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Home Work 10 
Whether you telecommute, run a home-based 
business, or are just getting tired of running your 
family’s business from the kitchen table, you 
should consider an updated home office area. 
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COMMENTARY ILLINOIS 

An Arborist's Advice 
Planting, pruning, managing, 
and enjoying trees 

On July 10,1949, Illinois 
became the eighth state 

to agree to have the last Friday 
in April designated as Arbor 
Day. That was 56 years ago. 
Arboriculture has come a long 
way in that time, through scien¬ 
tific research and the efforts of 
those dedicated to enhancing bet¬ 
ter tree care. Today we’ve made 
many changes in the way we 
manage and care for trees. 

As a young boy growing up 
in the 1950s, I learned from my 
grandfather to appreciate trees. I 
would spend as much time with 
him as I could while on summer 
vacation. Together we would put 
in hot beds to raise garden plants 
to be sold to the local farm store. 
Grandpa always said the money 
from the sale of garden plants 
was our fishing money, although 
I don’t think Grandma always 
agreed with him. 

It was on those fishing trips 
with him, on a creek near Funks 
Grove, that I started to learn 
about trees. I got my first taste 
of sassafras tea, and ate some 
red haws, although there is not 
much to them. And I learned 
to not sit on the ground under a 
honey locust tree. We gathered 
walnuts, hickory nuts, and 
papaws. Back then I had no idea 
what arboriculture was, much 
less did I know that some day I 
would become an International 
Society of Arboriculture(ISA) 
Certified Arborist and Utility 
Specialist and hold the position of 
Vegetation Manager for Com Belt 
Energy Corporation. 

I learned a lot about trees 

from my grandfather. But to 
properly manage vegetation for 
an electric cooperative and the 
line clearance and right-of-way 
program, it helps to have some 
education in both arboriculture 
and electricity. 

Today, more than ever, 
proper right-of-way management 
and maintenance are critical to 
providing reliable power. Many 
schools, hospitals, and businesses 
depend on the safe and reliable 
flow of electricity. Co-ops are 
stepping up to the challenge by 
incorporating proper arborist 
standards. 

Illinois electric cooperatives 
are relatively small utilities, 
but co-ops maintain thousands 
of miles of line. It is their on¬ 
going commitment to train and 
educate their employees in utility 
arboriculture that is making a real 
difference in reliability, safety, and 
tree health. 

Co-ops are applying the 
most up-to-date utility arborist 
methods in the management of 
line clearance and right-of-way 
programs. For example, co-ops are 
using the latest ANSI (American 
national standards institute) 
A300 pruning standards, ANSI 
Z133 safety standards, using four- 
year pruning cycles to reduce cost 
and increase reliability for our 
members, tree-growth regulators 
to slow the growth of the trees, 
trade-a-tree programs, and 
attending annual training such as 
the Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives’ utility arborist 
workshops. 

At the workshops, the utility 

www.icl.coop 

arborist learns tree biology, 
physiology and anatomy, tree 
growth rate by species, proper 
pruning methods that are the best 
for tree health, and at the same 
time, allowing enough conductor 
clearance for safety, hot weather 
sag, high wind sway, and ice 
loading. 

Today, Illinois cooperatives 
are proactive. In their right-of- 
way management, co-ops use 
special herbicides to control 
only unwanted vegetation while 
leaving smaller vegetation to 
provide an area for wildlife to 
feed and nest. Quail, wild turkey, 
pheasants, deer, and many types of 
songbirds and butterflies all benefit 
from this improved right-of-way 
habitat. I have walked many 
cooperative rights of way in my 
time and have seen these things 
first hand. There is nothing more 
pleasing to the eye than seeing 
an eastern blue bird standing in 
tall grass blowing in the breeze or 
watching five or six wild turkeys 
scurrying down the right of way. 

(Continued on page 6) 

Cal Williams is the Manager of 
Vegetation Safety & Fleet for 
Com Belt Energy Corporation. 
He is an ISA Certified Arborist, 
Certified Utility Specialist in 
arboriculture, and NRECA 
Certified Loss Control 
Professional in the field of 
safety. 

The opinions and views of guest commen¬ 
tators are their own and may not represent 
those of the Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives or the electric co-ops of 
Illinois. 
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“After 30 years I can 
walk for the first time 

WITH NO PAIN!” 

If you suffer from one or more of 
these problems, then you owe it to 
yourself to try the remarkable LUXIS 
LEATHER INSOLES. They are an 
amazing discovery from Europe, and 
guaranteed to end foot pain, or your 
money back. 

LUXIS’ specially designed meta¬ 
tarsal support helps your feet assume 
their proper posture and balance. 
They help redistribute your body 
weight naturally, thereby eliminating 
painful uneven pressures that can 
cause sore, burning feet, corns, cal¬ 
luses, bunions, sore heels or ankles 
and foot problems of all types. 

It’s a proven fact that aching feet 
can also be the cause of pain in legs, 
back and may even be responsible for 
headaches. 

Like other foot pain sufferers you 
may have tried new shoes, store 
bought inserts or supports with little 
or no relief from your foot pain. 

Don’t despair! GUARANTEED 
FOOT PAIN RELIEF IS NOW AVAIL¬ 
ABLE and at an affordable price. 

“I had sore feet for a long 
time, but not anymore thanks 
to your insoles. ” 

—E.S., Lancaster, PA 

LUXIS LEATHER INSOLES are con¬ 
toured to give your feet the necessary 
metatarsal support they need to 
restore proper balance and are 
specially constructed to relieve pres¬ 
sure and add gentle support to the 

END SORE 
ACHING FEET! 
Which of these foot ailments 

cause you pain? 
□ CORNS 

□ CALLUSES 
□ BUNIONS 
□ FLAT FEET 
□ PAIN IN THE 

BALLS OF YOUR FEET 
□ BURNING NERVE 

ENDINGS 
□ CRAMPING 

□ PAINFUL ANKLES 
□ HAMMERTOES 

arch of your foot. A cushiony soft pad 
in LUXIS LEATHER INSOLES absorbs 
shock. These amazing insoles shape 
themselves to your feet for a true 
customized fit. 

“The insoles are fantastic. 
I’ve suffered with foot prob¬ 
lems all my life. Suddenly, I 
can walk in comfort. ” 

—L.C., White Plains, NY 

LUXIS LEATHER INSOLES are 
handcrafted from 100% sheep leather 
which lets your feet breathe naturally. 
They are soft, long wearing, absorbent 
and conform to your feet. These 
insoles are not available at any price in 
any store but only through this special 
limited mail-order offer. 

Once you slip a pair into your 
shoes, you’ll never want to walk 

without them. Your toes will uncurl, 
pressure will disappear and cramps 
will vanish. 

Pamper your feet with the 
all-day comfort that only genuine 

LUXIS LEATHER INSOLES 
provide. So thin and 

light you can wear 
them in any 

shoes. 

30 DAY NO - RISK OFFER 

Try LUXIS LEATHER INSOLES for 
30 days. If you are not 100% satisfied, 
simply return them for a prompt full 
refund of your purchase price. What 
could be more fair! 

© LUXIS INTERNATIONAL, 712 N. 34th Street, 
Seattle, WA 98103-8881 

Visit our website at www.luxis.com 

30 DAY RISK-FREE OFFER 

LUXIS INTERNATIONAL, Dept LIC075 
| 712 N. 34th Street, Seattle, WA 98103-8881 

I YES! Please send me LUXIS LEATHER INSOLES on your 30 Day No-Risk Trial Offer. 
IMPORTANT: Please indicate shoe size(s) below: 

Women’s Size(s) Men’s Size(s)  

IQ 1 pair for $14.95 plus $3.00 Postage & Handling. WA residents add 8.8% sales tax. 

□ SAVE $10.00 — 2 pair for only $25.90 plus FREE Postage & Handling. 

| $ payment enclosed OR charge my □ VISA □ MasterCard. 

| Card# Exp. Date 

| Print Name 

j Address  

State Zip 
-I 



ILLINOIS CURRENTS NEWS LEGISLATION TRENDS RESEARCH 

ILLINOIS 
COMMENTARY 
(Continued from page 4) 

Illinois electric cooperatives 
are committed to being good 
stewards of the environment 
while at the same time providing 
safe, reliable, and low-cost elec¬ 
tricity to our members. Trees and 
power lines can co-exist through 
proper vegetation management. 

On November 24, 2004, 
a number of Illinois electric 
cooperatives experienced an 
untimely ice storm over the 
Thanksgiving holiday. With our 
own crews, and the kind help 
from a number of other Illinois 
cooperatives, crews worked day 
and night to restore power to 
our cooperative membership. 
Due to the wind and ice, our 
cooperative had 75 broken poles, 
36 downed wires, and six tree- 
related problems. Other Illinois 
cooperatives experienced similar 
problems. While we cannot 
predict when and what Mother 
Nature will throw at us, we 
can remain proactive with our 
vegetation management programs 
and keep our tree problems and 
outages to a minimum. 

I encourage you to put a little 
future in your life and plant a 
tree. Just make sure it’s the right 
tree in the right place. My friends 
still call me a tree hugger. They 
are right. Last fall, I planted three 
papaws in my arboretum. If my 
grandfather were here today, he 
would be helping me plant trees. 
In a way, I think he is. 

“We ought to bequeath to 
posterity as many forests and 
orchards as we have exhausted 
and consumed.“ - J. Sterling 
Morton, Arbor Day 1885. 

For more information to 
prevent tree and utility conflicts 
when planting trees go to www. 
isa-arbor.com or www.arborday. 
org. 

Governor Signs "Co-op Bill" Into Law 
A federal regulation meant to improve highway safety unfortunately also 

limited the amount of time that electric and telephone line personnel could 
work during an outage. Fortunately, Illinois Governor Rod Blagojevich, on 
May 24, signed into law House Bill 1411, which deals with “hours-of-service” 
truck driving regulations. Sponsored by Rep. Jay Hoffman (D-Collinsville), 
HB 1411 was earlier approved by the Illinois House by a vote of 116-0 and the 
Illinois Senate by a vote of 56-0. HB 1411, which has an immediate effective 
date, is now Public Act 94-001 and is the first new law of the current 94th 
Illinois General Assembly. 

The Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives (AIEC) drafted the 
legislation and had strong support from the Illinois Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers (IBEW), Illinois investor-owned utilities, the Illinois Farm Bureau, 
and the Illinois Telephone Cooperative Association. 

“Our co-op directors, managers, and employees were very concerned that 
this regulation could have prevented timely restoration of power during an 
emergency,” says Don Wood, Vice President of Government Relations for the 
AIEC. “We are very grateful to the sponsors of this legislation, the IBEW, Farm 
Bureau, and other utilities for their unanimous support of this legislation.” 

HB 1411 provides relief from hours-of-service truck driving regulations 
as these regulations apply to cooperative and other utility service vehicle 
drivers while they are dealing with utility service interruption emergencies. 
These regulations were originally instituted primarily to ensure that over-the- 
road truckers not drive continuously for long hours without sleeping. The 
regulation’s application, however, also extended to utility service workers, 
whose driving habits are different in that they only drive periodically as part of 
their duties. 

Under HB 1411, upon being notified by a cooperative of a utility service 
interruption emergency (an outage or other interruption of utility service), 
the Illinois Department of Transportation must then issue an emergency 
declaration. That declaration will allow co-op workers responding to the emer¬ 
gency to be exempt from hours-of-service regulations while doing the necessary 
maintenance or repair work to restore service. 

Language that would totally exempt utility service vehicle drivers from all 
hours-of-service regulations has been passed by both the U.S. House and U.S. 
Senate as part of the federal highway reauthorization legislation. That federal 
legislation now moves to a conference committee. Committee members will 
attempt to resolve unrelated funding differences between the Senate and 
House bill versions. Unfortunately, 
this difference may not he quickly 
resolved. Until then, HB1411, 
which became known as the “co-op 
bill” at the Capitol building, will 
allow cooperatives to fulfill their 
mission to “keep the power on” 
for their memher/owners without 
having to worry about violating the 
law. 

A new Illinois law addresses 
a problem caused by a federal 
regulation that could have 
prevented linemen from driving 
during long outage emergencies 

% 
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Students Improve School Lighting 
When students are given a 

challenge, they often exceed 

expectations. GCMS High School 

in Gibson City is a perfect example. 

Over the past two years, high school 

students in Mr. Kaufmann’s Math class 

and Ms. Wade’s Family and Consumer 

Sciences class worked together to 

investigate ways to reduce energy use 

at GCMS. Using EnergyNet’s project' 

based learning curriculum, they idem 

tihed the need to replace their school’s 

lighting. 

After gathering data and 

researching options, these enterprising 

students submitted a grant request to 

the Illinois Clean Energy Community 

Foundation. They were awarded 

$31,728 for their lighting project. 

“It was a terrific experience,” says 

Kaufmann. GCMS High School was 

provided the EnergyNet curriculum through a grant from Eastern Mini Electric 

Cooperative (EIEC) and the Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives. 

“The cooperatives have been great partners,” says EnergyNet director Carol 

Timms. “In particular, EIEC staff visited the schools with us and offered 

teachers and students their expertise.” 

EnergyNet is a proven classroom-based project that instructs students in 

reducing school energy costs while they learn. Over the past 10 years, par¬ 

ticipating schools have decreased school energy costs an average of 15 percent. 

Nancy Nixon, Marketing Administrator for the Association of Illinois 

Electric Cooperatives, says, “EnergyNet is win-win. Students are learning, 

schools are saving tax dollars, and our communities are benefiting.” 

For information on EnergyNet contact Director Carol Timms, (217) 359- 

9442. 

Students from QCMS High 
School in Qibson City, with 
research help from Eastern 
Illini Electric Cooperative 
and EnergyNet, and a grant 
from the Illinois Clean Energy 
Community Foundation, have 
replaced their schooVs outdated 
lighting with new energy 
efficient lights. 

County Fairs — an 
Illinois Tradition 
You Shouldn't Miss 

From famous fair food to harness races, 

county fairs are down-home celebrations of our 

heritage. A county fair is a great place to enjoy a 

family getaway on just about any weekend this 

summer. 

To find a complete list of Illinois county fairs, 

go to www.agr.state.il.us and click on "County 

Fair Schedule." 

The oldest county fair in Illinois is the 

Macoupin County Fair. According to Illinois 

Department of Agriculture records, it was 

organized Jan. 1,1852, a year before the first 

Illinois State Fair. 

DeKalb County has the largest county fair¬ 

grounds in Illinois—171 acres. At four acres in 

size, Gallatan County has the smallest county 

fairgrounds in Illinois. The Peoria County Fair is 

often the largest with nearly a quar¬ 

ter million people passing 

through the gates. 

Grab a 

corndog, 

some 

lemonade, 

and enjoy 

the tradition. 

The Shortcut to Government Information 
Are you looking for information on Social Security, a way to finance a 

college education, or starting a small business? Log onto FirstGov.gov, the 

U.S. government's official Web portal with millions of federal, state, and 

local government Web pages. Renew your driver's license, shop government 

auctions, apply for federal benefits, find recreation activities, and much more 

all from the comfort of your home at FirstGov.gov. 

Discovered that your passport has expired? Don't worry, you can renew 

online from FirsfGov.gov. Just click on "Get a Passport Application" to apply 

for a passport renewal. Need to obtain your birth certificate, locate federal 

forms, register your vehicle, or apply for a federal job? It can all be done 

online at FirstGov.gov. 

If you're shopping around for a used car, FirstGov.gov can help. Click on 

"Shop Government Auctions" from FirstGov.gov's homepage to find out how 

to buy a pre-owned vehicle from the federal government. And while you're 

searching for a "new-to-you" vehicle, check out how you can use online links 

to purchase other surplus or seized government property, savings bonds, or 

even mementos from presidential libraries and museums. 

Planning a road trip to one of our breathtaking national parks? Use 

FirstGov.gov to make your planning easier. Click on "Find Recreation 

Activities" to search recreation areas by state, reserve a campsite, or buy 

federal recreation passes. Take the scenic route to your destination by 

exploring "America's Byways." And before you leave, visit FirstGov.gov to 

check the weather, traffic, and road closures nationwide. 

Whether you need to file a change of address, contact your represen¬ 

tative in Congress, or apply for college loans, you can do it all at FirstGov. 

gov. It's all organized by subject — not by confusing government terms. If 

you need more assistance, check out "Your Most Asked Questions" or just 

follow the "We Answer Your Questions" link to e-mail your questions and 

comments. You'll have your e-mail answer in less than two business days. 

Or if you'd rather speak directly to someone, just call toll-free 1 (800) FED 

INFO, (that's 1 -800-333-4636) Monday through Friday 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. 

Eastern Time for the same great information. 
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The Value of Electricity 
Inflation 

Gasoline 

Electricity 

Bread 

Milk 

Bananas — 

! T \ ^ I 
0.0% 1.0% 2.0% 3.0% 4.0% 5.0% 

From 1994 to 2004, the average annual percent increase for the price of electricity has been 
only 0.3 percent.This is well below the rate of inflation for various common consumer items and also 
well below the rate of inflation itself. 

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics; NRECA 

New Illinois Entrepreneurship 
Network Web Site Launched 

The Illinois Entrepreneurship Network (IEN) was 
recently launched to help create jobs and high-growth 
businesses across Illinois. Throughout the state, small- 
business owners looking to expand their companies can 
connect with business experts through local entrepreneur- 
ship centers and many other economic development cen¬ 
ters supported by the Illinois Department of Commerce 
and Economic Opportunity (DCEO). The first innovative 
effort of the network is a new IEN Web site, www. 
ienconnect.com, which features a free business needs 
assessment and a referral within 24 hours for personalized, 
face-to-face assistance. Look for the “Resources” section of 
this Web site for some new tools and detailed information 
to help small businesses. 

Also, a new business portal at www.business.Illinois.gov 
can help businesses find the information they need from 
state government all in one place. 

Entrepreneurs, who call toll-free to the IEN infor¬ 
mation center at (800) 252-2923, can also connect with 
service representatives who will assess their business con¬ 
cerns and direct them to the local resources that best meet 
their needs. 

Learn to Prune Trees Properly 
A new feature of the Arbor Doy Foundation's Web site will teoch you 

how to properly prune shade trees. Sounds and animation make the tutorial 

enjoyable and effective. You can watch pruned and unpruned trees grow side 

by side. 

Go to www.aborday.org/pruning. Also, click on "Trees," then "Right Tree, 

Right Place" to learn about choosing the right tree and planting location. Be 

sure and contact your local electric co-op if the trees you plan to prune are 

near power lines. If the pruning job is too difficult or dangerous contact a 

certified arborist. Go to www.isa-arbor.com/findArborist/findarborist.aspx, to 

find a certified arborist near you. 

Proper Pruning Principles 

Conifers 
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Old House - Old Wiring 
If you have an old house with old wiring, 

how do you know if repairs are necessary? 

How extensively and costly 
can such repairs be? 
Electrical systems age and deteriorate just like any 

man-made product, and as they get older need to be 

monitored more frequently. As homes grow in their 

dependence on electricity with the addition of rooms, ap¬ 

pliances large and small, and entertainment and computer 

equipment, electrical systems designed to handle lower 

electrical demands expected at an earlier point in time 

can become overburdened and problems can develop. 

The CPSC and ESFI recommend electrical inspections 

for houses that are: 

• More than 40 years old, 

• More than 10 years old that has been renovated or 

added a major appliance, and 

• Sold, by the new owner, to provide them with a clear 

understanding of the home’s electrical system’s capac¬ 

ity, limitations, potential hazards, and opportunities. 

An “electrical inspection” is different from a “home 

inspection” in that it comprehensively covers only the 

electrical system, whereas the home inspection goes skin- 

deep on the structure, plumbing, electrical system, and 

other aspects of the house. Your local city, county, or state 

should have an electrical inspector’s office, or a qualified, 

licensed electrician can do the inspection. The inspection 

will help identify problems like frequently blowing fuses or 

tripping circuit breakers, loose connections at outlets, older 

and deteriorated wiring, and outdated and overburdened 

electrical service. 

Repairs could be minor and nominal in cost, such as 

the cleaning and tightening of connections or the addi¬ 

tion of outlets; or more involved and running into several 

thousand dollars, such as the addition of circuits and 

subpanels, replacement of degraded wiring, or, particularly 

with older homes, a “heavy-up” — that is, upgrading the 

electrical service from, for example, 60 amp or 100 amp ser¬ 

vice to the home to 200 amp service better able to handle 

today’s electric demands. A qualified, licensed electrician 

can determine if repairs or upgrades are necessary and 

can estimate the cost. 

Source: www.electrical-safety.org 
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Learning better 

ORGANIZATION 

working in 

COMFORT 

and doing it in 

STYLE 

By Paula Deimling 

One out of 10 U.S. homes 
has a dedicated home 
office, according to the 

National Association of Home 
Builders. The association expects 
that number to grow in the next 
decade. 

If you’ve been thinking about 
setting up a home office, now is a 
great time to take action. 

Whether you need space for 
telecommuting, a home business, 
or a household office, you’re part of 
a national trend. And that means 
there are more choices than ever 
before as furniture, technology, and 
storage-unit manufacturers come 
up with products and ideas for the 
growing market of people setting 
up work spaces in their homes. 

But before rushing out to buy 
a lot of furniture and equipment, 
first create a plan, says Stephanie 
Denton, immediate past President 
of the National Association of Pro¬ 
fessional Organizers. 

Three steps Denton recom¬ 
mends for getting started: choose 
the space that the office will occu¬ 
py; rid the space of items you won’t 
need; and think through exactly 

how the office will be used. 
These days, use of technology 

can dominate that home office 
planning process. In many ways, 
the home office has become a me¬ 
dia center, says Office Depot’s Di¬ 
visional Merchandise Manager for 
Furniture and Accessories, Kirby 
Salgado. Traditional office products 
and high-speed Internet technolo¬ 
gies work side by side. 

One person who blended 
the high-tech and the homey is 
Lisa Kanarek, home office expert, 
founder of HomeOfficeLife and 
author of Home Office Solutions: 
Creating a Space that Works for 
You (Rockport Publishers) and 
Organizing Your Home Business 
(Socrates Media). 

Kanarek designed her own 
home office with French doors and 
windows looking out in the back 
yard, a window seat, and white 
oak furniture. The office provides 
a quiet working space and yet can 
be used as overflow space when she 
and her husband entertain. Her 
home is wired with a high-speed 
Internet connection, she can work 
anywhere in the house—even on 
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the patio overlooking the family 
swimming pool. 

Even though she doesn’t al¬ 
ways work in her office, Kanarek 
says it’s still important to have a 
designated place for work items 
and files. 

Dr. James Davis has turned 
his whole house into what he calls 
“an Internet cafe.” A researcher 
with the Harvard-Smithsonian 
Center for Astrophysics, Davis has 
an office at the Center, as well as a 
room in his home designated as the 
office. But usually (and especially 
when visiting colleagues stay at his 
house), the family room and living 
spaces become “the office.” He and 
his wife and visitors each work at 
laptop computers, using a wireless 
router. 

The secret to your home of¬ 
fice success is to take ideas from 
experts, but make an office that fits 
your style and personality. Once 
you’ve created a plan, here are 
some ways to get started. 

Christopher Lowell's white¬ 

wash and cherry Shore 

Collection, sold by Office 

Depot, has found particular 

favor with people who want 

less of an office look, 



Designing The Space 

The exciting part about cre¬ 

ating a home office is not 

having to follow the rigid, 

one-size-fits-all rules of the cor¬ 

poration, says Interior Designer 

Christopher Lowell. He says, 

“The office is about you being 

inspired.” 

Lowell says that to decide on 

the look of your office or work 

area, analyze how you’ve ar¬ 

ranged the rest of your house. 

Lowell recommends choos¬ 

ing a design theme for the of¬ 

fice. That will eliminate a lot of 

choices and you’ll be guided by 

what fits the theme and what 

doesn’t. The main goal should be 

creating an inspiring atmosphere, 

says Lowell. 

Not sure what colors to use 

in your office? Go to your closet 

and take out all your black and 

white clothing. What colors re¬ 

main? That’s a clue as to whether 

you prefer warm or cool shades. 

Paint your walls with rich deep 

color. It can he calming. And 

don’t paint your ceiling white, 

hut rather a medium shade of the 

room’s main color. 

“Make a home office a reflec¬ 

tion of who you are,” says Lowell, 

who hosts the Discovery Home 

Channel’s Christopher Lowell 

Show and Wall to Wall. 

Place mirrors at opposite 

ends of the room to expand the 

look of a small space and serve as 

a reminder to smile while doing 

business on the phone. 

Four wall-mounted frames 

across and four frames under¬ 

neath with cherished photos 

can remind you why you are 

working at home. It also keeps 

extra picture frames from clut¬ 

tering the desk. 

If you have only a small 

amount of money to spend on a 

home office, focus on accessories, 

lighting, and color, says Lowell. 

Track lighting will cast pools of 

light into the room. A matching 

pair of lamps on a desk can add 

character to an office. 

Replace regular light switch¬ 

es with dimmer switches, and 

regular light bulbs with compact 

fluorescent bulbs to save 75 per¬ 

cent on electricity. Fluorescent 

bulbs also give off less heat. 

Furnishing The Office 

V 

The desk will generally he the 

office’s largest focal point. A 

full pedestal desk has a wide 

flat top and drawers on both sides 

of the knee space. Workspace 

can he added to some desks with 

a connecting unit to create an 

L-shaped desk. An executive 

U-shaped desk can be created 

from three or four pieces, hut this 

configuration generally does not 

work well in small spaces. 

Joan Wright made her first 

home office desk using two fil¬ 

ing cabinets and a hollow veneer 

door that had a defect on one 

side and cost about $15. If it has 

a doorknob hole already drilled 

in, combine a piece of plywood, 

epoxy glue and a small glass to 

The right home office furniture con keep you inspired, organized, 

and productive. The Town Collection features Bordeaux-colored 

pieces accented by tempered glass doors. 

create a pencil holder, or arrange 

it so that cables run through 

the hole. One of Wright’s later 

desks cost $2,000. The “door 

desk” and expensive handmade 

desk worked just the same, says 

Wright, who has worked for a 
number of major companies from 

home offices in Maine, Kentucky, 

and Ohio. 

“Furniture evolves as the 

technology evolves,” observes 

Salgado from Office Depot. 

Susan Shanbar and her sister, 

Marjorie Rubin, operate a pro¬ 

motional products and apparel 

company, Plentyfull Presents, 

from home offices. Shanbar just 

upgraded from a personal com¬ 

puter to a laptop. 

“I got rid of the tower and 

all the wires. It’s wonderful,” she 

says, marveling at the extra desk 

space that resulted. 

Because of laptops, writing 

desks have come hack into vogue 

in some home offices. Still, of- 

JULY 2005 www.aiec.coop 
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fice furniture manufacturers are 
building in grommets for cord 
and cable access. 

Another evolution has been 
in the aesthetics of office furnfi 
ture. People want a more resi¬ 
dential look to office furniture 
in their homes, so today’s office 
furniture is both functional and 
beautiful. 

If you are ready to upgrade 
from the functional but utilitar¬ 
ian “door desk” Denton recom¬ 
mends buying an L-shaped desk. 
This allows you to work in one 
area, and have your current or 
forthcoming projects within easy 
reach. An L-shaped desk can be 
created by buying modular units 
to add to a desk. 

Another desk option is a 
computer armoire or a credenza 
with a hutch. With many fur¬ 
niture lines, matching pieces— 
credenzas, bookcases, storage 
cabinets, lateral, and upright file 
pedestals—can be bought to co¬ 
ordinate with a desk or at a later 
time. 

If you already have a desk 
but aren’t happy with your office, 
consider rearranging the room. 
Sometimes making a U-shaped 
arrangement of existing furniture 
or adding more bookcases will 
enable you to use the space more 
efficiently. If your home office 
is in a corner of a room and you 
want additional privacy, design 
some sort of a physical separa¬ 
tion. A portable folding screen is 
one solution. 

Beware of two tendencies. 
Typically home offices become 
the dumping ground for the 
household’s unwanted furniture. 
That old dining-room chair is 
not the best choice when you’ll 
be sitting at the computer for 
hours at a time. Invest in a good 
adjustable, ergonomically de¬ 
signed chair. “Make-do pieces 
can slow productivity,” says Den¬ 
ton. 

Another common tendency 
(and taker-up of space) in home 
offices is defective equipment 
brought home from the company, 

(Paper) Flow I Getting Into The 
■ ■ ■ ■ Working at home you gen¬ 

erally won’t have the 
same administrative help 

that you would on site at a com¬ 
pany. This means having to create 
and maintain a system for both 
everyday paper work and its even¬ 
tual storage. 

Stephanie Denton, Presi¬ 
dent of Denton & Company in 
Cincinnati, says paper flow is 
as important as furniture and 
technology. Despite the efficient 

pleasure of e-mail (or is it a night¬ 
mare) paper is still an every-day 
dilemma. 

Create an old fashioned or 
new fangled in-box. Then follow 
this time honored formula by sort¬ 
ing it in to one of four places: dis¬ 
carded, passed on to be handled 
by another person, kept for future 
reference, or acted upon. 

Organizational problems in 
the home office stem from items 
being out of place, says Aslett, 

observes Don Aslett, author of 
The Office Clutter Cure (Adams 
Media). Your intention might be 
to fix and use the equipment, but 
often it just gathers dust. 

Despite the promise of 

a paperless office every 

home office worker still has 

the challenge of keep¬ 

ing paper files organized. 

Your office should at least 

include file cabinets like this 

one built into the desk. 



whose five books and one CD 

on clutter reflect the countless 

offices he has cleaned, as chair¬ 

man of the board of Varsity 

Contractors. About 80 percent 

of organization, he believes, is 

one’s attitude rather than not 

having the right filing or storage 

system. 

We under-estimate the 

amount of paperwork we have 

to deal with, he says. Too much 

paper can have far-reaching ef¬ 

fects. Office clutter—both in 

the corporate and home office- 

makes you late, takes up space, 

hurts your image and announces 

your “ability status.” A cluttered 

office says we’re not available 

and not entirely in control. 

The old in and out box may not be high tech, but they still help you 

manage paper work. And they come in a variety of different home 

office themes like this wicker set from the Borneo Desk Collection. 

A Place For Everything 

The experts agree: assign a 

place for specific items in the 

office. 

“If you have a place for an 

item, it takes five seconds to find,” 

says Aslett. If you know the gen¬ 

eral vicinity of an item, it may 

take five minutes to find. If the 

information is in one of numerous 

piles, it can take hours. 

Organization gives you con¬ 

trol in a world we don’t have 

much control over, says Organized 

Living’s Executive Vice President 

Hope Margala-Klein. Time spent 

organizing gives you more time in 

the long run, and we benefit from 

the peace of mind and accom¬ 

plishment of being organized. 

Jim Davis, like most scien¬ 

tists he knows, tends to use piles 

as a means of organization. One 

day, acting on an idea suggested 

to him by an administrative as¬ 

sistant, Davis bought a literature 

organizer, much like the kind you 

see in school offices, with three- 

inch-high slots for 8-1/2x11 pag¬ 

es. The unit he bought has about 

20 slots that he labels and uses to 

store papers for current projects. 

“That changed my life,” he 

says. “Wow, where did you get 

that?” colleagues said, as if the 

cubbyholes were some miraculous 

invention. 

Georgetown, Kentucky Pro¬ 

fessional Organizer Sue McMillin 

suggests a formula to her clients: 

For every hour in the office, 

spend about a minute organiz- 

ing/putting things away. Thus 

after a 10-hour day, you need to 

spend about 10 minutes of main¬ 

tenance. A successful home office flows 

from good choices of de¬ 

sign, furniture, technology, 

and storage, and a multitude of 

factors. Foremost, though, is the 

attitude that you bring to it. 

“It all comes down to organi¬ 

zation and work ethics,” Wright 

says. 

But also ENJOY. As Christopher 

Lowell says, “Give yourself per¬ 

mission to enjoy the space.” 

Paula Deimling, Cincinnati, Ohio, 
is a former editor of Writer’s Mar¬ 

ket and writes on lifestyles and 
history topics for national and re¬ 

gional publications. 

HOME OFFICE 

ccrDFTS 
DESIGN 

■ Have a plan 

■ Choose a theme 

■ Use mirrors and win¬ 

dow treatments 

■ Mount photos and sou¬ 

venirs on the wall 

FURNISHINGS 

■ Consider a versatile, 
space-saving laptop 

computer 

■ An L-shaped desk pro 

vides two work surfaces 

■ Avoid hand-me-down 

furniture, especially of¬ 

fice chairs 

ORGANIZATION 

■ Have an in-box 

■ Use full-suspension file 

cabinets 

■ Have a place for every¬ 

thing 

■ Spend one minute orga¬ 

nizing for each hour 

of work 
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AND HEALTH 

Methamphetamine Questions 
What You Have Asked About 
Methamphetamine 

I have had the opportunity to 
write for Illinois Country Living 

for the past few years, and have 
covered a number of safety related 
topics. Most recently, I have 
attempted to keep you up to date 
on the problems that surround 
Methamphetamine (meth). I have 
been inundated with calls and 
e-mails from readers wanting to 
know more about current laws, the 
meth user, the effects of meth on 
the mind and body, and general 
questions of safety. I would like to 
take this opportunity to answer 
some of your questions. 

Recent Laws? The Illinois 
General Assembly unanimously 
passed the Methamphetamine 
Manufacturing Chemical Retail 
Sale Control Act and it was signed 
into law in August of 2004- The 
Act is designed to slow the spread 
of meth by regulating the display 
and sale of products containing 
ephedrine and pseudoephedrine. 
Sufferers of colds and allergies 
commonly use products that con¬ 
tain these elements. However, 
they are also a key ingredient in 
the processing of meth. The act 
restricts the packaging, sale, and 
display of adult-strength cold 
tablets containing ephedrine or 
pseudoephedrine. Retailers may 
not sell more than two packages of 
these cold tablets to a purchaser. 
Retailers must also place these 
cold tablets behind the store coun¬ 
ter or in locked cases. 

What are the effects of 
meth on the body and mind of 
users? This is a difficult question 
to answer because meth affects 
individuals in different manners. 

Meth is one of the most addictive 
drugs ever encountered. It has 
been documented that just one or 
two uses of meth may lead to an 
intense addiction that is extremely 
difficult to overcome. 

Chronic meth users commonly 
exhibit violent behavior, anxiety, 
confusion, and insomnia. They 
sometimes become psychotic, 
experiencing paranoia, visual and 
auditory hallucinations, mood 
disturbances, delusions, and 
homicidal or suicidal thoughts. 

Meth can do great harm to the 
user’s heart and lungs. Specifically, 

If you suspect 
meth activity 
in your area, 

contact your local 
law authority. 

meth use can cause rapid heart 
rate, irregular heartbeat, increased 
blood pressure, and irreversible 
brain damage. Many meth users 
lose their appetite, and often lose 
weight and become emaciated. 

Meth also destroys enamel, 
causing teeth to rot away. The 
combination of weight loss, rotting 
teeth, and sores caused by picking 
at imaginary “meth hugs,” along 
with inattention to personal 
hygiene, often gives meth users a 
very poor physical appearance. 

Is there danger involved 
in the production of meth? 
Absolutely - fires and explosions 
are so common in meth labs that, 

according to some estimates, 
they are responsible for roughly 
15 to 20 percent of labs that are 
discovered. In addition to posing 
fire and explosion hazards, meth 
labs produce toxic fumes, vapors, 
and spills. The by-products of 
making meth are toxic, and 
exposure to high levels can 
produce chest pain, dizziness, 
eye and tissue irritation, and 
ultimately death. 

What is GloTell? GloTell has 
been formulated as an additive 
for anhydrous ammonia to serve 
as a marking agent. Anhydrous 
ammonia is a component used in 
the production of meth. GloTell 
turns anhydrous ammonia pink 
when released in the air. Meth 
makers steal anhydrous ammonia 
from fertilizer companies and 
farmers by tapping into their 
larger tanks. The release of the 
anhydrous ammonia is common 
during this process of the theft. As 
the release occurs, the now pink- 
dyed anhydrous ammonia attaches 
itself to the thieves. The dye has 
been known to last as long as 
seven days or longer, which makes 
identifying a meth maker quite 
easy. 

In conclusion, if you suspect 
meth activity in your area, contact 
your local law authority. Do not 
attempt to “deal” with the prob¬ 
lem yourself. 

Dan Dawson, Prevention 
Educator, University of 
Illinois Extension, Springfield 
Extension Center, (217) 782- 
6515, or dddawson@uiuc.edu. 
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You Bet! 
Wick Buildings delivers a better building at a 
fair price. Stronger, screw-fastened steel, a 
fantastic, durable paint system and industry 
leading warrantees. 

CALL TODAY 
800-356-9628 

^ Wick 
y Buildings 

SMILE FOR LESS 
BASIC 

DENTURES 

$295 
BASIC 

CROWN 

$295 
General Dentistry • Bridges • Orthodontics 
Crowns • Hygiene • Whitening • Implants • 

ENTAL CENTERS 
2 Locations! 

Drs. Hildreth, Alvarez & Smith 
\yy located at 

- MID-AMERICA DENTAL & 
HEARING CENTER-HIGHWAY 
1-44 • Exit 44 • 1050 W Hayward Drive 

Mt. \femon, MO 65712 

1-800-354-1905 

Drs. Hildreth, Alvarez & Smith 
located at 

- MID-AMERICA DENTAL & 
HEARING CENTER-LOOP 

1-44 • Exit 46 • 558 E. Mt. \femon Blvd. 
Mt. \femon, MO 65712 

1-800-372-4554 
www.midamericadental.com 

Implants & whitening are non-specialty interest areas that require no specific educational training to 
advertise this service. This provider is not a specialist in orthodontics, crowns, bridges, or dentures. 

“OUR BEST...FOR LESS...IN A DAY” 

The 
Toughest 
Glue On 
Planet 
Earth 

Stone, 

Metal, 

Ceramic, 

& More! 

REQUESTYOUR FREE 
INFORMATION KIT! 
www.gorillaglue.com 

1-800-966-3458 

We’re so confident you’ll love it, we’ll let you 

TRY OUR DR® FIELD and BRUSH 
MOWER for 6 MONTHS RISK-FREE! 
Seeing is believing. That’s why we’re willing to send you a DR® FIELD 

and BRUSH MOWER to try out for 6 Months absolutely risk-free. If 

it’s not the hardest-working, most durable, easiest-to-use machine for 

clearing fields and brush that you’ve ever used, we’ll take it back and 

you won’t be out a penny. We’ll even pay for shipping it both ways! 

Test this amazing, self-propelled, walk-behind brush 
cutter on your own property to — 

• CLEAR & MAINTAIN 
meadows, pastures, 
roadsides, fencelines, 
walking paths, and 
underbrush from 
woodlots with ease! 

• CUT tall grass, weeds, 
brush, brambles, sumac — 
including tough saplings up to 
2-1/T thick! 

• CHOP/MULCH most 
everything you cut, leaving NO 
TANGLE of material to trip over 
or pick up like you get with 
hand-held brushcutters. 

For Free Details 
Call TOLL-FREE 

1-800-437-3113 
□ YES! Please rush me your full-color Catalog and Demonstration Video 

on the DR51 FIELD and BRUSH MOWER, including models, prices, your 

6-Month Risk-Free Trial, and how I can now receive FREE Depot Delivery. 

Address_ 

City  

E-mail  

DR® POWER EQUIPMENT, Dept. 51099X 
127 Meigs Road, Vergennes, VT 05491 

www.drfieldbrush.com 



YARD AND GARDEN 

Bug Battles Begin 
Picnics and the summer scent 
of citronella 

Picnics almost seem to be a 
thing of the past, which is sad. 

There is nothing like throwing a 
plastic red-checked cloth over a 
picnic table or the grass-covered 
ground. I can just smell the cold 
fried chicken, taste the potato 
salad, imagine licking my lin¬ 
gers after eating a piece of gooey 
chocolate cake, and downing 
some lemonade. Next comes the 
sigh and belt loosening. 

And it’s just as easy to 
envision the ants, picnic bugs, 
mosquitoes, and yellow jackets 
descending like perfectly in- 
tuned soldiers on maneuvers or 
guided missiles on the activities, 
throwing the whole shindig into 
a panic. Of course, that’s probably 
the reason people don’t picnic 
much any more. 

There is no experience as 
frightening as taking a swig 
of soda, or something a little 
stronger and fermented, from a 
can and finding a yellow jacket 
flying around the inside of your 
mouth. Of course, the bee doesn’t 
appreciate it either and makes 
itself known by stinging your 
gums, tongue, or inside cheeks. 

Most Illinois ants, at least, 
don’t sting. And they are con¬ 
sidered a good source of protein. 
It’s just that there is not much 
there, sort of like eating sunflower 
seeds one at a time without the 
crunch. 

That’s where the picnic bugs 
come in. They like the ripened 
fruit, particularly the raspberries 
and blackberries. And who can 
see those tiny black four-spotted 
beetles? And who really knows 

if you’re crunching the bramble 
seed or the insect? Again, a good 
source of protein. 

Of course, there are those 
that will get the aerosols out and 
fog the area, creating a mist of 
chemical particles floating in the 
air and hoping that insects aren’t 
smart enough to figure a way 
through or over it. Others will 
burn coils or lamps with the same 
thought. You might argue that a 
picnic isn’t a picnic without the 
scent of citronella filling the air. 

My favorites are those sup¬ 
posedly “repellent” plants. The 
thought is that they create 
invisible force fields two miles 
high that will prevent any 
insect or creature from flying or 
walking through the scented wall 
protecting your garden and back¬ 
yard picnic area. 

The easiest away to avoid all 
the unwanted invaders is to stay 
inside with the windows closed 
and the AC on. Sort of defeats the 
point of communing with nature. 
I assume, as a regular reader of this 
column, you’re not ready to sur¬ 
render to summer insects and seal 
yourself safely inside. 

Here’s my advice for relatively 
bug free outdoor fun and food fests. 

It’s easy to spray repellents 
to keep mosquitoes away, but 
ants, picnic bugs, and yellow 
jackets don’t care. Control comes 
down to really just one word 
- sanitation. 

Ideally, this means keeping 
everything covered until right 
before you eat. This doesn’t mean 
with a napkin or magazine on 
top, but with tightly sealed plastic 

food film, aluminum foil, or tight 
lids. 

It means making sure all the 
food goes in the mouth and not 
on the ground or table. It means 
using plates to catch messes 
instead of eating while playing. 

It means cleaning up 
immediately after eating instead 
of waiting for an hour or so. 
Tablecloths are wiped down. Food 
is covered again, if you didn’t 
keep it covered in the first place 
during eating. 

It means taking the trash far 
away from the picnic site, at least 
50 feet away. Make sure the trash- 
can is tightly covered or the trash 
is placed in a well-sealed bag. 

Yellow jackets like sweet or 
sugary foods such as soft drinks and 
fruit. Use cups instead of cans so 
you can see if the insect is around. 

Mayonnaise, beer, and ripe 
fruit attract the picnic beetles. 
There’s really no way to mask 
mayonnaise and ripe fruit other 
than keep them tightly sealed 
until ready for use. 

Enjoy your garden, an old- 
fashioned picnic, and other out¬ 
door activities this summer. Keep 
it clean, and don’t surrender to the 
bites and stings of the bug world! 

David Robson is an Extension 
Educator, Horticulture, at 
the Springfield Extension 
Center, University of Illinois 
Extension, P.O. Box 8199, 
Springfield, IL 62791. 
Telephone: (217) 782-6515. 
E-mail: drobson@uiuc.edu 
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Select^ 
Ones'Vay 

Ventures 
Dr. Huff DMD 

(Associate Dentist Needed) 

Can Offer You 
Dentures, Partials 

& Extractions 

ONE-DAY SERVICEi 
m 

Call for an Appointment 
(217-479-8444) 

(1-877-565-8981) 

1201 W. Walnut 
Jacksonville, II62650 

Payment Accepted 
Cash, Mastercard or Visa 

No Personal Checks 

Go to our Web site 
for past issues of 

Illinois Country Living 
www.icl.coop 

POND LINERS 
* on i ‘Custom Sizes $.39 sqft or Less ‘Reinforced Materials 
Depending on Volume .gis psi Burst Strength 

Bend Tarp & Liner, Inc. 
1-800-280-0712 www.bendtarp.com 
 No Job Too Big or Too Small  

SANGAMON RADIANT 
WIRSBO aqua pex tubing products 
for agricultural, commercial shop 
floors and homes Made in the USA 

(217)522-3934 • FAX (217)522-3933 
Evening (217)483-3223 Mn D. McMillan - Owner 

MID-AMERICA 
POLE BARN 

30x50x10 Galvalume 

$6800 
PRICE INCLUDES MATERIAL 
DELIVERY, CONSTRUCTION, 
FACTORY TRUSSES, SCREWS 

OPEN M-F, 8-5 

CALL TOLL FREE FOR 

WE ALSO BUILD 
POST FRAME HOMES 

MORE INFORMATION 

1-866-456-0959 

LOWEST COST 
Term Life Insurance 

Issue ages through 90 

AGE $100,000 $250,000 

45 9.63 17.33 

55 14.49 29.48 

65 29.70 67.50 
Rates figured on monthly cost for female non-tobacco users. 

RAMLET & ASSOC, INC. 
(800) 933-6354 

AGL Life Assurance Company Form No. TC-191 

REPUCE THE HIGH COST OF HUTING! j 
Hydro-Sil is a unique room by room heating system that can save you hundreds of dollars in home | 

heating costs by replacing old & inefficient ways of heating. It is clean, safe, healthful and inexpensive. | 

Never buy fuel — wood, oil, gas, kerosene — ever again! 

Hydro-Sil represents economy in heating: inside the heater 
case is a sealed copper tube filled with a harmless silicone 
fluid. It’s permanent. You’ll never run out Hydro-Sil 
Energy Star’’ thennostat controls a variable watt hydro element 
that is only being supplied a proportional amount of power 
on an as-needed basis. When Hydro-Sil is turned on, the sili¬ 
cone liquid is quickly heated, and with its heat retention qual¬ 
ities, continues to heat after the Hydro element shuts off. 
Hydro-Sil’s room-by-room “Energy Star” digital control tech¬ 
nology greatly increases energy savings and comfort. 

YOUR BENEFITS WITH HYDRO-SIL 
• Slash heating cost with Energy Star technology 
• Lifetime Warranty. No service contrads 
• Safe, complete peace of mind 
• Clean, no fumes, environmentally safe 
• U.L listed 
• Preassembled — ready to use 
• No furnaces, ducts, or chimneys 
• Portable (l lOV) or permanent (220V) 
• Whole house heating or single room 

HERE'S WHAT OTHERS ARE SAYING... 
•F. Smalley - "A company that adver¬ 
tises the truth saved me 50% com¬ 
pared to my gas heat. I found it hard 
to believe until my power bill came. 
Thanks a million!” 

•R. Hanson - “I can’t begin to tell you how 
pleased I am with Hydro-Sil... the first 
time in 25 years our electric bill was 
reduced... saved $635, over 40%!" 

•A. Gonsalves— We replaced 20 electric 
heaters with hydrosil. Wow — what 
a difference! We received a substan¬ 
tial reduction of our electric bill. I 
have recommended Hydro-sil to 
many people!” 

"ORDER"TODAY-!" 1 
2 MODELS TO CHOOSE FROM 

220 Volt 
Permanent 

Approx. Area 
to Heat 

Discount 
Price Quantity 

8’ 2000 watts 250-300 s.f. $279 

61 1500 watts 180-250 s.f. $249 

51 1250 watts 130-180 s.f. $229 

4' 1000 watts 100-130 s.f. $209 

3' 750 watts 75-100 s.f. $189 

2' 500 watts 50-75 S.f. $169 

Thermostats Call for options & exact heater needed 

110 Volt Portables 
(Thermostat Induded) 

Discount 
Price Quantity 

5' Hydro-Max 750-1500 watts $219 

4' Convector - Dual watt $179 

3' 750 watts - Silicone $179 

$15.00 shipping per heater $ 

Total Amount $ 

Name  

Address  

City St Zip  

Phone   

MasterCard or Visa Account Information: 

Acct #   

Expiration Date  

Order today or contact us for more information 
PHONE • WEB • MAIL 

Check • MasterCard • Visa 

1-800-627-9276 
Visit our secure web site at 

www.hydrosil.com 
Hydro-Sil, P.O. Box, 662, 

Fort Mill, SC 29715 



TECHNOLOGY AND YOU 

Getting In Hot Water 
Choose a water heater that doesn’t 
leak and saves energy 

Dear Jim: I replaced 
the electric water 
heater once already 

and this one is leaking after 
only eight years. Are there 
any water heaters that last 
longer, provide more hot water 
for showers, and use less 
electricity? - Ed. H. 

Dear Ed: Depending upon 
the water conditions in 
your area, how well you 

maintain your water heater, and 
its initial quality, eight years may 
be a reasonable life. I have an 
electric water heater in my own 
all-electric home. It is more than 
12 years old and still going strong. 

Do not despair though. There 
are some new conventional metal 
tank-type electric water heaters 
with lifetime warranties against 
the water tank rusting out and 
leaking. Other designs use an all¬ 
polymer (plastic) design, which 
cannot rust out and leak. They 
have a lifetime no-leak warranty 
and may be a good choice for your 
home, which seems to be hard on 
water heater tanks. 

When purchasing an electric 
water heater, whether you have 
experienced previous problems or 
not, you should consider the tank 
warranty. The least-expensive 
models will typically offer a six- 
year warranty, but will likely last 
longer. More expensive, top-of- 
the-line models often offer a 10- 
or 12-year warranty. These all use 
a standard glass-lined steel water 
tank inside and an outer insulated 
steel jacket. 

All-plastic 
electric water 

heater will 
never rust 

Foam insulation 
fills the entire 

cavity between 
the inner tank 
and outer shell 

No need for 
an anode 
rod in this 

plastic tank 

Expansion 
tank with 
new water 

heater 

Externally 
adjustable 

thermostat - 
set it no 

higher than 
120 degrees 

New water heaters save money, last longer 

All-polymer water heaters 
are not only leak proof, but also 
one of the most energy efficient. 
The inner tank is designed in a 
test tube shape with a domed top 
and bottom. The outer shell of 
the water heater is made of tough 
polyethylene, similar to a gar¬ 
bage can. The wide gap between 
the tank and shell is filled with 
thick foam insulation. With the 
test tube shape, there is extra 
insulation thickness at the top 
where the water is hottest. 

An electric water heater, 
unlike a gas model, is a very sim¬ 
ple device. Nearly all of the elec¬ 
tricity is used by the two heating 
elements heating the water in 
the tank. The difference in the 
efficiency levels (operating costs) 
among various models depends 
primarily upon the amount of 
tank insulation. 

Most new water heaters use 
foam insulation around the water 
tank. In the most efficient models, 
a minimum of three inches of 
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insulation is used. The insulation 

is foamed in place so all the gaps 

between the tank and the outer 

skin are completely filled. 

If you have time, you can 

research and compare their 

insulation levels. An easier 

method for comparing the 

operating costs is to compare their 

EF (energy factors). EE’s range 

from about .80 to .96. For an 

average family, installing a model 

with the highest EF can save up 

to $100 annually. Water heaters 

also have the yellow Energy 

Guide labels to help you deter¬ 

mine the savings among various 

models. 

If your family uses hot water 

mainly for morning showers and 

during the evening, select a water 

heater with a built-in timer. 

You can adjust it to shut off the 

heating elements for certain hours 

of the day and night when hot 

water is not needed. Its electronic 

brain switches on the elements 

early enough so the water is hot 

at the time set. This feature can 

reduce operating costs by up to 15 
percent. 

Another option is an 

adjustable control with four dif¬ 

ferent settings. There is a standard 

single-temperature setting similar 

to all electric water heaters. A 

second setting is a no-scald mode. 

This limits the water temperature 

and is ideal with children and 

the elderly. A third setting is an 

automatic energy-saver mode. 

The water heater remembers 

your hot water usage patterns and 

adjusts the heating accordingly. 

The fourth setting is a vacation 

mode, which allows the tank tern- ; 

perature to drop to 50 degrees. 

Unless you select a new water 

heater with a higher FHR (first 

hour rating), you will not get 

much more hot water for morning 

showers. The hot water output 

Mobile Home 
Owners: ROOF KING 

Mobile Home Super Insulated 
Roof Over Systems 

40 Year Warranty 
Factory Direct From Roof King 

1 -800-748-0645 
www.roofking.net 

from a water heater is indicated 

by its FHR. This is the number of 

gallons of hot water it can supply 

in one hour in the morning. 

Write for (instantly download 

- www.dulley.com) Utility Bills 

Update No. 647 - buyer’s guide 

of 12 manufacturers (55 models) 

of efficient electric water heaters 

listing water outputs, EE’s, 

warranties, features, and a savings/ 

payback chart. Please include $3 

and a business-size SASE. James 

Dulley, Illinois Country Living, 

6906 Royalgreen Dr., Cincinnati, 

OH 45244 

James Dulley is a mechanical 

engineer who writes on a wide 

variety of energy and utility 

topics. His column appears 

in a large number of daily 

newspapers. 

WOODBURNING 
FURNACE 
“Since 1976“ 

www.hardyheoter.com 

Bcjtes@hardyheoter.com 

stainless steel construction 

Heats home and household 

hot water 

10-year warranty 

Connects to your existing 

central duct 

or hydronic system 

Standard with bronze 

circulator pump 

and automatic draft 

combustion blower, and grates 

Units from 100,000 to 250,000 

BTU’s output 

Financing Available (new) 
Dealer Inquiries Welcome 

Hardy Manufacturing 
Company, Inc. 

12345 Road 505 

PHILADELPHIA. MS 39350 

(1-800-542-7395) 
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2 SEAT BIKE 
DRIVES LIKE A CAR 
• Easy to Pedal 
• Multi-Speed 
• 1, 2 & 4 Seaters 
• Optional Electric Motor1 

1-800-974-6233 Ext. 9986 • www.4wc.com/9986 

RIIOflDC/ CAR ^ept-'9986 * 125 Rhoades Lane 
Hendersonville, Tennessee 37075 

Farm Tours 
HAWA// 
4 Is!ands-15 days 

The gesf Escorted Vacation You'll Ever Find! 

Maui, Oahu, Kauai and Hawaii... 

Departs Mondays and Thursdays in January 2006, 
Includes Inter island airfare. Hawaiian owned hotels, 
transfers, and baggage handling. Escort on each 
island. Staying in Oahu, Hawaii (Kona & Hilo), Maui 
and Kauai. Sightseeing includes Honolulu City Tour 
with Pearl Harbor, Volcano National Park, Kona Coffee 
Plantation Tour, Parker Cattle Ranch Museum, Orchid 
Nursery, Macadamian Nut Factory Tour, Wailua 
Riverboat Cruise, Fern Grotto, Plus more as listed in 
brochure. So call today and make your reservations. 
‘Plus $149 Tax & Services. 

Carefree Vacations Since 1967 

Your Man Tours 
Call for free brochure 800-888-8204 

STEEL BUILDING SPECIALS 

FREE COLOR - SIDEWALLS/ ENDWALLS 
30' x 50’ X 10’ $7,999 
40’x 60’x 12’ $11,247 
50'x 75’x 14’ $15,999 
60’ x 100’x 16’ $24,450 
100’ x 100’ x 14’...$59,850 

VISIT 
OUR 

WEBSITE 

20 Year Warranty on Roof & Walls; 
Prices F.O.B. Mfg. Plants; 
Seal Stamped Blue Prints; 
Easy Bolt Together Design. 

VISIT 
OUR 

WEBSITE STEEL BUILDING SYSTEMS 
4305 1-35 North • Denton. Texas 76207 

Fax: 940-484-6746 email: rhinobld@GTE.NET 
Website: http://www.RHINOBLDG.COM 

Toll Free 1 >888-320-7466 

WIN THE BRUSH WAR WITH 

TREE TERMINATOR 
• 3 models cut 20", 12" and 5" trees in one bite 

• Hitches to fit most tractors and skid steer loaders 

• Built to last with a 24 month warranty 

• Swivel hitch, sprayer and grapple options 

For a free color brochure call or visit our website 

(417) 458-4350 • www.treeterminator.com 
 Grace Manufacturing « Plato, MO  

The ^ A N D A U Outlet 

24' Bandit Cruise 

Actual boat similar to illustration 

Sale Price 

90 HP Suzuki 4-Stroke and Trailer 
Lifetime Warranty on Deck, 

Pontoons & Furniture Frames, CD Player, 
Instrument Package, 

Padded Sunshelf and More! 

MSRP $23,645 
Lebanon Suzuki Discount - $5,646 

SUZUKI The Nation’s #7 Landau Dealer! 

Lebanon Suzuki-Kawasaki 
417-588-3550 

1 -800-542-3846 
Hwy. 64 & Bennett St., Lebanon, MO 
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Illinois Cooperative's Wind Turbine 
Starts Spinning 

Illinois Rural Electric Cooperative has completed 
construction of a 1.65-megawatt wind turbine, the first 
to be built in Pike County. Pike County is one of the few 
counties in Illinois with Class 4 “utility grade” winds, and 
it is hoped that this co-op owned wind turbine will be the 
first of many such projects developed in western Illinois. 

Bruce Giffin, General Manager of the Winchester- 
based electric co-op, says, “Our present wholesale power 
contract limits how much more we can invest, but we 
believe another 100 wind turbines could be built. That 
would add $5 million to $7 million to the county’s tax 
base. We hope that our co-op’s wind turbine can jump start 
the development of this area’s wind energy resources.” 

Located just west of Pittsfield, the turbine is 235 feet 
tall at the huh and 365 feet tall at the tip of its blades. 
The turbine is capable of supplying slightly less than 5 
percent of the co-op’s total demand for electricity on a 
hot summer day. 

The cost of the project was $2.1 million. Giffin says 
that without grants Illinois Rural Electric received, the 
project wouldn’t have been financially feasible for the 
co-op. The first grant was from the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture for $438,000. The Illinois Clean Energy 
Foundation also financially supported the project with 
$175,000. And a final grant for $250,000 came from the 
state of Illinois. The balance of the cost will he financed 
with a low-interest loan from the U.S. Department of 
Agricultures Rural Utilities Service (RUS). 

Sen. Deanna Demuzio, Rep. Jim Watson, Regional 
Director for the Illinois Department of Commerce and 
Economic Opportunity Tom Carper, State Director of 
USDA Rural Development Doug Wilson, and Director 
of the Illinois Department of Agriculture Chuck Hartke 
all spoke at the ribbon cutting in May. They all stressed 
the need for more development of wind energy resources 
in the area. 

Hartke said, “It is astounding what we are doing to 
create value for the rural economy by creating environ¬ 
mentally friendly energy resources. We could put a hundred 
more wind turbines on this ridge to produce electricity. 
But without a lot of cooperation projects like this will not 
happen. Let’s do it again and get this economy moving.” 

Besides the economic challenges of this project 
the co-op also had to work out interconnection and 
power quality issues. This project is somewhat unique 
in that the generator’s output will feed directly into 
the lower voltage distribution line rather than a higher 
voltage transmission line. Sean Middleton, Manager of 
Engineering for the co-op, says, “We are connecting this 
on our own distribution grid so this doesn’t involve inter¬ 
connection with another utility’s transmission line. We 
did, however, have to rebuild a section of distribution 

The first Illinois utility'Owned 1.65-megawatt wind turbine 
began operations in Pike County with an official ribbon 
cutting Friday, May 6. The hub of the wind turbine is 235 feet 
tall, and, when one of the blades points straight up, it is 365 
feet tall. Owned by the Illinois Rural Electric Cooperative, 
the turbine is capable of supplying about 5 percent of the 
energy used by the co-op’s 7,973 members. 

line and add a dynamic VAR (voltage ampere reactive) 
compensator for voltage support.” 

Giffin says that although the wind may be free, wind 
energy is still a little more expensive than traditional 
energy sources. He says, “Because of the grants from the 
state and federal government and the support of the Illinois 
Clean Energy Foundation, the energy from this turbine will 
cost a little less than the cost of wholesale power. We’re 
getting electricity from this turbine at the right price.” 

With grant and loan support, plus even more im¬ 
provements in wind turbine technology, Pike County 
could see more wind turbines sprouting on area hill tops. 
The board and management of Illinois Rural Electric 
Cooperative hope their wind turbine will be the catalyst 
for that growth. 

Illinois Rural Electric Cooperative is a member of 
Touchstone Energy®, an alliance of more than 600 local, 
consumer-owned electric utilities around the country 
committed to providing superior service based on four 
core principles: integrity, accountability, innovation, and 
commitment to community. 
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ILLINOIS’ FINEST COOLING 

Creamy Gelatin Cutouts 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 

Recipes to Remember 
Who: Renee Endress’ personal 
recipe collection 
Cost: $8.50, plus $2 shipping 
Pages of Recipes: 133 
Details: Soft-backed, comb-bound 
Contact: Renee Endress, 27123 
N. 100th Ave., Galva, IE 61434, or 
(309) 853-2102. 

Brunch Lasagna 

1 lb. bacon, cooked and crumbled, or 
1 lb. sausage, browned and drained 
1/3 C. butter 
lA C. chopped onion 
1/3 C. flour 
1 tsp. salt 
Vi tsp. seasoned salt 
!4 tsp. pepper 
4 C. milk 
Vi lb. processed American cheese 

(opt.) 
9 lasagna noodles, cooked and drained 
12 hard boiled eggs, sliced 
1 C. shredded Cheddar cheese 
1 C. shredded Swiss cheese 
1 /3 C. grated Parmesan cheese 

In a large skillet, saute onion in butter 
until tender. Stir in flour and season¬ 
ings until blended. Stir in milk. Bring 
to a boil; cook and stir for 2 minutes or 
until thickened. Reduce heat and stir in 
American cheese until melted, if desired. 
Spread about Vi C. sauce in the bottom 
of a greased 9xl3-inch baking dish. Layer 
with 3 noodles, a third of the eggs and 
meat, shredded cheeses and sauce. Repeat 
layers twice. Sprinkle with Parmesan 
cheese. Bake uncovered at 350° for 35-40 
minutes, or until bubbly. Let stand 15 
minutes before cutting. Yields 12 serv- 
ings. 

Brownie Carmel Parfaits 

Vi C. chopped pecans or peanuts 
(opt.) 

Vi C. shredded coconut 
1 pkg. brownie mix (8x8-inch pan 

size) 
1 pint vanilla ice cream 
1 jar caramel ice cream topping 

(or topping of your choice) 

Place pecans and coconut in an un¬ 
greased baking pan. Bake at 350° for 
10-12 minutes or until toasted, stirring 
frequently. Meanwhile, prepare brownies 
according to package directions. Cool; 
cut into small squares. When ready to 
serve layer the brownies, ice cream, cara¬ 
mel topping, and pecan mixture in parfait 
or dessert glasses; repeat layers one or two 
times. Serves 6. 

2 (6-oz.) pkg. gelatin 
(any flavor) 
2-1/2 C. boiling water 
1 C. cold milk 
1 (3.4'Oz.) pkg. instant vanilla 
pudding mix 

In a bowl, dissolve gelatin in water; 
set aside for 30 minutes. In a small 
bowl, whisk milk and pudding 
mix until smooth, about 1 minute. 
Quickly pour into gelatin; whisk un¬ 
til well blended. Pour into an oiled 
10xl5-inch dish. Chill until set. Cut 
into cubes, or use a shaped cookie 
cutter. 

Photos by Catrina McCulley Wagner 

Cheese Fondue 

1 (8-oz.) pkg. cream cheese 
Vi tsp. garlic powder 
2 T. Parmesan cheese 
2 T. milk 

Place all ingredients in a micro¬ 
wave-safe dish and heat in micro- 
wave until melted and smooth, 
stirring after each minute, or heat 
in a fondue pot or small crockpot. 
Serve with bread cubes or soft 
pretzels. 
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Circus Peanut Salad 
Ronda Sims 

2 C. boiling water 
15 candy circus peanuts 
l Ig. box orange Jell-O 
1 C. crushed pineapple, drained 
1 (8'Oz.) cm. Cool Whip 

Bring the water to a boil. Cut up the 
candy and melt in the water complete¬ 
ly. Remove from heat. Add the Jell-0 
and pineapple. Let partially gel. Add 
the Cool Whip and stir. 

<’J$W 

Favorite Recipes 
Who: Willow Creek Cumberland 
Presbyterian Church 
Cost: $15, plus $2 shipping 
Pages of recipes: 211 
Details: Hard-backed, three-ring- 
binder style 
Contact: Barbara Kannmacher at 
8806 E. 700’11 Rd., Martinsville, 1L 
62442, or(217) 382-4737. 

Wendy’s Chili 
Lisa Small 

1 lb. ground round 
2 T. oil 
1 (10-oz.) pkg. French onion soup 
1 T. chili powder 
2 tsp. cumin 
Vi tsp. pepper 
2 cans kidney beans 
1 (6-oz.) can tomato paste 
1 (8-oz.) can tomato sauce 

Brown meat in oil. Add the rest of the 
ingredients and simmer for 1 hour. 

Visit www.icLcoop 
to see an archive 

of past Illinois Country 
Living recipes. 

Taco Casserole 
Pat Buckner 

1 lb. ground beef 
1 sm. onion, chopped 
Vi tsp. garlic powder 
1 pkg. taco seasoning 
1 (8-oz.) can tomato sauce 
1 C. sour cream 
1 C. cottage cheese 
2 C. crushed tortilla chips 
2 C. shredded cheddar or Monterey 

Jack cheese 

Preheat oven to 350°. In a skillet, brown 
hamburger; remove excess grease. Add 
onion, garlic, taco seasoning, and tomato 
sauce; mix well and set aside. Combine 
sour cream and cottage cheese. Put Vi the 
crushed chips in the bottom of a 2-1/2- 
quart casserole dish. Cover with meat 
mixture, then cheese mixture. Make 2 
layers of each. Bake, uncovered for 30-35 
minutes, or until cheese melts. 

Candy Pie 
Lisa Small 

l4 C. butter or margarine 
4 C. miniature marshmallows 
6 C. Rice Krispies cereal 
1-1/3 C. milk chocolate chips 
2 C. Reese’s Pieces or other candy 

Microwave butter and marshmallows on 
high for 1 minute. Stir until marshmal¬ 
lows are melted. Add cereal, mix well. 
Press mixture onto the bottom and up 
sides of 2 greased 9-inch pie plates. In 
a microwave or heavy saucepan, melt 
chocolate chips; stirring until smooth. 
Sprinkle with candy pieces. Let stand 
until chocolate sets. 

Illinois Country 
Cooks Cookbook 
Sale!!! 

For a limited time, you can 

purchase our wonderful cook¬ 
book for the discounted price 
of $12. We will even ship it for 

free. That’s a savings of nearly 
$6. Make sure you get one while 
supplies last. They make wonder¬ 

ful gifts. If you would like a copy, 
send a check for $ 12 for each copy 
to Illinois Country Living, Atten¬ 
tion Catrina Wagner, P.O. Box 

3787, Springfield, IL 62708. 
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!FREE ENERGY! 

GEDTHERMAL 
ADVANTAGES: 
• Energy Savings: RecognizEd by the 
EPA as the mast efficient heating and cool¬ 
ing system available. Can also provide some 
or all of your hot water at a much higher 
efficiency than ordinary methods. 

• Clean: No burning of fossil fuels, no 
fumes, no flue 

• Comfort: Heats and cools homes even¬ 
ly eliminating hot and cold spots 

• Quiet: Designed and manufactured to 
be as quiet as your refrigerator 

• Flexibility: Fit any home - new 
costruction or existing, large or small 

• Environmentally Friendly: A geot¬ 
hermal installation is equivalent to planting 
75D trees or taking 2 cars off the road. 

• Smart: Cuts down on use of foreign oil 
• Safe: No carbon monoxide 

Geothermal information available at 
www.geocomfort.com 

THAT'S RIGHT-UP TD ED% OF THE ENERGY REQUIRED 
TD HEAT AND CDDL YDURHDMEIS FREE WHEN YDU 
INSTALL A GEDTHERMAL HEATING AND CDDLING 

SYSTEM. 

Designed to transfer the Earth’s free energy from 
the ground to your home, geothermal systems by 
GeoComfort will reduce your heating and cooling 
costs while improving your home comfort. The 
knowledgeable GeoComfort Dealers would love 
to help you save up to 60% on your heating and 
cooling bills. They would be glad to help you with 
all your geothermal questions and needs. 

Dealer Information Section 
Advantage Comfort Systems 

Paxton, IL, 217-379-6305 

Bratcher Heating 
& Air Conditioning, Inc. 
Bloomington/Normal, IL, 

309-454-1611 

Bryan’s Heating & A/C 
Murphysboro, IL, 618-684-6002 

C & K Heating & Cooling 
Lebanon, IL 618-537-9528 

Climate Company, Inc. 
Breese, IL, 618-526-2135 

Davis Electric 
Rushville, IL, 217-322-6677 

Ernst Heating & Cooling 
Hamel, IL, 618-633-2244 

Fowler Heating & Cooling 
Marion, IL, 618-997-5288 

Garber Heating 
& Air Conditioning 

Morton, IL, 309-266-9372 

Henson Robinson Company 
Springfield, IL, 217-544-8451 

Jenter, Inc. 
Watseka, IL, 815-435-3501 

Jesse Heating 
and Air Conditioning 

Decatur, IL, 217-422-1744 
Champaign, IL, 217-352-8511 

Long Heating & Cooling 
Macomb, IL, 309-837-4303 

Neuhaus Heating & A/C 
Litchfield, IL, 217-324-2818 

R & H Plumbing 
& Heating, Inc. 

Altamont, IL, 618-483-6159 

Rightnowar HVAC 
Keenes, IL 618-732-8268 

South Side Hardware 
Greenfield, IL, 217-368-2705 

Stevens Heating 
& Air Conditioning 

Quincy, IL, 217-222-5220 

Weeke Sales & Service 
Okawville, IL, 618-243-5333 

Weidner Refrigeration, Inc. 
Divernon, IL, 217-628-3400 



ILLINOIS MARKETPLACE 

NEW AND USED restaurant and con¬ 
cession equipment, meat saws, slicers, 
grinders, ice cream machines, stack chairs, 
s.s. sinks, tables, shelving, steam tables, 
buffets, pottery wheels and kilns. 2615 So. 
First, Springfield. (217) 522-3934. 

| INSULATION — 4x8 sheets, foil-backed 
foam — also rolls of foil-bubble-pak 
insulation. All factory seconds. Contact 
Ken Nichols at (800) 424-1256. 

AUTHORIZED RAINBOW DISTRIBU¬ 

TOR. Repairs, supplies and service. Living 
air purifiers. L &. L Distributing, 116 S. 
Van Buren St., Newton, IL 62448. (618) 

TRAILERS - UTILITY - CARGO - 
CARHAULERS. We accept Visa, 
MasterCard. We buy used trailers. Auto 
King, 2423 S. Main, Bloomington. 
(309) 821-9000. 

CABIN RENTAL: Shawnee Forest, 
Garden of the Gods, Rim Rock, Pounds 
Hollow Lake. New, rustic decor, kitchen, 

air, satellite, www.rimrocksdogwoodcabins. 
com. (618) 264-6036. 

WANTED TO BUY: Standing timber 

and logs. Timber harvesting specialist. 
DIRECT MARKETS for grade logs and 
veneer. Prices unbeatable. (618) 426- 

783-3755. 

WANTED - TOY TRAINS: Lionel, 
American Flyer, Ives, Dorfan, Marx. 
Condition determines price. William E. 
Timpner, Pinckneyville, IL 62274 or call 

(618) 357-8112. 

FILTER QUEEN/DEFENDER sales, ser¬ 

vice and supplies. For free information, 
call (800) 753-5401 or write She-N-I, Inc., 
RR 1, Allendale, IL 62410. 

CEDAR HILL RIVER RESORT - New 
cabins on Ohio River, Elizabethtown, IL. 
Nightly rentals, hot tubs, full kitchens. 
www.cedarhillriverresort.com. (217) 824' 

4257, (217) 652-4257. 

WANTED TO BUY Standing TIMBER. 
All species. Pay top price. Clear or select 
cut. Call (815) 434-4141. 

ARGO DIRECT AMPHIBIOUS VE¬ 
HICLES. 6 and 8 wheel true all ter¬ 
rain vehicles. (618) 588-4444. www. 
ARGODIRECT6X6.com. Cause your ATV 

don’t float and your boat ain’t got wheels! 

3065. 

FOR SALE: 1" thick boards, 600’ board 
foot $490. For all. (618) 842-9588. 

RAPIDLY GROWING INTERNA¬ 
TIONAL NUTRACEUTICAL Company 
looking for individuals to be a part of 

the next trillion $ industry. Product and 
business guarantee. (888) 251-1538. 

WANTED TO BUY: Standing timber, 
most species. Pay top prices. Call (217) 
285-2760. 

MINI 3-DAY VACATION each year, Dec. 

to May. $87. Call Cave in Rock 111. Motel, 
(618) 289-3296. 

WANTED TO BUY Sassafras leaves, 
dandelions, bloodroot, goldenseal, ginseng, 
skullcap, peach bark and leaves, other 
roots, barks, leaves, herbs. (618) 282- 

3267. 

LAKE WEED & ALGAE CONTROL. 

Free lab testing of water assure proper 
chemical. Shipped to your door, easy to 

apply. Aquatic Control of IL. Ph (309) 

MORTGAGE LENDING, SEARCHING 

for a LOAN? Give us the opportunity to 
beat your bank’s rate. 100% purchase 
combo NO PMI. Cash out refinance to 
100%. Interest only fixed adjustable rate 
mortgages. Debt consolidation, Home 
Equity Line of Credit. Conventional, VA, 
FHA, Non-Conforming Sub Prime Loans. 
Residential Investment Property purchases 
to 100%. Excellent Fannie Mae/Freddie 
Mac rates. No application fee, call (800) 
254-4431 for free consultation or PRE¬ 
QUALIFICATION... KARLA LILLEY, 

SR. LENDING SPECIALIST. PREMIER 
MORTGAGE FUNDING, INC. We are 

an Illinois Residential Mortgage Licensee 

and Equal Housing Lender. Member 
I.A.M.B. & BBB. Lending in 32 states, 

including Florida. 

MINIATURE MEDITERRANEAN 

DONKEYS. Pet, show and breeding quality. 

Gray duns, chocolates, spotteds and blacks. 
Visitors welcome. Canton, IL. (309) 647- 
7162. www.copperascreek.com. 

826-8444. 

HEALTH - Are you sick and tired of being 
tired? No energy? Memory loss? I have 
good news! CALL ME - (800) 421-8442. 

FISH. CAME RELAX. 200 wooded acres 
w/60 acres of water trails, wildlife viewing 
of elk, deer, buffalo, sheep, goats. Annual 
memberships. Central IL. Ph: (309) 826- 

8444. 

SICK CAMPER REFRIGERATOR? 26 

years specializing in rebuilding cooling 

units. New/used units available. Camper 
repair. Crutcher’s RV, Cropsey, IL. (309) 

377-3721. 

ILLINOIS CONSULTING FORESTERS, 

INC. Timber Sales-Forest Management. 

We work for the landowner, www. Illinois 
consultingforesters.org. Ph. (618) 526- 

4251. 

WANTED: INDIAN ARTIFACTS of 

all kinds. Free appraisals. (309) 543-3847 
evenings or leave message. 

RELIV CARDIOSENTIALS offers a 
revolutionary leap forward in heart health. 
Build a lucrative business around this 
exciting new formula, clinically shown 

to lower cholesterol and reduce the risk 
of heart disease. Call now: (888) 251- 
1538. Rita Taylor, Independent Reliv 
Distributor. 

FISH ATTRACTORS-PORTABLE, 
EFFECTIVE-new lightweight 5 1/2 foot 
snap-together PVC self-standing structure 

attracts all types of fish. Tested effective. 
$29.95 each. Contact Don Norton at 
(618) 525-4305. dnorton@shawneelink. 
net. 

MILE’S TRADING POST FLEA MAR¬ 
KET. Rt 3&146 junction - McClure. Open 
Sat/Sun. The good stuff you can’t live 
without. Vendors wanted. 

ARCHED BRIDGE WITH HANDRAIL 

over your creek or ditch. Will make 
custom. Call Leonard or Ryan (618) 475- 
2073. E-mail vasquezmetal@aol.com. 

FOUNTAINS/AIREATORS for lakes 

reduces algae/pond scum growth, enhances 
fish growth, reduces mosquitos. Relaxing 

to watch. Aquatic Control of IL. (309) 

826-8444. 

A PLACE TO GET AWAY. Lodging, 
cabins, weddings, reunions, hiking & more. 
Call Starved Rock Lodge at (800) 868- 
ROCK (7625) or www.starvedrocklodge. 
com. 

LIGHTHOUSE. Have your own. Full 

size, 32’ tall 12'-7 diameter, 4 floors. Top 
deck w/handrails. Delivery worldwide. 

Call Leonard (866) 732-5183. E-mail 
vasquezmetal@aol.com. 

How to place an ad: 
1) Type or print ad neatly. 

2) Count words. Cost is $25 for up to the first 
20 words. $1.50 each additional word. 
Ads with insufficient funds will not be 
printed. 

3) Prepayment is required. Include check 
or money order with ad for amount due. 
Also include address label from Illinois 
Country Living or other proof of Illinois 
electric cooperative membership. Only 
members of Illinois electric cooperatives 
may place Marketplace ads. 

4) Mail to: Illinois Marketplace, RO. Box 3787, 
Springfield, IL 62708, by deadline. 

Deadlines: September issue - July 20; 
October issue - August 20. 

We reserve the right to reject any adver¬ 
tisement. Ads received after the deadline 
will be placed in the next available issue. 
Non-members wishing to advertise should 
contact the Weiss Group at (480) 860-5394 
for information about display advertising. 

JULY 2005 www.aiec.coop 25 



Local people. Serving you. 
That’s the cooperative difference. 

Touchstone Energy " 
Cooperatives 

As a member of an electric cooperative, you’re 
connected to a powerful source of energy; co-op employees. 

You can depend on them to provide 
reliable and responsive service. 

And. because co-op employees live and work here, they 
generously donate time and energy to projects that 

enhance your community. 

Responsive co-op employees: 
making sure the people have the power. 

26 ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING www.icl.coop 



Wired Vs. Wireless: How Do You Choose? 

For the highest speeds and better security, an Ethernet network with a secure 
firewall/router is a good home networking choice. 

If you’re looking for a cost- 
effective way for your family 
to share Internet access, games 
and files and printers and other 
peripherals, there are a number 
of home networking alternatives. 
But do you add new wires? Use 
existing ones? Or go wireless? 

New Wiring for 
New Homes 

If you’re building a new home 
or adding a home office, installing 
a structured wiring system makes 
the most sense. This new wiring 
scheme efficiently distributes 
telephone, data, video, and audio 
signals throughout your home 
using Cat 5e Unshielded Twisted 
Pair (UTP) cabling for “Fast 
Ethernet” (10/lOOMbps) data 
transmission speeds. It also future- 
proofs your network for up to 
“Gigabit Ethernet” (1000Mbps) 
speed. 

With structured wiring, 
individual wire runs connect jacks 
in each room to a central struc¬ 
tured media panel. But like any 
home wiring, it’s not particularly 
cost-effective to install once the 
walls go up so he sure to run extra 
lines of cable to support future 
connection needs. 

Existing Wiring for 
Existing Homes 

If you’re not building a new 
home or adding on an extension, 
you can use the existing phone 
wiring to create a home network. 
Known as HomePNA (HPNA), 
this technology touts speeds 
of 10 Mbps, but delivery rates 
between 2-7 Mbps are more likely. 
Generally this is fast enough for 
most data applications, but sluggish 
for bandwidth-intensive applica¬ 
tions such as audio and video. 

If you choose the HomePNA 
approach you’ll need to have 
phone jacks installed near 
each computer, or you’ll have 
to run phone extension cords. 
HomePNA is not Macintosh- 
compatible and requires special 
cards and drivers in PCs that can 
potentially cause hardware and 
software conflicts. 

Another no-new-wires 
approach is to use your home’s 
AC power lines to network your 
PCs. This technology, known as 
HomePlugl.O, claims 14 Mbps 
speed, but realistically delivers in 
the 5-7 Mbps range. One draw¬ 
back of current systems is the 
presence of electrical noise on 
the power line, which can com¬ 
promise network performance 
below the 5-7 Mbps range. 

Going Wireless 

A wireless network avoids the 
sprawl of wires throughout your 
home while adding convenient 
room-to-room mobility. Two radio 
frequency (RE) technologies 

currently vie for acceptance 
in the wireless world: 802.1 lb 
and 802.1 Ig. Initially offered 
to business customers, 802.11b 
provides 10Mbps speed wirelessly. 
Popularly known as “WiFi”, it’s 
used for inexpensive residential 
retrofits and public “hot spots” 
like airport lounges and Starbucks 
coffee shops. The newest “WiFi” 
standard is 802.llg. Compatible 
with 802.1 lb, it can be up to 5 
times as fast (54 Mbps). 

Unfortunately, both wireless 
alternatives are slower and 
less reliable than structured 
wiring. They are also sensitive 
to interference from household 
appliances like cordless phones 
and microwaves and suffer from 
weak security schemes. If you’re 
building a new home or installing 
a home office, structured wiring 
offers the best bandwidth-to-cost 
ratio. For retrofit applications, 
choose no new wires or the 
wireless option that best matches 
your needs for convenience, 
speed, and security. 

Source: www.leviton.com 
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• Septic Care 

• Pond Care 

www.Pro-AgDirect.com 

(800) 599-9980 

As little as 6< per 

«J | 
FREE 

Brochure 

• 

• 

Natural 
Non-Chemical 

HERITAGE 
BUILDING SYSTEMS® 

Established 1979 

LET US SHOW YOU WHY WE RE #1! 

33’x 45’x 10’ $6,985 

39’x 72’x 12’ $11,896 

51’x 104’x 14’ $21,867 

80’x 150’x 16’ $46,835 

Since 1979 Heritage Building Systems’ 
focus has been to provide the 
industry with the finest quality, best 
looking pre-engineered steel 
structures at the lowest possible price. 

I .800.643.5555 
^w w w. h e r i t a g e b u i 1 d i n g s. c o n^ 

^ , „Get the 
AQUACLEAR Muck 

OUT! 
Marble size Aquaclear™ Pellets clear 

lake or pond bottom. 
Scientifically blended concentrate of microorganisms. 
Digest and breakdown bottom organic muck. Dead 
decaying vegetation disappears. Produces firmer 
bottom, fewer nutrients, better water quality. Easy to 
use. Simply broadcast pellets uniformly over surface. 
A 91b. can treats 0.50 to 1.00 acres—$46.00. 
A 451b. carton treats 2.50 to 5.00 acres—$174.00. 
Apply weekly for 1 month, then monthly to maintain. 
No water use restrictions! 

to order 
CALL TOLL FREE 800-328-9350 

Call 651-429-6742 • Fax 651-429-0563 

VISA Or write for FREE information to:   

AQUACIDE CO. ^ 
| 1627 - 9th Street, DEPT. 737X, Box 10748, 

White Bear Lake, MN 551104)748 

www.killlakeweeds.com • info@killlakeweeds.com 

OUR 50thYEAR! 

K KENTUCKY 
STEEL TRUSS 

BUILDINGS 

FREE CATALOGUE 

1-859-745-0606 
www.kstbuild.com 

24x30x8 
30x36x8 
40x48x10 
50x60x12 
60x80x12 
75x80x14 

$4,595 
$5,595 
$9,295 

$14,495 
$20,695 
$27,595 

Mewlook! 
TheHobsteel 

ADVANTAGE 
STEEL BUILDINGS, INC. 

For The Best Building Package 
At The Absolute Lowest Prices 
Call Today (877) 657-8335 

Or Go Online At 

www. advantagesteelbuildings .com 

30x50x10 $ 6,290.00 

40x60x12 $ 8,975.00 

50x75x14 $13,547.00 

80x120x16 $32,133.00 

We Also Have Mini-Storage Packages 
All Sizes Including Climate Control 

MOBILE HOME ROOF PROBLEMS? 

'The- Mobile- Fon^e Roo-pover SpeoioMs-b 

on the web: www.roofover.com 

fili 1-800-633-896 

♦ LIFETIME WARRANTY AGAINST LEAKS 

♦ COMMERCIAL GRADE STEEL ROOFING 

.♦ 2" - 3" INSULATION/LOWER UTILITY BILLS 

♦ IMPROVED APPEARANCE 

♦ ONE FOOT OVERHANG 

MORE ROOF RUMBLE 

*2££o 

NO 

Experience the versatility of America’s living legends. 

Adc opt a 
July 9 & 

Sterling, Illinois 
Wahl Equestrian Center 

For information call 1-800-293-1781 
I 

I-866-4MUSTANGS 
www.wildhorseandburro.blm. 

U.S. Department of the Interior 
Bureau of Land Management 
Wild Horse and Burro Program 

28 ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING www.icl.coop 



JULY DATEBOOK 

2, The Third Annual Freedom 
Fun Run/Walk in Litchfield. This 
5k run/walk begins with registra- 
tion at 7 a.m. and the race at 8 a.m. 
There is a fee for participation. 
Awards will be presented in various 
categories. (217) 324-5253 or www. 
litchfield.il.us. 

3, Jaycees Annual Fireworks 
Display in Geneseo. One of the 
largest displays in the area. (309) 
944-2686. 

3-4, Annual Flea Market on the 
grounds of the historic Old Court¬ 
house Museum in Watseka. Sunday 
12-4 p-m. Monday 9 a.m.-4 p.m. 
(815) 432-2215. 

9, The 1845 Independence Day at 
Lincoln Log Cabin State Historic 
Site in Lema. Many of the Lincolns’ 
neighbors will gather at their farm 
to celebrate an 1845 Independence 
Day. There will be militia drills, 
patriotic speeches, songs, a tableau, 
and much more. (217) 345-1845, or 
www.lincolnlogcabin.org. 

14- 17, The 118th Annual Blan- 
dinsville Farmers’ Picnic in Blan- 
dinsville. The theme will be “For 
Pet’s Sake.” Entertainment, food, 
merchants, a carnival, a parade, a 
bake-off, a craft auction, and more. 
(309) 652-3807 or (309) 652-3655. 

15- 23, Massac County Youth Fair 
at the Massac County Youth Fair¬ 
grounds in Metropolis. Admission 
is free. (618) 524-7320. 

at the Massac County Youth Fair¬ 
grounds in Metropolis. Friday from 
6-9 p.m. Saturday from 9 a.m.-3 
p.m. Case IH pedal tractor to be 
given away. (618) 524-2909. 

15-16, The 26th Anniversary Beef 
and Ag Festival in Princeton. Come 
out for tractor pulls, a talent show, 
a farm show, a flea market, delicious 
food, a car show, gospel music, a kiddy 

4, Fourth of July Celebration at 
Southern Illinois University in 
Carbondale. Enjoy an elaborate 
fireworks display. Free. 9:15 p.m. 
(618) 457-5255, (800) 526-1500, 
or cctb.org. 

4, Gigantic Fireworks Display in 
Litchfield. This colorful fireworks 
display will take place over beauti¬ 
ful Lake Lou Yaeger with camping, 
boating, and swimming available. 
Firework time will be approxi¬ 
mately 9:30 p.m. (217) 324-5253 
or www.litchfield.il.us. 

4, Fourth of July Celebration 
in Hillsboro. A Biathlon, a swim 
contest, a fishing contest, a talent 
show, a tumbling demonstration, 
food, games, and a fireworks dis¬ 

play. Free. Event is from 7 a.m.- 
9:30 p.m. (217) 532-3711. 

4, Fourth of July Celebration 
at the Coles County Memorial 
Airport in Mattoon. County-wide 
fireworks display. Free. Event is 
from 6 p.m.-10:30 p.m. (217) 258- 
6286, (800) 500-6286, or www. 
mattoonillinois.org. 

4, Fourth of July Celebration in 
Mount Carroll. Enjoy pork chop 
and chicken breast sandwiches, 
hot dogs, soda, and chips at the 
fire station (318 S. Clay St.) from 
11 a.m.-5:30 p.m. and (633 S. East 
St.) from 6 p.m. until the fireworks 
end. Parade at 4 p.m., skydivers at 
the athletic field at dusk along with 
fireworks. Free. (815) 244-2255. 
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16, Animal Enrichment Day at Miller Park Zoo in Bloomington. 
10:30 a.m.-3 p.m. What does a tiger like to do for fun? How do 
the sea lions learn all their tricks? Why do the zookeepers teach 
them tricks? Go to Miller Park Zoo and learn more about animal 
enrichment. Several zoo animals will be highlighted throughout 
the day. (309) 434-2243. 

tractor pull, free pony rides, and an 
ice cream eating contest. (815) 875- 
2616. 

16, The Fifth Annual Garden Walk 
in Watseka and Sheldon. 10 a.m.-4 
p.m. Tickets are $10 for the garden 
walk. A box lunch option is available 
for an additional $5. (815) 432-2215. 

16, Newton Masonic Lodge No. 
216 Re-dedication Ceremony in 
Newton. Refreshments will be served 
at 11:30 a.m. The ceremony will be¬ 
gin at 1 p.m. Following the ceremony 
will be an open house until 6 p.m. 
(618) 783-3465. 

17, The 2nd Annual Lisdoonvara 
Matchmaking Festival at the Irish 
Cottage in Galena. An Outdoor 
festival with food, Irish dancing, live 
entertainment, and a matchmaking 
activity. $10 admission. Event is from 
2-10 p.m. (815) 776-0707, (866) 284- 
7474, or www.theirishcottage.com. 

22-23, Party In The Park in Li¬ 
tchfield. A two-day celebration cir¬ 
cling Carnegie Library. A carnival, 
entertainment, a Miss Chamber of 
Commerce Pageant, craft and vendor 
booths, and more. (217) 324-2533 or 
tourism@litchfieldil.com. 

22-24, Millroad Steam and Gas En¬ 
gine Show at the Effingham County 
Fairgrounds in Altamont. Antique 
tractors, antique farm machinery, and 
stationary engines will be on display 
all weekend. Also, enjoy a Draft 
horse pull, antique tractor pull, horse 
farming, a flea market, a pedal pull 
for children 12-years and younger, a 
Civil War camp, free rides on a min¬ 
iature train for children, a train show, 
and much more. Admission is $4 for 
adults, and children 12-years and 
younger are free with a paid adult. 
www.altamontil.net/thresherman.htm 
or (618) 483-5201. 

22-30, 151st Champaign County 
Fair in Urbana. Enjoy a demolition 
car derby, World Championship Ro¬ 

deo, AMA Pro-Am motorcycle rac¬ 
es, a country music show, and more. 
$4 gate admission. (217) 367-8461, 
or www.prairienet.org/ccfair. 

29-30, Third Annual River Coun¬ 
try Quilt Show in Jacksonville. 
Quilters throughout the area are 
invited to exhibit quilts. Exhibits 
include wearable art, wall-hang¬ 
ings, underground railroad quilts, 
antique quilts, and much more. 
(217) 243-5678, (800) 593-5678, or 
www, jacksonvilleil.org/tourism. 

30-31, BBQ and Bluegrass Festi¬ 
val at Shawnee Winery in Vienna. 
Ole Fishskins will perform on Sat¬ 
urday from 3 - 7 p.m., and Wood- 
box Gang will perform on Sunday 
from 3-7 p.m. Delicious BBQ will 
be available all weekend. Admis¬ 
sion is $5, and includes a free wine 
glass. Bring your lawn chairs or 
blanket. (888) 659-WINE or www. 
shawneewinery.com. 

Illinois Country Living publishes event listings as space allows, giving preference to events of regional or 
statewide interest. Event listings are provided by the event sponsors and the Illinois Bureau of Tourism. The 
magazine assumes no responsibility for the accuracy of information submitted for publication and advises call¬ 
ing ahead to confirm dates and times. To be considered for inclusion, send listings and photographs (If sending 
photographs please include self-addressed stamped envelope) to Illinois Datebook, Illinois Country Living, PO 
Box 3787, Springfield, IL 62708-3787. The deadline for September submissions is July 15. 
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...because this home has a state-of-the-art 

WaterFurnace geothermal system. 

There’s no flame from burning fossil fuels 

and no danger of carbon monoxide. No 

annoying blast of cold air as with ordinary 

furnaces. And no high energy1 bills, because a 

WaterFurnace system can save up to 60 percent in 

annual heating and cooling costs. WaterFurnace geothermal 

heating and cooling: A lot more than meets the eye. Call a 

dealer near you for more information. 

Damiansville 
Toennies Service Co. 
618-248-5130 

Decatur 
Design Air Htg. & A/C 
217-429-1105 
800-452-7845 

Delavan 
Jeckel Plumbing & Htg. 
309-244-8265 

Marion Pittsfield Thomasboro 
D & C Sheetmetal Peters Htg. & A/C, Inc. Hoveln Htg. & Clg. 

Effingham 
618-997-6577 217-285-1600 217-643-2125 

Jansen's Htg. & A/C Metropolis Pontiac Tuscola 

217-347-5223 Mike’s Htg. & Air Kupferschmid, Inc. Triangle Htg. & Clg. 

Flora 
618-524-3270 815-842-3812 217-253-5400 

Electro Electric Mt. Vernon Quincy Yandalia 

618-662-4520 Holloway Htg. & A/C Peters Htg. & A/C, Inc. Hunter Appliance Htg. & Clg. 

Forrest 
618-242-5481 217-222-1368 618-283-3224 

Kupferschmid, Inc. Murphysboro Red Bud Vienna 

815-657-8147 Williams A/C & Htg., Inc. De Rousse Htg. & A/C, Inc. Mike’s Htg. &Air 

Gibson City 
618-684-3606 618-282-2224 618-695-2756 

Houston Plumbing Normal Springfield Virden 

800-379-2165 Frost Clg. & Htg. Collins Plumbing & Htg. Snell’s Plumbing & Htg. 

Goodfield 
309-862-2571 217-793-8031 217-965-3911 

Hinrichsen Pana Sullivan Waterloo 
309-965-2604 Macari Service Center Rowland Plumbing & Htg. Sigman Htg. & A/C 

Lawrenceville 
217-562-3631 217-728-8025 618-234-4343 

Tracv Electric Paxton Shelbyville Toennies Service Co. 

-^r 
-
 ! 

0-1 
rr- 

. O' 
cc 
Cc Houston Plumbing Macari Service Center 618-248-5130 

Lincoln 
800-379-2165 217-774-4214 Watseka 

Albert Service Htg. & A/C Peru Steelville R & M Electric 

217-735-9990 Pro’s Htg. & Clg. Williams A/C & Htg., Inc. 815-432-4062 

Litchfield 
815-223-0715 618-965-2040 West Frankfort 

Snell’s Plumbing & Htg. Petersburg Taylorville McCords Htg. & A/C 

217-324-4560 

Macomb 
Arnold Brothers Htg. & Clg. 
309-833-2852 

Collins Plumbing & Htg. 
217-632-3670 

Yard Htg. & Clg. 
217-824-4737 

618-932-3745 

Call 800.GEO.SAVE or visit waterftirnace.com 



ATTENTION DIABETICS! 
IF YOU ARE A DIABETIC AND ON MEDICARE, YOU MAY 
RECEIVE DIABETIC SUPPLIES AT LITTLE OR NO COST. 

DIABETIC SHOES 
Therapeutic shoes, 

sneakers and insoles 
are now covered by 

Medicare. 
We carry many styles 
and colors, all sizes, 

all widths. 
Our certified 

pedorthists will 
evaluate your feet 
for a perfect fit. 

Now available 
in YOUR state. 

DIABETIC SUPPLIES 

Freestyle 

FREE GLUCOSE MONITOR FOR MEDICARE PATIENTS! 
No More Fingersticks! Freestyle Glucose Monitors have been approved by the 
FDA for alternate site testing. TYPE 1 & TYPE 11 - Medicare Patients are eligible 
to receive: 
• Glucose Monitors • Test Strips • Lancets 
• Lancing Device • Control Solution and more 

Call or write for free information today! 

Please send me more information on how to receive my □ Diabetic Footwear and/or □ Diabetic Supplies. 

NAME  

ADDRESS     

CITY STATE ZIP 

PHONE  EMAIL  

f ^ 
3381 Fairlane Farms Road 
Wellington, FL 33414 

1-800-799-1477 
www.prescriptionsplus.com 

Sorry, HMO patients are not eligible. Medicare regulations apply. Illinois Magazine 7/05 


