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Advantage Comfort Systems 
Paxton (217)379-6305 

Bratcher Heating & Air Conditioning, Inc. 
Btoomington/Normal (309)454-1611 

C & K Heating & Cooling 
Lebanon (618)537-9528 

Climate Company, Inc. 
Breese (618)526-2135 

D & R Heating & Air, Inc 
Centralia (616)548-9090 

Davis Electric 
Rushville (217)322-6677 

Ernst Heating & Cooling 
Hamel (618)633-2244 

Fowler Heating & Cooling 
Marion (618)997-5288 

You demand the best in your 
equipment and in yourself. 

GeoComfort shares your values 
and respects your ideals. Our 
geothermal comfort systems 
harvest the earth’s stored 
energy and use it to heat and 
cool your home. GeoComfort 
geothermal systems: the perfect 
combination of technology and 
respect for the earth. 

Philhower Electric, Plumbing, & Heating R & H Plumbing & Heating, Inc. 
Tiskilwa (6l5)646-44&1 Altamont (618)483-6159 

Jesse Heating & Air Conditioning 
Decatur (217)422-1744 

Champaign (217)352-8511 

Johnson Heating & A/C 
Kewanee (309)852-2610 

Kuchefski Heating & A/C, Inc. 
Danville (217)442-1454 

Mark’s Heating & Cooling 
Greenville (618)664-2499 

Neuhaus Heating & A/C 
Litchfield (217)324-2818 

Rightnowar HVAC 
Keenes (618)732-8268 

South Side Hardware 
Greenfield (217)368-2705 

Steffen Heating & A/C, Inc. 
Effingham (217)342-2062 

Stevens Heating & Air Conditioning 
Quincy (217)222-5220 

Weeke Sales & Service 
Okawville (618)243-5333 

Weidner Refrigeration, Inc. 
Divernon (217)628-3400 

Whitt Sales & Service, Inc. 
Farina (618)245-6404 

m 
Geothermal Systems 

More geothermal information is available at www.geocomfort.com. 

You work harder than most. 
You take care of your family as 
well as everyone else’s. 

You can’t control the elements, 
but you do what you can to 
make the best of what’s handed 
to you. 



DRIVING ON THE CUTTING EDGE 
Illinois electric co-ops are testing 
electric car technology with a 
converted Toyota Prius. Charging car 
batteries off peak with wind power 
could soon be a part of our energy 
solution. 
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Harvesting the Votes 
After the Election Will You Be a Part of the Energy Solution? 

"The reserve power supply 
safety cushion we built in the 70s 

and SDs is nearly exhausted." 

Dn the way into work today it dawned on me, 
the similarity between harvest season and elec¬ 

tion season. As candidates for political office are 
knocking on doors attempting to harvest votes 
among their constituents, the farmer is harvesting 
in his fields. It’s a long process for both, but each is 
hoping their efforts pay off in bumper crops. 

As a former politician, I recall the campaigns 
I ran for the Illinois State House. There were all 
these planned events, candidates’ forums and 
speaking events, where I would be in front of the 
masses. A refreshing reprieve was when I went door 
to door, to visit with the voters, hearing the issues 
that concerned them. 

Sometimes people begin to think it doesn’t 
matter. They get inundated with mail, phone calls, 
voice mails and campaign signs. They get numb 
to it. Yet, we need to realize the importance of 
getting to know all candidates and their messages. 
Consider this. 

We focus so much on the presidential 
election, but most of your federal officials start 
at your local and state government. Not all, but 
most. When I look at Illinois, the members of the 
Congressional delegation, over half came out of the 
state legislature: Barack Obama was a former state 
senator, retired speaker Dennis Hastert came out 
of the Illinois House, John Shimkus was a county 
treasurer. As you see candidates come out for office, 
you don’t know 10 or 20 years from now who will 

be a candidate for U.S. 
Senate or president. It’s a 
great time to get to know 
someone on the local level 
and get to know where 
they stand on the issues. 

We, including newly 
elected officials, have some 
phenomenal challenges 

before us now in the energy industry. The reserve 
power supply safety cushion we built in the 70s and 
80s is nearly exhausted. We are running out of sur¬ 
plus power and brownouts are possible. The energy 
demand that fuels our economy is increasing in this 
digital age. New energy infrastructure is difficult to 
get approved and built in a timely manner. 

We have fallen behind in providing new 
technologies. Breakthroughs haven’t happened 
because we haven’t put enough money into research. 

People are going to be experiencing sticker 

shock when it comes to rate increases. It’s hap¬ 
pened already at the gas pump and it’s coming to 
everyone’s electric meter. 

Now, take these concerns and fast-forward into 
2009, when climate change legislation over global 
warming concerns will be addressed. 

The new president - providing the disruption 
in the economy has slowed - will roll out in one 
of his first initiatives, a platform to control global 
warming. He will want to put his fingerprints on 
landmark legislation to save our planet, if you will. 

That will mean some tough choices. We feel 
that will come in the form of either a tax on carbon 
emissions or a somewhat more hidden tax, called a 
carbon cap and trade system. The cap means indus¬ 
tries have an allotment and they have to cap those 
emissions or trade with someone who can. There 
will be a cost and the cost will be passed on to you 
the cooperative member. 

The reality is this. If they say we have to get 
back to 1990 emission levels, they may not care 
how much it costs. State of the art technology may 
not be enough to satisfy these demands. That’s 
what scares us. 

Be a part of the solution 
Every rural co-op member has a role as new 

legislation moves forward. 
• Be informed. We have talked non-stop about a 

looming crisis. Most consumers believe that when 
we walk into our homes and flip a switch, elec¬ 
tricity will be there. That reliability is threatened. 

• Recognize that things have changed, that we 
have some challenges. We don’t have enough 
generation. 

• Understand that there is no silver bullet - no 
magic, single answer. But we can all do more to 
use energy efficiently. 

• Talk to your elected leaders. Ask questions. 
Listen. Let them know what you think. 

(Continued on page 6) 

N. Duane Noland is the President/CEO 
of the Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives, Springfield. He is a former 
state senator, active on his family farm 
near Blue Mound and a member of Shelby 
Electric Cooperative. 

The opinions and views of guest commen¬ 
tators are their own and may not represent 
those of the Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives or the electric co-ops of Illinois. 
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Ike's Storm Winds Blast Southern Illinois and Ohio Co-ops Dn Sept. 14, after devastating 

10 east Texas electric co-ops, 
Hurricane Ike’s wake caused 
widespread outages throughout 
the Midwest. Southern 
Illinois Electric Cooperative, 
Southeastern Illinois Electric 

Cooperative and Egyptian 
Electric Cooperative were hit 
hard and called in help from 
neighboring Illinois co-ops. 

Pennsylvania, Indiana, 
Tennessee and Ohio electric 
co-ops were also hit hard by the 

hurricane storm remnants. Clay 
Electric Cooperative, Eastern 
Mini Electric Cooperative, 
EnerStar Power, Shelby Electric 
Cooperative and Rural Electric 
Convenience Cooperative sent 
help to four Ohio cooperatives. I 

Egyptian Electric Lineman Andy Ahner, with Mike Chamness behind him and Foreman Bill Korando on the truck 
repair lines south of Carbondale. Bryce Cramer, District Office Manager for Egyptian Electric, says 2,500 members 
were without power after Hurricane Ike storm remnants blew through the co-op territory knocking down trees with 
gusts to 70 mph. Cramer said “Egyptian Electric’s crews were joined by crews from Monroe Electric Cooperative from 
Waterloo and MJM Electric Cooperative from Carlinville, as well as contract crews. These crews worked 18-hour 
days to restore service.” - Photo by Bryce Cramer, Egyptian Electric 

(Continued from page 4) 

Wind is phenomenal and energy conservation 
and efficiency are the right things to do, but we 
can’t conserve our way out of this. We will need 
to find new ways to build base-load generation, 
which usually comes in the form of coal, nuclear or 
natural gas. Each has limitations. 

Coal will have its place, but with a price 
A piece of tomorrow’s electricity needs has 

to come from coal-fired generation, but it’s been 
demonized for its current emissions. That’s why we 
need the technology to make the plentiful supply of 
our country’s most abundant energy source cleaner. 

These are tough questions, and those you put 
in office must face them. Bottom line, that makes 
the election/harvest season so important. Be a part 
of the crop in November and stay informed as new 
energy legislation is drafted. ■ 
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Alaskans Hit Hard by Higher Oil Prices Think you’ve got it bad? How’d you 
like to pay 60 cents a kWh and $7 

a gallon for gas? That’s what energy 
costs in Alaska. 

Alaska Village Electric 
Cooperative (AVEC) serves about 
7,500 consumers in 53 villages 
spread over the largest cooperative 
service territory in the world. The 
communities are not interconnected 
by transmission lines. Almost all of 
the electricity is generated by more 
than 160 diesel generator sets. Fuel 

is purchased and delivered by barge 
during a brief summer window of 
accessibility. 

Consumers are facing electricity 
costs in excess of 60 cents per kWh. 
Alaska’s Power Cost Equalization 
program provides a partial subsidy 
for the first 500 kWh consumed 
by residences each month, but the 
cost to the end-user is still at least 
24 cents per kWh, and there is no 
relief for commercial consumers. The 
villagers are also paying in excess of 

$7 per gallon for gasoline and home 
heating fuel. 

Opportunities to develop 
alternative resources are limited. 
AVEC named Wind Cooperative 
of the Year in 2007 by the U.S. 
Department of Energy has some 
wind resources that generated 1.1 
million kWh of electricity last year, 
displacing 81,481 gallons of the 5 
million gallons of diesel fuel normally 
purchased in a year. ■ 

Largest Class of Students Participate in Lineman Training Dne of the largest classes of students in Illinois electric 
cooperative history participated in lineman training 

in October at the Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives’ (AIEC) training school at Lincoln Land 
Community College (LLCC) in Springfield. Forty 
students, including current apprentice lineman at 
cooperatives and municipal utilities, as well as LLCC 
students, are participating in First Year Apprentice and 
Rubber Gloving training. 

“This is illustrative of the number of new electric 
linemen coming into the field,” said Roger Larkin, AIEC 
Manager of Lineworker and Apprentice Training. “We 
have a lot of outstanding young guys at the school this 
week who will be great journeymen linemen someday.” 

Instructors at the school included Larkin, Chuck 

West, longtime instructor and retired Corn Belt Lineman/ 
Serviceman; Lyle Kofoot, retired Eastern Illini Lineman/ 
Servicema; Billy Shoaff, retired Shelby Electric Lineman 
and Operations Superintendent; Bob Gross, Monroe 
County Electric Journeyman Lineman; Scott Kerley, 
Tri-County Electric Lead Lineman; and Thad France, 
Shelby Electric Lineman. 

“This week we’ve had a great group of instructors with 
many years of experience and the young guys have really 
learned a lot from them. They’re some of the best in the 
business and we greatly appreciate their hard work and 
willingness to share their skills and knowledge with the 
next generation of linemen,” said John Freitag, AIEC Vice 
President of Operations. ■ 
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Illinois G&T to Develop 30 MW Wind Farm Prairie Power, Inc. (PPI), based in Jacksonville, 111., has announced plans to 

develop a dO-megawatt (MW) wind farm near Pittsfield, 111. While the exact 

number of wind turbines has yet to be determined, initial estimates are for around 

20-1.5 MW turbines. 

Prairie Power’s President and CEO Robert Harbour said, “Our electric 

distribution cooperatives, their consumer members and the environment will 

benefit from this investment in wind power.” 

The proposed wind farm will generate approximately 91,980 MW-hours of 

clean renewable electric energy. The energy output of the wind farm will provide 

enough electricity to serve approximately 15,970 rural co-op members. 

Prairie Power plans to begin construction of the wind farm in late 2009 with 

an expected completion date of 2011. Estimated investment cost is approximately 

$66 million. ■ 

Average November 
Heating Degree Days 

Near To Slightly Below Normal 
Temperatures Expected For November Sea-surface temperatures across the Equatorial Pacific continue to average 

closer to normal and therefore the neutral El Nino-Southern Oscillation 

(ENSO) phase is persisting. In fact, long-range climate models indicate that 

this neutral phase will last through the rest of this year. 

So what does a neutral phase during the late fall mean for Illinois 

temperatures? Taking a look back at past climate records reveals that Illinois 

can see both warmer and cooler than normal temperatures during the late fall 

with this type of ENSO signal occurring. However, other climate indices such 

as the NAO (North Atlantic Oscillation) point to the cooler scenario at least 

across portions of the state. 

Current thinking is that portions of the Tennessee and Ohio Valley, 

including southern Illinois, will see temperatures that average slightly 

below normal during November. The rest of Illinois is expected to see mean 

temperatures that average closer to normal. 

The Illinois map this month illustrates the total number of heating degree 

days that Illinois records on average during the month of November. It is 

possible that southern Illinois will see a slightly higher than average number 

of heating degree days. As a result, energy costs with respect to heating may 

also be higher than average. ■ 
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• If you plan to paint over the caulk, 
wait 24 hours. You can also caulk 
around doors and other small areas. 

For gaps over a 1/2-inch try 
expandable foam. It’s available in 
several formulas for different jobs and 
can be used to fill in large gaps around 

windows and doors, as well as holes 
where plumbing or wires come into the 
home and where the foundation meets. 
Use caution with it because it expands 
much more than you think and can be 
difficult to remove once it dries. 

Vinyl, metal and various other 
forms of weather-stripping can also be 

found at home improvement stores. 
These products can help seal air leaks 
where your window or door opens and 
closes. It’s also available for garage 
doors. Check your weather-stripping 
yearly and replace as needed. 

Caulking around the exterior of 
your windows is an easy way to 

stop small air drafts. There are many 
different types and colors of caulk 
available. Choose what will work best 
for your needs and match your home. 
Some caulks are even paint-compat¬ 
ible. Keep in mind you’ll need about 
half a tube per window on average, as 
well as a caulk gun. 

• Pick a fairly warm, dry day. 

• Clean the area. Scrape away any 
old caulk or peeling paint, and 
clean the area of dirt and grime. 

• Cut off 1/4-1/2-inch of the tip 
of the caulk tube at a 45° angle, 
puncture the seal with a nail if 
needed, and place the tube into 
the gun. 

Run a bead of caulk between 
the siding and window frame. 
Look for any gaps or areas where 
air could get through. The 
bead should be about 1/8-inch 
thick, at least. You may need to 
frequently clean the tip of the 
tube to get a smooth line. Make 
sure to use enough caulk to 
overlap both sides. 

You can smooth out the caulk 
if you wish with a small flat 
object, like an ice cream stick 
or flat screwdriver (if you keep 
wiping it clean). Avoid using 
your fingers. The caulk could 
be harmful to your skin. 

Gfewifc 
Caulk Around Your Windows 
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Illinois Electric Cooperatives (AIEC) 
in Springfield. The Toyota Prius had a 
new lithium ion battery pack added in 
October, which was funded by Prairie 
Power, Inc., a generation and trans¬ 
mission (G&T) cooperative serving 
11 distribution co-ops in Illinois and 
headquartered in Jacksonville. 

“We think it’s the right thing to 
do,” says Bob Harbour, President and 
CEO of Prairie Power. “It will be good 
for the environment and reduce tail¬ 
pipe emissions. And it will be good for 
improving our load factor by increas¬ 
ing off-peak sales.” 

Prairie Power is also investing in 
a new 30-megawatt (MW) wind farm 
near Pittsfield. Harbour says the two 
ideas could work well together. The 
key is that the cars must be charged at 
night and off peak. 

“Many times you will get the 
energy from wind turbines off peak at 
night. That battery in the car could 
store the wind energy. It could all work 
together,” Harbour says. 

He also adds that there are many 
problems left to work out, and that’s 
the reason for being involved in this 
real-world research. The main problem 
area is battery technology. He says, 
“There are still significant problems 
with battery technology, not just the 
cost, but disposal and recycling too. 
All these issues need to be worked 
on.” 

“Part of the program is gaining 
real world data on what it’s like to 
drive one of these vehicles day to day, 
and part of it is public outreach,” says 
Alan Shedd, who logged 45,000 miles 
in a plug-in as a Commercial-Indus¬ 
trial Marketing Engineer at Jackson 
Electric Membership Corporation in 
Jefferson, Ga. Shedd picked up the co¬ 
op’s PHEV, a retrofitted 2004 Toyota 
Prius from a conversion shop outside 
Los Angeles in February 2007. 

Today’s hybrid cars, like the Prius, 
achieve greater fuel efficiency by add¬ 
ing an electric motor and a 1.3-kWh 
nickel-metal hydride battery pack that 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING www.icl.coop 

magine driving a car that gets 
the equivalent of 100 or even 

sJF 150 miles per gallon (mpg), 
one that is pollution free and costs just 
2 cents a mile to drive. Sound good? 
Well, you could be driving one in just 
a few years. It will be a car you plug in 
instead of gassing up. Illinois’ electric 
co-ops, and others across the nation, 
are participating in a shakedown cruise 
to see just how electric cars will work 
in the real world. 

The Cooperative Research Net¬ 
work (CRN), an arm of Arlington, 
Va.-based National Rural Electric 
Cooperative Association (NRECA), 
has been conducting a project involv¬ 
ing these cars, called plug-in hybrid 
electric vehicles (PHEVs), for the past 
20 months. The U.S. Department of 
Energy’s Idaho National Laboratory 
and seven electric co-ops across the 
country have joined the effort, with 
a plan for 10 cars to hit the road by 
the end of this year. One of those 
cars is owned by the Association of 

Electric co-ops giving 
a real-world test to 

plug-in cars 

By John Lowrey 



takes over for the gasoline engine at 
low speeds. The gas engine kicks on 
during long cruises or when the bat¬ 
tery gets used up. Both the gas engine 
and a regenerative braking system 
constantly recharge the battery pack. 

Plug-in hybrids, though, take the 
idea a step further by replacing the 
nickel-metal hydride battery with a 
9-kWh lithium-ion model - a much 
larger version of those used in cell 
phones and laptops - that delivers 
more electric power and better fuel 
economy. 

When the battery runs down to 
where a one-third charge remains, 
the PHEV starts acting like a regular 
hybrid, using the gasoline engine to 
maintain that level. But the engine 
and brakes don’t recharge the battery 
much further. Instead, a full charge 
requires a regular 110-V outlet. 

Before being converted to a plug¬ 
in, Shedd’s off-the-shelf hybrid aver¬ 
aged 45 to 50 mpg. He now gets 75 to 
90 mpg driving the same routes. On 
trips in-town of less than 20 miles, the 
car can average between 120 and 150 
mpg. 

Even in a scenario where few 
changes are made to the nation’s cur¬ 
rent electric generation mix - with 
coal continuing to provide about half 
of all power produced - widespread 
adoption of PHEVs could reduce 
carbon dioxide emissions by as much 
as 500 million metric tons a year by 
2050. That’s equal to permanently 
taking more than one-third of cars off 
the nation’s roads. 

At the moment, plug-in hybrid 
electric vehicle development remains 
hampered by costs and evolving bat¬ 
tery technology. Nickel-metal hydride 
batteries, for their part, are plagued by 
low-energy density - the charge held 
relative to size, and lithium-ion bat¬ 
teries, such as those being deployed by 
CRN, are not yet proven. 

Another technical hurdle in¬ 
volves electric utilities’ ability to 
handle a surge of electric-driven 
cars. If PHEVs are charged during 
times of low electricity demand, the 
current power grid could “fuel” as 
many as 180 million without the need 
for new generation, according the 
U.S. Department of Energy Pacific 

"Many times 
you will get the 
energy from wind 
turbines off peak 
at night. That 
battery in the car 
could store the 
wind energy. It 
could all work 
together." 

“When plugged in, a PHEV can 
recharge in four hours,” says Ed Tor- 
rero, CRN executive director. “Doing 
so consumes around 4 kWh, or about 
40 cents, of electricity. It’s cheaper 
to fully recharge the battery this way 
than charging it with the gasoline en¬ 
gine.” 

A PHEV can run on the equiva¬ 
lent of $ 1 per gallon for gas - a price 
not seen in this country since Febru¬ 
ary 1999. “The downside is, the bat¬ 
teries are going to cost about $10,000 
right now and the payback is pretty 
long,” says Bob Gibson, Senior Pro¬ 
gram Manager for CRN. “The goal is 
to cut that cost to roughly $5,000 or 
even $3,000.” 

At that price premium, the 
eventual pocketbook advantages to 
drivers are obvious. Plug-ins also offer 
the promise of reduced reliance on 
imported oil and lower greenhouse gas 
emissions. Combined, electricity gen¬ 
eration and transportation account for 

close to three-quarters of U.S. green¬ 
house gas emissions, blamed as a prin¬ 
cipal contributor to climate change. 

General Motors plans to market the Chevrolet Volt by la 
2010, although some say it will be 2011. GM estimates that t 
Volt will be less expensive to recharge than purchasing a ci 
of your favorite coffee. More than 220 lithium-ion cells w 
power the Volt’s electric-drive unit delivering the equivalent 
150 horsepower, 273 Ib-ft. of instant torque, and a top speed 
100 miles per hour. 
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Plug-in cars have 
the potential 
to create the 

greatest end- 
use product, and 

greatest challenge. 
for electric 

utilities since air 
conditioning was 
introduced in the 

1950s. 

Northwest National Laboratory in 
Richland, Wash. But a rapid and more 
widespread adoption of the technology 
could severely strain distribution sys¬ 
tems, such as those owned and main¬ 
tained by your local electric co-op. 

“Plug-in cars have the potential 
to create the greatest end-use product, 
and greatest challenge, for electric 
utilities since air conditioning was 
introduced in the 1950s,” explains 
Torrero. “Air conditioning load grew 
much faster than expected and caught 
a lot of utilities unprepared. This re¬ 
search project is contributing to an 
early understanding of the technology 
so we can avoid any similar unintend¬ 
ed consequences.” 

“In my opinion, it’s a non-issue,” 
insists Shedd. “In recharging, the car 
draws less energy than a hairdryer. 
And we don’t have brownouts in the 

morning when everyone is getting 
ready for work, drying their hair and 
making coffee.” 

Jackson EMC recently retired its 
PHEV when the odometer reached 
103,000 miles, and Shedd has since 
moved on to work as a Southern re¬ 
gional manager with the NRECA. But 
wanting to continue his participation 
with CRN, Shedd “put his money 
where his mouth is” and bought the 
car from the co-op. 

“I’m a huge fan of the technol¬ 
ogy — it works very well,” Shedd 
concludes. “This car and I, we go way 
back.” 

One of the values of the co-ops’ 
nationwide test is that the cars and 
batteries will be tested in different ter¬ 
rain and different weather conditions. 
The co-ops involved in the nation¬ 
wide test have also formed a user’s 

- - - - --|Tir-TTW» 

Alan Shedd plugs his PHEV in at home and monitors how much electricity it draws with a small 
voltmeter. In recharging, the car uses less energy than a hairdryer. Source: Jackson EMC 
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group to share ideas. 
John Freitag, Vice President of 

Operations for the AIEC, is a member 
of the user’s group. He says the group 
is already learning some of the posi¬ 
tives as well as the negatives. One car 
already had a spectacular fire caused 
by a very minor battery pack installa¬ 
tion error. “This is a trial of new tech¬ 
nology and it could fail,” says Freitag. 

Batteries, like people, tend to 
prefer 72-degree weather. One of 
the cars is being tested by a co-op in 
North Dakota. Freitag says, “They 
told us horror stories of bad mileage 
last winter during -30 degree weather. 
Mileage also tends to suffer during 
extremely hot periods when battery 
performance is less and the AC is on.” 

Although some of this sounds 
negative, Freitag says, “Actually this 
is an extremely positive development. 
It’s really exciting and I’m glad that 
the electric co-ops are being proactive 
and innovative and helping further 
development of these new cars.” 

Randy Olson, Member Service 
Representative for Wayne-White 
Counties Electric Cooperative in 
Fairfield, is an electric car enthusiast 
and has written several articles on the 
subject. He says as new hybrid-electric 
vehicles hit the market, like the 
Chevrolet Volt which could be avail¬ 
able in 2011, kWh sales will increase. 

“The key will be to educate peo¬ 
ple to charge their vehicles at night 
when demand is lower for electricity,” 
says Olson. 

Olson says to watch for new 
Chinese electric cars in 2009. For 
example, a four-door sedan called 
the E6 will cost $35,000 and is being 
developed by the world’s second larg¬ 
est battery supplier BYD of China. It 
could hit the U.S. market next year. 

Ultimately, to work well together, 
the electric grid, electric cars and 
their owners will have to be smart. 
Many Illinois electric co-ops have 
already installed a part of that “smart 
grid” technology with automated 
meter reading (AMR) technology in¬ 
stalled throughout their systems. But 
more demand management tools and 
pricing models will need to be devel¬ 
oped. 

You may see this “plug-in” Toyota Prius at your next co-op annual 
meeting. Owned by the Association of Illinois Electric Coopera¬ 
tives, Springfield, it is part of a nationwide test of electric cars. 
The conversion to a plug-in car was funded by Prairie Power, Inc. 
of Jacksonville. Similar cars in the test have reached 100-mpg 
levels. 

“Early trial data shows people are 
plugging in the cars on peak, not off 
peak,” says Gibson. But he adds that 
the data monitor and software being 
used in the co-ops’ test project is also 
being tested for commercial use in 
new electric cars. “It could commu¬ 
nicate between the car and the utility 
and control the charging process off 
peak.” 

Gibson says there are more prac¬ 
tical problems to work out, like where 
to plug in the car when not at home 
and how to meter and pay for that 
off-site charging. “This is all solvable, 
but we need real world tests to figure 
out the stumbling blocks. There are 
always realities that impact new tech¬ 
nology.” 

But Gibson says like with any 
new technology early adopters will 
buy plug-in cars. It was that way for 
the hybrids like the Toyota Prius, says 
Gibson. He was one of those early 
adopters. He bought a Prius in 2002. 

“My wife thought I was nuts. 
Now she loves it too,” he says. ■ 

For more 
information: 

www.epowersynergies.com 

www.FVEAA.org 

www.PioneerConversions.com 

www. E AAE V. org 

www.NEDRA.com 

www.PlugInAmerica.org 

Scott Gates, a writer for the NRECA 

contributed to this article. 

Sources: U.S. Department of Energy, 

Electric Power Research Institute, Natural 

Resources Defense Council, and California 

Air Resources Board. 

www.calcars.org 

www. E V world. com 

www.illinoisgreenfleets.org/ 

fuels 

www.sonyclassics.com/ 
whokilledtheelectriccar 
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Cooked to Perfection 
Take the Time to Safely Prepare the Turkey 

Da not use brown 
paper bags for cooking, 

cautions USDA. They 
are not sanitary, may 
cause a fire and may 

emit toxic fumes. 

Cooking Turkey in an 
Electric Roaster The electric roaster 

oven serves as an 
extra oven to cook 
the turkey or roast. 
According to the 
U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA), 
the cooking time and 
oven temperature 
setting are usually 
the same as conven¬ 
tional cooking. Always 
check the roaster’s use 
and care manual for 
manufacturer’s recom¬ 
mended temperature 
setting and temperature. 

Before cooking, 
U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) recom¬ 
mends preheating the electric roaster oven to at 
least 325 degrees Fahrenheit. Place the turkey on 
the roaster oven’s rack or other meat rack so the 
juices will collect in the bottom of the oven liner. 
Leave the lid on throughout cooking, removing it 
as little as possible to avoid slowing the cooking 
process. 

Cooking bags can be used in 
the roaster oven as long as the bag 
doesn’t touch the sides, bottom or 
lid. Follow directions given by the 
cooking bag manufacturer, and use 
a meat thermometer to be sure the 
internal temperature in the inner¬ 
most part of the thigh and wing 
and the thickest part of the breast 
reaches the safe minimum internal 
temperature of 165 degrees. 

DO NOT use brown paper bags 
for cooking, cautions USDA. They 
are not sanitary, may cause a fire and 

may emit toxic fumes. Intense heat may cause a 
bag to ignite, causing a fire in the oven. Plus - the 
ink, glue, and recycled materials in paper bags can 
give-off toxic fumes when they are exposed to heat. 
Instead, use commercial oven cooking bags found 
in your local grocery store. 

For more information on cooking turkey, call 

ALTERNATE WAYS TO COOK TURKEY 
Note: Always make sure whole turkeys reach 165 °F as measured 

in the innermost part of the thigh and wing and the thickest part of the breast. 

Method Size Estimated Cooking Time Notes 

Electric roaster oven 8 to 24 lbs. Generally same times as for 
oven roasting. 

Minimum oven temperature 
325° F. Check appliance manual. 

Grilling: Covered Charcoal 
Grill or Covered Gas Grill 

8 to 16 lbs. 15 to 18 minutes per 
pound. DO NOT STUFF. 

Air in grill must maintain 225 to 
300° F; use drip pan. 

Smoking a Turkey 8 to 12 lbs. 20 to 30 minutes per 
pound. DO NOT STUFF. 

Air in smoker must maintain 225 
to 300° F; use drip pan. 

Deep Fat Frying 8 to 12 lbs. 3 to 5 minutes per pound. 
DO NOT STUFF. 

Oil must maintain 350° F. 

Cooking Turkey Frozen 8 to 24 lbs. Add 50% additional cooking 
time per chart. 

Do not use oven cooking bag; 
remove giblets during cooking. 

Microwaving a Turkey 8 to 14 lbs. 9 to 10 minutes per pound 
on medium (50%) power. 
DO NOT STUFF. 

Use oven cooking bag. Rotate 
during cooking. 

Pressure Cooker Turkey parts Times vary by altitude. Follow manufacturers' directions. 

the USDA Meat and Poultry Hotline at 1-888- 
674-6854 (1-888-MPHotline), Mon.-Fri., 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m., Eastern time. USDA information is also 
available at: www.fsis.usda.gov/ 

University of Illinois Extension features turkey 
information in English and Spanish, including 
recipes at: http://www.urbanext.uiuc.edu/turkey/ 

Testing Turkey for Doneness 
The best way to be sure a turkey is done 

and cooked safely, is to use a food thermometer. 
According to the United States Department of 
Agriculture (USDA), the minimum temperature of 
the turkey should be 165 degrees F and measured in 
the innermost part of the thigh and wing and the 
thickest part of the breast with a food thermometer. 

If the turkey has a “pop-up” temperature 
indicator, USDA recommends that a food ther¬ 
mometer be used to test the temperature. 

When cooking only a turkey breast, the inter¬ 
nal temperature should reach 165 degrees. ■ 

Jananne Finck, MS, RD, Nutrition and 
Wellness Educator, Springfield Center. 
University of Illinois Extension , 217-782- 
6515, or finckj@uiuc.edu. 
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Our best one-piece 
music system. 

When we introduced the original Acoustic Wave® 

music system, Sound & Vision said it delivered “possibly 

the best-reproduced sound many people have ever 

heard.” And the Oregonian reported it had “changed 

the way many Americans listen to music.” 

Today, the improved Acoustic Wave® music system II 

builds on our more than 40 years of industry-leading 

innovation to deliver even better sound. This is 

the best one-piece music system we’ve ever made, 

with sound that rivals large and complicated stereos. 

There’s no stack of equipment. No tangle of wires. Just 

all-in-one convenience and lifelike sound. 

Even better sound than its award-winning 

predecessor. With recently 

developed Bose® technologies, 

our engineers were able to 

make the acclaimed sound 

even more natural. We 

believe you’ll appreciate the 

quality even at volume levels 

approaching that of a live 

performance. 

Use it where you like. This small system fits 

almost anywhere. You can move it from room to room, 

or take it outside. It has what you need to enjoy your 

music, including a built-in CD player and digital FM/AM 

tuner. You also can easily connect additional sources like 

your MP3 player or TV. 

Shown in Graphite Gray 
with optional 5-CD Changer. 

City State Zip  

Phone E-mail (Optional)   

Mail to: Bose Corp., Dept. DMG MS2T3, The Mountain, Framingham, MA 01701-9168 

To order or learn more: 

1-800-314-3416, ext. GSBIB 
www.Bose.com/AWMS2 

Bose around-ear 
headphone when 
you order by 
December 31, 2008. 

Hear it yourself risk free for 30 days. 

Use our Excitement Guarantee to try it for 30 days. 

Order by December 31, 2008, 

and you’ll receive one of our 

Bose around-ear headphones 

free - a $139 value. Use these 

comfortable headphones with 

the system or another audio 

source. You’ll enjoy sound that 

Time Out London calls “amazing.” When you call, ask 

about making 12 easy payments, with no interest charges 

from Bose.* Compare the performance of the Acoustic 

Wave® music system II with large, multi-component 

stereos costing much more. And discover why Bose is the 

most respected name in sound. 

Better sound through research® 

1 N THE HOME AROUND THE HOME • AWAY FROM HOME 

•Bose payment plan available on orders of $299-$1500 paid by major credit card. Separate financing offers may be available for select products. See website for details. Down payment is 1/12 the product price plus applicable tax and shipping charges, charged when your order is shipped. Then your credit 
card will be billed for 11 equal monthly installments beginning approximately one month from the date your order is shipped, with 0% APR and no interest charges from Bose. Credit card rules and interest may apply. U.S. residents only. Limit one active financing program per customer, ©2008 Bose Corporation. 
Patent rights issued and/or pending. The distinctive designs of the Acoustic Wave® music system II and headphone oval ring are also trademarks of Bose Corporation. Financing and headphone offer not to be combined with other offers or applied to previous purchases, and subject to change without notice. 
If the system is returned, headphones must be returned for a full refund. Offer is limited to purchases made from Bose and participating authorized dealers. Headphone offer valid 11/1/08-12/31/08. Risk free refers to 30-day trial only and does not include return shipping. Quotes reprinted with permission: 
Sound & Vision, 3/85; Wayne Thompson, Oregonian, 9/10/96; Derek Adams, Time Out London. 3/12-19/03. 



Still Giving Thanks 
Food Supply and Thanksgiving Took Root in 1623 

the 
Today, only about 3 percent of 

papulation produces food 
everyone in our country 

ugh extra for export. 
for 
and 

Sometime this month, hopefully on the fourth 
Thursday, many of us will bow our heads and 

pray that we won’t pop our pants as we fill up on 
turkey, cranberries, potatoes, and gravy. Lots of 
gravy. Gravy on the turkey. Gravy on the potatoes. 
Gravy on the dressing. Gravy on top of gravy. 
Mmmm. 

Most Americans can be thankful for 
having food on the table, 
clothes on our bodies, elec¬ 
tricity in our homes and a roof 
over our heads. 

It was Governor Bradford 
of the tiny settlement at 
Plymouth, Mass., who 
proclaimed the first 
Thanksgiving Day. The 
proclamation read: 

“Ye Pilgrims; in as much as the 
great Father has given us this year an abundant harvest 
of Indian corn, wheat, peas, beans, squash, and garden 
vegetables ... I, your magistrate, do proclaim that all 
ye Pilgrims do gather on Thursday, November ye 29th 
on the year of our Lord one thousand six hundred and 
twenty-three to listen and render Thanksgiving to ye 
Almighty God for all these blessings.” 

Short and sweet, though a little archaic in the 
writing. Still, it was understandable. 

The beginnings of our present day crops were 
already evident on that first 
Thanksgiving, whether from 
the old country or the new 
world. 

The pilgrims brought 
seeds of many European 
plants with them, but history 
says it was the New World 
corn that kept them alive 
that first winter. The har¬ 

vesting of corn by the pilgrims was made possible 
by Squanto and the other friendly Indians in the 
area. That corn was an ancestor to the vegetable 
we cream or mix with crackers and bake. Yet, it was 

Peas were one of the regularly grown crops in 
Europe, especially in England. Breeding of peas 
had been extensive there and many varieties were 
available. The pilgrims introduced this crop to the 
New World and to the Indians. 

It didn’t take the Indians long to realize 
the potential food source of the pea; it was soon 
planted all along eastern North America. 

Both Pilgrims and Indians knew about beans, 
but each had different varieties. Trade off 

of beans occurred and bean hybrids fol¬ 
lowed. This paved the way 
for better varieties for 
all, with current breeders 

continuing the tradition of 
improving yields, protein con¬ 
tent and pest resistance. 

Squash and pumpkins, also 
native of the Americans, were 

abundant then as they are now. 
However, back in 1623, these 
foods were probably eaten raw 
and not made into pies covered 

with whipped cream. 
We have come a long way since our 

beginnings. In 1623, virtually everyone was 
involved in producing enough food - grow your 
own or starve during the winter months. Today, 
only about 3 percent of the population produces 
food for everyone in our country and enough extra 
for export. 

Efforts have occasionally been made to 
change the date of Thanksgiving and for two 
years (1939 and 1940) it was officially moved to 
the third Thursday of November. Because of the 
strong protest, Congressional Resolution in 1941 
settled the issue by permanently making the fourth 
Thursday our Thanksgiving Day. 

There’s much to be thankful for this year, 
including a great year for fruits and vegetables. 
Rain has been abundant over most of the state, 
resulting in green lush lawns and trees this past 
summer, though there were some floods that caused 
damage. Still, the year is ending with positive notes 
and the majority of plants in good condition. 

Who knows what 2009 will hold, and for not 
being able to foresee that, we can also be thankful. : 

David Robson is an Extension Educator, 

Horticulture, at the Springfield Extension 

Center, University of Illinois Extension, 

P.0. Box 8199, Springfield, IL 62791. 

Telephone: 217-782-6515. 

E-mail: drobson@uiuc.edu. 
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High Utility Bills Getting You Down? 
Let ClimateMaster Geothermal Heating and 

Cooling Systems Cure Your Pain 

Check out 
these advantages 

Er Uses nature’s renewable energy 

B' Save up to 70% on heating costs 

at Comfortable and quiet 

at Clean and safe - no carbon monoxide 

at Free hot water 

at Tax credits in 2006 

Contact your local dealer for more information 
Auburn, IL 
Lonnie L Winn Heating 

& Cooling 
217-438-1235 

Bloomington, IL 
Pro-Air 
309-452-3415 

Carbon Cliff, IL 
Swanson Mechanical 
309-373-4773 

Carbondale, IL 
Jacobs Air Conditioning 

& Heating, Inc. 
618-529-2989 

Champaign, IL 
Lanz Heating & Cooling 
217-202-6858 

Dubuque, IA 
All Season’s Heating 

& Cooling, Inc. 
563-582-2584 

Effingham, IL 
Merz Heating & A/C 
217-342-2323 

Elburn, IL 
J R Herra, Inc. 
630-365-6266 

Griggsville, IL 
Pike County Heating & Cooling 
217-833-2488 

Jacksonville, IL 
Brennan Sheet Metal 
217-245-7181 

Jerseyville, IL 
Vanausdoll Heating 

& Cooling 
618-498-4349 

Marion, IL 
Ponder Service, Inc. 
618-977-8900 

Quality Geothermal Heating, Cooling and Hot Water WWW.climatemaster.com 

Newark, IL 
Newark Mechanical 
815-695-1467 

Paxton, IL 
L & R Heating & 

Cooling, Inc. 
217-379-3191 

Pekin, IL 
Central Heating & A/C 
309-696-9080 

Sugar Grove, IL 
TRICO Mechanical 
630-466-3662 

Taylorville, IL 
Yard Heating & Cooling 
217-824-4737 

Villa Grove, IL 
R C Plumbing & Heating 
217-832-9744 



Energy Efficiency 101: From the Ground Up 
Warm Floors Start with an Insulated Basement 

'This solution often makes a 
crawl space drier and can solve 

mold and mildew problems." 

Ill 

Yep, I told you so. It does get 
cold in the winter. And yes, 

I do now wear shoes and socks 
when I go outside to get our 
newspapers. No more bare feet 
until next summer. 

In last month’s column, we 
talked about cold floors and what 
to do about them if your house 
is built on a slab. This month, 
we will focus our attention on 
houses that have crawl spaces or 
basements. 

Here’s a real simple fact for 
starters. If your crawl space or 
basement is never cold, the floor 
above is never cold. The way to 
keep a basement warm in the winter is very simple. 
Just insulate the basement wall and add a little heat 
to the basement. In nearly every case, it costs very 
little to heat and cool an insulated basement. 

For insulating basements I prefer to: 
• Place two by four studs on the basement 

wall, just like the exterior wall of the house. 
• Then spray cellulose or foam insulation 

between the studs. 
The basement is now 

well insulated and can 
easily be finished into living 
space in the future. Warmer 
basement equals warmer feet. 

If your house has a crawl 
space, we prefer to treat it 
much like a basement. 

Again, our intent is to 
keep the crawl space from 

ever being cold. The way to accomplish this is: 
• Totally cover the ground with heavy plastic. 
• Close the foundation vents. 
• Insulate the foundation wall. 

This will prevent cold exterior air from getting 
under the house. As a result, the crawl space will 
always be about the same temperature as the nor¬ 
mal ground temperature. 

In fact, the crawl space will probably be 
warmer as the heat from the house and heat from 
your ductwork (if the ductwork is located under 
your house), may warm that area several degrees. 

The foundation wall can be insulated with 

sprayed cellulose, sprayed foam, or foam-board 
panels. This solution often makes a crawl space 
drier and can solve mold and mildew problems. 

While many in our country agree with what 
I’ve just written, there are some who don’t. Some 
codes won’t allow this and there are even pest 
exterminators who won’t offer termite contracts if 
your crawl spaces are sealed. Therefore, you should 
be absolutely certain that your codes and pest 
exterminator will allow this as a solution. 

Please note: 
• If your crawl space ever has standing water, 

you must solve the water problem before 
sealing the crawl space. 

• If there are any gas lines or gas appliances in 
the crawl space, careful consideration must 
be given to ensure there is adequate com¬ 
bustion air. 

Many thousands of homes now have “sealed” 
crawl spaces (with termite contracts), including 
my house. Those houses have lower utility bills 
and the occupants have warmer feet. In fact, I feel 
better already just thinking about it. See you next 
month. ■ 

Doug Rye, the “Doctor of Energy 
Efficiency-the King of Caulk and Talk” can 
be heard on several different Illinois radio 
stations. Or you can go to his Web site at 
www.dougrye.com, e-mail him at info@ 
philliprye.com, or call 888-Doug-Rye or 
501-653-7931. You can also sign up for 
a free newsletter and order his “how to” 
videotapes. 

A, 
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Call the ROOf KinC| for your 
Mobile Home Roofing Needs! 

1 -800-748-0645 

ATTENTION PEOPLE WITH MEDICARE: 

Humana 
still makes 

e calls! 
Yes, some people may say 

that's an old-fashioned idea. 

But at Humana, we still 

appreciate some of those 

old-time values. And to us, 

it's just the way we want 

to do business. 

That's why our licensed representatives are always happy 

to come and talk with you in the privacy and convenience 

of your home. They will listen to what you want in your 

health plan, and offer guidance to help you choose the 

plan that's right for you. 

Call today for information or for your 
personal consultation: 

1-800-552-8936 
TTY 1-877-833-4486 

8 a.m. to 8 p.m., 7 days a week 

HUMANA. 
Guidance when you need it most 

-Medicare 

-Group Health 

-Individual health 

-Dental, Life, Vision 

Medicare approved HMO, PRO, and PFFS plans available to anyone 
enrolled in both Part A and Part B of Medicare through age or 

disability.Enrollment period restrictions apply, call Humana for details. 
M0006 GHA 02XTRR I111/08 

Mobile Home Super Insulated 
Roof Over Systems 
40 Year Warranty 

Factory Direct from Roof King 

www.roofking.net Frj 

Select, 
Ones-'Vay 
Ventures 
Dr. John Ronan DDS 

& Associates 
Can Offer You 

Dentures, Partials 
& Extractions 

In a 

ONE-DAY SERVICE 
[DENTURES# \ PARTIALS l 

$124# 
1 er m 

\$154| 
1 each | 

Office Hours: Monday-Friday 8 to 4 

Gail for an Appointment 

(217-479-8444) 
(1-877-565-8981) 

1201 W. Walnut, Jacksonville, IL 62650 

Payment Accepted 

Cash, Mastercard or Visa 

A/o Personal Checks 

Hay/Machinery Storage 
40’x 72’x 14’ $16,529 

(Front sidewall opens for access) 

Includes— 

• Three 24’ bays on open sidewall 

K 
Liberty Building Systems 

877-505-4596 • Fax 901-327-1341 

libertybuildings.com 

Liberty is a part of BlueScope Steel— 
the largest network of steel building manufacturers in North America. 

Liberty 
sim: BUILDING SYSTEMS 

A BlueScope Steel Company 

Picture shown is not to exact specifications. Building photo is representation only. 
Sales tax not included. Labor to erect buildings not included. All buildings FOB Selmer. 
IN. Local codes may affect price. Prices subject to change without notice. 

©2008 Liberty Building Systems, Inc.-A BlueScope Steel Company All rights reserved. 
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By Les O’Dell 

When it comes to high school mascots across Illinois, 
the names of sports teams range from the simple and 

natural to those with historical significance to others that 
seem to be, well, from Oz. 

Many Illinois high schools have adopted team names 
that we might think of as very traditional. Wildcats, 
Warriors, Bulldogs, Panthers and Eagles are among the 
most popular monikers across the state. But other teams 
take the field or court with names that are, to say the 
least, very unique. Take the Rochelle Hubs for example. 
According to Rochelle Township High School Special 
Projects Director Vicki Snyder Chura, the name comes 
from the community’s role as a transportation hub. 

“We’re located at the intersection of two major 
railroads, two state highways and two Interstate highways,” 
she says. 

Other team names came about simply from the 
community or high school name. Vandalia Community 
High School Principal Randy Protz says its team name, 
the Vandals, as well as the town’s name, comes from the 
Germanic-tribe ancestry of the founders of the Fayette 
County seat. Argo Community High School in Summit 
is naturally called 
the Argonauts. 
It makes perfect 
sense that Buf¬ 
falo Grove High 
School calls its 
teams, the Bison. 
The Farmers play 
for Farmington 
Central 
High School. 
Additionally, there 
are the Princeville 
Princes, the 
Springfield High 
School Senators, 
the Prophetstown Prophets and the Marcos of Polo 
Community High School. 

Some mascots earn their name simply by the nearby 

geography. 
A number of 
schools located along 
rivers use waterway-related identities. Cairo High School’s 
mascot name is the Pilots, the name often given to 
steamboat captains. Havana High School is home to the 
Ducks. Fulton High School is the Steamers, and Ottawa 
Township High School competes as the Pirates. 

Teams like the Kewanee Boilermakers earned their 
nicknames from local industry. The Morton Potters got 
their name from a local ceramic and pottery company. 
Galesburg became the Silver Streaks in honor of one of 
the first diesel locomotives to come through the railroad- 
centered city. Gillespie High School Principal Joe Tieman 
says the local labor force is honored by the title, Miners. 

“Most of our school district sits above former under¬ 
ground coal mines. At one time, mining was the number 
one employer for our residents,” he says. 

Local wildlife also is a source of team names. 
Kewanee’s Wethersfield High School is known as the 
Flying Geese and 
Hartsburg-Emden High 
School is home to the 
Stags, named for the 
large deer population 
in the area. 

Given the com¬ 
munity’s claim to 
be the Sweet Corn 
Capital of the World, 
Hoopeston Area High 
School’s teams have 
been known as the 
Cornjerkers since the 
early 1920s. The desig¬ 
nation harkens back to the name given to laborers who 
manually harvest or shuck corn in the field. 

Some schools used a local collegiate team as 
inspiration for their mascot name. University High School 
in Urbana goes by the name Illineks. 

Carbondale Community High School’s Rick Moss says 

Illinois 
Mascot Mania 

Lions and tigers and bears 
and ducks and midgets 
and pretzels. Oh my! 



he’s heard that his school became the Terriers as a result of 
Southern Illinois University. “They’re the Salukis,” Moss 
says, “So the high school wanted to be a smaller dog.” 

Two Fisher High School players each wore a rabbit’s 
foot on their basketball uniform belts during a 1933 
holiday tournament. A few games later, the good luck 
charms adorned every team member’s uniform. Ever since, 
the Fisher Bunnies have sported one of Illinois’ most 
unique mascot names. 

Canton sports historian Roy Hopper says for many 
years the high school’s teams were known as the Plowboys 
or the Purple and Old Gold. That is until a newspaper 
writer named James Murphy wrote about the “Little 
Giants” in a 1933 article. Murphy continued to use the 
new name through the 1930s until the previous names had 
faded from everyday usage. 

A reporter also is responsible for naming the team 
from Atwood-Hammond High School as the Rajahs. 
“For many years we had a very successful coach with the 
last name of Rogers,” says Principal Ed Coller. The writer 
wanted a way to refer to Rogers’ players, so he coined the 
name Rajahs. “He apparently liked the way it sounded,” 
Coller says. 

The Ironmen of Normal Community High School 
can trace their name back to a football team in the early 
twentieth century. According to Andrew Turner, current 
athletic director at NCHS, the team only had 11 players, 
forcing everyone to play both offense and defense. “They 
even had a pretty decent season, but had to play like 
Ironmen,” he says. 

One night after an 
unexpected road win at 
a much larger school, a 
home team fan yelled 
for the visiting Cobden 
players to “go back 
home, you 
appleknockers”, 
claims for¬ 
mer Cobden 
softball coach 
Josh Franklin. He says 
what was meant as a slur 
was embraced by the 
community. 

“We have a large 
number of orchards in our 
area,” he says, “and technically, an appleknocker is one 
who gets rid of the bad apples so that the healthy ones can 
thrive.” Ever since the taunt, teams from Cobden High 
School have been known as the Appleknockers. 

Sometimes the stories behind names develop lives 
of their own. Moss, who coached at Centralia for many 
years before moving to Carbondale, says there are several 
legends about how the Orphans got their name. One 
story is that during Centralia’s trip to the state basketball 
tournament in the early 1940s, the team’s uniforms and 

equipment turned up missing from the gymnasium’s locker 
room. Coach Arthur Trout resorted to calling other area 
coaches to borrow uniforms. Dressed in a variety of colors 
and described as looking like a bunch of orphans, the team 
went on to win the state title. Another explanation is that 
Coach Trout, a very frugal man, had players select their 
uniforms from a stack of shorts and jerseys left over from 
past years, often leading to teams taking the floor in mis¬ 
matched uniforms. Yet another story relates that Coach 
Trout was a big fan of D. W. Griffith’s epic film about the 
French Revolution, Orphans of the Storm, and he used 
the silent movie to motivate his players. 

In many cases, today’s Illinois high school mas¬ 
cot names represent an area’s rich heritage. Players for 
Teutopolis High School are known as the Wooden Shoes, 
which recognizes the German heritage of the community 
and honors Teutopolis pioneer George Deyman who 
carved wooden shoes for a living. 

The city of Freeport was founded by German 
immigrants with a love of pretzels. Eventually that snack 
food adoration led to the construction of a pretzel factory 
in the community and the adoption of the name Pretzels 
for all of the high school’s athletic teams. It’s a name so 
unique that it is believed that only one other high school 
in the nation uses the same mascot — and that high 
school is just 200 miles to the south: New Berlin High 
School. According to the NBHS website, many people 
believe that the name comes from a district basketball 
game played in the 1930s. The story is that during the 
second half of a game that wasn’t even close, New Berlin 
players on the bench began taking left-over pretzels (the 
half-time snack) and tossing them at one another. Not 
long after a newspaper reporter dubbed the team “Pretzel- 
Throwers” the name was shortened to just Pretzels. 

“Our name came about as an insult,” Franklin says of 
the Cobden nickname, “but now we’re all very proud to be 
Appleknockers.” 

The same claim can be made by the Illinois Central 
Valley Grey Ghosts, the Freeburg Midgets, the Plano 
Reapers, the Fairfield Mules, the Hampshire Whip-Purs, 
the Effingham 
Flaming Hearts 
and many other 
Illinois high 
schools with 
uncommon 
mascots. More 
than just logos a 
nicknames, 
high school 
provide insight to 
history and heritage c 
their communities as 
as serve a source 
students, alumni and boosters. 
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FINEST COOKING 

19-inch pie shell »ithh# fluted 

2 t^teenap# Peeled and thinlv 

sliced 
1/4 C. sugar 

2 tsp. fl°ur . . 
1 tsr>. lemon juice 
1/4 tsp. pound cinnamon 
2 MOS, slightly beaten 
1 1/2 C. canned pumpkm 

1 C. evaporated milk 
1/2 C. sugar 

2 T melted butter Wtsp. ground cinnamon 

1/8 tsp. ground nutmeg 
1/4 tsp. salt 
1/2 C. dour 
5 T. sugar 
3 T. softened butter 
1/3 C. chopped walnuts 

w/. - * cinnamon in a medium 

, ? rsn flour, lemon juice and 1/A ^ ^ eVaporated milk, 
Toss apples with sugar, ^ ^ Next combme eggs^P ^ ^ .n a medium bowl- 
bowl. Pour mixture m ^P cinnamon, nutmeg Meanwhile, 

1/2 C. sugar 2 ^^''"'a plheated 375“ with a pastry . 
Pour over apple layer. and chopped w a n ^ with crumb topping 
combine flour, 5 T. sugarO^ butt ^ Q the oven spn^de a w,re rack 

Mender until crumbly. When pi^ or unnl custard is set. L. 

Gourmet Spinach Soup 

Melt the butter in a large saucepan. Slowly saute the mushrooms and scallions in butter until 
tender. Add flour and stir just until flour thickens, a couple of minutes. Whisk in the chicken 

broth, then milk, stirring until thickened. Add salt, pepper, nutmeg, cream cheese and Swiss 

cheese. Stir until melted, and then stir in spinach. Heat and stir very gently. Season to taste. 
Serve hot. Makes 4-6 servings. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 

5 T. unsalted butter Black pepper 
1/4 lb. fresh mushrooms, diced Ground nutmeg, opt. 
1 scallion, chopped 4-oz. cream cheese, cubed 
5 T. flour 1 C. Swiss cheese, grated 
2 C. chicken broth 3/4 lb. fresh spinach, washed, 
2 C. milk trimmed, cooked and chopped 
1/2 tsp. salt, opt. 

Who: First Lutheran Church of Paxtoi 
Cost: $10, plus $4 shippir 

Details: soft-backed, comb-bounl 
Pages of recipes: 26| 

Send checks to: Barbara Gillaspic 
304 Stockholm Road, Paxton, IL 6095] 

or call 217-379-3731 

Pumpkin Trifle 

1 (14-1/2-oz.) pkg. gingerbread 
cake mix 

1-1/4 C. water 

1 egg 
4 C. cold fat free milk 
4 pkg. (1-oz.) sugar free instant 

butterscotch pudding 
1 (15-oz.) can solid packed pumpkin 
1 tsp. ground cinnamon 
1/4 tsp. ground ginger 
1/4 tsp. nutmeg 
1/4 tsp. allspice 
1 (12-oz.) cm. reduced fat whipped 

topping, thawed 

In a mixing bowl, combine the cake mix, 

water and egg. Mix well. Pour into an 
8-inch square baking dish. Bake at 350° 
for 35-40 minutes or until a toothpick 

inserted near the center comes out clean. 
Cool for 10 minutes before removing from 
pan to a wire rack. When completely 

cooled, crumble cake. Reserve 1/4 C. 
crumbs for garnish. In another bowl, 
whisk milk and pudding together for 2 
minutes or until slightly thickened. Let 
stand for 2 minutes or until soft set. Stir 
in pumpkin and spices; mix well. In a trifle 
bowl, layer a fourth of the cake crumbs, 
half of the pumpkin mixture, a fourth of 
the cake crumbs and half of the whipped 
topping. Repeat layers. Garnish with re¬ 
served cake crumbs. Serve immediately or 

refrigerate. Makes 18 servings. 

Apricot Salad 

1 pkg. orange Jell-0 
1 C. boiling water 
1 C. apricot nectar 
3-oz. cream cheese 
9-oz. crushed pineapple 
1/4 C. chopped walnuts 

Dissolve Jell-0 in boiling water and add 

apricot nectar. Pour into a flat dish and 
chill until firm. Blend softened cream 

cheese with pineapple and spread over 
Jell-O. Sprinkle walnuts over the top and 
chill. Cut into squares and serve. 
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Camper's Delights 
Who: Camp Courage of Jacksonville, 111. 

Cost: $10, plus $3 shipping 
Details: soft-backed, comb-bound 

Pages of recipes: 151 
Send checks to: Ella White, 

1396 Orleans Road, Jacksonville, 1L 62650 
or call 217-243-1272. 
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Holiday Yam Bake 

jfW-oz.) can yams 

, »;Sorra^hedp‘n-PP'-nd 

j; light brown sujar 

3 J.'b,urter w mazarine, melted 
JJ chopped pecam ' meUed 

to C. miniature marshmallows 

Addmiceto"* ;t'rAering,U'“' 
and beat well SrTr ^ SU8ar and but- 

p—, c„at the i„ss:nn;fand 

casserole pan wirb nro •, quart 
P°nr mixture into theT"0 C?°l!ing sPraV' 
^forZOminT^^^and 

marshmallows and hot r Spnnkle »'ieh 
W minutes. Ser“18

a,Ceforanadd'«onal 

Hot Carmel Dip Layered Pecan Pie Layer Cookies 

1/2 C. margarine 
1 can eagle brand milk 
2 C. light brown sugar 
3/4 C. Karo syrup 
Pinch of salt 

Melt margarine in the microwave. Add the 
milk, brown sugar, syrup and salt; mix well. 
Heat until sugar is dissolved and mixture is 
creamy. Serve with sliced apples. 

l-(8-oz.) pkg. cream cheese at room 
temperature 

1 egg 
1/3 C. sugar 
1/2 tsp. vanilla 
1 9-inch unbaked pie crust 
1 C. pecan halves 
2 eggs 
1/4 C. sugar 
2/3 C. dark com syrup 
1/4 tsp. vanilla 

1 stick butter 
1-1/2 C. graham crackers, crushed 
1 can sweetened condensed milk 
8 Hershey bars 
1 C. coconut 
1 C. nuts, chopped 

Preheat oven to 350°. Melt butter in a 
9xl3-inch pan. Spread graham cracker 
crumbs over the butter evenly. Sprinkle 
coconut over crust, then sprinkle nuts 
over the coconut. Pour a can of sweetened 
condensed milk evenly over the top. Bake 
for 20 minutes. Take out of the oven and 
place Hershey bars on top and spread 
evenly as they melt. Let cool and set. 

L W V 
'jL f wm/Sm 1 
^ W' 

Beat cream cheese, 1 egg, 1/3 C. sugar 
and 1/2 tsp. vanilla together until creamy 
and smooth. Spread this mixture in the 
bottom of the pie shell. Spread the pecan 
halves over the cream cheese layer. Beat 

^ AJE W VBBKL 

2 eggs, 1/4 C. sugar, corn syrup and 1/4 
tsp. vanilla together. Spread evenly over 
pecans. Bake at 375° for 45 minutes. 

Visit www.id.CQap to see 
an archive of past 

lllinnis Country Living recipes. 
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Co-ops Leading the Way With Energy Solutions 

Golden Valley Electric Association, headquan 
tered in Fairbanks, Alaska, boasts the world’s 
largest energy storage unit - a massive battery 
array approximately the size of a soccer field. 
Developed to improve the reliability of service to 
cooperative members during power outages, the 
co-op’s Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) 
project came on-line in November 2003 and can 
provide 27 MW for 15 minutes or up to 40 MW 
for less time, if necessary. 

Technology has come a long way 
since electric co-ops first came on 

the scene more than 70 years ago. 
Radios and black and white television 
sets have been replaced with satellite 
dishes, high definition plasma flat 
screens, computers and iPods. All of 
these things contribute to a better 
quality of life but also lead to a higher 
demand for electricity. 

Research and demonstration 
of new technology can also help 
answer our energy needs. Electric 
cooperatives recognize the power 
of technology and remain on the 
cutting edge in energy research and 
development. The following are just 
a few examples of innovative energy 
projects at co-ops across the country. 

Wave energy is produced when 
electric generators are placed on 
the surface of the ocean. The rising 
and falling of the waves moves 
the buoy-like structure creating 
mechanical energy that’s converted 
into electricity. Scientists estimate 
that harnessing just 0.2 percent of the 
ocean’s untapped energy would supply 
enough power for the world. 

PNGC Power is taking advan¬ 
tage of this natural resource. Last 
year, the Portland, Ore.-based 
generation and transmission 
cooperative (G&T) serving 15 elec¬ 
tric distribution cooperatives in seven 
western states, signed an agreement 
with Ocean Power Technologies 
(OPT) to work cooperatively on the 
development of a wave energy park, 
initially generating a total of 2 MW 
of electric power. 

Electric cooperatives are also 
leaders when it comes to testing and 
deploying carbon capture and storage 
(CCS), a sophisticated, complex 
process that involves separating car¬ 
bon dioxide gas from power plant 
emissions. The collected gas is then 
compressed, pumped down into 
spent oil and natural gas wells, saline 
reservoirs, or inaccessible coal seams, 
and in theory entombed forever. 

Basin Electric Power 
Cooperative, a Bismarck, N.D.-based 

G&T that supplies wholesale 
power to 126 member co-ops 
in nine states, has emerged 
as a world leader in CCS. 
Basin Electric Power plans 
to become the first utility to 
add CCS technology to an 
existing coal-based power 
plant - its 900-MW, two-unit 
Antelope Valley Station, near 
Beulah, N.D. 

Kit Carson Electric 
Cooperative, a Taos, N.M.- 
based electric cooperative, 
recently unveiled plans for 
the Kit Carson 1.1 MW Solar 
Power Photovoltaic System 
at the University of New 
Mexico-Taos Klauer Campus. 
The system will be the largest 
deployment of its type in 
New Mexico to date. Solar 
photovoltaic systems convert 
the sun’s energy directly into 
electricity. 

Adams Electric 
Cooperative, in south-central 
Pennsylvania, has become the 
first utility in the United States 
to own and operate a plug-in 
hybrid electric bucket truck. 

“This is part of our 
goal of making Adams 
Electric a national leader 
in efficiency and environ¬ 
mental investment,” remarks Steve 
Rasmussen, CEO & general manager 
of the Gettysburg-based electric dis¬ 
tribution system. 

When parked at a job site, 
the PHEV’s batteries can run all 
of the hydraulic equipment as well 
as a climate control system in the 
cab for an entire workday without 
ever starting the engine, leading to 
reduced noise and no emissions. At 
night, the truck plugs into a three- 
phase 240-V outlet so the batteries 
can charge up during off-peak hours. 
Adams Electric anticipates the PHEV 
will consume about half as much fuel 
as a conventional line truck. 

Advancements in battery tech¬ 
nology and energy storage have the 

potential to increase power generation 
in two ways: stored electricity could 
be tapped during periods of peak 
consumption when power plants are 
running at full capacity; and renewable 
energy systems, like solar and wind, 
could become a more reliable resource 
with the addition of battery storage. 

In addition to integrity, 
accountability and commitment to 
community - innovation is one of 
the Touchstone Energy cooperatives 
values. Co-ops, both here in Illinois 
and across the country, are walking 
the talk and working on answers to 
our energy issues in innovative ways. 

By Jennifer Taylor, a writer of consumer 
and cooperative affairs for the National 
Rural Electric Cooperative Association. 
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MARKETPUCE 

Sarasota Condo Rental: 2 months 
minimum, newly furnished, 
2BR/2BA/WD/Pool. No pets, 
No smoking. Near beaches. Call 
217'868'2237. 

Wanted to buy: Standing timber. All 
species. Pay top price. Clear or select 
cut. Call 815-434-4141. 

Filter Queen/Defender sales, service 
and supplies. For free information, 
call 800'753'5401, 618-948-2874 or 
write She-N-I, Inc. RR1, Allendale, 
IL 62410. 

Insulation. 4x8 sheets, foil-backed 
foam. Also rolls of foil-bubble pak- 
insulation. All factory seconds. 
Contact Ken Nichols, 800-424-1256. 

Midwest Bird and Animal Swap & 
Sale, Nov. 30 at Monroe County 
Fairgrounds, Waterloo, IL from 5:30 
to Noon. 618-939-6809. 

41 white pine trees, delivered, planted, 
mulched. $64-50 per tree. Buy 10 get 
1 free. Call for other sizes, varieties or 
shades. Price may vary depending on 
geographical location. Call 217-886- 
2316. 

Fiberglass corrugated, 26-inch wide. 
8-10-12 foot long. 8 ft.-$5. 12 ft.-$8. 
Large supply, all colors. Dongola, IL. 
618-827-4737. 

Wanted to buy: sassafras leaves, 
Mullein, wild cherry, Sumac, 
Blackhaw, other barks. Ginseng, 
goldenseal, other roots, leaves, herbs. 
Pricelist. 618-282-3267 

Wanted to buy: Standing timber, most 
species. Pay top prices. Call 217-285- 
2760. 

POND & LAKE LINERS 
Custom Sizes • Reinforced Material 

$.39/SQ. FT. or Less 
• STRENGTH • 

• COMMITMENT • 

• GUARANTEED CONTAINMENT • 

Central Illinois Properties wanted: 
Horse farms, gas stations, motels, 
vineyards, Victorian and country 
homes, B&B’s, hunting or farm land 
and lake houses. We have buyers! 
Our #1 Web site averages 1,100,000 
visits monthly. United Country 
catalogs are viewed by millions and 
are in Chicagoland and expressway 
racks! 1100 nationwide ads including 
Wall Street Journal! Partners with 
Progressive Farmer and Ducks 
Unlimited. Our properties are 
seen by more people! Call Jerry 
Grodesky 217-386-4220. United 
Country Farm and Lake Houses 
www.FarmAndLakeHouses.com 

Guest House Vacation Rental. 
Elizabethtown, IL. 2BR, 2Bath. 
Overlooking Ohio River. Near 
Garden of the Gods/Shawnee Forest. 
www.Hardincountybluehouse.com 

Authorized Rainbow Distributor. 
Repairs, supplies and service. Living 
air purifiers. L&L Distributing, 116 S. 
VanBuren St., Newton, IL 62448. 
618-783-3755. 

Cabins in Shawnee Forest of Southern 
Illinois: Near Garden of Gods, Rim 
Rock, Pounds Hollow Lake. On 
scenic byway. Very nice, completely 
furnished cabins, pet-friendly. All 
sizes. Three nights for the price of 
two December, January, February. 
www.rimrocksdogwoodcabins.com. 
618-264-6036. 

$2000.00 of free food coupons for 
McDonald’s, Burger King, Taco Bell, 
KFC, Pizza Hut, Applebee’s, Hardee’s, 
Arby’s and many, many more! For 
more information, send S.A.S.E #10 
to: Donald Charles P.O. Box 265 
Dongola, IL 62926 

618-876-9118. 

Let the pros lease your hunting rights. 
Liability insurance provided. Call for 
a free landowner’s packet. 1-866-309- 
1507. BaseCampLeasing.com. 

Stay and Play in Southern Illinois’ 
Hardin County. Shawnee Forest, 
Ohio River, Garden of the Gods, 
Cave-in-Rock. www.hardincounty 
il.org. 618-287-4333. 

America’s Oldest & Largest Rare Breed Hatchery 
FREE COLOR CATALOG 

Over 140 varieties of Baby Chicks, Bantams, 
Turkeys, Guineas, Peafowl, Game Birds, 
Waterfowl. Also Eggs, Incubators, Books, 
Equipment and Medications. 

Call 1-800-456-3280 
(24 hours a day) 

Murray McMurray Hatchery, 
Cl 32, Webster City, Iowa 50595-0458 
Website: hltp://www.momurraytiatchery.com 

First Street Restaurant Equipment 
used sheers, tenderizers, grinders, 
meatsaws, ss sinks, tables. New and 
used cooking equipment, pottery 
wheels and kilns. 2615 So. First, 
Springfield, 217-522-3934, 217-971- 
8592. 

Walk-in Bath Tubs 
The Bath Tub with a Door! 

No more climbing over your old bath tub and risking a fall! 
Just Walk-In and Sit down, It’s That Easy! 

Comfort Plus Baths 1-888-322-2065 
Call NOW to schedule your FREE in-home evaluation. 

No Pressure, No Hassle, No Obligation 
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International Company looking for 
motivated individuals to be part of the 
next trillion $ industry. Product and 
business guarantee. 888'251-1538. 

Wanted to buy: Stamp collections 
and historical paper items (letters/ 
envelopes, advertising, documents, 
etc.) Call 618-992-0607 or 931-561- 
7167. 

My Tea Party, Train With No Name, 
kids personalized books, $1305. Read 
at www.nanaspersonalizedbooksfor 
kids.com or call 217-487-7790 for 
free catalog. 

For sale: Christmas tree baler, 
Christmas tree shaker wreath maker. 
Call: 618-557-3306. 

It’S planting time. We have white pine 
and Norway Spruce to plan as wind 
beak or privacy screen. Call John at 
TurfGreen. 217-793-1114. 

How to place an ad 

1) Type or print ad neatly. 

2) Count words. Cost is $30 for up to the first 20 words. $1.50 
each additional word. Ads with insufficient funds will not be 
printed. 

3) Prepayment is required. Include check or money order with ad 
for amount due. Also include address label from Illinois Country 
Living or other proof of Illinois electric cooperative member¬ 
ship. Only members of Illinois electric cooperatives may place 
Marketplace ads. 

4) Mail to: Illinois Marketplace, RO. Box 3787, Springfield, IL 
62708, by deadline. 

Deadlines: January issue - November 20; 
February issue - December 21. 

We reserve the right to reject any advertisement. Ads postmarked after 
the deadline will be placed in the next available issue. 

A-Vnjflyc vfTttitkz Tirxtei vftkt 

Day Camp 1 
Day Camp 2 S 36 00 

I & 3rd Grades I Alexander/Strator I $ ( 

Pattie/Pattle 
Schroeder 

Boyce 
Reynolds/Wrtghi 

$182.00 

$122.00 

Boyce/KIrk 

$226.00 
$226.00 

) during the Fall 2007 School Calendar year. 

I Lick Creek Lane • Chatham. IL 62629-8018 
e: (217) 529-2625 • www.lscacamp.org Welcome to 

YOllfCooperaH 

member 

Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives Associatioi 

Graphic 
ervices 

late Springiield Christian Assembly 

 iwrm>rmnt 

JrtafcKfCaMss 

ft 

The Graphic Services department serves 
more than just our members. For more 

than 40 years the AIEC has operated a print 
shop at our statewide office, and we’d love 
to add your organization to our long list of 
satisfied customers. 

Our dedicated employees take pride in 
creating the perfect custom products for a 
wide variety of customers. Personnel include a 
staff of editors, graphic artists and pressmen, 
who provide editing, design/layout, presswork 
and bindery, and all aspects of mailing your 
finished product. 

Our printing capabilities include one-color to 
full-color process. We can very competitively 
print letterhead, envelopes, business cards, 
newsletters, annual reports, brochures, bill 
stuffers and more while delivering high quality 
results. Our screen-printing operation can 
create decals and signs. We can also build and 

maintain Web sites. 

For more information or to request a bid, 
please contact: 

Angie Bingenheimer at 217- 241-7942 
abingenheimer@aiec.coop 

or 
Connie Newenham at 217-241-7943 

cnewenham @aiec. coop 
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MID-AMERICA 
Pole Barn Co. 
30 x 50 x 10 Galvalume 

$8,200.00 
Price includes material, delivery, 

construction, factory trusses, screws 
Open M - F 8 to 5 

1-866-456-0959 
Price is subject to change without notice 

40x50x 10 = $11,811.00 
40 x 60 x 12 = $13,106.00 
50x 100x 12 = $23,564.00 

60 x 80 x 14 = $23,738.00 CALL TODAY FOR 
100 x 150 x 14 (M-1) = $64,153.00 BUILDING QUOTE! 

ALL SIZES MINI-STORAGE! 

1-800-509-4949 
www.accessiblebuildings.com 

LOWEST COST 
Term Life Insurance 

Issue ages through 90 

AGE $100,000 $250,000 

45 9.63 17.33 
55 14.49 29.48 
65 29.70 67.50 

Rates figured on monthly cost for female non-tobacco users. 

ROBERT RAMLET 

(800) 933-6354 
TALIC FORM NO. 1-32207-198 

www.hatdyti9cifet.com 

Baf8s@hatdyt5eatef.com 

All stainless steel construction 
Heats home and household 
hot water 
10-year warranty 
Connects to your existing 
central duct 
or hydronic system 
Standard with bronze 
circulator pump and automatic 
draft combustion 
blower, and grates 
Units from 100,000 to 250,000 
BTU’s output 
Financing Available (naw) 
Dealer Inquiries Welcome 

Hardy Manufacturing 
Company, Inc. 

12345 Road 505 
PHILADELPHIA. MS 30350 

(1-800-542-7395) 

“The Original” 
OUTSIDE 

WOODBURNING 

FURNACE 
''Since 1976“ 

Design your own 
floorplan at no 

charge! 

Visit our website at: 
designhomes.com 

mi 
New Larger Delivery Areal). 

Open Mon-Fri 9-5 pm, 
Sat 9-4 pm, Sun 1-4 pm 

1-800-627-9443 
Corporate Office: 

Prairie du Chien, Wl 53821 1-608-326-6041 (19 Models) 
2700 SE 16th St., AmesJA 50010 1-515-233-9617 (7 Models) 

2570 Barnette Ave. Salix, IA 1-712-946-7000 (11 Models) 
7101 Hwy 61 S„ Burlington, IA 52601 319-754-6100 (11 Models) 

3181 Joliet Ave., Missouri Valley, IA 51555 (5 Models) 
1180 E. Price St., Eldridge, IA 52748 (8 Models) 

Your Benefits with Hydro-Sil: 
■ Zone controlled heoting cost with Hydro-Sil 
■ No service contracts. Lifetime warranty. 
■ Safe, complete peace of mind 
■ Clean, no fumes, environmentally safe 
■ U.L. listed 
■ No furnaces, ducts, or chimneys 

Preassembied — ready to use 
Portable (l 10V) or permanent (220V) 
Whole house heating or single room 

Hydro-Sil is a high performance individual 

room heating system that allows you to control 

your home heating cost by replacing old 

and inefficient heating. It can replace or 

supplement your electric heat, gas or oil 

furnace and woodstoves. 

A one-time purchase that will last a lifetime: 

inside the heater is a sealed copper chamber 

filled with a harmless silicone fluid designed 

for heat retention qualities. The fluid is quickly 

heated by a varying amount of micro-managed 

proportional power. This exclusive technology 

greatly increases energy efficiencies. 

Check ■ MasterCard ■ Visa ■ Discover 

1-800-627-9276 
www.hydrosil.com 

220 VOLT 
PERMANENT 

Approx. Area 
to Heat 

Discount 
Price S&H Qty. 

8’ 2000 w 250-300 sf $319 $25 

6’1500 w 180-250 sf $289 $25 

5’ 1250 w 130-180 sf $259 $25 

4’ 1000 w 100-130 sf $239 $18 

3’ 750 w 75-100 sf $189 $18 

2’ 500 w 50-75 sf $169 $18 

Thermostats - Call for options & exact heater needed. 

110 VOLT PORTABLES 
(Thermostot included.) 

Discount 
Price 

S&H Qty. 

5' Hydro-Max 750-1500 w $229 $25 

3’750 w-Silicone $179 $18 

Heavy-Duty 240v $329 $25 

Total Amount 

Name  

Address^ 

City  

Zip  Phone 

MasterCard, Visa or Discover Account Information: 

Acct #  

Hydro-Sil, P.0. Box 662, Fort Mill, SC 29715 Expiration Date_ 

Never hove to buy fuel — oil, gas, kerosene, wood — ever again! 



FUTURE STEEL BUILDINGS 
Do-It-Yourself Steel Buildings 

Ideal For: 

• Recreational Use 
• Boat Storage 
• Bunkie 
• Equipment Storage 
• Garage/Shop 
• PWC/Snowmobile 

130-year perforation warranty 
1 Full technical support from start to finish 
’ Fully customized to meet your needs 
1 Factory-direct savings 

Our building consultants are ready to take your call 

tmes-siiif 
Farm • Industrial • Commercial 

25 Year Warranty on Roof & Walls; 
Prices F.O.B. Mfg. Plants; 
Seal Stamped Blue Prints; 
Easy Bolt Together Design, 

PRICES INCLUDE COLOR SIDES 

30’ X 50’ x 10’ $9,948 
40’ x 60’ X 12’ $13,960 
60’X 100’x 12’ $28,437 
80’ x 100’ X 14’ $39,690 
100’ X 150’ x 14’ $77,548 (Local codes may affect prices) 

& GALVALUME ROOF 

Arena Special 
(roof & frame) 

100’x 100’x 14’...$42,955 

VISIT 

OUR 

WEBSITE 

VISIT 

OUR 

WEBSITE 

STEEL BUILDING SYSTEMS 
Fax: 940-484-6746 email: info@rhinobldg.com 

Website: http://www.RHINOBLDG.COM 

Toll Free 1-888-320-7466 

Rural Electric Expertise Wanted 
for FEMA Assignments! 

Join Hanson Professional 
Services Inc.'s team, completing 

damage assessments alter 
natural disasters for temporary 

FEMA assignments. 

Previous work history should 
include electrical distribution 
experience in engineering or 

design as a technician, lineman 
or related position. 

Additionally, applicant must: 

• be U.S. citizen with valid 

U.S, driver’s license, 
• be able to travel/mobilize 

on short notice, 

• pass a background check, 
• and be computer-literate. 

2 SEAT BIKE 
DRIVES LIKE A CAR 
• Easy to Pedal 
• Multi-Speed 
• 1, 2 & 4 Seaters 
• Optional Electric 

1-800-974-6233 Ext. 9986 • www.4wc.com/9986 

RIIOADE/ CAR ^ept: 9986 * 12^Rhoacles Lane 
Hendersonville, Tennessee 37075 

/^WARH/TFRIENDLY^ SANGAMON 
V FLOORS RADIANT 
^uponoTx uponor aqua pex tubing products 

for agricultural, commercial shoo 
floors and homes 

(217)971-8592 FAX (217)483-7973 • Evening (217)483-3223 
John D. McMillan - Owner 

CLASSIC 
Outdoor Wood Furnace 

100% thermostatically controlled. 

There is no safer, more convenient way to heat with wood. 

Heat entire home, pools, hot tubs and domestic water. 

Exclusive Ripple Top®, HeatLock Baffle® Firebox 

Design for maximum efficiency. 

Easily adapt to new or existing heating systems. 

Options for Dual Fuel Ready models: 
LP, NG or Fuel Oil Burner. 

Find your nearest dealer at 

centralboiler.com 
800-248-4681 

Dealerships available in select areas. 

Unsecured installment loans provided by EnerBank USA (1245 E. Brickyard Rd„ Suite 640, Salt Lake City, UT 84106) to homeowners who meet bank’s 

, qualifications. ©2008 Central Boiler ad5065  

We understand 
farming. 

That’s why Farm Credit Services 

serves the agriculture com¬ 

munity so well with specialized 

products that are important to you: 

• Crop Insurance 
• Real Estate Loans 
• Machinery Loans 
• Operating Loans 

Become part of the Farm Credit 

Services family today. Whether 

we’re in the fields with you, or in 

the office for you — 

farming is our life too! 

Call 877.327.6345 
to find a branch near you. 

Farm Credit Services 
OF I L L I M 0 I S "We Understand* 

Serving Illinois’ 60 southern counties 



DATEBOOK DECEMB 

1 P Christmas in the Heart of 
Charleston at the Historic Downtown 
Charleston Courthouse Square. A cel¬ 
ebration of the old-fashioned Christmas 
on Charleston’s historic downtown 
square. Holiday parade, carriage rides, 
live reindeer, refreshments, entertain¬ 
ment and Santa! 217-348-0430 or 
www.charlestontourism.org. 

5 v Come Home for Christmas 
Holiday Celebration in Downtown 
Clinton. Events include a free wine and 
cheese sampling, extended shopping 
hours, free carriage rides, holiday 
carolers and more! 217-935-3364. 

5, 1 2 and 1 9, Holly 
Jolly Jasper County Christmas 
on the square in Newton. A Christmas 
celebration to honor Jasper County-born 
Burl Ives. Shops will stay open later, 
Santa and characters from the cartoon 
“Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer” will 
visit with families on the square Friday 
nights during the celebration. Entertain¬ 
ment provided by local churches and 
clubs, horse and buggy rides, free weekly 
giveaways and more, www.newtonilli- 
nois.com. 

5-69 Star Light, 
Star Bright; Stock- 
ton Christmas 
Walk in Stockton. 
Themed decorations, 
Christmas tree light¬ 
ing on Friday night, 
caroling, bell ringers, 
horse-drawn wagon 
rides, a visit with Santa 
and Mrs. Claus, refresh¬ 
ments and shopping 
specials. 815-947-2878 
or www.stocktonil.com. 

5-69 The 12th Annual Taking 
Tea in Taylorville. This event is noted 
for its opulent table settings and delicious 
sweets! Each guest will enjoy the lavish 
menu that evokes tearoom recipes from 
around the world, as well as a glittery 
vintage fashion show, collectible event 
cookbook and door prizes. Call for ticket 
prices and reservations. 217-824'9447. 

5-69 Glaze and Graze workshop at the Artists’ Annex and The Great 
Galena Cookery in Galena. A two-evening workshop glazing a dinnerware set, 
preparing a gourmet meal and dining on your newly created dishes. The theme is 
Holiday Appetizer Buffet. Reservations required. 815-777-0354, 815-777-1556 or 
www.galenapeddlery.com. 

6-69 Christmas in Virginia. 
Friday: 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. and Saturday: 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Activities Friday - 
indoor craft and food vendors, musical 
entertainment, a cookie walk, a silent 
auction and more. Activities Saturday - 
children can make ornaments in the 
library and enjoy the Santa parade to 
Log Cabins at 9:45 a.m. 217-452-7786 
or cityofva@casscomm.com. 

5-69 Christmas Drive Thru 
2008 in Effingham. 6-9 p.m. The 
“Drive Thru” will depict the life of 
Christ from His birth to His resurrection 
and concluding with an Angel Choir. 
There will be five scenes, one of which 
will include a Live Nativity. Free. 
217-342-6770. 

5-79 Annual Christmas Mar¬ 
ket in Downtown Carlinville. Central 
Illinois’ most festive holiday celebration 
features fine arts and crafts, entertain¬ 
ment, shopping and more. Make your 
way through the large tents with artisans 
and food vendors. Enjoy a horse-drawn 
carriage ride, tours of historic sites and 
more! Trolley available. 217-854-3552 
or www.carlinvillechristmasmarket.com. 

5-3 1 9 East Peoria Festival 
of Lights. One of the largest lighted 
nighttime festivals in the nation. 309- 
698-5437 or www.cityofeastpeoria.com. 

69 Christmas Walk and Tour 
of Homes in Mt. Carroll. Merchants 
ring in the festive holiday season. Enjoy 
pictures with Santa, stories with Father 
Christmas, caroling, horse-drawn wagon 
rides, refreshments, special Christmas 
sales, lunch at Campbell Center and a 
grand tour of Homes, www.mtcarrollil.org, 
815-244-CALL (2255) or info@mtcar- 
rollil.org. 

69 Alton Symphony Orchestra - 
Holiday Concert at Lewis &. Clark 
Community College in Godfrey. A treat 
you won’t want to miss. The concert 
will feature an array of holiday season 
favorites, featuring pianist Lewis Black. 
618-467-2326. 

Visit our Web site, 
www.icl.coop. 
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To be considered for inclusion, please submit events in the fonnat used above. Preference is given to events sponsored by non-profit 
entities. Submitting an event is not a guarantee of publication. Photos are welcome, but will not be returned unless a self-addressed 
and stamped envelope is provided. Events are subject to change, so please contact the event sponsor for confirmation. 

Deadlines: October 15 for January Events, November 15 for February Events Mail to: Illinois Datebook, PO Box 3787, Spring- 
field, IL 62708 E-mail to: cwagner@aiec.coop 

6* Holiday House Walk in 
Galena. Tour five privately owned 
homes beautifully decorated for the 
holiday season. Tickets available at the 
Property Owners’ Club. Light Holiday 
refreshments. Raffle. 815'777-2000 or 
www.thegalenaterritory.com. 

6, Red Hill Winter Craft Show 
at the Lawrence County 4-H Center in 
Sumner. 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. More than 70 
crafters will show their creations and 
home cooked food will be available. 618- 
943-5018 or www.lawrencecountyfair.org. 

6-7* Christmas Trees at 
Dr. Wright’s House in Alta- 
mont. Walk through the 18-room 
historic Dr. Charles M. Wright 
house and view a Christmas tree 
in each room. Trees provided by 
Altamont Chamber of Commerce 
businesses. Musicians and choirs 
sharing Christmas music enhance 
the holiday setting. The 1889 home 
is listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places. 1-4 p.m. Adults $6, 
students $1. 618-483-6397 or 
www.wrightmansion.org. 

6® The 27 th Annual Mistletoe 
Ball: A Victorian Dinner and 
Dance at Turner Hall in Galena. A 
resplendent holiday feast and dancing to 
an 11-piece orchestra. Period dress and 
holiday attire both appropriate. 815-777- 
9129 or www.galenahistorymuseum.org. 

Andover Christmas Walk. 
Andover Lake Park will glow with 
decorations. Stroll on walkways marked 
by luminaries or ride in a horse-drawn 
wagon. See Santa and have a barbecue 
supper at the American Legion Building 
with carolers singing. Visit candle-lit 
Jenny Lind Chapel. 309-476-8228. 

6-7P Chocolate Weekend in 
Downtown Sycamore. Spend a nostalgic 
weekend holiday shopping through the 
quaint shops in downtown Sycamore. 
Enjoy complimentary chocolate and 
other holiday specialties courtesy of Dis¬ 
cover Sycamore. Come experience Syca¬ 
more and find out how sweet a small 
town can be. 815-895-3456 or www. 
sycamorechamber.com. 

1 ©-2 1 f Snowbiz: A Cool 
Yule at Turner Hall in Galena. A 
spectacular Christmas variety show. A 
veritable parade of Kringleistas with in¬ 
credible vocals and an outstanding six- 
piece orchestra. Fried Green Tomatoes 
caters this fun-filled event with reserved 
table seating on the main floor and gen¬ 
eral admission in the balcony. Reserva¬ 
tions required. 815-777-3938 or www. 
mistletones.biz. 

209 Christmas at the Mansions 
in Bloomington/Normal. 4-9 p.m. An 
evening tour of three historic houses; 
the Vrooman Mansion, the Broadview 
Mansion (Immanuel Bible Foundation) 
and the David Davis Mansion. An ex¬ 
citing addition to the tour this year will 
be a “mystery mansion,” with historic 
ties to the community. 309-828-1084. 

21 f Reindeer Encounters 
at Miller Park Zoo in Bloomington. 
2 p.m. Come visit “Rika” and “Ealu“ - 
Miller Park Zoo’s reindeer. They will be 
available for visitors to see all through 
their favorite holiday season, Christ¬ 
mas. www.millerparkzoo.org. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 
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llllllt JUST GOT THE 

UTILITY BILL 
Many smart homeowners no longer dread receiving their monthly utility bills. That s 
because they made the switch to geothermal heating and cooling technology. In 
fact, many geothermal system owners see savings up to 70% on their utility bills 
compared to ordinary furnaces and air conditioners— with exceptional comfort. And 

with the costs of electric, natural gas and propane skyrocketing, it’s a smart decision 
now and for years to come. So relax, and take control over those utility bills. For more 
information, contact your local WaterFurnace dealer today or call (800) GEO-SAVE. 

YOUR LOCAL WATERFURNACE DEALERS 

Anna Decatur Mt. Vernon 

Hartline Htg. & Clg. Design-Air Htg. & Clg. Holloway Htg. & Clg. 

618-833-6802 217-429-1105 • 800-452-7845 618-242-5481 

Belleville Delavan Murphysboro 

Bel-0 Sales & Service, Inc. Jeckel Plumbing & Htg. William’s A/C & Htg. 

618-235-6626 309-244-8265 618-684-HEAT 

Sigman Htg. & A/C, Inc. Effingham Pana 

618-234-4343 Jansen’s Htg. & A/C Macari Service Center 

Bloomington 217-347-5223 217-562-3631 

Wm. Masters, Inc. Flora Paxton 

309-662-8481 Electro-Electric Houston Plumbing 

Brighton 
618-662-4520 800-379-2165 

Den-Son Inc. Htg. & Clg. Forrest Peru 

618-372-8375 Kupferschmid, Inc. Pro’s Htg. & Clg. 

Canton 
815-657-8147 815-223-0715 

Easley Mechanical Gibson City Petersburg 

309-647-3450 Houston Plumbing Collins Plumbing & Htg. 

Charleston 
800-379-2165 217-632-3670 

LD Mechanical Contractors, Inc. Goodfield Pittsfield 

217-345-9633 Hinrichsen Peters Htg. & A/C, Inc. 

Cissna Park 
309-965-2604 217-285-1600 

Boyce Electric Harrisburg Pontiac 

815-457-2700 William’s A/C & Htg. Kupferschmid, Inc. 

L & R Heating and Cooling 
618-864-3606 815-842-3812 

815-457-2097 Lawrenceville Quincy 
Tracy Electric Peters Htg. & A/C, Inc. 

Cobden 
Davis Heating and Cooling 

618-943-2243 217-222-1368 

618-893-2821 Lincoln Red Bud 
Albert Service Htg. & A/C De Rousse Htg. & A/C, Inc. 

Collinsville 
Bel-O Sales & Service, Inc. 

217-735-9990 618-282-2224 

618-344-3434 Litchfield Salem 
Snell’s Plumbing & Htg. Booher Tin Shop 

Columbia 
Bel-O Sales & Service, Inc. 

217-324-4560 618-548-1295 

618-281-8118 Macomb Shelbyville 
Arnold Brothers Htg. & Clg. Macari Service Center 

Damiansville 
Toennies Service Co. 

309-833-2852 217-774-4214 

618-248-5130 Marion Springfield 
D & C Sheetmetal Collins Plumbing & Htg. 
618-997-6577 217-793-8031 

Steelville 
William’s Fleat & Air 
618-965-2040 

Sullivan 
Rowland Plumbing & Htg. 
217-728-8025 

Taylorville 
Yard Htg. & Clg. 
217-824-4737 

Thomasboro 
Hoveln Htg. & Clg. 
217-643-2125 

Tuscola 
Triangle Htg. & Clg. 
217-253-5400 

Vandalia 
Hunter Appliance Htg. & Clg. 
618-283-3224 

Vienna 
Hartline Htg. & Clg. 
618-833-6802 

Virden 
Snell’s Plumbing & Heating 
217-965-3911 

Waterloo 
DeRousse Htg. & A/C, Inc. 
618-282-2224 

Sigman Htg. & A/C, Inc. 
618-234-4343 

Toennies Service Co. 
618-248-5130 

Watseka 
R & M Electric 
815-432-4062 

§ ENVISION 
m 30 EER 5 COP' 

Smarter from the Ground Up’' 

visit us at waterfurnace.com \ (800) GEO-SAVE 
WaterFurnace is a registered trademark of WaterFurnace International. Inc. 

•Based uoon ARI13256-1 (GLHP - Part Load Ratings) 

WATERFURNACE ENERGY STAR RATED GEOTHERMAL SYSTEMS QUALIFY FOR THE NEW $2000 FEDERAL TAX CREDIT 



Introducing the world’s simplest cell phone experience — with service as low as $10 a month* 

It doesn’t play games, take pictures, 
NEW or give you the weather 

No 
Contract The Jitterbug developed with Samsung. 

It’s the cell phone that’s changing all the rules. 

For people like me, who want a cell phone that’s easy to use. Over the years, 

cell phones have become smaller and smaller with so many complicated features. 

They are harder to program and harder to use. But the Jitterbug® cell phone has 

simplified everything, so its not only easy to use, its easy to try. No crowded 
malls, no waiting in line, no confusing sales people, or complicated plans. 

Affordable and convenient cell phone service is only a toll-free phone call away. 

The new Jitterbug® cell phone makes calling simple! 
• Large, bright, easy to see display and buttons 

• Comes pre-programmed and ready to use right out of the box 

• No contract required 
• An operator is always available to help you, and will call you by name 

• Push “Yes” to call directly from your personal phone list 

• Soft ar cushion and louder volume for better sound quality 

• Separate Volume Up/Down button on cover of phone 

• Hearing aid compatible 
• Familiar dial tone confirms service (no other cell phone has this) 

• Service as low as $10 a month* 

• Access help wherever you go 

Available in a simple 

12-button Dial phone 

and an even simpler 

3-button OneTouch 

phone for easy access 

to the operator, the 

number of your 

choice, and 911. 

Why pay for minutes you'll never use! 

Simple Simple 
30 60 

Plan" Plan" 
Monthly Price $15.00 $20.00 

Included Minutes/Month 30 60 

Operator Assistance 24/7 24/7 

911 Access FREE FREE 
Long Distance Calls No add'l charge No add'l charge 

Nationwide Coveragen Yes Yes 

Trial Period 30 days 30 days 

12-button Dial Phone 
available in 

Graphite and White. 

Service as low as $10 a month and a friendly 30-day return policy**. If you’ve ever wanted 

the security and convenience of a cell phone, but never wanted the fancy features and minutes 

you dont need... Jitterbug® is for you. Like me, you’ll soon be telling your friends about 

Jitterbug®. Call now. 

jifterfmg brought to you JirstSTRWT 
J for Boomers and Beyond* 

_ 1998 Ruffin Mill Road 
Colonial Heights, VA 23834 

Jitterbug® Cell Phone Item# BU-4722 

Call now for our lowest price. 
Please mention promotional code 37091. 

I -888-676-0514 
www.jitterbugdirect.com 

IMPORTANT CONSUMER INFORMATION: Subject to Customer Agreement, select calling plans, and credit approval. Other charges and restrictions may apply. Screen images simnhred Coverage and service 

not available everywhere. Copyright © GreatCall, Inc. Jitterbug and GreatCall are trademarks of GreatCall, Inc. Samsung is a registered trademark of Samsung Electronics America, Inc and its related entities. *Not 

including government taxes, assessment surcharges, and set-up fee. **Applies to phone and monthly service charges only, provided call time usage is less than 30 minutes and phone is in like-new condidon. Usage 

charges may apply. tAll plans require the purchase of a Jitterbug phone. In addition, there is a one time set up fee of $35. ftjitterbug will work almost everywhere in the U.S. where cellular service is available from 

most of the major carriers. 
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