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High Heating Costs Getting You Down? 
Let ClimateMaster Geothermal Heating and 

Cooling Systems Cure Your Pain 

Check out 
these advantages 

Uses nature’s renewable energy 

in' Save up to 70% on heating costs 

S' Comfortable and quiet 

w Clean and safe - no carbon monoxide 

UK Free hot water 

Wt Tax credits in 2006 
■ 

Contact your local dealer for more information 
Anna 
Hartline Heating & Cooling 
618-833-6802 

Auburn 
Lonnie L. Winn Heating 

& Cooling 
217-438-1235 

Belleville 
Sigman Heating 

& Air Conditioning, Inc. 
618-234-4343 

Bloomington 
Custom Air Company 
309-828-8281 

SBC Heating 
& Air Conditioning Inc. 

309-661-4328 

Carbondale 
Jacobs Mechanical 

Services Inc. 
618-529-2989 

Champaign 
Lanz Heating & Cooling 
217-202-6858 

Damiansville 
Toennies Service Co. 
618-248-5130 

Decatur 
Air King, Inc. 
217-423-9949 

Galva 
Anderson Plumbing 

& Heating 
309-932-2875 

Gibson City 
GR Services 
217-784-4482 

www.climatemaster.com 

Marvel 
Lebeck Refrigeration 
217-229-4295 

Hume 
Snyder Plumbing, 

Heating, Air Conditioning 
& Electrical 

217-887-9068 

Normal 
Frost Cooling 
309-862-2571 

Onley 
Read’s Inc. 
618-393-4102 

Urbana 
Quality Plumbing, Heating 

& Air Conditioning 
217-328-5081 

Vandalia 
Hunter Appliance Heating 

& Cooling 
618-283-3224 

Waterloo 
Sigman Heating 

& Air Conditioning, Inc. 
618-234-4343 

CUMATEMASTER 
Quality Geothermal Heating, Cooling and Hot Water 



Little by Little Does the Trick 10 

Some cooperative members have found that 
adding a few pennies to their electric bills every 
month adds up to big gifts for their neighbors 
and local organizations. 
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ILLINOIS COMMENTARY 

Billy R. Gibson Jr. 

God Bless the Linemen 
Their hard work brightens 
the lives of others 

During Hurricanes Katrina and 
Rita, I had the privilege of 

serving as public information agent 
for those Louisiana co-ops hit hardest 
by the storms. I saw things up close 
and personal that you didn’t see on 
the nightly news. Some of it would 
break your heart. 

But meeting some of the line¬ 
men your co-ops sent was truly the 
bright spot in this experience. Their 
job was rebuilding thousands of 
miles of poles and power lines in just 
weeks. Remember, this was a power 
system that took more than 65 years 
to build. 

Based on my experience, I’ve 
gained a newfound admiration for 
these men who have chosen a profes¬ 
sion that’s clearly not for the faint 
of heart, yet allows them to literally 
brighten up the lives of others. 

I spoke to one local lineman 
just before dawn as he prepared for 
another hard day of work. He related 
how the night before he was ready 
to head home and an elderly lady 
came up to him just as he got ready 
to leave. The lady had two black eyes 
and a busted nose from a recent fall 
and asked if he could help get her 
power back on. He ended up staying 
until 10 p.m. that night working 
on her circuit breaker and internal 
wiring - equipment that is the respon¬ 
sibility of the homeowner, not the 
utility - until he finally got power 
flowing. 

This is just a small sample 
of hundreds of other local co¬ 
op employees in Louisiana who 
answered the bell for their members. 
There were also many others from 
Illinois and 25 other states who 
left the comfort of their homes and 

families and placed themselves in 
harm’s way to come here to help. 

While out in the field, I expected 
to hear a lot of bellyaching from 
those men about the hot weather and 
the hard work. Instead I heard them 
express time and again how they con¬ 
sidered it an honor to participate in 
this historic rebuilding effort and to 
help co-op members in need. 

Just two days after Rita hit, I 
stood in the geographical center of 
what used to be Holly Beach, a fairly 
well-known fishing and recreational 
village in southwest Louisiana. The 
place was completely flattened, 
most of it swept into the marsh 
(visit www.jdec.org to see photos). It 
was as dramatic a scene as any I’ve 
witnessed over the past five weeks 
and I was witnessing it all alone. I 
could have heard crickets chirping 
had there been anything there 
alive. There were no TV cameras, 
no news reporters, no nothing, just 
acres and acres covered with kitchen 
utensils, clothing, underwear, tools, 
photographs, jewelry - the material 
pieces of peoples’ private lives - 
strewn across the soggy gray sand. 

Earlier that week I met Nathan 
Menees, a journeyman lineman from 
Southern Illinois Electric Co-op, 
who was with a crew working its 
way toward the village of Cameron. 
He had written a message in black 
electrical tape on the side of his 
bucket truck: “Hey Hallee Bug.” He 
explained that he figured a lot of 
news media would be hanging around 
and he wanted to send a message to 
his daughter. 

I informed him that the few net¬ 
works that were there were now long 
gone and that the linemen were all 

alone - in fact, I had just contacted 
a CNN producer who had been to 
Cameron and he had already moved 
on to Texas. But I also promised 
Nathan his message would appear in 
this magazine so that his daughter 
will know her daddy was thinking 
about her. 

By the way, I’ve got a message 
of my own for that sweet little girl: 
“Dear Hallee, thanks for letting us 
borrow your Daddy for a few weeks. I 
know you missed his hugs and kisses 
and bedtime stories, but you should 
be proud of him because the people 
he left home to help are in a great 
deal of distress, and many no lon¬ 
ger have homes of their own. Your 
father’s presence here is an answer to 
many prayers. He has been very busy 
not only rebuilding power lines, but 
most importantly restoring the hopes 
and dreams of many innocent people 
who were victimized by a violent 
storm. Thanks again for sharing your 
Daddy with us. I know he’s your hero. 
He’s our hero, too.” 

God bless you, the brave men 
who keep the power flowing to our 
homes and the rest of those who 
traveled to Louisiana to help us in 
our time of desperate need. We will 
never forget you. 

Billy R. Gibson Jr. is the 
Director of Communications 
for the Association of Louisiana 
Electric Co-ops. 

The opinions and views of guest com¬ 
mentators are their own and may not 
represent those of the Association of 
Illinois Electric Cooperatives or the 
electric co-ops of Illinois. 
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nlike many semi-autoloading rifles, 
the lever action rifles from Henry 

Repeating will keep you out of jams. 
Those annoying stoppages that always 
occur at the worst possible moment. 

For absolute reliability and 
maximum control, nothing beats the 
time-tested, flawless function of a 
Henry lever. 

Since our earliest days, our 
objective has been to manufacture a line 
of classic, superbly crafted firearms that 

every American shooting enthusiast 
would find readily affordable. 

Every part in a Henry is made in 
America. Every rifle is engineered with 
features that many of our competitors 
often charge twice the price for. Our 
corporate motto is “Made in America 
and priced right.” Those are the words 
our skilled employees live by. 

We are a family owned business 
and we stand behind every rifle that 
leaves our plant. Our customer service 

is second to none, and we will do 
everything to insure your complete 
satisfaction. 

Go to www.henry-guns.com or mail 
the coupon below to receive our free 20 
page, full color catalog. You’ll buy 
a Henry to swear by. You have our word 

on it. 

Henry Golden Boy 
.22 LR, .22 Magnum or .17 HMR 
The rifle that brings out the West in you 

Name 

Made in America and Priced Right 

Henry Big Boy .44 Magnum or .45 Colt 
An original Henry in solid brass with the smoothest action 

Order your free Henry color catalog at 
www.henry-guns.com or mail the coupon 

| HENRY REPEATING ARMS CO 
| 110 8r Street 

Brooklyn, New York 11215 

Address 

City State Zip 
NCM 

Henry Repeating Arms Company 110 8th Street, Brooklyn, NY 11215 
Tel: (718) 499-5600 Fax:(718) 768-8056 www.henry-guns.com 



CURRENTS NEWS LEGISLATION ■ TRENDS RESEARCH 

Illinois Co-ops Come Through for Southern Neighbors 
The cooperative business model 

has again proven itself in times 

of need. Many Illinois electric 

cooperative linemen drove long 

hours, without the promise of a place 

to sleep, running water, or food, to 

help southern co-ops restore power 

to victims of recent hurricanes. Rick 

Policy, coordinator of the Illinois 

Electric Cooperative Emergency 

Work Plan, says, “They’ve spent days, 

weeks, and even months working 

18-hour days in some of the worst 

conditions. There are hazards down 

there we can’t begin to imagine, like 

alligators and poisonous snakes.” 

In addition to physical assistance, 

the association that represents 

Illinois electric cooperatives has set 

up a fund that will provide hurricane 

relief for the many Louisiana and 

Mississippi co-op employees who 

suffered extensive wind and flood 

damage. Some employees lost every¬ 

thing they had. The fund, which will 

split proceeds 50-50 between the 

two states, will donate 100 percent 

of contributions. Anyone is welcome 

to donate. All donations are tax 

deductible. 

To contribute to the Association 

of Illinois Electric Cooperatives 

(AIEC) Hurricane Relief Fund, 

please make checks payable to “IEC 

Hurricane Relief Fund,” and send 

to: IEC Hurricane Relief Fund, c/o 

AIEC, PO. Box 3787, Springfield, IL 

62708. 

Nathan Menees, a Journeyman Lineman from Southern Illinois Electric Co-op, 

wanted his daughter to know he missed her while working in Louisiana. 

Six Apples a Day Keep 
the Doctor Away 

It turns out your mom may have been right 

about that apple she packed in your lunch. 

Cornell University researchers have found 

that apples may be one of the most powerful 

cancer-fighting foods because they contain a 

combination of chemicals called phenolics and 

flavonoids. 

Researchers fed rats apple extracts and 

a substance known to cause breast cancer. 

When rats were fed the equivalent of one 

apple per day, their cancer rates were reduced 

by 17 percent. When the rodents were fed the 

equivalent of three apples per day, their cancer 

rates were reduced by 39 percent. And when 

they were fed the equivalent of six apples per 

day, their cancer rates fell by 44 percent. The 

number of tumors was cut by up to 61 percent 

in the study. 

Source: Health magazine - Cooperative.com 

Warming Up Safely with 
Space Heaters 

According to the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) 
about 10,900 residential fires and about 190 deaths associated with portable 
or fixed local heaters have occurred in recent years. CPSC has these tips for 
purchasing and using a space heater: 

• Choose a space heater that has been tested to the latest safety standards 
and certified by a nationally recognized testing laboratory. 

• Select a space heater with a guard around the flame area or heating 
element. 

• Place the heater on a level, hard, and nonflammable surface, not on 
rugs or carpets. 

• Keep the heater at least three feet from bedding, drapes, or other 
flammable materials. 

• Never leave a space heater unattended when you go to sleep or when 
you leave the area. Keep children and pets away from space heaters. 

• Have a smoke alarm and carbon monoxide alarm with fresh batteries on 
each level of the house and inside every bedroom. 

Source: National Fire Protection Association, Underwriters Laboratories Inc. 
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How to Have Fresher Air 
and Savings Too 

Does your air-conditioning/furnace filter look like this? Yuk! 

Changing filters is easy and has a high "return-on-investment." 

During peak cooling or heating season it's a good idea to change 

or clean your filters every month. They cost about $2-3 each. Dirty 

filters can cost you up to $5 a month extra, overwork the equipment, 

and result in dirtier indoor air. Consider purchasing "electrostatic" 

filters, which are washable, long lasting, and provide cleaner air. 

Clean or change filters more often if smokers or pollution sources 

are present. 

Energy Policy Act Can Help You Save 
There are energy savings built into the new energy legislation. Below are 

some of the ways you can save on your taxes by making energy investments: 

1. You can receive a credit of up to 30 percent of the cost—up to $2,000—for 

installing solar-powered hot-water systems used exclusively for purposes 

other than heating swimming pools and hot tubs. 

2. You can receive tax credits up to $500 to upgrade thermostats, to caulk 

leaks, or to stop energy waste. 

3. You can receive up to $200 credit for installation of new exterior windows; 
a $300 credit for purchases of a highly efficient central air conditioner, heat 

pump, or water heater; a $150 credit for installation of a highly efficient fur¬ 

nace or boiler. 

USDA Announces 
Community 
Connect Grants 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture 

(USDA) recently announced $9 million 

in grants it has awarded to a variety of 

entities, including rural non-profit groups, 

through its Community Connect program. 

The program supports broadband network 

construction in remote areas. Nineteen 
4. Contractors who build energy-efficient homes and manufacturers who make 

energy-efficient appliances are eligible for credits 

Illinois’ coal and agriculture industries benefit too. There is a provision for 
a $1.8 billion program to promote clean coal research and development. And 

refiners will be required to use 7.5 billion gallons of ethanol annually by 2012, 

doubling current production. 
Check with your local electric cooperative for more energy-saving advice, 

incentives, and rates for efficient new water heaters and heat pumps. Check 
with a tax professional before making an investment decision based on tax 

credits. 

recipients in 14 states and Puerto Rico won 

grants in the 2005 round. Sixteen of the 19 

recipients plan to build wireless broadband 

networks to cover their communities. The 

remaining three plan to use fiber optic 

technology. 

This year's largest grant is $790,000 to 

the Tule River Tribal Council in California to 

deploy both broadband and telemedicine 

services. The Community Connect program 

All-Electric More Practical Than Ever 
Fuels for home heating this winter are projected to climb. According to the American Gas 

Association, natural gas is expected to increase by 47.6 percent. Propane is projected to rise by nearly 

30 percent. 

The good news is electric rates are only expected to increase by 5 percent. 

While the prices for all energy sources are likely to go up, electric rates should remain more stable 

because of the diversified fuels used to generate electricity. Building or converting your home to an all¬ 

electric home once again makes a lot of sense. That's especially true if you consider a geothermal heat 

pump and an electric water heater. Find out more from your local electric co-op's energy advisor. 

has awarded 109 grants for more than $39 

million over its four-year history. 

In an increasingly competitive market¬ 

place, broadband service is becoming 

more important in drawing economic 

development to rural areas. For more 

information about the Community Connect 

Grants, contact the USDA at www.usda.gov 

or the National Rural Telecommunications 

Cooperative (NRTC) at www.nrtc.org. 
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Illinois Small Businesses Make Smart Energy Choices 
If your business is planning to build a new 

facility or to conduct a major renovation, the 

Small Business Smart Energy (SB$E) program 

will provide design assistance for a more efficient 

building. The SB$E can show you how to capture 

those savings without burdening your construc¬ 

tion budget. 

The SB$E provides training and education 

for building architects, designers, engineers, 

geothermal heat pump installers, construction 

contractors, lenders, and anybody else making 

efficient buildings available in the construction 

market. 

For existing business facilities, the program 

will provide energy assessments that include 

recommendations of energy efficiency measures, 

a referral of energy professionals, and guidance 

for improved energy purchasing and energy 

efficiency improvement financing. 

The Illinois Department of Commerce and 

Economic Opportunity's (DCEO) Bureau of 

Energy and Recycling is developing a list of 

interested small businesses and a network of 

energy service professionals. 

Up, Up, and Away with Touchstone Energy® 
Residents near Galena did a triple-take when three 

colorful Touchstone Energy Hot Air Balloons simul¬ 
taneously took flight on Thursday, Sept. 15. The flight sig¬ 
naled the final voyage for the oldest of the three balloons 
and the start of a new era for the newest balloon. 

Local businesspeople, members of the media, and rep¬ 
resentatives from Jo-Carroll Energy were on hand to learn 
more about the balloons and to take rides. Ten Illinois 
electric cooperatives, including Jo-Carroll Energy, com¬ 
prise Cooperative Balloon Associates (CBA), EEC, which 
owns the balloons. 

The original Touchstone Energy Hot Air Balloon, 
manufactured in 2000 by Lindstrand Balloons in Galena, 

was created as a goodwill ambassador for the Touchstone 
Energy national electric cooperatives branding program. 
The lead pilot and General Manager of CBA is Cheri 
White, who hails from Austin, Texas. White has flown 
the balloon across the country for co-op events and com¬ 
petitions on behalf of the Touchstone Energy program. 

Touchstone Energy is an alliance of 625 consumer- 
owned electric utilities in 44 states that conduct business 
with the core principles of integrity, accountability, 
innovation, and commitment to community. For 
more information, log on to www.cbaballoon.com or 
www.touchstoneenergy.coop. 

Touchstone Energy’s hot air balloons are made right here in Illinois. The original balloon is being retired. 
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A Good Time to Consider By Nancy Nixon 

ow is the time to consider 
a residential geothermal 
heating/cooling system. In 

an effort to encourage more energy 
efficient homes, part of the new 
energy bill signed recently by Presi¬ 
dent Bush details how consumers 
who install new geothermal heat 
pumps in 2007 or 2008 will be 
rewarded with a tax credit. The tax 
credit will total 10 percent of the 
installed price, up to a maximum 
of $300. There are minimum ef¬ 
ficiency requirements the system 
must meet for tax credit eligibility. 
Contact your local electric coopera- i 
tive for details prior to installing a 
new system. 

Benefits of geothermal systems 
are numerous, with lower heating 
and cooling costs topping the list. 

Geothermal systems average 
40 percent greater efficiency than 
air source heat pumps, 48 percent 
greater efficiency than the best gas 
furnaces, and 75 percent greater 
efficiency than oil furnaces. Geo¬ 
thermal systems have the added 
advantage of providing a home or 
business with free hot water - sup¬ 
plying on average approximately 
30 percent of hot water needs. And 
many electric cooperatives offer 
special incentives for geothermal 
users. 

Geothermal heat pumps have 
fewer mechanical components, and 
have no exposure to outdoor ele¬ 
ments, making them more reliable, 
easier to service, and less prone to 
failure. The expected life span of 
a geothermal unit is 30-35 years, 

compared to 15 years for a conven¬ 
tional furnace. Ground loops have 
a life expectancy of hundreds of 
years. 

With no dangerous fumes, no 
flame, and no flue, geothermal sys¬ 
tems are also safer. 

Geothermal systems are more 
comfortable and quieter. Constant 
fan velocities and longer fan run¬ 
ning times allow the temperature 
to stay as consistent by the wall or 
ceiling as it is by the floor. And hav¬ 
ing no outdoor fan unit makes the 
unit’s operation whisper quiet. You 
may not even know it’s running. 

Here are some interesting facts 
from the Geothermal Heat Pump 
Consortium: 
■ Using geothermal technology, 
a typical 1,500-square-foot home in 
a moderate climate can be heated 
and cooled all year for an average 
of $ 1 per day. 
■ Today, more than 500,000 geo¬ 
thermal heat pumps are installed in 
the U.S., resulting in annual savings 
of 4 billion kilowatt hours (kwh) of 
electricity, eliminating the need for 
20 trillion BTUs of fossil fuels, cut¬ 
ting peak electrical demand by 1.3 
million kilowatts (kw), and slashing 
greenhouse gas emissions by 3 mil¬ 
lion tons of carbon dioxide (CO,). 

Geothermal installations to 
date equate to converting 650,000 
cars to zero-emission vehicles, 
planting 190 million trees, reducing 
U.S. reliance on imported fuels by 
11 million barrels of crude oil per 
year, or eliminating the need for 
one 1,300-megawatt (MW) power 
plant. 

Heating and cooling costs will 
likely continue to rise in years to 
come. Reliance on foreign oil will 
continue to increase, and the price 
of propane and natural gas will 
continue to skyrocket. Using geo¬ 
thermal technology for heating and 
cooling just makes good sense. 

For more information about geo¬ 

thermal systems, contact your local elec¬ 

tric cooperative, log on to the Geothermal 

Heat Pump Consortium Web site at www. 

geoexchange.org, or call them at (202) 

558-7175. 
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By Amy 
Ballinger-Cole, 
Intern 

mg. long ago a crow half 
dead with thirst came upon a 
pitcher that had only a small 
amount of water left In the 
bottom. Tiy as he might, the 
crow could not get his beak 
deep enough inside to be 
rewarded with a drink After 
pondering the problem for a 
while, the crow came up with 
a brilliant idea One by one. 
he began to drop pebbles into 
the pitcher. One after another, 
and another, and another he 
dropped the pebbles in until 
finally the water neared the 
top of the pitcher. At last the 
water rose high enough, and 
the crow was able to quench 
his thirst. 

The Crow and the Pitcher - Aesop's Fables 

Members find that combining small donations 
equals big giving in their local communities. 

Pocket change just doesn’t go 
very far in today’s world. And 50 
cents probably won’t buy you much. 
But what if every member of your 
community showed up at a store with 
50 cents and pooled their change? As 
Aesop so aptly put it, “Little by little 
does the trick.” 

Late one night in 1989, Tom Up¬ 
shaw, President and CEO of Palmetto 
Electric Cooperative in Hardeeville, 
South Carolina, was inspired by the 
idea of helping others, little by little. 
Upshaw wondered if cooperative 
members could aid others in their 
local community by simply choosing 
to allow the electric cooperative to 
round up their monthly utility bills to 
the next whole dollar. 

Upshaw says, “Everyone wants to 
help another human being. Everyone 
wants to do whatever he or she can 
to meet the needs in their own com¬ 
munities. What this program does is 
allow people to make such a response 
in a routine way.” 

For example, with a bill of 
$86.78, the member would pay an 
even $87. The extra 22 cents would 
be dropped into a charitable fund 
administered by the cooperative. 

Upshaw’s unique idea hatched into a 
brand new charitable giving program, 
which he named Operation Round 
Up®. 

Upshaw watched over the next 
15 months as Palmetto Electric Co¬ 
operative member contributions of 
pennies, nickels, dimes, and quarters 
added up to an astounding $170,000. 
With an average monthly round up 
of only 50 cents per hill contribution, 
the Operation Round Up program 
quickly spread to co-ops across South 
Carolina and then nationwide. 

In Illinois, several co-ops have 
embraced Upshaw’s idea as part of 
the long-standing electric coopera¬ 
tive tradition of neighbors helping 
neighbors. 

Wayne-White Counties Electric 
Cooperative (WWCEC) initiated its 
own version of the Operation Round 
Up program in March 2002. They 
named the program Wayne-White 
Counties Electric Cooperative’s 
Operation Roundup Kare & Share 
(WORKS) and designated an inde¬ 
pendent trust board of local com¬ 
munity leaders to meet quarterly 
and distribute the funds to worthy 
applicants. 
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Little did the co-op leaders real¬ 
ize that WORKS would get off to a 
flying start. The following month, a 
devastating tornado struck the coop¬ 
erative service areas in Wayne and 
Jefferson Counties. The WORKS 
board acted quickly, putting the pre¬ 
vious month’s member funds to work, 
accepting outside donations, distrib¬ 
uting and managing funds, and even 
coordinating a benefit concert. 

Nancy Wells, WORKS coordi¬ 
nator at WWCEC, says, “When all 
was said and done, there was a total 
of $42,843 donated to the WORKS 
program and distributed to affected 
individuals and organizations.” 

The program continues to help 
outside organizations distribute funds. 
“We will collect the money for other 
organizations and distribute it for 
them. Organizations like how 
our application looks 
and how the process 

It Is amazing liow 
our members' extra 

change can help 
our local communities 

so much." 

Jenissa Ezard presents a check from IL Rural Electric Co-op member donations to help 
the Carollton Lions Club build a community bandstand. 

works,” says WORKS Board Presi¬ 
dent Joyce Carson. 

So how much money does the 
WORKS program raise? Wells says, 
“During the first nine months of 
2005, the WORKS program gener¬ 
ated more than $32,168. By far, 
hardship relief to individuals is the 
biggest category where funds have 
been given. There are a lot of people 
who need help in some way because 
they fall through the cracks of other 
possible relief. The WORKS program 
has been able to meet some of those 
needs.” 

The majority of the WORKS 
money goes to individuals in the 
area who have fallen on hard times. 
“We are willing to sit down and work 
through the lengthy application with 
anyone in need. Then we require a 
narrative where people write their 
stories, and that gives us a g 
lot of background. I 
And because  —- I 

WORKS board members are some 
of the first to hand out applications, 
we know these people individually,” 
Carson says. “It’s a very humbling 
experience. I’ve honestly never been 
involved with anything that I’ve 
felt better about. The program is far 
reaching. It really is.” 

Local organizations and civic 
groups can benefit as well, sometimes 
impacting people and places beyond 
our own backyards. 
The Greater Wabash 
Baptist Association 
Disaster Relief Trail- fl^ESSjlB 
er recently received 
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Joyce Carson distributes funds to the Chainsaw Unit consisting of WWCEC 

employee Jerry Houser, Tom Hawkins, Don Mosson, Jerry Shilling, Susan 

Shilling, Mike Hawkins, and Cal Reynolds. 

aid to help purchase equipment for its 

transportable, on-site “machine shop” 

trailer for the volunteer chainsaw 
team. “The trailer is just one small 

part of the Southern Baptist Conven¬ 

tion, the second largest disaster relief 

organization, following the American 

Red Cross,” says Mike Hawkins, Di¬ 

rector of the Greater Wabash Baptist 

Association Chainsaw Unit. 

The trailer enables volunteers 

equipped with chainsaws, saw sharp¬ 

eners, generators, and power washers 

to go into communities and remove 

trees and brush from people’s yards 

and quite often, their rooftops, after 

natural disasters. Sometimes, the 

group is one of the first relief organiza¬ 

tions to arrive and they must clear the 

roads of fallen trees for other relief aid 

vehicles. 

“Everything we get is through 

donations. We do this at our own 

expense, without charging the people 

we aid. Everyone is a volunteer,” says 

Hawkins. 

“We had a team in the last part 

of August go to Wisconsin where 

about 27 tornadoes touched down 
and wiped out whole subdivisions. 

We cut timber there for several days,” 

says Hawkins. 

A few weeks later, the crew 

headed to Bogalusa, LA, in the wake 

of Hurricane Katrina. And after re¬ 

turning home, the crew soon left for 

Jasper, Texas, to help victims of Hur¬ 

ricane Rita. 

“The priority is removing trees 

off houses. We had a volunteer who 

finished up harvesting his beans 

early; he hurried and hustled because 

he wanted to go. He’s taking a week’s 

vacation. That’s what people do,” 

Hawkins said. 

Jerry Shilling has been on many 

of the group’s relief efforts. He re¬ 

called his experience in Bogalusa, 

saying, “People just couldn’t believe 

it was free. It just made them shake 

their heads when we told them. Yet, 

the people were in excellent spirits; 

more so than I imagine myself being 

in that situation.” 

“I’m a cooperative member,” says 
Carson. “You just round up those dol¬ 

lars. You’re not going to miss it unless 

you watch every penny, which most 

people don’t. It’s amazing how much 

12 ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING § www.icl.coop 



we can generate to give back to our 
own people.” 

Members of Illinois Rural Electric 
Cooperative have a similar fund in 
their area. 

The cooperative began round¬ 
ing up bills for its Members’ Fund in 
March 2000 and has since distributed 
more than $158,000 to local schools 
and charities. Program Coordinator 
Jenissa Ezard says, “It is amazing how 
our members’ extra change can help 
our local communities so much.” 

Those who have benefited from 
the Members’ Fund include local 
churches, American Legions, Cancer 
Society, Relay for Life, American 
Heart Association, Red Cross, pre¬ 
schools and schools, YMCA, News¬ 
papers in Education, food pantries, 
4-H camps and clubs, rescue squads, 
Salvation Army, fire departments, Boy 
Scouts and Girl Scouts, and Lions 
Clubs. 

“We try to give to everyone who 
has a need,” says Ezard. Recipients of 
the fund are chosen in two ways. All 
year, organizations can write letters to 
the cooperative that are reviewed by 
a committee made up of members of 
the co-op’s board of directors. Members 
also choose who receives funds through 
a drawing at the co-op’s annual meet¬ 
ing each year. Every member enters 
their favorite charity in a 
drawing for their 
district. The co-op 
then gives funds to 

the charity chosen from each of the 11 
district drawings. 

A recent check that Ezard was 
able to deliver was to Tara Moore and 
her fifth grade class at Winchester 
Elementary School. Moore wrote to 
the co-op requesting calculators for her 
students. 

“Part of our Illinois learning stan¬ 
dards is that students have to be able 
to use calculators to help them in the 
workforce as they grow older. So, I felt 
it was important to start that now,” says 
Moore. 

In the past, Moore gathered what¬ 
ever calculators she could on her own, 
usually teaching her class using six or 
seven different models. “I was trying to 
teach each little group, ‘on your calcu¬ 
lator, you do it this way.’ I thought with 
a class setting, one model would be so 
much easier. Then the students would 
leam the basic functions and be able 
to take them to any calculator. Fortu¬ 
nately, the co-op was wonderful to us.” 

In the 16 years since Upshaw’s 
Operation Round Up was hatched, 
participating cooperatives have contin¬ 
uously proven that “little by little” in¬ 
deed “does the trick.” With an average 
round up for each cooperative member 
of only $6 per year, there isn’t much 

of a sacrifice in giving. However, 
those quarters, dimes, nickels, 

and pennies quickly and con¬ 
sistently fill up the “com¬ 

munity pitcher,” adding 
up to some awe-in¬ 

spiring goodwill for 
so many in need. 

These students 

will benefit from new 

calculators donated by local 

cooperative members. 

American Red Cross 
Gifts can be directed specifically 
towards hurricane relief, the 
National Disaster Relief Fund, 
the International Response 
Fund, or your local Red Cross 
Chapter. 
The Red Cross even accepts do¬ 
nations of airline miles or stocks. 

Go to: www.redcross.org 

Call: 1 -800-HELP-NO W 
(1-800-435-7669) 

Mail: American Red Cross 
P.O. Box 37243 
Washington, D.C. 20013 

The Salvation Army 

Go to: www.salvationarmyusa.org 

Call: 1-800-SAL-ARMY 
(1-800-725-2769) 

Mail: The Salvation Army 
National Headquarters 
P.O. Box 269 
Alexandria, VA 22313 

When giving to charities, the 
Better Business Bureau says, 
“Investigate before you donate.” 
Want to know more about a 
charity’s mission, leadership, pro¬ 
grams, and its finances? 

The Better Business Bureau 
can help you. 

Go to: w ww.give.org 

"No act of kindness, 
no matter how small 

is ever wasted." 
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AND HEALTH 

Winter Storm Supplies 
Be prepared for ice storms and 
prolonged power outages 

Blasts of winter wind, precipitation, 
and fluctuating temperatures can 

result in severe freezing rain, sleet 
and ice storms. A heavy build-up of 
ice on power lines can cause wires 
to snap and utility poles to topple. 
Falling ice-laden trees or limbs 
can bring down power lines, cause 
outages, and threaten life and 
property. 

Your local electric cooperative 
and Safe Electricity want you to 
remember the importance of being 
prepared for these potentially 
dangerous storms and the power 
outages they may cause. 

Having the right supplies and 
knowing how to stay warm safely 
are keys to weathering a winter 
storm emergency. Severe damage 
to power lines and transmission 
systems may take days to repair. In 

a winter storm emergency, restoring 
power and heat to consumers is the 
highest priority, and electric utility 
crews work around the clock to 
restore service. Typically, there is 
ample warning of an approaching 
winter storm system and most know 
to stay off roads and seek shelter. 

But Safe Electricity and your 
local electric co-op stresses that 
everyone, particularly families with 
special needs, must be prepared and 
know what to do in case of a winter 
emergency and long-term power 
outages. 

Always keep a battery-powered 
radio or TV, flashlights, and a supply 
of fresh batteries readily available. 
Know where to find extra blankets 

Fill spare containers with water 
for washing, and keep a supply of 
bottled drinking water on hand Keep 
a supply of foods that don’t require 

cooking or refrigeration, along with a 
hand opener for canned food. 

Switch off lights and appliances 
to prevent overloading circuits and 
damaging appliances when power is 

Ice storms can create long power outages just 

like hurricanes. Be prepared with an emergency 

kit. Stay away from downed lines. 

restored. Leave one lamp or switch 
on to signal when your power returns. 

To prevent water pipes from 
freezing, keep faucets turned on 
slightly so water drips from the tap. 

Never use a charcoal grill to 
cook or heat with inside the home. It 
gives off deadly carbon monoxide gas. 
Grills should be used only outdoors. 

It’s a good idea to assemble a 
disaster supply kit ahead of time that 
includes needed items. Don’t forget 
to include a first aid kit, prescrip¬ 
tion medicines, and special items 

for infant, elderly, or disabled family 
members. 

Maintaining warmth is a priority 
during a winter emergency. Loss of 
body heat or hypothermia can be life 
threatening. Stay inside and dress 

warmly in layered clothing. 
When using an alternate 

heat source, follow operating 
instructions, use fire safeguards, and 
be sure to properly ventilate. 

If you use a standby generator, 
make sure it has a transfer safety 
switch or that your power is cut 
off at the breaker box before you 
operate it. This prevents electricity 
from traveling back through the 
power lines or what’s known as 
“back feed.” Back feed creates 
danger for anyone near lines, par¬ 
ticularly crews working to restore 
power. 

When outside, treat all downed 
and hanging lines as if they are 
energized electric lines. Stay away, 
warn others to stay away, and 
immediately contact your utility. 

For more detailed information 
and electrical safety tips, visit the 
SafeElectricity.org Web site. Safe 
Electricity is an electrical safety 

public awareness program created and 
supported by a coalition of several 
dozen organizations, including 
electric cooperatives, educators, 
and other entities committed to 
promoting electrical safety. 

Molly Hall is the Director of 
Safe Electricity. E-mail: molly- 
hall@SafeElectricity.org and for 
more infonnation on these and 
other kinds of situations involving 
electricity visit www.Safe 
Electricity.org. 
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Here’s how to turn your home into your fami¬ 

ly’s dream home - with a geothermal 

heating and cooling system from 

WaterFumace. In winter, yourWaterFumace geother¬ 

mal system will provide even, clean and reliable 

heat In summer, the same system will keep your home 

comfortably cool and dry. A WaterFumace system bums no 

fossil fuels - and operates so efficiently - that you can save up 

to 60 percent on your monthly energy bills - all while protecting 

the environment and keeping your family safe from carbon monoxide. With 

WaterFurnace, your dream home can come true. 

Marion 

D & C Sheetmetal 
618-997-6577 

Metropolis 

Mike’s Htg. & Air 
618-524-3270 

Mt. Vernon 

Holloway Htg. & A/C 
618-242-5481 

Murphysboro 

Williams A/C & Htg., Inc. 
618-684-3606 

Normal 

Frost Clg. & Htg. 
309-862-2571 

Pana 

Macari Service Center 
217-562-3631 

Paxton 

Houston Plumbing 

800-379-2165 

Peru 

Pro's Htg. & Clg. 

815-223-0715 

Petersburg 

Collins Plumbing & Htg. 
217-632-3670 

Pittsfield 

Peters Htg. & A/C, Inc. 
217-285-1600 

Pontiac 

Kupferschmid, Inc. 
815-842-3812 

Quincy 

Peters Htg. & A/C, Inc. 
217-222-1368 

Red Bud 

De Rousse Htg. & A/C, Inc. 
618-282-2224 

Springfield 

Collins Plumbing & Htg. 
217-793-8031 

Sullivan 

Rowland Plumbing & Htg. 
217-728-8025 

Shelbyville 

Macari Service Center 
217-774-4214 

Steelville 

Williams A/C & Htg., Inc. 
618-965-2040 

Taylorville 

Yard Htg. & Clg. 
217-824-4737 

Thomasboro 

Hoveln Htg. & Clg. 
217-643-2125 

TUscola 

Triangle Htg. & Clg. 
217-253-5400 

Vandalia 

Hunter Appliance Htg. & Clg. 
618-283-3224 

Vienna 

Mike’s Htg. & Air 
618-695-2756 

Virden 

Snell's Plumbing & Htg. 

217-965-3911 

Waterloo 

Sigman Htg. & A/C 
618-234-4343 

Toennies Service Co. 

618-248-5130 

Watseka 

R & M Electric 
815-4324062 

West Frankfort 

McCords Htg. & A/C 
618-932-3745 

Call 800.GEO.SAVE or visit waterftimace.com 

Anna 

Hartline Htg. & Clg. 
618-833-6802 

Belleville 

BEL-0 Sales & Service. Inc. 

618-235-6626 

Sigman Htg. & A/C, Inc. 
618-2344343 

Bloomington 

Wm. Masters Inc. 
309-662-8481 

Brighton 

Den-Son Inc. Clg. & Htg. 
618-372-8375 

Canton 

Easley Mechanical 
309-647-3450 

G-M Mechanical 
309-647-5700 

Charleston 

ID Mechanical 
Contractors, Inc. 

217-345-9633 

Chester 

DeRousseHtg. &A/C, Inc. 

618-8264359 

Cissna Park 

Boyce Electric 
815457-2700 

Collinsville 

BEL-0 Sales & Service, Inc. 
618-344-3434 

Columbia 

BEL-0 Sales & Service, Inc. 
618-281-8118 

Damiansville 

Toennies Service Co. 
618-248-5130 

Decatur 

Design Air Htg. & A/C 
217429-1105 
800-452-7845 

Delavan 

Jeckel Plumbing & Htg. 
309-244-8265 

Effingham 

Jansen's Htg. & A/C 
217-347-5223 

Flora 

Electro Electric 
618-6624520 

Forrest 

Kupferschmid, Inc. 
815-657-8147 

Gibson City 

Houston Plumbing 
800-379-2165 

Goodfield 

Hinrichsen 
309-965-2604 

Lawrenceville 

Tracy Electric 

618-943-2243 

Lincoln 

Albert Service Htg. & A/C 

217-735-9990 

Litchfield 

Snell’s Plumbing & Htg. 
217-3244560 

Macomb 

Arnold Brothers Htg. & Clg. 
309-833-2852 



ILLINOIS YARD AND GARDEN 

Recycling Christmas Tips 
Holiday reruns aren’t just for TV 

Some things occur year after year. 
We’ll get snow sooner or later. 

We’ll get spring sometime in March or 
April.Summer will be hot. Winter is 
bound to be cold, especially when fuel 
prices are high. 

And the holidays bring another 
hair-pulling session as I try to find 
something new and unusual to talk 
about instead of the same old Christmas 
tree or poinsettia story. Not that there’s 
anything wrong with Christmas trees 
and poinsettias, but how many times 
can you talk about picking out a tree 
with fresh smell, pliable needles that 
stay on the plant, and a sticky cut end? 
Only those living in a cave the last 
hundred years don’t know that you’re 
supposed to cut an inch off the butt end 
so the tree will suck up water. 

Speaking of water, everyone 
knows that the base has to be kept in 
water from the minute you put the 
tree in the stand until you take it out 
after the holidays, never letting the 
basin dry out, right? 

A quick flip through old December 
columns also has shown that you 
should know all about using the tree 
after the holiday as either mulch for 
perennials (cutting up the limbs and 
laying them on the ground), wind 
breaks for newly planted broadleaf ever¬ 
greens such as hollies and rhododen¬ 
drons (leaning the branches against the 
plant), or decorating the plants with 
birdseed and suet balls for our winter 
feathery friends. Sure, the needles 
will dry, but you can also use those for 
mulch around hostas in the spring, but 
I’m sure you already knew that. 

How many times can you hear 
that poinsettias are supposed to be 
given bright light, kept moist and 
away from heat sources, but not soggy 

or frozen? And doesn’t everyone know 
by now that the leaves will start drop¬ 
ping from the plant the minute you 
bring it indoors until the plant is 

Remember to cut an inch off the butt 

of your Christmas tree and provide 

water. Poinsettias also need moisture 

and bright light. 

denuded seemingly by a week after 
Christmas? There’s nothing you can 
do about it unless you have lots of 
natural light and high humidity, mir¬ 
roring the conditions in nature or the 
greenhouse. Few do. You know that, so 
what’s the point of repeating it? 

You know all about taking care of 
the amaryllis, keeping the soil moist 
just like a poinsettia, giving it lots of 
light (again like the poinsettia) and 
keeping the temperature on the cool 

side so the flower stalk grows slow and 
doesn’t tip over. Otherwise you might 
have to stake the bloom. 

Of course, all the faithful readers 
know that it will take about three to 
four weeks to get the flowers to bloom 
from the bulb, so planting them a 
week before Christmas isn’t the wisest 
thing to do. 

Poinsettias and amaryllis are dis¬ 
posable plants that few carry over, 
but again, that’s like preaching to the 
choir. No one will get struck down by 
lightning for discarding the plants, and 
the sun will continue to rise in the 
east. Why be redundant? 

Then there are all those other 
holiday plants such as cyclamen, 
Christmas cacti, and Christmas 
peppers. It’s the same old-same old: 
keep moist, keep the humidity high, 
give them bright lights, and keep the 
kids away from them. Well, at least the 
latter. More than likely, kids, or adults 
for that matter, will try the Christmas 
pepper once. 

Then there are the holiday gifts 
— new tools that are ergonomically 
correct, including hand pruners; 
clothing such as leather breathable 
gloves that everyone goes through 
yearly it seems or would find a 
godsend; or a great gardening book or 
diary—but you already know that. 

Drats. If I only had more time and 
space to think of something to write 
about. Maybe next holiday season. 

David Robson is an Extension 
Educator, Horticulture, at the 
Springfield Extension Center, 
University of Illinois Extension, 
P.O. Box 8199, Springfield, IL 
62791. Telephone: (217) 782-6515. 
E-mail: drobson@uiuc.edu. 
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MOBILE HOME ROOF PROBLEMS? 

from fSoutiiernfis lingers 
'The Mobile, Uofoe, Roof over SpeciOJisl 

♦ STEEL ROOFING 
♦ 2" - 3" INSULATION 
♦ ONE FOOT OVERHANG 
♦ NO MORE ROOF RUMBLE 
♦ LOWER UTILITY BILLS 

The 

ANDAU 
Outlet 

Sundance 
240 Sport Pontoon 

Suzuki DF70 4-Stroke, Custom Tandem Trailer 

Actual boat similar to illustration $15,999 
" S SUZUKI 

MARINE 

The Nation’s #1 Landau Dealer! 

Lebanon Suzukl-Kawasaki } / 

417-588-3550 1-800-542-3846 m 
Hwy. 64 & Bennett St Lebanon, MO 

Select^ 

On&'Vay 
Ventures 
Dr. John Ronan DDS 

& Associates 
Can Offer You 

Dentures, Partials 
& Extractions 

ONE-DAY SERVICEi 
m 

mi \ $154 

Office Hours: Monday-Friday 8 to 4 
Call for an Appointment 

(217-479-8444) 
(1-877-565-8981) 

1201 W. Walnut, Jacksonville, IL 62650 
Payment Accepted 

Cash, Mastercard or Visa 
No Personal Checks 

SPECIALIZING IN SQUARE 

POST FRAME METAL BUILDINGS 

Hay Sheds • Machine Sheds 

Horse Barns • Garages 

Over 4,000 Barns 

Built Across The USA 

CALL ANYTIME FOR FREE QUOTE: 

1-800-889-1096 
We Except All Major Credit Cards 

Plumbing • Installation 

Also Available For Additional Fee 



Cellulose Insulation Works 
It stops air leaks and saves 20 percent 

Last month I talked about why 
some houses get cold in the 

winter and listed some key ways to 
stop heat from leaking from your 
home and cold air from coming in. 
I talked a bit about insulation, and 
this month I’ll focus on that key 
ingredient to energy efficiency. 

Insulation is a popular topic. 
Every week I receive numerous calls 
both at my office and on my radio 
program about insulation. The ques- 
tions most often asked are: “What 
kind should I use, how much, and 
where should I insulate?” 

Is all insulation equal? The 
answer is “no” because different types 
of insulation perform differently 
depending on the actual application. 
R-value is a common rating given 
to insulation. But I give little con¬ 
sideration to R-values as I have 
learned that the test to determine 
R-values does not adequately measure 
real-life conditions. In my opinion, 
R-value is a myth and we’ll discuss 
that topic in a future issue. 

The truth is that some types 
of insulation will not stop air 
movement very well. I have known 
for years, and have proven through 
the construction of thousands of 
houses throughout America, that 
the use of cellulose, which is made 
from recycled newspapers, or foam 
insulation will greatly outperform 
the more conventional fiberglass 
insulation. 

When the wind is blowing 
outside on a cold winter day, prac¬ 
tically no air can enter through a 
wall insulated with cellulose or foam. 
Consider this. Many heating system 
filters are made of fiberglass. Filters 
are designed to allow air to pass 

Wet blown cellulose insulation fills voids and stops air infiltration better than fiberglass. 

It is also better at sealing out noise. 

through them. Even if you install 
three or four clean fiberglass filters, 
air would still pass through them. 
However, if you were to spray a quar¬ 
ter inch of cellulose or foam on those 
filters, air passage would stop. 

Because it works so well and 
is affordable, the use of cellulose 
insulation has mushroomed in recent 
years. I first discovered it in the 1970s 
when I was working for the Farmers 
Homes Administration (FmHA), 
overseeing the construction of 

energy-efficient housing for low- and 
moderate-income families and senior 
citizens. I learned about it from a 
builder in Mountain Home, Ark., who 
was using it to soundproof apartments. 
I decided to use it to soundproof 
FmHA-financed apartments and that’s 
when I found that it was also great 
for insulation. By metering many of 

the apartments and houses we built, I 
saw that the utility hills were always 
at least 20 percent less on structures 

insulated with cellulose. 
So, where should you insulate? If 

you are building a new home, fill the 
walls with cellulose or foam insulation. 
Also insulate the foundation wall of 
a crawl space or the exterior edge of a 
concrete slab. And, of course, insulate 
the attic. For existing homeowners 
who have less than eight inches of 
fiberglass insulation in the attic, I 
recommend that you add cellulose 
insulation over the fiberglass to a final 
insulation depth of 12 inches. 

Doug Rye, the “Doctor of Energy 
Efficiency - the King of Caulk 
and Talk” can be heard on several 
different Illinois radio stations. 
Or you can go to his Web site at 
www.dougrye.com, e-mail him 
at info@philliprye.com, or call 
(888)-Doug-Rye or (501) 653- 
7931. You can also sign up for a 
free newsletter and order his “how 
to” videotapes. 
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America's Oldest & Largest Rare Breed Hatchery 
FREE COLOR CATALOG 

Over 140 varieties of Baby Chicks, Bantams, 
Turkeys, Guineas, Peafowl, Game Birds, 
Waterfowl. Also Eggs, Incubators, Books, 
Equipment and Medications. 

Call 1-800-456-3280 
(24 hours a day) 

Murray McMurray Hatchery, 
Cl 32, Webster City, Iowa 50595-0458 
Website: http://www.incmurrayhatchery.coni 

SANGAMON RADIANT 
WIRSBOaqua pex tubing products 
tor agricultural, commercial shop 
floors and homes Made in the USA 

(217)522-3934 *FAX (217)522-3933 
Evening (217)483-3223 John 0. McMillan - Owner 

BARNlggtfOMPANY, 

3S F* EE CIL-1 
30x50x10 

29 Gauge Gatvaluma Metal 

HEAR BETTER AND SAVE! 
Basic Full Shell Digital Full Shell 

Now $195 Now $495 
\ ,. y 

-AMERICA 
HEARING CENTER 
Licensed Hearing 

1050 W. Hayward Drive 
Mt. Vernon, MO 65712 

800-354-1905 
526 N. Business 65 
Branson, MO 65616 

800-649-6242 

instrument Specialists 
558 E. Mt. Vernon Blvd. 
Mt. Vernon, MO 65712 

800-372-4554 
601 S. 291 Hwy 

Liberty, MO 64068 

877-631-5115 
www. midamericahearing. com 

“OUR BEST...FOR LESS...IN A DAY” 

Established in 1992 

Price includes: 
Materials, Delivery and Construction 

with Engineered Trusses, a 10' or 12' 
Sliding Door, One Walk-In Door, 6 Skylights 
(if requested), One-Year Warranty on 
Labor and Materials, and a 20 year limited 
warranty on Galvalume metal. 

A Fully Insured for Your Protection 

A Price may Vary Based on Location 

A Call for a Free Brochure & Estimate 

A Thousands of Satisfied Customers 

A Competitive Pricing 

A Painted Metal & Many Sizes Available 

A Engineered Buildings and Kits Available 

nationalbarn.com 
1 Log On! For Pricing, Photos,Brochure, FAO... 

Families Have Saved Up To 50% On Heating Costs 
And never have to buy fuel — wood, oil, gas, kerosene — ever again! 

Hydro-Sil is a unique room-by-room heating system 
that can save you hundreds of dollars in home heating 
costs by replacing old and inefficient heating. It can 
replace or supplement your electric heat, gas or oil furnace 
and woodstoves. 

Hydro-Sil represents economy in heating: inside the 
heater case is a sealed copper tube filled with a harmless 
silicone fluid. It’s permanent You’ll never run out 
“Hydro-Sil Energy Star” thermostat controls a variable watt 
hydro element that is only being supplied a proportional 
amount of power on an as-needed basis. When Hydro-Sil 
is turned on, the silicone liquid is quickly heated, and with 
its heat retention qualities, continues to heat after the Hydro 
element shuts off. Hydro-Sil’s room-by-room “Energy Star” 
digital control technology greatly increases energy savings 
and comfort. 

YOUR BENEFITS WITH HYDRO-SIL: 
• Slash heating cost with Energy Star technology 
• Lifetime warranty. No service contracts 
• Safe, complete peace of mind 
• Clean, no fumes, environmentally safe 
• U.L listed 
• Preassembled — ready to use 
• No furnaces, ducts, or chimneys 
• Portable (110V) or permanent (220V) 
• Whole house heating or single room 

HERE'S WHAT OTHERS ARE SAYING... 
•F. Smalley - “A company that advertises 
the truth saved me 50% compared to my 

gas heat. I found it hard to believe until 

my power bill came. Thanks a million!” 

•R. Hanson - “I can’t begin to tell you how 

pleased I am with Hydro-Sil... the first time 

in 25 years our electric bill was reduced... 

saved $635, over 40%!" 

•A. Gonsalves— 'We replaced 20 electric 

heaters with Hydro-Sil. Wow — what a 
difference! We received a substantial 

reduction of our electric bill. I have 

recommended Hydro-Sil to many people!” 
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ORDER TODAY! 
2 MODELS TO CHOOSE FROM 

220 Volt 
Permanent 

Approx. Area 
to Heat 

Discount 
Price Quantity 

81 2000 watts 250-300 s.f. $289 

6' 1500 watts 180-250 s.f. $259 

5' 1250 watts 130-180 s.f. $239 

4' 1000 watts 100-130 s.f. $219 

3' 750 watts 75-100 s.f. $189 

2' 500 watts 50-75 s.f. $169 

Thermostats Call for options & exact heater needed 

110 Volt Portables 
(Thermostat Included) 

Discount 
Price Quantity 

5' Hydro-Max 750-1500 watts $219 

4' Convector - Dual watt $179 

3' 750 watts - Silicone $179 

$15.00 shipping per heater $ 

Total Amount $ 

Name  

Address  

City St Zip  

Phone   

MasterCard or Visa Account Information: 

Acct #   

Expiration Date  

Order today or contact us for more information 
PHONE • WEB • MAIL 

Check • MasterCard • Visa 

1-800-627-9276 
Visit our secure web site at 

www.hydrosil.com 
Hydro-Sil, P.O. Box, 662, 

Fort Mill, SC 29715 



Storm Watch 
Outside  
1. Trim dead or weak branch¬ 
es from surrounding trees. Do 
not leave them for curbside 
pickup during a storm watch. 

2. Moor boat securely, store 
it upside down against a wall 
or move it to a safer place. 
Remove canvas. Anchor a boat 
trailer with strong rope. 

3. Protect your windows with 
custom-fit shutters or 5/a-inch 
plywood. Check with your local 
building inspector. 

4. Keep roof drains clear. 

5. If you live in a flood-prone 
area, elevate or move struc¬ 
tures to higher ground. 

6. Bring indoors objects that 
may be blown or swept away, 
such as lawn furniture, trash 
cans, children’s toys, garden 
equipment, clotheslines and 
hanging plants. 

7. Lower water level in pool 6 
inches. Add extra chlorine. 
Turn off electricity to pool 
equipment and wrap up any 
exposed filter pumps with a 
waterproof covering. 

8. Plan how to take care of 
your pets. Leave them with a 
friend. If you must evacuate, it 
is best to take your pets with 
you, but most shelters will not 
allow them. Large animals in 
barns should have plenty of 
food and water. 

How to prepare your family and 
property for severe weather 

9. If a storm is pending, fuel 
your vehicle. 

10. Keep a smaller Disaster 
Supplies Kit (see next page) in 
the trunk of each car. 

11. Keep sliding glass doors 
wedged shut in high wind. 

12. If you use a portable gen¬ 
erator, make sure you know 
what loads it can handle, 
including start-up wattage. If 
you connect the generator to 
household circuit, you must 
have a double-pole, double¬ 
throw transfer switch installed 
between the generator and 
outside power, or the '‘back¬ 
feed” could seriously harm or 
kill utility line workers. 

13. Take down outdoor 
antennas, after unplugging 
televisions. 

inside 
14. Store valuables in a 
waterproof container at the 
highest point in your home. 

15. Make two photocopies 
of vital documents and keep 
the originals in a safe deposit 
box. Keep one copy in a safe 
place in the house, and give 
the second copy to someone 
out-of-town. Vital documents 
include birth and marriage 
certificates, tax records, cred¬ 
it card numbers, financial 
records, wills and trusts. 

16. Install smoke alarms 
on each level of your home, 
especially near bedrooms. 
Use the test button to test 
them once a month. Replace 
batteries at least once a year. 

17 If a family member relies 
on life-support equipment, 
make sure your electric cooper¬ 
ative knows ahead of time. 

18. Fill bathtubs, sinks, and 
jugs with clean water in case 
water becomes contaminated. 

19. Pick a “safe” room in the 
house, usually a first-floor 
interior hallway, room or closet 
without windows. 

Resource information 

o 
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Federal Emergency American Red Cross 

Management Agency (FEMA) Attn: Public Inquiry Office 

500 C Street, SW 431 18th Street. NW 

Washington, D.C. 20-172 Washington, D.C. 20006 

Phone: (800) 480-2520 Phone: (202) 639-3520 

www.fema.gov www'. redcross.org 

g% 

Reprinted from Carolina Country, the monthly magazine of 
North Carolina’s Touchstone Energy cooperatives. 
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20. Plan home escape 
routes. Find two ways out of 
each room. 

23. Keep a portable, battery- 
operated radio or television 
and extra batteries. 

24. Post emergency tele¬ 
phone numbers. 

25. Show adult family mem¬ 
bers where your fire extin¬ 
guishers are and how they 
work. 

27. Teach all responsible 
family members how and when 
to turn off the water, gas, and 
electricity at the main switches 
or valves. Keep a wrench near 
gas and water shut-off valves. 
Turn off utilities only if you sus¬ 
pect a leak or damaged lines, or 
if you are instructed to do so by 
authorities. 

Emergency food & drinking water 

At least one change of clothes 

Baby food, diapers & formula 

Batteries 

Bleach (without lemon or additives) 

Books, magazines, cards & games 

Butane lighters 

Cash & credit cards 

Camera & film 

Car keys 

Charcoal & lighter fluid 

Clock (non-electric) 

Cooler (with ice) 

Duct & masking tape 

Extension cords 

Fire extinguisher 

First Aid kit 

Flashlight 

Grill or camp stove 

Heavy plastic 

(for roof if damaged) 

A Disaster Supply Kit (recommended by the American Red Cross) 

Have enough disaster supplies for 2 weeks ready. Keep items in airtight 

plastic bags. Replace stored food and water every six months. Rethink 

your kit and family needs at least once a year. (Replace batteries, 

update clothes, etc.) Ask your physician or pharmacist about storing 

prescription medications. 

Lantern with extra fuel 

Manual can opener 

Matches 

Medicines, glasses or 

contact lens supplies 

Mosquito repellent 

Personal identification 

Pet food 

Phone numbers of places you could go. 

Plastic trash bags 

Radio (battery-operated) or TV 

Rope (100 ft.) 

Sleeping bags, pillows & blankets 

Soap & shampoo 

Sturdy shoes 

Toilet paper & towelettes 

Tool kit including hammer, crowbar, 

nails, saw, gloves, etc. 

Water purification tablets 

If you must evacuate 
leave as quickly as possible. 

Unplug your appliances, but 

leave on your refrigerator. 

Turn off the main water 

valve. If time allows, move 

furniture to a higher place. 

Take sleeping bags, blan¬ 

kets, warm protective cloth¬ 

ing, emergency supplies, 

eating utensils and identifi¬ 

cation showing proof of resi¬ 

dency. Tell somebody where 

you are going. 

www.aiec.coop 21 
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Cream Filled Cupcakes (above) 
Darlene “Woolsey” Armstrong 

1 pkg. devil’s food cake mix 

l/l C. evaporated milk 

111 C.sugar 
2/3 C. solid Crisco 
1/2 tsp. salt 

1 tsp. vanilla 

1/4 C. powdered sugar 

Bake cupcakes as directed on the package 

mix. While cooling, combine evaporated 

milk, sugar, Crisco, salt, and vanilla. Beat 

10 minutes until smooth. Add powdered 

sugar. Beat until well mixed. Fill cake 

decorator. Squirt into cupcakes until 

cupcake cracks a little. Frost as desired. 

Peanut Butter Balls 
Jean Bur gin 

I sugar 

2/3 C. peanut butter 

5-6 C. Rice Krispies cereal 

Boil sugar and syrup together for 1 min¬ 

ute. Stir in peanut butter; mix well. Add 

Rice Krispies; mix well. Roll into balls or 

put into a 9xl3-inch pan. Cut when cool. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVIN asm 

1 gal. apple cider 

1 qt. cranberry juice 

3/4 C. brown sugar 
2 sticks cinnamon 

1 tsp. cloves 

1 tsp. allspice 

In a 30-cup coffee maker, combine cider 

and cranberry juice. Put brown sugar, 

cinnamon stick, cloves and allspice in a 

coffee filter and place in the basket. Perk. 

Serve hot. 

Cheddar Meat Loaves 
Donna Montooth 

1 egg 

3/4 C. milk 
1 C. (4-oz.) shredded cheddar cheese 

1/2 C. quick cook oats 

1/2 C. chopped onions 

1 tsp. salt 

1 lb. ground beef 

2/3 C. ketchup 

1/2 C. packed brown sugar 

1-1/2 tsp. prepared mustard 

Visit www.icl.coop to see 
an archive of past Illinois 
Country Living recipes. 

In a bowl, heat the egg and milk together. 

Stir in cheese, oats, onion, and salt. Add 

beef and mix well. Shape into 6 loaves; 

place in a greased 13x9-inch baking dish. 

Combine ketchup, brown sugar, and mus¬ 

tard; spoon over loaves. Bake uncovered 

at 350° for 45 minutes. 

m 

Heavenly Delights 
Who: Dahinda United Methodist 

Church 

Cost: $10, plus $4-95 shipping 

Pages of recipes: 132 

Details: Soft-backed, comb-bound 

Contact: Norma Lindberg, 95 Birch Ct 

Dahinda, IL 61428, or (309) 879-2471. 

Six Can Soup 
Audrey Kneer 

Holiday Cider 
Carole Mackie 

1 (10-3/4'Oz.) can tomato soup 

1 (15-1/2-oz.) can whole kernel corn 

1 (15'1/2-oz.) can mixed vegetables 
1 (15-1/2-oz.) can chili beans 
1 (15-1/2-oz.) can diced tomatoes 

1 (15-1/2-oz.) can chicken broth 

Mix all ingredients together. Heat and 

serve with saltine crackers. 



Great American Recipes 
Who: Armington Christian Church 
Cost: $10, plus $2 shipping 
Pages of recipes: 256 
Details: Soft-backed, comb-bound 
Contact: Barbara Johnson, 4631 Minier Road 
61721, or (309) 392-2342. 

Chocolate Covered Cherries (right) 

60 maraschino cherries with stems 
2 C. powdered sugar 
3 T. real butter, softened 
3 T. light corn syrup 
1/4 tsp. salt 
2 C. (12-oz.) semi-sweet 

chocolate chips 
2 T. shortening 

Pat cherries dry with paper towels; set 
aside. In a small mixing bowl, combine 
sugar, butter, com syrup, and salt. Mix 
well. Knead until smooth. Cover and 
refrigerate for 1 hour. Roll into 1/2-inch 
balls. Flatten each into a 2-inch circle. 
Wrap each circle around a cherry and 
lightly roll in hands. Place cherries with 
stems up on waxed paper-lined baking 
sheets. Cover loosely and refrigerate for 1 
hour. In a microwave or heavy saucepan 
melt chocolate chips and shortening. Stir 
until smooth. Holding onto the stem, dip 
each cherry into the chocolate; set on 
waxed paper. Refrigerate until hardened. 
Store in a covered container. Refrigerate 
for 1-2 weeks before serving. 

Cheeseburger Pie 
Leatha Israel Manes 

lib. ground beef 
1/2 C. evaporated milk 
1/2 C. catsup 
1/3 C. fine dry bread crumbs 
1/4 C. onions, chopped 
3/4 tsp. salt 
1/2 tsp. oregano 
1/8 tsp. pepper 
1 (8-inch) pie shell 
4-oz. American cheese, shredded 
1 tsp. Worcestershire sauce 

Mix the first 8 ingredients together. Put 
into the pie shell and bake at 450° for 35- 
40 minutes. Mix cheese and Worcester¬ 
shire sauce. Spread on top. Bake another 
10 minutes longer. Garnish with catsup 
and dill pickles. 

Grandma’s Sweet Slaw 

1/2 C. white sugar 
1/2 C. mayonnaise 
3 med. carrots, shredded 
1 med. head cabbage, cored and 

shredded 

In a large bowl, stir together the sugar and 
mayonnaise. Add the carrots and cabbage 
and mix until well coated. Serve chilled. 

Pineapple Upside-Down Cake (below) 
Eileen Knobeloch 

1/2 stick butter 
1-1/2 C. brown sugar 
Maraschino cherries 

In a large cast iron skillet, melt butter. 
Turn off heat. Spread brown sugar evenly 
over the top of butter. More brown sugar 
can be used, if desired. Brown sugar 
should be moist from the butter. Arrange 
the pineapple slices around the edges and 
put one in the center. Place a cherry in 
the center of each pineapple slice and 
also in the spaces left around the center 
slice or wherever you want to put them. 
Mix the cake mix as shown on the box, 

Photos by Catrina McCulley Wagner 

1 can pineapple slices, drained 
(reserve juice) 

Yellow cake mix 

except use the remaining pineapple juice 
instead of water. If not enough juice, use 
water to bring to the amount shown on the 
box. Pour cake mix over the ingredients 
already in the skillet. Bake at 350° until 
the center of the cake feels done, usually 
a little longer than called for on the box. 
Remove from oven and let the cake set for 
3 minutes. Put cake pan on top of the skil¬ 
let before turning upside-down. Serve with 
whipped cream. 



ADVANTAGE 
STEEL BUILDINGS, INC. 

www.hardyheater.com 
Bates@hardyheater.com 

For The Best Building Package 
At The Absolute Lowest Prices 
Call Today (877) 657-8335 

Or Go Online At 
www. advantagesteelbuildings. com 

30x50x10 $ 6,290.00 

40x60x12 $ 8,975.00 

50x75x14 $13,547.00 

80x120x16 $32,133.00 

We Also Have Mini-Storage Packages 
All Sizes Including Climate Control 

TREE TERMINATOR 
• 3 models cut 20", 12" and 5" trees in one bite 

• Hitches to fit most tractors and skid steer loaders 

• Built to last with a 24 month warranty 

* Swivel hitch, sprayer and grapple options 

For a free color brochure call or visit our website 

(417) 458-4350 • www.treeterminator.com 
 Grace Manufacturing « Plato, MO  

WIN THE BRUSH WAR WITH 

Save 40% 
on your 
energy bill 

BLUE SKY 
SPRAY-ON INSULATION 

Electric co-op energy advisors recommend spray- 
on cellulose insulation over fiberglass because it: 

• Stops air infiltration 
• Provides consistent comfort 
• Has superior fire, pest and sound protection 
• Contains a safe anti-mildew ingredient 
• Reduces construction costs 
• Is made from 100% recycled products 

For a dealer near you, or to start your own 
cellulose insulation business call, 

(618) 482-3936, (ceU)-618-789-9777 • www.bluesky.com 

DENTURES 
IN ONE-DAY SERVICE 

Custom Upper and or Lower 
Opposing Imp. $20 
ADA Approved Materials 
Appointment Highly Advised 

WHERE 

‘129 
Adult Care Dentures 

DR. THOMAS ARNOLD 
101 Marshall Place 

CARMI, IL 62821 
Information or appointment 

Call 

1 8008258044 
Also Extractions and simple oral surgery at 

reduced tee with Dental appliance 
all at Dr.’s quote 

No personal 
checks please. 
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Evansville 
I I IN 

an mi 
Bonds hundreds Nlll 
of materials TT 
including wood. : 
stone, metal, ceramic & 
more! Incredibly strong 
& 100% waterproof. 

1-800-966-3458 • www.gorillaglue.com 

stainless steel construction 
Heats home and household 
hot water 
10-year warranty 
Connects to your existing “Since 1916" 

central duct 
or hydronic system 

Standard with bronze 
circulator pump 
and automatic draft 
combustion blower, and grates 

Units from 100,000 to 250,000 

BTU's output 
• Financing Available (new) 
• Dealer Inquiries Welcome 

Hardy Manufacturing 
Company, Inc. 

12345 Road 505 
PHILADELPHIA, MS 39350 

(1-800-542-7395) 

DEPART JUNE 4. JULY 2. OR AUG. 20. 2006 

Canadian Rockies Tour 
Offers ‘Cool’ Vacation 

Join other Fanners for the most “heavenly” sightseeing 
in the most pristine and beautiful countryside in North America. 

There's more than just the Canadian Rockies on this popular Your Man Tours 
vacation. You’ll spend a week in the Canadian Rockies and another week across 
the border in the American Northwest. First fly into Sioux Falls, South Dakota 
for a scenic three-day drive to Calgary, Alberta. In route you'll visit Fargo and 
Bismarck, North Dakota; then north to Saskatchewan where you'll visit the 
Royal Canadian Mounted Police Academy. Your time in the Canadian Rockies will 
include daily sightseeing. Highlights include Lake Louise; Banff National Park; 
Hoodoos; Bow Falls and Cascade Gardens; a SnoCoach ride over the Columbia 
Ice Fields; Canmore, Alberta; Kananaskis Country; Waterton Lakes National Park 
and more! Back in the U.S. you’ll visit Helena and Billings Montana; Custer's 
battlefield at the Little Big Horn; Black Hills National Forest; Wild Bill Hickock and 
Calamity Jane's Deadwood; Mt. Rushmore and Crazy Horse National Memorial; 
legendary Badlands National Park; and more! We include round trip airfare, 
motor-coach transportation, 13 nights hotel accommodations; well meet you 
upon arrival, handle your luggage, and take you on some of the most beautiful 
sightseeing with unsurpassed scenery in North America. Prices start at only 
$1648 per person, double occupancy including taxes and roundtrip airfare. 

For brochure, information, & reservations call: 

TOR IWM'TOURS 1-800-888-8204 
Providing csrefree vacations since 1%1\ 

BUILDING SYSTEMS® 
Established 1979 

LET US SHOW YOU WHY WE’RE # 1! 

33’x 45’x 10’ $6,985 

39’x 72’x 12’ $11,896 

51’x 104’x 14’ $21,867 

80’x 150’x 16’ $46,835 
Since 1979 Heritage Building Systems’ 
focus has been to provide the 
industry with the finest quality, best 
looking pre- engineered steel 
structures at the lowest possible price. 

1.800.643.5555 
www.heritagebuiidings.com 
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ILLINOIS MARKETPLACE 

NEW AND USED restaurant and con- 
cession equipment, meat saws, slicers, 
grinders, ice cream machines, stack chairs, 
s.s. sinks, tables, shelving, steam tables, 
buffets, pottery wheels and kilns. 2615 So. 
First, Springfield. (217) 522-3934. 

INSULATION — 4x8 sheets, foil-backed 
foam — also rolls of foil-bubhle-pak 
insulation. All factory seconds. Contact 
Ken Nichols at (800) 424-1256. 

AUTHORIZED RAINBOW DISTRIBU- 

MINIATURE MEDITERRANEAN 
DONKEYS. Pet, show and breeding 
quality. Gray duns, chocolates, spotteds 
and blacks. Visitors welcome. Canton, 
IL. (309) 647-7162. www.copperascreek. 

CABIN RENTAL: Shawnee Forest, 
Garden of the Gods, Rim Rock, Pounds 
Hollow Lake. New, rustic decor, kitchen, 
air, satellite, www.rimrocksdogwoodcabins. 
com. (618) 264-6036. 

TOR. Repairs, supplies and service. 
Living air purifiers. L &. L Distributing, 
116 S. Van Buren St., Newton, IL 62448. 
(618) 783-3755. 

FILTER QUEEN/DEFENDER sales, ser¬ 
vice and supplies. For free information, 
call (800) 753-5401 or write She-N-I, Inc., 
RR 1, Allendale, IL 62410. 

CEDAR HILL RIVER RESORT - New 
cabins on Ohio River, Elizabethtown, IL. 
Nightly rentals, hot tubs, full kitchens. 
www.cedarhillriverresort.com. (217) 824- 
4257, (217) 652-4257. 

WANTED TO BUY: Standing TIMBER. 
All species. Pay top price. Clear or select 
cut. Call (815) 434-4141. 

ARGO DIRECT AMPHIBIOUS VE¬ 
HICLES. 6 and 8 wheel true all ter¬ 
rain vehicles. (618) 588-4444. www. 
ARGODIRECT6X6.com. Cause your 
ATV don’t float and your boat ain’t got 
wheels! 

WANTED TO BUY: Standing timber 
and logs. Timber harvesting specialist. 
DIRECT MARKETS for grade logs and 
veneer. Prices unbeatable. (618) 426- 
3065. 

FHA SPECIALISTS. MORTGAGE 
LENDING, SEARCHING for a LOAN? 
Give us the opportunity to beat you hank’s 
rate. 100% purchase combo NO PMI. 
Cash out refinance to 100%. Interest 
only fixed adjustable rate mortgages. 
Debt consolidation, Home Equity Line 
of Credit. Conventional, VA, FHA, 
Non-Conforming Sub Prime Loans. 
Residential Investment Property pur¬ 
chases to 100%. Excellent Fannie Mae/ 
Freddie Mac rates. No application fee, 
call (800) 254-4431 for free consultation 
or PRE-QUALIFICATION...KARLA 
LILLEY, SR. LENDING SPECIALIST. 
Waterfield Finance Group. We are an 
Illinois Residential Mortgage Licensee and 
Equal Housing Lender. (618) 530-3330. 
Lending in all 50 states. 

RAPIDLY GROWING INTERNA¬ 
TIONAL NUTRACEUTICAL Company 
looking for individuals to be a part of 
the next trillion $ industry. Product and 
business guarantee. (888) 251-1538. 

ILLINOIS CONSULTING FORESTERS, 
INC. Timber Sales-Forest Management. 
We work for the landowner, www.illinois 
consultingforesters.org. Ph. (618) 526- 
4251. 

WANTED: INDIAN ARTIFACTS of 
all kinds. Free appraisals. (309) 543-3847 
evenings or leave message. 

STARVED ROCK LODGE. All season 
resort in the State Park. Indoor pool, 
packages, special events. (800) 868-7625, 
www.starvedrocklodge.com. Booking 
holiday parties! 

SICK CAMPER REFRIGERATOR? 26 
years specializing in rebuilding cooling 
units. New/used units available. Camper 
repair. Crutcher’s RV, Cropsey, IL. 
(309) 377-3721. 

AUTHENTIC POLISH POTTERY. 
Direct from original 100-year-old factories 
in Poland. Largest selection in Central 
Illinois of first-quality pieces, including 
Unikat. (309) 862-3121. 

HORSESHOEING - corrective, thera¬ 
peutic and hot/cold shoeing. Available 
evenings and weekends. Call (217) 971- 
4561. 

TRAILERS-UTILITY-CARGO-CAR- 
HAULERS. We accept Visa, MasterCard. 
We buy used trailers. Auto King, 2423 S. 
Main, Bloomington. (309) 821-9000. 

FOR SALE: Cherry Lumber. 1" thick 
boards, 600' board foot $490. For all. 
(618) 842-9588. 

K KENTUCKY 
STEEL TRUSS 

BUILDINGS 

jFREE CATALOGUE 

1-859-745-0606 
www.kstbuild.com 

24x30x8 
30x36x8 
40x48x10 
50x60x12 
60x80x12 
75x80x14 

S4,595 
$5,595 
$9,295 

$14,495 
$20,695 
$27,595 

Newlook! 
TheHobstee! 

since 1986 

FOR RENT - South Calhoun Retirement 
Center apartments. Located in Brussels, 
Illinois. Rent starts at $275 for one bed¬ 
room and $592 for a two bedroom. For 
more information call (618) 883-2707. If 
no answer please leave a message. 

WANTED: OLD GAS PUMPS. Paying 
top dollars, for small or medium size, 
depending on condition and location. 
Dick (309) 647-0406. 

Mobile Home 
Owners: ROOF KING 

Mobile Home Super Insulated 
Roof Over Systems 

40 Year Warranty 
Factory Direct From Roof King 

1 -800-748-0645 
www.roofking.net 
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FOR SALE: HILTON HEAD TIME' 
SHARE. $5,500. For details call (309) 379' 
5601 or e-mail marit2c@mtco.com. 

GRASS FED BEEF: Raised Joel Salatin’s 
way - all natural. Halves and quarters now 
available. Call (618) 586-2488 or e-mail 
beef@flying-s.com. 

FLORIDA CONDO FOR RENT. Nicely 
furnished condo in Sarasota, near beaches. 
Rent Jan-March. No pets. Non-smokers. 
Call (217) 868-2237. 

NEW COOKIE COOKBOOK beautifully 
illustrated. First book featured on cover 
of Illinois Country Living Dec. 1996. 
Marlene Schollenberger. (309) 663-5420. 
delicaciesbymarlene@yahoo.com. 

POND LINERS 
<nq cnft nr I ‘Custom Sizes bqn or LtJbb .Reinforced Materials 
Depending on Volume *818 psi Burst strength 

Bend Tarp & Liner, inc. 
1-800-280-0712 www.bendtarp.com 
 No Job Too Big or Too Small  

LOWEST COST 
Term Life Insurance 

Issue ages through 90 

AGE $100,000 $250,000 
45 12.78 22.75 
55 16.19 31.28 
65 31.06 68.47 
Rates figured on monthly cost for female non-tobacco users. 

RAMLET & ASSOC, INC. 

(800) 933-6354 
TALIC FORM NO. 1-32207-198 

MID-AMERICA 
POLE BARNS 
Advertised Special 

30x50x10 gavalume 
Package includes material 

delivery, construction, 
factory trusses, screws 

Open M-F, 8-5 

Call Toll Free for More Information 

1-866-456-0959 
WE ALSO BUILD POST FRAME HOMES 

CUSTOM SAW-MILLING: Your logs cut 
to order on a wood-mizer saw-mill. One or 
more. Anna, IL (618) 833-5886. 

SAWMILL, 56" DIAMETER BLADE 
with removable teeth, Hercules motor, 
manual carriage, $1,500 o.b.o. (217) 967- 
5623 or (217) 232-7660. 

STOP AMERICAS #1 KILLER! Reliv’s 
CardioSentials delivers optimal levels of 
revolutionary nutrients clinically shown 
to lower cholesterol and support total 
heart health. (888) 251-1538. Rita Taylor, 
Independent Reliv Distributor. 

First time offered, a 28 minute SILENT 
FILM of the FIRST HORSELESS FARM 
in the world. Featuring the Deem’s Farm 
of Burlington, Iowa, in 1927 using Farmall 
and International Harvester products. 
Cost is $22.44, which includes postage. Be 
sure to tell us if you want a VCR or a DVD. 
Send your name and address plus $22.44 
check or money order to: S&J Horseless 
Farm Films, PO Box 329, Stronghurst, 
IL 61480. 

WANTED TO BUY: Standing timber, 
most species. Pay top prices. Call (217) 
285-2760. 

How to place an ad: 

1) Type or print ad neatly. 

2) Count words. Cost is $30 for up to the first 20 words. $1.50 each additional 
word. Ads with insufficient funds will not be printed. 

3) Prepayment is required. Include check or money order with ad for amount due. 
Also include address label from Illinois Country Living or other proof of Illinois 
electric cooperative membership. Only members of Illinois electric cooperatives 
may place Marketplace ads. 

4) Mail to: Illinois Marketplace, P.O. Box 3787, Springfield, IL 62708. by 
deadline. 

Deadlines: February issue - December 20; 
March issue - January 20. 

We reserve the right to reject any advertisement. Ads received after the deadline will be placed in the next 
available issue. Non-members wishing to advertise should contact the Weiss Group at (480) 860-5394 for 
information about display advertising. 

Illinois 
Country Living 

12 issues only $6! 
A one-year subscription to 

Illinois Country Living is just 
$6. Send a check or money 
order with name and address 
to: Subscriptions, Illinois 
Country Living, PO Box 3787, 
Springfield, IL 62708. 

Go to our Web site 
for past issues of 

Illinois Country Living 
www.icl.coop 
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DATEBOOK 

1 f The 2005 Christmas Parade 
in Lincoln. 6:30 p.m. Christmas 
in motion pictures is the theme. 
(217) 732-2385. 

1 -4, “A Christmas Story.” 
A Quincy Community Theatre 
Production at Oakley-Lindsay 
Civic Center in Quincy. (217) 
222-3209. 

2-3, 9-10, 16-17, 
ZOOlights at Miller Park Zoo 
in Bloomington. Visitors take 
pleasure in the wonderful sights 
and sounds of holiday music, car¬ 
olers strolling through the zoo, 
beautifully lit surroundings, free 
refreshments, up close animal en¬ 
counters, and a Zootique discount. 
Admission is $3. (309) 434-2250. 

2-3, Christmas Walk and 
House Tour in Downtown Ge¬ 
neva. This event features five dis¬ 
tinctive homes festively decorated 
for the season along with the tra¬ 
ditional holiday tea on Friday and 
Saturday. 11 a.m.-8 p.m. (630) 
232-6060 or www.genevachamber. 
com. 

2- 1 O, Christmastime at the 
Barn in St. Charles. Free. 10 a.m.- 
5 p.m. There are a wide variety 
of great items for sale priced to 
meet anyone’s budget. You’ll find 
ornaments, baskets, bears, pot¬ 
tery, painting, handmade paper, 
Christmas cards, jewelry, and 
more. (630) 584-9443 or www. 
finelineca.org. 

3, Christmas Parade in Down¬ 
town Litchfield. Usher in the 
season with a holiday parade fea¬ 
turing Santa and his Elves. (217) 
324-2533. 

3, Christmas Holiday Walk in 
Nauvoo. (217) 453-6648. 

3, Christmas in Petersburg. 
Merchants in Petersburg and 
Salisbury will host their open 

houses, along with the Historical 
Society’s house tour, craft show, 
and cookie walk at the Porta 
High School. Santa will he locat¬ 
ed at the courthouse, along with 
carolers. (217) 632-4392. 

3, Lucia Fest Celebration 
at the Evangelical Covenant 
Church in Paxton. 9 a.m.-l p.m. 
Enjoy a brunch, a bazaar, and a 
bake sale. (217) 379-3554- 

3, Mistletoe Ball: A Victorian 
Holiday Dinner and Dance 
in Galena. The setting will he 
reminiscent of an 1868 mo¬ 
ment in time: General Ulysses S. 
Grant and his wife Julia entering 
Galena’s Historic Turner Hall, 
enjoying a resplendent holiday 
feast, and dancing the night away 
to an orchestra that sets toes tap¬ 
ping and rustling gowns awhirl. 
You can be a part of this festival. 
Event is at 8 p.m. Tickets are $50 
per person. (815) 777-9129. 

3,The Annual Red Hill Christ¬ 
mas Craft Show at the Lawrence 
Country 4-H Center in Sumner. 
9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. The 4-H 
center is located 1 mile east of 
Red Hill State Park on highway 
50. The craft show features hand 
made crafts from area crafters. 
Home cooked food will be served 
by the Lawrence County Junior 
Fair Board. (618) 936-2439 or 
schultz 18@earthlink.net. 

3-4, Christmas Trees at Dr. 
Wright’s House in Altamont. 
Walk through this historic home 
decorated with 18 trees. Built in 
1889, the 18-room Renaissance 
Revival brick house contains 
furnishings belonging to three 
generations of the Wright family. 
1-5 p.m. Adults $5, students $1. 
(618) 483-6397 or www.wright- 
mansion.org. 

Continued on page 30 

2-4, Festival of 
Trees at hos¬ 
pice, Masonic 
Temple in 
Jacksonville. 
Designer OF" TREES 
trees and wreaths, 
children’s trees, and the mystery tree. 
(217) 243-5678, (800) 593-5678, or 
events@jacksonvilleil.org. 
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Illinois resort powers op the powder 

Signage directs skiers to “The Village” at Chestnut Mountain 
Resort, where they can get lift tickets, rent skis and boards, 

sign up for lessons, and buy apparel. 

For avid skiers, winter just doesn’t come soon 

enough. Snow rarely comes to the Midwest until at 

least Thanksgiving. You could grab a plane ticket 

and head west to the Rockies. But staying closer to home 

sure would be more convenient and affordable. 

To make this the best ski season ever in Illinois, the 
folks at Chestnut Mountain Resort are giving Mother 

Nature a little nudge. The addition of 12 new Pole Cat 

Snow-Making Guns gives Chestnut Mountain the largest 

snow-making system per acre in Illinois, Iowa, Minnesota, 

and Wisconsin. Jo-Carroll Energy, a Touchstone Energy co¬ 

op in Elizabeth, provides electricity to Chestnut Mountain. 

The Illinois resort, ranked #1 in Illinois, Iowa, Min¬ 

nesota, and Wisconsin in 2005 by SKI Magazine, kicked 

off the season Nov. 6 with its annual Open House and Ski 

Swap, an event that got snow buffs in the mood for pow¬ 

der. With cooperation from Mother Nature and the new 

snow-making guns, Chestnut Mountain opened Nov. 25, 

and should have a long and powder-full season. 

Located just outside historic Galena, 111., Chestnut 

Mountain Resort stands 475 feet above the mighty Mis¬ 

sissippi River. With 17 trails ranging from bunny to black 

diamond and the most diverse snowboard terrain park in 

the Midwest, Chestnut Mountain is a skiing and snow¬ 

hoarding paradise. Nine lifts serve up to 10,000 guests per 

hour so you’ll spend your time going down the runs, not 

waiting to go up them. 

The Village Ski Center Pro Shop has more than 20,000 

square feet of the latest ski and snowboard gear, including 
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Season Dates 
rental services, and a knowledgeable 

staff to take care of your every need. 

A second triple chair lift has 

been added to the beginner bowl on 

Rookies Ridge, making Chestnut’s 
beginner area the premier place to 

learn to ski and board. Covering 

more than 10 acres and serviced by 

three triple chairs, handle tow, and 

magic carpet, Chestnut’s learning 

area is the largest and most complete 

facility of its kind in the Midwest. 

Chestnut Mountain has a 100- 

foot Sunkid Wondercarpet conveyor 

belt. Secure, user-friendly, and com¬ 

fortable, the “Magic Carpet” is a 

moving sidewalk lift that makes it 

easy for new skiers and boarders to 

get off and going. 

Accomodations 
Whether you’re planning a family 

trip, romantic getaway, or group 

outing, the full-service, 120-room lodge 

is sure to please. The Alpine and Stein- 

haus restaurants feature breathtaking 

views while offering contemporary 

menu items as well as traditional favor¬ 

ites. The Slope Side cafeteria provides 

a convenient stop for a snack or a meal 

on the go between runs. 

You can end your day by taking 

advantage of the indoor pool, sauna, 

and whirlpool in the lodge. Chestnut 
Mountain provides live entertain¬ 

ment and an electronic game room 

for your enjoyment. 

From November to March the 

resort offers 17 downhill runs, nine 

lifts, a seven-acre terrain park for 

snowboarders and skiers, ski school 

for all ages, equipment rental, and ski 

apparel shop. 

For more information, call (800) 

798-0098. For overnight reservations, 

call (800) 397-1320, or make reserva¬ 

tions online at www.chestnutmtn.com. 

Chestnut Mountain Resort is 

located on a bluff high above the 

Mississippi River, just 15 minutes 

from Galena, 111., and 30 minutes 

from Dubuque, Iowa. Galena is a 

popular vacation destination tucked 

away in the hill country of northwest 

Illinois, about a two-hour drive west 

of Chicagoland and three hours from 

Milwaukee. 

DECEMBER 2005 
1'16. . .Whatever the Date, 

That’s the Rate 

17. . . Demo Day 

25. . .Christmas 

24-Jan 1 . . Holiday Rates 

JAN0ARY 2006 

1. . .New Year’s Day 

6. . . Fantastic Friday (Slopes 

open ‘til midnight) 

7'8. . .Jimmy Buffet Weekend 

7 .. .9 p.m. -1 a.m. Live Jimmy 

Buffet Cover Band “Pirates 

Over 40” 

13.. .Fantastic Friday (Slopes 

open ‘til midnight) 

20.. .Fantastic Friday (Slopes 

open ‘til midnight) 

21-22. . .Klondike Kaper 

27. . .Fantastic Friday & Friday 

Rail Jams by Coca Cola 

(Slopes open ‘til midnight) 

28. . . Reality Check Snowboard 

Competition 

31. . . Illinois Special Olympics 

FEBR0ARY 2006 
1-2.. . Illinois Special Olympics 

3. . . Fantastic Friday & Friday 

Rail Jams by Coca Cola 

(Slopes open ‘til midnight) 

10. . . Fantastic Friday & Friday 

Rail Jams by Coca Cola 

(Slopes open ‘til midnight) 

17. . . Fantastic Friday & Friday 

Rail Jams by Coca Cola 

(Slopes open ‘til midnight) 

24. . . Fantastic Friday & Friday 
Rail Jams by Coca Cola 

(Slopes open ‘til midnight) 

25. . .Chestnut Snowboard 

Challenge 

25-26. . . Winter Carnival Mardi 

Gras Celebration 

25 .. .9 p.m.-l a.m. Live Music 

By “We’re Late And Smell 

Like Beer” 

12.. . On Slope St. Patrick’s Day 

Party & Slush Cup 

Two happy young “Powder Rangers” try their new skills on the bunny slope. 
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DECEMBER DATEBOOK 

4, Christmas Home Tour starting at 
St. Mary Church Hall in Brussels. 12 
- 7 p.m. Ten homes to tour in Calhoun 
County. $10 per person. (618) 883- 
2124. 

5V Holiday Home Tours in Galena. 
Five homeowners invite the public to 
tour their beautifully decorated homes. 
Tickets are $10. Tours are all day from 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. (815) 777-2000. 

1 O- 1 1 » Anniversary Celebra- 
tion at Shawnee Winery in Vienna. 
Refreshments and live entertainment 
throughout the weekend, www.shaw- 
neewinery.com. 

Illinois Country Living publishes event listings as space allows, giving preference to events of regional or 
statewide interest. Event listings are provided by the event sponsors and the Illinois Bureau of Tourism. The 
magazine assumes no responsibility for the accuracy of information submitted for publication and advises call¬ 
ing ahead to confirm dates and times. To be considered for inclusion, send listings and photographs (If sending 
photographs please include self-addressed stamped envelope) to Illinois Datebook, Illinois Country Living, PO 
Box 3787, Springfield, IL 62708-3787. The February deadline is December 15. 

1 3 68*f 
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3 and 1 O, Breakfast With 
Santa And His Reindeer at Miller 
Park Zoo in Bloomington. 8:30 and 
10:30. Santa will be at the zoo to visit 
with young guests, pose for pictures, 
and see if the zoo’s young reindeer 
have been practicing for Christmas 
Eve duties. Admission is $10. Reserva¬ 
tions are required. (309) 434-2250. 

16-17, I’ll Be Homicidal For 
Christmas, Murder Mystery Dinner 
Theater at Collver Family Winery in 
Barry. (217) 335-3279. 

17, Murder Mystery Dinner, “The 
Christmas Killer” at Shawnee Winery 
in Vienna. 6 p.m. wine tasting, 7 p.m. 
show. Cost is $29.95 per person and 
includes wine tasting, dinner, show, 
and a glass of wine. Advanced ticket 
purchase required. (888) 659-WINE or 
www.shawneewinery.com. 

27, Annual Christmas Walk in 
Waterloo. Walk begins at 11 a.m. 
Browse the local shops for special 
discounts, enjoy free refreshments, 
and take the kids to visit Santa’s Hut. 
(866) 206-8688. 

27-30, Beach Blow Out 
at the Children’s Discovery 
Museum in Normal. Join us for 
fun in the sun and sand during 
the winter. Between 9:30 a.m.- 
12 p.m. Free with a paid ad¬ 
mission to the museum. (309) 
433-3444 or www.childrensdis- 
coverymuseum.net. 

31, Happy Noon Year’s Eve 
Party at the Children’s Discovery 
Museum in Normal. This is a par¬ 
ty like no other. Join in a limbo 
contest and participate in more 
exciting activities to celebrate 
the New Year. 10 a.m.-12 p.m. 
(309) 433-3444 or www.child- 
rensdiscoverymuseum.net. 



The Gifts We Take For Granted 
Sometimes the gifts we give aren’t wrapped in paper and bows. Because of 

help from Illinois Touchstone Energy linemen like Tom Keller, co-op members in 
the Gulf states were given both light and hope. 

This holiday season, give thanks for the little things we take for granted, like 
family, friends, and those who keep the lights on. 

Illinois Touchstone Energy® Cooperatives 
The power of human connections 

www.aiec.coop 



Geothermal information available at www.geocomfort.com 

DEALERS: 
Advantage Comfort Systems 

Paxton, IL, 217-379-6305 

Bratcher Heating 
& Air Conditioning, Inc. 

Bloomington/Normal, IL, 
309-454-1611 

Bryan’s Heating & A/C 
Murphysboro, IL, 618-684-6002 

C & K Heating & Cooling 
Lebanon, IL 618-537-9528 

Climate Company, Inc. 
Breese, IL, 618-526-2135 

Davis Electric 
Rushville, IL, 217-322-6677 

Ernst Heating & Cooling 
Hamel, IL, 618-633-2244 

Fowler Heating & Cooling 
Marion, IL, 618-997-5288 

Garber Heating & Air Conditioning 
Morton, IL, 309-266-9372 

Henson Robinson Company 
Springfield, IL, 217-544-8451 

Jenter, Inc. 
Watseka, IL, 815-432-3501 

Jesse Heating and Air Conditioning 
Decatur, IL, 217-422-1744 

Champaign, IL, 217-352-8511 

Johnson Heating & A/C 
Kewanee, IL 309-852-2610 

Long Heating & Cooling 
Macomb, IL, 309-837-4303 

Neuhaus Heating & A/C 
Litchfield, IL, 217-324-2818 

R & H Plumbing & Heating, Inc. 
Altamont, IL, 618-483-6159 

Rightnowar HVAC 
Keenes, IL 618-732-8268 

Scranton Refrigeration 
Mt. Sterling, IL, 217-773-2626 

South Side Hardware 
Greenfield, IL, 217-368-2705 

Stevens Heating & Air Conditioning 
Quincy, IL, 217-222-5220 

Weeke Sales & Service 
Okawville, IL, 618-243-5333 

Weidner Refrigeration, Inc. 
Divernon, IL, 217-628-3400 

Geothermal systems provide us with a 
bountiful harvest of heating and cooling 
energy any day of the year. Propane 
and natural gas prices are on a dramatic 
increase and a GeoComfort geothermal 
system can provide you with a 
permanent “locked-in” low energy 
cost. It’s like owning your own power 
plant. 

Installing a geothermal heating and 
cooling system can save over 70% on 
monthly utility bills that use propane 
or natural gas. 

Designed to transfer the Earth’s free 
energy from the ground to your home, 
geothermal systems by GeoComfort will 
reduce your heating and cooling costs 
while improving your home comfort. 
GeoComfort heating and cooling 
systems use leading technology to 
produce top efficiencies in the HVAC 
industry. 

GeoComfort’s network of knowledgeable 
dealers can help you save up to 70% on 
your heating and cooling bills. We 
would be glad to help you with all your 
geothermal questions and needs. 

wGiffitrQtm m 

Geothermal Heating, Cooling, and Hot 
Water Comfort Systems 


