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New Grand L40 • RTV900 • BX50 
The Grand L40 Series compact tractor, with its 
high-performance diesel engine and innovative 
HST Plus transmission, can handle any chore 
with ease. 

The RTV900 utility vehicle is a powerful 
workhorse featuring a 21.6 HP diesel engine, 
4-WD and a 3-range variable hydrostatic 
transmission (VHT) to get you where you 
need to go. 

If you're looking for versatility, the mulh-purpose 
BX50 Series sub-compact tractor is the ideal choice. 

You have the land. You have the dream. 
All you need is a Kubota. 



A REVOLUTION IN METERING 
Becky Grossner, Billing/Payroll Analyst for 
Rural Electric Convenience Cooperative, 
looks at the daily meter readings provided by 
a new automated meter reading (AMR) system. 
Like computers on a network AMR meters 
can be monitored using the electric lines. 
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= Electric Co-op Roots Run Deep 
The rural quality of life shines on for the Tenhouse family 

"Following in the footsteps of my 
ancestors, I strongly believe in the 

cooperative approach to living." 

little sat on that hill in the dark for eight years, 
11 while our next-door neighbors on the next 

hill had electricity.” Those were the words of my 
great-grandfather Tenhouse as he spoke of the 
days before Adams Electric Cooperative. The 
investor-owned utility wanted $1,500 in 1929 to 
extend their lines less than one-quarter mile to the 
Tenhouse family home. It might as well have been 
$15 million. They couldn’t begin to pay that much. 
It was a different world, so close, but unattainable. 

Then, local farmers began to hear about the 
REA and their support of cooperatives organized 
to electrify rural America. A neighbor asked for a 
$5 membership application to join the fledgling 
Adams Electric Cooperative. My great-grandfather 
eagerly joined and gave line easements on the 
entire farm. Some neighbors were skeptical and 
reluctant to give easements. 

As the Adams Electric Cooperative began 
to actually build lines, the investor-owned utility 
started to drop the cost to provide service to the 
farm, first $500, then $300, and finally they offered 
to extend their line to our family’s home for free. 
My family told them to stick their poles in a place 
that would be anatomically impossible. My great¬ 
grandfather said, “We have waited this long, we’ll 
wait for the REA!” 

When the line was 
energized and the lights 
came on, their lives moved 
into the 20th century. My 
mom told of her family 
coming home from a 4-H 
meeting and seeing the 
family home bathed in 

electric light. The house had been wired weeks 
before, every switch (probably not too many) 
turned on, and the power had surged through the 
lines while they were gone. She spoke of the event 
as a highlight of her life up until her death last year. 

The drudgery of work was lessened both on 
the farm and in the home. The first electric pump 
to water livestock and the first electric washing 
machine were both sources of stories that mom and 
dad used to regale anyone within earshot. One of 
my late dad’s first jobs was helping a local contrac¬ 
tor wire neighbors’ homes. He told of the joy of 
their anticipation of this life-changing experience. 

The lesson to remember is this. We must not 

forget how the cooperative movement helped make 
rural Americans’ quality of life equal to their city 
cousins. We must continue to salute the efforts 
of the dwindling number of people who banded 
together to accomplish what they couldn’t have 
done alone—light up all of Illinois! 

Fast forward several decades when I was 
selected to attend the 1967 Youth to Washington 
Tour by the co-op. It really piqued my curiosity 
in politics. Later, as a member of the board of 
directors of Adams Electric Cooperative, I par¬ 
ticipated in their grassroots lobbying in Springfield 
and Washington, D.C. In 1989,1 had the honor 
of beginning my service in the Illinois House of 
Representatives. 

I was always impressed by the professionalism 
of the electric cooperative leadership. When co-op 
activists and staff came to the Capitol, I always 
knew that they would be well versed on the issues 
and forceful advocates for local member-owners. 

In July 2006,1 resigned from the Illinois 
House after 17 years to accept the position of Vice- 
President, Government Relations, of the Illinois 
CPA Society. 

In my new role, I am amazed at the num¬ 
ber of my fellow Certified Public Accountants 
who are electric co-op members. They may not 
all be farmers, but they enjoy the rural lifestyle 
and quality of life. Because of the cooperative 
movement, they are able to access electricity, 
telephone, Internet and water service. 

Today, my wife, Sharon, our son Adam (our 
youngest), and I live in the same Tenhouse family 
home. The Sorrill (mom’s family) and Tenhouse 
Centennial farms are part of our family farm. 
Sharon and I met at a cooperative month ban¬ 
quet in Springfield. She was representing 4-H as 
the National Leadership winner and I was the 
state FFA President. Adam attended the Youth to 
Washington Tour last year. We are still proud mem¬ 
bers of Adams Electric Cooperative! ■ 

Art Tenhouse is a farmer, CPA, former 
Illinois State Representative and electric 
co-op board member. He currently serves 
as Vice President, Government Relations 
for the Illinois CPA Society. 

The opinions and views of guest commen¬ 
tators are their own and may not represent 
those of the Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives or the electric co-ops of Illinois. 
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My Feet Were Killing Me. 
Until I Discovered 

the Miracle in Germany! 
MADE FOR YOUR FEET ALONE 

In the last 20 years over a half million 

people of all ages - many with foot 

problems far more severe than mine- 

have experienced this blessed relief for 

themselves. 

Here's why Feathersprings work for 

them and why they can work for you. 

These supports are like nothing you've 

ever seen before. They are custom 

formed and made for your feet alone! 

Unlike conventional devices, they 

actually imitate the youthful elastic 

support that Nature originally intended 

your feet to have. 

NO RISK OFFER 

It was the European trip we had 

always dreamed about. We had the time 

and money to go where we wanted — 

see what we wanted. But I soon learned 

that money and time don't mean 

much when your feet hurt too much to 

walk. After a few days of sightseeing my 

feet were killing me. 

Oh, my wife tried to keep me going. 

In Paris I limped through Notre Dame 

and along the Champs-Elysees. And I 

went up in the Eiffel tower although I 

can't honestly say I remember the view. 

My feet were so tired and sore my whole 

body ached. While everybody else was 

having a great time I was in my hotel 

room. I didn't even feel like sitting in a 

sidewalk cafe. 

The whole trip was like that until I got 

to Hamburg, Germany. There by accident, 

I happened to hear about an exciting 

breakthrough for anyone who suffers 

from sore, aching feet and legs. 

This wonderful invention was a custom 

formed foot support called Flexible 

Featherspring® Foot Supports. When I got 

a pair and slipped them into my shoes my 

pain disappeared almost instantly. The 

flexible shock absorbing support they gave 

my feet was like cradling them on a 

cushion on air. I could walk, stand, even 

run. The relief was truly a miracle. 

And just one pair was all I needed. I 

learned my wife also can wear them - even 

in sandals and open backed shoes. They're 

practically invisible. 

Imagine how dumfounded I was to 

discover that these miraculous devices 

were sold only in Europe. Right then I 

decided that I should bring my discovery 

to America. 

Whatever your problem-corns, 

calluses, pain in the balls of your feet, 

burning nerve ends, painful ankles, old 

injuries, backaches or just generally sore, 

aching feet, Flexible Feathersprings will 

bring you relief with every step you take or 

your money back. 

Don't suffer pain and discomfort 

needlessly. If your feet hurt, the miracle of 

Germany can help you. Write for more 

detailed information. There is no obligation 

whatsoever. Just fill out the coupon below 

and mail it today. 

What people say about the miracle: 
“A number of my patients have ordered your Featherspring 
Foot Supports and have been very pleased with the relief and 
comfort” Dr. C.J.S., Pittsburgh, PA 

“I was extremely skeptical when I placed my order and was 
expecting to be disappointed. Much to my surprise, I found 
almost immediate relief from knee and leg pains and corns 
on my right foot which were a source of continuing pain and 
irritation.” J.C.J., Meridian, MS 

“Wish I had believed your ad five years ago.” 
Mrs. W.C., Fayetteville, NC 

Visit our website at: http://www.featherspring.com 
© Luxis International, Inc. 

FREE! SEND NO MONEY 

" Luxis International, Inc. Dept 19-183 
| 105 W Lincoln Hwy, DeKalb, IL 60115-8007 

| □ YES! I'm interested in ending foot pain. 

■ Please rush, at no risk, the FREE FACT KIT that 

I tells me about Flexible Featherspring Foot Supports. II understand there is no obligation. I will look for a 

LARGE PINK ENVELOPE with details. 

Dr/Mr/Mrs/Ms. 

Address. 

City/State/Zip. 



Daylight Savings Time Change As you may or may not know, the Energy Policy Act of 2005 changes 
the start and stop times for Daylight Savings Time (DST). Beginning in 

2007, DST starts the second Sunday of March and ends the first Sunday of 
November. The real interesting part of this change is that Congress retains 
the right to revert Daylight Savings Time back to the 2005 time schedule 
after a “study” that is to be completed “not later than nine months after 
March 1, 2007.” ■ 

Ameren And ComEd Rate Increases Now In Effect In 1997, the Illinois General Assembly passed, and 
the Governor signed into law, the Electric Utility 

Deregulation law. That legislation greatly changed 
how the state’s investor-owned utilities (lOUs) 
are regulated. The 1997 deregulation law, among 
many other things, mandated rate reductions for 
residential customers of the lOUs, and then “froze” 
those resulting rates during a mandatory transition 
period. The mandatory transition period and rate 
freeze were extended several years ago, but came to 
an end on Jan. 1, 2007. 

The full Illinois House failed to consider HB 
2197, the Senate-passed mandatory three-year 
IOU rate increase phase-in legislation, prior to 
the end of the current legislative session. And, the 
Senate did not consider SB 1714, the House-passed 
legislation, which would have extended the IOU 
rate freeze for three years, by the deadline. This 

means that the new IOU rates, which took effect 
on Jan. 2, will stay in place. However, it is pos¬ 
sible that the House may consider and possibly 
approve new legislation to freeze rates at their 
previous levels during the upcoming spring 2007 
session. 

Based on the results of the September power 
auctions, along with other factors, rate increases 
of approximately 40 to 55 percent are predicted 
for residential consumers of the Ameren utility 
companies beginning Jan. 2, 2007, and 22 to 24 
percent are predicted for ComEd’s residential 
consumers. 

As not-for-profit entities owned and controlled 
by the consumers themselves, electric cooperatives 
(and municipal systems) were treated differently 
than the lOUs under the 1997 deregulation law 
and are not subject to the same requirements. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 

Co-ops Apply For In January, Governor Rod 
Blagojevich asked President 

Bush for federal assistance for 
26 counties hit hard by the 

FEMA Assistance After Ice Storms 
and electric co-ops with storm- 
related costs. 

Eleven Illinois electric co-ops 
were hit by the winter ice storm 
and suffered an estimated total 
$8 million in damages. Over¬ 
all the areas affected suffered 
an estimated $19.5 million in 
damages. 

“We’re still dealing with 
the effects of the ice storm 
that knocked out power for 
up to a week in many areas,” 
Gov. Blagojevich said. “In fact, 
in less than a year, communities 
across our state have dealt 
with tornadoes, thunderstorms, 
flooding and record snowfalls. 
I’m hoping the federal govern¬ 
ment takes all of this into 
account as they review our 
request.” ■ 

December ice storm. The Federal 
disaster declaration would help 
state and local governments, 
municipally-owned utilities 



Electric Co-ops Support Energy Independence The National Rural Electric Cooperatives Association 
(NRECA) supports President Bush’s commitment to 

reducing our nation’s dependence on foreign fuel and 
applauds his call for increased production of renewable, 
domestic energy. 

“As the President observed, technological advances 
and increased investment in research will foster greater 
efficiency across the energy industry. Electric cooperatives 
continue to integrate new, renewable energy and clean 

coal technologies into their generation portfolios and 
remain committed to helping achieve a national goal for 
the production of 25 percent of the nation’s energy sup¬ 
ply from renewable sources by 2025,” says Glenn English, 
President/CEO of NRECA. “NRECA looks forward to 
working with the Administration, Congress and industry 
and environmental stakeholders to help stem America’s 
consumption of foreign fuel and develop a domestic, 
renewable, ag-based fuel industry.” 

Rep. Jerry Weller Receives Electric 
Cooperative's Public Service Award U.S. Representative Jerry Weller (R-ll, Morris) received the 2006 Illinois 

Electric Cooperatives Public Service Award in Princeton on Monday, 
Jan. 8. The award was made in recognition of Weller’s dedicated public ser¬ 
vice to all citizens of the state of Illinois and for outstanding contributions 
to the rural electrification program. 

Weller is now serving his seventh term representing the 11th District 
of Illinois. He currently serves on the very important Ways and Means 
Committee. With a degree in Agriculture from the University of Illinois, 
Weller has always been a strong advocate for rural Illinois. 

Noland expressed his gratitude to Weller for his consistent and effective 
support. He said, “Congressman Weller has been a great supporter of the 
rural electric legislative program. He has been a leader on issues impor¬ 
tant to rural Illinois and to the members of our local not-for-profit electric 
cooperatives. He was instrumental in helping make clean renewable energy 
bond financing available to electric co-ops and municipal utilities. Like the 
electric co-ops of Illinois, he also strongly supports the increased production 
of ethanol and biodiesel.” 

Weller said he will push for expanded use of ethanol and biodiesel in 
the new Congress. “I advocate increasing the amount of biofuels consumed 
to 25 billion gallons by the year 2025,” Weller said. “Increasing use of 
renewable fuel provides America with greater energy security and national 
security, because we are not relying on foreign sources of fuel. And it means 
more jobs for Illinois workers and higher prices for Illinois’ corn and soy¬ 
bean growers.” ■ 

Board members from Com Belt Energy presented the 2006 Illinois Electric Cooperatives 
Public Service Award to U.S. Representative Jerry Weller (R'l 1, Morris) (center) 
at the co-op’s northern region headquarters in Princeton. From left are Jeff Reeves, 
President/CEO of Com Belt Energy, Dennis Fredrickson of Victoria, Robert Angus of 
Ottawa, Weller, Albert Hagenbuch of Utica and Charles Meisenheimer of Walnut. 

College Grants For 
Illinois Middle Class MAP Plus (Illinois’ Monetary Award 

Program Plus) provides $500 grants 
to college sophomores, juniors and 
seniors from families with incomes below 
$200,000. The Fiscal Year 2007 budget 
also includes increased funding for the 
existing MAP program, which serves 
students from lower income families. 
In total, 225,000 students will benefit 
from the creation of MAP Plus and the 
additional funding for MAP. 

The average annual cost of tuition 
and fees to attend a public university 
in Illinois is more than $7,000 (more 
than doubling in the past 10 years), and 
the average cost for private colleges is 
more than $20,000, according to Illinois 
Student Assistance Commission (ISAC) 
data. Even two-year community col¬ 
leges in Illinois have experienced an 80 
percent hike, and now average $2,465 in 
tuition and fees. Nationally, the average 
yearly cost in tuition and fees for public 
universities is $9,877, and $26,025 for 
private universities, according to the 
National Center for Education Statistics. 

Funding for MAP Plus will come from 
restructuring or selling part of the student 
loan portfolio now held by ISAC. MAP 
Plus was inspired by the success of MAP, 
which has been providing assistance 
to college students from lower-income 
families since 1967. MAP Plus - like 
MAP - will be administered by ISAC, 
which also administers the Illinois 
Veterans Grant Program, Silas Purnell 
Illinois Incentive for Access Program, 
teacher scholarship programs and others. 

For more information go to www. college 
zone.com or phone 800-899-ISAC 
(4722). ■ 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • March 2007 



Wildlife Conservation Grants Funding For Illinois Landowners 
The Illinois Department of Natural Resources (IDNR) 

is encouraging Illinois wildlife groups and individuals 

interested in wildlife conservation to apply for financial 

assistance for projects that protect and manage non- 

game species in Illinois through the State Wildlife Grant 

program. Groups and organizations submitting project 

grant proposals must do so by April 16, 2007. 

Information on the pre-application for the State 

Wildlife Grant program is available on the IDNR Web site 

at: http://dnr.state.il.us/orc/wildliferesources/theplan/ 

swggrant/login.asp. 

For more information on the State Wildlife Grant 

Program in Illinois, contact the IDNR Watershed 

Protection Section, One Natural Resources Way, 

Springfield, IL 62702-1271, 217-785-5907, 

e-mail: james.renn@illinois.gov. ■ 

Keep Warm 
Illinois The Keep Warm Illinois Web site 

(www.keepwarm.illinois.gov) 

offers various no-cost and low-cost 

energy saving tips, a Web-based tool 

to conduct a home energy audit, 

links to energy assistance programs 

and other resources. In addition, the 

Keep Warm Illinois hotline (1-877- 

411-WARM) is another resource for 

Illinois residents to learn how to save 

energy and get energy assistance. 

Energy Saving Workshops March 14-15 If you own a rural business or are an ag producer you can learn about oppor¬ 

tunities to save energy and lower operating costs at one of two information- 

packed workshops. Topics will include business energy resources, free audits, top 

efficiency recommendations, financial resources such as state loans, USDA grants 

and loans for energy efficiency and renewable energy projects, assistance from the 

Smart Energy Design Assistance Center and tax incentives for energy efficiency 

improvements, and the buzz about green buildings. 

Sponsored by the Illinois Electric Council in partnership with Illinois 

Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity, USDA Rural 

Development, Illinois Finance Authority and others the workshops will be 

held: March 14 at Millikin University Community College in Decatur and 

March 15 at Rend Lake near Ina. 

For more information, e-mail Info@IECouncil.org or call 217'546-6815. ■ 

March Temperatures Expected To Return To Seasonal Levels With the mild winter of 2006-2007 

almost behind us, it is time to 

look ahead towards spring. 

The latest long-range 

climate models suggest 

that the current El Nino, 

which has been primarily 

responsible for keeping 

Illinois warmer than 

average the last three 

months, is holding steady 

in strength. 

However, there are some 

indications that the spilt- 

flow jet stream pattern 

that has been dominate 

across North America 

during the winter may 

begin to break down 

and enter a period of 

transition. 

The NAO (North Atlantic 

Oscillation) is expected to become 

negative once again by later in the 

month, which traditionally allows 

more of an upper-level trough pat¬ 

tern to set-up across the eastern 

March Temperature Outlook 
Dec thru Jan Temperature 

Departure from Normal 

Above Normal 

| Slightly Above Normal 

^Near Normal 

| Slightly Below Normal ejsweather 
www.ejsweather.com 

third of the country. This will al¬ 

low an increase in frequency of 

cooler Canadian air masses to make 

their way across the region. With 

that being said, much of Illinois is 

expected to see temperatures average 

□ 4-6°F Above V y j-^ 

□ 6-8°F Above 

fri8-10oF Above 

closer to normal during March with 

warmer weather still persisting across 

northern portions of the country. 

Source: EJS Weather, Newton, III., 

go to www.ejsweather.com, 

or call 618-783-3040. ■ 
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How Safe Is Your Home From Electrical Dangers? 

We treasure our homes as a safe and cozy place where 

we can relax with family and friends. But there may 

be invisible hazards hidden behind your walls or lurking 

unseen outdoors that threaten your safety and that of your 

loved ones. 

According to the National Fire Protection Associa¬ 

tion, there’s plenty of reason for concern: nearly 32,000 

fires in the home were caused by faulty house wiring or wir¬ 

ing devices each year between 1999 and 2002. These fires 

resulted in 220 deaths, 950 injuries, and $674 million in 

property damage annually. 

Now for the good news - there is something you 

can do to safeguard your home from dangerous electrical 

hazards. The Leviton Institute recommends you hire a 

qualified electrician to make a thorough inspection of your 

house and grounds every 10 years. You should also make 

your own yearly inspection a part of your regular spring 

chores. It’s easy - just follow this list: 

Outdoor GFCIs: 
• Make sure all outdoor receptacles are protected by 

Ground Fault Circuit Interrupters (GFCIs) and a weather¬ 

proof cover. With warmer weather just around the corner, 

pools, hot tubs and barbeques are going to start getting a 

lot of use. Make sure pool pumps, hot tubs and appliances 

you use outdoors are plugged into GFCI-protected outlets. 

These will safeguard your friends and family from danger¬ 

ous electrical shock. GFCIs detect when current is leaking 

from an electrical circuit to ground and automatically shut 

off the power at the receptacle. 

Indoor GFCIs: 
• Kitchens, bathrooms, laundry rooms or any other 

place around the house that has a water source within six 

feet of the receptacle needs GFCI protection. Remember: 

water and electricity are a potentially deadly combination. 

Keep appliances like radios or hair dryers away from sinks, 

tubs and pools. 

3 Defective Wiring Devices: 
• Check outlets and switches for cracks, broken 

parts or loose-fitting plugs. Replace defective devices im¬ 

mediately, as well as those that feel hot to the touch. 

4 Overloaded Outlets: 
• Make sure outlets are not overloaded. Most 

household outlets are typically rated around 15-20 amps. 

Plugging too many appliances into one outlet can exceed 

that rating and create a fire or shock hazard. 

5 Visual Inspections: 
• Inspect all power cords and extension cords: those 

showing signs of cracking, fraying or obvious wear should 

be replaced immediately. 

Extension Cords: 
• Never run extensions under rugs, carpets or fur¬ 

niture where damage might occur unseen and start a fire. 

When using an extension cord, always plug the appliance 

into the extension cord first before plugging the extension 

cord into the outlet. 

7 Light Bulbs: 
• Be sure to replace a hurned-out light bulb with 

one that doesn’t exceed the recommended wattage for the 

lamp socket. 
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By John Lowrey 

your meter any more. No more esti¬ 
mated meter readings if you forget. 
You won’t have one bill with 40 days 
of electricity usage and the next with 
20 days because you forgot to read 
the meter at the same time of month. 
The meter will be read remotely from 
the co-op office. Meter readings will 
he automatically entered in the co-p’s 
billing system with electronic accuracy. 
And it is all done using the electric 
lines as the communications link to 
each meter. 

With daily and even hourly reading 
data your co-op can help you better 
understand when and how you are us¬ 
ing electricity. This is powerful infor¬ 
mation for solving high bill questions. 
Billing dates can be adjusted. New in¬ 
novative rates are possible with AMR 
meters. Pre-payment options are pos¬ 
sible for better budgeting. Connects 
and disconnects can be handled from 
the co-op office. 

But wait, there’s more. 
This benefit of AMR technology 

goes beyond a simple meter reading. 
This innovative technology can help 
cooperatives improve reliability. Volt¬ 
age levels can be monitored remotely, 
outages can be managed more ef¬ 
ficiently and annoying blinking light 
problems can be isolated and solved. 
It can help solve difficult problems 
like a bad neutral, cracked insulator or 
bad transformer. It can help determine 
if the problem is on the member’s side 
of the meter. 

With a little ingenuity electric co-ops 
are using AMR technology to create 
new solutions and services to members. 

Jim Coleman, Shelby Electric Co¬ 
operative President/CEO, says the 
TWACS (two-way automatic control 

There are more than 100 million electric meters in the 

United States measuring what is becoming an ever 

more expensive and essential commodity—electricity. 

Yet only 10 percent of the nation’s utility companies are 

using new “smart meters” to more efficiently measure and 

report electricity use. 
Many electric co-ops, however, 

have embraced these new high-tech 
meters. Based on an assessment by the 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commis¬ 
sion (FERC) electric co-ops are lead¬ 
ing the industry in the installation 
of innovative new automated meter 

reading (AMR) technology. 
In Illinois 15 of the state’s 25 elec¬ 

tric co-ops have installed AMR. The 
others are either planning to install 
AMR or are seriously considering it. 

Why should you care? 
For starters you won’t have to read 

Rural Electric Convenience Cooperative Information Systems Supervisor Tom Jones 
(left) says detailed useage data from the new automated meter reading (AMR) system 
will eventually he available to members online. Lou DeLaby, Manager of Operations 
and Maintenance, says the new meters help solve blinking light problems and help during 
both routine and major outages. Meters can be pinged like computers on a network in 
order to monitor the status of the system all along the co-op’s 1,338 miles of line. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 



system) AMR system from Distribu¬ 
tion Control Systems, Inc. (DCSI) is 
helping the co-op provide a unique 
package of services to members. It 
includes a backup generator that can 
run an entire house, remote discon¬ 
nect through the TWACS AMR 
system and a incentive for allowing 
the co-op to disconnect service during 
peak demand alerts. 

More than 100 generators have 
already been sold. The demand shot 
up after the early winter ice storms 
knocked out power to many of the co¬ 
op’s members. 

When controlled by the co-op the 
small generators can be combined 
into a virtual peaking power plant. 
Coleman says, “As we move into this 
new market, peak demand is going to 
be the most important component of 
your rate base. There is not enough 
base load generation out there, and 
the cost of peaking power is becoming 
more expensive.” 

Obviously for the member a backup 
generator with automatic startup 
virtually guarantees they’ll never be 
without power no matter what Moth¬ 
er Nature throws at us. 

There’s no such thing as a “virtual 
lineman” and it will always take 
linemen in the field to repair out¬ 
age damage. With an AMR system, 
however, co-ops can better under¬ 
stand the scope of an outage and 
verify repairs have indeed restored 
power to members. 

Coleman says, “The TWACS 
AMR system was a God send during 
the ice storms.” 

Monroe County Electric Coop¬ 
erative employees also found the 
AMR system helpful during the ice 
storm outage. “We had some server 
problems and we had some issues with 
the radio communication at times, but 
it still helped us pin down what ser¬ 
vices we had left to repair,” says Alan 
Wattles, President/CEO of the co-op. 

Wattles says the AMR system is 
helping lower the system’s line loss by 

a healthy 2 percent. He adds, “It has 
been a great tool for high bill com¬ 
plaints. The graphing information you 
can pull out for the member shows 
daily usage and it has been a big help.” 

Rural Electric Convenience Cooperative’s Dana Smith, Director of Member and Public 
Relations (left), David Stuva, President/CEO and Becky Grossner, Billing/Payroll 
Analyst, agree that the new AMR metering system is a great tool. Stuva says, “It 
makes it easier to help members with high bill complaints. Now we have graphs of their 
hourly useage as well as past month history.” 

Wattles hopes the co-op will be able 
to offer a pre-pay option next. “That 
is going to eliminate us having to col¬ 
lect a large deposit from someone with 
less than stellar credit. They’ll have a 
piece of equipment in their house that 
shows the dollar amount left and the 
kwh used, and we can send them mes¬ 
sages. It will help them budget and we 
lower our risk to the co-op.” 

“THE TWACS AMR 
SYSTEM WAS A GOD SEND 

DURING THE ICE STORMS.” 

Jerry Durflinger, Manager of Mem¬ 
ber Services for Corn Belt Energy, 
says the TWACS AMR system as¬ 
sists every department of the co-op 
in giving better service. For the office 
services department it helps expedite 
meter readings when a renter moves 
in or out, improves accuracy and 
eliminates estimated readings. For the 
engineering department it helps with 
system planning by providing load 

data, and will help with more accurate 
transformer and breaker sizing. For the 

operations department it, of course, 

helps with outages, but also with volt¬ 
age monitoring and load management. 

Integration with other new technol¬ 
ogy will only multiply the benefits of 
AMR, says Durflinger. “When integrat¬ 
ed with our GPS mapping, outage soft¬ 
ware and SC AD A (system control and 
data acquisition) we have no doubt we 
will have a more efficient and quicker 
response to outage restoration. We 
_ are also looking to the future when 

time-of-day rates may be needed 
and we are storing data from hourly 

reads for future analysis.” 
Data from the AMR system has 

helped Durflinger solve high bill 
complaints. For example, he says, 
“During the summer we had an 

apartment complex that has very old A/ 
C units. Some of these units malfunc¬ 
tioned and the result was high electric 
usage. Our daily and hourly TWACS 
summary helped them in identifying 
the problem and helped in explaining 
the problem to our members.” 

Dustin Tripp, President/CEO of 
SouthEastern Illinois Electric Cooper¬ 
ative, says the TWACS AMR system 
has helped find both low and high 
voltage problems caused by bad trans¬ 
formers that had never been reported 
by members. 
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Tripp says members like the new 
system, and employees like it as well. 
He says, “They have so much more 
information now and are better 
equipped to resolve billing issues and 
have resources to locate service prob¬ 
lems. The system is capable of per¬ 
forming outage monitoring on a 24/7 
basis and it can also read other utility 
meters such as gas or water meters.” 

So why aren’t other utilities install¬ 
ing AMR as aggressive-   
ly as electric co-ops? 
Tripp says the first 
reason is distance and 
member density per 
mile of line. Investor- 
owned utility (IOU) 
meter readers can read 
300 to 500 meters a day. But co-ops 
have three to six meters per mile. 

Mark Stallons, Vice-President/Gen- 
eral Manager of Egyptian Electric 
Cooperative Association, says co-ops 
simply have a different service phi¬ 
losophy and financial requirements. 
“IOUS are looking at short term pay¬ 
backs of three to four years. Co-ops 
look at the net present value payback, 
but we are also going to take into ac¬ 
count the impact on the member and 
the quality of service we provide. If 
we can keep the members rates the 
same and provide a better quality 
of service then we will typically go 
ahead and invest in new technology 
like AMR.” 

The most obvious change for mem¬ 
bers is not having to read their meter 
each month. Stallons says being able 
to remotely communicate with each 
meter using the existing power lines 
has proven to have many less obvi¬ 
ous benefits. More data on the system 
will always provide better answers and 
new solutions to problems. 

Although communicating a simple 
meter reading takes very little band- 

The old meter on the top is like an old 

adding machine. The new AMR meter on 

the bottom is like a computer. Using the 

power lines to communicate with this new 

meter is helping innovative cO'Ops provide 

more information on electric useage to 

their members, and monitor and improve 

the reliability of the electric grid. 

width, Stallons says broadband Inter¬ 
net service is possible using existing 
power lines too. He says the co-op is 
continuing to monitor the progress of 
the broadband over power line (BPL) 
technology, but he says the business 
case is impossible without a large infu¬ 
sion of grant money. The other risk is 
that the technology is changing very 
rapidly and competing standards have 
not been completely resolved. 

“An AMR system gives co-op 
members the ability to know 

more about their useage,” 

Stallons says, “On the flip side if 
we don’t do it some of our members 
may never have high speed Internet 
just because of the low customer 
density issue.” 

Eastern Mini Electric Cooperative, 
one of the leading co-ops in the coun¬ 
try involved in deploying wireless 
broadband Internet service, is also de¬ 
ploying TWACS AMR and keeping a 
close eye on BPL technology. 

Alan Schweighart, Manager of 
Operations and Engineering for the 
co-op, says, “AMR is the wave of the 
future and Illinois cooperatives are just 
getting ahead of the game. The advan¬ 
tages are so numerous to the coopera¬ 
tive, you wonder how you can justify 
not going with an AMR system?” 

There are daily examples that justi¬ 
fy AMR, says Schweighart. “One day 
last week we ran a voltage check on 
all the accounts that have a TWACs 
meter. Out of 7,500 meters we 
checked, it told us that there might 
be voltage problems at 18 accounts. I 
sent linemen to all the places and we 
ended up changing 15 out of the 18 
transformers because of high voltage. 
Members never even knew that there 
was a problem.” 

An AMR system helps accurately 
identify systems losses. Tim Huber, 
Engineering Manager for Norris Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative, says, “We are able 
to verify what substations have higher 
losses and know exactly where to im¬ 
prove system performance.” 
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Huber says the AMR system helped 
solve a loose connection problem 
causing more than 50 momentary 
interruptions at one account. He also 
likes the help AMR provides in solv¬ 
ing high hills. 

“We have used the hourly meter 
reading data to determine when and 
how much someone was using. Usu¬ 
ally it was a large amount of power 
that was used over a month ago and 
they do not remember what they 
were doing.” 

More features are available each 
year, says Huber. “The system exceeds 
our expectations. Once you have the 
system there are more and more things 
you discover you can do with it.” 

John Meng, President/General 
Manager for Clay Electric Coopera¬ 
tive, says the co-op began using its 
AMR system nearly five years ago. 
He says common trouble calls from 
members can often be solved from the 
office without the time or expense of 
sending a lineman. 

“AMR will also help in the imple¬ 
mentation of real time rate schedules, 

which I think will be demanded of all 
utilities in the future,” says Meng. Data 
from the system will help Clay Electric 
create more accurate system construc¬ 
tion and improvement work plans. 

Meng says, “This is an example of 
our doing more with less philosophy.” 

Dennis Ivers, Director of Engineer¬ 
ing for Tri-County Electric Coop¬ 
erative, says the co-op has almost 
completed installation of its AMR 
system. “Our members are excited 
about not having to read their meters,” 
he says. 

AMR is a very powerful tool, he 
adds. As an engineer he appreciates 
the blink management, outage man¬ 
agement and voltage monitoring the 
system provides. Ivers says that many 
new automation systems will be inte¬ 
grated with AMR to create what some 
are calling the “smart grid.” 

One of the small benefits of an 
AMR system is not having to worry 
about locked gates or dogs. But prob¬ 
ably the most important benefit is 
energy use knowledge. 

“An AMR system gives co-op mem¬ 
bers the ability to know more about 
their useage,” says Ed Kobeszka, Man¬ 
ager, Product Marketing for the St. 
Louis based DCSI. “Our new in-home 
display will help consumers make even 
better and more educated decisions 
about their lifestyle and energy use.” 

The age of cheap and plentiful 
energy is over. At the same time the 
demand for 100 percent reliability is 
increasing. AMR is one of the corner¬ 
stone technologies co-ops are installing 
in order to provide uncompromising 
quality service for the long term. ■ 

As a meter reader for Com Belt Energy, Tom Rowen used to spend three days each 

month, six hours each of those days, driving across rural Illinois and writing down the 

five digit meter readings. It was a very structured and mundane task except for the pets he 

came to know. Now the co-op reads its meters with an automated meter reading (AMR) 

system improving member privacy and employee safety. 
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How To Decipher Pesticide Labels 
For your family’s safety, really read the labels this time 

I admit, I’m guilty. I have typed many news releases 
1 

"It really is worth the 
extra five minutes 
of time to read the 
label on a product." 

Illi 

. 

with the sentence “Always read and follow label 
directions.” 

That’s great, hut that statement is a bit like 
saying, “Always fasten your seatbelt.” You’ve heard 
it so often, that the meaning has almost gotten lost. 

The same is true with labels on pesticide 
containers. So, in honor of the coming lawn 
season, I did a bit of research on reading labels; and 
learned quite a bit in the process. 

For instance, all pesticide labels contain the 
statements, “It is a violation of federal law to use 
this product in a manner inconsistent with its 
labeling” and, “Keep out of reach of children.” 

In addition, a signal word is used on the 
label indicating how dangerous the product is to 
humans. DANGER is the highest, it means highly 
toxic. WARNING is defined as moderately toxic. 
CAUTION is the lowest, or slightly toxic. 

Under the Precautionary Statements section, 
you will find information on how to protect the 
individual applying the product and any others that 
may be exposed, including pets. Read this section 
carefully. 

Make note of the Statement of Practical 
Treatment, as it contains information on what 
to do in case of an accidental poisoning. All 
DANGER labels will contain a note to physicians 
outlining treatment and listing an antidote, if one 

is available. Always take the label 
with you to the hospital if an acciden¬ 
tal poisoning should occur, even 
for products labeled WARNING or 
CAUTION. 

Another item listed under the 
Precautionary Statements is the 
Environmental Hazards Statement. 
It warns of potential dangers to the 
environment. Some may choose 

to skip this section, but the first time you kill the 
goldfish in your water garden or cripple your crop of 
tomatoes, you will understand why I highly recom¬ 
mend reading this information. Also, setback guide¬ 
lines (how far away from a specific site you must be 
before applying the product) will be outlined here. 

The Directions for Use heading is where you 
will find the misuse statement (“It is a violation of 
federal law inconsistent with its labeling”). In 
simple terms, it makes you responsible for the use of 

the product. On a bigger scale, the courts generally 
recognize the label as a binding contract, requiring 
you to use the product exactly as directed. 

Why read the Directions For Use section? It 
tells you what pests are controlled by the product, 
mixing or dilution rates, application rates, equip¬ 
ment you will need for application, how often to 
apply, etc. 

Pay special attention to the Re-entry or 
Restricted Entry Statement. It explains how long 
to wait after application before entering a treated 
area. It typically provides the same information 
for pets, if necessary, too. If a statement is not 
provided, the legal interval is assumed to be when 
sprays are dry (liquid application) or dust is settled. 

Another section to read carefully is Storage 
and Disposal. Proper storage of the product is 
important if you plan on using the product again. 
Disposal of leftover product is best accomplished 
at a household hazardous waste collection site. 
Contact your local municipality to see if your com¬ 
munity hosts such an event. If they do not, contact 
your area Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
office to locate the nearest collection site. 

Container disposal varies greatly. Some con¬ 
tainers can be “triple rinsed,” others will specify 
they “can be offered for recycling,” while others 
may have you contact your local EPA for guidance. 

A lot of other information can be found 
on the label, too, such as the common name of 
the product, the chemical name of the product, 
ingredients, the net contents of the container and 
the name and address of the manufacturer. 

If you have a container with the label partially 
missing, worn off, etc. search for it at greenbook. 
net. This site contains labels for all agriculture, turf 
and ornamental products. 

I know it is time-consuming, but it really is 
worth the extra five minutes to read the label on a 
product. In fact, doing it before you purchase the 
product might save you time, money and another 
trip to the store. ■ 

Jodie Tate is the Natural Resources 
Management Educator for the University 
of Illinois Extension Springfield Center, 
217-782-6515 or jotate@uiuc.edu. 
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DEALERS: 
Advantage Comfort Systems 

Paxton, IL, 217-379-6305 

Bedal Heating & Cooling 
Plano, IL, 630-552-1609 

Bratcher Heating & Air Conditioning, inc. 
Bloomington/Normal, IL, 309-454-1611 

Brennan Heating & Cooling 
Jacksonville, IL, 217-245-7181 

C & K Heating & Cooling 
Lebanon, IL, 618-537-9528 

Climate Company, Inc. 
Breese, IL, 618-526-2135 

Davis Electric 
Rushville, IL, 217-322-6677 

Ernst Heating & Cooling 
Hamel, IL, 618-633-2244 

Fowler Heating & Cooling 
Marion, IL, 618-997-5288 

Henson Robinson Company 
Springfield, IL, 217-544-8451 

Jesse Heating and Air Conditioning 
Decatur, IL, 217-422-1744 

Champaign, IL, 217-352-8511 

Johnson Heating & A/C 
Kewanee, IL, 309-852-2610 

Kuchefski Heating & A/C, Inc. 
Danville, IL, 217-442-1454 

Long Heating & Cooling 
Macomb, IL, 309-837-4303 

Neuhaus Heating & A/C 
Litchfield, IL, 217-324-2818 

R & H Plumbing & Heating, Inc. 
Altamont, IL, 618-483-6159 

Rightnowar HVAC 
Keenes, IL, 618-732-8268 

South Side Hardware 
Greenfield, IL, 217-368-2705 

Steffen Heating & A/C, Inc. 
Effingham, IL, 217-342-2062 

Stevens Heating & Air Conditioning 
Quincy, IL, 217-222-5220 

Tarter Bros. Mechanical 
Lincoln, IL, 217-735-4117 

Weeke Sales & Service 
Okawville, IL, 618-243-5333 

Weidner Refrigeration, Inc. 
Divernon, IL, 217-628-3400 

Whitt Sales & Service, Inc. 
Farina, IL, 618-245-6404 

WE REAP MORE THAN 
JUST CORN & SOYBEANS 

FROM THE GROUND! 

Geothermal systems provide us with a 
bountiful harvest of heating and cooling 
energy any day of the year. Propane 
and natural gas prices are on a dramatic 
increase and a GeoComfort geothermal 
system can provide you with a 
permanent “locked-in” low energy 
cost. It’s like owning your own power 
plant. 

Installing a geothermal heating and 
cooling system can save over 70% on 
monthly utility bills that use propane 
or natural gas. 

Designed to transfer the Earth’s free 
energy from the ground to your home, 
geothermal systems by GeoComfort will 
reduce your heating and cooling costs 
while improving your home comfort. 
GeoComfort heating and cooling 
systems use leading technology to 
produce top efficiencies in the HVAC 
industry. 

GeoComfort’s network of knowledgeable 
dealers can help you save up to 70% on 
your heating and cooling bills. We 
would be glad to help you with all your 
geothermal questions and needs. 

Geothermal Heating, Cooling, and Hot 
Water Comfort Systems 

Geothermal information available at www.geocomfort.com 
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Fast Growing Trees The First To Go 
How to chose the right tree for the long term 

'Fast 

prone 

We tend to think of trees as majestic plants that 

will be around for decades if not centuries. Yet, 

in an instant, limbs and trunks can come crashing 

to the ground. 

That happened the first day of December 2006, 

and was followed by another losing bout with ice 

on January 12 of this year. It’s hard to imagine that 

just a little ice can wreak havoc on something that 

just hours before, while not fully leafed out and 

providing shade, was still acting like a sentinel over 

your domain. 

In Springfield, we additionally suffered two tor¬ 

nadoes over the past year. Jokingly, we say, “well, at 

least everything dead and weak is gone, so our trees 

are good to go for another decade.” That could be 

partially true, but at the same time, who knows 

what curve nature will throw again? 

Even horticulturists who should know bet¬ 

ter aren’t immune. My gorgeous Heritage River 

Birch, with its ornamental peeling bark, lost four 

of its eight tops between December and January. 

More probably would have been lost, except those 

branches actually were lying on the roof, so they 

couldn’t snap. The advantage of pushing a tree 

with fertilizer and water to grow at least 3 feet a 

year came back to bite me in the rear, hard. 

Fortunately, a certified arborist who knew what 

he was doing did some major tree work. It will be 

interesting to see what happens this spring and 

coming year. At least the tree is there. 

Still, every other tree 

stood proud and tall. That’s 

because they all are slower- 

than-molasses at growing, 

so the wood was strong and 

the leaders dense with side 

branches equally spaced. 

They might have bent a bit, but sprung back in 

place. 

Which brings up all the trees that didn’t. 

Sure, some oaks and sugar maples had damage, 

but in most cases, they just stood and looked while 

their neighbors suffered more factures than some 

falling down a ski slope. Obviously, the birches 

with their weak wood and multiple leaders fell 

apart. Silver maples weren’t far behind, followed by 

poplars (including cottonwoods), redbuds (usually 

the older ones), pines and spruces, but more of the 

former and ornamental pears. 

gnawing trees are mare 

to storm injury." 

When you look at the damaged trees, a couple 

things come to mind. 

First, fast growing trees are more prone to 

storm injury. The wood isn’t strong and trees only 

have so much flexibility. The slower the tree grows, 

the harder the wood, and the less damage. 

The branching structure is one of the most 

important aspects of bearing up under wind and ice. 

We talk about crotch angles - where the limbs 

join the trunk. The ideal angle is between 45 and 

60 degrees. Many fast growing trees, and noticeable 

on just about all silver maples and Bradford pears, 

have angles closer to 20 or 30 degrees. That means 

lots of included bark, which is bark that looks like 

it’s grown together but hasn’t. It’s usually the line 

of bark that extends down from what appears to be 

the joining of the limbs. This is usually where limbs 

snap because there’s no structural support. 

You can weigh limbs down, or use spreaders, 

to better create that angle, but you need to do it in 

young trees instead of older ones, which resist the 

spreading. 

Some trees are just naturally old and were 

just hanging on. hike people, trees age. Redbuds 

get old and actually provide more garden interest 

with their gnarly trunks and oriental-like shapes. 

Unfortunately, the wood isn’t strong any more and 

branches break. 

Other limbs and trees were hollow. Hollow 

trees can stand for years and years, but without the 

inner strength of the wood, don’t have the ability 

to counter the extra weight of ice. 

Finally, trees weren’t balanced. In other words, 

when looked at from a bird’s eye view, the trees 

weren’t rounded. What was on one side of the 

tree wasn’t balanced on the opposite side. So, as 

the tree was blanketed with ice, more weight was 

bearing down on certain parts of the tree instead of 

others. The results were toppled limbs and trees. 

Next month, in honor of Arbor Day, we’ll take 

a look at what types of trees should be planted. ■ 

□avid Robson is an Extension Educator, 
Horticulture, at the Springtield Extension 
Center, University of Illinois Extension, 
P.0. Box 8199, Springfield, IL 62791. 
Telephone: 217-782-6515. 
E-mail: drobson@uiuc.edu. 
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You may not realize it, but your home is sitting on a free and renewable supply of energy. A WaterFurnace 

geothermal system taps into that source to provide dramatic energy savings and exceptional heating and cooling 

comfort for your home. In fact, many homeowners save as much as 60% in heating, cooling and hot water costs. 
And that’s money in the bank. It’s a smart investment in your family’s comfort. Call your local WaterFurnace 

dealer today to learn how to tap into your buried treasure, or call (800) GEO-SAVE. No pirate required. 

Anna 
Hartline Htg. & Clg. 
618-833-6802 

Belleville 
Bel-O Sales & Service, Inc. 
618-235-6626 

Sigman Htg. & A/C, Inc. 
618-234-4343 

Decatur 
Design-Air Htg. & Clg. 
217-429-1105 
800-452-7845 

Delavan 
Jeckel Plumbing & Htg. 
309-244-8265 

Mt. Vernon 
Holloway Htg. & Clg 
618-242-5481 

Murphysboro 
William’s A/C & Htg 
618-864-3606 

Shelbyville 
Macari Service Center 
217-774-4214 

Bloomington 
Wm. Masters, Inc. 
309-662-8481 

Effingham 
Jansen’s Htg. & A/C 
217-347-5223 

Pana 
Macari Service Center 
217-562-3631 

Brighton 
Den-Son Inc. Htg. & Clg. 
618-372-8375 

Flora 
Electro-Electric 
618-662-4520 

Paxton 
Houston Plumbing 
800-379-2165 

Canton 
Easley Mechanical 
309-647-3450 

Forrest 
Kupferschmid, Inc. 
815-657-8147 

Peru 
Pro's Htg. & Clg. 
815-223-0715 

Charleston 
LD Mechanical Contractors, Inc. 
217-345-9633 

Chester 
De Rousse Htg. & A/C, Inc. 
618-826-4359 

Gibson City 
Houston Plumbing 
800-379-2165 

Petersburg 
Collins Plumbing & Htg 
217-632-3670 

Goodfield 
Hinrichsen 
309-965-2604 

Pittsfield 
Peters Htg. & A/C, Inc 
217-285-1600 

Cissna Park 
Boyce Electric 
815-457-2700 

Harrisburg 
William’s A/C & Htg. 
618-864-3606 

Pontiac 
Kupferschmid, Inc 
815-842-3812 

L & R Heating and Cooling 
815-457-2097 

Lawrenceville 
Tracy Electric 
618-943-2243 

Quincy 
Peters Htg. & A/C, Inc. 
217-222-1368 

Cobden 
Davis Heating and Cooling 
618-893-2821 

Lincoln 
Albert Service Htg. & A/C 
217-735-9990 

Red Bud 
De Rousse Htg. & A/C, Inc 
618-282-2224 

Collinsville 
Bel-0 Sales & Service, Inc. 
618-344-3434 

Litchfield 
Snell’s Plumbing & Htg. 
217-324-4560 

Salem 
Booher Tin Shop 
618-548-1295 

Columbia 
Bel-O Sales & Service, Inc. 
618-281-8118 

Damiansvilie 
Toennies Service Co. 
618-248-5130 

Macomb 
Arnold Brothers Htg. & Clg. 
309-833-2852 

Springfield 
Collins Plumbing & Htg. 
217-793-8031 

Marion 
D & C Sheetmetal 
618-997-6577 

Steelville 
William’s A/C & Htg. 
618-965-2040 

Taylorville 
Yard Htg. & Clg. 
217-824-4737 

Thomasboro 
Hoveln Htg. & Clg. 
217-643-2125 

Tuscola 
Triangle Htg. & Clg. 
217-253-5400 

Vandalia 
Hunter Appliance Htg. & Clg. 
618-283-3224 

Vienna 
Hartline Htg. & Clg. 
618-833-6802 

Virden 
Snell’s Plumbing & Heating 
217-965-3911 

Waterloo 
Sigman Htg. & A/C, Inc. 
618-234-4343 

Toennies Service Co. 
618-248-5130 

Watseka 
R & M Electric 
815-432-4062 

Smarter from the Ground Up 

waterfurnace.com | (800) GEO-SAVE 
V|atferFurnace is a registered trademark of WaterFumade intematiahai Inc. 
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Another Bright Idea For Saving Money 
How to save $120 with a $20 investment—a real no-brainer 

"CFL uses two thirds less 
electricity and they can 

last up to ID times longer 
than a standard bulb." 

See, I told you it was easy to make your house 
more energy efficient. Last month, we began a 

new series of columns on simple, low-cost steps you 
can take to make your home more energy efficient. 
In that column, I suggested that you buy an 
insulating blanket for your water heater. I assume 
that you have now followed that suggestion and, 
if you did, you will be saving at least a few dollars 
each month. If not, go back to last month’s column 
before continuing with this one. 

This month’s improvement - compact flores- 
cent lights (CFLs) - should cost you less than $20. 
That’s a small price to pay for what I believe is the 
greatest advancement in lighting since Thomas 
Edison’s invention of the incandescent light 
bulb. In fact, they are so great that I just know 
that Thomas would be proud of us. When CFLs 
were first introduced, they cost about $9 each and 
blinked when they first came on. Well, since then, 
“they’ve come a long way, baby.” If you buy them 
in the four-pack, they now cost about $3 each. For 
this month’s improvement, I want you to buy at 
least four CFLs and install them in your most used 
locations. (In my house, that would be the garage 
door opener light). I am aware that they may not 
fit in some older appliances. They are available for 

recessed lighting, too, in 
both spotlight and floodlight 
designs. 

So just what is the advan¬ 
tage of a CFL? First of all, 
the CFL uses two thirds less 
electricity than an equal- 
watt incandescent bulb. And 
since the CFL operates at 
a much lower temperature, 
they last much longer - in 

fact, they can last up to 10 times longer than a 
standard bulb. The filaments of the hotter burning 
incandescent bulbs simply burn out sooner because 
of the heat. 

Next, consider this, 90 percent of the energy of 
incandescent bulb turns into heat and 10 percent 
goes for light. In a CFL, 90 percent of the energy 
goes for light and only 10 percent for heat. (See 
how this might help reduce your cooling load in 
the summer). 

Now, for the really good part. By the time the 
CFL bums out, you will have saved at least what it 

cost you to buy the original four CFLs. By simply 
replacing a 100-watt incandescent build with a 32- 
watt CFL, you can save about $30 in energy costs 
over the life of the bulb. Now, let’s see — $30 times 
four bulbs equals $120 saved. Duh - No-brainer! 

Where can you get them? Many home 
improvement stores now have them and you can 
always check with your local electric cooperative. 
So, do yourself a favor and switch to CFLs. 

You’ve heard him on the radio. You’ve read 
his column in this magazine. Now see him in 
person! Nationally recognized energy consultant, 
Doug Rye, will be visiting southern Illinois to 
help you lower your utility bills. Come see this 
home energy conservation expert and learn how 
residential energy improvements can make you 
money, not cost you money! 

The workshops are being sponsored 
by Egyptian Electric Cooperative, Monroe 
County Electric Co-Operative, SouthEastern 
Illinois Electric Cooperative, Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative and Tri-County Electric 
Cooperative. 

Residential Energy Audit Workshops 
6:30 p.m. Please call to reserve seating. 

March 5, 2007 Holiday Inn, 
Mt Vernon - 800-244-5151 

March 6, 2007 Williamson County Pavilion, 
Marion- 800-833-2611 

April 9, 2007 Hecker Community Center, 
Hecker - 800-757-7433 

April 10, 2007 World Shooting Complex, 
Sparta - 800-606-1505 

April 11, 2007 Shawnee Community College, 
Ullin- 800-762-1400 

Doug Rye, the “Doctor of Energy 
Efficiency-the King of Caulk and Talk” 
can be heard on several different Illinois 
radio stations. Or you can go to his Web 
site at www.dougrye.com, e-mail him at 
info@philliprye.com, or call 888-Doug- 
Rye or 501-653-7931. You can also sign 
up for a free newsletter and order his 
“how to” videotapes. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 



i yy .Call today and ask about our 
QUALITY IS AFFORDABLE ^ monthly specials! 
WE CUSTOM DESIGN TO YOUR SPECIFICATIONS 

Blitz Buildings are built to last! ^ eXp^n^nCC 

Over 12,000 buildings 
constructed 

Blitz Builders #1 in Value 
www. blitzb uilders.com 

T Discount 
Marine 

New 24' LX 24 Tri-Log Pontoon *SBis^ 
Suzuki DPI 15 

4-Stroke Motor & 
Custom Tandem Trailer 

>18999 
Actual Boat Similar to Illustration 

New U( 20F 4 Place 
Fishing Pontoon 

Suzuki DF40 4-Stroke 
Motor & Custom Trailer 

*18999 Actual Boat Similar to Illustration 

Call Our Award Winning Service 
Department for Service On Any 

Suzuki Outboard at 417-588-3550 

; 1 
MARINE 

www.lebanon-suzuki.com 1-800-542-3846 
801 N. Jefferson Lebanon, MO 

Offer Ends 3/31/07 

FOR THE 
TOUGHEST 

JOBS 
ON PLANET EARTH: 
From building, to creating 
to repairing and more. 



A Change Of Heart 
Reflecting on the Youth to Washington Tour and America’s Story 

66 I know now what changed 
I my heart. It was not just the 

■ monuments and memorials, 

not even my selection to be a Youth 

Leadership Council (YLC) delegate. 

It was the people I came in contact 

with who told me America’s story, so 

that I could tell it to you and others. 

America has a wonderful history and 

we, as her people, have the responsi¬ 

bility to retell her story so that she is 

not forgotten. I am not only proud to 

say that I’m an American, I’m proud 

to say that I will tell the American 

story forever.” 

This was the ending of Marlene 

Walker’s speech at the Association of 

Illinois Electric Cooperative’s annual 

meeting last July. She was speak¬ 

ing about her trip to Washington 

D.C. as part of the Illinois Electric 

and Telephone Cooperative’s Youth 

to Washington Tour. Walker was 

first selected to attend Youth Day in 

Springfield by her school’s guidance 

counselor at Windsor Senior High. 

She was then chosen from among her 

fellow students to attend the Youth to 

Washington Tour and was sponsored 

on that all-expenses trip by Shelby 

Electric Cooperative in Shelbyville. 

Walker gave a wonderful speech 

at the Association of Illinois Electric 

Cooperative’s (AIEC) annual meet¬ 

ing, partly because she now has the 

skills and experience needed to be 

comfortable with public speaking. 

During the Youth to Washington 

Tour, Walker gave a speech to fellow 

participants, seeking to be chosen as 

the group’s delegate for the YLC. The 

group agreed she was the strongest 

candidate. After the trip, Walker re¬ 

turned to Washington, D.C. to meet 

with delegates from the other states in 

the country and to learn more about 

speech writing, presentation and how 

cooperatives have helped improved 

our country in many ways. 

To be chosen for YLC she had to 

wow fellow Youth to Washington par¬ 

ticipants with a speech. 

Once the trip was over, she 

spoke about her experience 

on the trip at the Asso¬ 

ciation of Illinois Electric 

Cooperatives annual 

meeting in Springfield and 

will speak with students 

attending this year’s Youth 

Day in Springfield on 

March 28, 2007. 

She has attended a 

workshop in Washington 

D.C. where she learned 

more about speech writ¬ 

ing, presentation and, of 

course, more about co¬ 

operatives and how they 

serve our country. 

“You’re always a little 

nervous, but after having 

given my speech at the 

AIEC annual meeting and 

at Washington, it’s not as 

scary as it used to be,” says 

Walker. 

The experiences Walker has gained 

throughout her year as the YLC del¬ 

egate should help her with her future 

college plans, which include a major in 

agriculture education. She is currently 

an A student and she’s involved in Na¬ 

tional Honor Society, FFA, golf and 4- 

H at Windsor High School in Windsor. 

Talking about her Youth to Wash¬ 

ington experience, Walker says she 

was impacted most by the group’s 

trip to the Iwo Jima memorial, where 

Thomas Miller, a marine involved 

in that conflict, spoke to the group. 

“That was my favorite part of the 

trip. I liked the historical facts and 

learning that it was a group effort by 

everyone to do the whole thing. The 

teamwork. A lot of what he talked 

about was how they raised two flags 

and it was a whole group effort and 

how even now those marines are the 

ones he remembers.” 

Walker encourages all junior and se¬ 

nior high school students to ask their 

U.S. Department of Agriculture Rural Utilities 

Program Administrator James Andrew said he was 

very impressed with Marlene Walker’s speech at the 

Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives’ annual 

meeting. Walker also met with Illinois State Senators 

Dale Righter and Bill Brady and Representatives Roger 

Eddy and Robert Flider during the Illinois Electric and 

Telephone Cooperatives’ Youth Day. 

guidance counselors about the Youth 

to Washington tour. “It’s the chance 

of a lifetime. You will learn things and 

meet people that you just don’t nor¬ 

mally have the opportunity to at home 

at your regular high school. It’s an ex¬ 

perience I wish everyone could have,” 

she says. “Even if you only go \ 
to Youth Day in Springfield, 

it is a great experience. I 

learned a lot there, too. If 

you are considering a career 

in government you 

will get to see how 

things are done, 

it really opens 

your eyes.” 

•m ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 



Thomas Miller’s story of the men he fought with on Iwo Jima had an incredible impact on Marlene Walker and all of the Youth to 

Washington Tour students. Walker says, “I figured that it would be like every other monument. I would take a picture and hear 

the story. I was wrong. I realized in that moment the gratitude that l felt toward the total stranger because he was telling a story 

of American history.” 

The Youth to Washington Tour 
AIEC Youth Program Coordinator 

Linda Comstock says, “We encourage 
sophomores and juniors to apply for 
this trip. Because they are exposed to 
the sights of the nation’s capital, the 
democratic form of government and 
its leaders, the students will be re¬ 
warded with leadership skills that will 
be demonstrated throughout their life 
in the communities they live in. We 
all get to he good friends on this trip 
and it is great to see how the students 
take on leadership roles during and af¬ 
ter the trip. It is always a treat to hear 
from students that have gone on the 
trip and what they are doing as the 
years pass.” 

Comstock has received many e-mails 
and notes throughout the years from 

former youth tour participants. Here 
are excerpts from two such letters: 

“Meetings with Everett Dirksen, 
Paul Douglas and being on the White 
House lawn with President Lyndon 
Johnson were beyond the dreams 
of a farm girl in the 1960s. It helped 
me to realize that being from a rural 
area was not a liability, and that even 
important people in the government 
were concerned about those of us from 
the country.” - Nancy Fuchs, 1967 
participant from Rural Electric Con¬ 
venience Cooperative Co., Auburn. 

“I think that the Youth to Wash¬ 
ington program is a great way to help 
today’s youth gain a better under¬ 
standing of our government. I gained 
a deeper understanding and greater 

respect for what the people running 
our government do. I think every 
American should go to Washington, 
D.C. at least once in their life, and 
the trip is something I will never for¬ 
get.” - Kelsey Jarrett, 2006 participant 
from Egyptian Electric Cooperative 
Association, Steeleville. 

This year’s Youth to Washington 
Tour is June 8-15, 2007- 

Contact your local electric or tele¬ 
phone cooperative today to discuss 
the Youth to Washington program. 
Visit www.aiec.coop for more informa¬ 
tion and www.youthtour.coop for a 
short video that highlights the tour. 
For additional information contact 
Linda Comstock at the Association of 
Illinois Electric Cooperatives at217- 

241-7914 or lcomstock@aiec.coop. 
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Favorite Recipes 
Who: St. Paul’s United Church of Christ 

Cost: $12, plus $3 shipping 

Details: hard-backed, three-ring-binder style 

Pages of recipes: 186 

Send checks to: Johanna Crecelius, 

2 N. Belleville St., Freeburg, IL 62243 

or call her at 618-539-5883. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING www.icl.coop 

Zucchini Casserole 
Ruth Groth 

1 lb. zucchini, chopped 
2 tomatoes, peeled and chopped 
1 clove garlic, chopped 
1 sm. onion, chopped 
1/2 tsp. coriander 
Salt and pepper 
1/2 lb. pork sausage 
1/2 lb. sharp Cheddar cheese 

Cook zucchini, tomatoes, garlic and 

onion over medium heat until zucchini is 

tender crisp. Add coriander, salt and pep¬ 

per. Drain and set aside. Fry sausage. Mix 

all ingredients together and put in a cas¬ 

serole dish. Cover with cheese and bake 

at 350° for 20 minutes. 

Bourbon Chicken 
Mary Wandling 

4 skinless, boneless chicken breasts 
1/3 C. soy sauce 
1/2 med. onion, chopped 
112 C. packed brown sugar 

1/4 C. bourbon 
1 clove garlic, minced 
1 tsp. ground ginger 

Cut chicken into bite-sized pieces. Place 

into a glass baking dish. In a small bowl, 

combine soy sauce, onion, brown sugar, 

bourbon, garlic and ginger. Pour over the 

chicken. Cover and refrigerate for at least 

6 hours and preferably overnight, stirring 

at times. Preheat oven to 325°. Uncover, 

bake and baste for 1 hour. Serve with rice. 

Makes four servings. 

Calling all caokbonks! Is your church or community organization selling its 

own unique cookbook filled with favorite recipes 

of cooks in your area/ If so, send your cookbook to 

Catrina Wagner, Illinois Country Living, P.O. Box 

3787, Springfield, IL 62708. Please include the price 

of your cookbook plus postage costs and the name, 

address and telephone number of the cooperative 

member we should contact for more information. 

Curry Dip (above) 
Elaine Parrish 

1 C. mayonnaise 

1 tsp. curry powder 
1 tsp. vinegar 
1 tsp. horseradish 
1 tsp. garlic powder 
1 tsp. minced dry onion 

Mix all ingredients together, refrigerate 

and serve with fresh vegetables. 

Bird Cake 
Ethel Skaer 

3 C. flour, sifted 
1 tsp. baking soda 

1 tsp. cinnamon 
2 C.sugar 

1 tsp. salt 
2 C. ripened bananas 

1-1/4 C. cooking oil 
1 (8-oz.) can crushed pineapple 

with juice 

1-1/2 tsp. vanilla 

3 eggs 

Sift together flour, baking soda, cinnamon, 

sugar and salt. Dice the bananas and add 

them to the dry ingredients. Add oil, va¬ 

nilla, eggs and crushed pineapple with its 

juice. Blend the mixture, but do not beat. 

Pour into a greased 9-inch tube pan. Bake 

at 350° for 1 hour and 20 minutes. Cool 

on a rack in the pan. 



Oreo Dessert (right) 
Jordan Gwaltney 

2/3 pkg. Oreos 
1/2 stick butter, melted 
2 pkgs. Instant French vanilla pudding 
1 C.sugar 
3 C. milk 
1 (8-oz.) pkg. cream cheese 
3/4-1 ctn. Cool Whip 

Crumble the Oreos and place in a 9x13-inch 

pan, reserving one cup. Pour melted butter 
over the top. Mix pudding, sugar, milk and 
cream cheese until smooth. Fold in Cool 
Whip. Spread over Oreo Layer. Lightly sprin¬ 

kle bits of Oreo on top. Refrigerate to set. 

Catalina Chicken 
Hannah Pettijohn 

6 skinless, boneless chicken breasts 
1/3 C. apricot preserves 
1 (16-oz.) bottle Catalina dressing 
1 pkg. dry onion soup mix 

Mix together preserves, dressing and dry 
onion soup mix. Place chicken in a casse¬ 

role dish. Pour mixture over the chicken. 
Cover and bake at 350° for 1 hour. Serve 

on a bed of rice. 

Who: Omaha Elementary School, Norris City, IL 

Cost: $10, plus $5 shipping 

Details: soft-back, comb-bound 

Pages of recipes: 138 

Send checks to: Faith Blair, 
kv 228 County Road 300 E, 
at Norris City, IL 62869 or call her 

at 618-9620177. 

Chocolate Chip Cheese Squares (below) 
Carolyn Price 

2 rolls Pillsbury chocolate chip 1 C. sugar 
cookie dough 2 eggs 

2 (8-oz.) pkgs. cream cheese 1 tsP- vanilla 

Mammaw Leslie’s 
Italian Beef 
Nolan Sutton 

3-4 lbs. roast 
5 bay leaves 
1 T. oregano 
5 T. lemon juice 
Dash garlic powder 
1 T. black pepper 
Salt, to taste 

Grease a 9xl3-inch pan. Slice 1 roll of cookie dough thinly and line the bottom of 
the pan. Mix cream cheese, sugar, eggs and vanilla until smooth. Pour over the cookie 
dough. Slice the second roll of cookie dough and layer over cream cheese. Bake at 3501 

for 30-40 minutes. Cut into squares when cool. 

Place all ingredients in a crock pot or on 
the stove top in a large stock pot. Add 
enough water to keep the roast moist 
(about 1-inch from the bottom of the 
pan). Cook at medium-low to medium 
heat for 3-4 hours or until tender. Don’t 
cook too fast. Shred meat and put back 

into the juices. Serve with buns or rolls. 

Print Your 
Favorite Recipes! 
rou don’t have to tear up your 
copy of Illinois Country Living 

favorite I magazine to save your 
recipes. Find these recipes, as well as 
your old favorites from past issues, 
on our Web page, www.icl.coop. 
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WIN THE BRUSH WAR WITH 

TREE TERMINATOR 
• 3 models cut 20", 12" and 5" trees in one bite 

• Hitches to fit most tractors and skid steer loaders 
• Built to last with a 24 month warranty 

• Swivel hitch, sprayer and grapple options 

For a free color brochure call or visit our website 

(417) 458-4350 • www.treeterminator.com 
 Grace Manufacturing » Plato, MO  

Building Solutions” 
.. .with integrity! 

Professional service, quality products 

Supplying a variety 
A Pointed metal and many sizes mUe 

of quality buildings ^ Engineered buildings and kits available 
designed to meet ft fully insured for your protection 

Mr needs. Call today for ft Major credit cords ore accepted 
a FREE brochure 

and estimate! 

IS Hi 

  

1-800-582-BARN (2276) 
nationalbarn.com 

log On! For Pricing, Photos, Brochure, FAQ... 

'W' Jk ~T~ E UNDERSTAND 

w W farming, which is why 

Farm Credit Services serves the 

agricultural community so well. We 

specialize in what’s important to you: 

crop insurance, real estate loans, and 

machinery and operating loans. Our 

commitment to customer service can 

be measured in generations. That’s 

something you’ll experience as part 

of the Farm Credit Services family. 

Whether we’re in the field with 

you or in the office for you —— 

farming is our life too. 

877-327-6345 
2101 W Park Ct. 

Champaign, IL 6182 i 

WE UNDERSTAND 

Serving Illinois’ 60 southern counties 

Farm Credit Services 

KILL LAKE WEEDS 
Proven AQUACIDE PELLETS 

destroy unwanted underwater weeds. 

Spread marble sized 
pellets like grass 
seed. Effectively kills 
weeds at any depth. 

Registered with the 
Federal Environmental 
Protection Agency. 

Certified and approved for use by state 
agencies. 101b. can treats up to 4,000 sq.ft, 
of lake bottom, $72.00. 501b. carton 
treats up to 20,000 sq.ft, of lake bottom, 
$281.00. Prices include delivery charges. 
Delivery F.O.B. White Bear Lake, MN. 
State permit may be required. 

CALL TOLL FREE 800-328-9350 
Call 651-429-6742 • Fax 651-429-0563 

Or write for FREE information to: 

AQUACIDE CO. 
Our 52nd year 
1627 - 9th Street, DEPT. 337, Box 10748, 

White Bear Lake, MN 55110-0748 

www.KillLakeWeeds.com • info@KillLakeWeeds.com 

1 oo% 
Financing! 

FJO ONUY 

FREE Home Survey (WAC) - Homeowners Only! 

CALL FOR 1*1 Installation! 24/7! 



For sale-. Cherry Lumber. 1" THICK, 
600' board feet $490. For all. 
618-842'9588. 

Custom saw-milling: Your logs cut to 
order on a wood-mizer saw-mill. One 
or more. Anna, IL. 618-833-5886. 

Sarasota Florida Condo for Rent. 
2 b/r, w/d, pool. Emaculate and newly 
refurnished. Near Siesta Key beach. 
217-868-2237. 

INTERNATIONAL COMPANY looking 
for motivated individuals to be part of 
the next trillion $ industry. Product 
and business guarantee. 888-251- 
1538. 

Miniature Mediterranean donkeys. 
Pet, show and breeding quality. Gray 
duns, chocolates, spotteds and blacks. 
Visitors welcome. Canton, IL. 309- 
647-7162. www.copperascreek.com. 

First Street Restaurant Equipment 
used slicers, tenderizers, grinders, 
meatsaws, ss sinks, tables. New and 
used cooking equipment, pottery 
wheels and kilns. 2615 So. First, 
Springfield, 217-522-3934, 217-971- 
8592. 

Grass Fed Beet: No grain, just grass 
- all natural. Lean, tender, nutritious 
and delicious. Call Penny 618-586- 
2488 or Email beef@flying-s.com. 

Wanted to buy: Standing timber, most 
species. Pay top prices. Call 217-285- 
2760. 

Wanted to buy: Standing walnut 
timber. Also buying quality Oak, etc. 
McKinnon Timber. 217-437-5009 or 
217-242-5401. 

Authorized rainbow distributor. 
Repairs, supplies and service. Living 
air purifiers. L&L Distributing, 116 S. 
VanBuren St., Newton, IL 62448. 
618-783-3755. 

Alert!!! Purple Martins need man¬ 
made housing to survive. House and 
Gourds are now available at Wal- 
Mart, Lowes and TSC. Help the 
Purple Martins survive, get your mar¬ 
tin house now. 1-800-764-8688, 
www.skmfg.com. 

Gult shores beach condo tor rent. 
2br/2ba/wd/pool/elev. 636-477-1099. 
www.ourgulfbeachcondo.com. 

Filter queen/defender sales, service 
and supplies. For free information, 
call 800-753-5401, 618-948-2874 or 
write She-N-I, Inc. RR1, Allendale, 
IL 62410. 

Bay City General Store and Riverfront 
Lodging on the Ohio River. New 
rooms, AC, Dish. Plus antiques 
and MORE, www.baycitystoreand 
lodgingohioriver.com. 

Open pollinated seed corn $34. 
Outproduces hybrids for silage. Leafy 
and sweet stalks for grazing. High feed 
value grain. 217-857-3377. 

Illinois Consulting Foresters, Inc. 
Timber Sales-Forest Management. 
We work for the landowner. 
www.illinoisconsultingforesters.org. 
Ph.618-526-4251. 

Angus Freezer Beef, raised on pasture 
and corn fed for excellent marbling 
and flavor, all natural with no growth 
hormones or antibiotics, whole, half, 
or split half, VISA or MC accepted. 
Stan Swartz, Milford, IL 815-889- 
4135. 

Wanted: Indian artifacts of all kinds. 
Free appraisals. 309-543-3847 
evenings or leave message. 

Vacation Cabins-Ohio River, Shawnee 
National Forest, Elizabethtown, IL. 
Cedar Hill River Cabins, Ohio River 
National Scenic Byway, www.cedar 
hillriverresort.com. 888-304-6319. 

/WARM FRIFNI1IY SANGAMON 
FLOORS RADIANT 

^uponor^X uponor aqua pex tubing products 
^[Radiant Floor Healing 

t tor agricultural, commercial shop 
►34^ floors and homes 

(217)971-8592 FAX (217)483-7973 • Evening (217)483-3223 
John D. McMillan - Owner 

K 
KENTUCKY 

STEEL TRUSS 
BUILDINGS 

I FREE CATALOGUE 

1-859-745-0606 
www.kstbuild.com 

24x30x8 
30x36x8 
40x48x10 
50x60x12 
60x80x12 
75x80x14 

$4,595 
$5,595 
$9,295 

$14,495 
$20,695 
$27,595 

Newlook! 
TheHobsteel 

h 
since 1986 

ALL STEEL • ALL COLOR • 25/50 WARRANTY 

MID-AMERICA 
Pole Barn Co. 
30 x 50 x 10 Galvalume 

$7,200.00 
Price includes material, delivery, 

construction, factory trusses, screws 
Open M - F 8 to 5 

1-866-456-0959 
Price is subject to change without notice 

30’ x 50’ x 10’ $7,777 
40’ x 60’ x 12’ $10,250 
60’x 100’x 16’ $24,450 

80’ x 100’ x 16’ $31,875 
100’x 150’x 16’ $55,485 

Farm • Industrial • Commercial 

25 Year Warranty on Roof & Walls; 
Prices F.O.B. Mfg. Plants; 
Seal Stamped Blue Prints; 
Easy Bolt Together Design. 

PRICES INCLUDE COLOR SIDES 
& GALVALUME ROOF 

Arena Special 
(roof & frame) 

100’ x 100’ x 14’...$32,490 

(Local codes may affect prices) 

>*l 4 V 

STEEL BUILDING SYSTEMS 

VISIT 

OUR 

WEBSITE 

Fax: 940-484-6746 email: info@rhinobldg.com 
Website: http://www.RHINOBLDG.COM 

Toll Free 1-888-320-7466 

Mobile Home 
Owners: ROOF KING 

Mobile Home Super Insulated 
Roof Over Systems 

40 Year Warranty 
Factory Direct From Roof King 

1 -800-748-0645 
www.roofking.net 
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4' white pine trees, delivered, planted, 
mulched. $54.50 per tree, buy 10 
get 1 free. Call for other sizes and 
varieties. Price may vary depending 
on geographical location. Call 
217-866-2316. 

Insulation. 4x8 sheets, foil-hacked 
foam. Also rolls of foil-bubble pak- 
insulation. All factory seconds. 
Contact Ken Nichols at 800-424- 
1256. 

Registered Shetland Sheep: Bred 
ewes, various colors. Exposed to dark 
brown ram. Shetland rovings for 
spinning, show quality Jersey Wooly 
rabbits. Watson-217-536-5652 

Midwest Bird and Animal Swap 
& Sale. March 25 and April 29 
at Monroe County Fairgrounds, 
Waterloo, IF from 5:30 to Noon. 
618-939-6809. 

Wanted to buy. Standing Timber. 
Competitive pricing on Soft Maple 
and Walnut. Call Vernon Helle, 
Timber Buyer for Batey Ftd. Office: 
309-986-5524. Home: 217-285-5992. 
Cell: 217-430-0271. 

Moms Helping Moms Work From 
Home! You can be “Stayin’ Home 
and Fovin’ it” too! www.blessed2b 
family.com. 

Wanted to lease for 2007 bow hunting 
season. Wooded acreage between 
Stockton and East Dubuque. Would 
also consider purchase. 815-463-9059 

Junktigues - Husband says junk, 1 say 
antiques. Come see yourself. Focated 
off Interstate 70 next to Citgo, 
Altamont, IF. 217-343-0420 

40 x 60 x 10 
Prices starting at 

$13,900.00 

Featuring 29 ga. colored metal attached with screws, 
^-factory engineered trusses set on 5' centers, 5x5 treated^- 

posts set on 10' centers with v-braces on all sidewall posts, 
with 2x6 wall girts. Includes prehung walk-in-door, * 

^ 12' sliding door, eave trim and rat guard. Erected on 
your property. Moderate freight charge may apply. 

BOCO BUILDINGS 
* 1-800-342-8345 * 

We carry Workmen's Compensation and a Member of BBB 

How to place an ad: 

1) Type or print ad neatly. 
2) Count words. Cost is $30 for up to the first 20 words. $1.50 each additional 

word. Ads with insufficient funds will not be printed. 
3) Prepayment is required. Include check or money order with ad for amount due. 

Also include address label from Illinois Country Living or other proof of Illinois 
electric cooperative membership. Only members of Illinois electric cooperatives 
may place Marketplace ads. 

4) Mail to: Illinois Marketplace, P.O. Box 3787, 8pringfield, IL 62708, by 
deadline. 

Deadlines: May issue - March 20; 
June issue - April 20. 

We reserve the right to reject any advertisement. Ads postmarked after the deadline will be placed in the 
next available issue. Non-members wishing to advertise should contact Denise Guttery at 800-593-2432 for 
information about display advertising. 

100 Workers needed. Assemble crafts. 
Wood items. Material provided. 
To $480+week. Free info pkg. 24hr 
801-428-4662. 

Lake Weed and Algae Control. No 
chemicals, live bacteria. Safe enough 
to bathe with. Proven product, 
guaranteed results. Ph. 309-826-8444. 

For Sale: Herrin IL. 14 unit newly 
renovated brick apartment building, 
all carpeted, fully furnished, new 
windows, secured entrances, digital 
fire system, CO, locked mail 
boxes, and manager’s office. 
marilapartments.com $589,000. 
Call 618-751-2001. 

Visit scenic Hardin County Illinois’ 
First and Final Frontier. Borders Ohio 
River in Southern Illinois’ Shawnee 
Forest www.hardincountyil.org, 
618-287-4333. 

Registered Texas Longhorn Cattle: All 
ages. Also Lean Freezer Beef. Rosalie 
Brackebusch, Straight Arrow Cattle 
Company, Divernon IL. 217-438- 
3117. 

Wanted to buy: 1953-1972 Corvette 
cars and/or Corvette parts. Call 847- 
542-7686 

INCREDIBLE Business Opportunity 
(MBG) because the products change 
peoples lives. Patented food sup¬ 
plements GUARANTEED to make a 
measurable difference. 888-251-1538. 

Fish. Fish. Fish. Game, Pan, Hybird, 
and Northern species. Daily, 
Monthly, or Annual rates. 60 acres 
water, “stone quarry” Champaign 
area. 309-826-8444. 

American Bobtail Kittens same line 
as TICA’s best kitten in USA. 
Intelligent, excellent with children. 
TICA CFA registered. 217-585-0550, 
217-324-2678. 

Table Rock Lake...great time to 
buy Branson Tri-Lakes Area! Free 
magazines: Janet at Aux Arcs Real 
Estate, 1-866-845-0773 orwww.your 
ozarkshome.com! 

Cabins in Shawnee Forest: Beautiful 
year around. Adjacent to Rim Rock. 
Near Garden of the Gods, Pounds 
Hollow Lake, Cave-in-Rock, Rive 
to River Trail, Kentucky Amish 
Country. New, cedar decor, kitchen, 
satellite, air. Pets welcome. Two night 
minimum, www.rimrocksdogwood 
cabins.com. 618-264-6036. 

QUANTUM METAL BUILDINGS SYSTEMS 
"Leap to the Future of Steel Buildings’’ 

COLOR ROOF, WALLS & TRIM 
30x30x10 $ 5,900 |SsK»8iaofNGSi«!&Aff«s 
40x40x10 $ 8,995 
40x60x10 $10,600 
50x60x10 $15,964 

24 through 150 clear span 

1-877-372-2080 www.qmbuild.com 

COMMERCIAL RESIDENTIAL AGRICULTURAL 
> CHURCHES ARENAS « 

FUTURE SI 
Do-It-Yourself 

EEL BUILDINGS 
: Steel Buildings 
: 'i • 'f* * 1 

Ideal For: 
• Recreational Use 
• Boat Storage 

Equipment Storage 
Garage/Shop 
PWC/Snowmobile 

> 30-year perforation warranty 
1 Full technical support from start to finish 
1 Fully customized to meet your needs 
1 Factory-direct savings 

. „ T , r Our building consultants are ready to take your call 

.§£1-800-668-5111!? 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 
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Just Back Up, Hook Up, & Drive Away! 
In just 20 seconds, your implement is connected! Once the DeltaHook® is installed on 
the tractor and implements, there are no more pins to attach or adjustments to make! 
DeltaHook® Rapid Hitch System'" is the fast, safe, and easy way to attach implements. 
Don’t waste any more of your time with that unsafe, outdated hitching system. 
Call 866-833-1160 (toll free) today for more information and discover the 
DeltaHook* difference! 

Manufactured by 

AlexandeR 
EQUIPMENT CO., LLC 

P.O. Box 694, Greenville, SC 29602 
866.833.1160 • Fax: 864.233.5140 
www.deltahook.com 

Available for Category I & I 

DEltaHodk 
Rapid Hitch System 

America’s Oldest & Largest Rare Breed Hatchery 
FREE COLOR CATALOG 

Over 140 varieties of Baby Chicks, Bantams, 
Turkeys, Guineas, Peafowl, Game Birds, 
Waterfowl. Also Eggs, Incubators, Books, 
Equipment and Medications. 

Call 1-800-456-3280 
(24 hours a day) 

Murray McMurray Hatchery, 
Cl32, Webster City, Iowa 50595-0458 
Website: http://www.mcniurrayhatchery.com 

HERITAGE 
BUILDING SYSTEMS® 

Established 1979 

30’x 40’x 10’ $5,975 30’x 40’x 10’ $5,975 

40’x 60’x 12’ $10,294 

60’x 100’x 16’ $25,886 

Since 1979 Heritage Building Systems' 
focus has been to provide the 
industry with the finest quality, best 
looking pre-engineered steel 
structures at the lowest possible price. 

1 .800.643.5555 
www.heritagebuildings.com 

Families Have Saved Up To 50% On Heating Costs 
And never have to buy fuel — wood, oil, gas, kerosene — ever again! 

Lifetime Warranty 

Your Benefits with Hydro-Sil: 
■ Slash heating cost with Energy Star technology 
■ Lifetime warranty. No service contracts 
■ Safe, complete peace of mind 
■ Clean, no fumes, environmentally safe 
■ U.L listed 
■ Preassembled — ready to use 
■ No furnaces, ducts, or chimneys 
■ Portable (110V) or permanent (220V) 
■ Whole house heating or single room 

Proportional 
"Energy Star" 

thermostat! 

Hydro-Sil is a duct-free/furnace-free high 

performance room-by-room heating system that 

can save you hundreds of dollars in home 

heating costs by replacing old and inefficient 

heating. It can replace or supplement your 

electric heat, gas or oil furnace and woodstoves. 

Hydro-Sil represents economy in heating: 

inside the heater case is a sealed copper tube 

filled with a harmless silicone fluid. It's 

permanent. You'll never run out. "Hydro-Sil 

Energy Star" thermostat controls a variable watt 

hydro element that is only being supplied a 

proportional amount of power on an as-needed 

basis. The silicone liquid is quickly heated, and 

with its heat retention qualities, continues to heat 

after the Hydro element shuts off. Hydro-Sil's 

"Energy Star" proportional control technology 

greatly increases energy savings and comfort. 

Here's what others are saying... 
■ F. Smalley - "A company that 

advertises the truth saved me 50% 

compared to my gas heat. I found it 

hard to believe until my power bill 

came. Thanks a million!" 

■ R. Hanson - "I can't begin to tell you 

how pleased I am with Hydro-SiL.the 

first time in 25 years our electric bill 

was reduced... saved $635, over 40%!" 

■ A. Gonsalves - "We replaced 20 electric 

heaters with Hydro-Sil. Wow — what 

a difference! We received a substantial 

reduction of our electric bill. I have 

recommended Hydro-Sil to many 

people!" 

ORDER TODAY! 
2 MODELS TO CHOOSE FROM 

220 VOLT 
PERMANENT 

Approx. Area 
to Heat 

Discount 
Price Quantity 

8‘ 2000 watts 250-300 s.f. $299 

6' 1500 watts 180-250 S.f. $279 

5' 1250 watts 130-180 S.f. $249 

4' 1000 watts 100-130 s.f. $229 

3' 750 watts 75-100 S.f. $189 

2' 500 watts 50-75 s.f. $169 

Thermostats Call for options & exact heater needed 

110 VOLT PORTABLES 
(Thermostat Included) 

Discount 
Price Quantity 

5' Hydro-Max 750-1500 watts $219 

4' Convector - Dual watt $179 

3' 750 watts - Silicone $179 

$18.00 shipping per heater $ 

Total Amount $ 

Name  

Address  

City St  Zip  

Phone  

MasterCard or Visa Account Information: 

Acct #  

Expiration Date  

Order today or contact us for more info. 

Check ■ MasterCard ■ Visa 

1-800-627-9276 
www.hydrosil.com 

Hydro-Sil, P.O. Box, 662, Fort Mill, SC 29715 



2 SEAT BIKE 
DRIVES LIKE A CAR 
• Easy to Pedal 
• Mufti-Speed 
• 1, 2 & 4 Seaters 
• Optional Electric Motor1 

1-800-974-6233 Ext. 9986 • www.4wc.com/9986 
nftinnnc f SAD 9986 •125 Rhoades Lane \fllt Hendersonville, Tennessee 37075 

Farm Tours 
HAW/U/ 
4 Islands-lS days 

The Best Escorted Vacation You'll Ever Find! 

Maui, Oahu, Kauai and Hawaii... 

Departs Mondays and Thursdays in January 2008, Includes 
Inter island airfare. Hawaiian owned hotels, transfers, and 
baggage handling. Escort on each island. Staying in Oahu, 
Hawaii (Kona & Hilo), Maui and Kauai. Sightseeing includes 
Honolulu City Tour with Pearl Harbor, Volcano National 
Park, Kona Coffee Plantation Tour, Parker Cattle Ranch 
Museum, Orchid Nursery, Macadamian Nut Factory Tour, 
Wailua Riverboat Cruise, Fern Grotto, Plus more as listed in 
brochure. So call today and make your reservations. 
*Air Fares start at $700 p.p. 

Carefree Vacations Since 1967 

Your Man Tours 
Call for free brochure 800-888-8204 

Select, 

Ones* Vay 
Vesttuves 
Dr. John Ronan DOS 

& Associates 
Can Offer You 

Dentures, Partials 
& Extractions 

In a 
ONE-DAY SERVICE 

[DENTURES# \ PARTIALS J 
5124# 

1 each M 
15154/ 
1 each | 

Office Hours: Monday-Friday 8 to 4 
Call for an Appointment 

(217-479-8444) 
(1-877-565-8981) 

1201 W. Walnut, Jacksonville, IL 62650 
Payment Accepted 

Cash, Mastercard or Visa 
A/o Personal Checks 

Finest fabrics including permanent 

press and wash & wear. Superior 

quality. Free color catalog and 
fabric swatches on request. 

GUARANTEED SATISFACTION 

Call Toll Free: 1-800-826-8612 

EGENCY 
j-Terr.Y, j 

www.rcgown.com 

P.O. Box 8988-ICL Jacksonville, FL 32211 

BEND TARP & LINER, INC. 

1-800-280-0712 

www.bendtarp.com 

POND & LAKE LINERS 
Custom Sizes • Reinforced Material 

$.39/SQ. FT. or Less 
• STRENGTH • 

• COMMITMENT • 

• GUARANTEED CONTAINMENT • 

LOWEST COST 
Term Life Insurance 

Issue ages through 90 

AGE $100,000 $250,000 

45 12.78 22.75 
55 16.19 31.28 
65 31.06 68.47 

Rates figured on monthly cost for female non-tobacco users. 

RAMLET & ASSOC, INC. 

(800) 933-6354 
TALIC FORM NO. 1-32207-198 

www.iicsdyhsaief.ooin 
Botes@lKsdyheafer,co!n 

blower, and grates 
Units from 100,000 to 250,000 
BTU’s output 
Financing Available (new) 
Dealer Inquiries Welcome 

“The Original” 
OUTSIDE 

WOODBURNING 

FURNACE 

All stainless steel construction 
Heats home and household 
hot water 
10-year warranty 
Connects to your existing 
central duct 

hydronic system 
Standard with bronze 

automatic 

Hardy Manufacturing 
Company, Inc. 

12345 Road 505 
PHILADELPHIA. MS 39350 

(1-800-542-7395) 

Built For You 
Visit us online WickBuildings.com 

Wick 
Buildings 
by Wtck ButkJing Systems, Inc. 

800-356-9682 

Your Design - Our 

MOBILE HOME ROOF PROBLEMS? 

0 0 

'fhe- Mobile hoiwe Roof over Speuinlis-L 

STEEL ROOFING 
2" - 3" INSULATION 
ONE FOOT OVERHANG 

L- NO MORE ROOF RUMBLE 
LOWER UTILITY BILLS 



2, Girl’s Night Out at White Owl 
Winery in Birds. Join us for games, sam¬ 
ples and demonstrations aimed just for 
the girls. Enjoy gourmet hors d’oeuvres 
and wine tasting. Bring your best gal 
pals for a great night out. $10 per per¬ 
son. 618-928-2898. 

2-4v Historical Society Choco¬ 
late Festival at the Galesburg Antique 
Mall in Galesburg. 11 a.m. - 4 p.m. A 
chocolate lover’s dream! Homemade and 
commercially made chocolates, tortes, 
cakes, pies and creams - all you can eat 
for a small admission fee. Admission is 
$7. 309-343-2485 or 800-916-3330. 

3 v Jacksonville Symphony - 
Rutter “Gloria” at Rammelkamp 
Chapel in Illinois College in Jackson¬ 
ville. 7:30 p.m. 217-243-1114. 

3V The 5K Stampede at Miller 
Park Zoo in Bloomington. Join us 
for the Zoo’s annual race. All proceeds 
will beneEt the Zoological Society. A 
quarter mile fun run for kids will take 
place at 9:30 a.m., followed by the big 
race at 10 a.m. Prizes for all kids, unique 
hand-painted trophies for the 5K and 
spaghetti lunch for everyone, www. 
millerparkzoo.org. 

7-8v The 18th Annual Rural 
Community Economic Develop¬ 
ment Conference at the Holiday Inn 
City Centre in Peoria. The program will 
focus on entrepreneurial approaches to 
local economic development and will 
discuss information technology, using 
local wealth as a development tool, ef¬ 
fectively marketing community assets, 
creating a successful entrepreneurial 
environment, downtown revitalization 
in a changing environment, new tech¬ 
niques in business attraction, second 
wave entrepreneurship strategies, fund¬ 
raising for development activities, and 
other important issues facing rural areas. 
800-526-9943. 

9- 1 0P Murder Mystery 
Weekend at the Desoto House Hotel 
in Galena. Join the Bed and Breakfast 
Innkeepers of Galena as they present 
“1956 FLASHBACK 1971 A Class 
Reunion.” The year is 1971 and Windy 
City High School Class of 56 is hack for 
their 15-year reunion. Friday night re¬ 
ception with dessert and entertainment. 
888-459-1847 or www.bestofgalena.com. 

Visit our Web site, www.icl.coop. 

1 Op Home, Lawn and 
Garden Day at Central 
Catholic High School in 
Bloomington. 8 a.m. Hands- 
on classes, speakers, vendors 
and more. 309-663-8306. 

1 Op The 16th Annual Hunt¬ 
ing Heritage Banquet Dinner and 
Auction at the Holiday Inn in Mount 
Vernon. 5 p.m. Both live and silent auc¬ 
tions will be held, as well as several raf¬ 
fles, including a huge ladies raffle. Knives, 
guns, limited edition prints and bronzes 
are just a few of the items to be raffled. 
Admission is by advanced ticket sales 
only. 618-895-2844 or 618-898-1136. 

1 Op Bald Eagle Bus Tour 
departing from Stoney Creek Inn in 
Galena. This guided four-hour tour com¬ 
bines viewing bald eagle wintering com¬ 
munities, learning about the bald eagle’s 
habits and life history, plus preservation 
efforts and threats to its future. View 
bald eagles feeding, roosting and/or nest¬ 
ing. Reservations required. Adults $60, 
children under 17 $40. 815-594'2306 or 
www.eaglenature.com. 

1 Op Geodeland Show at the 
University Union Grand Ballroom in 
Macomb. Saturday 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. 
Sunday 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. Enjoy displays 
of minerals, gems, fossils and artifacts. 
There will also be demonstrations, 
speakers, gem and mineral dealers, and a 
fluorescent display. 309-298-2220. 

lip Zooper Sunday at Miller 
Park Zoo in Bloomington. 1:30 - 3:30 
p.m. Visitors will experience up-close 
animal encounters in Zoolab, Rainfor¬ 
est Commons and Children’s Zoo. This 
experience is free with regular paid zoo 
admission. 309-434'2250. 

lip Celtic Music Second Sun¬ 
day at White Owl Winery in Birds. Join 
us for the turbulent and tantalizing strains 
of Irish music performed by the Celtic’s 
of Vincennes. Enjoy hors d’oeuvres, wine 
tasting and toe-tapping music. Bring your 
friends. Free. 618-928-2898. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • March 2007 
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Illinois Country Living publishes event listings as space allows, giving preference to events of regional or statewide interest. Event 
listings are provided by the event sponsors and the Illinois Bureau of Tourism. The magazine assumes no responsibility for the ac¬ 
curacy of information submitted for publication and advises calling ahead to confirm dates and times. To be considered for inclusion, 
send listings and photographs (If sending photographs please include self-addressed stamped envelope) to Illinois Datebook, Illinois 
Country Living, PO Box 3787, Springfield, IL 62708-3787. The May deadline is March 15. 

1 6-25, Dearly Departed 
at the Alton Little Theatre in Alton. 
Between the feuds, marital flings and 
macaroni and ham loaf surprise, the 
funeral of Bud Turpin may turn into a 
multiple-coffin affair. Evening shows 
8 p.m. Sunday shows 2 p.m. $12 per 
person for adults, $6 for students 17 
and younger, $ 11 per person for groups 
of 20 or more. 618-462-6562 or 
www.altonlittletheater.org 

1 7- 18, Egg Artistry Show 
and Sale at Midway Village and Mu¬ 
seum Center in Rockford. Saturday and 
Sunday 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. This is one of 
only two shows in the Midwest of this 
century-old art form in which egg shells, 
from finch to ostrich, are hand-painted, 
beaded and carved. Enjoy the show and 
sale and visit the many vendors sell¬ 
ing supplies for creating beautiful eggs. 
Adults: $5 Children 3-15: $3. 815-397- 
9112 or www.midwayvillage.com. 

30-3 1 , Galena Wine Lovers 
Weekend at the Galena Convention 
Center Friday night starting at 5:30 p.m. 
Wine dinners Saturday night and wine, 
spirit and beer tasting, cooking dem¬ 
onstrations and champagne brunches 
throughout Saturday and Sunday. 815- 
777-3330 or www.galenadowntown.com. 

31, The Second Annual Craft, 
Lawn and Garden Show at the 
Benton Civic Center in Benton. 9 a.m. 
- 2 p.m. Crafters, as well as those busi¬ 
nesses who sell lawn and garden sup¬ 
plies, will be present. Enjoy speakers on 
grafting, the raising and care of roses and 
more. Free, but a donation of a cleaning 
item for the Civic Center is encouraged. 

1 8-3 1 , New Harmonies: 
Celebrating American Roots 
Music at the Galena History Museum 
in Galena. This interactive Smithsonian 
traveling exhibition, making its Midwest 
debut, explores the tensions and the tri¬ 
umphs of the immigrant journey through 
music. $4-50 for adults, $3.50 for kids 
ages 10-18, kids younger than 10 are 
free. 815-777-9129 or www.galenahisto- 
rymuseum.org. 

24-25, Home and Garden 
Showcase at Forest Hills Lodge in Ma- 
chesney Park. Saturday: 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. 
Sunday: 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. Annual “get 
ready for spring” showcase with goods 
and services for the home and garden, 
clinics on remodeling and more. Free. 
815-877-8043 or www.showtimeproduc- 
tion.net. 

24-25, Model Railroad Show 
and Sale at Jefferson High School in 
Rockford. Saturday: 10 a.m. - 5 p.m., 
Sunday: 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. Displays cover¬ 
ing 30,000 sq. feet, 150 tables oflayouts, 
displays and vendors selling model train 
items and memorabilia, plus modeling 
demonstrations and door prizes. Conces¬ 
sions available. Donation: $5; children 
12 and under and scouts in uniform free. 
815-384-5023 or rrvdss@comcast.net 

24, Bunny’s Birth' 
day at Miller Park Zoo in 
Bloomington. 1 - 3 p.m. 
Enjoy up-close animal en¬ 
counters with Bunny and 
his children’s zoo friends, 
as well as crafts, face 
painting, games, birthday 
cake and photo oppor¬ 
tunities. This event will 
take place indoors and is 
free with regular paid zoo 
admission. 309-434-2250. 

■■■■ 

30-31, The 
Seventh Annual 
Brocton Red 
Barn Market in 
Brocton. Friday, 
12-5 p.m. Saturday 
8:30 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Antiques, collect¬ 
ibles, crafts, pioneer 
demonstrations, 
door prizes and food. 
Admission is $2. 
Children are free 
with a paid adult. 
217-385-2450. 



High Heating Costs Getting You Down? 
Let ClimateMaster Geothermal Heating and 

Cooling Systems Cure Your Pain 

Check out 
these advantages 

\St Uses nature’s renewable energy 

fflf Save up to 70% on heating costs 

\St Comfortable and quiet 

or Clean and safe - no carbon monoxide 

OK Free hot water 

Wfi Tax credits in 2006 

Contact your local dealer for more information 
Anna 
Hartline Heating 

& Cooling 
618-833-6802 

Auburn 
Lonnie L. Winn Heating 

& Cooling 
217-438-1235 

Belleville 
Sigman Heating 

& Air Conditioning, Inc. 
618-234-4343 

Benson 
CIA 
309-394-2444 

Bloomington 
CIA 
309-662-2222 

SBC Heating 
& Air Conditioning Inc. 

309-661-4328 

Carbondale 
Jacobs Mechanical 

Services Inc. 
618-529-2989 

Champaign 
Lanz Heating & Cooling 
217-202-6858 

Cissna Park 
L & R Heating 

& Cooling Inc. 
815-867-6902 

Decatur 
Tica Inc. Htg. & Clg. 
217-429-5741 

Effingham 
Merz Heating & A/C 
217-342-2323 

Fairbury 
Popejoy Pig. & Htg. Inc. 
815-692-4471 

Galva 
Anderson Plumbing 

& Heating 
309-932-2875 

Marvel 
Lebeck Refrigeration 
217-229-4295 

Hume 
Snyder Plumbing, 

Heating, Air 
Conditioning 
& Electrical 

217-887-9068 

Ipava 
Woods Accu-Air Inc. 
309-833-1987 

CUMATEMASTER 
Quality Geothermal Heating, Cooling and Hot Water WWW.climatemaster.com 

Jerseyville 
Vanavsdoll Htg.- 

A/C-Refrigeration 
618-498-4349 

Marion 
Ponder Service, Inc. 
618-997-8900 

Morton 
H & H Mechanical 
309-284-0099 

Newark 
Newark Mechanical Inc. 
815-695-1467 

Normal 
Frost Cooling 
309-862-2571 

Pekin 
Central - Heating & A/C 
309-696-9080 

Taylorville 
Yard Htg. & Clg. 
217-824-4737 

Urbana 
Quality Plumbing, 

Heating & Air 
Conditioning 

217-328-5081 

Vandalia 
Hunter Appliance 

Heating & Cooling 
618-283-3224 

Waterloo 
Sigman Heating 

& Air Conditioning, Inc. 
618-234-4343 



$595 each 2/$11.75 4/$22.95 

THUJA 
‘GREEN GIANT’ 

One of the highest quality evergreens 
available! Green Giant was intro¬ 
duced to the gardening public by the 
U.S. National Arboretum. And what 
an introduction! This outstanding vari¬ 
ety is a vigorous grower often grow¬ 
ing over 3' per year. Adaptable trees 
grow in almost any soil conditions. 
Extremely uniform in pyramidal shape 
and require no trimming. Green Giant 
is very tolerant to pests and diseases. 
Eventually reaches a height of 60' tall 
with a base measuring between 12 
and 20 feet. Grow as a specimen tree 
or as an evergreen windbreak. Plant 
5 to 6 feet apart for a really fast priva¬ 
cy screen, otherwise 10-12 feet apart. 
Green Giant can be trimmed to any 
height and width. Supplies are limited 
so make sure to order yours early! 

8/$43.95 16/$84.95 

A 

GIANT QUINAULT EVERBEARING 
STRAWBERRIES 

Bears all season! 
If you love strawberries but don’t like to pick them, grow 
Quinaults. THEY ACTUALLY GROW BIG AS TEA CUPS! And 
they’re just as delicious as they are big. These firm, deep red 
berries make fancy “restaurant” desserts. Excellent for pre¬ 
serves, freezing and eating fresh, too. When planted in April, 
Quinaults will produce July through September — right up 
until frost! Treat yourself to big luscious berries all season. 

25 for 
$595 50/S11.49 100/$21.95 

ROSE OF SHARON HEDGE 
A friendly fence that 
blooms all summer! 

(30') 6 for $395 (60') 12/$7.85 
(120 ) 24/$15.45 (240 ) 48/$29.95 

Delightful blossoms of red, white, or purple each 
summer in a lifetime fence of natural beauty. 
These hardy shrubs will grow naturally to 5-10 
feet for an informal privacy screen or can be 
trimmed for a neat colorful hedge. Bursts into 
brilliant bloom in mid-summer and continues to 
flower through fall. Order today and receive 1 -2 
foot shrubs. Our choice of colors. 

HUMMINGBIRD VINE 
An old-time favorite! 

(Campsis radicans) Plant this improved variety 
of the old-fashioned trumpet vine to attract 
hummingbirds. Shiny, dark green leaves are 
smothered in large, showy, orange-scarlet 
trumpet-shaped flowers from July to November. 
Vigorous grower. Reaches 20 feet or more. 
Covers arbors, brick walls and fences. Hardy 
plants thrive in poor soil, full or partial sun. 

2 for $398 4/$7.50 6/$ 10.50 

COLORADO BLUE SPRUCE 
4-year old, 1-2 foot size! 

Order elegant Colorado Blue Spruce now at our low sale price 
of only $1.95 each. So popular and versatile! Makes a showy, 
single-accent planting, privacy row or windbreak. Spectacular in 
corner groupings. You’ll receive select, nicely-branched 4-year 
old trees. These are at least 1 -2' tall, just right for shaping the 
way you want them to grow. All strong, transplanted trees with 
well developed root systems for fast starts. 

195 each 3/S5.75 6/$10.95 9/$15.95 12/$ 19.95 

CREEPING RED SEDUM 
Cover those hard to fill bare 

spots with blazing color! 
★ Grows in any soil — needs no special care! 
★ Thrives in sun or partial shade! 
★ Quick, even, disciplined spreading! 
★ Guaranteed — inexpensive! 

(Sedum spurium) You’ll be thrilled with this hardy 
ground cover sometimes called Dragon’s Blood. 
Fills those ugly trouble spots with attractive, thick 
evergreen foliage all year and amazes you with bril¬ 
liant, starlike red flowers June through September. 
These are hardy, northern, nursery-grown plants. 

1 9 f/M- $985 24/S7.65 I C. TOr O 48/$14.95 96/$27.95 

1-YEAR GUARANTEE 
If any item you purchased from us does not live, for a 
FREE REPLACEMENT just RETURN THE ORIGINAL 
SHIPPING LABEL along with your written request 
within 1 year of receipt. Replacement guarantee is 
VOID unless the ORIGINAL SHIPPING LABEL is 
returned. For a refund of the purchase price, RETURN 
THE ITEM AND THE ORIGINAL SHIPPING LABEL, 
with correct postage affixed, within 14 days of receipt. 

$-|! 

[□1 Request a catalog at: 
H www.HouseOfWesley.com 

r HOUSE OVWESLEY ’ 
1704 Morrissey Drive DEPT. 906-37 

Bloomington, Illinois 61704 
Name_  

Address  

City   

Zip  

 State _ 

Phone ^ 

PLEASE SEND ITEMS CHECKED BELOW: 

HOW 
MANY 

CAT. 
NO. NAME OF ITEM COST 

N7948 THUJA 'GREEN GIANT 

N7036 CR. RED SEDUM 

N6607 Q. STRAWBERRIES 

N6877 ROSE OF SHARON 
N7306 HUMMINGBIRD VINE 

N6172 4-YR. BLUE SPRUCE 

25 

“THAN! YOU” 

GIANT ROBINSON 
STRAWBERRIES 

5/FT FREE WITH A $10 

FREE 
ORDER! 

Packing & Processing $2.95 
SUBTOTAL $  

IL Residents add 6.25% Sales Tax $  

TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED 
OR CHARGED $  

Check or Money Order enclosed. 

□ Mastercard □ VISA 

Credit Card Number: 

Expiration Date: 

Signature:  


