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Contact your local dealer for more information 
Anna 
Hartline Heating 

& Cooling 
618-833-6802 

Auburn 
Lonnie L. Winn Heating 

& Cooling 
217-438-1235 

Belleville 
Sigman Heating 

& Air Conditioning, Inc. 
618-234-4343 

Benson 
CIA 
309-394-2444 

Bloomington 
CIA 
309-662-2222 

SBC Heating 
& Air Conditioning Inc. 

309-661-4328 

Carbondale 
Jacobs Mechanical 

Services Inc. 
618-529-2989 

Champaign 
Lanz Heating & Cooling 
217-202-6858 

Cissna Park 
L & R Heating 

& Cooling Inc. 
815-867-6902 

Decatur 
Tica Inc. Htg. & Clg. 
217-429-5741 

Effingham 
Merz Heating & A/C 
217-342-2323 

Fairbury 
Popeioy Pig. & Htg. Inc. 
815-692-4471 

Galva 
Anderson Plumbing 

& Heating 
309-932-2875 

Marvel 
Lebeck Refrigeration 
217-229-4295 

Hume 
Snyder Plumbing, 

Heating, Air 
Conditioning 
& Electrical 

217-887-9068 

Ipava 
Woods Accu-Air Inc. 
309-833-1987 

Marion 
Ponder Service, Inc. 
618-997-8900 

Morton 
H & H Mechanical 
309-284-0099 

Newark 
Newark Mechanical Inc. 
815-695-1467 

Normal 
Frost Cooling 
309-862-2571 

Pekin 
Central - Heating & A/C 
309-696-9080 

Taylorville 
Yard Htg. & Clg. 
217-824-4737 

Urbana 
Quality Plumbing, 

Heating & Air 
Conditioning 

217-328-5081 

Vandalia 
Hunter Appliance 

Heating & Cooling 
618-283-3224 

Waterloo 
Sigman Heating 

& Air Conditioning, Inc. 
618-234-4343 

Quality Geothermal Heating, Cooling and Hot Water WWW.climatemaster.com 

High Heating Costs Getting You Down? 
Let ClimateMaster Geothermal Heating and 

Cooling Systems Cure Your Pain 

Check out 
these advantages 

EK Uses nature’s renewable energy 

or Save up to 70% on heating costs 

o' Comfortable and quiet 

OB' Clean and safe - no carbon monoxide 

in' Free hot water 

Wf Tax credits in 2006 



ENERGY FIELDS 
Electric co-ops are helping power 
a growing number of ethanol and 
biodiesel plants. Renewable energy 
production in rural Illinois will expand 
jobs, improve farm income and reduce 
our dependence on foreign oil. 
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"Dnce a farm starts to 
attract aut-aMowners, an 
economic tourism wheel 

begins to spin." 

Those of us who have lived on a farm know that 
most city folks have some pretty funny ideas of 

what “country living” is all about. They’re right, we 
might not have an hour long commute to work— 
but from the seat of the tractor about 14 hours into 
a 16-hour day, that 60 minutes on a smooth paved 
highway sounds pretty good! 

I’ve enjoyed living in both worlds. I was 
raised on the farm, part of the sixth generation 
of Eckerts to live and work at Eckert’s Country 
Store and Farms in Belleville, Illinois. I went off 
to college, worked for a couple of big corporations 
in marketing, and then came back to work on the 
farm as vice president of marketing. Eckert’s grew 
to see more than 500,000 visitors. Today, I have 
one foot firmly planted in the rich soils of North 
America’s farmlands, and the other foot—well, I 
use that foot to “nudge” my farm friends and a lot 
of tourism professionals into a new industry called 
“agritourism.” 

I left the family farm in 2001 because of agri¬ 
tourism. I saw this new industry, which brings the 
city folks to the farm, as a way that the urban world 
can reattach to their rural roots, revisit where food 
comes from, and react to how much work and hope 
it takes to feed a community. I also saw agritourism 
as an industry that can refresh and reinvigorate the 
economic destiny and determination of the family 
farm. 

From our farm, I saw 
the potential agritourism 
offered, allowing the family 
farm to continue farming 
by realizing more income 
and more jobs for the rural 
community. That’s why 
I started my company, 
Eckert AgriMarketing, to 
teach other farms how this 
“agritourism thing” works. 

Agritourism begins when you invite the public 
onto your farm or ranch. Whether you sell what 
you grow, offer a room for overnight guests or 
hunters, or provide recreational opportunities like 
pumpkin patches or a corn maze, you are providing 
tourists with an agricultural or rural experience. 

Once a farm starts to attract out-of-towners, 
an economic tourism wheel begins to spin. The 
farmer can sell his produce at what it costs him to 

grow, instead of commodity prices. The customer 
gets fresher produce than what she can get at most 
places in town, so she’ll be back, and she’ll tell her 
friends. 

But the kicker is, she gets to visit a real farm 
and she’ll bring the whole family! 

One remarkable thing that agritourism 
teaches us is that with or without the fruits and 
vegetables, these folks want to come see a working 
farm! Everything in the country that we take for 
granted is a totally new experience for them. The 
sights, the sounds and even the smells are special 
treats. They want to hear the wind dance through 
the dried com stalks. They want to wander out 
in a field to discover that perfect sweet, red, juicy 
strawberry. The kids want to scuff their feet in the 
bam dust, climb on a haywagon, ride out into the 
orchard and scout through the vines for an hour to 
find the perfect pumpkin. 

So what happens in our rural communities? 
Folks coming through town need to buy gas. On 
the way out, they’ll stop at the restaurant. While 
they’re out of the car, they’ll browse into a few 
stores and pick up a few things they hadn’t dis¬ 
covered in their race through the big box store in 
the suburbs. The town will soon need a few more 
people working in marketing. And banking. And 
building home additions for families with a little 
more income. 

With thousands of tourists paying for the 
privilege of being on the farm, communities, 
farms, ranches and wineries are all starting to work 
together to market this rural experience. It’s a 
whole new idea for city folks. 

For more information, visit Illinois Agriculture 
& Tourism Partners at www.agritourismillinois.org 
or visit my Web sites www.farmstop.com or 
www.eckertagrimarketing.com ■ 

Jane Eckert, CEO of Eckert AgriMarketing, 
is a marketing professional with a life¬ 
time of farm experience, Jane dedicates 
herself to helping farms, ranches and 
tourism professionals learn more about 
agritourism, and how to make it profitable. 
She is the former Vice President of 
Marketing of Eckert’s Country Store and 
Farms in Belleville, one of the most suc¬ 
cessful retail and entertainment farms in America. 

The opinions and views of guest commentators are their own and may 
not represent those of the Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives 
or the electric co-ops of Illinois. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 
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More Than Just Electric Cooperatives Celebrate 
Cooperative Month OCTOBER 

IS 
CO-OP 
MONTH 

October is Cooperative Month, 
when cooperatives celebrate their 

unique way of doing business. You 
might be surprised by what familiar 
businesses use the co-op business 
model and how co-ops affect the 
country’s economy. Read these 
interesting facts about member- 
owned, democratically-run, not for 
profit cooperatives: 

# U.S. co-ops serve more than 130 million 
members, or six in 10 adult Americans. They 
generate revenue in excess of $230 billion a year, 
employ more than half a million Americans 
and have total payrolls of more than $15 billion 
annually. 

• Cooperatives operate in every industry including 
agriculture, childcare, energy, financial services, 
food retailing and distribution, health care, 
insurance, housing, purchasing and shared 
services, telecommunications and others. 

• Cooperatives range in size from large enterprises, 
including U.S. Fortune 500 companies, to small 
storefronts. 

• About 30 percent of farmers' products in the 
U.S. are marketed through 3,100 farmer-owned 
cooperatives. 

• More than 30 cooperatives have annual 
revenues in excess of $1 billion, including such 

P C 
ONT H 

well-known names as Land O' Lakes, Inc. and 
ACE Hardware. The top 100 co-ops have a com¬ 
bined $131 billion in revenues. 

• 9,000 U.S. credit unions have more than 86 
million members and assets approaching $700 
billion. 

• More than 900 rural electric cooperatives own 
and maintain nearly half of the electric dis¬ 
tribution lines in the United States, cover 75 
percent of the land mass and provide electricity 
to 37 million people. 

• 270 telephone co-ops provide service to 2 mil¬ 
lion households. 

• 7,500 housing cooperatives provide homes for 
1.2 million households. 

• 300 purchasing cooperatives offer group buying 
and shared services to more than 50,000 
independent businesses. 

For more information about cooperatives visit 
www.co-opmonth.coop. ■ 

Are You Protected From A Financial Disaster? We all hope it never does, 
but if disaster should strike, 

money is the last thing you’ll 
want to worry about. You can 
make it easier on yourself, and 
your loved ones, if your finances 
are in order. Here are a few sug¬ 
gestions to help “disaster-proof’ 
your finances. 
1. Create a monthly spending 

plan. If you spend more 
money than you take in each 
month, you probably won’t 
need to wait for Mother 
Nature to create a disaster, 
you’re creating your own. 

2. Create a budget, and stick to 
it. Make sure you set aside 

some money for personal 
spending for those impulse 
buys. 

3. Use online banking. You 
can access your account and 
pay bills from any PC that 
has an Internet connection. 
Location no longer matters. 

4. Set aside the equivalent of 
three to six months’ living 
expenses in an emergency 
fund. 

5. If setting aside this much 
money seems unattainable, 
start small. 

6. Your emergency fund needs 
to be easily accessible. That 
means in a savings or Money 

Market account, not tied up 
in real estate investments or 
stocks. If you do draw from 
the account, make repaying it 
a top priority. 

7. Give to those less fortunate. 
If you are unable to give any 
money, donate some of your 
time. 

8. Create a trust and/or a will. 
To save money, you can pur¬ 
chase software to help walk 
you through creating a valid 
trust document; then simply 
have a lawyer review it. 

Source: Steven B. Smith, 
www.in2m.com. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 



Youth-Rated Movies Contain More 
Cigarette Images Researchers at Dartmouth say that 

movies rated for youths contain 
more images of cigarettes than R- 
rated films for older audiences. The 
American Legacy Foundation and the 
National Cancer Institute funded the 
study. 

James Sargent, a pediatrician 
and professor at Dartmouth Medical 
School and the Director of Cancer 
Control at the Norris Cotton Cancer 
Center at Dartmouth-Hitchcock 
Medical Center, and his colleagues 
studied movies from 1996-2004. The 
researchers focused on the 100 highest 
grossing movies from those years. 
The researchers found that smoking 
on screen has decreased overall, 
however, smoking was still depicted 
in 75 percent of youth-rated films in 
2004—including films that were rated 
G, PC and PG-13. This is particularly 
worrisome because these youth rated 

movies are seen by three times as 
many youths as R-rated movies, so 
the likelihood that they will reach 
young moviegoers is much higher. 

The study also found that the num¬ 
ber of movies containing cigarette use 
or imagery declined from 96 percent 
in 1996 to 77 percent in 2004- 

“Because movie smoking is linked 
to adolescent smoking, it was impor¬ 
tant to us to clearly and quantitatively 
understand how and when cigarette 
use is depicted on screen,” says 
Sargent. “While we do see a down¬ 
ward trend in movie smoking, which 
is encouraging from a public health 
perspective, we need to remember 
that youths continue to see smoking 
in most of the movies they see. 

The authors recommend R-ratings 
for all movies that depict smoking of 
any type to further decrease the access 
that adolescents have to smoking 

scenes 
and depic¬ 
tions of cigarettes. 
They say that this could reduce 
exposure to youth movie smoking by 
50 percent. 

Sargeant and his colleagues study 
adolescent behavior and its links to 
the movies. They have published 
numerous articles describing how 
youths are exposed to thousands of 
depictions of movie stars smoking, 
and that these images influence their 
attitudes toward smoking. 

Surging U.S. Coal Demand Requires Supply Side Reality Check Meeting future U.S. coal demand will require substan¬ 
tial new investment in the coal supply chain and a 

fresh assessment of U.S. coal reserves, according to a new 
study, Can Coal Deliver? America’s Coal Potential and 
Limits, announced late July by Global Energy Decisions 
(Global Energy), with contributions by Global Energy 
Consultants, LLC. 

What is not well understood today is that meeting 
that growing coal demand will require substantial invest¬ 
ment in coal infrastructure and technology to overcome 

the constraints on coal supply, produc¬ 
tive capacity and deliverability,” said 

Larry Metzroth, Vice President 
Coal Advisory Services at Global 

Energy Decisions. 
“This study is the 

jk most substantial piece of 
research on U.S. coal 

■. supply and production 
constraints available 
today,” said 
Ramesh Malhotra, 
President of 
Global Energy 
Consultants, and 

I 

former President of NERCO Coal. Can Coal Deliver? 
America’s Coal Potential and Limits provides in-depth 
research and candid analysis of the key supply and produc¬ 
tion issues confronting America’s coal industry: 

• Where is the Coal we need? The diminishing produc¬ 
tive capacity of certain U.S. coal basins is leading to 
growing imports of coal from Saudi Arabia. 

• How does the U.S. keep pace? The U.S. needs to 
quickly invest in regaining full productive capacity of 
its coal reserves. 

• What about global warming? The study provides energy 
organizations with solutions based on a common frame¬ 
work of software applications, energy markets data and 
advisory services to enable energy professionals to fore¬ 
cast electricity pricing and demand, conduct resource 
planning, perform strategic studies and competitor 
analysis, manage risk, trade energy, schedule delivery 
and optimize generation performance. 

Global Energy Consultants (not affiliated with Global 
Energy Decisions) is a group of energy experts with 
experience in fuel planning, production, utilization, 
transportation, handing, in-transit logistics, marketing and 
sales. More information about Global Energy is available 
online at www.globalenergy.com. ■ 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • October 2006 



Being Prepared 
Isn't Just For 
Scouts Severe weather throughout the 

country during the past year has 
taught us all that preparedness is a 
key factor in emergency survival. 
You’ll be safer and less incon- 
venienced if you have the following 
emergency supplies on hand in the 
house: 

• Flashlight with fresh batteries 

• Radio with fresh batteries 

• Extra batteries 

• Candles and holders 

• Matches or lighter 

• Blankets 

• Wind-up clock 

• Firewood and kindling 

• Charcoal grill with charcoal 

• Bottled water 

• Non-perishable food 

• Manual can opener 

> First aid kit 

Also make a kit that includes 
all of the above, except the fire 
starting materials, and keep it in 
your car trunk during winter months. 
Remember to inspect and refresh your 
kits in both the spring and fall. 

Source: www.redcross.org. ■ 

Grassroots Efforts Avert Potential Rate 
Increases For Co-op Members The Pension Reform bill passed by Congress on August 3 could have impacted 

your pocketbook had grassroots effort from your co-op and its national 
and state’s political advocacy group, called the Action Committee for Rural 
Electrification (ACRE), not persuaded Congress to exempt co-ops from the 
bill. 

Pension Reform was first introduced last year to safeguard employees’ 
pensions and reduce the risk of bankrupt companies abandoning their 
defined-benefit pension plans and turning the liabilities over to the federal 
government’s Pension Benefit Pension Guaranty Corporation (PBGC). Under 
mandate from the bill, companies would have seven years to shore up under¬ 
funded pension plans to become fully funded. 

Even a stable fund such as the National Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association’s (NRECA) pension plan would have taken a direct hit under the 
bill. Without the exemption, contributions to NRECA’s pension plan by the 
58,000 cooperative employees it serves would have had to increase by $245 
million in one year alone, a 55 percent increase in pension expenses to be in 
compliance. 

To avoid such dramatic increases, lobbyists from NRECA, the Association 
of Illinois Electric Cooperatives (AIEC) and local co-op leadership banded 
together through ACRE to convince Congress that multi-employer pension 
plans, such as NRECA’s plan with 880 electric cooperatives participating 
nationwide, would pose little risk to the PBGC and should be exempt from the 
bill. 

According to NRECA Pension Lobbyist Chris Stephen, “Our members’ 
grassroots involvement was critical to our success. Without these provisions, 
co-op costs would have increased dramatically in the near term, which could 
have forced our members to either reduce benefits to their employees or 
institute what amounts to an ‘electricity tax hike’ on rural American families— 
a no-win situation for rural America.” 

Through the strength of cooperation, your co-op has the power to impact 
issues of national scope, while continuing to serve you in your local area, just 
like they always have. ■ 

Alzheimer's Care Resources Are Just A Click Away Pursuing dementia care options for yourself or your loved 
ones just got easier thanks to a new Web tool called 

CareFinder. The CareFinder Web site, administered by 
the Alzheimer’s Association, helps a patient’s caregivers 
choose dementia care options that are personalized to each 
patient’s specific needs. 

A caregiver can log onto the CareFinder Web site and 
type in information about the patient’s needs, abilities and 
preferences. They can then print a report that is customized 
with care recommendations and specific questions to ask 

potential care providers, whether they need community- 
based care, assisted living or nursing home care. 

Melanie Chavin, Vice President of Program Services 
for the Alzheimer’s Association Greater Illinois Chapter, 
says, “CareFinder is also a great resource for detailed infor¬ 
mation on a variety of issues surrounding care options, 
including strategies for planning for and coordinating care, 

communicating and finding local support resources.” 
Alzheimer’s is a progressive disease that destroys brain 

cells and gradually destroys a person’ memory and ability 
to learn, reason, make judgments, communicate and carry 
out daily activities. According to the association, people 
with Alzheimer’s live an average of eight years and up to 
as many as 20 years from the onset of symptoms. Use of 
sites like CareFinder will become more import in the near 
future as aging Baby Boomers reach their golden years. 

For the past 20 years, the Alzheimer’s Association has 
been the world leader in Alzheimer research and support. 
The Greater Illinois Chapter serves 68 counties in Illinois 
with offices in Bloomington, Carterville, Chicago, Joliet, 
Kankakee, Rockford, Skokie and Springfield. 

For more information about CareFinder, visit the 
Alzheimer’s Association Web site at www.alzheimers- 
illinois.org or call the helpline at 800-272-3900. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 



That draft coming from your window could be costing you 

more than you think. Air infiltration is one of the leading home 

energy wasters. Fortunately, it can be fixed quickly and easily with 

caulk, a caulk gun, and a little time. Caulking and weather-strip- 

ping your home could result in energy savings of 10 percent or 

more. 

You should check caulking annually since caulk deteriorates 

over time. On the inside of your house check windows and door 

casings. And don’t forget to check the basement windows. Check 

your baseboards and ceiling joints. Check under cabinets and be¬ 

hind furniture. 

On the outside, check where the siding meets the window and 

door trims. Check where the chimney meets the siding. But don’t 

seal the siding itself. The siding needs to be able to breathe. Check 

plumbing and electrical openings. Check where the porches meet 

the main body of the house. 

And finally, check with your local co-op for more tips on win¬ 

terizing your home or go to www.eere.energy.gov/consumerinfo/ 

factsheets/weatherize. html. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • October 2006 
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By John Lowrey 

llinois is beginning to develop a 
K j homegrown energy source from 

^ its abundant com and soybean 
fields. This boon to the corn belt is 
being powered in part by local elec¬ 
tric co-ops. In fact, one-third of the 
ethanol plants in the U.S. are pow¬ 
ered by electric co-ops. And many 
of these alternative fuel facilities are 
farmer-owned co-ops. 

Although there are some concerns 
about water supply and increased 
truck traffic for some small towns, the 
benefits are easy to list. The first ben¬ 
efit is easy to see every time you go to 
the gas station to fill up. Finding an 

Jay Johnson, President of Johnson Grain (left) and Jimmy 

Ayers, President of the board of directors of Rural Electric 

Convenience Cooperative in Auburn and a local farmer, 

agree ethanol will help boost the rural economy. 

alternative to foreign oil is probably 
the most important benefit. 

But what is also driving the 
tremendous growth of ethanol and 
biodiesel is the environmental 
benefit. Both help improve air qual¬ 
ity. Ethanol in particular is in high 
demand as a replacement to methyl 
tertiary-butyl ether (MTBE), a gaso¬ 
line oxygenator that is being phased 
out in many states including Illinois 
because it can easily pollute drinking 
water. Ethanol and biodiesel on the 
other hand are both biodegradable. 

Jimmy Ayers, President of the 
board of directors of Rural Electric 

Convenience Cooperative, Auburn, 
is excited to see a new 200 million- 
gallon ethanol plant project under¬ 
way east of Waverly. Johnson Grain 
Company and other investors in the 
$300 million project expect to use 80 
million bushels of com each year. 

Ayers says, “From an economic 
standpoint this community stands 
to see some tremendous gains and 
benefits. And it is going to help not 
just Waverly and Auburn but com¬ 
munities 50 miles away or more. From 
the co-op’s perspective we were very 
fortunate to have a load come on that 
will be a continuous load. It is going 
to be a great load factor, a 24/7 load 
that is excellent and benefits all of our 
members. Everybody gains. We are 
doing all we can to help this operation 
succeed in our service territory.” 

If completed as planned by the 
fall of 2008 the plant will have 65 to 
70 job openings. 

Building an ethanol plant is not 
without financial risks for the devel¬ 
oper, the electric cooperative and the 
community. For a co-op, new invest¬ 
ment in distribution lines, transmis¬ 
sion lines and substation equipment 
may be needed. And new wholesale 
power purchases may be necessary. If 
an ethanol or biodiesel project fails, 
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Le/t to right are jerry German, Boh 
Johnson and Del Eggiman. German 
and Eggiman are long time custom' 
ers of Johnson Grain. Johnson says, 
“Our mission has always been to 
provide the best service and the best 
markets to our area farmers.” 
Ethanol will expand that market. 

the co-op could be left with those 
stranded investments. 

Jay Johnson, President of Johnson 
Grain, says the economics are right 
now for an expansion of ethanol pro¬ 
duction. But there are still many chal¬ 
lenges and not all the 30 to 40 proposed 
plants in Illinois will be built. 

“The high price of crude and the 
low price of com are driving this right 
now,” says Johnson. “That relationship 
is so skewed right now that everyone is 
trying to get in the business. Only the 
strong, the efficient and the quickest 
to the starting line will survive.” 

Johnson says that in addition to 
a good local supply of corn and water, 
each project will need either natural 
gas or coal, and electricity and rail 
service. “And you have to have com¬ 
munity support,” he adds. “Probably 
less than half of the proposed projects 
will get built because they can’t meet 
one of those requirements.” 

Boh Harbour, President/CEO of 
Soyland Power Cooperative, says, “If 
half of these proposed ethanol plants 
are built, and if each takes 10 mega¬ 
watts as an average size plant, this is 
150 megawatts more power well need. 

However, the new coal-fired genera¬ 
tion will not be available unless we 
can get the power plants built.” 

Rail service is also critical 
because pipelines can’t be used to 
transport ethanol and because the 
byproducts, called distiller dried 
grains (DDG), will be shipped to 
feed cattle in Mexico. 

Although building an ethanol 
plant does raise concerns in a com¬ 
munity, Johnson says the legitimate 
concerns are really non-factors with 
modern dry milling plants using the 
best available technology. 

Ayers says that when he toured 
a similar ethanol plant in Palestine 
there was barely any sound outside 
the plant. And he adds, “I thought 
there might be an odor, but there was 
very little smell and it wasn’t objec¬ 
tionable. It was kind of a yeast smell 
like grandma’s bread baking.” 

Johnson says, “The local coop¬ 
erative RECC has been outstanding 
in their help and promotion of etha¬ 
nol, and they have been instrumental 
in making this happen for the com¬ 
munity and the growth of Sangamon 
county and Illinois. David Stuva the 

President/CEO, Louis DeLaby the 
Manager of Operations, Jimmy Ayers 
the Board Chairman, and the rest of 
the board and staff have just been ter¬ 
rific in their support.” 

Illinois’ elected officials on both 
sides of the aisle may not agree on 
much but one thing they all seem to 
support is ethanol and biodiesel. 

Governor Rod Blogojevich re¬ 
cently outlined a plan with a goal to 
replace 50 percent of the state’s en¬ 
ergy supply with homegrown fuels by 
2017. The plan calls for $100 million 
over the next five years to help build 
20 new ethanol plants. The plan also 
calls for five new biodiesel plants and 
10 new coal gasification plants that 
could provide 25 percent of the natu¬ 
ral gas needs and 25 percent of the 
diesel fuel needs in Illinois. 

Blagojevich says, “No other state 
has the combination of natural re¬ 
sources that we have here in Illinois. 
We have the technology. We have 
the expertise.” 

The corn and coal may be obvi¬ 
ous resources but you may not know 
that Illinois also has a strategic in¬ 
telligence resource in the National 
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Com-tO'Ethanol Research Pilot Plant 
at Southern Illinois University at 
Edwardsville (SIUE). In June nearly 
the entire Illinois delegation signed a 
letter sent to the U.S. Department of 
Energy Secretary suggesting the facih 
ity lead the research in new cellulosic 
ethanol options that would use other 
plants such as switchgrass. 

“The federal government has 
already contributed to the cost of the 
ethanol research center at SIUE,” 
said Rep. John Shimkus JR-19). “I 
don’t believe we need to construct 
an entirely separate facility for other 
feedstock fuel conversion research.” 

Rod Weinzierl, Executive Director 
of the Illinois Com Growers Associa¬ 
tion, says Illinois has the ingredients 
to be the number one ethanol produc¬ 
ing state. He says, “In addition to our 
advantage with the research facility at 
SIU Edwardsville we have the com for 
the long term. We have competitive 
utilities. We definitely have superior 
infrastructure with rail, barge and 

highways. We are in the center of the 
country and we can meet the demand 
wherever it evolves. And we have the 
political and cultural support.” 

Weinzierl says, “It is amazing 
what is going on in this industry right 
now. It is really in hyperdrive. There 
are really two questions. How much 
corn do we have and where is the 
price of oil going? Our 2005 crop, a 
fairly tough year for some producers, 
was still our second largest crop. And 
at $35 a barrel for oil, corn-based 
ethanol can compete. The benefits 
of this one billion-gallon ethanol 
expansion in Illinois will include a 
$5 billion increase in the gross state 
product, 16,500 permanent and 
20,000 temporary construction jobs 
and $1.48 billion in new income. 

Gary Van Gorden, Key Accounts 
Executive for Eastern Illini Electric 
Cooperative, Paxton, is working with 
several ethanol plant developers lo¬ 
cated in different parts of the co-op’s 
10 county service territory. 

He says, “I think if the stars are 
aligned properly and if the pieces fall 
into place we could be one of the top 
energy producing states. But I think in 
the interim we need to become one of 
the top energy conservers. It is going 
to take a combination of all resources 
and include every citizen to bring our 
nation back to energy independency.” 

Ron Hopkins, Director of Dis¬ 
tribution Automation for Com Belt 
Energy Corporation, Bloomington, is 
currently working with two ethanol 
plant developers. One will produce 
100 million gallons of ethanol a year 
and require 10 megawatts. The other 
will produce 200 million gallons and 
require 18 megawatts. 

“Just because we are sitting on a 
gold mine of com doesn’t mean every 
proposed ethanol plant will become a 
reality,” says Hopkins. “We are work¬ 
ing with Wabash Valley Power Associ¬ 
ation, our generation and transmission 
co-op, to be certain we have the best 
product to offer at the best price. Tim- 
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Plans call for a 200 million'gallon 
ethanol plant to be in place by June 
2008 near the Johnson Grain faciU 
ity near Waverly. Rail service to the 
plant is critical for shipping ethanol 
and distiller dried grains (DDG) 
to market. 



ing and coordination are difficult on 
these projects, but we’ve had a rela¬ 
tionship with one of the developers for 
several years. The price of electricity is 
important to their decision.” 

Hopkins says Corn Belt Energy’s 
board has been very supportive of the 
ethanol projects. “We see the market¬ 
ability of corn as good for the local 
economy, good for the country since 
it displaces foreign oil and good for 
the co-op since it will improve our 
load factor,” says Hopkins. 

Central Illinois Energy, a farmer- 
owned cooperative building a 225 
million-gallon ethanol plant near 
Canton, has been working with 
Spoon River Electric Cooperative as 
the project has grown over the past 
several years. 

The project received $6.35 mil¬ 
lion in state grants. Area farmers 
provided both money and commit¬ 
ted corn to the project. A coal-fired 
combined heat and power plant is 
included in this project. 

Norris Electric Cooperative, 
Newton, will be providing power 
to a new biodiesel plant that will be 
located across from the co-op’s 
headquarters in Newton. 

The National Trail Biodiesel 
Group EEC is developing the 30-mil- 
lion gallon per year biodiesel facility. 
The company acquired the rights to all 
development work performed by the 
National Trail Cooperative, a devel¬ 
opment stage agriculture cooperative 
that spent two years on the prelimi¬ 
nary project work. When completed, 
the plant will employ 25 to 30 people. 

Eastern Illini Electric and several 
other electric co-ops have been using 
biodiesel since 2003. “Tax incentives 
are important. They make biodiesel 
comparable in price. But the number 
one reason we use the biodiesel fuel is 
to support the farmers,” says Michael 
Zalaker, Manager of Physical Re¬ 
sources for the co-op. 

Ethanol and biodiesel may not 
be the silver bullet that ends our oil 
dependency, but it looks like these 
renewable, homegrown fuels will soon 
play a more important role. Illinois’ 
corn and soybean fields will be prim¬ 
ing the pump. 

Ethanol Facts: 
• Henry Ford designed his Model T to run on a 

mixture of gasoline and ethanol in 1908. 
• Ethanol is currently blended into about 30 percent of the . 

nation’s fuel supply. 
• About 13 percent of the nation’s com crop went into ethanol in 2005. 
• In 2005, 95 ethanol plants in 20 states produced a record 3.904 

billion gallons of ethanol, a 139 percent increase from 2000. 
• Ethanol reduces carbon monoxide emissions by 30 percent and 

greenhouse gases by 40 percent. 
• The U.S. Department of Agriculture says that ethanol production 

adds 30 cents to the value of a bushel of com. 
• Ethanol production transforms this corn into ethanol as well as 

high-value livestock feed, com sweeteners, corn oil and other 
food products. 

• One bushel of com yields about 2.8 gallons of ethanol. 
• Ethanol production results in a net energy gain producing 67 percent 

more energy than it takes to grow and process the com into ethanol. 
• There are some 5 million flexible fuel vehicles on America’s high¬ 

ways that can run on up to 85 percent ethanol (E85). 
• One acre of corn can produce enough ethanol to run a car for 

some 72,000 miles on E-10 Unleaded. 
• Illinois ranks second in U.S. corn production. 
• Ethanol helps reduce or remove benzene and other hazardous 

octane additives. 
• The 2005 Energy Policy Act mandates an increase in ethanol pro¬ 

duction to 7.5 billion gallons by 2012, almost doubling 2005 output. 
• Ethanol raises oxygen and octane levels for cleaner burning 

engines and it acts as a gas line antifreeze. 

For more ioformatioo: 
American Coalition for Ethanol 
www.ethanol.org 
605-334-3381 

National Ethanol Vehicle Coalition 
www.e85fuel.com 
877-485-8595 

Illinois Corn Growers Association 
www.ilcorn.org 
309-557-3257 

Illinois Farm Bureau 
www.ilfb.org 
309-557-2111 

Energy Information Administration 
www.eia.doe.gov 
202-586-8800 

National Alternative Fuels 
Training Consortium 
http://naftp.nrcce.wvu.edu 

Renewable Fuels Association 
www.ethanolRFA.org 
202-289-3835 

National Corn-To-Ethanol 
Research Center 
www.ethanolresearch.com 

Illinois Ethanol Pre-feasibility 
Evaluator 
www.iletohprefeas.com 
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Farm Children At Greater Risk 
You can match the right job with the right child 

"We must use common 
sense about whether 
a child can handle a 

specific task." 

Many times children are at greater safety risks 

than adults because of their emotional, physical 

and mental limitations. Farm children may be at 

even greater risk because they live, play and work 

in an environment with occupational hazards. It’s 

difficult to prescribe exactly what safety precautions 

you need to take because each child is at a different 

developmental stage. 

Consider the following precautions needed at 

the various stages of development. Preschool chil¬ 

dren are very curious about the world around them. 

This curiosity is wonderful except that they explore 

the world with little thought to possible dangers. 

They are fascinated by movement and love to 

climb and explore. Preschool children need to be 

supervised carefully and should not be allowed to 

ride on, play around or hide under farm machinery. 

A fence around a yard or other physical barriers can 

also protect them. 

Early elementary school children enjoy feeling 

like they can contribute to adult’s work. Adults 

still need to supervise this age child and provide 

consistent rules. Elementary school 

children are capable of identifying 

dangers, but they still act before 

they think. Their attention span 

is generally only about 15 minutes 

before they become easily distracted. This places 

them at risk for injury if the task is too long. At this 

age, they can begin to have responsibility for simple 

farm chores. 

Early adolescent youth (aged 10 - 15) have 

greater physical and mental capabilities, but are 

still not capable of handling emergencies. Because 

youth of this age are growing rapidly, they may 

experience a clumsiness and lack of coordination 

that was not present at a younger age. Early adoles¬ 

cents will often feel immortal, believing “accidents 

happen to the other guys.” Those youth who have 

been observing and learning the dangers and 

precautions for several years may be able to help 

with farm work earlier than an adolescent without 

this experience. 

All children learn best when you both show 

and tell them how to complete a task. It is unad- 

visable for any youth to operate machinery when 

friends are present. This may be especially true for 

early adolescents since they are particularly sen¬ 

sitive to the approval of their peers and might take 

chances in order to “show off.” The rate of develop¬ 

ment is very individual, especially for adolescents. 

Caution needs to be taken in generalizing what 

tasks each youth is capable of. Teens are more 

likely to be able to judge their skill and readiness 
for a task. A teen’s problem solving skills are also 

increased when their ideas are solicited for com¬ 

pleting tasks more effectively and efficiently. 

The suggestions about age appropriate tasks 

on the farm are just that, suggestions. Research 

gives us guidelines, but we must use common sense 

about whether a child can handle a specific task 

as we make decisions about his/her participation 

on the farm. The North American Guidelines for 

Children’s Agricultural Tasks can be found at 

www.nagcat.org. This site has fact sheets that detail 

specific tasks for children between the ages of 7 

and 16. Each fact sheet asks questions to help you 

determine if a child is developmentally ready for a 

specific farm job. ■ 

Judith Taylor is Youth Development 
Educator at the University of Illinois 
Extension, Springfield, 217-782-8886, or 
you can visit the extension’s Web site at 
http://web.extension.uiuc.edu/character. 



Bullitt Count 

TOURIST & CONVENTION COMMISSIO 

Louisville 
Churchill Downs . 

Slugger Museum 

KY Derby Museum 
Bullitt County Attractions 
♦Bernheim Arboretum and Forest 

♦Jim Beam American Outpost 

♦Kart Kountry & Miniature Golf 

♦Shepherdsville Music Show 

♦Hawks View Gallery 

Hillview 
Hawks View Gallery 

Shepherdsville 
Kart Kountry & Miniature Golf 

Shepherdsville Music Show 

—~ Clermont 
Jim Beam American Outpost 

Bernheim Arboretum and Forest Fort Knox 
Patton Museum 

ShepherdsvilleBullitt County 
TOURIST & CONVENTION COMMISSION 

Affordable lodging, dining events and 
attractions at exits 121 through 105, off 1-65. 

Bardstown 
My Old KY Home 

J^gntucRff 

www.travelbullitt.org ♦ 

S SANGAMON RADIANT 
WIRSBO aqua pex tubing products 
tor agricultural, commercial shop 
floors and homes Made in the USA 

(217)522-3934 • FAX (217)522-3933 
Evening (217)483-3223 Mn D. McMillan - Owner 

HERITAGE 
BUILDING SYSTEMS® 

Established 1979 

A Built To Last 

30’x 40’x 10’ $5,975 

40’x 60’x 12’ $10,294 

60’x 100’x 16’ $25,886 

Since 1979 Heritage Building Systems' 
focus has been to provide the 
industry with the finest quality, best 
looking pre-engineered steel 
structures at the lowest possible price. 

1 .800.643.5555 
ww.heritagebuildings.co mJ 

INATE COLD SPOTS 
CHILLY BATHROOMS, COLD BEDROOMS, COLD FLOORS AND NOISY HEATERS! 

Silent - Reliable - Healthy - Safe - 
EFFICIENT ELECTRIC HEAT SOLUTIONS 

ENERGY 
STAR 
PARTNER 

Egyptian Electric Jo-Carroll Energy Inc. Rural Electric Convenience Co-op 
Murphysboro, 618-684-2143 Elizabeth, 800-858-5522 Auburn, 217-438-6197 

Egyptian Electric Eastern lllini Electric Co-op Shelby Electric Co-op 
Steelville, 618-965-3434 Paxton, 217-379-2131 Shelbyville, 217-774-3986 

OR CALL CONVECTAIR AT 1 800-463-6478 www.convectair.com 



David Robson is an Extension Educator, 

Horticulture, at the Springfield Extension 

Center, University of Illinois Extension, 

P.O. Box 8199, Springfield, IL 62791. 

Telephone: 217-782-6515. 

E-mail: drobson@uiuc.edu. 

Bring The Outdoors Indoors 
Even outdoor plants can be housebroken for winter 

"Think of plants that 
aren't hnuseplants and 
find ways we can enjoy 

them during the winter." 

Many people like to bring their indoor plants out¬ 

side for the summer. These plants have probably 

found comfortable spots in planters and on tables. 

As temperatures start to cool drastically, we 

need to start thinking about bringing houseplants 

back indoors. We can even think of plants that 

aren’t houseplants and find ways we can enjoy them 

during the winter. 

Think geraniums. Think cherry tomatoes. 

Think herbs. Think insects. 

When bringing houseplants back indoors, 

there are a few considerations that need to be 

made. 

First, to avoid light and humidity shock to 

the plants, start acclimating them to the indoors 

by moving plants that have been in the sun to the 

shade. Then move them to an enclosed area such 

as a garage or porch. Start these measures for a few 

hours a day, then build up the time until you can 

move them to the house. 

Do this as soon as possible. Don’t wait until 

you hear the forecaster say “chance of frost tonight” 

and then run around like Chicken Little clucking 

“oh, the plants. The plants. We have to do some¬ 

thing about the plants.” (By the way, the sky won’t 

fall if the plants do die.) 

Even by acclimating the plants, they’ll still 

rebel and let you know. First, some of the leaves 

may turn a light yellow, and then progress to the 

color of lemons. Next thing you know, the leaves 

are on the floor. The plant sacrifices the older 

leaves in order to help the 

new leaves. Or maybe it’s 

the fact that old leaves 

like old dogs are hard to 

teach new tricks, or in 
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this case, adapt to a new environment. 

Accept that fact. It’s part of plant life. Keep 

the vacuum close by. Visualize a tall and leggy 

plant, particularly tomatoes and geraniums. If 

you’re willing to accept that now, when it happens 

you won’t be disappointed or frightfully peeved. 

You can pinch the plants before bringing them 

indoors to reduce the shock to the plant, and to 

yourself. 

Second, make sure you check the plants for 

bugs. Look for bugs such as aphids, mealy bugs, 

spider mites, white flies and scales on the leaves 

or stems of the plants. Make sure to check plants 

thoroughly under leaves and on stems. If you are 

overly concerned, you may want to repot plants 

in new soil, washing all the other soil off the roots 

where insects and their eggs may be hidden. 

You can also flush the soil with warm water a 

couple times per week to drown the creatures. Use 

an insecticidal soap on the foliage and stems to kill 

any cold-blooded hitchhikers. 

It is best to spray the plants while they are 

outside. It is difficult to find an out-of-the-way 

place inside the house, though a shower stall isn’t 

too bad. Just let everyone know what’s going on. 

Check the plants weekly for the next six 

months. Insect populations may be low enough 
now that you don’t even think anything is there. 

However, come late January or February as the 

insects and mites have had a chance to breed 

over and over, suddenly the plant is teeming with 

creatures and dropping leaves. 

What many people don’t realize is that the 

bad creatures were probably present outside, but 

the good ones were keeping them in check. When 

brought indoors, the good ones die, or remain 

outside. 

Eventually, the plants should adjust to lower 

indoor light and humidity levels. Over time, which 

is usually about the week before you take them out¬ 

side next spring, the plants will start producing new 

growth. Just be patient. ■ 

www.icl.coop 



Wick 
my Buildings* 

800-356-9682 • Check out FallBuildingDays.com for all the details 

DON'T TAKE IT SO HARD  
Physics softens your water 

like lightning treats the rain 
without electricity, salt or chemicals - for city or well water 
SoPhTec Water Conditioning System for HOME & 
AGRICULTURE. Controls hardness, calcium scale 
and corrosion. Removes existing scale. Helps control 

sulfur odor. Saves energy costs. Installs easily. Maintenance and ser¬ 
vice free. Use 50% less soaps & detergents. The SoPhTec water condi¬ 
tioning system makes hard water act like soft water. 

The SoPhTec water conditioning system extends equipment life. 
Prevents scale build up, clogging of lines, fixtures and equipment. 

SoPhTec is a cost effective alternative to a salt water system. 
Total system cost for the home - $388 including shipping and handling. 

A 90 day money back guarantee plus a ten year warranty. 
To receive a free brochure and water hardness test strip, call or write: 

Call Toll Free 1-800-708-2872 
e-mail: mainline@att.net 

Carl Knight - SoPhTec Distributor 
4860 Quarry Lane, Richmond Hts., OH 44143 

Select^ 
Ortes-Vay 
Vesttures 
Dr. John Ronan DDS 

& Associates 
Can Offer You 

Dentures, Partials 
& Extractions 

ONE-DAY SERVICE; 

Office Hours: Monday-Friday 8 to 4 
Call for an Appointment 

(217-479-8444) 
(1-877-565-8981) 

1201 W. Walnut, Jacksonville, IL 62650 
Payment Accepted 

Cash, Mastercard or Visa 
/Vo Personal Checks 

Families Have Saved Up To 50% On Heating Costs 
And never have to buy fuel — wood, oil, gas, kerosene — ever again! 

ORDER TODAY! 
2 MODELS TO CHOOSE FROM 

Hydro-Sil is a unique room-by-room heating system 
that can save you hundreds of dollars in home heating 
costs by replacing old and inefficient heating. It can 
replace or supplement your electric heat, gas or oil furnace 
and woodstoves. 

Hydro-Sil represents economy in heating: inside die 
heater case is a sealed copper tube filled with a harmless 
silicone fluid. It’s permanent You’ll never run out 
“Hydro-Sil Energy Star" thermostat controls a variable watt 
hydro element that is only being supplied a proportional 
amount of power on an as-needed basis. When Hydro-Sil 
is turned on, the silicone liquid is quickly heated, and with 
its heat retention qualities, continues to heat after the Hydro 
element shuts off. Hydro-Sil’s room-by-room “Energy Star” 
digital control technology greatly increases energy savings 
and comfort. 

Proportional 
"Energy Star" 

thermostat! 

YOUR BEHEFITS WITH HYDRO-SIL: 
• Slash heating cost with Energy Star technology 
• Lifetime warranty. No service contracts 
• Safe, complete peace of mind 
• Clean, no fumes, environmentally safe 
• U.L listed 
• Preassembled — ready to use 
• No furnaces, ducts, or chimneys 
• Portable (110V) or permanent (220V) 
• Whole house heating or single room 

HERE'S WHAT OTHERS ARE SAYING... 
•F. Smalley - "A company that advertises 
the truth saved me 50% compared to my 

gas heat. I found it hard to believe until 

my power bill came. Thanks a million!” 

•R. Hanson - “I can’t begin to tell you how 

pleased I am with Hydro-Sil... the first time 

in 25 years our electric bill was reduced... 
saved $635, over 40%!" 

•A. Gonsalves— “We replaced 20 electric 

heaters with Hydro-Sil. Wow — what a 
difference! We received a substantial 
reduction of our electric bill. I have 

recommended Hydro-Sil to many people!” 

220 Volt 
Permanent 

Approx. Area 
to Heat 

Discount 
Price Quuntity 

8' 2000 watts 250-300 s.f. $289 

6' 1500 watts 180-250 s.f. $259 

5‘ 1250 watts 130-180 s.f. $239 

4' 1000 watts 100-130 s.f. $219 

3' 750 watts 75-100 s.f. $189 

2' 500 watts 50-75 s.f. $169 

Thermostats Call for options & exact heater needed 

110 Volt Portables 
(Thermostat Included) 

Discount 
Price Quuntity 

5' Hydro-Max 750-1500 watts $219 

4' Convector - Dual watt $179 

3' 750 watts - Silicone $179 

$15.00 shipping per heater $ 

Total Amount $ 

Name  

Address 

City  -Zip. 

MasterCard or Visa Account Information: 

Acct#   

Expiration Date  

Order todoy or contact us for more information 
PHONE • WEB • MAIL 

Check • MasterCard • Visa 

1-800-627-9276 
Visit our secure web site at 

www.hydrosil.com 
Hydro-Sil, P.O. Box, 662, 

Fort Mill, SC 29715 



Let Your System Breath 
Restricted airflow may cost you thousands 

'Tut your magazine down now 
and check your filter." 

This month s column is for those of you who have 
a central heating and cooling system. If you do 

not have this in your house, you might choose 
to skip this column and go straight to the recipe 
section. 

This column may save you a few cents each 
month, a few dollars each month or it may save 
you several thousand dollars, as is evidenced by the 
following true story. A reader of my column called 
me at the office recently and told me that her air 
conditioner was not cooling her house. She said her 
husband always took care of the house, but he had 
recently passed away. 

Our conversation went something like this: 
Me: Is your thermostat set to cool? 
Caller: Yes. 
Me: Is it turned down low enough to come on? 
Caller: Yes, it is now. 
Me: If you turn the fan switch to on, does the fan 

come on? 
Caller: Yes. 
Me: Where is the indoor unit located? 
Caller: In the hall closet. 
Me: Please look in the closet and tell me what you 

see. 
Caller: The unit is there, but it is very wet in the 

closet. (I’m thinking to myself, now we are getting 
somewhere. If it is wet, then the condensate pan is 
most likely stopped up. A common problem.) 

Me: Would you go outside and see if water is 
dripping out of the con- 
densate line? 

Caller: (After a couple of 
minutes.) Yes, it is. 

Me: Is it a pretty fast drip? 
Caller: Yes. (1 think to 

myself, well, if there is good 
condensate flow, the cooling coil must be cold, so the 
air conditioning compressor must be working. In that 

case, perhaps the cooling coil is frozen solid. For that 
to happen, the unit would likely be low on freon gas. 
Actually, this is what I figure the problem to be now. 
But not so fast, Doug. Remember that her husband 
took care of the system. The only other reason that 
the coil might freeze is restricted airflow.) 

Me: Ma’m, where is your return air filter located? 
Caller: I don’t know what you mean. 
Me: That is the grill where the air in the house 

goes back to the unit in the closet. Is there a 
large grill in the hall wall or ceiling? 

Caller: Yes, in the wall. 
Me: Does it have two little clips at the top where 

you can open it? 
Caller: Yes. 
Me: Open it and there should be a filter behind it. 

Do you see it? 
Caller: Yes. 
Me: Take it out. Can you see through it? 
Caller: No, I can’t and it is very wet and falling 

apart in my hand. 
Me: Leave the filter off and turn the fan switch 

on and let it blow across the coil for about 30 
minutes and call me back. 

Caller: O.K. (Ring, Ring.) 
Me: Doug Rye. 
Caller: Mr. Rye it is me again. 
Me: Are you standing by the unit? 
Caller: Yes, I am. 
Me: Does the unit sound a little different from 

before ? 
Caller: Maybe. 
Me: Now turn the switch on the thermostat to 

cooling and the set it to 72 degrees. Then call 
me back in 30 minutes and tell me if it is cooling 
your house. (Ring, Ring.) 

Me: Doug Rye. 
Caller: Mr. Rye, it is working. 
Me: M’am, go to the home center and buy several 

new air filters. Check them regularly. When you 
see them getting dirty, change them. That may 
be every month or every six months depending 
on your situation. 

Remember this: An air conditioning unit per¬ 
forms at its very best and lasts the longest when 
there is absolutely no restriction to the airflow. This 
includes the air filter. Put your magazine down now 
and check your filter. ■ 

Doug Rye, the “Doctor of Energy 
Efficiency-the King of Caulk and Talk” 
can be heard on several different Illinois 
radio stations. Or you can go to his Web 
site at www.dougrye.com, e-mail him at 
info@philliprye.com, or call 888-Doug- 
Rye or 501-653-7931. You can also sign 
up for a free newsletter and order his 
“how to” videotapes. 
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WIN THE BRUSH WAR WITH 

TREE TERHINATOR 
• 3 models cut 20", 12" and 5" trees in one bite 

• Hitches to fit most tractors and skid steer loaders 

• Built to last with a 24 month warranty 

• Swivel hitch, sprayer and grapple options 

For a free color brochure call or visit our website 

(417) 458-4350 • www.treeterminator.com 
Grace Manufacturing • Plato, MO 

POND & LAKE LINERS 
Custom Sizes • Reinforced Material 

$.39/SQ. FT. or Less 
• STRENGTH • 

• COMMITMENT • 
• GUARANTEED CONTAINMENT • 

BEND TARP & LINER, INC. 
1-800-280-0712 

www.bendtarp.com 

Builders, Inc. 
QUALITY IS AFFORDABLE 

1-800-628-1324 
Call today and ask about our 

monthly specials! 
WE CUSTOM DESIGN TO YOUR SPECIFICATIONS 

Blitz Buildings are built to last! ^ 
i- 1 12000 buiidings 

constructed 

Blitz Builders #1 in Value 
www. b I i tzb u i I d e rs. co m 

 > 
Trees that 
grow 5 ft. or 
more per year! 
Skyrise™ 
(Hybrid Salix) 

• Grows 5 ft. or 
more per year 

• Use for wind¬ 
breaks, shade or 
privacy screens. 

Skyrise screen style at 

15 months 

Also fast-growing 
shrubs available - 
all make great 
hedge and grow 
to 10 ft. tall 

Red Osier Dogwood 
Small white flowers 
in spring, red stems 
in winter 
American Cranberry 
Bush - Red berries in 
fall and winter 
Forsythia - Bright 
yellow flowers in 
early spring 

Call toll-free 888-749-0799 
For FREE color brochure or to place an order 

ADVANCED 

TREE TECHNOLOGY 
12818 Edgerton Rd. New Haven, IN 46774 

^ www.advancedtree.com 

Fall 
Discount 
Call for details 

SLASH YOUR HEAT BILL UP TO 50% 
Heat 500 to 1000 sq. ft. for pennies a day with an energy saving 

Infra Red Heating System 
BBB 

T. 
MEMBER 

PORTABLE - 110 VOLT 

ENERGY EFFICIENT: Operates on less than a Mr. Coffee per day. 

/ Thermostat controlled 
/ Over 20 yrs. of satisfied customers 
/ Does not remove humidity from the air 
/ Filters the air 
/ 3 year warranty 
/ Energy Efficient Safe Soft Comfortable Heat 
/ AT Insurance Rating 
/ Safe for Children and Pets 
/ Uses Electricity (not gas or oil) 

/ Top Quality Compact Oak Cabinet 
/ Put the heat where you need it 

Dealer 

Inquiries 

Invited 

MODEL 750 -Heats 500 sq. ft. 

MSRP $54900 - SALE $37900 No. 
MODEL 1500 -Heats 1000 sq.ft. 

MSRP $64900 - SALE $44900 No. 

Price 

Price_ 

NE Residents add 51/2% tax_ 
Freight $25.00 (Free freight within 7 days)_ 

TOTAL 

FREE FREIGHT 
if Ordered Within 7 Days 

60 DAY mONEY BACK 

GUARANTEE 

T&R Distributing 

3724 Arch Ave. 

Grand Island, NE 68803 

FACTORY DIRECT 

SALE 
SAVE UP TO 

$200°° 

Payment Information: 
□ Check □ Discover 

Credit Card #  

Print Name  

Signature  

Credit Card 
□ Visa □ Mastercard 

Exp. Date (Mom 

To Order by: 

Phone: 800-491-4690 ext. 77 

Fax: 800-392-4587 

www.sunheat.info 



5 Reasons 
Soapstone is Better! 

• Soapstone holds twice as much heat as metal. 
• The heat is steady, even and comfortable. 
• Soapstone has a proven record of durability. 
• It has beautiful color, texture and marbling. 
• Variations in the stone make each stove unique. 
Plus, no power is required, so you can enjoy 
radiant warmth regardless of the weather! 

FREE COLOR CATALOG 

Name. 

Addre s s  

City/State/Zip  

Woodstock Soapstone Co., Inc 
66 Airpark Rd., Dept. 2503, West Lebanon, NH 03784 

www.woodstove.com 
1-888-664-8188 

1 30-year perforation warranty 
1 Full technical support from start to finish 
1 Fully customized to meet your needs 
1 Factory-direct savings 

Call Toll Free 
Today for a 

FREE! 

Our building consultants are ready to take your call 

1-800'668-511# 

FUTURE STEEL BUILDINGS 
Do-It-Yourself Steel Buildings 

Ideal For: 
• Recreational Use 
• Boat Storage 

KENTUCKY 
STEEL TRUSS 

BUILDINGS 

20/90 
24x30x8 
30x36x8 
40x48x10 
50x60x12 
60x80x12 
75x80x14 

$4,595 
$5,595 
$9,295 

$14,495 
$20,695 
$27,595 

FREE CATALOGUE 

1-859-745-0606 
www.kstbuild.com 

Hew look! 
TheHobstee! 

since 1986 

Mobile Home 
Owners: ROOF KING 

Mobile Home Super Insulated 
Roof Over Systems 

40 Year Warranty 
Factory Direct From Roof King 

1 -800-748-0645 
www.roofking.net 

The 
Toughest 
Glue On 
Planet 
Earth; 
Bonds hundreds 
of materials 
including wood, 
stone, metal, ceramic 
more! Incredibly strong 
and 100% waterproof! 

I-800-966-3458 • www.gorillaglue.com 

The Toughest 
Tape On 

Planet Earth; 

Extra Thick. Extra Stick. 
New Gorilla Tape sticks to things 

ordinary tapes simply can’t 

ATTENTION 

DIABETIC METER 
RECALL ALERT 

So far in 2006 there have been 14 
manufacturer notifications. There 
were over 20 different Class I High 
Risk Recalls for diabetic meters 
issued by the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration in 2005. 

A Class I recall means that there 
is a reasonable chance that the 
product will cause serious health 
problems or death. Most major 
diabetic meter manufactures have 
had a recall in the past 2 years! 

YOUR CURRENT METER MAY 
BE INVOLVED IN A RECALL. 

Accuracy and consistency are 
extremely important when you test 
your blood! 

If you have Medicare call now to 
get a NO COST to you replacement 
meter and new testing supplies! 
Sorry, we are unable to help you if 
you are in an HMO. 

Cali Discount Diabetic at 
1-800-865-6917. 

If you have Arthritis, Medicare will 
cover a large, moist heating pad for 
you at NO COST to you. Medicare 
will also cover vacuum therapy 
systems for erectile dysfunction. 
^Deductible and copay may apply. 

CALL 1-800-865-6917 NOW! -800-966-3458 • www.gorillatape.com 



gfeBuilding Solutions” 
.. .with integrity! 

Professional service, quality products 

Supplying a variety A Painted metal and many sizes available 
of quality buildings ^ Engineered buildings and kits available 

designed to meet tz fully insured for your protection 

a FREE brochure   
and estimate! 

i$Ain 

L 1'800'582-BARN (227 BL 

“Bagging with your tractor, not your back!” 
www.LawnTractorLeafBag.com • 877-530-9084 

Worldwide Steel Buildings 

Factory Direct 

24’ - 75’ Clearspan 

10’-20’ Side Walls Height 

Worldwide Steel Buildings 
Peculiar, MO 

1-800-825-0316 • 816-779-6441 

www.worldwidebuildingsales.com 

Save 40% 
on your 
energy bill 

BLUE SKY 
ENERGY 
SAVERS 
SPRAY-ON INSULATION 

Electric co-op energy advisors recommend spray-on 
cellulose insulation over fiberglass because it: 

• Stops air infiltration 

• Provides consistent comfort 

• Has superior fire, pest and sound protection 

• Contains a safe anti-mildew ingredient 

• Reduces construction costs 

• Is made from 100% recycled products 

For a dealer near you, or to start your own cellulose 
insulation business call. 

(618) 346-0271, (fax)-618-346-0272 » www.bluesky-usa.com 

SD 24 Ft, Cruise Tri-Log, w/115 HP 4 Stroke Suzuki 
$17,999 

26 Ft. Designer Legend Tri-Log, w/175 HR 4 stroke Suzuki 
s27,999 

22 Ft. Fish & Cruise Tri-Log, w/i 15 HR 4 stroke Suzuki 
$20)999 

22 Ft. FTC Rsh Tri-Log, w/115 HP 4 Stroke Suzuki 
S20,999 

SD 18 Ft. Cruise Pontoon, w/30 HR 4 stroke 
$t1,599 

TRAILERS INCLUDED ON EVERY ROAM .-EH- 

New 2005 Suzuki DF115, 4 Stroke 
3 Year Warranty - Installed On Your Boat 

Dealer Retains Rebates. Limited to In Stock Inventory 

417-588-3550 
1-800-542-3846 

Hwy. 64 & Bennett St. 
Lebanon, MO 

$ SUZUKI 
W MARINE 

Iftf POWER BEHIND M B£ST BOATS™ 

Lebanon Suzuki-Kawasaki Inc, 

Closeout Prices 
On All 2006 Leftovers! 

Sale Ends 
October 31,2006 



FINEST COOKING 

Country Quick Recipes - 
Sweets with Memories 

Who: Linda Sheehan of Lincoln, IL 

Cost: $8.50, including shipping 

Details: Soft-hacked, spiral-bound 

Pages of recipes: 56 

Send Checks to: Linda Sheehan, 

1620 Pulaski, Lincoln, IL 62656 or e-mail her 

at countryquickrecipes@yahoo.com. 

Texas Cake (above) Chocolate Chip Marble 
2 C.sugar Squares 
2 C. flour 2 1/4 C. flour 
1/2 C. margarine 1 tsp. baking soda 
1 C. water 1 tsp. salt 
1/2 C. oil 1 C. soft butter 
4 T. powdered cocoa 3/4 C. sugar 
1/2 C. buttermilk 3/4 C. brown sugar - packed 
2 eggs 1 tsp. vanilla 
1 tsp. vanilla 1/2 tsp. water 
1 tsp. baking powder 2 eggs, beaten 

Combine sugar and flour and set aside. 1 C. chopped walnuts (opt.) 

Combine margarine, water, oil and cocoa 
2 C. chocolate chips 

in a saucepan and let boil for 30 seconds. Sift together flour, baking soda and salt. Set 

Pour this into flour mixture and stir well. aside. Combine butter, sugar, brown sugar, 

Then add buttermilk, eggs, vanilla and vanilla, water and eggs. Mix all wet and dry 

baking powder. Mix well. Pour into a ingredients together well. Stir in walnuts. 

greased 15xl0xl-inch jellyroll pan. Bake Spread into a greased 9xl3x2-inch cake 

at 400° for 20 minutes. pan. Sprinkle chocolate chips over the top 

of the dough. Place in oven at 350° for 1 
Icing: 

minute. Remove from oven and run knife 
1/2 C. margarine through the dough to marbleize. Return to 
4 T. powdered cocoa oven and continue to bake 12-14 minutes 
1/4 C. milk more. Cool and cut into squares. 
l-llb. box confectioners’ sugar 
1 tsp. vanilla 
1 C. chopped pecans Find Your Favorites 

Mix together and boil margarine, cocoa Did you have a treasured recipe 
and milk. Remove from heat and add you discovered in one of our older 
sugar, vanilla and pecans. Beat mixture issues, but now you’re having trouble 
well and spread on hot cake. locating it? Well, search no more. 

Now you can find all your favorite 

recipes, both old and new, right on 

our Web site, www.icl.coop. 

Reese’s Pieces Pie 
1 C. butter 
2 C. graham cracker crumbs 
2 C. confectioners’ sugar 
1 C. smooth peanut butter 
2 C. chocolate chips 

Mix the butter, graham cracker crumbs, 

confectioners’ sugar and peanut butter 

together well. Press the mixture in a 

9xl3x2-inch pan. Melt chocolate chips in 

microwave 1 minute; stir chocolate until 

smooth. (Microwave more if needed.) 

Spread chocolate over mixture. Let 

cool slightly and cut into squares before 

chocolate dries. 

Pink Stuff 
1 lg. (6 oz.) and 1 sm. (3 oz.) cream 

cheese, softened 
1 lg. (16 oz.) can crushed pineapple 

with juice 

l(10-l/2-oz.) pkg. mini marshmallows 
1 lg. jar maraschino cherries, 

drained and quartered (reserve 
juice for later) 

1 (8-oz.) cm. Cool Whip 

Mix cream cheese and pineapple together 

with an electric mixer in a large mixing 

bowl. Add marshmallows and cherries. 

Let stand covered in refrigerator over¬ 

night. Stir mixture well. Add Cool Whip. 

Mix well and add juice as needed for 

color and flavor. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 



Sour Cream Noodle Bake 
Elaine Craig 

1/2 lb. dry noodles 
1 lb. ground beef 
1 T. butter 
1 tsp. salt 
1/4 tsp. garlic salt 
1/8 tsp. pepper 
1 (8 oz.) can tomato sauce 
1 C. cottage cheese 
1 C. sour cream 
6 green onions, chopped 
3/4 C. shredded cheddar cheese 

Cook noodles as package directs. Rinse 
and drain. Brown beef in butter. Add 
salt, garlic salt, pepper and tomato sauce. 
Simmer 5 minutes. Mix noodles, cottage 
cheese, sour cream and onions. Alternate 
layers of noodle mixture and meat in 
greased 2-quart casserole beginning with 
noodles and ending with meat. Top with 
cheese. Bake at 350° for 20 minutes or 
until golden brown. 

Chicken Macaroni 
Casserole 
Sue Artis 

2 T. butter or margarine 
1/4 C. all-purpose flour 
2 C. milk or half and half 
2 C. chicken broth, divided 
3/4 lb. process American cheese, 

cubed 
3 C. elbow macaroni, cooked 

and drained 
3 C. cubed cooked chicken 
1 (2-oz.) jar diced pimentos, drained 
1 tsp. salt 
1/2 tsp. pepper 

In a large saucepan, melt butter. Stir in 
flour until combined. Add milk and 
1 1/2 C. broth all at once; stir until thick¬ 
ened and bubbly. Cook and stir 2 minutes 
more. Remove from heat; add cheese 
and stir until melted. Stir in macaroni, 
chicken, pimentos, salt and pepper. Add 
additional broth, if needed. Pour into 
greased 3-quart baking dish. Bake uncov¬ 
ered at 350° for 40 minutes. 

Topping: 

2 slices bread 
1 T. margarine, melted 

Blend bread in blender. Add melted mar¬ 
garine. Sprinkle on casserole. Return to 
oven. Bake 15 to 20 minutes more. 

Titus Memorial Home Recipes 

Spicy-Nut Pumpkin 
Cookies (above) 
Titus Home Kitchen 

1 1/2 C.sugar 
1/2 C. butter 
1 C. cooked pumpkin 
1 egg beaten 
3 C. flour 
1/4 tsp. allspice 
1/2 tsp. cinnamon 
1/4 tsp. ginger 
1 tsp. baking powder 
1 tsp. baking soda 
1/2 tsp. salt 
1 tsp. cloves 
1/4 C. chopped nuts 
1/4 C. raisins 

Cream sugar and butter. Stir in pumpkin 
and egg. Sift together flour and season¬ 
ings; add to pumpkin mixture. Mix well. 
Add nuts and raisins. Drop onto un¬ 
greased cookie sheet. Bake in 375° oven 
for 10 to 12 minutes. 
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WE REAP MORE THAN 
JUST CORN & SOYBEANS 

FROM THE GROUND! 

Geothermal information available at www.geocomfort.com 

DEALERS: 
Advantage Comfort Systems 

Paxton, IL, 217-379-6305 
Bratcher Heating & Air Conditioning, Inc. 

Bloomington/Normal, IL, 309-454-1611 
Brennan Heating & Cooling 
Jacksonville, IL, 217-245-7181 

Bryan’s Heating & A/C 
Murphysboro, IL, 618-684-6002 
C & K Heating & Cooling 

Lebanon, IL 618-537-9528 
Climate Company, Inc. 
Breese, IL, 618-526-2135 

Davis Electric 
Rushville, IL, 217-322-6677 

Ernst Heating & Cooling 
Hamel, IL, 618-633-2244 

Fowler Heating & Cooling 
Marion, IL, 618-997-5288 

Henson Robinson Company 
Springfield, IL, 217-544-8451 

Jenter, Inc. 
Watseka, IL, 815-432-3501 

Jesse Heating and Air Conditioning 
Decatur, IL, 217-422-1744 

Champaign, IL, 217-352-8511 
Johnson Heating & A/C 
Kewanee, IL 309-852-2610 

Long Heating & Cooling 
Macomb, IL, 309-837-4303 

Markley Heating & Cooling 
Bushnell, IL, 309-772-2631 

Neuhaus Heating & A/C 
Litchfield, IL, 217-324-2818 

R. Bedal Heating & Cooling 
Plano, IL, 630-552-1609 

R & H Plumbing & Heating, Inc. 
Altamont, IL, 618-483-6159 

Rightnowar HVAC 
Keenes, IL 618-732-8268 

Scranton Refrigeration 
Mt. Sterling, IL, 217-773-2626 

Service Pro 
Galesburg, IL, 309-341-0791 

South Side Hardware 
Greenfield, IL, 217-368-2705 

Stevens Heating & Air Conditioning 
Quincy, IL, 217-222-5220 

Tarter Bros. Mechanical 
Lincoln, IL, 217-735-4117 

Weeke Sales & Service 
Okawville, IL, 618-243-5333 

Weidner Refrigeration, Inc. 
Divernon, IL, 217-628-3400 

Geothermal systems provide us with a 
bountiful harvest of heating and cooling 
energy any day of the year. Propane 
and natural gas prices are on a dramatic 
increase and a GeoComfort geothermal 
system can provide you with a 
permanent “iocked-in” low energy 
cost. It’s like owning your own power 
plant. 

Installing a geothermal heating and 
cooling system can save over 70% on 
monthly utility bills that use propane 
or natural gas. 

Designed to transfer the Earth’s free 
energy from the ground to your home, 
geothermal systems by GeoComfort will 
reduce your heating and cooling costs 
while improving your home comfort. 
GeoComfort heating and cooling 
systems use leading technology to 
produce top efficiencies in the HVAC 
industry. 

GeoComfort’s network of knowledgeable 
dealers can help you save up to 70% on 
your heating and cooling bills. We 
would be glad to help you with all your 
geothermal questions and needs. 

m 
Geothermal Heating, Cooling, and Hot 

Water Comfort Systems 



MARKETPLACE 
Erio Sales has moved 4 miles west 
of Chatham. 9525 McMillan Rd., 
Loami. Food serve equipment, pottery 
wheels and kilns. 217--971-8846, 971- 
8592,483-3223. 

Insulation — 4x8 sheets, foil-backed 
foam — also rolls of foil-bubble- 
pak insulation. All factory seconds. 
Contact Ken Nichols at 800-424- 
1256. 

Authorized rainbow distributor. 
Repairs, supplies and service. Living 
air purifiers. L & L Distributing, 
116 S. Van Buren St., Newton, IL 
62448. 618-783-3755. 

Filter queen/detender sales, service 
and supplies. For free information, 
call 800-753-5401, 618-948-2874, 
write She-N-I, Inc., RR 1, Allendale, 

Argo direct amphibious vehicles. 6 
and 8 wheel true all terrain vehicles. 
618-588-4444. www.ARGODIRECT 
6X6.com. Cause your ATV don’t float 
and your boat ain’t got wheels! 

Wanted to buy: Standing timber, most 
species. Pay top prices. Call 217-285- 
2760. 

Illinois Consulting Foresters, Inc. 
Timber Sales-Forest Management. 
We work for the landowner. 
www.illinoisconsultingforesters.org. 
Ph. 618-526-4251. 

Wanted to buy: Sassafras leaves, 
dandelions, mullein leaves, plantain, 
goldenseal, ginseng, bloodroot, other 
roots, barks, leaves, herbs. Price list. 
618-282-3267. 

Gulf shores beach condo for rent. 
2br/2ba/wd/pool/elev. 636-477-1099. 
www.ourgulfbeachcondo.com. 

Fiberglass, corrugated, 26-inch wide. 
8-10-12 long. 8ft.-$4- 12 ft.-$6. Large 
supply. Dongola, IL. 618-827-4737. 

Midwest Bird and Animal Swap & 
Sale. Oct. 29 and Nov 26 at Monroe 
County Fairgrounds, Waterloo, IL 
from 5:30 to Noon. 618- 939-6809. 

Horseshoeing - corrective, 
therapeutic and hot/cold shoeing. 
Available evenings and weekends. 
Call 217-971-4561. 

Wanted: Indian Artifacts of all kinds. 
Free appraisals. 309-543-3847 
evenings or leave message. 

IL 62410. 

Vacation cabins Ohio river, Shawnee 
National Forest, Elizabethtown, IL. 
Cedar Hill River Cabins, Ohio 
River National Scenic Byway, 
www.cedarhillriverresort.com. 
888-304-6319. 

Wanted to buy: Standing timber. All 
species. Pay top price. Clear or select 
cut. Call 815-434-4141. 

4' White Pine trees, delivers, planted, 
mulched. $54.50 per tree. Buy 10 
get 1 free. Call for other sizes and 
varieties available. Fall sale on 
red sunset maples. Price may vary 
according to geographic location. 
Call 217-886-2316. Leave message if 
not at home. 

MID-AMERICA 
Pole Barn Co. 

30 x 50 x 10 Galvalume 
$7,200.00 

Price includes material, delivery, 

construction, factory trusses, screws 
Price is subject to change without notice 

Open M - F 8 to 5 
1-866-456-0959 

ALASKA CRUISE May 24, June 21, July 5, August 16 or September 13,2007 
Make new friends and lifelong memories visiting the last of the 
wilderness-like areas in America. YMT’s Alaska travel vacations 
offer a six-day deluxe motor coach tour of Yellowstone and 
Grand Teton National Parks, as well as highlights of Canada 
and the Pacific Northwest. In Vancouver, B.C., you’ll sail 
onboard a 5-STAR Holland America Line Cruise ship for seven 
days and experience Alaska’s Inside Passage and see the 
spectacular glaciers, migrating whales and a wondrous maze 
of forested islands. Prices for this fabulous 15-day vacation 
start at only $1698 (per person, double occupancy) including 
all taxes and port charges. Departs from Salt Lake City with an 
overnight stay in Seattle before returning home. Airfare is extra 
and starts at $500. Space is limited on the motor coach, $100 
deposits are due now to reserve your tour. Add $150 for June 
and August and $300 for July departure dates.  

For information, reservations 
and brochure call: 

1 -800-888-8204 

Your Man 
Tours 

HEAR BETTER AND SAVE! 

Licensed Hearing Instrument Specialists 

1050 W. Hayward Drive 
Mt. Vernon, MO 65712 

800-354-1905 
526 N. Business 65 

Branson, MO 65616 

800-649-6242 

558 E. Mt. Vernon Blvd. 
Mt. Vernon, MO 65712 

800-372-4554 
601 S. 291 Hwy 

Liberty, MO 64068 

877-631-5115 
www. midamericahearing. com 

Basic Full Shell Digital Full Shell 

Now $ 195 Now $495 

•-AMERICA 
HEARING CENTER 

“OUR BEST...FOR LESS...IN A DAY” 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • October 2006 



Woodland cabin rentals: Two fully 
equipped cabins for daily-weekly 
rental. Large pond, walking trails. 
Near Shawnee National Forest. Visit 
woodlandcabins.net or call 618-457' 
7400. 

Starved Rock Lodge. All season 
resort in the State Park. Indoor 
pool, internet specials and events. 
www.starvedrocklodge.com 800-868- 
7625. A great one tank trip any 
season! 

Grass Fed Beef: No grain, just grass 
- all natural. Order Halves and 
Quarters now to avoid long waiting 
lists. Call 618-586-2488 or email 
beef@flying-s.com 

Visit scenic Hardin County Illinois’ 
First and Final Frontier. Borders Ohio 
River in Southern Illinois’ Shawnee 
Forest www.hardincountyil.org 
618-287-4333 

Chain Link Fencing, approx 10001 

6ft and 1000' 5ft. Posts, hardware, 
top rail, gates. $2150 You remove. 
217-868-2242 Effingham 

For Sale: Cashmere goats. All 
breeding stock to be sold. Call 
618-275-4336. 

30’ x 50’ x 10’ $7,999 
40’ x 60’ x 12’ $11,592 
60’ x 100’ x 16’ $25,149 
80’ x 100' x 16’ $32,991 
100’ x 150’ x 16’ $57,999 

Farm • Industrial • Commercial 
25 Year Warranty on Roof & Walls; 

Prices F.O.B. Mfg. Plants; 
Seal Stamped Blue Prints; 
Easy Bolt Together Design. 

PRICES INCLUDE COLOR SIDES 
& GALVALUME ROOF 

Arena Special 
(roof & frame) 

100’ x 100' x 14'...$33,805 

(Local codes may affect prices) 

VISIT 

OUR 

WEBSITE 

STEEL BUILDING SYSTEMS 

VISIT 

OUR 

WEBSITE 

Fax: 940-484-6746 email: lnfo@rhinobldg.com 
Website: http://www.RHINOBLDG.COM 

Toll Free 1-888-320-7466 

International company looking for 
individuals to be part of the next 
trillion $ industry. $1.2 million Mega 
Bonus Promotion. Product and 
business guarantee. 888-251-1538 

Fishing for a lake house? www.illinois 
lakehouses.com identifies almost 
100 lakes with properties for sale. 
Find info and exclusive realtors. For 
assistance call LakeHouse Jerry at 
630-533-7600 or 217-386-4220. 

Wanted to buy: 1930-1972 Pontiac 
cars or parts. Allen Ehlers, 165 Julien 
Dubuque Dr, Dubuque, IA 52003. 

WHITETAIL DEER HOW T0...DVD video 
of field dressing, care of meat, head 
and hide mounting, and processing 
the meat. $19.95 plus $4.25 shipping 
and handling to: Pierson MEat 
Processing, 994 South Mudline Road, 
Murphysboro, IL 62966. Phone: 
618-684-2014. E-mail: admin® 
piersonmeatprocessing.com 

Bay City General Store and Riverfront 
Lodging on the Ohio River. New 
rooms, AC, Dish. Plus antiques and 
MORE, www.baycitystoreandlodging 
ohioriver.com 

Go to our Web site 
for past issues of 
Illinois Country 

Living 
www.id.coop 

How to place an ad; 

1) Type or print ad neatly. 

2) Count words. Cost is $30 for up to the first 20 words. $1.50 each additional 
word. Ads with insufficient funds will not be printed. 

3) Prepayment is required. Include check or money order with ad for amount due. 
Also include address label from Illinois Country Living or other proof of Illinois 
electric cooperative membership. Only members of Illinois electric cooperatives 
may place Marketplace ads. 

4) Mail to: Illinois Marketplace, P.O. Box 3787, 8pringfield, IL 62708, by 
deadline. 

Deadlines: December issue - October 20; 
January issue - November 20. 

We reserve the right to reject any advertisement. Ads postmarked after the deadline will be placed in the 
next available issue. Non-members wishing to advertise should contact Denise Glittery at 800-593-2432 for 
information about display advertising. 

“The 
JUTSIDE 

WOODBURNING 
FURNACE 
“Since 1976" 

www.hcirdyheater.com 
Bates@hafclyheater, com 

All stainless steel construction 
- Heats home and household 

hot water 
• 10-year warranty 
• Connects to your existing 

central duct 
or hydronic system 

- Standard with bronze 
circulator pump 
and automatic draft 
combustion blower, and grates 

■ Units from 100,000 to 250,000 
BTU’s output 

■ Financing Available (new) 
■ Dealer Inquiries Welcome 

Hardy Manufacturing 
Company, Inc. 

12345 Road 505 
PHILADELPHIA, MS 39350 

(1-800-542-7395) 

10BILE HOME ROOF PROBLEMS? 

from 
'Tk& Mobile Uofae Roofwetr Specidiis-t 

STEEL ROOFING 
2" - 3" INSULATION 
ONE FOOT OVERHANG 
NO MORE ROOF RUMBLE 
LOWER UTILITY BILLS 

LILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING • www.icl.coop 



Drug Addiction 
Prevention 
What parents can do to help 
their children survive 

By Stacy Slatton, ICL Intern 

Nicole* was an above average 

student when she first tried 

alcohol at age 16. Soon after, 

she tried marijuana with a friend. It 

wasn’t long until she moved on to 

amphetamines, ecstasy, mushrooms, 

painkillers, special K, acid and any- 

thing else she could find. 

After graduation from high 

school, Nicole moved out of her par¬ 
ents’ house and in with some friends 

where she continued using and even 

tried selling drugs. “Drugs were al¬ 

ways easy to get. You could get them 

from dealers and friends of dealers. 

And sometimes people even offered 

them out of the blue.” 

Nicole is 22 now and has been 

drug free for more than a year. ““I 

finally decided to quit doing drugs 

when I met a great guy who didn’t 

approve of my lifestyle. I didn’t want 

to do anything to screw it up. I regret 

spending so much money on drugs. 

But mostly I regret doing drugs be¬ 

cause I now have memory problems. 

Since taking drugs it’s hard for me to 

remember information I’ve read or 

stories that people tell me.” 

According to the 2004 Illinois 

Youth Survey, conducted every two 

years, drug use in teenagers has been 

slightly increasing since 2002. That, 

along with the increasing popularity 

of methamphetamine in rural areas, 

makes drug prevention in teens a big 

issue. 

Many people think that drugs 

are only a problem in lower income 
areas in the bigger metropolitan cit¬ 

ies such as Chicago. That is not the 

case, however. “The reality is that 

affluent America and, in many cases, 

predominately Caucasians, is where 

the largest drug use is located,” says 

Illinois Drug Education Alliance 

(IDEA) Co-President Kathy Jobin. 

What can parents do? 
The notion that your child may 

be doing drugs is a scary concept. 

The first step to take is to get edu¬ 
cated. There are many valuable Web 

sites available just for parents. Here 

are two of them: 

Parents: The Anti'Drug 
The Web site www.theantidrug. 

com is a great resource for parents. 

It has important information about 

many types of drugs, tips on how to 

tell if your child is using drugs and 

advice on how to talk to your child. 

There’s a section to talk to other 

parents and a section where you can 

read how teens are feeling about par¬ 

ents, drugs and life in general. Think 

your child is using drugs? There’s a 

panic button on the site that gives a 
phone number where you can receive 

immediate help. 

Free Vibe 
The Web site www.freevibe.com 

has wonderful information for teens, 

but parents can also benefit. There’s 

a section on drug information, stories 

from teens who have used drugs and 

quit and advice on how to talk to a 

friend or loved one that you suspect 

is using drugs. There’s also a mes¬ 

sage board where you can connect 

with many different people and ask 

questions. Free Vibe is also the Web 

site of the “What’s your anti-drug” 

campaign that you may have seen on 

television. 

After getting educated about the 

different types of drugs, what’s the 
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next step you can take? The Web site 
www.theantidrug.com offers these 
steps that parents can take if they 
suspect their child is using: 
* Have the talk - let them know 
you know. Sit down and talk with 
your child; be sure to have the con¬ 
versation when they are not under 
the influence and you both have a 
lot of time. 
* Be specific. Tell your child 
specifically what you have observed 
about their behavior and appearance. 
Tell them why their changes have 
alarmed you and what evidence of 
drug usage you’ve found. Explain to 
them the dangers of the drugs they 
are abusing and that it’s your job to 
keep them safe. 
* Don’t make excuses. It’s natural 
to want to make excuses for your 
child if they miss family functions 
and extracurricular activities, but it’s 
not the right thing to do. 
* Try to remain calm and con* 
nect with him/her. Don’t accuse or 
insult your child when you’re talking 
to them. That will only push them 
away. Instead be firm but loving with 

your tone and try not to get hooked 
into an argument. Try to connect 
with them to find out why they’re 
making bad choices. Is it peer pres¬ 
sure? Curiosity? 
* Be prepared. More than likely 
your teen will deny using drugs, get 
angry and lash out at you. If they ask 
you about your past be honest but 
connect your experiences (if any) to 
bad consequences. 
* Act now. Begin to closely moni¬ 
tor your child. Ask them questions 
about who, what, when, where, etc. 
Set new rules for curfews and conse¬ 
quences for breaking the rules. Get 
them involved in new activities in 
order to meet new people. 

Prevention 
Drug prevention programs 

throughout the state have started to 
focus on alcohol, tobacco and mari¬ 
juana, explaining that they are con¬ 
sidered “gateway drugs.” A gateway 
drug is a drug that can lead to the use 
of more harmful drugs. 

“Few kids who have never tried 
alcohol, tobacco or marijuana are go¬ 
ing to go snort a line of cocaine,” says 
Jobin. “But 80 percent of cocaine 
users started with marijuana before 
moving on to cocaine.” Teaching 
teenagers the harmful affects of the 
gateway drugs will, in turn, prevent 
future use of drugs such as cocaine, 
methamphetamine and ecstasy. 

Prevention programs also tend 
to target sixth graders through se¬ 
niors in high school. “The average 
age of a first drink for a child in this 
country is 12 years old,” says Jobin. 

One approach to prevention 
is the creation of teen or youth 
hoards. The point of these boards j 
is to bring students together to 
teach them leadership and how m 
to handle peer pressure. “The 
great thing about these programs 
is that the kids are choosing to 
learn and they’re doing it on their i 
own time,” says Jobin. M 

Illinois Drug Education Alii- 
ance (IDEA) Youth Board 

IDEA is a statewide, vol- 
unteer group that focuses on ^ 
providing parent, student, school 

and community prevention groups 
the most up-to-date information on 
prevention. Visit www.bestofidea. 
com. For more information about 
joining the IDEA Youth Board con¬ 
tact Bea Gardner at (618) 395-4309 
ext 228 or Megan Edmondson at 
(618) 288-3100. 

Illinois Church Action on Alcohol 
& Addiction Problems (ILCAAAP) 
Teen Board 

ILCAAAP is a statewide, non¬ 
profit organization. “We work with 
churches, schools and community 
groups to prevent problems with 
alcohol, other drugs and gambling,” 
says Executive Director Anita Bedell. 
ILCAAAP works through education, 
public information and state legis¬ 
lature. Visit www.ilcaaap.com. Any 
high school student from central Illi¬ 
nois is invited to join the Teen Board 
by calling (217) 546-6871. 

Both of these organizations work 
really hard to give kids a drug-free 
outlet in which to devote their time; 
but is it enough? “It is so hard to 
measure prevention, but I would say 
that there’s a 90-95 percent chance 
that kids in these programs stay drug- 
free throughout high school,” says 
Jobin. 

“Everyone’s brain is impres¬ 
sionable up to age 25,” says Bedell. 
“The last to develop is the ability 
to see the long term effects of your 
decisions.” That’s why Youth Boards, 
Teen Boards and prevention pro¬ 
grams in general are so important. 

*Name has been changed to protect privacy 

Red Ribbon Week 
Red Ribbon Week, Oc¬ 

tober 21-29 this year, is 
designed to reach millions 
of students around the 
country. People wear red 

ribbons to communicate 
their choice to be drug-free. 
This tradition began when 

Mexican drug traffickers 
kidnapped and tortured 

Special Agent Enrique 
Camarena, a member 
of the U.S. Drug 
Enforcement Ad¬ 

ministration, to death. 
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DATEBOOK 

1 -2d, Land Of Oz Corn Maze 
near Ottawa. Open weekends. The maze 
trail is built in 10 acres of field corn. En¬ 
joy hot dogs, candy, ice cream and more. 
815-488-5000. 

6-8, Scarecrow Festival in downtown St. Charles. The 21st annual 
award-winning autumn festival offers free entertainment, hands-on fun for chil¬ 
dren, museum adventures, games, giveaways, old-fashioned carnival and the 
popular Scarecrow Contest. More than 100 handmade scarecrows are entered in 
the contest. View and vote for your favorites in five categories. Shop the huge 
“Autumn on the Fox” Craft Show featuring 200-plus artisans from across Illinois 
and the Midwest. Whimsy abounds around every comer! www.scarecrowfest.com 
or 800-777-4373. 

7-8, Antique Show and 
Flea Market at East Side School in 
McLeansboro. 8 a.m.-4 p.m. More than 
100 dealers will be on hand showcasing 
antiques and flea market items for sale. 
Food will be available. Free admission. 
618-643-4527. 

11, Community Health Fair 
at Southeastern Illinois College in Har¬ 
risburg. Come take advantage of 35 local 
and regional organizations that will be 
providing literature and health screen¬ 
ings. 618-252-5400. 

7-8, The 27th Annual Galena 
Country Fair in Grant’s Park in 
Galena. Original, handmade arts, crafts 
and fine arts; 150 juried booths. Country 
bake shop, farmers’ markets, children’s 
games. Fair food. Live entertainment. $1 
donation. 815-777-0817 or www.galena- 
countryfair.org. 

14, ColorFest Home Tours in 
Anna. Three homes and the historic St. 
Anne’s church will be open for touring from 
10 a.m.-4 p.m. Tickets are $10 per person. 
618-833-8745 or www.pastonline.org. 
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1 , O-Galena! Orienteering 
Festival at the Witkowsky State Wild¬ 
life Area in Hanover. 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Nav¬ 
igate scenic views, woodlands, hills and 
prairie with a topographical map and a 
compass. A cross-country sport for all 
ages and skill levels. Timed option; stag¬ 
gered starts. Rental compass $2. Rain or 
shine. $10 per person. Kids younger than 
6 are free. Maximum cost per family $40. 
815-858-9100 or www.jdcf.org. 

6-7, 13-14, 20-22, 
27-29, 31, Terror On 
The Square in Petersburg. Come get 
scared out of your mind in a 1930s fu¬ 
neral home. Is it real or are you just see¬ 
ing things? Come find out for yourself. 
www.terrorontheweb.com. 

7, Southern Illinois Renew¬ 
able Energy Tour presented by the 
Illinois Renewable Energy Association, 
Advanced Energy Solutions, Inc. and 
the American Solar Energy Society in 
Carbondale, Carterville, Pomona and 
Johnston City. Take a cruise through 
Southern Illinois’ beautiful wine country 
and view solar electric, solar hot water 
systems, passive solar and other energy 
systems both on grid and off grid. Go to 
the systems you want to or tour them all. 
Free. 618-893-1717. 

7, Family Day at Rogers Pump¬ 
kin Farm in Lomax. Enjoy a story¬ 
teller, tour a tipi, visit the tipi town, 
enjoy train rides and hayrack rides. 
217-449-486 or www.geocities.com/ 
rogerspumpkin. 



Illinois Country Living publishes event listings as space allows, giving preference to events of regional or statewide interest. Event 
listings are provided by the event sponsors and the Illinois Bureau of Tourism. The magazine assumes no responsibility for the ac¬ 
curacy of information submitted for publication and advises calling ahead to confirm dates and times. To be considered for inclusion, 
e-mail cwagner@aiec.coop or send listings and photographs (If sending photographs please include self-addressed stamped envelope) 
to Illinois Datebook, Illinois Country Living, PO Box 3787, Springfield, IL 62708-3787. The December deadline is October 15. 
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28-29, The Sixth Annual 
Galena Halloween Balloon 
Festival behind Country Inn and 
Suites in Downtown Galena. Twenty 
balloons are scheduled to lift off just 
after sunrise. Come see a balloon 
glow right before they launch. Kids 
of all ages can trick-or-treat at the 
balloon baskets on Saturday night. 
At 5:30 p.m. on Saturday night, en¬ 
joy a Halloween parade down Main 
Street. Free. 815-777-3600. 

30, Halloween Spooktacular 
in Bloomington. View or enter our 
pumpkin decorating contest with nu¬ 
merous categories including painted, 
carved, relief-carved, creative and floral 
pumpkins. Additional categories consist 
of Halloween decorated gingerbread 
houses, table centerpieces and other 
media pumpkins. Prizes will be given 
away by age and category and the “Best 
Overall” winner will be awarded a $100 
savings bond. 309-663-6474. 

1 4- 1 5 & 2 1 -22, A-MAZE-ing Corn Festival and Corn 
Maze at the Auburn United Methodist Church in Auburn. Enjoy pumpkin paint¬ 
ing, crafts, kids’ games, food, hay rides and the corn maze, which is open every 
weekend. Admission for the maze is $5, the festival is free. Saturdays 10 a.m.-5 p.m., 
Sundays 11 a.m.-5 p.m. www.auburn-umc.org or 217-438-3126. 

14, The 17th Annual Fall Review 
in Cambridge. This event will include 
a homemade country breakfast, lunch 
featuring famous Red Ham Loaves, a 
large indoor craft show, gourmet and 
frozen food shop, bakery and fudge shop, 
an elegant tea room and much more. All 
items are handmade and handcrafted. 
evroman@mchsi.com. 

15, “Christian Music Day” at 
the Country Bumpkin Pumpkin Patch, 
just pass Kansas. The concert is free with 
the purchase of an armband pass ($7 
ages 6 to adult, $3.50 ages 3 to 5). Local 
and area artists will be performing start¬ 
ing at 1 p.m. Bring lawn chairs and blan¬ 
kets as seating is limited. 217-948-0401 
or www.countrybumpkin.net. 

27-29, Halloween Murder 
Mystery Weekend at Eagle Ridge 
Resort & Spa in Galena. A hrain-teas- 
ing whodunit event where professional 
actors mix undetected with resort guests 
until the mystery is solved. Reserva¬ 
tions required. 800-892-2269 or www. 
eagleridge.com. 

Here’s An Idea 
Visit our Web site, www.icl.coop, and 
print an extra copy of Datebook to 
keep right in your car. Next time you 
are on the road looking for something 
fun the whole family will enjoy, you 
will have a whole list of things to do 
right in your glove box. 

28, Halloween in Bootiful 
Nauvoo. Spooky trail festivities include 
a lighted pumpkin walk, games, “Trunk 
or Treat,” a haunted house, music and a 
parade. 217-453-6648. 

28, The Little Egypt Barber¬ 
shop Chorus’ Annual Show at the 
Civic Center in Herrin. Performing will 
be the chorus, three local quartets and the 
Brooks Brothers Quartet from the St Louis 
area. There will be an afternoon matinee 
at 2 p.m. and an evening performance at 
7 p.m. After the evening performance is 
an “afterglow,” which is singing in a more 
informal way and a buffet of sandwiches, 
condiments, desserts and beverages. This 
is done in the lobby, rather than the audi¬ 
torium. 618-833-3228. 



£)o 6ti&urmg Of Loue 
A granddaughter is one of life's richest blessings. A precious 

bundle of "loving, caring and sharing," she always holds a 
special place in the heart of her grandmother! 

Now beloved Precious Moments® artist Sam Butcher 
celebrates this treasured relationship with "My 
Granddaughter, My Joy," a heartwarming premiere, available 
exclusively from Hamilton. A keepsake to treasure for a 
lifetime, this endearing sculpture is handcrafted of fine bisque 
porcelain and priced at just $45.00*, payable in two convenient 
installments of $22.50. 

Your satisfaction is guaranteed. To order, send no money 
now. Just complete and mail the Reservation Application today! 

COlleCtibleStOday. com 'Plus $5.99 total shipping and service. 

Home of The Hamilton Collection and All Things Collectible ©2005 Precious Moments, Inc. 
Licensee, The Hamilton Collection. 

RESERVATION APPLICATION 
The Hamilton Collection 
9204 Center for the Arts Drive 

09-00826-001-CSI1 
 1 

Send 
no money 

Niles, IL 60714-1300 now. 

“(vl9 Granddaughter. Mg Jog” 
Yes! Reserve "My Granddaughter, My Joy" for me as 
described in this announcement. 

Name  
(Please print clearly.) 

Address 

City 

State Zip 

Telephone ( 

Signature _ 
Orders subject to acceptance. 

09-00826-001-E38501 
Allow 4 to 6 weeks after initial payment for shipment. j 



You may not realize it, but your home is sitting on a free and renewable supply of energy. A WaterFurnace 

geothermal system taps into that source to provide dramatic energy savings and exceptional heating and cooling 

comfort for your home. In fact, many homeowners save as much as 60% in heating, cooling and hot water costs. 
And that’s money in the bank. It’s a smart investment in your family’s comfort. Call your local WaterFurnace 

dealer today to learn how to tap into your buried treasure, or call (800) GEO-SAVE. No pirate required. 

Anna 
Hartline Htg. & Clg. 
618-833-6802 

Belleville 
Bel-O Sales & Service, Inc. 
618-235-6626 

Decatur 
Design-Air Htg. & Clg. 
217-429-1105 
800-452-7845 

Mt. Vernon 
Holloway Htg. & Clg. 
618-242-5481 

Sullivan 
Rowland Plumbing & Htg. 
217-728-8025 

Sigman Htg. & A/C, Inc. 
618-234-4343 

Delavan 
Jeckel Plumbing & Htg. 
309-244-8265 

Murphysboro 
William’s A/C & Htg. 
618-864-3606 

Shelbyville 
Macari Service Center 
217-774-4214 

Bloomington 
Wm. Masters, Inc. 
309-662-8481 

Effingham 
Jansen's Htg. & A/C 
217-347-5223 

Pana 
Macari Service Center 
217-562-3631 

Steelville 
William’s A/C & Htg. 
618-965-2040 

Brighton 
Den-Son Inc. Htg. & Clg. 
618-372-8375 

Flora 
Electro-Electric 
618-662-4520 

Paxton 
Houston Plumbing 
800-379-2165 

Taylorville 
Yard Htg. & Clg. 
217-824-4737 

Canton 
Easley Mechanical 
309-647-3450 

Forrest 
Kupferschmid, Inc. 
815-657-8147 

Peru 
Pro’s Htg. & Clg. 
815-223-0715 

Thomasboro 
Hoveln Htg. & Clg. 
217-643-2125 

Charleston 
LD Mechanical Contractors, Inc. 
217-345-9633 

Gibson City 
Houston Plumbing 
800-379-2165 

Petersburg 
Collins Plumbing & Htg. 
217-632-3670 

Tuscola 
Triangle Htg. & Clg. 
217-253-5400 

Chester 
De Rousse Htg. & A/C, Inc. 
618-826-4359 

Goodfield 
Hinrichsen 
309-965-2604 

Pittsfield 
Peters Htg. & A/C, Inc. 
217-285-1600 

Vandalia 
Hunter Appliance Htg. & Clg. 
618-283-3224 

Cissna Park 
Boyce Electric 
815-457-2700 

Harrisburg 
William’s A/C & Htg. 
618-864-3606 

Pontiac 
Kupferschmid, Inc. 
815-842-3812 

Vienna 
Hartline Htg. & Clg. 
618-833-6802 

L & R Heating and Cooling 
815-457-2097 

Cobden 
Davis Heating and Cooling 
618-893-2821 

Collinsville 
Bel-O Sales & Service, Inc. 
618-344-3434 

Columbia 
Bel-O Sales & Service, Inc. 
618-281-8118 

Damiansville 
Toennies Service Co. 
618-248-5130 

Lawrenceville 
Tracy Electric 
618-943-2243 

Lincoln 
Albert Service Htg. & A/C 
217-735-9990 

Litchfield 
Snell’s Plumbing & Htg. 
217-324-4560 

Macomb 
Arnold Brothers Htg. & Clg. 
309-833-2852 

Quincy 
Peters Htg. & A/C, Inc. 
217-222-1368 

Virden 
Snell’s Plumbing & Heating 
217-965-3911 

Red Bud 
De Rousse Htg. & A/C, Inc. 
618-826-4359 

Waterloo 
Sigman Htg. & A/C, Inc. 
618-234-4343 

Salem 
Booher Tin Shop 
618-548-1295 

Toennies Service Co. 
618-248-5130 

Springfield 
Collins Plumbing & Htg. 
217-793-8031 

Watseka 
R & M Electric 
815-432-4062 

Marion 
D & C Sheetmetal 
618-997-6577 

A 
waterfurnace.com | (800) GEO-SAVE 

WaterFurpace is a registered trademark of WaterFurnace Interflatfdrtal, Inc. 


