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DEALERS: 
Advantage Comfort Systems 

Paxton, IL, 217-379-6305 

Bratcher Heating & Air Conditioning, Inc. 
Bloomington/Normal, IL, 309-454-1611 

Brennan Heating & Cooling 
Jacksonville, IL, 217-245-7181 

Bryan’s Heating & A/C 
Murphysboro, IL, 618-684-6002 

C & K Heating & Cooling 
Lebanon, IL 618-537-9528 

Climate Company, Inc. 
Breese, IL, 618-526-2135 

Davis Electric 
Rushville, IL, 217-322-6677 

Ernst Heating & Cooling 
Hamel, IL, 618-633-2244 

Fowler Heating & Cooling 
Marion, IL, 618-997-5288 

Henson Robinson Company 
Springfield, IL, 217-544-8451 

Jenter, Inc. 
Watseka, IL, 815-432-3501 

Jesse Heating and Air Conditioning 
Decatur, IL, 217-422-1744 

Champaign, IL, 217-352-8511 

Johnson Heating & A/C 
Kewanee, IL 309-852-2610 

Long Heating & Cooling 
Macomb, IL, 309-837-4303 

Neuhaus Heating & A/C 
Litchfield, IL, 217-324-2818 

R & H Plumbing & Heating, Inc. 
Altamont, IL, 618-483-6159 

Rightnowar HVAC 
Keenes, IL 618-732-8268 

Scranton Refrigeration 
ML Sterling, IL, 217-773-2626 

Service Pro 
Galesburg, IL, 309-341-0791 

South Side Hardware 
Greenfield, IL, 217-368-2705 

Stevens Heating & Air Conditioning 
Quincy, IL, 217-222-5220 

Tarter Bros. Mechanical 
Lincoln, IL, 217-735-4117 

Weeke Sales & Service 
Okawville, IL, 618-243-5333 

Weidner Refrigeration, Inc. 
Divernon, IL, 217-628-3400 

THE PRODUCE FROM OUR 
GARDEN IS NOT THE ONLY 

BENEFIT WE GET FROM 
THE GROUND! 

Geothermal systems provide us with a 
bountiful harvest of heating and cooling 
energy any day of the year. Propane 
and natural gas prices are on a dramatic 
increase and a GeoComfort geothermal 
system can provide you with a 
permanent “locked-in” low energy 
cost. It’s like owning your own power 
plant. 

Installing a geothermal heating and 
cooling system can save over 70% on 
monthly utility bills that use propane 
or natural gas. 

Designed to transfer the Earth’s free 
energy from the ground to your home, 
geothermal systems by GeoComfort will 
reduce your heating and cooling costs 
while improving your home comfort. 
GeoComfort heating and cooling 
systems use leading technology to 
produce top efficiencies in the HVAC 
industry. 

GeoComfort’s network of knowledgeable 
dealers can help you save up to 70% on 
your heating and cooling bills. We 
would be glad to help you with all your 
geothermal questions and needs. 

Geothermal information available at www.geocomfort.com 



NASHVILLE NORTH USA- 
Proof that big things come in small packages. 
For 30 years, big country names have 
made their way to the Nashville North 
stage. Find out how this small venue 
competes with the large arenas and 
stadiums in surrounding towns. 

Published by 
Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives 
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Springfield, IL 62712 
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= Seeing the Future of Illinois' Ag Industry 
C-FAR research program engages all stakeholders 

£ 

C-FAR's research portfolio 
encompasses a broad spectrum 

of research - agricultural 
markets, rural economic 
development, agriculture 

production systems, human 
nutrition, food safety, natural 

resources and the environment. 

Picture the following realities in the early 1990s. 
Food and agricultural research at our state’s 

universities was being conducted with little 
meaningful input from the private sector. There 
was limited understanding and cooperation of 
research among the universities. The research 
program at Illinois’ land grant institution was vastly 
under-funded by the state and there was literally 
no such investment to the other universities’ food 
and agricultural programs. And lastly, because there 
was no meaningful role being served by the private 
sector, university-based research was largely viewed 
as a mysterious activity. 

In response to this bleak situation, a cadre of 
food, agricultural and rural leaders convened and 
determined that research at state universities and 
elsewhere should no longer be neglected. They 
envisioned a better system, and the Illinois Council 
on Food and Agricultural Research (C-FAR) was 
bom. 

C-FAR’s mission is two-fold: to secure adequate 
public funding for food and agricultural research 
and to meaningfully engage industry stakeholders 
in the research-priority setting process. While 
reference is often made to “food and agricultural” 
research, it is important to note that C-FAR’s 

research portfolio encom¬ 
passes a broad spectrum 
of research - agricultural 
markets, rural economic 
development, agriculture 
production systems, human 
nutrition, food safety, 
natural resources and the 
environment. 

Today, C-FAR enjoys 
the support and mem¬ 
bership of 61 statewide 
organizations representing 
millions of Illinois citizens, 
35 university and related 

entities and many individual members. 
C-FAR’s first efforts were concentrated on 

increasing the state’s investment in food and agricul¬ 
tural research. This was absolutely necessary because 
in the early to mid-1990s, Illinois ranked 26th in 

the nation for research investment. This was not 
appropriate for a state that typically ranks in the top 
five states in cash income from agriculture, crop cash 

receipts and total value of farm real estate. Thanks 
to the State of Illinois working with the food and 
agricultural industry, Illinois has since improved its 
funding capacity through the C-FAR appropriation. 

Illinois’ (publicly-funded) research is the 
foundation for economic advancement in rural com¬ 
munities and their food and agricultural enterprises. 
Through C-FAR members, a spotlight is now 
focused on identifying and pursuing coordinated 
research, which is practical in nature and returns 
direct benefits. 

Some such research might be subtle; maybe it 
is a study to underpin the decision for a significant 
economic development initiative in a downstate 
rural community. Or, it could be research that grabs 
state headlines, such as solving a potentially devas¬ 
tating soybean disease that could have crippled our 
state’s soybean crop. 

Research is no longer taking place with¬ 
out thoughtful consideration. Through an 
unprecedented partnership, C-FAR members, the 
State of Illinois research professionals have joined 
hands to ensure that challenges and opportunities 
facing our state’s food and agricultural sectors are 
being addressed through sound research. Today, for 
example, an economic development professional 
from Shelby County, a corn grower from DeWitt 
County and a researcher from the University of 
Illinois are literally at the same table identifying the 
most critical research that will positively impact our 
state’s rural and agricultural communities. 

While once unheard of, today such engage¬ 
ments by stakeholders in helping set research 
directions is simply “good business” being carried 
out in Illinois. The focus for this good business is 
not on the C-FAR organization. Rather, it is aptly 
on the partnerships it has created and the oppor¬ 
tunities being seized that such a partnership allows 
for. Indeed, doing so has de-mystified research and 
positively transformed our state’s research programs. 

Learn more about C-FAR and its research 
programs by visiting our Web site at www.ilcfar.org. ■ 

Kraig A. Wagenecht is Executive 
Administrator of the Illinois Council on 
Food and Agricultural Research (C-FAR). 

The opinions and views of guest commen¬ 
tators are their own and may not represent 
those of the Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives or the electric co-ops of Illinois. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 



Choos# Life 
Gr w Young with HGH 

From the landmark book Grow Young with 
HGH comes the most powerful, over-the- 
counter health supplement in the history of 
man. Human growth hormone was first 
discovered in 1920 and has long been thought 
by the medical community to be necessary 
only to stimulate the body to full adult size 
and therefore unnecessary past the age of 20. 
Recent studies, however, have overturned this 
notion completely, discovering instead that 
the natural decline of Human Growth 
Hormone (HGH), from ages 21 to 61 (the 
average age at which there is only a trace left 
in the body) and is the reason why the the 
body ages and fails to regenerate itself to its 
25 year-old biological age. 

Like a picked flower cut from the source, we 
gradually wilt physically and mentally and 
become vulnerable to a host of degenerative 
diseases, that we simply weren’t susceptible 
to in our early adult years. 

Modem medical science now regards aging as 
a disease that is treatable and preventable and 
that “aging”, the disease, is actually a 
compilation of various diseases and 
pathologies, from everything, like a rise in 
blood glucose and pressure to diabetes, skin 
wrinkling and so on. All of these aging 
symptoms can be stopped and rolled back by 
maintaining Growth Hormone levels in the 
blood at the same levels HGH existed in the 
blood when we were 25 years old. There is a 
receptorsite in almost every cell in the human 

body for HGH, so its regenerative and healing 
effects are very comprehensive. 

Growth Hormone first synthesized in 1985 
under the Reagan Orphan drug act, to treat 
dwarfism, was quickly recognized to stop 
aging in its tracks and reverse it to a 
remarkable degree. Since then, only the 
lucky and the rich have had access to it at the 
cost of $20,000 US per year. 

Many in holly wood’s glamour sets, who never 
seem to age like you or I, have a special 
secret to tell, and even space pioneer and US 
Senator John Glen stays vital with HGH. 

The next big breakthrough was to come in 
1997 when the American Anti-aging Society, 
a group of doctors and scientists, developed 
an all-natural source product which would 
cause your own natural HGH to be released 
again and do all the remarkable things it did 
for you in your 20’s. Now available to every 
adult for about the price of a coffee and donut 
a day. 

GHR now available n America, just in time 
for the aging Baby Boomers and everyone 
else from age 30 to 90 who doesn’t want to 
age but would rather stay young, beautiful 
and healthy all of the time. 

The new HGH releasers are winning converts 
from the synthetic HGH users as well, since 
GHR is just as effective, is oral instead of 

self-injectable and is very affordable. 

GHR is a natural releaser, has no known side 
effects, unlike the synthetic version and has 
no known drug interactions. Progressive 
doctors admit that this is the direction 
medicine is seeking to go, to get the body to 
heal itself instead of employing drugs. GHR 
is truly a revolutionary paradigm shift in 
medicine and, like any modem leapfrog 
advance, many others will be left in the dust 
holding their limited, or useless drugs and 
remedies. 

It is now thought that HGH is so comprehen¬ 
sive in its healing and regenerative powers 
that it is today, where the computer industry 
was twenty years ago, that it will displace so 
many prescription and non-prescription drugs 
and health remedies that it is staggering to 
think of. 

The president of BIE Health Products, the 
American distributor, stated in a recent 
interview,‘T’ve been waiting for these 
products since the 70’s. We knew they would 
come, if only we could stay healthy and live 
long enough to see them! If you want to stay 
on top of your game, physically and mentally 
as you age, this product is a boon, especially 
for the highly skilled professionals who have 
made large investments in their education, 
and experience. Also with the failure of 
Congress to honor our seniors with pharma¬ 
ceutical coverage policy, it’s more important 
than ever to take pro-active steps to safeguard 
your health. Continued use of GHR will 
make a radical difference in your health, 
HGH is particularly helpful to the elderly 
who, given a choice, would rather stay 
independent in their own home, strong 
healthy and alert enough to manage their own 
affairs, exercise and stay involved in their 
communities. Frank, age 85 walks two miles 
a day, plays golf, belongs to a dance club for 
seniors, has a girl friend again and doesn’t 
need Viagra, passed his drivers test and is 
hardly ever home when we call-GHR 
delivers. 

HGH is known to reverse Hemorrhoids, 
Multiple Sclerosis, Ankylosing Spondylitis, 
Macular Degeneration, Cataracts, Colitus, 
Fibromyalgia, Angina, Chronic Fatigue, 
Diabetes, Hepatitis C. Rheumatoid Arthritis, 
High Blood Pressure, Sciatica, helps Kidney 
Dialysis and heart and stroke recovery. 

For more information or to 
order call 1-877-849-4777 

www.biehealth.us 

© copyright 2000 

•s-s'" The Reverse Aging Miracle 
RELEASE YOUR OWN GROWTH HORMONE AND ENJOY: 

Improved sleep & emotional stability 
Increased energy & exercise endurance 
Loss of body fat 
Increased bone density 
Improved memory & mental alertness 
Increased sexual potency 
Increased muscle strength & size 
Reverse baldness & color restored 

1 Regenerates Immune System 

»Strengthened heart muscle 
• Controlled cholesterol 
• Normalizes blood pressure 
• Controlled mood swings 
•Wrinkle disappearance 
• Reverse many degenerative 
disease symptoms 

• Heightened five senses awareness 
• Increased skin thickness & texture 

This program will make a radical difference in your health, 
appearance and outlook. In fact we are so confident of the 

difference GHR can make in your life we offer a 100% 
refund on unopened containers. 

1-877-849-4777 
heard on 

Radio nn 

Dr. Don Joh«s 

www.biehealth.us 
BIE Health Products 

3840 East Robinson Road 
Box 139 

Amherst, NY 14228 

A PRODUCT OF 
THE AMERICAN 

ANTI-AGING SOCIETY 

DIV 2037839 ON 
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Zero-Interest Loons and Grants Available 

Stay Inside Until Help Arrives 

of Illinois Electric Cooperatives 
in Springfield. 

The zero-interest loans for up 
to $750,000 can be made to elec¬ 
tric or telephone co-ops. Then 
the loan funds are re-loaned to 
a third party for job creation 
and sustainable rural economic 
development projects. 

The grant funds can be used 
to set up a revolving loan fund 
that co-ops can use to fund 
non-profit entities’ community 
development projects. 

Ron Firkins, Business 
Programs Director for USDA, 
Rural Development, says, “We’d 
like to see more of these funds 
come back to Illinois through 
the Illinois electric cooperatives. 
Projects must create jobs or 
improve the quality of life in rural 
areas.” For more information go 
to www.rurdev.usda.gov/il or con¬ 
tact Firkins at (217) 403-6217 or 
Ronald.Firkins@il.usda.gov. 

Instincts tell us to flee danger. Unfortunately, in 
vehicle accidents that involve power lines, these 

natural inclinations can lead to tragic results. 
If your car hits a power pole, or if after a storm 

you run into downed power lines, Safe Electricity 
urges you to stay inside the vehicle until help 
arrives. Getting out of the vehicle, with few 
exceptions, is the wrong thing to do until the line 
has been de-energized. 

“You are almost always better off to stay in 
the car, especially if the line is in contact with the 
vehicle,” says Molly Hall, Executive Director of 
the Safe Electricity program. “Call for help and 
warn others to stay away. It is always best to wait 
until linemen arrive at the scene before exiting the 
vehicle.” 

The only exception would be if fire or other 
danger, like the smell of gasoline, is present. In that 
case, the proper action is to jump - not step - with 
both feet hitting the ground at the same time. Jump 
clear, without touching the vehicle and ground 
at the same time. Shulfle or hop to safety keeping 
both feet together as you leave the area. It sounds 
silly but there is a reason for shuffling or hopping. 

Illinois electric cooperative 
leaders learned how to access 

job creation loan and grant 
funds through the USDA 

Rural Economic Development 
Loan and Grant Application 
(REDLG) program at a meeting 
held in April at the Association 

Ron Firkins (left), Business Programs Director for USDA, Rural 
Development, talks with Dave Hawkinson, Director of Marketing for Com 
Belt Energy, about possible rural development loan and grant projects. Using 
the USDA REDLG program electric cO'Ops have made zero-interest loans 
for local ambulance, airport, school and hospital improvement projects. 

Like the ripples in a pond or lake, the voltage 
diminishes the farther out it is from the source. 
Stepping from one voltage level to another allows 
the body to become a path for that electricity. ■ 

After a storm, stay away from downed power lines and 
be alert to the possibility that tree limbs or debris may 
hide an electrical hazard. Treat all downed or hanging 
power lines as if they are energized. Warn others to 

stay away and contact the electric utility. 

rFi:. 



Children's Book By Electric Cooperative 
Employee Released For Father's Day 
Scholastic Inc., the nation’s largest publisher of children’s books, published a hard¬ 

cover book this past spring written by an electric cooperative employee. The book, 

“Up On Daddy’s Shoulders,” will be released before Father’s Day, June 18. Its theme 

centers around a boy’s special bond with his father. 

“Up On Daddy’s Shoulders” was written by Matt Berry, Member Services 

Manager at Midwest Electric, St. Marys, OH. This is Berry’s first children’s book 

and first manuscript submission. From 1992 to 2000, Berry was Communications 

Director and Vice President at Great Lakes Energy Cooperative (formerly O&A 

Electric Cooperative). He has been with Ohio’s Midwest Electric since 2000. 

Feeling taller than his big brother, his house and the giraffes at the zoo, a little 

boy spends the day on his daddy’s shoulders as they go for a walk around their 

neighborhood. The sweet story of a little boy and his daddy is brought to life by I  

Lucy Corvino’s classic, vivid illustrations. 

“Up On Daddy’s Shoulders” is available in-stores and on-line at major 

outlets such as Barnes & Noble, Borders, Wal-Mart, Target, Amazon.com and Scholastic.com 

w 

Shouldere 

1 
sv Matt Berry ■ \ 
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Tips for Your 
Retirement As people live longer, prescrip¬ 

tion drug costs continue to 
rise, and Social Security looks 
less promising. People need to be 
more realistic about the amount of 
money they’ll need for retirement. 
While the rule of thumb for post 
retirement income has traditionally 
been 65 percent of your salary 
when you were working, experts 
now say it could well be more than 
that. Here are some suggestions for 
retirement planning: 
• Participate as much as you pos¬ 

sibly can in your employer’s 
retirement plan, especially if the 
company matches some or the 
entire amount you pay in. 

• Although you may feel your 
home is a good investment, 
downsizing to a smaller place 
could cut your retirement living 
expenses. 

• Make sure you have named your 
legal beneficiaries, especially if 
you have a blended family or are 
divorced. 

• Consider continuing to work 
- even part time. 

• Be sure to calculate inflation 
into the value of your savings. 

• Be sure to include prescrip¬ 
tion costs in your savings 
calculations. 

Source: www.fidelity.com 

Dog Days of Summer 
Safety for Dogs 

V 

At this time of year, our thoughts turn to 
shedding our winter clothing, putting on a 

pair of shorts and kicking back outside. Follow 
these safety tips to make this season safe and 

enjoyable for you and your pet. 
“First on the list of things to avoid is having 

your dog ride in the back of an open pick-up truck,” 
says Dr. Sheila McCullough, Veterinarian and Director 

of the Emergency Service and Intensive Care Unit at the 
University of Illinois Veterinary Medicine Teaching Hospital at 
Urbana. “Deaths and injuries resulting from transporting dogs this way 
are completely preventable.” 

Another warm weather “don’t” is to put your dog at risk of heat 
stroke. Heat stroke is caused by excessive heat and humidity combined 
with an inadequate water supply. Dogs can quickly overheat, especially 
if they have a dark or heavy coat. Your dog may begin to drink more 
water as the temperature rises, so it’s important to keep clean, fresh 
water available at all times. If overheating occurs, hosing down your 
pet with cool water and offering cold water to drink are the first steps 
in treating this problem. However, you should never force water into 
your dog; your dog will drink when ready. 

Source: Joseph Hahn, University of Illinois 
College of Veterinary Medicine. ■ 
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The U.S. Department of Energy Celebrates / 
Illinois Rural Electric Cooperative ! 
for its Leadership in Wind 
Congratulations to Illinois Rural Electric Cooperative, winner of the 2005 
Wind Cooperative ofthe Year Award. We join consumer-owned utilities 
across the country to honor IREC for leadership, demonstrated success and 
innovation in its wind power program — the first in Illinois. 
Wind Powering America is a program of DOE's Office of Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy. ..mm i 
Its goal is to dramatically increase wind energy use nationwide to achieve targeted regional •fcr 
economic development, enhanced power generation options, improved environmental conditions, 
increased domestic energy supply and national security. \ ' 1, \ ' 

f 
Visit www.WindPoweringAmerica.gov 

DOE's Wind Powering America program sponsors this award in conjunction with the National Electric 
Cooperative Association and the Cooperative Research Network. 

US DA mm* 
■■■■■■ OvwtapmefR wS vAf ,'!■ 

— 

: National Rural Electric 
' Cooperative Association 

Energy Upgrades — Installing Better Light Fixtures The light fixtures in most of our 
homes were designed to hold stan¬ 

dard incandescent bulbs. We’re all 
familiar with the threaded base on 
these bulbs since the common “Edison 
base” was invented more than 100 
years ago by the famous inventor 
Thomas Edison. This illustrates just 

how old-fashioned this lighting system 
is. 

The standard incandescent light 
bulb creates light by heating a thin 
filament until it glows white-hot. 
This primitive process produces more 
than 90 percent heat and less than 10 
percent light. Luckily, we now have a 

Dedicated compact fluorescent lamp (CFL) fixtures are designed with high-efficiency 

reflectors that direct an even and pleasant swath of light into the room. Best of all 

they save energy and produce less heat. 

simple and cheap alternative: compact 
fluorescent lamps that use about one- 
quarter the energy of incandescents. 

You can buy compact fluorescent 
lamps (CFLs) just about anywhere 
these days. Many screw right in to the 
standard Edison base, allowing you 
to keep your existing light fixtures. 
But the best way to improve the 
efficiency and quality of your lighting 
is by installing new fixtures that are 
designed specifically for CFLs. These 
dedicated fixtures use special CFLs 
with a pin-type base, and they include 
a built-in ballast that replaces the 
bulky ballast found at the base of 
screw-in CFLs. 

You can buy dedicated CFL fixtures 
for every application. When you’re 
ready to install them, you should hire 
a licensed electrician to do the work 
unless you are familiar with home 
wiring. Once you have them installed, 
you’ll begin saving energy and money 
right away. 

Source: Chris Dorsi 
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‘mming Pool Safe 
By Stacy SlAtton,, 1CL Intern The National Safety Council (NSC) celebrates Safety 

Month in June. This includes everything from driv¬ 
ing safety to home and community safety. With the 

hot summer months already underway, it’s no surprise 
that swimming pool safety is also a focus. 

During the heat of the summer many people elect to 
spend their time cooling down and playing with friends 
and family in the pool. This can be a great way to relax 
and avoid the heat, but it’s important to learn pool safety 
to avoid accidents. 

According to the Consumer Product Safety Com¬ 
mission, drowning is the cause of more than 4,000 deaths 
annually and is a leading cause of death for children under 
five. This doesn’t mean you should tear down your pool or 
throw away plans for a future pool; it just shows you should be 
informed of the dangers that come with owning this recreational 
summer staple. 

Being informed is the best protection you can have when it comes to 
pools. An informational Web site for children can be found at 
www.SplashZoneUSA.com. At Splash Zone Sonny the “friendliest fish” and Bubbles 
the “hot tub buddy” interactively teach children about safety around pools and hot tubs. 

Many helpful Web sites give parents facts and safety information about the dangers of pools. 
It’s important to remember that when a child falls into the pool there’s no splashing around. Drown¬ 
ing is a silent death. If a child does fall into the pool it’s imperative that the person who finds him or her 
starts CPR immediately. 

The NSC and the American Academy of Pediatrics have useful tips to help childproof the pool and keep your 
children safe: 

Although it sounds like owning a pool is very dangerous, with the right amount of safety awareness 
pools can be very enjoyable. So kick back and have fun in the pool this summer, but remember to put 
safety first. 

Never leave children unattended. It takes adults about two minutes to drown, but it only takes a child 
20 seconds. If you have to leave the area, take the children with you. 
Remove toys in and around the pool when not in use. Toys can attract children to the pool. 
Barriers can offer added protection against drowning. Put up a fence to block the pool from the house. The 
fence should be more than four feet high and have latches on gates higher than your children can reach. 
Power or manual covers will completely cover a pool and block access to the water. 
Keep rescue equipment (such as a shepherd’s hook or life preserver) and a telephone within easy reach of 
the pool. 
Sign up your children for swimming lessons, but remember that this won’t make them “drown-proof.” 
Learn CPR and how to rescue a child if needed. 
Watch for overhead power lines when swimming and using equipment to clean out the pool, 

electronics away from the water to avoid electrocution. 
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^vonne Craig was the actress best known in her role as Batgirl from the 1960s TV 

series Batman. Edward Mills Purcell was an American physicist who shared the 

1952 Nobel Prize in Physics for his independent discovery of nuclear magnetic 

resonance in liquids and in solids. Jon Corzine is the current Governor of 

New Jersey. And Allis on Curtin is a Women’s National Basketball 

Association (WNBA) player. So, what do these people all have 

in common? They were born and raised in the rural 

town of Taylorville, 111. 

Surprised? You shouldn’t be. 
Because there’s an even longer list of 
famous people who got their start in 
Taylorville. And of that list, many 
were up and coming country stars 
who made their debut at Taylorville’s 
very own Nashville North USA. 

Built in 1976 by Bill Mann, 
Nashville North was established as 
a venue for up and coming country 
stars to shine. Thirty years, and four 
owners later, it remains that way. 
Current owners, Mike and Sandy 

Myers, have been successfully bring¬ 
ing in the big names for eight years. 
“We were season ticket holders for 
several years when the third owners, 
Burl and Paula Marohl, decided to sell 
it,” remembers Sandy. 

“I’ve been a building contractor 
for 40 years and I knew I would retire 
someday. Nashville North seemed 
like a nice way to keep me busy after 
retirement,” chuckles Mike. “I like 
people, I like the business, I like the 
town, I like it all.” Mike, insists upon 
personally greeting each and every 

one of his guests on 
show nights. 

“Nashville North 
has really blossomed in the 

past eight years Mike and Sandy 
have owned it. They are great busi¬ 
ness owners and wonderful people. 
They’re great for Taylorville and the 
community,” says Taylorville Mayor 
Frank Mathon. 

And it’s Mike and Sandy’s great 
business ethics and their sheer en¬ 
joyment of people that has kept a 
venue as small as Nashville North the 
booming business it is today. “In the 
70s when it first opened, Nashville 
North was considered a large music 
venue, but since then, much larger 
places have been built to accommo¬ 
date larger shows,” Mike says. Giving 
an example of how big Nashville 
North once was, Mike says, “The first 
artist to ever perform here when it 
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first opened was Tom T. Hall. He was 

a big name back in the 70s. He would 

have been a star equal to Kenny 

Chesney today.” 

And though the venue can only 

hold 1,200 visitors, Nashville North 

has had no trouble getting some of 

the biggest names in country music 

to come perform. “We still manage 

to get some big names and some big 

crowds. And we are enjoying every 

minute of it. We really take pleasure 

in meeting all the people who come 

and finding out where they are from. 

It’s one of the best parts of the job,” 

Mike says. 

“We’ve been playing at Nashville 

North since the mid-‘70s,” says Joe 

Bonsall of the Oak Ridge Boys. “It’s al¬ 

ways a fun show when we come here.” 

And Mayor Mathon adds that 

Nashville North offers something 

that the bigger venues can’t. “Because 

it’s smaller, fans can get closer to 

the stars. That definitely makes fans 

happy. And when you have a busi¬ 

ness in a small town, you have to be 

different. You have to learn to fulfill 

a specific need, and I think Mike and 

Sandy have done that. They have a 

way of finding talent that appeals to 

both the young and the old.” 

“We like to have a nice mix of 

performers. We try to get something 

for everyone,” Mike says. “We’ve 

hosted stars such as Toby Keith, 

Kenny Chesney, Brad Paisley, Garth 

Brooks, Gretchen Wilson, Merle 

Haggard, Dwight Yoakum and Roy 

Clark. The list could go on and on,” 

says Sandy. 

So what keeps these big name 

stars coming back to Nashville 

North? “It’s the food,” laughs Mike. 

“We have a small apartment in the 

upstairs part of the building. Two 

of our employees, Janet Mizeur and 

Amy Reeter, use the apartment to 

make and serve each and every one 

of our performers a home-cooked 

meal. Being on the road so much, 

many performers don’t get the chance 

to eat home-cooked food. They are 

always so grateful for that. Many of 

them comment about how long 

it has been since they’ve had real 

mashed potatoes.” 

“You can always count on great 

cooking at Nashville North. That’s 

one of the nice things about playing 

here. The ladies upstairs always pre¬ 

pare a great meal for us and we really 

enjoy it. We only get a home-cooked 

meal at just a few venues and this is 

certainly one of them,” says Bonsall. 

And though the food might 

be an extra special something, it’s 

certainly not the only reason big 

name artists keep coming back. “The 

people are great here. This is middle- 

America - smack dab in the middle, 

so we get a lot of good folks of all ages 

to come out and hear us sing. We en¬ 

joy performing here. The owners take 

care of us, the hospitality is wonder¬ 

ful and the shows are always a lot of 

fun. And that’s what keeps us coming 

back,” Bonsall says. 

We know that Mike and Sandy do 

a good job taking care of the perform¬ 

ers when they come, but what about 

the fans? “This is my fourth visit to 

Nashville North,” says Mildred 

Cross, who traveled all the 

way from Tennessee to en¬ 

joy the Oak Ridge Boys’ 

concert in Taylorville. 

“The staff is always 

so warm and ac¬ 

commodating. It’s small and I like that. 

There isn’t a bad seat in the house. 

Even the farthest seat in the back row 

would still give a good view of the 

performers. Years ago when we came to 

see Martina McBride perform here, she 

came out after the show and signed au¬ 

tographs. I don’t imagine she would 

have done that at a big place. 

“I look on their Web site 

often to see who’s going to be 

performing. When someone 

I like is going to be here, 

I always find a way to 

come. I never find it 

too far to travel to 

With 10 gold, 

three platinum and 

one double platinum 

album, it is safe to call 

the Oak Ridge Boys one of 

the true country greats. And 

with all that fame and glory, they 

still love performing at small venues 

like Nashville North USA. Pictured with 

the owner of Nashville North Mike Myers 

(center) are The Oak Ridge Boys’ Duane 

Allen, Richard Sterban and Joe Bonsall. Not 

pictured is William Lee Golden, who was in his 

home state of Tennessee assessing the damage af¬ 
ter a tornado destroyed his home the night before. 
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get good seats and good food at Flo¬ 
rinda’s Italian Restaurant,” she laughs. 

And Mike says that fans like Mil¬ 
dred Cross aren’t that uncommon. “So 
many nice people come through my 
door at Nashville North. When we had 
Billy Gillman here to perform, we had 
people coming from New York, Texas 
and California to see him. And when 
Sugarland was here, people poured 
in from Texas and Tennessee. People 
come from all over the states. And 
that’s been the most surprising part 
about owning this business,” he says. 

Mayor Mathon adds, “Those 
nights when they have big shows, our 
little town of Taylorville booms with 
business. There’s no question that 
Nashville North has helped bring in 
extra revenue to Taylorville. We even 
have to have police officers out there 
directing traffic. Many times people 

will come early and venture into our 
local restaurants, and into our Wal- 
Mart. And because Nashville North 
is located in such a great place 
on route 29, it’s easy to get in and 
out of. You don’t have to pay for 
parking, and because it is a smaller 
place, parking is always close.” 
Mike and Sandy know that they 

could make more money and sell 
more tickets if they offered alcohol 

during the shows, but Mike says, 
“Keeping this a family-friendly place 
is very important to us. We welcome 
children to our concerts and we see 
no reason to change that.” 

Community and family have al¬ 
ways been central to the Myers’ way 
of life, and way of running a business. 
“They’re good people and they support 

the events in the community. Mike 
has always been eager to sponsor or 
help any organization in town. Mike 
and Sandy always give back as much as 
they take,” says Mayor Mathon. 

“We rent our theater out for a 
minimal fee to local talent, and for 
dance recitals, school plays and any¬ 
thing else the community wants to 
use it for. Every year at Easter, a local 
church group uses it for their Sunday 
church service because their church 
isn’t big enough to accommodate ev¬ 
eryone. And the high school holds its 
DARE (Drug Abuse Resistance Edu¬ 
cation) Program here each year, too,” 
Mike says. 

Mike and Sandy welcome the use 
of their theater for any local event. 
Give them a call at (217) 287-2103 
to reserve. And if you’d like to check 
out what country performances are 
on the horizon, check them out on¬ 
line at www.nvnusa.com. “On July 
9, we’ll be hosting Dwight Yoakum,” 
says Sandy. “He puts on an energetic 
show,” Mike adds. 

On Aug. 5, the spotlight will be 
on Jeff Cook. “He’s a former member 
of Alabama. He wasn’t quite ready to 
retire when they did, so he’s perform¬ 
ing solo. And he’s really entertain¬ 
ing,” says Mike. And on Sept. 16 
Cowboy Crush will be taking the 
stage. So come on out to Nashville 
North USA and bring the whole 
family. Sandy will sell you tickets and 
Mike will greet you at the door. ■ 

Since purchasing Nashville North 
USA eight years ago, Mike and Sandy 
Myers have been bringing in some of 
the biggest names in country music to 
perform. Some of those artists include 
Toby Keith, Kenny Chesney, Brad 
Paisley, Qarth Brooks, Qretchen Wil¬ 
son, Merle Haggard, Dwight Yoakum 
and Roy Clark. 

“We enjoy performing here. 
The owners take care of us, 
the hospitality is wonderful 
and the shows are always a 
lot of fun. And that’s what 

keeps us coming back, ” 
* - Joe Bonsall of the 

Oak Ridge Boys. 



Fire Drills Aren't Just For Schools 
Have you prepared your family for fire survival? 

“Conduct fire drills 
often enough that 
family members' 

actions are automatic." 

Schools have fire drills about four times a year. 
Other public institutions and places of work 

have an evacuation plan in case of a fire. So, 
why do homeowners and families think they 
are immune from the need of such preparation? 
Probably, they’ve just not thought about it. 

So, let’s think about it. Fires are quick and dark. 
They can double in size every minute. They produce 
thick, dark smoke that can make it almost impossible 
to escape. Planning an escape route and having the 
whole family practice it is one of those tasks that 
you hope you’ll never need, but will be immensely 
thankful for if you actually do have to use it. 

Fire drill preparation assumes you have a funC' 
tioning smoke alarm on every level of your home 
and replace the battery each year. Though this is a 
very serious topic, have fun with the practices and 
involve your family with the planning. 

So where do you start? Plan an escape route. 
Sketch a floor plan of your home. Locate all 

the doors, hallways, stairways and windows that 
can be used to escape. Determine two escape routes 
out of each room. The primary route is the fastest, 
safest route out of the house. Check for win- 

dows that may be painted shut. 
Make sure that all able family 
members can unlatch door and 
window locks. Make sure your 
plan includes helping any family 
member that would need extra 
assistance, such as small children 
and physically impaired. Keep exit 
routes clear of furniture and toys. 
Depending on the age of your 

children, you may even ask them to prepare the 
sketches and assist with determining escape routes. 

Exiting during a fire. 
Heat and smoke tend to rise, so the freshest, 

coolest air will be near the floor. If you’re in bed, 
roll out onto the floor and crawl on the floor to the 
bedroom door. Touch the back of your hand to the 
door to see if it’s hot or cold. If it’s cold you may 
proceed. If it’s hot, leave it shut and go to the alter¬ 
nate route. If a child sleeps through the fire alarm, 
an adult will need to wake them. 

If the primary escape route is blocked, close 
any doors between the smoke and you and make 

your way to the alternate escape. Consider pur¬ 
chasing a window ladder, making sure family 
members know how to use it. Never jump from a 
window. Instead turn on lights in the room and 
open the window to signal for help. Don’t forget 
the stop, drop and roll rule should someone catch 
on fire. 

Designate a meeting place. 
Decide on a meeting place, such as a specific 

neighbor’s house to make sure everyone is out and 
safe. Call 911 from the neighbor’s house or with a 
cell phone. Your 911 address should be posted so 
that it’s easy to see by emergency personnel. 

Never go back into the house. Leave the fire 
fighting to the professionals who have equipment 
and training. 

Practice, practice, practice! 
Carry out fire drills during daylight and night 

hours. Conduct fire drills often enough that family 
members’ actions are automatic. Twice per year 
is probably the minimum. You may need to make 
changes to the plan as family members grow and 
develop, if home remodeling alters escape routes or 
when you see that adjustments need to be made. 

When the alarm sounds - remember: 

the building 

"HiGet out and stay out 

JO to the designated meeting place 

““C^Call 911 from the neighbor's house or 
cell phone 

® Wait for the fire department at the 
meeting place. Let them know if anyone 
is inside. 

Judith M. Taylor, Youth Development 
Educator, University of Illinois Extension, 
Springfield Center, (217) 782-6515, or 
jmtaylor@uiuc.edu 
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Mobile Home 
Owners: ROOF KING 

Mobile Home Super Insulated 

Roof Over Systems /MBjjju. 

40 Year Warranty 
Factory Direct From Roof King 

1 -800-748-0645 
www.roofking.net 

The 

A N D A 
Outlet 

ike of the fearks Special 
24' Sundancer 
Tri-log Pontoon 

* IALG 

Actual boat similar to illustration 

$ SUZUKI 

715hp Suzuki 4-Stroke, 
Custom Trailer 

•17,999 
The Nation’s #1 Landau Dealer! 

417-588-3550 1-800-542-3846 
Hwy. 64 & Bennett St Lebanon, MO 

5E>F*IEC l/YI_ i 
30x50x10 

2a Gauge Galvalume Metal 

Established in 1992 

Price includes: 
Materials, Delivery and Construction 
with Engineered Trusses, a 10' or 12' 
Sliding Door, One Walk-In Door, 6 Skylights 
(if requested), One-Year Warranty on 
Labor and Materials, and a 20 year limited 
warranty on Galvalume metal. 

'( Fully Insured for Your Protection 

A Price may Vary Based on Location 
>Y Call for a Free Brochure & Estimate 

A Thousands of Satisfied Customers 
A Competitive Pricing 
A Painted Metal & Many Sizes Available 
A Engineered Buildings and Kits Available 

-582 BARN (2276) 

nationalbarn.com 
1 Log On! For Pricing, Photos,Broctee, FAQ... 

AQUACLEAR 
PELLETS 

Get the 
Muck 

Marble size Aquaclear™ Pellets clear 
lake or pond bottom. 

Scientifically blended concentrate of microorganisms. 
Digest and breakdown bottom organic muck. Dead 
decaying vegetation disappears. Produces firmer 
bottom, fewer nutrients, better water quality. Easy to 
use. Simply broadcast pellets uniformly over surface. 
A 91b. can treats 0.50 to 1.00 acres—S48.00. 
A 451b. carton treats 2.50 to 5.00 acres—$182.00. 
Apply weekly for 1 month, then monthly to maintain. 
No water use restrictions! 

to order 
CALL TOLL FREE 800-328-9350 

Call 651-429-6742 • Fax 651-429-0563 

Or write for FREE information to: 

AQUACIDE CO. 
1627 - 9th Street, DEPT. 687X, Box 10748, 

White Bear Lake, MN 55110-0748 
www.KillLakeWeeds.com » info@KillLakeWeeds.com 

OUR 51stYEAR! 



Great Blooming Roses 
How to grow trouble-free shrub roses 

Shrub roses ere winter 

hardy in Illinois without 

the need for much 

protection and tend to 

be disease-free." 

June is national rose month. President Ronald 

Reagan named the rose the national flower, 

probably causing Everett Dirksen to spin in his 

Pekin grave. However, most people would probably 

choose roses over marigolds, though the latter is 

more carefree. 

Almost 50 years ago, Dr. Griffith Buck at Iowa 

State University started making headway into 

developing cold hardy roses for the Midwest. In the 

last 20 years, there has been a dramatic shift from 

the classic hybrid tea/floribunda/ 

grandiflora forms to the shrub 

roses, which can be described 

simply as “maintenance-free.” 

That’s not to say the 

traditional roses, looking more 

like florist roses, aren’t possibilities 

for the yard. They take at least six 

to eight hours of full direct sun 

per day, about 2-inches of water 

per week when temperatures 

climb above 85 degrees and lots of 

fertilizer. Of course, it goes without saying they need 

to be planted in highly organic, well-drained soil. 

And don’t get started with all the insects 

and diseases that affect them. It’s a close toss-up 

between roses, tomatoes and bluegrass as to which 

has the most problems. 

Shrub or landscape roses 

produce an abundance of 

blooms on short stems, so 

they really aren’t ideal for 

giving as a bouquet, though 

it’s possible you can cut the 

flowers and put them in a 

There are probably two 

attributes that gardeners 

will appreciate. First, the 

plants are winter hardy in Illinois without the need 

for much protection. They are perfect for the farm 

or the city. Rabbits seem to be the biggest winter 

pests, and you may discover nibbled stems in the 

spring. The good news is you don’t have to mulch 

the plants if you don’t want to. Some gardeners 

don’t ever cut the plants back in the winter. That’s 

a matter of personal choice. If you don’t do it in the 

fall, you’ll have to prune them in the early spring. 

Second, the shrub roses tend to be disease-free. 

Few of the shrub roses get black spot, the number 

one disease in Illinois, though an occasional one 

will develop powdery mildew, which can be con¬ 

trolled with more intense pruning and spacing. 

Which leads to pruning. This is where home¬ 

owners mess up the most. 

Until I saw the light, I was out there with my 

Felco pruners, carefully snipping out the faded 

flowers back to the five-leaflet leaf. Each plant, 

because of the thorns, would take a good 15 

minutes or more to prune, and my 

arms sometimes bore the worst 

of the damage. But, the plant 

would respond, with the addition 

of water and fertilizer, with more 

blooms throughout the year. 

Then a nurseryman showed 

me the light. He took his hedge 

clippers and gave the plant a 

good five quick cuts, and the 

plant looked like a sheered boxy 

specimen. But in less than a 

week, new growth was evident, and the plant filled 

out and bloomed as well as my carefully pruned 

specimen. 

And it makes sense. The plant is simply a 

shrub that we want to bloom, and a perfect shape 

really isn’t that necessary. 

Probably the most common shrub roses on 

the markets are the Knock Out™ roses though 

there are other landscape roses with just as great 

characteristics. The Knock Outs were originally 

thought to only reach 3-feet high, but mature 

plants can reach 5-feet with the same spread, 

blooming from spring until fall, creating a mass of 

red, pink or blush-colored flowers. 

Other shrub roses on the market expand the 

color palette to the yellows, oranges and whites. 

You still need to give the plants full sun, a loose 

highly organic soil, and lots of water and fertilizer 

throughout the growing season, but you can put 

away the fungicides and relax during the winter. ■ 

David Robson is an Extension Educator, 
Horticulture, at the Springfield Extension 
Center, University of Illinois Extension, 
P.0. Box 8199, Springfield, IL 62791. 
Telephone: (217) 782-6515. 
E-mail: drobson@uiuc.edu. 
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The Diplomat includes 
19’x31’ O.D. Sundeck, Fencing 

15’x24’ Swim Area Filter & More! 

Smll*s..Oii Mow! 
Swimming real Clearance 

P. Anderson Pools www.yournextpool.com 
CSJJJ JSJ 33 

ilH IS *W.A.C. 
Limited Area 

SANGAMON RADIANT 
WIRSBO aqua pex tubing products 
for agricultural, commercial shop 
floors and homes Made in the USA 

(217)522-3934 * FAX (217)522-3933 
Evening (217)483-3223 John D. McMillan - Owner 

HERITAGE 
BUILDING SYSTEMS® 

Established 1979 

A Built to Last! 

30’X 40’X10’ $5,488 

40’x 60’x 12’ $9,947 

60’x 100’x 16’ $24,469 
Since 1979 Heritage Building Systems' 
focus has been to provide the 
industry with the finest quality, best 
looking pre-engineered steel 
structures at the lowest possible price. 

1 .800.643.5555 
www.heritagebuildings.com 

Families Have Saved Up To 50% On Heating Costs 
And never have to buy fuel — wood, oil, gas, kerosene — ever again! 

Hydro-Sil is a unique room-by-room heating system 
that can save you hundreds of dollars in home heating 
costs by replacing old and inefficient heating. It can 
replace or supplement your electric heat, gas or oil furnace 
and woodstoves. 

Hydro-Sil represents economy in heating: inside the 
heater case is a sealed copper tube filled with a harmless 
silicone fluid. It’s permanent You’ll never run out 
“Hydro-Sil Energy Star” thermostat controls a variable watt 
hydro element that is only being supplied a proportional 
amount of power on an as-needed basis. When Hydro-Sil 
is turned on, the silicone liquid is quickly heated, and with 
its heat retention qualities, continues to heat after the Hydro 
element shuts off. Hydro-Sil’s room-by-room “Energy Star” 
digital control technology greatly increases energy savings 

and comfort. 

YOUR BENEFITS WITH HYDRO-SIL: 
• Slash heating cost with Energy Star technology 
• Lifetime warranty. No service contracts 
• Safe, complete peace of mind 
• Clean, no fumes, environmentally safe 
• U.L listed 
• Preassembled — ready to use 
• No furnaces, ducts, or chimneys 
• Portable (110V) or permanent (220V) 
• Whole house heating or single room 

HERE'S WHAT OTHERS ARE SAYING... 
•F. Smalley - "A company that advertises 

the truth saved me 50% compared to my 

gas heat. I found it hard to believe until 

my power bill came. Thanks a million!” 

•R. Hanson - “I can’t begin to tell you how 

pleased I am with Hydro-Sil... the first time 

in 25 years our electric bill was reduced... 
saved $635, over 40%!' 

•A. Gonsalves— “We replaced 20 electric 

heaters with Hydro-Sil. Wow — what a 
difference! We received a substantial 

reduction of our electric bill. I have 
recommended Hydro-Sil to many people!” 

ORDER TODAY! 
2 MODELS TO CHOOSE FROM 
220 Volt 

Permanent 
Approx. Area 

to Heat 
Discount 

Prke Quantity 

8' 2000 watts 250-300 si. $289 

6' 1500 watts 180-250 si. $259 

5' 1250 watts 130-180 si. $239 

4' 1000 watts 100-130 si. $219 

3' 750 watts 75-100 si. $189 

2' 500 watts 50-75 si. $169 

Thermostats Call for options & exact heater needed 

110 Volt Portables 
(Thermostat Included) 

Discount 
Prke Quantity 

5‘ Hydro-Max 750-1500 watts $219 

4' Convector - Dual watt $179 

3' 750 watts - Silicone $179 

$15.00 shipping per heater $ 

Total Amount $ 

Address 

City  

Phone _ 

-Zip. 

MasterCard or Visa Account Information: 

Acct #   

Expiration Date  

Order today or contact us for more information 
PHONE-WEB •MAIL 

Check • MasterCard • Visa 

1-800-627-9276 
Visit our secure web site at 

www.hydrosiLcom 
Hydro-Sil, P.O. Box, 662, 

Fort Mill, SC 29715 



Time to Cool Off Efficiently 
Buy the right size A/C and the coolest roof 

"Don't let Bubba, Doug Rye, 
or anyone guess at the 
size heating and cooling 

system you need." 

What is the proper size heating and cooling 
system for your house or business? The answer 

is the size that will heat your structure on the 
coldest winter night and cool it on the hottest sum¬ 
mer day. That sounds simple enough, but you might 
be surprised to learn that most houses and other 
structures have a much larger unit than they need. 

Oversized systems have several disadvantages. 

1. Oversized units cost more. 

2. Oversized cooling systems don’t run enough 
to remove humidity, thereby allowing 
the air to feel sticky and giving mold the 
chance to form. It takes an air conditioner 
compressor about seven minutes of run time 
to reach its maximum efficiency. It uses the 
most energy when it first starts. That’s the 
reason lights dim in some buildings when 
the air conditioning unit kicks on. 

3. Oversized units simply require more elec¬ 
tricity to operate than do smaller units. 

4. Oversized units have a shorter lifespan than 
one that is properly sized. 

Properly sized units have many advantages. 
First of all, they provide a better, more even air 
comfort level. And when it comes to heat pumps, 

it is absolutely essential that 
they be sized properly for 
the air to feel sufficiently 
warm during cold weather. 
So what size system do you 
need? Beats me! The bad 
news is, I need to know a lot 
of things about your home 
or business to answer that 
question. 

I need to know the location of the structure 
(South Texas or North Michigan?); the direction 
the house faces; ceiling heights; insulation values; 
air infiltration problems (fireplaces, vents, etc.); 
type of windows; number of people in the structure 
and heat producing equipment. Yes, many things 
affect the size of your system. The good news is 
that it isn’t that difficult to calculate. Now, please 
heed my advice. Don’t let Bubba, Doug Rye, or 
anyone guess at the size heating and cooling sys¬ 
tem you need. Instead, make sure your contractor 
takes the time to calculate the proper size unit you 
need. Like my daddy said, “If it is worth doing, do 

it right.” If you need help sizing your system, call 
me at the office at (501) 653-7931. I’ll be glad to 
help. 

Cool off that attic with 
radiant barrier roof decking 

If you’ve ever listened to one of my shows 
or attended one of my seminars, you know that I 
often ask this question, “In the summer, what is the 
hottest part of the house?” The answer is, of course, 
the attic and that’s why I warn people building 
homes not to put the ductwork up there. I also 
advise people to put a good amount of cellulose 
insulation in the attic. 

Now, I’ve got another suggestion for that 
sizzling space — “TechShield” radiant barrier roof 
decking. I first heard about radiant barrier roof 
decking in the 1960s when I was studying architec¬ 
ture at the University of Arkansas, but I didn’t pay 
much attention to it then. About eight years ago, 
I heard about radiant barrier decking again and, in 
1999, we decided to try it on a model home that 
Craighead Electric Cooperative was building. The 
builder had his doubts about it, but we insisted. 
After it was installed, he was sold on it. It was 
summertime and he found that it was much cooler 
working inside the unfinished house once the 
TechShield was installed than it was outside. The 
framers of the house started telling everybody about 
it. 

The TechShield product is made using a 
process that laminates a thin, yet durable, sheet 
of aluminum foil to the surface of oriented strand 
board, best known as OSB. TechShield prevents 
up to 97 percent of that radiant heat in the roof 
from radiating into the attic. As a result, it lowers 
attic temperatures up to 30 degrees. 

Of course, you also need plenty of cellulose 
insulation in the attic to keep the heat from 
radiating into the living areas of the home. 

For more information go to www.dougrye.com. ■ 

Doug Rye, the “Doctor of Energy 
Efficiency-the King of Caulk and Talk” 
can be heard on several different Illinois 
radio stations. Or you can go to his Web 
site at www.dougrye.com, e-mail him at 
info@philliprye.com, or call (888)-Doug- 
Rye or (501) 653-7931. You can also sign 
up for a free newsletter and order his 
“how to” videotapes. 
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SHO-MK? 

Name. 

Address. 

1-800-966-3458 • www.gorillaglue.com 

1-800-966-3458 • www.gorillatape.com 

The 
Toughest 
Glue On 
Planet 
Earth. 
Bonds hundreds 
of materials 
including wood, 
stone, metal, ceramic 
more! Incredibly strong 
and 100% waterproof! 

The Toughest 
Tape On 

Planet Earth. 

Extra Thick. Extra Stick. 
New Gorilla Tape sticks to things 

ordinary tapes simply can’t 

Put another Star under your sky. 
When it comes to an economical, energy-efficient way to 

enhance your current situation, look to Star. Manufacturing 

metal buildings since 1927 and with more than 250,000 

buildings in service - Star is the premier choice for any size 

structure, for any need, anywhere. Starting at 1,200 square 

feet and including self-storage. 

Star Building Systems 
A World Supplier of Metal Buildings 

CALL 888-324-7827 FOR A FREE ESTIMATE 
E-mail: Star.Marketing@StarBuildings.net 

Website: www.starbuildings.com/IC1 

We're so confident you'll love it, we'll let you — 

TRY OUR DR® FIELD and BRUSH 
MOWER for 6 MONTHS RISK 
Seeing is believing. That’s why we’re willing to send you a DR® FIELD 

and BRUSH MOWER to try out for 6 Months absolutely risk-free. 

If it’s not the hardest-working, most durable, easiest-to-use machine 
for clearing fields and brush that you’ve ever used, we’ll take it back 
and give you a complete refund of your purchase price! 

Test this amazing, self-propelled, walk-behind brush 
cutter on your own property to — 

• CLEAR & MAINTAIN 
meadows, pastures, 
roadsides, fencelines, 
walking paths, and 
underbrush from 
woodlots with ease! 

MADE IN USA '» 

curtail grass, weeds, 
brush, brambles, sumac — 
including tough saplings up to 
2-1 /2" thick! 

CHOP/MULCH most 
everything you cut, leaving 
NO TANGLE of material to trip 
over or pick up like you get 
with hand-held brushcutters. 

— 

f For Free Details 

Call TOLL-FREE 

877-220-0691 
& YES! Please rush me your full-color Catalog and Demonstration DVD 

on the DR® FIELD and BRUSH MOWER, including models, prices, your 

6-Month Risk-Free Trial, and how I can now receive FREE Depot Delivery. 

E-maiL 

p DR® POWER EQUIPMENT, Dept. 54296X 
gp 127 Meigs Road, Vergennes, VT 05491 

www.DRfieldbrush.com 
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By Perry Baird, 
Editor Wisconsin Energy Cooperative News 

After stumbling across accounting irregularities 
involving hundreds of millions of dollars, Sherron 

Watkins decided she should go to the top to report her 
discovery. But the top levels of Enron management, she 
ultimately found out, were the actual source of the trouble. 

Watkins, a former vice president of the now- 
infamous energy-trading giant, told electric cooperative 
leaders gathered for the recent National Rural Electric 
Cooperative Association (NRECA) annual meeting 
that she naively thought Enron Chairman Ken Lay was 
unaware of the fraud. 

“I knew he was an asleep-at-the-switch manager,” she 
said, noting Lay in the fall of 2001 was just stepping back 
into the top management post following the resignation 
of CEO Jeff Skilling. “I thought, ‘I need to just warn him.’ 
My reactions were not too different from, say, a crew mem¬ 
ber on the Titanic.” 

She knew the company had hit an iceberg, there was 
water coming in, and that the ship was sinking. “1 was just 
trying to warn the captain, ‘Go man the lifeboats. Try to 
save jobs. Try to save some business lines.’” 

To her astonishment, instead of forming a crisis 
management team, Lay hired a law firm to look into 
Watkins’ allegations—but not to examine the accounting. 
“This law firm was hired to look into whether or not I was 
bringing up any new facts,” Watkins told the co-op board 
members and managers assembled at the Orange County 
Convention Center in Orlando, Florida. “In effect, he 
reassured me that we were unsinkable, but ‘Nobody go 
down and see if there’s a hole.’” 

Enron, the flagship energy marketer, sank into bank¬ 
ruptcy a couple of months after Watkins discovered the 
accounting breach, dragging down 5,000 employees, a major 
accounting firm, countless clients and those at the helm. 

Co-op leaders hear 
whistleblower's account 

of Enron collapse 



Shell Game 
Watkins, a certified public accountant, had worked for 

the Arthur Andersen accounting firm prior to being hired 

by Enron. (The Andersen firm, one of the five largest in 

the country and Enron’s auditor, was ultimately decimated 
when it became known the company had signed off on 

Enron’s “creative” accounting.) She began her Enron 

voyage in 1993, becoming a vice president in charge of 

a billion-dollar asset portfolio and later spending three 

years traveling the globe 

for Enron International, 

looking into financing 

power plants abroad. 

Wanting to scale 

back her travel and work 

schedule so she could spend 

more time with her family, 

in the summer of 2001 

Watkins took what she 

thought would be a low- 

risk, “back office” job with Enron Chief Financial Officer 

Andrew Fastow. 

“Andy put me in charge of a list of assets Enron was 

trying to sell to raise money to lower debt,” Watkins 

explained. “I ran across 12 assets that were hedged with 

an entity called the Raptors.” As she dug, she found the 

Raptors were just shell companies—just on paper only. 

They had no cash, no assets, and their only positive 

attribute was a promise of Enron stock in the future. 

“These Raptor structures had agreed to buy these 12 

Enron assets at a pretty high price. The spreadsheet I was 

looking at just didn’t add up,” she continued, referring to 

one column that “stuck out like a sore thumb,” showing 

a $300 million Enron loss. “I met with people who spent 

three hours trying to explain very, very complex business 

structures to me, and I could tell that they didn’t quite 

even understand.” 

The complexity of the business schemes helped Enron 
intimidate employees and clients who thought to raise 

questions, Watkins related. People were afraid to show 

ignorance at not understanding, and so they kept quiet. 

“I thought, ‘I need to just 

warn him/ My reactions were 

not too different from, say, a 

crew member on the Titanic.” 

Cooking the Books 
“I had the benefit of stumbling across them when 

their flaws were readily apparent,” said Watkins. “I’m a 

CPA, and though I hadn’t practiced accounting in a long 

time, I knew there’s just no way accounting gets that 

creative—when you set up a shell company, fund it with 

your own stock, and start doing business with it. I knew 

what I was looking at was fraud.” 

She said she figured going to then-CEO Jeff Skilling 

would yield nothing, since he would have likely been in 

on the scheming. However, he surprised her by quitting 

Enron just two weeks after she had discovered the com¬ 

pany was “cooking the books.” The fact he had only been 

in the CEO’s chair for eight months (following a 10-year 

career where he strove for that top spot) told Watkins, 

“What I was seeing was far worse than I could have 

ever imagined.” That’s when she went to Ken Lay and 

when he essentially confirmed her worst fears about how 

broad—and high—the unethical practices extended. 

“In Enron’s case it involved hundreds of employees; 

it involved Arthur Andersen, the outside auditors; the 
outside lawyers; and the country’s largest banks,” she 

said. “CitiGroup and Chase were fined $300 million by 

the SEC for, in effect, aiding and abetting Enron and its 
fraudulent schemes.” Both 

those banks paid more than 

$2 billion to settle share¬ 

holder litigation connected 

to their role with Enron, 

Watkins continued. 

She detailed some 

other outcomes of the 

subsequent investigations. 

For instance, there were 

more than 30 guilty pleas 

or indictments of Enron executives. CFO Andy Fastow, 

accused of 99 criminal counts, plead guilty and will go 

to prison for 10 years. His wife, a former Enron assistant 

treasurer, has already spent a year in prison for aiding her 

husband. Trials in Houston feature Jeff Skilling and Ken 

Lay as defendants. Three bankers have been extradited 

from Britain, charged with helping Enron in its illegal 

schemes. There are Merrill Lynch bankers in prison for 

their roles. 

“There are other Enron trials to come,” Watkins told 

the co-op crowd. “I never thought I would know so many 

felons.” 

Reaping Wreckage 
The worst part, she said, was viewing the human cost 

of the Enron shipwreck. The day after the Dec. 2, 2001, 
bankruptcy filing, 5,000 employees were told their last 

paycheck would be the one from the previous Friday, and 

they should clear their desks of personal items and leave. 

“That was three weeks before Christmas, and people aren’t 

hiring at the end of the year. This was devastating news,” 

she recalled. 

However, the grim tidings were amplified a month 

later when it was learned that 25 Enron executives had 

paid themselves a total of $55 million in bonuses just one 

week before the bankruptcy. “They feathered their nests 

and they told 5,000 people, ‘I’m so sorry to tell you this, 

but we’ve got nothing more for you,”’ said Watkins. “How 

had I spent eight years at a company where a culture had 

gotten that rotten?” 

As to the source of the decay, Watkins clearly points 

to the executive suite: “In a perverse way, Ken Lay was 

telling his executives, ‘When you get to the top, the 

company’s assets are here for you to move around and use 

for you and your family.’ And Andy Fastow heard that,” 

Watkins remarked. “So any kind of erosion in values at the 

top gets amplified in the trenches.” 
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FINEST COOKING 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING net WWW coop 

Sweet Potato Chips 
(above) 
Chipasha Lwao 

1 lg. sweet potato 
oil for deep frying 
1/2 tsp salt 
1/2 tsp chili powder 
pepper to taste 

2 T. oil 
3 cloves garlic, sliced 
1 onion, sliced 
1 T. fish sauce 
1 tsp. brown sugar 
1/2 C. bamboo shoots 
6 bunches of coriander, fresh 

:::Note: This is a mild dish. Double the amount of soy sauce may be substituted for the 
fish sauce if unavailable. 

Who: United Methodist Church of Belknap, 111. 
Cost: $10, plus $3 shipping 

Pages of recipes: 181 
Details: hard-backed, comb-bound 

Contact: Virginia George, 
2335 W. Eden Road, Belknap, IL 62908, 

or call her at (618) 634-2483. 

Wash the sweet potato and peel. Wash 
again to remove any remaining sand. Dry 
the sweet potato and cut into wedges. 
Heat the oil in a pan and deep fry the 
wedges until golden brown. Season with 
salt, pepper and chili powder and serve 
with any sandwich, meat or vegetable. 

Thai Chicken with Chilies 
Pornthip Mongkolpornchai 

4 fresh red chilies, seeded and sliced 
1 to 1-1/2 lbs. chicken breasts, sliced 
2 T. oyster sauce 
1 T. tamarind sauce 
1/2 C. straw mushrooms, or tinned 
1/2 lime, juiced 

Heat oil in a wok. Add chilies and garlic and fry until crisp and golden. Drain onto pa¬ 
per towels but leave the oil in the wok. Fry the chicken and onion in oil until chicken is 
cooked. Add the lime juice and vegetables. Fry for about 2 minutes. Add the sauce. 

Experience...Gaod Cooking! 
Who: The Official International Cookbook of 

Lake Land College in Mattoon, III. 
Cost: $10, plus $2 shipping 

Details: Soft-backed, comb-bound 
Pages of recipes: 85 

Contact: Katie Lotz, International Office, 
5001 Lake Land Blvd., Mattoon, IL, 61938, 

or call her at (217) 234-5382. 
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COUNTRY CHRISTMAS 
BAKE-OFF CONTEST 

I 

, 

hristmas is only six 
short months away, and 

what better way to start 
the countdown than with an 

excuse to dig out your favorite 
holiday recipes? We want to help 

you start your holidays off right with 
a Christmas baking contest. 

Here’s how it works. You send us 
your favorite holiday recipe (one recipe 
per person, please), and from those reci¬ 
pes, we will choose our top 10. 

Our recipe editor will personally 
make each of those 10 recipes and 
photograph them. Those 10 recipes 
will appear as the main feature in our 
December issue, along with the names 
of those who submitted them. A panel 
of judges will rate their favorites out of 

those 10 based on taste, color, ease of 
baking and texture. 

The grand prize is a Sunbeam 
Digital Bread Maker, second place prize 
is a 75th Anniversary Better Homes and 
Gardens Cookbook, third place prize is 
Church Suppers Cookbook - 722 Favor¬ 
ite Recipes From Our Church Communi¬ 
ties, and the fourth and fifth place prize is 
an Illinois Country Cooks cookbook. 

Please send entries to: Christmas 
Bake-Off, Illinois Country Living 
magazine, PO Box 3787, Springfield, IL 
62708. Please include your name, ad¬ 
dress, daytime phone number, and the 
name of your local electric cooperative. 
Entries must be received no later than 
September 1, 2006, to be considered. 
Good luck! V 

Scroodle Salad (bottom left) Blueberry Betty 
Barbara Vaughn Jeffress Kay Kiefer 

1 (8-oz.) pkg. twisted macaroni, 
cooked and drained 

1 can mixed vegetables, drained 
1 can red beans, drained 
1 C. chopped celery 
1 C. chopped green pepper 
1 C. chopped onion 
1 C. chopped red pepper 

Dressing: 
1 C. vinegar 
1-1/2 C. sugar 
1-1/2 tsp. salt 
3 tsp. flour 
3 tsp. mustard 
1-1/2 tsp. margarine 
1-1/2 tsp. celery seed 

Mix all salad ingredients together. Cook dressing ingredients together until they 
bubble and the mixture is thick. Pour over vegetables and let set in the refrigerator 
overnight or make early in the day and serve in the evening. 

4 C. bread cubes (1/2-inch) 
3/4 C. melted butter 
1/4 C.sugar 
1 tsp. cinnamon 
2 C. fresh or frozen blueberries 
2 T. lemon juice 
1/2 C. brown sugar 

Toss bread cubes with butter, sugar and 
cinnamon. Sprinkle berries with lemon 
juice and brown sugar. Alternate layers of 
bread cubes with fruit mixture, spreading 
evenly in 7-l/2xl2-inch baking dish. Bake 
at 350° for 20-30 minutes or until bubbly. 
Serve with whipped cream. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • June 2006 



WIN THE BRUSH WAR WITH 

TREE TERMINATOR 
• 3 models cut 20", 12" and 5" trees in one bite 

• Hitches to fit most tractors and skid steer loaders 

• Built to last with a 24 month warranty 

• Swivel hitch, sprayer and grapple options 

For a free color brochure call or visit our website 

(417) 458-4350 • www.treeterminator.com 
 Grace Manirfactnrinj; » Plato, MO  

WMr 
"MID-AMERICA" 

Pole Barn Co. 

30 x 50 x 10 Galvalume 
$7,200.00 

Price includes material, delivery, 
construction, factory trusses, screws 
Price is subject to change without notice 

Open M - F 8 to 5 
1-866-456-0959 

Select^ 
Ones-Day 
T)e+ttuves 
Dr. John Ronan DOS 

& Associates 
Can Offer You 

Dentures, Partials 
& Extractions 

ONE-DAY SERVICEi 
MTU 

Office Hours: Monday-Friday 8 to 4 
Call for an Appointment 

(217-479-8444) 
(1-877-565-8981) 

1201 W. Walnut, Jacksonville, II62650 
Payment Accepted 

Cash, Mastercard or Visa 
No Personal Checks 

SINGER 
2005 COMMERCIAL GRADE/SCHOOL MODEL 

America’s Sewing Machine Co. Placed large orders of the 
2005 model school sewing machine, These machines remain UNSOLD! 

THEY MUST BE SOLD!! 
Sew & Serge Sewing Machine “Especially Designed For Classroom Use” 

These Commercial Grade/ School Sewing Machines with METAL HOOKS 
are built for years of extended service. All machines are BRAND NEW. 

WHAT IS A SEW & SERGE SEWING MACHINE?? 
1. IT IS A SOPHISTICATED SEWING MACHINE... That does Buttonhole (any size), 

Invisible Blind Hems, Monograms, Ribbing Double Seams, Zippers, 
Sews on Buttons, Darning, Applique, Zig Zag Basting, Quilting, 

2. IT HAS A PROFESSIONAL SERGING STITCH... That allows you to sew the seam and 
serge the edge of the material in one operation 
With an optional side cutter you can trim the excess material. 

3. THEY ARE DESIGNED TO SEW ALL FABRICS... Such as Denim, Canvas Upholstery, 
Nylon, Stretch Materials, Silk, Percale,Organdy AND...THEY EVEN SEW LEATHER! 

198 
Hancock Fabrics ONLY ONE DAY Sale Hours Sun 1PM - 5Pm 

Thursday June 15 
2501 Wabash Ave. 

Springfield, IL 62704 
217-546-4601 

Friday June 16 
115 Convenience Center Rd. 

Champaign, IL 61820 
217-398-1598 

Saturday June 17 
908 Eldorado Rd. 

Bloomington, IL 61704 
309-662-0619 

Sunday June 18 
3437 N. University Ave. 

Peoria, IL 61604 
309-682-9750 

Monday June 19 
3911 16th St. 

Moline, IL 61265 
309-797-8007 

Tuesday June 20 
3812 Brady St. 

Davenport, IA 52806 
563-386-4233 

II 
Experience the versatility of America’s living legends,* 

lopt a wua Horse or Burro 
July 8 & 9,2006 

Sterling, IL at the Wahl Equestrian Center 

September 9 & 10, 2006 
Ewing, IL at the Eastern States Holding Facility 

For more information call 1-800-293-1781 

I-866-4MUSTANGS 
www.wildhorseandburro.blm.gov 

U.S. Department of the Interior 
Bureau of Land Management 
Wild Horse and Burro Program 



MARKETPLACE 

Erio Sales has moved 4 miles west of 
Chatham. 9525 McMillan Rd., Loami. 
Food serve equipment, pottery wheels 
and kilns. (217) 971-8846, 971-8592, 
483-3223. 

Insulation — 4x8 sheets, foil-hacked 
foam — also rolls of foil-buhble-pak 
insulation. All factory seconds. Contact 
Ken Nichols at (800) 424-1256. 

Authorized rainbow distributor. Repairs, 
supplies and service. Living air purifiers. 
L &. L Distributing, 116 S. Van Buren 
St., Newton, IL 62448. (618) 783- 
3755. 

Filter queen/detender sales, service 
and supplies. For free information, call 
(800) 753-5401 or write She-N-I, Inc., 
RR 1, Allendale, IL 62410. 

Vacation cabins Ohio river, Shawnee 
National Forest, Elizabethtown, IL. 
Cedar Hill River Cabins, Ohio River 
Route Scenic Byway, www.cedarhill 
riverresort.com. (888) 304-6319. 

Wanted to buy: Standing timber. All 
species. Pay top price. Clear or select 
cut. Call (815) 434-4141. 

Cabin rental: Shawnee Forest, Garden 
of the Gods, Rim Rock, Pounds Hollow 
Lake. New, cedar decor, kitchen, 
air, satellite. Two night minimum. 
www.rimrocksdogwoodcabins.com. 

(618) 264-6036. 

Wanted to buy: Standing timber and 
logs. Timber harvesting specialist. 
Direct Markets for grade logs and 
veneer. Prices unbeatable. (618) 426- 
3065. 

For Sale: Cherry lumber. 1" thick 
hoards, 600' board feet $490. For all. 
(618) 842-9588. 

Rapidly growing international nutraceu- 
tical company looking for individuals to 
be a part of the next trillion $ industry. 
Product and business guarantee. (888) 
251-1538. 

Wanted to buy: Standing timber, most 
species. Pay top prices. Call (217) 285- 
2760. 

Illinois Consulting Foresters, Inc. Timber 
Sales-Forest Management. We work for 
the landowner, www.illinoisconsulting 
foresters.org. Ph. (618) 526-4251. 

Fiberglass, corrugated, 26-inch wide. 
8-10-12 long. 8ft.-$4. 12 ft.-$6. Large 
supply. Dongola, IL. (618) 827-4737. 

Midwest Bird and Animal Swap & Sale. 
June 25 and August 27 at Monroe 
County Fairgrounds, Waterloo, IL from 
5:30 to Noon. (618) 939-6809. 

Fish.Camp. Relax. 200 wooded acres 
w/60 acres of water trails, wildlife 
viewing of elk, deer, buffalo, sheep, 
goats. Annual memberships. Central 
IL. Ph: (309) 826-8444. 

Lake weed & algae control. Free lab 
testing of water assure proper chemical. 
Shipped to your door, easy to apply. 
Aquatic Control of IL. Ph (309) 826- 

8444. 

Log Home Logs and Siding - Rustic 
hand-peeled or machined smooth. Log 
porch posts, rafters and hand railing. 
www.mtplogs.com. (217) 257-7562. 

Sick camper refrigerator? 26 years 
specializing in rebuilding cooling units. 
New/used units available. Camper 
repair. Crutcher’s RV, Cropsey, IL. 
(309) 377-3721. 

Argo direct amphibious vehicles. 6 and 
8 wheel true all terrain vehicles. (618) 
588-4444. www.ARGODIRECT6X6. 
com. Cause your ATV don’t float and 
your boat ain’t got wheels! 

TrailerS-utility-cargo-carhaulers. We 
accept Visa, MasterCard. We buy used 
trailers. Auto King, 2423 S. Main, 
Bloomington. (309) 821-9000. 

Wanted to buy: 1953-1972 Corvette 
cars (also barn, project and parts 
corvettes). Call: (847) 593-6534 or 
(847) 542-7686. 

Fountains/aireators for lakes reduces 
algae/pond scum growth, enhances fish 
growth, reduces mosquitos. Relaxing to 
watch. Aquatic Control of IL. (309) 
826-8444- 

POND & LAKE LINERS 
Custom Sizes • Reinforced Material 

$.39/SQ. FT. or Less 
• STRENGTH • 

• COMMITMENT • 

-800-628-1324 
Call today and ask about our 

monthly specials! 
WE CUSTOM DESIGN TO YOUR SPECIFICATIONS 

Builders, Inc. 
QUALITY IS AFFORDABLE 

Blitz Buildings are built to last! 25 years experience 

Over 12,000 buildings 
constructed 

Blitz Buildersll in Value 
www. folitzfc) uilders.com 

BEND TARP & LINER, INC. 
1-800-280-0712 

www.bendtarp.com 

30’x 50’x 10’ $7,395 
40’x 60’x 12’ $10,600 

60’x 100’X 16’ $23,450 

80’ x 100' x 16’ $30,450 
100’X 150’x 16’ $55,750 

Farm ■ Industrial • Commercial 

20 Year Warranty on Roof & Walls; 
Prices F.O.B. Mfg. Plants; 
Seal Stamped Blue Prints; 
Easy Bolt Together Design. 

PRICES INCLUDE COLOR SIDES 
& GALVALUME ROOF 

Arena Special 
(roof & frame) 

100' x 100’ x 16’...$29,999 

(Local codes may affect prices) 

VISIT 

OUR 

STEEL BUILDING SYSTEMS 
Fax: 940-484-6746 email: info@rhinobIdg.com 

Website: http://www.R HINOBLDG.COM 

Toll Free 1-888-320-7466 
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Horseshoeing — corrective, therapeutic 
and hot/cold shoeing. Available evenings 
and weekends. Call (217) 971-4561. 

Gulf shores beach condo. 2br/2ba/wd/ 
pool/elev. (636) 477-1099. www.ourgulf 
beachcondo.com. 

Wanted to buy: Sassafras leaves, dan¬ 
delions, mullein leaves, plantain, 
goldenseal, ginseng, bloodroot, other 
roots, barks, leaves, herbs. Price list. 
(618) 282-3267. 

Daylilies. 1,000 + varieties, all colors, 
shapes & sizes. From $5.00 on up. Ann’s 
Daylilies. Galatia, Illinois. (618) 647- 
2286 or (618) 926-1548. 

Wanted to buy: Used knitting machine(s), 
accessories and books. Hand-knitting 
books/magazines. Leave message on 
travel phone (406) 579-3310. 

Daylilies for sale: Plants potted or bare 
root. Over 600 named cultivars. Just 
off 267 eight miles north of Greenfield. 
Display gardens bloom through July. 
Dale and Kae Coates (217) 589-5101. 

Petting zoo available for fairs, festivals, 
homecomings, stores, nursing homes. 
Lots of animals, any occasion. Call for 
prices. (217) 942-3260. 

Pellet burner baskets for sale. Bum wood 
pellets in your woodstove or fireplace. 
(618) 678-2370 or binger3@wabash. 
net. 

Greenhouses and Home- turn key estab¬ 
lished business for 18 years. See at www. 
cifsbo.com or e-mail livgreen@route24- 
net. Fairbury, IL. 

Wanted: Indian Artifacts of all kinds. Free 
appraisals. (309) 543-3847 evenings or 
leave message. 

Auto Insurance. Good drivers, teenagers, 
bad drivers? Low, low monthly rates! 
Motorcycle, boat & mobile home 
insurance also! (618) 242-4340 Odle 
Insurance. 

Maplewoods Pottery - Central Illinois 
stoneware pottery based on the leaves 
of nature, www.maplewoodspottery. 
com. Ph. (309) 365-7401 for show 
dates/pictures. 

How to place an ad: 
1) Type or print ad neatly. 

2) Count words. Cost is $30 for up to the first 20 words. $1.50 each additional 
word. Ads with insufficient funds will not be printed. 

3) Prepayment is required. Include check or money order with ad for amount due. 
Also include address label from Illinois Country Living or other proof of Illinois 
electric cooperative membership. Only members of Illinois electric cooperatives 
may place Marketplace ads. 

4) Mail to: Illinois Marketplace. P.O. Box 3787, Springfield, IL 62708, by 
deadline. 

Deadlines: August issue - June 20; 
September issue - July 20. 

We reserve the right to reject any advertisement. Ads postmarked after the deadline will be placed in the next 
available issue. Non-members wishing to advertise should contact the Weiss Group at (480) 860-5394 for 
information about display advertising. 

Have you accidentally 
lost a copy of Illinois 
Country Living magazine 
that you meant to save? 
Well, we have good news! Now you 
can find all your favorite articles and 
recipes, both past and current, on our 
Web site at www.icl.coop. 
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WHAT DO YOU GET WHEN YOU (ROSS A POSHRAME BUILDING, WITH AN ENGINEER AND A SUPER MODEL? 

Wick 
my Buildings 

by Wicfc Buiteng Systems. tr?c. 

www.WickBuildings.com 

CALL TODAY FOR 
MORE INFORMATION 
800-356-9682 

A STRONG GREAT LOOKING BUILDING! 

Save 40% 
on your 
energy bill 

Electric co-op energy advisors recommend spray-on 
cellulose insulation over fiberglass because it: 

• Stops air infiltration 

• Provides consistent comfort 

• Has superior fire, pest and sound protection 

• Contains a safe anti-mildew ingredient 

BLUE SKY 
ENERGY 
SAVERS 
SPRAY-ON INSULATION 

• Reduces construction costs 

• Is made from 100% recycled products 

For a dealer near you, or to start your own cellulose 
insulation business call, 

(618) 346-0271, (fax)-618-346-0272 • www.bluesky-usa.com 

IOBILE HOME ROOF PROBLEMS? 

0 0 
'The, Mobile Uofae Roo-fooeir Spea'aJis-k 

♦ STEEL ROOFING 
2" - 3" INSULATION 

ONE FOOT OVERHANG 
NO MORE ROOF RUMBLE 
LOWER UTILITY BILLS 

HEAR BETTER AND SAVE! 
Basic Full Shell Digital Full Shell 

Now $ 195 Now $495 

MID-AMERICA 
HEARING CENTER 
Licensed Hearing Instrument Specialists 

1050 W. Hayward Drive 558 E. Mt. Vernon Blvd. 
Mt. Vernon, MO 65712 

800-372-4554 
Mt. Vernon, MO 65712 

800-354-1905 
526 N. Business 65 
Branson, MO 65616 

800-649-6242 

601 S. 291 Hwy 
Liberty, MO 64068 

877-631-5115 
www. midamericahearing. com 

“OUR BEST...FOR LESS...IN A DAY” 

LOWEST COST 
Term Life Insurance 

Issue ages through 90 

AGE $100,000 $250,000 
45 12.78 22.75 
55 16.19 31.28 
65 31.06 68.47 
Rates figured on monthly cost for female non-tobacco users. 

RAMLET & ASSOC, INC. 

(800) 933-6354 
TALIC FORM NO. 1-32207-198 

FREE CATALOGUE 

1-859-745-0606 
www.kstbuild.com 

K 
$4,595 24\30\8 Mewlook! 

The Hobs teel $5,595 30x36x8 
40x48x10 $9,295 

$14,495 50x60x12 
60x80x12 $20,695 

$27,595 75x80x14 

loan 

www.hafdyhsater.com 
Bates@hardyheater.com 

stainless steel construction 

Heats home and household 

hot water 

WOODBFURNAC1 10-year warranty 
Connects to your existing 

central duct 

or hydronic system 

Standard with bronze 

circulator pump 

and automatic draft 

combustion blower, and grates 

Units from 100,000 to 250,000 

BTU’s output 

Financing Available (new) 
Dealer Inquiries Welcome 

Hardy Manufacturing 
Company, Inc. 

12345 Road 505 
PHILADELPHIA. MS 39350 

(1-800-542-7395) 

FUTURE STEEL BUILDINGS 
Do-It-Yourself Steel Buildings 

• Recreational Use 
■ Boat Storage 
■ Bunkie 
• Equipment Storage 
• Garage/Shop 
»PWC/Snowmobile 

m 

1 30-year perforation warranty 
• Full technical support from start to finish 
• Fully customized to meet your needs 
• Factory-direct savings 

Our building consultants are ready to take your call 

FREE! 1-800-668-5111 



Saying Goodbye... 
Mammoth Auction to be held in June 

By Stacy Slatton, ICL Intern 

Anyone who has lost a loved one knows 
how hard it is to part with all of his or 

her belongings. It’s no different for Darrell 
Ebbersten and Charlene Bedolli, who said 
goodbye to their father, Carl Ebbersten, in 
May 2005. What makes this situation unique, 
however, is the massive number of Carl’s 
belongings. His collection of antique tractors, 
farm tools, farm toys and memorabilia packed 
several sheds to the last inch. 

Carl grew up with a dream of becoming 
a farmer after spending many days on his 
grandparents’ farm. His dream became a 
reality in 1957 when he rented a farm near 
Cornland. 

His love of farming didn’t stop with his fieldwork and 
chores around the farm. Since the 1960s Carl has attended 
countless auctions, collecting everything from antique 
tractors to literature and memorabilia. “Dad’s two favorite 
things to do in life were to go to auctions and attend 
antique tractor shows,” Charlene says fondly. Over the 
years his collection grew immensely. He had 15 sheds in 
which he stored all of his treasures. 

June 22-24 Aumann Auctions will hold a three-day 
auction of Carl’s estate. “The only word that can describe 
this auction is mammoth,” says Kurt Aumann, owner of 
Aumann Auctions. “There are more than 300 tractors, 
plus a farm toy, literature and memorabilia collection, 
parts and implements.” 

On Thursday and Friday, two auctions will occur 
simultaneously and include all of Carl’s estate, minus his 

antique tractor collection. Saturday’s auction will only 
include Carl’s antique tractors. 

People from all over the United States are expected to 
come to the auction. Web bidding and phone bidding will 
also be available. A picture will be posted on the Internet of 
the item being bid on at that time and people all over the 
world are invited to bid with and against the people at the 
auction. “We do a lot of auctions with Internet simulcast, 
and it really allows a lot more people to participate,” says 
Aumann. “It’s one of the largest auctions that anyone will 
ever go to.” 

Darrell and Charlene, with help from many friends 
and family, have spent hundreds of hours preparing all of 
their dad’s prized possessions for auction in June. “Dad 
loved everything that he brought home and rarely parted 
with any of his treasures,” Charlene says. 

Carl’s antique tractor collection is the most stunning in 
his estate. Carl was a member 
of many antique tractor clubs 
and spent a lot of time adding 
to his collection. “He did not 
buy any particular brand of 
tractor because he loved them 
all, no matter what color they 
were,” Charlene says. 

For more information or 
to view pictures of items ready 
for auction, visit the Aumann 
Auction Web site at www. 
aumannauctions.com. “We 
hope that the new owners will 
enjoy and love their new pos¬ 
sessions as much as Dad did,” 
Charlene says. 
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Carl Ebbersten on one of 
his many beloved tractors. 



2-4, The 18th 
Annual Spring' 
fest and TwoDay 
Draft Horse 
Show in Brocton. 
A parade, a kiddy 
tractor pull, a car 
show, an amateur 
horse and mule pull, 
a fish fry, music and 
much more. 

2- 4, Annawan Fun Days in 
Downtown Annawan. A weekend of fun 
for the whole family. Games for kids, Little 
Miss Blaze contest, a street dance, beer 
tent, flag football and a parade. (309) 935- 
6264 or www.annawanillinois.com. 

3, Art on the Square in Down¬ 
town Taylorville. Juried local and re¬ 
gional artists gather together to display 
and sell their works. (217) 824-5420. 

3, Crappie USA/Corps of Engi- 
neers Kids Fishing Tournament 
at Dam West Recreation Area at Lake 
Shelbyville in Shelbyville. This event 
is for kids 12 years and younger. Must 
be accompanied by an adult, and must 
bring their own fishing equipment and 
bait. Registration: 8 - 9 a.m. Tourna¬ 
ment: 9-11 a.m. (217) 774-3313. 

3, Intertribal Pow Wow at the 
Grand Village of the Kickapoo Park in Le 
Roy. Come journey back in time to experi¬ 
ence Native American culture. Come see 
Buffalo Bill dancing, handmade jewelry, a 
buffalo herd exhibit, children’s activities, 
food and more. Admission is $5. Kids 6 
years old and younger are free. (309) 261- 
3043 or grand_village@ yahoo.com. 

3, The Tri-Valley Fine Arts 
Annual Garden Walk in Downs. 9 
a.m.-4 p.m. Advanced tickets are $9 per 
person. Tickets are $10 per person the 
day of the walk. (309) 662-5617. 

3- 4, The 36th Annual Rendez- 
vous in Prairie Du Rocher. Come see one 
of the largest rendezvous in the country. 
Enjoy 18th century crafts, music, hundreds 
of historically-dressed participants, a rifle 
competition, a cannon and motor compe¬ 
tition, a trade show and much more. Free. 
(618) 284-7230 or ftdchart@htc.net. 

Check us out Online! 
Go to www.icl.coop to find these 
events and all your other Illinois 
Country Living favorites. 

4, The 14th Annual Gateway 
TwO'Cylinder Club Tractor Show 
at the Monroe County Fairgrounds in 
Waterloo. 9 a.m.-4 p.m. All makes of ag¬ 
ricultural equipment are welcome. Enter¬ 
tainment, parades and tractor events will 
be held throughout the day. Food and 
refreshments are available. Admission is 
$2 per car. Exhibitors are free. (618) 939- 
7556 or marieb817@aol.com. 

4, All Wheels Car Show in Al¬ 
ton. Classic cars, trucks and motorcycles 
will be displayed on Broadway Street. 
Awards will be given for each class. Come 
for the cars, stay for the music, 50-50 
drawing, food and shopping. Free. (618) 
463-1016 or www.altonmarketplace.com. 

9, An Artful Affair at Galena 
Cellars Vineyard in Galena. A local 
artists art show. Admission is $5 and 
includes one glass of wine and refresh¬ 
ments. (815)777-3151. 

9- lO, The 10th Annual Route 
66 Festival in Edwardsville. An 
annual festival celebrating “The Mother 
Road” offering plenty of great music, food, 
craft booths, children’s activities, a classic 
car show and a cruise, family entertain¬ 
ment and a talent show. Free. (618) 656- 
7600 or www.edglenchamber.com. 

9- 11, The 24th Annual Mat' 
teson Festival in Matteson. Outdoor 
community festival featuring live enter¬ 
tainment daily. Carnival rides, arts and 
crafts, food/beer garden and much more. 
Free parking and admission to festival. 
(708) 748-1080 or www.vil.matteson.il.us. 

1 O, One Hundred Men Who 
Cook at the MetroCentre in Rockford. 
More than 100 male “celebrity chefs” 
do the cooking at this annual gala. Try 
out their favorite dishes while spending 
a casual evening dancing to music by 
the Dixieland Docs. Take a chance on 
winning a new car in the Three Vehicle 
Raffle. Admission is $45. (815) 963- 
7323 or www.theliteracycouncil.org. 

1 O, Belden Bazaar at the Marina 
Pavilion on Lake Galena in Galena. 
8 a.m. - 2 p.m. Featuring talented artists 
and crafters, and just for fun those great 
“garage sale” items. Admission is $1. 
Breakfast and lunch will be available. 
A map listing other garage sales will be 
provided with the cost of admission. 
Proceeds of the bazaar will be used to 
restore the Belden School, a one-room 
limestone schoolhouse that was built in 
1859 and used as a school until 1943. 
(815) 777-1133 or (815) 777-2000. 

1 O, The 42nd Annual Turtle 
Races in Danville. 2-10 p.m. This 
popular local event will help raise mon¬ 
ey for disabled and underprivileged chil¬ 
dren. Several different races will be held 
throughout the day. (217) 446-5327. 

I O, Old Market Day - Skills from 
the Hills on Old Market House Square 
in Galena. A living history example of a 
tum-of-the-century open-air market with 
produce, flowers, crafts, homemade breads 
and pastries, Rada Cutlery and demon¬ 
strations. (815) 858-3392. 

10-1 1 & 17-18, 
O’Galena Orienteering Festival 
at Witkowsky State Wildlife Area in 
Galena. Navigate the scenic hills of 
northwest Illinois with a topographical 
map and compass. Fun, cross-country 
recreational activity for all ages and skill 
levels. Held rain or shine. Admission is 
$10. Children 6 and younger are free. 
Maximum cost of $40 per family. (815) 
858-9100 or info@jdcf.org. 

11, Macon County Master 
Gardeners’ Garden Walk in Decatur. 
II a.m.- 4 p.m. Tickets are $8 in advance 
and $10 the day of the event. This year’s 
tour will include seven gardens offering 
a variety of styles. All ticket holders will 
be eligible to win one of many great door 
prizes and need not be present to win. 
(217) 877-6042. 

1 1-18, Clark County Fair 
in Marshall. Bring the whole family for 
horse racing, a carnival, a queen contest, 
a demolition derby, tractor and horse 
pulls and animal judging. (217) 826- 
8084 or www.marshall-il.com. 

12, The Spirit of Peoria River 
Cruise and Dixieland Band in Peo¬ 
ria. Join the captain and crew on the Il¬ 
linois’ only authentic paddlewheel. Take 
a break to relax and listen to music while 
you cruise along the picturesque Illinois 
River. Gounnet dessert included. $25 per 
person. Space is limited. (800) 868-7625. 
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IS, The 53 rd Annual Ice 
Cream Social at the Stephenson 
County Historical Society Museum in 
Freeport. Enjoy fresh baked pies, cakes 
and ice cream in the beautiful Taylor 
Family’s Arboretum. Tour the mansion 
and listen to music. Admission is $5. 
(815) 232-8419 or (800) 369-2955 

15, Murder Mystery Matinee 
“Machine Gun Elvis,, at Starved 
Rock Lodge in Utica. You may find 
yourself in the middle of a murder at this 
interactive theater production. And one 
lucky guest who follows along closely 
will win an overnight stay at Starved 
Rock Lodge. Includes a delicious hot 
lunch buffet. $24.95 per person. (800) 
868-7625 ext. 386. 
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1 6-1 7, National Road Festi¬ 
val in Historic Greenup. Enjoy a trac¬ 
tor show, a talent contest, an archery 
contest, a skillet throwing contest, a 
4-H BBQ, a library book sale, antiques 
and more. (217) 923-3557 or www.na- 
tionalroad.org. 

1 6-20, The 38th Annual 
Music and Craft Festival in Gen¬ 
esee. Food and craft vendors fill the park 
with a wide display of handmade crafts 
and tasty food. There will be a parade 
on the 20th, featuring marching bands 
and floats. Free. (309) 944-2686 or www. 
geneseo.net/~geneseo. 

1 6- 18, The 5th Annual 
Great Galena Balloon Race at 
Eagle Ridge Inn and Resort in Galena. 
Enjoy a Friday night balloon glow on the 
North Course driving range. Saturday/ 
Sunday, 30 hot air balloons will launch 
for “Hare and Hound” races. In addition 
there will be a bicycle race, kite flying 
and a skydiving show. (815) 777-2444 or 
www.greatgalenaballoonrace.com. 

17, The 5th Annual Street 
Dance in Beecher. Come be enter¬ 
tained at this outdoor event. Enjoy live 
music, brats and hot dogs. (708) 946-2261 
or www.villageofbeecher.org/chamber. 

17, Father’s Day Demo Derby 
at Bureau County Fairgrounds in Princ¬ 
eton. Gates open at 6 p.m. General 
admission seating is $9 for adults, $5 for 
children ages 7-12 and free for kids 6 
and younger. (815) 875-2905 or www. 
bureaucountyfair.com. 

17, Annual Bluegrass & BBQ 
Festival in Downtown Fairfield. Blue- 
grass musicians from Illinois, Kentucky, 
Tennessee, Missouri and Indiana will 
be jammin’ on the lawn of the Fairfield 
Courthouse. Barbeque with all the 
trimmings and homemade dessert will 
be available. In addition enjoy historic 
walking tours and driving tours by the 
Egyptian Old Car Club. Free. (618) 842- 
6116 or www.mainstreetfairfield.com. 

17, The Cumberland County 
4-H Pork Chop BBQ at the Mu¬ 
nicipal Building in Greenup. 4:30 - 8 
p.m. Tickets can be purchased in ad¬ 
vance from any Cumberland County 
4-H member or contact the Cumber¬ 
land County Extension Office. Tickets 
will also be available at the door for a 
slightly higher price. The menu will in¬ 
clude: pork chops, potatoes, applesauce, 
bread & butter, dessert and drink or 
pork burger sandwich, dessert and drink. 
Ticket prices vary with meal selection. 
Picnic-style seating is available as well 
as indoor air-conditioned seating. Car¬ 
ryout meals are also available. Proceeds 
from the event benefit the Cumberland 
County 4-H Program. (217) 849-3931 or 
tjeich@uiuc.edu. 

18, Father’s Day at Miller 
Park Zoo in Bloomington. Fathers 
and grandfathers who are accompanied 
by a son or daughter will receive free 
admission to the zoo. (309) 434-2250 or 
www.millerparkzoo.org. 

2 1 -25, Mack-Ca-Fest Farm 
Days in Mackinaw. Festivities include 
the Miss Mack-Ca-Fest Pageant, evening 
musical entertainment under the stars 
Thursday-Saturday, a craft show/flea mar¬ 
ket and a parade on Saturday, a tractor 
pull on Sunday, carnival rides, food tents, 
hingo, raffles and much more! Fun for the 
whole family! (309) 359-3075. 

24, America’s Cardboard Cup 
Regatta in Crystal Fake. Big and 
small boats made of cardboard will com¬ 
pete in a race. Enjoy carnival rides and a 
craft fair. All proceeds go to area chari¬ 
ties. Gates open at 9 a.m. and races be¬ 
gin at 12 p.m. (815) 459-1300 or www. 
cardboardcup.com. 

1, Normal Avenue Historic 
Walk and Garden Tour in Normal. 
12-5 p.m. Ten beautiful historic homes 
and nine gardens will be featured in 
the tour. Greg Koos, McLean County 
historian, will give guided tours at 1 and 
3 p.m. discussing the architecture of the 
homes. At 2 and 4 p.m., storyteller Viv¬ 
ian Carter will give guided tours about 
the secrets of Old North Normal Histor¬ 
ic District. Sack lunches will be served 
from 12-2 p.m. at the First United 
Methodist Church in Normal. Cost for 
lunch is $5. Tickets for the tour are $7. 
(309) 663-0216. 

-, Music in the Park at Starved 
Rock State Park in Utica. The Illinois 
Valley Symphony Orchestra will bring 
you an outdoor musical experience the 
whole family will enjoy. Bring your blan¬ 
kets or lawn chairs. Admission is free 
and open to the public. (800) 868-7625. 

L 
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25, The 17th Annual “Sym¬ 
phony of Gardens 2006” tour in 
Springfield. 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Tour five 
wonderfully diverse gardens, sure to 
delight garden lovers of all kind. Tickets 
are $12 in advanced or $15 at the gar¬ 
dens. To order call (217) 787-4857 or 
(217) 522-2838. 

Illinois Country Living publishes event listings as space allows, giving preference to events of regional or statewide interest. 
Event listings are provided by the event sponsors and the Illinois Bureau of Tourism. The magazine assumes no responsibility 
for the accuracy of information submitted for publication and advises calling ahead to confirm dates and times. To be con¬ 
sidered for inclusion, send listings and photographs (If sending photographs please include self-addressed stamped envelope) to 
Illinois Datebook, Illinois Country Living, PO Box 3787, Springfield, IL 62708-3787. The August deadline is June 15. 
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High Heating Costs Getting You Down? 
Let ClimateMaster Geothermal Heating and 

Cooling Systems Cure Your Pain 

Check out 
these advantages 

or Uses nature’s renewable energy 

at Save up to 70% on heating costs 

Sir Comfortable and quiet 

at Clean and safe - no carbon monoxide 

Free hot water 

at Tax credits in 2006 

Contact your local dealer for more information 
Anna 
Hartline Heating & Cooling 
618-833-6802 

Auburn 
Lonnie L. Winn Heating 

& Cooling 
217-438-1235 

Belleville 
Sigman Heating 

& Air Conditioning, Inc. 
618-234-4343 

Bloomington Decatur Hume Urbana 
Custom Air Company Air King, Inc. Snyder Plumbing, Quality Plumbing, Heating 
309-828-8281 217-423-9949 Heating, Air Conditioning & Air Conditioning 
SBC Heating Galva & Electrical 217-328-5081 

& Air Conditioning Inc. Anderson Plumbing 217-887-9068 Vandalia 
309-661-4328 & Heating Normal Hunter Appliance Heating 
Carbondale 309-932-2875 Frost Cooling & Cooling 
Jacobs Mechanical Gibson City 309-862-2571 618-283-3224 

Services Inc. GR Services Onley Waterloo 
618-529-2989 217-784-4482 Read’s Inc. Sigman Heating 
Champaign 
Lanz Heating & Cooling 
217-202-6858 

Marvel 
Lebeck Refrigeration 
217-229-4295 

618-393-4102 & Air Conditioning, Inc. 
618-234-4343 

CUMATEMASTER 
Quality Geothermal Heating, Cooling and Hot Water WWW.climatemaster.com 


