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High Heating Costs Getting You Down? 
Let ClimateMaster Geothermal Heating and 

Cooling Systems Cure Your Pain 

Check out 
these advantages 

nr Uses nature’s renewable energy 

Hr Save up to 70% on heating costs 

OK Comfortable and quiet 

Clean and safe - no carbon monoxide 

Wf Free hot water 

\5t Tax credits in 2006 

Contact your local dealer for more information 
Anna 
Hartline Heating 

& Cooling 
618-833-6802 

Auburn 
Lonnie L. Winn Heating 

& Cooling 
217-438-1235 

Belleville 
Sigman Heating 

& Air Conditioning, Inc. 
618-234-4343 

Benson 
CIA 
309-394-2444 

Bloomington 
CIA 
309-662-2222 

SBC Heating 
& Air Conditioning Inc. 

309-661-4328 

Carbondale 
Jacobs Mechanical 

Services Inc. 
618-529-2989 

Champaign 
Lanz Heating & Cooling 
217-202-6858 

Cissna Park 
L & R Heating 

& Cooling Inc. 
815-867-6902 

Decatur 
Tica Inc. Htg. & Clg. 
217-429-5741 

Effingham 
Merz Heating & A/C 
217-342-2323 

Fairbury 
Popeioy Pig. & Htg. Inc. 
815-692-4471 

Galva 
Anderson Plumbing 

& Heating 
309-932-2875 

Marvel 
Lebeck Refrigeration 
217-229-4295 

Hume 
Snyder Plumbing, 

Heating, Air 
Conditioning 
& Electrical 

217-887-9068 

Ipava 
Woods Accu-Air Inc. 
309-833-1987 

CLIMATEMASTER 
Quality Geothermal Heating, Cooling and Hot Water www.climatemaster.com 

Marion Taylorville 
Ponder Service, Inc. Yard Htg. & Clg. 
618-997-8900 217-824-4737 

Morton 
H & H Mechanical 
309-284-0099 

Newark 
Newark Mechanical Inc. 
815-695-1467 

Normal 
Frost Cooling 
309-862-2571 

Pekin 
Central - Heating & A/C 
309-696-9080 

Urbana 
Quality Plumbing, 

Heating & Air 
Conditioning 

217-328-5081 

Vandalia 
Hunter Appliance 

Heating & Cooling 
618-283-3224 

Waterloo 
Sigman Heating 

& Air Conditioning, Inc. 
618-234-4343 
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TEAMING UP TO CREATE JOBS 
Read this month about how Timewell 
Tile, Adams Electric Cooperative and 
Soyland Power teamed up to improve 
land for farmers and create jobs in 
west central Illinois. 
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Touchstone Energy, a national alliance of 625 electric cooperatives. Touchstone Energy cooperative employees 
adhere to four core values — integrity accountability, innovation, and commitment to community. 



Education Funding Outdated 
Rural schools are fighting for financial survival 

'The formula that provides 
funding to nurture our greatest 

assets is complicated and, 
quite frankly, outdated." 

There is nothing more important than providing 
our children with a high quality education. 

We are responsible for nurturing the potential 
that dwells within every child. It is an awesome 
responsibility and a great challenge. The challenge 
is even greater in rural areas where enrollments and 
property values are both declining. 

I believe our greatest asset is our children. The 
formula that provides funding to nurture them 
is complicated and, quite frankly, outdated. It is 
based largely upon property wealth. If a child is 
fortunate enough to be born in a region of Illinois 
that has high property wealth, more is spent to 
educate that child than in less wealthy, often rural, 
areas of the state. The school funding formula does 
provide some additional dollars to those districts 
that do not enjoy great property wealth. Each year, 
a recommended per pupil foundation level amount 
is established by the Education Funding Advisory 
Board (EFAB). This board sets a recommended 
minimum level of per pupil funding. In areas of 
the state that do not have much in the way of 
local property wealth, the State of Illinois provides 
general state aid in an effort to reach a minimum 
level of funding. 

The biggest problem facing rural areas of 
the state is that the General Assembly has never 
funded the recommended level established by 
EFAB. The actual amount at which the foundation 

level is funded depends on 
the amount appropriated 
by the General Assembly 
on an annual basis 
and not the EFAB 
recommendation. 

The question 
becomes: how do rural 
districts make up the 
difference in this under¬ 
funding? The answers 

are all very difficult. Sometimes districts must ask 
for a higher tax rate on their smaller, and often 
declining, Equalized Assessed Value. That means 
local property taxes go even higher if a referendum 
passes. Understandably, taxpayers often reject these 
requests. At that point, schools are faced with 
cutting programs to students. 

Another major problem faced by schools 
is funding mandates from state and federal 

governments. An area that is increasingly a 
problem for schools is funding special education 
mandates. While it is very hard to argue against 
providing necessary services for our most needy 
students, the fact is that funding state and federal 
mandates related to special education takes local 
dollars away from funding all other students. 

Rural districts are also often faced with issues 
related to aging buildings. A very popular school 
construction grant program has allowed for many 
school districts to afford building new schools over 
the past several years. However, spending authority 
for the program has dried up while the need for 
new buildings is still substantial. 

One of the most important things that Illinois 
can do to help with gap between wealthy districts, 
who often spend thousands per pupil more to 
educate students than do poor districts, is to fully 
fund the EFAB recommended foundation level. 
Even if it takes a few years to ramp up to fully 
funding this level, it is essential to rural areas that 
this is accomplished. Remember, the EFAB recom¬ 
mendation is considered the minimum at which we 
should provide per pupil funding. As rural property 
values continue to decline, funding this basic 
adequacy level becomes even more important. 

In addition, there must be a movement toward 
increasing the reimbursement rate for special 
education costs. A reimbursement rate that was 
established in 1985 and has never been raised is an 
embarrassment. To treat our students in a manner 
that does not recognize the need to raise the rate at 
which we fund their education is wrong. 

Because property values in rural areas cannot 
alone afford the bond payments necessary to fund 
the construction of new buildings, we must also 
re-establish and fund a school construction grant 
program. Our children deserve an opportunity to 

(Continued on page 6) 

Roger Eddy has been Superintendent 
at Hutsonvilie CUSD # 1 for the last 11 
years and State Representative of the 
109th District for two terms and running 
unopposed for his third term. In his 25 
years as a public school educator, he has 
been a teacher, coach, high school prin¬ 
cipal and superintendent. 

The opinions and views of guest commentators are their own and may 
not represent those of the Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives 
or the electric co-ops of Illinois. 
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The Essential Johnny Popper 
The John Deere 

Unstyled “B 

Actual length of replica is 8 

• Ertl®, #1 in die-cast for over 60 years. 

• #24 in the Precision Classics Series™ 

• 365-Day Guarantee. The Best in the Business. 

• Officially licensed by John Deere. 

Ertl’s Precision Classics™ 1:16 scale die-cast replica 
handcrafted from more than 100 parts 

'he “B” had all the features of the popular “A”, but was built on 
smaller scale more suitable to row-crop farming. John Deere 

lade good on its promise to deliver a tractor that was “easy 
to understand, to 
operate, to care 
for, and economi¬ 
cal to own.” No 
wonder the “B” 
became the com¬ 
pany’s best-selling 

Authentic vintage 
logos and styling 

tractor of all time! Ertl’s Precision Classics™ replica showcases 
all classic features of the unstyled “B” with its renowned com¬ 
mitment to accuracy. When you place your order, there’s no 
need to send any 
money. You’ll pay for 
your replica in five 
equal installments of 
$27.00, the first to be 
paid prior to ship¬ 
ment. Order now. 

Intricate details preserve 
the “B’s” distinctive look 

Please Respond Promptly 

□YES! Please reserve the John Deere 
Unstyled “B” replica for me as described in this 

I announcement. 

1365-Day Guarantee. The Best in the Business. 

‘Plus a total of $9.95 for shipping and service. Illinois 
residents add state sales tax. Please allow 4-6 weeks for 
shipment. 

JOHN DEERE 
LICENSED PRODUCT 

Hamilton Authenticated' 
9202 Center for the Arts Drive • Niles, IL 60714 

Name 

Address 

State 

Telephone 

D2006 Hamilton Authenticated ©2006 RC2 Brands, Inc. 
10-69845-001-E08801 10-69845-001-CC2 
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Legislation Opens The Door To Energy Savings In this era of $3 a gallon gasoline, rising natural gas 
and propane prices and potential increases in the 

cost of electric generation, wouldn’t it be great if 
there was a way to cut your energy costs? 

There is thanks to legislation, sponsored by 
Senator Frank Watson and recently signed into 
law. The new law clears the way for a wider use of 
geothermal heating and cooling systems in Illinois. 

“These geothermal units circulate a liquid below 
ground so there has been a concern about ground¬ 
water contamination in the event of a leak,” said 
Watson (R-Greenville). “However, the systems 
that use food-based oil pose no pollution risk. The 
legislation I sponsored allows the use of these sys¬ 
tems near well water systems.” 

Senate Bill 1028 grants an exemption to 
environmental set aside regulations for geother¬ 
mal systems that only use the food-based liquid. 
Representative Ron Stephens (R-Highland) spon¬ 
sored the bill in the House. 

“With the passage of this hill, somebody who 
wants to greatly reduce their energy and take 
control of their energy costs, can put in one of 
these closed loop systems much closer to a well 
because the special type of antifreeze, a food- 
grade, sugar-based antifreeze, will eliminate the set 
back requirements,” said Steve Smith, President 
Enertech Incorporated of Greenville. Enertech 
distributes geothermal heating and cooling systems 
under the GeoComfort brand name throughout the 
Midwest. 

Smith said the geothermal systems can heat 
and cool homes for about one-quarter the cost 
of a home that uses natural gas. And, because of 

the way the system is designed, there’s no fear of 
pollution or contamination of groundwater. “Our 
systems are designed that if even one cup of fluid 
is lost, the unit will shut down for safety, but the 
chances of a leak in our system is next to zero,” said 
Smith. 

“The geothermal systems give consumers a great 
alternative for heating and cooling and, with the 
regulation changes, more people will now be able 
to take advantage of a viable, alternative energy 
source,” said Watson. 

(Continued from page 4) 
learn in a safe, state of the art 
education facility. It is important 
to remember that at some point, 
generations before us provided 
our generation with a quality 
facility. Now, it is our respon¬ 
sibility to ensure that future 
generations have that same 
opportunity. 

There are many other issues 
and challenges facing rural 
schools. Teacher recruitment 
can be difficult, especially in 
teacher shortage areas like math, 
science and foreign language. As 

mentioned earlier, new state and 
federal standards that come with¬ 
out funding are also very difficult. 

Many rural areas struggle with the 
question of consolidation, which 
brings with it the fear of loss of 
identity for their communities. 

Even with all of these 
challenges, the rural way of life 
offers a great environment to 
raise children. In order to make 
sure that we continue to provide 
children in rural areas a good 
education, we must fight for fair 
funding. As an educator for the 

past 25 years in rural Illinois, I 
feel the most important thing 
that we must do is work to make 
sure that the basic foundation 
level is funded. We must also fight 
unfunded mandates and meet the 
challenge of providing a school 
construction program. I work 
hard for those things as a State 
Representative in Springfield. 

You can help by making 
sure that your elected officials 
understand that while we have 
some challenges, our children 
are worth the investment. ■ 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 



Survey Shows Men, Women Don't Know 
How The Other Feels About Money 
Are you splitting the financial 

responsibilities in your family the 

old fashioned way? Women are often 

responsible for everyday spending and 

men are in charge of the long-term, 

hig financial picture. And it is the 

source of a lot of misunderstandings. 

For instance, many women say 

that men don’t know how much 

things really cost and many men say 

they don’t think their wives really 

care about saving for emergencies or 

the future. Communication between 

spouses is the often the missing 

ingredient. 

Here are some of the results of a 

nationwide survey of 1,000 spouses, 

500 wives and 500 husbands, that was 

conducted for Money magazine hy 

Mathew Greenwald &. Associates: 

• Almost all of the survey respon¬ 

dents said that money was a source 

of tension in their relationships. 

• Seven in 10 admitted that they 

argued about money. 

• More respondents admitted to 

arguing about money than about 

sex or in-laws. 

• Only 27 percent of men believe 

their wives think having the right 

investments is very important. But 

half of the women surveyed said 

they do care. 

• Only 45 percent of men say having 

cash stashed for emergencies is 

important to their spouses. But 67 

percent of women said they believe 

that having this type of fund 

available is important. 

• 73 percent of men say they make 

most of the investing decisions, 

but less than half of the women 

surveyed say their husbands are in 

charge. ■ 

Moving Equipment 
During Harvest 
Leading Cause Of 
Farm Electrocution During harvest season it easy to 

forget some common hazards during 

long hours of harvesting fall crops. 

Equipment contacting overhead 

power lines is the leading cause of 

farm electrocution accidents in the 

Midwest. Many of these accidents 

occur near grain bins, when augers 

make contact with power lines. 

Always lower grain augers before 

moving them, even if it’s only a few 

feet. Variables like wind, uneven 

ground, shifting weight or other 

conditions can combine to create an 

unexpected result. Also use extreme 

caution when raising the bed of a 

grain truck. 

Don’t use metal poles when 

breaking up bridged grain inside and 

around bins. 

For more information on farm and 

home electrical safety, visit 

www.SafeElectricity.org. ■ 

Co-ops Discuss Rural Broadband and 
Energy Issues Lt. Governor Pat Quinn (second from left) discussed broadband access and 

new energy sources for rural Illinois with the Association of Illinois Electric 

Cooperatives (AIEC) Vice President of Operations John Freitag, President/ 

CEO Duane Noland and President/CEO of Rural Electric Convenience 

Cooperative David Stuva during the AIEC’s annual meeting. More than 300 

locally elected Illinois electric cooperative board members and managers 

attended the meeting in Springfield. Co-op leaders also discussed the changes 

in Illinois’ utility industry and the growing number of ethanol plants in rural 

Illinois. ■ 

New Illinois 
Identity Theft 
Hotline Helps 
Victims Recovering from identity theft 

can be a long and arduous 

process. Victims often spend dozens 

of hours working with creditors, 

credit reporting agencies, financial 

institutions and law enforcement 

to reclaim their good names. The 

recovery process can take months— 

even years. 

To help consumers on this often- 

difficult path, the Illinois Attorney 

General’s office now offers the Identity 

Theft Hotline. Call 866-999-5630. 

When you place a call to the hotline, 

you will be assigned a consumer 

advocate, who will provide you with a 

road map to recovery. 
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Public Hunting And Bird Habitat 
Expanded 

\ 

The Illinois Department of Natural Resources (IDNR) has announced 
an expansion of public hunting opportunities while preserving more 

bird habitat in Central Illinois. 
IDNR has joined together with Pheasants Forever (PF) in the 

acquisition of 313 acres for a new Habitat Wheel Initiative. The 313-acre 
Cranfill property, located near Hillsboro. The property, acquired with grant 
support from the Illinois Clean Energy Community Foundation, will be managed 
and maintained by the IDNR and opened for outdoor recreation. 

“The Habitat Wheel Initiative was implemented by Pheasants Forever in 2003 as 
a way to build wildlife habitat on government and private lands,” said Tom Schwartz, PF’s 
Illinois director of conservation programs. 

“I purchased the land 15 years ago and have steadily worked to make it wildlife friendly through planting food 
plots and establishing travel lanes,” explained Don Cranhll, previous owner of the property and vice president of the 
Montgomery County PF Chapter. ■ 

Two Illinois Sites Finalist 
For FutureGen The FutureGen Alliance announced its short list of 

candidate sites for a $1 billion first-of-its-kind, near- 
zero emissions coal-fueled power plant following an 
extensive technical review. Of the 12 competing sites 
in seven states, the Alliance concluded that two Illinois 
sites, Mattoon and Tuscola, and two sites located in 
Texas are best suited to host the FutureGen facility. 

Sites had to have a minimum of 200 acres of land 
along with adequate cooling water. The sites must be in 
close proximity to transmission lines and suitable geology 
for C02 sequestration scored better than sites that were 
not. Other factors that affect the sites suitability for 
the specific mission of the project were also evaluated. 
For example, the ability to access hydrogen and power 
markets. 

FutureGen represents a technology-based solution 
to world energy needs in a way that will ensure that 
coal will continue to be used to provide affordable elec¬ 
tricity while producing fewer emissions than ever before 
achieved. 

FutureGen’s suite of innovative technologies 
will ultimately be available throughout the world, 
spurring economic development while protecting 
the environment. These technologies will convert 
affordable, abundant coal to clean energy, which 
strengthens energy security and reduces dependence on 
higher-priced forms of energy. 

In the latter half of 2007, following the completion 
of DOE’s National Environmental Policy Act review, 
the Alliance will select a final site and move toward 
construction. The plant is expected to be on-line in 2012. 

To learn more about FutureGen and the Alliance at 
www.FutureGenAlliance.org. 

Sen. Durbin Introduces Rural 
Broadband Legislation U.S. Senator Dick Durbin (D-Ill.) says a national policy 

is needed to accelerate the deployment of broadband 
Internet service to rural areas. In August Durbin introduced 
legislation, the Broadband for Rural America Act of 2006, to 
encourage the rapid deployment of rural broadband service. 

“Broadband is an essential component of our lives, at 
work and at home. It has become an essential service like 
water, gas and electricity. Our homes and businesses need 
affordable access to high speed Internet connections, in the 
same way our homes and businesses need traditional utility 
services,” said Durbin. 

The bill has four major provisions. 
Creates Broadband Trust Fund: Projects to be funded 

through this new program will include feasibility studies, 
mapping, economic analysis, and other activities done 
to determine the reasons for the current lack of service, 
and the scale, scope, and type of broadband services most 
suitable for the particular unserved area. 

Reforms USDA Rural Broadband Program: the current 
USDA broadband loan program provides below-market rate 
loans and loan guarantees. This program expires in 2007. 
Durbin’s bill extends the life of the program for another five 
years, refocuses the program solely on rural areas where it is 
most needed and establishes a grant program. 

Wireless Broadband Spectrum: requires the FCC to make 
new spectrum available for wireless broadband services in 
rural areas as soon as practicable. 

Creates Broadband Task Force: establishes a task force 
consisting of experts in federal, state, and local governments, 
trade associations, public interest organizations, academic 
institutions, and other areas to study best practices for rapid 
deployment of broadband services in states, particularly 
those with large unserved rural areas. ■ 
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These tips will keep your family and linemen safe 
Many rely on backup electric generators for emergency power when the electricity goes out. If 

you are considering purchasing a backup generator, Safe Electricity wants you to know and take 
proper safety steps before operating an electric generator in your home or business. 

Properly connecting the generator into the system is the next critical step for safe and effective use. 
A qualified electrician should install a permanent, standby electric generator. You should verify that elec¬ 
trical grounding requirements and circuit overload protections are met. 

An electric generator wired directly into a building’s electrical system must have a transfer safety 
switch to prevent electricity from traveling back through the power lines, or what’s known as “back 
feed.” 

The linemen work around the clock in bad weather to restore your power during an outage. Im¬ 
proper use of generators can make that work unsafe and the electricity flowing through lines that coop¬ 
eratives think are safe can seriously injure or kill those linemen. 

—► Read and follow all manufacturer operating instructions. 

—► Make sure the generator is properly grounded. 

—► Never plug a portable electric generator into a wall outlet or connect directly to a home’s 
wiring. This can energize utility power lines and injure you or others working nearby. Electrical back 
feed also can damage the generator and home electrical equipment. 

—^ Don’t overload the generator and plug in more appliances than the generator is rated to 
handle. 

—► Use only safety-tested, shop-type electrical cords designed and rated for heavier, outdoor 
use to connect appliances. Many generators are equipped with twist-lock connects to reduce the 
chance of accidental disconnections due to vibrations. 

—► Always keep the generator outside in a dry, protected area, away from windows or air 
intakes where deadly exhaust fumes can enter living spaces. Equip homes with Carbon Monoxide 
(CO) alarms with battery backup. 

—► Turn off generator and allow to cool before refueling. 

—► Before shutting down a generator, turn off and unplug all appliances and equipment being 
powered by the generator. 

For additional electrical generator and safety information, visit www.SafeElectricity.org. 

Follow these tips for safe use of portable generators used to power essential 

electrical equipment during outages. Keep this list posted by your generator. 



How entrepreneurs and rural 
co-ops are teaming up for succes 

By Nancy Nixon 

Although the small towns 
that dot the state’s two* 
lane highways may look the 
same as they always have, 
some of them are making 
an unlikely transformation. 
And tiny Timewell, 
located along Highway 24 
in Brown County, is one 
of those towns. Only the 
multitude of large rolls of 
plastic tubing out behind 
some unassuming buildings 
at the edge of town give 
a clue that there might 
be more here than meets 
the eye. But, two multi* 
million dollar operations, 
Ag Drainage, Inc, 
(ADI), a parent company 
of several drainage 
installation businesses, and 
Timewell Tile, a drainage 
tile manufacturer and 
equipment sales and leasing 
company, are housed there. 

Aaron Kassing, Vice President of Market' 

ingfor Timewell Tile in Timewell, explains 

the process of laying field tile. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 



Ben Ellefritz, Vice President of Installation at Ag Drainage, Inc. (ADI), and Kassing pose in front of ADI and Timewell Tile’s 
headquarters. The large rolls of drainage tile are visible in the distance. 

As owner of both companies, 
Don Colclasure is just one of a grow¬ 
ing number of entrepreneurs who is 
reaping rewards by operating busi¬ 
nesses in rural Illinois, away from the 
hustle and bustle of the larger urban 
areas. 

However, if a chance meeting 
with an unlikely source hadn’t oc¬ 
curred, these businesses might not 
have become one of west central Il¬ 
linois’ greatest success stories. 

Aaron Kassing, Vice President 
of Marketing for Timewell Tile, grins 
when he tells how Colclasure ac¬ 
quired what is known today as ADI 
during a card game for $3,500 around 
20 years ago. According to Kass¬ 
ing, “Colclasure got into something 
that he enjoyed, that he found he 
was good at, and it just spiraled from 
there.” 

From ADI’s inception, Colclasure 
knew he had something good and 
wanted to make it work, so he has sur¬ 
rounded himself with people who are 
just as committed to the business as 
he is. Most of Colclasure’s employees 

come from a farming background, 
which is a perfect fit with the agricul¬ 
tural drainage industry. Bom into a 
farm family, Kassing, whose refreshing 
enthusiasm is contagious, is a seven- 
year veteran of Timewell Tile. He 
says, “Drainage is exciting — It’s com¬ 
ing in and improving yields and the 
bottom line throughout a farm; not 
just one little spot in a field. It’s an 
entire system, and it’s a new approach 
to agriculture.” 

But all the enthusiasm in the 
world wasn’t enough to convince 
some people to move into the new era 
of agricultural drainage. Even into the 
early 1990s many farmers were still 
skeptical about agricultural drainage 
systems. They remembered the old 
way of installing a system that was 
lengthy, costly and messy. Many of 
them weren’t all that convinced that 
drainage systems were really worth 
the trouble, but so much has changed. 
The tile of today encompasses many 
types of perforated plastic tubing, 
which is more flexible and durable 
than the brick, porcelain or cement 

tiles that many farmers are now re¬ 
placing. 

Tile installation has also under¬ 
gone a transformation. Automation 
has sped up and simplified the process, 
and this more sophisticated installa¬ 
tion is quite scientific. 

Before any digging occurs, fields 
are topographically mapped to design 
the tubing (or tile) system that best 
meets the customer’s drainage needs. 
A map of the underground tubing 
network is derived from that informa¬ 
tion and transferred into the large 
tile plow’s guidance system. ADI’s 
self-propelled plows both dig the 
trench and cover the tile with earth. 
A stringer trailer runs alongside the 
plow and pulls the tile tubing from 
the big rolls and drops it into the 
trench. Using a global positioning sys¬ 
tem (GPS) to guide the plows guaran¬ 
tees accuracy to one centimeter. Deep 
holes are dug by a track hoe, which 
enables a “hole man” to climb down 
and connect the lateral tubing lines. 

Although this installation is 
considered is pretty common, ADI’s 
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research and development helped 
them design a drainage system 
that gives the company an edge 
and benefits the farmer. In the 
early 1990s the company began 
installing yield based design drainage 
systems with narrower spacing of 
30-40 inches, shallower depths and 
high capacity mains. This helped 
to balance a farmer’s water table, 
resulting in more even and higher 
crop yields. The farmers “got it,” and 
this new drainage system fueled a 
virtual explosion in the agricultural 
drainage industry. 

Up to the early 1990s Colcla- 
sure had been purchasing and install¬ 
ing tile from other companies. With 
the staggering and sudden demand 
for installation jobs and the tile 
itself, he knew to remain competi¬ 
tive and provide the best service to 
the company’s customers he needed 
to branch out into tile production. 
Kassing explains, “ADI grew in size 
to a point where other manufacturers 
weren’t keeping up with our demand, 
and we had machinery sitting idle we 
could use for production. In addition, 
the vertical integration of owning 
our own manufacturing would actu¬ 
ally allow us to charge a much more 
competitive price to the end user.” 

Kassing adds, “By working with 
us, the customer will benefit from the 

drainage system, get the most com¬ 
petitive price, pay it off in three to 
seven years, depending on the weath¬ 
er, and have it for 50 years. With 
rising land values, farmers want to 
maximize use of the land they have 
and prepare for the next generation 
of farmers. We’re helping them do 
much better with the resources they 
have.” 

Timewell Tile began 
manufacturing field tile in the late 
1990s, and in its first three years of 
operation, demand was so high that 
the company’s existing equipment 
and employees were soon straining 
to meet demand. Colclasure was 
also interested in manufacturing a 
new pipe product, but didn’t have 
the capacity, space or manpower to 
pursue it. The business needed to 
expand in a big way. But, like many 
small businesses that want to step 

up to the next 
level, Colclasure 
found that 
conventional 
financing was a 
major roadblock. 

The answer 
to Colclasure’s 
dilemma showed 
up at his door 
one day as if 
on cue. In early 
2001, Aaron 
Ridenour, Man¬ 
ager of Market¬ 
ing and Business 
Development at 
Soyland Power 
Cooperative, a 
generation and 
transmission 
cooperative (G &LT) in Jacksonville, 
walked in on a cold call. ADI and 
Timewell Tile receive power from 
Adams Electric Cooperative, a dis¬ 
tribution cooperative served by Soy¬ 
land Power. Ridenour was out that 
day visiting Adams’ member busi¬ 
nesses to see if they needed help the 
G &. T could provide. Ridenour says, 
“As part of our key account program, 
we try to assist our distribution co¬ 
ops with all of their key accounts.” 

When Ridenour and Colcla¬ 
sure sat down to talk, Colclasure 
explained the need for financing to 
grow Timewell Tile’s operation, and 

Ridenour, a man 
of few words, 
said, “I can help 
with that.” Ac¬ 
cording to Ride¬ 
nour, Colclasure’s 
response was, 
“Why would you 
do that?” And 
when Ridenour 
told Colcla¬ 
sure that there 
was no fee for 
his assistance, 
Colclasure was 
incredulous. Like 
Colclasure, most 
of his employees 
were quite skepti¬ 
cal of Ridenour’s 
promise, as they 

had heard that line before from other 
people who didn’t follow through. 

Ridenour kept his word. He left 
Timewell Tile that day and immedi¬ 
ately began searching for assistance 
wherever he could. The terrorist at¬ 
tacks of September 11, 2001 slowed 
his progress at times, but within a 
year, his hard work and diligence 
made the company’s dream of expan¬ 
sion a reality. “When it came right 
down to brass tacks, Aaron made 
it happen, and brought nearly 50 
percent of the $3.5 million fund¬ 

ing to the table, which enabled our 
company’s biggest expansion to take 

"With rising land 
values, farmers want 
to maximize use of 
the land they have 

and prepare for 
the next generation 
of farmers. We’re 
helping them do 
much better with 

the resources they 
have.” 

During a demonstration, farmers learn how ADI drainage tile installations differ from 
their competitors’ installation process. 
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place,” says Kassing. Soyland Power 
and Adams Electric Cooperative 
each provided $200,000 in low inter¬ 
est loans, and because of that, other 
organizations followed suit — River 
Valley Community Development 
Corporation, Rural Adams Develop¬ 
ment Corp, Great River Economic 
Development Foundation (GREDF) 
and Farm Credit Services. Ridenour 
and Jim Mentesti, 
GREDF’s President, 
worked together to 
obtain the funding 
and it was the largest 
and most success¬ 
ful multi-county 
venture GREDF had 
ever administered. 

Kassing says 
that receiving the 
funding affected the 
business full-circle. 
He says, “It wasn’t 
just an expansion 
of equipment, it 
was an expansion 
of our building, our 
marketing and our 
sales because it was 
a totally different 
product.” Growing 
the business brought 
the employee base of Timewell Tile 
from 25 to 150, which coincidentally 
is the population of Timewell. 

Kassing says, “This allowed us 
to expand from a solely agriculture- 
related company to begin manu¬ 
facturing and selling heavy density 
polyethylene pipe (HDPE). HDPE 
is the fastest growing pipe market in 
the industry, next to polyvinylchlo¬ 
ride (PVC) pipe.” He adds, “New 
and niche markets are crucial. You 
kind of have to sit back every once 
in a while and check out all the 
trees, instead of the forest.” 

Rural Illinois also needs to 
“check out the trees” when it comes 
to economic development. So often 
rural communities are so focused 
on trying to entice big companies 
to their area that they forget what’s 
already growing in their back yard. 
It’s great to bring 200 jobs into your 
community from one corporation, 
but if the entity were to relocate at 

some point, the negative economic 
impact would be staggering. 

Ridenour says that nurturing 
local entrepreneurs is beneficial for 
a number of reasons. They’re more 
likely to stay as they have a vested 
interest in the community, they’re 
loyal, and if they close it won’t 
impact your entire community. 
Ridenour adds that existing employ¬ 

ers account for 80 
percent of all new 
jobs created. Kassing 
says, “We’re a fam¬ 
ily owned company, 
and we’re in it for 
the long haul. We’re 
not going to cut and 
run. When things 
get tough, we’re not 
going go another 
country to have 
things manufac¬ 
tured.” 

Rural Illinois 
needs that kind of 
business stability. 

Rural economic 
development ben¬ 
efits everyone in the 
community, not just 
the business owner. 
The added tax base 

provides more funding to schools, 
crucial infrastructure, parks and 
much more. And it increases jobs for 
the area. Cooperatives benefit from 
an increased load too. For example, 
with the expansion, Timewell Tile’s 
power hill tripled. The increased 
load helps electric co-ops offer more 
stable rates, provide more resources 
for vegetation management and bet¬ 
ter-maintained lines and poles, and 
that equates to less blinks and fewer 
and shorter power outages, which is 
good for co-op members. 

The process of co-ops helping to 
nurture businesses is similar to how 
the rural electric system was created 
— neighbors helping neighbors. Bill 
Stalder, Manager of Marketing and 
Member Services at Adams Electric, 
says, “It’s part of the co-op way of 
doing business. We want to help 
business owners on our lines expand 
their businesses. We need to practice 
what we preach. In Timewell Tile’s 

case, we were in a position where we 
could make that kind of commitment 
to help them.” 

Colclasure has since acquired 
additional financing from Adams 
Electric. Stalder says, “Last year we 
made another loan to them for ex¬ 
pansion. Now they can easily qualify 
for other outside financing. They are 
loyal to the co-op because they know 
we’re looking out for them.” 

The future looks bright for ADI 
and Timewell Tile. Because of their 
positive experience with Soyland 
Power and Adams Electric, which 
are both Touchstone Energy mem¬ 
ber cooperatives, they can now look 
to the future with less trepidation. 
They can make the installation side 
of the business more of a priority and 
pursue new markets with confidence. 
According to Kassing, as Timewell 
Tile and ADI branch out, finding 
cooperatives within the Touchstone 
Energy network of 630 cooperatives 
to serve their future facilities will be 
a priority. 

If rural Illinois is to continue 
flourishing, more of this type of co¬ 
operation needs to take place. We’re 
just beginning to understand how big 
dividends can be gained from small 
packages, whether it’s on the co-op 
side or the business side. 

■■ For more information about ADI 
or Timewell Tile, visit their Web 
sites at wwwMgdrainage.com or 
ivww.timewelltile.com, or call them 
at 1-800-720-8453. 

For more information about 
Touchstone Energy coMps, visit 
www.touchstoneenergy.coop, or 
contact your local 
Illinois Touchstone 
Energy cooperative. 

[ ■ To inquire about 
economic development as¬ 
sistance for your business, 
contact your local economic 
development office or contact 
your electric cooperative and 
see if they offer assistance. 
■jyETo pursue assistance with 

your fledgling business, 
contact your local economic 
development group. 

“We’re a family 
owned company, 

and we’re in it 
for the long haul. 
We’re not going 
to cut and run. 

When things get 
tough, we’re 
not going go 

another country 
to have things 

manufactured.” 
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Getting Good Grades In Safety 
Make sure your college dorm room or apartment is safe 

"Overloaded electrical 

circuits are a major 

contributor to the risk of 

fires in campus Housing." 

Dn April 26, 2005, a fire that broke out in the 

kitchen of a women’s dormitory cost a student 

her life at Southern Adventist University in 

Collegedale, Tenn. On April 7, 2002, a fire at 

DePauw University in Greencastle, Ind. forced the 

evacuation of 116 students from the building and 

more than 200 students from adjacent buildings. 

The blaze, which started from an electrical 

appliance, caused more than $1 million in damage. 

Fires like these are not uncommon. The 

National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) 

estimates that nearly 1,800 fires occur in campus 

housing each year. Because many students live in 

housing off-campus, the actual number of fires in 

college residencies is believed to be even higher. 

The sad truth is that several of these fires result in 

fatalities. The Center for Campus Fire Safety has 

identified 88 fire fatalities in student housing since 

January 2000. 

Overloaded electrical circuits are a major 

contributor to the risk of fires in campus 

housing, according to the United States Fire 

Administration. The limited number of outlets in 

student rooms may tempt many residents to use 

multiple extension cords and power strips, which 

can overheat. Before cramming rooms with elec¬ 

trical devices, Safe Electricity urges students to 

help prevent these deadly fires by educating them¬ 

selves on safe appliance use and precautions against 

electrical hazards. 

The misuse of electrical cooking 

appliances poses a great fire risk. 

The NFPA reports that the leading 

area of origin for dormitory property 

structure fires is the kitchen. Stove 

burners, tabletop grills, toasters and 

other appliances that produce heat 

should never he left unattended. 

Some toaster ovens get hot enough 

to ignite notebooks and loose papers they come in 

contact with, so counters should be kept clear and 

appliances should always be unplugged after use. 

Though it may seem like an inconvenience, 

the residency’s list of prohibited items is important 

to follow. Appliances usually restricted include 

hotplates, microwave ovens of more than 600 watts 

and halogen lamps. While a typical incandescent 

bulb heats to 260 degrees, a halogen bulb reaches 

temperatures of up to 970 degrees and can easily set 

fire to curtains or blankets that are too close. 

Older wiring or outlets in student housing 

may not be able to handle the increased electrical 

demand of today’s college student. If use of a device 

frequently causes power to trip off, or if its power 

cord or the outlet feels hot, it should be discon¬ 

nected immediately and the condition reported to 

the landlord or campus housing staff. 

Safe Electricity also offers the following steps 

to prevent and reduce the risk of electrical fires in 

student housing: 

• Purchase and use only UL-rated electrical 

appliances and power cords. 

• Do not overload extension cords, power strips, or 

outlets. 

• Never use extension cords for longer than a tem¬ 

porary basis. 

• Use power strips with an over-current protector 

that will shut off automatically if there is too 

much current being drawn. 

• Never “piggy-back” power strips by plugging one 

into another. 

• Do not tack or nail an electrical cord to any 

surface, or run cords across traffic paths, under 

rugs, or behind furniture. 

• Never attempt to alter a three-prong plug to fit 

in a two-prong outlet. 

• Use light bulbs with the correct wattage. If no 
indication is on the product, do not use a bulb 

with more than 60 watts. 

• Keep all electrical appliances and cords safely 

away from bedding, curtains, and other flam¬ 

mable material. 

• Unplug small household appliances and all elec¬ 

tronics when not in use or away for extended 

periods. 

• It’s important that college residents are familiar 

with evacuation procedures and emergency exit 

locations in their building. 

In the event that a fire does occur, students 

must remember to follow safety procedures and get 

out of harm’s way immediately. Possessions can be 

replaced, but lives cannot. 

For more information on fire and electrical 

safety, visit SafeElectricity.org. ■ 

Molly Hall is the Director of Safe 
Electricity. E-mail: molly-hall@ 
SafeElectricity.org and for more infor¬ 
mation on these and other kinds of 
situations involving electricity visit 
www.SafeElectricity.org. 
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Address 

State 
NCM 

Lincoln’s famous Henry rifle is a priceless national treasure. 
The beautiful Henry you can take home today is considerably more 
affordable. Shooting enthusiasts are buying Henrys because they are 
magnificently styled, have the smoothest actions, perform with 
flawless reliability and bear the great historical name of Henry. 

Every part in a Henry is made in America. Every rifle is 
engineered with features many competitors charge twice the price 
for. We are a family owned business, our customer service is second 
to none, and we will do everything to ensure your complete 
satisfaction. 

Order our free color catalog featuring the entire line of Henry 
lever, bolt-action and semi-auto rifles by calling, writing or visiting 
our website at WWW.HENRY-GUNS.COM. President Lincoln 

loved his Henry and you’ll love yours. 

Name 

Henry Golden Boy Engraved 
.22 LR / .22 Mag / .17 HMR 

Henry Big Boy Engraved .44 Magnum 

P 
Henry U.S. Survival .22 LR 

Henry Acu-Bolt .22 LR / .22 Magnum / .17 HMR 

your FREE Henry catalog 
atWWW.HENRY-GUNS.COM 
mail the coupon or call (718) 499-5600 

Made in America and Priced Right 

HENRY REPEATING ARMS CO. 

110 8"1 Street 

Brooklyn, New York 11215 

1 

Henry Repeating Arms Company 110 8th Street, Brooklyn, NY 11215 Tel: (718) 499-5600 Fax: (718) 768-8056 
WWW.HENRY-GUNS.COM 



The Backbone Of Your Garden 
Build your garden with plants that endure like peonies 

“Few flowers have a strong 
backbone except the peony." 

M 

Garden backbones are plants that endure. Put 

them in the ground, and after a couple years of 

care, they tend to come back year after year after 

year with little maintenance. Most people put trees 

into that category since there’s not much to do for 

most of them to keep them going for centuries. 

Shrubs may require pruning every now and 

then, but there are old farm lilacs that are a 100- 

plus years old that still come out and bloom just as 

regularly as Old Faithful. Even big old yews have 

stateliness to them. 

Few flowers, though, have a strong backbone. 

Most may bloom profusely, but peter out after a few 

years of neglect. The one exception is the peony. 

If you asked me my favorite perennials, 

especially in the early spring, I’d probably say 

peonies. 

You can travel the state and come across aban¬ 

doned homesteads or forgotten cemeteries where 

the only thing that is consistent are the peonies 

that bloom year in and year out in the spring in big 

balls of pink, white or red. 

Years ago, in a college class, after learning 

about the care of other perennials, our instructor 

turned to the class and asked us, “Flow often do 

peonies need dividing?” After the obligatory answer 

of, “every three to five years,” used as the standard 

response for most perennials, he just shook his 

head, and then proceeded 

to show us pictures of 

chest-high plants that had 

not been moved for hun¬ 

dreds of years. I think 500, 

but back in college, there 

wasn’t much difference between 200 and 700 years. 

Hundreds of years are hundreds of years. 

Which is why peonies keep on going. And 

going. 

You don’t have to fertilize them if you don’t 

want to. They seem to survive droughts well 

enough. The only thing they don’t like is shade or 

competition from trees and shrubs. 

Peonies are native to Asia but seem to thrive 

just well in our climates, preferring full sun to shade. 

Over time, the peony clumps just get bigger and 

wider. Some old Illinois clumps may be 3 to 4 feet 

tall and up to 4 feet wide. However, these are the 

old-fashioned peonies that act like a sponge when it 

rains, flattening everything on the ground until the 

flowers die and the plant struggles to right itself. 

Several years ago breeders developed peonies 

with single flowers per stem instead of the typical 

three to five. Flowers were larger than the old- 

fashioned types, but so were the stalks. When rains 

came, the flowers might droop a bit but would 

stand upright when the moisture evaporated. And 

the color intensity went electric, with vivid colors 

including coral. 

Besides the old-fashioned and the newer types, 

there is also the tree-peony, which doesn’t die 

down to the ground for the winter. Instead of being 

herbaceous, the plant has twigs that remain alive 

through most winters. Flowers tend to bloom ear¬ 

lier than the standards, but also about the size of a 

dinner plate instead of a saucer. 

And that brings us to now. 

If there is a best time to move, dig, plant or 

divide peonies, it’s in September. 

The plant has already produced enough energy 

for next year’s bloom. Digging and dividing the 

plants now almost guarantees you’ll get some bloom 

next year. 

If you order peonies through the Internet or 

one of the many catalog companies, they’ll usually 

send it in September or October, but if you can get 

the plants in the ground by the end of the month, 

you’ll notice a healthier and vigorous plant next 

spring. 

Planting peonies requires you to remember 

essentially only four things. 

First, they like full sun. 

Second, they like a loose soil, but will adapt to 

clay or sand. Mix some organic matter into the soil 

and you’ll succeed nicely. 

Third, plant them right side up. When you 

look at the fleshy root system whether you dig, 

divide, purchase or transplant, you’ll notice some 

pink little shoots or tips. They go up. 

Finally, and most importantly, plant the top of 

that pink shoot/tip only an inch deep. You won’t 

kill the plant if you put it deeper - it just won’t 

bloom for you until the plant spends the next 10 to 

20 years pushing itself higher in the soil. ■ 

David Robson is an Extension Educator, 

Horticulture, at the Springfield Extension 

Center, University of Illinois Extension, 

P.0. Box 8199, Springfield, IL 62791. 

Telephone: 217-782-6515. 

E-mail: drobson@uiuc.edu. 
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High Efficiency Heat Pumps 
A new heat pump could cut your bill by 50 percent 

"A two-stage heat pump is yaur 
mast efficient option and it also 

provides the best comfort." 

Dear J im: I want to install the most efficient heat 
pump for lower electric bills. 1 am also concerned 

about getting one that provides the best year-round 
comfort. What features should I look for in a new 
heat pump? - Boh M. 

Dear Boh: With the new minimum energy- 
efficiency requirements for 2006, there have been 
improvements in heat pumps that make them an 
excellent choice for almost any home. The price 
of fuels, such as natural gas, oil and propane, are at 
record highs, so using a heat pump may he the least 
expensive heating and cooling option. 

Heat pump efficiency in the cooling mode is 
rated by the seasonal energy efficiency rating (SEER) 
similar to a central air conditioner. In the heating 
mode, the efficiency is rated by the heating seasonal 
performance factor (HSPF). If you now have an old 
heat pump with a SEER in the 8.0 range, installing 
one of the most efficient (SEER of 19) new ones 
could cut your utility hills by more than 50 percent. 

Many manufacturers are starting to recommend 
hybrid heating, even in colder northern climates. 
Hybrid heating refers to installing a heat pump, 
instead of just a central air conditioner, along with a 
fossil fuel furnace. 

During mild weather, the heat pump can be less 
expensive to operate than even the most efficient 
fossil fuel furnace. When the outdoor temperature 
drops, the furnace takes over. A heat pump of the 
same capacity, efficiency and features may cost 
only about $400 to $500 more than the equivalent 
(cooling only) central air conditioner. 

As a brief background, a heat pump is basically a 
central air conditioner with a reversing valve. When 
switching from the cooling to the heating mode, the 

reversing valve reverses the 
direction of the refrigerant. 
The hot gases flow through 
the indoor blower coil to heat 
the air inside your home. 

.. 1 JJdlfcB | 
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A two-stage heat pump is your most efficient 
option and it also provides the best comfort. The 
heat pump has two different output levels when 
heating and when cooling. This allows the heat 
pump to be sized to handle some of the coldest or 
hottest days, yet also be effective during milder 
weather. 

This is a great advantage because the heat 
pump runs in longer, more efficient cycles when it 
is operating in the lower-output level. Even though 
it is running longer, the compressor is using less 
electricity in this lower-output level so the overall 
electricity usage is reduced. By running longer and 
slower, there is less indoor blower and airflow sound, 
and indoor temperatures remain more constant. 

The majority of the HVAC manufacturers have 
switched to using a two-stage scroll compressor 
with R410A refrigerant instead of R-22 (commonly 
called Freon). R410A is much more environmentally 
friendly than R-22 and it operates at slightly higher 
pressures. This requires more stout tubing, so the 
noise level from the outdoor unit is less noticeable. 
By 2010, manufacturers will no longer be allowed to 
produce units using R-22. 

Over the past several years, there has been quite 
a design push to make the outdoor unit run more 
quietly. This is accomplished by insulating the com¬ 
pressor motors, using more sound-damping mounts 
and redesigning the fins, fan blades and housing for 
quieter air flow. 

Most two-stage heat pumps use a General 
Electric variable-speed ECM blower motor in the 
indoor air handler. This efficient motor varies its 
speed depending upon the heat pump stage currently 
running and the airflow resistance in the ductwork. 
Heat pump efficiency and indoor comfort depends 
upon matching the outdoor unit, the indoor coil and 
the blower speed (airflow). 

One of the key advantages of the variable-speed 
blower, when used with the proper thermostat, is in 
controlling the indoor humidity level. This affects 
comfort and common allergens such as mold spores 
and dust mites. 

Go to www.dulley.com to download Update 
Bulletin No. 763. ■ 

James Dulley is a mechanical engineer 
who writes on a wide variety of energy 
and utility topics. His column appears in a 
large number of daily newspapers. 
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Builders, Inc. 
QUALITY IS AFFORDABLE 

628-1324 
Call today and ask about our 

monthly specials! 
WE CUSTOM DESIGN TO YOUR SPECIFICATIONS 

Blitz Buildings are built to last! ^ experience 

1 ole?*2,000 buildings 
constructed 

Blitz Builders #1 in Value 
www. t> I i tz to u i I d e rs. co m 

Do You Have Diabetes? 
Are You on Medicare? 

If you answered 'Yes" to both questions, 
the cost of your diabetes testing supplies may be covered: 

Call 1-800-539-9717 

Know the facts about 
Medicare coverage for 
individuals with diabetes. 
Liberty Medical is the nation's 
leader in home delivery of 
diabetes testing supplies. We 
are a Medicare participating 
provider. You could be eligible 
for our complete home delivery 
program of diabetes testing 
supplies, and the cost may be 
covered by Medicare.* With 
many of the Medicare 
Prescription drug plans, you 
can also have Liberty deliver 
prescriptions to your home. 

No up-front costs.* You pay 
no money up front when you 
order diabetes testing supplies 
from Liberty. With qualified 
supplemental insurance, you 
may owe nothing at all. 

No claim forms to fill out. 
We will bill Medicare and your 
supplemental insurance 
company for you. 

No charge for shipping. 
Your order will be delivered to 
your home with no charge for 
shipping. You won't have to 
stand in pharmacy lines or go 
out in bad weather. 

To learn if you are 
eligible, call us toll-free: 
1-800-539-9717 

*Deductibles and co-payments apply. 

Liberty's Family of Companies also 
provides prescription medications, 
Ale testing and ostomy supplies. 

The Liberty Family of 
Companies is in compliance 
with Titles VI and VII of the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964. 

Trees that 
grow 5 ft. or 
more per year! 
Skyrise™ 
(Hybrid Salix) 

• Grows 5 ft. or 
more per year 

• Use for wind¬ 
breaks, shade or 
privacy screens. 

Skyrise screen style at 

15 months 

Also fast-growing 
shrubs available - 
all make great 
hedge and grow 
to 10 ft. tall 

Red Osier Dogwood 
Small white flowers 
in spring, red stems 
in winter 
American Cranberry 
Bush - Red berries in 
fall and winter 

Forsythia - Bright 
yellow flowers in 
early spring 

Fall 
Discount 
Call for details 

Call toll-free 888-749-0799 
For FREE color brochure or to place an order 

ADVANCED 
TREE TECHNOLOGY VI2818 Edgerton Rd. New Haven, IN 46774 

www.advancedtree.com 

• Soapstone holds twice as much heat as metal. 
• The heat is steady, even and comfortable. 
• Soapstone has a proven record of durability. 
• It has beautiful color, texture and marbling. 
• Variations in the stone make each stove unique. 
Plus, no power is required, so you can enjoy 
radiant warmth regardless of the weather! 

FREE COLOR CATALOG 

Name  

Address   

City/State/Zip  

Woodstock Soapstone Co., Inc 
66 Airpark Rd., Dept. 2503, West Lebanon, NH 03784 

www.woodstove.com 
1-888-664-8188 



Select^ 
On&'Vay 
Ventures 
Dr. John Ronan DDS 

& Associates 
Can Offer You 

Dentures, Partials 
& Extractions 

ONE-DAY SERVICEi 
DEfJTURES^% PARTIALS 

[$124# 1 $154 

Office Hours: Monday-Friday 8 to 4 
Call for an Appointment 

(217-479-8444) 
(1-877-565-8981) 

1201 W. Walnut, Jacksonville, IL 62650 

Payment Accepted 
Cash, Mastercard or Visa 

A/o Personal Checks 

a Specializing In Individual Attention 
to each customer's building needs 

Established 
in 1992 

~    
Supplying a variety of quality buildings 

designed to meet Your needs. 
Call for a FREE brochure and estimate, today! 

'< Fully Insured for your Protection 
'< High Quality Materials 
S Excellence in Design and Construction 
'< Experienced Builders of Agricultural Horse, 

Commercial And Residential Buildings 
'< Thousands of Satisfied Customers 

>Y Competitive Pricing 

-V Engineered Buildings and Kits available 

nationalbarn.com mnmvmmiwmm 
Log On! For Pricing, Photos, Brochure, FAQ ... 100 S. Mam St., Eiburn, IL - Fax: (630) 365-9312 

MOBILE HOME ROOF PROBLEMS? 
■CALIrFOIrFREE ESTIMATE 

from fSoOtiieml Builders 
'The Mobile Feme Roc-fcver Speciodisf 

♦ STEEL ROOFING 
2" - 3" INSULATION y ONE FOOT OVERHANG 

U NO MORE ROOF RUMBLE 
L LOWER UTILITY BILLS 

SLASH YOUR HEATING COST 
Heat 500 to 1000 sq. ft. for pennies a day with an energy saving 

Infra Red Heating System 
PORTABLE - 110 VOLT 

17“ 
MEMBER 

ENERGY EFFICIENT: Operates on less than a Mr Coffee per day. 
3'— 

/ Thermostat controlled 
/ Over 20 yrs. of satisfied customers 
/ Does not remove humidity from the air 

/ Filters the air 

/ 3 year warranty 
/ Energy Efficient Safe Soft Comfortable Heat 

/ A-l Insurance Rating 
/ Safe for Children and Pets 

/ Uses Electricity (not gas or oil) 
/ Top Quality Compact Oak Cabinet 

/ Put the heat where you need it 

Dealer 
Inquiries 

Invited 

MODEL 750 -Heats 500 sq. ft. 

MSRP $54900 - SALE $379°° No. Price_ 

MODEL 1500-Heats 1000 sq.ft. 
MSRP $64900 - SALE $44900 No. Price. 

NE Residents add bVz% tax. 

TOTAL 

FREE FREIGHT 
60 DAY MONEY BACK 

GUARANTEE 

FACTORY DIRECT 

SALE 
SAVE UP TO 

$2000° 

Payment Information: 
□ Check □ Discover 

Credit Card #  

Print Name  

Signature  

Credit Card 
□ Visa □ Mastercard 

Exp. Date mm _ 

T&R Distributing 
3724 Arch Ave. 
Grand Island, NE 68803 

To Order by: 

Phone: 800-491-4690 ext. 49 
Fax: 800-392-4587 

www.sunheat.info 



LOOKING M LINCOLN 
The legacy of Abraham Lincoln 

continues to thrive in Springfield, 
but with the creation of the Looking 
for Lincoln Heritage Coalition (LFL), 
communities in central Illinois have 
added their twist to his life story. 

In order to create a broader 
understanding of Lincoln and the 
era in which he lived, the coalition 
was formed in 1998 and focused on 
the stories of Lincoln that are unique 
to each site and each community. 
Throughout central Illinois, 15 com- 
munities with 29 historic sites share 
the Lincoln heritage. 

LFL offers a unique trip down his¬ 
tory lane and is more than just markers 
or statues that identify a historical 
point. On your Looking for Lincoln 
adventure you are taken to specific 
places where Lincoln was known to 
have been. At those locations, stories 
are told to offer an insight into Lincoln’s 
life and offer a better understanding of 
his friends, his family and his world. 

Regardless of how you travel 
through central Illinois, there are 

plenty of interesting places to visit 
and learn about Lincoln and his life in 
Illinois. The 15 communities in cen¬ 
tral Illinois; Beardstown, Bloomington 
and Normal, Charleston and Lerna, 
Danville, Decatur, Elkhart, Galesburg, 
Lincoln, Mahomet, Mt. Pulaski, 
Petersburg and New Salem, Pittsfield, 
Springfield, Taylorville and Vandalia, 
offer different stories into Lincoln’s life. 

From the West - Visit the oldest 
town in Illinois, which is Beardstown 
(settled in 1819). Lincoln argued many 
cases in Beardstown, including his best 
known, “The Almanac Trial.” In 1858, 
Lincoln won the sensational murder 
trial partly based on the almanac he 
produced during his arguments to 
discredit a witness’s description of the 
position of the moon on the night in 
question. 

From the South - Vandalia is 
the place where Lincoln officially 
started his political career when he was 
elected the state legislator from New 
Salem in 1834. Vandalia was the state 
capitol from 1820 to 1839 and Lincoln 

played an important part in making 
Springfield the capital. 

From the East - Macon County 
is worth a visit with many Lincoln 
“firsts.” Decatur was the first Illinois 
home of the Lincoln family. He was 
first nominated for the presidency at 
the state Republican Party convention 
and he made his first political speech 
in downtown Decatur. 

From the North - There are a 
variety of places to visit, such as the 
Bloomington and Normal areas. Outside 
of Springfield, Lincoln probably spent 
more time in Bloomington than any 
other city in central Illinois. He had 
many close political and legal associates 
from these areas, whose influence on his 
legal career and decision to run for the 
presidency were crucial to his success. 

No matter which way you travel 
into Illinois, you can’t miss the oppor¬ 
tunity to visit one of the six locations 
of the historical Lincoln-Douglas 
Debates. Lincoln and Stephen A. 
Douglas debated in six Illinois cities in 
1858 while the two were campaigning 
for the U.S. Senate: Ottawa, Freeport, 
Jonesboro, Charleston, Galesburg, 
Quincy and Alton. Although Lincoln 
lost to Douglas, the debates put Lincoln 
in the national spotlight and led to his 
presidential election two years later. 

In conjunction with the 150th 

anniversary of the debates in 2008, 
communities around the state of 
Illinois are preparing to honor those 
historical debates. 

With the help of LFL, tourists or 
those who want to learn more about 
Lincoln, no matter where in Illinois, 
can have a historical map in their pos¬ 
session to make it easier to explore 
and find hidden treasures in Lincoln’s 
home state. 

Looking for Lincoln is a grass¬ 
roots effort driven by local community 
organizations and supported by the 
Looking for Lincoln Heritage. 

Visitors can find more information 
about participating communities and 
historic sites by going to the Looking for 
Lincoln Web site at www.lookingfor 
lincoln.com or by calling 217-782-6817. 

This Lincoln family statue is outside the Lincoln Herndon Law Office State 

Historic Site. Lincoln moved his law practice to several buildings during his career 

in Springfield. This is the only building that is still standing. You can find out more 

by going to www.lookingforlincoln.com. 
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FINEST COOKING 

Celebrating 25 Years With 
Westminster Village, Inc. 

Cookie Salad (above) 
Jean Daily 

1 C. buttermilk 
1 (5-oz.) pkg. vanilla instant pudding 
l'l/2 C. crushed pineapple, drained 
1-1/2 C. mandarin oranges, drained 
1/3 of a pkg. fudge striped cookies, 

broken 
1 (8-oz.) cm. Cool Whip 

Mix together buttermilk and pudding. In 

a separate bowl, mix together pineapple, 
oranges, cookies and Cool Whip. Add all 

ingredients together, chill and serve. 

Photos by Cavrina McCulley Wagner 

Apple Cream Pie 
Helen Barclay 

Scant 3 C. apples, sliced thin 
3 T. flour 
1 C. sugar 
Cinnamon 

Place apples in an unbaked pie shell. Mix 
flour and sugar together and sprinkle over 

apples. Add half and half. Sprinkle with 

cinnamon. Dot with butter over top. Bake 
at 375° for 50-60 minutes. Note: This pie 

is also good made with fresh peaches. 

Print Ynur Favorite Recipes! 
You don’t have to tear up your copy of Illinois Country Living magazine to 

save your favorite recipes. Find these recipes, as well as your old favorites from 

past issues on our Web page, www.icl.coop. 

Gourmet Spaghetti 
Casserole 
Pauline Vinson 

1 (12-oz.) box of spaghetti 
1- 2 cans mushrooms 
1 (2-1/2 lb.) can tomatoes 
2 onions, chopped 
2 lbs. ground beef 
2- 3 green peppers, chopped 
1 can black olives, cut in half 
1 quart milk 
1 lb. cheese 
1/2 C. butter 
1/2 C. flour 

1-1/2 C. croutons 

Fry beef, drain and add onion, peppers, 

olives, mushrooms and tomatoes. Sim¬ 
mer for 40 minutes. Add olive juice and 
mushroom juice, if you need liquid. Make 

a white sauce from milk, flour, butter and 
cheese. Cook spaghetti in boiling water, 

drain and rinse with cold water. Put spa¬ 

ghetti on the bottom of a greased baking 
dish. Add meat sauce on top, add cheese 

sauce and top with croutons. Bake at 350° 

for about 30-45 minutes, or until bubbly. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 

Who: Westminster Village, Bloomington, IL 

Cost: $12.50, plus $3 shipping 

Details: Soft-backed, comb-bound 

Pages of recipes: 148 

Send Checks to: Jean Daily at 

2025 East Lincoln St., Bloomington, II61701 

or call her at 309-663-6474. 

My Son’s Favorite 
Appetizer 
Mary Ross 

1 can whole water chestnuts 
1 lb. bacon 
1 C. ketchup 
1 C. brown sugar 
Toothpicks 

Cut bacon slices into thirds. Wrap each 
piece around one water chestnut and 
secure with a toothpick (not plastic). 
Place on cookie sheet and bake at 350° 
for 30 minutes. Drain fat. Mix ketchup 
and brown sugar together. Pour over 
bacon and water chestnuts and bake 
for 30 additional minutes. 



Fruit Dip (above) 
Lyndell Brown 

1 (8oz.) pkg. cream cheese, room 
temperature 

1 Ig. jar marshmallow creme 
1-2 T. grated orange peel 

Beat cream cheese and marshmallow 
creme together. Add orange peel. Serve 
with your favorite fruit. Note: Our recipe 
editor used strawberry cream cheese and 
excluded the orange peel. 

Chocolate 
Buttermilk Cake 
Vera Blackman 

1 C. all-purpose flour 
1 C. sugar 
1/3 C. cocoa 
1 tsp. baking soda 
1/2 tsp. salt 
2/3 C. ground pecans 
1 C. non-fat buttermilk 
1/3 C. vegetable oil 
1 tsp. vanilla 
Vegetable cooking spray 
1 tsp. sifted powdered sugar 
Fresh raspberries (opt.) 

Sift flour, sugar, cocoa, baking soda and 
salt into a large bowl. Make a well in the 
center of mixture. Add buttermilk, oil, 
vanilla and pecans. Stir until smooth. 
Spoon batter into a 9-inch round cake 
pan, coated with cooking spray. Bake at 
375° for 20 minutes, or until a toothpick 
inserted comes out clean. Cool complete¬ 
ly in pan. Sprinkle lightly with powdered 
sugar and garnish with raspberries or 
strawberries, if desired. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • September 2006 

Who: Home And Community Education 
Cost: $10 each, plus $3 shipping each 

Pages of recipes: 241 
Details: Soft-backed, spiral-bound 

Contact: Phyllis Cox at 104 W. Davenport, 
Crossville, II62827 or call her 

at 618-966-3418. 

Chocolate-Mint Cheese 
Ball Mix (below) 
Jo Sutton 

2 C. semi-sweet chocolate chips 
2 C. chopped pecans 
1 C. 1-inch peppermint candies 

In a blender or food processor, finely 
grind all ingredients. Scoop about 1-1/2 
cups of mix into four separate Ziplock 
plastic baggies. Give as a gift with the 
recipe for the cheese ball attached. 

Chocolate-Mint Chip Cheese Ball 

Stir contents of this baggie into 1 
(8-oz.) pkg. softened cream cheese. Shape 
into a ball; wrap in plastic and refriger¬ 
ate until firm. To serve, let stand at room 
temperature for 20-30 minutes or until 
softened. Serve with cookies. 

Cabbage Casserole 
Doris Stinson 

1 lb. ground beef 
2 onions, chopped 
1 (28-oz.) can tomato sauce 
3 T. brown sugar 
1/2 tsp. salt 
Dash of Tabasco sauce 
3 cloves garlic 
3/4 C. uncooked Uncle Ben’s rice 
1 T. Worcestershire sauce 
1/4 tsp. pepper 
8 C. coarsely chopped cabbage 

Saute ground beef, garlic and onions. Add 
rice to skillet. Set aside. Mix remaining in¬ 
gredients (except cabbage) in a bowl. Layer 
1/2 of the cabbage in the bottom of a casse¬ 
role dish. Follow by 1/2 of the rice/meat mix 
and 1/2 of the tomato mixture. Repeat lay¬ 
ers. Bake at 350° for 1 hour and 45 minutes. 



^OMEO^ 

POWERFUL NEW ELECTRIC 
WOOD SPLITTER! 
The Amazing DR® Electric/Hydraulic WOOD 
SPLITTER handles logs up to 16" thick! 

ELECTRIC POWER 
means no loud noise or fumes, so 

you can split ANY TIME, even in a 

1 garage or basement—night or day, rain or shine! 

• POWERFUL 1800-watt electric (11 Ov) motor 

splits logs up to 16" thick with 6 TONS of hycraulic 

pressure! 

• FITS ON A WORKBENCH allowing you 

to STAND UP while splitting wood! No more sore 

back from hunching over a big gas-powered splitter! 

• TRANSPORTS EASILY on wheels like a 

piece of airline luggage...fits in almost any car trunk. 

Call Toll-Free: 

1877-200-6560 
I YES! Please rush me FREE full details of the New 
I DR® Electric/Hydraulic WOOD SPLITTER, including 
■ details of your 6 month free trial offer, low, factory-direct 
■prices, and seasonal savings now in effect. 

tfgf ~ 
't -IAddress. 

■ ZIP- 

SAVE YOUR BACK... !DR POWER EQUIPMENT, 

no more ' 
i!27 Meigs Road, Vergennes, VT 05491 

» www.DRwoodsplitter.com 

Dept. 54574X 

> 2006 CHP, Inc.I 

nee TCRMINATOR 
• 3 models cut 20", 12" and 5" trees in one bite 

* Hitches to fit most tractors and skid steer loaders 

• Built to last with a 24 month warranty 

• Swivel hitch, sprayer and grapple options 

For a free color brochure call or visit our website 

(417) 458-4350 • www.treeterminator.com 
 Grace Manufacturing « Plato, MO  

WIN THE BRUSH WAR WITH 

24’ - 75’ Clearspan 

10’-20’Side Walls Height 

Worldwide Steel Buildings 
Peculiar, MO 

1-800-825-0316* 816-779-6441 

www.worldwidebuildingsales.com 

Families Have Saved Up To 50% On Heating Costs 
And never have to buy fuel — wood, oil, gas, kerosene — ever again! 

Hydro-Sil is a unique room-by-room heating system 
that can save you hundreds of dollars in home heating 
costs by replacing old and inefficient heating. It can 
replace or supplement your electric heat, gas or oil furnace 
and woodstoves. 

Hydro-Sil represents economy in heating: inside the 
heater case is a sealed copper tube filled with a harmless 
silicone fluid. It’s permanent You’ll never run out 
“Hydro-Sil Energy Star” thermostat controls a variable watt 
hydro element that is only being supplied a proportional 
amount of power on an as-needed basis. When Hydro-Sil 
is turned on, the silicone liquid is quickly heated, and with 
its heat retention qualities, continues to heat after the Hydro 
element shuts off. Hydro-Sil’s room-by-room “Energy Star" 
digital control technology greatly increases energy savings 
and comfort. 

YOUR BENEFITS WITH HYDRO-SIL 
• Slash heating cost with Energy Star technology 
• Lifetime warranty. No service contracts 
• Safe, complete peace of mind 
• Clean, no fumes, environmentally safe 
• U.L listed 
• Preassembled — ready to use 
• No furnaces, ducts, or chimneys 
• Portable (110V) or permanent (220V) 
• Whole house heating or single room 

HERE'S WHAT OTHERS ARE SAYING... 
•F. Smalley - "A company that advertises 
the truth saved me 50% compared to my 

gas heat. I found it hard to believe until 

my power bill came. Thanks a million!" 

•R. Hanson - “I can’t begin to tell you how 

pleased I am with Hydro-Sil... the first time 

in 25 years our electric bill was reduced... 
saved $635, over 40%! ' 

•A. Gonsalves— “We replaced 20 electric 

heaters with Hydro-Sil. Wow — what a 
difference! We received a substantial 
reduction of our electric bill. I have 
recommended Hydro-Sil to many people!” 

ORDER TODAY! 
2 MODELS TO CHOOSE FROM 

220 Volt 
Permanent 

Approx. Area 
to Heat 

Discount 
Price Quantity 

81 2000 watts 250-300 s.f. $289 

61 1500 watts 180-250 s.f. $259 

5' 1250 watts 130-180 s.f. $239 

4' 1000 watts 100-130 s.f. $219 

3' 750 watts 75-100 s.f. $189 

2' 500 watts 50-75 s.f. $169 

Thermostats Call for options & exact heater needed 

110 Volt Portables 
(Thermostat Induded) 

Discount 
Price Quantity 

5' Hydro-Max 750-1500 watts $219 

4' Convector - Dual watt $179 

3' 750 watts - Silicone $179 

$15.00 shipping per heater $ 

Total Amount $ 

H Name   

|| Address  

j City St Zip  

J| Phone   

jp MasterCard or Visa Account Information: 

jP Acct #   

jl Expiration Date  

I Order today or contact us for more information 
PHONE •WEB* MAIL 

Check • MasterCard • Visa 

I 1-800-627-9276 
J| Visit our secure web site at 

i www.hydrosil.com 
| Hydro-Sil, P.O. Box, 662, 

Fort Mill, SC 29715 



MARKETPLACE 
■■■■■■■■■■■I 

EriO Sales has moved 4 miles west 
of Chatham. 9525 McMillan Rd., 
Loami. Food serve equipment, pot' 
tery wheels and kilns. 217-971-8846, 
971-8592,483-3223. 

Insulation — 4x8 sheets, foil-backed 
foam — also rolls of foil-bubble- 
pak insulation. All factory seconds. 
Contact Ken Nichols at 800-424' 
1256. 

Authorized rainbow distributor. 
Repairs, supplies and service. Living 
air purifiers. L & L Distributing, 
116 S. Van Buren St., Newton, IL 
62448.618-783-3755. 

Filter queen/defender sales, service 
and supplies. For free information, 
call 800-753-5401 or write She-N-I, 
Inc., RR 1, Allendale, IL 62410. 

Wanted: Indian Artifacts of all kinds. 
Free appraisals. 309-543-3847 
evenings or leave message. 

Vacation cabins Ohio river, Shawnee 
National Forest, Elizabethtown, IL. 
Cedar Hill River Cabins, Ohio River 
National Scenic Byway, www.cedar 
hillriverresort.com. 888-304-6319. 

Wanted to buy: Standing timber. All 
species. Pay top price. Clear or select 
cut. Call 815-434-4141. 

Argo direct amphibious vehicles. 6 
and 8 wheel true all terrain vehicles. 
618-588-4444. www.ARGODIRECT 
6X6.com. Cause your ATV don’t float 
and your boat ain’t got wheels! 

Wanted to buy: Standing timber, most 
species. Pay top prices. Call 217-285- 
2760. 

Gulf shores beach condo for rent. 
2br/2ba/wd/pool/elev. 636-477-1099. 
www.ourgulfbeachcondo.com. 

Fiberglass, corrugated, 26-inch wide. 
8-10-12 long. 8ft.-$4- 12 ft.-$6. Large 
supply. Dongola, IL. 618-827-4737. 

Midwest Bird and Animal Swap & 
Sale. Sept. 24 and Oct. 29 at Monroe 
County Fairgrounds, Waterloo, IL 
from 5:30 to Noon. 618-939-6809. 

Horseshoeing - corrective, 
therapeutic and hot/cold shoeing. 
Available evenings and weekends. 
Call 217-971-4561. 

Wanted to buy: Sassafras leaves, 
dandelions, mullein leaves, plantain, 
goldenseal, ginseng, bloodroot, other 
roots, barks, leaves, herbs. Price list. 
618-282-3267. 

Illinois Consulting Foresters, Inc. 
Timber Sales-Forest Management. 
We work for the landowner. 
www.illinoisconsultingforesters.org. 
Ph.618-526-4251. 

Woodland cabin rentals: Two fully 
equipped cabins for daily-weekly 
rental. Large pond, walking trails. 
Near Shawnee National Forest. Visit 
woodlandcabins.net or call 618-457- 
7400. 

Soybean based spray foam insulation. 
Reduce utility hills 30-40%. Covering 
Central and Western Illinois. Prairie 
State Insulation 309-371-6683 
www.biobased.net 

Visit scenic Hardin County Illinois’ 
First and Final Frontier. Borders Ohio 
River in Southern Illinois’ Shawnee 
Forest www.hardincountyil.org 618- 
287-4333 

Custom saw-milling: Your logs cut to 
order on a wood-mizer saw-mill. One 
or more. Anna, IL. 618-833-5886. 

Home improvements complete 
remodeling inside and outside. 30 
years exp (servicing Central Illinois) 
References, insurance. Call 217-627- 
3504 or cell: 217-341-7195 

Grass Fed Beef: No grain, just grass 
- all natural. Order Halves and 
Quarters now to avoid long waiting 
lists. Call 618-586-2488 or email 
beef@flying-s.com 

Bay City General Store and Riverfront 
Lodging on the Ohio River. New 
rooms, AC, Dish. Plus antiques and 
MORE, www.haycitystoreand 
lodgingohioriver.com 

Newly furnished Sarasota Condo for 
rent. 2 hr/2 bath/wd/pool. Prefer 
3-month minium stay. No smoking/ 
pets. 217-868-2237 

For Sale: Old Oak Dutch door china 
cabinet, doors with transoms wide 
baseboard and window trim. 618-752- 
5631 evenings: 618-752-6961 

Starved Rock Lodge. All season 
resort in the State Park. Indoor 
pool, internet specials and events. 
www.starvedrocklodge.com 800-868- 
7625. A great one tank trip any 

Aiwiiiiiwufflim 

Wick 
my Buildings8 

www.WickBuildings.com 

HiliMWJMlillMMB 
CALL TODAY FOR 

MORE INFORMATION 
800-356-9682 

A STRONG GREAT LOOKING BUILDING! 

How to place an ad 

1) Type or print ad neatly. 

2) Count words. Cost is $30 for up to the first 20 words. $1.50 each additional 
word. Ads with insufficient funds will not be printed. 

3) Prepayment is required. Include check or money order with ad for amount due. 
Also include address label from Illinois Country Living or other proof of Illinois 
electric cooperative membership. Only members of Illinois electric cooperatives 
may place Marketplace ads. 

4) Mail to: Illinois Marketplace. P.O. Box 3787. Springfield, IL 62708. by 
deadline. 

Deadlines: November issue - September 20; 
December issue - October 20. 

We reserve the right to reject any advertisement. Ads postmarked after the deadline will be placed in the 
next available issue. Non-members wishing to advertise should contact Denise Guttery at 800-593-2432 for 
information about display advertising. 
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“Bagging with your tractor, not your back!” 
www.LawnTractorLeafBag.com • 877-530-9084 

www. hardyheater. com 
Bates@hardyheater.com 

steel construction 
Heats home and household 
hot water 
10-year warranty 
Connects to your existing 
central duct 
or hydronic system 
Standard with bronze 
circulator pump 
and automatic draft 
combustion blower, and grates 
Units from 100,000 to 250,000 
BTU’s output 
Financing Available (new) 
Dealer Inquiries Welcome 

Hardy Manufacturing 
Company, Inc. 

12345 Road 505 
PHILADELPHIA. MS 39350 

(1-800-542-7395) 

Alaska Cruise 
Plus a land tour o£ the Pacific Northwest 

Join Other Co-Op Members May 24, June 21, 
July 5, August 16, or September 13,2007 

A Fabulous IS • Day Cruise and Tour! 
Make new friends and lifelong memories visiting the last of the 
wilderness like areas in America. YMT’s Alaska travel vacations 
offer a six-day deluxe motor coach tour of Yellowstone and 
Grand Teton National Parks, as well as highlights of Canada and 
the Pacific Northwest. In Vancouver B.C., you’ll sail on board a 
5-STAR Holland America Line Cruise ship for seven days and 
experience Alaska’s Inside Passage and see the spectacular 
glaciers, migrating whales and a wondrous maze of forested 
islands. Prices for this fabulous 15-Day vacation start at only 
$1698 (per person, double occupancy) including all taxes and 
port charges. Departs from Salt Lake City with an overnight stay 
in Seattle before returning home. Airfare is extra and starts at 
$500, Space is limited on the motor coach. $100 deposits are 
due now to reserve your tour. All $150 for June and August and 
$300 for July departure dates. 0 CM* ,bo.rd HM Am*™. u.p. 

For information, reservations and brochure call... 

Call Your Man Tours today...1-800-888-8204 

HERITAGE 
BUILDING SYSTEMS® 

Established 1979 

A Built To Last 

30’x 40’x 10’ $5,975 

40’x 60’x 12’ $10,294 

60’x 100'x 16’ $25,886 

Since 1979 Heritage Building Systems’ 
focus has been to provide the 
industry with the finest quality, best 
looking pre-engineered steel 
structures at the lowest possible price. 

1 .800.643.5555 
www.heritagebuildings.com 

Mobile Home 
Owners: ROOF KING 

Mobile Home Super Insulated 
Roof Over Systems 

40 Year Warranty 
Factory Direct From Roof King 

1 -800-748-0645 
www.roofking.net 

The andau Outlet 
END OF SUmmER CLEARANCE 

Come In Today & Check Out The Savings. 
New 2006 Landau Excaliber 

2700 Pontoon 
The Flag Ship Of The Landau Line, With 

Every Option. With 225 HP Suzuki Fuel 

Injected 4-Stroke & Trailer. 

Stock#22C606 

List $49,899 

ur Regular Discount Price $39,999 

SALE PRICE 
$ 34,999 

New 2006 Landau 250 Elite 

Deluxe Cruiser Tri-Log Pontoon 
With Suzuki 175 HP Big Block 4 -Stroke 

& Custom Tandem Trailer 

Stock#29C606 

List $39,599 

r Regular Discount Price $30,999 

SALE PRICE 
$28,999 

New 2006 Landau 22 Ft. 

Conquest Fish Pontoon 
With Suzuki DF115 Fuel-Injected 4-Stroke, 

Custom Trailer 

Our Regular Discount Price $25,699 

END OF SUMMER CLEARANCE 

SALE PRICE 

21,999 
The Nation’s #1 Landau Dealer! 

Lebanon Suzuki-Kawasaki, Inc. 

417-588-3550 

1-800-542-3846 
Hwy. 64 & Bennett St. 

Lebanon, MO 



Farm • Industrial • Commercial 
25 Year Warranty on Root & Walls: 

Prices F.O.B. Mfg. Plants: 
Seal Stamped Blue Prints: 
Easy Bolt Together Design. 

PRICES INCLUDE COLOR SIDES 

aO’xSO’x 10’ $7,999 
40’ x 60’ x 12’ $11,592 
60’ x 100' x 16’ $25,149 
80’x 100’x 16' $32,991 
100’ x 150’ x 16’ $57,999 (Local codes may affect prices) 

& GALVALUME ROOF 

Arena Special 
(roof & frame) 

100’ x 100’ x 14'...$33,805 

oil * V 
STEEL BUILDING SYSTEMS 

Fax: 940-484-6746 email: info@rhinobldg.com 
Website: http://www.RHINOBLDG.COM 

Toll Free 1-888“320_7466 

POND & LAKE LINERS 
Custom Sizes • Reinforced Material 

$.39/SQ. FT. or Less 
• STRENGTH • 

• COMMITMENT • 
• GUARANTEED CONTAINMENT • 

BEND TARP & LINER, INC. 
1-800-280-0712 

www.bendtarp.com 

LOWEST COST 
Term Life Insurance 

Issue ages through 90 

AGE $100,000 $250,000 
45 12.78 22.75 
55 16.19 31.28 
65 31.06 68.47 
Rates figured on monthly cost for female non-tobacco users. 

RAMLET & ASSOC, INC. 

(800) 933-6354 
TALIC FORM NO. 1-32207-198 

"MID-AMERICA 
Pole Barn Co. 

30 x 50 x 10 Galvalume 
$7,200.00 

Price includes material, delivery, 

construction, factory trusses, screws 
Price is subject to change without notice 

Open M - F 8 to 5 

1-866-456-0959 

ATTENTION 

DIABETIC METER 
RECALL ALERT 

So far in 2006 there have been 14 
manufacturer notifications. There 
were over 20 different Class I High 
Risk Recalls for diabetic meters 
issued by the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration in 2005. 

A Class I recall means that there 
is a reasonable chance that the 
product will cause serious health 
problems or death. Most major 
diabetic meter manufactures have 
had a recall in the past 2 years! 

YOUR CURRENT METER MAY 
BE INVOLVED IN A RECALL. 

Accuracy and consistency are 
extremely important when you test 
your blood! 

If you have Medicare call now to 
get a NO COST to you replacement 
meter and new testing supplies! 
Sorry, we are unable to help you if 
you are in an HMO. 

Call Discount Diabetic at 
1-800-865-6917. 

If you have Arthritis, Medicare will 
cover a large, moist heating pad for 
you at NO COST to you. Medicare 
will also cover vacuum therapy 
systems for erectile dysfunction. 
*Deductible and copay may apply. 

^Jiscoi 

LL 
iscount 

'iabetid 

CALL 1-800-865-6917 NOW! 

TURN A ROUGH DRIVEWAY 
INTO A SMOOTH RIDE.. 

with the patented new 
DR® POWER GRADER! 

Featuring... 
• CARBIDE STEEL 

SCARIFYING TEETH 
which are 10X longer-wearing than 
regular steel, to shave down bumps, 

washboard, and high spots. 

• REAR LEVELING BLADE 
with patented geometry, fills in 

potholes, ruts, and wash-outs with 

loosened material. 

• REMOTE CONTROL allows 

you to make precise adjustments 

from your towing vehicle. 

• POWERED ACTUATOR — 
with static holding strength of 

3000 lbs. — raises and lowers the 

scarifying teeth to suit the 

conditions at hand. 

Call Toll-Free Now: 
1-877-200-6560 
www.DRpowergrader.com 

YES! 
I 

Please rush me a 
FREE Catalog & DVD... 

with full details of the DR® POWER GRADER, 
details of your 6-month free trial offer, low, factory- 
direct prices, and seasonal savings now in effect. 

DR® POWER EQUIPMENT, Dept. 55029X 
127 Meigs Road, Vergennes, VT 05491 



Save 40% 
on your 
energy bill 

Electric co-op energy advisors recommend spray-on 
cellulose insulation over fiberglass because it: 

• Stops air infiltration 

BLUE SKY 
ENERGY 
SAVERS 
SPRAY-ON INSULATION 

• Provides consistent comfort 

• lias superior fire, pest and sound protection 

• Contains a safe anti-mildew ingredient 

• Reduces construction costs 

• Is made from 100% recycled products 

For a dealer near you, or to start your own cellulose 
insulation business call. 

(618) 346-0271, (fax)-618-346-0272 • www.bluesky-usa.com 

SANGAMON RADIANT 
WIRSBO aqua pex tubing products 
for agricultural, commercial shop 
floors and homes Made in the USA 

(217)522-3934 • FAX (217)522-3933 
Evening (217)483-3223 John D. McMillan - Owner 

2 SEAT BIKE 
DRIVES LIKE A CAR 

• Easy to Pedal 
• Mufti-Speed 
• 1, 2 & 4 Seaters 
• Optional Electric Motor 

1-800-974-6233 Ext. 9986 • www.4wc.com/9986 

RHOflPC/ CAR Dept' 9986 *125 Rhoades Lane Hendersonville, Tennessee 37075 

FUTURE STEEL BUILDINGS 
Do-It-Yourself Steel Buildings 

> Recreational Use 
■ Boat Storage 

1 30-year perforation warranty 
> Full technical support from start to finish 
1 Fully customized to meet your needs 
> Factory-direct savings 

„ Our building consultants are ready to take your call 

Ml-DOlHiCe-lillf 

K KENTUCKY 
STEEL TRUSS 

BUILDINGS 

iFREE CATALOGUE 

1-859-745-0606 
20/90 www.kstbuild.com 

24x30x8 
30x36x8 
40x48x10 
50x60x12 
60x80x12 
75x80x14 

54.595 
55.595 
S9.295 

$14,495 
$20,695 
$27,595 

New look! 
The Hobs feel 

k 
since 1986 

SMILE FOR LESS 
BASIC 

DENTURES 
(SET) 

$295 

BASIC 
CROWN 
(UNIT) 

$375 
1
 General Dentistry • Bridges • Orthodontics • Crowns • Hygiene 

NTAL CENTERS 
2 Locations! 

Drs. Hildreth & Smith 
located at 

>-AMERICA DENTAL & 
HEARING CENTER-HIGHWAY 

1-44 • Exit 44 • 1050 W. Hayward Drive 
Mt. Vernon. MO 65712 

1-800-354-1905 

Drs. Hildreth & Smith 
\ijS/ located at 
lilD-AMERICA DENTAL & 
HEARING CENTER-LOOP 

1-44 • Exit 46 • 558 E. Mt. Vernon Blvd. 
Mt. Vernon, MO 65712 
1-800-372-4554 

www. midamericaden tal. com 

“OUR BEST...FOR LESS...IN A DAY” 
This provider is not a specialist in orthodontics, crowns, bridges, or dentures: 

DON’T TAKE IT SO HARD.....' 
Physics softens your water 

like lightning treats the rain 
without electricity, salt or chemicals - for city or well water 
SoPhTec Water Conditioning System for HOME & 
AGRICULTURE. Controls hardness, calcium scale 
and corrosion. Removes existing scale. Helps control 

sulfur odor. Saves energy costs. Installs easily Maintenance and ser¬ 
vice free. Use 50% less soaps & detergents. The SoPhTec water condi¬ 
tioning system makes hard water act like soft water. 

The SoPhTec water conditioning system extends equipment life. 
Prevents scale build up, clogging of lines, fixtures and equipment. 

SoPhTec is a cost effective alternative to a salt water system. 
Total system cost for the home - $388 including shipping and handling. 

A 90 day money back guarantee plus a ten year warranty. 
To receive a free brochure and water hardness test strip, call or write: 

Call Toll Free 1-800-708-2872 
e-mail: mainline@att.net 

Carl Knight - SoPhTec Distributor 
4860 Quarry Lane, Richmond Hts., OH 44143 



DATE600K 
1 -3, Hog Days in Kewanee. Enjoy 
the “World’s Largest” Pork Chop BBQ, 
a carnival, race stampedes, a parade, en¬ 
tertainment and much more. 309-937- 
2411 or kewaneehogdays.com. 

2, Fall Music on Main Street 
in downtown Galena. Family fun for 
all ages. Dance or listen as talented 
area artists perform live music 
under the stars. 815-777-9050 or 
www.galenachamber.com. 

2-3, Once Upon A Prairie 
Storytelling Festival at the Old 
Capitol State Historic Site in Spring- 
field. A weekend of storytelling. Mama 
Edie Armstrong, Dan Keding and Lucin¬ 
da Flodin will take guests on a journey 
when they share original stories, tales 
and songs from the historic rooms of 
the Old Capitol. Free and open to 
the pubic. 217-785-7960. 

2-4, Echoes of the Past at Oak 
Hill Farm in Apple River. Take a step 
back in time. Tour the grounds of Oak 
Hill and see the vast collection of an¬ 
tique horse-drawn farming equipment 
as well as the authentic 1800s one-room 
schoolhouse, restored 1860s church, 
re-created 1800s general store and 
blacksmith shop, original 1875 summer 
kitchen and more. Demonstrations of 
plowing, threshing and field work with 
area draft horses. Enjoy homemade pie 
and free stagecoach rides. 815-594-2348. 

2-4, Mountain Mania at Chestnut 
Mountain Ski Resort in Galena. Annual 
ski gear clearance sidewalk sale. Live en¬ 
tertainment and barbeque from 2-5 p.m. 
in the beer garden. Free ski lift rides. 
800-397-1320 or www.chestnutmtn.com. 

3, St. Mary of the Assumption 
Church’s 169th Annual Pre- 
Labor Day Picnic in Sainte Marie. 
Enjoy music, games, food and beverages. 
618-455-3452. 

8-10, The 19th Annual 
Homestead Harvest Days in High¬ 
land. Tour the Latzer Homestead for $2 
per person, tour a Pet Milk factory for 
$ 1, bid on something wonderful at a 
silent auction, cruise through the craft 
show and flea market, enjoy live music, 
food and much more. 618-654-5886. 

8-10, Greene County Days 
20 miles south of Jacksonville. There’s 
something for everyone, including crafts, 
yard sales, parades, car shows, entertain¬ 
ment, food and more. 217-589-5251 or 
217-374-6645. 

1 5- 17, Antique Engine and Tractor Working Farm Show in 
Atkinson. Gates open at 6 a.m. with a farmer-style breakfast. Farmers will har¬ 
vest crops using farm technology from the 19th to the 20th century. The result 
is on of the few true “working” shows of this type in the country and a fun and 
educational experience for all ages. 309-935-6022 or snudle@theinter.com. 

8, The 16th Annual Rend Lake 
Car Show on the downtown public 
square in Benton. 4 - 8:30 p.m. The 
square will be closed to vehicle traffic 
so car enthusiasts can stroll leisurely. 
You can also visit the local antique 
stores and restaurants. 618-439-6297 
or swoodfin@accessus.net. 

1 5- 16, Crossroads Har¬ 
vest of Quilts at the Hendlemeyer 
Recreation Center in Effingham. More 
than 150 quilts will be on display 
made by area quilters, including quilts 
made by children 13 and younger. 
Vendors, door prizes, food and more. 
Admission is $3 for adults and $1 for 
kids age 5-13. 217-739-2250. 

14, Murder Mystery Matinee 
“Bullet Points” at Starved Rock Lodge 
in Utica. You may find yourself in the 
middle of a murder at this interactive the¬ 
ater production. And one lucky guest who 
follows along closely will win an overnight 
stay at Starved Rock Lodge. Includes a de¬ 
licious hot lunch buffet. $24.95 per person. 
800-868-7625 ext. 386. 

16, The 20th Annual South¬ 
ern Illinois Women’s Health 
Conference at John A. Logan College 
in Carterville. The keynote speaker is 
Joe Piscatella. Blood tests, health screen¬ 
ings, exhibits and breakout sessions are 
part of the day’s activities. Pre-registra¬ 
tion is required and the cost is $35. 
618-985-9210 or www.w4hw.com. 

1 6- 17, Garlic Festivale in 
Galena. A celebration of delicious food, 
music, dance, arts and crafts and cama¬ 
raderie for garlic aficionados. Sampling 
and tasting of garlic foods cooked by area 
chefs. Arts and crafts. 815-777-9625 or 
www.galenagarlic.com. 

1 6-24, Wayne City Bean 
Days in Wayne City. A quilt show, a 
parade, food, a flea market, a car, truck 
and tractor show, bingo, a rodeo and 
more, www.beandays.com. 

23-24, Past To Present Fes¬ 
tival at the Saline County Fairgrounds 
in Harrisburg. Admission is $ 1 per car. 
Enjoy food, a flea market, crafters, an¬ 
tiques, wagon rides, a petting zoo, a buck 
skinner’s camp, a heritage demonstra¬ 
tion, washer pitching, children’s games 
and an old fashioned tent meeting. 
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1 6- 1 0/3 1 v Pumpkin 
Works on the Staley farm 11 miles 
southeast of Paris on Lower Terre 
Haute Road. Come to the farm and 
relax on a 50 minute hayride through 
the beautiful woods. New this year 
is a hayride through the creek to a 
secluded “you pick” pumpkin patch 
and a walking trail through a nature 
preserve. Mazes for all ages and abili¬ 
ties; pumpkin sling shot; a haunted 
dungeon and more. Make a day of it 
and reserve a private fire for a weenie 
roast. The harvest tent has all your 
fall decorating needs: gourds (fresh 
and dried), squash, Indian corn, pop¬ 
corn, sunflower seeds and pumpkins. 
Savor an ice cream cone or a piece of 
fudge as you browse the general store 
for gifts. Snacks and drinks will be 
available. Free admission and lots of 
free activities for young children. No 
pets, please. 217-275-3327 or 
www.pumpkinworks.com. 

23 v Jo Daviess County As^ 
sociation for Home and Com- 
munity Education’s 51st Annual 
Old Market Day on the Old Market 
Square in Galena. 9 a.m.-4 p.m. A turn 
of the century open air market with 
produce, jams and jellies, homemade 
breads and pastries, flowers and more. 
815-858-3392. 

26 p Public Tiger Feeding at 
Miller Park Zoo in Bloomington. Watch 
as the zookeepers feed the tiger. Free 
with a regular paid admission. 309-434- 
2250 or www.millerparkzoo.org. 

28-1 O/1 p Barry Apple 
Festival at the town park in Barry. 
This event begins Thursday evening at 
6:30 p.m. and ends Sunday afternoon 
at 4 p.m.. Activities include contests, a 
carnival, a car show, concessions stands, 
a big parade, crafts, a pet show, dinners, 
an apple pie contest, historic crafts, a 
church service and more. 217-335-2108. 

30 9 Annual Fall Craft and 
Food Festival at the University of 
Illinois Extension Building #30 at the 
Illinois State Fairgrounds in Springfield. 
9 a.m.-3p.m. Free. 217-483-5997. 

30 9 Flora Academic Foundation Annual Appleknocker Festival in- 
and-around Flora High School and Washington School in Flora. 10 a.m.-4 p.m. The 
day begins with the Jerry Jennings Memorial 5K and 1 Mile run at 8:30 a.m. Festival 
activities get underway at 10 a.m. All entertainment is free to the public and includes 
the St. Louis Irish Arts Singers and Dancers; Ricky & Franky, a rock and soul show 
with live dancing and signature acrobatics; Taylor Ware, America’s yodeling sweet¬ 
heart; Local All-Star Children’s Theater Group, with an abbreviated presentation of 
The Wizard of Oz and much more. A variety of food will also be available. 

Illinois Country Living publishes event listings as space allows, giving preference to events of regional or statewide interest. 
Event listings are provided by the event sponsors and the Illinois Bureau of Tourism. The magazine assumes no responsibility 
for the accuracy of information submitted for publication and advises calling ahead to confirm dates and times. To be con¬ 
sidered for inclusion, send listings and photographs (If sending photographs please include self-addressed stamped envelope) to 
Illinois Datebook, Illinois Country Living, PO Box 3787, Springfield, IL 62708-3787. The November deadline is September 15. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 



Evening Majesty 

Shown much smaller than actual 
size of appr. 15Ji inches wide. 

Includes built-in hanging device. 

by Thomas Kinkade 

©2005 Thomas Kinkade, The 
Thomas Kinkade Company, 

Morgan Hill, CA 

collectiblestoday. com 
Home of The Bradford Exchange and All Things Collectible 

©2005 BGE 01-02444-001-Bl 

RESERVATION APPLICATION 

THE BRADFORD EXCHANGE 
9345 Milwaukee Avenue • Niles, IL 60714-1393 

T H lF COLLECTING’ 

Please reserve the “Evening Majesty” sculp¬ 

ture for me as described in this announcement. 

Limit: one per order. 

Signature_ 

Mr. Mrs. Ms. 

Address  

Name (Please Print Clearly) 

! State Zip  

01-02444-001-E38591 
I *Plus a total of $6,99 shipping and service. Illinois residents add state sales tax. 
I Prices higher in Canada. A limited-edition presentation restricted to 295 casting 
I days. Allow 4-8 weeks after initial payment for delivery. All sales are subject to 
| product availability and order acceptance. 

The breathtaking art of the 
Painter of Light™ is showcased on 

the wings of an impressively- 
^ sized sculptural eagle M 

Welcome to Thomas Kinkade's wilderness, a heart-stirring place of natural 
beauty where a cozy cabin awaits your footsteps amid the wonders of nature. 
The artist’s panoramic vistas have never been more powerfully framed than 
here in the mighty wings of the eagle. 

The first Eagle’s View collectible from Thomas Kinkade 
This exhilarating vision comes to life in a grandly scaled sculpture of a bald 
eagle descending from an evening flight. Meticulous handcrafting and 
handpainting capture each natural detail and convey the power of the king 
of the skies. In its 15 inch wingspan discover a panoramic portrait of a 
wilderness haven from America’s most collected living artist, Thomas 
Kinkade. 

Each edition is one of a kind and strictly limited. Order yours today! 
Strong demand is expected for the limited edition, so act now to acquire 
this first edition from Thomas Kinkade at the $49-95* issue price, payable in 
3 installments of $16.65 each, and backed by our 365-day money-back guar¬ 
antee. Send no money now. Just mail the Reservation Application today. 

Created from an 
original work by 
Thomas Kinkade 



Geothermal information available at www.geocomfort.com 

THE PRODUCE FROM OUR 
E ONLY 

BENEFIT WE GET FROM 
THE GROUND! 

DEALERS: 
Advantage Comfort Systems 

Paxton, IL, 217-379-6305 
Bratcher Heating & Air Conditioning, Inc. 

Bloomington/Normal, IL, 309-454-1611 
Brennan Heating & Cooling 
Jacksonville, IL, 217-245-7181 

Bryan’s Heating & A/C 
Murphysboro, IL, 618-684-6002 
C & K Heating & Cooling 

Lebanon, IL 618-537-9528 
Climate Company, Inc. 
Breese, IL, 618-526-2135 

Davis Electric 
Rushville, IL, 217-322-6677 

Ernst Heating & Cooling 
Hamel, IL, 618-633-2244 

Fowler Heating & Cooling 
Marion, IL, 618-997-5288 

Henson Robinson Company 
Springfield, IL, 217-544-8451 

Jenter, Inc. 
Watseka, IL, 815-432-3501 

Jesse Heating and Air Conditioning 
Decatur, IL, 217-422-1744 

Champaign, IL, 217-352-8511 
Johnson Heating & A/C 
Kewanee, IL 309-852-2610 

Long Heating & Cooling 
Macomb, IL, 309-837-4303 

Markley Heating & Cooling 
Bushnell, IL, 309-772-2631 

Neuhaus Heating & A/C 
Litchfield, IL, 217-324-2818 

R. Bedal Heating & Cooling 
Plano, IL, 630-552-1609 

R & H Plumbing & Heating, Inc. 
Altamont, IL, 618-483-6159 

Rightnowar HVAC 
Keenes, IL 618-732-8268 

Scranton Refrigeration 
Mt. Sterling, IL, 217-773-2626 

Service Pro 
Galesburg, IL, 309-341-0791 

South Side Hardware 
Greenfield, IL, 217-368-2705 

Stevens Heating & Air Conditioning 
Quincy, IL, 217-222-5220 

Tarter Bros. Mechanical 
Lincoln, IL, 217-735-4117 

Weeke Sales & Service 
Okawville, IL, 618-243-5333 

Weidner Refrigeration, Inc. 
Divernon, IL, 217-628-3400 

Geothermal Heating, Cooling, and Hot 
Water Comfort Systems 

Geothermal systems provide us with a 
bountiful harvest of heating and cooling 
energy any day of the year. Propane 
and natural gas prices are on a dramatic 
increase and a GeoComfort geothermal 
system can provide you with a 
permanent “locked-in” low energy 
cost. It’s like owning your own power 
plant. 

Installing a geothermal heating and 
cooling system can save over 70% on 
monthly utility bills that use propane 
or natural gas. 

Designed to transfer the Earth’s free 
energy from the ground to your home, 
geothermal systems by GeoComfort will 
reduce your heating and cooling costs 
while improving your home comfort. 
GeoComfort heating and cooling 
systems use leading technology to 
produce top efficiencies in the HVAC 
industry. 

GeoComfort’s network of knowledgeable 
dealers can help you save up to 70% on 
your heating and cooling bills. We 
would be glad to help you with all your 
geothermal questions and needs. 


