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Marion 
D & C Sheetmetal 
618-997-6577 

Effingham 
Jansen's Htg. & A/C 

217-347-5223 

...because this home has a state-of-the-art 

WaterFurnace geothermal system. 

There’s no flame from burning fossil fuels 

and no danger of carbon monoxide. No 

annoying blast of cold air as with ordinary 

furnaces. And no high energy bills, because a 

WaterFurnace system can save up to 60 percent in 

annual heating and cooling costs. WaterFurnace geothermal 

heating and cooling: A lot more than meets the eye. Call a 

dealer near you for more information. 

Flora 
Electro Electric 
618-6624520 

Forrest 
Kupferschmid, Inc. 
815-657-8147 

Gibson City 
Houston Plumbing 
800-379-2165 

Goodfield 
Hinrichsen 
309-965-2604 

Lawrenceville 
Tracy Electric 

618-943-2243 

Lincoln 
Albert Service Htg. & A/C 

217-735-9990 

Litchfield 
Snell's Plumbing & Htg. 
217-324-4560 

Macomb 
Arnold Brothers Htg. & Clg. 
309-833-2852 

Metropolis 
Mike’s Htg. & Air 
618-524-3270 

Mt Vernon 
Holloway Htg. & A/C 
618-242-5481 

Murphysboro 
Williams A/C & Htg., Inc. 
618-684-3606 

Normal 
Frost Clg. & Htg. 
309-862-2571 

Pana 
Macari Service Center 
217-562-3631 

Paxton 
Houston Plumbing 

800-379-2165 

Peru 
Pro's Htg. & Clg. 

815-223-0715 

Petersburg 
Collins Plumbing & Htg. 
217-632-3670 

Pittsfield 
Peters Htg. & A/C, Inc. 
217-285-1600 

Pontiac 
Kupferschmid, Inc. 
815-842-3812 

Quincy 
Peters Htg. & A/C, Inc. 
217-222-1368 

Red Bud 
De Rousse Htg. & A/C, Inc. 
618-282-2224 

Springfield 
Collins Plumbing & Htg. 
217-793-8031 

Sullivan 
Rowland Plumbing & Htg. 
217-728-8025 

Shelbyville 
Macari Service Center 
217-774-4214 

Steelville 
Williams A/C & Htg., Inc. 
618-965-2040 

Taylorville 
Yard Htg. & Clg. 

217-8244737 

Thomasboro 
Hoveln Htg. & Clg. 
217-643-2125 

Tbscola 
Triangle Htg. & Clg. 
217-253-5400 

Vandalia 
Hunter Appliance Htg. & Clg. 
618-283-3224 

Vienna 
Mike’s Htg. & Air 
618-695-2756 

Virden 
Snell’s Plumbing & Htg. 

217-965-3911 

Waterloo 
Sigman Htg. & A/C 
618-2344343 

Toennies Service Co. 
618-248-5130 

Watseka 
R & M Electric 
8154324062 

West Frankfort 
McCords Htg. & A/C 
618-932-3745 

Anna 
Hartline Htg. & Clg. 
618-833-6802 

Belleville 
BEL-0 Sales & Service, Inc. 
618-235-6626 

Sigman Htg. & A/C, Inc. 
618-2344343 

Bloomington 
Wm. Masters Inc. 
309-662-8481 

Brighton 
Den-Son Inc. Clg. & Htg. 

618-372-8375 

Canton 
Easley Mechanical 
309-647-3450 

G-M Mechanical 
309-647-5700 

Charleston 
ID Mechanical 
Contractors, Inc. 

217-345-9633 

Chester 
De Rousse Htg. & A/C, Inc. 

618-8264359 

Cissna Park 
Boyce Electric 
815457-2700 

Collinsville 
BEL-0 Sales & Service, Inc. 
618-344-3434 

Columbia 
BEL-0 Sales & Service, Inc. 
618-281-8118 

Damiansville 
Toennies Service Co. 
618-248-5130 

Decatur 
Design Air Htg. & A/C 
217429-1105 
800452-7845 

Delavan 
Jeckel Plumbing & Htg. 
309-244-8265 

Call 800.GEO.SAVE or visit waterfumace.com 111 



Hurricane Help   10 
This sign at South Mississippi Electric Power 
Association was an ironic symbol of the 
devastation caused by this year’s hurricanes. 
Mississippi’s co-op employees are fighting back 
with a little help from their friends from Illinois. 
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Taco Ring 

Other recipes include: 

• Beef Stew 

• Fried Rice 

• French Toast Casserole 

• Gingerbread 

• Water Chestnuts 

• Mexican Deviled Eggs 

Connie Newenham Circulation Coordinator 

Illinois Country Living is a monthly publication serving the communications 

needs of 21 locally owned, not-for-profit Illinois electric cooperatives. More 

than 160,000 families receive the magazine as part of their electric cooperative 
membership. Monthly columns and stories provide information about topics and 

issues that affect the quality of their lives. 

Illinois Country Living (ISSN number 1086-8062) is published monthly and is 

the official publication of the Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives. 6460 
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The Weiss Group, 9414 San Salvadore Dr.. #226, Scottsdale, AZ 85258 (480) 860- 

5394 Fax: (480) 860-5396 Toll Free: 1-877-WEISSGP. Acceptance of advertising 

by ICL does not imply endorsement by the publisher or the electric cooperatives 
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Lowrey, editor, Illinois Country Living, P.O. Box 3787, Springfield. IL 62708. 

Touchstone Energy” 
www.touchstoneenergy.com 

WEATHERIZATION HELP 27 
The Illinois Weatherization Assistance Program provides 
energy-saving help for low-income families. 

ILLINOIS DATEB00K  29 
Fancy Fiddles Raffle 

Others include: 

• Holiday Bazaar 

• Holiday Walk 

• Simple Life Christmas 
Gathering 

• Heritage Festival 

DANGER AFTER THE STORM 30 
Flooding, tornados, and ice storms cause widespread 
damage. Don’t let an accident after the storm compound 
the tragedy. 
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ILLINOIS COMMENTARY 

Thanks For The Help 
Illinois co-ops join forces to restore 
power in rural Mississippi 
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The cooperative spirit is alive and 
well across this great country. 

This was never more evident than 
with the recent response of the elec¬ 
tric cooperative family to Mississippi. 
After Hurricane Katrina churned 
through our state, a total of 488,000 
co-op meters were left without 
service, approximately 50,000 poles 
were destroyed, and thousands of 
miles of lines lay on the ground. 
Our state and co-op service area 
were devastated by this catastrophic 
disaster. 

Before Katrina left the state, our 
phones were ringing with offers of 
assistance from our co-op friends in 
Illinois and other states. In less than a 
day, hundreds of emergency crews were 
headed to Mississippi ready to restore 
electric service to our members. 

These individuals did not enjoy 
the comforts of home here. They 
slept in tent cities, co-op offices, 
school gyms, and churches. Un¬ 
doubtedly, some slept in their trucks. 
They ate meals in makeshift dining 
areas and on tailgates. They suffered 
through limited communications and 
traveled in unfamiliar areas where 
road identification signs were gone. 
But they did not back down from the 
difficult challenge. 

Words cannot express the 
gratitude the Electric Power 
Associations of Mississippi has 
for the assistance Illinois elec¬ 
tric cooperatives provided, and 
the individuals involved in this 
monumental restoration effort. While 
the media focused on the destruction 
and human misery Hurricane Katrina 
inflicted on urban areas in Mississippi 
and in New Orleans, rural Mississippi 
also suffered. Thousands of our 

rural residents endured the loss of, 
or damage to their homes, the lack 
of communications, and the loss of 
basic necessities including electricity. 

On that front, there’s good news 
to report: Mississippi’s 25 consumer- 
owned electric power associations 
worked together in a massive emer¬ 
gency power restoration effort to repair 
and re-energize lines in the fastest, 
most efficient manner with help from 

The cooperative 
spirit is alive and 

well across this 
great country. 

electric cooperative work crews from 
21 other states, including 145 restora¬ 
tion workers from Illinois. Our systems 
had a peak outage of over 70 percent 
of the 702,000 total meters served. 

All electric power associations 
experienced some power outages, but 
nine systems serving southern and 
coastal Mississippi suffered a com¬ 
plete loss of power. 

Electric cooperatives routinely 
join forces for emergency operations. 
The total work force involved in 
the restoration of service to elec¬ 
tric power association consumers 
comprised more than 10,000 
employees from Mississippi electric 
power associations and other electric 
cooperatives throughout the nation. 

This workforce did an incredible 
job of restoring electricity within 
a relatively short period of time 
considering the magnitude of the 
destruction. 

The aftermath of Hurricane 
Katrina was the true test of our 
cooperative employees’ dedication. 
More than 70 of our systems’ 
employees lost their homes, but most 
reported to work the day after the 
storm to help restore electric service 
to members and, in many cases, their 
neighbors. 

Once power was restored, they 
began the task of restoring their per¬ 
sonal lives, bringing their families 
back together and rebuilding their 
homes. Just as they turned the lights 
back on throughout Mississippi, I 
know they will do the same for their 
families because they are a special 
group of people. They share the same 
cooperative spirit as workers from 
Illinois. 

Katrina’s historic and profound 
impact on rural Mississippi will not 
soon be forgotten. The cooperative 
spirit shown by Illinois’ co-op 
employees and those from other 
states who assisted in the restoration 
effort will also not be forgotten. 

We want to extend our sincerest 
thanks and gratitude to each of you. 
The cooperative spirit is very much 
alive in this country and very much 
appreciated by the electric power 
associations of Mississippi. 

Hobson Waits is the CEO/Executive 
Vice President of the Electric 
Power Associations of Mississippi. 
Mississippi has 25 electric 
cooperatives that deliver electricity 
to 52 percent of the state’s electric 
meters over 87,811 miles of lines. 

The opinions and views of guest commen¬ 
tators are their own and may not represent 
those of the Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives or the electric co-ops of 
Illinois. 
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Geothermal information available at www.geocomfort.com 

WE REAP MORE THAN 
JUST CORN & SOYBEANS 

FROM THE GROUND! 

DEALERS: 
Advantage Comfort Systems 

Paxton, IL, 217-379-6305 

Bratcher Heating 
& Air Conditioning, Inc. 

Bloomington/Normal, IL, 
309-454-1611 

Bryan’s Heating & A/C 
Murphysboro, IL, 618-684-6002 

C & K Heating & Cooling 
Lebanon, IL 618-537-9528 

Climate Company, Inc. 
Breese, IL, 618-526-2135 

Davis Electric 
Rushville, IL, 217-322-6677 

Ernst Heating & Cooling 
Hamel, IL, 618-633-2244 

Fowler Heating & Cooling 
Marion, IL, 618-997-5288 

Garber Heating & Air Conditioning 
Morton, IL, 309-266-9372 

Henson Robinson Company 
Springfield, IL, 217-544-8451 

Jenter, Inc. 
Watseka, IL, 815-432-3501 

Jesse Heating and Air Conditioning 
Decatur, IL, 217-422-1744 

Champaign, IL, 217-352-8511 

Johnson Heating & A/C 
Kewanee, IL 309-852-2610 

Long Heating & Cooling 
Macomb, IL, 309-837-4303 

Neuhaus Heating & A/C 
Litchfield, IL, 217-324-2818 

R & H Plumbing & Heating, Inc. 
Altamont, IL, 618-483-6159 

Rightnowar HVAC 
Keenes, IL 618-732-8268 

Scranton Refrigeration 
Mt. Sterling, IL, 217-773-2626 

South Side Hardware 
Greenfield, IL, 217-368-2705 

Stevens Heating & Air Conditioning 
Quincy, IL, 217-222-5220 

Weeke Sales & Service 
Okawville, IL, 618-243-5333 

Weidner Refrigeration, Inc. 
Divernon, IL, 217-628-3400 

Geothermal systems provide us with a 
bountiful harvest of heating and cooling 
energy any day of the year. Propane 
and natural gas prices are on a dramatic 
increase and a GeoComfort geothermal 
system can provide you with a 
permanent “locked-in” low energy 
cost. It’s like owning your own power 
plant. 

Installing a geothermal heating and 
cooling system can save over 70% on 
monthly utility bills that use propane 
or natural gas. 

Designed to transfer the Earth’s free 
energy from the ground to your home, 
geothermal systems by GeoComfort will 
reduce your heating and cooling costs 
while improving your home comfort. 
GeoComfort heating and cooling 
systems use leading technology to 
produce top efficiencies in the HVAC 
industry. 

GeoComfort’s network of knowledgeable 
dealers can help you save up to 70% on 
your heating and cooling bills. We 
would be glad to help you with all your 
geothermal questions and needs. 

Geothermal Heating, Cooling, and Hot 
Water Comfort Systems 

..... 
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Winter Heating Bills Expected To Rise 
Homeowners that heat with 

natural gas, oil, or propane saw 

a 15 percent price increase last 

year. With disruption caused by 

hurricanes in the Gulf, this winter’s 

hills are projected to be even higher. 

How much? The U.S. Energy 

Information Administration is 

predicting increases of 37 to 50 per¬ 

cent for this winter. 

Natural gas prices surged because 

of damage caused by Hurricane 

Katrina and Hurricane Rita. About 

45 percent of the daily natural gas 

production in the Gulf of Mexico 

was shut down. Prices climbed 

$3.45 per million BTUs (MMBtu) 

or about 32 percent after Katrina. 

The price in September was $14.25 

per MMBtu, which exceeds the 

September 21, 2004, level by more 

than $8 per MMBtu. Three years 

ago, the price was $2.20 per MMBtu. 
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It could be a long, cold, and expensive ivinter for those who heat with natural 
gas, propane, or heating oil. Hurricane damage to the Qulf’s oil and gas 
infrastructure pushed already rising prices even higher. 

Grain Storage Issues Increase 
Because of Hurricane 

The Illinois Department of Agriculture is prepared to immediately 

authorize the use of temporary and emergency grain storage structures to 

ease space shortages caused by shipping delays on the Mississippi River 

caused by hurricane damage to Gulf ports. 

Illinois exports nearly half of its grain down the Mississippi River. 

Damage done to Gulf ports by Hurricane Katrina, however, has slowed 

river traffic at a time when storage capacity is limited because of last year's 

record-breaking crops. 

Electric co-ops are urging members to be especially careful with tall 

grain handling equipment, especially around temporary storage sites. 

Kyle Finley, a former co-op lineman and now a safety instructor, is a 

grain farmer near Alvin. He says, "With the frantic pace that all who are 

involved in farming go at today, it is easy to overlook safety. But before 

moving or installing anything that is going up in the air we need to look 

up first. Each year we have accidents involving power lines, so don't think 

it can't happen to you. Be especially careful at night. Today's equipment is 

very large. With my own farming operation, I find myself stretched thin each 

spring and fall, and rushing to get it all done. We all need to remember to 

slow down and take the time to work safely." 

Don't shortcut safety. 

Seven Ways to Save Gas 
With self-serve regular gas prices peaking at more 

than $3 a gallon for the first time in U.S. history, 

everyone is looking for ways to conserve gas and save 

money. Here are seven tips. 

1. Drive smart: Aggressive driving (meaning quick 

acceleration, hard braking, and speeding) wastes gas. 

It can lower your gas mileage by 33 percent at high¬ 

way speeds, and by 5 percent on the city streets. 

2. Choose wisely: Don’t assume that neighboring gas 

stations will have the same prices—check around. 

3. Just park it: Don’t circle the lot hoping for a great 

parking space. 

4- Get pumped up: Keep your tires properly inflated and 

aligned to increase gas mileage by up to 3 percent. 

5. Go the speed limit: Gas mileage decreases rapidly at 

speeds above 60 mph. Each 5 mph you drive over 60 

mph is like paying an additional 15 to 20 cents per 

gallon of gas. 

6. Stay in tune: Fixing a car that is out of tune or has 

failed an emissions test can improve its gas mileage 

by an average of about 4 percent. 

7. Re-think your route: Look into lesser-traveled routes 

where you can travel at a steady pace instead of 

joining in on rush hour traffic. (Your blood pressure 

will thank you for it, too.) 

Source: www.SheKnows.com/save-gas 
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Students Encouraged To Apply for 2006 
IEC Memorial Scholarships 

For the 11th consecutive year, the Illinois electric cooperatives will award 

academic scholarships to high school seniors. Five scholarships in 2006 will he 

awarded through the Illinois Electric Cooperative (IEC) Memorial Scholarship 

Program. Each of the scholarships will be worth $1,250. 

Candidates are judged on the basis of grade point average, college entrance 

exam scores, work and volunteer experience, school and civic activities, and a 

short essay that demonstrates their knowledge of electric cooperatives. 

For more information on the IEC Memorial Scholarship Program, contact 

your local electric cooperative, or ask your high school guidance counselor. 

Co-op Leader New RUS Administrator 
President Bush has nominated former co-op director James M. 

"Jim" Andrew of Millen, Ga., to serve as the new Administrator of 

the Rural Utilities Service (RUS) Department of Agriculture. 

The RUS is a U.S. Department of Agriculture Rural 

Development agency that focuses on building and improving rural 

infrastructure to provide essential services such as electricity, water, 

and telecommunications. 

"This nomination is a real honor for 

Georgia and recognizes Jim's contributions to 

cooperatives across the country," said Georgia 

EMC President/CEO Paul Wood. "Jim has been 

an advocate for rural America for more than 30 

years, and it's gratifying that the President has 

recognized his efforts in such a public way." 

The RUS grants, loans, and loan guarantees 

finance the construction of electric distribution, 

transmission, and generation facilities. 

Jim Andrew, a very experienced 
co-op leader, has been appointed 
the neiv Rural Utilities Service 
(RUS) Administrator. He has 
held top posts at Jefferson Energy 
Cooperative in Wrens, Qa.; Qeorgia 
EMC, a statewide trade association; 
National Rural Utilities Cooperative 
Finance Corporation (CFC); and the 
National Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association (NRECA). 

The Shortcut to Government Information 
Discovered that your passport has expired? Planning a road trip to a national 

park? Are you looking for information on Social Security, a way to finance a 

college education, or starting a small business? Log onto FirstGov.gov, the U.S. 

government’s official Web portal. With millions of federal, state, and local govern- 

ment Web pages, you will likely find what you need to 

know. 

Whether you need to file a change of address, con¬ 

tact your representative in Congress, or apply for college 

loans, you can do it all at FirstGov.gov. It’s all organized 

by subject, not by confusing government terms. 

If you need more assistance, check out “Your Most 

Asked Questions” or just follow the “We Answer Your 

Questions” link to e-mail your questions and comments. 

You’ll have your e-mail answer in less than two business 

days. Or if you’d rather speak directly to someone, just 

call toll-free (800) FED INFO, (800) 333-4636 Monday 

through Friday 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. Eastern Time. 
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Representative Holbrook Receives Public Service Award 
State Representative Thomas Holbrook (D-Belleville) 

received the 2005 Illinois Electric Cooperatives Public 
Service Award in Springfield September 12. The award 
was made in recognition of his dedicated public service 
to all citizens of the state of Illinois and for outstanding 
contributions to the rural electrification program. Earl 
Struck, President/CEO of the Association of Illinois 
Electric Cooperatives (AIEC), presented the award. Also 
present for the ceremony were Don Wood, Vice President 
of Government Relations, and Norman Conrad, General 
Counsel for the AIEC. 

Holbrook has served for 10 years in the Illinois 
House of Representatives. He serves as Chairman of the 
House Environment and Energy Committee and as Vice 
Chairman of the Public Utilities Committee. 

Struck expressed his gratitude to Holbrook for his 
consistent and effective support. He said, “Representative 
Holbrook has been a great supporter of the rural electric 
legislative program. Throughout his career he has been a 
leader on issues important to rural Illinois and to the mem¬ 
bers of our local electric cooperatives.” 

Medicare Part D: So Many Options—So Little Time 
Medicare's new prescription drug benefit— 

Part D—goes into effect January 1,2006. Most 

likely, you have been receiving information from 

private health plans and insurance companies 

providing Part D plans in your area, as well as 

from your former employer(s) if they offer retiree 

benefits. 

Open enrollment for Medicare Part D starts 

November 15 and you need to make a decision 

soon in order to be covered on January 1. Here 

are some tips for evaluating and comparing 

the plans: Do you have a choice of plans with 

the same provider? Can you easily change 

from one plan to another in the future? Are 

your medications covered? Is your pharmacy 

included in the plan's network? How much is 

your coinsurance? Do you really save money if 

you choose the plan with the lower premium, 

once you pay for any drugs not covered on the 

formulary? 

Calculate how much you currently pay for 

prescription drugs. If you have prescription 

drug coverage, contact the plan and ask for the 

total amount spent last year and/or this year 

on your prescription drugs. Make sure you ask 

for the total cost—the amount you paid plus 

the amount paid by your current plan for your 

prescriptions. 

Consider whether it's a plan you can trust. 

Are you familiar with this organization or 

insurer? Have you been covered in the past by 

this organization or insurer? 

Open enrollment ends May 15,2006. If you 

are eligible for Medicare and do not enroll by 

this date.. .and you are not covered by another 

plan providing equivalent or better prescription 

drug coverage.. .you could face a penalty when 

you do enroll. 

For more information on Medicare Part 

D, please go to www.medicare.gov or call 

(800) MEDICARE or (800) 633-4227. 

Conference Offers Advice on Operating a Bed and Breakfast 
The tourism industry has gained momentum in 

recent years, and University of Illinois Extension has 
teamed up with the Office of the State Treasurer and the 
Murphysboro Tourism Commission to offer another oppor¬ 
tunity to cash in on visitors to the region. 

A bed and breakfast conference will be held November 9 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the U of I Extension office in 
Murphysboro. 

This program will give anyone interested in operating 
their own bed and breakfast information they need, says 
Ed Billingsley, U of I Extension unit leader for Jackson 
County. Presenters will discuss the basics of running a bed 
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and breakfast, adapting a home design, health regulations, 
the Illinois Bed and Breakfast Association, state and 
regional tourism, funding options for your business, and 
promotion ideas. Those attending will also have the oppor¬ 
tunity to get their specific questions answered during an 
hour-long question/answer panel discussion of bed and 
breakfast owners. 

Advance registration by November 7 is $20. 
Registration at the door is $25. The registration fee 
includes all program handouts and lunch. For reservations, 
contact Jackson County U of I Extension at (618) 687- 
1727 or e-mail jackson_co@extension.uiuc.edu. 
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By Laura Camper 

Remembering the Protectors of Our 
\i 

“To us in America, the reflections of 
Armistice Day will be filled with solemn 

pride in the heroism of those who died in 
the country’s service and with gratitude for 
the victory, both because of the thing from 
which it has freed us and because of the 
opportunity it has given America to show 
her sympathy with peace and justice in the 
councils of the nation.” 
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. s families gather for their evening 
, meal, many are faced with an empty 
■ seat at the dinner table, a reminder 

that they have a father, mother, son, or 
daughter serving in the military. The 

soldier’s contribution to the family’s 
nightly conversation may be an e-mail 
dashed off before attending to duties, a 

quick phone call, or a letter written in 
precious, spare time. 

This scene has been played out 
countless times, as men and women 
have served our country from the 
American Revolution to our current 

war in Iraq. In peacetime and 
in war American soldiers have 
given up their lives, time with 
their families, and their every¬ 
day living in order to protect 
our freedoms, and 
their valor should jr :■ < ~ I 

On Veterans 
Day, remember 
all those who 
cam be with 
their families. 

be remembered and honored. 
On Nov. 11, we celebrate Vet¬ 

erans Day to honor all veterans who 
have served their country in the armed 
forces. The holiday is often marked 
with a local parade or memorial service 
at a military cemetery. In Arlington, 
Va., a national memorial service is held 
at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier in 
Arlington National Cemetery. 

Originally Armistice Day, Nov. 11 
was the day that Germany and the Al¬ 
lied Forces signed a peace treaty ending 
World War I in 1918. In 1919, Presi¬ 
dent Woodrow Wilson proclaimed Nov. 
11a day to honor World War I veter¬ 
ans. In 1954, the name was changed 
to Veterans Day to honor all veterans, 
living and deceased, who served during 

war or peacetime. 
This year, as you sit 

down to dinner with your 
family on Veterans Day, re¬ 
member all those who can’t 
be with their families because 
they are serving our country. 
Think about all the people 
who sacrificed their lives to 
protect our freedom and add 
them to your list of things for 
which you are thankful. 

Reflect on Woodrow Wilson’s 
words from 85 years ago proclaiming 
Armistice Day - words that are still 
true today. 
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When disaster strikes, people often grab their most pre¬ 
cious possessions. But if you’ve ever been through a 
disaster in your life like a fire, a severe illness, or a 

hurricane, you realize later that the most precious possessions 
you have are not material things. They are your friends and 
family. They are really your most precious possessions. 

The co-op employees and members along the Gulf Coast 
who are on the road to recovery after hurricanes Katrina and 
Rita now know they have a lot of friends in the co-op family 
here in Illinois and across the country. 

Right after Hurricane Katrina hit, Rick Policy, who is in 
charge of the Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives’ 
(AIEC) Emergency Work Plan, began coordinating relief 
help with other electric co-op statewide associations across 
the country. Illinois co-op linemen from 16 co-ops were some 
of the first to arrive, starting in Alabama and quickly moving 
on to Mississippi. 

Ron Stewart, Senior Vice President of Co-op Services 
for the Electric Power Association of Mississippi, says that 64 
percent of the Mississippi co-op members, nearly half a mil¬ 
lion families, were without power after Hurricane Katrina hit. 
Nearly 50,000 poles were destroyed by the storm, laying waste 
to thousands of miles of power lines. 

Even before the first tree was cleared from the roads a 
“cavalry” of 7,605 linemen from 14 states was being assem¬ 
bled and heading to the decimated Gulf Coast. 

Above: Thomas “Lucky” Layne, Maintenance Foreman for Coast 

Electric Power Association, rode out the storm with his family in 
the cO'Op’s office. Their house was gutted by a 22-foot storm surge. 
The co-op office was a shelter to more than 100 other employees 
and citizens. Although damaged, it teas also the only place in town 
with any communication ability for emergency providers. It was 

also one of two places in Bay St. Louis, Miss, that could receive 
power when it was first restored to the community. 

Left: Curt Fishburn and Curt Nichelson, both from Rural Elec¬ 

tric Convenience Cooperative, finish framing one of the 30,000 
replacement poles needed at Coast Electric Power Association. 

NOVEMBER 2005 www.aiec.coop 



Starting work at 4:30 in the morning. 
Illinois linemen worked until after dark for two 
weeks or more. Most of these same linemen went to 
Alabama last year after Hurricane Ivan hit. After 
repairing the damage to Mississippi and Louisiana 

they headed back two weeks later to help co-op 
members in Louisiana repair damage caused by 
Hurricane Rita. 

Stewart said, “When you see this, 
you realize what the term “act of God” 
means. It looks like a war zone, and with 
all these army trucks everywhere you 
feel like you really are in a war zone.” 

Despite what we heard on the TV 
news about the lack of response and 
help, Stewart said the co-op emer¬ 
gency response network worked. “We 
didn’t have to call for help. We just 
had to answer the phone as offers of 
help came pouring in. It’s a great net¬ 
work. Well, really, it’s more than just a 
network, it’s a family. It’s a family who 
is there to get you through the tough 
times. And it sure made things a lot 
easier when we started seeing those 
smiling faces coming to help.” 

One of the Illinois linemen who 
volunteered was Journeyman Line¬ 

man Dale Guetersloh from Southern 
Illinois Electric Cooperative. He said, 
“This is like the TV show Survivor, 
only real life.” 

Like every other volunteer, 
Guetersloh worked 16 to 18 hour 
days for several weeks. 

After the crew of four Southern 
Illinois Electric Cooperative linemen 
finished their work on one section of 
line, a mother and three young chil¬ 
dren came out of their home. With a 
big smile on her face, she said, “God 
sent them. We know they worked 
hard and we appreciate everything 
they are doing. Thank you, thank 
you, thank you.” 

Besides the normal dangers of 
working around electricity, at least in 
one area, a sniper was on guard to pro¬ 
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tect linemen working in a swampy area 
where alligators had been spotted. 

“I’ve been on a lot of storms 
working for co-ops, but I’ve never 
seen total devastation like this,” said 
former Safety Instructor for the AIEC 
Brian Anderson. Anderson, who 
is now a Journeyman Lineman for 
Adams Electric Cooperative (AEG), 
said the work also had its rewards. 

“We worked to restore power 
to an elementary school one day,” 
he said. “They had converted it into 
a shelter and a hospital. They were 
running a few lights and fans off a 
generator. Most of the people there 
still had the same clothes they had 
on when the hurricane hit. When we 
finally got the school’s lights back on, 
people came out and started clapping. 



That was going to be their home for 
some time and now they could run all 
the lights and air conditioning. It was 
great to drive off that evening and 
see all the lights on. Brad Smith (Ap- 
pliance Service Technician for AEC) 
and I were tired. Our feet hurt, but 
after we saw that, we weren’t tired 
anymore. It was a great feeling.” 

Area Service¬ 
man John Pickowitz 
from Coles-Moultrie 
Electric Cooperative, 
like most of the Il¬ 
linois linemen, also 
helped restore power 
in Alabama last year 
after Hurricane Ivan. 
He said, “I’ve been 
through a few ice 
storms, but nothing 
like this. There is a 
lot more damage 
here than there was 
with Ivan.” 

Despite the terrible destruction 
and conditions, Pickowitz echoed 
what others said about the people. 
“They’ve got it rough, but they’re 
wonderful people, very grateful. One 
day we were taking a break and a 
woman in a small car with two little 
kids pulled up. One of the kids jumped 
out and ran over to us and handed us 
a card and a bag of candy. The card 

When you see 
this, you 

realize what 
the term 

“aetofEml” 
means. 

Singing River Electric Cooperative’s Assistant General 

Manager Mike Smith was rarely off the phone or radio 

as he helped direct recovery work. The cO'Op serves 

62,412 members over 6,169 miles of line. 

said, ‘God bless you. We don’t have 
much to offer but our gratitude.’ That 
made it all worthwhile.” 

Stewart said although it wasn’t 
hard getting help, the logistics of sup¬ 
plying fuel and materials, plus feeding 
and housing thousands of out-of-state 
linemen, was difficult. Anderson, 
Smith, and several thousand other 

linemen slept in tent 
cities. Although the 
large tents were actu¬ 
ally air-conditioned, 
Anderson said he 
was really glad he 
had earplugs to block 
out the snoring of 
several thousand 
linemen catching a 
few hours sleep. 

The electric 
co-op family came 
together in many 
other ways too. 
Touchstone Energy®, 

a national network of 640 co-ops, 
tapped into its relationship with Wal- 
Mart, Food Lion, Lowe’s, and Home 
Depot. Within hours after Hurricane 
Katrina hit, tons of badly needed sup¬ 
plies, from bottled water to plastic 
sheeting, was on its way south. 

Communications ranging from 
regular telephones, to cell phones, 
and Internet service were wiped 
out by the storm, making it very 
difficult to coordinate relief work. 
Satellite phones were brought in by 
many co-ops. Several co-ops that sell 
WildBlue Communication’s satellite 
Internet service headed south to set 
up Internet service for e-mail and 
voice-over Internet phone service. 

Joe Ticheli, an employee of 
South Louisiana Electric Cooperative 
Association 35 miles southwest of 
New Orleans, said, “We’re so depen¬ 
dent on communication. When you 
can’t get it, the feeling of isolation 
is incredible.” 

Although many local co-op 
employees lost their homes, they still 
came to work. Getting their own 
lives back in order had to wait. 

Mark Read, Manager of Telecom¬ 
munications and Metering for Singing 
River Electric Power Association, said, 
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A large oak tree just missed Alice Merritt’s brick house. A retired nurse, 

she thanked the Illinois linemen from Coles-Moultrie who had just restored 

her power. She said, “Bless the people of Illinois and the co-ops. During 

Hurricane Camille, it was three weeks before we got power. This time it 

was one week to the day and I had power. I pray that God will bless the 

families that sent these linemen here to help us.” 

“I was blessed. I only lost some trees 

and shingles. My parents lost their 

roof. Our general manager lost the 

roof on his new house. Many of our 

employees lost their entire homes on 

the coast. Everything south of High¬ 

way 90 is gone. The storm surge got 

all the way up to Interstate 10. When 

we get caught up and get a chance to 

rest, we’ll be doing our own repairs.” 

Coast Electric Power Associa¬ 

tion, to the west of Singing River 

Electric, was hit even harder. More 

than 30,000 poles were on the 

ground. With an average distance of 

300 feet between poles, that is like 

replacing power lines down Interstate 

10 from Jacksonville, Florida, to 

El Paso, Texas. 

Of the 215 Coast Electric em¬ 

ployees, 70 lost their homes and 40 

had severe damage. 

One Coast Electric employee, 

Donald Acker, loaded his family in 

an old boat just before a 30-foot tidal 

wave destroyed their home. “We’re 

lucky to be alive, and I don’t plan to 

sell that old boat,” he said. Another 

employee, Bert Vonance, spent two 

days on his roof before being rescued. 

Then he reported back to work. 

While waiting on poles to be 

loaded so his crew could repair Hur¬ 

ricane Katrina damage, Illinois line¬ 

man Anderson said, 

“We can go home 

tomorrow. They are 

going to have to fight 

this for a long time. 

And the way things 

are going, they could 

potentially get more 

of these hurricanes.” 

Unfortunately his 

prediction was correct. 

Hurricane Rita hit the 

area, especially Loui¬ 

siana, with a second 

crippling blow just two weeks later. 

Once again cooperative linemen 

from Illinois loaded up their trucks 

and headed south to repair damage. 

Relief funds have been estab¬ 

lished to help co-op employees and 

Of the 215 
Coast tlectric 
employees, 75 lost 

their homes and 
40 had severe 

damage. 

members who’ve lost their homes 

and possessions. 

AIEC Vice President of Opera¬ 

tions John Freitag said, “To assist the 
Mississippi and Louisiana electric co¬ 

op family, the AIEC has established a 

hurricane relief fund. We would en¬ 

courage cooperative 

employees, directors, 

members, and others 

who are interested in 

helping to contribute 

to the IEC Hurricane 

Relief Fund. One 

hundred percent 

of all funds will go 

towards supporting 

co-op employees and 

their families who 

have been devastated 

by the hurricanes. 

All funds will be split 50-50 between 

the two states.” 

All donations are tax deductible 

and should be sent to the IEC Hurri¬ 

cane Relief Fund, in care of the AIEC, 

Box 3787, Springfield, IL 62708. 
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High Heating Costs Getting You Down? 
Let ClimateMaster Geothermal Heating and 

Cooling Systems Cure Your Pain 

Check out 
these advantages 

OB' Uses nature’s renewable energy 

n' Save up to 70% on heating costs 

at Comfortable and quiet 

at Clean and safe - no carbon monoxide 

at Free hot water :j§J 

at Tax credits in 2006 
  . „  n   „ ^ 

Contact your local dealer for more information 
Anna 
Hartline Heating & Cooling 
618-833-6802 

Auburn 
Lonnie L. Winn Heating 

& Cooling 
217-438-1235 

Belleville 
Sigman Heating 

& Air Conditioning, Inc. 
618-234-4343 

Bloomington 
Custom Air Company 
309-828-8281 

SBC Heating 
& Air Conditioning Inc. 

309-661-4328 

Carbondale 
Jacobs Mechanical 

Services Inc. 
618-529-2989 

Champaign 
Lanz Heating & Cooling 
217-202-6858 

Damiansville 
Toennies Service Co. 
618-248-5130 

Decatur 
Air King, Inc. 
217-423-9949 

Galva 
Anderson Plumbing 

& Heating 
309-932-2875 

Gibson City 
GR Services 
217-784-4482 

www.climatemaster.com 

Harvel 
Lebeck Refrigeration 
217-229-4295 

Hume 
Snyder Plumbing, 

Heating, Air Conditioning 
& Electrical 

217-887-9068 

Normal 
Frost Cooling 
309-862-2571 

Onley 
Read’s Inc. 
618-393-4102 

Urbana 
Quality Plumbing, Heating 

& Air Conditioning 
217-328-5081 

Vandalia 
Hunter Appliance Heating 

& Cooling 
618-283-3224 

Waterloo 
Sigman Heating 

& Air Conditioning, Inc. 
618-234-4343 

CUMATEMASTCR 
Quality Geothermal Heating, Cooling and Hot Water 



SAFETY AND HEALTH 

George F. Czapar 

Water Quality Problems 
Don’t ignore the safety of your 
family’s drinking water. 

Although we sometimes take 
safe and abundant drinking 

water for granted, natural disasters 
and droughts should remind us that 
protecting our water resources is a 
high priority. 

If the source of your drinking 
water is from a private well, it is 
recommended that you test the 
water on a regular basis. 

Water testing can be done 
by the Illinois Department of 
Public Health or by private labs. 
A basic test analyzes water for 
two common contaminants, 
coliform bacteria and nitrate. 
The presence of coliform bac¬ 
teria is an indicator of the 
overall water quality. If coliform 
bacteria are detected in a water 
sample, there is some degree 
of contamination, and other 
organisms may also be present. 

High nitrate levels in water 
are a concern especially for 
very young children. If nitrate- 
nitrogen levels exceed the 
standard of 10 parts per million, 
water should not be consumed 
by pregnant women or infants 
under the age of six months. Use 
an alternate water source, such as 
bottled water. 

Laboratories can also test water 
for other physical and chemical 
problems. They can measure color, 
corrosiveness, odor, pH and they can 
test for the presence of detergents, 
pesticides, and other contaminants. 

Iron, copper, manganese, organic 
chemicals, and organic matter can 
cause a visible tint in the water. 
Household detergents, industrial 
wastes, and other foaming agents can 
give the water a cloudy appearance 

and an unpleasant odor. Methane 
can also make the water appear 
cloudy or bubbly. 

A rotten-egg, septic, musty, or 
chemical smell can have a variety 

of causes, such as dissolved gasses, 
minerals, and chemicals; leaking 
underground storage tanks; landfill or 
septic runoff; or bacteria, algae, and 
organic matter. 

If the water contains unac¬ 
ceptable levels of some compounds, 
first identify the source and try to 
correct the problem. If this approach 
does not work, you might consider 
a water treatment device. Since 
no single treatment system cor¬ 
rects all water quality problems, it 
is important to know what type of 

contaminants you want to remove. In 
addition, all systems have limitations 
like life expectancies, and require 
some type of maintenance. 

The water treatment field, like 
other consumer areas, attracts its 
share of questionable claims and 
sales tactics. If you are thinking 
of having your water tested 
by someone in the business of 
selling treatment devices, keep 
in mind that the company may 
have a conflict of interest. Do 
not be rushed into making a 
decision; instead, take time to 
shop around and compare dif¬ 
ferent water-treatment systems. 
Find out the costs and frequency 
of maintenance, as well as the 
cost per gallon to treat water. 

If the cost of treatment 
is excessive, drinking bottled 
water may be an option. 
According to the Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA), bottled 
water is considered to have 
an indefinite shelf life, and an 
expiration date is not required. 
However, bottled water that 
is stored for a long time may 
develop an off taste or odor. 
Regardless of the source of your 

drinking water, it is important to 
be informed about its quality and 
be aware of potential contaminants 
that may affect you or your family’s 
health. 

George F. Czapar, Ph.D., 
University of Illinois Extension 
Springfield Center, P.O. Box 
8199, Springfield, IL 62791, 
(217) 782-6515, e-mail 
gfc@uiuc.edu. 
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Touchstone Energy® co-ops — 
your rapid response team 

Illinois’ Touchstone Energy co-ops sent some of the first linemen to help restore power 
after hurricanes Katrina and Rita. They joined thousands of co-op linemen from across the 
U.S. Through our national co-op network, Touchstone Energy worked with companies such as 
Home Depot, Food Lion and Lowe’s, and in no time, trucks full of bottled water, canned food, 
Gatorade, coolers, and other necessities were headed to the Gulf Coast hurricane victims. 

Touchstone Energy—together, we are the power of human connections. 

For more information about the hurricane relief response 
and Touchstone Energy, visit wiviv.touchstoneenergy.coop. 

Illinois Touchstone Energy® Cooperatives 
The power of human connections 

www.aiec.coop 
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ILLINOIS YARD AND GARDEN 

Garden 
Here are 
wrap'Up 

Gnome To Do 
a bunch of garden 
things to do, or not 

November is garden wrap-up time 
- a time to do nothing or do 

lots. It’s up to you. 
Of course, the efforts you do 

now mean less work next spring. 
Or you could hope that the work 
will magically disappear or a group 
of garden gnomes will perform all 
the chores for you. Let me know if 
that happens. I’d pay to borrow the 
gnomes. 

Everyone knows about the need 
to rake leaves, except those who 
either 1) don’t care if they pile up; or 
2) know that they’ll blow someplace 
else by the end of winter. 

Some of us have to contend with 
raking and mulching or bagging the 
leaves, or finding someone with a 
vacuum to suck up the leaves. Some 
can burn the leaves, and hopefully, 
do it on a day when the wind is 
lightly blowing and won’t create a 
haze over the entire neighborhood. 

Instead of writing incessantly 
on one topic, below is a list of some 
things to do, or not do. The choice is 
yours. 
• I tend to leave all the dead foliage 
on the perennials, with the excep¬ 
tions of peonies and anything that 
turns to mush. Mush looks bad in 
November as well as in April, and it’s 
better to get rid of it when you see 
it. If the days are warm and sunny, 
and the mood hits me just right, 
I’ll remove everything. But then 
I usually lament the fact that the 
ground is totally flat when the snows 
come instead of creating a little win¬ 
ter landscape of hills and valleys. 

If you do cut things down, 
look them over carefully for signs 
of insects or diseases. Peony foliage 
should be totally discarded or 

composted. Chrysanthemums 
can be tilled back into the soil, 
or chopped into small pieces 
and sprinkled on the ground. 
Anything that was infected 
by a disease - which are most 
of the tomatoes by this time 
- or by insects - which 
are most of the squashes, 
melons, and cucumbers 
- should be removed or 
buried so deeply that 
nothing will pop out 
next spring. 
• Till the garden once 
or turn the soil over 
where the flowers were. 
This buries some of the 
debris and allows it to 
start decomposing. 
• Remember that 
the most important 
thing you can do 
for the soil is to add 
some organic matter. 
There are several ways to 
do this. 

Sow some winter wheat or rye 
on the ground. These plants will con¬ 
tinue to grow during the winter and 
can be turned over next spring. You 
can get some nitrogen benefit, but 
ultimately creating a looser soil is the 
main benefit. 

Gather your trees’ leaves and 
till layer after layer into the ground. 
Start with an inch layer, till those in, 
and add another inch, tilling those 
in. Keep repeating. Don’t try tilling 

more than an inch as you can’t really 
incorporate the leaves into the soil, 
but end up just turning the leaves on 
to themselves. 

Burn leaves on top of the garden 
and then till in the ashes. It’s not as 

good as tilling in whole leaves, but 
it is better than nothing. 

Gather all the debris and till it 
in, of course avoiding the disease 
and insect problems mentioned 
above. 

• Don’t fertilize bare soil until 
next spring. The nitrogen 

will probably disappear 
over the winter, and what 
would be the point of 

that? If you want to fertilize 
something, feed the lawn 
around Thanksgiving with 
a winterizer or slow-release 
fertilizer. Trees and shrubs 
can also be fertilized, 
which seems strange since 
most are without their 

leaves or going dormant, 
but it’s the best time. 

• Get a soil test 
if something isn’t 
growing right and 
you’ve tried everything 

else. Do the testing early 
in the month so you have time to try 
to change the soil chemistry over the 
winter. Contact your local Extension 
office or farm store for the closest 
soil-testing lab. 
• Finally, be thankful for everything 
that grew this past year. It is, after all, 
Thanksgiving time. 

David Robson is an Extension 
Educator, Horticulture, at the 
Springfield Extension Center, 
University of Illinois Extension, 
P.O. Box 8199, Springfield, IL 
62791. Telephone: (217) 782-6515. 
E-mail: drobson@uiuc.edu. 
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“Building Solutions” 
...with integrity! 

BARN ^COMPANY 
h Professional service, quality products 

'( Fully insured for your protection 
V Major credit cards are accepted 
☆ Painted metal and many sizes available 

ft Engineered buildings and kits available 

1-888-617-BARN (2276) 
FAX: 1-630-365-9312 

Supplying a variety of quality buildings 
designed to meet Your needs. 

Call for a FREE brochure nationol fc>0 r n . com 
and estimate, today! |_0g on! For Pricing, Photos, Brochure, FAQ... 

Go to our Web site 
for past issues of 

Illinois Country Living 
www.icl.coop 

Bonds hundreds 
of materials 
including wood, 
stone, metal, ceramic & 
more! Incredibly strong 
& 100% waterproof! 

-a. 

1-800-966-3458 • www.gorillaglue.com 

Gorilla Glue people. To us, 
it’s the way a tape should be — 
The Toughest on Planet Earth. ' 

-BOO-966-3458 • www.gorillatape.com . 

Families Have Saved Up To 50% On Heating Costs 
And never have to buy fuel — wood, oil, gas, kerosene — ever again! 

Hydro-Sil is a unique room-by-room heating system 
that can save you hundreds of dollars in home heating 
costs by replacing old and inefficient heating. It can 
replace or supplement your electric heat, gas or oil furnace 
and woodstoves. 

Hydro-Sil represents economy in heating: inside the 
heater case is a sealed copper tube filled with a harmless 
silicone fluid. It’s permanent You’ll never run out 
"Hydro-Sil Energy Star” thermostat controls a variable watt 
hydro element that is only being supplied a proportional 
amount of power on an as-needed basis. When Hydro-Sil 
is turned on, the silicone liquid is quickly heated, and with 
its heat retention qualities, continues to heat after the Hydro 
element shuts off. Hydro-Sil’s room-by-room “Energy Star” 
digital control technology greatly increases energy savings 

and comfort. 

YOUR BENEFITS WITH HYDRO-SIL: 
• Slash heating cost with Energy Star technology 
• Lifetime warranty. No service contracts 
• Safe, complete peace of mind 
• Clean, no fumes, environmentally safe 
• U.L listed 
• Preassembled — ready to use 
• No furnaces, ducts, or chimneys 
• Portable (110V) or permanent (220V) 
• Whole house heating or single room 

HERE'S WHAT OTHERS ARE SAYING... 
•F. Smalley - A company that advertises 
the truth saved me 50% compared to my 

gas heat. I found it hard to believe until 
my power bill came. Thanks a million!” 

•R. Hanson - "I can’t begin to tell you how 

pleased I am with Hydro-Sil... the first time 

in 25 years our electric bill was reduced... 

saved $635, over 40%! " 

•A. Gonsalves— 'We replaced 20 electric 

heaters with Hydro-Sil. Wou — what a 
difference! We received a substantial 

reduction of our electric bill. I have 

recommended Hydro-Sil to many people!” 

ORDER TODAY! 
2 MODELS TO CHOOSE FROM 
220 Volt 

Permanent 
Approx. Area 

to Heat 
Discount 

Price Quantity 

8' 2000 watts 250-300 s.f. $289 

6' 1500 watts 180-250 s.f. $259 

5' 1250 watts 130-180 s.f. $239 

4' 1000 watts 100-130 s.f. $219 

3' 750 watts 75-100 s.f. $189 

2' 500 watts 50-75 s.f. $169 

Thermostats Call for options & exact heater needed 

110 Volt Portobles 
(Thermostat Included) 

Discount 
Price Quantity 

5' Hydro-Max 750-1500 watts $219 

4' Convector - Dual watt $179 

3' 750 watts - Silicone $179 

$15.00 shipping per heater $ 

Total Amount $ 

Address 

City  

Phone _ 

St. .Zip. 

Ij MasterCard or Visa Account Information: 

1 Acct #   

Expiration Date   

Order today or contact us for more information 
PHONE • WEB • MAIL 

Check • MasterCard • Visa 

1-800-627-9276 
Visit our secure web site at 

www.hydrosil.com 
Hydro-Sil, P.O. Box, 662, 

' Fort Mill, SC 29715 



TECHNOLOGY AND YOU 

Why is Your House 
Because it leaks as much 
as if you left a door open 

Cold? 

How many of you have had this 
situation? As the wind blows 

outside and the temperature drops, 
you get chilled, even while you are 
standing in the middle of your 
house. How does this happen? 

The answers are simple. 
The three biggest problems 
with the comfort of your house 
are 1) air infiltration, 2) air in- 
filtration, and, you guessed it, 
3) air infiltration. 

The total air infiltration 
in an average house is the 
equivalent of having a door 
or window open every day of 
your life. Now, you’ve probably 
heard it said that a house needs 
to breathe. In all my years 
in this work, I’ve never had 
anyone really explain why a 
house needs to breathe or even 
what that statement really 
means. Another word for house 
breathing is, simply put, leaks. 

Just think with me for 
a moment. If you can keep 
the cold air from getting in, 
it won’t take as much to heat 
your house, not to mention the 
fact that you would be a lot 
more comfortable in your home. So 
where does the air come in? Think 
of it this way. Anywhere an ant can 
get in, air can get in. Here are a few 
major problem areas: 
• Where your wall touches your slab. 
• Cracks between the wood framing 

in your home’s walls. 
• Around electrical receptacles 

and light switches in your house, 
even on interior walls. (When the 
north wind is blowing, go feel the 
electrical outlets and switches on 
your north wall.) 

• Holes and leaks around your 
sink plumbing. To heck with the 
ants, sometimes a mouse can get 
through these holes. 

• Gas and fireplace flues. 
• Recessed can lights that are not 

IC-rated. Between 3 and 10 cubic 
feet per minute of air will pass 
through one of these lights. A 
typical plastic garbage bag is 3 
cubic feet. So that means that 
three garbage bags full of air can 
leak out of one of those lights 
every minute. 

• The return air system of your 
heating/cooling unit. In the 
average house, gigantic amounts of 
air enter though this system. 

So how are you going to stop the 
cold air from penetrating your home 
this winter? The solution is mostly 
labor and a little bit material. Now, 

say this with me. “Caulk it. 
Caulk it. Caulk it.” 

For big holes, such as 
those under the sink, simply 
use expandable foam. For 
the smaller cracks, use a 
clear siliconized caulk. For 
electrical outlets and light 
switches, install the insulated 
foam gaskets and childproof 
plug inserts. Installing cel¬ 
lulose insulation in your attic 
will also help reduce air infil¬ 
tration from your attic space. 

These products can be 
purchased at most home 
centers. There are also 
professionals who can test 
your home and correct the 
problems. The surest way to 
find the leaks is through a 
blower door test (shown at 
left), which reveals where all 
the leaks are, even those you 
can’t see. 

For more information and 
energy saving ideas, contact 

your local electric cooperative. 

Doug Rye, the “Doctor of Energy 
Efficiency - the King of Caulk 
and Talk” can be heard on several 
different Illinois radio stations. 
Or you can go to his Web site at 
www.dougrye.com, e-mail him 
at info@philliprye.com, or call 

(888)-Doug-Rye or (501) 653- 
7931. You can also sign up for a 
free newsletter and order his “how 
to” videotapes. 
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Mobile Home 
Owners: ROOF KING 

Mobile Home Super Insulated 
Roof Over Systems 

40 Year Warranty 
Factory Direct From Roof King 

1 -800-748-0645 
www.roofking.net 

Do You Have Diabetes? 
Are You on Medicare? 

If you answered 'Yes" to both questions, 
the cost of your diabetes testing supplies may be covered* 

Call 1-800-503-6627 

Know the facts about 
Medicare coverage for 
individuals with diabetes. 
Liberty Medical Supply is the 
nation's leader in home delivery 
of diabetes testing supplies. 
We are a Medicare participating 
provider. You could be eligible 
for our complete home delivery 
program of diabetes testing 
supplies, and the cost may be 
covered by Medicare. 

No up-front costs.’11 You pay 
no money up front when you 
order diabetes testing supplies 
from Liberty. With gualified 
supplemental insurance, you 
may owe nothing at all. 

No claim forms to fill out. 
We will bill Medicare and your 
supplemental insurance 
company for you. 

No charge for shipping. 
Your order will be delivered to 
your home with no charge for 
shipping. You won't have to 
stand in pharmacy lines or go 
out in bad weather. 

To learn if you are 
eligible, call us toll-free: 
1-800-503-6627 

‘Co-payments and deductibles apply. 

Liberty’s Family of Companies also 
provides prescription medications. 
Ale testing and ostomy supplies. 

The Liberty Family of 
Companies is in compliance 
with Titles VI and VII of the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964. 

Liberty 
We Deliver Better Health mf 

November is National Diabetes Month. 
Liberty encourages you to follow your doctor's prescribed treatment plan for a healthier you! 

SPECIALIZING IN SQUARE 

POST FRAME METAL BUILDINGS 

Hay Sheds • Machine Sheds 
Horse Barns • Garages 

Over 4,000 Barns 

Built Across The USA 

CALI ANYTIME FOR FREE QUOTE: 

1-800-889-1096 
We Except All Major Credit Cards 

Plumbing • Installation • Concrete 
Also Available For Additional Fee 

DENTURES 
IN ONE-DAY SERVICE 

Custom Upper and or Lower 
Opposing Imp. $20 
ADA Approved Materials 
Appointment Highly Advised <129 EA. 

WHERE SEE 
MAP 

Adult Care Dentures 

101 Marshall Place 

CARMI, IL 62821 
Information or appointment 

Call 

18008258044 

Also Extractions and simple oral surgery at 
reduced fee with Dental appliance 

all at Dr.’s quote 



Taco Ring (above) 
Lynn Kibler 

1 lb. browned, drained ground beef 
1 pkg. (1'1.25'Oz.) taco seasoning mix 
1 C. shredded Cheddar cheese 
2 T. water 
2 pkgs. (8'Oz. each) refrigerated 

crescent rolls 
1 medium green bell pepper 
1 C. salsa 
3 C. lettuce, shredded 
1 med. tomato, chopped 
1/4 C. onion, chopped 
1/2 C. pitted ripe olives, sliced 
Sour cream (optional) 

Who: Falmouth United Methodist 
Church 

Cost: $9, plus $3 shipping 

Pages of recipes: 150 

Details: Soft-backed, comb-bound 

Contact: Diane Earnest 13992 N. 
1375th St., Newton, IL 62448 or 
(618) 783-2170. 

Preheat oven to 375°. In a batter bowl 
combine beef, taco seasoning mix, 
cheese, and water. Unroll crescent 
dough: separate into triangles. Arrange 
triangles in a circle on a round baking 
stone with wide ends overlapping in 
center and points toward outside. (There 
should be 5-inch diameter opening in 
center.) Scoop meat mixture evenly onto 
widest end of each triangle. Bring points 
of triangles up over filling and tuck un¬ 
der wide ends of dough at the center of 
the ring. (Filling will not be completely 
covered.) Bake 20-25 minutes or until 
golden brown. Cut off top of bell pep¬ 
per. Discard top, membranes, and seeds. 
Fill pepper with salsa. Place pepper in 
the center of the ring; arrange lettuce, 
tomato, onion and olives around the pep¬ 
per. Garnish with sour cream, if desired. 
Cut to serve. 

Fried Rice 
Bobbi Wilson 

2 C. long grain rice 
3 C. water 
2 eggs 
1/4 C. oil, divided 
1 med. onion, chopped 
2 carrots, chopped 
1/2 head cabbage, chopped 
1/4 oz. ginger root (chopped fine) 
1/2 green pepper, chopped 
Any other chopped vegetable you 

prefer to add 
Salt, to taste 
1 c. chopped meat (any kind) 

On electric stove, bring water and rice to 
a hard boil, turn off heat, cover and leave 
on burner. Rice is done when burner 
cools. Scramble eggs. Set aside. Use 2 T. 
oil and fry veggies and ginger root just a 
bit, keep them crisp. Toss with egg. Us¬ 
ing remaining oil, fry cooled rice until 
slightly browned. Drain oil, mix veggies 
and egg with rice and serve with sweet 
and sour sauce. 

French Toast Casserole 
Joann Earnest Wood 

1 long loaf French bread 
(about 1/2 lb.) 

8 large eggs 
3 C. milk 
2 T. sugar 
3/4 tsp. salt 
1 T. vanilla 
2 T. butter, cut in small pieces 

Generously butter a 13 x 9-inch baking 
dish. Cut bread into 1 inch thick 
slices. Arrange bread slices in single layer 
over bottom of prepared dish. Beat eggs, 
milk, sugar, salt, and vanilla in large bowl 
until mixed. Pour over bread. Cover 
with foil. Refrigerate overnight. Fdeat 
oven to 350°. Uncover; dot with butter 
pieces. Bake uncovered at 350° for 45-50 
minutes until bread is puffy and lightly 
browned. Serve with syrup, honey, fruit, 
or confectioners sugar. 

Lois Earnest’s Gingerbread 
Carolyn Earnest Quilander 

2 eggs 
1/2 C.sugar 
1/2 C. salad oil 
112 C. molasses 
1-1/2 C. flour 
1 tsp. baking soda 
1 tsp. ginger 
1/2 tsp. cinnamon 
112 tsp. nutmeg 
1/2 tsp. salt 
1/2 C. boiling water 

Beat eggs. Add sugar, oil, molasses. 

Beat well. Add flour, baking soda, 
ginger, cinnamon, nutmeg, and salt. 

Mix well. Mix in boiling water. Bake 

at 350° for 30 minutes in a greased 

11x17-inch baking pan. 
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IMIMOI# FB»T (ClQOMiMG Beef Stew 
Hope Wilson 

2 lbs. beef, lean, cut in bite-sized 
pieces 

1 (4-oz.) can mushrooms, 
sliced and drained 

5 celery stalks, cut up 
2 (number 2) cans stewed tomatoes 
8 carrots, sliced 
8 potatoes, diced 
2 T. sugar 
4 T. tapioca 
2 tsp. salt 

Mix mushrooms, celery, carrots, potatoes, 
and meat in a large casserole dish. Mix 
tapioca, sugar, salt, and tomatoes in a 
bowl. Pour tapioca mixture over the veg¬ 
etable and meat mixture. Cover and hake 
in a 250° oven for 4 hours. Do not peek. 



Mexican Deviled Eggs (right) 
Betty Miller 

10 hard cooked eggs 
1/2 C. shredded Cheddar 
1/4 C. mayonnaise 
1/4 C. salsa 
2 T. sliced green onion 
1 T. sour cream 
Salt and pepper to taste 

Peel eggs. Cut eggs in half, separating the 
yolks from the whites. In a bowl, mash 
egg yolks with remaining ingredients. 
Stuff mixture into the egg halves. 

Karen’s Turtle Brownies (right) 
Virgie Reynolds 

1 /2 C. evaporated milk 
3/4 C. melted butter 
1 box German chocolate cake mix 
1 (14'Oz.) bag caramels 
1/3 C. evaporated milk 
1 (6'0Z.) pkg. chocolate chips 
1/2 C. chopped nuts 

Combine 1/2 C. evaporated milk, but- 

ter, and cake mix together and spread 
1/2 of batter in a greased and floured 
9xl3'inch pan. Bake for 5 minutes at 

350°. Remove from oven. Melt cara¬ 
mels with 1/3 C. evaporated milk in 
double boiler or microwave. If using 
the microwave, watch that it doesn’t 
get too over-done. Spread over partially 
baked cake. Sprinkle chocolate chips 
and nuts over this. Drop remaining 

cake batter by spoonfuls over mixture 
in the pan. Bake for 20 minutes. This 
part’s important - Let brownies sit for 

24 hours (that’s right) or so before serv¬ 
ing. Makes about 24 brownies. 

Easy Cookie Bars 
Diana Nelson 

1 box cake mix 
2 eggs 
1/2 Coil 
2 T. water 
1 C. baking chips 
1/2 C. chopped nuts (optional) 

Mix all ingredients together in a large 
bowl. Spread mixture to within 1/2 inch 
of the edges of a jellyroll pan. Bake at 
350° for 12 to 15 minutes or until center 
springs back when touched. Delicious 
combinations I’ve discovered: Yellow or 
white cake mix with chocolate chips; 
chocolate cake mix with peanut butter 
flavor chips; spice cake mix with butter¬ 
scotch flavor chips. Use holiday M&Ms 
for colorful cookies. 

Photos by Catrina McCulley Wagner 

Water Chestnuts 
Marylee Edwards 

3 cans water chestnuts 
1 lb. bacon, cut into 1-1/2 inch pieces 

Sauce: 
1 bottle catsup 
1/4 C. brown sugar 
3/4 C.sugar 

Wrap chestnuts in bacon (toothpick to 
hold). Place on cookie sheet (with rim) 
and bake until brown, 20 minutes at 350 

Cabbage Rolls 
Karin Kaufman 

1 lb. ground beef 

1 egg 
Salt and pepper 
2 T. butter 
1 onion, sliced 
1 can tomato soup 
1 tomato soup can of water 
1/2 C. uncooked rice 
6 cabbage leaves 
1/2 C. parsley, chopped 
1/2 C. celery, chopped 
Juice of 1 lemon 
1 tsp. sugar 

Boil cabbage leaves about 5 minutes until 
tender. Combine beef, salt, pepper, egg, 
and rice; set aside for filling. Saute onion 
in butter; add remaining ingredients. 
Bring to boil. Simmer 10 minutes. Mean¬ 
while, put 1 tablespoon of filling in each 
cabbage leaf. Roll tightly. Secure with 
toothpick. Put rolls in sauce. Cover tight¬ 
ly. Simmer slowly or put in 275° oven for 
3 hours. Can also be done in crockpot. 

Sauce: 
Melt all ingredients - do not cook. May 
also add lemon and dry mustard. After 
Chestnuts are brown, add to sauce. 

Visit www.icl.coop to see 
an archive of past Illinois 
Country Living recipes. 
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Heavenly Recipes 
Who: West Wing Grove Christian Church 

Cost: $10, shipping included 

Pages of recipes: 141 

Details: Soft-backed, comb-bound 

Contact: Lois Bowman, P.O. Box 148, 
Heyworth, IL 61745 or (309) 473-2466. 



POND LINERS 
<1; Qnft nr I PCC ‘Custom Sizes bqii ur tebb .Reinforced Materials 

Depending on Volume .318 psi Burst strength 

Bend Tarp & Liner, Inc. 
1-800-280-0712 www.bendtarp.com 
 No Job Too Big or Too Small  
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HERITAGE 
BUILDING SYSTEMS® 

Established 1979 

LET US SHOW YOU WHY WE’RE #1! 

33’x 45’x 10’ $6,985 

39’x 72’x 12’ $11,896 

51’x 104’x 14’ $21,867 

80’x 150’x 16’ $46,835 

Since 1979 Heritage Building Systems’ 
focus has been to provide the 
industry with the finest quality, best 
looking pre-engineered steel 
structures at the lowest possible price. 

1.800.643.5555 
www.heritagebuildings.com 

5 Reasons 
Soapstone is Better! ^ 

• Soapstone holds twice as much heat as metal. 
• The heat is steady, even and comfortable. 
• Soapstone has a proven record of durability. 
• It has beautiful color, texture and marbling. 
• Variations in the stone make each stove unique. 
Plus, no power is required, so you can enjoy 
radiant warmth regardless of the weather! 

Name  

Address 

City/State/Zip  

Woodstock Soapstone Co., Inc 
66 Airpark Rd., Dept. 2112, West Lebanon, NH 03784 

www.woodstove.com 
1-888-664-8188 

DA 
Outlet 

Sundance 
240 Spoil Pontoon 

Suzuki DF70 4-Stroke/ Custom Tandem Trailer 

Actual boat similar to illustration 

*15,999 
" $ SUZUKI 

MARINE 

The Nation’s #1 Landau Dealer! I 
Lebanon Suzuki-Kawasaki 
417-588-3550 1-800-542-3846 m 

Hwy. 64 & Bennett St Lebanon, MO 



MARKETPLACE 

NEW AND USED restaurant and con¬ 
cession equipment, meat saws, slicers, 
grinders, ice cream machines, stack chairs, 
s.s. sinks, tables, shelving, steam tables, 
buffets, pottery wheels and kilns. 2615 So. 
First, Springfield. (217) 522-3934. 

INSULATION — 4x8 sheets, foil-backed 
foam — also rolls of foil-bubble-pak 
insulation. All factory seconds. Contact 
Ken Nichols at (800) 424-1256. 

AUTHORIZED RAINBOW DISTRIBU¬ 
TOR. Repairs, supplies and service. 
Living air purifiers. L & L Distributing, 
116 S. Van Buren St., Newton, IL 62448. 
(618)783-3755. 

CEDAR HILL RIVER RESORT - New 
cabins on Ohio River, Elizabethtown, IL. 
Nightly rentals, hot tubs, full kitchens. 
www.cedarhillriverresort.com. (217) 824- 
4257, (217)652-4257. 

ARGO DIRECT AMPHIBIOUS VE¬ 
HICLES. 6 and 8 wheel true all ter¬ 
rain vehicles. (618) 588-4444. www. 
ARGODIRECT6X6.com. Cause your 
ATV donT float and your boat ain’t got 
wheels! 

WANTED TO BUY: Standing timber 
and logs. Timber harvesting specialist. 
DIRECT MARKETS for grade logs and 
veneer. Prices unbeatable. (618) 426- 
3065. 

FOR SALE: Cherry Lumber. 1” thick 
boards, 600’ board foot $490. For all. 
(618) 842-9588. 

TRAILERS-UTILITY-CARGO-CAR- 
HAULERS. We accept Visa, MasterCard. 
We buy used trailers. Auto King, 2423 S. 
Main, Bloomington. (309) 821-9000. 

WANTED TO BUY: Standing timber, 
most species. Pay top prices. Call (217) 
285-2760. 

KENTUCKY 
STEEL TRUSS 

BUILDINGS 

[FREE CATALOGUE 

20/90 

24x30x8 
30x36x8 
40x48x10 
50x60x12 
60x80x12 
75x80x14 

1-859-745-0606 
www.kstbuMd.com 

$4,595 
$5,595 
$9,295 

$14,495 
$20,695 
$27,595 

Newlook! 
TheHobsteel 

V 
since 1986 

FARM •CHURCH - SPORTS•HORSE•CAR•PLANE 
ALL STEEL • ALL COLOR • 25/50 WARRANTY 

MINIATURE MEDITERRANEAN 
DONKEYS. Pet, show and breeding 
quality. Gray duns, chocolates, spotteds 
and blacks. Visitors welcome. Canton, 
IL. (309) 647-7162. www.copperascreek. 
com. 

CABIN RENTAL: Shawnee Forest, 
Garden of the Gods, Rim Rock, Pounds 
Hollow Lake. New, rustic decor, kitchen, 
air, satellite, www.rimrocksdogwood 
cabins.com. (618) 264-6036. 

RAPIDLY GROWING INTERNA¬ 
TIONAL NUTRACEUTICAL Company 
looking for individuals to be a part of 
the next trillion $ industry. Product and 
business guarantee. (888) 251-1538. 

FHA SPECIALISTS. MORTGAGE 
LENDING, SEARCHING for a LOAN? 
Give us the opportunity to beat you bank’s 
rate. 100% purchase combo NO PMI. 
Cash out refinance to 100%. Interest 
only fixed adjustable rate mortgages. 
Debt consolidation. Home Equity Line 
of Credit. Conventional, VA, FHA, 
Non-Conforming Sub Prime Loans. 
Residential Investment Property pur¬ 
chases to 100%. Excellent Fannie Mae/ 
Freddie Mac rates. No application fee, 
call (800) 254-4431 for free consultation 
or PRE-QUALIFICATION...KARLA 
LILLEY, SR. LENDING SPECIALIST. 
Waterfield Finance Group. We are an 
Illinois Residential Mortgage Licensee 
and Equal Housing Lender. (618) 530- 
3330. Lending in all 50 states. 

WANTED: INDIAN ARTIFACTS of all 
kinds. Free appraisals. (309) 543-3847 
evenings or leave message. 

JOIN OTHER FARMERS DEPARTING 

JULY 1, JULY 29, & AUGUST 26, 2006 

National Parks Tour 
Of The Golden West 

2-Week Tour Departs 2006 
Visit 6 Western National Parks + More! 

Join other Farmers on this terrific 15-day motor coach 
tour departing (your choice) 7/1,7/29, or 8/26,2006. 
Fly round-trip to Salt Lake City and visit six national 
parks: Yosemite, Sequoia, Zion, Bryce Canyon, Arches, 
and Canyonlands National Parks. You’ll also visit 
Fresno, CA; Reno, Carson City, Pyramid Lake, Virginia 
City, Lake Tahoe, and Las Vegas, Nevada; Liberace 
Museum; Ethel M Chocolate Factory; a city tour of 
Salt Lake City including Mormon Square, The Beehive 
House, Great Salt Lake; Kennecott Copper Mine; and 
more! Prices, including all taxes, baggage handling, 
and daily escorted sightseeing, start at only $948 (per 
person, double occupancy). Airfare is extra and starts 
at $400. Space is limited and $100 deposits are now 
due. Friends and family are welcome. 

For brochure with day-to-day itinerary call: 

‘YOUR MAN’ TOURS 1-800-888-8204 
Providing carefree vacations since 1967! 

WANTED TO BUY: Sassafras leaves, 
dandelions, bloodroot, goldenseal, ginseng, 
skullcap, peach bark and leaves, other 
roots, barks, leaves, herbs. (618) 282- 
3267. 

ILLINOIS CONSULTING FORESTERS, 
INC. Timber Sales-Forest Management. 
We work for the landowner, www.illinois 
consultingforesters.org. Ph. (618) 526- 
4251. 

AUTHENTIC POLISH POTTERY. Direct 
from original 100-year-old factories 
in Poland. Largest selection in Central 
Illinois of first-quality pieces, including 
Unikat. (309) 862-3121. 

OIL PORTRAITS, LANDSCAPES 
from your favorite photo(s). Beautiful, 
memorable keepsakes or gifts!! Painted 
by award winning artist Becky Barker. 
(815)635-3772. 

FAIRFIELD TIMESHARE for sale or 
rent. Many places to choose from. Deeds 
available. (217) 342-2685. 

Select* 
Okte-Voy 
Ventures 
Dr. John Ronan DDS 

& Associates 
Can Offer You 

Dentures, Partials 
& Extractions 

ONE-DAY SERVICE/ 

Office Hours: Monday-Friday 8 to 4 
Call for an Appointment 

(217-479-8444) 
(1-877-565-8981) 

1201 W. Walnut, Jacksonville, IL 62650 
Payment Accepted 

Cash, Mastercard or Visa 
Ho Personal Checks 

NOVEMBER 2005 www.aiec.coop 25 



RELIV CARDIOSENTIALS offers a 
revolutionary leap forward in heart health. 
Build a lucrative business around this 
exciting new formula, clinically shown 
to lower cholesterol and reduce the risk of 
heart disease. (888) 251 -1538. Rita Taylor, 
Independent Reliv Distributor. 

STARVED ROCK LODGE. All season 
resort in the State Park. Indoor pool, 
packages, special events. (800) 868-7625, 
www.starvedrocklodge.com. Booking 
holiday parties! 

MIDWEST BIRD AND ANIMAL swap 
and sale. Nov 27, at Monroe County 
Fairgrounds, Waterloo, IL from 5:30 to 
Noon. (618)939-6809. 

SICK CAMPER REFRIGERATOR? 26 
years specializing in rebuilding cooling 
units. New/used units available. Camper 
repair. Crutcher’s RV, Cropsey, IL. 
(309) 377-3721. 

RENEW YOUR TRACTOR CAB IN¬ 
TERIOR: Pre-cut replacement panels with 
adhesives and instructions. Floor mats 
also. Prompt, efficient service. Fehr Cab 
Interiors. (815) 692-3355. 

SEEKING INDEPENDENT ASSO¬ 
CIATES to market pre-paid legal service 
plans and identity theft sheild. Growing 
need. Shows easily. (618) 559-3541. 
Independent Associate. 

WANTED: YOUR QUILT TOP to machine 
quilt. All sizes, reasonable rates. Info on 
Web site: Quiltingbybjay.com or call 
(309) 462-2008. 

TRAVEL BOOKING WEB SITE! Receive 
HUGE discounts on hotels, cruises, rental 
cars, theme parks and more. See Travel 
Solutions at www.verymerri.cyberwize. 
com. 

MAKE THOUSANDS a month to shop... 
with my money. And never pay me back. 
FREE $9.95 report. Write Zaken Corp., 
Suite 51258N, 20700 Plummer St., 
Chatsworth, CA 91311. 

ADVANTAGE 
STEEL BUILDINGS, INC. 

For The Best Building Package 

At The Absolute Lowest Prices 

Call Today (877) 657-8335 
Or Go Online At 

www.advantagesteelbuildings.com 

30x50x10 $ 6,290.00 

40x60x12 $ 8.975.00 

50x75x14 $13,547.00 

80x120x16 $32,133.00 

We Also Have Mini-Storage Packages 
All Sizes Including Climate Control 

FILTER QUEEN/DEFENDER sales, 
service and supplies. For free information, 
call (800) 753-5401 or write She-N-I, Inc., 
RR 1, Allendale, IL 62410. 

WANTED TO BUY: Standing TIMBER. 
All species. Pay top price. Clear or select 
cut. Call (815)434-4141. 

HORSESHOEING - corrective, thera¬ 
peutic and hot/cold shoeing. Available 
evenings and weekends. Call (217) 971- 
4561. 

WANTED TO BUY: LPs, 45s, 78s and 
CDs collections in good condition. Call 
(618) 724-9259. 

How to place an ad 

1) Type or print ad neatly. 

2) Count words. Cost is $25 for up to the first 20 words. $1.50 each additional 
word. Ads with insufficient funds will not be printed. 

3) Prepayment is required. Include check or money order with ad for amount due. 
Also include address label from Illinois Country Living or other proof of Illinois 
electric cooperative membership. Only members of Illinois electric cooperatives 
may place Marketplace ads. 

4) Mail to: Illinois Marketplace. P.O. Box 3787, Springfield, IL 62708, by 
deadline. 

Deadlines: January issue - November 21; 
February issue - December 20. 

We reserve the right to reject any advertisement. Ads received after the deadline will be placed in the next 
available issue. Non-members wishing to advertise should contact the Weiss Group at (480) 860-5394 for 
information about display advertising. 

Illinois 
Country Living 

12 issues only $6! 
A one-year subscription to 

Illinois Country Living is just 
$6. Send a check or money 
order with name and address 
to: Subscriptions, Illinois 
Country Living, PO Box 3787, 
Springfield, IL 62708. 

www.hardyheater.com 
Bates@hardyheatef.com 

stainless steel construction 

■ Heats home and household 

hot water 

• 10-year warranty 

Connects to your existing 

central duct 

or hydronic system 

Standard with bronze 

circulator pump 

and automatic draft 

combustion blower, and grates 

Units from 100,000 to 250,000 

BTU’s output 

Financing Available (new) 
Dealer Inquiries Welcome 

* 
Hardy Manufacturing 

Company, Inc. 
12345 Road 505 

PHILADELPHIA, MS 39350 

(1-800-542-7395) 

LOWEST COST 
Term Life Insurance 

Issue ages through 90 

AGE $100,000 $250,000 
45 12.78 22.75 

55 16.19 31.28 

65 31.06 68.47 

Rates figured on monthly cost for female non-tobacco users. 

RAM LET & ASSOC, INC. 

(800) 933-6354 
TALIC FORM NO. 1-32207-198 
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Weatherization Assistance 
Program Helps Cut Energy Bills 

Wilma Kitsmiller, a resident 

of Berdan and member of Il¬ 

linois Rural Electric Coopera¬ 

tive, received advice and help 

from Tom Brown, Weatheriza¬ 

tion Coordinator for the Illinois 

Valley Economic Development 

Corporation (left), and Paul Sul¬ 

livan, Weatherization Technician 

for the Illinois Department of 

Healthcare and Family Services 

(right). “There are some really 

small things everyone can do to 

save energy. For example, even 

if you’re not the best caulker, you 

can seal up cracks around your 

windows. People don’t think it 

makes a difference, but every 

little thing helps,” says Brown. 

By Laura Camper, ICL Intern 

n 1973, the Organization of 

Petroleum Exporting Countries 

(OPEC) shocked the world when 

it cut oil production and declared an 

oil embargo. Oil suddenly doubled in 

price. Sound familiar? 

In response, conservation efforts 

were started across the country. In 

Maine, community action agencies 

began helping residents weatherize 

their homes. The program was suc¬ 

cessful, and in 1976 became a nation¬ 

al program called the Weatherization 

Assistance Program. 

Today, the Weatherization Assis¬ 

tance Program continues to provide 

low-income families with help reduc¬ 

ing their household energy. For every 

dollar spent on weatherization in the 

program, there is $1.83 in future en¬ 

ergy savings for the families. 

Wilma Kitsmiller, a resident of 

Berdan and member of Illinois Rural 

Electric Cooperative in Winchester, 

is one very pleased participant in the 

program. She applied to the program 

two years ago at the Illinois Valley 

Economic Development Corporation 

(IVEDC) in Greene County. “She 

was put on a waiting list for a year. 
It’s a first-come, first-serve list except 

for emergencies,” says coordinator of 

the IVEDC weatherization program 

Tom Brown. “Wilma was one of 78 

people IVEDC helped last year.” 

Once accepted into the pro¬ 

gram, Kitsmiller had an energy audit, 

including a blower door test, done by 

an auditor from the IVEDC. With 

the results from the energy audit, the 

auditor determined which measures 

would best improve her home’s en¬ 

ergy efficiency. 

In September 2004, her home’s 

walls and attic were insulated with cel¬ 

lulose insulation. Broken glass in the 

windows was replaced and locks were 

installed. The windows were caulked 

and checked for a snug fit. “I also re¬ 

ceived a new furnace when mine burnt 

through. I don’t know what I would 

have done without it,” Kitsmiller says. 

She says the improvements have 

made a big difference in heating and 

cooling her house. “I used to use 

three to three and a half barrels of 

fuel each winter, but I only used two 

barrels last year.” She says she was 

also able to get by with running just 
one window air conditioner during 

the summer instead of her usual two. 

The Weatherization Assistance 

Program is very ambitious, however, 

it just doesn’t receive enough funding 

to serve all the eligible families. In 

Illinois, the program has an eligible 

population of 650,000. Randy Ben¬ 

nett, Illinois Program Manager, says, 

“We can serve about 7,200 families 

this year. What most people need is 

air sealing work and insulation, usu¬ 

ally attic insulation.” 

And since low-income clients 

tend to live in older, uninsulated 

homes, the average savings on their 

energy bills can be dramatic - an av¬ 

erage of 31 percent. 

There is a limit of $4,400 that 

can be spent on each home, and au¬ 

ditors choose the most-effective mea¬ 

sures that will fit within that limit. 

The program allows for improve¬ 

ments like adding insulation, caulk¬ 

ing, and fixing, or even replacing, 

a furnace. Occasionally, a door 

or window may be replaced. 

The Illinois Department of 

Health and Family Services monitors 

10 percent of the homes participating 

in the program as a quality assur¬ 

ance. A weatherization technician or 

specialist is assigned to each agency 

in the state. Paul Sullivan is the 

weatherization technician assigned to 

the IVEDC and other local agencies. 

“One of the things we’re concerned 

about in addition to energy efficiency 

is health and safety,” he says. That’s 

why the program includes checking 

heating and cooling equipment and 

water heaters and installing carbon 

monoxide detectors and fire alarms 

and extinguishers. 

For more information on the 

Illinois Weatherization Assistance 

Program visit www.weatherizationilli- 

nois.com, or contact the Community 

Action Agency in your county. 
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WIN THE BRUSH WAR WITH 

TREE TERMINATOR 
• 3 models cut 20", 12" and 5" trees in one bite 

• Hitches to fit most tractors and skid steer loaders 
* Built to last with a 24 month warranty 

• Swivel hitch, sprayer and grapple options 

For a free color brochure call or visit our website 

(417) 458-4350 • www.treeterminator.com 

MID-AMERICA 
POLE BARN 

30x50x10 Galvalume 

$6800 
PRICE INCLUDES MATERIAL 
DELIVERY, CONSTRUCTION, 
FACTORY TRUSSES, SCREWS 

OPEN M-F, 8-5 WE ALSO BUILD 
POST FRAME HOMES 

CALL TOLL FREE FOR MORE INFORMATION 

1-866-456-0959 
Price Subject to Change Without Notice 

0 
DISCOUNT 
INSULATED 
ROOFING 

FOR 

MOBILE 
HOMES 

BEST ROOF 
FOR THE 

BEST PRICE 
CALL ANYTIME 

800-333-9562 
OVER 18 YEARS OF SERVICE 

SANGAMON RADIANT 
WIRSBO aqua pex tubing products 
for agricultural, commercial shop 
floors and homes Made in the USA 

(217)522-3934 • FAX (217)522-3933 
Evening (217)483-3223 John 0. McMillan - Owner 

America's Oldest & Largest Rare Breed Hatchery 
FREE COLOR CATALOG 

Over 140 varieties of Baby Chicks, Bantams, 
Turkeys, Guineas, Peafowl, Game Birds, 
Waterfowl. Also Eggs, Incubators, Books. 
Equipment and Medications. 

Call 1-800-456-3280 
(24 hours a day) 

Murray McMurray Hatchery, 
Cl 32, Webster City, Iowa 50595-0458 
Website: http://www.mcmurrayhatchery.com 

SMILE FOR LESS 
BASIC 

DENTURES 
(SET) 

BASIC r 

CROWN 
(UNIT) ***- 

$375 
1 General Dentistry • Bridges • Orthodontics • Crowns • Hygiene • 

NTAL CENTERS 
2 Locations! 

Drs. Hildreth & Smith 
located at 

MID-AMERICA DENTAL & 
HEARING CENTER-HIGHWAY 
1-44 • Exit 44 • 1050 W. Hayward Drive 

Mt. Vernon, MO 65712 

1-800-354-1905 

Drs. Hildreth & Smith 
located at 

-AMERICA DENTAL & 
[EARING CENTER-LOOP 

1-44 • Exit 46 • 558 E. Mt. Vernon Blvd. 
Mt. Vernon, MO 65712 
1-800-372-4554 

www. midamericaden tat. com 

“OUR BEST...FOR LESS...IN A DAY” 
This provider is not a specialist in orthodontics, crowns, bridges, or dentures. 

COLLIN STMST UAKUMVV. 

%gNative Texas 
L Pecan Cakes 

Apricot Pecan Cake 
#113 1-lb. 14 oz. $29.9 
#175 2-lbs. 14 oz. $38.!i 
Also available online: 
The Original Deluxe Fruitcake, 

Apricot Pecan Cake Full of delicious 

native pecans and Australian apricots. 

Baked to order, and available only direct 

from Collin Street Bakery, in Corsicana, 

Texas since 1896. Order for yourself 

or send as a gift...safe and sound Pineapple Pecan Cake, and 

international delivery guaranteed! Apple Cinnamon Pecan Cake. 

FREE U.S. Delivery! FREE 1/4-lb. Coffee! FREE Collector Tin! 
Mention Code 510019 

Toll-Free: 800-292-7400 www.CollinStreetBakery.coni 
Collin Street Baker)'. 401W. Seventh Ave., Corsicana, TX 75110 Prices effective through December 31,2005 
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NOVEMBER DATEBOOK 

1 6V The Fourth Annual Illinois Symphony Guild’s Fancy Fid' 
dies Raffle to be held at the Masterworks Concert “Chaconne” at the University 
of Illinois at Springfield. Violins for the raffle were donated by Ralph Sordyl of The 
House Of Music in Springfield, and artists from the Prairie Art Alliance decorated 
them. Artists this year were Kathleen Adams, Debbie Megginson, Mary Miller, 
Lorraine Pilcher, Tom Short, and Toni Wrightsman. The theme was “Music for the 
Eyes.” Raffle tickets are three for $10 and are available by calling (217) 546-6375. 

5V Logan County Court- 
house Centennial Celebration 
in Lincoln. 12-5 p.m. Enjoy a parade, 
a re-dedication, guided tours of the 
courthouse, refreshments, a “Hats off 
to Abe” hat art auction, and more. 
(217) 732-2929 or (217) 732-6400. 

5-G, The 28th Annual Heri¬ 
tage Festival at Southeastern Illi¬ 
nois College in Harrisburg. Enjoy arts, 
crafts, food, and entertainment. (618) 
252-5400, ext 3213 or ext 2600. 

6* How Do Birds Survive 
The Winter? at Miller Park Zoo in 
Bloomington. Make a birdhouse and 
learn about the importance of provid¬ 
ing proper shelter and food for birds 
in the winter. Birdhouse kits will be 
provided (while supplies last), along 
with seed, and a talk will be given on 
bird habitats and food sources during 
the cold months. Sponsored by Wild 
Birds Unlimited and Lowe’s. Free with 
a regular paid zoo admission. (309) 
434-2250. 

1 2V The 22nd Annual Holi¬ 
day Bazaar at St. Joseph Catholic 
Church Hall, near Elizabeth. 8:30 a.m.- 
3 p.m. Vendors will fill 30 tables with 
various handmade items, floral ar¬ 
rangements, jewelry, baked goods, 
candy, and more. Delicious chili, sand¬ 
wiches, and desserts will be served for 
lunch. (618) 264-5794. 

1 2P The 40th Annual Altrusa 
Bazaar at the Macomb High School 
in Macomb. 9 a.m.-3 p.m.(309) 836- 
7922. 

18, Holiday Walk in Litch¬ 
field. See an enchanted holiday show¬ 
case of downtown businesses. Musical 
entertainment, carriage rides, refresh¬ 
ments, and more. 6-9 p.m. (217) 324- 
2533. 

1 8-1 8, Mason County 
Simple Life Christmas Gather¬ 
ing at the farmstead of Darrell and 
Fran Pfeiffer in Forest City. Browse 
through one-of-a-kind handcrafted 

5, Christmas Ideas Day 
and Health Fair at the Benton 
Civic Center in Benton. 8 a.m.-2 
p.m. Enjoy crafts, a country store, 
a taster’s table, food, door prizes, 
displays by health organizations, 
Santa Claus, a make-it, take-it 
table for the children, and enter¬ 
tainment. Admission is free, but 
an item to be donated to the Food 
Pantry or Veteran’s Hospital would 
be appreciated. (618) 629-2190. 

primitives, Redware Pottery, McCall’s 
Candles, jams, jellies, and baked goods. 
The Tea Room will be serving home¬ 
made meals both days. (309) 597-2386. 

1 8-20f Festival of Trees at 
the Lincoln Land Community College 
(LLCC) Southern Region Arts and 
Technology Building in Litchfield. This 

event includes the sights, sounds, and 
smells of the holiday season. Event 
will include a silent auction featuring 
beautifully decorated artificial Christ¬ 
mas trees, vendor and craft booths, 
and children’s activities. Admission 
fee charged. (217) 324-5253 or www. 
litchfield.il.us. 

19, The 10th Annual Craft 
Show at Normal West High School 
in Normal. All artwork and crafts 
on display are the original artwork 
and talent of Central Illinois craft- 
ers. Show will feature more than 130 
booths. 9 a.m.-3 p.m. (309) 454-7780 
or dkmoravec@msn.com. 

25-26, Christmas in the 
Park Craft Show at Nicholas 
Park Pavilion in Jacksonville. Sat¬ 
urday, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. and Sunday, 9 
a.m.- 4 p.m. (217) 243-5678, (800) 
593-5678, or events@jacksonvilleil. 
org. 

26, Dr. Jekly and Mr. Hol¬ 
mes, Murder Mystery Dinner 
Theater at Collver Family Winery 
in Barry. (217) 335-3279. 

Illinois Country Living publishes event listings as space allows, giving preference to events of regional or statewide interest. 
Event listings are provided by the event sponsors and the Illinois Bureau of Tourism. The magazine assumes no responsi¬ 
bility for the accuracy of information submitted for publication and advises calling ahead to confirm dates and times. To 
be considered for inclusion, send listings and photographs (If sending photographs please include self-addressed stamped 
envelope) to Illinois Datebook, Illinois Country Living, PO Box 3787, Springfield, IL 62708-3787. The January deadline 
is November 15. 
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Some Disasters Happee After the Storm Severe storms and flooding create 
hidden dangers. Safe Electricity 
cautions everyone to be mindful 

of the electrical hazards that storms 
and flooding can leave in their wake, 
and offers vital safety tips to avoid 
electrocution and serious injury when 
dealing with the aftermath of a major 
storm or disaster. 

“The danger does not end when 
the storm does,” says Molly Hall, 
Executive Director of Safe Electric¬ 
ity. “People can be hurt or killed by 
hazards left behind. It’s wise to be cau¬ 
tious in any clean-up effort.” 

Stay away from downed power lines 
and be alert to the possibility that tree 
limbs or debris may hide an electrical 
hazard. Treat all downed or hanging 
power lines as if they are energized. 
Warn others to stay away and contact 
your local electric cooperative. 

If using electric yard tools in clean¬ 
up efforts, do not operate them if it’s 
raining or the ground is wet, or while 
you are wet or standing in water. Keep 
all electric tools and equipment at least 
10 feet away from wet surfaces. 

“Before re-entering storm-dam¬ 
aged buildings or rooms, be sure all 
electric and gas services are turned 

off,” says Jay Solomon, University of 
Illinois Extension Engineering Educa¬ 
tor. “Never attempt to turn off power 
at the breaker box if you must stand in 
water to do so. If you can’t reach your 
breaker box safely, call your electric co¬ 
op to shut off power at the meter.” 

Never step into a flooded base¬ 
ment or other area if water is covering 
electrical outlets, appliances, or cords. 
Be alert to any electrical equipment 
that could be energized and in contact 
with water. Never touch electrical ap¬ 
pliances, cords, or wires while you are 
wet or standing in water. 

“Cleaning up and using water- 
damaged appliances also carry safety 
risks,” said Solomon. “Electric motors 
in appliances that have been drenched 
or submerged should be thoroughly 
cleaned and reconditioned before they 
are put back into service. It may be 
necessary to repair or replace electri¬ 
cal appliances or tools that have been 
in contact with water. Do not use any 
water-damaged appliance until a pro¬ 
fessional has checked it out.” 

If, after a storm or disaster, the 
power to your home is out for a pro¬ 
longed period, know important safety 
rules, such as never using a charcoal 

or gas grill to cook inside! And if you 
use a standby generator, make sure a 
transfer safety switch is used, or con¬ 
nect the appliance(s) directly to the 
generator output through an isolated 
circuit before you operate it. This pre¬ 
vents electricity from traveling back 
through the power lines, what’s known 
as “back feed.” Back feed creates danger 
for anyone near lines, particularly crews 
working to restore power. 

For more information on electri¬ 
cal safety, visit www.SafeElectricity. 
org. Spanish versions of electrical 
safety information also are available 
on this Web site. 

Safe Electricity is an electrical 
safety public awareness program cre¬ 
ated and supported by a coalition of 
several dozen organizations, includ¬ 
ing electric utilities and cooperatives, 
the University of Illinois and other 
entities committed to promoting 
electrical safety. 

After a storm stay clear of downed power 
lines and always assume they are ener- 
gized. Call your local electric cO'Op if you 
see downed power lines after a storm and 
keep others clear of the danger. 



Just for trying my Greek XE Ultra, 
I’ll give you a $150 Verilur 

Free 
Reading Lamp Free! 

Shipping. 
(A $29.95 
Savings!) 

PBS6R 

Hi, I’m David Oreck, let’s shed some light on 
the subject of vacuum cleaners. 

First, most vacuums sold today spew dust that can carry germs back into your home. 
And you and your family get to breathe it in. But not the HypO'Allergenic Oreck XL Ultra with 
its sevemfilter system. Second, most vacuums sold today are overweight, hard to use and a chore 
to lug up and down stairs. But not the Oreck XL Ultra. At only 8 lbs. light, it’s 1/3 the weight of 
most vacuums (but has the suction power equivalent of 102 mph!) and a pleasure to use. And 
finally, most vacuums sold today are so poorly made they’re guaranteed for 6 months or a year. 
But not the Oreck XL Ultra. It has an SLyear warranty, and to keep it running like new, we 
give you eight free annual tune ups (a $240 value). Nobody does this but Oreck! 

I’M SO CONVINCED MY 8-LB ORECK XL ULTRA IS SUPERIOR TO ANY OTHER VACUUM 

that I’ll give you this Verilux Lamp just for trying my vacuum for 30 days — risk free. This 
$150 Verilux lamp increases the contrast between black 
and white to make reading easier. Since 1956 Verilux has 
specialized in naturally'balanced, visually'efficient lighting 
solutions. Even fine print will be crisp, clear and easy to see. 
You’ll be able to read without squinting or straining. And 
even if you don’t love the Oreck XL Ultra, you don’t have to 
keep it. But keep the lamp as a gift. There’s no obligation. 

FREE WITH PURCHASE OF THE ORECK XL ULTRA 

IS MY NEW ORECK HOUSEKEEPER® COMPACT CANISTER. It’s 
the one you’ve seen on TV pick up a 16Tb. bowling ball. 

Hand'held or shouldenworn, it’s the perfect above' 
theTloor vacuum. There are 101 uses for this 

handy compact canister. 
TRY THE HYPO-ALLERGENIC 8-LB. XL ULTRA 

RISK FREE FOR 30 DAYS. Then decide. What 
do you have to lose except the hidden dirt 

gggl'?"" your present vacuum leaves behind? 

L800'637'5587ext. CX299 
Risk Free 30-Day Home Trial. Free Shipping . CX299 

□ Please call me to arrange a risk free 30-day trial of the Oreck XL® Ultra and send me 
a $150 Verilux” Reading Lamp just for trying the Oreck XL Ultra. I understand I’ll 
receive the Housekeeper" Canister free with purchase and that shipping is free. 

□ Yes, I would like more information on the amazing S-pound Oreck XL Ultra and 
include details of Greek’s IS-month Interest-Free Payment Plan. 

Name   

Address_ 

City  

Tel ( 

State_ 

e-mail 
optional Call 1'800'637'5587 or visit oreck.com/oct 

ORECK 
Nothing gets by an Oreck.® 

Oreck Direct, LLC 100 Plantation Road, New Orleans, LA 70123 



Visit www.apply.citicards.com (offercode:F3M4> 
or call 1-800"913“1034 by 1/15/06 to apply. 

*After the promotional period, your standard APR for purchases will be applied to all remaining balance transfer amounts. (As of August 1, 2005, the standard variable 
APR for purchases: 12.74%; the standard variable APR for cash advances: 21.24%.) However, if you default under any Card Agreement that you have with us, we may 
automatically increase the rate on all balances (including any promotional balances) to a variable default rate of 30.24%. We may also increase the promotional rate if 
you fail to make payments to another creditor when due. The minimum finance charge is $0.50. Foreign purchase transaction fee is 3.0% of purchase amount after its 
conversion into U.S. dollars. The transaction fee for cash advances is 3.0% of the amount of each cash advance, $5 minimum. The transaction fee for balance transfers 
is 3.0% of the amount of each balance transfer, $5 minimum, $75 maximum. However, we will waive the balance transfer transaction fees on balances you transfer in 
response to this offer. 

**First balance transfer and $100 in purchases must post to your account and not be returned within 3 months of becoming a cardmember to receive this rate until 
March 1,2007, otherwise rate lasts only until December 1,2006. Balance transfers, cash advance fees and finance charges do not gualify as purchases under this offer. 
New cardmembers only. Subject to credit approval. Additional terms and conditions apply. 

***You may accumulate a maximum of $300 in Dividend Dollars in a calendar year, payable in checks of $50 or more only upon your reguest. However, this offer allows you to 
contact us within the first 90 days of cardmembership to request any cash back amount you may have earned during your trial period. Dividend Dollars earned through the 
Citi® Dividend Merchant Network do not count toward the calendar year maximum of $300 in Dividend Dollars. You will be given further information when you call to apply. 

©2005 Citibank (South Dakota), N.A. Citi, Citibank, Platinum Select and Citi and Arc Design are registered service marks of 
Citigroup Inc. 

MasterCard® is a registered trademark of MasterCard International Incorporated. 0-DVZN5-0E1-B25 


