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WE REAP MORE THAN 
JUST CORN & SOYBEANS 

FROM THE GROUND! 

Geothermal information available at www.geocomfort.com 

DEALERS: 
Advantage Comfort Systems 

Paxton, IL, 217-379-6305 

Bedal Heating & Cooling 
Plano, 11,630-552-1609 

Bratcher Heating & Air Conditioning, Inc. 
Bioomington/Normal, IL, 309-454-1611 

Brennan Heating & Cooling 
Jacksonville, IL, 217-245-7181 

C & K Heating & Cooling 
Lebanon, IL, 618-537-9528 

Climate Company, Inc. 
Breese, IL, 618-526-2135 

Davis Electric 
Rushville, IL, 217-322-6677 

Ernst Heating & Cooling 
Hamel, IL, 618-633-2244 

Fowler Heating & Cooling 
Marion, IL, 618-997-5288 

Henson Robinson Company 
Springfield, IL, 217-544-8451 

Jesse Heating and Air Conditioning 
Decatur, IL, 217-422-1744 

Champaign, IL, 217-352-8511 

Johnson Heating & A/C 
Kewanee, IL, 309-852-2610 

Kuchefski Heating & A/C, Inc. 
Danville, IL, 217-442-1454 

Long Heating & Cooling 
Macomb, IL, 309-837-4303 

Neuhaus Heating & A/C 
Litchfield, IL, 217-324-2818 

R & H Plumbing & Heating, Inc. 
Altamont, IL, 618-483-6159 

Rightnowar HVAC 
Keenes, IL, 618-732-8268 

South Side Hardware 
Greenfield, IL, 217-368-2705 

Steffen Heating & A/C, Inc. 
Effingham, IL, 217-342-2062 

Stevens Heating & Air Conditioning 
Quincy, IL, 217-222-5220 

Tarter Bros. Mechanical 
Lincoln, IL, 217-735-4117 

Weeke Sales & Service 
Okawville, IL, 618-243-5333 

Weidner Refrigeration, Inc. 
Divernon, IL, 217-628-3400 

Whitt Sales & Service, Inc. 
Farina, IL, 618-245-6404 

Geothermal systems provide us with a 
bountiful harvest of heating and cooling 
energy any day of the year. Propane 
and natural gas prices are on a dramatic 
increase and a GeoComfort geothermal 
system can provide you with a 
permanent “locked-in” low energy 
cost. It’s like owning your own power 
plant. 

Installing a geothermal heating and 
cooling system can save over 70% on 
monthly utility bills that use propane 
or natural gas. 

Designed to transfer the Earth’s free 
energy from the ground to your home, 
geothermal systems by GeoComfort will 
reduce your heating and cooling costs 
while improving your home comfort. 
GeoComfort heating and cooling 
systems use leading technology to 
produce top efficiencies in the HVAC 
industry. 

GeoComfort’s network of knowledgeable 
dealers can help you save up to 70% on 
your heating and cooling bills. We 
would be glad to help you with all your 
geothermal questions and needs. 

m 
Geothermal Heating, Cooling, and Hot 

Water Comfort Systems 
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I From Poles And Wire To High Tech 
The evolution of Illinois electric cooperatives 

"Overall co-op members want 
the same thing that every 
other electric consumer in 
Illinois wants-reliable and 

affordable electric service." 

In the mid 1930s only those rural farms and 
residences that could afford to pay construction 

charges ranging from $2,000 to $5,000 per mile, 
and had enough income to pay monthly energy 
charges, which typically ranged from 8 to 25 cents 
per kilowatt hour, could afford the luxury of elec¬ 
tric service. Consequently only 10 percent of rural 
America was electrified at that time. Rural Illinois 
residents wanted and needed electricity, hut it 
seemed like an impossible dream until the Rural 
Electrification Act (REA) was passed in 1935. 

Need and opportunity often partner to create 
solutions and before long, Illinois established a 
State Rural Electrification Committee, formed from 
the members of the various farm organizations, the 
State’s Department of Agriculture and the Illinois 
Commerce Commission. Combined with the efforts 
of hundreds of farmers who did the mandatory 
groundwork of promoting rural electrification and 
collecting the typical $5 membership fee, 27 elec¬ 
tric cooperatives had been organized by 1940. With 
loan funds provided through the REA, power lines 
were finally being constructed in rural Illinois. 

Although those early electric co-ops provided 
their members with the modern miracle of 
electricity, they were not very sophisticated by 
today’s standards. At least one of them provided its 
members with pre-addressed post cards as a means 

of outage notification, and 
generally speaking, all of 
them were just poles and 
wire companies who resold 
energy purchased through 
short-term contracts with 
the nearest investor-owned 
utilities. 

Those short-term sup¬ 
ply contracts subjected the 
co-ops to periodic and sub¬ 
stantial rate increases and 
it wasn’t long before co-op 

members and directors became disenchanted with 
their limited and expensive power supply options. 

It was Illinois’ own Abraham Lincoln who 
said, “Towering genius disclaims a beaten path. 
It seeks regions hitherto unexplored.” Appar¬ 
ently following that advice, several co-ops joined 
together with the City of Cairo in 1947 to seek 
alternative sources of generation, including tapping 

into the TVA system via transmission lines which 
they hoped to build from Illinois into Kentucky. 
Although that particular effort did not come to 
fruition, a number of co-ops did receive rate reduc¬ 
tions and were able to sign longer-term supply con¬ 
tracts as a result of the attempt. 

In the ensuing decades, Illinois co-ops con¬ 
tinued to pursue the goal of providing their mem¬ 
bers with safe, reliable and affordable service, a 
goal that eventually led to the construction of two 
co-op owned power plants in the Illinois by 1965. 

Now let’s fast-forward some 30 years to the era 
of deregulation. In 1996, Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission (FERC) Order 888 provided open 
access to the nation’s transmission grid. That 
change allowed some co-ops to purchase energy 
from power marketers and other providers at a 
lower cost than was available from their incumbent 
provider. However, over a period of time the mar¬ 
ket value of power began to increase again, creating 
the same price uncertainty in the late 1990s that 
co-ops experienced in the 1940s. Several co-ops 
found they could renew their alliances with the 
power supply co-ops at contract terms and rates 
more favorable than those available from the com¬ 
petitive wholesale market. 

At the present time, 25 co-ops are operating 
in our state. Of those 25, 11 receive power from 
the Soyland Power Cooperative of Jacksonville, 
six are members of the Southern Illinois Power 
Cooperative at Marion, three belong to the 
Wabash Valley Power Association headquartered in 
Indianapolis, Indiana, two purchase from Ameren, 
one is a member-owner of Wisconsin’s Dairy land 
Power Cooperative and two acquire their energy 
needs from power marketers. 

Although all 25 co-ops are the children of the 
same poles and wire company environment of the 
1940s, each has evolved into an entity that meets 
the unique needs of its members and geographic 
area. Combined, they provide a myriad of services 

(Continued on page 6) 

Mick Cummins is the former manager of 
SouthEastern Illinois Electric Cooperative. 
He recently retired from the co-op, but is 
still working as a consultant. 

The opinions and views of guest commen¬ 
tators are their own and may not represent 
those of the Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives or the electric co-ops of Illinois. 
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Contact your local dealer for more information 
Anna Benson Champaign Galva Jerseyville Taylorville 
Hartline Heating CIA Lanz Heating & Cooling Anderson Plumbing Vanavsdoll Htg.- Yard Htg. & Clg. 

& Cooling 309-394-2444 217-202-6858 & Heating A/C-Refrigeration 217-824-4737 
618-833-6802 Bloomington Cissna Park 309-932-2875 618-498-4349 Urbana 
Auburn CIA L & R Heating Marvel Marion Quality Plumbing, 
Lonnie L. Winn Heating 309-662-2222 & Cooling Inc. Lebeck Refrigeration Ponder Service, Inc. Heating & Air 

& Cooling SBC Heating 
& Air Conditioning Inc. 

815-867-6902 217-229-4295 618-997-8900 Conditioning 
217-438-1235 Decatur Hume Morton 217-328-5081 

Belleville 309-661-4328 Tica Inc. Htg. & Clg. Snyder Plumbing, H & H Mechanical Vandalia 
Sigman Heating 217-429-5741 Heating, Air 309-284-0099 Hunter Appliance 

& Air Conditioning, Inc. 
618-234-4343 

Jacobs Mechanical 
Services Inc. 

Effingham 
Merz Heating & A/C 

Conditioning 
& Electrical 

217-887-9068 

Newark 
Newark Mechanical Inc. 

Heating & Cooling 
618-283-3224 

618-529-2989 217-342-2323 815-695-1467 Waterloo 

Fairbury 
Popejoy Pig. & Htg. Inc. 
815-692-4471 

Ipava 
Woods Accu-Air Inc. 
309-833-1987 

Normal 
Frost Cooling 
309-862-2571 

Sigman Heating 
& Air Conditioning, 

618-234-4343 

CLIMATEMASTER 
Quality Geothermal Heating, Cooling and Hot Water www.climatemaster.com 

Pekin 
Central - Heating & A/C 
309-696-9080 

High Heating Costs Getting You Down? 
Let ClimateMaster Geothermal Heating and 

Cooling Systems Cure Your Pain 

Check out 
these advantages 

BT Uses nature’s renewable energy 

at Save up to 70% on heating costs 

at Comfortable and quiet 

at Clean and safe - no carbon monoxide 

at Free hot water 

at Tax credits in 2006 
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Winter 2006-07 Above Normal But Cool April Expected Despite the February arctic 

chill that caught most 

meteorologists by surprise, the 

winter of 2006-2007 will go 

down as warmer than normal. 

During December thru February 

total heating degree days were 

150 to 300 below average across 

Illinois. This translates to lower 

than normal amounts of energy 

usage for heating. Average 

temperatures were between 1 

and 4 degrees above normal for 

the winter season. 

As expected, the El Nino 

that persisted during December 

and January was the main reason 

for the overall milder winter. 

However, the unexpected rapid 

weakening of this El Nino led 

to the unpredicted much colder 

February. 

Over the last couple months, 

sea surface temperatures across 

the equatorial Pacific have 

April Temperature Outlook 

□ 
□ 
□ 

| | Above Normal 

□ slightly Above Normal 

| | Near Normal 

□ slightly Below Normal 

-300 HDD 

-250 HDD 

-200 HDD 

-150 HDD 

Dec thru Feb HDD 
Departure from Normal 

begun a cooling trend. As a 

result, the moderate El Nino 

that had been in place has 

weakened significantly. In April 

temperatures are expected to be 

somewhat cooler than average 

across portions of the Great 

Lakes, Ohio Valley, Northeast 

and Southeast. These April cool 

spells will likely conclude the 

heating season with a month 

that sees a slightly higher than 

normal amount of heating 

degree days. 

Source: EJS Weather, 

Newton, Ilk, go to www. 

ejsweather.com or call 618-783' 

3040. ■ 

(Continued from page 4) 

other than electricity, including water, sewers, 

Internet, propane, natural gas and home security, 

just to name a few. All utilize advanced technology 

to better serve their members. Today the same 

co-op that once provided its members with post 

cards to report outages, now remotely checks each 

of its 24,000 meters every hour to ensure service is 

available. 

Co-ops are installing innovative technology at 

a fast pace, but the co-op philosophy and principles 

remain unchanged and rock solid. Co-ops are still 

anchored to their local communities and base their 

decisions on what is best for the member-owners. 

Every co-op still holds an annual meeting 

where members elect other members to the board 

of directors, and learn about their co-op’s current 

operation and future plans. During such meetings, 

each co-op’s leaders discussed the option of par¬ 

ticipating in retail deregulation as provided by the 

Illinois Electric Service Customer Choice and Rate 

Relief Law of 1997. After evaluating the option 

to participate in retail choice, 24 cooperatives 

concluded that participation is just not in the 

best interest of their members at the present time. 

Observing the chaos caused by deregulation so far 

we should be thankful this decision remained under 

the control of locally elected co-op leaders. 

Overall co-op members want the same thing 

that every other electric consumer in Illinois 

wants—reliable and affordable electric service. The 

co-op form of business, where members own the 

utility, helps ensure that is what they will receive. 

Finally, our state has tremendous coal reserves, 

with an estimated capacity sufficient to power 

every home in Illinois for the next 1,000 years, and 

yet we continue to import coal and electric energy 

from other states, adding to the uncertainty of elec¬ 

tric energy price and supply. Illinois coal reserves 

provide us with the opportunity to construct mine 

mouth power plants utilizing available, proven, 

low emission technology. The construction and 

operation of such mine mouth generation would 

help stabilize future electric costs, provide needed 

employment, improve our tax base and lessen our 

dependence on foreign fuel. We can be the leader 

in energy independence if we are willing to fol¬ 

low Lincoln’s advice and, “...seek regions hitherto 

unexplored.” ■ 
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How To Receive Your Illinois Tax Refund Within One Week 

•SVVUW 

Nearly 300,000 Illinois taxpayers have already 
simplified their lives this year by filing their 

state taxes electronically, including more than 
21,000 who used the department’s free online 
WebFile program. 

“Two out of three taxpayers will get a state 
tax refund,” said Revenue Director Brian Hamer. 
“The easiest and fastest way for a taxpayer to get 
that refund is by filing electronically. It requires 
no special software, and taxpayers who try it tell 
us they are pleased at how easy it is to use.” 

Taxpayers who file their tax returns 
electronically and have their refunds direct 
deposited into their bank accounts will see 
their refunds in a week. Besides fast refunds, 
taxpayers who file electronically will make 
fewer mistakes that delay refunds, will get a 
confirmation number that proves that they filed, 
and can enjoy the convenience of filing from 
home. 

Taxpayers can get more information on 
electronic filing by visiting www.tax.illinois.gov. 

Entrepreneurship Education Needed In Schools Entrepreneurship is a hot topic these days. We are 
particularly encouraged by the number of programs 

available to high school and college students. The State 
of Iowa Department of Education has Entrepreneurial 
Education Consultants who work with businesses, students 
and educators to promote awareness of the possibilities 
students can have in starting their own business. The state 
entrepreneurship program has created a task force in the 
last year to find ways to offer more resources to potential 
business owners and students. 

“We many, many times raise students to be able to 
work for somebody, but they don’t honestly look at the 
mindset that they could create their own business and be 
an entrepreneur,” said Janet Woodruff, an Entrepreneurial 
Education Consultant in Iowa. “Some of the students are 
so creative and so innovative, especially with technology. 

There are so many things students can do.” 
One key point, states Woodruff is that “entrepreneurs 

help create jobs and stimulate the state’s economy.” 
Classes across the state of Iowa are offered to help 

build the foundation of what it takes to be successful as 
an entrepreneur. More and more high schools are adding 
entrepreneurship classes to their curriculum. 

To see what your state and others are doing to 
promote entrepreneurship, visit the Consortium for 
Entrepreneurship Education Web site at www.entre-ed.org. 
If you click on the “Take It On” link, you can then select 
your state and see programs and activities that are going 
on in your state. 
Source: Jack Schultz, CEO of Boomtown Institute and 
Agracel Inc. agurban@boomtowninstitute.com, 217-342- 
3000, www.boomtowninstitute.com 

Electric Co-op Director Receives National Biodiesel Award Jim Gay, soybean producer from 
Rockport and a director for Illinois 

Rural Electric Cooperative, received 
the 2007 National Biodiesel Board’s 
Pioneer Award in San Antonio, 
Texas at the Fourth Annual National 
Biodiesel Conference. The award 
honors individuals who served as 
visionary leaders in establishing the 
framework for the biodiesel industry. 

Gay was recognized for his long¬ 
time support of the biodiesel industry, 
which began in 1992 when he served 
as the organization’s original vice- 
president. Gay went on to become 
president, and served in that capacity 
for several years before his retirement 
from the organization. 

During his acceptance comments, 
Gay said he was amazed at how far 

the industry has come in such a short 
time. “You would all be surprised about 
what the first meeting looked like - it 
consisted of a few soybean farmers 
sitting around a table discussing the 
possibilities.” 

“I would like to congratulate Jim 
and thank him for his leadership 
and vision,” said Joe Jobe, CEO of 
the National Biodiesel Board. “His 
determination and persistence to 
get biodiesel to the marketplace 
exemplifies the true pioneer spirit, and 
for that, we are all extremely grateful 
to him.” 

Gay is also a leader at a pioneering 
electric cooperative. Illinois Rural 
Electric Cooperative is the first electric 
distribution co-op in the nation to 
build and operate a wind turbine. 

The turbine is also the first in western 
Illinois, where some of the best wind 
resources in the state are located. ■ 

Illinois soybean producer Jim Gay 

(center) was recently recognized as 

the Pioneer Award Winner by the 

National Biodiesel Board (NBB). NBB 

Chairman Darryl Brinkman (left) and 

CEO Joe Jobe (right) presented Gay 

with the award. 
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Illinois Sustainable Living and Wellness Expo April 13-14 Join more than 100 exhibitors 
and 30 presenters at the Illinois 

Wesleyan University Shirk Center in 
Bloomington to learn about the many 
aspects of sustainability and wellness. 

Other activities include a fuel-efficient 
vehicles demonstration, children’s 
carnival, labyrinth walks, free massages 
and organic food. The event is free and 
open to the public. The expo is open 

Friday, April 13 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
and Saturday, April 14 from 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. For more information go to 
http://ecologyactioncenter.org/islwe2/ 
index.html. ■ 

Electric Co-ops Purchase Investor-Owned Utility Territory Jo-Carroll Energy, headquartered in Elizabeth, 111., has 
completed its acquisition of electric and natural gas 

distribution assets from Interstate Power and Light Co., 
an Alliant Energy company. The transaction includes 
all former IP&L service areas in Carroll, Jo- Daviess and 
Whiteside counties. Rock County Electric Cooperative 
Association, headquartered in Janesville, Wise., also 
purchased South Beloit’s gas and electric utility, formerly 
owned by Alliant Energy. 

The sale process started in 2005 when Alliant Energy 
decided to sell its Illinois-based utility business. 

“This is an exciting time for the co-op and our new 
members,” said Jo-Carroll Energy President and CEO 
Michael blastings. “The acquisition will mean former 
IP&L customers will be able to participate, vote and 

even serve on the Jo-Carroll Energy board,” he said. 
Jo-Carroll Energy will now serve 20,000 members 

with electricity and 5,500 with natural gas. Rock County 
Electric will add 10,000 members to its existing 6,000 
membership. 

“Basically, we will be tripling in size,” Hastings said. 
The move will allow Jo-Carroll Energy to carry on its 
mission of serving its members at the lowest cost, he said. 

Shane Larson, CEO for Rock County Electric, said, 
“As a cooperative, we exist to provide reliable service at 
cost-of-service rates for our members and our members 
only—not far off shareholders. With the additional 
meters, the cooperative’s fixed costs are spread over more 
accounts, thus helping keep costs down for all of our 
members.” 

Durbin Says Rural Areas Need Broadband 
For Economic Development 
US. Senator Dick Durbin (D-IL) 

■hosted a Regional Broadband 
Summit in central Illinois to help raise 
awareness of broadband as a regional 
economic development tool. Durbin 
says a national policy is needed to 
accelerate the deployment of broad¬ 
band Internet service to rural areas. 

The summit was an opportunity 
for representatives from the business, 
education, healthcare and network 

provider sectors of central Illinois to 
share broadband successes, identify 
needs and help chart a collaborative 
course for a connected Illinois. Durbin 
also discussed legislation he intends 
to introduce to encourage the rapid 
deployment of high-quality, affordable 
broadband service, especially in rural 
areas. 

“Broadband is an essential com¬ 
ponent of our lives, at work and at 

“We need to close the digital divide, 
ensuring that rural Americans are 
not left behind in the 21st Century’s 
digital economy,” said Sen. Dick 
Durbin at a recent broadband 
summit he hosted in Springfield. 
“Whether it is through telephone 

wire, cable, fiber, satellite, wireless 
or any other medium, we need 
every existing and future broadband 

service provider to step up to the 
national challenge. ” 

home. It has become an essential ser¬ 
vice like water, gas and electricity,” 
said Durbin. “Yet, for too many people 
living in small communities today, 
broadband access is still not a reality.” 

Durbin pointed to a consortium of 
schools, universities, hospitals, economic 
development units, elected leaders and 
Internet service providers that have 
come together in southern Illinois to 
form an entity, Connect SI. “Connect 
SI is the type of public-private partnership 
that can break through the significant 
proprietary concerns that providers 
have about sharing their network 
resources in order to build detailed maps 
important to build out,” Durbin said. 

A recent study estimated the 
widespread adoption of basic 
broadband could add $500 billion 
to the U.S. economy and create 1.2 
million new jobs per year. The study 
also projected 1.2 million jobs could be 
created if next generation broadband 
technology were rapidly deployed. ■ 
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Inside Tips for Outdoor Electrical Safety 
With the welcome arrival of the 

spring and summer months, most 
of us will spend more time outdoors. 
While you enjoy the fresh air, don’t 
let a dangerous electrical hazard put 
you at risk. Be sure to exercise caution 
when using outdoor electrical appli¬ 
ances, equipment and tools. While 
you’re at it, make sure to steer clear 
of Mother Nature’s own brand of 
electricity - lightning. 

Here are some tips the Leviton Insti¬ 
tute recommends to keep you safe: 

Extension and Power Cords  
When using electric appliances like 

leaf blowers, lawnmowers or hedge 
trimmers, always make sure any exten¬ 
sion cord you use is rated for outdoor 
use. Make sure too that the cord isn’t 
too long or too thin, as it may not 
provide the proper amount of cur¬ 
rent to your appliance. The proper 
amperage required by most tools 
and appliances is usually displayed 
somewhere on them; make sure the 
extension cord you’re using is rated for 
this amperage. 

Standing on Shaky Ground  
How often have you seen a three¬ 

pronged (grounding) plug with either 
the third prong removed, or with all 
three prongs somehow jammed into a 
two-pronged extension cord? Plenty 
of times, no doubt. Never remove the 
grounding pin from a three-pronged 
plug. This sort of jury-rigging defeats 
the proper grounding of the appliance, 
rendering it unsafe. 

BBQ-Tips  
It may seem obvious, but never¬ 

theless it needs to be said: do not 
barbeque on an electric grill when it’s 
raining, or even just drizzling. Be sure 
to unplug the grill before cleaning it, 
and, as with all outdoor appliances, 
make sure the receptacle it’s plugged 
into is equipped with a Ground Fault 
Circuit Interrupter (GFCI) to prevent 
shock or electrocution. 

Spa Safety  
With all the water in and around 

them, pools, hot tubs and spas are 
dangerous areas for appliances and 
consumer electronics. Make sure all 
radios, TVs, blenders, etc. are clear of 
splashing or dripping water, and that 
all outlets nearby are GFCI equipped. 
If an electrical appliance falls into the 
water, shut off the circuit first before 
unplugging it. 

Stormy Weather  
It’s often said that lightning doesn’t 

strike the same place twice (actually 
it does, often more than twice on tall 

buildings), but it’s a proven fact that 
it does strike in the United States 
around 20 million times a year. 
If you see a storm approaching when 
you’re outside, try to find shelter 
indoors; if that’s not possible, get to a 
low area away from trees and crouch 
down. If you hear thunder, seek 
shelter, even under a clear blue sky. 
If you’re swimming in a pool, lake or 
the ocean, immediately swim to shore 
and find cover. If you’re in a water¬ 
craft, immediately get to shore. Don’t 
wait until the storm is on top of you; 
lightning can travel sideways up to 10 
miles. 
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years. The financial burden just to 
keep the doors open is overwhelming 
for many rural schools. Their build¬ 
ings are deteriorating, they’re experi¬ 
encing cuts in art, music and physical 
education programs, and the pos¬ 
sibility of consolidation is a constant 
threat. And because Illinois’ method 
of funding public education favors 
school districts with larger tax bases, 
our small, rural schools are hurting 
and tomorrow’s leaders are suffering 
the consequences. 

A tandem challenge is for teach¬ 
ers to provide the type of educational 
tools their students will need to com¬ 
pete for jobs in the future. They need 
challenging, progressive and tech¬ 
nologically advanced programs now. 
But achieving the next level beyond 
what’s required for students just to 
graduate simply may not be feasible 
for many rural schools without finan¬ 
cial help. But where can schools ob¬ 
tain funding to address either of these 
issues? One answer is through grants, 
and Illinois’ Touchstone Energy® 
electric cooperatives are doing their 
part to help. 

For the past eight years, Illinois’ 
Touchstone Energy electric coop¬ 
eratives have pooled money into a 

The writing 
has been on 
the chalkboard for 

O- •' M.M.CU kb lend, 

which is u.wd 

to promote the 

cooperative busi¬ 
ness model, educate the 

public about the Touchstone 
Energy brand, and provide funding 
for programs that improve the quality 
of life in rural Illinois. Because rural 
education is of increasing concern to 
so many electric cooperative members, 
the cooperative leaders voted in 2005 
to earmark $10,000 of those statewide 
funds for awarding grants of up to 
$ 1,000 to schools that best demon¬ 
strated their need for program funds. 

With assistance from Corn Belt 
Energy, an elec¬ 
tric cooperative in 
Bloomington that 
has run its own grant 
program for years, and 
an advisory commit¬ 
tee, the Touchstone 
Energy Classroom 
Empowerment Grant 
program was devel¬ 
oped and launched in 
2006. Four unbiased 
judges from outside 
the cooperative com¬ 
munity were asked to review the 
applications so there would be no 
question about fairness in awarding 
the grants. The applications were 
distributed to schools in October, 
and the response was overwhelming. 

Program administrators knew the 
program’s first year’s response could 
be light and set a goal of 30-40 ap¬ 
plications submitted, so when 87 
applications arrived, they were both 
surprised and pleased. The requests 
for funding in most cases were hum¬ 
ble, and the judges were impressed by 
the innovative ways schools could put 
grant money to use. 

In all, the grant program funded 
12 school programs for implementa¬ 
tion this year. Bryce Cramer, chair¬ 
man of the sub-committee overseeing 
the Touchstone Energy Classroom 
Empowerment Grant program and 
District Office and Member Services 
Manager at Egyptian Electric Coop¬ 

erative in Murphys- 
boro, says, “Schools 
in smaller communi¬ 
ties are notoriously 
under-funded when 
compared to ur¬ 
ban schools. These 
grants are providing 
tools and projects 
our schools need to 
provide educational 
opportunities our chil¬ 
dren deserve. As an 
added bonus, teachers, 

parents and school administrators will 
view the electric cooperatives as part¬ 
ners in the community. The grant pro¬ 
gram is a perfect fit with Touchstone 
Energy’s ‘commitment to community’ 
core value.” 
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he population of Coulterville 
deep in southwestern Illinois 

is 984- The tiny town doesn’t have 
interstate access and it is approxi- 
mately an hour’s drive from both Mt. 
Vernon and St. Louis. Yet, because 
of assistance from a Touchstone 
Energy Classroom Empowerment 
Grant, Coulterville eighth graders 
are embarking on a robotics program, 
something many larger urban schools 
won’t see anytime soon. 

Given the school’s financial situ¬ 
ation, it would have been easy for 
its science teachers to follow a basic 
and mundane curriculum that may 
not have challenged their students, 
hut they chose a different path. Proof 
of their progressive leadership lies in 
the opening paragraph of their grant 
application, which reads, ‘Coulter- 
ville Unit School District #1 has 
developed a plan that extends science 
education “Beyond the Classroom 
Window.” The goal is to make sci- 

From left: Egyptian Electric Coopera¬ 
tive Association President Allen Haake 
and Executive Vice President/General 
Manager Mark Stallons present a $900 
Touchstone Energy Classroom Empower¬ 
ment Grant check to Coulterville School 
District teachers Patricia Berry, Tracy 
Wolf and Olivia Parker and Superinten¬ 
dent Lou Oberneufemann. 

ence not only interesting to students, 
but also meaningful. Each area of 

science is not only organized accord¬ 
ing to grade level and state/national 
standards, but also involves action ac¬ 
tivities designed to create enthusiasm 
for learning. Many schools, regardless 
of where they’re located, could learn 
a lot from this “can do” attitude. 

The school, which is served by 
Egyptian Electric Cooperative in 
Steeleville, requested the grant to en¬ 
hance the scientific study of electricity 
by moving from electronic basics into 
advanced skills where students learn 
the “hands-on” basics of developing 
their own robots. The students build 
robots from kits and program them. 

Coulterville School District’s 
Dr. Louis Obernuefemann thanked 
Egyptian Electric Cooperative for 
the grant, saying, “The students have 
started construction and the excite¬ 
ment is soaring. When they complete 
their projects, I will send you some 
photographs of their accomplishments. 
With your help.. .we shape the future.” 
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Teachers Wolf and Berry prepare a demonstration showing the type of robotics technology their eighth grade students are learning 
about and constructing. The robotics program is funded in part by a Classroom Empowerment Grant. 



Scales Mound High School Science Teacher Keith Hasselbacher (standing at right 
center) and some of his students proudly display two Classroom Empowerment 
Grant checks totaling $1,915 that will fund new electronics courses. The checks 
were awarded by Charlie DeLoach, Director of Communications at Jo'Carroll 
Energy (standing at far left). 

eith Hesselbacher submitted 
two of the 87 Touchstone Em 

ergy Classroom Empowerment grant 
applications in 2006. Even after 42 
years teaching and 39 years of rum 
ning the clock at Galena football, 
volleyball, baseball and basketball 
games, he just can’t seem to let go of 
school involvement. Hesselbacher 
took over the reins as science teacher 
at Scales Mound High School in tiny 
Scales Mound near the Illinois-WiS' 
consin border four years ago. Always 
an advocate for the students, Hes- 
selbacher felt they should have access 

to more technologically challenging 
coursework. The school didn’t have 
the money to fund the programs, so 
he applied for two grants. One grant 
application requested supplies and 
equipment to create an introduc¬ 
tory electronics course for studying 
circuitry. A second grant application 

requested funding for the start up of a 
more advanced class that delved into 
bread boarding, where students could 
learn about transistors and diodes. 

Because of his articulate and 
persuasive grant applications, judges 
awarded Hesselbacher funding for 
both programs for which he requested 
funding. Jo-Carroll Energy provides 
power to Scales Mound High School, 
and when Charlie DeLoach, Direc¬ 
tor of Communications at the co-op, 
learned that Hesselbacher and Scales 
Mound High School were awarded not 
just one, but two grants, worth $1,915, 
he knew he wanted to prepare a spe¬ 
cial surprise presentation that would 
involve Hesselbacher’s students too. 

On January 3, when DeLoach 
walked into Hesselbacher’s class with 
two oversized grant checks and local 
media in tow, Hesselbacher, though 
confused at first, soon realized that 

he had been awarded the grants for 
his programs and found it hard to 
conceal is enthusiasm. He said, “I’m 
very happy and very surprised. This is 
going to give the students the oppor¬ 
tunity to find out about basic circuits 
and some of the electrical compo¬ 
nents such as capacitors and diodes 
that are used in many, many areas to¬ 
day with all the electronic equipment 
we have. For the students to have a 
chance to see these first hand and 
work with them I think is certainly a 
great opportunity for them.” 

A few days later during halftime 
at the Scales Mound boy’s varsity bas¬ 
ketball game, Hesselbacher was again 
honored by the school’s superinten¬ 
dent for receiving the grant awards. 

Hesselbacher is a perfect example 

of how it’s not the size of the school 
that determines students’ success...it’s 
the size of the heart. 
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Partington Elementary School in 
the Bluford School District near 

Mt. Vernon is a minority even among 
rural schools today. With just over 50 
students in grades K-8, it’s the next 
closest thing to a modern day one- 
room schoolhouse. Monte Jo Clark 
is practically a “one woman show” at 
the school. She serves as the school’s 
Superintendent and Principal, and in 
the past has also coached, taught and 
at times acted as janitor and school 
nurse. When asked if she also drove a 
school bus, she remarked that she ac¬ 
tually had in the past but didn’t renew 
her license for this year. 

The school is quite tiny and space 
is at a premium. In fact, she fondly 

refers to one multi-purpose area of the 
school as the “cafe-gymna-torium” 
because all drama and musical produc¬ 
tions, daily meals and physical activi¬ 
ties occur in the same space. 

The tiny school understandably 
has a small budget but is known in 
the area for its theatrical and musical 
productions. Clark said, “The fine arts 
program encompasses kindergarten 
through eighth grade and we really 
take pride in stage productions and 
lots of musical presentations where we 
need good quality sound equipment.” 
While the productions are something 
the students all look forward to, they 
also learn a lot behind the scenes 
about set development and gain per¬ 

Farrington Elementary School was awarded a $500 Classroom Empowerment Grant 
for new auditorium sound equipment. Here, students pose with their Principal/Super¬ 
intendent Monte Jo Clark (standing at right); and Marcia Scott, General Manager of 
Tri-County Electric Cooperative and school alum (standing at left). 

sonal growth through acting, singing 
and dancing. 

But the program’s future was in 
jeopardy because the 20-year-old equip¬ 
ment used for the productions was quick¬ 
ly deteriorating. When Clark saw in her 
local newspaper that Touchstone Energy 
cooperatives were awarding grants for 
schools she donned her grant-writing 
hat and seized the opportunity. When 
the grant awards were announced, and 
Clark discovered that she’d won a grant, 
she was elated. She said, “The day before 
our Christmas program we blew out 
our main speakers rendering the entire 
sound system useless, so now not only 
do we need a sound board, we also need 
speakers, and this money will help to 
pay for the equipment.” 

In a school that’s limited in oppor¬ 
tunities it’s nice to know that the elec¬ 
tric cooperatives could help to preserve 
a program that’s so important to the 
students, faculty and parents. So, with 
help from Touchstone Energy Class¬ 
room Empowerment Grants, Farrington 
School’s cafe-gymna-torium will again 
be transformed into this area’s “Little 
Broadway.” 

The three schools highlighted in 
this story are typical rural schools. The 
communities may be small and under 
funded, but thanks to grant opportuni¬ 
ties like the Touchstone Energy Class¬ 
room Empowerment Grant program 
combined with innovative ideas gener¬ 
ated by teachers and school administra¬ 
tors, students are reaping the rewards of 
a winning equation, 

Touchstone Energy 
Cooperatives Touchstone Energy coopera¬ 

tive leaders and school leaders 
recognize that the grant program is 
worth far more than the $10,000 
awarded this year - it has brightened 
the future of many rural children, 
and no value can be placed on 

that. Because so many more deserving 
schools need the cooperatives’ help, 
cooperative leaders have voted to not 
only continue the program for another 
year, but to double the available fund¬ 
ing from $10,000 to $20,000. They feel 
it best emulates Touchstone Energy’s 
four core values of integrity, account¬ 
ability, innovation and commitment to 
community. 

Touchstone Energy cooperatives 
will be distributing Classroom Empower¬ 
ment Grant applications the first week 
of September. The application deadline 

has been set for September 30, and 
grant award announcement will be 
made in mid-December. Information 
about the grant program and applica¬ 
tion process will be announced in 
upcoming issues of Illinois Country 
Living magazine, cooperative publica¬ 
tions, and in statewide educational 
bulletins. If you have questions about 
the grant program, contact your local 
Touchstone Energy electric coop¬ 
erative. For more information about 
Touchstone Energy, log on at www. 
touchs toneenergy. coop. 
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Ways To Lower Your Stress 
Is your stress spilling over on your children? 

r-mmr 
rn 

“Research has shown 
a connection between 
having a stressful day 
at work and the way 
parents interact with 

their children" 

April is Prevent Child Abuse Month. Although 
abuse is something we know and agree we are 

against, expressions of it can slip out, or erupt 
suddenly from, even a pleasant well-intentioned 
parent when circumstances have become highly 
stressed or overloaded. 

Research has shown a connection between 
having a stressful day at work and the way parents 
interact with their children and each other at the 
end of the day. When we are stressed it is easier to 
be impatient and over-reactive, or withdrawn and 
less attentive with our kids and spouse. 

Most of us would agree that it is important to 
reserve time and energy each day for the people 
who mean the most in our lives. What if we find 
ourselves depleted at the end of the day? Taking 
steps to make a positive transition between work 
and home life is one way of re-energizing ourselves 
to be able to give to our family. Consider these 
strategies from Intentional Harmony: Managing Work 
and Life, University of Illinois Extension for re¬ 
uniting with your kids and partner: 
• Make necessary phone calls BEFORE you pick 

up the kids. (This helps free you to give your 
attention to them instead of 
work.) 

• Create a “hello” ritual. It may be 
as simple as a hug, kiss or special 
endearment you repeat, or as 
structured as “Everyone think of 
and tell one good thing that hap¬ 
pened today.” 

• Focus on the KIDS in the car on 

the way home. Ask about their day. (“Who did 
you play with today” or “What did you learn 
about today?”) Tell them how much you thought 
about them or missed them during the day. 

• Recognize when your kids do fall apart on you 
that they have been good all day and you are a 
SAFE person to fall apart with. (They need you 
to not fall apart when they do.) 

• Change clothes. Make a rule that everyone puts 
on ‘play’ clothes when they get home. (Then 
don’t forget to play some!) 

• Eat a healthy snack like yogurt or fruit together 
when you get in (to lessen your hunger and stress 
with getting supper on the table). 

So what if it has been a really bad day or 
you’ve gotten into a negative pattern of interaction 
with those you love? All of us can have bad days 
when we act in ways that we are not proud of. It’s 
when it becomes a habit, a typical way of reacting 
and responding, that it is vital to stop and change 
the direction we are going. 
• Take some time before you pick up the kids 

or enter your home to regroup. If that is not 
possible, you may need to tell your kids and part¬ 
ner you need a few minutes alone. 

• Instead of rehearsing over and over negative 
emotions and thoughts of the day, purposely 
make a decision “I’m not going to let work prob¬ 
lems ruin my time with my family.” 

• Recognize simple environmental changes that 
can help you calm down and lighten up. Put 
on music you enjoy that lightens or calms your 
mood, or do something active like dance while 
you make dinner or go for a walk or bike ride 
with the kids. Activity is a great way to change 
our mood and get a handle on our stress so 
that we can reestablish positive patterns of 
interaction. 

• Enjoy your family. As you pour out your love and 
joy to them, the spillover effect will again be 
put in motion. Only this time instead of leaving 
stress you will leave joy. ■ 

Patti Faughn, Family Life 
Educator,University of Illinois Exten- 
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sion, Springfield Center, 217-782-6515, . to? Jr 
pfaughn@uiuc.edu. 
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Take Charge BEFORE 
Power Goes Out! 

www.powernow.com 

TRUST THE 
PROVEN EXPERTS 
AT BRIGGS & 
STRATTON 
• Free In-Home 

Estimates 

• Turn-Key Packages 

• Expert Installation 
and After-Sale 
Support 

Eastern Illini 
Electric 

Cooperative 
800-824-5102 

618-783-8765 

Builders, Inc 
QUALITY IS AFFORDABLE 

*n^. 
Call today and ask about our 

monthly specials! 
WE CUSTOM DESIGN TO YOUR SPECIFICATIONS 

Blitz Buildings are built to last! ^ eXp^FIGnce 

Over12,000 buildings 
constructed 

Blitz Builders #1 in Value 
www. blitz build ers.com 

Select^ 
One'-Voy 
Vetctuves 
Dr. John Ronan DDS 

& Associates 
Can Offer You 

Dentures, Partials 
& Extractions 

ONE-DAY SERVICE] 
DENTURES^% PARIES 

1$12W \$154 

Oftice Hours: Monday-Friday 8 to 4 
Call for an Appointment 

(217-479-8444) 
(1-877-565-8981) 

1201 W. Walnut, Jacksonville, IL 62650 
Payment Accepted 

Cash, Mastercard or Visa 
A/o Personal Checks 

KILL LAKE WEEDS 
Proven AQUACIDE PELLETS 

destroy unwanted underwater weeds. 

Spread marble sized 
pellets like grass 
seed. Effectively kills 
weeds at any depth. 

Registered with the 
Federal Environmental 
Protection Agency. 

Certified and approved for use by state 
agencies. 101b. can treats up to 4,000 sq.ft, 
of lake bottom, $72.00. 501b. carton 
treats up to 20,000 sq.ft, of lake bottom, 
$281.00. Prices include delivery charges. 
Delivery F.O.B. White Bear Lake, MN. 
State permit may be required. 

CALL TOLL FREE 800-328-9350 
Call 651-429-6742 • Fax 651-429-0563 

Or write for FREE information to: 

AQUACIDE CO. 
Our 52nd year 
1627 - 9th Street, DEPT. 437, Box 10748, 

White Bear Lake, MN 55110-0748 

www.KillLakeWeeds.com • info@KillLakeWeeds.com 



I » For The Future Mont A Tree 
On Arbor Day plant the right tree, one for your grandkids. 

IHI 

"This winter's weather should 
have impressed most of us that 

trees need to be well-shaped 
with strong branches." 

The last Friday of this month is Arbor Day, or 

more technically according to the state statute 

that designates it, Arbor and Bird Day. 

Everyone should plant a tree this year. Even 

if you don’t have room for it on your property, and 

some of us fit that boat but haven’t really accepted 

it yet, look for some place else. Consider a park. A 

cemetery. A schoolyard. A nursing home. Make 

sure to get permission first. 

The Chinese have a great saying - don’t plant 

a tree for yourself, but for your grandkids. 

Trees and birds go hand in hand, sort of. Birds 

have a hard time surviving without trees. It’s hard 

to say the reverse is true, though birds do a great 

job disseminating seeds all over the place that 

give many trees a start. Of course sometimes they 

do that while sitting on power lines. That keeps 

your electric co-op right of way crews busy. Make 

sure you don’t add to the problem by planting tall 

growing trees too close to power lines. This winter’s 

ice storms were a good reminder of why power lines 

and trees don’t mix. 

This winter’s weather should have impressed 

most of us that trees need to be well-shaped with 

strong branches. Fast growing trees may be good for 

providing quick shade, but they also quickly snap 

during ice and snow storms, not to mention the 

ever popular tornadoes that spread across the state. 

If you wanted a rule of 

thumb, you could say that 

any tree that grows more 

than 2 to 3 feet in one year 

should be avoided. Faster 

growth usually means weaker 

wood, which usually means 

more kindling to start fires. 

The ideal tree should 

grow at least 12 to 18 inches 

yearly during its first 20 or so years, though flower¬ 

ing cherries, dogwoods and redbuds usually slow 

down before that. 

If I had to stress three points, it would be these: 

1. Dig a wide hole, but not deep. The wider 

the better. 

A wide hole allows the roots to spread out. 

Roots would rather go out to brace the tree. 

More importantly, they spread out to look for water 

and nutrients, which are more abundant in the 

upper 12 to 18 inches of soil than down deep. If 

you have clay soil, the roots are probably closer to 

the surface, looking for air. 

A deep hole will only allow the tree to sink, so 

the tree’s natural flare isn’t at ground level. 

Don’t expect trees that you buy to have the 

flare at ground level. You may have to brush some 

soil away from the trunk of the tree to see just 

where the roots meet the trunk, and plant the tree 

at that level. 

2. Buy a tree with a straight leader and not 

one that is split into two, three or more. 

Single leader trees don’t split. Or at least, they 

don’t split as easily. Silver maples are notorious for 

having two leaders, or main trunks. You can notice 

the Y-shape to the tree easily. While it looks like 

the leaders have grown together where they meet, 

they haven’t. There is no shared bark, which means 

the tree will break. The tighter the angle between 

the branches, the more likely there’s no bark 

strength. Bradford ornamental pears are another 

classic example, though there are some ornamen¬ 

tals with the proper 45 to 60 degrees between 

branches. 

Look a tree over carefully. Bigger isn’t always 

better. Getting a straight tree is important. If you 

can’t find one with a single leader, get your pruners 

out after planting and pick the straightest and 

strongest looking one. Remove the other. 

3. Trees need care for the first 10 years, not the 

first month. Keep no more than 4 inches of mulch 

around the base of the tree to repel the lawn mower 

and help control weeds. Water the tree religiously 

during the first 10 years if the plant doesn’t get an 

inch of water at least once every two weeks. 

There’s no need to fertilize the tree right 

away. As the years go by and the tree isn’t growing 

enough, apply some fertilizer in the fall. Generally, 

if you’re feeding your grass, the tree will benefit. 

Watch for insects, diseases and four-legged 

creatures that might cause injury, but relish the 

thought that you’re providing perches and nesting 

areas for our feathered friends. ■ 

David Robson is an Extension Educator, 

Horticulture, at the Springfield Extension 

Center, University of Illinois Extension, 

P.0. Box 8199, Springfield, II62791. 

Telephone: 217-782-6515. 

E-mail: drobson@uiuc.edu. 
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POND & LAKE LINERS 
Custom Sizes • Reinforced Material 

$.39/SQ. FT. or Less 

• STRENGTH • 

• COMMITMENT • 
• GUARANTEED CONTAINMENT • 

Come For 

The Selection! 
'ncer Buy For 

The Price! 

IX 24 2 Log 
w/70 HP Suzuki 4-Stroke 
Motor & Custom Trailer 

IX 24 Tri Log 
w/115 HP Suzuki 4-Stroke 
Motor & Custom Trailer 

LX 20 Fish LSK Edition 
w/40 HP Suzuki 4-Stroke 
Motor & Custom Trailer 

nr 

Sales: 1-800-542-3846 
Service: 417-588-3550 

Hwy. 64 & Bennett St. Lebanon, MO 

#1 Sundancer Dealer 
Suzuki Super Service Award Winner 

SUZUKI 
MUmHE 

THE POWER BEHIND THE BEST BOATS™ 

America’s Oldest & Largest Rare Breed Hatchery 
FREE COLOR CATALOG 

Over 140 varieties of Baby Chicks, Bantams, 
Turkeys, Guineas, Peafowl, Game Birds, 
Waterfowl. Also Eggs, Incubators, Books, 
Equipment and Medications. 

Call 1-800-456-3280 
(24 hours a day) 

Murray McMurray Hatchery, 
Cl 32, Webster City, Iowa 50595-0458 
Website: http://www.mcmurrayhatchery.com 

LOWEST COST 
Term Life Insurance 

Issue ages through 90 

AGE $100,000 $250,000 
45 12.78 22.75 
55 16.19 31.28 
65 31.06 68.47 
Rates figured on monthly cost for female non-tobacco users. 

RAMLET & ASSOC, INC. 

(800) 933-6354 
TALIC FORM NO. 1-32207-198 

Farm Tours 
HAWA// 
4 Islands-15 days 

The Best Escorted Vacation You'll Ever Find! 

Maui, Oahu, Kauai and Hawaii... 
Departs Mondays and Thursdays in January 2008, Includes 
Inter island airfare. Hawaiian owned hotels, transfers, and 
baggage handling. Escort on each island. Staying in Oahu, 
Hawaii (Kona & Hilo), Maui and Kauai. Sightseeing includes 
Honolulu City Tour with Pearl Harbor, Volcano National 
Park, Kona Coffee Plantation Tour, Parker Cattle Ranch 
Museum, Orchid Nursery, Macadamian Nut Factory Tour, 
Wailua Riverboat Cruise, Fern Grotto, Plus more as listed in 
brochure. So call today and make your reservations. 
*Air Fare extra and starts at $700 p.p. 

Carefree Vacations Since 1967 

Your Man Tours 
Call for free brochure 800-888-8204 

ITAGE 
BUILDING SYSTEMS® 

Established 1979 

A Built To Last 

30’x 40’x 10’ $5,975 

40’x 60’x 12’ $10,294 

60’x 100’x 16’ $25,886 

Since 1979 Heritage Building Systems’ 
focus has been to provide the 
industry with the finest quality, best 
looking pre-engineered steel 
structures at the lowest possible price. 

f Lebanon Suzuki-Kawasaki Inc. 

1.800.643.5555 
www.heritagebuildings.com 



"Simply put, cellulose, which 
is made from recycled 
newspapers, is the best 

choice for attic insulation." 

This month, we are looking at energy efficiency 
improvement tip Number 3. I assume you have 

read energy improvement tip Number 1 - the 
installation of a water heater insulating blanket, 
and energy efficiency improvement tip Number 2 
- the purchase of compact fluorescent lights. Many 
of you have let me know that you did those. If you 
haven’t done them, you should go back and do so. 

Now for energy efficiency improvement tip 
Number 3. Summer is almost here and your attic is 
heating up and your air conditioning unit will soon 
be running hard. This also means that your electric 
meter will he spinning away. Did you know that 
during the summer your attic could get hotter than 
the desert? To keep that summer heat from toasting 
your house and draining your pocketbook, let’s add 
cellulose insulation NOW. 

If you have less than nine inches of insulation 
in your attic, add cellulose insulation until you 
have at least 12 inches installed. 

Why cellulose, you ask? Simply put, cellulose, 
which is made from recycled newspapers, is the best 
choice for attic insulation. 

If at all possible, inspect any ductwork located 
in your attic for leaks before adding the insulation. 

You can do this by turning 
the thermostat to “fan on.” 
Dampen your finger and 
move it along your ductwork 
and feel for leaks. Start at 
the unit and go to the end of 
each section of duct. 

While you are working 
in the attic, please remem' 

her to be careful so that you don’t fall through 
the ceiling. Many serious accidents occur while 
working in attics! 

You may find that some of the duct system 
leaks are so bad that you can see and hear them. 
Once you find a leak, seal it. Do not use regular 
duct tape, however. Instead use duct mastic or 
metallic duct tape. 

Now add the insulation. If your ductwork is 
lying directly on your ceiling rafters, spray the cel¬ 
lulose over the ductwork. 

If you live near one of the larger home 
improvement stores, you may be able to buy the 
cellulose insulation and install it yourself. If not, 
there are companies located across the state that 

will install cellulose insulation for you. Just check 
the Yellow Pages of your phonebook. 

Why do I say, “Do it now?” The answer is 
simple. If we have our typically hot summer, you 
could easily save a good percentage on your cooling 
costs by the end of the summer. 

In addition, be sure to keep your invoice for 
the insulation purchases because this improvement 
should qualify for a tax deduction for 2007. 
The tax deduction, combined with your energy 
savings for the summer, could possibly pay for this 
improvement by the end of the first summer. 

Tax credits are available for many types of 
home improvements including adding insulation, 
replacement windows, and certain high efficiency 
heating and cooling equipment. The maximum 
amount of homeowner credit for all improvements 
combined is $500 during the two-year period of the 
tax credit. This tax credit applies to improvements 
made to your primary residence from Jan. 1, 2006 
through Dec. 31, 2007. 

So don’t delay. Do it NOW! 
In the meantime, please remember you can call 

me at the office at 501-653-7931 with any other 
energy efficiency questions you may have. 

P.S. Aren’t you glad we have cooling systems 
in our homes? I simply could not live without it. 

Doug Rye will be visiting southern Illinois to 
help you lower your utility bills. 

The electric cooperatives of southern Illinois 
are hosting three Residential Energy Audit 
Workshops at 6:30 p.m. Please call to reserve seating. 

April 9, 2007 
Hecker Community Center, 

Becker - 800-757-7433 

April 10, 2007 
World Shooting Complex, 

Sparta- 800-606-1505 

April 11, 2007 
Shawnee Community College, 

Ullin- 800-762-1400 ■ 

Doug Rye, the “Doctor of Energy 
Efficiency-the King of Caulk and Talk” 
can be heard on several different Illinois 
radio stations. Or you can go to his Web 
site at www.dougrye.com, e-mail him at 
info@philliprye.com, or call 888-Doug- 
Rye or 501-653-7931. You can also sign 
up for a free newsletter and order his 
“how to” videotapes. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 



imrmrnrTi 
*31! EXPERT 

TAILORING 

Finest fabrics including permanent 
press and wash & wear. Superior 

quality. Free color catalog and 
fabric swatches on request. 

GUARANTEED SATISFACTION 

Call Toll Free: 1-800-826-8612 

EGENCY 
tttsrra.mzi.-.-W 

www.rcgown.com 

P.O. Box 8988-ICL Jacksonville, FL 32211 

HUfeBuilding Solutions” 
.. .with integrity! 
A Professional service, quality products 

Supplying a variety ^ Pointed metal and many sizes available 
of quality buildings Engineered buildings and kits available 

designed to meet ☆ Fully insured for your protection 
Your needs. Call today for ft ^fl(. ^ ^ are O[[e0ec/ 

a FREE brochure 

and estimate! 

1-800-582-BARN (2276) 
nationalbarn.eom 

Log On! For Pricing, Photos, Brochure, FAQ... 

“The Original” 
OUTSIDE 

WOODBURNING 
FURNACE 
"Since 1976" 

www.hardyheatet.com 

8ates@hardyhealer.com 

All stainless steel construction 

Heats home and household 

hot water 
10-year warranty 

Connects to your existing 
central duct 

or hydronic system 

Standard with bronze 

circulator pump and automatic 

draft combustion 
blower, and grates 

Units from 100,000 to 250,000 

BTU’s output 
Financing Available fww} 

Dealer Inquiries Welcome 

Hardy Manufacturing 
Company, Inc. 

12345 Road 505 
PHILADELPHIA. MS 39350 

(1-800-542-7395) 

Prices starting at 
$13,900.00 

Featuring 29 ga. colored metal attached with screws, 
-^factory engineered trusses set on 5' centers, 5x5 treated^jF 

posts set on 10' centers with v-braces on all sidewall posts, 
w. with 2x6 wall girts. Includes prehung walk-in-door, ^ 

12' sliding door, eave trim and rat guard. Erected on 
your property. Moderate freight charge may apply. 

BOCO BUILDINGS 
* 1-800-342-8345 * 

We carry Workmen's Compensation and a Member of 8BB 

- WITH THE AMAZING DR® 
FIELD AND BRUSH MOWER! 

Improves wildlife 

habitat, creates 

wildflower meadows, 

keeps woodlotsfree 

^\of underbrush, 

■k builds trails, 

restores pastures! 

Attaching implements to a 
three-point hitch has never been 

fast, safe or easy. Until now! 

Available for Category I & II 

UEltalJaak 
Rapid Hitch System 

Just Back Up, Hook Up, & Drive Away! 

RECLAIM OVERGROWN LAND 

Pre-Season \ 

CUTS DOWN AND savings NoW|  
CHOPS tall field grass, v £ffect\ / 

weeds, even saplings up to % "f — 5* 

2-1/2" thick! V 

\ / For Free Details Call TOLL-FREE 

1-888-213-1201 
|Vj YES! Please send me without obligation your Catalog 

and DVD all about the exciting new DR® FIELD and BRUSH RECLAIMS pastures, meadows, 

trails, fencelines, woodlots of over¬ 

grown vegetation. 

MOWER, including details of models, powered attachments, 

factory-direct prices and seasonal savings now in effect. 

Name POWERFUL with up to 17 HP... 

4 speeds, reverse, lockable differential, 

electric clutch, and electric-start! 

Address 

State 

In just 20 seconds, your implement is connected! Once the DeltaHook® is installed on 
the tractor and implements, there are no more pins to attach or adjustments to make! 
DeltaHook® Rapid Hitch System'" is the fast, safe, and easy way to attach implements. 
Don’t waste any more of your time with that unsafe, outdated hitching system. 
Call 866-833-1160 (toll free) today for more information and discover the 
DeltaHook® difference! 

CONVERTS IN SECONDS 
to mow your lawn or throw snow with 

optional attachments. 

Manufactured by 

E-Mail  

DR® POWER EQUIPMENT Dept. 57552X 

127 Meigs Road, Vergennes, VT 05491 

www. DRfield brush.com © 2007 CHP, me. 

Alexanden 
EQUIPMENT CO., LLC 

P.O. Box 694, Greenville, SC 29602 
866.833.1160 • Fax: 864.233.5140 
www.deltahook.com 



Take A Trip Through History 
This summer, travel through time. 

The history that shapes our souls 
and teaches our children is preserved 
by the U.S. National Park Service, 
which has developed numerous histor¬ 
ical sites including the scenes of two 
of this country’s most pivotal battles. 
These national treasures await time 
travelers like you. 

On the green expanse of Pennsyl¬ 
vania’s Gettysburg National Military 
Park, follow the footsteps of Civil War 
soldiers who clashed in the Battle of 
Gettysburg in 1863 as the fate of the 
nation hung in the balance. Imagine 
Pickett’s Charge on that sultry July 
day, which was doused in smoke and 
flames as the cannons spewed iron 
into the valley. 

Stand atop the rolling prairie hills 
in Montana where the winds blew ! 

across the last breath of Lt. Col. 
George A. Custer in the Battle of the 
Little Bighorn. Imagine the desperate 
battle that changed the course of his¬ 
tory for the American Indians. 

The country was in a fateful clash 
in July 1863 when the Union and 
Confederate armies met at the Battle 
of Gettysburg. The Union victory 
ended the Confederacy hopes for in¬ 
dependence. 

Today, the 6,000-acre battlefield 
park preserves the historic scene of 
the battle, including many of the 22 
farms that existed on the site in 1863. 

“It’s a beautiful rural landscape, 
with a few additions. Because it was 
such an important event in American 
history, the soldiers that survived the 

battle of Gettysburg much later in 
their lives worked to put monuments 
here so people would not forget what 
happened here,” says Katie Lawhon, 
public affairs specialist with the park. 

The rural landscape is marked with 
more than 1,300 monuments, includ¬ 
ing 400 major sculptures, and more 
than 400 Civil War cannons. 

“So, besides the beautifully pre¬ 
served Civil War battlefield, Get¬ 
tysburg is also the largest collection 
of outdoor sculpture in the world,” 
Lawhon says. 

What to see and do 
The site lends itself to walkers, bik¬ 

ers and even horseback riders as 36 
miles of historic avenues lead visitors 
around the park. There is no fee for 
entrance to the park. 



“Plan to spend some time walking 
on the battlefield. It’s when you step 
away from your car and get off the 
roadway and start walking into those 
fields or into some woods, that’s when 
you get a better sense of the soldier’s 
perspective,” she says. 

From mkbjune to mid-August, park 
rangers lead walks throughout the 
battlefield, giving more than 20 inter¬ 
pretive talks a day. Young visitors can 
enlist in the Army to learn about being 
a soldier during the Civil War or listen 
to stories of Civil War adventures. 

Weekend encampments by Civil 
War re-enactors from April through 
October also take visitors back in time. 

Every visit should include a stop 
at the Soldiers’ National Cemetery 
where 3,500 Union soldiers were 
buried and where President Abraham 
Lincoln so eloquently entwined the 
tragic sacrifices of the battle with the 
hopeful message of creating a better 
nation during his two-minute Gettys¬ 
burg Address on Nov. 19, 1863. 

“It’s an amazing speech. It’s more 
amazing when you read it and think 
about it while walking amid the 
graves,” Lawhon says. 

More details: 
For more details on the Gettysburg 

National Military Park, visit www.nps. 
gov/gett/index.htm/. Visitor informa¬ 
tion may also he obtained by calling 

717-334-1124, ext. 431. 

Battle of the Little Bighorn 
In 1876, two cultures clashed in 

a struggle on the rolling prairies of 
Montana in another historically sig¬ 
nificant battle. Some 263 soldiers and 
other personnel of the U.S. Army 
died at the hands of several thousand 
Lakota and Cheyenne warriors. 

The site is now preserved by the 
National Park Service as the Little Big¬ 
horn Battlefield National Monument. 

“It was considered the high water 
mark of the Indian wars, just like Get¬ 

Gettysburg National Military Park is marked with more than 1,300 monuments, includ¬ 
ing 400 major sculptures—the largest collection of outdoor sculpture in the world. 

tysburg was considered the high mark of 
the Civil War. This is where it reaches 
its height. A lot of important people 
were in the battle,” says Ken Woody, 
chief of interpretation at the site. 

“The site memorializes the last 
armed effort of the Northern Plains 
Indians to preserve their way of life,” 
Woody says. 

What to see and do 
Two areas of Little Bighorn, located 

near Crow Agency, Mont., encompass 
765 acres—the Little Bighorn Battle¬ 
field National Monument, where the 
battle ended, and the Reno-Benteen 
Battlefield five miles to the south, 
where the battle began. 

At the visitor center, tourists 
will find the personal possessions of 
Custer, which were donated by his 
wife. The lives of the American In¬ 
dians and the U.S. Army scouts are 
also depicted. 

Continue on the sidewalk about 
50 yards to Last Stand Hill, “which 
is one of the most famous hills in the 
West, where Custer was found dead,” 
Woody says. A memorial on Last 
Stand Hill stands over the mass grave 

of the Seventh Cavalry soldiers, U.S. 
Army scouts and other personnel 
killed in battle. 

During the summer season, ranger 
talks every 45 minutes focus on the 
battle, the soldiers and the American 
Indian encampment. 

“We really hope to break the myths 
that surround the battle,” Woody says. 
“We really want them to come away 
from here with a humanization of 
both sides. Everyone here was doing 
what they thought was right.” 

More details: 
For more details on the Little 

Bighorn Battlefield National Monu¬ 
ment, visit www.nps.gov/lihi. Visitor 
information may also be obtained by 
calling 406-638-3204. ■ 

To learn more: 

To learn more about other histori¬ 
cal sites to visit across the country, 
visit the National Park Service at 
www.nps.gov. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING April 2007 



FINEST COOKING 

Baked Coconut Shrimp 
Gayla Warren 

1/4 C. all-purpose flour 
2 T. packed brown sugar 

1/4 tsp. salt 
Dash Cayenne pepper 

1 k- egg 
1 T. lime juice 
1 C. shredded coconut 
1 lb. uncooked, peeled, de veined 

shrimp, approx. 40 med. 

Heat oven to 425°. Spray rack in broiler 
pan with cooking spray. Mix flour, brown 
sugar, salt and cayenne pepper in a shal¬ 
low bowl. Beat egg and lime juice in an¬ 
other bowl. Place coconut in a third bowl. 
Coat each shrimp with flour mixture. 
Dip each side into the egg mixture and 
then coat well with coconut. Place on the 
broiler rack. Drizzle with butter and bake 

for 7-8 minutes until shrimps are pink, 
firm and coating is hrown. 

Unbelievable Peanut 
Butter Cookies 
Pauline Tucker 

1 C. peanut butter 

1 C.sugar 

1 egg 
1 tsp. vanilla 

Mix all ingredients together. Roll into balls 
and place on an ungreased cookie sheet. 
Take a fork and flatten cookies slightly 
with the prongs. Bake for 15 minutes at 
350°. Let stand for 5 minutes before re¬ 
moving from cookie sheet. 

Jambalaya (right) 
Roberta Kaufman 

2- 3 T. olive oil 
3 stalks celery, sliced 
1 green pepper, sliced 

2 med. onions, sliced 
1 ring Kielbasa, sliced 

3- 4 lbs chicken, boiled and cut up 
1 (28-oz.) can diced tomatoes 

1 (14-1/2-oz.) can beef broth 

1-2 cloves garlic, minced 

1/4 tsp cayenne pepper, ground 
Salt and pepper, to taste 
Cajun seasoning, to taste 

3 C. instant brown rice 
3 green onions, chopped 

Brown celery, green peppers and onions 

in olive oil until almost soft; add sausage 

and chicken, cook until brown. Add diced 

tomatoes, beef broth, garlic and cayenne 
pepper. Season with salt, pepper and Cajun 

seasoning. Cook 15 minutes. Bring to a boil 
and add brown rice. Cook until tender and 
add chopped green onions and serve. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 

A Taste of Heaven 
Who: Women Working For Christ, Thebes, IL 

Cost: $8, plus $3 shipping 

Details: soft-backed, comb-bound 

Pages of recipes: 61 

Send checks to: Gayla Warren, 

795 South Street, Tamms, IL 62988 

ifcj or call her at 618-747-2683. 

Photos by Catrina McCulley Wagner 

Eggplant Parmigiana (above) 
Nigel Collins 

2 med. eggplants, pared and cut into 
1/4-inch thick slices 

2 eggs, beaten well 
1/2 C. flour 
1/2 tsp. salt 

1/8 tsp. pepper 

Sprinkle eggplant with salt, let stand 20 minutes. Pat dry with paper towels. Mix flour, 

salt and pepper together. Dip each slice in beaten egg, then flour mixture. Heat the oil 

in a large non-stick skillet. Brown the eggplant quickly. Cooking over medium heat will 

help keep the eggplant from absorbing excessive amounts of oil. Drain on paper towels. 

Pour 1/4-inch of sauce in a greased 2-quart casserole dish. Top with 1/3 eggplant slices, 

1/3 remaining tomato sauce and 1/3 of the cheese. Repeat layers. Cover and bake in a 

400° oven for 20 minutes. Removed cover and continue baking for 10 minutes. 

1/4 - 1/2 C. olive oil 
1 jar prepared pasta sauce 
1 (8-oz.) pkg. shredded Mozzarella 

cheese 
1/2 C. Parmesan cheese, grated 
1/2 C. Romano cheese, grated 



Olive Nut Spread 
Doris M. Fischer 

6-oz. cream cheese, room temperature 
1/2 C. mayonnaise, room temperature 
2 T. liquid from salad olives 
Dash of ground pepper 
1/2 C. chopped pecans 
1 C. chopped salad olives 

Combine cream cheese and mayonnaise 
in a bowl and mix well. Add liquid from 
olives and pepper; mix. Fold in olives and 
pecans. Seal or store in the refrigerator. 

Tomato-Zucchini Soup 
Roberta Kilpatrick 

1 T. corn oil, margarine or olive oil 
1/2 C. celery, chopped 
2 Ig. cloves of garlic, minced 

4 C. chicken broth 
3 tomatoes, chopped 
1 zucchini, thinly sliced 
1 can tomato paste 
3 shallots, chopped 
1 tsp. fresh parsley, chopped or 

1/2 tsp. dried 
1/2 tsp. fresh cilantro, chopped (opt.) 
1 bay leaf 
4-6 T. low fat plain yogurt 

Warm margarine or oil in a large pot over 
low heat. Add celery, shallots and garlic 

and saute until tender. Add all remaining 
ingredients except yogurt; simmer for 2 
hours. Discard bay leaf. Garnish with yo¬ 
gurt. Serves 4-6. 

Oven Fried Coconut 
Chicken 
Lynn White Feazel 

4 boneless, skinless chicken breasts 
1/4 C. flour 
1 tsp. seasoned salt 
1/2 tsp. garlic salt 
1/2 tsp. black pepper 
1 egg, beaten 
1 C. finely grated coconut 
1/2 C. butter 

Mix together salt, pepper, garlic salt and 

flour. Dip chicken breasts in egg, then in 

coconut, then in flour mixture. Place in a 
baking dish big enough to hold chicken 

pieces in one layer. Melt butter and pour 
over chicken in the pan. Bake in a 400° 
oven for 30 minutes. Turn chicken and 

bake another 30 minutes or until brown 
and tender. 

Visit www.ici.coop to see 
an archive of past 

Illinois Country Living recipes. 

. 

' .. 

I.CsrhS! 

Illinois State Police Heritage 
Foundation Cookbook 

Who: Illinois State Police, Springfield, IL 

Cost: $5, plus $3 shipping 

Details: soft-back, comb-bound 

Pages of recipes: 178 

Send checks to: Joe Davis, 

10810 Ogden Street, Petersburg, IL 62675 

or call him at 217-632-3756. 

Bacon, Cheese and 
Onion Quiche (above) 
Rae M. Anderson 

1 pie crust 

6 slices bacon, cut into 2-inch pieces 
1 sm. onion 
3 eggs 
1/2 C. milk 
1/2 C. cream 
1 C. shredded Swiss or Mozzarella cheese 
1/2 tsp. salt 
1/8 tsp. pepper 

Line a pie pan with the crust. Cook 
bacon. Drain and place in the pie shell. 
Saute onion in bacon fat until brown. 
Drain off excess fat. Take off heat and stir 
in eggs, milk, cream, cheese and season¬ 
ings. Pour into the pie crust. Bake at 375° 
for 25 minutes or until a knife inserted 
comes out clean. Yields 4-6 servings. 

M 

Apple Crisp (below) 
Jeff Marlow 

1 bag apples 
1 C. brown sugar 
1 tsp. cinnamon 
1 C. flour 
1 C. sugar 
1 tsp. baking powder 

1 egg 
1/2 C. pecans (or more) 
1 stick butter 

Preheat oven to 350°. Grease the bottom 
only of a cake pan. Core, peel and slice 
apples and place on the bottom of the 
pan until at least 1-inch deep. Mix brown 
sugar and cinnamon in a bowl. Sprinkle 
on top of apples. Mix flour, sugar, baking 
powder and egg. Sprinkle on top of brown 
sugar and cinnamon. Sprinkle nuts on 
top. Melt butter and drizzle on top. Bake 
at 350° for 40-50 minutes. 



/WARM FRIENDLY , SANGAMON 
VjLOORS RADIANT 

^uponor^x uponor aqua pex tubing products 
t for agricultural, commercial shop 

floors and homes 

(217)971-8592 • FAX (217)483-7973 • Evening (217)483-3223 
John D. McMillan - Owner 

WIN THE BRUSH WAR WITH 

TREE TERMINATOR 
• 3 models cut 20", 12" and 5" trees in one bite 

• Hitches to fit most tractors and skid steer loaders 

• Built to last with a 24 month warranty 

• Swivel hitch, sprayer and grapple options 

For a free color brochure call or visit our website 

(417) 458-4350 • www.treeterminator.com 
 Grace Manufacturing « Plato, MO  

30’ X 50’ X 10’ $7,999 
40’x 60’x 12’ $10,600 
60’ x 100’ x 16’ $24,985 
80’X 100’X 16’ $32,250 

Farm • Industrial • Commercial 
25 Year Warranty on Roof & Walls; 

Prices F.O.B. Mfg. Plants; 
Seal Stamped Blue Prints; 
Easy Bolt Together Design. 

PRICES INCLUDE COLOR SIDES 
& GALVALUME ROOF 

Arena Special 
(roof & frame) 

100’ x 100’ x 14'...$32,490 

100 x 150 x 16 $55,485 (L0ca| codes may affect prices) 

'oil 4 V 
STEEL BUILDING SYSTEMS 

Fax: 940-484-6746 email: into@rhinobldg.com 
Website: http://www.RHINOBLDG.COM 

Toll Free 1-888-320-7466 

KENTUCKY 
STEEL TRUSS 

BUILDINGS 

I FREE CATALOGUE 

1-859-745-0606 
www.kstbuild.com 

NewLook! 
TheHobsteel 

since 1986 

FARM • CHURCH • SPORTS • HORSE - CAR • PLANE 
ALL STEEL ’ ALL COLOR • 25/50 WARRANTY 

MID-AMERICA 
Pole Barn Co. 
30 x 50 x 10 Galvalume 

$7,200.00 
Price includes material, delivery, 

construction, factory trusses, screws 
Open M - F 8 to 5 

1-866-456-0959 
Price is subject to change without notice 

Built For You 
Visit us online WickBuildings.com 

Wick 
Buildings 
by Wick Building Systems, Inc 

800-356-9682 

Your Design - Our 

Trees that grow 3 ft. 
or more per year! 
Green Rocket® Hybrid Cedar 
(Thuja Plicata x Standishii) 

• Evergreen: Grows 5 ft. or more per year. 
• Use for: visual screening, shade or privacy screens 

windbreaks/wind diversion, property barrier. 

Pictured: Green Rocket at four years growth from 24" transplants. 

Other fast-growing trees and shrubs available - 
some grow up to 6 ft. per year. 

Call toll-free 888-749-0799 
For FREE color brochure or to place an order 

    

ADVANCED 
TREE TECHNOLOGY 

12818 Edgerton Rd. New Haven, IN 46774 • 888-749-0799 

The Delrando 

1 oo% 
Financing! 

(Delrando Pools only) 

Homeowners Only! Call Now 24/7! 
Free Home Survey!* ~w.a.c. 

P. Anderson, Inc. 

Fence, Filter, 
installation e 



MARKETPLACE 
For sale: Cherry Lumber. 1" THICK, 
600' board feet $490. For all. 618- 
842-9588. 

Miniature Mediterranean donkeys. 
Pet, show and breeding quality. Gray 
duns, chocolates, spotteds and blacks. 
Visitors welcome. Canton, IL. 309- 
647-7162. www.copperascreek.com. 

First Street Restaurant Equipment 
used slicers, tenderizers, grinders, 
meatsaws, ss sinks, tables. New and 
used cooking equipment, pottery 
wheels and kilns. 2615 So. First, 
Springfield, 217-522-3934, 217-971- 
8592. 

Vacation cabins-Ohio River, Shawnee 
National Forest, Elizabethtown, IL. 
Cedar Hill River Cabins, Ohio River 
National Scenic Byway, www.cedar 
hillriverresort.com. 888-304-6319. 

Grass Fed Beef: No grain, just grass 
- all natural. Lean, tender, nutritious 
and delicious. Call Penny 618-586- 
2488 or Email beef@flying-s.com. 

Wanted to buy: Standing timber. All 
species. Pay top price. Clear or select 
cut. Call 815-434-4141. 

Wanted to buy: Standing walnut 
timber. Also buying quality Oak, etc. 
McKinnon Timber. 217-437-5009 or 
217-242-5401. 

Wanted to buy: Standing timber, most 
species. Pay top prices. Call 217-285- 
2760. 

Authorized rainbow distributor. 
Repairs, supplies and service. Living 
air purifiers. L&L Distributing, 116 S. 
VanBuren St., Newton, IL 62448. 
618-783-3755. 

4' white pine trees, delivered, planted, 
mulched. $54.50 per tree, buy 10 
get 1 free. Call for other sizes and 
varieties. Price may vary depending 
on geographical location. Call 
217-866-2316. 

Affordable Buildings 
Post Frame Structures 

Painted Metal 
Factory Trusses 

Call Toll Free For Estimate 

866 333 1021 

Filter queen/defender sales, service 
and supplies. For free information, 
call 800-753-5401, 618-948-2874 or 
write She-N-I, Inc. RR1, Allendale, 
IL 62410. 

Bay City General Store and Riverfront 
Lodging on the Ohio River. New 
rooms, AC, Dish. Plus antiques and 
MORE, www.baycitystoreandlodging 
ohioriver.com. 

Open pollinated seed corn $34. 
Outproduces hybrids for silage. Leafy 
and sweet stalks for grazing. High feed 
value grain. 217-857-3377. 

Wanted: Indian artifacts of all kinds. 
Free appraisals. 309-543-3847 
evenings or leave message. 

Wanted to buy. Standing Timber. 
Competitive pricing on Soft Maple 
and Walnut. Call Vernon Helle, 
Timber Buyer for Batey Ltd. Office: 
309-986-5524. Home: 217-285-5992. 
Cell: 217-430-0271. 

Illinois Consulting Foresters, Inc. 
Timber Sales-Forest Management. 
We work for the landowner, www. 
illinoisconsultingforesters.org. 
Ph.618-526-4251. 

Insulation. 4x8 sheets, foil-backed 
foam. Also rolls of foil-bubble pak- 
insulation. All factory seconds. 
Contact Ken Nichols, 800-424-1256. 

Visit scenic Hardin County Illinois’ 
First and Final Frontier. Borders Ohio 
River in Southern Illinois’ Shawnee 
Forest www.hardincountyil.org, 
618-287-4333. 

Gulf shores beach condo for rent. 
2br/2ba/wd/pool/elev. 636-477-1099. 
www.ourgulfbeachcondo.com. 

Auction Service: Multi Parcel Land 
Auctions, Farmland, Recreational 
Partition Suits, ZERO Seller 
Commission. Parrott Real Estate 
& Auction Co. Lawrenceville, IL. 
618-943-4905. 

"W" A ~y~ E UNDERSTAND 

▼ ▼ farming, which is why 

, Ait it    —3.^#- i M A 
Farm Credit Services serves the 

agricultural community so well. We 

specialize in what’s important to you: 

1 1 njlj| iJ crop insurance, real estate loans, and 

machinery and operating loans. Our 

commitment to customer service can 

be measured in generations. That’s 

something you’ll experience as part 

of the Farm Credit Services family. 

m 

Whether we’re in the field with 

you or in the office for you — 

rli Wmm & 
farming is our life too. 

Bh 1 It: 
877-327-6345 

2101 W Park Ct. 

■y"/ |: 
Champaign, IL 61821 

Farm Credit Services 
OF 1 L L1M 0 1 5 

. . 

WE UNDERSTAND 
Serving Illinois’ 60 southern counties 
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How to place an ad: 

1) Type or print ad neatly. 

2) Count words. Cost is $30 for up to the first 20 words. $1.50 each additional 
word. Ads with insufficient funds will not be printed. 

3) Prepayment is required. Include check or money order with ad for amount due. 
Also include address label from Illinois Country Living or other proof of Illinois 
electric cooperative membership. Only members of Illinois electric cooperatives 
may place Marketplace ads. 

4) Mail to: Illinois Marketplace, P.O. Box 3787, Springfield, IL 62708, by 
deadline. 

Deadlines: June issue - April 20; 
July issue - May 21. 

We reserve the right to reject any advertisement. Ads postmarked after the deadline will be placed in the 
next available issue. Non-members wishing to advertise should contact Denise Guttery at 800-593-2432 for 
information about display advertising. 

Alert!!! Purple Martins need man¬ 
made housing to survive. House 
and Gourds are now available at 
Wal-Mart, Lowes and TSC. Help 
the Purple Martins survive, get your 
martin house now. 1-800-764-8688, 
www.skmfg.com. 

Midwest Bird and Animal Swap & 
Sale. April 29 and May 27 at Monroe 
County Fairgrounds, Waterloo, IL 
from 5:30 to Noon. 618-939-6809. 

Cabins in Shawnee Forest: Beautiful 
year around. Adjacent to Rim Rock. 
Near Garden of the Gods, Pounds 
Hollow Lake, Cave-in-Rock, Rive 
to River Trail, Kentucky Amish 
Country. New, cedar decor, kitchen, 
satellite, air. Pets welcome. Two night 
minimum, www.rimrocksdogwood 
cabins.com. 618-264-6036. 

Fish. Fish. Fish. Game, Pan, Hybird, 
and Northern species. Daily, 
Monthly, or Annual rates. 60 acres 
water, “stone quarry” Champaign 
area. 309-826-8444. 

Table Rock Lake...great time to 
buy Branson Tri-Lakes Area! Free 
magazines: Janet at Aux Arcs Real 
Estate, 1-866-845-0773 orwww.your 
ozarkshome.com! 

Wanted to buy: 1953-1972 Corvette 
cars and/or Corvette parts. Call 847- 
542-7686. 

Angus Freezer Beef, raised on pasture 
and corn fed for excellent marbling 
and flavor, all natural with no growth 
hormones or antibiotics, whole, half, 
or split half, VISA or MC accepted. 
Stan Swartz, Milford, IL 815-889- 
4135. 

Lake Weed and Algae Control. No 
chemicals, live bacteria. Safe enough 
to bathe with. Proven product, 
guaranteed results. Ph. 309-826-8444. 

Farm Windmills. Sales, installation, 
and expert repair of traditional 
working windmills and pumps. Travel 
statewide, quality work, reasonable. 
217-897-6699. 

Fountain Aeration helps control 
aquatic weed growth. Builds healthy 
ponds, maintains oxygen levels. 
Central IL. Sales and service center. 
309-826-8444. 

Lake builders and rebuilders. Fix 
leaks, remove silt, reshape banks and 
install river rock. 30 years experience. 
309-826-8444 or 217-388-2474. 

Fiberglass corrugated, 26-inch wide. 
8-10-12 foot long. 8 ft.-$4. 12 ft.-$6. 
Large supply, all colors. Dongola, IL. 
618-827-4737. 

Portraits, Landscapes in oil from your 
favorite photo(s). Great gifts! 20% 
off-new customer discount. Artist 
Becky Barker, 815-635-3772. 

5 minute to Disney World. Beautiful 
3 BR, 2 1/2 bath town home. Gated 
community. Furnished. Short and 
long term rentals, www.karynhilborn. 
com 888-257-2652 or 630-675-9552. 

Mobile Home 
Owners: ROOF KING 

Mobile Home Super Insulated 
Roof Over Systems 

40 Year Warranty 
Factory Direct From Roof King 

1 -800-748-0645 
www.roofking.net 

MOBILE HOME ROOF PROBLEMS? 

1* 

PERMA-ROQF 
from fSj50tlfern¥Sail5ers; 

'The- Mobile, Uofae, Roo-fooer Spe&iaMs-b 
♦ STEEL ROOFING 

2" - 3" INSULATION 
!♦ ONE FOOT OVERHANG 
U NO MORE ROOF RUMBLE 
L LOWER UTILITY BILLS 
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"Send e .ig 
An Illinois playwright 
By Jeff Woodard 

Can you imagine what life was like 
in the early 1930s in rural America 
without electricity? Today, we can’t 
even imagine living without our TVs, 
our microwaves, our computers, let 
alone a simple light hulb. We simply 
take electricity for granted. We also 
take for granted the spirit of coopera¬ 
tion and determination of those rural 
leaders who created electric co-ops 
across this country. “Send the Light,” a 
play created by an Illinois playwright, 
sheds a little light on that history. 

“Send the Light” is   
a musical production 
about the stories of 
those folks who de¬ 
cided to take destiny 
into their own hands 
and organize rural elec¬ 
tric cooperatives. Don 
F. Shandrow, of New 
Route Theatre, a mem¬ 
ber unit of the Illinois 
Theatre Consortium, conceived and 
wrote the play in 2006 with music 
and lyrics by Phil Shaw. Inspired by a 
speech given by National Rural Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative Association (NRE- 
CA) President/CEO Glen English 
at one of the annual meetings where 
he encouraged cooperative members 
to remember their roots, Shandrow 
thought what better way to tell the 
story than by the use of theatre. 

In the 1930s the absence of the 
electricity in rural communities limit¬ 
ed the number of available hours nec¬ 
essary to perform chores and limited 
the choices of machinery folks could 
utilize in those efforts. 

The cities of America had already 
gotten a taste of the new-found luxury 
of light years before there was an orga¬ 
nized effort to bring electricity to the 
vast countryside. Farmers and their 
families could only dream of a time 
when the day’s toil could be lessened 
by the introduction of electricity. 

“Don’t fear change. 

Those who could afford it bought 
a Delco power plant (a system of 16 
2-volt DC batteries made with glass 
plates and a generator) from Sears & 
Roebuck. It would generate enough 
power to provide lighting and do 
some small tasks on the farm. 

President Theodore Roosevelt spent 
a great deal of time in Warm Springs, 
Georgia due to his health, at a retreat 
in the woods that had electricity. 
There he became determined to bring 
the gift of electricity to the rural areas 
of the country. Roosevelt’s New Deal 
  created social programs 

that would revolution¬ 
ize rural life. When the 

Change is opportunity.” Rural Electrification 
Administration (REA) 

-A quote by Qerman 

grandmother from the 

play “Send the Light.’ 

was formed, things be¬ 
gan to change. 

Of course there was 
opposition in the begin¬ 
ning to the REA and 
the formation of electric 

cooperatives. There was doubt that 
farmers could run the cooperatives 
themselves. In ’’Send the Light” one 
of the characters proclaims, “I believe 
this interference in the economical 
decisions of individuals is dangerous,” 
and it (the program) is “bringing us 
one step closer to socialism!” 

There was a $5 sign up fee, which 
also concerned others as well. However, 
many women and children who had 
dreams of clean electric heat, refrigera¬ 
tors and electric sweepers were especial¬ 
ly anxious for the government to bring 
electricity to their homes and farms. 

The play takes you through the od¬ 
yssey of the building of a cooperative 
in the eyes of those plain, ordinary 
folk. “Send the Light” is a compelling 
story that reminds us all of the value 
of cooperation. 

Don Shandrow’s play is insightful 
and recognizes change is opportunity. 

“Send the Light” will be available to 
electric cooperatives for their annual 

When electricity comes to rural America as part 

of the New Deal, an REA man, portrayed by 

Rhys Lovell, helps Sarah Flanders, as a farm 

wife, sign up for electricity in the Musical Play 

Send the Light. The play, about the beginnings of 

rural electrification in the late 1930s, will have 

its premiere April 20, 21, 22, 27, 28 and 29 

at the McLean County Museum of History in 

Bloomington, III. 

meetings. He appreciates the coopera¬ 
tion he received from Ruth Graves, 
the Missouri Rural Electric Women’s 
Association, Floyd Imig, Harry Kuhn 
(former manager of Egyptian Electric 
Cooperative, Steeleville, 111.), the 
NRECA and the Association of Mis¬ 
souri Electric Cooperatives. 

An upcoming performance of the 
play will open at the McLean County 
Museum of History in Bloomington, 
Illinois beginning April 20, 2007. 
For more information on the per¬ 
formances contact the museum at 
309-827-0428 or visit the Web site at 
www.Mchistory.org. ■ 
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2007 TRAVEL GUIDE 

BIG SOUTH FORK 

SCENIC RAILWAY 

In Historic Stearns, KY 
Open April - December 

. I m eri r a ft Sit tiff l <• ft re if 

('apilal of the World 

BARDSTOWN 
Kentucky 

From bourbon, My Old 
Kentucky Home and 
vintage trains to cultural, 
religious and historical 
heritage there is 
something for everyone. 

Come Sample our Spirit 

visitbardstown.com 

800-638-4877 

1 

Come Ride Our New 
Enclosed & Open- Air Cars! 

800-462-5664 

WIN 
i Stay in 
$t Augustine, Ftorkki 
Use the coupon below to request 
information on these Kentucky 
destinations, and youll be 
entered automatically. 

Compliments of Florida Monthly magazine. 

BIG SOUTH FORK 

SCENIC RAILWAY 

Come Ride 
The K&T Special 

• 16-Mile Round Trip 
Excursions into Coal 
Mining Camp - Blue Heron 

• Special Fare Days 
• Cab Rides 
• Caboose Rentals 
ALSO SPECIALTY EXCURSIONS 

• Halloween Trains in 
October 

• Christmas Trains in 
December 

800-462-5664 

www.bsfsry.com O 

Shelbyville-Shelby 

Co. Tourism 
Visit Shelbyville, the 
American Saddlebred 
Capital of the world, 
and experience an 
authentic horse farm 
tour as well as unique 
shopping and 
restaurants, golf, 
boating and fishing. 

800-680-6388 
www.shelbyvilleky.com 

KENTUCKY STATE PARKS 

Kentucky State Parks 
offer something for 
everyone from great 
outdoor adventures to 
just relaxing, from 
award-winning golf 
courses to historical 
excursions. 

800-255-PARK 
www.parks.ky.gov 

ShephmtSYiHrBuUirt County' 

TOUR'ST 6 CONVENTION COMMISSION 

Kentuciup' 

BERJiA 

Vs CAVE COUNTRY < 

National 
Corvette 
Museum 

S 

SHEPHERDSVILLE 

BULLITT COUNTY 

♦ Jim Beam American Outpost 

♦ Bernheim Arboretum and 
Forest 

♦ Kart Kountry & Miniature Golf 

♦ Hawks View Gallery 

Affordable lodging, dining, 
events and attractions at exits 
121 through 105, off 1-65. 

1-800-526-2068 

www.travelbullitt.org 

7 

Dale Hollow Lake 
Lake Cumberland 

Big South Fork 
Green River Lake 

BEREA 

Ftefk Slr/s (fe (, raffs 
(^afiifa/ofjKjpnfucJq/ 

One great college, 57 
quaint shops and eateries, 
192 talented artisans, and 
112,764 treasures, hand¬ 
made where they are dis¬ 
played, can make a place 
famous. BEREA, you’ve 
heard of us. 

1-800-598-5263 

E-mail: 
kycraftcap@berea.com 

2 
KENTUCKY’S 

CAVE COUNTRY 

Adventurous Family 
Fun! Mammoth Cave 
National Park, National 
Corvette Museum, Lakes, 
Kangaroos, Dinosaurs, 
Wild West town, Shaker 
Museum, Scenic drives 
and more! See our on-line 
brochure for coupons! 

1-800-225-8747 ext CA6 

www.caveslakescorvettes.com 

Ifgntucijfip 0 

SOUTHERN KENTUCKY 

VACATIONS 

A scenic wonderland 
filled with excitement and 
adventure. Catch a fish, 
a bit of history, a moon- 
bow. See it all from the 
water, the trail or along 
a scenic road or in the 
midst of a festival. 

Call 
1-800-225-TRIP, 

ext. SL 3 

Kpntucfiip 8 

Reader Reply: 
Check numbers below to receive information and to 

| register to win a Getaway to St. Augustine, FL. 

□ 1. Bardstown-Nelson Co. Tourism 
3 2. Berea Tourist Commission 
□ 3. Big South Fork Scenic Railway 
LI 4. Kentucky State Parks 
D 5. Kentucky's Cave Country 
LI 6. Shelbyville-Shelby Co. Tourism 
□ 7. Shepherdsville-Bullitt Co. Tourism 
□ 8. Southern Kentucky Vacations 
LI 9. Stephen Foster-The Musical 

Name (please print)_ 

Address  

City  

Send completed form to: 

Electric Co-op Travel 
P.O. Box 2867 
Louisville, KY 40201-2867 
Or visit www.electriccooptravel.com 
to reply online. 

Entries must be received by May 15, 2007, 
to be eligible for the drawing. 

Allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. 

Stephen Foster 

Iune9-August17 
2007 

STATE _Zip_ 
Name of Electric Co-Op_ 

Stephen Foster - 
The Musical 
The Official Outdoor 
Musical Of Kentucky 
Breathtaking costumes, 
lively dancing and the 
timeless music of Stephen 
Foster. Also playing 
additional broadway 
shows and live music 
concerts. Located in My 
Old Kentucky Home State 
Park. 

800-626-1563 
www.stephenfoster.com 
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Gv Good Fri Fish Fry at Lou’s 
Room in Downtown Anna. This Good 
Friday Fish Fry is a benefit for the local 
animal shelter. Enjoy fish and all the 
fixins’ from 5-8 p.m. Admission is a 
monetary donation. 618-833'3647 or 
www.pawspaws.petfinder.org. 

7 9 Birthday Southern Gospel 
Jubilee at the Mt. Zion Methodist 
Church in Abbion. Carry in dinner and 
a concert featuring the Tarheel State 
Quartet and Naomi and the Segos. 
Everyone is welcome. 618-375'7806. 

1 3- 1 5y The Friends of Car- 
bondale Public Library’s Book 
Sale in the Brush Building in Carbon- 
dale. Friends’ preview is on Friday from 
4-6 p.m. Book sale is on Saturday from 
8 a.m. - 3 p.m. And books will be half- 
price on Sunday from 1 - 4 p.m. fran- 
becque@hotmail.com. 

1 4y Trail of Tears Illinois 
Chapter General Meeting and 
Oral History Project Kickoff at 
Camp Ground Cumberland Presbyterian 
Church in Anna. 1:00 p.m. All persons 
interested in the Trail of Tears or having 
family stories or information relative to 
it are encouraged to attend. Audiotap- 
ing and videotaping services available. 
Please bring along any documents relat¬ 
ed to stories. 618-833-8216 or 618-567- 
6895. popeun@midwest.net or c_jett@ 
charter.net. 

1 1 Gy Civil War Days at 
Custer Park in White Hall. 9 a.m. - 
5 p.m. An opportunity to experience 
a historical encounter of the Battle of 
Shiloh and the life of Edward L. Hager, 
White Hall’s own “little Drummer Boy 
of Shiloh.” Encampments will be open 
for tours and demonstrations throughout 
the day. Thee will be battle re-enact¬ 
ments at 2 p.m. each day and period 
music performed throughout the day. 
Onsite food vendors, as well as period 
vendors will be on hand. $3, children 
12 and younger are free. 217-927-4301. 

1 Union County Business 
Expo at Anna Jonesboro High School in 
Anna. 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. Visit vendor booths 
to see crafts, artwork, tourism, home-based 
businesses, service, retail, public service 
agencies and other businesses located in 
Union County. Have lunch as you shop. 
Free admission. 618-833-8100. 

20-12! 1 9 Morel Mushroom 
Festival in Jonesboro. Mid April is prime 
time for morel mushroom hunters. Enjoy 
mushroom dishes, get new recipes and 
leam the secrets of mushroom hunting. 
618-833-8697 or www.trailoftears.com. 

2 1 -22 v Rockmania at Midway 
Village and Museum Center in Rock¬ 
ford. 12-5 p.m. Rock River Valley Gem 
and Mineral Society annual show and 
sale with exhibitions and demonstra¬ 
tions including geode cracking, beading 
with seed beads, gem trees, fossil dis¬ 
plays, professional vendors and a special 
kids’ activity area. Admission: Adults, 
$5; Children 3-15, $3. 815-397-9112 or 
www.midwayvillage.com. 

2 1 y Alton Symphony Orches¬ 
tra Young Artists Presentation 
at Hatheway Hall in Godfrey. 8 p.m. 
Come and support Alton’s terrific young 
artists as they join the Alton Symphony 
Orchestra to showcase their talents. 
Adults $10, Seniors $8, Students $5. 
(618) 467-2326, 800-937-5222 or 
www.altonsymphony.org. 

1 3- 1 4y Illinois Sustainable 
Living and Wellness Expo at 
Illinois Wesleyan University in Bloom¬ 
ington. An Exhibitors Fair is free from 
10 a.m. - 3 p.m. on Friday, and 9 a.m. - 
4 p.m. on Saturday. The fair will include 
more than 100 exhibitor booths and 
30 presenters to learn about the many 
aspects of sustainability and wellness. 
Other activities include a children’s 
carnival, free massages, labyrinth walks, 
organic food and a fuel-efficient 
vehicles exhibit, www.islwe.org. 

1 3-1 5 & 20-22, 
The Return of the Glass Slip¬ 
per at the Community Park in 
Jacksonville. Discover the magic and 
wonder of wishes come true as Cin¬ 
derella meets her Prince Charming 
in this children’s musical. 217-245- 
1402 or www.jaxtg.com. 

1 4, The Seventh Annual Pope County FFA Antique Tractor Show 
in Golconda. Show hours are from 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. All tractors are welcome. All ex¬ 
hibitors will receive a plaque. Events for the day will include a pedal pull for ages 10 
and younger, a slow race, a tractor driving contest and two parades. 618-683-5637. 



2 1 f Diaper bags to Backpacks 
Baby and Children Fair at Lin¬ 
coln Elementary School in Jacksonville 
10 a.m. - 2 p.m. Free. 217-243-5678, 
800-593-5678 or www.jacksonvilleil. 
org/tourism. 

22, Halloween In April, Zoo 
Style at the Miller Park Zoo in Bloom¬ 
ington. 1-3 p.m. Visitors are encour¬ 
aged to dress up like their favorite 
animal, take part in a costume parade 
and enjoy crafts, games and up close 
animal encounters. This event will take 
place indoors if weather is inclement, 
and is free with regular paid Zoo admis¬ 
sion. 309-434-2243. 

22, Artist in the Afternoon at 
the Franklin Street Inn in Rushville. 
Performance at 2 p.m., dinner at 6 p.m. 
Classically trained musician, Tom 
Sharpe, presents a percussive symphony. 
Performance is free. Dinner with the 
artist is by reservation only. 217-322-2086. 

22, A Night On Broadway, A 
Presentation of the Illinois Sym¬ 
phony Orchestra and the Illinois 
Symphony Guild at the Crowne Plaza 
Hotel in Springfield. 5-10 p.m. Games, 
music, art auction, dinner and refresh¬ 
ments. $75 per person. 217-546-3739. 

24, Romeo and Juliet at Coro¬ 
nado Theatre in Rockford. 7:30 p.m. 
Produced by the Russian National Ballet 
Theatre of Moscow, this classic ballet will 
be performed by the 5 5-plus soloists com¬ 
pany and accompanied by the 4 7-mem¬ 
ber Sofia Symphony Orchestra. Adults, 
$40 and students, $15. 815-965-9863 or 
www. j ennykellyproductions. com. 

25, An Evening with the Fox in 
Elizabeth. 6-8 p.m. Gather around the 
fire at Apple River State Historic Site 
with nationally known storyteller Brian 
“The Fox” Ellis. Learn about the early 
days on the frontier of northwestern Il¬ 
linois and the Native Americans who 
once inhabited the area. Free 815-858- 
2028 or www.appleriverfort.org. 

Visit our Web site, 
www.icl.coop. 

’, Old Settler’s Day at the Lawrence County 4-H and JR Fairgrounds 
on Highway 50, near Sumner. 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Come and enjoy pioneer crafts, demon¬ 
strations, traders and merchants, period folk music, children’s games and contests, 
gospel music, pioneer vittles, free wagon rides and more. Free. 619-945-7138. 

I, Sandburg Days Festi¬ 
val in Galesburg. Thursday, 9 a.m. - 10 
p.m. Friday, 10 a.m. - 10 p.m. Saturday, 
9 a.m. - 10 p.m. Sunday, 2 p.m. - 4 p.m. 
This festival honors Carl Sandburg by 
celebrating with the community through 
educational and recreational activities. 
Admission Price(s): Symphony Concert 
$8; Prairie Dash $5; CSC 2+4 Mile Run 
$12; Golf Tournament $125; Moon 
Over Buffalo $5. 309-343-2485 or www. 
knox.edu/sandburgdays/welcome.htm. 

1, Birding Festival at 
Cache River Wetlands Center in Cy¬ 
press. 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. Live bird demon¬ 
strations, hikes and canoe trips. (618) 
634-2231, (800) 248-4373 or www. 
birdingblitz.org. 

1, Beaux Arts Ball in Jackson¬ 
ville. A proud tradition of the com¬ 
munity, this gala brings out the finest 
in the city’s youth for a wonderful ball 
and coronation of king and queen of the 
event. 217-243-5678, 800-593-5678 or 
www.jacksonvilleil.org/tourism. 

', Southern Illinois 
Irish Festival in Carbondale. Friday 
enjoy a concert with Belfast at Mugsy 
McGuire’s Entertainment Center. 
8 p.m. $16 in advanced, $20 at the 
door. Saturday come to the Celtic Fair 
with Celtic music, highland games, 
dancing, cultural displays and more at 
Turley Park. Admission is $2, children 
12 and younger are free. Sunday enjoy 
a concert with Liz Carroll and John 
Doyle at Mugsy McGuire’s Entertain¬ 
ment Center. 8 p.m. $20 in advanced, 
$24 at the door. 618-549-3090. 

Illinois Country Living publishes event listings as space allows, giving preference to events of regional or statewide interest. 
Event listings are provided by the event sponsors and the Illinois Bureau of Tourism. The magazine assumes no responsibility 
for the accuracy of information submitted for publication and advises calling ahead to confirm dates and times. To be considered 
for inclusion, send listings and photographs (If sending photographs please include self-addressed stamped envelope) to Illinois 
Datebook, Illinois Country Living, PO Box 3787, Springfield, IL 62708-3787. The June deadline is April 15. 
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Address 

Hybrid Lilies Brilliant mixed colors! 
This hardy naturalizer will grow just about anywhere. Especially practical for steep banks, 
wooded areas, and hard-to-mow places. Spreads quickly to crowd out weeds and grasses. 
Produces bigger clumps and more blooms each year. Easy to grow. Scatter in an informal 
setting for a dazzling spot of beauty. ORDER NOW for fantastic color. 10-12 cm bulbs. B7435 

50 Bulbs ONLY $14.99 

. City  State  

I Zip  Phone i ?  | 

I PLEASE SEND ITEM INDICATED BELOW: I 

I   B7435 HYBRID LILY MIX $  I 

Shipping & Processing $ 2.95 I 

IL Residents add 6.25% Sales Tax $  

AMOUNT ENCLOSED OR CHARGED $  . 

I □ Check or Money Order enclosed. 

I D Mastercard □ VISA Exp. Date:  I 

I Credit Card #:  I 

£ Signature:  * 

1-YEAR GUARANTEE 
If any item you purchased from us does not live, 
for a FREE REPLACEMENT just RETURN THE 
ORIGINAL SHIPPING LABEL along with your 
written request within 1 year of receipt. Replacement 
guarantee is VOID unless the ORIGINAL SHIPPING 
LABEL is returned. For a REFUND of the purchase 
price, RETURN THE ITEM AND THE ORIGINAL 
SHIPPING LABEL, with correct postage affixed, 
within 14 days of receipt. 

MasterCard and VISA orders 

Call 309-664-7334 
Request a catalog at: 

www.HouseOfWesley.com 

House of Wesley 
1704 Morrissey Drive, DEPT. 989-37 

Bloomington, Illinois 61704-7102 

Name  

■ Grows in shade 
■ Needs little or no care 
■ Great ground cover or border 
■ Returns every year without replanting 

TTONfEVCREEK 
NURSERIES 

Address 

State 

Grower overstock 

Division of Burgess Seed & Plant Co. 
905 Four Seasons Road, DEPT. 963-37 • Bloomington, IL 61701 

Name  

Plant now to enjoy the shade-loving beauty of Hosta for 
years to come! Its large attractive leaves and graceful flower 
spikes will begin to light up the shady areas of your yard 
this very summer. But don't let our low, low prices fool you. 
Our U.S., field-grown plants are larger than the imports 
others often sell. Don't miss out. Order now for shipment 
at the proper planting time. Call 309-663-7359 to place 
a Mastercard or VISA order today! 
Visit our web site at: www.HoneycreekNurseries.com 

Our Double Guarantee! 
O FREE REPLACEMENT! If any item you purchased from us does not live, for 

a FREE REPLACEMENT just RETURN THE ORIGINAL SHIPPING LABEL 
along with your written request within 1 year of receipt. Replacement 
guarantee is VOID unless the ORIGINAL SHIPPING LABEL is returned. 

© MONEY BACK! For a REFUND of the purchase price RETURN THE ITEM 
AND THE ORIGINAL SHIPPING LABEL, with correct postage affixed, within 
14 days of receipt. 

| Zip  Phone ( ) 

I QTY. PLEASE SEND ITEMS INDICATED BELOW: 

|   N7427 HANDFUL OF HOSTA $  

| Shipping & Processing $ 2.95 
SUB-TOTAL $  

IL Residents add 6.25% Sales Tax $  
TOTAL (amount enclosed or charged) $  

^ Credit Card #: Exp. 
■ 
■ Signature:  

Check or 
Money Order 
enclosed. 

□ Mastercard 

□ VISA 

Date:  

L 


