 
QUALITY IS AFFORDABLE 

www. b I i tzb LJ i I d e rs. co m 

n u/-»iit our monthly sp^ci^ir 
Cal1 today and ask abo specifications 0Net us custom design toY ns- 

Specials 
starting 

as low as 
$7,067.00 

With 25 years 
experience and over 

12,000 buildings 
constructed, Blitz 

Builders is #1 in Value. 

New Excel 17 ft. .100 Gauge 
Welded Modified Vee Boat 

40HP Suzuki Fuel 
Injected 4-Stroke, 

Custom Trailer 
While They Last! 

Actual Boat Similar to Illustration Shown with optional seats and windshield 

$ 8999 Only 

# SUZUKI 
MARINE 

Sel&ct^ 
One/'Vay 
T>e*vtuves 
Dr. John Ronan DDS 

& Associates 
Can Offer You 

Dentures, Partials 
& Extractions 

ONE-DAY SERVICEi 

Office Hours: Monday-Friday 8 to 4 
Call for an Appointment 

(217-479-8444) 
(1-877-565-8981) 

1201 W. Walnut, Jacksonville, IL 62650 
Payment Accepted 

Cash, Mastercard or Visa 
Uo Personal Checks 

Trees that 
grow 5 ft. 
or more 
per year! 

Skyrise™ 
(Hybrid Salix) 

• Grows 5 ft. or 

more per year. 

• Thrives in wet sites 

• Use for winbreaks/ 

wind diversion, 

property barrier, 

privacy/visual 

screens or shade. 

Other fast-growing 
trees and shrubs 
available - some grow 
up to 6 ft. per year. 

Skyrise screen style at 
15 months 

Call toll-free 888-749-0799 
For FREE color brochure or to place an order 

ADVANCED 
TREE TECHNOLOGY 
12818 Edgerton Rd. New Haven, IN 46774 

Toll-free 888-749-0799 
www.advancedtree.com 



Running Out of Power 
More electricity needed to meet growing demand 

By: Nancy S. Grant and Jennifer Taylor 

Increasing U.S. Demand for Electricity 

Between 1980 and 2005, electricity consumption increased at an average annual rate of 2.3 percent. 

The U.S. Energy Information Administration (EIA) now projects an average annual rate of 1.5 percent 

from 2005 to 2030. 
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1 Source: EIA Annual Energy2007 Outlook Assumptions, Reference Case Table A8, Total Net Generation 

Will our nation’s electric system 
continue to provide a reliable, 

safe and affordable supply of power 
in coming years? This question was 
asked most recently by the North 
American Electric Reliability 
Corporation (NERC), a Princeton, 
N.J.-based non-profit organization 
charged with monitoring America’s 
power system reliability. 

In October 2007, NERC 
published its annual Long-Term Reli¬ 
ability Assessment, which provides 
a forecast on how much electric 
generating capacity will be available 
during the next decade. The report 
also estimates how much electricity 
people will use over that time. 

The organization’s findings 
revealed that current plans to build 
power plants and high-voltage trans¬ 
mission lines lag behind the expected 
growth in power consumption. They 
also match a U.S. Department of 
Energy forecast that demand for 
electricity nationally will increase by 
40 percent during the next 22 years. 
Even if the country can dramatically 
increase efficiency and conservation 
programs - electricity demand over 
time will continue to grow as our 
economy and population grows. 

The organization's findings 
revealed that current plans to 
build power plants and high- 

voltage transmission lines lag 
behind the expected growth in 

power consumption. 

NERC warned, “Demand for 
electricity is expected to increase over 
the next 10 years by approximately 
18 percent in the United States, but 

confirmed generation capacity will 
increase by only 8.5 percent; expan¬ 
sion and strengthening of the trans¬ 
mission system [also] continues to 
lag demand growth and expansion of 
generating resources in most areas.” 

To fully grasp the impact of that 
statement, consider these facts about 
generation, transmission and the 
demand for electricity: 
• Electricity can’t be stored—it 

must be used immediately and 
flow continuously. Electric energy 

generated at a power plant flows 
through high-voltage transmis¬ 
sion lines to substations, where 
it is reduced to a lower voltage 
for safe distribution to homes 

and businesses. Reliability refers 
to the availability of electricity 
when and where consumers need 
it, without interruption. 

• Not every power plant generates 

electricity all of the time. Across 
the country on any given day, 
it’s normal for numerous plants 

to be shut down due to a broad 
range of issues, such as scheduled 
maintenance, fuel availability 
or price, or low water levels at a 
dam where a hydroelectric power 
plant operates. 

• High-voltage transmission 
lines carrying electricity from 
generating plants to distribution 
substations need regular and 
emergency maintenance. Vegeta¬ 
tion management to clear rights- 
of-way, or weather events such 
as ice storms or tornadoes, can 
interrupt the flow of electricity 
on these “power highways.” 
For consumers to receive reliable 

electric service, a certain amount of 
extra capacity must always be avail¬ 
able. NERC has stated that genera¬ 
tion capacity margins should average 
15 percent or more. In other words, 
generation plants should be able to 
produce approximately 15 percent 
more electricity than consumers 
are expected to use during times of 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 



peak demand —the electric utility 
industry’s equivalent of rush-hour 
traffic. This helps ensure sufficient 
power in an emergency or if a specific 
power plant needs to be shut down 
for service. 

The NERC report also found 
that even if all power plants under 
construction now are completed on 

time and begin generating electricity 
in the amounts slated, and new con¬ 
struction ramps up according to plans 
now underway, generation capacity 
margins will drop below minimum 
reliability margin levels in certain 
areas of the United States within the 
next two to three years. 

Regions affected include Cali¬ 
fornia, Rocky Mountain states, New 
England, Texas, the Southwest and 
Midwest. Other parts of our country 
could face a reliability gap a few years 
later. In western Canada, the problem 
could become apparent to consumers 
within two years. 

In addition to the needed power 
supply, transmission line capacity 
(what’s needed to deliver the power) 
is projected to increase by a bit 
less than 9 percent in the United 
States—and by just 4.8 percent in 
Canada over the next 10 years. 

All of this means that a sudden 
surge in weather-caused disruptions 
or a batch of construction delays 
could leave consumers facing im¬ 
mediate and recurring disruptions in 
their supply of electricity. 

Glenn English, CEO of the 
National Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association based in Arlington, Va., 
believes the NERC study shows that 
the nation’s lawmakers and regula¬ 
tors must quickly come to grips with 
the difficult 
challenges 
of meeting 
future energy 
demand. 

“The 
generation 
and transmis¬ 
sion needed 
to supply 
everyone with 
electricity will 
get built,” says 
English. “Elec¬ 
tric co-ops, 
as not-for-profit, consumer-owned 
utilities, have an obligation to serve. 
The issue is how we manage rising 
costs associated not only with the 
fuels needed to produce electricity 

All of this means that a sudden 

surge in weather-caused 

disruptions or a batch of 

construction delays could leave 

consumers facing immediate 

and recurring disruptions in 

their supply of electricity. 

Running Out of Power: Electricity supply isn't keeping up with demand 

Peak demand for electricity will increase by 17.7 percent in the U.S. over the next 10 years, while resources 
needed to meet that demand will grow only 8.4 percent. If this “power gap"continues to shrink, brownouts 
and rolling blackouts could result. 

1,000,000 

Source: North American Electric Reliability Corporation 10-year forecast, October 2007, ppW-U 

and construction materials like steel, 
copper and concrete, but climate 
change as well. Policymakers must 
seek out solutions that are feasible 
technologically and can be sustained 
economically-remedies that will 
allow electric co-ops to continue pro¬ 
viding reliable, affordable power in an 
environmentally responsible fashion.” 

In its report, NERC examines 
other significant problems that could 
affect reliability. These include the 

need to attract 
well-trained 
younger work¬ 
ers to replace 
the aging 
workforce of 
electric utility 
professionals, 
and how to 
deal with re¬ 
newable energy 
concerns such 
as intermit- 
tency-the fact 
that wind only 

blows about 40 percent of the time 
and generally not on hot, humid 
weekdays in the summer when power 
consumption skyrockets, and the sun 
doesn’t shine during nighttime hours. 

“Beginning now, start doing 
everything you can to use elec¬ 
tricity wisely,” NERC encour¬ 
ages consumers-such as turning 
off lights when not in use, 
replacing old appliances and 
equipment with more energy- 
efficient models, and managing 
electricity use carefully. 

Source: North American Electric 
Reliability Corporation, National 
Rural Electric Cooperative As¬ 
sociation. 

Nancy S. Grant is a freelance 
writer based near Louisville, KY, 

and is a member of the American 
Society of Journalists and Au¬ 
thors. 

Jennifer Taylor is writer of 
consumer and cooperative affairs 

at the National Rural Electric 
Cooperative Association. 
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FINEST COOKING 

Mexican Chickei 

Dr. Pepper Salad 

2 (3oz.) pkgs. cherry Jell-0 
32-oz. Dr. Pepper 
1 C. crushed pineapple, drained 
1/2 C. pecans, chopped 

Heat 16-oz. of Dr. Pepper on the stovetop 

Dissolve the Jell-O into the Dr. Pepper. 

Then beat with a fork and add the other 

16 -oz. of Dr. Pepper. Add pineapple and 

pecans and refrigerate until set. 

1/2 C. pecans, chopped 
1/2 tsp. vanilla 
1 (8-oz.) cm. Cool Whip 

Mint Cookie Pie (below) 

14 chocolate mint cookies, chilled 
3 egg whites 
Pinch of salt 

3/4 C.sugar 

Preheat oven to 325°. Spray a 9-inch pie plate with nonstick spray. Crush chilled cook¬ 

ies in a food processor and set aside. Beat egg whites and salt until soft peaks form. 

Gradually beat in sugar until stiff peaks form. Fold in cookie crumbs, pecans and vanilla. 

Spread into a pie plate. Bake for 35 minutes. Chill for 2 hours. Serve with Cool Whip. 

Mexican Chicken (right) 

3-4 chicken breasts, boiled, cooled, 
boned and cut into bite-sized pieces 

1 onion, chopped 
1 sm. pkg. tortilla chips 
1 garlic clove, chopped 
1 can cream of chicken soup 
1 can cream of celery soup 
1 pint sour cream 
1 can whole green chilies, cut into strips 
1-1/2 lb. Cheddar Jack cheese, grated 

Who: Allison Prairie Church of the Brethr 

Cost: $15, plus $4 shippi 

Details: Hard-backed, three-ring-binder boui 

Pages of recipes: 2( 

Send checks to: Mary Gosne 

Box 201, Lawrenceville, IL 624 

or call 618-943-22C 

In a baking pan, layer tortillas (broken 

into small pieces), then layer the chicken 

and then the chilies. Mix soups, sour 

cream, onions and garlic. Pour over mix¬ 

ture in pan, then sprinkle grated cheese 

on top. Bake in a 325° oven for 40-50 

minutes. Serves 6. 

Mint Cookie Pie 
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Visit www.icl.coap 

to see an archive of 

past Illinois Country 

Living recipes. 

Photos by Catrina McCulley Wagner 

Potato Chip Cookies 

1/2 C. salted butter 
1/2 C. granulated sugar 
111 C. light brown sugar 

1 egg, beaten 
1 C. all-purpose flour 
1 tsp. baking soda 
1 tsp. vanilla extract 
1/2 C. finely crushed potato chips 

Preheat oven to 350°. Cream butter and 

sugars together until smooth. Add the 

egg. Slowly mix in the flour and baking 

soda, making sure no lumps form. Stir 

in the vanilla and crushed potato chips. 

Drop by teaspoons onto ungreased baking 

sheets, 2 inches apart and bake 9-12 min¬ 

utes. Makes about 2 dozen. 



Chunky Guacamole (below) 
4 ripe avocados 
3 limes, juiced 
1/2 red onion, chopped 
1 clove garlic, minced 
2 Serrano chilies, thinly sliced 
1 Ig. handful fresh cilantro, finely 

chopped 
Olive oil 
Kosher salt 
Freshly ground pepper 

Halve and pit avocados. Scoop out the 
flesh with a tablespoon into a mixing bowl. 
Mash them with a fork, leaving them 
somewhat chunky. Add the remaining 
ingredients and fold everything together 
to gently mix. Lay plastic wrap right on 
the surface of the guacamole so it does not 
brown. Refrigerate 1 hour before serving. 

Quick Veg-AII Casserole 
2 cans Veg-All, drained 
1 stick margarine 
1/2 lb. Velveeta cheese 
1 T. milk 
12 Ritz crackers, crushed 

Put drained vegetables in a greased casse- 
role dish. Melt cheese, margarine and milk 

well. Pour over vegetables. Sprinkle with 
Ritz crumbs. Bake at 375° until bubbly. 

Chicken Casserole 
1 C. cooked rice 
1 C. diced cheese 
1 C. diced celery 
1 C. diced, cooked chicken 
1 C. cracker crumbs or bread crumbs 
2 T. butter 
1 sm. chopped onion 
1 egg, beaten 
1 C. milk 

Mix all ingredients together. Bake for 
1 hour in a covered casserole dish at 325 

Print Your Favorite 
Recipes! 

You don’t have to tear up your 
copy of Illinois Country Living 

magazine to save your favorite 
recipes. Find these recipes, as 
well as your old favorites from 
past issues, on our Web page, 
www.icl.coop. 

*»i 

A Taste of Heaven 
Who: Community of Christ in Marion, IL 

Cost: $10, plus $3 shipping 

Details: Soft'backed, comb-bound 
Pages of recipes: 88 

Send checks to: Lauren Lambert, 1525 Wolf 
Creek Road, Goreville, IL 62939 

or call 618-995-2448. 

Creamy Banana Pudding (above) 
Vanilla wafers 
3-4 bananas, sliced 
1 sm. can crushed pineapple, drained 

1 can Eagle Brand Milk 
1-1/2 C. cold water 
1 Ig. pkg. vanilla instant pudding 
1 sm. ctn. light Cool Whip 

Combine the Eagle Brand Milk and water. Add the pudding and beat well. Add the pine¬ 

apple and chill for 5 minutes. Fold in 1/2 of the container of Cool Whip. Spoon mixture into 
bowl, alternating pudding, bananas and wafers. Cover with remaining Cool Whip and chill. 
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Happy Birthday, Mr. Lincoln 
It's time to re-acquaint yourself with the man, myth and legend 

Cities across the U.S. are planning ways to participate 
in the upcoming bicentennial of Abraham Lincoln’s 

birth. Kentucky, where Lincoln was born, Indiana, where 
the Lincoln family lived before heading further west, and 
Illinois have already formed a tri-state bicentennial to co- 
ordinate celebratory events. Here in the “Land of Lincoln,” 
many communities will be dusting off their connection to 
the Lincoln legacy and seeking ways to encourage tourism 
while re-invigorating pride in their local heritage. 

Many towns will be offering celebrations a year in 
advance of the actual bicentennial. Lincoln, 111. will be cel¬ 
ebrating Lincoln’s birthday this Feb. 9, with music, crafts, a 
Lincoln interpreter, the reading of the Gettysburg Address 
and, of course, birthday cake and punch at the Postville 
Courthouse State Historic Site. Additional events across 
the state will periodically be listed in the Datebook section 
of this magazine. 

You don’t have to wait until Feb. 12, 2009, to begin 
your investigation of Lincoln lore. Consider taking your 
family on a day trip to a historic site near you. Some desti¬ 
nations you may not have experienced yet are: 

Charleston, 111. 
• The Lincoln Log Cabin State Historic Site offers 

a re-creation of the farm where Lincoln’s parents 
lived, a museum and gift shop. 

Lincoln, 111. 
• For an offbeat destination, visit the only town 

named for Abraham Lincoln while he was still alive. 
Lincoln himself christened the town with a ripe 
melon on Aug. 27, 1853. To celebrate this legacy, 
the Lincoln/Logan County Chamber of Commerce 
owns the “Mobile Melon,” a car painted to look like 
a watermelon. Here you can also find the Lincoln 
Watermelon Monument and a statue of Abraham 
Lincoln perched upon the world’s largest covered 
wagon. 

Springfield, 111. 
• The Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and 

Museum is more than a collection of artifacts. The 
museum has something to engage visitors both 
young and old, including interactive displays, high- 
tech multi-media presentations and more. 

Vandalia, 111. 
• The Vandalia State House State Historic Site is the 

renovated location of the previous state Capitol 
building. Visitors can see where Lincoln spent his 
early years in state politics. 

by Jen Danzinger 

The 12'foot'tall fiberglass statue of Lincoln is perched upon the 

world’s largest covered wagon. Hand crafted from oak by David 

Bentley, the wagon stands 24 feet tall, is 40 feet long, and weighs 

five tons. Recently relocated from Divemon, III, it now resides 

at 1006 Woodlaum Rd. in Lincoln, III. (Photo courtesy of the 

Abraham Lincoln Tourism Bureau of Logan County.) 

Did you know? 
• Abraham Lincoln had no middle name and hated the 

nickname “Abe.” 
• He only completed one year of formal education. 
• The outhouse behind the Lincoln Home in Springfield, 

111. is a three-seater. 
• He is the only president to hold a patent (for an inven¬ 

tion to lift boats over shoals.) 
• When elected president, more than half of the U.S. 

labor force were farmers. Lincoln made it a priority 
to offer a means of education and a voice in govern¬ 
ment for farmers. Both land grant colleges and the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture were created during his 
presidency. 

• His presidential salary in 1860 was $25,000, which, 
when adjusted for time and inflation, is comparable to 
George Bush’s salary today. 

• Because he was shot on Good Friday and died the day 
before Easter, preachers nationwide included Lincoln 
in their Sunday sermons in 1864, quickly making him a 
martyr, myth and legend. 
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MARKETPLACE 

International Company looking for 
motivated individuals to be part of 
the next trillion $ industry. Product 
and business guarantee. 888-251- 
1538. 

First Street Restaurant Equipment 
used slicers, tenderizers, grinders, 
meatsaws, ss sinks, tables. New and 
used cooking equipment, pottery 
wheels and kilns. 2615 So. First, 
Springfield, 217-522-3934, 217-971- 
8592. 

Vacation cabins-Ohio River, Shawnee 
National Forest, Elizabethtown, IL. 
Cedar Hill River Cabins, Ohio River 
National Scenic Byway, www.cedar 
hillriverresort.com. 888-304-6319. 

Wanted to buy: Standing timber. All 
species. Pay top price. Clear or select 
cut. Call 815-434-4141. 

Wanted to buy: Standing timber, most 
species. Pay top prices. Call 217-285- 
2760. 

Authorized rainbow distributor. 
Repairs, supplies and service. Living 
air purifiers. L&L Distributing, 
116 S. VanBuren St., Newton, IL 
62448. 618-783-3755. 

Filter queen/defender sales, service 
and supplies. For free information, 
call 800-753-5401, 618-948-2874 or 
write She-N-I, Inc. RR1, Allendale, 
IL 62410. 

Bay City General Store and Riverfront 
Lodging on the Ohio River. New 
rooms, AC, Dish. Plus antiques 
and MORE, www.baycitystoreand 
lodgingohioriver.com. 

For sale: Cherry Lumber. 600 board 
feet, 1" thick $490. 618-842-9588. 

Open pollinated seed corn. 
Outproduces hybrids for silage. Leafy 
and sweet stalks for grazing. High feed 
value grain. $37/Bu. 217-857-3377. 

Illinois Consulting Foresters, Inc. 
Timber Sales-Forest Management. 
We work for the landowner. 
www.illinoisconsultingforesters.org. 
Ph.618-526-4251. 

Insulation. 4x8 sheets, foil-backed 
foam. Also rolls of foil-bubble pak- 
insulation. All factory seconds. 
Contact Ken Nichols, 800-424-1256. 

4‘ white pine trees, delivered, planted, 
mulched. $59.50 per tree. Buy 10 get 
1 free. Call for other sizes, varieties or 
shades. Price may vary depending on 
geographical location. Call 217-886- 
2316. 

Auction Service: Multi Parcel Land 
Auctions, Farmland, Recreational 
Partition Suits, ZERO Seller 
Commission. Parrott Real Estate 
& Auction Co. Lawrenceville, IL. 
618-943-4905. 

Fiberglass corrugated, 26-inch wide. 
8-10-12 foot long. 8 ft.-$5. 12 ft.-$8. 
Large supply, all colors. Dongola, IL. 
618-827-4737. 

Baby’s Personalized Keepsake Book 
includes birth date, baby/parents/ 
visitors names in cute story. Read 
book at www.nanaspersonalizedbooks 
forkids.com or call 217-487-7790 for 
free catalog. 

Insulated Concrete Forms: An 
affordable building system for the 
professional or amateur builder. 
Saving energy is all in how you build. 
www.Gomainland.com. 309-995- 
3086. 

ADVANTAGE 
STEEL BUILDINGS, INC. 

For The Best Building Package 

At The Absolute Lowest Prices 

Call Today (877) 657-8335 ^MID-AMERICA'' 
Or Go Online At 

www. advantagesteelbuildings com Pole Barn Co. 
30x50x10 S 6,290.00 30 x 50 x 10 Galvalume 
40x60x12 S 8,975.00 $7,200.00 
50x75x14 SI3.547.00 

SOv 170x16 1 00 
Price includes material, delivery, 

construction, factory trusses, screws 
Open M - F 8 to 5 

1-866-456-0959 We Also Have Mini-Storage Packages 
All Sizes Including Climate Control Price is subject to change without notice 

Paying cash tor older Falstaff, 
Hyde Park, Griesedieck, etc. beer 
signs Wurlitzer, Seeburg, Rockola 
jukeboxes, Fender, Gibson, Martin 
guitars. 636-566-6178. 

Men or Women. Become a Home 
Inspector. Full or Part-time. Illinois 
licensed home study program. Co-op 
member discount. 800-977-4274. 

Lake Weed and Algae Control. 
The Natural Way. No chemicals. 
Live bacteria, biological method. 
Proven product. Guaranteed results. 
Affordable. Controls all Aquatic 
Vegetation. Dissolves black muck 
and eliminates rotten egg odor. One 
application lasts 12 months-plus if 
applied early. 309-826-8444. 

Business Opportunity: from the 
convenience of your home! 20-year- 
old company! Patented Products! 
NASDAQ! Internationally 14 
countries! 1-800-605-3905. 

For sale: 3-bedroom home on 6 acres 
timber. 3 baths, 2 kitchens, finished 
basement. Near Bloomington, Peoria, 
Lincoln. 309-392-2342. 

Work Clothes: Save 75% on quality 
work clothes. 6 pants + 6 shirts 
$39.95 men’s jeans 5 pr $25.00. Lined 
work jackets $9.95 since 1968. 1-800- 
233-1853. Satisfaction guaranteed! 
www.usedworkclothing.com. 

America’s Oldest & Largest Rare Breed Hatchery 
FREE COLOR CATALOG 

Over 140 varieties of Baby Chicks, Bantams, 
Turkeys, Guineas, Peafowl, Game Birds, 
Waterfowl. Also Eggs, Incubators, Books, 
Equipment and Medications. 

Call 1-800-456-3280 
(24 hours a day) 

Murray McMurray Hatchery, 
C132, Webster City, Iowa 50595-0458 
Website: http://www.mcmurrayhatchery.com 

SANGAMON 
RADIANT 
uponor aqua pex tubing products 
for agricultural, commercial shop 
floors and homes 

(217)971-8592 • FAX (217)483-7973 • Evening (217)483-3223 
John D. McMillan - Owner 

Failing Septic? 
Don't Let'em Dig!!! 

Permanent Fix For Your Old Tired Septic 
Environmentally Friendly! No chemicals! 

IcolSSk 90 Day Money Back Guarantee! 
I www.Prolinewastewater.com (512)864-9002 



Shawnee Cabins: Garden of Gods, 
Rim Rock, Pounds Hollow Lake. 
Hike, relax. Nice decor, kitchen, 
satellite, everything provided but 
food. January, February three nights 
price two. www.rimrocksdogwood 
cabins.com. 618'264'6036. 

For Rent: Very nice 1700 square feet, 2 
bedroom house with hard wood floors 
in Pope County. Nature in your yard. 
One year lease required. A long term 
lease may be available to the right 
individuals. If interested email JWB- 
BAR@YAHOO.COM. 

Full-size light house 12’ 6 diameter, 
34' tall 4 floors, lake cabin. Handicap 
electric deer stand view www.vasquez 
metal.com e-mail vasquezmetal® 
aol.com. 

Gulf Shores Beach Condo. 2BR/2BA/ 
WD/Pool/Elevator. On the beach. 
www.ourgulfheachcondo.com 
636-477-1099 for more info. 

Do stumps have you stumped? For free 
estimate call Rich Johnson stump¬ 
grinding service in Taylorville. 217- 
824-3427. 

Advertising in 

Illinois 
Country 

living 
Proautes 

How to place an ad 

1) Type or print ad neatly. 

2) Count words. Cost is $30 for up to the first 20 words. $1.50 each additional 
word. Ads with insufficient funds will not be printed. 

3) Prepayment is required. Include check or money order with ad for amount due. 
Also include address label from Illinois Country Living or other proof of Illinois 
electric cooperative membership. Only members of Illinois electric cooperatives 
may place Marketplace ads. 

4) Mail to: Illinois Marketplace. P.O. Box 3787, Springfield, IL 62708, by 
deadline. 

Deadlines: April issue - February 20; 
May issue - March 20. 

We reserve the right to reject any advertisement. Ads postmarked after the deadline will be placed 
in the next available issue. 

KENTUCKY FREE CATALOGUE 
STEEL TRUSS 

BUILDINGS 1 -859-745-0606 
/n All 50 States, America’s Best Buy. Since 19X4 kstbuild.COm 

Isn't it Time 
for your Fun Place... 

20170 
$4,508 
$6,508 

$10,508 

POND & LAKE LINERS 
Custom Sizes • Reinforced Material 

$.39/SQ. FT. or Less 
• STRENGTH • 

• COMMITMENT • 
• GUARANTEED CONTAINMENT • 

wm THE mnuMM wmn WITH 

•3 models cut 20", 12" and 5" trees in one bite 

• Hitches to fit most tractors and skid steer loaders 

• Built to last with a 24 month warranty 

• Swivel hitch, sprayer and grapple options 

For a free color brochure call or visit our website 

(417) 45&4350 • www.treeterminator.com 
Grace Manufacturing • Plato, MO 

30’ x 50’ x 10’ $7,999 
40’ x 60' x 12’ $10,600 
60' X 100’ x 16’ $24,985 
80’ x 100’ x 16’ $32,250 

Farm • Industrial • Commercial 
25 Year Warranty on Roof & Walls; 

Prices F.O.B. Mfg. Plants; 
Seal Stamped Blue Prints; 
Easy Bolt Together Design. 

PRICES INCLUDE COLOR SIDES 
& GALVALUME ROOF 

Arena Special 
(roof & frame) 

100’ x 100’ x 14'...$32,490 

100 x 150 x 16 $55,485 (i_oca| codes may affect prices) 

STEEL BUILDING SYSTEMS 
Fax: 940-484-6746 email: info@rhInobIdg.com 

Website: http://www.RHINOBLDG.COM 

Toll Free 1-888-320-7466 

Why advertise with 
Illinois Country Living? 

• Advertisers stay for extended periods of 
time because readers bring them results. 

• 60 percent of our readers use ads as 
reference when making purchases. 

• 36 percent save an ad for future reference. 
• 13 percent have contacted advertisers. 
• 12 percent have purchased a product or 

service. 
• 10 percent recommended a product or 

service to someone else for purchase. 
• Largest downstate monthly publication. 
• For more than 60 years, providing 

information on rural issues. 

LIVIIMG 

Contact Lisa Rigoni at 
lrigoni@aiec.coop or 

217-241-7953 
i ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING ' www.icl.coop 



POLE BUILDINGS, BARNS & GARAGES 

FARMING IS OUR LIFE 

Address_ 

City  

 Apt_ 

. State Zip_ 

U.S. Career Institute, Dept. LCLA28 
2001 Lowe St., Fort Collins, CO 80525 _ 

Accredited • Affordable • Approved! | 
MM 

MAINTAIN YOUR DRIVEWAY WITH 
THE DR® POWER GRADER! 

fwork at Homin 
I Get into Medical Billing 
1 & Claims Processing! 

Earn up to 
$40,000 a year!* 
No previous medical expe¬ 
rience needed. Work your 
own hours. Get free facts 
on how you can train at 
home for this growing, 

moneymaking, at-home career. We show you 
how to process medical claims for Medicare, 
Medicaid, private insurance. Work for doc¬ 
tors, hospitals, clinics. No commuting, no 
selling. Call toll-free or mail this ad today. 

COMPARE THESE ADVANTAGES 
WITH ANY OTHER PROFESSION! 
• Work full-time or part-time 
• Choose your hours 
• Work in any of the 50 states 
• Plenty of high-pay office jobs, too 
• Earn up to $20 an hour as your 

experience and skills increase! 

Call 1-800-388-8765 *lK£2.8d 

wvw.hardyheatet.com 

Baies@hardyheatet.com 

Hardy Manufacturing 
Company, Inc. 

12345 Road 505 

PHILADELPHIA. MS 39350 

(1-800-542-7395) 

CABIN HOMES & POLE BUILDINGS 
1-800-247-0241 

Serving Illinois’ 60 southern counties 

Here’s what makes the DR® POWER GRADER the fastest, easiest, 

and simply the best do-it-yourself road-grooming solution ever — 

PATENTED DESIGN enables you to 
loosen and regrade enormous amounts of 
materials with minimal power. 

POWERED ACTUATOR allows you 
to control how deeply you remove and 
regrade material with the push of a button. 

CARBIDE SCARIFYING TEETH 
loosen the hardest composite surfaces. 

FILLS IN POTHOLES and wash 
outs, and smoothes washboard on gravel, 
limestone, dirt, or sand roads without 
hauling in new material, shoveling, or raking. 

All stainless steel construction 
Heats home and household 
hot water 
10-year warranty 
Connects to your existing 
central duct 
or hydronic system 
Standard with bronze 
circulator pump and automatic 
draft combustion 
blower, and grates 
Units from 100,000 to 250,000 
BTU’s output 
Financing Available (now) 
Dealer Inquiries Welcome 

LOFT BUILDINGS 
24 X 24   $10,500 
24 X 32   $13,200 
24 X 40   $14,900 
30 X 40   $16,800 
32 X 64   $24,900 

CALL NOW! Get a FREE DVD and Catalog 
with full details including models, low, factory-direct 
prices, and our 6-Month Risk-Free Trial offer. 

^ELEL 1-877-201-9253 
www.DRpowergrader.com 

The Original” 
OUTSIDE 

WOODBURNING 

FURNACE 

OF I L L I fi 0 I 5 “We Understand’ 

We understand 
farming. 

Farm Credit Services 

That’s why Farm Credit Services 

serves the agriculture com¬ 

munity so well with specialized 

products that are important to you: 

• Crop Insurance 

• Real Estate Loans 

• Machinery Loans 

• Operating Loans 

Become part of the Farm Credit 

Services family today. Whether 

we’re in the fields with you, or in 

the office for you — 

farming is our life too! 

Call 877.327.6345 
to find a branch near you. 



TIMBERLINE 1/2 LOG CABINS 
RANCH 

20 X 20 $15,900 
20 X 30 $21,900 
20 X 40 $25,900 

Porch • Deck • 1/2 Log • Pine • Finished Interior • 

Insulation • Crawl Space • 1 Door • 5 Windows 

   2 STORY LOFT 
24 X 24   $18,900 
24 X 32   $22,900 
24 X 40   $26,900 
30 X 40   $32,900 

Porch • Deck • 1/2 Log • Pine • 8 Windows • 
Crawl Space (Unfinished Interior) 

Any sizes available - finish Yourself for even less 

CABIN HOMES & POLE BUILDINGS 

1-800-247-0241 

Finest fabrics including permanent 
press and wash & wear. Superior 

quality. Free color catalog and 
fabric swatches on request. 

GUARANTEED SATISFACTION 

Call Toll Free: 1-800-826-8612 

EGENCY 
www.rcgown.com 

P.O. Box 8988-ICL Jacksonville, FL 32211 

Call Toll Free 
Today for a 

FREE! 

1 30-year perforation warranty 
■ Full technical support from start to finish 
■ Fully customized to meet your needs 
■ Factory-direct savings 

Our building consultants are ready to take your call 

1-800-668-51111 

LOWEST COST 
Term Life Insurance 

Issue ages through 90 

AGE $100,000 $250,000 
45 12.78 22.75 
55 16.19 31.28 
65 31.06 68.47 
Rates figured on monthly cost for female non-tobacco users. 

RAMLET & ASSOC, INC. 

(800) 933-6354 
TALIC FORM NO. 1-32207-198 

Q DOWN AND 

PAYMENTS 
FOR-| YEAR CLASSIC 

Outdoor Wood Furnace 
100% thermostatically controlled. 
There is no safer, more efficient way to heat with wood 
Heat entire home, pools, hot tubs and domestic water. 
Exclusive Ripple Top®, HeatLock Baffle® Firebox 
Design for maximum efficiency. 
Easily adapt to new or existing heating systems. 

Options for Dual Fuel 
Ready models: Bio-Advantage® Wood 

Pellet and Corn Power Burner, 
LP, NG or Fuel Oil Burner. 

Find your nearest dealer at 

centralboiler.com 
800-248-4681 

Dealerships available in select areas. 
Unsecured deferred first payment loans provided by EnerBank USA (1245 E. Brickyard Rd., Suite 640. Salt Lake City, UT 84106) to homeowners who meet bank's qualifica¬ 

tions. Repayment terms vary from 15 months to 84 months based upon loan amount. APR varies from 8.90% to 19.05% based upon loan amount, repayment term, and 
creditworthiness of borrower as determined by bank. Interest rates effective December 1,2007. Rates subject to change. Call 866-341 -5400 for current rates. Unsecured 

s deferred first payment loans available only through participating Central Boiler dealers. Limited time offer. ©2007 Central Boiler ad4710  

KILL LAKE WEEDS 
Proven AQUACIDE PELLETS 

destroy unwanted underwater weeds. 

Marble sized pellets. 

“Spread it and Forget it!” 

Effectively kills weeds 

at any depth. 

Registered with the 
Federal Environmental 
Protection Agency. 

Certified and approved for use by state 

agencies. 101b. can treats up to 4,000 sq.ft, 

of lake bottom, $74.50. 50lb. carton 
treats up to 20,000 sq.ft, of lake bottom, 

$289.00. Prices include delivery charges. 

Delivery F.O.B. White Bear Lake, MN. 

State permit may be required. 

CALL TOLL FREE 800-328-9350 
Call 651-429-6742 • Fax 651-429-0563 

Or write for FREE information to: 

AQUACIDE CO. 
Our 53rd year 

1627 - 9th Street, DEPT. 287, Box 10748, 

White Bear Lake, MN 55110-0748 

www.KillLakeWeeds.com • info@KillLakeWeeds.com 

Before After n Pip 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 



DATEBOOK MARCH 2008 

Feb. 28 - March 1, 
Lake Sara Boat Show at the Keller 
Convention Center in Effingham. See 
what’s new in boat selections. 217-347' 
5115 or http://lsmboats.com. 

Feb. 29 - March 2, 
Illinois Horse Fair at the Illinois State 
Fairgrounds in Springfield. The 20th an¬ 
nual all-breed fair and industry trade 
show, which attracts 10,000 eager horse¬ 
owning buyers, features RFD-TV’s Craig 
Cameron and Richard Shrake, “The ulti¬ 
mate coach,” as well as nationally-known 
trainers hosting riding clinics in reining, 
Western, barrel racing, saddle seat equita¬ 
tion and smooth-gaited horses. Horse Fair 
includes breed and sport demonstrations, 
educational seminars, stallion row and 
parade, horse for sale aisles, 140 com¬ 
mercial vendors and 100 trailers for sale on 
site. Produced by the Horsemen’s Council 
of Illinois. www.HorsemensCouncil.org. 

Feb. 29 - March 2, 
Fishing and Outdoor Expo in 
Loves Park. Lure demonstrations and 
fishing clinics with the biggest names in 
the fishing world, plus representatives 
from Canadian camps and resorts, tack¬ 
le-tackle-tackle and more. 815-877-8043 
or www.showtimeproduction.net. 

1 v The 10th Annual Galena 
Area Business Showcase at the 
Galena Convention Center. Local mer¬ 
chants and business people display prod¬ 
ucts and information. Food, door prizes 
and drawings. 815-777-9050 or www. 
galenachamher.com. 

1 -2 r Paleofest in Rockford. An 
annual celebration of fossils and dino¬ 
saurs with world-famous dinosaur experts: 
lectures, workshops, children’s workshops, 
fossil identification and much more. 815- 
965-3433 or www.burpee.org. 

4-5 v The 2008 Illinois Small 
Fruit and Strawberry Schools at 
the Holiday Inn in Mt. Vernon. Reg¬ 
istration begins at 8:30 a.m. The cost is 
$30 per farm family for pre-registration 
and $35 at the door. The registration fee 
includes a copy of the 2008 Proceedings 
and a 2008 Midwest Commercial Small 
Fruit and Grape Spray Guide. 618-695- 
2441 or baly@uiuc.edu. 

7- 8p Dinner and a Murder! at 
the DeSoto House Hotel in Galena. “The 
Last Voyage.” A celebration cruise with 
soaring tempers, flying fists and unexpect¬ 
ed surprises. Friday night reception, with 
dinner and murder on Saturday night. 
888-459-1847 or www.bestofgalena.com. 

8 f McLean County Home, 
Lawn and Garden Day at Central 
Catholic High School in Bloomington. 
$40 per person. A one-day conference 
offering a variety of horticulture-related 
workshops. Admission includes classes, 
exhibits, speakers, lunch, refreshments 
and door prizes. 309-663-8306. 

8p ARC Taste of Galena at Eagle 
Ridge Resort and Spa in Galena. Sample 
specialty cuisine from more than 25 area 
businesses. Live jazz music. Advance and 
at the door ticket sales are subject to avail¬ 
ability. 815-777-2248 orwww.galenaarc.org. 

8V Jacksonville Symphony 
Society - Choral Gems at Illinois 
College in Jacksonville. The splendor 
of voices and orchestra await you as the 
Orchestra, the Chorale, and the Illinois 
College Concert Choir combine to bring 
you a program of Choral Gems. 217- 
245-3000 or www.ic.edu. 

8- 9 p Sock Monkey Madness in 
Rockford. Rockford is where the famous 
sock monkeys got their start. Midway 
Village is planning a day of monkey- 
shines to celebrate, including demon¬ 
strations, sock monkey collections from 
around the country and more. 815-397- 
9112 or www.midwayvillage.com. 

1 3- 1 6p The 14th Annual 
John Deere Two-Cylinder Tractor 
Show at the Village Square Mall in Ef¬ 
fingham. Display of two-cylinder tractors 
sponsored by the Old National Trail Two- 
Cylinder Club and East Central Illinois 
Two-Cylinder Club. 217-347-0623. 

>P The 17 th Annual Hunting 
Heritage Banquet Dinner and 
Auction at the Holiday Inn in Mount 
Vernon. 

Visit our Web site, 
www.icl.coop. 

>p Baroque Band, an Illinois 
College Fine Arts Series Perfor¬ 
mance at Illinois College in Jackson¬ 
ville. This young and energetic baroque 
ensemble from Chicago has made a 
quick and impressive impact upon the 
period-instrument orchestra scene. 
Its director is Garry Clark, a violinist 
who has been recognized as one of the 
United Kingdom’s finest interpreters of 
baroque music. The group has dedicated 
itself to becoming Chicago’s answer to 
the Philharmonic Baroque Orchestra of 
Berkeley, Calif, and is already living up 
to those lofty standards. 217-245-3000 
or www.ic.edu. 

28-30p Galena Wine Lovers 
Weekend throughout the Galena 
territory. Grand tastings and wine auc¬ 
tions. Dinners and wine, spirit and beer 
tastings, cooking demonstrations, and 
brunches and activities at various loca¬ 
tions throughout the Galena territory, 
including Eagle Ridge Resort and Spa 
in Galena and Massbach Ridge Winery 
in Elizabeth. 815-777-9050 or www. 
galenadowntown.com. 

1-30 p Egg Artistry Show 
and Sale in Rockford. Egg shells, from 
finch to ostrich, are hand-painted, beaded 
and carved. Enjoy the show and sale and 
visit the many vendors selling supplies for 
creating beautiful eggs. 815-397-9112 or 
www.midwayvillage.com. 

To be considered for inclusion, please submit events in the format used above. Preference is given to events sponsored by non-profit 
entities. Submitting an event is not a guarantee of publication. Photos are welcome, but will not be returned unless a self-addressed 
and stamped envelope is provided. Events are subject to change, so please contact the event sponsor for confirmation. 

Deadlines: February 15 for May Events, March 15 for June Events Mail to: Illinois Datebook, PO Box 3787, Springfield, IL 62708 
E-mail to: cwagner@aiec.coop 
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At your electric cooperative, we do everything in our power to ensure you 
always have an affordable, reliable source of energy. A^e also work hard to 
make sure all our members understand the latest and best ways to be more 

energy efficient. We have hundreds of things that you can do to save energy. 
Simple things to make sure you get the most out of the electricity you use. 

We re all in this together. 

The Touchstone Energy 8 Cooperatives of Illinois 
The power of human connections 

www.touchstoneenergy.coop 

Some homes waste nearly 
as much energy as they use. 



Call your local Carrier expert to learn how a 
geothermal system can ease your gas pains. 

Check out these advantages 
S Uses nature’s renewable 

energy source 
S Saves up to 50% 
S Comfortable and quiet 
S Exceptional warranties 
S Free hot water 
S Puron® refrigerant 

Typical operating cost comparison 

Older Propane Rirnace 

Standard-Efficiency Propane Furnace 

1 Ugh-Efficiency Propane Furnace 

| Oder Natural Gas Furnace 
 B 

Air-to-Air 12 SBER Heat Pump 

High-Efficiency Natural Gas FUmace n 

T 
Heat Cheap with Geothermal! 

Altamont 
R & H Plumbing & Heating 
(618)483-6159 

Astoria 
Astoria Plumbing & Htg 
(309) 329-2443 

Athens 
Dixons Heating & A/C 
(217)636-7934 

Belleville 
Belo Sales & Service 
(618)234-3310 

Bloominqton/Normal 
The Lane Company 
(309) 663-8412 

Mayol Plumbing & Htg 
(309) 828-7906 

Pro-Air Htg, Clg, Electrical 
(309)452-3415 

Breese 
R & B Plbg, Htg & A/C 
(618) 526-7723 

Champaiqn/Urbana 
Rose Heating & A/C 
(217) 328-4557 

Clifton 
Blasey Electric 
(815)694-2008 

Decatur 
Design Air 
(217)429-1105 

Fairbury 
Nussbaum Plumbing & Htg 
(815)692-2042 

Macomb 
Arnold Brothers Htg & Clg 
(309) 833-2852 

Mason City 
Hernan Plumbing & Htg 
(217)482-5805 

Mendota 
Walter Brothers Plbg & Htg 
(815)538-6516 

Peoria Tri-Countv 
AAA Northgate Htg & A/C 
(309) 686-1786 

Garber Heating & A/C 
(309) 266-9372 

GP Systems, Inc. 
(309) 579-3650 

Heinold Heating & A/C 
(309)467-6112 

Rushville 
Gardner Heating & A/C 
(217) 322-4404 

San Jose 
Whiz-Shawgo 
(309)241-8520 

Sheffield 
Bohm Plumbing & Htg 
(815) 454-2337 

Springfield 
Henson Robinson Co. 
(217) 544-8451 

Tavlorville 
Blakely Htg. & Clg. 
(217) 824-4684 

Virden 
Snell Enterprises 
(217) 965-3911 

Williamsfield 
Ingle Electric 
(309) 639-2400 

Carrier 

Turn to the Experts. 

As an ENERGY STAR® Partner Carrier has determined that this product meets the ENERGY STAR® guidelines for energy efficiency. 
The results shown in the chart are for comparative purposes only, but generally reflect current energy prices. Your Carrier dealer can provide savings estimates for your home. Based on electricity at SO.07 
per kilowatt hour, natural gas at $0.80 per therm in summer and SI.00 per therm in winter, and propane at $0.70 per gallon in summer and SI.35 per gallon in winter. 



Introducing the new Greek XL* Ultra 
with IntellaShield Technology" 

Now the hypo-allergenic Greek XL Ultra vacuum is engineered 
IntellaShield™—a combination of two innovative technologies 
designed to give you the best protection against bacteria, mold, 
mildew, and foul odors. Microban®, an antimicrobial agent, is built 

right in to the vacuum. It actually penetrates 
microbes and helps inhibit their ability to 

grow and reproduce and cause foul 
odors. Plus, enhanced odor controls 
help eliminate pet odors and other 
stubborn smells so your home is 

fresher and cleaner than ever. And, 
since IntellaShield is engineered into 

the vacuum, you get a whole new level of 
clean with no extra effort. In fact, IntellaShield 
keeps working even when the vacuum is turned off. 
So you get Protection Beyond Clean™ 

jmir 
NO 

INTEREST 
OR PARENTS 

FOR ONE EULL 
YEAR'- 

CALL NOW: 

1-888-477-4479 
Code: DM679 

CLICK NOW: 

oreck.com/feb 
ORDER NOW AND GET: 

The Greek XL Ultra sports a 50% improvement in 
air filtration. It cleans in one pass and traps 99.9% 
of all harmful allergens down to 0.3 microns. 
(Bacteria measures 0.4 to 10 microns. Mold 
spores are 10 to 100 microns.) 

On top of that the Greek XL Ultra is incredibly 
lightweight and makes housework a breeze. All 
this and it uses about l/3rd the electricity of 
virtually any other brand. That could save you 
hundreds of dollars in energy costs over the life 
of the vacuum. And it comes with a 10-year 
warranty and 10 free annual tune-ups, to keep it 
running like new. 

intellashield 
PROTECTION BEYOND CLEAN 

O "Nothing gets by 
an Greek" 

David Greek, Founder 

Plus Free Shipping! 
A $29.95 Savings. 

Buy the Greek XL Ultra with Intellashield today, 
and get a $199 hypo-allergenic Housekeeper® 
Compact Canister for free. It's great for ceilings, 
furniture, closets, and it's a great car vac, too. It's 
Strong Enough To Pick Up A 16-lb. Bowling Ball? 

FREE BOOKLET: 
David Creek's Helpful 
Hints for a Cleaner, 
Healthier Home. 
Get your copy today. 
There's no purchase 
necessary. It's yours 
free just for calling. 

Free $130 
cordless Oreck 
Speed Iron! 
Just for trying. Mail in 
the voucher included 
with your Ultra. 

Free s199 Hypo-Allergenic Super 
Deluxe Compact 

Canister. 
With purchase. 

©2008 Oreck Direct, LLC. 100 Plantation Road, New Orleans, LA 70123. 

‘Purchase Price Same as Cash offer on approved Oreck PowerCard purchases. No down paymenf required, no finance charges if purchase paid in full in 12 months. 
If purchase not paid in full in 12 months or Account not kept current, Finance Charges assessed from purchase date and Minimum Monthly Payments required. Standard 
Rate 19.8% APR. Default Rate 23.8% APR. Minimum Finance Charge $2. Certain rules apply to the allocation of payments and Finance Charges on your promotion¬ 
al purchase if you make more than one purchase on your Oreck PowerCard. Call 1 -888-367-4310 or review your cardholder agreement for information. Microban is 
a registered trademark of Microban Products Company. PCD2R 


