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JUST GOT THE 

UTILITY BILL 
Many smart homeowners no longer dread receiving their monthly utility bills. That's 
because they made the switch to geothermal heating and cooling technology. In 
fact, many geothermal system owners see savings up to 70% on their utility bills 
compared to ordinary furnaces and air conditioners— with exceptional comfort. And 
with the costs of electric, natural gas and propane skyrocketing, it’s a smart decision 
now and for years to come. So relax, and take control over those utility bills. For more 
information, contact your local WaterFurnace dealer today or call (800) GEO-SAVE. 

YOUR LOCAL WATERFURNACE DEALERS 

Anna Decatur Mt. Vernon Steelville 
Hartline Htg. & Clg. Design-Air Htg. & Clg. Holloway Htg. & Clg. William’s Heat & Air 
618-833-6802 217-429-1105 • 800-452-7845 618-242-5481 618-965-2040 

Belleville Delavan Murphysboro Sullivan 
Bel-O Sales & Service, Inc. Jeckel Plumbing & Htg. William’s A/C & Htg. Rowland Plumbing & Htg. 
618-235-6626 309-244-8265 618-684-HEAT 217-728-8025 

Sigman Htg. & A/C, Inc. Effingham Pana Taylorville 
618-234-4343 Jansen’s Htg. & A/C Macari Service Center Yard Htg. & Clg. 

Bloomington 217-347-5223 217-562-3631 217-824-4737 

Wm. Masters, Inc. Flora Paxton Thomasboro 
309-662-8481 Electro-Electric Houston Plumbing Hoveln Htg. & Clg. 

Brighton 618-662-4520 800-379-2165 217-643-2125 

Den-Son Inc. Htg. & Clg. Forrest Peru Tuscola 
618-372-8375 Kupferschmid, Inc. Pro’s Htg. & Clg. Triangle Htg. & Clg. 

Canton 815-657-8147 815-223-0715 217-253-5400 

Easley Mechanical Gibson City Petersburg Vandalia 
309-647-3450 Houston Plumbing Collins Plumbing & Htg. Hunter Appliance Htg. & Clg. 

Charleston 800-379-2165 217-632-3670 618-283-3224 

LD Mechanical Contractors, Inc. Goodfield Pittsfield Vienna 
217-345-9633 Hinrichsen Peters Htg. & A/C, Inc. Hartline Htg. & Clg. 

Cissna Park 309-965-2604 217-285-1600 618-833-6802 

Boyce Electric Harrisburg Pontiac Virden 
815-457-2700 William’s A/C & Htg. Kupferschmid, Inc. Snell's Plumbing & Heating 

L & R Heating and Cooling 618-864-3606 815-842-3812 217-965-3911 

815-457-2097 Lawrenceville Quincy Waterloo 

Cobden Tracy Electric Peters Htg. & A/C, Inc. DeRousse Htg. & A/C, Inc. 

Davis Heating and Cooling 618-943-2243 217-222-1368 618-282-2224 

618-893-2821 Lincoln Red Bud Sigman Htg. & A/C, Inc. 

Collinsville Albert Service Htg. & A/C De Rousse Htg. & A/C, Inc. 618-234-4343 

Bel-O Sales & Service, Inc. 217-735-9990 618-282-2224 
Toennies Service Co. 

618-344-3434 Litchfield Salem 618-248-5130 

Columbia Snell’s Plumbing & Htg. Booher Tin Shop Watseka 
Bel-O Sales & Service, Inc. 217-324-4560 618-548-1295 R & M Electric 
618-281-8118 

Damiansville 
Toennies Service Co. 
618-248-5130 

Macomb 
Arnold Brothers Htg. & Clg. 
309-833-2852 

Marion 
D & C Sheetmetal 
618-997-6577 

Shelbyville 
Macari Service Center 
217-774-4214 

Springfield 
Collins Plumbing & Htg. 
217-793-8031 

815-432-4062 

ENVISION 
30 EER 5 COP 

Sbfcsai 
Smarter from the Ground Up 

visit us at waterfurnace.com | (800) GEO-SAVE 
WaterFurnace is a registered trademark of WaterFurnace International, Inc. 
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FINDING FAMILY FUN CLOSE TO HOME 
From wineries and pumpkin patches 
to Christmas tree farms and pick-your- 
own orchards, it's the time of year 
when farmers put out the welcome 
mat for visitors of all ages to explore. 
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pn of more than 174.000. the magazine informs cooperative members about issues 

[feeling their electric cooperative and the quality of life in rural Illinois. 
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3 Cooperation Among Cooperatives 
In times of crisis cooperatives pull together 

"Just go to 
www.ourenergy.coop 
and you can help us 
start this dialogue 
with our leaders." 

Cooperatives across America celebrate the role, 
accomplishments and contributions of our 

nation’s cooperatives each October. The theme this 
year is “Stronger Together - Go.coop.” One of the 
principles of cooperatives is cooperation among 
cooperatives. It is that old-fashioned, neighbor 
helping neighbor principle that is a key ingredient 
in the success of every type of cooperative. 

The power of that principle was once again 
demonstrated in September when we activated 
our emergency work plan and Illinois electric 
cooperatives began sending personnel, trucks and 
other equipment from across the state to the Baton 
Rouge, La. area. Our sister cooperative members at 
Dixie Electric Membership Cooperative (DEMCO) 
were devastated by Hurricane Gustav. Everyone 
was without power. 

Seven other Louisiana electric cooperatives 
were affected by the hurricane and an estimated 
200,000 co-op members were without power at the 
peak of the outage. So far, cooperatives from 13 
states have sent help in what could be a six-week 
rebuilding effort. 

Another looming crisis where cooperatives 
across the country are cooperating is the energy 
crisis. Our future energy supply is one of the most 
important issues facing our country. If you watched 
the national Democratic and Republican conven¬ 

tions they addressed a lot 
of issues, but front and 
center is energy. Where 
are we going to get the 
supply? And how are we 
going to control costs? 

Renewable energy 
and energy conservation 
will be a big part of the 
energy platform presented 
by both parties. We 

already have an Illinois cooperative that has built 
its own wind turbine. Two more co-ops are in the 
process of building wind turbines. Some co-ops are 
buying wind energy from other wind farms. And 
one is planning to build the state’s first renewable 
energy biomass plant. 

You can have a role in helping cooperatives 
meet this energy crisis. If you’ve been to your 
co-op’s annual meeting this year you’ve heard 
your cooperative manager speak about what you 

can do. You can take small steps such as installing 
compact fluorescent light bulbs, or following 
your co-op’s energy efficiency advice that is often 
printed in this magazine each month. Small energy 
efficiency steps can really add up and be a part of 
the solution. 

Another part of this energy crisis is what is 
happening on Capitol Hill and the debate on 
energy legislation. This legislation may include 
an energy tax, either a carbon tax or a carbon cap 
and trade system. Either way, it is going to impact 
the cost of energy for you. But you can be a part 
of that debate through our national cooperative 
network’s Our Energy, Our Future e-mail 
campaign. 

The Our Energy, Our Future e-mail campaign 
asks three very basic questions of our leaders. 
Where is the energy supply going to come from in 
the future? Will you help us fund the technology 
we need to meet that demand? And finally what 
will this legislation cost? Just go to www.ourenergy. 
coop and you can help us start this dialogue with 
our leaders. 

Also, this is an election year and if you have a 
chance to be at a town hall meeting or a political 
rally and see your representative or senator, 
let them know about your concerns about the 
cost of energy. We need a balanced approach, a 
cooperative approach to controlling carbon emis¬ 
sions and the cost of energy. 

The answer to our energy crisis can’t stand on 
just one answer. It should be like a four-legged stool 
with a balanced approach that addresses climate 
concerns, the need for energy supply, increased 
energy efficiency and more energy research and 
development. 

With Cooperative Month in mind we are once 
again asking you to step up and be a part of the 
solution. Help us get our message out to our elected 
officials. Your voice can make a difference. There is 
no better time than now to talk to them about your 
concerns and our energy future. ■ 

N. Duane Noland is the President/CEO 
of the Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives, Springfield. He is a former 
state senator, active on his family farm 
near Blue Mound and a member of Shelby 
Electric Cooperative. 
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High Utility Bills Getting You Down? 
Let ClimateMaster Geothermal Heating and 

Cooling Systems Cure Your Pain 

Check out 
these advantages 

at Uses nature’s renewable energy 

at Save up to 70% on heating costs 

at Comfortable and quiet 

at Clean and safe - no carbon monoxide 

at Free hot water 

at Tax credits in 2006 

Contact your local dealer for more information 
Auburn, IL Carbondale, IL Elburn, IL Newark, IL 
Lonnie L Winn Heating Jacobs Air Conditioning J R Herra, Inc. Newark Mechanical 

& Cooling & Heating, Inc. 630-365-6266 815-695-1467 
217-438-1235 618-529-2989 Griggsville, IL Paxton, IL 
Bloomington, IL Champaign, IL Pike County Heating & Cooling L & R Heating & 
Pro-Air Lanz Heating & Cooling 217-833-2488 Cooling, Inc. 
309-452-3415 217-202-6858 Jacksonville, IL 217-379-3191 

Carbon Cliff, IL Dubuque, IA Brennan Sheet Metal Pekin, IL 
Swanson Mechanical All Season’s Heating 217-245-7181 Central Heating & A/C 
309-373-4773 & Cooling, Inc. 

563-582-2584 
Jerseyville, IL 
Vanausdoll Heating 

309-696-9080 

Sugar Grove, IL 
Effingham, IL & Cooling TRICO Mechanical 
Merz Heating & A/C 618-498-4349 630-466-3662 
217-342-2323 Marion, IL 

Ponder Service, Inc. 
Taylorville, IL 
Yard Heating & Cooling 

STEJr ^“1 
618-977-8900 217-824-4737 

CUMATMMA Villa Grove, IL 
R C Plumbing & Heating 

Quality Geothermal Heating, Cooling and Hot Water WWW.climatemaster.com 217-832-9744 



Illinois Co-op Linemen Lend a Hand in Lousiana Twelve Illinois electric cooperatives sent 
52 linemen in early September to repair 

the devastation left by Hurricane Gustav in 
Louisiana. Packing clothes, bottled water, 
their tools, wire splices and other line 
material, they headed for Dixie Electric 
Membership Corporation (DEMCO) in 
southeast Louisiana near Baton Rouge 
where every member of the co-op was with¬ 
out power after the hurricane winds blew 
through. 

DEMCO is a Touchstone Energy® 
electric cooperative providing electric ser¬ 
vice to more than 96,000 members. Seven 
other Louisiana electric cooperatives were 
affected by the hurricane and an estimated 
200,000 co-op members were without 
power at the peak of the outage. 

The Illinois co-op linemen joined 
roughly a thousand other co-op linemen 
from 13 states at the Louisiana co-op’s 
recently erected tent city. 

Mike Bergeaux, Director of Safety and Loss 
Control for the Association of Louisiana Electric 
Cooperatives, said Gustav, which hit almost 
three years to the day that Hurricane Katrina 
made landfall, had the highest sustained winds 
ever recorded in the area. The sustained winds 
of 61 mph and gusts of 91 mph eclipsed those of 
Hurricane Betsy that hit in 1965. Katrina hit the 
coastline harder with the most powerful storm 
surge, but Bergeaux says Gustav was more of a wind 
event that ripped through the middle of the state. 

This is not the first time Illinois cO'Op linemen have responded 
to the needs of electric cooperative members in other states. In 

2004, the cooperative sent men to assist with restoration efforts 
from Hurricane Ivan and in 2005, Hurricane Katrina. 

“We feel blessed once again to benefit from the 
willingness of other cooperatives to send help in 
our time of need,” said Randy Pierce, Executive 
Director of the Association of Louisiana Electric 
Cooperatives. “With the determination and exper¬ 
tise of our co-op personnel and of the skilled 
linemen who are here to help, we hope to restore 
power to our members as safely and expeditiously as 
possible.” 

Rick Policy, Emergency Work Plan 
Coordinator for the Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives, notified Illinois cooperatives the day 
after the hurricane hit that help would be needed. ■ 

U.S. Wind Power Capacity 
Exceeds 20,000 Megawatts The U.S. wind industry has doubled its generating 

capacity over the past two years, exceeding 20,000 
megawatts in installed capacity, according to the 
American Wind Energy Association (AWEA). 
The U.S. installed wind capacity is now at 20,152 
megawatts, producing enough electricity to serve 5.3 
million average U.S. homes. The industry hit the 
10,000-megawatt milestone in August 2006, just over 
two years ago, which means that the industry grew as 
much over the past two years as it did in the previous 
two-and-a-half decades. 

AWEA expects the total U.S. wind capacity to be 
more than 24,000 megawatts by yearend. However, the 
looming expiration of federal tax credits at the end of 
the year could cause the industry’s growth spurt to sput¬ 
ter in 2009. ■ 

SSmlK: 
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FlililiM 
October Temps Expected to be Slightly Above Normal 

T "he La Nina phase in the equatorial Pacific Ocean has 
come to an end, having lasted for almost a full year. 

Average October 
Heating Degree Days 

Sea-surface temperatures across 
the Equatorial Pacific have con¬ 
tinued to warm over the past 
couple months and now on 
average are running closer to 
normal. In fact, portions of 
the eastern Pacific are seeing 
sea-surface temperatures 
that are a little warmer than 
normal, which sometimes is an 
early indication of a developing 
El Nino. 

For now, the La N ina that 
began during the late summer 
of 2007 has transitioned to a 
more neutral phase. Looking 
back at past climate records 
reveals that during other years in which La Nina 
has weakened during the late summer into early fall 
(specifically 1986,1989, and 2006), October across Illinois 
tends to be somewhat warmer than normal. 

There are also some indications that the NAO (North 
Atlantic Oscillation) may be predominately positive 
during October, which would also support a milder 

October Temperature Outlook 

| Slightly Above Normal 

| Near Normal 

^Slightly Below Normal ejsweather.com 

^]400 HDD 

[]] 350 HDD 

300 HDD 

3] 250 HDD 

scenario. 

The Illinois map this month shows the average number 
of heating degree days across the state during October. 
Based on the slightly warmer than normal temperature 
forecast, actual heating degree days for this October are 
expected to be less than average by between 30 to 60 
degrees. This should also translate to lower energy usage 
with respect to heating and lower early season heating 
costs. ■ 

New Energy Education Council Web Site 
Provides Energy Saving Tools 

T: "he Energy Education 
Council is proud 

Energy Education Council Enhancing Liyas try Promoting Safa and Effictanl Uaa of Eiactrtcity 

ENERGY SOLUTIONS WORKSHOPS 200® - 

Early Bird Oaadlina Ext»nd*JI 

Learn about opportunJties to aava energy and tower coat 
through this (nfor?»ation-patkwd event! Offered Sn five 
region* of Illinois, topics include business, public and 
non-profit energy resources, top efficiency 

• 
w • 

• • ENERGY EFFICIENCY 
• • RESOURCE CENTER 

Connections Newsletter *3 Hot Off the Presses! 

(Ok* hem to reed morel > 

to present its newly 
designed EnergyEd Web 
site. Stop by to see all 
the valuable information 
from the previous site 
along with some great 
new tools. 

The home page 
offers eye-catching 
graphics and a simplified 
navigation format for 
ease of use. Web surfers 
can easily see the con¬ 
stantly updated headlines, and click on Efficiency, Safety, Renewables, and a 
brand new section called the Energy Efficiency Resource Center. 

You will notice two fantastic new sources of energy efficiency information, 
Energy Efficiency World from Culver Company, and The Power Bandit from 
Moore Syndication. These licensed content sites offer a wealth of universal 
efficiency information and fun and fact-filled games for kids and kids at heart. 

Go to www.EnergyEdCouncil.org. ■ 

Illinois Parks 
and Historic Sites 
Slated to Close Illinois Governor Rod Blagojevichs 

( I office announced layoffs of up to 
450 state employees and the closure 
of 25 historic sites and state parks. 
Fourteen state historic sites are 
scheduled to be closed October 1. 
Eleven state parks are slated for 
closure November 1. 

The closures are considered 
indefinite but will last at least 
through the end of the fiscal year, 
July 1, 2009. Each site will have one 
employee on site for security and 
maintenance. Once entrances to state 
parks are barred on November 1, the 
public will no longer be allowed to 
enter the sites. Any member of the 
public entering the closed state parks 
after November 1 could be arrested 
and charged with trespassing. ■ 
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Northern Illinois Electric Co-op Helps Restore 
Endangered Peregrine Falcon to Valley Dairyland Power Cooperative has played an instrumental role in restoring the once- 

endangered peregrine falcon to the Upper Mississippi River Valley. Dairyland Power, the 
generation and transmission cooperative serving Jo-Carroll Energy, has for the past decade 
helped hatch nearly 70 chicks at nesting stations the co-op erected near riverside power 
plants. 

The cooperative also recently helped fund a raptor education kiosk at a environmental 
education facility. The facility, called EcoPark, will replace a conventional zoo and house 
animals native to the upper reaches of North America in their natural habitats. 

In March of 1994, the first falcon nest box was installed at a port 450 feet up the stack 
at the co-op’s Alma Generating Station. 

It took some time for the falcons to set up house, but on Earth Day, 1997, a pair of per¬ 
egrine falcons were sighted in the nest box on the Alma Station stack. The two birds nest¬ 
ing in this box, named Alma and Nelson, produced three healthy offspring during 1997. 

The three chicks were brought carefully down from their home 450 feet up the stack to 
get U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service bands. This was a banner moment for the project, as it 
marked the first successful wild hatch of Peregrines in Western Wisconsin in 25 years. 

Peregrine falcons, the world’s fastest birds, can reach speeds of more than 200 mph in 
controlled dives. You can find out more by going to www.dairynet.com. ■ 

USDA Awards Funding to Renewable 
Energy Projects and Job Projects USDA 
Illinois Rural Development Director 
Doug Wilson announced $1.76 mil¬ 

lion in grants and loan guarantees 
for renewable energy systems or to 
improve energy efficiency in Illinois 
farm and business operations. 

“This kind of investment can 
have a considerable impact on the 
environment and profitability for 
agriculture and small business,” 
Wilson said. “It also has the poten¬ 
tial to improve the economy of rural 
Illinois and help us take advantage of 
our domestic energy resources.” 

The grants and loan guarantees 
are being awarded through USDA 
Rural Development’s Section 9006 
Renewable Energy Systems and 
Energy Efficiency Improvements 
program. The program provides 
financial assistance to agricultural 
producers and rural small businesses 
to support renewable energy projects 
across a wide range of technologies 
encompassing biomass (including 
anaerobic digesters), geothermal, 
hydrogen, solar and wind energy. 
It also provides support for energy 
efficiency improvements, helping 

recipients reduce energy consump¬ 
tion and improve operations. 

“We are funding 17 projects 
with nearly $1.8 million in grants 
and guaranteed loans,” Wilson 
said. Some of the projects included 
energy efficient grain dryers and 
irrigation and barn fans. Other 
projects include energy efficiency 
improvements, a geothermal system 
and a small wind turbine for rural 
small businesses. 

Two larger projects were funded. 
Adkins Energy, Inc., a corn ethanol 
refinery in Lena (Stephenson Co.), 
currently produces 45 million gallons 
of ethanol a year. The company will 
use $698,000 in loan and grant funds 
to further expand its value-added 
operation to produce biodiesel from 
corn oil. 

Adams Electric Cooperative, 
Camp Point, will use a $450,000 
grant to purchase and install a 900 
kW wind turbine. The turbine will 
generate environmentally friendly 
power to help serve its 8,400 mem¬ 
bers in Adams, Brown, Schuyler, 
McDonough, Hancock, Pike and 

Rural 
Development 

Committed to the future of rural communities. 

Fulton counties. The turbine will be 
built at a site in Brown County where 
some of the fastest wind speeds in the 
region are found. 

More information about the 
Renewable Energy and Energy 
Efficiency Program is available by 
contacting Rural Development 
Specialist Molly Hammond at 
(217) 403-6210 or by email at 
Molly.Hammond@il.usda.gov. 

USDA Rural Development also 
partners with electric co-ops to bring 
needed jobs and economic develop¬ 
ment to rural areas. For example, 
Eastern Mini Electric Cooperative in 
Paxton, has been selected to receive 
a $ 1,040,000 loan and grant com¬ 
bination to expand a nursing home 
in Gifford. This project is expected 
to create 10 new jobs and save 82 
existing jobs. 

More information on USDA Rural 
Development is available on the web 
at www.rurdev.usda.gov/il. ■ 
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Replace a Furnace 
or Air Conditioning Filter 

Do you check your fumace/air 
conditioner or heat pump’s filter 

each month? Probably not, but you 
should. Dirty air filters will reduce 
your fumace/air conditioner or heat 
pump’s efficiency levels more than 
you think, costing you more money. 
Chances are, you’ll need to replace 
your filter every other month, or even 
more often if you have multiple pets 
or smoke indoors. 

You’ll save more money in energy 
costs by replacing the filter as needed 
than trying to squeak by another 
month. Bottom line: Filters are cheap, 
change them often. Here’s how: 

1. Locate your filter. It could be in 
your furnace, between the air 
handler and return air duct, or 
possibly in your return air duct 
in the ceiling. Is it furry with 
dust bunnies? Then it needs to 
be changed. Be aware that some 
newer furnaces contain two filters, 
one serving as a backup. Make 
sure you locate the main filter on 
this type of system. 

2. Measure your filter carefully. They 
come in all different sizes that can 
vary as little as 1/8-inch. The size 
should be marked on the old filter. 

3. Determine which type of filter you 
need. Most filters are disposable 
while a few are reusable and will 
just need washing. Fiberglass or pa¬ 
per pleated disposable filters are the 
cheapest. Be careful when shop¬ 
ping for a new filter. If your system 
cannot handle the newer, allergen 
reducing, thicker filters, using one 
could reduce the airflow to your 

unit and cut efficiency. When you 
buy a new filter, get several so you 
have them on hand. 

4- Place the new filter in the unit 
exactly where you found the 

old. Now, don’t just forget about it. 
Check it every month. 

For more information, contact your lo¬ 
cal HVAC dealer or electric cooperative. 
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FINDING 

fAMUY 
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CLOSE TO HOME by Michelle McNeal 

This year, the Staleys have worked with EnerStar Electric Cooperative to make a com maze in the image of Willie Wiredhand 
and EnerStar’s 70th birthday logo. 

Pumpkin Works 
Open Sept. 13-Oct. 31. Hours 

vary. Visitwww.pumpkinworks.com 
or phone 21 7-275-3327 for more 
information. EnerStar Electric Co¬ 

operative Day is October 18. 

The heat of summer is over and crisp breezes 
hint at the cold winter winds just around 
the corner. Yes, it’s autumn, a favorite time 

of year for those who enjoy the brilliantly painted 
landscape, the scents of bonfires and baking apples, 
and the sounds of leaves crunching beneath their 
boots. And as farm stands, pick-your-own places 
and pumpkin patches open, it’s a great time for fam¬ 
ilies to explore the rich bounty Illinois farms offer. 
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It’s called agritourism - farmers who 
put out the welcome mat for adults 
and children to come and explore 
their farms. From wineries and pump¬ 
kin patches to Christmas tree farms 
and pick-your-own orchards, the va¬ 
riety of farms involved is great. More 
than just the products they produce, 
these farmers offer an experience to 
families that keep them returning year 
after year. 

A trip to the local pumpkin patch 
is, for many, as much a tradi¬ 
tion as cutting down a Christ¬ 
mas tree, but without the cold 
winter winds and the chaos of 
December. It’s not about buy¬ 
ing a pumpkin, something you 
could do at your local grocery 
store. It’s about the experi¬ 
ence. With hayrack rides, 
haunted houses and other 
activities, it’s often an entire 
day of entertainment for the 
whole family. 

Pumpkin Works in Paris, 
111. offers just that - entertain¬ 
ment - something they say is 
needed more and more in this 
age of higher stress levels. 

“We’ve found that in hard 
times people need a break 
from their worries. The 
years that we’ve had money 
crunches and after 9-11 hap¬ 
pened, we noticed that we 
provided a relief from the 
stress people felt and people 
need that kind of relief,” says 
Sherry Staley, who, along 
with her husband Paul, owns 

and operates Pumpkin Works. 
More than 40,000 visitors come to 

Sherry and Paul Staley’s farm each 
year, and the couple doesn’t expect 
attendance to decline this year - even 
in the face of higher gas prices and 
tighter family budgets. 

Others in the industry agree that 
small agritourism farms will see 
steady visitors. 

“I don’t see gas prices causing many 
people to eliminate the traditional 
trips to the local patch or apple or¬ 
chard,” says John Pike, Economic 

Development Educator with the Uni¬ 
versity of Illinois Extension. 

“Some people may choose to pa¬ 
tronize farms or wineries closer to 
home rather than traveling to more 
distant attractions of the same type.” 
He says that some local farms may 
benefit from reduced travel 
patterns because of the af¬ 
fordability of products and 
the family-oriented experi¬ 
ences they offer. 

“I think it’s safe to say that 
with a little planning, a trip 
to the pumpkin patch can be 
just as exciting for a family, 
and even more memorable, 
than a day at an amusement 
park or big league ball game - 
and at a fraction of the cost,” 
says Pike. 

Agritourism has contin¬ 
ued to grow in popularity the last 10 
years and more and more farms are 
finding ways to draw visitors. For 
some, creating an experience is a way 
to escape from the rat race and move 
into the country. 

“People move out here and buy five 
acres and grow something and want to 
market it. It’s not the roots of agricul¬ 

ture but they are producing something 
others can eat. It’s a new type of in¬ 
dustry,” says Ross Ament, President of 
the Agriculture and Tourism Partners 
of Illinois and Agritourism Consultant 
for Ament Associates. 

For most, like the Staleys, it’s a 

way to maintain their livelihood. 
The Staleys started Pumpkin Works 
16 years ago after they sold out of 
their hog business and Sherry, an art 
teacher, lost her job when the school’s 
art program was cut. They had grown 
pumpkins as fundraisers when their 
children were in school and even sold 
some in their front yard. Taking that 

"I think it's safe to say that with 
a little planning, a trip to the 
pumpkin patch can be just as 
exciting for a family, and even 
more memorable, than a day 
at an amusement park or big 
league ball game - and at a 

fraction of the cost." 

Involved in or interested in Agritourism? 
Jane Eckert works with farms on an individual basis to grow rev- 

I enue and sales based on her experiences with her farm and with 
| visiting other farms. She develops Web sites for farms as well. You 

can subscribe to her e-newsletter and learn more about Eckert Agri- 
f marketing at her Web site www.eckertagrimarketing.com. 

Ross Ament is President of the Agriculture and Tourism Partners of 
1 Illinois. He is also an agritourism consultant that works with farms 
I individually to help them grow their business. Learn more about him 
1 at www.amentassociates.com, by e-mailing ramentl @aol.com or by 

calling 630-466-8024. 
John Pike is an economic development educator with the Uni- 

j versity of Illinois Extension. He specializes in alternative agriculture 
[ enterprise development, value-added agriculture and agritourism. 
I Contact him by e-mail at jpike@illinois.edu or call 618-453-5563 
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Don’t be afraid to let this black cat cross your 

path. Behind it is 15--month'old Clayton, who 

found plenty of activities to keep he and his par¬ 

ents busy all day at Pumpkin Works. 

Want to Find a Pumpkin Patch or other 

Agritourism Experience Near You? 

web.extension.uiuc.edu/qqritourism/. Web site of the University 

of Illinois Extension listing strawberry patches, apple orchards, pumpkin 

patches and wineries as well as agritourism information and contacts. 

www.rurqlbountY.com A North American searchable database of 

retail based farm businesses from pick your own to lodging to all sorts of 

enterprises, products, animals and such. You can search by product, things 

to do, shopping and dining, lodging, farmers markets, wineries or farm 

name. The searches are detailed so you'll only find the information you're 

after. The site features an e-mail newsletter and event listings as well. "No 

other national database like this exists," says Eckert, creator of the site. 

"It will help people find places close to home, or if on vacation or visiting 

someone." 

www.qqfun.com. A Web site by the ATPI listing Illinois attractions, 

Christmas trees, farmers markets, orchards, u-picks, pumpkin patches and 

wineries by region. They also offer a visitors guide that you can get by visit¬ 

ing the site's contact page or calling 217-525-7980. "We are getting hits 

from all over the world. It's very popular. We can tell people where to go, 

what the hours are and what to expect," says Ament. 

experience to the next level and add¬ 

ing a maze and haunted house created 

a way for the Staleys to supplement 

their soybean, wheat and rye farming. 

“Soon, former colleagues of mine 

started asking about field trips,” 
Sherry says, and Pumpkin Works 

continued to grow. 

Ament says a great agritour¬ 

ism location offers visitors four 

things: education, entertain¬ 

ment, reality and, as Staley 

mentioned earlier, an escape. 

Small farms can educate visitors 

on how the product is grown, what 

makes up a good product and the 

ways in which it can be used. Experi¬ 

ences like pick-your-own farms or 

pumpkin patches can teach children 

how important agriculture is to our 

society. 

For example, the Staleys have 

added “The Old Manger Theatre” 

to teach about their products from 

planting to harvest; and through a 

partnership with EnerStar Electric 

Cooperative, they will have infor¬ 

mation on how rural electrification 

changed farm life 60 years ago. 

The farm has a unique tie-in with 

the co-op because Paul Staley’s grand¬ 

father, A.E. Staley, was President of 

the Farm Bureau in 1939 and presided 

over the meeting that set the creation 

of the electric cooperative in motion. 

“We try to be educational and good 

stewards of the land and we try to 

share that with others,” says Staley. 

Farmers are also able to inform 

customers about their safe farming 

practices. Jane Eckert of Eckert Agri- 

marketing says being able to meet 

the person who grows your food and 

ask them questions is a great value to 

buying locally. 

“People need to realize that we may 

need to pay more for food grown here 

rather than a tomato from Mexico but 

that our farming practices 

are safe and our farmers want 

to educate people on that,” 

Eckert says. 

Visitors are looking for 

entertainment and can find 

a large variety of activities 

throughout the state, from 

picking their own food and 

taking a hayrack ride to visiting a 

working winery or enjoying a music 

festival. With 10 mazes, a haunted 

dungeon, a discovery zone, a pumpkin 

sling shot, toddler activities, a nature 

preserve and three hayrides covering 

more than 250 acres, Pumpkin Works 

seeks to offer plenty of entertainment 

for all ages. 

With other pumpkin patches in 

the area, the Staleys found their niche 

in providing entertainment for older 

"Being able to meet the person who 

grows your food and ask them questions 

is a great value to buying locally." 
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Knowledgeable hayrack ride drivers at Pumpkin Works, Paris, 1L inform 

guests of surrounding vegetation and trees and tell stories to keep children 

and adults intrigued about their surroundings. 

children, teens and adults. “No one 
else was doing that. High school and 
college kids come over and over. Par¬ 
ents have thanked us for providing a 
safe place for teens,” says Sherry. 
Reality comes into play in this fall 
scene for those hosting an agritourism 
experience. Ament warns that small 
farms shouldn’t try to “be the Disney 
of the industry.” But you can’t just put 
up a sign at the end of the driveway ei¬ 
ther. There are a lot of issues that need 
to be considered, including safety. 

“Farming is a dangerous occupation 
and visitors will need to know where 
they can and can’t go. Some visitors 
who have never have been on a farm 
won’t know the hazards,” Ament says. 

Another factor to creating a suc¬ 
cessful business is to have something 
you can market easily. 

“Today, it seems like the oppor¬ 
tunities and ideas of agritourism are 
commonly considered and utilized 
by farms of all sizes,” says Pike. “This 
is very evident by the attendance at 

educational meetings offered by the 
University of Illinois Extension and 
by the calls 1 receive for information 
from around the state.” 

Pike says that most agritourism 
businesses start out as a farm produc¬ 
ing a product like pumpkins, fruits 
or vegetables. The tourism operation 
evolves as the farmer identifies they 
can add value to that product by in¬ 
corporating an “experience.” 

“Over time, the most successful 
businesses realize that they are in the 
tourism business as much as they are 
in the farming business,” he says. 

Ament says the key is to make it 
easy for people to find small farms and 
to make sure that farms join together 
to package their entertainment in 
a way that the tourism industry can 
market the experiences. 

The Agriculture and Tourism 
Partners of Illinois began six years 
ago to find a way to do just that, as 
well as to help develop agritourism. 
Through the partnership the Illinois 

Department of Agriculture, Illinois 
Bureau of Tourism, co-op extensions, 
local tourism bureaus and universities 
can work together for the local pro¬ 
ducers. Ament says that cooperative 
packaging could help some farms draw 
visitors from a greater distance. For 
example, a family who may not think 
it’s worth it to drive three hours to 
visit a u-pick strawberry field, might 
make that drive if they find a bed and 
breakfast, restaurant and winery lo¬ 
cated nearby. 

But whether you want to make a 
weekend trip out of it, or just an af¬ 
ternoon, you’ll likely find what you’re 
looking for not too far from your 
home. So, take a scenic drive to a lo¬ 
cal winery, or load the kids in the car 
and visit a pumpkin patch. Whatever 
you choose, you’ll likely find a new 
tradition to enjoy every autumn. - 
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Safety is a Life Skill 
4-H youth learn safety skills with each project 

"One theme you'll find 
throughout the 4-H 
program is safety." 

Each October, 4'H’ers across the nation celebrate 

National 4'H Week. This is about the same 

time that they choose new projects for the coming 

year, a common practice for more than 100 years 

in the 4-H program. The specific projects have 

changed as our society has changed. There are 

now projects in robotics, geospatial technology 

and biotechnology, as well as more traditional 

projects like leadership, animal science, foods and 

nutrition, and visual arts. 

4'H’ ’ers learn about these topics in a process 

called “experiential learning” - learning by doing. 

They get involved with a learning activity and 

then participate in discussions that help them 

understand not only what they have just learned, 

but how they can use the information or skill in 

other situations. This unique way of learning is how 

knowledge, attitudes and skills are gained in every 

4-H project. 

Another commonality among 4'H projects is 

that members gain life skills while learning about a 

specific subject. A 4'H’er may gain public speaking 

skills as she gives a demonstration about getting 

her dog ready for show. Another 4-H member may 

gain leadership skills as he chairs a committee 

to plan a behind the scenes tour of a restaurant 

for the members enrolled in foods and nutrition 

projects. 

One theme you’ll find throughout the 4-H 

program is safety. Almost all the projects have some 

safety component. Some of the safety 

lessons are about keeping the 4-H 

member safe and others have to do 

with safety procedures specific to the 

project area. 

Here are some examples. 

4'H’ers are taught safety as they 

work with animals, large and small. 

Learning to read a dog’s body language can tell 

you whether it’s safe to clip his toenails or whether 

you should get out of your car when a strange dog 

approaches. Besides safe handling of the animal 

to protect the youth working with that animal, 

4'H’ers learn about keeping their animals safe 

from disease and other environmental hazards. 

Participating in crops and horticulture projects 

require understanding the safe use of pesticides 

and other chemicals. 

4'H’ers enrolled in foods and nutrition projects 

use kitchen tools safely and learn how to keep the 

food safe to eat while preparing, serving, storing 

and reheating foods. Those involved with outdoor 

cooking add safely building and extinguishing a 

campfire to their safety skills. 

Besides learning safe practices for working 

with electricity, an electricity project member may 

learn how to test grounded outlets and make an 

electricity safety checklist for her home. One of the 

health projects includes making a first aid kit and 

practicing first aid skills. In the bicycle and horse 

projects, youth learn to use helmets and rules of 

sharing the road with motorists. 

Small engine members learn how to start a 

small engine safely, as well as removing, sharpening 

and replacing mower blades. There are lots of safety 

lessons in the tractor project. Youth identify safety 

precautions around augers and power take-off shafts 

as well as safety with flammable fuels. 

Projects are not the only part of 4-H that 

stresses safety. Adults and teens who want to 

volunteer to work directly with youth in the 4-H 

program must first pass several screenings. Their 

background is checked through Illinois Department 

of Children and Family Services, the Illinois State 

Police and through interviews with people who 

know the applicant well. Paid staff must also pass 

these screenings. 

Once volunteers have been accepted, they 

attend a series of orientations to learn about their 

roles as 4-H volunteers and are encouraged to 

develop risk management plans for every activity 

they plan for the youth in their group. They learn 

ways to reduce risks of the activities by providing 

plenty of adult supervision, checking for and 

removing hazards from facilities, having access to 

cell phones and first aid kits, and having emergency 

plans should such a need arise. 

Safety is important to any organization. 

Without utilizing safe practices, people, places 

and continuation of the organization can be in 

jeopardy. ■ 

Judith M. Taylor, Youth Development 
Educator, University of Illinois Extension, 
Springfield Center, 217-782-6515, or 
jmtaylor@uiuc.edu. 
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Medicare approved HMO, PRO, and PFFS plans available to anyone enrolled in both Part A and Part B of Medicare through age or disability. 
Enrollment period restrictions apply, call Plumana for details. 

M0006_GHA02XYRR 

No matter what the little things in your life may be, 
you owe it to yourself to see how Humana can help safeguard your health. 

Humana has been serving people just like you with Medicare for over 20 years, and currently 
provides coverage to more than 4.3 million people with Medicare across the country. 

Call us today to learn more about our Medicare Advantage plans. 

1-800-562-5006 •TTY: 1-877-833-4486 
8 a.m. to 8 p.m., seven days a week 

HUMANA. 
Guidance when you need it most 

-Medicare 
-Group Health 
-Individual health 
-Dental, Life, Vision 

It s the 
Little 
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Easy Steps for Fall Clean Up 
Grab the kids, a few tools, trash bags and cook some compost 

"What you put off today 
will come back to bite you 

next year, unless of course 
you plan on moving." 

Getting dirty is easy. Cleaning up is harder. Few 
people enjoy cleaning. It seems to take hours, 

while making the mess takes much less time. 
The same way applies to your yard and garden. 
Planting is nothing. Fertilizing and watering is 

hardly anything. It’s all the remnants of everything 
that nature did and we assisted that comes back to 
haunt us 10 fold. 

Leaves fall from the trees, usually in haphazard 
fashion except for the glorious ginkgo that drops 
everything within a week. Frost kills most of the 
garden plants, turning once upright leaves into 
mush, sort of like cooked spinach. 

Some gardeners tend to be procrastinators, 
putting off until spring what could be done now. Or 
should be done now. 

Our excuse is that we provide seeds for the 
migrating or remaining birds. We provide hiding 
places for the ladybugs that we prefer remain out¬ 
side instead of invading our homes. We mimic 
nature in allowing plants to decay right where they 
are, enriching the soil with organic matter. 

And there’s nothing worse than a snow- 
covered winter landscape that is flat. Leaving 
plants gives you some bumps and lumps in the yard 
that stimulates the brain into wondering just what 
was there last year. 

On the other hand debris left until spring 
provides ideal hideouts for over wintering insects 

and diseases that we really 
don’t want. Weeds can 
provide seeds for next year’s 
unwelcomed visitors. 

Furthermore, what 
you put off today will come 
back to bite you next year, 
unless of course you plan on 
moving. 

Start by getting every¬ 
thing together, which includes the rakes, pruners, 

saws, tarps, mower and kids. 
First, carefully remove the dead plants or 

plant parts. Encourage the children NOT to have 
throwing fights with rotten tomatoes and apples, 
though provide these words from a safe distance. 

Clear out the garden of the dead plants. Chop 
them in smaller pieces, or throw them in the 
middle of the yard where a sharp lawn mower can 
reduce them in size. 

If plants are heavy seed bearers, and you don’t 
want seeds everywhere, cut off the dead flowers and 
drop them in a sack. 

Leaves can be mowed to reduce in size and 
filter between grass blades. If you have too many 
to allow to decompose where they lie, mow them 
before bagging. The bags will be heavier, but you 
won’t need as many. 

If you’re out in the rural areas, you may just 
allow nature to blow the leaves to another location. 
That’s okay as long as the resting place isn’t a 
neighbor’s yard. 

Most of the garden debris can be composted, 
though if you don’t plan on turning your compost 
pile regularly, consider throwing diseased plants 
and parts into a garbage bag for disposal. Another 
alternative is to dig a hole and bury the diseased 
debris if practical. 

Some folks have the ability to burn yard waste 
without choking out their family, friends and 
neighbors. If you opt for that route, consider taking 
the ash and applying it to the yard and garden in a 
thin layer. Make sure you burn just plant material. 

For the rest of us, a compost pile makes the 
most sense, hut may be impractical if space is 
limited. If not, all the leaves and dead plants can 
turn into rich compost that’ll increase the organic 
matter content in our gardens in a year or two. 

If you really want compost hut not all the 
potential hassles, consider dumping everything in 
large black plastic bags, throwing in some soil, and 
wetting everything thoroughly. Trust me - it’s easier 
to wet everything AFTER you have moved the 
plastic bags to their resting place. 

Place the plastic bags behind the garage or shed, 
but where they’ll get the winter sunlight. If all goes 
well, by next spring lots of the leaves and debris will 
have been cooked by the winter sun and you should 
have quasi-compost. It’s better than nothing. 

And from experience, make sure the bags are 
marked with a big “Not Trash” sign. Otherwise, on 
trash day, they may be missing. ■ 

David Robson is an Extension Educator, 
Horticulture, at the Springfield Extension 
Center, University of Illinois Extension, 
P.0. Box 8199, Springfield, IL 62791. 
Telephone: 217-782-6515. 
E-mail: drobson@uiuc.edu. 
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MID-AMERICA 
Pole Barn Co. 
30 x 50 x 10 Galvalume 

$8,200.00 
Price includes material, delivery, 

construction, factory trusses, screws 
Open M - F 8 to 5 

1-866-456-0959 
Price is subject to change without notice 

LOWEST COST 
Term Life Insurance 

Issue ages through 90 

AGE $100,000 $250,000 
45 9.63 17.33 
55 14.49 29.48 
65 29.70 67.50 

Rates figured on monthly cost for female non-tobacco users. 

ROBERT RAMLET 

(800) 933-6354 
TALIC FORM NO. 1-32207-198 

Enjoy Radiant 
Soapstone Warmth 

5 reasons soapstone is better! 
• Soapstone holds twice as much heat as metal. 

• Soapstone heat is steady, even and comfortable. 

• Soapstone has a proven record of durability. 

• It has beautiful color, texture and marbling. 

• Variations in the stone make each stove unique. 

Plus, no power is required, so you can enjoy 

radiant warmth regardless of the weather! 

FREE COLOR CATALOC 
Name 

Address  

City/State/Zip_ 

Email  

Woodstock Soapstone Co., Inc 
66 Airpark Rd., Dept. 3229, West Lebanon, NH 03784 

www.woodstove.com 
1-888-664-8188 



Cozy Winter Floors 
How to warm your toes from the ground up 

mm 

Jt feels like fall has finally arrived. Just three days 
■ ago, as I write, it was 90 degrees in the afternoon 
with a low of 76 in the early morning. When I 
stepped outside to get the newspaper, barefooted, 
the cool porch floor felt good. I walked back into the 
house and the cool floor felt good. But this morning, 
the low was 46 chilly degrees and when I walked 
outside, again barefooted, the porch felt cold, but 
inside the floor felt nice and . 
warm. 

You see, “cool” and 
“warm” are often relative 
terms. A 70-degree floor 
temperature in the summer 
feels cool, but a 70-degree 
floor temperature in the 
winter feels warm. Basically, everyone likes cool 
floors in the summer and nice warm floors in the 
winter. 

I have never met a person who likes cold floors 
in the winter. Most of you would agree that it is dif¬ 
ficult to be comfortable at any location if your feet 
are cold. Since winter is just around the comer, let’s 
discuss how to keep your floors warm. 

I have a rule of thumb about the cold floor 
problem. If you are located north of Interstate 40 
(I’m talking about the entire route, which pretty 
much goes coast to coast), insulating floors or 

crawl spaces is important. 
There are, of course, a 
few exceptions, such as 
Gatlinburg, Tenn., which lies 
south of 1-40 but, because 
of its high elevation, has 
very cold winters. Flagstaff, 
Ariz., too, is located at a high 
elevation, which causes tem¬ 

perature extremes in the winter and summer. But, for 
the most part, this line is pretty accurate. 

If your floor is on a slab and not properly 
insulated, the slab temperatures will always be a just 
a few degrees lower than your thermostat setting, 
except where it is near the exterior wall. If the 
exterior temperature is 35 degrees and your thermo¬ 
stat is set on 75 degrees, a slab temperature at the 
exterior wall will be about 55 degrees. Your feet will 
feel cold if you are sitting near that location and your 
utility bills will be higher as the warm air molecules 
msh toward the edge of the cold slab. 

"I have never met a 
person who likes cold 
floors in the winter." 

! ‘■'i 

If you have this situation in your existing house 
there’s not much that you can do except to wear 
heavier socks and not sit near the wall. However, 
caulking the joint where the wall touches the slab 
would definitely help stop the cold air. If you are 
building a new house, cold floor problems can be 
solved by the installation of 1-inch foam board, 
located between the cold air and the exterior edge 

of the slab. Just remember 
your picnic ice chest is only 
three quarters of an inch 
thick and works very well. 
The rigid insulation can be 
installed in the concrete “L” 
block or installed vertically 
behind the brick veneer. 

It probably is impossible to insulate the 
parameter of a monolithic slab. Monolithic slabs are 
quite common where I live in Arkansas and you can 
tell whether you have one by looking at the exterior 
wall of the house. If you don’t see any concrete blocks 
or brick, then you probably have a monolithic slab. 

Another solution, of course, would be to 
actually heat the slab in your new house by cir¬ 
culating hot water through the slab. This is usually 
very costly, both at installation and in operation, 
unless you heat water with a geothermal system. 
Generally, I do not suggest heating the slab in homes 
anywhere south of Interstate 70 (yes, I’m talking 
about 1-70 now) and I do not really think that it is 
necessary to heat the slab in any home that is built 
according to the techniques I teach. 

In many cases, an acceptable solution is to 
install small electric heating cables under the tile in 
your bathroom. You can get information about this 
at any ceramic tile showroom. 

For those of you who are wondering about crawl 
spaces or basements, you will have to wait until next 
month. In the meantime, I promise you that I’ll be 
wearing my house shoes when I go outside to get the 
paper. ■ 

Doug Rye, the “Doctor of Energy 
Efficiency-the King of Caulk and Talk” 
can be heard on several different Illinois 
radio stations. Or you can go to his Web 
site at www.dougrye.com, e-mail him at 
info@philliprye.com, or call 888-Doug- 
Rye or 501-653-7931. You can also sign 
up for a free newsletter and order his 
“how to” videotapes. 
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40 x 50 x 10 = $11,811.00 

40 x 60 x 12 = $13,106.00 

50 x 100 x 12 = $23,564.00 

60 x 80 x 14 = $23,738.00 

100 x 150 x 14 (M-1) = $64,153.00 

ALL SIZES MINI-STORAGE! 

1-800-509-4949 
www.accessiblebuildings.com 

CALL TODAY FOR 
BUILDING QUOTE! 

Let the Wind 
Pay Your Electric Bill 

*T CENTRAL 
WINDPOWER 

540 Coultas Rd., Winchester, IL 62694 
Tel.: 217-742-3186 Fax: 217-742-5202 

Email: lashcon@verizon.net 

Exceeding Your Expectations 

New 24' Sundancer Pontoon 
DF60 Suzuki 4-Stroke 

Options List LSK Price 
Stereo CD Player $608 $0 
Outside Fill Fuel Tank $400 $0 
Tri Log With 12’Shield $2,500 $1,599 
Custom Tamdem Trailer $2,296 $1,899 

LSK Price 

16999 
Actual Boat Similar to Illustration. 

New SeaArk Welded Boats, 16' to 24', 
Lowest Prices Anywhere! Examples: 

2007 SeaAik Maverick 170 2008 SeaArk River Cat 200 

Nation’s #1 Sundancer Dealer 

www.lsklebanon.com 1-800-542-3846 
801 N. Jefferson Lebanon, MO Offer Ends 10/31/08 

/7 Ft, w/Suzuki 50 HP Fueklnjecled 

Four-Stroke, Trailer & Rigging 

Reg. Price $16,799 

Sale Price $12^99 

Dual Console, w/Captain Chairs, Suzuki 90 HP 

Fueilnieded Four-Stroke, Trailer & Rigging. 

Reg. Price $23,599 

Sale Price $19,999 

$ SUZUKI 
MARINE 

Failing Septic? 
Don't Let'em Dig!!! 

Permanent Fix For Your Old Tired Septic 
Environmentally Friendly! No chemicals! 

carcfaccSL 90 Day Money Back Guarantee! 
: www.Prolinewastewater.com (512)864-9002 

Alaska Cruise 
Plus a land tour of the Pacific Northwest 

YMT’s Alaska travel vacations offer a six-day deluxe 
motor coach tour of Yellowstone and Grand Teton 
National Parks, as well as highlights of Canada and the 
Pacific Northwest. From Vancouver, B.C., you’ll board a 
5-Star Holland American Line Cruise ship for an amazing 
seven day tour of Alaska's Inside Passage. Prices for this 
fabulous 15-Day vacation start at only $1848 (per person, 
double occupancy) includes taxes and port charges, add 
$63 cruise fuel charge. Airfare is extra and starts at $700. 
Space is limited. $100 deposits are due now to reserve 
your tour. Add $150 for June and August and $300 for 
July departure dates. (j^l Cruise aboard Hofland America Line's 

For information, reservations and brochure call... 

Call Your Man Tours today...1-800-888-8204 

Select^ 
On&'Vay 

Ventures 
Dr. John Ronan DDS 

& Associates 
Can Offer You 

Dentures, Partials 
& Extractions 

ONE-DAY SERVICE; 

Office Hours: Monday-Friday 8 to 4 
Call for an Appointment 

(217-479-8444) 
(1-877-565-8981) 

1201 W. Walnut, Jacksonville, IL 62650 
Payment Accepted 

Cash, Mastercard or Visa 
Ho Personal Checks 



Bridging the Gap with 
Natural Gas 

By Scott Gates 

Fossil fuels are the backbone of the nation’s energy 
supply. Almost half of all our electricity comes from 

burning coal, and oil remains the dominant transportation 
fuel option. 

A third type of fos¬ 
sil fuel, natural gas, is 
increasingly in the spot¬ 
light. In addition to its 
use for home heating and 
cooking, natural gas has 
surged as a way to keep 
your lights on amidst 
steadily growing demand for 
electricity. Some are also 
advocating increased use of 
natural gas as a fuel for our 
cars. 

“Natural gas-fired 
power plants are presently 
an easier option than 
building a coal or nuclear 
plant,” says John Holt, 
senior principal for 
generation & fuel at the 
National Rural Electric 
Cooperative Association 
(NRECA). “You can 
manufacture the parts for 
gas turbines quicker, and 
site and build a facility 
more rapidly - and with less 
opposition. If other types of generation are ruled out, as 
is becoming commonplace, natural gas becomes the only 
alternative left for a reliable baseload power supply.” 

By 2012, it is anticipated that a little more than 
35,000 MW of new generation will come on-line nation¬ 
wide as new power plants are built to meet growing 
demand. Natural gas will be used to generate more of that 
power as plans for coal-fired plants are challenged in many 
states. The risk with gas, however, is that it relies on an 
increasingly scarce and expensive fuel source. 

Natural gas emits about half the carbon dioxide as 
coal. For this reason, and for the relative ease of building a 
natural gas-fired plant, more than half of the 21,000 MW 
the nation’s co-ops alone expect to add over the next 10 
years will be gas-fired. 

Utilities across the country are including natural gas 
generation as a bigger part of resource plans, along with 

renewable energy and efficiency measures, in an effort to 
make up for delayed coal-fired and nuclear generation. 

“If you can’t build coal or nuclear, natural gas must 
pick up much of the slack,” says NRECA’s Holt. “Where it 

may take six or seven years 
to build a coal plant after 
permitting and construction 
and 10 years or more to get 
a nuclear plant up and run¬ 
ning, a natural gas generator 
can be brought into service 
relatively quickly.” 

Simple gas-fired 
turbines — similar to jet 
engines on blocks — can be 
built in around 18 months. 
A combined-cycle unit 
that creates steam for extra 
generation can be up and 
running in just two years. 
And because a natural gas 
plant can be “fired up” in 
a hurry and operates more 
cheaply than generators 
running on diesel fuel, 
they’ve long been the choice 
for “peaking plants” that are 
called on during times of 
high electricity use. 

Although natural 
gas generators work well 

as peaking plants the problem with relying on gas for 
baseload power is its price volatility and expense. 

As demand for electricity surges, growing fuel cost 
concerns plague natural gas. The price of natural gas has 
tripled since 2002 and jumped 93 percent since August 
2007 alone. 

Price fluctuations in natural gas really come down to 
supply and demand. In 2006, the United States used 21.6 
trillion cubic feet (Tcf) of natural gas, with 29 percent 
going to electric power. Of that amount, 19 percent was 
imported, most of which came via pipeline from Canada. 
The remainder was drawn from rapidly dwindling domestic 
resources. 

If plans for new coal and nuclear plants continue to 
be replaced in favor of natural gas plants over the next few 
decades, these imports will undoubtedly increase. 

Electricity generation accounts for 30 percent of all natural 
gas used in the United States, according to the U.S. Energy 
Information Administration. Of the remainder, 34 percent is used 
in industry, 13 percent for commercial purposes, and 20 percent 
goes to residential uses such as heating and cooking. 
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We have an energy challenge, America. 

When it comes to finding solutions, we must meet climate change goals 

while keeping costs down and electricity available. America needs 

a plan. Immediately. Because we all know that our energy needs keep 

on growing—every day. 

Now is the time to have a candid conversation with your elected officials. 

Together, we can find answers and take action. 

Start the conversation today at www.ourenergy.coop. 

America’s Electric 
Cooperatives w Our Energy, Our Future 

A Dialogue With America 
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FINEST COOKING 

A Taste of Heaven 

Pumpkin Chicken Chowder 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 

Who: St. Paul Evangelical United Church of Christ 

Bloomingdale, II 

Cost: $5, plus $3 shipping 

Details: hard-backed, comb-bounc 

Pages of recipes: 6f 

Send checks to: Catherine Kreis 

118 S. First Street, Bloomingdale, IL 6010f 

t or call 630-980-9196 

Jack-O-Lantern Jumble 

Preheat oven to 250°. In the oven, melt 

margarine and peanut butter in a turkey 

roaster until soft and shiny. Stir in garlic 

salt and Worcestershire sauce. Add Rice 

and Wheat Chex cereals and nuts. Bake 

uncovered for 1 hour, stirring every 15 

minutes. Cool before adding candy corn 

and/or M&M’s. Store in an airtight con¬ 

tainer. Makes 9 cups. 

Pun,pK.nChicRen Chowder 

cubed 

1 clove garhc, mmced 
ii/2 C. chicken broth 1 16-0,) can of pumpkm 

1/2 to 1 C. frozen corn 

1/2 C. uncooked nee 
1/2 tsp. dried basil 

1/2 tsp. salt 
1/8 tsp- pepper 
I/O LSy- U'-rr 

i ^ Add chicken, onion, 
Heat oil in a stockp • A ^ until chicken is 

red pepper and u kin, corn, rice, basil, 

done. Stir m broth, p ^ ^ ^ cover. 

Ked^e Keatatid^sinunec lot 20 minutes or 
until rice is tender. 

Chicken Tetrazzini 
1/4 C. butter 
1/4 C. flour 
1 tsp. salt 

1/4 tsp. garlic salt 
1/8 tsp. black pepper 
2 C. milk 
2 C. half and half 
2 cubes chicken bouillon 

1/3 C. cooking sherry 
6-oz. mozzarella cheese, shredded 

8 oz. spaghetti, cooked 
1 (4-oz.) can mushrooms, undrained 
2 C. cooked and cubed chicken 

Parmesan cheese 

Melt butter. Blend in flour, salt, garlic 

salt and pepper. Add milk, half and half 

and bouillon cubes. Stir constantly until 

thick and smooth. Add sherry, Mozzarella 

cheese, spaghetti, undrained mushrooms 

and chicken. Pour into a 9x13-inch shal¬ 

low casserole dish. Sprinkle with Parme¬ 

san cheese. Bake at 375° for 25 minutes. 

Cider Stew 
3 Ig. onions, sliced 
2 lbs. beef stew meat, cut into 

1-inch cubes 
3 T. oil 
3 T. flour 
1 tsp. salt 

1/4 tsp. pepper 
1/2 tsp. thyme 
2 C. apple cider 

2 T. ketchup 

3 Ig. potatoes, peeled and cubed 

4 med. carrots, sliced 

Brown onions and meat in the oil. Gradu¬ 

ally add the flour, salt, pepper and thyme to 

the meat and onions. Stir in the apple cider 

and ketchup. Add the potatoes and carrots 

and cook on low for 2-1/2 to 3 hours. 

Visit www.ici.coop to see 

an archive of past 

Illinois Country Living recipes. 

1/4 C. smooth peanut butter 
1/4 C. margarine 
1/2 tsp. garlic salt 

2-1/4 tsp Worcestershire sauce 
4 C. Rice Chex cereal 
4 C. Wheat Chex cereal 
1 C. cocktail peanuts 
9-1/2-oz. candy com and/or M&M’s 



MW 

Who: Sugar Creek Elementary School, Normal, IL 

Cost: $2, plus $3 shipping 

Details: paper-backed, comb-bound 

Pages of recipes: 70 

Send checks to: Sandy Dickson, Sugar Creek Elementary School, 
900 Ironwood Drive, Normal, IL 61761 

or call 309-454-8560. 

Taco Dip 
1 ground beef 

P g- taco seasoning 

jl’c^^f-canbeused) 

be used)*' sour creani (low far can 

Cheddar cheese 

Cook ground beef, drain AM 
soning, refried beans anrl ^ ^ Sea' 
Mix well. Place m • ^ tomato sauce. 

about an hour in rhf ! Let lf sit for 

,ayer of sour cream n 
re rige^ator- ^^d a 

mixture and top wl* 0^7/™^ 
cheese. Serve with tortiila chipf^ 

Photos by Catrina McCulley Wagner 
Taco Dip 

Buttermilk Pancakes 
2 C. all-purpose flour 
1 tsp. salt 
1 tsp. baking soda 
2 tsp. baking powder 
2 eggs 
1-3/4 C. buttermilk 
1 tsp. vanilla extract 
3 T. butter, melted 

In a large bowl, mix dry ingredients. In a 
smaller bowl, blend eggs, buttermilk and 
vanilla. Slowly, a little bit at a time, add 

wet ingredients to dry ingredients, stir¬ 
ring to avoid lumps. Add melted butter, 
stir. Cook pancakes in a non-stick pan or 

griddle sprayed with cooking spray (or add 

melted butter) over medium heat (cooking 
slower is better). Pour batter to desired size. 
Flip when batter begins to bubble. Remove 

when golden brown. Depending on the size 

of your pancakes, recipe may make more or 

less than recipe indicates. Top with fruit, 
chocolate chips, peanut butter or maple 

syrup. Makes 12-14 pancakes. 

Pumpkin Chocolate Chip 
Cookies 

1 C. canned pumpkin 
1 C. sugar 
1/2 C. oil 
1 egg, beaten 
2 C. flour 
2 tsp. baking powder 
1 tsp. cinnamon 
1 tsp. vanilla 
1/2 tsp. salt 
1/2 tsp. baking soda 
1 tsp. milk 
1 (6-oz.) bag chocolate chips 

Dissolve baking soda in milk and set 

aside. Combine pumpkin, sugar, oil and 
egg. Sift flour, baking powder, cinna¬ 
mon and salt together. Add to pumpkin 
mixture alternately with baking soda 

dissolved in milk. Add chocolate chips. 
Drop by tablespoons onto a cookie sheet. 

Bake at 375° for 10-12 minutes. 

Brown Paper Bag 
Apple Pie 

1 brown paper sack 
2 paper clips 

Pie 
1 (9-inch) pie crust 
6 C. thinly sliced apples 
2 T. flour 
1/2 C.sugar 
1 tsp. cinnamon 

Topping 
1/2 C. butter 
1/2 C. flour 
1/2 C. sugar 

Mix apples, flour, sugar and cinnamon 
together. Fill the pie crust with mixture. 

Mix topping ingredients together and 
spread evenly over filling. Place pie in 
brown paper bag and secure bag shut with 

paper clips. Make sure bag is not touching 

the inside of the oven anywhere! Bake at 

350° for 1 hour. 
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Finest fabrics including permanent 

press and wash & wear. Superior 
quality. Free color catalog and 
fabric swatches on request. 

GUARANTEED SATISFACTION 

Call Toll Free: 1-800-826-8612 

EGENCY 
sngEsmiiw 

www.rcgown.com 

P.O. Box 8988-ICL Jacksonville, FL 32211 

30’x 50’x 10’ $10,549 
40’x 60’x 12’ $14,495 
60’ x 100’ x 12’ $29,950 
80’ x 100’ x 14’ $42,574 
100'x 150’x 14’ $85,601 

Farm - Industrial • Commercial 
25 Year Warranty on Roof & Walls; 

Prices F.O.B. Mfg. Plants; 
Seal Stamped Blue Prints; 
Easy Bolt Together Design. 

PRICES INCLUDE COLOR SIDES 
& GALVALUME ROOF 

Arena Special 
(roof & frame) 

100'x 100’x 14’...$45,532 

(Local codes may affect prices) 

STEEL BUILDING SYSTEMS 
Fax: 940-484-6746 email: info@rhinobldg.com 

Website: http://www.RHINOBLDG.COM 

Toll Free 1-888-320-7466 

www.hardyheatet.com 
3ates@hardyheater.com 

All stainless steel construction 
Heats home and household 
hot water 
10-year warranty 
Connects to your existing 
central duct 
or hydronic system 
Standard with bronze 
circulator pump and automatic 
draft combustion 
blower, and grates 
Units from 100,000 to 250,000 
BTU’s output 
Financing Available (iww) 
Dealer Inquiries Welcome 

Hardy Manufacturing 
Company, Inc. 

12345 Road 505 

PHILADELPHIA. MS 39350 

(1-800-542-7395) 

WOODBURNING 
FURNACE 
"Since 1976" 

OF ILLINOIS "We Understand'’ 

Serving Illinois’ 60 southern counties 

We understand 
farming. 

That’s why Farm Credit Services 
serves the agriculture com¬ 

munity so well with specialized 
products that are important to you: 

• Crop Insurance 
• Real Estate Loans 
• Machinery Loans 
• Operating Loans 

Become part of the Farm Credit 
Services family today. Whether 
we’re in the fields with you, or in 
the office for you — 
farming is our life too! 

Call 877.327.6345 
to find a branch near you. 

Farm Credit Seruices 

  ,, 
— 

Shepherdsville^^pr Bullitt County 
TOURIST & CONVENTION COMMISSION 

-lust South oriouisville, Far I! mi nil Eipfrtations 
n* 

[|gt! 

♦ Start of the Kentucky Bourbon Trail 

♦ Jim Beam American Outpost 

♦ Hawks View Glass Art Tour & Cafe 

Bernheim Arboretum and Forest 

For a suggested itinerary, call or visit the website 

Ken BRIDLED SPIRIT 

Lodging and dining conveniently 

’ocated at Exits 121 through 105, < 

* 

www.travelbullitt.org 1-800-526-2068 



MARKETPLACE 
International Company looking for 
motivated individuals to be part of 
the next trillion $ industry. Product 
and business guarantee. 888-251- 
1538. 

Furnished, 2-bedroom home for 
sale in Sebring, Florida, 50+ 
community, pool, clubhouse. Pictures: 
treasure2treasure2005@yahoo.com. 

Authorized Rainbow Distributor. 
Repairs, supplies and service. Living 
air purifiers. L&L Distributing, 116 S. 
VanBuren St., Newton, IL 62448. 
618-783-3755. 

Filter Queen/Defender sales, service 
and supplies. For free information, 
call 800-753-5401, 618-948-2874 or 
write She-N-I, Inc. RR1, Allendale, 
IL 62410. 

Midwest Bird and Animal Swap & 
Sale, Oct. 26 and Nov. 30 at Monroe 
County Fairgrounds, Waterloo, IL 
from 5:30 to Noon. 618-939-6809. 

Sick camper refrigerator? Specializing 
27 years in rebuilding cooling units. 
New and used units available. 
Camper repair. Crutcher’s RV, 
Cropsey, IL. 309-377-3721. 

Wanted to buy: Standing timber. All 
species. Pay top price. Clear or select 
cut. Call 815-434-4141. 

Guest House Vacation Rental. 
Elizabethtown, IL. 2BR, 2Bath. 
Overlooking Ohio River. Near 
Garden of the Gods/Shawnee Forest. 
www.Hardincountybluehouse.com 
618-876-9118. 

esiRn &. Construction 
Since 1992 

Seeing 27 States and Over 

■®i icensed. Bonded & pun . 10,000 Customers 
' Li Major Credit Cards A Insured • No n, 
* ^0-866-582-1400 AccePted MoneY Down 

Central Illinois Properties wanted: 
Horse farms, gas stations, motels, 
vineyards, Victorian and country 
homes, B&B’s, hunting or farm land 
and lake houses. We have buyers! 
Our#l Web site averages 1,100,000 
visits monthly. United Country 
catalogs are viewed by millions and 
are in Chicagoland and expressway 
racks! 1100 nationwide ads including 
Wall Street Journal! Partners with 
Progressive Farmer and Ducks 
Unlimited. Our properties are 
seen by more people! Call Jerry 
Grodesky (217)386-4220. United 
Country Farm and Lake Houses 
www.FarmAndLakeHouses.com 

Wanted to buy: sassafras leaves, 
Mullein, wild cherry, Sumac, 
Blackhaw, other barks. Ginseng, 
goldenseal, other roots, leaves, herbs. 
Pricelist. 618-282-3267 

Prairie SkyCam - Experience a new 
way of capturing aerial photographs 
for homes, business and more. 100% 
guaranteed! www.prairieskycam.com 
or call 217-562-7222. 

Stay and Play in Southern Illinois’ 
Hardin County. Shawnee Forest, 
Ohio River, Garden of the Gods, 
Cave-in-Rock, www.hardincountil. 
org. 618-287-4333. 

Train With No Name. Child and Little 
Engine Save Circus train! Read at 
www.nanaspersonalizedbooksfor kids, 
com or call 217-487-7790 for free 
catalog. 

POLE BUILDINGS, BARNS & GARAGES 
LOFT BUILDINGS 

24 X 24 $10,500 

24 X 32 $13,200 

24 X 40 $14,900 

30 X 40   $16,800 

32 X 64 $24,900 

POLE BUILDINGS 
24 X 24 $6,400 
24 X 32 $7,800 
24 X 40 $8,700 
30 X 40 $9,900 
32 X 64 $16,800 

40 X 80 CALL 

CABIN HOMES & POLE BUILDINGS 

1-800-247-0241 

Let the pros lease your hunting rights. 
Liability insurance provided. Call for 
a free landowner’s packet. 1-866-309- 
1507. BaseCampLeasing.com. 

Wanted to buy: Standing timber, most 
species. Pay top prices. Call 217-285- 
2760. 

Wanted to buy: Stamp collections 
and historical paper items (letters/ 
envelopes, advertising, documents, 
etc.) Call 618-992-0607 or 931-561- 
7167. 

Fiberglass corrugated, 26-inch wide. 
8-10-12 foot long. 8 ft.-$5. 12 ft.-$8. 
Large supply, all colors. Dongola, IL. 
618-827-4737. 

It’S planting time. We have white pine 
and Norway Spruce to plan as wind 
break or privacy screen. Call John at 
TurfGreen. 217-793-1114. 

I want to purchase 500-gallon Propane 
tank and regulator in good condition. 
Call 217-855-7363. 

Branson, Mo. 1 bedroom condo for 
rent. December 6 - 13. In time for 
Christmas shows and shopping. 
618-658-1500. 

/WARM FRIENDLY , SANGAMON 
V. FLOORS RADIANT 
/^uponor X uponor aqua pex tubing products 

^[Radiant Floor Hnaitrg X^i t for agricultural, commercial shop 
floors and homes 

(217)971-8592 FAX (217)483-7973 • Evening (217)483-3223 
Mn D. McMillan - Owner 

POND & LAKE LINERS 
Custom Sizes • Reinforced Material 

$.39/SQ. FT. or Less 
• STRENGTH • 

• COMMITMENT • 
• GUARANTEED CONTAINMENT • 

BTL Sales, Inc. 
1-800-280-0712 

www.btlliners. com 
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Cabins in Shawnee Forest of Southern 
Illinois: Near Garden of Gods, Rim 
Rock, Pounds Hollow Lake. On 
scenic byway. Very nice, completely- 
furnished cabins. All sizes. Pet- 
friendly. Three nights for the price 
of two December, January, February. 
www.rimrocksdogwoodcabins.com. 
618-264-6036. 

Save 10% to 30% on your electric bill 
guaranteed! 618-925-2445 or visit 
www.ecotrustenergy.com/view for free 
brochure. Dealers needed. 

Insulation. 4x8 sheets, foil-backed 
foam. Also rolls of foil-bubble pak- 
insulation. All factory seconds. 
Contact Ken Nichols, 800-424- 
1256. 

For Sale: TacSew quilting machine on 
12-ft. table, $300. Call 618-273-3589 
after 5 p.m. 

4' white pine trees, delivered, planted, 
mulched. $64.50 per tree. Buy 10 get 
1 free. Call for other sizes, varieties or 
shades. Price may vary depending on 
geographical location. Call 217-886- 
2316. 

28 acres, house (2276 sf), garage 
24x28, outbuildings: storage 16x100, 
stables 30x60, arena 60x100, 
pasture, pond, etc. $315,000. Home 
& buildings could be sold with less 
acreage. 309-465-3666. 

How to place an ad 

1) Type or print ad neatly. 

2) Count words. Cost is $30 for up to the first 20 words. $1.50 each additional 
word. Ads with insufficient funds will not be printed. 

3) Prepayment is required. Include check or money order with ad for amount due. 
Also include address label from Illinois Country Living or other proof of Illinois 
electric cooperative membership. Only members of Illinois electric cooperatives 
may place Marketplace ads. 

4) Mail to: Illinois Marketplace, P.O. Box 3787, Springfield, IL 62708, by 
deadline. 

Deadlines: December issue - October 20; 
January issue - November 20. 

We reserve the right to reject any advertisement. Ads postmarked after the deadline will be placed 
in the next available issue. 

8a? Hasps 
Day Camp • 
Day Camp: 

Reynolds/Wright 

) during the Fall 2007 School Calendar year. 

I Lick Creek Lane-Chatham, IL 62629-8018 
e: (217) 529-2625 • www.lscacamp.orQ Welcome to 

Votlf CooPera^ 

Associatioi 

Graphic 
Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives 

*Voij(Uit of 7frith.-. P ir fries of the. (ffrlile.fr 

Lake Springfield Christian Assembly 
  ft—gCaafiinftli  

The Graphic Services department serves 
more than just our members. For more 

than 40 years the AIEC has operated a print 
shop at our statewide office, and we’d love 
to add your organization to our long list of 
satisfied customers. 

Our dedicated employees take pride in 
creating the perfect custom products for a 
wide variety of customers. Personnel include a 
staff of editors, graphic artists and pressmen, 
who provide editing, design/layout, presswork 
and bindery, and all aspects of mailing your 
finished product. 

Our printing capabilities include one-color to 
full-color process. We can very competitively 
print letterhead, envelopes, business cards, 
newsletters, annual reports, brochures, bill 
stuffers and more while delivering high quality 
results. Our screen-printing operation can 
create decals and signs. We can also build and 
maintain Web sites. 

For more information or to request a bid, 
please contact: 

Angie Bingenheimer at 217- 241-7942 
abingenheimer@aiec.coop 

or 
Connie Newenham at 217-241-7943 

cnewenham@aiec.coop 
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Legend Outdoor Wood Furnace 
‘ Heats House & Hot Water 

4135 Heats 3000 SO FT 
6180 Heats 6000 SO FT 

| Do It Yourself Installation Kit Includes 
Heat Exchange coil & pump 

Dealer Inquiry welcome 
Toll Free 877-453-9223 

http: I/www. legendfurnace. com 
http:! twww. outdoorwoodfurnaceoarts. com 

30’x 50 ’x10’  $8,806 30’x 50 ’x10’  $8,806 

40’ x 60’ x 12’  $12,565 
50’x 75’x 14’  $18,966 

80’ x 120’ x 16 (M-1) $44,986 

Minis - 30’ x 100’ with 20 10’ x 15’ units - $14,740 

1.877.657.8335 
www.advantagesteelbuildings.com 

r KENTUCKY I FREE CATALOGUE 

.SBUFLDTNG!S 1-859-745-0606 
In AH SO States. America's Best Buy, Since 19861 

♦Hob2/12 20/70 
24x30x8 54,508 
30x40x8 56,508 
40x60x10 510,508 
50x60x12 514,508 
60x80x12 520,508 
75x80x14 526,508 

Isn't it Time 
for your Tun Place. 

• 3 models cut 20", 12" and 5" trees in one bite 

• Hitches to fit most tractors and skid steer loaders 

• Built to last with a 24 month warranty 

• Swivel hitch, sprayer and grapple options 

For a free color brochure call or visit our website 

(417) 4584350 • www.treetemiiiiator.com 
Grace Manufacturing • Plato, MO 

Call Toll Free 
Today for a 

FREE! 

1 30-year perforation warranty 
1 Full technical support from start to finish 
1 Fully customized to meet your needs 
• Factory-direct savings 

Our building consultants are ready to take your call 

IWBIKillf 

Design your own 
floorplan at no 

— f   f 

Visit our website at: 
designhomes.com 

Open Mon-Fri 9-5 pm, 
Sat 9-4 pm, Sun 1-4 pm 

1-800427-9443 
Corporate Office: 

Prairie du Chien, Wl 53821 1-608-326-6041 {19 Models) 
2700 SE 16th St., Ames,IA 50010 1-515-233-9617 (7 Models) 

2570 Barnette Ave. Saiix, IA 1-712-946-7000 {11 Models) 
7101 Hwy 61 S., Burlington, IA 52601 319-754-6100 {11 Models) 

3181 Joliet Ave., Missouri Valley, IA 51555 (5 Models) 
1180 E. Price St., Eldridge, IA 52748 {8 Models) 

Never have to buy fuel — oil, gas, kerosene, wood — ever again! 

Your Benefits with Hydro-Sil: 

■ Zone controlled heating cost with Hydro-Sil 
■ No service contracts. Lifetime warranty. 
■ Safe, complete peace of mind 
■ Clean, no fumes, environmentally safe 

U.L. listed 
No furnaces, ducts, or chimneys 
Preassembled — ready to use 
Portable (110V) or permanent (220V) 
Whole house heating or single room 

Hydro-Sil is a high performance individual 

room heating system that allows you to control 

your home heating cost by replacing old 

and inefficient heating. It can replace or 

supplement your electric heat, gas or oil 

furnace and woodstoves. 

A one-time purchase that will last a lifetime: 

inside the heater is a sealed copper chamber 

filled with a harmless silicone fluid designed 

for heat retention qualities. The fluid is quickly 

heated by a varying amount of micro-managed 

proportional power. This exclusive technology 

greatly increases energy efficiencies. 

220 VOLT Approx. Area Discount S&H Qty. 
PERMANENT to Heat Price 

8’ 2000 w 250-300 sf $319 $25 

6’ 1500 w 180-250 sf $289 $25 

5’ 1250 w 130-180 sf $259 $25 

4' 1000 w 100-130 sf $239 $18 

3' 750 w 75-100 sf $189 $18 

2’ 500 w 50-75 sf $169 $18 

Thermostats - Call for options & exact heater needed. 

110 VOLT PORTABLES Discount 
S&H Qty. 

(Thermostat included.) Price 

5’ Hydro-Max 750-1500 w $229 $25 

3' 750 w - Silicone $179 $18 

Heavy-Duty 240v $329 $25 

Total Amount 

Name, 

Check ■ MasterCard ■ Visa ■ Discover 

1-800-627-9276 
www.hydrosil.com 

Hydro-Sil, P.0. Box 662, Fort Mill, SC 29715 

Add ress_  

City St  

Zip  Phone  

MasterCard, Visa or Discover Account Information: 

Acct #  

Expiration Date  

1 



Star Light, Star Bright, Sky Lights 
Skylights can improve lighting, aesthetics and save energy 

Dear Jim: I want more natural lighting with 

fewer electric lights to save electricity, so 

I plan to install skylights in several rooms. 
What are the most efficient skylight designs to save 

the most energy? - Jon B. 

Dear Jon: Most often, people install skylights for 

aesthetic reasons such as making a room appear 

larger than it is or providing a view of nighttime 

sky. And adding skylights to a room can reduce the need 

for lights. 

Lighting is a significant consumer of electricity in 

most homes, so if adding skylights can reduce your need 

for electric lights, they will also reduce your electric bills. 

But, and this is a big but, skylights must be efficient or 

they lose or gain (in summer) more heat energy than they 

save in electricity. A skylight is basically just a window cut 

out of a well-insulated ceiling creating an insulation void. 

An advantage of natural lighting is human sight is 

still better under natural sunlight than under artificial 

light at the same intensity. If you have problems reading 

my article in the morning under a standard kitchen ceiling 

light fixture, you may find it easier to read under natural 

light from a skylight. Colors also look much more true and 

vibrant under natural light as compared to light bulbs. 

Some of the newer full-spectrum compact fluorescent 

bulbs do a better job of simulating true sunlight. 

Skylight design, from efficiency, style and con¬ 

venience standpoints, has come a long way in the past 

decade or so. Today, nearly all the super-efficient true-glass 

glazing and frame options that are available in high- 

quality new windows are also available in skylights. The 

primary difference is the top layer of a multi-pane skylight 

glass is made from tempered glass for safety. Some of the 

hurricane-resistant skylights, which meet Florida’s strict 

safety codes, use laminated glass similar to a car’s wind¬ 

shield. 

When selecting one, first decide whether you want a 

venting or a fixed type of skylight. Fixed ones are some¬ 

what less expensive, but they do not provide ventilation, 

which can reduce your cooling costs and improve indoor 

air quality. The new weatherstripping seals make the 

venting ones virtually as energy efficient and leak-free as 

fixed ones. 

If you ever use natural ventilation, even if for only 

a few weeks during spring and fall, selecting a venting 

model is your most energy efficient choice. With the sky¬ 

light located in the ceiling where the warm, less-dense air 

collects, opening it can create a natural breeze throughout 

your home. For the most convenience, a remote control 

This bedroom uses a combination of one venting and two 

fixed skylights. Mini-Venetian blinds are installed in the gaps 

between the multipanes. 

electric operator can be installed, this uses a small amount 

of electricity and requires electrical wiring. Automatic rain 

sensors can be installed to close the skylight in case of a 

storm. 

Unless there already is an electric light in the ceiling, 

running new wiring may make the installation project 

too complex for the average do-it-yourselfer to tackle. For 

most installations with typical-sized skylights, I recom¬ 

mend a removable long hand crank. 

The heart of a skylight is the glazing (glass or plastic) 

and this has the most impact upon its energy efficiency. 

If you want efficiency with a good view of the sky, a 

multipane flat glass skylight is best. I even added a mag¬ 

netic clear acrylic storm window under my low-e, argon- 

gas glass skylight for greater efficiency. 

Since skylights tend to get dirty and covered with 

water spots, some manufacturers now offer special glass. It’s 

as energy efficient as other glass options, but it has a super 

smooth titanium dioxide coating on the exterior pane 

surface. When the sunlight shines on it, it dries with very 

few spots and less dirt. 

The following companies offer efficient skylights: 

Bristolite, (800) 854-8618, www.bristolite.com; Fox Lite, 

(800) 233-3699, www.foxlite.com; Royalite, (800) 875- 

9548, www.royalite-mfg.com; Velux, (800) 888-3589, 

www.veluxusa.com; and Wasco, (800) 388-0293, 

www.wascoskylights.com. 

Send inquiries to James Dulley, Illinois Country 

Living, 6906 Royalgreen Dr., Cincinnati, OH 45244 or 

visit www.dulley.com. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING ' www.icl.coop 



1P Arts and Craft Fair at The 
Murphysboro United Methodist Church 
in Murphysboro. 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. More 
than 30 vendors will be on hand display- 
ing unique handmade arts, crafts and 
gifts. A lunch stand and bake sale will 
also be available. Free. 618-687'2235 or 
pontiac@egyptian.com. 

1f The 30th Annual Galena 
Halloween Parade on Main Street 
in Galena. The largest and spooki¬ 
est parade in the tri-state area. Floats, 
costumes, prizes and treats for guys and 
“ghouls” of all ages. 815-777-9050 or 
http://www.galenachamber.com. 

1 p Fall Eagle Fest at the Convention 
Center in Galena. 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. Enjoy a 
live “Birds of Prey” show, environmental 
displays and booths, nature photography 
and art show, young adult art show and es¬ 
say contest and more. Free. 815-594-2306 
or www.eaglenature.com. 

1 p Christmas Ideas Day and 
Health Fair at the Civic Center in 
Benton. 8 a.m. - 3 p.m. Get a flu shot, 
have a blood workup, check into retire¬ 
ment facilities and talk to representa¬ 
tives from many health organizations. In 
addition, there will be craft vendors, as 
well as a taster’s table of goodies, a coun¬ 
try store with bargains and entertain¬ 
ment. Mr. and Mrs. Claus will be there 
and a special craft table will be available 
to entertain the children. 

1 -2p The 31st Annual Heritage 
Festival at Southeastern Illinois Col¬ 
lege in Harrisburg. Saturday: 9 a.m. - 4 
p.m., Sunday: 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. Enjoy 
crafts, art, food, a free performance from 
“The Heiken Puppets” on Saturday at 11 
a.m. and 1 p.m. in the Student Center. 
Free admission and parking. 618-252- 
5400 ext. 3213 or donna.heam@sic.edu. 

T'-Op Antique Spectacular 
Fall Show 2008 at the QCCA Expo 
Center in Rock Island. Enjoy antiques 
galore with something to interest every 
collector including: furniture, art pot¬ 
tery, stoneware, books, prints, primitives, 
jewelry, silver, signage, prints, paint¬ 
ings, glass, china, postcards, coins, 
quilts, dolls, toys, advertising, marbles, 
rugs, vintage textiles and period pieces. 
Hours Friday: 5 p.m. - 9 p.m. Saturday: 
10 a.m. - 6 p.m. Sunday: 11 a.m. - 4 
p.m. Admission is $6. 309-788-5912, 
info@qccaexpocenter.com or www.anti- 
quespectacular.com. 

T’-Sp Christmas Arts and Craft 
Show 2008 at the Village Square 
Mall in Effingham. Enjoy a variety of 
offerings from antiques to handmade 
articles and everything in between. 
217-347-0623. 

8p Chocolate, Champagne and 
Candlelight at the DeSoto House Hotel 
in Galena. An elegant chocolate affair in¬ 
cluding two lavish buffets offering choco¬ 
late, plus a few non-chocolate desserts. 
Reservations recommended. 815-777- 
9129 or www.galenahistorymuseum.org. 

8p Altrusa Bazaar and Craft 
Show at Macomb High School in Ma¬ 
comb. 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. Peruse more than 
100 booths of hand crafted and commer¬ 
cial vendors. Free. 309-837-9105. 

8p The GFWC Savanna Worn- 
an’s Club Annual Christmas Craft 
and Gift Fair at the West Carroll 
Primary School in Savanna, 111. 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. Crafts and gifts of all types 
available for sale. Space is still available. 
Woman’s Club lunch stand on sight 
with hot sandwiches, homemade desserts 
and more. $1 donation at the door. 815- 
565-0255 or 815-273-7376. 

8P Second Sunday Celtic Music 
at White Owl Winery in Birds. Join us 
the second Sunday of each month for 
the turbulent and tantalizing strains of 
Irish music. Enjoy wine tasting and toe¬ 
tapping music! Bring your friends! This 
event is free. 618-928-2898. 

8, Birds of Prey Program at Miller 
Park Zoo in Bloomington. 1 p.m. See 
several of the zoo’s birds of prey up close 
and learn how they hunt, survive in the 
wild and thrive at the zoo. This event 
will take place indoors if weather is in¬ 
clement. Free with paid zoo admission. 
309-434-2250 or millerparkzoo.org. 

1 3- 1 6f Country Christmas 
at Rock Run Peddler in Rock City. 
Enjoy the Christmas spirit at Rock Run 
Peddler’s Christmas Open House with 
their collection of primitives, antiques, 
unique Christmas folk art, gifts, fresh 
Christmas trees and wreaths. Also enjoy 
Christmas hammered dulcimer music, 
plus refreshments. 815-865-5969, steph- 
cvb@aeroinc.net or www.stephenson- 
county-il.org. 

1 4P Christmas Open House in 
Downtown Golconda. 618-683-2109. 

1 4- 1 69 Home for the Holi¬ 
days at Lincoln Land Community 
Center in Litchfield. Enjoy the Sixth 
Annual Festival of Trees, a winter 
parade and a holiday walk for local 
businesses. 217-324-8147 or www.cityof- 
litchfieldil.com. 

1 5 p Beautiful Hats at the Abra¬ 
ham Lincoln Presidential Library and 
Museum’s Lincoln Reception Room 
in Springfield. 2 p.m. A breathtaking 
presentation of the history of ladies’ and 
men’s hats through the ages. Hats from 
the 1860s to the 1920s are displayed and 
modeled. A visual delight! Wearing your 
own hat is encouraged but not required. 
Tickets are $35. 217-558-8934 or www. 
presidentlincoln.org. 

1 5- 1 6p Persimmon Party at 
Christian County Historical Museum 
in Taylorville. Enjoy a free tasting of 
persimmon foods and/or purchase cook¬ 
books, baked goods and frozen pulp 
available. 217-824-6922. 

20-22p Pope County Deer 
Festival in Downtown Golconda. 618- 
683-6286. 



DATEBOOK 

19-1/OS, Sam Fink’s The Gettysburg Address at the Abraham 
Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum in Springfield. To celebrate the annb 
versary of the Gettysburg Address the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library will 
exhibit the original art created for the book, The Gettysburg Address, illustrated 
by master calligrapher and artist Sam Fink. 217'558-0143. 

2 1 -22, Nouveau Wine Festi¬ 
val in Galena. Galena Cellars celebrates 
the release of its Nouveau wine with lun¬ 
cheons, horse-drawn wagon deliveries on 
Main Street and wine and cheese parties 
at various downtown locations. 815-777- 
3330 or www.galenacellars.com. 

2 1 -23, Santa Fest in Freeport. 
Visit Barbara Buck’s studio to see a large 
gallery display featuring museum quality, 
one-of-a-kind Santas, Angels and Nativ¬ 
ity sets. 815-443-2785. 

21- 1/1 /09, Victorian 
Splendor Light Festival at Forest 
Park in Shelbyville. Come and enjoy 
this beautiful drive-thru display that has 
been rejuvenated to include all the dis¬ 
plays from years past. 217-774-1342. 

22- 23, Festival of Arts and 
Crafts in St. Charles, hlandcrafted 
original art and crafts including floral 
designs, painted windows and glassware, 
watercolor paintings, calligraphy, jew¬ 
elry, clothing, home decorations and 
outdoor yard accents. 847-301-8543 or 
www.stepbystepcraftshows.com. 

27- 1/1 /09, Avenue of 
Lights at Moorman/Wavering Park in 
Quincy. Enjoy a two-mile holiday dis¬ 
play of animated lights. 217-222-7980 or 
www. qu incychamber.org. 

28, A Day of Thanksgiving and 
Prayer at the Stephen Sargent Farm in 
Lema. Explore the Thanksgiving tradi¬ 
tions of the 19th Century. 217-345-1845 
or www.lincolnlogcabin.org. 

28, Old-Fashioned Christmas 
2008 in Downtown Effingham. En¬ 
joy buggy rides, visits and photos with 
Santa, hot chocolate, coffee and more. 
Donations accepted. 217-342-4147. 

28- 30, Christmas of Yes¬ 
teryear in Downtown Richmond. 
Celebrate the magic of Christmas! Visit 
historic downtown and shops and streets 
trimmed with garland and lights remi¬ 
niscent of times gone by. Enjoy shop¬ 
ping, a visit from Santa, horse wagon 
tours and carolers. 815-678-4040 or 
www.richmond-il.com. 

28-30, Julmarknad - Christ¬ 
mas Market in Bishop Hill. Enjoy 
decorated shops and museums. Encoun¬ 
ter Swedish folk characters roaming the 
village, special music Swedish foods and 
unique gifts. 309-927-3345, bishophill® 
winco.net or www.bishophill.com. 

28- 1 2/26, Mattoon Light- 
works at Peterson Park in Mattoon. 
Enjoy the lights of the season with more 
than 50 magnificent light displays, many 
of which are animated. 217-258-6286 or 
www.mattoonillinois.org. 

29, Light Up Streator City 
Park in Streator. An annual celebra¬ 
tion that marks the lighting of the 
city park for the holiday season. This 
daylong festival includes a marketplace 
throughout the day with the lighting at 
6:30 p.m. 618-673-1708. 

For more datebook 
visit our Web site, 

www.icl.coop 

To be considered for inclusion, please submit events in the format used above. Preference is given to events sponsored by non-profit 
entities. Submitting an event is not a guarantee of publication. Photos are welcome, but will not be returned unless a self-addressed 
and stamped envelope is provided. Events are subject to change, so please contact the event sponsor for confirmation. 

Deadlines: October 15 for January Events, November 15 for February Events Mail to: Illinois Datebook, PO Box 3787, Spring- 
field, IL 62708 E-mail to: cwagner@aiec.coop 



Paxton 217)379 

You work harder than most. 
You take care of your family as 
well as everyone else’s. 

You can’t control the elements, 
but you do what you can to 
make the best of what’s handed 
to you. 

You demand the best in your 
equipment and in yourself. 

GeoComfort shares your values 
and respects your ideals. Our 
geothermal comfort systems 
harvest the earth’s stored 
energy and use it to heat and 
cool your home. GeoComfort 
geothermal systems: the perfect 
combination of technology and 
respect for the earth. 

Advantage Comfort Systems _  16305 

Bratcher Heating & Air Conditioning, Inc. 
Bloomington/Normal (309)454-1611 

C & K Heating & Cooling 
Lebanon (618)537-9528 

Climate Company, Inc. 
Breese (618)526-2135 

D & R Heating & Air, Inc 
Centralia (618)548-9090 

Davis Electric 
Rushville (217)322-6677 

Ernst Heating & Cooling 
Hamel (618)633-2244 

Fowler Heating & Cooling 
Marion (618)997-5288 

Philhower Electric, Plumbing, & Heating 
Tiskilwa (&15)646-4481 

Jesse Heating & Air Conditioning 
Decatur (217)422-1744 

Champaign (2i 7)352-8511 

Johnson Heating & A/C 
Kewanee (309)852-2610 

Kuchefski Heating & A/C, Inc. 
Danville (217)442-1454 

Mark’s Heating & Cooling 
Greenville (618)664-2499 

Neuhaus Heating & A/C 
Litchfield (217)324-2818 

R & H Plumbing & Heating, Inc. 
Altamont (618)483-6159 

Rightnowar HVAC 
Keenes (618)732-8268 

South Side Hardware 
Greenfield (217)368-2705 

Steffen Heating & A/C, Inc. 
Effingham (217)342-2062 

Stevens Heating & Air Conditioning 
Quincy (217)222-5220 

Weeke Sales & Service 
Okawville (618)243-5333 

Weidner Refrigeration, Inc. 
Divernon (217)628-3400 

Whitt Sales & Service, Inc. 
Farina (618)245-6404 

m 
Geothermal Systems 

More geothermal information is available at www.geocomfort.com. 



Our best one-piece 
music system. 

When we introduced the original Acoustic Wave® 

music system, Sound & Vision said it delivered “possibly 

the best-reproduced sound many people have ever 

heard.” And the Oregonian reported it had “changed 

the way many Americans listen to music.” 

Today, the improved Acoustic Wave® music system II 

builds on our more than 40 years of industry-leading 

innovation to deliver even better sound. This is the 

best one-piece music system we’ve ever made, with 

sound that rivals large and complicated stereos. 

There’s no stack of equipment. No tangle of wires. Just 

all-in-one convenience and lifelike sound. 

Even better sound than its award-winning 

predecessor. With recently developed Bose® technolo¬ 

gies, our engineers were able to make the acclaimed 

sound quality even more natural. Play your favorite 

vocalist - a challenging test for any audio system. Or 

play an acoustically demanding piece with a bass guitar 

or percussion. We believe you’ll appreciate the quality 

of the sound even at volume 

levels approaching that of a 

live performance. 

Use it where you like. 

This small system fits almost 

anywhere. You can move it 

from room to room, or take 

it outside. It has what you need 

Shown in Graphite Gray to enj°y your music
> including a 

with optional 5-CD Changer. 

built-in CD player and digital FM/AM tuner. You also 

can easily connect additional sources like your MP3 

player or TV. 

Hear it yourself risk free for 30 days. Use our 

Excitement Guarantee to try it in your home for 30 days. 

When you call, ask about adding the optional 5-CD 

Changer to play your music for hours 

- the same slim remote operates both 

system and changer. Also, ask about 

using your own major credit card to 

make 12 easy payments, with no 

interest charges from Bose.* Compare the performance 

of the Acoustic Wave® music system II with large, multi- 

component stereos costing much more. And discover 

why Bose is the most respected name in sound. 

FREE 
shipping 
with your 

order. 

To order or learn more: 

1-800-314-3416, ext. G8262 
www.Bose.com/AWMS2 

Better sound through research® 
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AWAY FROM HOME 

•Bose payment plan available on orders of $299-$1500 paid by major credit card. Separate financing offers may be available for select products. See website for details. Down payment is 1/12 the product price plus applicable tax and shipping charges, charged when your order 
is shipped. Then, your credit card will be billed for 11 equal monthly installments beginning approximately one month from the date your order is shipped, with 0% APR and no interest charges from Bose. Credit card rules and interest may apply. U.S. residents only. Limit one active 
financing program per customer. ©2008 Bose Corporation. Patent rights issued and/or pending. The Acoustic Wave" music system II design is a registered trademark of Bose Corporation. Financing and free shipping offer not to be combined with other offers or applied to previous 
purchases, and subject to change without notice. Riskfree refers to 30-day trial only and does not include return shipping. Delivery is subject to product availability. Quotes reprinted with permission: Sounds Vision, 3/85: Wayne Thompson, Oregonian. 9/10/96. 


