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You may not realize it, but your home is sitting on a free and renewable supply of energy. A WaterFurnace 
geothermal system taps into that source to provide dramatic energy savings and exceptional heating and cooling 
comfort for your home. In fact, many homeowners save as much as 60% in heating, cooling and hot water costs. 
And that’s money in the bank. It’s a smart investment in your family’s comfort. Call your local WaterFurnace 
dealer today to learn how to tap into your buried treasure, or call (800) GEO-SAVE. No pirate required. 

Anna 
Hartline Htg. & Clg. 
618-833-6802 

Belleville 
Bel-O Sales & Service, Inc. 
618-235-6626 

Sigman Htg. & A/C, Inc. 
618-234-4343 

Bloomington 
Wm. Masters, Inc. 
309-662-8481 

Brighton 
Den-Son Inc. Htg. & Clg. 
618-372-8375 

Canton 
Easley Mechanical 
309-647-3450 

Charleston 
LD Mechanical Contractors, Inc. 
217-345-9633 

Chester 
De Rousse Htg. & A/C, Inc. 
618-826-4359 

Cissna Park 
Boyce Electric 
815-457-2700 

L & R Heating and Cooling 
815-457-2097 

Cobden 
Davis Heating and Cooling 
618-893-2821 

Collinsville 
Bel-O Sales & Service, Inc. 
618-344-3434 

Columbia 
Bel-0 Sales & Service, Inc. 
618-281-8118 

Damiansville 
Toennies Service Co. 
618-248-5130 

Decatur 
Design-Air Htg. & Clg. 
217-429-1105 
800-452-7845 

Delavan 
Jeckel Plumbing & Htg. 
309-244-8265 

Effingham 
Jansen’s Htg. & A/C 
217-347-5223 

Flora 
Electro-Electric 
618-662-4520 

Forrest 
Kupferschmid, Inc. 
815-657-8147 

Gibson City 
Houston Plumbing 
800-379-2165 

Goodfield 
Hinrichsen 
309-965-2604 

Harrisburg 
William’s A/C & Htg. 
618-864-3606 

Lawrenceville 
Tracy Electric 
618-943-2243 

Lincoln 
Albert Service Htg. & A/C 
217-735-9990 

Litchfield 
Snell’s Plumbing & Htg. 
217-324-4560 

Macomb 
Arnold Brothers Htg. & Clg. 
309-833-2852 

Marion 
D & C Sheetmetal 
618-997-6577 

MdmM 

Mt. Vernon 
Holloway Htg. & Clg. 
618-242-5481 

Sullivan 
Rowland Plumbing & Htg. 
217-728-8025 

Murphysboro 
William’s A/C & Htg. 
618-864-3606 

Shelbyville 
Macari Service Center 
217-774-4214 

Pana 
Macari Service Center 
217-562-3631 

Steelville 
William’s A/C & Htg. 
618-965-2040 

Paxton 
Houston Plumbing 
800-379-2165 

Taylorville 
Yard Htg. & Clg. 
217-824-4737 

Peru 
Pro’s Htg. & Clg. 
815-223-0715 

Thomasboro 
Hoveln Htg. & Clg. 
217-643-2125 

Petersburg 
Collins Plumbing & Htg. 
217-632-3670 

Tuscola 
Triangle Htg. & Clg. 
217-253-5400 

Pittsfield 
Peters Htg. & A/C, Inc. 
217-285-1600 

Vandalia 
Hunter Appliance Htg. & Clg. 
618-283-3224 

Pontiac 
Kupferschmid, Inc. 
815-842-3812 

Vienna 
Hartline Htg. & Clg. 
618-833-6802 

Quincy 
Peters Htg. & A/C, Inc. 
217-222-1368 

Virden 
Snell’s Plumbing & Heating 
217-965-3911 

Red Bud 
De Rousse Htg. & A/C, Inc. 
618-826-4359 

Waterloo 
Sigman Htg. & A/C, Inc. 
618-234-4343 

Salem 
Booher Tin Shop 
618-548-1295 

Springfield 
Collins Plumbing & Htg. 
217-793-8031 

Toennies Service Co. 
618-248-5130 

Watseka 
R & M Electric 
815-432-4062 

waterfurnace.com | (800) GEO-SAVE 
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=11 Trends Reshaping Rural Areas 
Adjusting to closing shops, renewable energy and baby boomer retirements 

“Being prepared for and taking 
advantage nf change requires 

understanding trends and 
anticipating future events that will 
reshape our rural environment." 

Quality of life, for many of us, is our top reason 
for living where we do. In fact, once we find a 

lifestyle we enjoy, we tend to like things to stay just 
the way they are. 

The thought of change may give rise to both 
positive and negative feelings. Being prepared for 
and taking advantage of change requires under- 
standing trends and anticipating future events 
that will reshape our rural environment. After all, 
change is good if it improves our quality of life. 
So, information from studies and surveys is vital 
to understanding the causes and consequences of 
change and to influence positive outcomes. 

Three trends illustrate this point: 1) the 
decline in local shopping; 2) the increase in 
renewable energy; and 3) the future destination 
of baby boomers. Now, these may seem unrelated, 
but all can help us understand the present and the 
future. 

First, the decline of shopping in rural com¬ 
munities is a long-term trend. The combination of 
easy transportation and population shifts within 
regions has created problems for local merchants. It 
is tough to compete with volume discount stores in 
larger, nearby communities. 

Recently, the Illinois Institute for Rural 
Affairs (IIRA) Cooperative Development Center 
conducted a survey in a community whose local 
grocery store had closed. The community’s response 

to the survey was much 
greater than anticipated, 
with overwhelming 
enthusiasm for opening 
another local grocery 
store. An appreciation 
for convenience seems 
to drive this enthusiasm. 
Unfortunately, the survey 
results also show that 
low cost is important. 

Low cost, however, is hard to achieve, given com¬ 
petition from super-sized stores within reasonable 
driving distances or on the way home from work. 
Armed with this and other information, the chal¬ 
lenge becomes how to provide convenience, better 
quality and uniqueness in a new store. This is not 
impossible, but community input is necessary for 
identifying what will work. 

Second, the use of renewable energy is in its 

early stages. Evolving energy policy has increased 
emphasis on energy independence, sustainability 
and green energy, with incentives and mandates 
favoring renewable energy. Illinois stands to gain 
economically by producing more ethanol and bio¬ 
diesel, and electricity from wind energy. 

Most renewable energy development will 
be in rural areas and this appears to be a positive 
development. After all, how can residents resist 
activities that reduce their dependence on foreign 
oil and are environmentally responsible? Yet, it is 
not that simple. Concerns exist about destruction 
of views, increased heavy traffic, noise and odor. 
The challenge is to seek facts, anticipate possible 
impacts and inform the public to achieve the best 
outcome. 

For example, existing information can help 
address measurable concerns about wind energy, 
such as noise. However, it can be difficult to find 
facts that address concerns linked to personal 
opinion, such as how wind turbines look on the 
horizon. 

The third trend is the future destination of 
baby boomers (forecasting where they will reside 
upon retirement). Will those who left rural areas 
for employment return to their roots? Will those 
who remained in their hometowns move on 
after retiring? Answers to these questions will 
help communities prepare for changes in service 
requirements, shopping patterns, housing and so on. 

The three examples discussed here illustrate 
just some of the forces causing change in rural 
communities. Studying them can help us under¬ 
stand where change can potentially lead to better 
outcomes. 

The IIRA is conducting several surveys of 
residents’ attitudes on these issues. These surveys 
will help IIRA work with communities to develop 
strategies that just might help improve your quality 
of life. ■ 

Roger Brown is Program Manager of the 
Value-Added Rural Development and 
Cooperative Development programs at the 
Illinois Institute for Rural Affairs at Western 
Illinois University. In addition, Mr. Brown is 
pursuing research and outreach activities 
in renewable energy. 

The opinions and views of guest commentators are their own and may 
not represent those of the Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives 
or the electric co-ops of Illinois. 
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Henry Golden Boy Lever Attion 
Available in .22 LR, .22 Magnum, & .17 HMR 
Guns & Ammo Rifle of the Year (2001) 

People are giving and receiving Henry rifles for the holidays 
because they are magnificently styled, have the smoothest actions, 
perform with flawless reliability, bear the great historical name of 
Henry and are affordably priced. 

Every part in a Henry is made in America. Every rifle is 
engineered with features many competitors charge twice the price 
for. We are a family owned business and our customer service is 
second to none. Everything will be done to ensure your complete 
satisfaction. 

Order our free color catalog featuring the entire line of Henry 
lever, bolt-action and semi-auto rifles by calling, writing or visiting 
our website. If you happen to notice a long, rectangular gift package 
tucked under the tree this Christmas, please show some restraint. 

Wait until Christmas Day to get your 
hands on your brand new Henry. 

Henry Lever Action .22 LR / .22 Mag / .17 HMR 

Henry Big Boy .44 Magnum / .45 Colt / .357 

Henry U.S. Survival Rifle .22 LR 

Henry Golden Boy .22 LR 1.22 Mag / .17 HMR 

Made in America and Priced Right 
Order your FREE Henry catalog 
atWWW.HENRY-GUNS.COM 
mail the coupon or call (718) 499-5600 

I HENRY REPEATING ARMS C0. 
I 110 8th Street 
I Brooklyn, New York 11215 

Name 

110 8th Street, Brooklyn, NY 11215 Tel: (718) 499-5600 Fax: (718) 768-8056 Henry Repeating Arms Company 

Address 

City State Zip 

NCM 
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Electric Co-op To Build Wind Turbine On Top 
Of Abandoned Coal Mine The Illinois Department of Natural Resources 

(IDNR) and Rural Electric Convenience 
Cooperative (RECC) have signed a land use 
agreement that will allow installation of a wind 
turbine at the Freeman Mine State Wildlife 
Habitat Area just east of Farmersville in northern 
Montgomery County in central Illinois. 

The planned 1.65'megawatt wind turbine to be 
erected next year is expected to provide electricity 
for approximately 500 local and area members of 
RECC. The Auburn-based cooperative serves more 
than 5,500 customers in Montgomery, Christian, 
Macoupin, Morgan and Sangamon counties. The 
turbine will be built on top of a wind-swept, 60- 
foot hill that’s called a gob knob because of the coal 
waste. 

“We are delighted to partner with Rural Electric 
Convenience Cooperative to help provide a clean, 
safe and renewable source of electricity to residents 
in this area,” said IDNR Deputy Director Leslie 
Sgro. “This project will provide needed energy for 
local citizens, while the site continues to provide 
wildlife habitat and recreational opportunities on 
reclaimed mined land.” 

“This project provides many benefits - for 
our members, for the community and for the 
environment,” said RECC President and CEO 
David Stuva. “Thanks to the cooperation of the 
IDNR, the members of our local rural electric 
cooperative will have a source of clean, renewable 
and inexhaustible energy for their homes, farms 
and businesses.” 

The Freeman Mine State Wildlife Habitat Area 
is located just east of the 1-55 Farmersville exit on 

Duane Noland, President/CEO of the Association of 

Illinois Electric Cooperatives (left) and Rural Electric 

Convenience Cooperative Board Chairman Jimmy 

Ayers discuss the future 1.65 megawatt wind turbine the 

cO'Op will build on top of an abandoned coal mine hill. 

Montgomery County Highway 17. The property is 
the former Freeman United Coal Company Crown 
#1 Mine. A federally funded mine reclamation 
project was completed in 1991 and the site was 
donated to the state for a wildlife habitat area in 
1995. ■ 

Find Soybean Recipes And Where 
To Buy Biodiesel At New Web Site 

Photo courtesy of Illinois Soybean Association 

The Illinois Soybean 
Association (ISA) Web site 

has been updated to highlight 
activities of the soybean check¬ 
off and educate farmers, con¬ 
sumers and educators. 

“The new site is cleaner, 
better organized and easier 
to search,” says Ron Moore, 
Chair of ISA’s Information & 
Education Committee. 

The new site is segmented 

into major investment areas 
including biodiesel, produc¬ 
tion research, education, policy, 
membership and news. Visitors 
to the site can learn more about 
soyfoods, contact their local 
ISA director, locate biodiesel 
suppliers and retailers, or sign 
up to become an ISA member. 
Visitors to the ISA site will find 
many other resources including 
Soy Island, an interactive 

educational tool that allows 
them to learn more about soy¬ 
bean production, processing 
and utilization from the friendly 
Cap’n Soy. 

Best of all you’ll find recipes 
like this month’s recipe for 
Sweet As Honey Dough. To 
learn more about the activities of 
the Illinois Soybean Association 
visit www.ilsoy.org. ■ 
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Illinois Linemen Are Helping Electrify 
Dominican Republic Later this winter, two linemen from Illinois will journey to the Dominican 

Republic. Tim Hemberger of Rural Electric Convenience Cooperative 

(RECC) and Pat Boylen of Adams Electric Cooperative will spend two weeks 

helping a new electric cooperative, Cooperative Electrica Fronteriza, bring 

power to a village of 50 families who have never had electricity before. 

After Hemberger and Boylen return, Mike DeWitt of Adams Electric 

Cooperative and Troy Shafer of Menard Electric Cooperative will travel to the 

area for two weeks. 

The new cooperative in the Dominican Republic will encompass a large 

rural area along the Haitian border and will eventually serve 25,000 members. 

Some villages currently have electricity, but due to the inefficiencies of the 

current electrical system, and a major problem with electricity theft, about 40 

percent of the country is without power on a given day. 

John Freitag, Vice President of Operations at the Association of Illinois 

Electric Cooperatives, journeyed with Lou Delaby, Manager of Operations 

and maintenance for RECC, to the area early this year. “This project will 

revolutionize life in the Dominican Republic,” said Freitag. “When this works, 

other people in other areas are going to see how great this is and are going to 

want the same thing.” ■ 

Change a Light, Change the World 
One Illinois co-op seeks to change more than 100 bulbs Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative has 

joined the Energy Star® Change a 

Light, Change the World campaign. The 

co-op is just one of many organizations 

that have committed to change the world, 

one light bulb at a time. Eastern Illini 

is seeking to encourage 100 members to 

pledge to replace at least one incandescent 

(standard) light bulb with one that has 

earned the Energy Star label. 

100 pledges could save 28,200 kwh 

of energy and prevent 44,600 pounds of 

greenhouse gas emissions. You can see the 

co-op’s progress in meeting their goal on 

the Energy Star Weh site at www.energy 

star.gov. 

“We want to do our part to create a 

better environment,” said Bob Dickey, Marketing Manager at Eastern Illini. 

“Participating in this national campaign is both easy and effective.” 

As of September 30, Illinois had received 2,843 pledges from individuals 

who pledged to replace 3,900 bulbs. That could save $109,980 in energy costs 

and 960,755 pounds of greenhouse gases. 

Nationally, the campaign has received 94,189 pledges to replace 127,531 

bulbs. That can save our country 35,963,742 kwh of electricity and prevent 

56,751,295 pounds of greenhouse emissions. 

To make your pledge, visit www.energystar.gov and click on the Change a 

Light pledge box; then select Eastern Illini under participating organization. 

The site also offers information on other ways consumers can save energy. ■ 

CHANGE A LIGHT 
CHANGETHE WORLD 
ENERGY STAR 
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Where organized sports activities take place, coaches, umpires, referees or 
camp counselors must protect the safety of the participants by stopping the 
activities sooner, so that the participants and spectators can get to a safe 
place before the lightning threat becomes significant. 

Lightning Is An Underrated Killer In the United States, there are an 
estimated 25 million cloud-to-ground 

lightning flashes each year. Lightning 
can be fascinating to watch, but it 
is also extremely dangerous. During 
the past 30 years, lightning killed an 
average of 67 people per year in the 
United States. This is more than the 
average of 65 deaths per year caused by 
tornadoes and the average of 16 deaths 
per year caused by hurricanes. 

Thunderstorms are most likely 
to develop on warm summer days. 
Although some victims are struck 
directly by the main lightning stroke, 
many victims are struck as the cur¬ 
rent moves in and along the ground. 
While virtually all people take some 
protective actions during the most 
dangerous part of thunderstorms, many 
leave themselves vulnerable to being 
struck by lightning as thunderstorms 
approach, depart or are nearby. 

Lightning can strike as far as 10 
miles away from the rain area in a 
thunderstorm. That’s about the distance you can hear 
thunder. When a storm is 10 miles away, it may even be 
difficult to tell a storm is coming. 

If you can hear thunder, you are within striking 
distance. Seek safe shelter immediately! 

Use the 30-30 rule where visibility is good and there is 
nothing obstructing your view of the thunderstorm. When 

you see lightning, count the time until you hear thunder. 
If that time is 30 seconds or less, the thunderstorm is 
within 6 miles of you and is dangerous. 

Most lightning deaths and injuries in the United States 
occur during the summer months when the combination 
of lightning and outdoor summertime activities reaches a 
peak. ■ 

Illinois Investor Owned Utilities Complete The State of Illinois held its first 
power auctions, which began 

on September 5 and concluded 
on September 8, 2006. The results 
of those auctions will to a large 
degree determine the cost of elec¬ 
tricity for residential consumers of 
Commonwealth Edison (ComEd) 
and the Ameren utilities beginning 
January 2, 2007. 

In 1997 the state passed an elec¬ 
tric deregulation law, which changed 
how the state’s large investor-owned 
utilities (lOUs) are regulated. Among 
many other things, it allowed them to 
either sell off their generation assets 
or roll them into subsidiaries. Both 
ComEd and the Ameren companies 

did that and therefore no longer 
own any generation. That means 
that when their current power sup¬ 
ply contracts end at the beginning of 
next year, they will need a new source 
for power to sell to their customers. 
These auctions are the means they 
will use to procure that power from 
the wholesale power market. 

This auction will have no direct 
effect on electric co-ops. As not-for- 
profit entities owned and controlled 
by the consumers themselves, electric 
cooperatives (and municipal systems) 
were treated differently than the 
lOUs under the 1997 deregulation 
law and are not subject to the same 
requirements. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 

First Power Auction 
Based on the results of the 

auctions, it appears that the new 
power supply that ComEd and the 
Ameren companies procure as a result 
of the auction will be higher in cost. 
Ameren has estimated that the cost 
increases for its residential customers 
could be in the range of 40 percent to 
55 percent, depending on the area of 
the state the customer lives. Ameren 
hopes to be given authority by the 
Illinois General Assembly and the 
Illinois Commerce Commission to 
phase-in any cost increases. Others 
have called for a continuation of the 
rate freeze. ■ 



Good, Better, Best And 
Ultimate Heating Choices 

Many years ago, Sears, Roebuck & Company (just 
Sears for the younger folks) used to rate their 

catalogue items as “Good,” “Better” and “Best.” 
Those same descriptive terms might still be used to¬ 
day to compare heating fuels and heating systems. 

For example, propane might be considered as a 
GOOD heating choice. The real question though, 
is good really “good enough?” Ken Blanchard, a well 
known author of management books, wrote a book 
entitled “Raving Fans.” His belief was that if custom¬ 
ers weren’t raving and bragging about the service 
they received, it really wasn’t good enough. As an 
example, he uses the scenario of a waitress asking 
how your meal was. Even though you may have not 
been totally satisfied, the common response is, “it was 
okay.” With propane approaching $1.75 per gallon, 
the only really good thing that can be said about pro¬ 
pane is that it has fast recovery (those times you’ve 
turned the thermostat down and then set it back up). 
The disadvantages of propane include price volatility, 
and locating and refilling of the storage tank. 

Natural gas might be considered as a BETTER 
heating choice. Gas furnace operating costs are simi¬ 
lar to baseboard, ceiling cable or electric furnaces. 
The disadvantages of natural gas include its limited 
availability, especially in rural areas, the increased 
maintenance requirements of newer high efficiency 
units, and price volatility due to the ever-increasing 
worldwide demand for natural gas and susceptibility 
to interruptions by terrorism and natural disasters. 

The BEST choice of heating systems is electric¬ 
ity, especially electric heat pumps. It’s clean, safe and 
reliable. Heat pumps, for example, have a back-up 
system, which is activated automatically in the event 

of compressor failure. With technology improve¬ 
ments in recent years, heat pumps have become 
warmer, and even more efficient and more reliable. 
Electricity is a flameless heat, and unlike gas systems, 
no combustion occurs in or near your home; conse¬ 
quently, there is no need to vent toxic fumes. When 
electric space heating is combined with cooking and 
water heating, there is only one utility bill to pay, 
an advantage for today’s busy families. Even though 
electric rates have been increasing in recent years, 
the increases have been predictable and within mod¬ 
est ranges. 

Sears never had an ULTIMATE classification, 
but the electric heat industry does. It’s known as the 
“Ground Source Heat Pump,” or geothermal. These 
units are 350-400 percent efficient and have annual 
operating costs that are less than any other option 
available. They offer reliability, long life and low 
maintenance, and have exceptionally quiet opera¬ 
tion as there are no outside units. A bonus with these 
units is the fact that they can supply up to 50 percent 
of your water heating needs as a free byproduct. The 
only disadvantage to geothermal heat pumps is the 
higher initial cost. If the new home has a mortgage, 
the additional mortgage cost to finance the geother¬ 
mal heat pump is typically considerably less than the 
savings on the utility bill, resulting in a positive cash 
flow situation for the homeowner. The initial instal¬ 
lation costs are often recouped in energy savings in as 
little as three to five years. 

If you would like additional information on heat¬ 
ing systems, please phone your cooperative’s energy 
advisor. They are here to serve you and are a wealth 
of knowledge that can be used to your benefit. 

Heating Value Comparison 
Heating Cost per 

Unit Cost Efficiency 100,000 Btu 

Electric Baseboard or Furnace $.07 kWh* 100% $1.85 
Air-Air Heat Pump $.07 kWh* 190% $1.08 
Geothermal Heat Pump $.07 kWh* 300% $0.68 
Propane $1.75 Gal 90% $2.13 

$1.75 Gal 80% $2.39 
$1.75 Gal 65% $2.94 

Natural Gas $1.32 Therm 90% $1.42 
$1.32 Therm 80% $1.60 
$1.32 Therm 65% $1.97 
*EECA cost per kWh over 500 kWh base 

Values from www.warmair.net fuel cost comparison page 
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A sportsman’s paradise, the complex 
is located on 1,500 acres (with 250 
acres of water), with enough room to 
accommodate 1,000 RVs. The trap 
range has 100 fields extending for 

3.5 miles. Managed by the Illinois 
Department of Natural Resources 
(IDNR) it has two sporting clay 
courses, sheet, ATV demonstration 
area, cowboy action shooting corral, 
championship 3-D archery course, 
permanent exhibitor building, a multi¬ 
purpose facility and a restaurant. 

This new facility will host trap 
shooting, an old sport dating back to 
at least 1793. And although it was 
built mainly for the sporting events, it 
is fast becoming known as a first class 
meeting and banquet facility with 
a full-service restaurant run by Ned 
Kelly’s of Bloomington, Inc. It is also a 
great RV/camping destination. 

Egyptian Electric Cooperative in 
Steeleville serves the complex and the 
surrounding area. 

“You can’t describe the enormity of 
this thing in words,” says Bryce Cramer, 

District Office Manager and Member 
Services Manager for Egyptian Electric 
Cooperative. “Having watched this 
complex being built, it was hard to 
fathom that people would fill it up, but 
they did.” 

The $50 million complex is 
expected to generate 250 full-time 
jobs and attract thousands of tourists. 
‘This complex will be a huge economic 
draw for this area,” says IDNR Acting 
Director Sam Flood. “More than $3 
million has already been committed 
this year for camping and vending fees 
alone.” 

“The benefit to Randolph County 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 

Economic Development 
' .. . ^ .. \\\ V rhe new phrase in economic development in 

southern Illinois is “Pull!” With the opening of 

the new World Shooting and Recreational Complex 

in Sparta, this small southern Illinois town of less than 

5,000 is drawing people from around the world. The 

irony of this new tourism and job-producing complex 

is its built on a shuttered Peabody coal mine. 
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and the region is tremendous, says 
Cramer. Other organizations are 
beginning to book the facilities. For 
example, Cramer says the Randolph 
County Farm Bureau will host its 
second annual safety camp at the site 
this year. The restaurant and facilities 
can also accommodate wedding 
receptions, corporate meetings and 
other events. 

Before opening for public use on 
September 1 the complex hosted three 
major shooting events. 

In August the complex hosted the 
Amateur Trapshooting Association’s 
(ATA) Grand American, the oldest 
shooting competition in the world. 
The event started in 1893 and has been 
held in Chicago, Columbus, Ohio and 
St. Louis. Before moving to Sparta the 
event had been held in Vandalia, Ohio, 
since 1924. The ATA has more than 
100,000 members in the U.S., Canada 
and other countries. The event draws 
nearly 7,000 competitors competing 
for $ 1 million in prizes and as many 
as 130,000 people to the 11-day event. 

Estimates are the event brought in $15 
to $20 million. 

Dean Townsend, ATA Ohio 
delegate, says, “Let me tell you, this 
facility is unlike anything you have 
ever seen. It is huge. Imagine a 
shooting range that is twice as long as 
the line in Vandalia (Ohio) to get some 
idea. Also, I found the local people are 
very friendly and certainly glad to have 
the ATA there.” 

In addition to the ATA’s Grand 
American, the National Sporting 
Clays Association, the National Skeet 
Shooting Association and the Single 
Shooters Society will hold their events 

at the Sparta complex. 
Egyptian Electric Cooperative built 

a 10-megawatt substation and new 
power lines to serve the complex and 
area. Built for future growth, the state 
paid for the substation. 

“We built a dedicated circuit on the 

north side so we could serve future 
growth,” says General Manager Mark 
Stallons. “We serve all up and down 
that road and in that area. If they can 
secure events year-round they will 
have the demand for new restaurants 
and hotels and other growth for the 

in addition to tent space 

for vendors and displays, a 

permanent exhibitor building 

is on the site. 



■ 

  
With 100 trap fields extending 3.5 miles, the new Illinois World Shooting m 

and Recreational Complex near Sparta provided a lot of shooting and 

“hiking” opportunities for competitors at the Grand American World 

Trapshooting Championship held in August. 
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area. It is going to be a big challenge 
over the next three years. But Sparta 
is really fired up. They are looking at a 
lot of long-term growth. It’s a beautiful 
facility, and if they can do it, the 
economic impact will be huge.” 

During the first big event, the 
restaurants and motels were full in 
Sparta and in other towns up to an 
hour’s drive away. 

The small town expected traffic 
problems. But Corey Rheinecker, 
Coordinator of Public Affairs for 
Sparta, says that traffic and the event 
itself ran smoothly. 

Rheinecker says, “The state police, 
county and city got together and came 
up with a plan. But really traffic wasn’t 
an issue. It was staggered and we had 
a constant flow in and out and there 
wasn’t a major backup.” 

Rheinecker says they anticipate 
a large increase in sales tax revenue 
for the months of July and August 
each year. But the nice surprise is the 
increase in new business inquiries. 

“I’ve had a lot of inquiries from 
new businesses on coming into 
town,” says Rheinecker. “Industries 
are looking at Sparta now that we’re 

visible. I really didn’t expect this much 
interest this early in the game. It’s been 
a pleasant surprise.” 

The World Shooting and Recrea¬ 
tional Complex has its critics and 
Reinecker understands the new facility 
still has a lot prove. He says, “This year 
there were a lot of skeptics who stayed 
away. They thought this would be a 
failure. Gas prices, I think, kept a few 
people away, but for the most part it 
was one of the better years the ATA’s 
Grand American has had on record. I 
think that now that it’s proven itself, 
more people will want to come and 
experience it.” 

The complex has had its political 
ups and downs as well. At $50 million, 
the critics have said it cost too much. 
But the project has also had support 
from both parties. It started with Gov. 
George Ryan’s administration. And at 
a critical time during the tight budget 
overtime session of 2004, Gov. Rod 
Blagojevich found he had to fight for 
the project. 

State Sen. Dave Luechtefeld (R- 
Okawville) and State Rep. Dan Reitz 
(D-Sparta) saw the complex as an 
opportunity to showcase the region to 
people from across the country and 
even the world, and hoped it could 
jump start new economic development 
for the area. 

Cramer says the support of both 
Reitz and Luechtefeld was crucial. 

World Shooting Complex Open to the Public 
Operation Times 
• Sporting Clays Pistol Range - 9:00 

a.m. to Dusk 
• Trap and Skeet Fields - 9:00 a.m. to 

10:00 p.m., applies to 16 lighted fields 
• Trap Leagues - may be held on any 

date but will not exceed 10:00 p.m. 
All times are subject to change for an event 

Rates 
• Trapshooting 

Everyday price: 25 Clays - $5 
Event Prices: over 100 rounds- $4.50 

• Sporting Clays Shooting 
Round of 100 Clays-$26 

• Event Rate Sporting Clays 
50 rounds - $24 each 
100 rounds - $22 each 
over 100 rounds - $20 each 

• Not for profit or charity event 
$20 per round of 100 sporting clays 
5 Stand $5 per round of 25 clays 

All above rates will be subject to change January 1,2007. 
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“The shooting areas, 
exhibit, banquet and 
camping space are 
unmatched by any other 
facility in the region. ” 

There are 600 

RV campsites with 

electric and water service, 

and potential for camping 

jamborees accommodating 

1,000 plus campers. 

“Without those two, it probably 
wouldn’t have happened,” he says. 

The new complex is quickly 
expected to become the premiere 
meeting, exhibit, banquet and 
reception space in southwestern 
Illinois. 

“This complex will be the first 
state-owned public shooting facility 
anywhere in the state and will soon 
become the crown jewel of Southwest 
Illinois,” says IDNR’s Flood. “The 
shooting areas, exhibit, banquet and 
camping space are unmatched by any 
other facility in the region.” 

The 34,000-square-foot events 
center includes a 4,700- square-foot 
concession area, which houses a 1,230- 
square-foot full service restaurant, a 
930-square-foot lounge and a 2,250- 

square-foot dining room, and all are 
available for large events. 

“Even if you are not a sportsman, 
I encourage all visitors to the area to 
come out here and take a look around 
because it’s so aesthetically beautiful. 
Stop by, have a great meal, shop in the 
unique stores and take in the scenic 
views—you’ll have a great time,” says 
IDNR Special Events Coordinator 
Bob Ruff. 

Whether in town for a day or a 
week, visitors have many options 
in Sparta and the surrounding 
communities. Year round, visitors can 
play golf, visit a local winery, explore 
historic Illinois, attend sporting 
events, enjoy fine dining, or just take 
in the scenery. Consider overnight 
stays at one of the area’s many 

campgrounds, hotels, motels or bed and 
breakfasts. 

Sparta is still a quaint community 
of 4,500 located in historic Randolph 
County. It may still be best known by 
most as the town that played a leading 
role in the 1967 film, In the Heat of 
the Night, starring Sidney Poitier and 
Rod Steiger, but it has gained a new 
reputation as a sportsman’s paradise. 
Check it out. ■ 

For more information: 
The Illinois Department of Natural 
Resources: 
217-782-5706, or 1-866-850-2564 
e-mail: dnr.worldshooting(a)illinois.gov 
www.dnr.state.il.us/worldshooting 
The Amateur Trapshooting Association: 
www.shootata.com  
The City of Sparta: www.spartaillinois.us 
Illinois Sporting Clays, Skeet Shooting, 
Trap Shooting and Gun Clubs: 
www.claytargetsonline.com   
Directions: 
From Sparta take IL Rt. 4 and drive north 4 
miles until you reach County Rd. 18. Turn 
west and drive approximately 4 miles until 
you reach Hickory Grove Rd. Turn south and 
watch for the signs indicating the World 
Shooting and Recreational Complex. 

The Grand American World 

Trapshooting Championship, the 

“Super Bowl” of trap shooting, had 

nearly 7,000 competitors from all 50 

states and a dozen foreign countries. 
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Leaves of Three, Let Them Be 
Don't forget that poison ivy is a threat all year 

Although most people know to avoid contact with 

poison ivy during summer, some may not realize 

that the plant can also cause problems during the 

winter months. Poison ivy occurs in all counties 

of Illinois and grows in a variety of locations and 

soil types. It is commonly found growing along 

woodlands, fencerows and hedges. The growth 

habit and appearance of the leaflets can he variable, 

which sometimes causes people to mistake it for 

something else. Poison ivy grows as a shrub or as a 

woody vine that can reach up to 60 feet long. The 

compound leaves have three leaflets giving rise to 

the old saying, “leaves of three, let them he.” 

In the fall, leaves turn a bright red-orange 

color and vines can be easily seen growing up the 

sides of trees. All parts of the plant are poisonous 

and contain a toxic oil called urushiol, which is 

responsible for the severe itching and blistering of 

the skin. Since trees may have poison ivy climbing 

on the main trunk, care should be taken when 

cutting firewood. Even in winter, contact with the 

plant sap can cause a reaction and produce a skin 

rash. 

plant will probably grow back. Several herbicides 

are labeled for controlling poison ivy, but be sure to 

read and follow all label directions. Also, care must 

be taken when applying herbicides around land¬ 

scape plants or other sensitive species. 

Whatever type of control that you use, avoid 

contact with skin by wearing gloves, long pants, 

socks, shoes and a long-sleeve shirt. If you are 

exposed to poison ivy, immediately washing the 

oil from your skin with soap and water will help 

minimize the allergic reaction. 

Poison Ivy Fast Facts 
Only 1 nanogram (billionth of a gram) needed 

to cause rash. 

1/4 ounce of urushiol is all that is needed to 
cause a rash in every person on earth. 

A Specimens of urushiol several centuries old 

have caused dermatitis in sensitive people. 

1 to 5 years is normal tor urushiol oil to stay 

active on any surface including dead plants. 

Even in winter, contact 
with the plant sap can 
cause a reaction and 

Burning poison ivy after it has been cut or 

trimmed is also hazardous. The smoke from burning 

plants can cause injury to the eyes, skin and res¬ 

piratory tract. In addition, slow, smoldering fires 

are more likely to release more airborne urushiol 

particles that hot, intense fires. 

Once established, poison ivy 

can be difficult to control. Repeated 

mowing may eventually weaken the 

plant and reduce its vigor. Carefully 

digging up small plants is also an 

option, but if any roots remain, the 

produce a skin rash 

Most common allergy in the country claiming 

half the population. 

Sensitivity to urushiol can develop at any time. 

Solutions or cures are those that annihilate 

urushiol. 

Everyone appears to react slightly different to 

all the remedies. 

^ Rubbing the rashes won't spread poison ivy to 

other parts of your body (or to another person). 

You spread the rash only if urushiol oil has 

been left on your hands. 

^ Upwards of 90 percent of people are allergic to 

urushiol oil, it's a matter of time and exposure. 

The more times you are exposed to urushiol, 

the more likely it is that you will break out 

with an allergic rash. ■ 
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George F. Czapar, Ph.D., University of 
Illinois Extension Springfield Center, 
R0. Box 8199, Springfield, IL 62791, 
(217) 782-6515, e-mail gfc@uiuc.edu 



POND & LAKE LINERS 
Custom Sizes • Reinforced Material 

$.39/SQ. FT. or Less 
• STRENGTH • 

• COMMITMENT • 
• GUARANTEED CONTAINMENT • 

BEND TARP & LINER, INC. 
1-800-280-0712 

www. bendtarp. com 

j**?C**-W4^ KENTUCKY 
STEEL TRUSS 

BUILDINGS 

I FREE CATALOGUE 

1-859-745-0606 
www.kstbuild.com 

24x30x8 
30x36x8 
40x48x10 
50x60x12 
60x80x12 
75x80x14 

$4,595 
$5,595 
$9,295 

$14,495 
$20,695 
$27,595 

Newlook! 
The Hobsteel 

since 1986 

-800-628-1324 
Call today and ask about our 

monthly specials! 
WE CUSTOM DESIGN TO YOUR SPECIFICATIONS 

Builders, Inc. 
QUALITY IS AFFORDABLE 

Blitz Buildings are built to last! 
25 years experience 

Over 12,000 buildings 
constructed 

Blitz Builders #1 in Value 
www. blitz build ers.com 

The 
Toughest 
Glue On 
Planet 
Earth. 
Bonds hundreds 
of materials 
including wood, 
stone, metal, ceramic 
more! Incredibly strong 
and 100% waterproof! 

1-800-966-3458 • www.gorillaglue.com 

The Toughest 
Tape On 

Planet Earth. 

Extra Thick. Extra Stick. 
New Gorilla Tape sticks to things 

ordinary tapes simply can’t. 

1-800-966-3458 • www.gorillatape.com 

INATE COLD SPOTS 
CHILLY BATHROOMS, COLD BEDROOMS, COLD FLOORS AND NOISY HEATERS! 

uuBVEEr D 0 

Silent - Reliable - Healthy • Safe - 
EFFICIENT ELECTRIC HEA T SOLUTIONS 

M.g^gtljkfJgl.yA^ITOITO 
Egyptian Electric 

Murphysboro, 618-684-2143 
Jo-Carroll Energy Inc. 
Elizabeth, 800-858-5522 

Rural Electric Convenience Co-op 
Auburn, 217-438-6197 

Egyptian Electric 
Steelville, 618-965-3434 

Eastern lllini Electric Co-op 
Paxton, 217-379-2131 

Shelby Electric Co-op 
Shelbyville, 217-774-3986 

OR CALL CONVECTAIR AT 1 800-463-6478 www.convectair.com 



Winter Preparations 
Ways to keep Jack Frost from nipping at your plants 

r~~' 

"Since we can't change the 
weather, we can do our best to 
make sure the plants survive." 

Illinois winters can be exciting with sledding, 
tobogganing, skiing and doing doughnuts with the 

car in parking lots. Okay, maybe we shouldn’t say 
the latter, but they are still fun, as long as it is in a 
parking lot and not on the road. 

It’s also a time that while you’re snug inside, 
interesting things can be happening to the plants 
outside. And not always a “good” interesting. 

Illinois winters are as predictable as our 
summers. And spring. And fall. In other words, 
the only thing predictable is that they are 
unpredictable. This winter could be one of the 
mildest on records, or one of the worse. 

Since we can’t change the weather, we can do 
our best to make sure the plants survive. 

First, plants in containers probably won’t do well 
during the winter, though some might. It’s better to 
either move the containers into a warmer location, 
or take the plants out of the pots and put them in the 
ground. The sooner this is done, the better. 

Some plants may survive the cold, but not all 
the frozen water around their roots. Even if the 
frozen water doesn’t cause initial problems with root 
breakage, it might cause root rotting as the roots 
receive no oxygen even in the middle of winter. 

Moving ceramic containers and pots inside 
during the winter also prevents them from cracking 
and shattering, and saves the expense of buying 

new ones next year. 
The sun can cause some 

problems with plants as well, 
and the effects, of course, 
vary from plant to plant. 

Dehydration is one of 
the biggest cold problems, 
especially with evergreens. 
The sun shines on the 

needles or leaves of pines, yews, hollies and 
boxwoods, and causes the leaves to start losing 
moisture, just as it happens during the summer. 

However, since the ground is frozen, the roots 
can’t absorb any more water. Or worse, there isn’t 
any more to absorb if snowfall and/or winter rains 
are practically non-existent. 

Which is always the reason to make sure the 
ground is moist before it freezes. If that means 
turning on the sprinkler at Thanksgiving, so be it. 
While they won’t express their thanks verbally, the 
plants really will thank you. 

Watering is the main way to avoid winter 
drying, but you can apply anti-desiccant products 
such as Wilt-Pruf, which are waxy substances that 
create a barrier to prevent water from transpiring 
from the leaf. Make sure to read and follow all the 
label directions. Misapplication can literally kill 
the plant, sort of like putting a plastic bag over your 
head. 

Don’t forget mulching. This insulates the soil 
and prevents some water from evaporating. While 
the summer rates are four to six inches, you can add 
a couple more inches for the winter. Just make sure 
to remove some of it by next spring. 

Protect young thin-barked trees against frost 
cracks by wrapping the trunks with sisal-kraft paper 
or strips of burlap, tying a six-inch board upright 
on the south-southwest side of the trunk, wrapping 
young trees with tree wrap, or applying a coat of 
whitewash, the latter being the most unattractive 
and least effective. 

Frost cracks may reopen each year, providing 
entry for wood decay fungi and insects. Trees that 
are often subject to frost crack when growing 
in exposed locations include apple, ash, beech, 
elm, horse chestnut, linden, maple, oak, poplar, 
sycamore, tulip tree, walnut and willow. 

Boxwood, junipers, yews and other multiple¬ 
stemmed evergreens that tend to spread, split 
apart and break under a load of ice or snow can be 
protected by tying the branches together this fall 
with strong cord, but leave a slight bit of slack to 
prevent the plants from snapping off. 

The best way to protect from rabbits is to wrap 
the tree and shrub trunk or trunks with chicken 
wire, at least two feet higher than the typical 
snowfall, and leave at least an inch gap between 
the wire and the trunk. 

Deer are more difficult, and I’ve come to the 
conclusion that it might be better to nip some 
branches off an evergreen at Christmas or a few 
fruit trees and pile them up near the edges of the 
woods for the deer to eat. S 

David Robson is an Extension Educator, 

Horticulture, at the Springfield Extension 

Center, University of Illinois Extension, 

P.0. Box 8199, Springfield, IL 62791. 

Telephone: 217-782-6515. 

E-mail: drobson@uiuc.edu. 
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CALL FORr FREE ESTIMATE 

MOBILE HOME ROOF PROBLEMS? 
ifetime Warranty^ 

mmimmm 
from fS oOt li ern | Bu i I d e r s 

oMMll otpiM oQMEffillll? 
Mobile Roofer SpeCsiaMs-b 

STEEL ROOFING 
,♦ 2" - 3" INSULATION 
!♦ ONE FOOT OVERHANG 
♦ NO MORE ROOF RUMBLE 
L LOWER UTILITY BILLS 

SEAARK BOATS 
All weioeo A I u ra i a a in Boats Built For A litetinie 

New SeaArk Maverick 
with Suzuki 50 DF50TLK Motor and B&M Trailer 

Rear Fishing Platform 
Covered Battery Storage 
Console w/Livewell (side) 
Seat Box w/Fold Down Seats 
2 Bow Storage Compartments 
8 Gauge Trolling Motor Mount 
Trolling Motor & Fish Finder Optional 

3' All-Weld Ffull 
Standard Paint 
. 1 25 Gauge Floor 
2 Fold Down Fishing Seats 
Rod Box (Lockable) 

$ SUZUKI 

payments 
As low A* 

*149 
Pef NVo. w 

a.c. *11599 
MAVERICK SPECIFICATIONS 

LOA 17'6" Beam 84" 

Bottom Width 60" Side Depth 24" 

Gouge .100 HP Rating 75 

Weight Capacity 1 300 lbs. Transom Height 30" 

Approx. Weight 755 lbs. 

“Bagging with your tractor, not your back!” 
www.LawnTractorLeafBag.com • 877-530-9084 

Worldwide Steel Buildings 
Factory Direct 

24’ - 75’ Clearspan 

10’-20’Side Walls Height 

Worldwide Steel Buildings 
Peculiar, MO 

1-800-825-0316 • 816-779-6441 

www.worldwidebuildingsales.com 

Select^ 
OHMs-Voy 

Ventures 
Dr. John Ronan DDS 

& Associates 
Can Offer You 

Dentures, Partials 
& Extractions 

ONE-DAY SERVICEi 
NTU 

Office Hours: Monday-Friday 8 to 4 
Call for an Appointment 

(217-479-8444) 
(1-877-565-8981) 

1201 W. Walnut, Jacksonville, IL 62650 
Payment Accepted 

Cash, Mastercard or Visa 
Ho Personal Checks 



Time To Plug The leaks 
As energy costs rise, so does interest in energy efficiency 

The total air infiltration in an 

average house is the equivalent 

of having a door or window 

open every day of your life. 

Well folks, it has finally happened. Since 1975, 

I’ve been saying that America and the world 

would face a serious energy crisis in my lifetime. 

And I believe that time is now. Simply put, 

demand for fossil fuels is exceeding supply. This is 

evidenced by the rising prices of gasoline, natural 

gas, propane and electricity. With energy costs 

increasing at alarming rates, it is not surprising that 

interest in energy efficiency is soaring as well. In 

fact, calls to my home office have doubled in recent 

months. 

With natural gas, propane and electric bills 

on the rise, the most pressing question right now 

is: “How can I get through the winter without 

mortgaging my house to pay the heating bills?” 

Although I can’t do anything about the rising 

energy costs, I can give you some time-honored tips 

that will hopefully help you use less energy and, 

therefore, lower your bills. 

So where do you start? 

First you must identify the problems in your 

home and I often say that the three biggest ones 

affecting the comfort and energy efficiency of your 

house are 1) air infiltration, 2) air infiltration, and, 

yes, you guessed it, 3) air 

infiltration. 

The total air infiltration 
in an average house is the 

equivalent of having a door 

or window open every day 

of your life. Just think with 

me for a moment. If you 

can keep the cold air from 

getting in, it won’t take as 

much to heat your house, 

not to mention the fact that you would be a lot 

more comfortable in your home. 

So where does the air come in? 

Think of it this way. Anywhere an ant can get 

in, air can get in. Here are a few major problem 

areas: 

1. Where your wall touches your slab. 

2. Cracks between the wood framing in your 

home’s walls. 

3. Around electrical receptacles and light switches 

in your house, even on interior walls. (When 

the north wind is blowing, go feel the electrical 

outlets and switches on your north wall.) 

4- Holes and leaks around your sink plumbing. 

5. Gas and fireplace flues. 

6. Recessed can lights that are not IC-rated. 

Between 3 and 10 cubic feet per minute of air 

will pass through one of these lights. A typical 

plastic garbage bag is 3 cubic feet. So that means 

that three garbage bags full of air can leak out of 

one of those lights every minute. 

7. Leakage in ductwork can be major. Leakage in 
the return air system of your heating/cooling 

unit can especially be a problem during the 

winter as it lets the cold air into your house. In 

the average house, gigantic amounts of air enter 

though this system. 

So how are you going to stop the cold air from 

penetrating your home this winter? 

The solution is mostly labor and a little bit of 

material. Now, say this with me. “Caulk it. Caulk 

it. Caulk it.” 

For big holes, such as those under the sink, 

simply use expandable foam. For the smaller cracks, 

use a clear siliconized caulk. For electrical outlets 

and light switches, install the insulated foam gas¬ 

kets and childproof plug inserts. 

Installing cellulose or foam insulation in your 

attic will also help reduce air infiltration from 

your attic space. For existing homeowners who 

have less than eight inches of fiberglass insulation 
in the attic, I recommend that you add cellulose 

insulation over the fiberglass to a final insulation 

depth of 12 inches. Cellulose insulation, which is 

made from recycled newspapers, or foam insulation 

will greatly outperform the more conventional fiber¬ 

glass insulation. 

These products can be purchased at most home 

centers. There are also professionals who can test 

your home and correct the problems. The surest 

way to find the leaks is through a blower door test, 

which reveals where all the leaks are, even those 

you can’t see. Many local electric cooperatives also 

do free energy audits of members’ homes. ■ 

Doug Rye, the “Doctor of Energy 
Efficiency-the King of Caulk and Talk” 
can be heard on several different Illinois 
radio stations. Or you can go to his Web 
site at www.dougrye.com, e-mail him at 
info@philliprye.com, or call 888-Doug- 
Rye or 501-653-7931. You can also sign 
up for a free newsletter and order his 
“how to” videotapes. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 



ATTENTION 

DIABETIC METER 
RECALL ALERT 

So far in 2006 there have been 14 
manufacturer notifications. There 
were over 20 different Class I High 
Risk Recalls for diabetic meters 
issued by the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration in 2005. 

A Class I recall means that there 
is a reasonable chance that the 
product will cause serious health 
problems or death. Most major 
diabetic meter manufactures have 
had a recall in the past 2 years! 

YOUR CURRENT METER MAY 
BE INVOLVED IN A RECALL. 

Accuracy and consistency are 
extremely important when you test 
your blood! 

If you have Medicare call now to 
get a NO COST to you replacement 
meter and new testing supplies! 
Sorry, we are unable to help you if 
you are in an HMO. 

Call Discount Diabetic at 
1-800-865-6917. 

If you have Arthritis, Medicare will 
cover a large, moist heating pad for 
you at NO COST to you. Medicare 
will also cover vacuum therapy 
systems for erectile dysfunction. 
^Deductible and copay may apply. 

CALL 1-800-865-6917 NOW! 

America’s Oldest & Largest Rare Breed Hatchery 
FREE COLOR CATALOG 

Over 140 varieties of Baby Chicks, Bantams, 
Turkeys, Guineas, Peafowl, Game Birds, 
Waterfowl. Also Eggs, Incubators, Books, 
Equipment and Medications. 

Call 1-800-456-3280 
(24 hours a day) 

Murray McMurray Hatchery, 
Cl 32, Webster City, Iowa 50595-0458 
Website: http://www.mcmurrayhatchery.com 

HERITAGE 
BUILDING SYSTEMS® 

Established 1979 

A Built To Last 

30’x 40’x 10’ $5,975 

40’x 60’x 12’ $10,294 

60’x 100’x 16’ $25,886 

Since 1979 Heritage Building Systems’ 
focus has been to provide the 
industry with the finest quality, best 
Looking pre -engineered steel 
structures at the lowest possible price. 

1.800.643.5555 
www.heritagebuildings.com 

SLASH YOUR HEAT BILL UP TO 50% 
Heat 500 to 1000 sq. ft. for pennies a day with an energy saving 

Infra Red Heating System 
ENERGY EFFICIENT: Operates on less than a Mr. Coffee per day. 

PORTABLE - 110 VOLT 

• Thermostat controlled 
• Over 20 yrs. of satisfied customers 
■ Will not reduce humidity or oxygen 
• Filters the air 
■ 3 year warranty 
• Cannot start a fire 
■ Safe for children and pets 
• Energy efficient safe, soft, comfortable heat 

Uncover “The amazing results" documenting the SUNHEAT solar zone 

electronic heating system’s many benefits. To inform you on the SUNHEAT 

zone concept, we would like to share some background information with 

you. The SUNHEAT is remarkably efficient due to its use of the specially 

developed safe infrared heat chambers. Each chamber utilizes three unique 

solid copper heat exchangers. Over 25 years of research and field-testing 

stand behind infrared heat in residential and commercial applications world¬ 

wide. 

The best way to describe this system’s potential is to first describe its ben¬ 

efits. The manufacturer has concentrated its design efforts around the three 

most important consumer benefits of any heating system: economy, com¬ 

fort and safety. The resulting performance cannot be outperformed by any 

other heating system on the market. 

Incredibly the SUNHEAT uses 35% less energy than a conventional elec¬ 

tric fumacc/bascboard system. The SUNHEAT will heat more efficiently 

than the Heat Pump. When compared with today's skyrocketing gas. pro¬ 

pane, and fuel oil cost, the SUNHEAT zone heater provides unbelievable 

savings. 

There is no heat wasted near the ceiling. The unique solar zone process 

virtually prevents the wasteful air layering as with conventional heating 

systems. 

The SUNHEAT requires no installation and can be plugged into any 110 

volt outlet. There is a lower purchase/installation cost per heated square 

foot than any other system. Our zone heater requires no special 240v wiring 

or expensive, inefficient ducting, piping or chimney. Home or business owners 

Uses electricity (not gas or oil) 
Quality compact wood cabinet 

(Not Plastic) 
Put the heat where you need it 
Even heat wall to wall and 

floor to ceiling 
60 day money back guarantee 

FACTORY DIRECT 

SALE 
SAVE UP TO 

$2oo°° 

can install the system with no problem. Simply plug it in. 

Our zone area heating concept saves money. Using individually controlled 

units, the SUNHEAT system provides heat only where and when it is needed 

for more control over area comfort and energy bills. 

There is lower operating and maintenance costs than conventional heat 

systems and the SUNHEAT is virtually maintenance free. There is no un¬ 

wanted changing of filters or high prices for replacements since our zone 

heaters have a lifetime washable polytron filter. There are absolutely no 

burners to adjust or replace. Long-life industrial infrared commercial tube 

quartz is replaced easily and inexpensively. A full three-year warranty, in¬ 

cluding the new commercial quartz tubes, protects the consumer's invest¬ 

ment. The SUNHEAT does not remove humidity from the air! It actually 

helps maintain desirable humidity levels. Also, water does not readily col¬ 

lect on the windows as with conventional systems. 

Due to SUNHEAT’S unique concept, the floors stay warmer since the air 

is mixed at ground level. This makes the temperature difference, from floor 

to ceiling, is not more than 2 degrees Fahrenheit. 

This one of a kind system operates as quietly as a whisper! The SUNHEAT'S 

efficiency is based on the distribution of energized air as well as water mol¬ 

ecules which do not depend on high-speed airflow. 

Since the outside of the unit does not get hot, you may place this zone heater 

anywhere you want and not have to worry about problems that space heat¬ 

ers pose. You can set it and forget it! SUNHEAT-never before has safety, 

comfort and soft heat been packaged together in such a remarkable heater. 

BBB 
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MEMBER 

FREE 
FREIGHT 

If Ordered 
Within 7 Days 

T&R Distributing To Order by: 
3724 Arch Ave. Phone: 888-408-1363 ext. 19 
Grand Island, NE 68803 Fax: 800-392-4587 
SINCE 1954 www.sunheat.info 

MODEL 750 -Heats 500 sq. ft. 

MSRP $54900 - SALE $379Q0 No. Price 
MODEL 1500 -Heats 1000 sq.ft. 

MSRP $64900 - SALE $44900 No. Price 
NE Residents add 51/2% tax 

Freiqht $25.00 (Free freiqht within 7 days) 
TOTAL 

Payment Information: Credit Card 
□ Check □ Discover □ Visa □ Mastercard 
Credit Card # 
Print Name Exp. Date (Mo./Yr.) 
Signature 
Ship To: 

Name 
Address 
City ST Zip 
Phone ( ) 



Origma 
OUTSIDE 

WOODBURNING 
FURNACE 
"Since 1976" 

www.hardvhecrter.com 
Bcrtes@harclYhecrter.com 

pSfcll stainless steel construction 
Heats home and household 
hot water 
10-year warranty 
Connects to your existing 
central duct 
or hydronic system 
Standard with bronze 
circulator pump 

   and automatic draft 
combustion blower, and grates 
Units from 100,000 to 250,000 
BTU’s output 
Financing Available (new) 
Dealer Inquiries Welcome 

Hardy Manufacturing 
Company, Inc. 

12345 Road 505 
> PHILADELPHIA, MS 39350 

(1-800-542-7395) 

Wick 
my Buildings 

Sep 1 - Oct 31, 2006 | (LILA 
800-356-9682 • Check out FallBuildingDays.com for all the details 

Farm ■ Industrial - Commercial 
25 Year Warranty on Roof & Walls; 

Prices F.O.B. Mfg. Plants; 
Seal Stamped Blue Prints; 
Easy Bolt Together Design. 

30’ x 50’ x 10’ $7,999 
40’ x 60’ x 12’ $11,592 
60’x 100’x 16’ $25,149 
80’x 100’x 16’ $32,991 
100’ x 150’ x 16’ $57,999 (Local codes may affect prices) 

Arena Special 
(roof & frame) 

100’ x 100’x 14’...$33,805 

VISIT 

OUR 

WEBSITE 

VISIT 

OUR 

WEBSITE 

STEEL BUILDING SYSTEMS 
Fax: 940-484-6746 email: info@rhinobldg.com 

Website: http://www.RHINOBLDG.COM 

Toll Free 1-888-320-7466 

DON’T TAKE IT SO HARD  
Physics softens your water 

like lightning treats the rain 
without electricity, salt or chemicals - for city or well water 
SoPhTec Water Conditioning System for HOME & 
AGRICULTURE. Controls hardness, calcium scale 
and corrosion. Removes existing scale. Helps control 

sulfur odor. Saves energy costs. Installs easily. Maintenance and ser¬ 
vice free. Use 50% less soaps & detergents. The SoPhTec water condi¬ 
tioning system makes hard water act like soft water. 

The SoPhTec water conditioning system extends equipment life. 
Prevents scale build up, clogging of lines, fixtures and equipment. 

SoPhTec is a cost effective alternative to a salt water system. 
Total system cost for the home - $388 including shipping and handling. 

A 90 day money back guarantee plus a ten year warranty. 
To receive a free brochure and water hardness test strip, call or write: 

Call Toll Free 1-800-708-2872 
e-mail: mainline@att.net 

Carl Knight - SoPhTec Distributor 
4860 Quarry Lane, Richmond Hts., OH 44143 

Families Have Saved Up To 50% On Heating Costs 
And never have to buy fuel — wood, oil, gas, kerosene — ever again! 

ORDER TODAY! 
2 MODELS TO CHOOSE FROM 

Hydro-Sil is a unique room-by-room heating system 
that can save you hundreds of dollars in home heating 
costs by replacing old and inefficient heating. It can 
replace or supplement your electric heat, gas or oil furnace 
and woodstoves. 

Hydro-Sil represents economy in heating: inside the 
heater case is a sealed copper tube filled with a harmless 
silicone fluid. It’s permanent You’ll never run out 
“Hydro-Sil Energy Star” thermostat controls a variable watt 
hydro element that is only being supplied a proportional 
amount of power on an as-needed basis. When Hydro-Sil 
is turned on, the silicone liquid is quickly heated, and with 
its heat retention qualities, continues to heat after the Hydro 
element shuts off. Hydro-Sil’s room-by-room “Energy Star” 
digital control technology greatly increases energy savings 
and comfort. 

lllk 
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YOUR BENEFITS WITH HYDRO-SIL: 
• Slash heating cost with Energy Star technology 
• Lifetime warranty. No service contracts 
• Safe, complete peace of mind 
• Clean, no fumes, environmentally safe 
• U.L. listed 
• Preassembled — ready to use 
• No furnaces, ducts, or chimneys 
• Portable (110V) or permanent (220V) 
• Whole house heating or single room 

HERE'S WHAT OTHERS ARE SAYING... 
•F. Smalley - “A company that advertises 
the truth saved me 50% compared to my 

gas heat. I found it hard to believe until 

my power bill came. Thanks a million!” 

•R. Hanson - “I can’t begin to tell you how 

pleased I am with Hydro-Sil... the first time 

in 25 years our electric bill was reduced... 
saved $635, over 40%!’ 

•A. Gonsalves— "We replaced 20 electric 

heaters with Hydro-Sil. Wow — what a 
difference! We received a substantial 

reduction of our electric bill. I have 
recommended Hydro-Sil to many people!” 

220 Volt 
Permanent 

Approx. Area 
to Heat 

Discount 
Price Quantity 

81 2000 watts 250-300 s.f. $289 

6' 1500 watts 180-250 s.f. $259 

5' 1250 watts 130-180 s.f. $239 

4' 1000 watts 100-130 s.f. $219 

3' 750 watts 75-100 s.f. $189 

2' 500 watts 50-75 s.f. $169 

Thermostats Call for options & exact heater needed 

110 Volt Portables Discount 
(Thermostat Included) Price Quantity 

5' Hydro-Max 750-1500 watts $219 

4‘ Convector Dual watt $179 

3' 750 watts- Silicone $179 

$15.00 shipping per heater $ 

Total Amount $ 

Address 

City  

Phone _ 

-Zip. 

MasterCard or Visa Account Information: 

Acct #   

Expiration Date  

Order todoy or contact us for more information 
PHONE • WEB • MAIL 

Check • MasterCard • Visa 

1-800-627-9276 
Visit our secure web site at 

www.hydrosil.com 
Hydro-Sil, P.O. Box, 662, 

Fort Mill, SC 29715 



SANGAMON 
V^FLOORS RADIANT 
^uponor^x uponor aqua pex tubing products 

for agricultural, commercial shop 
^[Radiant Floor Heating 

floors and homes 

(217)971-8592 FAX (217)483-7973 • Evening (217)483-3223 
John D. McMillan - Owner 

2 SEAT BIKE 
DRIVES LIKE A CAR 
• Easy to Pedal 
• Multi-Speed 
• 1, 2 & 4 Seaters 
• Optional Electric Motor1 

1-800-974-6233 Ext. 9986 www.4wc.com/9986 
* 125 Rhoades Lane 

Hendersonville, Tennessee 37075 

Mobile Home 
Owners: ROOF KING 

Mobile Home Super Insulated 
Roof Over Systems 

40 Year Warranty 
Factory Direct From Roof King 

1 -800-748-0645 
www.roofking.net 

Save 40% 
on your 
energy bill 

Electric co-op energy advisors recommend spray-on 
cellulose insulation over fiberglass because it: 

• Stops air infiltration 

• Provides consistent comfort 

• Has superior fire, pest and sound protection 

• Contains a safe anti-mildew ingredient 

BLUE SKY 
ENERGY 
SAVERS 
SPRAY-ON INSULATION 

• Reduces construction costs 

• Is made from 100% recycled products 

For a dealer near you, or to start your own cellulose 
insulation business call, 

(618) 346-0271, (fax)-618-346-0272 • www.bluesky-usa.com 

SMILE FOR LESS 
BASIC BASIC 

DENTURES CROWN 

(SET) (UNIT) 

$295 $375 
• General Dentistry * Bridges • Orthodontics • Crowns • Hygiene • 

NTAL CENTERS 
2 Locations! 

Drs. Hildreth & Smith 
located at 

)-AMERICA DENTAL & 
HEARING CENTER-HIGHWAY 
1-44 • Exit 44 • 1050 W. Hayward Drive 

Mt. Vernon, MO 65712 

1-800-354-1905 

1-44 

Drs. Hildreth & Smith 
located at 

>-AMERICA DENTAL & 

LRING CENTER-LOOP 
Exit 46 • 558 E. Mt. Vernon Blvd. 

Mt. Vernon, MO 65712 

1-800-372-4554 
www. midamericadental. com 

“OUR BEST...FOR LESS...IN A DAY” 
This provider is not a specialist in orthodontics, crowns, bridges, or dentures. 

FUTURE STEEL BUILDINGS 
Do-It-Yourself Steel Buildings 

Ideal For: 

Recreational Use 
Boat Storage 
Bunkie 
Equipment Storage g 
Garage/Shop 
PWC/Snowmobile 

' 30-year perforation warranty 
1 Full technical support from start to finish 
' Fully customized to meet your needs 

k*'*' • Factory-direct savings 

Our building consultants are ready to take your call 

WIN THE BRUSH WAR WITH 

nee TCRMINATOR 
• 3 models cut 20", 12" and 5" trees in one bite 

• Hitches to fit most tractors and skid steer loaders 

• Built to last with a 24 month warranty 

• Swivel hitch, sprayer and grapple options 

For a free color brochure call or visit our website 

(417) 458-4350 • www.treeterminator.com 
 Grace Manufacturing « Plato, MO  

■vlAPBc Xfe 
"MID-AMERICA 

Pole Barn Co. 
30 x 50 x 10 Galvalume 

$7,200.00 
Price includes material, delivery, 

construction, factory trusses, screws 
Price is subject to change without notice 

Open M - F 8 to 5 

1-866-456-0959 



rnnuma 
Fulton County Fun, 

Food and Facts 
Who: Lewistown Central/Elementary School Boosters 

Cost: $10 each, plus $3 shipping 
Pages of recipes: 140 

Details: Soft'backed, spiral-bound 
Send checks to: Central/Elementary Boosters, 

401 E Ave L, Lewistown, IL 61542. 

Peanut Butter Pie (above) 
1 (8 oz.) pkg. cream cheese 
1 can Eagle brand milk 
1/4 C. milk 
1 C. powdered sugar 
1 C. peanut butter 

Tina Pasley 

1 (8 oz.) carton plus 4 oz. (optional) 
Cool Whip 

2 graham cracker pie crusts 
Chocolate, grated (optional) 

Mix cream cheese, Eagle milk, milk, powdered sugar, 8 oz. Cool Whip and peanut but¬ 
ter well. Divide mixture between pie crusts. Chill. Top with additional Cool Whip and 

garnish with grated chocolate if desired. 

Jk lir 

Creamy Salsa 
Kathy Heller 

1/4 C. nonfat sour cream 
1/4 C. salsa 
Shredded cheese (optional) 

Mix sour cream and salsa together 

well. Chill. Top with shredded 
cheese if desired. Serve with chips 
or vegetables. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 

Taffy Apple Salad 
Tracy and Torey Drumm 

1 (8 oz. or 12 oz.) carton Cool Whip 
1 (8 oz.) pkg. cream cheese, whipped 
6 Granny Smith apples 
6-8 Snicker bars, frozen 
Bite-size snicker bars (optional) 

In a large bowl combine Cool Whip and 
cream cheese until smooth. Cut unpeeled 
apples into bite-sized pieces and fold 
into Cool Whip mixture. Place frozen 
Snickers into Ziploc bag and crush with 
hammer into bite-size chunks. Fold into 

apple/Cool Whip mixture. Keep refriger¬ 
ated until ready to serve. Garnish with 
bite-size snickers if desired. 

Baked Butternut Squash 
Ruby F. Trimmer 

1 butternut squash 
4 apples 
1/2 C. butter 
1 T. flour 
1 tsp. salt 
1/2 tsp. cinnamon or mace 

Butter a 9x13-inch pan. Peel squash and 
cut into 1/2-inch rounds. Remove fiber 
and seeds. Pare and core apples and cut 
into 1/2-inch rounds. Place squash slices 
in pan. Top with apple slices. Mix butter, 
flour, salt and cinnamon together. Put 
mixture on top of apples. Cover pan with 
aluminum foil. Bake at 350° for 50-55 
minutes or until squash is tender. 

Find Ynur Favorite Recipes! 
www.icl.coop. 



Favorite Recipes: Celebrating 
150 Years af Ministry 

Who: First Baptist Church of Girard 
Cost: $12.50, plus $2.50 shipping and handling 

Details: Hardbacked, 3-ring binder 
Pages of recipes: 166 

Send checks to: First Baptist Church, 
310 W Madison, Girard, IL 62640 

or call 217-627-2633. 

Crispy Parmesan Chicken 
(above) 
Michael Mauk 

1 C. fine, dry bread crumbs 
1/2 C. Parmesan cheese, grated 
1/4 C. fresh parsley, chopped 
1 tsp. salt 
1/4 tsp. pepper 
1/2 tsp. paprika 
1 stick butter or margarine 
2 garlic cloves, chopped 
1 (3 to 3 1/2 lb.) pkg. chicken pieces 

Stir together first six ingredients and set 
aside. Place butter and garlic into shallow 
microwave safe dish, microwave on high 
for one minute or until butter melts. Dip 
chicken into garlic butter and coat evenly 
with bread crumb mixture. Arrange 
chicken on a wire rack in a large jellyroll 
pan. Bake at 375° for 50 minutes or until 
chicken is done. Serve immediately. 

Zucchini Brownies 
Barbara Kahl 

2 C. zucchini, ground 
1 1/2 C.sugar 
2 tsp. vanilla 
2 C. flour 
2 C. cocoa 
1 tsp. salt 
11/2 tsp. baking soda 
1/2 C. oil 
1 C. nuts, coarsely ground 

Mix zucchini, sugar and vanilla. Sift to¬ 

gether flour, cocoa, salt and soda; add to 
zucchini mixture. Add oil. Mix well but 

do not beat. Add nuts. Put in 9x13-inch 
pan and bake at 350° for 20 minutes or 

until done. 
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Sweet Potato Casserole 
(below) 
Barbara Kahl 

3-4 C. sweet potatoes, mashed 
2/3 C. butter, divided 
1/4 C. sugar (more to taste) 
2 eggs, beaten 
1/2 C. milk 
1/2 tsp. vanilla 
1/3 C. flour 
1 C. brown sugar 
1 C. pecans, chopped 

Cook sweet potatoes until tender. Drain, 
mash and set aside. Cream 1/3 C. butter 
and sugar together, add eggs, milk and 
vanilla. Fold mixture into sweet potatoes. 
Place into buttered 9x 13-inch pan. Mix 
1/3 C. butter, flour and brown sugar to¬ 
gether to a crumb texture. Sprinkle on 

sweet potatoes, then top with pecans. Bake 
at 350° for 35-40 minutes. 

In a large bowl, combine potatoes and 
blue cheese. Toss gently. In a small bowl, 
combine mayonnaise, sour cream, parsley, 

salt, vinegar and mustard. Blend well. 
Add to potato mixture. Mix well. Cover 
and refrigerate one hour to blend the fla¬ 
vors. Stir in radishes just before serving. 

Photos by Catrina McCulley Wagner 

Blue Cheese Potato Salad 
Laura Mauk 

5 C. small red potatoes, quartered 
and cooked 

4 oz. crumbled blue cheese 
3/4 C. mayonnaise 
111 C. sour cream 
2 T. fresh parsley, chopped 
1/4 tsp. salt, if desired 
1 T. cider vinegar 
1 T. Dijon mustard 
3/4 C. radishes, sliced 



When preparing your garden for 
winter, practicing soccer with 

your son before his big game, raking 
mountains and mountains of leaves, 
or taking a last hike before the bit' 
terly cold weather hits, you are using 
one of our most important, and often 
neglected, natural resources—our 
soil. Have you ever wondered about 
that “dirt” you’re standing on? Prob¬ 
ably not. But did you know that the 
type of soil, its grade and other factors 
can affect what you grow or build on 
that spot? 

If you’re looking at buying or 
building a new home, information 
about your soil can be invaluable. 
After all, people say a home is their 
castle, but they don’t want that castle 
surrounded by a moat, with a flooded 
basement, septic tank problems or a 
cracked foundation. 

A soil survey can give potential 
homebuyers and builders a heads up 
on what kind of problems the soil can 
cause. Will the basement be harder 
and more costly to dig? Does the soil 
have a high water table that will 
cause the basement to flood? Will 
storm runoff drain into the basement 

or away from the lot? Is the soil stable 
or could it cause the foundation to 
crack? Will erosion be severe? Will a 
septic system work well? Will plants 
and trees thrive? Will the soil remain 
wet long after a rain? Is the soil acid¬ 
ic, causing corrosion of concrete? 

Homebuyers looking for a 
few acres for horses could also 
learn the benefits of manage¬ 
ment practices and the soil’s 
ability to support certain pasture 
grasses or hay. Does your dream 
home include a pond? You can 
learn if the soil will support your man 
made fishing hole well, or if it will be 
a constant struggle to maintain it. 

Farmers and city planners can 
use soil surveys as well. A farmer 
seeking new land could compare 
properties to learn which is best 
suited for his crop, and if the land is 
prone to flooding, if it responds well 
to fertilizers or lime treatments, and 
other details that will tell the farmer 
how economical it would be to farm 
that land. A city planner could in¬ 
vestigate a piece of land’s suitability 
for a water treatment plant, a land¬ 
fill, a subdivision or a new road. ■ 
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• Web Soil Survey 

It's time to get your hands dirty, 
and start taking dirt seriously. 
We take it for granted, but 
dirt really is our most valuable 
natural resource. You can find 
out more about the dirt you oum 
by going to http:l/websoilsurvey. 

nrcs. usda .gov/app/. 

Sc hew <\c ujCu find cut 
wfi&t lies bene&tfo ufCur feet? 
/ Visit http://websoilsurvey.nrcs. 

usda.gov/app/ to view the United 
State Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) National Cooperative Soil 
Survey. 

2 Define your Area of Interest 
(AOI) by address, county, township 
and range, or other measure. You 
can select an area in any part of the 
country, from large sections of farm¬ 
land to the backyard of a small-town 
home. 

View the soil map, if available, for 
that area. (Not all areas of the coun¬ 
try have been surveyed yet.) Learn 
the name(s) of the soil and the land’s 
grade. 

Learn about the soils in that area 
based on how you use the land. You 
can define your interest so you only 
learn what you need to know. 

Because the site can be so per¬ 
sonalized to a specific area and usage, 
it may seem a little tricky to navigate 
at first, but help buttons are located 
throughout that can really help you 
find the information you need. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 

What Is Beneath Your Feet? 
USDA web soil survey tells all about your soil 



MARKETPLACE 

Insulation — 4x8 sheets, foil-backed 
foam — also rolls of foil-bubble- 
pak insulation. All factory seconds. 
Contact Ken Nichols at 800-424- 
1256. 

Authorized rainbow distributor. 
Repairs, supplies and service. Living 
air purifiers. L & L Distributing, 
116 S. Van Buren St., Newton, IL 
62448.618-783-3755. 

Filter queen/defender sales, service 
and supplies. For free information, 

Midwest Bird and Animal Swap & 
Sale. Nov. 26 at Monroe County 
Fairgrounds, Waterloo, IL from 5:30 
to Noon. 618- 939-6809. 

Wanted to buy: Sassafras leaves, 
dandelions, mullein leaves, plantain, 
goldenseal, ginseng, bloodroot, other 
roots, barks, leaves, herbs. Price list. 
618-282-3267. 

Wanted: Indian Artifacts of all kinds. 
Free appraisals. 309-543-3847 
evenings or leave message. 

4' White Pine trees, delivers, planted, 
mulched. $54-50 per tree. Buy 10 
get 1 free. Call for other sizes and 
varieties available. Fall sale on 
red sunset maples. Price may vary 
according to geographic location. 
Call 217-886-2316. Leave message if 
not at home. 

Rapidly Growing International 
Nutraceutical company looking for 
individuals to be part of the next 
trillion $ industry. Product and 
business guarantee. 888-251-1538 

call 800-753-5401, 618-948-2874, 
write She-N-I, Inc., RR 1, Allendale, 
IL 62410. 

Vacation Cabins-Ohio river, Shawnee 
National Forest, Elizabethtown, 
IL. Cedar Hill River Cabins, Ohio 
River National Scenic Byway, 
www.cedarhillriverresort.com. 
888-304-6319. 

EriO Sales has moved 4 miles west 
of Chatham. 9525 McMillan Rd., 
Loami. Food serve equipment, pottery 
wheels and kilns. 217-971-8846, 971- 
8592, 483-3223. 

Wanted to buy: Standing timber. All 
species. Pay top price. Clear or select 
cut. Call 815-434'414L 

Argo direct amphibious vehicles. 6 
and 8 wheel true all terrain vehicles. 
618-588-4444. www.ARGODIRECT 
6X6.com. Cause your ATV don’t float 
and your boat ain’t got wheels! 

Wanted to buy: Standing timber, most 
species. Pay top prices. Call 217-285- 
2760. 

Illinois Consulting Foresters, Inc. 
Timber Sales-Forest Management. 
We work for the landowner. 
www.illinoisconsultingforesters.org. 

Ph.618-526-4251. 

Gulf shores beach condo for rent. 
2br/2ba/wd/pool/elev. 636-477-1099. 
www.ourgulfbeachcondo.com. 

Fiberglass, corrugated, 26-inch wide. 
8-10-12 long. 8ft.-$4- 12 ft.-$6. Large 
supply. Dongola, IL. 618-827-4737. 

Starved Rock Lodge. All season 
resort in the State Park. Indoor 
pool, internet specials and events. 
www.starvedrocklodge.com 800-868- 

7625. Winter Packages and Eagles all 
winter long! 

Grass Fed Beef: No grain, just grass 
- all natural. Order Halves and 
Quarters now to avoid long waiting 
lists. Call 618-586-2488 or email 
beef@flying-s.com 

Visit scenic Hardin County Illinois’ 
First and Final Frontier. Borders Ohio 
River in Southern Illinois’ Shawnee 
Forest www.hardincountyil.org 
618-287-4333 

Bay City General Store and Riverfront 
Lodging on the Ohio River. New 
rooms, AC, Dish. Plus antiques and 
MORE, www.baycitystoreandlodging 
ohioriver.com 

For Sale: Christmas Tree Bailer, 
shaker and wreath maker. 618-557- 
3306 or 618-553-6033 

Important Notice! Blowout Clearance 
Sale with name brand kidswear! 
Save 50-70% off retail! Exclusive 
time limited offer! Log on www. 
magickidsusa.com or call 888-225- 

9411 for free catalog. Mention 
discount code MK26244"01 for Huge 
Savings! 

Fishing for a lake house? www.illinois 
lakehouses.com identifies almost 
100 lakes with properties for sale. 
Find info and exclusive realtors. For 
assistance call LakeHouse Jerry at 

Wanted to buy: Standing walnut 
timber. Also buying quality Oak, etc. 
McKinnon Timber. 217-437-5009 or 
217-242-5401 

630-533-7600 or 217-386-4220. 

For Sale: Cashmere goats. All 
breeding stock to be sold. Call 
618-275-4336. 

Wanted to buy: 1930-1972 Pontiac 
cars or parts. Allen Ehlers, 165 Julien 
Dubuque Dr, Dubuque, IA 52003. 

WHITETAIL DEER HOW T0...DVD video 

of field dressing, care of meat, head 
and hide mounting, and processing 
the meat. $19.95 plus $4-25 shipping 
and handling to: Pierson MEat 
Processing, 994 South Mudline Road, 
Murphysboro, IL 62966. Phone: 
618-684'2014. E-mail: admin® 
piersonmeatprocessing.com 

For sale: Cherry Lumber. 1" THICK, 
600’ board feet $490. For all. 
618-842-9588. 

^Building Solutions’ 
.. .with integrity! 
* Professional service, t/ualify products 

Supplying a variety 

of quality buildings 

designed to meet 

Your needs. Call today for 

a FREE brochure 

and estimate! 

tV tngim 
ft Fully insured for your protection 

1-800-582-BARN (2276) 
rfcationalbarn.com 

' Tog On! For Pricing, Photos, Brochure, FAQ... 
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Business For Sale: Retiring after 30 
years in welding, ornamental iron 
field. Complete turn-key, equipment 
and supplies. 618-406-2079 

Miniature Mediterranean donkeys. 
Pet, show and breeding quality. 
Gray duns, chocolates, spotteds and 
blacks. Visitors welcome. Canton, 
IL. 309-647-7162. www.copperas 
creek.com. 

Llamas. Show, breeding and pet 
quality females, males and weanlings. 
All colors and sizes. Gentle 
personalities. Vistors welcome. 
618-351-1337 

How to place an ad: 

1) Type or print ad neatly. 

2) Count words. Cost is $30 for up to the first 20 words. $1.50 each additional 
word. Ads with insufficient funds will not be printed. 

3) Prepayment is required. Include check or money order with ad for amount due. 
Also include address label from Illinois Country Living or other proof of Illinois 
electric cooperative membership. Only members of Illinois electric cooperatives 
may place Marketplace ads. 

4) Mail to: Illinois Marketplace, P.O. Box 3787. Springfield, IL 62708, by 
deadline. 

Deadlines: January issue - November 20; 
February issue - December 20. 

We reserve the right to reject any advertisement. Ads postmarked after the deadline will be placed in the 
next available issue. Non-members wishing to advertise should contact Denise Guttery at 800-593-2432 for 
information about display advertising. 

Have you accidentally lost a copy of 
Illinois Country Living magazine 

that you meant to save? 
Well, we have good news! Now you can find all 

your favorite articles and recipes, both past and 
current, on our Web site, www.icl.coop. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 



Store 
The store has been restored 
to offer something unique for 
residents and tourists What could Bay City, a town 

of eight full-time residents 
and six weekend residents, 

offer nearby residents and tourists? 
A piece of history. Don and Donna 
Norton treat visitors to their Bay City 
General Store a trip back in time, a 
simpler time when a general store was 
the center of a bustling community. 

Originally built in 1915, the 
store provided grocery, clothing and 
other goods to residents and river 
traffic until 1975. It then closed until 
this year when the Nortons restored 
it to much of its original state. They 
also converted the upstairs into lodg¬ 
ing. It now offers a variety of antiques 
and other items for sale, and provides 
a source of local history. 

You’ve probably seen the store 
and just didn’t know it. It was fea¬ 
tured in the 1998 film U.S. Marshals. 
The store was disguised as Roy Willy’s 
World Famous Bar-B-Que country 
restaurant, shown at the beginning of 
the film during the airplane crash and 
rescue segment. 

Bay City was platted in 1859. 
Because of its riverside location, it 
became a trading center and was busy 
year-‘round. Riverboats would stop for 
people and goods to go up or down 
river and show boats brought enter¬ 
tainment to all, signaling their arrival 
with their calliopes. After WWII, 
the town began to diminish as people 
sought work elsewhere. In the 1970s, 

cars made travel easier and fewer local 
merchants were needed in the small 
town. 

In the early days, the town 
consisted of five general stores, a 
blacksmith shop and seven saloons. 
The Bay City General Store was 
built in 1915 by Nathaniel Golightly. 
Clarence (CR) and Tressie Weeks 
purchased it in 1920. The Ohio boat 
would get orders from storekeepers 
on its way to Paducah in the morn¬ 
ing, and bring the supplies back on its 
return trip that evening. If CR didn’t 
have what a customer wanted, he 
would always tell them he could have 
it by Thursday. 

People would come in for a cold 
soda and a moon pie, or to stock up 
on canned goods, to buy a tool or a 
pair of overalls, or to pick up some 
dress materials. 

The store was also a site of infor¬ 
mal and formal social gatherings and 
religious activities and baptisms. CR 
had one electric outlet, used to power 
the radio to bring in Cardinal baseball 

Photos by Bryce Cramer 

games. He kept the store open until 
1975. 

rs6l4(f 

The Nortons have restored the 
store to much of its 1915 appear¬ 
ance, including the original wooden 
shelving, cash register, counters, ice¬ 
box, ice-powered soda cooler, coffee 
grinder and pot-bellied stove! Step¬ 
ping inside the front door is a time¬ 
travelling experience. Visitors marvel 
at ledger books from the 1905-1925 
era, listing what people bought and 
how much they paid. And many visi¬ 
tors remember the old store and share 
their stories of the way things were. 

Like the olden days, you can 
purchase a cold soda from the ice- 
powered cooler and buy a moon pie or 
some candy buttons, roasted peanuts 
and malted milk balls. The store still 
uses the old cooler, though the own¬ 
ers worked with SouthEastern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative to update its 
electrical system. 
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The store now sells antique and 

vintage furniture, toys, children’s 

books, jewelry, lamps, quilts and much 

more (see a more detailed list on the 

store’s Web site, listed below). The 

store also sells modem items like fresh 

ground coffee, soy candles, lotions, 

gifts and baking mixes. The Nortons 

warn that the contents of the store 

change weekly as items are sold and 

new ones added that are acquired at 

auctions around the state. 

The store also now includes lodg¬ 

ing above it. Three bedrooms and a 

shared bath mimic the comforts of 

home with a beautiful view of the 

Ohio River from a balcony. A Patio 

room can also be rented out for meet¬ 

ings, shows, family gatherings and 

other events. 

The Nortons also own the Bay 

City Cabin, located just 60 feet north 

of the store. It has been rented out for 

about four years and can sleep up to 

eight people. The cabin was originally 

built in 1952 and is ideal for fisher¬ 

man or hunters. 

This information was taken priman 

ily from the Bay City General Store and 

Lodging’s Web site. See the store’s Web 

site address and other contact informa' 

tion at right. 

Bay City General Store & Lodging 
In Bay City, located 12 miles south of 
Golconda in Southern Illinois, along the 

Ohio River National Scenic Byway. 

Fridays and Saturdays 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

Sundays 1 p.m. - 5 p.m. 

Call Don and Donna Norton 
at 618-683-4305, 
e-mail dnorton@shawneelink.net 

or visit 

www.baycitystoreandlodgingohioriver.com. 
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DATEBOOK 

3-4, All About A Ghost Tour 
in Galena. Walking tour with authentic 
stories of Galena’s ghostly past and pres¬ 
ent. Tour is $9. 815-777-9252. 

3-4 and 10-1 1 , The 
Haunted Dead Walk at 141 S. La¬ 
fayette St., Macomb. 7 p.m. 2-1/2-hour 
walking tour of areas actually believed 
to be haunted. No reservations required. 
Will occur regardless of weather condi¬ 
tions. For more information visit www. 
hauntedmacomb.com. 

3, Craft Fair And Flea Market 
at Harvel Community Center. 4-8 p.m. 
Sponsored by the Women’s Club of 
Harvel. 

4, Illinois Valley Blacksmith 
Association Hammer-in at the His¬ 
torical Society Museum grounds in Carl- 
inville. Hours are 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Includes 
lessons for beginners. 217-854-3431. 

4, Fall And Holiday Craft Fair 
in Jacksonville at the American Legion 
at 903 W. Superior. 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Free 
admission. 217-245-8361. 

1 1-12, Applepalooza at Rendleman Orchards on Hwy. 127 in Alto Pass. 
Enjoy apples, apple products and all your fall favorites. 618-893-2771. 

4, The Illinois Symphony 
Guild “Fancy Fiddles” Project. 
Six Springfield area artists from Prairie 
Art Alliance are each decorating a vi¬ 
olin that will be raffled off to support 
the Illinois Symphony Orchestra in 
Springfield. Raffle tickets are two for 
$10 or five for $20. For raffle tickets 
call Evelyn Farris at 217-546-3675 or 
the Symphony office at 217-522-2838. 

4, Taste Of Chocolate at the 
Cartwright Community Center at 205 
W. Church St., Pleasant Plains. 4-8 p.m. 
Chocolate desserts and more from area 
caterers and restaurants. Eat in or take 
out. For advance tickets call 217-616- 
1087. 

4, Christmas Ideas Day And 
Health Fair at the Civic Center on 
Hudelson Street in Benton, sponsored 
by the Franklin Co. Homemakers Educa¬ 
tion Association. Admission is free, but 
an item to be donated to the food pantry 
or Veteran’s Hospital would be appreci¬ 
ated. 8 a.m.-3 p.m. 618-629-2190. 

4-5, The 29th Heritage Fes¬ 
tival at Southeastern Illinois College 
in Harrisburg. Free admission. Enjoy 
arts, crafts, food and live entertainment. 
Open 9 a.m.-4 p.m. on Saturday and 
10 a.m.-4 p.m. on Sunday. Call 618-252- 
5400, ext. 3213 or 2600 for booth or 
event information. 

4-5, Winter Rendezvous at 
the De Chartres Historic Site, 1340 
State Route 155 in Prairie De Rocher. 
Hours are 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 618-284-7230. 
www.ftdechartres.com. 

5, Giant Flea Market At Expo 
Hall at the Du Quoin State Fairgrounds. 
8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Admission $1. 217- 
529-6939. 

1 1,41st Annual Altrusa 
Bazaar at the Macomb Junior/Senior 
High School. Hours are 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Exhibitor applications are available 
from Dottie Butler at 309-836-7922. 

11, Wonders Of Winter Walk 
at Giant City State Park. 1-2:30 p.m. 
618-457-4836. 

11, Merchant’s Christmas 
Open House in downtown Golconda. 
618-683-5182. 

11, Levee Footrace at Mississippi 
River Levee in Cairo. Entry fee, awards 
to winners. 618-734-4400. 

1 1-12, Living History 
Weekend at Fort Massac State Park 
in Metropolis. Massiac Marines re-enact 
18th Century life at the fort. Free. 
618-524-9321. 
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DATEBOOK 

1 7- 18, 8th Annual Festival Of Trees at Sarah Bush Lincoln Health 
Center, Mattoon. 217'258'2511 or 217'348'2511. 

1 6- 18, Deer Festival in 
Golconda. Parade on Saturday 1:00 p.m. 
Deer Queen coronation Friday night. 
Vendors and food. 618'683-6246 or 9702. 

1 7- 1 /07, Victorian Splen¬ 
dor Light Festival in Forest Park, 
Shelbyville. Will remain lighted from 
dusk to 9 p.m. Monday through Thurs¬ 
day, and until 10 p.m. on Fridays 
and Saturdays. A small donation is 
requested. 

1 8- 18, Little Station Co. 
Christmas Thyme Show at the 
Darrell/Fran Pfeiffer Farm in Forest City. 
Reservations at the Herbal Tearoom are 
welcome. Located 15 miles east of 
Havana, on Rt. 136. Watch for signs. 
Saturday 9 a.m.-7 p.m. and Sunday 
9 a.m.-4 p.m. 309-597-2386. 

18, North Pole Express With 
Theater at Starved Rock Lodge in 
Utica. Lots of activities for kids, in¬ 
cluding trolley transportation to the 
Cabernet Theater for a Christmas pre¬ 
sentation. Hours are 12:45-4:45 p.m. 
$37 per child and $22 for adults. Limited 
availability. Call 800-868-7625, ext. 
386 for reservations. 

18, Collver Family Winery 
Wine And Cheese Festival in 
Barry. 217-335-3279. 

13, Victorian Lighted 
Parade And Light-up at the Park 
in Shelbyville. Parade will start at 4:30 
p.m., kicking off the Victorian Splendor 
Light Festival in Shelbyville. 

21, Fantasy Of Lights Parade 
in West Frankfurt. Sponsored by 
C.A.R.E. Association. 

24, Murder Mystery Dinner 
It’s a Wonderful Death at Cache 
River Basin Vineyard and Winery, 315 
Foreman Lane, Belknap. 7 p.m. For 
more information call 618-658-2274. 

24-26, Holiday Open House 
at Shawnee Winery in Vienna. Friday 
and Saturday 10 a.m.-6 p.m. and Sunday 
Noon-6 p.m. Call 618-658-8400 or visit 
www.shawneewinery.com for more infor¬ 
mation. 

24-26, Open House at Von 
Jakob Vineyard (both locations) Hwy. 
127, Alto Pass and Pomona. Music and 
food. 618-893-4500. 

24-26, Holiday Open House 
at the Southern Illinois Artisans Shop 
and Visitors Center at Rend Lake. 
618-629-2220. 

24 - 1 2/3 1 , Holiday 
Lights Fair at the Du Quoin State 
Fairgrounds. See how Du Quoin Tourism 
transforms the fairgrounds into a magical 
place with lights and decorations. 5:30 
-9:30 p.m., $5 per car. 800-455-9570. 

>, Collver Family Winery 
Murder Mystery Dinner Theater 
in Barry. 217-335-3279. 

>, Tea And Tarts With The 
General’s Lady at 1 p.m. at the 
DeSoto House Hotel at 230 S. Main St., 
Galena. Dramatic interpretation of Mrs. 
Ulysses S. Grant and refreshments. Res¬ 
ervations required. Admission is $18.55. 
800-343-6562. 

>, North Pole Express at 
Starved Rock Lodge in Utica. 12:45-3 
p.m. Lots of activities for kids. $25 per 
child and $10 per adult. Limited avail¬ 
ability. Call 800-868-7625, ext. 386 for 
reservations. 

>, Benton Civic Center 
Arts And Crafts Fair. Features local 
artists and crafters. 618-435-5700. 

>, Christmas Trees At 
Dr. Charles M. Wright House, 
North Main and West Jackson, Al- 
tamont. Built in 1889, the 18-room 
brick house contains furnishings belong¬ 
ing to three generations of the Charles 
Wright family. Open 1-5 p.m. Admis¬ 
sion is $5 for adults and $1 for children. 
618-483-6397. www.wrightmansion.org. 

’, Christmas Craft Fair 
at the Southern Illinois Center at the Du 
Quoin State Fairgrounds. 618-542-1515. 

30, Carthage Christmas Open 
House in Carthage. 4-9 p.m. 217-357- 
3800. 

Visit our Web site, 
www. icl -coop 

Illinois Country Living publishes event listings as space allows, giving preference to events of regional or statewide interest. Event 
listings are provided by the event sponsors and the Illinois Bureau of Tourism. The magazine assumes no responsibility for the ac¬ 
curacy of information submitted for publication and advises calling ahead to confirm dates and times. To be considered for inclusion, 
e-mail cwagner@aiec.coop or send listings and photographs (If sending photographs please include self-addressed stamped envelope) 
to Illinois Datebook, Illinois Country Living, PO Box 3787, Springfield, IL 62708-3787. The January deadline is November 15. 
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High Heating Costs Getting You Down? 
Let ClimateMaster Geothermal Heating and 

Cooling Systems Cure Your Pain 

Check out 
these advantages 

BT Uses nature’s renewable energy 

in' Save up to 70% on heating costs 

at Comfortable and quiet 

at Clean and safe - no carbon monoxide 

at Free hot water 

at Tax credits in 2006 

Contact your local dealer for more information 
Anna 
Hartline Heating 

& Cooling 
618-833-6802 

Auburn 
Lonnie L. Winn Heating 

& Cooling 
217-438-1235 

Belleville 
Sigman Heating 

& Air Conditioning, Inc. 
618-234-4343 

Benson 
CIA 
309-394-2444 

Bloomington 
CIA 
309-662-2222 

SBC Heating 
& Air Conditioning Inc. 

309-661-4328 

Carbondale 
Jacobs Mechanical 

Services Inc. 
618-529-2989 

CUMATCMASTCR 
Quality Geothermal Heating, Cooling and Hot 

Champaign 
Lanz Heating & Cooling 
217-202-6858 

Cissna Park 
L & R Heating 

& Cooling Inc. 
815-867-6902 

Decatur 
Tica Inc. Htg. & Clg. 
217-429-5741 

Effingham 
Merz Heating & A/C 
217-342-2323 

Fairbury 
Popejoy Pig. & Htg. Inc. 
815-692-4471 

Galva 
Anderson Plumbing 

& Heating 
309-932-2875 

Marvel 
Lebeck Refrigeration 
217-229-4295 

Hume 
Snyder Plumbing, 

Heating, Air 
Conditioning 
& Electrical 

217-887-9068 

Ipava 
Woods Accu-Air Inc. 
309-833-1987 

Marion 
Ponder Service, Inc. 
618-997-8900 

Morton 
H & H Mechanical 
309-284-0099 

Newark 
Newark Mechanical Inc. 
815-695-1467 

Normal 
Frost Cooling 
309-862-2571 

Pekin 
Central - Heating & A/C 
309-696-9080 

Taylorville 
Yard Htg. & Clg. 
217-824-4737 

Urbana 
Quality Plumbing, 

Heating & Air 
Conditioning 

217-328-5081 

Vandalia 
Hunter Appliance 

Heating & Cooling 
618-283-3224 

Waterloo 
Sigman Heating 

& Air Conditioning, Inc. 
618-234-4343 

Water www.climatemaster.com 



Geothermal systems provide us with a 
bountiful harvest of heating and cooling 
energy any day of the year. Propane 
and natural gas prices are on a dramatic 
increase and a GeoComfort geothermal 
system can provide you with a 
permanent “locked-in” low energy 
cost. It’s like owning your own power 
plant. 

DEALERS: 
Advantage Comfort Systems 

Paxton, IL, 217-379-6305 

Bratcher Heating & Air Conditioning, Inc. 
Bloomington/Normal, IL, 309-454-1611 

Brennan Heating & Cooling 
Jacksonville, IL, 217-245-7181 

Bryan’s Heating & A/C 
Murphysboro, IL, 618-684-6002 
C & K Heating & Cooling 

Lebanon, IL 618-537-9528 

Climate Company, Inc. 
Breese, IL, 618-526-2135 

Davis Electric 
Rushville, IL, 217-322-6677 

Ernst Heating & Cooling 
Hamel, IL, 618-633-2244 

Fowler Heating & Cooling 
Marion, IL, 618-997-5288 

Henson Robinson Company 
Springfield, IL, 217-544-8451 

Jesse Heating and Air Conditioning 
Decatur, IL, 217-422-1744 

Champaign, IL, 217-352-8511 

Johnson Heating & A/C 
Kewanee, IL 309-852-2610 

Long Heating & Cooling 
Macomb, IL, 309-837-4303 

Markley Heating & Cooling 
Bushnell, IL, 309-772-2631 

Neuhaus Heating & A/C 
Litchfield, IL, 217-324-2818 

R. Bedal Heating & Cooling 
Plano, IL, 630-552-1609 

R & H Plumbing & Heating, Inc. 
Altamont, IL, 618-483-6159 

Rightnowar HVAC 
Keenes, IL 618-732-8268 

Scranton Refrigeration 
Mt. Sterling, IL, 217-773-2626 

South Side Hardware 
Greenfield, IL, 217-368-2705 

Steffen Heating & A/C, Inc. 
Effingham, IL, 217-342-2062 

Stevens Heating & Air Conditioning 
Quincy, IL, 217-222-5220 

Tarter Bros. Mechanical 
Lincoln, IL, 217-735-4117 

Weeke Sales & Service 
Okawville, IL, 618-243-5333 

Weidner Refrigeration, Inc. 
Divernon, IL, 217-628-3400 

Installing a geothermal heating and 
cooling system can save over 70% on 
monthly utility bills that use propane 
or natural gas. 

Designed to transfer the Earth’s free 
energy from the ground to your home, 
geothermal systems by GeoComfort will 
reduce your heating and cooling costs 
while improving your home comfort. 
GeoComfort heating and cooling 
systems use leading technology to 
produce top efficiencies in the HVAC 
industry. 

GeoComfort’s network of knowledgeable 
dealers can help you save up to 70% on 
your heating and cooling bills. We 
would be glad to help you with all your 
geothermal questions and needs. 

Geothermal Heating, Cooling, and Hot 
Water Comfort Systems 

WE REAP MORE THAN 
JUST CORN & SOYBEANS 

FROM THE GROUNDI 

www.geocomfort.com Geothermal information available at 


