
Electric 
Cooperative’s 



from 

★ Manual & Motorized 
Wheelchairs 

★ Scooters (POV's) 
★ Hospital Beds 
★ Canes/Walkers/Commodes 

and many other items 

American Quality 
J Healthcare 
Disabled? Handicapped? Fixed Incomes? 

You may qualify for NO OUT OF POCKET expense. American Quality 
Healthcare does the paper work to send to your doctors for 

needed approval of your equipment and to Medicare, Medicaid 
and most insurance companies. 

r*. A, 
Free 

799-0055 
With our durable medical 

equipment you'll enjoy 

★ more independence 
★ more self-reliance 
★ more confidence 

Mobility Products Corp. 
Authorized PRICE MOBILITY Peeler 



Long-Term Care Options 10 
Illinois offers more choices than ever before. 
Learn what home health care services, assisted 
living and retirement communities, and nursing 
homes have to offer. Cover photo by Bryce 
Cramer. 

ILLINOIS 
COUNTRY LIVING 
April 2005 f Volume 62 f Number 12 

ILLINOIS COMMENTARY 4 
Why is civility in public discourse so challenging? Read to 
find out. 

ILLINOIS CURRENTS 6 
Is your identity protected? Learn how to get a free credit 
report. 

SAFETY AND HEALTH 14 
Find out more information about maintaining water well 
safety. 

YOUR YARD AND GARDEN 16 
Are your trees getting the attention they deserve? Learn 
what you can do to help. 

Published by Association of 
Illinois Electric Cooperatives 

www.icl.coop 
John Lowrey Editor 

Michelle McNeal Assistant Editor 

Nancy R. Nixon 
& Catrina McCulley Wagner  Associate Editors 

Sandy Wolske Advertising Coordinator 

Erin Weller. Kara Henning & Kathy Feraris.... Graphic Designers 

Derek Squires Graphic Technician/Designer 

Connie Newenham Circulation Coordinator 

Illinois Country Living is a monthly publication serving the communications 

needs of 21 locally owned, not-for-profit Illinois electric cooperatives. More 
than 160.000 families receive the magazine as part of their electric cooperative 
membership. Monthly columns and stories provide information about topics and 

issues that affect the quality of their lives. 

Illinois Country Living (ISSN number 1086-8062) is published monthly and is 

the official publication of the Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives. 6460 

South Sixth Frontage Road. Springfield, 1L 62712. The cost is $2.40 plus postage 
per year for members of subscribing cooperatives and $6 per year for all others. 

Periodical postage paid at Springfield. Illinois, and additional mailing offices. 

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to: Illinois Country Living. P.O. Box 

3787, Springfield, Illinois 62708. 

CO-OP MEMBERS: When requesting an address change, please include the name 

of your cooperative. Telephone: (217) 529-5561 

Advertising and editorial inquiries should be directed to Illinois Country Living. 

P.O. Box 3787, Springfield, Illinois 62708. National advertising representative: 

The Weiss Group, 9414 San Salvadore Dr.. #226. Scottsdale. AZ 85258 (480) 860- 

5394 Fax: (480) 860-5396 Toll Free: 1 -877-WEISSGP. Acceptance of advertising 

by ICL does not imply endorsement by the publisher or the electric cooperatives 

of Illinois of the product or service advertised. ICL is not responsible for the 

performance of the product or service advertised. 

EDITORS: Articles appearing in Illinois Country Living may be reprinted upon 

consent of the editor. For permission phone (217) 529-5561 or write to John 

Lowrey, editor, Illinois Country Living. P.O. Box 3787, Springfield, IL 62708. 

Touchstone Energy ” 
www.touchstoneenergy.com 

TODAY’S TECHNOLOGY AND YOU 18 
Find out what you need to do before buying an appliance. 

ILLINOIS’ FINEST COOKING  22 
Sour Cream Coffee 
Cake 

Other recipes include: 

• Mississippi Mud Cake 

• Quesadillas 

• Oven Beef Stew 

• Puppy Chow 

• Sugarless Apple Pie 

• Baked Parmesan Fish 

• Tangy Country-Style 
Ribs 

ILLINOIS DATEB00K 30 

The Fifth Annual 
Pope County FFA 
Antique Tractor 
Show 

Others include: 

• Red Barn Market 

• Spring Craft Show 

• Quilt Show 

• Red Flat Rendezvous 

• Auto and Motorcycle 
Swap Meet and Car 
Show 

APRIL 2005 www.aiec.coop 3 



COMMENTARY ILLINOIS 

Civil Disagreements 
More civility is needed in 
congressional debates 

From the viewpoint of many 
long'time Congressional 

observers, the 104th Congress of a 
decade ago (1995-1996) was one 
of the most rancorous in memory. 
There seemed to be constant 
bickering between Members, who 
confronted each other in the 
Capitol’s hallways and meeting 
rooms as well as on the floor. 
After the 1994 elections the 
House was in Republican hands 
for the first time in an incredible 
40 years. Democrats did not “go 
quietly into the night” with their 
newfound minority status. 

During this rancorous time, 
Congressman David Skaggs, a 
Democrat from Colorado, and I 
sat down to discuss how we could 
bring a higher level of civility to 
the House of Representatives. 
What that discussion turned into 
was the Bipartisan Congressional 
Retreat, a three-day gathering at 
the beginning of the next four 
Congresses that would hopefully 
foster better cooperation and 
civility in public discourse. 

It is my belief that, once 
the partisan elections are over, 
the American people want their 
elected officials to work together 
to solve the problems of the 
country. That idea does not 
require a legislator to forfeit their 
core beliefs, but it does require an 
understanding that ours is a rep¬ 
resentative democracy. 

In order to accomplish 
things on behalf of the people 
we represent, we must respect 
the fact that we have to work 
together. We do not always have 
to agree on issues. We certainly 

should have impassioned debates. 
In fact, the greatness of our elec¬ 
tive bodies is the diversity of 
views that are represented, but to 
pass legislation that will work, we 
must have input from all sides and 
deliberate in a civilized fashion. 

When one Member is con¬ 
stantly going head-to-head 
with other Members on the 
House floor or in committee 
hearings, it is often hard for 
that Member to visualize the 
fact that these people have lives 
outside of Congress. They have 
spouses and grandchildren and 
amazing backgrounds and odd 
hobbies. They have many life 
experiences, which make them 
the Representatives they are. 

Today’s Congress is a world 
where a Member is in the nation’s 
capital during the week, often 
working late into the evening 
with committee or House floor 
activities. When Congress 
adjourns for the week, Members 
take the quickest flight home, in 
an attempt to squeeze as many 
local weekend events as pos¬ 
sible into their schedules. When 
Monday rolls around, the routine 
starts again. 

This schedule does not lend 
itself to much personal interaction 
between Members. Their days in 
Washington are dominated by the 
minutia of the legislative process, 
and the day-to-day struggles of the 
respective parties. 

I am disappointed that the 
Bipartisan Retreat will not hap¬ 
pen in this Congress, the 109th. 
Interest in the gathering has 
waned since the initial event, and 

it would have been difficult to get 
even a quarter of the Members to 
participate this year. I am disap¬ 
pointed in this because I believe 
we need efforts to create a higher 
level of civility now more than 
ever. Bickering and just plain 
rudeness continues to drown out 
sincere and levelheaded debate 
on serious issues. We are more 
concerned today with scoring 
political points than creating 
policy triumphs, and I think our 
efforts with the retreat could help 
to correct this imbalance. 

Our Founding Fathers 
designed our legislature 
- especially the House - as a 
place where words, not muscle, 
triumph. I certainly do not 
advocate passivity in debate, but 
conversely, I know there is no 
place for bitter, personal attacks 
in politics. As elected represen¬ 
tatives, we do not serve our 
constituents well by blindly fol¬ 
lowing dogmatic views without 
compromise. 

I am hopeful the highly 
charged, partisan atmosphere will 
change over time, and I will con¬ 
tinue to believe in civility and do 
my best to promote it. 

U.S. Congressman Ray 
LaHood represents the 18th 
Congressional District of 
Illinois. First elected on 
November 8, 1994, he was re¬ 
elected on November 2, 2004. 

The opinions and views of guest commen¬ 
tators are their own and may not represent 
those of the Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives or the electric co-ops of 
Illinois. 
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CURRENTS ILLINOIS 

Co-ops Pay Taxes 
Every year about this time we all start to 

grumble a little more about paying taxes. We 

hear about million dollar corporations not 

paying a dime in taxes and we grumble even 

more. 

You might hear some say co-ops don't pay 

any taxes. While it's true that, as not-for-profit 

businesses, co-ops do not pay federal corporate 

income tax, that's the only tax not paid by 

co-ops. 

Co-ops do pay property taxes, sales taxes, 

fuel taxes, payroll taxes... and that adds up too. 

In 2003, Illinois electric co-ops paid more than 

$33 million in taxes, to the tune of an average 

$128 per member. 

NEWS LEGISLATION a TRENDS ■ RESEARCH 

New Law Promotes Access to Free 
Credit Reports 

You can now get your credit report for free. A recent amendment to the 
federal Fair Credit Reporting Act (FCRA) requires each of the nationwide 
consumer reporting companies to provide you with a free copy of your credit 
report, at your request, once every 12 months. The Federal Trade Commission 
(FTC), the nation ’s consumer protection agency, has prepared a brochure, Your 
Access to Free Credit Reports, explaining your rights and how to order a free 
annual credit report. 

A credit report contains information on where you live, how you pay 
your bills, and whether you’ve been sued, arrested, or filed for bankruptcy. 
Nationwide consumer reporting companies sell the information in your report 
to creditors, insurers, employers, and other businesses that use it to evaluate 
your applications for credit, insurance, employment, or renting a home. 

You can order your free annual credit report online at www.annualcredit 
report.com, by calling (877) 322'8228, or by completing the Annual Credit 
Report Request Form and mailing it to: Annual Credit Report Request 
Service, P.O. Box 105281, Atlanta, GA 30348-5281. 

When you order, you need to provide your name, address, Social Security 
number, and date of birth. To verify your identity, you may need to provide 
some information that only you would know, like the amount of your monthly 
mortgage payment. 

Church and Career 
Development Center Receive 
Geothermal Grant 

The Career Development Center (CDC) in Fairfield 
was recently awarded a $6,887 grant toward the com¬ 
pletion of a geothermal heating and cooling system. West 
Twin Grove Christian Church in Bloomington received a 
similar grant totaling $15,250. 

Funded by the Illinois Clean Energy Community 
Foundation, and administered by the Association of 
Illinois Electric Cooperatives (AIEC), the geothermal 
grant program was created to promote the installation 
of energy efficient geothermal systems to heat and cool 
public and non-profit facilities served by Illinois’ electric 
cooperatives. 

The grants are available for any facility operated by 
a government or non-profit organization, and served by 
an Illinois electric cooperative. Eligible facilities, such as 
schools, community centers, libraries and churches, may 
apply for a grant of up to $50,000 to help offset the higher 
initial cost of geothermal system installations. 

Information on the Illinois Clean Energy Community 
Foundation’s other grant programs can be found at www. 
illinoiscleanenergy.org. For more information about 
the geothermal system funding program, contact the 
local electric cooperative in your area or the AIEC at 
(217) 529-5561 , or go to www.aiec.coop. 

One of the best Web sites covering Illinois 
weather is http://illiniweather.com. There 
are links to about everything related to Illinois 
weather. One link is the University of Illinois 
Department of Atmospheric Sciences - the 
award-winning weather site of the foremost 
weather school in the United States. 
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Could Dramatically Reduce ENERGY STAR Power Adapters 
America's Electric Bill 

If the approximately 1.5 billion power adapters that 

connect our cell phones, digital cameras, answering 

machines, camcorders, and countless other gadgets to wall 

outlets used less power, Americans could save billions of 

dollars on their electric bills. The ENERGY STAR label 

is now available for external power adapters that meet 

EPAs newly established energy-efficiency guidelines. On 

average, ENERGY STAR-qualified power adapters will be 

35 percent more efficient. 

As many as 1.5 billion power adapters are in use in 

the United States - about five for every American. In the 

United States, more-efficient adapters have the poten¬ 

tial to save more than 5 billion kilowatt hours (kWh) of 

energy per year and prevent the release of more than 4 

million tons of greenhouse gas emissions, the equivalent 

of taking 800,000 cars off the road. 

Power adapters are devices that convert AC 

(alternating current) power from a wall outlet into DC 

(direct current) power that is used to power electronic 

products. Adapters are crucial to the operation of virtually 

any small electronic device, yet they tend to be very 

inefficient. In the United States alone, total electricity 

flowing through external and internal power supplies is 

about 207 billion kwh/year, equal to about $17 billion a 

year, or 6 percent of the national electric bill. 

The energy use from consumer electronics and small 

appliances could account for almost 30 percent of a 

typical home’s electricity bill by 2010. By comparison, the 

average household today spends 45 percent of its energy 

bill on heating and cooling, and just 6 percent to con¬ 

tinuously run a refrigerator. For additional information 

visit www.energystar.gov. 

Ethanol Research Gets Boost From 
$75,000 Grant 

The Hewlett Foundation has given $75,000 to the Governors' Ethanol Coalition to encourage the 

growth of the ethanol market and reduce dependence on imported oil. 

The funds will be used to study ethanol production from sources such as corn stalks and fiber, wheat 

straw, rice husks, nutshells, wood chips, and other sources. 

Members of the coalition will develop policy recommendations on improving the environment and 

commercializing ethanol production. The recommendations, scheduled to be released in February, will 

become the basis for state and federal legislative initiatives. 

Ethanol from such sources could boost rural economies, says Gov. Rod Blagojevich. "The nation's de¬ 

pendence on imported oil drains more and more of the wealth from Illinois and every state each year," 

Blagojevich says. "One way to reverse this money drain is to produce a greater portion of the nation's 

fuel from local renewable resources." 

Blagojevich is currently chairman of the coalition, made up of governors from 29 states, Puerto 

Rico, Canada, Mexico, Sweden, Brazil, and Thailand. 

Energize Your New Home Purchase 
McLean County will be holding a free Affordable Housing Fair on Saturday, 

April 23, 2005, from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at Illinois Wesleyan University 

Shirk Center, Bloomington. The fair is being held in conjunction with the 

Illinois Sustainable Living Fair. The theme for the fair is “Energize Your New 

Home Purchase.” 

There will be informational sessions on Saturday, April 23, on mortgages, 

how to work with a Realtor, home inspections, available homeowner assistance 

programs, and much more. 

The Illinois Sustainable Living Fair (ISLE) will be held at the Illinois 

Wesleyan University Shirk Center, April 22-23. The event is open to the pub¬ 

lic and admission is free. 

More than 50 energy professionals, not-for-profit organizations, area lending 

institutions, and other businesses will have exhibitor booths. There will be 

workshops on energy-efficient technologies, LEED and green building design, 

renewable energy, sustainable living, land conservation and restoration, 

organic farming, and affordable home-purchasing options. 

Warn Your Children 
To Stay Away From 
Substations 

The "Fear Factor" episode aired Monday, 

January 31,2005, featured a stunt involving con¬ 

testants receiving electric shocks against the back¬ 

drop of a utility substation. It does not take the 
thousands of volts present in transmission lines 

and utility equipment to result in death. In the 

real world, electricity is a uniquely unforgiving 

force that can be fatal at even "low levels" of 

current. A fraction of an amp can stop the heart. 
Utility substations are a crucial part of 

the electric infrastructure, containing tens of 
thousands of volts of electricity. They are not a 
playground, nor an appropriate backdrop for a 

reality TV show. Make sure children understand 

and follow basic safety rules: 
• Never climb trees near power lines. Even if 

the power lines aren't touching the tree, they 

could make contact when more weight is added 

to the branch. 

• Fly kites and model airplanes in large open 

areas like a park or a field, safely away from 

trees and overhead power lines. If a kite gets 

stuck in a tree that's near power lines, don't 

climb up to get it. Contact your electric utility for 

assistance. 

• Never climb a utility pole. Don't play on or 

around pad-mounted electrical equipment. 

• Never go into an electric substation for any 

reason - even on a dare. Electric substations con¬ 

tain high-voltage equipment, which can kill you. 

Never rescue a pet that goes inside. Call your 

electric co-op instead. 
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April is Child 
Abuse Prevention 
Month 

Each April, people across the country join 

forces to raise awareness of the terrible tragedy 

of child abuse and to promote specific ways 

we can all help to prevent these occurrences in 

our communities. Prevent Child Abuse Illinois, 

established in 1990, is dedicated exclusively to 

the prevention of child abuse and neglect. Its 

programs contribute to strong, healthy families 

by: 

• Helping to prepare and support parents so 

that they can better care for their children, 

• Educating parents, grandparents, neighbors, 

babysitters, and others about situations that 

can be harmful to children; and raising con¬ 

cern among all citizens. 

Prevent Child Abuse Illinois has made great 

strides in this work. Today, more people are 

aware of the signs of child abuse and neglect, 

more people are reporting child abuse, and more 

parents and guardians are changing the ways 

they talk to and treat their children. 

But, the painful realities of abuse and 

neglect continue to haunt the lives of our children 

everyday. Nearly 107,000 children were reported 

abused last year in Illinois. For more infor¬ 

mation on how you can help contact: Prevent 

Child Abuse Illinois, 528 South 5th Street, Suite 

211, Springfield, 11 62701,(217) 522-1129, or 

Prevent Child Abuse Illinois Prevention Resource 

Development Project, 4617 N. Prospect Road 

#8. Peoria Heights, II 61616, (309) 688-6246. 

www.preventchildabuseillinois.org 

April 15th Tax Day Reminder - 
Uncle Sam wants you to file online 

While nobody likes paying taxes, the Treasury Department and the Internal 

Revenue Service have been working to make the burden of paying taxes a 

little easier. E-ftling and electronic services offered on IRS.gov are seeing big 

increases each year. Taxpayers can use these services and follow other simple 

steps to help make tax time easier. 

IRS e-file is the fastest, most accurate, and secure way to file a tax return. 

If a taxpayer is due a refund, the waiting time for e-filers is half that of paper 

filers. Some taxpayers may qualify for the Free File service accessed through 

www.irs.gov. The efficiency of filing electronically saves both taxpayers and the 

IRS time and money. 

The IRS is trying to meet the money-saving goal of having 80 percent of all 

| taxpayers e-file by 2007. Fast year 47 percent filed online. In Illinois, 829,000 

filed state returns online. Eligibility and information is available at www.iltax. 

com. 

Survey Of Dairy Farmers Offers Surprises 
Phillip R. Eberle, associate professor in Southern Illinois University 

Carbondale’s Department of Agribusiness Economics, says a survey of 404 dairy 

farmers in Idaho, Illinois, Iowa, Kansas, New Mexico, Ohio, South Dakota, 

and Wisconsin found that dairy farmers wanted extension service help with 

new management strategies and technologies. 

“The overall concern (behind the study) was whether there might be 

something we could do in Illinois about the decline in farms, cows, and milk 

production,” Eberle said. 

“Some states, or regions within states, have programs to help dairy 

farms. Kansas, for example, has an incentive program to attract new dairies; 

, Wisconsin has tax benefits and an Agricultural Development Zone Program. 

| Our idea was to see if these plans were important in making decisions to 

expand or relocate.” The broad, uncomplicated answer to that question is no. 

Whether or not they had expanded, dairy farmers on average ranked markets 

for milk and related products first, followed by resource availability and prices, 

! family and community ties, structural issues, the regulatory environment, and 

community support and services. 

So what does this mean for the state’s dairy industry? Eberle suggested 

focusing the efforts of two highly valued services — extension and university 

research — on what farmers see as problem areas. 

Expansion of the state’s dairy industry may depend less on incentives 
than on factors beyond the state’s control, Southern Illinois University 
Carbondale researchers have found. 
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Accidents that Changed the World 

By Tina Marie Farmer 

erbert sloshed through 
the dense muck of the 
primordial ooze to court 
Gertie, the cavewoman 

who put the ooga in his booga. 
Gertie swooned as Herbert 
valiantly stumbled, recovered, 
warded off an occasional sabre 
tooth, and plunged on toward 
her. Suddenly Herbert was 
overtaken by a tsunami of slime 
and flying feet. Swiping mud 
from his face, Herbert blinked 
and stared in disbelief as Gertie, 
awed by the skidding entrance 
of her new suitor, scrambled 
onto the back of Bruno’s sleek 
brachiosaurus and raced off 
into the murky distance, waving 
and blowing kisses. 

It was a heartbroken Her¬ 
bert who trudged back to his 
cave and consoled himself by 
chipping away at a block of 
stone. Day after miserable day 
he chipped, chipped, chipped, 
until one day, the block rolled! 

Zooming around on his 
new invention, Herbert turned 
the cavewomen into masses of 
giggles and fluttering eyelashes 
when he rolled by grunting 
and waving his club. Gertie, 
dismayed by this new turn of 
events, tried every ruse known 
to woman to win Herbert back, 
but alas, to no avail. Herbert 
didn’t need her anymore; he had 
his wheel. 

Okay, so maybe it didn’t 
happen quite that way, but his¬ 
tory is full of “accidents” that 
changed the world. This is espe¬ 
cially true of electrical discover¬ 
ies and inventions. The following 
geniuses prove that sometimes 

things just mess 
up and go right. 

■ 600 B.C.- 
Thales of Miletus 
discovered that 
rubbing amber (fos¬ 
silized tree sap) with wool 
produced a “charge”—what we 
now call static electricity. 
■ 1600 A.D.- William Gil¬ 
bert, an English scientist, 
studied Thales’ experiment 
and named the phenomena 
“electricity.” The word came 
from the Greek word for am¬ 
ber, elektron. 
■ 1752 A.D.- Unbeknownst 
to him, Benjamin Franklin 
invented the lightning rod 
when he flew a kite with an 
iron spike attached to it dur¬ 
ing a lightning storm. Holding 
an iron key fastened to the 
kite string, Franklin got quite 
a jolt when lightning traveled 
the length of the string and ex¬ 
ited through his wrist, proving 
that lightning is a harvestable 
electrical phenomenon. 
■ 1800 A.D.- Alessandro 
Volta stacked plates of two 
conductive metals, zinc and 
copper, on top of each other to 
settle a disagreement he was 
having with fellow scientist 
Luigi Galvani about the elec¬ 
trical conductivity of Volta’s 
famous frog legs—coinciden¬ 
tally inventing the first electric 
battery. The word “volt,” a unit 
of electric force that measures 
the pressure of electricity, is 
named after him. 
■ 1826 A.D.- G erman 
physicist Georg Simon Ohm 

introduced a theory about 
electrical conduction show¬ 
ing the relationship between 
potential, current, and circuit 
resistance. Scientists received 
the theory, now a universally 
accepted law, with laughter 
and disdain. Think words 
don’t hurt? Ohm was so hurt 
by the ridicule that he aban¬ 
doned his lifelong work in 
academia. 
■ 1841 A.D.- While dab¬ 
bling in his father’s brew¬ 
ery, English physicist James 
Prescott Joule stumbled upon, 
and published, a law outlining 
the proportional relationship 
of heat production by an elec¬ 
tric current, the resistance of 
the wire the current is travel¬ 
ing on, and the square of the 
current. Better known for his 
experiments with heat, the 
joule (unit of work/energy) is 
named for him. 
■ 1897 A.D.- Settling a 
dispute with German scien¬ 
tists, British physicist J.J. 
Thomson experimented with 
cathode rays in a glass tube. 
Using an electric field to redi¬ 
rect the rays, Thomson proved 
they were composed of par¬ 
ticles and not electromagnetic 
radiation. Thomson is credited 
with discovering the particles 
now known as electrons, the 
negatively charged particles 
contained in atoms. 
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the time ever comes when you 
can no longer live alone with- 

j| out assistance, there are several 
options available to you based on 

your needs and finances. Moving in 
with a family member is an option, 
but it can often be too emotionally, 
physically, and financially draining 

for families. Fortunately, Illinois has 
great options that promote both in- 
dependence and comfort. 

The three primary choices 
are to pay for home health care, 
relocate to an assisted living or 
retirement community, or move 
to a nursing home. 
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Marie Smith chose to move to an 
apartment at Eastland Retirement 
Community for a variety of reasons. 
One was the sliding glass doors lead' 
ing to a private patio. “I just can’t 
wait for warm weather to get here to 
enjoy it,” she says. 



Home Health Care Services 

Dolores Gordon (left) kept her independence while regaining her health thanks 
to VNA-TIP nurses like Millie Hanson, RN. “Everyone was wonderful and 
the nurses really helped me out,” she says. Photo courtesy of Bryce Cramer. 

t)me is where a person is 
most comfortable. It’s where 
lives are shared and memo¬ 
ries are made. And thanks 

to visiting nurses associations and 
other at-home care organizations, 
it’s also where speech and physical 
therapists, caretakers, and nurses 
go to help seniors with daily tasks 
and medical issues. 

VNA-TIP HomeCare in 
Murphsyboro is a visiting nurses 
association that provides care 
to more than 800 patients in 37 
counties, primarily located in 
Southern Illinois. “Our services 
have to go where the people live. 
If it’s 30 miles from the nearest 
town, we’re there,” says VNA-TIP 
HomeCare Community and Pro¬ 
fessional Relations Representative 
Sunny Siebart. 

When Dolores Gordon was 
battling cancer a few years ago, 
she found help in VNA-TIP. “The 
nurses came out to make sure I was 
healing. They had to watch my 
vital signs, blood pressure, and sugar 
levels,” she says. A long-time Egyp¬ 
tian Electric Cooperative member, 
Gordon lives in rural Ava, away 
from local medical facilities. Un¬ 
able to drive herself at that time, 
Gordon would have had to impose 
on someone else each day to take 
her to her doctor’s office. VNA-TIP 
helped her keep her independence. 

Siebart says that many pa¬ 
tients, like Gordon, need care for 
a short time. Others need private 
duty care, health care assistance, 
or hospice services for the rest of 
their lives. Private duty care often 
means private pay. It provides help 

ranging from light housekeeping 
and personal care services to 24- 
hour in-home nursing assistance. 

Health care assistance is 
provided when a physician ap¬ 
proves it, and is often covered by 
insurance, Medicare, or Medicaid. 
Nurses, aides, and therapists can 
provide chemotherapy treatments, 
injections, physical therapy, and 
a variety of other services, saving 
patients a trip to the doctor. 

A person diagnosed with less 
than six months to live is eligible 
for hospice care, which is offered 
throughout the state. Hospice 
care is usually paid for by Medi¬ 
care and seeks to improve the 
patient’s quality of life, as well as 

support the surviving family. 
“People don’t want to spend 

their last days in a cold, sterile 
hospital, but they want to be 
comfortable,” says Siebart. VNA- 
TIP provides that comfort with 
nurses, aides, and volunteers who 
provide services such as bathing 
and dressing, checking vital signs 
and managing pain, helping with 
household chores, making arrange¬ 
ments, contacting doctors, and sit¬ 
ting with a patient or their spouse. 

“The family is so busy at that 
time and has so much on their 
minds. We’re here to help take 
some of that away and let them 
concentrate on their loved one,” 
says Siebart. 

Assisted Living and Retirement Homes Though we all want to live at 
home, taking care of a house 
and property is a lot of work. 
And when health problems 

arise, or driving is no longer an 
option, seniors start to lose their 
independence and have to rely 

more and more on family mem¬ 
bers and friends. 

“There just comes a time 
when you don’t have the energy 
or health to live on your own,” 
says Jane Moose, part-owner of 
Eastland Retirement Community 

in Auburn, one of many new re¬ 
tirement and assisted living com¬ 
munities being built in Illinois. 
“Just because you have a lot of 
problems, doesn’t mean you can’t 
be independent,” insists Moose. 
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Independence is the key ingre- J 
dient in communities offering pri- 
vate apartments with extra services 
not found in traditional apartment 
living. Group formal dining rooms 
and game rooms are often staples 
of these communities, as is apart¬ 
ment cleaning and linen services, 
beauty shops, doctors’ offices, and 
transportation services. 

Some facilities are licensed 
assisted living, while others have 
contracted with a licensed orga¬ 
nization. Eastland has joined with 
Interim Healthcare’sK Incremen¬ 
tal Care Program to offer residents 
such assisted living services as 24' 
hour care, dressing and bathing 
help, and medication reminders. 

Jane and Wayne Moose built 
Eastland on 22 acres of their 
2,300-acre family farm in rural 
Auburn. The units include senior 
friendly details such as wide door¬ 
ways, higher sinks and outlets, 
pull cords in the bathrooms and 
bedrooms for emergencies, and 
handles instead of knobs on fau¬ 
cets and doors. Eastland also rents 
an apartment by the weekend so 
prospective residents can experi¬ 
ence community living before 
making a decision. 

“The main advantage to living 
here is that you’re going to have 
interaction with people. You have to 
get out of the apartment, get dressed, 
and get moving,” says Moose. She 

adds that residents also feel safe and 
look out for one another. 

Rural Electric Convenience 
Cooperative member Marie 
Smith chose to move to Eastland 
a year ago. “I wanted a nice place, 
but didn’t want to have to care 
for a house,” she says. Another 
factor in her decision was that her 
son and his family wouldn’t need 
to worry about her living alone 
anymore. “He knows I’ll be taken 
care of when he’s not here.” 

The social aspect of living in 
a community is a bonus for her. “I 
like the entertainment they have, 
especially if it’s music, but I like to 
stay in and read too, so I don’t par¬ 
ticipate in everything,” she says. 

Nursing Homes 

oving to a nursing home 
is never an easy choice. 
It is most often a decision 
made in the hospital 

when a person discovers he or she 
can’t go home. But planning ahead 
and visiting nursing homes before 
you or a family member needs one 
will enable you to choose the facil¬ 
ity that best meets your needs. 

Today’s licensed nursing homes 
aren’t like those a decade ago. 
Many people stay in a facility for 
only a short time to receive care 
and therapy that will allow them 
to return home. And great strides 
have been made to encourage resi¬ 
dents to be more independent and 
to make the nursing home environ¬ 
ment more homelike. 

At Heritage Manor East 
in Beards town, residents make 
choices about many aspects of 
their everyday lives, an idea 
previously unheard of in nursing 
homes. “You decide when you 
want to get up, what you want to 
eat, when you want to bathe, and 
those sorts of things; just like you 
would do at home,” says Adminis¬ 
trator Pat McNeal. 

Heritage is unique in that it 
has a separate legacy care unit 
designed for dementia and Al¬ 
zheimer’s residents. James Curtis 

v -r;. 

Although taking a break here to enjoy a buffet lunch, Mary LaMaster can often 

be found at the piano at Heritage Manor East, performing songs from her days 

as a Sweet Adeline. 

came to live in the legacy unit 
last year. His son, Dr. Rod Curtis, 
says his father has suffered from 
dementia for five years, and when 
he suffered a stroke three years 

ago, caring for him became a large 
strain on the family. “It was very 
challenging for us financially, 
physically, and psychologically,” 
he says. When James broke his 
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hip a year later, the family’s only 
choice was a nursing home. 

The Curtis family quickly 
found a facility close to home, hut 
the nursing home they chose was 
unable to properly understand 
and care for James’ Alzheimer’s 
disease. His family needed to find 
a more qualified place that James 
could call home, and Heritage’s 
legacy unit was the answer. James 
blossomed under the specialized 
care he received. 

“It’s been a miracle for us. The 
reason he’s doing so well is because 
of the staff - they understand pa- 
tients with dementia and how to 
approach them. That’s why he’s 
successful there,” says Dr. Curtis. 

The difference is that the 
legacy unit provides residents 
with choices and activities, and 
has a higher staff-to-patient ratio. 
The unit is also a secured, but not 
locked, environment. 

“If residents push on a door, 
a buzzer sounds and gives us 
time to try to redirect them hack 
inside. But if they want to go 
outside, maybe into the enclosed 
courtyard, someone will go with 
them,” says McNeal. “We don’t 
force them. They have a choice. 
You should never tell anyone that 
they cannot do something.” 

The same principle is applied 
to the health care side of the nurs¬ 
ing home, where residents are 
encouraged, but not required, to 
participate in social activities in the 
home and the community. Resi¬ 
dents attend local events and festi¬ 
vals, and sponsor some community 
events at the nursing home. 

Interaction between a nursing 
home and the community is very 
important, says Bill Kempiners, 
Executive Director of the Illinois 
Health Care Association. “People 
aren’t being removed from the 
community, they’re just changing 
locations,” he says. 

“When you’re looking for a 
nursing facility, look for a facility 
in the community that the person 
lives in so that they can keep their 
local contacts, or look for a facil¬ 
ity close to a family member,” says 

Kempiners. But stay flexible. Some¬ 
times, as in the case of the Curtis 
family, moving away from commu¬ 
nity and family is the best choice 
due to the level of care needed. 

Other considerations in 
choosing a nursing home include 
checking to he sure the home is a 
state-licensed facility, has safety 
measures in place, serves food typ¬ 
ical of the resident’s home diet, 
and has adequate staff. “You have 
to feel a sense of home and fam¬ 
ily when you walk in. That’s the 
key,” says Kempiners. “I also look 
to see that residents are treated as 
individuals and respected. If you 
have that relationship between 
staff and residents, you’re going to 
he getting pretty good care.” 

Living a Long, 
Fulfilling Life No matter what life brings 
your way, make sure 
you’re prepared. Look at 
the options available for 

long-term care in your area. 
Make an educated decision 
about what is right for you, as 
well as your family. Thanks 
to home health care services, 
retirement and assisted liv¬ 
ing communities, and nursing 
homes, no one has to give up 
the right to make their own de¬ 
cisions about their life and the 
care they receive. 

To find home health care, 
assisted living, and nursing 
home facilities in your area, 
contact your local hospital. 

Home Health Care 
Call (800) 642-6099 for 

more information about VNA- 
TIP HomeCare and to see if you 
qualify for services. Visit www. 
vnatip.com to hear testimonials, 
leam more about services, and see 
a map of the coverage area. 

If you worry about need¬ 
ing emergency help, consider 
a personal emergency response 
system from Alert Security that 
can signal police or ambulance 
help when you need it. Visit 
www.alertsecurity.coop or call 
(866) 876-4780 for information. 

Visit the Illinois Depart¬ 
ment on Aging’s Web site at 
www.state.il.us/aging or call the 
Senior HelpLine at (800) 252- 
8966 to gain more information. 

Retirement and 
Assisted Living 

Visit Eastland Retirement 
Community’s Web site at 
www.eastlandretirement.com 
or call (217) 438-9394 for more 

information on the apartments 
and condos offered at this com¬ 
munity in Auburn. 

Interim Healthcare can he 
contacted at (800) 944-8888 or 
www.interimhealthcare.com. 

Visit www.assistedliv- 
inginfo.com to find a facility 
near you. 

Nursing Homes 
Heritage Manor East in 

Beardstown is one of many 
Heritage Manor nursing homes 
in the state. Visit www.heri- 
tageofcare.com for information 
about their facilities. 

For information about 
choosing a nursing home, visit 
the Illinois Health Care Associa¬ 
tion’s Web site at www.ihca.com. 

The Illinois Department 
of Public Aid’s Web site has 
tips and a checklist for use 
when visiting nursing homes at 
www.idph.state.il.us/healthca/ 
nursinghometest.java.htm. 

Visit www.icl.coop for 
links to the Web sites listed 
above and to view last month’s 
feature, which is the first seg¬ 
ment of this two-part series. 
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AND HEALTH 

Jodie Tate 

SAFETY 

Safe Water Wells 
Follow proper setbacks to 
water well safety 

maintain 

Having grown up on a farm, 
I can deeply appreciate the 

value of a well that provides a 
constant supply of water. Nobody 
enjoys hauling water. Therefore, 
if you find an excellent source of 
water in the middle of your back 
40, I am completely in favor of 
drilling your well there. What 
makes me nervous is seeing a well 
cap in the middle of a field with¬ 
out an established setback area. 

Let’s start at the beginning: 
Well site location is critical. A 
well should never be dug within 
15 feet of an area where surface 
water accumulates (ponds, lakes, 
wetlands). Keep a distance of at 
least 10 feet from a sewer, 50 feet 
from a septic tank and 75 feet 
from sewage seepage fields. The 
middle of a 40-acre field certainly 
passes those requirements. 

Remember, when drilling a 
new well always follow proper 
construction procedures. If you 
are unsure of those procedures, 
contact your local health 
department or visit the Illinois 
Department of Public Health’s 
Web site at www.idph.state.il.us. 

A properly drilled well will 
have a well cap that is at least 8 
inches above ground and has the 
radius surrounding the wellhead 
sloped away from the well cap. 
The first 10 feet of the well sides 
will be watertight. These design 
features eliminate most instances 
of bacterial contamination and 
keep surface water, which may be 
carrying other pollutants, from 
entering the well. 

Even if your well meets all the 
building requirements, it is still a 

good idea to error on the side of 
caution. Remember to follow all 
setback guidelines. If you have an 
older well that is dug or bored, it 
is extremely important that you 
follow setback guidelines. 

Setback zones are not man¬ 
datory for all fertilizers and 
pesticides. Always read and follow 
label directions exactly. Never 
over-apply a product. And when 
feasible, reduce or eliminate 
chemical use near a well. 

The 10 minutes it 
takes to designate the 

perimeter of your setback 
zone is time well spent. 

If you are the individual 
applying the product you should 
already know two important 
details — where the well is 
located, and how close to the 
well you can apply the product. 
Remember, some chemicals do 
have a mandatory setback zone 
that has to he respected. 

When someone else is doing 
the application, they may not 
know that a well is present. If 
the chemical does not have a 
mandatory setback zone, they 
will not know if you wish to 
apply the product over the top 
of the well or maintain a setback 
zone. Communication is vitally 
important. 

For individuals who wish to 
maintain a setback zone for all 
chemical application, try creating 
a permanent boundary. If your 
well is in the yard, outline the 
area with decorative fencing or 
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place four objects the designated 
setback distance directly north, 
south, east, and west of the 
wellhead. 

Setback zones in fields are 
more difficult. It a permanent 
setback zone is wanted, plant 
the area to grass (native grasses 
require a minimal amount of 
maintenance once established). 
Marking flags can be used if set¬ 
back zones are only used with 
specific products and/or the 
individual chooses to continue 
farming in the setback area. 

Wellheads located in fields 
that have no visible setback zone 
(either a grass zone or one marked 
with flags) make me nervous. I 
am a horrible judge of distance, 
something that is not all that 
uncommon, and I would not be 
able to tell if I was standing 50 or 
75 feet from a particular spot. I 
can only imagine how difficult it 
is to judge distance while driving 
a spray truck. 

Please do not get me wrong, 
applicators are very good at what 
they do and they do a great job of 
meeting distance requirements and 
requests. However, the 10 minutes 
it takes to designate the perimeter 
of your setback zone is time well 
spent, and greatly appreciated by 
the custom applicator. 

Jodie Tate is an Extension 
Educator, Natural Resource 
Management, at the Springfield 
Extension Center. You may 
contact Jodie by phone at 
(217) 782-6515 or by e-mail at 
jotate@uiuc.edu. 
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Barns 

P fk\ Homes.... 

At 
ONPAHV- 

SPEOI/VL! 
30x50x10 

Z9 Gauge Galvalume Metal 

Price includes: 
H/l3terials, Delivery and Construction 
with Engineered Trusses, a 10' or 12’ Sliding Door, One 
Walk-In Door, 6 Skylights (if requested), One-Year 
Warranty on Labor and Materials, and a 20 year limited 
warranty on Galvalume metal. 

> Fully insured for your protection 
} Price may vary based on location 
$ Call for a free brochure & estimate 
1 Major credit cards are accepted 
} Financing available [W.A.C.j 
} Painted metal & many sires available 
} Engineered buildings and kits available 

(gjMMEMffl 
FAX: 1-866-582-1400‘EMAIL: sales@nationalbarn.com 

OFFICE HOURS: Mon-Fri 8:00*5:00p,m. 

nationalbarn.com 
J Log On! For Pricing, Photos, Brochure, FAQ,. 

 \ 
Trees that grow 3 ft. 
or more per year! 

Green 
Rocket@ 

Hybrid 
Cedar 
(Thuja Plicata x 
Standishii) 

• Evergreen - 
grows 3 ft. or 
more per year 

• Use for year- 
round screens 
and wind¬ 
breaks. 

Pictured: Green Rocket 
at four years growth 
from 24" transplants. 

Other fast¬ 
growing 
trees and 
shrubs 
available - 
some grow 
up to 6 ft. 
per year. 

ADVANCED TREE TECHNOLOGY 
12818 Edgerton Rd. New Haven, IN 46774 • 888-749-0799 

www.advancedtree.com J 
We’re so confident you’ll love it, we’ll let you — 

TRY OUR DR® FIELD and BRUSH 
MOWER for 6 MONTHS RISK 
Seeing is believing. That’s why we’re willing to send you a DR® FIELD 

and BRUSH MOWER to try out for 6 Months absolutely risk-free. If 

not the hardest-working, most durable, easiest-to-use machine for 

clearing fields and brush that you’ve ever used, we’ll take it back and 
you won’t be out a penny. We’ll even pay for shipping it both ways! 

Test this amazing, self-propelled, walk-behind 
brush cutter on your own property to — 

• CLEAR & MAINTAIN 
meadows, pastures, 
roadsides, fencelines, : Pre-Season 
walking paths, and Savings Now 
underbrush from woodlots v in Effect. I 
with ease! 

17-8855 
□ YES! Please rush me your full-color Catalog and Demonstration Video on I 

the DR® FIELD and BRUSH MOWER, including models, prices, Fartory- 

Direct Savings now in effect, and your 6-MONTH RISK-FREE TRIAL. 

City State ZIP  

E-mail.    

COUNTRY HOME PRODUCTST Dept. 50734X 
Meigs Road, P.O. Box 25, Vergennes, VT 05491 

www.drfieldbrush.com ©JOOSCHP.MC 

• CUT tall grass, weeds, brush, 
brambles, sumac — including 
tough saplings up to 2-1/2" thick! 

• CHOP/MULCH most 
everything you cut, leaving NO 
TANCLE of material to trip over 
or pick up like you get with hand¬ 
held brushcutters. 

Call TOLL-FREE 



ILLINOIS YARD AND GARDEN 

Pamper Your Trees 
Are your trees getting the attention 
they deserve? 

The last Friday of this month 
is Arbor Day. Well, it’s more 

correctly Arbor AND Bird Day, 
but the birds seem to get the short 
end of the twig. No one goes out 
and plants birds. 

It would be my goal that 
everyone plants a tree on 
April 29. Of course, that probably 
will never happen, as some people 
don’t like trees - they interfere 
with their lawns. 

There is an old horticulture 
adage that says homeowners will 
dig a $50 hole for a $5 tomato 
plant and a $5 hole for a $50 
tree. That’s probably the case, 
unfortunately. Ideally, the $50 
tree needs a $500 hole, but most 
homeowners will still give it the 
$5 treatment. 

Homeowners will also pamper 
the tomato plants throughout 
the summer, realizing about $15 
worth of tomatoes. The tree is left 
to its own devices after a couple 
of waterings. 

Clearly, something is slightly 
out of whack. 

Not that there is anything 
wrong with tomatoes or a garden. 
But, if your tomato crop dies this 
year, or produces poorly, you have 
next year. It’s not the same with a 
tree. 

IF, and that’s a big IF, the 
soil is prepared properly prior to 
planting, the tree should produce 
at least 12 to 28 inches of new 
growth each year for the next 10 
to 20 years. That should be satis- 
factory for even the hardest wood 
trees, such as sugar maples and 
most oaks. 

On the other hand, if you just 

dig a hole, plop the tree in, and 
give it some water for the first 
week or so, don’t expect much 
growth as the roots try to spread 
into the surrounding soil. 

Rule 1: Dig a hole at least 
three times the width of the root 
ball. You won’t be penalized if 
you dig the hole 10 times as wide. 
You’ll have a big hole, but the 
roots will think they’ve died and 
gone to tree heaven, spreading 
out quickly to establish. And 
they’ll turn around and reward 
you by producing more top 
growth. 

As you’re digging, get a good 
feel for the soil, even feeling it if 
you desire. If you dig a wide hole, 
consider amending the soil with 
organic matter such as compost 
or rotted manures if clay is the 
dominant component. Realize, 
though, that as roots hit clay 
soil as they spread further, they 
may revolt and start encircling 
the hole instead of spreading out 
further. 

Rule 2 : Don’t dig a hole 
deeper than the root ball. 
Digging to China will not help 
the tree. There is no taproot on 
a transplanted tree. The roots 
left are essentially fibrous roots 
that thrive in the top 12 to 18 
inches of soil. Digging deeper is 
not recommended because the 
tree will settle and be too deep, 
and then the tendency is to add 
more soil and cover the trunk and 
roots. 

Rule 3 : When planting, 
make sure the tree’s flair, or soil- 
stained ring at the base of the 

trunk, is level with the surround¬ 
ing soil surface. Experience has 
proven that trees set an inch 
higher in their new location have 
a better chance of continued 
growth. Roots require oxygen to 
function and will die if placed at a 
soil depth where oxygen levels are 
too low. 

Rule 4: Don’t forget the 
mulch. It should be no more than 
6 inches and level out to the drip¬ 
line of the tree, or the edge of the 
planting hole. Leave an inch-gap 
around the trunk so you minimize 
trunk rot. Do not let the mulch 
look like a volcano with the trunk 
erupting out of the center. It looks 
ugly and can cause some serious 
water-air exchange problems for 
the roots. 

Rule 5: Make sure the tree 
gets enough water throughout 
this year, and next. Baby the tree 
for two or three years, not two or 
three weeks. Make sure, though, 
that you don’t overwater. 

Rule 6 : Plant the tree as 
soon as possible in the spring. 
Tree roots like a cool soil, and 
dormant trees allow for quicker 
root establishments than trees in 
full leaf. 

David Robson is an Extension 
Educator, Horticulture, at 
the Springfield Extension 
Center, University of 
Illinois Extension, P.O. Box 
8199, Springfield, IL 62791. 
Telephone: (217) 782-6515. 
E-mail: drobson@uiuc.edu 
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FREE COLOR POULTRY CATALOG 
Over 100 varieties of poultry, shipped safely to your 
local Post Office. Baby Chicks, Exotic 
Rare Breeds, Fighting Games, Bantams, 
Guineas & Ducks. Visa, Mastercard & 
Discover. Marti Poultry Farm, PO Box 
27-7, Windsor, MO 65360. 
Ph: 660-647-3156 Fax:660-647-3999 

Website: www.martipoultry.com 

ily to your 

¥ 
( HERITAGE ^ 

BUILDING SYSTEMS® 
Established 1979 

800-643-5555 

WE SHIP ANYWHERE IN THE USA! 

35'X 45'X10'-VBC 97 CODE 

12# Live - 20# Snow - 80 mph Wind $5,995 

12# Live - 20# Snow -110 mph Wind... $6,095 

30# Snow - 80 mph Wind $6,195 

40# Snow - 80 mph Wind $6,395 

We can fabricate metal buildings 
in accordance to various codes. 
Don't be misled by buildings 
priced to the wrong code. Call 
Heritage for the RIGHT PRICE. 

YOUR (SOURCE FOR METAL 
BUILDINGS AND HOMEcS 

“Strength in Steel” 
www.heritagebuildings.com ^ 

DIABETES? 
Medicare, 

Champus or 

Private Insurance 
Receive Testing Supplies 

at LOW or NO COST 
To You. 

This Program 
Provides: 

Testing Supplies 
a New Meter If Needed 

No Up-Front Cost 
Free Delivery 

Call Now Toll Free 
1-800-689-4377 

Diabetes Providers 
A Medicare and Blue Cross 

Participating Provider 
Sorry, HMO's Do Not Qualify 

For This Program 

MOBILE HOME ROOF PROBLEMS? 

Mobile' Uotn-e, Roo-fwetr SpeaiMis-t 

on the web: www.roofpver.com 

iSiliiBAl -800-633-896 

♦ LIFETIME WARRANTY AGAINST LEAKS 

♦ COMMERCIAL GRADE STEEL ROOFING 

» S" - 3" INSULATION/LOWER UTILITY BILLS 

► IMPROVED APPEARANCE 

V ONE FOOT OVERHANG 

> NO MORE ROOF RUMBLE 

At Home Long Term Care Insurance 
Elect to receive care at home — Also includes 
benefits for assisted living and nursing home 

Medicare Supplement Insurance 
Guaranteed renewable coverage to help protect 
you from the gap in medicare eligible expenses 

For more information, please fill out form below and mail to: 
Pam Mellencamp, State Manager, 901 Community Drive, 
Springfield, IL 62703 or call 1-800-736-2224. 
E-mail: pamm@cbai.com 

NAME    

STREET ADDRESS  

CITY STATE ZIP  

TELEPHONE  

EMAIL ADDRESS   

DATE OF BIRTH SPOUSE’S DATE OF BIRTH  

Request Information: 
□ At Home Long Term Care □ Heart, Cancer, Stroke Protection 
□ Medicare and Medicare Supplement □ Tax Favored Annuities 

National Rural Electric 
Cooperative Association 

A Touchstone Energy * Cooperative 

ASSOCIATE MEMBER 
•Associate membership in NRECA does not signify an endorsement 
of products or services. 



TECHNOLOGY AND YOU 

Energy Efficient Ratings 
Before buying an appliance check 
its efficiency rating 

Dear Jim: I am trying to 
live my life as efficiently 
as possible to save money 

and the environment. There 
seems to be so many different 
efficiency ratings. How can I 
evaluate which appliances are 
most efficient? - Bob M. 

Dear Bob: Using the most' 
efficient appliances and 
products in your home can 

significantly cut your utility bills. 
It will also reduce air pollution, 
damage to the environment from 
exploration and transportation of 
fuels, and stretch our finite fossil 
fuel supplies for your childrens’ 
future needs. 

When comparing the 
efficiency of many new products 
for your home, particularly smaller 
appliances that use electricity, 
it often takes the quick use of a 
calculator to determine which are 
most efficient. The wattage rating 
listed on the label indicates how 
fast it uses electricity. 

Luckily, the government and 
the manufacturers’ associations have 
made it easier to compare efficien¬ 
cies of the highest-energy-use items 
commonly used in homes. They 
either show energy efficiency ratings 
or estimated annual energy use. 

Heating and cooling are the 
greatest consumers of energy in 
most homes. All furnaces, heat 
pumps, and central air conditioners 
will have one of the following 
efficiency ratings discussed below. 
A higher number indicates a higher 
efficiency. Keep in mind, more- 
efficient models usually cost more 

Heat pump 
efficiency is 

rated by 
SEER and 

HSPF 

Energy Guide 
label shows 
estimated 
refrigerator 
electricity 

usage 

The nameplate shows 
the cooling output and 

the wattage used to 
determine efficiency (EER) 

PORTABLE AIR CONDITIONER 

CONFORMS TO ANSf/UL STO 4$4 
CERTiriCO TO CSA STO. C22.2 NO 11? 
MODta. : RCS'N£ODOt« 
POWER nSV—SOH* 
POWER CONSUMPTION /m/ 
COOLING CAPACITY : fiCoo AruA 
DESIGN PRESSURE HIGH 5*DE 3S0 P$(Q { 

LOW SIDE ISO PStG 
REFRIGERANT : & 2* 0,90 Lb 

SERIAL NO KETR 0121 50 

E NORTHS TAR INDUSTRIES, tNC 

USE ON GROUNDED. SINGLE PHASE 
US VOLT OUTLET ONLY 
TURN UNIT OFP BEFORE UNPLUGGING 

MADE IN TAIWAN 

Check light bulb package 
for the lumens of light 

output and the watts of 
electricity it uses 

Determine the most efficient items for your home 

initially, so have the contractor do 
a payback analysis for your home. 
Just because your neighbor has a 
particular model, don’t just assume 
it’s also the best one for your home. 

HSPF (heating seasonal per¬ 
formance factor) - this is a heating 
efficiency rating that compares 
the seasonal electricity use of heat 
pumps. SEER (seasonal energy 
efficiency ratio) - this is a cooling 
efficiency rating that compares 
the seasonal electricity use of heat 
pumps or central air conditioners. 

Heat pumps and central air 
conditioners are unique appliances 
in that, as the outdoor temperature 
changes, so do their efficiencies. 
This is because a heat pump, 
which is basically a central air con¬ 
ditioner running in reverse during 
the winter, must draw its heat 
energy from outdoors. 

This is easy to do when it is 
50 degrees outdoors, so the heat 
pump operates very efficiently. 
When the outdoor temperature 
drops to 10 degrees, the efficiency 
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and heat output of the heat pump 
drops substantially. There are also 
inefficiencies when the heat pump 
starts and stops and the HSPF and 
SEER take this into account. 

EER (energy efficiency ratio) 
- this is the cooling efficiency 
rating that compares the electricity 
use for window and portable air 
conditioners. It is a less accurate 
comparison than SEER because it 
uses just a steady-state (highest- 
efficiency) operation. 

AFUE (annual fuel utilization 
efficiency) - this is the heating 
efficiency rating that compares the 
fuel use of natural gas, propane, 
and oil furnaces. 

Heating water is another major 
energy consumer in most homes. 
Water heater efficiency can be 
compared hy its EF (energy factor). 
Water heaters also have a yellow 
energy guide label on the tank 
that lists the estimated annual 
operating cost. Use the label to 
compare refrigerator/freezer and 
clothes washer efficiencies also. 

Visit the Association of 
Appliance and Equipment 
Association’s Web site at 
www.gamanet.org to find efficiency 
ratings and output capacities of 
these heating appliances (includes 
electric water heaters). Efficiency 
ratings of heat pumps and air 
conditioners can be found at 
www.ari.org, the Web site of 
the Air-Conditioning and 
Refrigeration Institute. There 
are thousands of models listed hy 
manufacturer in downloadable 
PDF format. 

Lighting is another significant 
electricity consumer. Generally, 
compact fluorescent bulbs are 
going to be much more efficient 
than standard incandescent bulbs. 
Even though they are quite a 
bit more expensive to purchase 
initially, their long life and high 
efficiency make them a good buy. 

Various-wattage bulbs, par¬ 
ticularly incandescent, have 
different efficiencies. A higher- 
wattage bulb is often more efficient 
than a lower-wattage one. To 
compare them, read the packaging 

for the amount of light output in 
lumens. Take your calculator and 
divide this by the bulb wattage. 
This tells you how much light 
output you get for the amount of 
electricity being used. 

Energy Star’s Web site at www. 
energystar.gov is another excellent 
source when selecting energy- 
efficient home products. You will 
also often see the Energy Star label 
on the most-efficient products in 

appliance dealer showrooms. 
Send inquiries to James Dulley, 

Illinois Country Living, 6906 
Royalgreen Dr., Cincinnati, OH 
45244 or visit www.dulley.com. 

James Dulley is a mechanical 
engineer who writes on a wide 
variety of energy and utility 
topics. His column appears 
in a large number of daily 
newspapers. 

—  
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STEEL BUILDING SPECIALS 

Farm-Industrial-Commercial 

FREE COLOR - SIDEWALLS/ ENDWALLS 
30’ X 50’ x 10’ $7,999 

40’ x 60’ x 12’ $11,247 

50’x 75’x 14’ $15,999 

60’X 100’X 16’ $24,450 
100’x 100’x 14’...$59,850 

20 Year Warranty on Roof & Walls; 
Prices F.O.B. Mfg. Plants; 
Seal Stamped Blue Prints; 
Easy Bolt Together Design. 

VISIT 
OUR 

WEBSITE 
STEEL BUILDING SYSTEMS 

VISIT 
OUR 

WEBSITE 
4305 1-35 North • Denton, Texas 76207 

Fax: 940-484-6746 email: rhinobld@GTE.NET 
Website: http://wwm.RHINOBLDG.COM 

Toll Free 1 -888-320-7466 

LOWEST COST 
Term Life Insurance 

Issue ages through 90 

AGE $100,000 $250,000 
45 9.63 17.33 
55 14.49 29.48 
65 29.70 67.50 

Rates figured on monthly cost for female non-tobacco users. 

RAMLET & ASSOC, INC. 

(800) 933-6354 
AGL Life Assurance Company Form No. TC-191 

Sei&ct^ 

On&'Vay 
Ventures 

Dr. Huff DMD 
(Associate Dentist Needed) 

Can Offer You 
Dentures, Partials 

& Extractions 

ONE-DAY SERVICEi 
DENTURES^% PARTIALS 

[$124# 1 $144 

Call for an Appointment 

(217-479-8444) 

(1-877-565-8981) 

1201 W. Walnut 
Jacksonville, IL 62650 

Payment Accepted 
Cash, Mastercard or Visa 

No Personal Checks 

Mobile Home 
Owners: ROOF KING 

Mobile Home Super Insulated 
Roof Over Systems 

40 Year Warranty 
Factory Direct From Roof King 

1 -800-748-0645 
www.roofking.net 

The LANDAU Outlet 

Buy Early and Save! 
24' Bandit Cruise 

70 HP Suzuki 

4-Stroke, 

Includes Custom 

Trailer 

Actual boat similar to illustration 

Special Price $18,299 
Suzuki Instant Rebate - $300 
U.S. Savings Bond $3,000 

Final Cost 

*14999 
22' Conquest Fish & Cruise 

8 1/2 ft. wide Deluxe 

Pontoon, 70 HP Suzuki Fuel 

Injected 4-Stroke, Includes 

Custom Tandem Trailer 

Final Cost 

*18,699 

Actual boat similar to illustration 

Regular $26,999 
Special Price $21,999 
Suzuki Instant Rebate - $300 
U.S. Savings Bond $3,000 

SUZW£! The Nation’s #1 Landau Dealer! 

Lebanon Suzuki'Kawasaki' 
417-588-3550 1-800-542-3846 

Hwy. 64 Sc Bennett St Lebanon, MO 
Offer ends April 30, 2005 



SPORTS TECH NEWS-2005 

New lure blinks blood-red to simulate 
injury; yields 8 bass per hour. 
Triggers a frenzy in predator 

fish. Strikes are fierce. 

Empty a lake? 

WEST PALM BEACH, EL- A new, 
high-tech lure may have tipped the 
odds in favor of humans so decisively 
fish better start praying “catch and 
release” is here to stay. The new lure 
not only looks and swims like a real 
fish, it flashes a blood-red light that 
makes it appear to be bleeding. 
According to experts, a live and bleed¬ 

ing prey drives a preda¬ 
tor into a frenzy. 

I asked an ichthyolo¬ 
gist (fish expert) why 
this is so. 

“Predators - lions, 
sharks” he said, “will 
always go for the 

by Charlie Allen weakest, most vulnera¬ 
ble prey. Fish are 

predators, so if a fish sees a smaller fish 
bleeding it knows it's weakened and 
will attack. There’s a survival program 

Patented lure uses a high-tech chip to create appearance of a live, 
bleeding prey. Triggers attack response in predators. 

650 fish in 25 hours 

built into predators that says ‘Grab a 
meal when you can. You may not have 
one tomorrow.’ 

“Now, if this lure you’re talking 
about can simulate a live, bleeding 
fish, a few fishermen could proba¬ 
bly empty a lake with it.” 

The first three fishermen to 
test the lure came close to doing 
that. They caught 650 large- 
mouth bass in just 25 hours. 
That’s over eight each per hour. 
One told me the bass took the 
hook with such ferocity they 
hardly lost a strike. 

To give the lure a quick test, I 
filled my kitchen sink with water 
and dropped one in. It immediate¬ 
ly stated flashing a blood-red light 
from its tail. A half-blind fish 
would see that! I thought. I took it 
out and it stopped. Then 1 asked a 
veteran fisherman I work with to try 
the lure over the weekend. Monday 
morning he charged into my office. 

“I caught six monster fish in an hour 
with this thing! Where can I get some?” 

The lure’s light pattern is timed to a 
fish’s natural motion, and each retrieval 
gives off a slightly different pattern. If 

a predator holds back on the first cast, 
it sees an entirely new presentation on 
the second. No two casts are alike. 

The patented system cools between 
each blink of light, giving each lure a 
fishing life of over 1,000 hours in the 

Built in light flashes blood red in 
all 4 models. Lasts 1,000 hours in water. 

Surface Water 

a m 

4-6 Foot Diver 16 Foot Diver Sinking Bait 

water. No battery replacement is 
required. Inside, the lure looks so 
complex I thought it would cost far 
too much for most fishermen. There’s 
even a small steel ball inside to emit 
sound. The designs are virtual works 
of art, and the bodies are tough 
enough to take the fiercest hits. 

The lure is sold in a kit of four: one 
for top water, one for middle, one for 

No two casts alike 

deep, and one that sinks as deep as you 
want and stays there on 
retrieval. They work in salt 
or fresh water. 

Six largemouth bass per 
hour is worth a trip to the 
kitchen sink. But don’t stop 
there. Cast one of the lures 
near some structure. If 
there’s a ten-pounder dozing 
nearby, it’s yours. 

Call the distributor at 
1-800-873-4415 or click 
www.ngcsports.com any¬ 
time or day and order the 
Light n’ Live™. Or send 
your name, address and a 
check (or cc and exp. date) 
to NGC Sports (Dept. LS- 

20), 60 Church Street, Yalesville, CT 
06492. One set of four costs only 
$39.95, two sets cost $69.00, three 
sets cost only $99.00. S/h is only 
$6.00 no matter how many you order. 
There’s a money-back guarantee, if 
you return them within 30-days. 

LS-2 © NGC Worldwide, Inc. 2005 Dept. LS-20 



ILLINOIS’ FINEST COOKING 

Sour Cream Coffe Cake (above) 
Rachel Qrundman 

2 C. flour 
1 tsp. baking powder 
Vi tsp. baking soda 
Vi tsp. salt 
1 C. butter, softened 
l'l/4 C. Sugar 
2 eggs 
1 tsp. vanilla extract 
1 C. sour cream 
3 T. sugar 
1-1/2 tsp. ground cinnamon 

Mix baking powder and soda together. 

Mix 3 T. sugar and cinnamon together. 
In a large mixing bowl, beat together but¬ 
ter and 1 -*4 cups of sugar until combined. 
Beat in eggs and vanilla until combined. 
Add flour mixture and sour cream, al¬ 
ternately, to butter mixture, beating just 
until combined. Spread Vi mixture into a 
greased and floured bundt pan. Sprinkle 
sugar/cinnamon mixture over hatter in 
pan. Spread remaining batter over sugar 
mix. Bake at 350° for 45-50 minutes. 
Cool in pan on wire rack for 15 minutes. 
Remove from pan and cool completely. 
Dust with powdered sugar if desired. 

Kitchen Keepsakes 

Cost: $10, plus $3 shipping 
Pages of recipes: 131 
Details: Hard-backed, comb-bound 
Contact: Pamela Elliott at (217) 
275-3713, or 22437 E. Terre Haute 
Rd., Paris, IL 61944 
          

Oven Beef Stew 
Opal Shuman 

1-1/2 lbs. beef stew meat 
1 onion, diced 
4 stalks of celery, cut into pieces 
1 pkg. carrots, cut into Vi-inch 
thick pieces 
8 potatoes, cut into fourths 
2 tsp. salt 
1 T. white sugar 
4 T. Minute Tapioca 
1 C. water 
2 C. tomato or vegetable juice 

Place meat in a 9x 13-inch dish. Place 
vegetables all over. Mix salt, sugar, juice, 
tapioca, and water in a bowl. Pour over 
meat and vegetables. Cover with foil, 
tightly. Bake at 325° for 4 hours. 
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Quesadillas 
Cari Elizabeth Webster 

2 (6-inch) flour tortillas 
1-1/4 C. shredded cheese 
(any type) 
Chopped chicken or 
ground beef (opt.) 
Garnish with lettuce, sour 
cream, salsa, or any other of 
your favorite Mexican 
ingredients. 

Put cheese and chicken on one tor¬ 
tilla and top with the other tortilla. 
Put in the microwave for about 30 
seconds, or until cheese is melted. 
Cut into triangles with a pizza cut¬ 
ter. Garish with your favorite Mexi¬ 
can toppings. 

www.icl.coop 

Touchstone Energy 
Cooperative’s Cookbook 
- First Edition 

Cost: $10, plus $2 shipping 
Pages of recipes: 110 
Details: Soft-backed, spiral-bound 
Contact: Kevin Berson 
at (217) 774-3986 or 
kbemson@shelbyelectric.com 

—      —    

Mississippi Mud Cake 
Carolyn Ridenour 

Cake: 
V4 C. cocoa 
2 sticks margarine 
4 eggs 
1-1/2 C. flour 
2 C. sugar 
1 tsp. vanilla 
1 C. coconut 
1/2-1 C. nuts 
1 jar marshmallow creme 
Frosting: 
1/3 C.cocoa 
Vi C. margarine 
Vi C. milk 
1 tsp. vanilla 
1 lb. powdered sugar 

Cake: Mix cocoa, margarine, eggs, sugar, 
flour, vanilla, coconut, and nuts. Pour 
into a 9xl3-inch cake pan. Bake for 
30 minutes at 350°. While cake is still 
warm, spread marshmallow cream on top. 
Frosting: Mix together margarine, cocoa, 
milk, powdered sugar, and vanilla. Spread 
on cooled cake. 



Photos by Catrina McCulley Wagner 

Melt chocolate chips and oleo. Add 
peanut butter. Pour over the cereal and 
stir. Pour powdered sugar in a big brown 
bag. Add cereal mixture to the bag and 
shake well. 

Tangy Country-Style Ribs (above) 
Shirley Powles 

4 lbs. boneless country-style pork ribs 
1 med. onion, chopped 
2 T. vegetable oil 
1 C. chili sauce 
Vi C. water 
Vi C. lemon juice 
2 T. brown sugar 
2 T. white vinegar 
2 T. ketchup 
1 T. Worcestershire sauce 
Dash of salt and pepper 

Sugarless Apple Pie 
Mary Ann Turner 

1 (16-oz.) can frozen apple juice, 
thawed 
2 T. cornstarch 
1 tsp. cinnamon 
1 two-crust pastry 
1 T. margarine 
5 Ig. apples, peeled and sliced 
1 T. melted butter 

Mix 2 T. thawed apple juice with corn¬ 
starch. Heat the rest of the juice. Blend 
in cornstarch mixture. Add margarine, 
cinnamon, and apples; blend well. Place 
in the bottom pie crust and cover with 
top pie crust. Brush with melted marga¬ 
rine. Bake at 400° for 20 minutes, then at 
350° for another 30 minutes. 

Place ribs on a rack in a shallow roasting 
pan. Cover and bake at 325° for 30 min¬ 
utes. Meanwhile, in a skillet, saute onion 
in oil until tender. Add the chili sauce, 
water, lemon juice, brown sugar, vinegar, 
ketchup, Worcestershire sauce, salt, and 
pepper. Reduce heat; simmer, uncovered, 
for 5 minutes or until slightly thickened. 
Drain ribs; brush with some of the sauce. 
Bake uncovered for 1 to 1-1/2 hours, 
brushing occasionally with sauce. 

Puppy Chow (above) 
Alberta Preston 

1 (16-oz.) pkg. chocolate chips 
1 C. peanut butter 
1 lb. powdered sugar 
1 stick oleo 
1 (12-oz.) box Crispix cereal 

Order of the Eastern Star 
Cookbook 
Cost: $8, plus $2 shipping 
Pages of Recipes: 124 
Details: Soft-backed, comb-bound 
Contact: Shirley Spurlock at (618) 
883-2392, or 450 Eatis Lane, Anna, 
IL 62906 

Bake Parmesan Fish 
Shirley Powles 

1/3 C. grated Parmesan cheese 
2 T. all-purpose flour 
Vi tsp. paprika 
!4 tsp. salt 
1/8 tsp. pepper 

1 egg 
2 T. milk 
4 orange roughy or catfish fillets 
(4-oz. each) 

In a shallow bowl, combine the Parmesan 
cheese, flour, paprika, salt, and pepper. 
In another bowl, beat egg and milk. Dip 
fish fillets into egg mixture, then coat 
with the Parmesan mixture. Arrange in a 
greased 13x9x2-inch baking dish. Bake, 
uncovered, at 350° for 25-30 minutes or 
until fish flakes easily with a fork. 

Visit www.icl.coop to see 
an archive of past Illinois 
Country Living recipes. 

Durbin United Methodist 
Church Cookbook 
Cost: $10 
Pages of Recipes: 97 
Details: Soft-backed, comb-bound 
Contact: Annie Craig at (217) 673- 
5821 or 2351 Rees Rd., Jackson¬ 
ville, IL 62650 
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GEOTHERMAL 
ADVANTAGES: 
• Energy Savings: Recognized by the 
EPA as the most efficient heating and cool¬ 
ing system available. Can also provide some 
or all of your hot water at a much higher 
efficiency than ordinary methods. 

• Clean: No burning of fossil fuels, no 
fumes, no flue 

• Comfort: Heats and cools homes even¬ 
ly eliminating hot and cold spots 

• Quiet: Designed and manufactured to 
be as quiet as your refrigerator 

• Flexibility: Fit any home - new 
costruction or existing, large or small 

• Environmentally Friendly: A geot¬ 
hermal installation is equivalent to planting 
750 trees or taking 2 cars off the road. 

• Smart: Cuts down on use of foreign oil 
• Safe: No carbon monoxide 

Geothermal information available at 
www.geocomfort.com 

HAT'S RIGHT-UP TD G0% DF THE ENERGY REQUIRED 
TD HEAT AND CDQL YDURHDMEIS FREE WHEN YOU 
INSTALL A GEDTHERMAL HEATING AND CDDLING 

SYSTEM. 

Designed to transfer the Earth’s free energy from 
the ground to your home, geothermal systems by 
GeoComfort will reduce your heating and cooling 
costs while improving your home comfort. The 
knowledgeable GeoComfort Dealers would love 
to help you save up to 60% on your heating and 
cooling bills. They would be glad to help you with 
all your geothermal questions and needs. 

Dealer Information Section 
Advantage Comfort Systems 

Paxton, IL, 217-379-6305 

Bratcher Heating 
& Air Conditioning, Inc. 
Bloomington/Normal, IL, 

309-454-1611 

Bryan’s Heating & A/C 
Murphysboro, IL, 618-684-6002 

C & K Heating & Cooling 
Lebanon, IL 618-537-9528 

Climate Company, Inc. 
Breese, IL, 618-526-2135 

Davis Electric 
Rushville, IL, 217-322-6677 

Ernst Heating & Cooling 
Hamel, IL, 618-633-2244 

Fowler Heating & Cooling 
Marion, IL, 618-997-5288 

Garber Heating 
& Air Conditioning 

Morton, IL, 309-266-9372 

Henson Robinson Company 
Springfield, IL, 217-544-8451 

Jenter, Inc. 
Watseka, IL, 815-435-3501 

Jesse Heating 
and Air Conditioning 

Decatur, IL, 217-422-1744 
Champaign, IL, 217-352-8511 

Neuhaus Heating & A/C 
Litchfield, IL, 217-324-2818 

R & H Plumbing 
& Heating, Inc. 

Altamont, IL, 618-483-6159 

Rightnowar HVAC 
Keenes, IL 618-732-8268 

South Side Hardware 
Greenfield, IL, 217-368-2705 

Stevens Heating 
& Air Conditioning 

Quincy, IL, 217-222-5220 

Weeke Sales & Service 
Okawville, IL, 618-243-5333 

Weidner Refrigeration, Inc. 
Divernon, IL, 217-628-3400 



MARKETPLACE 

NEW AND USED restaurant and con- 
cession equipment, meat saws, slicers, 
grinders, ice cream machines, stack chairs, 
s.s. sinks, tables, shelving, steam tables, 
buffets, pottery wheels and kilns. 2615 So. 
First, Springfield. (217) 522'3934- 

INSULATION — 4x8 sheets, foil-backed 
foam — also rolls of foil-hubble-pak 
insulation. All factory seconds. Contact 
Ken Nichols at (800) 424-1256. 

AUTHORIZED RAINBOW DISTRIBU¬ 
TOR. Repairs, supplies and service. 
Living air purifiers. L & L Distributing, 
116 S. Van Buren St., Newton, IE 62448. 
(618) 783-3755. 

WANTED - TOY TRAINS: Lionel, 
American Flyer, Ives, Dorfan, Marx. 
Condition determines price. William E. 
Timpner, Pinckneyville, IE 62274 or call 
(618) 357-8112. 

CEDAR HILL RIVER RESORT - New 
cabins on Ohio River, Elizabethtown, IE. 
Nightly rentals, hot tubs, full kitchens. 
www.cedarhillriverresort.com. (217) 824- 
4257, (217) 652-4257. 

ILLINOIS CONSULTING FORESTERS, 
INC. Timber Sales-Forest Management. 
We work for the landowner, www.illinois 
consultingforesters.org. Ph. (618) 526- 
4251. 

GULF SHORES BEACH CONDO. 2 bed, 
2 bath, on the beach. $960/wk Summer. 
$690/wk spring, www.ourgulfheachcondo. 
com. (636) 477-1099. 

ARGO DIRECT AMPHIBIOUS 
VEHICLES. 6 and 8 wheel true all ter¬ 
rain vehicles. (618) 588-4444. www. 
ARGODIRECT6X6.com. Cause your 
ATV don’t float and your boat ain’t got 
wheels! 

MORTGAGE LENDING, SEARCHING 
for a LOAN? Give us the opportunity 
to beat your bank’s rate. Contract for 
Deed payoff. New purchases. Debt con¬ 
solidation and cash out to 125%. 1st and 
2nd mortgages. Home Equity line of credit. 
Conventional, V.A., first time homebuyer 
and non-conforming. 100% investment 
property purchase. Competitive Fannie 
Mae rates! No application fee. Lot 
financing available. Call (800) 254-4431 
or (877) 579-8811 for a free consultation 
or prequalification. Priority One Financial, 
Inc., 779 Wall Street, O’Fallon, IE 62269. 
We are an Illinois Residential Mortgage 
Licensee and Equal Housing Lender. 
Member of I.A.M.B. & N.A.M.B. 

TRAILERS - UTILITY - CARGO - 
CARHAULERS. We accept Visa, 
MasterCard. We buy used trailers. Auto 
King, 2423 S. Main, Bloomington. 
(309) 821-9000. 

MINIATURE MEDITERRANEAN 
DONKEYS. Pet, show and breeding 
quality. Gray duns, chocolates, spotteds 
and blacks. Visitors welcome. Canton, 
IE. (309) 647-7162. www.copperascreek. 
com. 

CABIN RENTAL. Shawnee Forest, 
Garden of the Gods, Rim Rock, Pounds 
Hollow Lake. New, rustic decor, kitchen, 
air, cable, www.rimrocksdogwoodcabins. 
com. (618) 264-6036. 

WANTED: STANDING TIMBER. All 
species. 5 acres or more. Aaron Powers 
Logging. Greenup, IE. (217) 923-5626. 

RAPIDLY GROWING INTERNA¬ 
TIONAL NUTRACEUTICAL Company 
looking for individuals to be a part of 
the next trillion $ industry. Product and 
business guarantee. (888) 251-1538. 

HEAR BETTER AND SAVE! 
Basic Full Shell Digital Full Shell 

Now $ 195 Now $695 

^WD-AMERICA 
HEARING CENTER 
Licensed Hearing Instrument Specialists 

1050 W. Hayward Drive 
Mt. Vernon, MO 65712 

800-354-1905 
526 N. Business 65 
Branson, MO 65616 

800-649-6242 

558 E. Mt. Vernon Blvd. 
Mt. Vernon, MO 65712 

800-372-4554 
601 S. 291 Hwy 

Liberty, MO 64068 

877-631-5115 
www. midamericahearing. com 

“OUR BEST...FOR LESS...IN A DAY” 

WANTED TO BUY: Standing timber 
and logs. Timber harvesting specialist. 
DIRECT MARKETS for grade logs and 
veneer. Prices unbeatable. (618) 426- 
3065. 

LIVESTOCK FARMERS: Open pol¬ 
linated seed corn out-produces hybrids 
for silage. High feed value grain. $32 plus 
shipping. Quantity discount. (217) 857- 
3377. 

FOR SALE: CHERRY LUMBER, 1" 
thick boards, 600’ board foot. $490 for all. 
(618) 842-9588. 

WANTED TO BUY Standing TIMBER. 
All species. Pay top price. Clear or select 
cut. Call (815) 434-4141. 

MIDWEST BIRD AND ANIMAL swap 
and sale. April 24 and May 29, at Monroe 
County Fairgrounds, Waterloo, IE from 
5:30 to Noon. (618) 939-6809. 

ATTENTION WEB SITE OWNERS! 
Submit your Web site to over 80,000 search 
engines and directories! Guaranteed list¬ 
ings on major search engines! Free report! 
Write Gerald Reitman, 1949 140th St, 
Cameron, IE 61423. 

a simple solution for do-it- 

yourself pond maintenance. 

Season long pond care in one 

convenient package - delivered 

directly to your door. 

and the 

most innovative products to 

create and 
pond Gun maintain your 

pond or water 

garden - call 

toll-free... 

Free Catalog - 
Mention AD1103 

1-888-766-3520 
www.thepondguy.com 
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WANTED TO BUY: Standing timber, most 
species. Pay top prices. Call (217) 285- 
2760. 

FARM WINDMILLS. Sales, service, 
installation of traditional, old fashioned, 
water pumping windmills. Old mills 
refurbished. New/rebuilt mills always 
available. Best prices. Statewide service. 1 

(217) 897-6699. 

FILTER QUEEN/DEFENDER sales, 
service and supplies, factory authorized. 
In-home air filtration system since 1928, 
offering more consistent, allergen-free 
indoor air quality with our total home 
care system. For free information, call 
(800) 753-5401 or write She-N-I, Inc., 
RR 1, Allendale, IE 62410. 

FOR RENT: CAMPING SPOTS with 
water, sewer, electric, bathroom between 
Craborched, Little Grassey, Devils Kitchen 
Lakes. Call (618) 457-4220. 

HEDGE POSTS FOR SALE, thousands 
available. $8.00 each for line posts, $12.00 
each for end posts. Call (217) 248-2089. 
Price is negotiable on large orders. 

4’ WHITE PINE TREES, delivered, 
planted, mulched, $49.50 per tree. Buy 10 
get 1 free. Other species &. sizes available. J 
Call (217) 886-2316. LM if not home. 

MINI 3-DAY VACATION each year, Dec. | 
to May. $87. Call Cave in Rock 111. Motel, 
(618) 289-3296. 

FOR SALE: TREE SEEDLINGS. 1- 
2 ft. tall. $5 @ limited number Paw 
Paw, Butternut, Persimmon, Burr Oak, i 
Buckeye. (309) 546'2358. 

MID-AMERICA 
POLE BARN COMPANY 

30X50X10 $6,800 
Galvalume OPEN M-F 8-5 

1-866-456-0959 
CALL TOLL FREE FOR MORE INFORMATION 

Farm Tours 
HAWA/i 
4 Islands-is days 

The Best Escorted Vacation You'll Ever Find! 

Maui, Oahu, Kauai and Hawaii... 
Departs Mondays and Thursdays in January 2006, 
Includes Inter island airfare. Hawaiian owned hotels, 
transfers, and baggage handling. Escort on each 
island. Staying in Oahu, Hawaii (Kona & Hilo), Maui 
and Kauai. Sightseeing includes Honolulu City Tour 
with Pearl Harbor, Volcano National Park, Kona Coffee 
Plantation Tour, Parker Cattle Ranch Museum, Orchid 
Nursery, Macadamian Nut Factory Tour, Wailua 
Riverboat Cruise, Fern Grotto, Plus more as listed in 
brochure. So call today and make your reservations. 
*Plus $149 Tax & Services. 

Carefree Vacations Since 1967 

Your Man Tours 
Call for free brochure 800-888-8204 

How to place an ad 

1) Type or print ad neatly. 

2) Count words. Cost is $25 for up to the first 20 words. $1.50 each additional 
word. Ads with insufficient funds will not be printed. 

3) Prepayment is required. Include check or money order with ad for amount due. 
Also include address label from Illinois Country Living or other proof of Illinois 
electric cooperative membership. Only members of Illinois electric cooperatives 
may place Marketplace ads. 

4) Mail to: Illinois Marketplace, P.O. Box 3787, Springfield, IL 62708, by 
deadline. 

Deadlines: June issue - April 20; 
July issue - May 20. 

We reserve the right to reject any advertisement. Ads received after the deadline will be placed in the next 
available issue. Non-members wishing to advertise should contact the Weiss Group at (480) 860-5394 for 
information about display advertising. 

XENIA AUCTION BARN: Small animal 
auction every 2nd Sunday 9:30 a.m., 
consignment auctions every first and third 
Friday 6:30 p.m. Xenia, IL (618) 678- 
2852. 

CUSTOM SAWMILLING: Your logs cut 
to order on a woodmizer sawmill. One or 
more. Anna, IL (618) 833-5886. 

LIGHTHOUSE. Have your own. Full 
size, 32' tall 12'-7 diameter, 4 floors. Top 
deck w/handrails. Delivery worldwide. 
Call Leonard (866) 732-5183. E-mail 
vasquezmetal@aol.com. 

WANTED: Property to lease for the 2005- 
2006 deer hunting season for possibly 2-3 
people. (217) 636-8836. 

TWO RENTAL SITES: Iroquois River, 
Clifton Exit. House trailer/24'x24' 
unfinished cottage. First $7,000 takes all. 
Will not separate. (708) 839-8223. 

ORGANIC PRODUCE FARM in Union 
County. 16 acres, quality home, large field 
greenhouse, barn, outbuildings. $180,000. 
Call evenings (618) 967-4118. 

POND LINERS 
$.39 sqft or Less ^Serials 
Depending on Volurne .gis psi Burst strength 

Bend Tarp & Liner, Inc. 
1-800-280-0712 www.bendtarp.com 

No Job Too Big or Too Small 

SANGAMON RADIANT 
WIRSBO aqua pex tubing products 
for agricultural, commercial shop 
floors and homes jn ^ USA 

(217)522-3934 * FAX (217)522-3933 
Evening (217)483-3223 John D. McMillan - Owner 

K KENTUCKY 
STEEL TRUSS 

BUILDINGS 
 .NC.  © 

FREE CATALOGUE 

1-859-745-0606 
www.kstbuild.com 

FARM • CHURCH • SPORTS • HORSE • CAR • PLANE 
ALL STEEL • ALL COLOR • 25/50 WARRANTY 

24’ x 30' x 8' 
30'x36'x 8' 
40' x 48' x 10' 
50'x 60'x 12' 
60' x70’ x 12' 
75' x 80' x 14' 

$ 3,503 
$ 4,903 
$ 7,203 
$11,203 
$ 15,703 
$21,603 

,ci^ 

since 1986 

WANTED TO BUY: Sassafras leaves, 
dandelions, bloodroot, goldenseal, ginseng, 
skullcap, peach bark and leaves, other 
roots, barks, leaves, herbs. (618) 282- 
3267. 

SEEDLINGS FOR SALE: Midwest 
Seedling Supply, EEC. CRP-CREP-WRP 
Tree planting. Forestry herbicide app. 
Pond treatment. (217) 584-1125. midwest 
seedlingsupply.com. 

WORK FROM HOME: own your own 
successful business. No selling, NOT 
MEM, FREE training. Information-no 
obligation. Lisa, www.balance2you.com. 
(217) 452-3384. 

America’s Oldest & Largest Rare Breed Hatchery 
FREE COLOR CATALOG 

Over 140 varieties of Baby Chicks, Bantams, 
Turkeys, Guineas, Peafowl, Game Birds, 
Waterfowl. Also Eggs, Incubators, Books, 
Equipment and Medications. 

Call 1-800-456-3280 
(24 hours a day) 

Murray McMurray Hatchery, 
Cl 32, Webster City, Iowa 50595-0458 
Website: http://www.mcmurrayhatchery.com 

• Septic Care 
• Pond Care 
www.Pro-AgDirect.com - 

(800) 599-9980 * Natural 
As little as 6# per * Non-Chemical 

FREE DIABETIC SUPPLIES 
For Medicare & Insured Patients. 

Delivered to you FREE. No HMOs 
Call 1-800-248-8814 or sign up at 

www.shop4diabetics.com. 
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WIN THE SHUSH WAS WITH 

TREE TERMINATOR 
• 3 models cut 20", 12" and 5" trees in one bite 

• Hitches to fit most tractors and skid steer loaders 

• Built to last with a 24 month warranty 

• Swivel hitch, sprayer and grapple options 

For a free color brochure call or visit our website 

(417) 458-4350 • www.treeterminator.com 
 Grace Manufacturing • Plato, MO  

ADVANTAGE 
STEEL BUILDINGS, INC. 

For The Best Building Package 
At The Absolute Lowest Prices 

Call Today (877) 657-8335 
Or Go Online At 

www.advantagesteelbuildings.com 

30x50x10 $ 6,290.00 

40x60x12 $ 8,975.00 

50x75x14 $13,547.00 

80xl20xl6(M-l) $32,133.00 

We Also Have Mini-Storage Packages 
All Sizes Including Climate Control 

STEEL BUILDINGS 
AT T STEEL FRAMING FREE QUOTES PROFESSIONAL CONSTRUCTION 

SPECIALIZING IN: 
Self Storage Buildings 

Commercial Buildings 

HEARTLAND STEEL BUILDINGS 
1-800-664-7055 
Web Address: www.heartland-steelinc.com 

HOMEOWNERS! CALL 24/7! FOR Limited Area 
YOUR FREE HOME SURVEY! -w.a.c. 

1 -800-852-7946 undersoil,Inc 

DENTURES 
IN ONE-DAY SERVICE 

Custom Upper and or Lower A . _ 

Opposing Imp. $20 fill 
ADA Approved Materials “ ■ IBM r H 
Appointment Highly Advised I W CHi 

WHERE 

Adult Care Dentures 

DR. THOMAS ARNOLD 
101 Marshall Place 

CARMI, IL 62821 
Information or appointment 

Call 

1 8008258044 

Also Extractions and simple oral surgery at 
reduced fee with Dental appliance 

all at Dr.’s quote 

No personal 
checks please. 

k" 
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Evansville 
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KILL LAKE WEEDS 
Proven AQUACIDE PELLETS 

destroy unwanted underwater weeds. 

Spread marble sized 
pellets like grass 
seed. Effectively kills 
weeds at any depth. 

Registered with the 
Federal Environmental 
Protection Agency. 

Before After 

Certified and approved for use by state 
agencies. 101b. can treats up to 4,000 sq.ft, 
of lake bottom, $68.95. 501b. carton 
treats up to 20,000 sq.ft, of lake bottom, 
$270.00. Prices include delivery charges. 
Delivery F.O.B. White Bear Lake, MN. 
State permit may be required. 

CALL TOLL FREE 800-328-9350 
Call 651-429-6742 • Fax 651-429-0563 

Or write for FREE information to: y/SA 

AQUACIDE CO. 
Our 50th year 
1627 - 9th Street, DEPT. 437, Box 10748, 

White Bear Lake, MN 55110-0748 

www.killlakeweeds.com • info@killlakeweeds.com 



The Illinois Institute for Rural Affairs (IIRA) 
at Western Illinois University has been awarded 
nearly $600,000 from the United States Department 
of Agriculture (USDA) - Rural Development 
for two IIRA programs. The grants are for the 
I IRA’s MAPPING the Future of Your Community 
program ($400,000 over three years to hind the 
Rural Community Development Initiative) and the 
institute’s Illinois Value-Added Rural Development 
Center ($189,000 during the course of one year to 
fund the Illinois Cooperative Development Center). 

According to Norman Walzer, IIRA director, 
the award to the institute’s MAPPING program is 
part of the USDA’s Rural Community Development 
Initiative (RCDI), which was created in 2002 by the 
U.S. Congress. The purpose is to develop the capacity 
and ability of nonprofit organizations and/or low- 
income rural communities to undertake projects 
related to community and economic development. 

“The MAPPING program, which provides 
economic development planning assistance to rural 
Illinois communities, will use the RCDI grant funding 
to provide additional financial and technical assis¬ 
tance to communities, including assistance with 
implementing their respective community action 
plans and, ultimately, to achieve the community’s 
high-priority goals,” Walzer explained. 

Walzer added that most rural Illinois communities 
rely on part-time public officials and volunteers to 
implement projects such as business retention and 
expansion, downtown revitalization, community 
beautification, tourism development, and other 
programs. What is needed, in many cases, is a com¬ 
prehensive volunteer management program designed 
to mobilize and motivate citizens to accomplish 
projects. In response to this need, the RCDI program 
will provide on-site volunteer management training 
and technical assistance. 

“With USDA funds we will be better able to 
offer communities specialized technical assistance 
in building volunteer networks and using project 
management tools to help manage and achieve high- 
priority goals in the community action plan,” Walzer 
said. 

The second grant, an initiative of the USDA’s 
Illinois Cooperative Development Center, will assist 
the IIRA’s Illinois Value-Added Rural Development 
Center form cooperatives across the state. The main 
goal of the center is to bring agricultural producers 
into local economic development strategies by 

forming cooperatives or other rural businesses. 
“Ag producers and economic developers who 

are interested in creating a cooperative business 
will follow a strategic visioning and planning pro¬ 
cess that challenges the farmers to evaluate current 
conditions on their respective farms and in their 
communities,” explained Mary Holmes, center man¬ 
ager. “The process will enable farmers to work with 
local development organizations to reach a consensus 
on local development strategies and ways to increase 
farm incomes as well as create high-paying local 
employment.” 

The grant project will also serve to sup¬ 
port existing cooperatives and build the capacity 
of cooperative leaders, Holmes added. Once 
cooperatives are organized with specific goals, the 
Illinois Value-Added Rural Development Center 
will help do feasibility studies, business plans, present 
marketing opportunities, organize equity drives, assist 
in drafting articles of incorporation, help to create by¬ 
laws, conduct economic impact analyses, and provide 
a range of other services. 

“Assistance provided by the center will be sup¬ 
plemented with the delivery of training and education 
programs to cooperative leaders,” she said. 

For more information about the grant projects or 
other IIRA initiatives, contact the institute at (800) 
526-9943 or visit www.iira.org. 

Maying, a, Retter, frifrirfo 
IIRA receives nearly $600,000 in grant 
funding from USDA 

Doug Wilson, State Director of the United States Department 

of Agriculture (USDA) - Rural Development, left, presented 

two grant awards to the Institute for Rural Affairs at Western 

Illinois University Dec. 10 during the institute’s 15th year 

anniversary reception. Pictured with Wilson, Ur, are (front 

row) IIRA staff Mary Holmes, Nancy Richman, and Chris 

Merrett; (back row) IIRA staff John Gruidl, Economic and 

Community Development Director Jerry Lack, Western 

Provost Joseph Rallo, and IIRA Director Norman Walzer. 

The grants are for the IIRA’s MAPPING the Future of Your 

Community program and the institute’s Illinois Value-Added 

Rural Development Center. 
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Call 800.GEO.SAVE or visit waterfumace.com 

Here’s how to turn your home into your fami¬ 

ly’s dream home - with a geothermal 

heating and cooling system from 

WaterFumace. In winter, your WaterFumace geother¬ 

mal system will provide even, clean and reliable 

heat In summer, the same system will keep your home 

comfortably cool and dry. A WaterFumace system bums no 

fossil fuels - and operates so efficiently - that you can save up 

to 60 percent on your monthly energy' bills - all while protecting 

the environment and keeping your family safe from carbon monoxide. With 

WaterFumace, your dream home can come tme. 

Marion 

D & C Sheetmetal 
618-997-6577 

Metropolis 

Mike’s Htg. & Air 
618-524-3270 

Mt. Vernon 

Holloway Htg. & A/C 
618-242-5481 

Murphysboro 

Williams A/C & Htg., Inc. 
618-684-3606 

Normal 

Frost Clg. & Htg. 
309-862-2571 

Pana 

Macari Service Center 
217-562-3631 

Paxton 

Houston Plumbing 
800-379-2165 

Peru 

Pro’s Htg. & Clg. 

815-223-0715 

Petersburg 

Collins Plumbing & Htg. 
217-632-3670 

Pittsfield 

Peters Htg. & A/C, Inc. 
217-285-1600 

Pontiac 

Kupferschmid, Inc. 
815-842-3812 

Quincy 

Peters Htg. & A/C, Inc. 
217-222-1368 

Red Bud 

De Rousse Htg. & A/C, Inc. 
618-282-2224 

Springfield 

Collins Plumbing & Htg. 
217-793-8031 

Sullivan 

Rowland Plumbing & Htg. 
217-728-8025 

Shelbyville 

Macari Service Center 
217-7744214 

Steelville 

Williams A/C & Htg., Inc. 
618-965-2040 

Taylorville 

Yard Htg. & Clg. 

214824473" 

Thomasboro 

Hoveln Htg. & Clg. 
217-643-2125 

Tuscola 

Triangle Htg. & Clg. 
217-253-5400 

Vandaila 

Hunter Appliance Htg. & Clg. 
618-283-3224 

Vienna 

Mike’s Htg. & Air 
618-695-2756 

Virden 

Snell’s Plumbing & Htg. 

217-965-3911 

Waterloo 

Sigman Htg. & A/C 
618-2344343 

Toennies Service Co. 
618-248-5130 

Watseka 

R & M Electric 
815-432-4062 

West Frankf ort 

McCords Htg. & A/C 
618-932-3745 

Effingham 

Jansen's Htg. & A/C 
217-347-5223 

Flora 

Electro Electric 
618-662-4520 

Forrest 

Kupferschmid, Inc. 
815-657-8147 

Gibson City 

Houston Plumbing 
800-379-2165 

Goodfield 

Hinrichsen 
309-965-2604 

Lawrenceville 

Tracy Electric 

618-943-2243 

Lincoln 

.Albert Service Htg. & A/C 
217-735-9990 

Litchfield 

Snell's Plumbing & Htg. 
217-324-4560 

Macomb 

Arnold Brothers Htg. & Clg. 
309-833-2852 

Chester 

De Rousse Htg. & A/C. Inc. 

618-826-4359 

Cissna Park 

Boyce Electric 
815-457-2700 

Collinsville 

BEL-0 Sales & Service. Inc. 
618-344-3434 

Columbia 

BEL-0 Sales & Service, Inc. 
618-281-8118 

Damiansville 

Toennies Service Co. 
618-248-5130 

Decatur 

Design Air Htg. & A/C 
217-429-1105 
800-452-7845 

Delavan 

Jeckel Plumbing & Htg. 
309-244-8265 

Belleville 

BEL-0 Sales & Service, Inc. 
618-235-6626 

Sigman Htg. & A/C, Inc. 
618-2344343 

Bloomington 

Wm. Masters Inc. 
309-662-8481 

Brighton 

Den-Son Inc. Clg. & Htg. 
618-372-8375 

Canton 

Easley Mechanical 
309-647-3450 

G-M Mechanical 
309-647-5700 

Charleston 

ID Mechanical 
Contractors, Inc. 
217-345-9633 

Hartline Htg. & Clg. 
618-833-6802 

Anna 
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DATEBOOK 

-2, The Fifth Annual Brocton Red 
Barn Market in Brocton. Antiques, 
collectibles, and a craft market. Admis¬ 
sion is $2. Children 12 and younger are 
free with an adult. Pioneer demonstra¬ 
tions, barn bucks, food, and more. Free 
parking. (217) 385-2450 or (217) 385- 
2428. 

2, Annual Spring Craft Show at the 
Normal Community West High School 
in Normal. All artwork and crafts on 
display are the original work and talent 
from central Illinois. The craft show, 
raffle, and concessions benefit the band 
programs of Normal West. 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 
(309) 454-7780. 

2-3, Basket of Memories Quilt Show 
at the Bureau County Fairgrounds in 
Princeton. $5 admission. Children 12 
and younger are free. A small quilt 
auction, a quilt raffle, basket raffles, a 
merchants mall, food, and more. www. 
cbqg.info. 

2-3, Nine Fingers Rendezvous in Litch¬ 
field. A re-enactment of life pre-1840. 
(217) 324-3416 or www.litchfield.il.us. 

4, Red Hat Rendezvous at Starved 
Rock State Park in Utica. Enjoy a magi¬ 
cal afternoon of laughs, sweet treats, 
and entertainment. Enjoy dessert first, 
featured activities, a delicious buffet 
dinner, wine tasting, and a spectacular 
magic show. Reservations a must. (815) 
220-7379. 

10, The 18th Annual Class Pack 
Auto and Motorcycle Swap Meet and 
Car Show at the Effingham County 
Fairgrounds in Altamont. $2 dona¬ 
tion at the gate. (217) 234-6372 or 
leyrse@hotmail.com. 

10, Flock to the Rock Wrap-up 
- Let’s Spring Ahead at Starved Rock 
State Park in Utica. Enjoy the beauty 
of Starved Rock State Park during 
waterfall season. There will be demon¬ 
strations by various horticultural and 
garden clubs along the corridor. (815) 
220-7379. 

23, The Fifth Annual Pope County FFA Antique Tractor Show in Gol- 
conda. Events will include a pedal pull for children ages 10 and younger, a 
race, a parade, exhibits, and more. (618) 683-5637. 

16-17, “Stitches In Time” Quilt and 
Needlework Show at the Quincy Se¬ 
nior High School in Quincy. More than 
100 quilts, holiday quilts, and stitchery 
will be on display. There will also be 
traveling exhibits, demonstrations, 
raffles, a merchants’ mall, and lunch. 
(217) 222-5387. 

22-23, Illinois Sustainable Living 
Fair at the Illinois Wesleyan University 
Shirk Center in Bloomington. Exhibi¬ 
tor booths and workshops on energy- 
efficiency, renewable energy, green 
building, sustainable living, and organic 
farming. In conjunction with the Af¬ 
fordable Housing Fair. Free. Friday 9 
a.m.- 5 p.m. Saturday 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 
(309) 454-3169. 

22-24, Southern Illinois Irish Festi¬ 
val in Carbondale. Enjoy food, music, 
merchandise, Highland games, arts and 
crafts, workshops, and more. Admission 
varies from day to day. (618) 549-3090 
or www.siu.edu/~irish. 

29-5/1, Southern Illinois Birding Fest 
2005 at the River Wetlands Center in 
Cache. The event has something for 
everyone including guided canoe tours, 
birding hikes, owl prowls, live bird dem¬ 
onstrations, a wildlife photo exhibit, 
and much more, www.birdingblitz.org. 

30, Christ Our Savior Lutheran High 
School’s 7th Annual Dinner Auction 
in Evansville. Enjoy a delightful meal, 
a silent auction, and a live auction. 
Among the hundreds of items to be 
auctioned will be a beautiful self-de¬ 
signed, handmade quilt, a hot-air bal¬ 
loon ride, a glider ride, a bronze statue, 
pearls, and priceless pictures. Tickets 
are $20. Send your e-mail address to 
coslhs@accessus.net and receive infor¬ 
mation about connecting to the online 
auction site. (618) 853-7300. 

You Have $$$ Growing 
On Your Land 

* Top prices for logs larger 
than 1 f ” diameter 

* Same day payment 

• Convenient pick-up 

• Improve your property for 
future years with proper 
timber management. 

AMERICAN 

STAVE COMPANY 

Contact us at 573-308-5508 OR 

w w\v. independentstavecompan v. com /logs 

30 

Illinois Country Living publishes event listings as space allows, giving preference to events of regional or statewide interest. 
Event listings are provided by the event sponsors and the Illinois Bureau of Tourism. The magazine assumes no responsibility 
for the accuracy of information submitted for publication and advises calling ahead to confirm dates and times. To be con¬ 
sidered for inclusion, send listings and photographs (If sending photographs please include self-addressed stamped envelope) 
to Illinois Datebook, Illinois Country Living, PO Box 3787, Springfield, IL 62708-3787. The June deadline is April 15. 
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Kubota Financing available through Kubota Credit Corporation. 

For product and dealer information, call 1-888-4-KUBOTA. ext. 128 

or click on www.kubotaB61.com EVERYTHING YOU VALUE 

©Kubota Tractor Corporation, 2005 
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! WITH A LOADER, MOWER, CRUISE CONTROL 
AND AIR-CONDITIONED CAB, 

YOU THINK EVERY JOB IS "NO SWEAT." 

JM 
HMl _ 

Yes. You're a B30 Series owner. 
t--. <• How many premium features can Kubota pack into a 

compact tractor? You would think cruise control and the 

fcal fl^B 
II M*: i 

first climate-controlled factory cab in its class would be 

plenty. But then you remember... Kubota offers a full line 

Vi- vHj 1 of quick-attach implements, too. With so many features, 

Ks# .-y^RIx 11 
the Kubota B30 Series can make any job seem 

It 1 downright enjoyable. 

- 26 HP and 30 HP Kubota diesel engines 

- Air conditioning and heater (B3030 cab) (Available spring 2005) 

A-X/ ■ - Hydraulic, independent PT0 



HYBRID WILLOWS Easy to grow! Fast growing! Long lived! 
(Salix Hybrid) These are the fastest growing trees we know 
of for shade, privacy, wind protection and soil conservation. 
They grow up to 1/3 faster than our hybrid poplars! Small, 
one foot cuttings planted at a university reached from 14 to 
20 feet the first year! These Hybrid Willows are very 
hardy, very disease resistant and can withstand extreme 
weather conditions. They survived in most areas of Canada 
and grow as far south as Florida! They thrive in dry soils 
and help dry out boggy land. Zones 3-8. 

Excellent for landscaping! 
1-year old Hybrid Willows are tall and upright growing. They do not 

^ 2-years old [iave brittle wood. These trees often reach 80-100 feet tall 

with lateral branches from the ground up. This provides a full dense cover 
that makes them ideal for use as shelter belts. The fastest growth period is 
in the first five years. 

Great screens and shelter belts! 
These make great screens, as well as good sound and dust barriers. Trees 
do not spread by seed or sucker. Plant 3 feet apart in single rows for a dense 
cover about 8-15 feet wide within the first year. Excellent where severe 
winds are prevalent. Prevent wind and soil erosion. Animal fodder — 
shoots and leaves are an excellent source of green, tasty, non-toxic feed in 
dry summer months. Healthy 2-3 foot trees. 

10/$14.50 20 for $27.95 5 lOT $75° 
ROSE OF SHARON 

HEDGE 
Visit our web site to shop our 

on-line catalog and for customer 
service and shipping information. 
www.4seasonsnurseries.com 

Hibiscus syriacus 
Delightful blossoms of either red, white 
or purple in a lifetime fence of natural 
beauty. Grows to 5-10' or can be trimmed 
for a neat colorful hedge. Bursts into 
brilliant bloom in mid-summer and 
continues to flower through fall. Order 
today and receive 1-3' shrubs. 

Our choice of color. 12/$7.85 (60 feet) 
24/$15.45 (120 feet) 48/$29.95 (240 feet) 

30 feet of friendly hedge! 

6 for s3" 

Add value to your property! 
This is the ultimate in specimen evergreens. 
Glistening, steel blue coloring and graceful 
conical shape. So dense growing these make 
superb wind breaks or privacy screens where 
there is space enough for large spreading trees. 
Will grow to 50' or more in 35 to 50 years. 
Does best in full sun and moist soil. Will 
survive in light, dry soil if watered while root 
system is becoming established. Nicely 
branched, 5 year old transplanted trees at least 
1-2' tall. Well developed root system. 

ONE YEAR GUARANTEE 
If any item you purchased from us does not live, for a 
FREE REPLACEMENT just RETURN THE ORIGINAL 
SHIPPING LABEL along with your written request within 
1 year of receipt. Replacement guarantee is VOID unless the 
ORIGINAL SHIPPING LABEL is returned. For a refund 
of the purchase price, RETURN THE ITEM AND THE 
ORIGINAL SHIPPING LABEL, with correct postage 
affixed, within 14 days of receipt. 

3/$5.50 6/$ 10.95 12/$19.95 each 

FOUR SEASONS NURSERY 
Division of Plantron, Inc. 

1706 Morrissey Drive, DEPT. 903-37 
Bloomington, Illinois 61704 

Name  

Address. 

City  

Zip   

. State 

Phone 

e-mail address:  

PLEASE SEND ITEMS CHECKED BELOW: 

Sweet fragrance! Flowers and leaves make 
lovely scented sachets for your dresser or closet. 
Thrives in well-drained soil with lots of sun. 
Most effective when planted in a duster of three 
or four, or as a hedge along a walk or patio. 
Number one size divisions. Hardy zones 5-9. 

$199 each 3/$4.99 12/$17.88 

GIANT QUINAULT 
EVERBEARING 

STRAWBERRIES 
Bears all 
season! 

Biggest most 
luscious-tasting 
strawberries 
you’ve ever 
tasted. Heavy- 
bearers. Grow 
big as tea 
cups! Firm, 
deep red and a 
mouth-watering 
delight for desserts, preserves, freezing 
and eating fresh. 

25/$4.95 50/$9.49 100/$17.95 

10 for $249 

HOW 
MANY CAT. NO. DESCRIPTION COST 

N7287 HYBRID WILLOWS 

N6172 BLUE SPRUCE 

N6869 LAVENDER 

N6877 ROSE OF SHARON 

N6607 
QUINAULT 
STRAWBERRY 

Packing & Processing $ 5.95 

SUBTOTAL $  

IL Residents add 6.25% Sales Tax $  
MN Residents add 6.5% Sales Tax $  

TOTAL AMOUNT 
ENCLOSED OR CHARGED S   

| | Check or Money Order enclosed. 

| | Mastercard Q VISA 

Credit Card #:  

Expiration Date:  

Signature:   


