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"I live in rural Illinois not far 

from the state capital, I can only 

access the Internet slowly." 

Why is broadband service to rural areas important? 
It is the next key step in communications for 

business, government and citizens in all of Illinois. 
As a retired radio broadcast news reporter 

reflecting on my life in the prairie state, I appreciate 
the modernization of technology, which can yield 
productivity, efficiency, and yes, even security. 

One of my very first interviews as a reporter 
in Springfield was with a lOO-year old Catholic 
nun. I asked her what the most important inven¬ 
tion or development was during her lifetime. She 
responded it was light that allowed her to continue 
her school studies at night in the family log cabin. 

The wonderful work of electric cooperatives in 
Illinois and across the nation has resolved lighting 
issues for rural homes, schools and offices. 

As a Springfield youth off to a cousin’s home 
near Bement, I recall a funny telephone ring that 
I’d never heard before: long and short bursts of the 
ringer. Then I learned that all of the neighbors 
could pick up and listen to whomever you talked 
with. Wow. 

My dial telephone at home didn’t share calls 
with the neighbors and we had privacy. 

While in college at Southern Illinois 
University, telephone service to Carbondale was 
not modernized. High-quality phone lines just were 
not available until years later. 

When Anna-Jonesboro got direct distance 
telephone dialing, it was 
during the time when 
President John Kennedy 
was shot and killed in a 
Dallas, Texas motorcade. 
Our university, like most 
others all across the 
nation, closed. I took off to 
work at the radio station 

in Union county and found the manager, Don 
Michel, on the phone. He had direct-dialed the 
Dallas police department and when the captain got 
on the phone, he released the name of Lee Harvey 
Oswald, whom they had been questioning. Michel 
released the name to United Press International 
(UPI) and Oswald’s name shot around the world, 
swiftly, thanks to a direct-dial phone call. 

By the way, UPI and other news services 
could only disperse their news reports in the 1960s 
over phone lines using noisy mechanical teletype 
machines. 

Jump forward into the 1970s and technological 
improvements sped my ability to report the news 
from the Illinois Capitol. Costly and high-speed 
computer phone lines allowed me to “grow” my 
audio reports with the “voices” of the newsmakers 
to more than 50 radio stations all across Illinois and 
neighboring states with immediacy, very improved 
audio quality and better understandability. 

Today, that technology is expanding from 
cities into rural America. 

It has always been good, competent electrical 
service now backed with wireless telephones, cell 
phones and a growth in broadband services for 
improved communication that opens the door for 
increased and improved growth in rural regions of 
the state. 

While I live in rural Illinois, not far from the 
state capital, I can only access the Internet slowly. 
The cost of connecting to the rest of the world 
with broadband access is very costly. It can take 
anywhere from 10 minutes to more than a half 
hour just to receive a photograph picture on a slow 
Internet connection. 

Now retired, I have second thoughts about the 
expense, availability and connectivity of broadband 
and its importance. Is a child able to use computer 
connectivity at home, after school, to do research 
for homework? Can a senior afford to communicate 
with family, their doctor or medical provider 
efficiently? What must rural businesses, farmers 
and yes, we citizens across rural Illinois, do to reach 
communication equality with those in the larger 
cities? 

I praise U.S. Senator Dick Durbin (D-IL), 
Illinois Lieutenant Governor Pat Quinn and the 
many lawmakers who are working to open the broad¬ 
band door to rural areas. It is economically sound 
policy. The availability of high-speed digital com¬ 
munications will open the door for improved safety, 
community development, higher educational oppor¬ 
tunity and healthcare improvement opportunities. ■ 

Ben Kiningham retired in 2006 as Capitol 
Bureau chief for the Illinois Radio Network 
after 32 years of covering Illinois politics. 
He serves on the Menard County planning 
commission and is a member of Menard 
Electric Cooperative. 

The opinions and views of guest commen¬ 
tators are their own and may not represent 
those of the Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives or the electric co-ops of Illinois. 
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USDA Official Addresses Shimkus Ag Committee State Director for the U.S. Department of Agriculture Doug Wilson 

addressed more than 50 people at a meeting of Congressman John 
Shimkus’ Ag Advisory Committee held at the headquarters of the 
Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives in August. 

When a show of hands demonstrated that most of the audience got 
their power from electric cooperatives, Wilson explained how the co-ops 
could access low-cost financing loans and grants from Rural Development. 
He said their funds have helped two Illinois electric cooperatives finance 
wind turbines. Rural Development also has a no-cost program designed 
specifically for them to help them meet the economic needs of the com¬ 
munities they serve. 

Wilson said that the agency is having a record year in providing funds 
for renewable energy and business development in Illinois. In the last nine 
months, they’ve invested more than $55 million to meet rural community 
and business needs in the state. They expect to announce another $43 mil¬ 
lion in the near future. 

USDA Rural Development 
State Director Doug Wilson 
talks about federal resources 
available in rural areas at the Ag 
Advisory Committee meeting 
convened by Congressman 
John Shimkus (right). 

Illinois Deregulated Electric Rate Debate Settled In late August, Governor Rod R. Blagojevich finally 
5 (signed legislation to provide rate relief to investor- 

owned utility (IOU) customers. The legislation 
provides for $ 1 billion in credits to IOU consumers 
across the state. Rate shock hit consumers when 
Ameren and ComEd began buying power through 
an auction process after a 10-year rate freeze expired. 

The auction process is gone. In its place the 
legislation creates a new state agency, the Illinois 
Power Agency (IPA). The IPA will create and 
oversee a new electricity procurement method to 
hopefully stabilize electric rates and it’ll provide 
plans for the state’s energy future. 

The bill also includes a renewable portfolio 
standard that requires Ameren and ComEd to meet 
25 percent of customers’ electricity needs from 
renewable energy sources by 2025. The utilities 
must also increase investments in energy saving 
programs and technologies. 

“Illinois electric cooperative members remain in 
control of their electric co-ops,” says Duane Noland, 
President/CEO of the Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives. “As we’ve seen throughout the de¬ 
regulation process, consumer-owned electric co-ops 
can provide a measure of stability. When members, 
through their locally elected board of directors, 
make the decisions the results are better. Consumer- 
owned utilities, both co-ops and municipal systems, 
provide a measure of consumer protection that 
doesn’t need to be legislated.” 

Noland added that co-ops are already aggres¬ 
sively pursuing renewable energy options and have 
always provided energy saving programs without 
legislative mandates. “We have several electric 
co-ops that are very involved in both small and 
large renewable energy projects. I expect to see 
more innovative co-op-sponsored renewable energy 
projects in the future,” says Noland. ■ 

Illinois Now Smoke Free Senate Bill 500, the Smoke-Free Illinois Act, was signed into law this past summer. It 
imposes a statewide ban on smoking in all public places, including bars, restaurants, 

public buildings and work places starting January 1, 2008. The state law supersedes most 
local ordinances that may have been considered weak, such as allowing a phased-in 
smoking ban or exempting establishments that installed approved air filtration systems. 

People may still smoke in their homes, cars, outdoors, private nursing home rooms, 
home offices not open to the public, retail tobacco shops and certain hotel or motel 

rooms. Smokers that violate the law by smoking at indoor public places can be fined 
between $100 and $250. Establishments that violate the law can be charged an 
amount between $100 and $250 for the first violation and a minimum of $250 for 
a second violation within a year. Subsequent violations within a year of the first 
violation will cost establishments at least $2,500. ■ 
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Illinois Fights for FutureGen There may not have been much bipartisan agreement in 

the Illinois State Capitol this summer, but one thing 

everyone agreed on was FutureGen. Illinois is competing 

for the $1.4 billion, coal-to-energy, state-of-the-art facility 

with Texas. Governor Blagojevich signed Senate Bill 

1704 giving Illinois an even greater chance of landing 
FutureGen in either Mattoon or Tuscola. 

“We’ve been making the investments that have made 

Illinois a national leader in clean coal technology,” says 

Gov. Blagojevich. “After more than four years of planning 

and strong bipartisan support, this is the final piece of the 

puzzle as we are approaching FutureGen’s finish line.” 

FutureGen will be designed to be the cleanest fossil 

fuel-fired power plant in the world. The facility will con¬ 

vert coal into hydrogen and electricity, while capturing 

and storing the carbon dioxide deep underground. This 

effort will lay the groundwork for developing similar 

power plants around the country and the world. 

Senate Bill 1704 would protect the FutureGen 

Alliance from facing liability for unanticipated release of 

carbon dioxide, which is unlikely. Texas, which has the 

other two remaining sites, has already passed a version of 

indemnification legislation. ■ 

Burning Biomass With Coal 
to Reduce Carbon Biomass, organic matter such as forest waste, agriculture waste 

and municipal waste, can be mixed with coal or natural 

gas to effectively reduce the carbon footprint of utilities. 

Because organic matter comes from crops and trees that 

absorb CO, the CO, that is released is considered neutral. 

The Energy Department and several utilities are working 

to expand biomass generation. About 20 utilities in North 

America are using wood chips to replace up to 25 percent 

of the coal or natural gas used. Co-firing biomass is working 

in European countries such as Sweden where 19 percent of 

the energy comes from biomass. Sweden expects to produce 

40 percent of its energy from biomass by 2020. 

Co-firing biomass is a technology that is available and 

does not require the substantial investment other options 

require. There are trade offs however. There needs to be a 

dependable supply of biomass. Biomass contains half the 

energy of coal. Mining coal and harvesting biomass are 

difficult processes, but some experts say the cost can be 

cheaper. Others point out that it is one way to reduce CO,, 

sulfur, nitrogen oxide and other waste using existing plants 

and technology available today. 

October to See Near to Slightly Below Normal Temperatures 
The latest long-range models 

indicate that October is likely to 

see temperatures that are closer 

to normal and even may average 

slightly cooler than normal in 

some spots across Illinois. 

Past climate records 

indicate that when a neutral 

to weak La Nina phase is 

in place, the fall months 

across Illinois tend to be 

more seasonable as far as tem¬ 

peratures are concerned. 

Other climate indices 

such as the NAO (North 

Atlantic Oscillation) index 

suggest the stretches of 

cooler than normal tem¬ 

peratures are also possible 

across Illinois during the month of 

October. The NAO is forecasted to 

be negative for at least part of the 

month, which will likely allow an 

upper level trough pattern to set 

up across the eastern third of the 

country. This is expected to allow 

Canadian air masses to move across 

Illinois from time to time, which will 

Average Total October 
Heating Degree Days 

October Temperature Outlook 

~| Above Normal 

| Slightly Above Normal 

| Near Normal 

J Slightly Below Normal ejsweather.com 
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350 HDD 

J 300 HDD 
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result in periods of cooler weather. 

Overall, mean temperatures are 

forecasted to average 1 to 3 degrees 

cooler than normal across the state 

in October. This may lead to a mar¬ 

ginal increase in early season heating 

demand as well as slightly higher 

than normal energy costs with respect 

to heating. Total heating degree-day 

values are projected to be higher by 

between 30 to 90. 

The Illinois map this month il¬ 

lustrates what the average total 

number of heating degree days should 

be across the state for the month of 

October. 

Source: EJS Weather, Newton, 111., 

www.ejsweather.com or call 618-783-3040.1 
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Coles-Moultrie Electric Co-op Helping Create lobs USDA Rural Development can help rural electric and 
telephone co-ops create new jobs using no cost funding 

through the agency’s Rural Economic Development Loan 
and Grant (REDLG) program. 

“Utility cooperatives can use these funds to help finance 
business start-ups and expansions, implement economic 
development plans and make community improvements to 
ensure rural areas remain attractive, economically viable 
places to live and work,” said Doug Wilson, Illinois Director 
for USDA Rural Development. 

Rural Development can lend money to an eligible electric 
or telephone cooperative at zero percent interest for 10 years. 
The cooperative then makes loans to local profit or non-profit 
businesses and public bodies for projects that will promote 
economic development and create jobs in rural areas. 

Coles-Moultrie Electric Cooperative has a history of 
supporting economic development in Coles, Moultrie, 
Piatt, Cumberland and Douglas counties. The co-op sub¬ 
mitted an application to Rural Development for a REDLG 
loan to finance a new business that could have a sub¬ 
stantial economic impact in Coles County. In July Rural 
Development awarded them a 10-year loan for $740,000 at 
zero percent interest. 

Coles-Moultrie Electric will re-lend the funds to Family 
Farmers Meats, LLC, for its state-of-the-art, energy-efficient 
meat processing facility that will be built two miles north¬ 
east of Mattoon. The company will process organic drug-free 
hogs, cows, chickens and other species including sheep and 
goats. Family Farmer Meats will employ 54 people and pro¬ 
cess meat for wholesalers, retailers and individual customers. I 

The Hennepin Canal Celebrates 100 Years It was in November of 1907 that the first boat made its way down 
the Hennepin Canal from the Illinois River to the Mississippi 

River. Thousands of people lined the banks of the Hennepin Canal 
for this event. A hundred years later, the Hennepin Canal is a great 
state park that offers fishing, hiking, biking, boating, horseback 
riding, snowmobiling, cross-country skiing and other recreational 
opportunities. The Hennepin Canal is also a major part of the 475- 
mile-long Grand Illinois Trail and part of the American Discovery 
Trail that goes from coast to coast. The Friends of the Hennepin 
Canal are celebrating the wonderment of the KM-mile state park. 
The celebration is being held Sunday, Oct. 7 at the Hennepin Canal 
Visitors Center in Sheffield from 11 a.m. - 5 p.m. For more infor¬ 
mation go to www.friends-hennepin-canal.com. Photo compliments 
of the Hennepin Canal State Park Visitors Center. ■ 

Business Start-Up Workshops Planned for Fall The Illinois Small Business 
Development Center at Southern 

Illinois University in Carbondale 
is offering vital information to help 
anyone considering starting their own 
business. 

The fall 2007 workshop schedule 
includes four sessions of “Starting a 
Business in Illinois.” Each two-hour 
informational seminar provides the 
basics of starting a business, including 
legal structure, startup requirements, 
finding financing and the basics of 
business planning. There’s a $10 
materials fee to cover the cost of the 
business startup kit, which includes 
a newly updated business plan 
workbook, a business startup checklist 

and a copy of the presentation slides. 
All workshops are in room 150 

at the Dunn-Richmond Economic 
Development Center at 150 E. 
Pleasant Hill Road, Carbondale. The 
fall series schedule includes: Oct. 17, 
1-3 p.m., Nov. 20, 9-11 a.m. and 
Dec. 12, 1-3 p.m. 

Immediately following the Oct. 17 
workshop, the center, along with the 
Southern Illinois Entrepreneurship 
Center, will sponsor “Finding 
Financing: Selling Your Ideas to 
Banks and Investors,” from 3 to 
5 p.m. This free seminar explains the 
different types of financing and details 
about securing financing. 

Pre-registration is required for each 

of the workshops. To register, or for 
more information, call 618-536-2424, 
sign up online at www.southern 
illinois.biz, or e-mail ilsbdc@siu.edu. 

The center serves existing and 
prospective businesses by helping with 
business planning and marketing, 
management issues, understanding 
business finances, financial coun¬ 
seling and information about securing 
financing. SIUC hosts the center 
and funding is from the Illinois 
Department of Commerce and 
Economic Opportunity and the U.S. 
Small Business Administration. 

Source: Christi Mathis, 
Southern Illinois University■ 
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Reduce Your Energy Costs With These 
Money-Saving Tips 

Luckily, there are things you can do 
to cut back on your energy bills. 
For example, did you know that 

new lighting technologies can reduce 
your lighting energy expense by 50-75 
percent? The Leviton Institute rec¬ 
ommends you try some of the simple, 
inexpensive changes listed below. 
They can put you on the path toward 
lower energy bills, as well as helping 
the environment. 

1. Light Bulbs: 
Use compact fluorescent bulbs in 

place of incandescent bulbs whenever 
possible. They consume 2/3 less en¬ 
ergy than incandescent lights, last 10 
times longer, and generate 70 percent 
less heat. And most fit in standard-size 
sockets, making replacement a breeze. 

2. Dimmers: 
Install dimmer switches and you’ll 

save money and create atmosphere 
at the same time. For example, dim a 
room by 50 percent and you’ll use 40 
percent less electricity, plus extend 
the life of the bulb around 20 times. 
Try setting different light levels in the 
same room to create your own custom 
lighting scene. Get “in the mood” to 
listen to music, watch a movie in your 
home theater, or sit down to a festive 
meal in your dining room, with cus¬ 
tom-tailored lighting to perfectly fit 
each occasion. 

3. Occupancy Sensors: 
Replace old light switches with oc¬ 

cupancy sensors whenever possible. 
These turn the lights on when some¬ 
one enters the area, and then off again 
after a set time when they leave. In¬ 
stall them in hallways, laundry rooms, 
basements, garages or any place where 
a light may be left on accidentally 
while the room is unoccupied or when 

hands-free operation is a factor. They 
are especially useful in homes with 
seniors or disabled people who might 
get disoriented or have trouble seeing 
at night. 

4. Motion Detectors: 
Install motion detectors on walk¬ 

ways and near buildings outdoors. 
They sense when someone walks 
near them and automatically turn on 
floodlights to light the way safely at 
night. They also help protect against 
burglars, who usually prefer working 
without a spotlight. 

5. Timers: 
Install wall-mounted digital timers 

in place of regular switches in rooms 
with heat lamps, exhaust fans and 
other items that may get left on ac¬ 
cidentally. They can also be set to 
automatically turn on lights or a pool 
filter. 

6. Nightlights: 
With the price of electricity as high 

as it is, you don’t want to keep your 
lights on any longer than you have 
to. Night lights are a great way to add 
convenience lighting to your home 
for just pennies a day. Available in a 
multitude of different styles, they’re 
inexpensive to purchase and operate 
and can be used anywhere in your 
home. They radiate a comforting glow 
in bedrooms, bathrooms, and hallways 
or any other area of your home where 
convenience lighting is needed after 
dark. 

7. Turn lights off: 
Last but not least, switch off lights 

when you’re leaving a room. A very 
effective technique, this requires no 
installation other than a string around 
your finger to remember! 

Source: Leviton Institute 
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Air Evac Lifeteam Fills Gaps for Rural Healthcare By Nancy Nixon 

TWisted metal, shards of glass, random car parts and 

a mangled motorcycle litter the two-lane road and 

ad/acent field. What seem like a million red lights pierce 

the night sky. A local volunteer paramedic tries desper¬ 

ately to stabilize a patient who is critically injured and 

in need of immediate surgery. The nearest hospital with 

surgical capabilities is 90 minutes away — a ground am¬ 

bulance won't get the patient there in time. 
But, in all the commotion and con- 

fusion, a muffled staccato beat becomes 
clearer by the second, and before long, 
the patient’s only hope, a lone helicop¬ 
ter, comes into view. The craft lands, a 
paramedic and a nurse leap from it and 
run to the scene with medical equip¬ 
ment and a stretcher in tow. Within 
minutes, they have stabilized the pa¬ 

tient, loaded him into the helicopter, 
and are back in the air, headed towards 
the hospital, only 20 minutes away by 
air. With precious minutes saved, this 
patient’s chances of survival have im¬ 
proved dramatically. 

For people who live in metropoli¬ 
tan areas, this may seem foreign. If 
they have a medical emergency, an 

ambulance can reach them quickly. 
But, most rural citizens don’t have 
that luxury. In Illinois, 84 of 102 
counties are designated rural, and of 
those 84 counties, 78 are designated 
in whole or part by the U.S. Depart¬ 
ment of Health and Human Services 
as health professional shortage areas. 
Nearly 1 million residents currently 
live in these underserved areas. 

Keeping healthcare professionals in 
rural Illinois is the single most critical 
issue for rural communities. Increasing 
healthcare costs, the fear of malprac¬ 
tice suits, serving many low income 
and uninsured residents and fighting 
difficulties with Medicaid reimburse¬ 
ment makes practicing in rural areas 
less appealing to doctors. This, cou¬ 
pled with a severe shortage of nursing 
professionals, has resulted in a reduc¬ 
tion of services at rural hospitals, and 
even closings. This has led to wide 
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geographic gaps in rural healthcare. 
Long distances to travel to facilities 

that offer trauma, burn, emergency, 
surgical and many other specialized 
services can mean the difference 
between life and death. One way to 
fill the gap is through air ambulance 
services such as the Air Evac Lifeteam 
(AEL), which is headquartered in 
West Plains, Mo. 

With 74 mutually supporting air- 
medical bases manned by more than 
1,600 employees in 12 states, AEL is 
one of the largest and oldest indepen¬ 
dently owned air medical services in 
the United States. 

Air Evac began serving rural areas 
in 1985, and its mission is simple: To 
save lives and positively impact out¬ 
comes during life- or limb-threatening 
medical emergencies by providing 
rapid access to definitive emergency 
health care for people in rural Ameri¬ 
ca. According to Dustin Bramer, Base 
Paramedic Supervisor at AEL’s Pawnee 
base, “Putting the company in a rural 
area like we are means that 99 percent 
of our bases are just as rural. It gets us 
closer. Our company has said from day 
one that we are a rural company.” And 
AEL’s values are also simple: 
• Safety for patients and our people 
• Quality patient care 
• Professional environment of hon¬ 

esty, integrity and respect 
• Hard work and unwavering dedica¬ 

tion to the mission 
AEL offers a variety of member¬ 

ships starting at $50 per year for a 
single membership. Two-person and 
family memberships are slightly more 
per year, and multiple-year member¬ 
ships are also available. 

Because a helicopter can quickly 
and easily maneuver to rural locations 
that can be difficult to find, AEL can 
react much faster than other rescue 
vehicles. According to Kurt Kennard, 
Base Pilot Supervisor, Pawnee, “It 
(AEL) provides the local emergency 
medical services (EMS) personnel 
the opportunity to have our service 
come right to a location. Then we fly 
straight to the hospital. What may 
take them an hour and a half driving 
is 40 minutes flying. 

“Once, we landed in a farmer’s field 

right next to his tractor because a line 
broke and sprayed the guy with anhy¬ 
drous ammonia, burning his eyes and 
everything else. We picked him up 
right there and flew him straight to St. 
John’s Hospital from out in the middle 
of nowhere. A lot of the services now 
carry hand-held GPS units, and we 
have three on board the helicopter. If 
you give us the points, we will fly to 
that point,” says Kennard. 

While many organizations claim 
to be customer-driven, AEL is seri¬ 
ous about it. According to Bramer, 
“Something interesting that our 
company offers is early activation. We 
love having a call-fast mentality. If 
you get a 911 call and you think it’s 
bad, call us, get us in the air, get us 
close to you, and if you decide later 
that this guy’s not hurt or sick, we’ll 
go back home, and nobody gets a bill. 
We’d rather get cancelled five times 
in a row than have it be the one time 
that you wish you’d called us.” 

Kim Justice, Base Nurse Supervisor, 
Pawnee, says that every call they get 

deals with an extremely dire situation. 
She says, “These are the worst of the 
worse. There’s a reason they call a he¬ 
licopter. They’re critical. It’s a life or 
death situation. For cardiac patients, 
each minute equals lost heart muscle. 
In trauma, you have what’s called the 
‘golden hour.’ We’ve been trained 
as medical professionals that the 
survival rate dramatically increases 
if an intervention occurs within the 
golden hour. That golden hour can be 
sucked up quite dramatically if you’ve 
got a ground ambulance trying to 
find where it’s supposed to be on this 
county road.” 

Kennard relates a story about a 
patient named Tim Welch, who he 
flew from Jacksonville. Welch, who 
is from Bluffs, had been released from 
Passavant Area Hospital in Jackson¬ 
ville on Nov. 16, 2004, following 
surgery to put a steel plate in his arm. 
Tim arrived home at around 7:30 
p.m. that night, and went to bed at 
around 10 p.m. Tim says, “At about 
1:30 or 1:45 a.m., I woke up and my 

Paramedic Larry Thies, Flight Nurse Cindy Spencer and Pilot Brett Sullivan from the Air 

Evac Effingham base enjoy a break while speaking to Coles Moultrie Electric Cooperative 

members about the program at the coup’s annual meeting this year. 
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Air Evac teams in Illinois fly any time of the day or night to save lives. Air Evac is a membership supported service that is a critical 
part of the rural Illinois health care system. 

arm was throbbing. I actually could 
feel my heart beating in my arm. My 
back and my neck were killing me, 
and my chest was tight.” 

His wife, Tammie, thought the 
pain was from the surgery, and was 
going to get hiin more pain medica¬ 
tion, but Tim knew that wasn’t the 
problem. “When 1 got up, I tried to 
ease the pain any way I could, and I 
couldn’t. It felt like a dagger in my 
left shoulder and my back. I said, 
‘Something’s not right.’ And then I 
started getting sick to my stomach, 
and I pretty much knew what was go¬ 
ing on,” he says. 

Tammie drove Tim to the Passa- 
vant Area Hospital in record time. As 
soon as they reached the hospital and 
personnel there realized he was suffer¬ 
ing from a massive heart attack, they 
called for AEL to transport Welch to 
St. John’s Hospital in Springfield. Ken- 
nard recalls, “We were talking with 
him in the hospital, and as soon as we 
got him on the aircraft, it just went 
bad. He basically had died. His heart 
had stopped. We had to take him back 
out of the aircraft at Jacksonville.” 

Justice was the nurse on board, and 
after considerable effort, was able to 
stabilize Welch. Kennard says, “We 
put him back on the aircraft and flew 
as fast as we could to Springfield.” 

Welch called the next day to thank 
the crew for saving his life. He says, “If 
they hadn’t been there, I’d never have 
made it. They kept me alive and got 
me there so fast. I guess the heart at¬ 
tack I had is one that very few people 
survive.” 

Justice says, “That is a story that is 
the true definition of saving someone’s 
life.” And it shows the value of imme¬ 
diate medical assistance. 

AEL personnel have a lighter side 
to their profession too. As directed 
by AEL’s marketing plan, each base’s 
personnel are required to provide 
outreach support to communities 
within their base’s coverage area. 
They have each adopted hospitals in 
rural communities, and are seen at 
all types of activities in their areas. 

They want people there to know 
that the air ambulance service is 
available to them, and also they 
want to be a part of the communi¬ 

ties they serve. “Our company is also 
huge with benefits. Anytime in our 
70-mile radius there is somebody try¬ 
ing to raise money for someone who 
is sick, all they need to do is ask and 
the company is giving us free heli¬ 
copter ride certificates so they can 
auction them off. It’s all part of being 
in a rural community,” says Bramer. 

AEL personnel often interact at 
electric cooperative annual meetings. 
Russ Riggins, Regional Membership 
Manager, says that AEL has forged 
a good partnership with the electric 
cooperatives in getting the word 
out about the service. And through 
the cooperatives, AEL offers what is 
called the utility plan. According to 
Riggins, “It’s strictly an option — a 
value-added benefit if the co-op mem¬ 
bers want to take advantage of it. It’s 
a convenience for the people who 
want to be members of both.” 

Tom Ling, AEL’s Membership Co¬ 
ordinator at the Pawnee base, says that 
Rural Electric Convenience Coopera¬ 
tive (RECC) in Auburn was the first 
Illinois cooperative to join AEL’s util¬ 
ity plan. Ling says with pride, “RECC 



Kurt Kennard, Dustin Bramer, Kim Justice and Tom Ling, all of the Air Evac Pawnee base, can be the difference between life or 
death for their members, who need fast transportation during medical emergencies. 

is not only located right here by our 
base, but it serves us with electricity.” 

For David Stuva, President and 
CEO of RECC, signing up for AEL’s 
utility plan was a “ no-brainer.” He 
says, “We’ve had a relationship with 
AEL since 2005, and we feel the 
company provides a vital service to 
rural residents. By participating in 
the utility plan, and splitting our 
members’ yearly membership fee 
into 12 equal payments that are 
wrapped into their electric bills, 
we’re doing what we can to make 
it easier for them to take advan¬ 
tage of the program.” 

Stuva also feels it’s vital for the 
co-op’s linemen to participate in 
the service. “Knowing we have the 
security of a helicopter that can 
travel to the most remote areas of 
our service area in case of a serious 
accident gives us great peace of 
mind,” he says. 

Ling states that the very low cost 
of the program is great insurance for 
when the unexpected happens. He 
says, “It’s a financial issue of flying 
with us being a member compared to 

not being a member. If they have to 
fly with us because of a life or limb 
emergency, the only cost to them is 
going to be the cost of membership. 
The average cost to fly a non-member 
is about $12,000. Members also get to 
know that they’re helping to keep an 
aircraft in rural America.” 

"Knowing we have the 
security of a helicopter 
that can travel to the 
most remote areas of our 
service area in case of a 
serious accident gives us 
great peace of mind." 

AEL crews attend all the events 
they can to promote AEL. According 
to Ling, “We have nearly 1/2 million 
members in all the states we’re in. 
Because of membership, we’re able 
to do public relations events and be 

involved in communities. We provide 
free training to fire agencies and EMS 
agencies. Without memberships, we 
wouldn’t be able to do it. 

AEL management understands that 
the company wouldn’t have nearly 
the presence it has in rural communi¬ 
ties or its tremendous reputation if it 

weren’t for its dedicated personnel. 
It’s about their passion — passion 
for a grueling profession where they 
know they hold peoples’ lives in 
their hands every day. They eat, 
breathe and live their commitment 
to their patients and their commu¬ 
nities. 

Welch says, “They’re not people 
who just do a job and move on to 
the next one. I really think you get 
a place in their heart. And they 
make a place in ours. If there’s any 
angels who walk and talk that you 
could see every day, it would be 

those people right there.” 
For more information about Air 

Evac Lifeteam membership or ques¬ 
tions about the service, please call 
417-256-0010 or log on at www.air- 
evac.com. 
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Deadly Driving Distractions 
Driving distractions include more than teens texting 

"In 2DDG 8D percent of 
crashes and G5 percent 
of near-crashes involved 
driver inattentiveness" 

Thinking this article’s message would simply be to 
suggest that parents encourage teens to “cease 

and desist” the use of text messaging and talking 
on cell phones while driving, I started reviewing 
research. While I’ll stick by that suggestion, 
research on driving and texting is not yet extensive 
and driving and talking on a cell phone was not 
always found to be the most distracting activity 
that people engage in while driving. On the other 
hand, the sheer number of drivers who use wireless 
communication make the volume of accidents 
from driver inattentiveness approach, and from the 
perspective of at least one study, surpass the risk 
associated with drinking and driving. 

There are four types of distractions: visual— 
looking away from the roadway, biochemical 
associated with visual distraction—dialing a phone 
or looking at one’s personal data assistant (PDA), 
auditory—being startled by a cell phone ringing, 
and cognitive—listening to the radio or talking to 
someone. These cognitive distractions can cause 
us to become “lost in thought.” Think about the 
last time you arrived at your destination and could 
remember very little of the drive. 

These distractions are much more critical 
today than when my grandfather drove 40 miles- 
per-hour to look at the crops on both sides of 
the road and wouldn’t meet another vehicle for 
miles. Today the traffic is faster, heavier and we have 

more distractions. More than 236 
million people in the United States 
subscribed to wireless communication 
devices in 2007, compared with 
approximately 4-3 million in 1990. 

Cell phone conversations dif¬ 
fer from talking with a passenger. A 
passenger is aware of the driving situ¬ 
ation and can even serve as an addi¬ 
tional lookout for hazards. Once used 
almost solely for safety and emergen¬ 

cies, the average cell phone call lasted 2.15 minutes 
in 1995. Since then, cell phone rates have declined 
so much that many people use their commute time 
to keep in touch with family and friends. 

So let’s take a look at the complexity of recent 
findings about driving and distractions, many high¬ 
lighted in Insurance Information Institute’s August 
2007 hot topics. 
O In 2006, 80 percent of crashes and 65 percent 

of near-crashes involved driver inattentiveness. 

Reaching for a falling object, such as a falling 
cup, increased the risk of a crash or near-crash 
nine times, while talking or listening on a hand¬ 
held cell phone only increased the risk 1.3 times. 

O Cell phone users were 18 percent slower in 
breaking and took 17 percent more time to 
regain speed they lost when they braked. 

© Crash risk didn’t vary with the type of phone 
(handheld or hand’s free) but hand’s free users had 
to redial calls 40 percent of the time compared to 
18 percent of drivers using hand-held phones. 

© Teens considered sending text messages via 
cell phones to be their biggest distraction with 
37 percent reporting it was extremely or very 
distracting, followed by 20 percent who said that 
they were distracted by their emotional state 
and 19 percent who said having friends in the 
car was distracting. 

© Nineteen percent of motorists said they text 
message while driving. Drivers spent up to 400 
percent more time with their eyes off the road 
when text messaging compared to when they 
were not text messaging. 

O In general, young drivers (under 30) have less 
experience and take greater risks and older drivers 
(over 65) have slower reaction time, making it 
more important for both of these groups to try 
to lessen distractions. Young people, take note: a 
2005 study suggested that when young drivers talk 
on cell phones while driving, their reaction times 
are as slow as those of elderly drivers. 

So besides wearing your seat belt, obeying the 
speed limit and never driving after you’ve consumed 
alcohol, please give driving your full attention! 
© Pull off the road to use your cell phone or look 

for items in your vehicle. 
© Program radio stations or CD selections prior to 

getting on the road. 
© Never read while driving. 
© Plan your trip and get directions prior to 

traveling. 
© Don’t drink, eat, shave or put on make-up while 

driving. ■ 

Judith M. Taylor, Youth Development 
Educator, University of Illinois Extension, 
Springfield Center, 217-782-6515, or 
jmtaylor@uiuc.edu. 
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You may not realize it, but your home is sitting on a free and renewable supply of energy. A WaterFurnace 

geothermal system taps into that source to provide dramatic energy savings and exceptional heating and cooling 

comfort for your home. In fact, many homeowners save as much as 60% in heating, cooling and hot water 
costs. It’s a smart investment in your family’s comfort. Call your local WaterFurnace dealer today to learn how to 

tap into your buried treasure, or call (800) GEO-SAVE. No pirate required. 

Anna 
Hartline Htg. & Clg. 
618-833-6802 

Belleville 
Bel-O Sales & Service, Inc. 
618-235-6626 

Sigman Htg. & A/C, Inc. 

618-234-4343 

Bloomington 
Wm. Masters, Inc. 
309-662-8481 

Brighton 
Den-Son Inc. Htg. & Clg. 
618-372-8375 

Canton 
Easley Mechanical 
309-647-3450 

Charleston 
LD Mechanical Contractors, Inc. 
217-345-9633 

Chester 
De Rousse Htg. & A/C, Inc. 
618-826-4359 

Cissna Park 
Boyce Electric 
815-457-2700 

L & R Heating and Cooling 
815-457-2097 

Cobden 
Davis Heating and Cooling 
618-893-2821 

Collinsville 
Bel-O Sales & Service, Inc. 
618-344-3434 

Columbia 
Bel-O Sales & Service, Inc. 
618-281-8118 

Damiansville 
Toennies Service Co. 
618-248-5130 

Decatur 
Design-Air Htg. & Clg. 
217-429-1105 
800-452-7845 

Delavan 
Jeckel Plumbing & Htg. 
309-244-8265 

Effingham 
Jansen's Htg. & A/C 
217-347-5223 

Flora 
Electro-Electric 
618-662-4520 

Forrest 
Kupferschmid, Inc. 
815-657-8147 

Gibson City 
Houston Plumbing 
800-379-2165 

Goodfield 
Hinrichsen 
309-965-2604 

Harrisburg 
William’s A/C & Htg. 
618-864-3606 

Lawrenceville 
Tracy Electric 
618-943-2243 

Lincoln 
Albert Service Htg. & A/C 
217-735-9990 

Litchfield 
Snell’s Plumbing & Htg. 
217-324-4560 

Macomb 
Arnold Brothers Htg. & Clg. 
309-833-2852 

Marion 
D & C Sheetmetal 
618-997-6577 

Mt. Vernon 
Holloway Htg. & Clg. 
618-242-5481 

Murphysboro 
William’s A/C & Htg. 
618-684-HEAT 

Pana 
Macari Service Center 
217-562-3631 

Paxton 
Houston Plumbing 
800-379-2165 

Peru 
Pro’s Htg. & Clg. 
815-223-0715 

Petersburg 
Collins Plumbing & Htg. 
217-632-3670 

Pittsfield 
Peters Htg. & A/C, Inc. 
217-285-1600 

Pontiac 
Kupferschmid, Inc. 
815-842-3812 

Quincy 
Peters Htg. & A/C, Inc. 
217-222-1368 

Red Bud 
De Rousse Htg. & A/C, Inc. 
618-826-4359 

Salem 
Booher Tin Shop 
618-548-1295 

Springfield 
Collins Plumbing & Htg. 
217-793-8031 

Sullivan 
Rowland Plumbing & Htg. 
217-728-8025 

Shelbyville 
Macari Service Center 
217-774-4214 

Steelville 
William's A/C & Htg. 
618-965-2040 

Taylorville 
Yard Htg. & Clg. 
217-824-4737 

Thomasboro 
Hoveln Htg. & Clg. 
217-643-2125 

Tuscola 
Triangle Htg. & Clg. 
217-253-5400 

Vandalia 
Hunter Appliance Htg. & Clg. 
618-283-3224 

Vienna 
Hartline Htg. & Clg. 
618-833-6802 

Virden 
Snell’s Plumbing & Heating 
217-965-3911 

Waterloo 
Sigman Htg. & A/C, Inc. 
618-234-4343 

Toennies Service Co. 
618-248-5130 

Watseka 
R & M Electric 
815-432-4062 

waterfurnace.com \ (800) GEO-SAVE 
WaterFurnace is a registered trademark of WaterFurnace International, Inc. 



(hrysonthemuins-Odober Garden Stalwarts 
Treat them like an annual plant or get them to overwinter 

"If you had bought them in 
May and tended them, they 

probably would overwinter." 

October’s weather runs the gamut from hot and 
dry to crisp and cool. Through it all, there’s one 

stalwart in the garden - the chrysanthemum. 
The “Chrysanthemum” genus is more than just 

the fall garden mum, though there’s arguments over 
just what should be included or not. It’s changed 
back and forth for the last 50 years and probably 
will change again. Genetic testing is the culprit. 

Close relatives include the “Leucanthemum” 
and “Dendranthemum;” the garden mum was one 
time lumped into the latter. 

The potted and cut florist mums, as well as the 
garden mums, are the two most popular members of 
the plant genus. Generally speaking, the florist mums 
are definitely not hardy outside, but for that matter, 
many will argue that the hardy mum isn’t either. 

The term “hardy mum” is somewhat a mis¬ 
nomer in Illinois when you consider the mums you 
buy in September and October. If you had bought 
them in May and tended them, they probably 
would overwinter. 

But in the fall, the mum has spent all its 
energy trying to set flowers and little on developing 
a root system. Sticking the plant in the ground still 
doesn’t give the plant enough time to adapt to the 
soil and prepare for winter. 

Therefore, you’re stuck with a plant that 
blooms its heart out this fall, but by next spring will 

be nothing but a bunch of 
soggy twigs that just take up 
garden space. 

The plants are seldom 
hardy, pure and simple. Just 
remember that and you 
won’t be disappointed. 

True, occasionally you 
will run into a plant that 
keeps growing year after 

year. Chalk it up to good loose soil, a mild winter, 
or just a plant with stronger genes. 

The good news is that mums, like poinsettias, 
seem to have gotten cheaper over the years. 

Which is good. You can treat them like an 
annual plant that you just pop into the ground, 
sun or shade, garden or pot, and enjoy them for the 
season. That’s wonderful. 

Hardy mums are generally divided into three 
types depending on when they bloom - early, mid- 
season or late. 

Early mums start in September, mid-season 
the end of September to the first of October, and 
late-season around Oct. 15 in central Illinois. You 
might want to add or subtract a couple of weeks 
depending on whether you’re a farther south or 
north of the middle of the state. 

Plants are marginally hardy, and can withstand 
a light frost with only some browning of the flowers 
but a strong freeze will do them in. Still, you can 
cover them with a flowerpot, leaves or even loose 
straw to get them through an early freeze. 

Besides the season of blooms, you can categorize 
the plants by the type of bloom. For the most part, 
mums come as daisy poms or cushion types. 

Daisies are just what you’d think they are. You 
have the colorful outer petals and a bright eye, usu¬ 
ally green, in the middle. Flower stems aren’t as long, 
nor are flowers as wide as typical Shasta daisies. 

Cushion mums are just row after row after row 
of petals. There’s not a center eye, just more petals. 

Fongevity isn’t based on the type of flower but 
the weather and plant genetics. 

When buying a plant, look for one with lots of 
buds and just a few open flowers. That way you’ll be 
able to enjoy it for a couple of weeks or month. 

The more sun you give the plant, the brighter 
the flowers will be. However, the buds are already 
set so you could put the plant in the shade and 
they’ll still bloom. 

The most important aspect, though, is water. 
Fall rains may not be consistent and a blooming 
plant really does need lots of water. The root sys¬ 
tem isn’t growing in heavy soil; in fact, it’s probably 
mostly peat moss. Watering the plant every day is 
something you might have to do. 

If you want to try to overwinter the plant, 
cover it with straw or loose leaves for the winter, 
making sure the ground is moist before it freezes, 
but not soggy. 

But the best thing to do is just let the plant 
live or die on its own, and enjoy the possibilities of 
new plants next fall. ■ 

David Robson is an Extension Educator, 

Horticulture, at the Springfield Extension 

Center, University of Illinois Extension, 

P.0. Box 8199, Springfield, IL 62791. 

Telephone: 217-782-6515. 

E-mail: drobson@uiuc.edu. 
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Bullitt County 

K-W- 

Fort Knox 
Patton Museum 

Louisville 
Churchill ©owns 

Slugger Museum 

KY Derby Museum 
Brooks/Hillview 

Exit 121 

^' Hawks View Gallery 

Shepherdsville 
Exit 117 

, Kart Kountry & Miniature Golf 

Shepherdsville Music Show 

Clermont 
Exit 112 

f Jim Beam American Outpost 

Bernheim Arboretum and Forest 

Bullitt County Attrmtions 
♦Jim Beam American Outpost 
♦Hawks View Glass Art Tour 
♦Bernheim Arboretum and Forest 
♦Kart Kountry & Miniature Golf 
♦Shepherdsville Music Show 

Bardstown 
•My Old KY Home 

Shepherdsville^^ Bullitt County 
TOURIST & CONVENTION COMMISSION 

Affordable lodging, dining events and 
attractions at exits 121 through 105, off 1-65. 

www.travelbullitt.org ♦ l'800-'526'2068 

Enjoy Radiant 
Soapstone Warmth 

5 reasons soapstone is better! 
• Soapstone holds twice as much heat as metal. 

• Soapstone heat is steady, even and comfortable. 

• Soapstone has a proven record of durability. 

• It has beautiful color, texture and marbling. 

• Variations in the stone make each stove unique. 

Plus, no power is required, so you can enjoy 

radiant warmth regardless of the weather! 

FREE COLOR CATALOG 
Name  

Address    

City/State/Zip  

Emai 1  

Woodstock Soapstone Co., Inc 
66 Airpark Rd., Dept. 3036, West Lebanon, NH 03784 

www.woodstove.com 
1-888-664-8188 

Hydro-Sil: Introducing a new 
generation of advanced, 
high performance heating technology 

Uniquely designed "Hair Pin" 
proportional watt heating 

element immersed 
in specially formulated 

silicone liquid 

■ y CC 
* 

Comfortable. Clean. Safe. 
And never have to buy fuel — wood, oil, gas, kerosene — ever again! 

Hydro-Sil is a duct-free/furnace-free high 

performance individual room heating system. 
It is designed to replace or supplement old and 

inefficient heating with deon, comfortable, 

safe, hydronic "self-contained" baseboard 

units. 

Hydro-Sil represents quality home heating: 
inside the heater is a sealed copper chamber 

filled with a harmless silicone fluid heated by a 

high-performance, proportional watt element. 

It is designed to last a lifetime. 

Your Benefits with Hydro-Sil: 
■ Zone controlled heating cost with Hydro-Sil 
■ No service contracts. Lifetime warranty. 
■ Safe, complete peace of mind 
■ Clean, no fumes, environmentally safe 
■ U.L listed 
■ Preassembled — ready to use 
■ No furnaces, ducts, or chimneys 
■ Portable (110V) or permanent (220V) 
■ Whole house heating or single room 

ORDER TODAY! 
2 MODELS TO CHOOSE FROM 

PORTABLE OR PERMANENT- YOUR CHOICE! 
220 VOLT Approx. Area Discount _ 

PERMANENT to Heat Price Quantity 

8' 2000 watts 250-300 s.f. $309 

6' 1500 watts 180-250 s.f. $279 

5' 1250 watts 130-180 s.f. $259 

4' 1000 watts 100-130 s.f. $229 

3' 750 watts 75-100 s.f. $189 

2' 500 watts 50-75 s.f. $169 

Thermostats Call for options & exact heater needed 

110 VOLT PORTABLES 
(Thermostat Included) 

5' Hydro-Max 750-1500 watts 

4' Convector - Dual watt 

3' 750 watts - Silicone 

$18.00 shipping per heater 

Total Amount 

Discount _ 
Price Quantity 

$229 

$179 

$179 

$  

Address_ 

City  Zip__ 

MasterCard or Visa Account Information: 

Acct#  

Expiration Date_ 

Order today or contact us for more info. 
Check ■ MasterCard ■ Visa 

1-800-627-9276 
www.hydrosil.com 

Hydro-Sil, P.0. Box, 662, Fort Mill, SC 29715 



Windows — Why Wait? 
After you've completed other energy improvements, windows could be next 

o 

"Windows account for a large 
portion of your energy costs 

- typically anywhere from 3D to 
7D percent of the heating and 
cooling costs of your home." 

CW + OIW = UH There’s no need to worry, y’all 
- this isn’t algebra class. The above formula is 

quite simple. It stands for: cold weather, plus old 
inefficient windows, equals unhappy homeowner. 

Folks, cold weather is just starting. And at least 
once a day I get asked about replacement windows. 
Let’s take a look at this very important subject by 
first considering these facts: 
© Windows account for a large portion of your energy 

costs - typically anywhere from 30 to 70 percent 
of the heating and cooling costs of your home. 

® Windows are very important to your comfort. 
© Most window salesmen will say that you need 

new windows and that they have the perfect 
window for you. 

Yes, windows are very important, but do you 
really need to replace your existing windows? Here 
are the questions to ask: 
© If your windows have only one pane of glass, you 

would greatly benefit from new energy-efficient 
replacement windows. 

© If your windows are just worn out (leaking, hard 
to open, hard to close, glass fogs, etc.) you might 
well benefit. 
If your windows “sweat” in the winter, you 
probably would benefit. 

Many of you are thinking that your answers to 
these questions show that 
you do need new windows. 
And you would love to 
have new replacement win¬ 
dows because they would 
make your house look more 
modem, make it more 
comfortable, lower your 
utility bills and increase its 
value. Everybody would love 
this, so why doesn’t everyone 
replace their old windows? 

Well, it’s no secret that replacement windows 
are not cheap. I just completed a series of columns 
designed to show you how to increase the energy- 
efficiency of your house without spending a lot of 
money. You may wish to go back and review those. 
If you have implemented those items, it may be 
time to consider replacement windows. Maybe you 
CAN afford it. 

This is an example from a 1,600-square-foot 
house built in 1974- The house has 12 windows. 
The cost to replace them with vinyl, double-glazed 

windows with low-e glass and argon gas is $9,000. 
If you finance $9,000 for five years at 9 percent, 
your monthly payment would be about $186. If 
you finance $9,000 for 15 years at 9 percent, your 
monthly payment would be $90. 

Let’s suppose that this improvement lowers your 
utility bills by $50 per month. In real life, it only 
costs you $40 per month to have these new windows 
that you have wanted for years. In many cases, the 
monthly energy savings have been greater than the 
additional monthly payment for the windows. And 
federal tax credits are also available to those who 
install energy-efficient replacement windows. 

I hope this example will help you determine 
whether you can afford to make this improvement. 
Of course, as in all fine print, costs may vary 
depending on just about everything. If you should 
decide to look at this option, you certainly want 
a quality window and installer. You can find them 
in the Yellow Pages of your phone book. Ask these 
questions when talking to installers. 
© May I have three references of your jobs? 
© What is the total U value and solar heat gain co¬ 

efficient (SHGC) of the windows as tested by the 
National Fenestration Rating Council (NFRC)? 

I suggest that the total U value be at .35 or 
less. The lower the U value, the better. I suggest 
that the SHGC value be .33 or less. 

There is a new generation of windows that 
have three panes of glass, two low-e coatings and 
are filled with krypton-enhanced gas. Krypton 
reminds us of Superman, so I call them super 
windows. The super windows are now available in 
many areas. The U value of these windows is about 
.2 and the SHGC value is about .33. 

They truly are super-performing windows. The 
price of a super window will be about double the 
cost of the double-paned windows, but the labor 
costs for installation should be about the same. 

Good luck with your decision on replacement 
windows and if you have more questions, feel free 
to call me at 501-653-7931. ■ 

Doug Rye, the “Doctor of Energy 
Efficiency-the King of Caulk and Talk” 
can be heard on several different Illinois 
radio stations. Or you can go to his Web 
site at www.dougrye.com, e-mail him at 
info@philliprye.com, or call 888-Doug- 
Rye or 501-653-7931. You can also sign 
up for a free newsletter and order his 
“how to” videotapes. 
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1-800-966-3458 • GORILLATAPE.COM 

© 2007 The Gorilla Glue Company. T6HD 

FREE CATALOG 

FOR THE 

TOUGHEST 
JOBS ON PLANET EARTH: 

m 

LEM Offers 
Over 700 Meat 
Processing And 

Jerky & Sausage 
Making Products. 

•Great Quality 
•Great Value 
•Great Warranty 

From building, to creating, 
to repairing and more. 

LEM Products, Dept. 07ICL 
109 May Drive, Harrison, OH 45030 

® 2007, LEM Products 

Builders, Inc. 
QUALITY IS AFFORDABLE 

www. blitz:builders.com 

Specials 
starting 

as low as 
$7,067.00 

With 25 years 
experience and over 

12,000 buildings 
constructed, Blitz 

Builders is #1 in Value. 

Toll Free: 1-877-53B-77E3 
wm.lemproduct5.coin 

LSK 
DISCOUNT MARINE CENTER 

Lake of the Ozarks Special 
24' Sundancer 
Tri-log Pontoon 

Fuel-Saving 
115hp Suzuki 
4-Stroke, Custom Trailer 

MSRP $25,299 

*19,999 
SUZUKI 

MARINE 

417-588-3550 1-800-542-3846 
Hwy. 64 & Bennett St Lebanon, MO 



SANGAMON 
RADIANT 
uponor aqua pex tubing products 
for agricultural, commercial shop 
floors and homes 

(217)971-8592 • FAX (217)483-7973 • Evening (217)483-3223 
John D. McMillan - Owner 

HERITAGE 
BUILDING SYSTEMS® 

Established 1979 

A Built To Last 

30’x 40’x 10’ $5,975 

40’x 60’x 12’ $10,294 

60’x 100’x 16’ $25,886 

Since 1979 Heritage Building Systems’ 
focus has been to provide the 
industry with the finest quality, best 
looking pre-engineered steel 
structures at the lowest possible price. 

1.800.643.5555 
www.heritagebuildings.com 

Sei&ct^ 
One^Vay 
Ventures 
Dr. John Ronan DDS 

& Associates 
Can Offer You 

Dentures, Partials 
& Extractions 

ONE-DAY SERVICE^ 
NTU 

[SI 24# 11154 

Office Hours: Monday-Friday 8 to 4 
Call for an Appointment 

(217-479-8444) 
(1-877-565-8981) 

1201 W. Walnut, Jacksonville, IL 62650 
Payment Accepted 

Cash, Mastercard or Visa 
/Vo Personal Checks 

“Every Lawn Tractor can be a Leaf Vacuum” 

www.LawnTractorLeafBag.com»877-530-9084 

Affordable Buildings 
Post Frame Structures 

Painted Metal 
Factory Trusses 

Call Toll Free For Estimate 

866 333 1021 

CLASSIC 
Outdoor Wood Furnace 

100% thermostatically controlled. 
There is no safer, more efficient way to heat with wood 
Heat entire home, pools, hot tubs and domestic water. 
Exclusive Ripple Top®, HeatLock Baffle® Firebox 
Design for maximum efficiency. 
Easily adapt to new or existing heating systems. 

Options for Dual Fuel 
models: Bio-Advantage™ Wood 

Pellet and Corn Power Burner, 
LP. NG or Fuel Oil Burner. 

Find your nearest dealer at 

cetitralboiler.com 
800-248-4681 

Dealerships available in select areas. 
Unsecured deferred first payment loans provided by EnerBank USA (1245 E. Brickyard Rd., Suite 640, Salt Lake City, UT 84106) to homeowners who meet bank's qualifica¬ 

tions. Repayment terms vary from 15 months to 84 months based upon loan amount. APR varies from 9.81% to 19.96% based upon loan amount, repayment term, and 
creditworthiness of borrower as determined by bank. Interest rates effective July 1, 2007. Rates subject to change. Call 866-341-5400 for current rates. Unsecured deferred 

V, first payment loans available only through participating Central Boiler dealers. Limited time offer. ©2007 Central Boiler ad4447 y 

ARE YOU OR SOMEONE YOU 
KNOW STRUGGLING TO PAY 
FOR PRESCRIPTIONS? 

cun 
✓ DO YOU SPEND MORE THAN $50 A MONTH ON PRESCRIPTIONS? 
✓ IS YOUR HOUSEHOLD INCOME LESS THAN: 

1 PERSON = $25,000 2 PEOPLE = $34,000 
3 PEOPLE = $43,000 4 PEOPLE = $52,000 

IF SO...CALL TOLL-FREE TODAY ■ 

877-445-6009 
Preferred Prescription 

Assistance 
a division of Preferred Hospital Group, LLC 

BECAUSE NO ONE SHOULD HAVE TO CHOOSE 
BETWEEN GROCERIES AND PRESCRIPTIONS! 



Earl Struck - A Co-op Leader Passes 
Earl Struck, the widely-respected Il¬ 

linois cooperative leader and former 
President of the Association of Illinois 
Electric Cooperatives (AIEC), passed 
away on Aug. 7 at the age of 63. He is 
survived by his beloved wife, Sherry; 
three children; and five grandchildren. 

October is Cooperative Month 
and there is no one that believed in 
the cooperative principles more than 
Earl Struck. He understood that coop¬ 
eration was a powerful force for prog¬ 
ress. 

It is perhaps ironic that Struck 
passed away at a time when SB 1592 
(the recently-passed electric deregula¬ 
tion-related rate relief legislation) was 
under consideration. Struck served as 
AIEC President/CEO when the initial 
Illinois electric utility deregulation law 
was passed and signed in 1997. 

Struck was a master at build¬ 
ing alliances and consensus. In the 
mid-1990s co-ops joined with the 
state’s other group of not-for-profit, 
consumer-owned utilities, the mu¬ 
nicipal systems, to advocate a single 
co-op/municipal position on electric 
deregulation. The position was that 
all decisions related to entry into a 
deregulated marketplace be left to the 
governing bodies of each individual co¬ 
op and municipal system. For co-ops, 
that meant that future deregulation-re¬ 
lated decisions would be made locally, 
by the member-elected and member- 
controlled co-op board of directors. 

Struck was gratified that state 
legislators agreed with that approach 
and enacted it into law. As a result, 
consumer-owned co-ops and municipal 
systems were allowed to remain “con¬ 
sumer regulated,” and their consumers 
were spared the rate shock of deregula¬ 
tion this past year. 

Struck was a farm boy from Mur- 
physboro and he never strayed far from 
his roots. His father, William Struck, 
had no tolerance for dishonesty or lazi¬ 
ness. Neither did Earl. 

After several years of working for 
the Illinois Farm Bureau, he started 
work at the AIEC in 1979 as Public 

“This electric cooperative 
program is a unique and 

special thing that has 
done great things and can 

do so much more. 
Take good care of it, ” 

said Earl Struck. 

Affairs Representative at the age of 35. 
In 1983 he became the Director of the 
Legal and Public Affairs Department. 
In 1994 he became the third Chief Ex¬ 
ecutive Officer of the AIEC, replacing 
Thomas H. Moore, who retired after 
32 years of service to the Illinois elec¬ 
tric cooperatives. 

Phil Carson, a member of the 
board of directors of the AIEC and 
Tri-County Electric Cooperative, and 
also the AIEC board’s representative 
to the National Rural Electric Coop¬ 
erative Association (NRECA), admired 
Struck’s political insight. “Earl had the 
ability to spot common ground and 
form coalitions that strengthened our 
cause.” 

Former State Senator Duane No¬ 
land, who stepped into Struck’s shoes 
at the AIEC, said, “Earl was a true 
gentleman. At the capitol, your word 
is your bond and if Earl told you it was 
so, you could take it to the bank.” 

At Struck’s funeral, former Illinois 
Governor Jim Edgar spoke of their 
friendship as neighbors. “I don’t know 
anyone that did not like Earl. Thirty 

years ago when we were neighbors in 
the same subdivision, my wife, Brenda, 
and Earl’s wife, Sherry, were such close 
friends. They were always like family, 
not just neighbors. Earl’s word was 
always good, very good. He was incred¬ 
ibly ethical.” 

Don Wood, AIEC Vice Presi¬ 
dent of Government Relations, said, 
“Earl was such a great person to work 
with, and for. He was an outstanding 
lobbyist and administrator, and was 
unfailingly honorable and gracious. 
As dedicated as Earl was to the co-ops, 
first and foremost he was a family 
man—he adored his wife Sherry, loved 
his kids and doted on his grandkids. 
Earl was truly ‘one in a million’ and he 
will be greatly missed.” 

Mick Cummins, former Presi¬ 
dent/CEO of SouthEastern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative, said, “Earl always 
cared about people. He practiced the 
co-op motto of people helping people. 
Earl always respected others. He was 
always truthful, gave credit to others 
and accepted the blame if things went 
wrong.” 

John Lowrey, Editor of Illinois 
Country Living magazine and Manag¬ 
er of Information for the AIEC, said, 
“Earl lived by the Touchstone Energy® 
co-op values of integrity, accountability 
and commitment to community. In¬ 
novation, the other value, well, he had 
a little trouble with that. For example, 
he never quite got used to e-mail. But 
integrity - now that was Earl.” 

Struck loved rural people and 
he loved working for electric co-ops. 
You could say he lived his life by the 
cooperative philosophy. It fit his per¬ 
sonality and his job. He truly believed 
that co-ops could continue to make a 
difference in the quality of life in rural 
Illinois. 

During the AIEC’s 64th annual 
meeting, Struck gave his final address 
to co-op managers and directors, say¬ 
ing, “This electric cooperative program 
is a unique and special thing that has 
done great things and can do so much 
more. Take good care of it.” 
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FINEST COOKING 
Came To Dur Table 

Who: Astoria Christian Church 
Cost: $10, plus $5 shipping 

Details: Soft-backed, spiral-bound 
Pages of recipes: 177 

Send checks to: Astoria Christian Church, 
P.O.Box 677, Astoria, II61501 

or call 309-329-2150. 

Brown sausage and do not drain. Add 

rice, chicken noodle soup mix and water. 
Cook 7 minutes and then let stand. Mix 
together onion, green pepper and celery. 

Add to the sausage-rice mixture. Add 1/2 
C. almonds and mushrooms. Pour into a 

3-quart casserole dish. Sprinkle additional 

1/4 C. almonds over top. Bake at 350° for 
1 hour. 

Sausage and Rice 
Casserole (right) 

1 lb. bulk pork sausage, browned 
2/3 C. white rice 
2 pkg. Lipton chicken noodle soup 
4-1/2 C. water 
1 Ig. onion, diced 
1 green pepper, chopped 
4-5 stalks celery, chopped 
1/2 C. sliced almonds 
1 sm. can mushroom pieces 

1/4 C. sliced almonds 

Easy Ham Breakfast 
Pork Chop Skillet (below) 

3 C. French bread cubes, cut into 
1/2-inch pieces 

3 C. ham cubes, cut into 1/2-inch 
pieces 

1 (8-oz.) pkg. processed cheese spread, 
diced 

3 T. flour 
1 T. dry mustard 
1/2 tsp. salt 
4 eggs 
3 C. milk 
Dash of hot pepper sauce 

4 lean pork chops, 1/2-inch thick 
Salt and pepper, to taste 
2 T. oil 
1 onion, sliced 
2 (8-oz.) cans tomato sauce 

1 tsp. sage 
1 can whole green beans, drained 
1 (12-oz.) can whole kernel com, 

drained 

Season pork chops with salt and pepper. Brown chops in oil in a large skillet. Remove 
chops from skillet and reserve. To skillet, add onion and cook until tender. Stir in toma¬ 
to sauce and sage. Return chops to skillet, cover and simmer 45 minutes. Add vegetables 

and simmer about 10 minutes, until heated. 

Photos by Catrina McCulley Wagner 

Arrange bread, ham and cheese in layers 
in a 3-quart shallow baking dish. Mix 
flour with mustard and salt. Sprinkle over 

layers. Combine eggs, milk and pepper 
sauce. Pour over entire dish. Cover and 
refrigerate overnight. Bake, uncovered at 
350° for 50 minutes. 

Pork Barbeque Spice 

1/3 C. salt 
3 T. garlic salt or powder 
3 T. onion salt or powder 
2 T. chili powder 
4 T. paprika 

Mix all spices together and store in an 

airtight jar. 

Visit www.icl.CDop to see 

an archive of past 

lllinnis Country Living recipes. 
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Looking for a heavenly combination of flavor and health during 
National Pork Month in October? With 16% less fat and 27% 
less saturated fat than 15 years ago, pork is the perfect choice 

for your next meal. 

Illinois Pork. Generations of Commitment. 
The Other 

White Meat 

Don’t be blah. 



Emerald Ash Borer Infestation 
Spreading to Illinois The Illinois Department of Agri¬ 

culture has expanded its emerald 
ash borer quarantine to include 

all or portions of the 18 northeastern- 
most counties of Illinois. 

Additionally, adjustments were 
made to the quarantine to further re¬ 
strict movement of potentially-infest¬ 
ed wood products during the emerald 
ash borer flight season. 

“These latest emerald ash borer 
findings necessitate a considerable 
adjustment of the emerald ash borer 
quarantine boundaries as well as 
some additional requirements 
for movement of wood products 
within the quarantined area,” 
says Agriculture Director Chuck 
Hartke. “We must do all we can 
to limit the artificial spread of 
this devastating pest.” 

The other adjustment to the 
quarantine helps prevent the 
artificial spread of the pest dur¬ 
ing the transport of yard waste 
and landscape debris within the 
quarantined area. 

“When potentially-infested 
wood products are being hauled 
to and from waste management 
facilities during the emerald ash 
borer flight season, there is a 
potential for contamination of 
healthy areas within the quarantine 
zone,” says Warren Goetsch, Bureau 
Chief of Environmental Programs. 
“The adjustment requires waste haul¬ 
ers to cover the products from an 
infested area during transport through 
emerald ash borer flight season, which 
is from June through August, to curb 
this threat.” 

Additionally, the quarantine pro¬ 
hibits the removal of the following 
items from regulated areas: 
• The emerald ash borer in any liv¬ 
ing stage of development. 
• Ash trees of any size. 
• Ash limbs and branches. 
• Any cut, non-coniferous firewood. 

• Bark from ash trees and wood chips 
larger than one-inch from ash trees. 
• Ash logs and lumber with either 
the bark or the outer one-inch of sap- 
wood, or both, attached. 
• Any item made from or contain¬ 
ing the wood of the ash tree that is 
capable of spreading the emerald 
ash borer. 
• Any other article, product or 
means of conveyance determined by 
the Illinois Department of Agricul¬ 
ture to present a risk of spreading the 
beetle infestation. 

Anyone convicted of moving pro¬ 
hibited items from the quarantine area 
without prior certification by an Il¬ 
linois Department of Agriculture nurs¬ 
ery inspector may be fined up to $500. 

How the emerald ash borer arrived 
in Illinois is unknown, but the depart¬ 
ment suspects it may have been trans¬ 
ported here in contaminated firewood. 
To avoid the accidental introduction of 
the beetle to new areas, the department 
encourages Illinoisans to purchase only 
locally-grown nursery stock and locally- 
cut firewood. Anyone who suspects 
a tree has been infested is urged to 
contact their county extension office or 
their village forester for a consultation. 

Electric cooperatives in Michigan 
are being hit especially hard by the 
emerald ash borer, which is decimating 
ash trees across the state, especially in 
southeastern Michigan. The infested 
area is growing into Indiana, Ohio, 
Pennsylvania and Illinois. 

An infestation of the emerald ash 
borer can quickly turn healthy ash 
trees near the right of way of power 
lines into dead and dying “danger” 
trees that must be removed before 
causing an outage. To avoid spreading 
the infestation, the wood, debris and 

stumps must be handled carefully. 
Cal Williams, Manager of Veg¬ 

etation for Corn Belt Energy in 
Bloomington, says, “A number 
of the quarantined counties are 
located in our northern service 
territory.” 

Williams says Com Belt Energy 
has chosen to be proactive and 
not move any ash wood or debris 
from the site of origin and grind 
all ash tree stumps to 8-inches 
below the soil surface. He says, 
“This procedure is being applied 
not just in the quarantine area 
but in all of our service territory.” 

Illinois has a chance to protect 
its population of ash trees by 
monitoring the situation, educat¬ 

ing the public and enforcing the quar¬ 
antine. 

Still, Williams is worried about the 
impact. He says, “Thirty percent of 
the Illinois tree population is ash. The 
emerald ash borer will have a dramatic 
impact on our state’s tree population. 
At Corn Belt Energy I will be recom¬ 
mending a budget increase for tree 
removal to better prepare for this dev¬ 
astating insect and the number of dead 
ash tree removals that will come from 
the spread of the emerald ash borer.” 

For more information go to: www.il- 
linoisEAB.com, www.emeraldashborer. 
info or www.mortonarb.org. 

This image shows the D'shaped holes left by the emerg¬ 

ing adult emerald ash borer. If you believe you have 

spotted a borer or an infestation, call either a city for¬ 

ester, a certified arborist, county cooperative extension 

office nearest you, or The Morton Arboretum Plant 

Clinic at 630-719-2424- 



MARKETPLACE 

For sale: Cherry Lumber. 600 board 
feet, 1" thick $490. 618-842-9588. 

Sarasota Florida Condo for Rent. 
2 b/r, w/d, pool. Near Siesta Key 
beaches. Newly decorated. 3 month 
minimum. 217-868-2237. 

International Company, looking for 
motivated individuals to be part of 
the next trillion $ industry. Product 
and business guarantee. 888-251- 
1538. 

Miniature Mediterranean donkeys. 
Pet, show and breeding quality. Gray 
duns, chocolates, spotteds and blacks. 
Visitors welcome. Canton, IL. 309- 
647-7162. www.copperascreek.com. 

First Street Restaurant Equipment 
used sheers, tenderizers, grinders, 
meatsaws, ss sinks, tables. New and 
used cooking equipment, pottery 
wheels and kilns. 2615 So. First, 
Springfield, 217-522-3934, 217-971- 
8592. 

Vacation Cabins-Ohio River, Shawnee 
National Forest, Elizabethtown, IL. 
Cedar Hill River Cabins, Ohio River 
National Scenic Byway, www.cedar 
hillriverresort.com. 888-304-6319 

Authorized rainbow distributor. 
Repairs, supplies and service. Living 
air purifiers. L&L Distributing, 116 S. 
VanBuren St., Newton, IL 62448. 
618-783-3755. 

Filter queen/defender sales, service 
and supplies. For free information, 
call 800-753-5401, 618-948-2874 or 
write She-N-I, Inc. RR1, Allendale, 
IL 62410. 

Bay City General Store and Riverfront 
Lodging on the Ohio River. New 
rooms, AC, Dish. Plus antiques 
and MORE, www.baycitystoreand 
lodgingohioriver.com. 

Illinois Consulting Foresters, Inc. 
Timber Sales-Forest Management. 
We work for the landowner. 
www.illinoisconsultingforesters.org. 
Ph.618-526-4251. 

Insulation. 4x8 sheets, foil-backed 
foam. Also rolls of foil-bubble pak- 
insulation. All factory seconds. 
Contact Ken Nichols, 800-424-1256. 

Gulf shores beach condo for rent on 
the beach 2nd floor, 2br/2ba/wd/pool/ 
elev. 636-477-1099. www.ourgulf 
beachcondo.com. 

41 white pine trees, delivered, planted, 
mulched. $59.50 per tree. Buy 10 
get 1 free. Call for other sizes and 
varieties. Price may vary depending 
on geographical location. Call 
217-886-2316 or www.atwoodtrees. 
com. 

Table Rock Lake ..great time to 
buy Branson Tri-Lakes Area! Free 
magazines: Janet at Aux Arcs Real 
Estate, 1-866-845-0773 orwww.your 
ozarkshome.com! 

Wanted to buy: 1953-1972 Corvette 
cars and/or Corvette parts. Call 
847-542-7686. 

Lake builders and rebuilders. Fix 
leaks, remove silt, reshape banks and 
install river rock. 30 years experience. 
309-826-8444 or 217-388-2474. 

Fiberglass corrugated, 26-inch wide. 
8-10-12 foot long. 8 ft.-$4. 12 ft.-$6. 
Large supply, all colors. Dongola, IL. 
618-827-4737. 

Wanted: Sassafras leaves, ginseng, 
goldenseal, Indian turnip, blackroot, 
bloodroot, wild cherry bark, other 
roots, bark, herbs. Price list 618-282- 
3267. 

Wanted to buy: Standing timber. All 
species. Pay top price. Clear or select 
cut. Call 815-434-4141. 

Wanted to buy: Standing timber, most 
species. Pay top prices. Call 217-285- 
2760. 

Wanted: Indian artifacts of all kinds. 
Free appraisals. 309-543-3847 
evenings or leave message. 

Midwest Bird and Animal Swap & 
Sale. Oct. 28 and Nov. 25 at Monroe 
County Fairgrounds, Waterloo, IL 
from 5:30 to Noon. 618-939-6809. 

Auction Service: Multi Parcel Land 
Auctions, Farmland, Recreational 
Partition Suits, ZERO Seller 
Commission. Parrott Real Estate 
& Auction Co. Lawrenceville, IL. 
618-943-4905. 

Timber Wanted: Top market prices 
paid for standing hardwood and 
softwood timber and cut logs. Illini 
Hardwood Lumber, 309-246-8111. 

Kids’ Personalized Books. Perfect 
gift for every child! Includes your 
child’s/friends’ name. Visit Web site 
www.nanaspersonalizedbooksforkids. 
com. Call 217-487-7790 for free 
catalog. 

*Hob2/l2 
24x30x8 

30x40x8 

40x60x10 

50x60x12 
60x80x12 

75x80x14 

KENTUCKY [FREE CATALOGUE 
STEEL TRUSS ^ 

BUILDINGS 1-859-745-0606 
kstbuild.com In A 50 States. America's Best Since 19S6 

Isn t it Time 
for your Fun Place 

54,508 

$6,508 

$10,508 
$14,508 

$20,508 

50 Year All Steel • 35 Year Deluxe Color Roof & Trims • 2/12 & 4/12 Models 
Farm • Church • Sports • Horse • Car • Plane • Home 

Farm • Industrial • Commercial 
25 Year Warranty on Roof & Walls; 

Prices F.O.B. Mfg. Plants; 
Seal Stamped Blue Prints; 
Easy Bolt Together Design. 

PRICES INCLUDE COLOR SIDES 
30’x 50’x 10’ $7,999 
40’x 60’x 12’ $10,600 
60’x 100’x 16’ $24,985 
80’x 100’x 16’ $32,250 
100 x 150 x 16 $55,485 (L0ca| codes may affect prices) 

& GALVALUME ROOF 

Arena Special 
(roof & frame) 

100’x 100’ x 14’...$32,490 

VISIT 

OUR 

WEBSITE 

STEEL BUILDING SYSTEMS 

VISIT 

OUR 

WEBSITE 

Fax: 940-484-6746 email: info@rhinobldg.com 
Website: http://www.RHINOBLDG.COM 

Toll Free 1 -888-320-7466 

CnC 
Pole 
Barns 

FACTORY BUILT TRUSSES 
ECONOMY 

30 x 50 x 10 Galvalume 
Call for Price 
2x6 Wall Ribs 

20 Colors to Choose From 

866-956-122 
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Buy ornamental grasses whole- 
sale direct from local grower. 28 
varieties. Mature plants: 2 and 5 gal¬ 
lon containers. Kansny Productions, 
Greenfield, 217-368-2090. 

For Sale: Large 2-home duplex, ideal 
for extended family on 6 l/3rd rural 
acres 5 miles southwest of Clinton. 
4-vehicle stalls, plus 2 for horses. 
Scenic trees, gardens. Fireplace, 12' 
patio doors, breezeway, sunroom. Must 
see to appreciated. Utterback Real 
Estate 217-935-8182. 

For Sale: In gated Florida retirement 
community, 2003 manufactured 
home, 3 bed, 2 bath, enclosed porch, 
2-car garage, golfing, boating, fishing, 
much more. 248-802-1003. 

Men or Women. Become a Flome 
Inspector. Full or Part-time. Illinois 
licensed home study program. Co-op 
member discount. 800-977-4274. 

1 to 4 row planters. Perfect for food 
plots and gardens. Ideal for small 
tractors. Co-op member discount. 
800-652-6112. 

Room rates of Cave In Rock, 111. 
Motel. $31/day + taxes. 3 days & 
more $28/day + taxes. 618-289-3296. 

ADVANTAGE 
STEEL BUILDINGS, INC. 

For The Best Building Package 
At The Absolute Lowest Prices 

Call Today (877) 657-8335 
Or Go Online At 

www. advantagesteelbuildings. com 

30x50x10 $ 6,290.00 

40x60x12 $ 8,975.00 

50x75x14 $13,547.00 

80x120x16 $32,133.00 

We Also Have Mini-Storage Packages 
All Sizes Including Climate Control 

FUTURE STEEL BUILDINGS 
Do-It-Yourself Steel Buildings 

| -y 

Ideal For: 
• Recreational Use 
• Boat Storage 

Equipment Storage 
Garage/Shop 
PWC/Snowmobile 

• 30-year perforation warranty 
• Full technical support from start to finish 
• Fully customized to meet your needs 
• Factory-direct savings 

Our building consultants are ready to take your call 

Ml 1-800-668-51111 

For sale: 40 acres 7 tillable, rest 
woods with creek, white tail, tur¬ 
key. Clark Co., IL $3,000 per acre. 
217-279-3823. 

Secluded 5 room cabin. Southern 
Illinois near Murphysboro. Borders 
Shawnee Forest. Less than one mile 
from Kincaid Lake. Stunning view. 
Wanda Miller—Coldwell Banker 
Miller Realty: 618-529-3737. 

Elizabeth guest house. Rooms for 
rent. Visit the Apple River Lort. 
In the heart of Jo Daviess County. 
www.elizabethguesthouse.com. 
www.appleriverfort.org. 800-318- 
9993. Single nights welcome. 

For sale: Lodging business in 
Southern 111. 37 beds in 3 units. 
Housed hunters and fishermen for 21 
years. 270-210-4233. 

Attaching implements to a three-point 
hitch has never been fast, safe or easy. 
Until now! Co-op member discount. 
800-652-6112 

Two John Deere 494 corn planters, 
One 4 row front mount cultivator fits 
John Deere G, one John Deere 2 row 
front mount cultivator fits model A 
John Deere. 618-948-2874. 

Wanted to buy: Old model airplane 
engines, balsa model airplane kits, old 
gas powered model tether race cars. 
Toll free 866-825-9173. 

Louisville, Illinois man selling 2 
bedroom, 2 bath home, Sebring, 
Florida, furnished, 55+ park, club¬ 
house pool. Pictures etc. treasure2 
treasure2005@yahoo.com, 618-869- 
2338. 

How to place an ad: 

1) Type or print ad neatly. 

2) Count words. Cost is $30 for up to the first 20 words. $1.50 each additional 
word. Ads with insufficient funds will not be printed. 

3) Prepayment is required. Include check or money order with ad for amount due. 
Also include address label from Illinois Country Living or other proof of Illinois 
electric cooperative membership. Only members of Illinois electric cooperatives 
may place Marketplace ads. 

4) Mail to: Illinois Marketplace, P.O. Box 3787, Springfield, IL 62708, by 
deadline. 

Deadlines: December issue - October 19; 
January issue - November 20. 

We reserve the right to reject any advertisement. Ads postmarked after the deadline will be placed 
in the next available issue. 

Advertising in 
o o 

Produtes Results 
Why advertise with Illinois Country Living? 
• Advertisers slay for extended periods of time because • Largest downstate monthly publication. 

readers bring them results. • For more than 60 years, providing information on rural 
• 60 percent of our readers use ads as reference when issues. 

making purchases. • 156,000 Circulation 
• 36 percent save an ad for future reference. 

Contact Lisa Rigoni at 

lrigoni@aiec.coop or 
217-241-7953 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 



Finest fabrics including permanent 
press and wash & wear. Superior 

quality. Free color catalog and 
^ fabric swatches on request. 

GUARANTEED SATISFACTION 

Call Toll Free: 1-800-826-8612 

EGENCY 
www.rcgown.com 

P.O. Box 8988-ICL Jacksonville, FL 32211 

MID-AMERICA 
Pole Barn Co. 
30 x 50 x 10 Galvalume 

$7,200.00 
Price includes material, delivery, 

construction, factory trusses, screws 
Open M - F 8 to 5 

1-866-456-0959 
Price is subject to change without notice 

wtM TMM mmusM wmm wnrtt 

• 3 models cut 20", 12" and 5" trees in one bite 

• Hitches to fit most tractors and skid steer loaders 

• Built to last with a 24 month warranty 

• Swivel hitch, sprayer and grapple options 

For a free color brochure call or visit our website 

(417) 4584350 • www.trecterminator.com 
Grace Manufacturing • Plato, MO 

Mobile Home 
Owners: ROOF KING 

Mobile Home Super Insulated 
Roof Over Systems 

40 Year Warranty ^“£4 
Factory Direct From Roof King 

1 -800-748-0645 
www.roofking.net 

^Building Solutions” 
.. .with integrity! 
A Professional service, quality products 

Supplying a variety * Pain,etl me,al 0nd mnysizes mAble 

of quality buildings A Engineered buildings and kits available 
designed to meet A Fully insured for your protection 

Your needs. Call today for ft Major credit cards are accepted 
a FREE brochure 

and estimate! 

MIIONAL. 
BARN OHP.Mdf* 

1-800-582-BARN (2276) 
rfcationalbarn.com 

Log On! For Pricing, Photos, Brochure, FAQ.., 

LOWEST COST 
Term Life Insurance 

Issue ages through 90 

AGE $100,000 
45 12.78 
55 16.19 
65 31.06 

$250,000 
22.75 
31.28 
68.47 

Rates figured on monthly cost for female non-tobacco users 

RAMLET & ASSOC, INC. 

(800) 933-6354 
TALIC FORM NO. 1-32207-198 

MOBILE HOME ROOF PROBLEMS? 
CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATE 

' 'fha Mobile UotOe Roo-foweir SpeciaJis-i 

from fSoiitn^rnfpulIiSers^ ^ STEEL ROOFING 
♦ 2" - 3" INSULATION 

!♦ ONE FOOT OVERHANG 
NO MORE ROOF RUMBLE 

L LOWER UTILITY BILLS 

POND & LAKE LINERS 
Custom Sizes • Reinforced Material 

$.39/SQ. FT. or Less 
• STRENGTH • 

• COMMITMENT • 
• GUARANTEED CONTAINMENT • 

BEND TARP & LINER, INC. 
1-800-280-0712 

www.bendtarp.com 

Hardy Manufacturing 
Company, Inc. 

12345 Road 505 
PHILADELPHIA, MS 39350 

(1-800-542-7395) 
* i, .I  

www.todyheai9f.com 

Bai9s@harciyheater.com 

All stainless steel construction 

Heats home and household 

hot water 

10-year warranty 

Connects to your existing 

central duct 

or hydronic system 

Standard with bronze 

circulator pump and automatic 

draft combustion 
blower, and grates 

Units from 100,000 to 250,000 

BTU’s output 

Financing Available (naw) 
Dealer Inquiries Welcome 

“The Original” 
OUTSIDE 

WOODBURNING 
FURNACE 
-Since IW 

Alaska Cruise 
Plus a land tour oE the Pacific Northwest 

Join Other Co-Op Members May 22, June 19, 
’ July 17, August 14, or September 11,2008 

YMT’s Alaska travel vacations offer a six-day deluxe 
motor coach tour of Yellowstone and Grand Teton 
National Parks, as well as highlights of Canada and 
the Pacific Northwest. From Vancouver, B.C., you’ll 
board a 5-Star Flolland American Line Cruise ship for 
an amazing seven day tour of Alaska’s Inside Passage. 
Prices for this fabulous 15-Day vacation start at only 
$1848 (per person, double occupancy) including all 
taxes and port charges. Airfare is extra and starts at 
$600. Space is limited. $100 deposits are due now to 
reserve your tour. Add $150 for June and August and 
$300 for July departure dates. 

For information, reservations and brochure call... 

Call Your Man Tours today... 1-800-888-8204 



At your Touchstone Energy® cooperative, there’s a reason we hire people with a passion for service. 

And we constantly train and provide them with all of the latest resources - whatever they need to get the 

job done right. Our mission is to provide much more than reliable electricity - it’s to provide peace of 

mind to all our members. 

Illinois Touchstone Energy® Cooperatives 
The power of human connections 

www.aiec.coop 

Looking out for you. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 



nap BBsagspSKS nsi _■ ~ 

MTIT 

1 -31 » Rogers Pumpkin Farm 
in Lomax. Enjoy hayrides and a corn 
maze. And don’t forget to pick a pump¬ 
kin to take home with you. 217-449-3486. 

1 -3 1 f Terror on the Square in 
Petersburg. A haunted house with ho- 
logram-like illusions. Ranked third best 
haunted event in the state in 2006 out 
of 218 events. Open weekends and 
Halloween, terrorontheweb.com. 

1 -3 1 9 Pumpkin Barn in East 
Dubuque. Traditional Fall family fun 
including pumpkins, apples, a bounce- 
house, a slide, a corn maze, a spook- 
house, hayrides, friendly farm animals, 
Snoopy, fall decorations and food. Ad¬ 
mission is free, but purchase a bracelet 
for $10 for all attractions or individual 
tickets for each attraction. 815-747-832 
or www.mayfamilypumpkinbarn.com. 

4-7t Barry Apple Festival on 
the square in Barry. Enjoy entertainment 
on the stage, a grand parade, a carnival, 
concessions , contests (including an 
apple pie-baking contest), a car show, 
a flea market, a raffle for a handmade 
apple-theme quilt and much more. 
217-335-2108. 

6t Women in the Outdoors 
Event in Makanda; 8:00 - 4:30 p.m. 
Participate in four classes throughout 
the day choosing from archery, handgun, 
shotgunning and more. Open to females 
ages 14 and older. 618-995-1910 or 
e-mail: tmckee61@yahoo.com. 

69 Quilt Celebration at the Chris¬ 
tian Church of Olney. 9 a.m. — 4 p.m. 
618-395-5021. 

6-7, Meadowlands Scarecrow 
Fest in Newark. Woodcarving and 
weaving demonstration, musicians, 
handmade items, homemade food, a 
farmers’ market, antiques and kids’ ac¬ 
tivities, including a corn maze, wagon 
rides, make a scarecrow and pony rides. 
There’s something for the whole family. 
Saturday 9-4 p.m.; Sunday 10-3 p.m. 
815-712-0102 or www.Meadowlands- 
Farm.com. 

15-79 Galena Country Fair at 
Grant Park in Galena. More than 150 
vendors will be selling original, hand¬ 
made arts, crafts and fine arts. Enjoy a 
farmers’ market, live entertainment, 
children’s games and more. 815-777-0817 
or www.galenacountryfair.org. 

McVeigh’s Pumpkin Patch in Hamilton. Come enjoy a com maze and pick 
out your own pumpkin or squash. Open daily from 8 a.m. - 8 p.m. Com maze open Thursday 
- Saturday 10 a.m. - 7 p.m. Sunday 1-7 p.m. 217-847-3246 or 309-221-4361. 

The 27th Annual Illinois Corn Husking Contest on the Jacobson Farm, south 
of Roseville. 8:30 a.m. Adults: $15, youth: $3. 309-426-2773 or www.comhusking.com. 

7 9 Llama Open House at Llama- 
fun Farms in Bluffs. Take a llama on a 
trek or through an obstacle course with 
4-H members. Hand spun yam and fiber 
products will be available. 217-754-3094, 
217-754-3767 or www.llamafun.net. 

13-14, The 10th Annual 
Barn and Historic Sites Tour in 
Willow Branch and Monticello. 9 a.m. 
- 3 p.m. Maps will be available for sale 
in the lobby of the Piatt County Mu¬ 
seum near downtown Monticello. Enjoy 
farm produce, apple cider, build your 
own scarecrow and more. 217-762-4731. 

1 3, Forestry Field Day at the 
McCully Heritage Project in Kamps- 
ville. 9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. Landowners 
interested in learning about forestry 
issues, such as timber sales, tax issues, 
managing timber for wildlife and more 
can attend this event. Participants will 
take part in small workshops led by for¬ 
estry experts from around the state. Reg¬ 
istration fee is $7.50 and includes lunch. 
www.mccullyheritage.org. 

Visit our Web site, 
www.icl.coop. 
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Celebrate ColorFest at Stinson Memorial Library’ in Anna. 8:30 a.m. 
4:30 p.m. Come for a book sale, a flea market, crafts, jewelry, food and music. 
618'833-2521 or www.stinsonlibrary.org. 

1 3« The 18th Annual Fall Re¬ 
view at the Cambridge United Method¬ 
ist Church in Cambridge. 7 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
Enjoy a country-style breakfast at 7 a.m. 
and lunch from 11 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. Visit 
the Gourmet Food Shop for more than 
1,500 beautifully-decorated jars and cloth 
bags containing more than 7 5 varieties of 
gourmet jams, jellies, pickles, mustards, 
dips, soup mixes, homemade noodles, tea 
towels, dated collector’s ornaments and 
more. Admission is $1. 309-937-2018. 

14, Arts and Craft Show at 
Miller Park Zoo in Bloomington. 9:30 
a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Exhibits will be set up 
throughout the zoo, with a variety of arts 
and crafts for sale. This event will take 
place indoors if weather is inclement. 
309-434-2250 or www.millerparkzoo.org. 

14, The Scenic Drive Country 
Opry at the Orpheum Theatre in 
Galesburg. Featuring nine of the most 
talented country artists in the Mid¬ 
west, plus comedy, instrumentalists and 
award-winning vocalists. $20 per person. 
309-342-2299 or www.theorpheum.org. 

1 9-20, The 15th Anniver¬ 
sary Drive-through Haunted For¬ 
rest at Ridgway Park in Ridgway. 6:30 
- 10:30 p.m. $6 per vehicle or $12 per 
bus or hayride. 618-378-2191. 

24, Community Health Fair at 
Southeastern Illinois College in Harris¬ 
burg. 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. More than 35 local 
and regional health organizations will be 
providing literature and health screenings. 
618-252-5400, ext. 2600 or ext. 3213. 

26-28, The 7th Annual Ga¬ 
lena Halloween Balloon Festival 
in Galena. Friday enjoy a balloon glow, 
Saturday enjoy a balloon launch and 
balloon glow with trick-or-treating from 
basket to basket after the Halloween pa¬ 
rade and Sunday enjoy a balloon launch. 
815-777-3600. 

27, Fall Follies in Oblong. Enjoy 
food, entertainment, crafts, the high 
school marching band competition, 
a Halloween costume contest, a quilt 
show and a Halloween parade at night. 
www.theonlyoblong.com. 

27, Fall Eagle Fest at the Galena 
Convention Center in Galena. Live 
“Birds of Prey” show, environmental 
displays and booths, nature photography 
and art show, young adult art show and 
essay contest and more. 815-594-2306 or 
www. eaglenature .com. 

28, Halloween at Miller Park Zoo 
in Bloomington. 1-3 p.m. Show off 
your Halloween costume and enjoy face 
painting, crafts, up close creepy animal 
encounters, a costume parade and of 
course candy! The costume parade be¬ 
gins at 2:30. This event will take place 
indoors if weather is inclement, and is 
free with paid zoo admission. 309-434- 
2250 or www.millerparkzoo.org. 

T ■'A''' 
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Spooktacular Pumpkin 
Decorating Contest at Westminster 
Village in Bloomington. 6:00 - 8:30 
p.m. View or enter a pumpkin decorat¬ 
ing contest with numerous categories 
including painted, carved, relief-carved, 
creative and floral pumpkins. Addi¬ 
tional categories include Halloween 
decorated gingerbread houses, table 
centerpieces and other media pump¬ 
kins. Prizes will he given by age and 
category and the “Best Overall” winner 
will be awarded a $100 savings bond. 
Also at this event, enjoy spooky tales 
in our haunted room. 309-663-6474 or 
www.westminstervillageinc.com. 

Illinois Country Living publishes event listings as space allows, giving preference to events of regional or statewide interest. Event 
listings are provided by the event sponsors and the Illinois Bureau of Tourism. The magazine assumes no responsibility for the accu¬ 
racy of infonnation submitted for publication and advises calling ahead to confirm dates and times. To be considered for inclusion, e- 
mail cwagner@aiec.coop or send listings and photographs (If sending photographs please include self-addressed stamped envelope) 
to Illinois Datebook, Illinois Country Living, PO Box 3787, Springfield, IL 62708-3787. The December deadline is October 15. 
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Geothermal Heating*Cooling«HotWater 

Advantage Comfort Systems 
Paxton, 11(217)379-6305 

Bedal Heating & Cooling 
Plano, IL (630)552-1609 

Bratcher Heating & Air Conditioning, Inc. 
Bloomington/Normal, IL (309)454-1611 

Brennan Heating & Cooling 
Jacksonville, IL (217)245-7181 

C & K Heating & Cooling 
Lebanon, IL (618)537-9528 

Climate Company, Inc. 
Breese, IL (618)526-2135 

D & R Heating & Air, Inc 
Centralia, IL (618)548-9090 

Davis Electric 
Rushville, IL (217)322-6677 

Ernst Heating & Cooling 
Hamel, IL (618)633-2244 

Fowler Heating & Cooling 
Marion, IL (618)997-5288 

Henson Robinson Company 
Springfield, IL (217)544-8451 

Jesse Heating & Air Conditioning 
Decatur, IL (217)422-1744 

Champaign, IL (217)352-8511 

Johnson Heating & A/C 
Kewanee, IL (309)852-2610 

Kuchefski Heating & A/C, Inc. 
Danville, IL (217)442-1454 

Long Heating & Cooling 

Neuhaus Heating & A/C 
Litchfield, IL (217)324-2818 

R & H Plumbing & Heating, Inc. 
Altamont, IL (618)483-6159 

Rightnowar HVAC 
Keenes, IL (618)732-8268 

South Side Hardware 
Greenfield, IL (217)368-2705 

Steffen Heating & A/C, Inc. 
Effingham, IL (217)342-2062 

Stevens Heating & Air Conditioning 
Quincy, IL (217)222-5220 

Weeke Sales & Service 
Okawville, IL (618)243-5333 

Weidner Refrigeration, Inc. 
Divernon, IL (217)628-3400 

Whitt Qoioc SL Qiarvir'o inf* 

More geothermal information available at WWW.56OCOHlfort.COin 



At Last - Here’s Instant Relief! 

Foot Pain is No Laughing Matter 

If you suffer from foot pain you know 

better than anyone it’s no laughing matter! 

Especially when you have corns, calluses, 

pain in the balls of your feet, burning nerve 

endings, painful ankles, old injuries, 

backaches, or just plain sore, aching feet. 

Now with “FOOT CRADLES” you will look 

back on suffering needlessly, and laugh at 

having put up with foot pain when you really 

didn’t have to. 

Doctor’s Scientific 
Discovery Ends 
Foot Pain. 

A Swiss doctor who specialized in foot 

therapy knew that painful feet needed to 

be properly supported and cushioned in 

any pair of shoes. No one knew better 

than he as he watched his patients try one 

remedy after another. Anything 

his patients tried never provided 

long-lasting relief from pain. 

Finally, he set out to solve the 

problem himself. After testing 

dozens of special shoes and 

insole supports, he invented 

the amazingly successful 

“FOOT CRADLES.” 

The “FOOT CRADLE” Insert 
A triumph of Swiss inventive genius! 

“FOOT CRADLES” weigh less than one 

ounce, yet its unique, contoured design 

enables it to help support your full body 

weight while unshackling your feet from 

their misery. © LUXjs international,Inc. • DeKalb, It 

Works in any shoes - sandals, high heels, 

sport shoes, sneakers, work shoes, even boots. 

You won't even realize you’re wearing them. 

See for yourself: Test “FOOT CRADLES” in 

your shoes entirely at our risk. Mail this 

coupon today for a whole new world of 

blessed foot relief. 

How It’s Guaranteed 
To Work For You. 

Like all great inventions it was 

quite simple once he figured it out! 

The secret of the “FOOT CRADLE” 

is in the unique, contoured 

design. Just as your 

body weight shifts 

naturally with 

each step, so does 

the CRADLE. 

It’s designed to apply the 

natural laws of foot motion 

to pain-racked feet. 

“FOOT CRADLES” 

handmade from 

genuine European 

leather, easily slips 

into any pair of 

shoes you own. 

Once you start walking or running, you 

will feel the difference immediately. Suddenly, 

you no longer wince when you walk. The 

pain from your corns and calluses will 

disappear. WE GUARANTEE IT. Try 

“FOOT CRADLES” for 30 days at our risk. If 

you are not completely free of foot pain, return 

them for a refund of your full purchase price. 

What People Say in 
Unsolicited Testimonials: 
“J use ‘FOOT CRADLES' in all my shoes. 

They’re that good and comfort¬ 

able. I get instant relief just 

like you promised.” 

J.M. St. Louis, MO 

“I took you up on your 

Guaranteed RISK-FREE 

Offer, & FOOT CRADLES’ 

have been relieving my foot 

pain ever since.” 
E.C. Memphis, TN 

“My feet are improving, my 

bunions are getting smaller. lam 

walking on air. I cannot sing your 

praises enough.” O.D.W. Richmond, VA 

Visit our website at www.luxis.com 

30-DAY RISK FREE OFFER 
j Luxis International, Inc., Dept. 19-190 !105 W Lincoln Hwy, DeKalb, IL 60115-8007 

YES! Send me "FOOT CRADLES" on the 
RISK FREE 30-DAY GUARANTEE. 

I IMPORTANT: Please indicate shoe size(s): 

Women's size(s)  Men's size(s). 
I □ 1 pair for $16.95 plus $3.00 Postage & Handling. 
I □ SAVE $10.00 - 2 pair for only $29.90 plus 

| FREE Postage & Handling. 

1$ enclosed. Charge my: DVISA DMasterCard 
I 
I 
I 

Card#. 

Exp. Date. 

| Dr./Mr./Mrs./Ms. 

I Address  

City/State/Zip. 


