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Charleston 
LD Mechanical 
Contractors, Inc. 
217-345-9633 

Collinsville 
BEL-0 Sales & Service, Inc 
618-344-3434 

Columbia 
BEL-0 Sales & Service, Inc 
618-281-8118 

Damiansville 
Toennies Service Co. 
618-248-5130 

Decatur 
Design Air Htg. & A/C 
217-429-1105 
800-452-7845 

...because this home has a state-of-the-art 

WaterFurnace geothermal system. 

There's no flame from burning fossil fuels 

and no danger of carbon monoxide. No 

annoying blast of cold air as with ordinary 

furnaces. And no high energy bills, because a 

WaterFurnace system can save up to 60 percent in 

annual heating and cooling costs. WaterFurnace geothermal 

heating and cooling: A lot more than meets the eye. Call a 

dealer near you for more information. 

Thomasboro 
Hoveln Htg. & Clg. 
217-643-2125 

Tuscola 
Triangle Htg. & Clg. 
217-253-5400 

Vandalia 
HunterApplianceHtg.&CIg. 
618-283-3224 

Vienna 
Hartline Heating & Cooling 
618-833-6802 

Virden 
Snell’s Plumbing & Htg. 
217-965-3911 

Waterloo 
Sigman Htg. & A/C 
618-234-4343 

Toennies Service Co. 
618-248-5130 

Watseka 
R & M Electric 
815-432-4062 

West Frankfort 
McCords Htg. & A/C 
618-932-3745 

Call 800.GEO.SAVE or visit waterftimace 

Litchfield Pontiac 
Snell’s Plumbing & Htg. Kupferschmid, Inc. 

Delavan 
217-324-4560 815-842-3812 

Jeckel Plumbing & Htg. Macomb Quincy 
309-244-8265 Arnold Brothers Htg. & Clg. Peters Htg. & A/C, Inc. 

Effingham 
309-833-2852 217-222-1368 

Jansen’s Htg. & A/C Marion Red Bud 
217-347-5223 D & C Sheetmetal De Rousse Htg. & A/C, Inc. 

Flora 
618-997-6577 618-282-2224 

Electro Electric ML Vernon Salem 
618-662-4520 Holloway Htg. & A/C BooherTin Shop 

Forrest 
618-242-5481 618-548-1295 

Kupferschmid, Inc. Murphysboro Springfield 
815-657-8147 Williams A/C & Htg., Inc. Collins Plumbing & Htg. 

Gibson City 
618-684-3606 217-793-8031 

Houston Plumbing Pana Sullivan 
800-379-2165 Macari Service Center Rowland Plumbing & Htg. 

Goodfield 
217-562-3631 217-728-8025 

Hinrichsen Paxton Shelbyville 
309-965-2604 Houston Plumbing Macari Service Center 

Harrisburg 
800-379-2165 217-774-4214 

Williams A/C Heating Peru Steelville 
618-684-3606 Pro’s Htg. & Clg. Williams A/C & Htg., Inc. 

Lawrenceville 
815-223-0715 618-965-2040 

Tracy Electric Petersburg Taylorville 
618-943-2243 Collins Plumbing & Htg. Yard Htg. & Clg. 

Lincoln 
217-632-3670 217-824-4737 

Albert Service Htg. & A/C Pittsfield 
217-735-9990 Peters Htg. & A/C, Inc. 

.com 
217-285-1600 
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WHERE THERE'S A WILL, 
THERE'S A WAY 
A light of hope shines for small town 
America. Find out how small town 
residents are being empowered to 
enrich their communities, their lives, 
and the lives of future generations. 

Published by 
Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives 

6460 South Sixth Frontage Road East, 
Springfield, IL 62712 

www.icl.coop 
(800) 593-2432 • aiecinfo@aiec.coop 

John Lowrey Editor 

Michelle McNeal Assistant Editor 

Nancy R. Nixon & Catrina McCulley Wagner. Associate Editors 

Sandy Wolske Advertising Coordinator/Graphic Designer 

Kara Henning & Kathy Feraris Graphic Designers 

Derek Squires Graphic Technician/Designer 

Connie Newenham Circulation Coordinator 

Illinois Country Living is a monthly publication serving the communications needs 

of the locally owned, not-for-profit electric cooperatives of Illinois. With a circula¬ 
tion of more than 150.000. the magazine informs cooperative members about issues 

affecting their electric cooperative and the quality of life in rural Illinois. 
Illinois Country Living (ISSN number 1086-8062) is published monthly and is the 

official publication of the Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives. 6460 South 

Sixth Frontage Road East, Springfield, IL 62712. The cost is $2.50 plus postage per 

year for members of subscribing cooperatives and $6 per year for all others. Periodical 

postage paid at Springfield. Illinois, and additional mailing offices. 

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to: Illinois Country Living, P.O. Box 3787, 

Springfield, IL 62708. 

ADVERTISING: The national advertising representative is The Weiss Group. 
1-877-934-7747. Acceptance of advertising by the magazine does not imply en¬ 

dorsement by the publisher or the electric cooperatives of Illinois of the product or 

service advertised. Illinois Country Living is not responsible for the performance 

of the product or service advertised. 
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Co-ops are adding innovative technology for better 
service and efficiency. Find out how this will affect you. 

CURRENTS   6 
Find out how to install an emergency generator safely, 
get a tax credit, free credit report, and more. 

SAFETY & HEALTH  14 
Planning to clean out the garage anytime soon? Learn 
the proper methods of disposing of hazardous waste 
materials. 

YARD & GARDEN    16 
How to help your houseplants thrive this winter. 

ENERGY SOLUTIONS  18 
Find out about new super windows that cure winter 
sweats and save energy. 

MARKETPLACE  25 

GEOTHERMAL ENERGY GRANT  27 
Southern Illinois University at Carbondale receives a 
geothermal grant administered through electric co-ops. 

BRING HEATING BILLS DOWN TO EARTH  28 
With natural gas and propane costs doubling, now is the 
time to convert to heat pump technology. 

Touchstone Energy" 
www.touchstoneenergy.com 

The Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives and 23 Illinois electric cooperatives are members of the Touch¬ 
stone Energy, a national alliance of 625 electric cooperatives. Touchstone Energy cooperative employees adhere 
to four core values — integrity, accountability, innovation, and commitment to community. 



=|| Innovation the Key to Future Needs 
Co-ops adding new technology for better service and efficiency 

The success of a co-op is dependent on how well 

it responds to the needs of its local memhers. 

The Touchstone Energy® Cooperatives of Illinois 

have pledged to meet their members’ needs by fol¬ 

lowing four core values: integrity, accountability, 

innovation, and commitment to community. 

Each of these cornerstones is key to supporting 

our pledge of providing excellent service to you and 

helping improve the quality of life in rural Illinois. 

Let me give you a few examples of how co-ops are 

putting those words into action with innovative 

new technologies and services. 

Let me start with automated meter reading 

(AMR). Illinois co-ops are way out in front when it 

comes to installing these high-tech meter-reading 

systems. AMR systems use existing power lines 

as a communication path to every meter on the 

system. And while the main objective is accurate 

and efficient meter reading, AMR systems actually 

provide much more than that. 

For example, AMR systems are being used 

to provide better end-of-line voltage monitoring. 

That simply means better power quality for you. 

AMR systems are also being used to respond to and 

track outages and perform remote connects and 

disconnects. This helps to shorten the length of 

outages, improves efficiency, and saves money. 
With an AMR system your co-op can provide 

you with more information about your daily 

energy use. That can help 

you control your energy 

budget. In the near future 

I expect we will see this 

information online so you 

can have easy access to 

information about your 

energy use patterns. It also 

opens up the possibility of 

new and innovative rates 

that could give you new 

options and help your co-op control demand costs. 

AMR systems can reduce the need for sending 

trucks and personnel to accounts, saving as much 

as $100 per trip. Co-ops are also integrating 

AMR systems with supervisory control and data 

acquisition (SCADA) systems that remotely con¬ 

trol and monitor substations. By combining AMR 

with SCADA and other systems like automated 

outage notification and computerized mapping 

"I believe co-ops are 
innovative because we 

don't have the bureaucracy 
inherent within large, 

distant utilities." 

systems, we are creating powerful new systems that 

simply mean faster and better service to you. 

Beyond the core business of providing elec¬ 

tricity, many cooperatives are either working 

independently or teaming up with other co-ops 

and industry partners to provide some desperately 

needed infrastructure systems in rural Illinois. The 

services include broadband Internet service, rural 

water, and even rural sewer systems. By working 

cooperatively to accomplish these large and expen¬ 

sive projects, I think co-ops will overcome this for¬ 

midable challenge just like they did nearly 70 years 

ago when rural Illinois was in the dark. 

In rural Illinois broadband service is nearly 

nonexistent. In southern Illinois, six electric co-ops 

have formed a subsidiary called Southern Services. 

We are working with a partner to begin providing 

broadband service. Several co-ops in the state are 

providing WildBlue satellite broadband service. 

Without broadband service in place, enticing new 

businesses to our area is nearly impossible. 

At our co-op we are trying to develop a rural 

sewer system that will use a proven new technology 

called sequential batch reactors. A fully-enclosed 

system, it will be odorless and environmentally 

efficient. Planning a rural sewer system is a huge 

undertaking, but it’s worth the effort. 

We are also converting to new more energy 

efficient transformers that use soybean oil instead 

of mineral oil. A biodegradable oil like this is safer 

for the environment in the event of a spill. 

I believe co-ops are innovative because we 

don’t have the bureaucracy inherent within large, 

distant utilities. We are right here at home in our 

community, and governed by open-minded local 

leaders. They understand we need to constantly try 

and improve, but are also mindful of the expense 

side of the equation. Innovation embarked on just 

to have the latest technology is simply not prudent. 

Each co-op is different, with local needs that will 

dictate the innovative approach it takes to provide 

better service. ■ 

Alan W. Wattles is the President/CEO of 
Monroe County Electric Co-Operative, 
Inc., Waterloo, III. 

The opinions and views of guest commen¬ 
tators are their own and may not represent 
those of the Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives or the electric co-ops of Illinois. 
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High Heating Costs Getting You Down? 
Let ClimateMaster Geothermal Heating and 

Cooling Systems Cure Your Pain 

Check out 
these advantages 

Bt Uses nature’s renewable energy 

& Save up to 70% on heating costs 

or Comfortable and quiet 

Bf Clean and safe - no carbon monoxide 

or Free hot water 

BT Tax credits in 2006 

Contact your local dealer for more information 
Anna 
Hartline Heating & Cooling 
618-833-6802 

Auburn 
Lonnie L. Winn Heating 

& Cooling 
217-438-1235 

Belleville 
Sigman Heating 

& Air Conditioning, Inc. 
618-234-4343 

Bloomington Damiansville Marvel Urbana 
Custom Air Company Toennies Service Co. Lebeck Refrigeration Quality Plumbing, Heating 
309-828-8281 618-248-5130 217-229-4295 & Air Conditioning 

SBC Heating Decatur Hume 217-328-5081 

& Air Conditioning Inc. Air King, Inc. Snyder Plumbing, Vandalia 
309-661-4328 217-423-9949 Heating, Air Conditioning Hunter Appliance Heating 

Carbondale 
Jacobs Mechanical 

Galva 
Anderson Plumbing 

& Electrical 
217-887-9068 

& Cooling 
618-283-3224 

Services Inc. & Heating Normal Waterloo 
618-529-2989 309-932-2875 Frost Cooling Sigman Heating 

Champaign Gibson City 309-862-2571 & Air Conditioning, Inc. 
618-234-4343 

Lanz Heating & Cooling GR Services Onley 
217-202-6858 217-784-4482 Read’s Inc. 

618-393-4102 

CLIMATEMASTER 
Quality Geothermal Heating, Cooling and Hot Water WWW.climatemaster.com 
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Former Illinois State Senator N. Duane Noland is the new President/CEO of the Association of Illinois Electric 

Cooperatives. Noland said, “I was bom into a cooperative family. I learned at a young age how a co-op works, that 

it is member-owned and member-controlled. ” 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING www.icl.coop 

Noland Picked to Head Association of Illinois 
Electric Cooperatives 
The hoard of directors of the Association of Illinois 

Electric Cooperatives (AIEC), Springfield, 111., 

has selected N. Duane Noland to replace retiring 

President/CEO Earl Struck. Noland will begin 

serving as President/CEO in January. 

Before accepting the position, Noland served 

as vice president of Hickory Point Bank and Trust. 

From 1990 to 2003, he was a member of the Illinois 

General Assembly, serving two terms in the Illinois 

Senate and four terms in the Illinois House of 

Representatives. As a state senator, Noland served 

as assistant majority leader, and vice chair of the 

Agriculture and Conservation Committee. One of 

the many leadership awards Noland received was the 

Illinois Electric Cooperative Public Service Award. 

Noland is also vice president of Noland Farms 

and the seventh generation to operate the 2,500- 

acre centennial family farm in Macon and Christian 

counties. Noland and his wife Tina have three chil¬ 

dren and reside in rural Blue Mound, 111. 

An active civic and agricultural leader, Noland 

has served on the board of directors of organizations 

such as Millikin University, Decatur Memorial 

Hospital, the Grain & Feed Association of Illinois, 

Macon County Farm Bureau Foundation, the 

American Red Cross, and the Illinois Corn Growers 

Association. 

Struck, of Springfield, has served as AIEC 

President/CEO since February 1994. He has been 

with the association for 27 years, serving earlier as 

director of legal and government relations. 

Struck said, “With rising energy costs, de¬ 

regulation uncertainty, and many other challenges, 

I know Duane will work with our co-op leaders to 

meet these challenges and continue our history of 

improving the quality of life for rural Illinois co-op 

members. Duane has a proven track record of ser¬ 

vice to rural Illinois, and I congratulate our board of 

directors on the wise decision they’ve made.” 

Based in Springfield, the AIEC provides legal, 

engineering, communications, safety training, 

legislative representation, and other services to 26 

Illinois electric co-ops. AIEC member cooperatives 

serve more than 239,000 farms, homes, and business 

in 83 counties, with 54,117 miles of line. The AIEC 

is a member of Touchstone Energy® — an alliance 

of more than 625 local, consumer-owned electric 

utilities around the country. ■ 



Thrill Seekers Have a New Place to Play Do you have expansive acreage that’s just sitting idle? Providing a safe place for 
adventure-seekers who ride off-highway vehicles (OHV) might be the perfect 

way to increase economic development in your area, while doing something pro¬ 
ductive with your land. There are only a few such courses in the state for OHV 

riders to enjoy, one of which is the new Rocky Glen OHV Park in Rockford. The 

new OHV park opened in October. Although there are a few parks in other parts 

of the state, Rocky glen is the only OHV Park in Northern Illinois. The 120-acre 

park site features miles of trails and three scramble areas of different difficulty 

levels, so anyone can participate, regardless of their skill level. 

According to Sue Grans of William Charles Investments, the developer, riders 

appreciate the park for its convenience, varied tracks, and scenic trails. She says, 

’’Rocky Glen has hosted a wide variety of riders so far. I’ve seen kids as young as 

12, men as old as 55, and lots of women riders, too.” 

Rocky Glen is located just north of the US Highway 20 Bypass, between 

South Main Street and the Rock River. For more information about the park, 

check the Web site at www.rockyglenohv.com. 

You might look at your acreage differently now. Developing an OHV park 

could benefit you and your community. For more information about OH Vs, 

contact the All Terrain Vehicle Association by phone at (866) 288-2564 or visit 

their Web site at www.ATVA@ATVAonline.com. ■ 

Winter Olympics in Illinois are special The first image that usually comes to mind when people hear the words “Special 

Olympics” is a track meet. But in Illinois, Special Olympics athletes com¬ 

pete in 19 different summer and winter sports. One of the most enjoyable and 

exhilarating events that happens each year is the annual Special Olympics State 

Winter Games. 

Nearly 400 athletes from Illinois will gather in the Galena area for the 26th 

Annual Special Olympics Illinois State Winter Games January 31-February 2, 

2006. Volunteers help with every aspect of Winter Games; many act as ski 

escorts on the slopes at Chestnut Mountain. 
Athletes will compete in alpine skiing, 

cross-country skiing, and snowshoeing 

at Chestnut Mountain Resort in Galena 
and in figure skating and speed skating at 

Five Flags Arena in Dubuque, Iowa, just 

across the Mississippi River, about a 20- 

minute ride from Galena. 

The Touchstone Energy co-ops 

of Illinois have been proud sponsors 

of Special Olympics in Illinois and 

Jo-Carroll Energy provides electricity 

to Chestnut Mountain. “The Special 

Olympics oath is let me win, but if I can¬ 

not win, let me be brave in the attempt,” 

says Michael Hastings, President/CEO of 

Jo-Carroll Energy. “I think we could all 

learn something from these very special 

athletes.” 

To find out more about Special Olym¬ 

pics, or to get involved as an athlete, 

coach, volunteer, or sponsor, visit the 

Illinois Web site at www.soill.org. ■ 

Jessica Linneman competes in snoie- 

shoeing at the Illinois Special Olympics 

Winter Games. 

Electric Heating Set 
To Rise This Winter With the costs of heating fuels up 

substantially this winter, con¬ 

sumers will seek ways to reduce the 

impact. One way will be to switch 

to electric heating. According to the 

Energy Information Administration 

(EIA,) the cost of natural gas is up 48 

percent, heating oil is up 32 percent, 

and propane is up 30 percent this 

winter over last. 

The price of electricity, however, 

is only up about 5 percent from a year 

ago. As a result, it is anticipated that 

consumers will shift somewhat from 

heating their homes and offices with 

fuels that have risen at much higher 

price increases compared to electric 

heating increases. 

Sales of electric heating 

appliances are rising. Heat pumps 

may also increase, encouraged by the 

new energy bill that offers tax credits 

for efficient heat pumps. 

Increases in heating costs are 

not new. Over the past five winter 

seasons, the cost to heat a home 

with natural gas has increased from 

$465 to $1,096, or 136 percent; with 

fuel oil has increased from $627 to 
$1,577, or 152 percent; with propane 

has gone from $736 to $1,427, up 94 

percent. 

By contrast, the cost to heat a 

home with electricity has increased 

only slightly, from $717 to$755,a5- 

percent increase. ■ 
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Free $mart Energy Design 
Web Conference A free energy efficiency Web conference is being held January 18 from 10 a.m. 

until 12 p.m. The program is for consumers, small business owners, utility 
personnel, developers, contractors, architects, and engineers. 

This program is sponsored by the Illinois Department of Commerce and 
Economic Opportunity (DCEO), the Geothermal Heat Pump Consortium 
(GHPC), and the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign Building 
Research Council (BRC) and will be broadcast from the WILL studios on the 
University of Illinois campus. The program is part of the State of Illinois’ new 
energy program, the Small Business $mart Energy Program (SB$E). The SB$E 
program in Illinois provides engineering design assistance and helps identify 
opportunities for energy savings. 

The primary goals of the SB$E program are: 
• To reduce the cost of doing business in the state through improved 

energy efficiency, 
• To support job creation, 
• To mitigate pollution by reducing energy usage, 
• To improve small business competitiveness through intelligent building 

design and efficient building components and systems. 

To sign up for the Web conference go to http://webcast.sedac.org. For more 
information on host sites for the Web conference contact Jessica Commins, 
$mart Energy Design Assistance Center, (202) 558-6413, or Jessica@SEDAC. 
org, or go to www.sedac.org. ■ 

Touchstone Energy Co-Ops Working on Jobs Illinois’ Touchstone Energy® co-ops are working 
together with community leaders to bring new jobs to 

rural Illinois. On Tuesday, November 8, five southern 
Illinois electric cooperatives hosted a Touchstone Energy 
economic development “boot camp” at Southern Illinois 
Power Cooperative in Marion. Local economic develop¬ 
ment representatives and co-op leaders learned how cor¬ 
porate site selectors think — what information they want 
about vacant buildings and property sites. Each economic 
development group was given a mock request for infor¬ 
mation about their communities in advance. During the 
workshop, each group met with experts to discuss the pros 
and cons of their proposals, and how they could improve 
their proposal and attract more site selectors. 

Hosts of the boot camp were Egyptian Electric 
Cooperative in Steeleville, Monroe County Electric 
Co-Operative in Waterloo, SouthEastern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative in Eldorado, Southern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative in Dongola, and Tri-County Electric 
Cooperative in Mt. Vernon. 

In May, 11 central Illinois cooperatives hosted the 
same economic development boot camp. 

Touchstone Energy has developed additional economic 
development tools, with more in the works. For example, 
the New and Emerging Technologies (NET) Confer¬ 
ence is held each year to bring corporate and cooperative 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 

Sites Across America - Touchstone Energy Site Selection for buildings and sites 

!;€? http: f btfmn .sitesacrossamenca.com i 

Sites Across A me r i ca. com 
Yourone-sitfp connection to thousands of sues and buildings nationwide 

Site Selection Toot Submit Site Into * Cooperatives 

A POWERFUL NETWORK FOR SITING AND 
EXPANDING BUSINESSES 

Wdcorre to the new Touchstone Energy Electric Cooperative Site 
Selection deannghouse- •SitesAcrossAmenca'. This v*eb site is OesignecJ 
to help reel estate end site selection professionals pinpoint prime reel 
estate in America's high growth areas served by electric cooperatives. 

• Cooperative contacts for site development 
• Real estate information 
• Community demographics and links 

For more information coot 
Development. 703-907 5633 

rt*1>T*' TnKlwonc Energy' Cooper; 

leaders from across the country together to discuss their 
power needs and concerns. During the conference they 
also learn about new and innovative programs the co-ops 
offer. 

Another job building tool is the Touchstone Energy 
Sites Across America Web site. Vacant properties and 
available building sites in co-op communities are featured. 
Sites Across America is the only site with listings from 
across the country. This unique approach provides one 
stop shopping for site selectors. ■ 

Postage Rates 
Rising 5.4 Percent Hang onto your 

pocketbooks 
— postage rates are 
increasing again. 
The Postal Rate 
Commission has 
voted unanimously 
to raise postage 
rates by 5.4 percent, effective 
January 8. First-class standard let¬ 
ters and flat mail pieces will increase 
from 37 cents to 39 cents. This rate 
increase - the first since 2002 - is 
needed to fulfill the requirement of 
a federal law passed in 2003. That 
law requires the Postal Service 
to establish a $3.1 billion escrow 
account, with use of the funds to be 
determined by Congress at a later 
date. Without this federal mandate, 
it would not have been necessary to 
raise rates in 2006. For more infor¬ 
mation go to www.usps.com. ■ 



Top 10 New Year's Energy Saving Resolutions (and how to accomplish them!) 

I Resolve To... 

^Reduce my heating costs! 
Replace or clean furnace filters once a month and get 
a tunemp every few years to be sure your furnace is 
clean and properly adjusted. Install a programmable 
thermostat to save even more. You can automata 
cally lower your temperature while at work or asleep 
and raise it when you’re home. For every degree you 
lower your heat in the 60-70° range, you’ll save up to 
an additional 3 to 5 percent. 

^Stop paying too much to run my appliances! 

^ Replace appliances with Energy Star® models. Get 
rid of that old refrigerator in the garage; it could be 
costing you hundreds of dollars a year. Don’t keep 
it too cold; 37-40° for refrigerators and 0-5° for 
freezers is adequate. Use the air-dry cycle on your 
dishwasher. Wash full loads of clothes in warm or 
cold water when possible, and rinse all in cold wa¬ 
ter; they’ll get just as clean. Don’t peek at your food 
while baking. Every time you open the oven door, 
you release 25 percent of the heat. 

^ Not heat the attic this year! 
? Attic insulation should be a minimum of R-40. 
^ That’s about 10-12 inches of insulation. Electric 

cooperative energy advisors recommend cellulose 
insulation. Don’t forget to add fiberglass batts or 
insulation board to the top of your access door and 
weatherstrip around it. 

0 Stop letting the cold air in and the warm air out! 
? Get a blower door test to End out exactly where 

your air leaks are. You can also use a candle or 
smoking incense stick and check around all win¬ 
dows and doors. Use caulk and weatherstripping to 
seal up your home inside and out. Don’t forget to 
caulk along all baseboards and window trim, install 
foam gaskets behind covers on outlets and switches, 
use expandable foam around pipe entry points, and 
seal around your dryer vent. 

^Worship the sun’s energy! 
I Use landscaping and drapes to take advantage of 
^ the sun’s heat in the winter and block it in the sum¬ 

mer. Open drapes on south facing windows during 
the winter months to gain the sun’s natural heating. 

^Pay attention to my hot water heater! 

^ Set your water heater setting to 120° unless your 
dishwasher requires a higher temperature. Insulate 
the pipe coming out of the heater. Pre-formed pipe 
insulation sleeves simply snap into place and make 
it easy. Consider installing an extra water heater 
insulation blanket. Use low-flow showerheads. Co¬ 
operative energy advisors often recommend Mara¬ 
thon electric water heaters because of their high 
efficiency and long life. 

^ Light up my life efficiently! 

S Change out all high-usage bulbs and replace 
them with compact fluorescents. They use less 
energy, last 10 times longer, and distribute more 
light per watt. Install timers or motion sensors 
on lighting you often forget to turn off, or want 
to turn on automatically. This is great for out¬ 
door lighting as well as closets, garages, and util¬ 
ity rooms. Use lamps for task lighting instead of 
illuminating an entire room. 

^Become more aware of my energy 
^ wasting habits! 

Look around you. Is the TV on when no one 
is in the room? Do you keep the outside lights 
on all night? Are you using hot water when you 
don’t need to? Did you fix the leaking faucet 
or running toilet? Do you use the microwave, 
toaster oven, or crock-pot when possible? Did 
you install low-flow showerheads? 

^Contact my electric cooperative when 
^ considering new heating, cooling, water 

1 heating, or home building options. 

Your co-op may offer rebates or special rates or be 
able to help you choose wisely and save money. 

^Continue learning about energy efficiency! 
^ Read the Energy Solutions column in this maga¬ 

zine for energy saving tips. Also, check out the 
following Web sites: www.mylocalco-op.coop, 
www.energystar.gov,www.dougrye.com, and 
http://dulley.com. 
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Rekindling the fire in Smalltown, Illinois 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 

help in rekindling the fire their town 
once had. 

Illinois Coalition for Community 
Services (ICCS) is a little-known non¬ 
profit organization in Springfield dedi¬ 
cated to “helping communities help 
themselves.” You might not have heard 
of the organization as it quietly works 
behind the scenes. Coalition Executive 
Director Joe Dunn prefers to focus on 
the communities his group is helping, 
rather than promote his organiza¬ 
tion. ICCS, which is primarily funded 
through the Illinois Department of 
Human Services and other sources, was 
started in Chicago in 1934 as a com¬ 
munity prevention program to help at 
risk youth. Since then it has become 
much more, now helping communities 
turn ideas and dreams into reality. 

Every town must start the pro¬ 
cess of revitalization, but how? Dunn 
worked for Senator Paul Simon for 
a number of years, and Simon was 
known for his commitment to rural 
Illinois and for his rural town meet¬ 
ings. The most repetitive question 
he heard at those meetings was how 
residents could keep their town alive. 
Simon would reply, “Get the 12 most 
creative and imaginative people in 
town together and brainstorm at 
somebody’s house. You’ll probably 
come up with 50 great ideas for what 
you’d like to see in your town; then 
decide which of them you could re¬ 
alistically do.” The coalition steps in 
when someone from the community 
calls them for assistance in working 
on a plan. 

Driving through many small towns 
in Illinois, one can’t help hut be 

struck by the redundancy. The 
once-vibrant downtown areas have 
been reduced to ghost towns, and 
the “mom and pop” shops that once 
thrived along yesterday’s commerce 
centers are now vacant and boarded 
up. Everyone shops, visits the doc¬ 
tor, and eats somewhere else. This is 
inconvenient for the community’s 
residents and it robs potential tax 
revenue from the local economy. 
Dwindling tax revenue affects 
schools, roads, water and sewer sys¬ 
tems, property values, housing, jobs, 
and overall quality of life. 

There are many factors that 
contribute to the decline of a town. 
Maybe a major employer relocates, or 
schools consolidate, leaving one town 
without the central social activity the 
school once provided. The comer 
grocery store or a church could close, 
leaving the town without those ser¬ 
vices. Residents often sit by and help¬ 
lessly watch the town vaporize. They 
simply don’t know where to turn for 



With the help of volunteers, 
ICCS economic development spe- 
cialists provide services in 74 Illinois 
counties. The list of services they 
provide is lengthy, including teaching 
communities to conduct public meet¬ 
ings, recruit and motivate volunteers, 
organize youth mentoring programs, 
and generate infrastructure improve¬ 
ment. They also can assist with fund¬ 
raising and grantwriting, and help 
the community develop a budget 
and a strategic plan. Dunn says the 
coalition’s ultimate goal is for a com¬ 
munity to become sustainable, so it 
no longer needs its services. 

With help from the coalition, 
many towns are seeing results. For 
example, Shawneetown is improving 
its water and sanitation system, and 
East Dubuque is developing youth 
services. Barry is completing its com¬ 
munity plan, which includes recruit¬ 
ing more businesses to its industrial 

park and facilitating infrastructure 
improvements. 

The coalition helped Colchester 
start a committee called the Colches¬ 
ter Community Connections, orga¬ 
nized out of concern for the future of 
the community’s children. According 
to Dunn, the committee started out 
by creating some community service, 
summer, and after-school programs 
for kids. From those successes, they 
began partnering with other local 
groups, fueling a community-wide 
effort that has led to some substan¬ 
tive city planning. “I don’t think this 
effort would have taken place if this 
group of residents hadn’t stepped 
forward and decided they were going 
to do something about their commu¬ 
nity,” says Dunn. 

Dunn’s future goal for the coali¬ 
tion is to provide assistance to more 
communities and develop connectiv¬ 
ity among the many committees and 

individuals they work with around 
the state. The coalition developed 
the Illinois Peoples Assembly (IPA) 
to nurture that connectivity. “When¬ 
ever you get people around the table, 
all of a sudden there’s a huge amount 
of energy because people share ideas 
that have worked for them. Or they 
hear about successful projects from 
other communities that they haven’t 
been able to get off the ground,” 
states Dunn. He adds that the IPA 
gives people a voice in their commu¬ 
nities. And when issues come up that 
really affect them, they can team up 
with others and do some advocacy as 
a group statewide. It gives them the 
power of many voices. 

Dunn looks enthusiastically to¬ 
ward the future. He knows there 
is growing need for the services ICCS 
offers. The greatest challenge will 
be keeping pace to accommodate 
the need. 

Kids take to the street in East Dubuque, proud of their participation in their community’s youth center. The youth center was created by 

community volunteers with help from the Illinois Coalition for Community Services (ICCS) in Springfield. Photo courtesy of ICCS. 
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Turning small towns into agurbs 
Jack Schultz, Industrial Site Selec¬ 

tor and CEO of Agracel in Effing¬ 
ham, and author of “Boomtown 

USA, The 7-1/2 Keys to Big Success 
in Small Towns,” has spent more than 
three years visiting and studying small 
towns located across the country. He’s 
fascinated by what factors cause one 
small town to thrive, while another 
seemingly equal town dies. Of the 
nearly 15,800 communities he’s re¬ 
searched and/or visited, he’s labeled the 
397 most successful of them “agurbs.” 

According to Schultz, there is a 
population shift as people from the 
cities are fleeing to agurbs for a bet¬ 
ter quality of life, less stress, and a 
lower cost of living. Existing in 45 
states, agurbs are defined as prosper¬ 
ing small towns located outside of 
major metropolitan areas, with ties to 
agriculture. They experienced popu¬ 
lation and employment growth from 
1990-2000, and a per-capita income 
growth of more than 2 percent per 
year from 1989-1999. 

Schultz thinks agurbs are the 
way of the future for rural America, 
and he’s formulated 7-1/2 steps for 

helping small towns 
achieve the success 
they’re seeking. The 
steps include pos¬ 
sessing a can-do at¬ 
titude, sharing your 
vision, leveraging 
your resources, de¬ 
veloping strong local 
leaders and main¬ 
taining local con¬ 
trol, building and 
embracing the brand you create, and 
being prepared for the highs and lows 
you and your community will face. 
Many towns are now using these 
steps to improve their communities. 
The first step, though, is to come up 
with the idea that sparks action. 

In his travels, Schultz has seen 
many towns turn themselves around 
using an idea that at first seemed 
absurd. For example, a community 
in Kansas is generating revenue by 
selling yellow bricks at 10 dollars 
each, and has begun building a yel¬ 
low brick road in its downtown area. 
The project was promoted well, with 
100 bricks sold in the first month. To 
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date, 11,000 bricks have been sold, 
and sales proceeds are being used to 
fund community projects and pro¬ 
grams. Tour buses from around the 
country are bringing people to see 
the yellow brick road. The tourists 
buy food, lodging, and perhaps a sou¬ 
venir, and that revenue funnels back 
into the town’s economy. 

Another story is about a woman 
in Texas who started a homemade 
pralines business when she was 60. 
Now in her 70s, she’s still going 
strong, and employs 20 people as the 
only manufacturing operation in her 
small town. Another town in the 
state of Washington was transformed 
from a dying sawmill and railroad 
town into a quaint and thriving Ba¬ 
varian village. The town now draws 
people from across the U.S. and in¬ 
ternationally, and hosts several major 
festivals each year. Tourism is now a 
booming business there. 

There are 16 Illinois towns that 
Schultz has deemed agurbs. Schultz 
says, “Paris is an example of a com¬ 
munity that needed to bring some 
more industry in and did it as well as 
any small town I’ve seen in traveling 
around the country.” He also gives 
high praise to Peru for taking a big 
risk in providing infrastructure around 
Interstate 39 when it was built. The 
“crazy idea” that town leaders had 
years ago has resulted in millions of 
dollars in tax revenue. Marion, which 
made Schultz’s top 100 list of his 
“Golden Eagles,” or in his eyes the 
best small towns in the country, tena¬ 
ciously turned its community around 
when it could have died. 

Jack Schultz, CEO and Industrial Site Selector of Agracel in Effingham, and author of 
“Boomtown USA, The 7'1/2 Keys to Big Success in Small Towns,” speaks about his 
experiences to a crowd of Illinois co-op leaders during the 2004 annual meeting of the 
Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives in Springfield. 



The little town that could When Robert Butler became 
Mayor in 1963, Marion was 
a quiet community of 11,000 

people. Coal mines and factories, that 
had provided good wages for local resi¬ 
dents for decades, were closing. With 
less disposable income in the com¬ 
munity, businesses that once thrived 
began closing their doors. Agriculture 
alone couldn’t sustain the area. Mari¬ 
on was in trouble. 

Marion has been Mayor Robert Butler’s heart and soul for the 
past 42 years. Through his guidance, strong city leadership, 
and a committed community, the town that was on the decline 
now has a bright and prosperous future. Photo is courtesy of 
the Marion Daily Republican. 

From the day he took office, 
Butler knew that reviving Marion 
couldn’t be up to him alone. He and 
community leaders rolled up their 
sleeves and got to work. He says, “It 
takes teamwork among your chamber 
of commerce, residents, and city coun¬ 
cil to be successful. These groups have 
to be united in their efforts and united 
with the business community.” 

By the early 1980s, some progress 
had been made, but it took a tragic 
natural disaster to really light a fire un¬ 
der the town. In 1982, Marion was hit 
by a devastating tornado. Reeling from 
$50 million in damage, 10 deaths, and 
hundreds of injuries, the town had to 
work together to rebuild. 

In the years since the tornado 
hit, Marion has made significant 
infrastructure improvements and 
solved long-standing flooding prob¬ 
lems. Community leaders have been 
committed to beautifying their town. 
They’ve made it a priority to make 
the community attractive to develop¬ 
ers as well, streamlining paperwork 
required to bring a new business to 
town, and offering as many incentives 

to them as possible. 
Butler advises, “You 
have to be aggres¬ 
sive in presenting 

Tv your community 
and create a favor- 

r/- - able climate for 
business.” 

Regional col¬ 
laborations have 
also played a part in 
Marion’s success. In 
May 1999, leaders 
from Williamson 
County, Marion, and 
several other com¬ 
munities along the 
Route 13 Corridor 
teamed up to create 
the Regional Eco¬ 
nomic Development 
Corporation (RED- 
CO). Butler says, “I 
tell our people not 
to worry about the 

competition from area towns because 
we’re all in this together. What’s good 
for one of our area towns will help the 
rest of us. Our real competition comes 
from other states.” 

Through REDCO, the area has 
successfully developed new industrial 
parks and sites, and welcomed the 
Heartland Regional Medical Center, a 
20-acre Circuit City distribution cen¬ 
ter, two medical insurance processing 
centers, a Blue-Cross/Blue Shield of¬ 
fice, Japanese auto parts supplier Aisin, 
restaurants, two large home improve¬ 
ment stores, and a hotel. The 20,000- 
square-foot-state-of-the-art Marion 
Cultural and Civic Center replaced 
the original structure that burned in 

1997. A Super Wal-Mart is in the 
works, and the completion of a minor 
league baseball stadium in Marion in 
2007 will be the icing on the cake. 

Having weathered successes, fail¬ 
ures, and even tragedy, Butler is proud 
of Marion and what it has accomplished 
during his reign in office. The once-di¬ 
lapidated town is now a bustling city of 
16,000. Butler knows that the dreams he 
and local leaders once had have come to 
fruition. Butler shares that while driving 
around Marion one day, he was trying to 
remember when the explosion of both 
commercial and residential develop¬ 
ment had occurred. He realized that it 
had been happening all along. Marion 
had become an agurb. 

The people who are working to 
turn their communities around aren’t 
any smarter than the people in your 
town; they simply had a dream and 
kept pushing until it became a reality. 
Butler, Schultz, and Dunn all agree 
on one thing. Start small. Every little 
accomplishment will strengthen your 
cause. Celebrate your small successes, 
then move on to something bigger 
and celebrate that. You’ll have some 
setbacks along the way, but remem¬ 
ber that where there’s a will, there’s a 
way. Don’t give up until you feel the 
warmth of the fire returning to your 
community, r 

To learn more about economic 
development in Marion and 
Southern Illinois, visit REDCO 
online at www.redco.org or 
phone them at (618) 998-8252. 
To read more stories about the 
unique towns Jack Schultz has 
visited throughout the coun¬ 
try, pick up a copy of his book, 
“Boomtown USA: The 7-1/2 
Keys to Big Success in Small 
Towns.” It’s available online at 
www.boomtownusa.net. And for 

more information about services 
provided by the Coalition for 
Community Services, contact 
Executive Director Joe Dunn by 
phone at (800) 728-1523 or by 
e-mail at joeiccs@aol.com. 
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Eliminating Household Hazards 
How to dispose of the 100 pounds of hazardous waste in your garage 

Winter is a great time to clean out the garage 

because it allows you to get out of the house 

while still avoiding the cold of winter. But before 

you toss all that extra “stuff’ into the trash or pile 

it on the top shelf, remember there are proper 

methods for storing and disposing of hazardous 

waste, such as used motor oil and paint. 

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

(EPA) estimates that the average household stores 

up to 100 pounds of hazardous waste, and many of 

these materials can be found in the garage. Proper 

storage and disposal of such materials should be a 

priority for everyone. 

When purchasing hazardous materials, only buy 

what is needed and make sure the product contains 

a safety closure. Always store items in their original 

containers with the label intact. Never place 

hazardous materials in household containers such 

as butter dishes, milk jugs, or containers labeled for 

another product. 

Every garage should contain a locked cabinet 

that can be used to store hazardous materials. This 

keeps them out of the reach of children and pets, 

and helps prevent accidental spills. Kitty litter, sand, 

or sawdust should be stored near the cabinet and 

placed on any spills that may occur due to a broken 

or leaking container. A separate broom and dustpan, 

labeled HAZARDOUS USE ONLY, should be used 

when cleaning up these spills. 

Storing hazardous 

waste is only half of the 
"When purchasing 

hazardous materials, only 
buy what is needed and 
make sure the product 

contains a safety closure." 

equation. Proper disposal of hazardous waste re¬ 

quires more effort than pouring it down the drain, 

on the grass, or placing the item in the trash. 

Used motor oil and oil filters pose a disposal 

problem for car owners who choose to change their 

own oil. Recycling is an excellent way to dispose 

of used oil. Common collection sites for used oil 

include service stations and commercial recycling 

centers. Oil filters should be drained overnight, 

placed in a sealed container and taken to a 

hazardous waste collection site. 

Half-empty paint containers, containing both 

latex and oil-based paints, are common in any 

garage. Properly stored, paint can have a shelf life of 

10 years, so keeping paints that are used on walls or 

furniture that may eventually chip or need touching 

up is recommended. 

If a large quantity of unwanted paint is 

left, consider donating it to community service 

organizations, theatrical groups, or recreation 

centers. Although dried out containers of paint are 

usually accepted by waste disposal companies, call 

your company before placing those items in the 

trash. Paint can also he taken to hazardous waste 

collection sites and some recycling facilities. 

Many hazardous materials come in aerosol cans. 

Never place pressurized aerosol cans in the trash. 

Discharge the contents of unwanted containers into 

a cardboard box until you no longer hear the air 

being released from the can. Do this in a well- 

ventilated area and wear protective gear if 

instructed to on the label (do not depressurize 

pesticides in aerosol cans, simply take the pressur¬ 

ized can to a hazardous waste collection facility). 

Recycle the empty container. 

To locate a hazardous waste collection site in 

your area, contact your local health department, 

city hall, or the Illinois Environmental Protection 

Agency. For more information go to www.epa.state. 

il.us/land/waste-mgmt/index.html. 

Information taken from 57 Ways To Protect 

Your Home Environment (and Yourself) published 

by the North Central Extension Region. ■ 

Jodie Tate is the Natural Resources 
Management Educator for the University 
of Illinois Extension Springfield Center, 
(217) 782-6515 or jotate@uiuc.edu 



WE REAP MORE THAN 
JUST CORN & SOYBEANS 

FROM THE GROUND! 

Geothermal information available at WWW.QGOCOmfOrt.COm 

Climate Company, Inc. 
Breese, IL, 618-526-2135 

Davis Electric 
Rushville, IL, 217-322-6677 

Ernst Heating & Cooling 
Hamel, IL, 618-633-2244 

Installing a geothermal heating and 
cooling system can save over 70% on 
monthly utility bills that use propane 
or natural gas. 

Geothermal systems provide us with a 
bountiful harvest of heating and cooling 
energy any day of the year. Propane 
and natural gas prices are on a dramatic 
increase and a GeoComfort geothermal 
system can provide you with a 
permanent “locked-in” low energy 
cost. It’s like owning your own power 
plant. 

Fowler Heating & Cooling 
Marion, IL, 618-997-5288 

Henson Robinson Company 
Springfield, IL, 217-544-8451 

Jenter, Inc. 
Watseka, IL, 815-432-3501 

Jesse Heating and Air Conditioning 
Decatur, IL, 217-422-1744 

Champaign, IL, 217-352-8511 

Johnson Heating & A/C 
Kewanee, IL 309-852-2610 

Long Heating & Cooling 
Macomb, IL, 309-837-4303 

Neuhaus Heating & A/C 
Litchfield, IL, 217-324-2818 

R & H Plumbing & Heating, Inc. 
Altamont, IL, 618-483-6159 

Rightnowar HVAC 
Keenes, IL 618-732-8268 

Scranton Refrigeration 
Mt. Sterling, IL, 217-773-2626 

South Side Hardware 
Greenfield, IL, 217-368-2705 

Stevens Heating & Air Conditioning 
Quincy, IL, 217-222-5220 

Weeke Sales & Service 
Okawville, IL, 618-243-5333 

Weidner Refrigeration, Inc. 
Divernon, IL, 217-628-3400 

DEALERS: 
Advantage Comfort Systems 

Paxton, IL, 217-379-6305 

Bratcher Heating 
& Air Conditioning, Inc. 

Bloomington/Normal, IL, 
309-454-1611 

Bryan’s Heating & A/C 
Murphysboro, IL, 618-684-6002 

C & K Heating & Cooling 
Lebanon, IL 618-537-9528 

Designed to transfer the Earth’s free 
energy from the ground to your home, 
geothermal systems by GeoComfort will 
reduce your heating and cooling costs 
while improving your home comfort. 
GeoComfort heating and cooling 
systems use leading technology to 
produce top efficiencies in the HVAC 
industry. 

GeoComfort’s network of knowledgeable 
dealers can help you save up to 70% on 
your heating and cooling bills. We 
would be glad to help you with all your 
geothermal questions and needs. 

Geothermal Heating, Cooling, and Hot 
Water Comfort Systems 



A Houseplant Renaissance 
How to help your houseplants thrive even if you have a brown thumb 

The winter landscape doesn’t change drastically, 
which is all well and good as there’s nothing 

much to do except look at it in all the glories 
of brown, gray, and black. That’s why we have 
houseplants. 

Houseplants provide the green we long for 
during December, January, and February. It’s our 
attempt to bring the outdoors indoors. 

Of course, many of our attempts fall flat. 
We’re seeing the start of a houseplant 

renaissance, just like there was in the '70s when 
disco was popular. 

Back then, I remember having plants 
everywhere. There were special watering cans, 
which were nothing more than watering cans sold 
as “Houseplant Watering Cans,” special fertilizer 
for every type of plant, and special devices for 
improving humidity, which amounted to plastic 
tents and a portable humidifier. It didn’t take long 
to see that if I wanted to live in a jungle, going to 
Costa Rica would be a better investment. 

We don’t see all the sorts of plants that we 
did 30 years ago. Current plants fall into two main 
categories: succulents (including cacti) and those 
that demand hardly any attention and can suffer 
through the non-tropical indoor conditions. 

For the truly brave, you can find all sorts of 
ferns, orchids, bromeliads, and palms. 

Also, most people have come to terms with the 
fact that killing a house- 
plant doesn’t leave you 
branded with a PK on your 
forehead. So, if the plant 
dies, then it dies. Life goes 
on. Ob-la-di. 

Most of the succulents 
can tolerate the low 
humidity and light con¬ 

ditions indoors during winter. Cacti are particularly 
adept at adapting to the 30 percent or less humidity 
levels. As long as you don’t over-water them, they 
get by until spring. 

That doesn’t mean you can just plop them 
down in a corner and let them go. They will dry 
out just like anything when the furnace is going full 
blast. You can probably get by with a good thorough 
soaking once every four to six weeks. 

And I won’t even discuss those grafted cacti 
that never grow because the two cacti are about as 
similar as a cat to a tiger or lion. At least it takes 

“Houseplants provide 
the green we long for 

during December, 
January, and February." 

several years for them to die. 
The low-light, low-humidity plants are just as 

brown thumb friendly. 
Aroids such as philodendron, Peace Lily, 

and Devil’s ivy are most common. Others include 
Sanseveria (mother-in-law’s tongue or snake plant) 
Aspidistra (Cast iron plant), and some ferns, though 
many of the ferns thumb their green fronds at the 
low humidity. 

The above list can thrive with good light, or in 
a north window. If they get too much light, leaves 
may yellow a bit. But during the winter, that seldom 
happens. 

They will go to town with a humid 
environment, or muck it out in dry conditions, 
though they will let you know it by turning brown 
along the leaf margins and looking somewhat limp, 
hut not wilted. 

Misting is just about absolutely worthless. It 
makes you feel good, but it helps the plant for about 
30 seconds. 

Many people have a misplaced notion that 
water misted in the air just hangs in that spot and 
never moves. It moves just like misting perfume. 
Same effect. 

That’s why you need humidifiers or cold-water 
vaporizers to keep the humidity at a semi-jungle 
level. It’s also better for your furniture and most 
people. 

Most of the non-succulent plants like a moist 
soil, but if you let them dry out, they’ll wilt a bit. If 
you don’t water, they’ll wilt a bit more. You really 
have to go out of your way to kill them by under¬ 
watering. 

Yet, if you love them incessantly and over¬ 
water, they’ll wilt just as fast since you’ve rotted off 
the roots. 

Some people get into the it’s-Saturday-so-I- 
must-water-the-houseplants routine. While that’s 
not ideal, it works about 90 percent of the time for 
most plants under most conditions. Better to check 
the soil every day and water when it starts to dry. ■ 

David Robson is an Extension Educator, 

Horticulture, at the Springfield Extension 

Center, University of Illinois Extension, 

P.0. Box 8199, Springfield, IL 62791. 

Telephone: (217) 782-6515. 

E-mail: drobson@uiuc.edu. 
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Get rid of snakes in your house 
Deskunk your dog (or anything else) 

Prepare for the bad — and good — times ahead 
Why you should prepare now. What it 
means when your corn turns purple. 
Where to get open pollinated seeds. 
When to plant head lettuce. How 
to make good whole 
wheat bread. Manage 

your woodlot. Make 

a solar oven —for $2. 

Home school. Start 

m hooked! Your magazine is 

a true gem! My only question is, where have you been all 
my life? The other magazines 
mth 'country" in the name 
have lots of pretty pictures 

a food Storage pro- ! but no depth or purpose other 
gram. Build low-cost T

tban sbaIIow entertainment. 

gates. Make and use 

compost. Make a quilt 

frame for under $20. 

Learn how to: 

m completely mesmerized 
y each issue of COUNTRYSIDE I 

get, and cannot put it down! 
t s the most-read magazine 

I ve ever had. I even read 
all the ads! Cover to cover, 
you're the best. - Cheryl, Pa 

MAKE soap 
PRESERVE your garden bounty 
USE the wool from your sheep 
RAISE a pig 
MILK a cow or goat 
MAKE 10 kinds of vinegar 
PICKLE herring and other fish 
START peach trees from seed 
HELP your hens cope with the heat 
START RIGHT with goats or rabbits 
BUILD a nifty feeder for small cattle 
DETERMINE the value of land 
HEAT your home with wood and 
keep it clean 
PATCH clothes quickly and easily 
TAN sheepskins and goat hides 
EARN MONEY without leaving home 
GRAFT fruit trees — successfully 
BUILD and use an outdoor oven 
BUTCHER a pig and make bacon, 
ham and sausage 
IMPROVE your soil 
SMOKE poultry 
CONTROL weeds by knowing their habits 
FEED the worms your garbage 
LEARN how to do everything right — 

the first time 

LIVE THE GOOD LIFE 

... the simple life! 

Okay—you got me! And I'm glad! I 
sent for a sample issue, mailed back 
the invoice with "No thanks" written 
across it, and then read the maga¬ 
zine... cover to cover, every word, in¬ 
cluding the advertising, and decided 
I need this magazine. I had no idea 
there were so many people who felt 
the way I do. — Carol S., Ohio 

Really enjoy your magazine. It's like having a houseful 
of friendly neighbors in for the afternoon. 

Being 83 years old, of course I lived through the big 
Depression. My folks had always practiced frugal ways, 
having been brought up that way, so it wasn't as hard for 
them as for some. I find many of the same money-saving 
hints we used then (and I still do) but also quite a number 
of new ones. We never get too old to learn. — Ruth S., Idaho 

Jhankyoufor 
17 years of 
COUNTRYSIDe> We 
love it and the 
reasons for itr_ 
Mrs- C.H., JVy 

I continue to enjoy this maga¬ 
zine. Fascinating people, ideas, 
opinions, observations and 
hopes, as well as information 
and practical advice abound. 
Harland C, Maryland 

SPECIAL OFFER: 
1/2 year trial, 3 issues, only $4-95! 

Regular price: $18/yr. (6 issues) 

(This is a 

^f°rUX 
^ to intr(dwce 

L of sWlc 

- loitkii"1 

Build a "sensible chicken 
house" in your backyard. Start 
by making a model like this. 

the 
ircing, 

UTnits 

?r0TuV> 

tot 3 

132-Pa^e 

issues’- 
Our 90th year, and 

a new wrinkle with every issue! 

r1 

PLEASE NOTE: Articles listed here have already 
appeared in print, and not all back issues are available 
—another good reason not to miss any more! 

Order your trial subscription now! 

Yes, I'm interested in simple living, and I'd like to see how COUNTRYSIDE 

can help me achieve greater independence and security. Please start my trial 
half-year subscription at once. I enclose $4.95 and understand that I can get 
a full refund if I'm not completely satisfied. 

Name 

Address 

City, state, zip      

Please mail to: COUNTRYSIDE, PO BOX 3190, Van Nuys, CA 91407-3190 
.J 



Curing Winter Window Problems 
New super windows cure winter sweats and save energy 

Every year as winter approaches I get numerous 
calls from folks telling me that their windows 

are sweating, causing wood rot, mold and mildew, 
and other undesirable problems. One of my favorite 
answers is, “Windows don’t sweat, a football player 
sweats.” Actually, the proper word is condensation. 
But I personally think sweat sounds best, so we’ll say 
windows “sweat.” 

Simply put, windows “sweat” because the win- 
dows are colder than the dew point of the air in the 
room. Only two steps will prevent this problem. 

No. 1 - Make the window warmer. Consider 
this. What happens if you set a glass of cold iced tea 
on the coffee table? First mother screams, “Don’t set 
that there, it will leave a ring on the table!” What is 
happening? The cold surface from the glass is below 
the dew point. Moisture in the air moves to that 
cold spot and turns to water. Solution - warm the 
glass. For example, if you pour that same glass of iced 
tea into a Styrofoam cup, no condensation occurs 
because the Styrofoam cup is warmer than the dew 

point in the room. 
No. 2 - Lower the 

humidity. If you are having 
moisture problems on your 
windows in the winter, per¬ 
haps the most economical 
solution is to lower the 
humidity in the room. 
Determine the source of the 
moisture. Is it from having 

lots of plants; is it from not using the vent fan when 
showering, bathing, or cooking? If your house is on a 
slab, most humidity comes from not using a vent fan 
in kitchens and bathrooms, as well as bad ductwork 
and air infiltration. 

However, if you house has a crawl space, the 
condensation on your windows is most likely coming 
from your crawl space. Eliminate water and moisture 
problems under your house by totally sealing the 
ground and foundation walls with heavy plastic and 
close the foundation vents. 

In either case, the solution might be to make 
the windows warmer, which means adding storm 
windows or by replacing existing windows with super 
high efficiency windows. 

A Doug Rye house will require just about half as 
much energy as the average house built in America. 
Once that house is constructed to my standards, 
which includes caulking, cellulose insulation, 

"If you are going to 
spend money for 

replacement windows, 
why not buy the best?" 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 

Marathon water heaters, etc., the single biggest source 
of energy loss in that house will now be windows. 

Only recently have I been able to obtain a 
triple-paned (that’s right, three panes of glass) with 
two coats of low-e glass and krypton gas. It’s a super 
window. 

Here’s an example of how well these super win¬ 
dows work. In Gatlinburg, Tenn., last winter, it was 
4 degrees below zero and inside a house built with 
these triple-paned windows, the surface temperature 
of the window was 72 degrees. That’s almost no heat 
loss. 

What are the advantages of a super window? 
First, it has a u-value of .21 and a solar glazing coef¬ 
ficient of .33. That simply means that it is as energy 
efficient as any window available today. Never cold, 
never hot, never any window sweating, and lower 
utility bills. Exactly what everyone would like to 
have, right? 

Here’s how you can get these super windows at 
no cost. 

First, let’s look at new construction. A family 
building a new home in southeast Arkansas recently 
sent me house plans to calculate the amount of 
heating and cooling needed for the new home. 
The construction was to be to Doug Rye standards, 
including geothermal heating and cooling. The cal¬ 
culation showed that the home would need 9 tons 
of cooling capacity on a 100-degree day when using 
double-paned windows. However, if the house has 
the “super window” it needs only 7.5 tons of cooling. 
That’s a savings of about $6,900 on the initial cost of 
installing a geothermal system. That savings would 
pay for about 17 of the “super windows.” In other 
words, the family gets the very best at no additional 
cost. By the way, the family’s monthly utility bill 
would be reduced by about $30 a month by making 
this change. Remember, energy items cost nothing, 
they make you money. 

These windows are good for existing homes, 
too. If you are going to spend money for replacement 
windows, why not buy the best? 

Doug Rye, the “Doctor ot Energy 
Efficiency-the King of Caulk and Talk” 
can be heard on several different Illinois 
radio stations. Or you can go to his Web 
site at www.dougrye.com, e-mail him at 
info@philliprye.com, or call (888)-Doug- 
Rye or (501) 653-7931. You can also sign 
up for a free newsletter and order his “how 
to” videotapes. 



POND & LAKE LINERS 
Custom Sizes • Reinforced Material 

$.39/SQ. FT. or Less 
• STRENGTH • 

• COMMITMENT • 
• GUARANTEED CONTAINMENT • 

BEND TARP & LINER, INC. 
1-800-280-0712 

www. bendtarp. com 

WIN TUB BRUSH WAR WITH 

nee TBRMINATOR 
• 3 models cut 20", 12" and 5" trees in one bite 

• Hitches to fit most tractors and skid steer loaders 

• Built to last with a 24 month warranty 

• Swivel hitch, sprayer and grapple options 

For a free color brochure call or visit our website 

(417) 458-4350 • www.treeterminator.com 
 Grace Manufacturing « Plato, MO  

U Specializing In Individual Attention 
^ - each customer \s building needs 

Established 
in 1992 

Supplying a variety of quality buildings 
designed to meet Your needs. 

Call for a FREE brochure and estimate, today! 

nationalbarn.com 
Log On! For Pricing, Photos, Brochure, FAQ ... 

NATIONAL 
BARM COMPANY 

> Fully Insured for your Protection 
'< High Quality Materials 

'< Excellence in Design and Construction 
„V Experienced Builders of Agricultural, Horse, 

Commercial And Residential Buildings 
iJr Thousands of Satisfied Customers 
-„V Competitive Pricing 

>V Engineered Buildings and Kits available 

1-888-617-BARN (2276) 
100 S. Mam St., Elburn, IL* Fax: (630) 365-9312 

Hydro-Sil is a unique room-by-room heating system 
that can save you hundreds of dollars in home heating 
costs by replacing old and inefficient heating. It can 
replace or supplement your electric heat, gas or oil furnace 
and woodstoves. 

Hydro-Sil represents economy in heating: inside the 
heater case is a sealed copper tube filled with a harmless 
silicone fluid. It’s permanent You’ll never run out 
“Hydro-Sil Energy Star" thermostat controls a variable watt 
hydro element that is only being supplied a proportional 
amount of power on an as-needed basis. When Hydro-Sil 
is turned on, the silicone liquid is quickly heated, and with 
its heat retention qualities, continues to heat after the Hydro 
element shuts off. Hydro-Sil’s room-by-room “Energy Star” 
digital control technology greatly increases energy savings 

and comfort. 

Select^ 
Ottes-Vay 
t>e*vtuves 
Dr. John Ronan DDS 

& Associates 
Can Offer You 

Dentures, Partials 
& Extractions 

In a 
ONE-DAY SERVICE 

iDENTURES# \ PARTIALS i 

$124# 
1 eacn m 

\$154| 
1 each f 

Office Hours: Monday-Friday 8 to 4 
Call for an Appointment 

(217-479-8444) 
(1-877-565-8981) 

1201 W. Walnut, Jacksonville, IL 62650 
Payment Accepted 

Cash, Mastercard or Visa 
A/o Personal Checks 

Families Have Saved Up To 50% On Heating Costs 
And never have to buy fuel — wood, oil, gas, kerosene — ever again! 

ORDER TODAY! 
2 MODELS TO CHOOSE FROM 

Proportional 
"Energy Star" 

thermostat! 

YOUR BENEFITS WITH HYDRO-SIL: 
• Slash heating cost with Energy Star technology 
• Lifetime warranty. No service contracts 
• Safe, complete peace of mind 
• Clean, no fumes, environmentally safe 
• ILL listed 
• Preassembled — ready to use 
• No furnaces, ducts, or chimneys 
• Portable (110V) or permanent (220V) 
• Whole house heating or single room 

HERE'S WHAT OTHERS ARE SAYING... 
•F. Smalley - “A company that advertises 
the truth saved me 50% compared to my 

gas heat. I found it hard to believe until 

my power bill came. Thanks a million!” 

•R. Hanson - “I can’t begin to tell you how 

pleased I am with Hydro-Sil... the first time 

in 25 years our electric bill was reduced... 
saved $635, over 40%! ' 

•A. Gonsalves— "We replaced 20 electric 

heaters with Hydro-Sil. Wow — what a 
difference! We received a substantial 

reduction of our electric bill. I have 
recommended Hydro-Sil to many people!” 

220 Volt 
Permanent 

Approx. Area 
to Heat 

Discount 
Price Quantity 

81 2000 watts 250-300 s.f. $289 

6' 1500 watts 180-250 s.f. $259 

5' 1250 watts 130-180 s.f. $239 

4' 1000 watts 100-130 s.f. $219 

3' 750 watts 75-100 s.f. $189 

2' 500 watts 50-75 s.f. $169 

Thermostats Call for options & exact heater needed 

110 Volt Portables Discount 
(Thermostat Included) Price Quantity 

5' Hydro-Max 750-1500 watts $219 

41 Convector - Dual watt $179 

3' 750 watts - Silicone $179 

$15.00 shipping per heater $ _ 

Total Amount $ 

Address 

City  .Zip. 

MasterCard or Visa Account Information: 

Acct#   

Expiration Date  

Order today or contact us for more information 
PHONE •WEB* MAIL 

Check • MasterCard • Visa 

1-800-627-9276 
Visit our secure web site at 

www.hydrosil.com 
Hydro-Sil, P.O. Box, 662, 

Fort Mill, SC 29715 



2 SEAT BIKE 
DRIVES LIKE A CAR 
• Easy to Pedal 
• Multi-Speed 
• l,2&4Seaters . w, ,. 
• Optional Electric Motor\_^/ 

1-800-974-6233 Ext. 9986 • www.4wc.coni/9986 

Dept. 9986 • 125 Rhoades Lane 
Hendersonville, Tennessee 37075 RHOMM/CMt 

HERITAGE 
BUILDING SYSTEMS® 

Established 1979 

LET US SHOW YOU WHY WE’RE #1! 
33’x 45’x 10’ $6,985 

39’x 72’x 12’ $11,896 

51’x 104’x 14’ $21,867 

80’x 150’x 16’ $46,835 

Since 1979 Heritage Building Systems’ 
focus has been to provide the 
industry with the finest quality, best 
looking pre-engineered steel 

structures at the lowest possible price. 

1 .800.643.5555 
www.heritagebuildings.com 

KILL LAKE WEEDS 
Proven AQUACIDE PELLETS 

destroy unwanted underwater weeds. 

Spread marble sized 
pellets like grass 
seed. Effectively kills 
weeds at any depth. 

Registered with the 
Federal Environmental 
Protection Agency. 

Before After 

if 
Certified and approved for use by state 
agencies. 101b. can treats up to 4,000 sq.ft, 
of lake bottom, $69.95. 501b. carton 
treats up to 20,000 sq.ft, of lake bottom, 
$275.00. Prices include delivery charges. 
Delivery F.O.B. White Bear Lake, MN. 
State permit may be required. 

CALL TOLL FREE 800-328-9350 
Call 651-429-6742 • Fax 651-429-0563 

Or write for FREE information to: 

AQUACIDE CO. 
Our 51th year 
1627 - 9th Street, DEPT. 187, Box 10748, 

White Bear Lake, MN 55110-0748 

www.killlakeweeds.com • info@killlakeweeds.com 

MOBILE HOME ROOF PROBLEMS? 
CAtlfFOR’FREE ESTIMATE 

Ay 'The. Mobile fiotue Roo-fooer SpeaiaJis-6 

♦ STEEL ROOFING 
2" - 3" INSULATION 

BM^oimVAVAV/1 i-IO rTTT^TTTTr^ ONE FOOT OVERHANG 
NO MORE ROOF RUMBLE 

mn.wwrr.i. I»V LOWER UTILITY BILLS 

(SpIthWnl^Taers] 

The 

A N D A U 
Outlet 

Sundancer 24SD Pontoon 
Suzuki DF115 4-Stroke, Custom Trailer 

•3/4" Treated Deck w/Lifetime Warranty 

• 2 Pontoons (21.5" x 24") 

• Heavy Duty Marine Carpet 

• Fiberglass Reinforced Acrylic Console 

• Luxurious Stain Resistant Vinyl 

• Ultra Sport Steering Wheel 

• 8' Bimini Canopy & Boot 

• Full Rear Couch 

• Two-Way Seat 

• Large Dining Table 

• Boarding Ladder 

Actual boat similar to illustration 

SUZUKI 
MARINE 

Special Price   $ 17,999 
Cash Back Voucher Up to - $5,000 

OOP as low as M jfw 

The Nation’s #1 Landau Dealer! 

417-588-3550 1-800-542-3846 
Hwy. 64 & Bennett St Lebanon, MO 

* Cash back offer requires customer to participate in a “Cashable Voucher” program offered & administered by Claim for Cash 
Trustees LTD, 411 E. 135th St., Kansas City, M0 64145. Customer may not redeem voucher until three years following purchase 
and must meet certain requirements. Please see dealer for complete details on terms and conditions. otter Ends 1/31/06 



Bonds hundrs I # 
of materials ptggj 
including wood, 
stone, metal, ceramic & 
more! Incredibly strong 
& 100% waterproof! 

1-800-966-3458 • www.goriHaglue.com 

Introducing Gorilla Tape, from the 
Gorilla Glue people. To us, 

it’s the way a tape should be — 
The Toughest on Planet Earth. 

1-800-966-3458 • www.gorillatape.com 

Call toll-free 

1-888-800-5827, code 4530. 
www.PaulaYoung.com/4530E 

Or mail this coupon today. 

I^YES, rush me a FREE Paula Young Wig Catalog! 

City State Zip  

Email  

Do you wear wigs? □ yes □ not yet 

PAULA YOUNG' 
Dept. 4530X, P.O. Box 483, Brockton, MA 02303 

See if you don’t agree that this is our 
best collection of natural looking, 

carefree hair style options ever! 

Wick 
Buildings 
by inc 

January 15, - February 25, ’04 

Winter Building Bays 
notionfll open house *leln4&K, 1006 

Call our Customer Care Line 800-356-9682 or Visit WickBuildings.com 

SMILE FOR LESS 
BASIC 

DENTURES 
(S ET) 

$295 

BASIC 
CROWN 
(UNIT) ^ 

$375 
General Dentistry • Bridges • Orthodontics • Crowns • Hygiene • 

NTAL CENTERS 
2 Locations! 

Drs. Hildreth & Smith 
located at 

-AMERICA DENTAL & 
FARING CENTER-HIGHWAY 

1-44 • Exit 44 • 1050 W. Hayward Drive 
Mt. Vernon, MO 65712 

1-800-354-1905 

1-44 

Drs. Hildreth & Smith 
located at 

)-AMERICA DENTAL & 
FARING CENTER-LOOP 

1 Exit 46 • 558 E. Mt. Vernon Blvd. 
Mt. Vernon, MO 65712 

1-800-372-4554 
www. midamericadental. com 

“OUR BEST...FOR LESS...IN A DAY’’ 
This provider is not a specialist in orthodontics, crowns, bridges, or dentures. 

6-MONTH 
RISK-FREf 

TRIAL! 
MADE IN USA" 

CSA APPROVED 

CLEAR MEADOWS, . 
PASTURES, ROADSIDES 
- ALL THOSE NON-LAWN AREAS THAT 
ORDINARY MOWERS CAN'T TOUCH! 
THE AMAZING DR® FIELD and BRUSH MOWER 
works like a tractor-mounted brushcutter...but in a 

walk-behind version that’s far more maneuverable, 
and a whole lot less expensive! 

TOLL-FREE 

• CUTS tall grass, weeds, brush, 
brambles, including tough 
saplings up to 2-1 /2'' thick! 

• CHOPS/ 
MULCHES 
most everything 
it cuts; leaves 
no tangle of 
material to trip 
over or to pick up like hand-held 
brushcutters and sicklebar mowers. 

• UP TO 17 HP with power 
reverse, 4 speeds, and big powered 
wheels that roll through ditches, wet 
spots, and up slopes with ease! 

Clear and maintain trails, fencelines, 

wood lots, improve wildlife habitat areas! 

PLEASE MAIL COUPON or Call iDR® POWER EQUIPMENT, Dept. 52583X 

for FREE DETAILS of the Amazing 1127 Meigs Road, Vergennes, VT 05491 

DR® FIELD and BRUSH MOWERllwww.DRfieldbrush.com ©2006CHP,me. 

1-877-220-0691 
| YES! Please rush complete FREE DETAILS of the DR® FIELD 

■ and BRUSH MOWER including prices, specifications of Manual 

| and ELECTRIC-STARTING models, and Factory-Direct Savings 

I 
I 
I 

now in effect. 

Name  

Address. 

City  

, Email. 

. State. 



A Taste af Waterlon 
Who: Waterloo Chamber of Commerce 

Cost: $10, plus $2 shipping 

Details: Soft-backed, comb-bound 

Send Checks to: PO Box 1, 

Waterloo, II62298. 

Disappearing Cream 
Cheese Croissant 
Pauline Mudd 

2 cans Pillsbury Crescent Rolls 
1 (8-oz.) pkg. cream cheese 

1/4 C. sugar mixed with 1 T. cinnamon 
1/2 C.sugar 
1 stick butter, melted 

Lightly spray a 9x13-inch pan with cook¬ 

ing spray. Unroll one can of the rolls, 

keeping sections joined. Press into the 

bottom of the pan. Add sugar to the 

cream cheese and microwave 45 seconds 

on high, and then stir until smooth. 

Spread evenly on the crescent layer. Lay¬ 

er the second can of crescents over the 

cream cheese. Sprinkle with cinnamon 

and sugar mixture and pour butter over 

all. Bake at 375° for 20 minutes. 

Pink Salad (above) 
Tammy Crossin 

1 (8-oz.) tub Cool Whip 
1 (20-oz.) can crushed pineapple, 

drained 
1 C. marshmallows 
1 C. chopped nuts 
1C. coconut 

1 can cherry pie filling 

1 can Eagle brand milk 

Mix all ingredients together and refriger¬ 

ate for several hours. 

Impossible Lasagna Pie 
Vicki Brombloich 

1/2 C. small curd cottage cheese 

1/4 C. grated Parmesan cheese 
1 lb. ground beef, cooked and drained 
1 tsp. oregano 
1/2 tsp. sweet basil leaves 
1 can tomato paste 
1 C. Mozzarella cheese 
1 C. milk 
2/3 C. Bisquick 
2 eggs 
1 tsp. salt 

1/4 tsp. black pepper 

Microwave directions: Grease a 9x13- 

inch baking dish. Layer cottage cheese 

and Parmesan in the bottom of the dish. 

Mix ground beef, oregano, basil, and 

tomato paste and Vi C. Mozzarella. Spoon 

evenly on top of the cottage cheese. Beat 

milk, Bisquick, eggs, salt, and pepper un¬ 

til smooth. Pour on top of meat mixture. 

Put in the microwave on high for 15-20 

minutes or until a knife inserted in comes 
out clean. Sprinkle with remaining 

cheese. Let stand for 5-10 minutes before 
cutting. 

Visit www.icl.coop 
to see an archive of 
past Illinois Country 

Living recipes. 

Double Chocolate Gooey 
Butter Cake 
Kevin Johnson 

2 sticks butter, melted separately 
1 pkg. chocolate cake mix 
3 eggs 
1 (8-oz.) pkg. cream cheese, 

softenened 

4 T. cocoa powder 
1 (16-oz.) box powdered sugar 
1 tsp. vanilla 

Preheat the oven to 350°. Lightly grease 

a 9xl3-inch pan. In a large bowl, com¬ 

bine the cake mix, 1 egg, and 1 stick 

of the melted butter and stir until well 

blended. Pat mixture into the prepared 

pan and set aside. In a mixing bowl, beat 

the cream cheese until smooth. Add the 

remaining 2 eggs, and the cocoa powder. 

On a low mixing speed, add the pow¬ 

dered sugar. Slowly add the remaining 

stick of melted butter and the vanilla. 

Continue beating until smooth. Spread 

filling over the cake mixture in the pan. 

Bake for 40-50 minutes. Be careful not 

to over-bake. The center should still be 

gooey when finished baking. Let cake 

cool, then cut. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 



<0 m 
Who: Sidell Veterans’ War Memorial Board 

Cost: $15, plus $2.50 shipping 
Pages of recipes: 220 

Details: Soft-backed, spiral 
Contact: Rinda Maddox, 

6503 E. 700 North Road, Sidell, 1161876, 
or call her at (217) 288-9493. 

Ranch Dressing 
Cheese Ball (above) 
Edna Eads 

111 C. sliced natural almonds 
2 (8-oz.) pkgs. cream cheese at room 

temperature 
1 (1-oz.) pkg. ranch dressing mix 
1/2 C. scallions, chopped 
Assorted crackers 

Preheat oven to 350°. Spread almonds 
on baking sheet and bake until golden 
brown, approximately 4-6 minutes. Cool, 

then coarsely chop them and set them 
aside. In a bowl with a wooden spoon, 
combine cream cheese with dressing mix 
until mixed well. Stir in scallions. With 
a rubber spatula, gather the cheese into 
a rough ball. Gently roll in nuts until 
coated. With hands, press into a tight ball. 
Wrap in plastic. Refrigerate for 2 hours or 
overnight. Serve with crackers. 

Cheesy Wiener 
Crescents (right) 
Sharon Higgle 

8 hot dogs 
8 strips of Cheddar or American 

cheese 
8 refrigerated crescent rolls 

Slit hot dogs lengthwise, almost to the 
end. Place a cheese strip in each one. 
Separate crescent rolls. Place hot dog in 
shortest end and roll up. Bake at 375° for 
12 minutes. 

Cheeseburger and Fries 
Casserole 
Carolyn Ball 

2 lbs. lean ground beef 
1 (10-oz.) can cheddar cheese soup 
1 (10-oz.) can golden mushroom soup 
1 (20-oz.) pkg. frozen French fries 

Preheat oven to 350°. Brown ground 
been in skillet, stirring until crumbly and 
drain. Spoon into a 9x13-inch baking 
pan. Pour mixture of soups over ground 
beef. Arrange French fries over top. Bake 
for 45-55 minutes or until potatoes are 
golden brown. Optional: Garnish with 
pickles and ketchup. 

Photos by Catrina McCulley Wagner 

Sawdust Pie 
Loretta Lahne 

7 egg whites 
1-1/2 C. sugar 
1-1/2 C. graham cracker crumbs 
1-1/2 C. pecans 
1-1/2 C. flaked coconut 
1 unbaked 9-inch pie crust 

Mix egg whites (unbeaten) and sugar. Stir 
in the graham cracker crumbs, pecans, 
and coconut. Stir together by hand. Pour 
in the pie shell. Bake at 325° until glossy 
and set, about 25-30 minutes. Do not 
over-bake - center will be gooey. Serve 
with sliced bananas or whipped cream. 



Do You Use 
One of These? 

Do you do without 
medication 

because it’s too 
EXPENSIVE? 

Medicare and Co- 
Insurance may 

cover the cost of 
your breathing 

medication. 

DO YOU QUALIFY? 
CALL TODAY! 

l-866'864-0750 

• Soapstone holds twice as much heat as metal. 
• The heat is steady, even and comfortable. 
• Soapstone has a proven record of durability. 
• It has beautiful color, texture and marbling. 
• Variations in the stone make each stove unique. 
Plus, no power is required, so you can enjoy 
radiant warmth regardless of the weather! 

FREE COLOR CATALOG 
Name   

Addres s  

City/State/Zip   

Woodstock Soapstone Cov Inc 
66 Airpark Rd., Dept. 2112, West Lebanon, NH 03784 

www.woodstove.com 
1-888-664-8188 

K KENTUCKY 
STEEL TRUSS 

BUILDINGS 

I FREE CATALOGUE 

1-859-745-0606 
www.kstbuild.com 

24x30x8 

30x36x8 

40x48x10 

50x60x12 

60x80x12 

75x80x14 

$4,595 

$5,595 

$9,295 

$14,495 

$20,695 

$27,595 

Hewlook! 
TheHobsteel 

since 1986 

ALL STEEL • ALL COLOR • 25/50 WARRANTY 

FUTURE STEEL BUILDINGS 
Do-It-Yourself Steel Buildings 

Ideal For: 

• Recreational Use 

• Boat Storage 

Equipment Storage 

Garage/Shop 

PWC/Snowmobile 

1 30-year perforation warranty 

’ Full technical support from start to finish 
1 Fully customized to meet your needs 

' Factory-direct savings 

Call Toll Free 

Today for a 

FREE! 

Our building consultants are ready to take your call 

1-800-668-511§ 

LOWEST COST 
Term Life Insurance 

Issue ages through 90 

AGE $100,000 $250,000 
45 12.78 22.75 
55 16.19 31.28 
65 31.06 68.47 
Rates figured on monthly cost for female non-tobacco users. 

RAMLET & ASSOC, INC. 

(800) 933-6354 
TAUC FORM NO. 1-32207-198 

MID-AMERICA 
POLE BARNS 
Advertised Special 

30x50x10 gavalume 
Package includes material 

delivery, construction, 
factory trusses, screws 

Open M-F, 8-5 
Call Toll Free for More Information 

1 -866-456-0959 
WE ALSO BUILD POST FRAME HOMES 

Save 40% 
on your 
energy bill 

BLUE SKY 
SPRAY-ON INSULATION 

Electric co-op energy advisors recommend spray- 
on cellulose insulation over fiberglass because it: 

• Stops air infiltration 
• Provides consistent comfort 
• Mas superior fire, pest and sound protection 
• Contains a safe anti-mildew ingredient 
• Reduces construction costs 
• Is made from 100% recycled products 

For a dealer near you, or to start your own 
cellulose insulation business call. 

(618) 482-3936, (ceIl)-618-789-9777 • www.bluesky-usa.com 

Mobile Home 
Owners: ROOF KING 

Mobile Home Super Insulated 
Roof Over Systems 

40 Year Warranty 
Factory Direct From Roof King 

1 -800-748-0645 
www.roofking.net 



MARKETPLACE 

New and used restaurant and 
concession equipment, meat saws, 
slicers, grinders, ice cream machines, 
stack chairs, s.s. sinks, tables, shelving, 
steam tables, buffets, pottery wheels 
and kilns. 2615 So. First, Springfield. 
(217) 522-3934. 

Insulation — 4x8 sheets, foil-backed 
foam — also rolls of foil-bubble- 
pak insulation. All factory seconds. 
Contact Ken Nichols at (800) 424' 
1256. 

Authorized rainbow distributor. 
Repairs, supplies and service. Living 
air purifiers. L & L Distributing, 
116 S. Van Buren St., Newton, IL 
62448. (618) 783-3755. 

Filter queen/defender sales, service 
and supplies. For free information, call 
(800) 753-5401 or write She-N-I, Inc., 
RR 1, Allendale, IL 62410. 

Vacation cabins-Ohio river, Shawnee 
National Forest, Elizabethtown, 
IL. Cedar Hill River Cabins, Ohio 
River Route Scenic Byway, www. 
cedarhillriverresort.com. (888) 304- 
6319. 

Wanted to buy: Standing timber. All 
species. Pay top price. Clear or select 
cut. Call (815) 434'414L 

America’s Oldest & Largest Rare Breed Hatchery 
FREE COLOR CATALOG 

Over 140 varieties of Baby Chicks, Bantams, 
Turkeys, Guineas, Peafowl, Game Birds, 
Waterfowl. Also Eggs, Incubators, Books, 
Equipment and Medications. 

Call 1-800-456-3280 
(24 hours a day) 

Murray McMurray Hatchery, 
Cl32, Webster City, Iowa 50595-0458 
Website: http://www.mcmurrayhatchery.com 

ADVANTAGE 
STEEL BUILDINGS, INC. 

For The Best Building Package 

At The Absolute Lowest Prices 

Call Today (877) 657-8335 
Or Go Online At 

www. advantagesteelbuildings com 

$ 6,290.00 

$ 8,975.00 

rf-iii 

30x50x10 

40x60x12 

50x75x14 $13,547.00 

80x120x16 $32,133.00 

We Also Have Mini-Storage Packages 
All Sizes Including Climate Control 

Argo direct amphibious vehicles. 
6 and 8 wheel true all terrain 
vehicles. (618) 588-4444. www. 
ARGODIRECT6X6.com. Cause your 
ATV don’t float and your boat ain’t got 
wheels! 

FHA specialists. Mortgage lending, 
Searching for a loan? Give us the 
opportunity to beat you bank’s rate. 
100% purchase combo NO PMI. 
Cash out refinance to 100%. Interest 
only fixed adjustable rate mortgages. 
Debt consolidation, Home Equity 
Line of Credit. Conventional, VA, 
FHA, Non-Conforming Sub Prime 
Loans. Residential Investment 
Property purchases to 100%. Excellent 
Fannie Mae/Freddie Mac rates. No 
application fee, call (800) 254- 
4431 for free consultation or PRE¬ 
QUALIFICATION.. .KARLA 
LILLEY, SR. LENDING SPECIALIST 
Waterfield Finance Group. We are an 
Illinois Residential Mortgage Licensee 
and Equal Housing Lender. (618) 530- 
3330. Lending in all 50 states. 

Trailers-utility-cargo-carhaulers. We 
accept Visa, MasterCard. We buy used 
trailers. Auto King, 2423 S. Main, 
Bloomington. (309) 821-9000. 

SANGAMON RADIANT 
WIRSBO aqua pex tubing products 
for agricultural, commercial shop 
floors and homes Made in the USA 

(217)522-3934 • FAX (217)522-3933 
Evening (217)483-3223 John 0. McMillan - Owner 

“The Origina 
OUTSID JUTSIDE 

WOODBURNING 

FURNACE 

www.hardyheater.com 
Bafes@hardyheater.com 

,*5kil stainless steel construction 
Heats home and household 
hot water 

• 10-year warranty 

• Connects to your existing 
central duct 

or hydronic system 

- Standard with bronze 

circulator pump 

and automatic draft 
combustion blower, and grates 
Units from 100,000 to 250,000 
BTU’s output 
Financing Available (new) 
Dealer Inquiries Welcome 

Hardy Manufacturing 
Company, Inc. 

12345 Road 505 
PHILADELPHIA, MS 39350 

(1-800-542-7395) 

Miniature Mediterranean donkeys. 
Pet, show and breeding quality. 
Gray duns, chocolates, spotteds and 
blacks. Visitors welcome. Canton, IL. 
(309) 647-7162. www.copperascreek. 

Cabin rental: Shawnee Forest, Garden 
of the Gods, Rim Rock, Pounds Hollow 
Lake. New, rustic decor, kitchen, air, 
satellite, www.rimrocksdogwoodcabins. 
com. (618) 264-6036. 

Wanted to buy: Standing timber and 
logs. Timber harvesting specialist. 
DIRECT MARKETS for grade logs and 
veneer. Prices unbeatable. (618) 426- 
3065. 

For sale: Cherry lumber. 1" thick 
boards, 600' board foot $490. For all. 
(618) 842-9588. 

30’x 50'x 10'.... 
40' x 60' X 12’.... 
60'x 100'x 16'.. 
80’X 100'x 16’.. 
100' X 150' x 16 

Farm • Industrial • Commercial 

20 Year Warranty on Roof & Walls; 
Prices F.O.B. Mfg. Plants; 
Seal Stamped Blue Prints; 
Easy Bolt Together Design. 

..$7,695 PRICES INCLUDE COLOR SIDES 

..$10 725 & GALVALUME ROOF 

Arena Special 
(roof & frame) 

120’x 100’x 16’...$42,800 

Y.ll »V 
STEEL BUILDING SYSTEMS 

Fax: 940-484-6746 email: rhinobld@GTE.NET 
Website: http://www.RHINOBLDG.COM 

Toll Free 1-888-320-7466 

Farm Tours 
HAWAII 
4 Islands-15 days 

The Best Escorted Vacation You'll Ever Find! 

Maui, Oahu, Kauai and Hawaii... 

Departs Mondays and Thursdays in January 2007, Includes 
Inter island airfare. Hawaiian owned hotels, transfers, and 
baggage handling. Escort on each island. Staying in Oahu, 
Hawaii (Kona & Hilo), Maui and Kauai. Sightseeing includes 
Honolulu City Tour with Pearl Harbor, Volcano National 
Park, Kona Coffee Plantation Tour, Parker Cattle Ranch 
Museum, Orchid Nursery, Macadamian Nut Factory Tour, 
Wailua Riverboat Cruise, Fern Grotto, Plus more as listed in 
brochure. So call today and make your reservations. 
*Air Fares start at $600 p.p. 

Carefree Vacations Since 1967 

Your Man Tours 
Call for free brochure 800-888-8204 
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MARKETPLACE 
Unique affordable artwork of your 
loved ones. Specializing in children, 
pets, and anyone near and dear to 
your heart created by photographs 
you have taken yourself! For more 
information and examples of previously 
created portraits, please visit Rough 
Idea Portraits on the Internet at www. 
roughideaportraits.com'-you’ve never 
seen anything like it! 

Rapidly growing international 
nutraceutical company looking for 
individuals to be a part of the next 
trillion $ industry. Product and business 
guarantee. (888) 251-1538. 

Illinois Consulting Foresters, Inc. 
Timber Sales-Forest Management. We 
work for the landowner, www.illinoisc 
onsultingforesters.org. Ph. (618) 526- 
4251. 

Authentic Polish pottery. Direct 
from original 100-year-old factories in 
Poland. Largest selection in Central 
Illinois of first-quality pieces, including 
Unikat. (309) 862-3121. 

Livestock farmers: Open pollinated 
seed corn outproduces hybrids for 
silage. High feed value grain. $33 
plus shipping. Quantity discount. 
(217) 857-3377. 

Go to our Web 
site for past 

issues of Illinois 
Country Living 
www.icl.coop 

How to place an ad: 

1) Type or print ad neatly. 

2) Count words. Cost is $30 for up to the first 20 words. $1.50 each additional 
word. Ads with insufficient funds will not be printed. 

3) Prepayment is required. Include check or money order with ad for amount due. 
Also include address label from Illinois Country Living or other proof of Illinois 
electric cooperative membership. Only members of Illinois electric cooperatives 
may place Marketplace ads. 

4) Mail to: Illinois Marketplace, P.O. Box 3787, Springfield, IL 62708, by 
deadline. 

Deadlines: March issue - January 20; 
April issue - February 20. 

We reserve the right to reject any advertisement. Ads received after the deadline will be placed in the next 
available issue. Non-members wishing to advertise should contact the Weiss Group at (480) 860-5394 for 
information about display advertising. 

Perfect home based business. You can 
earn up to $5,000 per week working as 
a travel representative. $1,995 start up 
cost. (877) 791-7486 (RD9966). 

Cave In Rock, 111 Motel. Room rental 
$33.50 per day 1st two days. 3rd day 
$20. Additional days $25 per day. Great 
deal for hunters, mini vacationers. 
Phone (618) 289-3296. 

Wanted: quilt tops, hand quilting and 
been in business 75 years. Lutheran 
Ladies. Call (815) 845-2533. Head of 
Quilts. 

Associates needed to market premium 
nutritional supplement for exciting 
company. Great income potential for 
home based business. Contact Janie 
(309) 828-5575. 

Wanted to buy: Standing timber, most 
species. Pay top prices. Call (217) 285- 
2760. 

Wanted to buy: Pinball machine. 
Phone (217) 664-3432 after 8:00 p.m. 
or leave message. 

Illinois 
Country 
Living 
12 issues 
only $6! 

A one-year sub¬ 
scription to Illinois 
Country Living is just 
$6. Send a check or 
money order with 
name and address 
to: Subscriptions, 
Illinois Country Living, PO Box 
3787, Springfield, IL 62708. 
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Sill Receives Grant 
for One of Downstate's Largest Geothermal Installations Southern Illinois University at 

Carbondale was recently awarded 
a $50,000 grant toward the 

completion of a geothermal heating 
and cooling system in its temporary 
library storage facility. Funded by the 
Illinois Clean Energy Community 
Foundation, and administered by the 
Association of Illinois Electric Co¬ 
operatives (AIEC), the geothermal 
grant program was created to promote 
the installation of energy efficient 
geothermal systems to heat and cool 
public and non-profit facilities served 
by Illinois’ electric cooperatives. 

The new geothermal system was 
operational this fall and the check pre¬ 
sentation was held Nov. 22, on campus. 

Egyptian Electric Cooperative 
and SIU submitted the geothermal 
grant application late last year. Mark 
Stallons, the cooperative’s general 
manager, said, “We are very pleased 
that SIU received this grant. Be¬ 
cause of the energy cost savings and 
environmental benefits, geothermal 
technology is an excellent match for 
many of our members, both commer¬ 
cial and residential.” 

The grants are available for any 
facility operated by a government or 
non-profit organization, and served by 
an Illinois electric cooperative. Eli¬ 
gible facilities, such as schools, com¬ 
munity centers, libraries and churches, 
may apply for a grant of up to $50,000 
to help offset the higher initial cost of 
geothermal system installations. 

“Geothermal heating and cooling 
systems are the most energy efficient 
available today,” said John Freitag, 
vice president of operations for the 
AIEC. The U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency, in a landmark 
technical report entitled “Space Con¬ 
ditioning: the Next Frontier,” calls 
geothermal systems “the most energy- 
efficient, environmentally clean and 
cost-effective space conditioning sys¬ 
tems available.” 

Freitag points out that geother¬ 
mal systems can save 50 percent in 
energy costs, and have been proven 
to decrease maintenance costs as 
well. Geothermal systems recover the 
earth’s energy with loops of pipe in¬ 

Southern Illinois University at Carbondale was recently awarded a $50,000 grant 
toward the completion of a geothermal heating and cooling system in its temporary 
library storage facility. From left are Egyptian Electric Cooperative Association 
board President Paid Hicks of Carbondale, Association of Illinois Electric Coopera' 
tive Association Vice President of Operations John Freitag, Illinois Clean Energy 
Community Foundation’s Samantha Mattone, Egyptian Electric Cooperative 
General Manager Mark Stalbns and Southern Illinois University at Carbondale 
Director of Plant and Service Operations Phil Gatton. 

stalled underground. It is primarily the 
cost of installing this ground loop that 
creates the higher initial cost. 

While use of this energy-efficient 
technology has grown in the residen¬ 
tial market, it has been underutilized 
in institutional and commercial 
installations because of the higher 
installed cost. 

“Facility managers and boards 
are sometimes tempted to move 
forward with the lowest initial cost 
alternatives, which mean less-ef¬ 
ficient, traditional systems,” Freitag 
said. “Traditional systems will have 
increased energy usage, greater oper¬ 
ating costs and a much greater total 
cost in the long run. By providing the 
upfront incentive, the decision to go 
geothermal is an easier one.” 

“The Illinois Clean Energy Com¬ 
munity Foundation appreciates the 
leadership of AIEC and the univer¬ 
sity on this effort. SIU will benefit 
from improved comfort in its facility, 
lower operating and maintenance 

costs and reduced energy use, leading 
to less pollution in Illinois communi¬ 
ties,” said James Mann, Executive 
Director of Illinois Clean Energy. 
“At the same time, organizations like 
Southern Illinois University can offer 
their peers and the wider commercial 
sector proof of the energy and main¬ 
tenance savings during a building’s 
lifecycle that far outweigh the initial 
capital investment for installing a 
geothermal system.” 

Illinois Clean Energy invests 
in clean energy development and 
land preservation efforts throughout 
Illinois. Facilities not serviced by Il¬ 
linois electric cooperatives can apply 
directly to ICECF for geothermal sys¬ 
tem funding. Information on ICECF’s 
other grant programs can be found at 
www.illinoiscleanenergy.org. 

For more information about the 
geothermal system funding program, 
contact the local electric cooperative 
in your area or the AIEC at (217) 
529-5561, or go to www.aiec.coop. 
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How to Bring Winter 
Heating Bills Down to Earth 

Natural gas prices have nearly 
doubled since the 1990s, ris¬ 
ing from $5.80/Mcf in 1990 

to $10.74/Mcf in 2004, according 
to the U.S. Energy Information 
Administration. Because natural gas 
and propane prices have risen signih- 
cantly over the past few years, many 
homeowners have been switching to 
geothermal heat pumps. Electricity 
rates have been more stable and with 
a diversity of fuel sources from coal to 
new wind turbines, electricity should 
remain more stable in the future 
compared to natural gas. 

Although saving money on 
energy costs is primary, electric co¬ 
op members who have geothermal 
heat pumps say the biggest benefits 
are quiet operation and dependable 
comfort all year. As an added bonus 
geothermal heat pumps have waste 
heat recovery systems that provide 
virtually free hot water. 

Now geothermal heat pumps are 
also being recognized by the U.S. En¬ 
vironmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
and the Department of Energy (DOE) 
as the most cost-efficient, energy-ef¬ 
ficient, and environmentally friendly 
heating and cooling systems available. 

DOE’s Energy Information Ad¬ 
ministration (EIA) is predicting that 
household heating energy expenses 
will continue to increase. The EIA 
based its forecast both on higher de¬ 
mand and higher prices for heating 

fuels: 19 percent for natural gas, 45 
percent for heating oil, and 22 per¬ 
cent for propane. 

According to the EIA, families 
who use natural gas to heat homes - 
55 percent of all households - will 
see their winter heating hills increase 
substantially. 

This winter mild weather helped 
to decrease seasonal heating bills. But 
other factors are keeping gas prices 
high. Demand for natural gas contin¬ 
ues to rise while domestic production 
and new gas infrastructure construc¬ 
tion projects struggle to keep pace. 

Although electric rates have 
been more stable, the true economic 
advantage of geothermal technology 
is it uses the renewable energy found 
just below the earth’s surface. That 
won’t change with the market or the 
weather. So geothermal users do not 
rely completely on the unpredict¬ 
able supply and cost of fossil fuels or 
electricity for a good portion of their 
heating and cooling needs. Geother¬ 
mal heat pumps help transfer this 
natural energy into home heating 
and can save homeowners up to 60 
percent in their monthly energy bills. 

For more information on how 
geothermal technology can save 
money while protecting the environ¬ 
ment visit www.waterfumace.com, 
www.geocomfort.com, www.geoex- 
change.com, or talk to your local 
electric co-op’s employees. 

No, they’re not drilling 
for oil, but they are 
drilling for energy— 
geothermal energy. A 

geothermal heat pump 
uses the earth’s energy 
making it the most 

energy-efficient heat¬ 
ing, cooling, and 

water-heating system 
available today. 

— photo by Bryce Cramer 

Other energy saving tips 

Here are some simple, inexpensive 
measures homeowners can take 

to improve the energy efficiency of 
their homes, courtesy of the Depart¬ 
ment of Energy’s Federal Energy 
Management Program. 

Turn down the temperature of 
your water heater to the warm set¬ 
ting (120 degrees F). 

Install an insulating blanket on 
your water heater. 

Use energy-saving settings on 
refrigerators, dishwashers, washing 
machines, and clothes dryers. 

Replace old appliances with 
new, energy-efficient models. 

Clean or replace furnace and 
heat pump filters. 

If you have one, make up your 
waterbed every morning; the covers 
will insulate it and save up to one 
third of the energy it uses. 

Replace your most frequently 
used incandescent lights with new 
compact fluorescent, which can save 
three-quarters of the electricity used 
by incandescents. 

Apply caulk around leaky 
windows and doors. Don’t forget to 
seal air leaks in your house - among 
the biggest culprits are utility cut- 
throughs for pipes, gaps around 
chimneys, recessed lights in insu¬ 
lated ceilings, and unfinished spaces 
behind cupboards and closets. 

Make sure your attic or crawl 
spaces are properly insulated. 

Insulate hot water pipes and 
ducts wherever they run through 
unheated areas. 

Install a clock thermostat to set 
your thermostat back automatically 
at night. 

Schedule an energy audit for 
expert advice on making your entire 
home as energy efficient as possible. 

For additional detailed tips on 
saving energy in homes, businesses, 
and schools, visit www.energy. 
gov/efficiency/index.html or contact 
your local electric cooperative. 
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With increasing energy prices, education about electricity needs to start in the 

classroom. Contact your local Touchstone Energy cooperative to request a free 

interactive and comprehensive Discovery Channel “Get Charged!” program kit for 

your middle school. 

Touchstone Energy is the power of human connections. 

Illinois Touchstone Energy® Cooperatives 
The power of human connections 

www.aiec.coop 
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7-8, Bald Eagle Days Eiv 
vironmental Fair and Wildlife 
Art Show in Rock Island. The 
largest event in the Midwest 
dedicated to the United States 
national symbol. Thousands 
of residents and visitors from 
around the Midwest turn out 
for the annual event, which 
includes live Bird of Prey dem¬ 
onstrations. (309) 788-5912 or 
www.qccaexpocenter.com. 

8, The B & G Promotions 
Motorcycle Parts Extravaganza 
at the Belle Clair Fairgrounds in 
Belleville. 10 a.m.-4 p.m. This 
event will have hundreds of new 
and used parts for your Harley 
Davidson motorcycle. There will 
also be leather goods, jewelry, hel¬ 
mets, T-shirts, and other novelties. 
$6 admission. (618) 864-9540 or 
www.barrysmotorcycles.com. 

7-2/24, Fantastic Fridays 
at Chestnut Mountain Resort in 
Galena. Ski slopes at Chestnut 
Mountain Resort remain open 
until midnight every Friday 
during January and February. 
Admission is $20 for a lift ticket 
or $32 for lift ticket plus ski or 
snowboard rental. (815) 777- 
1320 or www.chestnutmtn.com. 

12, Gateway Bridal Show at 
Gateway Center in Collinsville. 
View the latest bridal show fash¬ 
ions by elegant brides. First 300 
brides receive a free gift bag! 
Win prizes and taste fine cuisine. 
View a decorated ballroom at 
Gateway Center. Brides get in 
free, everyone else admission $5. 
(618) 345-8998 or www.gate- 
waycenter.com. 

1 3- 1 4, The 10th An¬ 
nual Midwest Elvis Presley 
Competition at the Hilton 
Hotel in Springfield. Twenty 
Elvis Tribute Artists from 
around the country compete for 
$3,500. (217) 793-3733 or www. 
pretalent@aol.com. 

1 3- 15, Fishing and Boat 
Show at the Warehouse Con¬ 
vention and Events Facility in 
Springfield. You will be able to 
find items for fishing and boat¬ 
ing. There will be boats, ATVs, 
personal watercrafts, recreational 
vehicles, boat docks, hot tubs, 
clothing, equipment, pools, and 
other items for sale. Adults $3, 
children ages 12 and younger are 
free. Friday 4-8 p.m., Saturday 10 
a.m.-6 p.m., and Sunday 10 a.m.- 
3 p.m. (217) 467-2866 or www. 
thewarehouse.us.com. 

1 4-2/25, The 2006 Bald 
Eagle Bus Tours in Galena. 
Guided four-hour tours of bald 
eagle wintering communities. 
Learn and view the bald eagle’s 
habits, life history, preservation 
efforts, and threats to its future. 
Reservations required. Adults 
$50, children younger than 17 
are $45. (815) 594-2306 or www. 
eaglenature.com. 

20-2 1 , Clifford The Big 
Red Dog - LIVE at Illinois State 
University Braden Auditorium in 
Normal. This live show features 
Clifford and his friends while 
they set upon a musical adventure 
on Birdwell Island. (309) 438- 
5444 or www.ticketmaster.com. 

22, The 7th Annual Bridal 
Expo in Centralia. 12-4 p.m. 
Features vendors displaying ev¬ 
erything it takes to plan a wed¬ 
ding. Fashion show put on by 
“Kelly’s For the Occasion” at 
2 p.m. (618) 532-3214 or www. 
centraliarecreationcomplex.com 

27-28, Midstate Fish and 
Feather Expo at the Interstate 
Conference Center in Blooming¬ 
ton. Get great deals on hunting 
and fishing equipment. Don’t forget 
to take your chance at winning 
a 16-ft. boat. Friday 12-8 p.m., 
Saturday 9 a.m.-8 p.m., and Sunday 
9 a.m.-4:30 p.m. (309) 452-9646. 

28, Teddy Bear Check-Up at 
Miller Park Zoo in Bloomington. 
Teddy Bear and all his stuffed 
animals are invited to Miller Park 
Zoo for a medical check-up. If 
you have a favorite stuffed animal 
who receives lots of love, bring it 
out. Free with a paid zoo admis¬ 
sion. (309) 434-2250. 

Illinois Country Living publishes event listings as space allows, giving preference to events of regional or statewide interest. 
Event listings are provided by the event sponsors and the Illinois Bureau of Tourism. The magazine assumes no responsibility 
for the accuracy of information submitted for publication and advises calling ahead to confirm dates and times. To be con¬ 
sidered for inclusion, send listings and photographs (If sending photographs please include self-addressed stamped envelope) to 
Illinois Datebook, Illinois Country Living, PO Box 3787, Springfield, IL 62708-3787. The March deadline is January 15. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 





crti 
Live richly! 

Nobody's penfict. 
We get that things can happen. So we created a card that treats you right, 

starting with no late fees when you use your card for a purchase or cash advance. 

Introducing the Citi Simplicity5” Card. 

► No late fees 
Use the card for a purchase or cash 
advance once each billing period and 
never pay a late fee* 

► Free resources to help you maintain 
good credit, like payment due alerts 

► Press "O" to speak to a live person 

► Great low rate, no annual fee and 
no balance transfer fees 
with this offer 

0% APR on purchases AND 
| balance transfers until 2/1/07** 

Apply online or call by 3/15/06 

apply.citisimplicity.com 1-800-514-9658 
use offer code F4A2 

♦What you should know about late fee waivers. 
Late fees will be waived as long as you've made a 
purchase or cash advance in the same billing period that 
the payment is due. Balance transfers do not qualify. 
Please know that your APRs may increase if your 
payment is late and late payments may negatively affect 
both your credit history and account terms. 
**How your low rate works. 
After the promotional period, the standard APR for 
purchases will be applied to all remaining balance 

transfer and promotional purchase amounts. (As of 
November 1, 2005, the standard variable APR for 
purchases: 12.74%; the standard variable APR for cash 
advances: 21.74%.) However, if you are in default under 
any Card Agreement that you have with us, we may 
automatically increase the rate on all balances (including 
any promotional balances) to a variable default rate of up 
to 30.74%. The minimum finance charge is $0.50. Foreign 
purchase transaction fee is 3.0% of purchase amount 
after its conversion into U.S. dollars. The transaction fee 

for cash advances is 3.0% of the amount of each cash 
advance, $5 minimum. The transaction fee for balance 
transfers is 3.0% of the amount of each balance transfer, 
$5 minimum, $75 maximum. However, we will waive the 
balance transfer transaction fees on balances you transfer 
in response to this offer. 

New cardmembers only. Subject to credit approval. 
Additional Terms and Conditions apply. 

©2006 Citibank (South Dakota), N.A. 
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