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COMMENTARY ILLINOIS 

Free Tax Filing and 
Tax Credits Available 

With April 15 approaching, 
taxpayers are gathering 

their records and preparing to 
file their 2003 tax returns. Before 
you begin, you should consider 
some of the filing programs and 
tax credits that IRS offers. If you 
are eligible, these programs and 
credits can make your tax--filing 
season much easier and may even 
reduce the amount of tax you 
owe. 

Free File 
You may be one of millions 

of taxpayers who will be able to 
prepare and file their 2003 federal 
tax returns electronically this year 
— for free. At least 60 percent, or 
78 million taxpayers, are eligible 
to use free commercial online tax 
preparation software to e-file. 

Free File, available at 
IRS.gov, gives taxpayers free 
access to the benefits of online 
tax preparation and e-filing. Filing 
taxes electronically is easy, fast 
and secure. Plus, people receive 
their refunds in half the time of 
a paper return. Free File applies 
only to the federal tax return. 

The IRS and the Free File 
Alliance, a private-sector consor¬ 
tium of tax software companies, 
formed a partnership last year 
to help taxpayers electronically 
prepare and file their federal tax 
returns for free. Each Free File 
Alliance member sets taxpayer 
eligibility requirements for its 
program, and the requirements 
differ from company to company. 
Generally, eligibility will be based 
on factors such as age, adjusted 
gross income, state residency, 
military status, eligibility to file 

a Form 1040EZ or receive the 
Earned Income Tax Credit. Not 
all taxpayers are eligible for these 
free services. 

The software eliminates most 
common errors, such as math 
errors, that can hold up a refund. 
You also get an acknowledgment 
of receipt of your electronically 
filed return by the IRS. 

Child Tax Credit 
You may be able to claim 

a child tax credit if you have a 
qualifying child. For 2003, the 
maximum amount of the credit 
was increased to $ 1,000 for each 
qualifying child. 

A qualifying child is a child 
who: 
• Is claimed as your dependent, 
• Was under age 17 at the end of 

2003, 
• Is your son, daughter, adopted 

child, descendant of a child, 
stepchild, or eligible foster 
child, and 

• Is a U.S. citizen or resident. 
The credit is limited if your 

modified adjusted gross income 
is above a certain amount. The 
amount at which this phase out 
begins depends on your filing 
status, as shown below: 
Married Filing Joint $110,000 
Head of Household/Single/ 

Qualifying Widow/ 
W idower $ 7 5,000 

Married filing Separate ....$55,000 
Individuals entitled to receive 

the child tax credit may also be 
eligible to receive the child and 
dependent care credit and the 
earned income credit. Publication 
972, Child Tax Credit, contains 
more information. 

Earned Income Tax Credit 
Working taxpayers with 

low incomes may qualify for 
the Earned Income Tax Credit 
(EITC), a federal tax credit for 
individuals and families meeting 
certain income and eligibility 
guidelines. The EITC reduces 
the amount of taxes you owe and 
may result in a refund check. To 
qualify, you must work and have 
earned income. Earned income 
includes taxable wages, salaries 
and tips, net earnings from self- 
employment and gross income 
received as a statutory employee. 

To be eligible for a full or 
partial credit, you must have an 

j adjusted gross income of less than: 
• $33,692 ($34,692 married 
filing jointly MFJ) and two or 
more qualifying children; 
• $29,666 ($30,666 MFJ) and 
one qualifying child; 
• $11,230 ($12,230 MFJ) with 
no children. 

To learn more about these 
programs and credits, visit 
www.irs.gov. 

Sonya Jacobs is a Taxpayer 
Education Specialist with 
the Stakeholder Partnership, 
Education and Communication 
Branch in the Wage and 
Investment Division of Internal 
Revenue Service. She helps 
train more than 600 IRS volun¬ 
teers throughout central and 
southern Illinois. 

The opinions and views of guest commen¬ 
tators are their own and may not represent 
those of the Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives or the electric co-ops of 
Illinois. 
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"...The amazing thing, of course, is the speed at which it works..." 

New High-Speed Diet Formula Used By Top Fashion 
Models Produces An Extremely Fast Weight-Loss! 
"...contains an enormously-effective ingredient from the Himalayas now available in the U.S. for the first time!" 

"I lost 37 pounds in just 8 weeks!" If you are overweight, this is the most important 

message you will ever read. 

Here is why. 

There is now an all-natural (and ultra-fast acting) 

diet formula which destroys fat... even if... you cheat 

or refuse to diet. News of this "killer" fat-fighting 

product (it's from the Himalayas) is spreading like 

wildfire from one top fashion model to another... all 

over the world! 

Why? The answer is easy: You see, even though this 

product is extremely bio-active, it contains no drugs 

whatsoever... and... according to very impressive 

anecdotal evidence... 

It Burns Off More Fat Than Running 98 
Miles Per Week! 

This product contains several highly-unusual ingre¬ 

dients (three of which are extremely hard to find) 

which are combined together... in such a way... that 

scientists call it "synergistic." This means... all... of 

the ingredients... are... much more effective at pro¬ 

ducing a high-speed weight-loss. This is because 

of the way each of the ingredients interacts with each 

of the other ingredients. Thus, this unique formula 

produces a safe "thermogenic" (fat-buming) effect 

which is... so effective... 

Adipose Tissue (Body Fat) Is Almost 
Immediately Destroyed And Flushed Right 

Out Of Your Body! 

Why does it work so fast? The secret is in the ingre¬ 

dients and the ingenious way they are combined. 

The main ingredient (the one from the Himalayan 

Mountains) maximizes and optimizes your body's 

natural metabolic process. Therefore, it promotes the 

utilization (bum-off rate) of body fat and prevents it 

from being stored. 

Another works as an insulin mimic to normalize 
your blood sugar level. (Note: This is very impor¬ 

tant... because... it is a low blood sugar level which 

causes intense food cravings.) 

Another ingredient is a potent antioxidant which 

enhances your immune system and provides "insur¬ 

ance" your metabolism remains at a continuously 

high level. 

The other ingredients influence the thyroid gland, 

assist in vitamin and mineral absorption and reduce 

cravings for sugar and fatty foods. 

Warning! 
Obviously, this is not an ordinary diet product. It 

is tndy extra-ordinary. If you follow the simple 

instructions and use the product with water as direct¬ 

ed... YOU WILL...reverse years of overeating! 

However, there is a trend in this country (especially 

among attractive women) to want to be dangerously 

thin. Therefore, before you start any weight-loss pro¬ 

gram (especially one which works as fast as this one) 

you should get advice from your physician on how 

fast it is safe for you to lose weight. Also, you and 

your physician... together... should determine your 

personal, perfect weight goal. 

copyright 2004 AVS Marketing 

Guaranteed Weight-Loss! 
Because this product is so incredibly effective... 

and... because it is natural and so safe... it is being 

sold with the most amazing guarantee in the world. 

Check this out: Take the product as directed and fol¬ 

low the simple instructions which come in the pack¬ 

age. Then, just look in the mirror every day and see 

the visible results of unwanted fat... unwanted flab... 

unwanted cellulite... totally disappear... right before 

your very eyes! You will be totally thrilled with your 

safe, rapid and dramatic weight-loss. However, if 

you are not satisfied, simply return the empty prod¬ 

uct container with a short note about how you took 

the product (three times a day with water) and fol¬ 

lowed the simple instructions... and then... AVS 

Marketing (the only company authorized to sell this 

product in the U.S.) will send you... double your 

money back! 

And, guess what? This is not a 10-day guaran¬ 

tee. This is not a 30-day guarantee. This is not a 

90-day guarantee. No. This is a Lifetime guarantee! 

How can AVS Marketing make such a guarantee? 

How can they offer a Lifetime... double-your-money- 

back... guarantee? 

Well, you can only make this type of guarantee... 

if... you are 100% certain... your product is going 

to... almost force... people to lose every single pound 

of all their excess weight. 

It's just that simple. 

The name of this product is the "Himalayan Diet 

Break-through" and, it is easy to order. All you have 

to do is call 1-866-202-3837 ext. IL44 and order with 

your credit card. By the way, this is a toll-free number (it 

won't cost you a penny) and you can call anytime... 

24-hours per day... 7-days a week. 

Supply Options: S39.95 for a 30-day supply. 

$69.95 for a 60-day supply (you save 12.5%)... or... 

a full 90-day supply for only $97.97 (you save 

18.3%). Whatever quantity you choose, you must 

include $5.95 per order for standard delivery and han¬ 

dling arriving in 3-4 weeks. Add only $5.00 and your 

Himalayan Diet Breakthrough will be shipped within 

24 hours via United States Postal Service Priority 

Mail arriving as fast as 5-7 business days (sometimes 

even sooner). There is an enormous demand for this 

product...if our phone lines are busy...please keep 

calling back. 

For Fastest Service, order online at 

www.orderhdb.com 
Or call... 

866-202-3837 
Ext. IL44 

Checks and money orders can be sent to: 

AVS Marketing 
13941 Fairhaven Rd. 

RO. Box 488, Dept. IL44 
Thomson, IL 61285 

P.S. You should not order a 90-day supply... unless... 
you need to lose more than 50 pounds. 

These statements have not been evaluated by the Food and Drug 
Administration. This product is not intended to treat, diagnose, 
cure, or prevent any disease. Always follow a sensible diet and 
make time for some type of physical activity for best results. 
Sara’s results may be atypical. Never try to use this product to lose 
weight too quickly. Results are guaranteed but vary from individ¬ 
ual to individual. 

"After using the Himalayan Diet Breakthrough for just two months, I went down to a size 3!" 

"Taking off these pounds was the best thing that ever happened to my modeling career. As you can 
see I’m delighted with my new weight of 107. / recommend this new product to all my friends who 
need to lose weight fast but don’t want to use dangerous stimulants like ephedra, caffeine or Ma 
Haung. Himalayan Diet Breakthrough really works. Thanks again." 

Sara DuBerrier 
Fashion Model 

"...just look in the mirror every day and see the visible results 
of unwanted fat... unwanted flab... unwanted cellulite... totally disap¬ 
pear... right before your very eyes..." 



CURRENTS NEWS LEGISLATION TRENDS RESEARCH 

Western Illinois 
Entrepreneurship 
Center Opens 

The new Entrepreneurship Center for Western 

Illinois has a home in Seal Hall on the Western 

Illinois University campus and is open for 

business. 

The center is located in Seal Hall Room 211 

and Sadiq Shah, Western's former director of 

Technology Transfer, has been named director. 

Shah and the center will collaborate with other 

WIU outreach units such as the Small Business 
Development Center, Illinois Institute for Rural 

Affairs and technology transfer services. 

In addition, the center will work closely 

with economic development units and the 
Entrepreneurship Center network within west- 

central Illinois to support economic development 

and entrepreneurial initiatives. 
Individuals can learn more about services 

for entrepreneurs and existing businesses at 
www.wiuec.org. 

Co-op Leaders Urged To Remain True To 
Principles and Values 

Glenn English, Chief Executive Officer of the 

National Rural Electric Cooperative Association 

(NRECA), eulogized the “now discredited concept 

of retail wheeling, killed not by its detractors but 

by the greed of its most ardent supporters.” His 

remarks were made to co-op leaders at NRECAs 

annual meeting in February. 

“Today the buzzwords are re-regulation, 

reliability and responsibility,” said English. 

The deregulators and retail wheelers over¬ 

promised and under-delivered. Deregulated retail 

markets collapsed and prices rose. “We remained 

true to our roots and as self-regulated, responsible 

and reliable utilities, we are now on the cutting edge.” 

English urged local co-op leaders to reflect on the recent past and to reaffirm 

the importance of adhering to the cooperative principles and values. “In the 

post-Enron era, we will be held accountable for the decisions we make and the 

manner in which we direct our businesses,” he said. “We must remain vigilant, 

educating and indoctrinating a new generation of co-op leaders, ensuring 

that the corporate abuses of the past decade never encroach upon the electric 

cooperative network.” 

NRECA represents more than 900 consumer-owned electric cooperatives, 

which provide electric service to more than 37 million people in 47 states. 

Glenn English, NRECA 

CEO, urged co-ops to 

reflect on the recent past 

and to reaffirm the impor¬ 

tance of adhering to the 

cooperative principles 

and values. 

Co-ops Help Students Learn To 
EnergyNet, based in Bloomington, has partnered with the Illinois 

Touchstone Energy® co-ops to help students understand energy issues and 
help their schools find ways to save energy. 

The EnergyNet program creates young energy 
detectives, who can be found scouring their schools 
and homes in search of energy thieves. Energy 
thieves can be the actual building, the people in it, 
and/or heating/cooling equipment. 

In another segment of the program, older 

students become energy auditors, who take respon¬ 

sibility for reducing their school's energy use 

and costs. They take an in-depth look at energy 

bills, energy practices, infiltration points, lighting 

and equipment. Auditors graph their data, 

research energy efficient solutions, implement 

energy saving campaigns, track environmental 

implications and correspond with energy experts and energy auditing teams 

at other schools. Energy auditors can reduce their school's energy bills by an 

average of 15 percent. 

According to Bob Dickey, Marketing Manager at Eastern lllini Electric 

Cooperative, Paxton, "The EnergyNet Program is educating students by 
utilizing project based learning and incorporating technology in new and 
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Conserve Energy 
exciting ways. EnergyNet demonstrates how this process of learning, with 
direction from the teacher, actively involves the students. They learn the 

importance of being energy efficient and environ¬ 
mentally conscious." 

Also, a partnership between Touchstone 
Energy cooperatives and Discovery Channel School 
has created an interactive energy education 
package. The Get Charged! Electricity and You kit 

contains a lesson plan, teacher's resource guide, 

10 student activity books, two videos and an 

interactive CD. The materials meet the National 

Academy of Science's National Science Education 

Standards for energy education. 
For more information about these programs, 

contact your local Touchstone Energy cooperative, 

or Nancy Nixon at the Association of Illinois Electric 

Cooperatives at (217) 529-5561, or e-mail her at nnixon@aiec.coop. 

Touchstone Energy is an alliance of more than 610 electric cooperatives 

across the country serving their members with four core principles — 

integrity, accountability, innovation and commitment to community. 

For more information about Touchstone Energy, log on at 
www.touchstoneenergy.coop. 

www.icl.coop 



Generation Keeping Up With Demand, 
Transmission Questionable 

Electricity generation is expected to keep pace with growing North American demand over the 

next few years, but the wholesale transmission system might not, experts said in a forecast of electric 

reliability. 

Those responsible for delivering bulk power must closely follow reliability standards to keep the 

system dependable, the North American Electric Reliability Council (NERC) said in its 2003-2012 

reliability assessment. 

Guaranteeing reliable service will also require close coordination of generation and transmission 

planning and construction, NERC said. 

Current trends in new generation should guarantee adequate power through 2012, absent serious 

political, regulatory, fuel pricing and construction problems, it added. 

While the grid, overall, is expected to perform with reliability in the near future, portions are 

nearing their reliability limits as demand drives an increasing flow of power, it noted. 

"Well-known transmission constraints are recurring, while new constraints are appearing as elec¬ 

tricity flow patterns change," NERC said. 

Reliability coordinators, transmission planners and systems operators must regularly communicate 

and coordinate their actions to preserve grid reliability, it said. 

The Aug. 14 Northeast-Midwest blackout was a wakeup call for the industry to guarantee the 

system's smooth operation, said Michehl Gent, NERC President and CEO. 

Source: Bill Pritchard, Electric Co-op Today 

Rural Schools Unfairly Targeted by 
Illinois Assessment Program 

The Illinois method of classifying schools according to student perfor¬ 

mance on the Illinois Standards Achievement Test doesn’t take into account 

social and economic factors. Because of this, rural schools could be unfairly 

categorized, say the authors of a recent study. 
Researchers Beck, Shoffstall and Rau from Illinois State University 

examined the relationship between performance on the state achievement 

tests and socioeconomic factors that are beyond the control of schools. They 

found that 11 percent of students in schools in the top performance category 

(“Exceeding Expectations”) are poor. By contrast, 95 percent of those in 

schools in the lowest category (“Academic Watch”) are poor. 

The research also shows that rural schools outperform non-rural schools 

when scores are adjusted to account for socioeconomic factors. But a high per¬ 

centage of rural schools will be designated as not meeting standards under the 

Illinois Assessment Plan, which like other states’ systems, does not take such 

factors into account. 

Under the Illinois system, high performing schools - with mainly white 

students and usually located in wealthy suburbs - will be eligible for regulatory 

waivers, cash awards and public recognition. Low performing schools will be 

subject to various sanctions such as the removal of the school board, reassign¬ 

ment of administrators and audits. 

Source: www.ruraledu.org - Rural Policy Matters a newsletter 

of rural school and community action 

Don't Fall For 
E-mail Scams 

If you receive an e-mail from 
another country asking for help 
transferring money do not respond. It 
is just one of the many e-mail scams. 
Below is an example. 

“We are members of a special 
committee for budget and planning 
of the Nigerian National Petroleum 
Corporation (NNPC). With our 
positions, we have successfully secured 
for ourselves the sum of twenty- 
one million, five hundred thousand 
United States dollars (US $21.5m). 
Based on information gathered about 
you, we believe you would be in a 
position to help us in transferring this 
fund (US $21.5m) into a safe account. 
It has been agreed that the owner of 
the account will be compensated with 
20 percent of the remitted funds. This 
transaction is 100 percent risk free.” 

These scams have taken the life 
savings of many unsuspecting people. 
For Internet fraud tips go to the 
National Consumer League Web site 
www.fraud.org. The Federal Trade 
Commission also has Internet fraud 
tips at www.ftc.gov. Another site is 
http://hoaxhusters.ciac.org. Or simply 
follow the updated old adage - if it 
sounds too good to be true, trash that 
e-mail. 

Protect Your Health 
and Environment 

Go to the new Web site www.thisland.uiuc.edu 
for an online resource of information on 
protecting your health and the environment. 
Produced by the University of Illinois Extension 
"This Land" is an information series that extends 
its reach from the backyard to the back forty. 

For homeowners, this could mean cutting 
down on chemical use in the yard, managing 
yard waste and household waste, improving the 
indoor environment, and more. For farmers, it 
means finding ways to reduce soil erosion, cut 
chemical costs, and improve groundwater and 
surface water without sacrificing yields. 

There are three parts to the "This Land" 
project: 57 Ways to Protect Your Home 
Environment (and Yourself); 50 Ways Farm¬ 
ers Can Protect Their Groundwater; 60 Ways 
Farmers Can Protect Surface Water 

For each of these three subject areas, you 
can order a comprehensive, extensively illus¬ 
trated book. Or you can explore an online slide 
program—a condensed version of each book. 
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Grants Help Western Illinois Wineries, 
Value-Added Agriculture 

As part of the Opportunity Returns regional economic development plan for West Central Illinois, 

Governor Rod Blagojevich has provided two grants totaling more than $45,000 to help boost Illinois 

wineries, as well as promoting value-added agriculture through the commercial production of 

milkweed. 

"Illinois wineries have the potential to generate millions of dollars and make even more significant 

contributions to regional economies like those in West Central Illinois, and by funding an additional 

value-added agriculture project we will be helping to develop a new market for Illinois products as 

well," Governor Blagojevich said. "These grants are squarely focused on helping Illinois agriculture 

expand and diversify." 

The Illinois Grape Growers and Vintners Association (IGGVA) will receive a $17,450 Agri-First grant 

designed to help it improve the quality of wine and grapes produced in Illinois in an effort to boost 

sales in a market expected to generate up to $51 million annually by 2010. Another $30,000 grant, 

through the Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity (DCEO), will help Western Illinois 

University establish the first commercial scale production field of common milkweed in Illinois. 

"We need to help the wine industry grow and expand our efforts to promote value-added 

agriculture," said Illinois Department of Agriculture Director Chuck Hartke. 

The grant to Western Illinois University will help it establish the first commercial scale production 

field of common milkweed in Illinois. A Nebraska-based company has developed a method of using the 

^ Web Site 
^ Provides Rural 

«$Pf 

Community 
Resources / 

A new Web site from 

the University of Illinois 

Extension called Local 

Community Resources 

provides rural community 

leaders with easy access 

to resources and fact 

sheets covering water 

quality, land use planning, 

government finance, 

meeting management and 

other resources. Go to 

www.urbanext.uiuc.edu/lcr. 

Economy Growth 
May Lead to Jobs 

m 

floss from milkweed as a non-allergenic fill to replaced imported duck and goose downs. The company 

currently relies on wild hand-harvested milkweed to sustain their business and is now seeking a stable 

commercial source to bolster their business. An average of 900 pounds of floss can be harvested from a 

single acre at a price of $3 to $5 per pound, a significant potential windfall for area farmers. 

Illinois Farms Decrease In Number, 
Increase In Size 

The Illinois Department of Agriculture will use new census figures released 

by the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s National Agricultural Statistics 

Service (NASS) to assess changes in farming recorded over the last five years. 

“This census serves as a measuring tool that lets us track the direction of 

industry trends,” Illinois Agriculture Director Chuck Hartke said. The total 

number of all U.S. farms and ranches in 2002 was 2,129,226, a four percent 

decline from 1997. In Illinois the number of farms fell 8 percent, from 79,112 

in 1997 to 73,025 in 2002. 

For instance, the number of farms in Illinois has decreased nearly eight 

percent, but in the last five years we’ve only actually lost about one percent of 

our farm ground. The average size of a farm is simply getting larger. 

“In Illinois alone more than 5,200 women are the principal operators on the 

family farm. That’s how it’s always been on my farm,” Hartke said. “I’m glad to 

see the numbers are finally reflecting women’s hard work and contribution to 

the agriculture industry.” Nationally, 27 percent of total agricultural operators 

were women in 2002. 

All reports from the census are available through the NASS Web site at 

www.usda.gov/nass/. 

The economy may grow as much as 5 percent 

this year—the strongest pace since 1984—and 

may lead to faster job gains, says Federal 

Reserve Chairman Alan Greenspan. Low inflation 

will allow the central bank to remain "patient" 

before raising interest rates, he says. 

"The picture has brightened," Greenspan 

told the House Banking and Financial Services 

Committee. "Prospects are good for sustained 

expansion of the U.S. economy" and "employ¬ 

ment will begin to grow more quickly before long 

as output continues to expand." The forecast of 

Federal Reserve policy makers is that low bor¬ 

rowing costs for corporations and consumers, 

profit growth from productivity gains, and rising 

confidence should help the economy expand 4.5 

percent to 5 percent this year, Greenspan said. 

The Federal Reserve has never raised interest 

rates during an election year, and many analysts 

believe that they will continue this trend through 

2004. The bank prime rate is currently at 4.0 

percent. 

Source: Jason Frenz and Scott Ewing, 

CFC Financial Analysts 
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April brings more than rain showers. It also 
brings Arbor Day on the 25th. Since 1887, 

Arbor Day has been celebrated in Illinois as a 
time to encourage tree planting and good tree 
care. 

Don’t forget summer’s coming. You may 
be planning ways to beat the heat. Trees are a 
good solution. If you plant trees on the south- 
west and west sides of your home, they can 
block the sun and dramatically reduce the heat 
in your house. 

The Department of Energy estimates that 
just three trees positioned correctly around a 
house can cut the energy used for cooling by 
one-fourth. And in the winter, those same 
trees can can cut your heating costs by 10-20 
percent. But be aware that a tree on the south 
side of a house can actually increase heating 
costs in the winter because it casts shade. 

Remember that tall trees and power lines 
don’t mix. At some utilities, trees cause more 
power outages than any other source-some- 
times as high as 40 percent. Under a heavy 
load of ice, power lines can droop or sag several 
feet, and heavy winds can make them swing 
and sway. You don’t want your trees in their 
path. Tall trees planted near power lines must 
be pruned drastically (and unattractively), or 
cut down altogether. 

If you plant any kinds of trees near power 
lines, make sure they’re small and that they’ll 
stay small. Trees that are 25 feet or less, such 
as redbuds, dogwoods or crabapples are perfect. 
Shrubs work too. Tall trees such as maple, oak, 
spruce or pine should be planted at least 50 
feet away from power lines. 

Also don’t forget about underground power 
lines when you’re planting that lovely young 
sapling you bought. Call your local co-op be¬ 
fore you plant to make sure you don’t dig up 
something you shouldn’t. The result could be a 
shock. 

Despite all the precautions, planting trees is 
well worth it. The National Arbor Day Founda¬ 
tion (ADF) gives many reasons to plant trees. 
Trees help the environment by cleaning the air; 
helping clean our rivers and streams; holding 
the soil in place, reducing polluted runoff into 
our waterways; and fighting global warming. 

Trees and shrubs can bring songbirds close 
to your home. Vegetation can also add from 
2-10 percent additional value to a property. In¬ 
dividual large diameter trees can have appraised 
values from $5,000-15,000 and more. 

To encourage people to plant more trees, 
the ADF offers 10 flowering trees when you 
join the foundation for just $10. You also get 
the bimonthly publication Arbor Day, a mem¬ 
bership card, and The Tree Book with tree 
planting and care information. 

Dan Coffin, a certified Arborist, offers these 
additional tree planting tips: 

O Select the right tree for the right spot, look 
overhead and underground for power lines 
and other utilities. 

& Buy a tree with sound structure, and handle 
it carefully. 

O Planting depth is crucial. Too deep, it suffo¬ 
cates; too shallow, it dries up. The wider the 
hole the better. 

0 Remove as much “packing material” as you 
can - twine and treated fabrics can choke a 
plant. 

9 Don’t stake trees unless it’s windy, and even 
then use only one stake to the windward 
side and remove it the following year. 

O Mulch! It’s a wonder drug for trees, and all 
your plantings. Use it. (But no more than 
two inches.) 

Remember not to dig without calling your 
co-op, look up for power lines, and have a cool 
summer! 
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Itaditional crafts offer 
non-traditional gifts 

by Catrina McCulley 

In the 1700s, everything was made 
by hand, including clothing, 
shoes, soaps, candles and jewelry. 

By the 1800s, things began moving 
a little faster. The invention of the 
loom and the sewing machine near- 
ly tripled the production of cloth¬ 
ing, quilts and many accessories. 
The 1900s brought bottle-making 
machinery, which aided in a mass 
production of several products, such 
as bath soap, shampoo and many 
consumable items. 

As inventions got bigger and 
better, handmade products be¬ 

ImBerhouse Baskets 

came fewer and forgotten. Today, 
when we want to buy something 
special, we are likely to walk into 
a big name store, browse through 
a selection of mass-made mer¬ 
chandise, and happily walk out 
with our purchase. That’s what’s 
called industrial progress. 

But what seems to be missing 
from most manufactured goods 

today is the quality, uniqueness 
and charm that you get from 
handmade products. Rural craft- 
ers spend hours perfecting their 
techniques and researching 
materials in order to give their 
consumers the very best products 
possible. The following stories 
capture the talents of three rural 
Illinois crafters. 
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Timberhouse Baskets 
lor is (Dee) Bentley 
as been weaving 

baskets for the past 15 
years in the basement 
of her beautiful log 
home in rural Peters- 
burg. What began as 
a method of spending 
quality time with her 
daughter turned into 
a full-time hobby. Dee 
says, “My daughter 
asked if I would take 
a basket weaving class 
with her. I ended up 
enjoying it so much that 
I just kept taking them.” 
Dee says she averages 
about 75-80 baskets per 
year, which is pretty 
remarkable when you 
see how much detail 
she puts into every one. 
“Some of the baskets are 
fairly simple and only 
take an hour to make, 
and some are more 
involved and can take 
up to three days,” she 
says. “But I never get bored. All 
the new basket patterns I learn are 
a challenge and I get excited to 
work on them.” 

Dee belongs to many basket¬ 
weaving organizations, including 
the Indiana Basketmakers As¬ 
sociation, the Land of Lincoln 
Basketweavers Association and 
the Basket Art Guild. “When you 
belong to these basket organiza¬ 
tions, they offer basket-weaving 

surprised how the bas¬ 
kets turn out.” 

Dee also likes 
to work with natural 
materials, such as por¬ 
cupine quills and deer 
antlers. “My favorite 
basket to make is an 
antler basket. I use deer 
antlers as the handles. 
They are very popular. 
I’ve sold a lot of them. 
And oftentimes I will 
decorate them with 
Dreamcatchers,” Dee 
says. And recently, 
Dee has started making 
Hawaiian baskets, using 
the Lauhala plant. “I’ve 
just started working on 
the Hawaiian baskets. 
The materials are quite 
expensive, though.” 

Despite this, 
Dee tries to make her 
prices reasonable. “My 
baskets start at $8 and 
go up from there, de¬ 
pending on the size of 

the basket and the material it’s 
made out of,” she says. If you’re 
interested in seeing Dee’s bas¬ 
kets, they will be on display at 
the Garden Path on Route 97 in 
Salisbury on September 18, 2004, 
or you can see them at the Lin¬ 
coln Park District’s “Pride of the 
Prairie” show on November 27, 
2004, in Lincoln. Dee will be glad 
to take special orders at either of 
these shows. 

Dee works diligently on her Butterfly Basket. 

classes. This is how I learned to 
make most of my baskets. There 
are so many talented teachers out 
there,” Dee explains. 

But not all of Dee’s baskets 
were taught to her in a class. 
“Sometimes I get ideas from pic¬ 
tures, and I try to duplicate them. 
But you find out that you can’t 
always adapt the picture to your 
board, so you just have to let your 
imagination go. Sometimes I’m 

Joyce’s Country Quilts 
Tucked along a country road in 

rural Dahlgren is a quaint little 
quilt shop where owner Joyce 
Zimmerman spends many hours 
making handmade quilts. “I started 
quilting when I was 13. My mom 
was a quilter and I used to watch 
her. Now I have four daughters, 
and they’ve learned to quilt from 
watching me,” Joyce says. 

Joyce opened her shop a little 
more than a year ago and not only 
sells her handmade quilts, but also 
a variety of beautiful fabric and 
various quilting materials. A gen¬ 
erous person by nature, Joyce also 
allows other local craftspeople to 
display their handmade creations 
in her store. She will even take 
time to help beginning quilters 

learn her craft. “I’ve considered 
setting up a quilt in the store so 
that anyone that wants to come 
and learn can have the opportu¬ 
nity to practice,” Joyce says. 

Located in a rural area, busi¬ 
ness has been a bit slow, but Joyce 
keeps a positive attitude that 
things will pick up. “I’ve contact¬ 
ed the local tourism bureau, and 
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Joyce's Country Quilt Shop 

they are helping to get the word 
out about my store. I’d love to get 
to a point where tourists stop in 
as they are passing through.” And 
Joyce says she loves to make cus¬ 
tom quilts for people. “It’s easier 
when a customer can tell me what 
size, colors and design they want. 
That way I know I am making 
something that is unique to them 
that they will love.” 

When Joyce finishes a quilt, 
she says she really feels like 
she’s accomplished something. 
“Handmade quilts are better 
quality than the quilts made by 
a machine. When I look at ma¬ 
chine-made quilts, I think they 
look very sloppy.” People who buy 
a handmade quilt never regret it. 
“I like to use 100 percent cotton 
when I quilt. It’s the fabric that 
quilts the nicest. I usually make a 

standard queen size, 98x110 inch¬ 
es, and those usually sell for about 
$400 dollars. The price really de¬ 
pends upon the fabric used, how 

much quilting goes into it and 
what size the quilt is,” says Joyce. 
To find out more about Joyce’s 
quilts, call her at (618) 736-2385. 

Salt and Light Candle and Bath Shop 

As a young girl in her Girl Scout 
troop, Jody Armstrong, owner 

of Salt and Light Candle and 
Bath Shop in Salem, realized her 
interest in candle making. “We 
melted crayons together to make 
candles, and I loved it so much, I 
never stopped trying to figure out 
how to make them,” recalls Jody. 

In high school, Jody spent her 
free time making wedding unity 
candles and other fun types of 
candles. And even as an adult, 
Jody never lost her love of candle 
making. Soon she began mak¬ 
ing gift baskets for her friends at 
church. “They encouraged me 
to start selling my candles,” Jody 

says. After thinking about it for a 
while, she talked to her husband, 
Don, about the idea of opening 
a candle shop in their basement. 
“Don is supportive of everything 
I do, so he helped me do some 
research on candles and suppliers. 
That same weekend, a friend of 
ours told us about a 300-square- 
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foot storefront that was available, 
and before we knew it, we were 
opening a business,” says Jody. 

After deciding to start the 
new business, a name needed to be 
picked. “We are Christians and we 
wanted something that showed our 
glory for what God had done for 
us, hut we didn’t want it to sound 
too preachy,” recalls Jody. Don 
searched for a name in the Bible 
that dealt with light. He finally 
came up with the verse in Mat' 
thew 5:13'16 that says, “You are 
the salt of the earth. You are the 
light of the world.” 

“When he said that, I raised 
my voice and said, ‘That’s it! Salt 
and Light. I have recipes for bath 
salts and I thought we could say 
the salt is from the hath salts and 
the light is from the candles,” Jody 
remembers. From there, the Arm¬ 
strongs decided their shop would 
sell both candles and bath basics. 

“Our success has taken help 
from the whole family,” says Jody. 
“Don is the brains behind the 
recipes, our son Benjamin did a 
science project to determine what 
wicks were the best to use, and I 

Homespun 
Happiness 

For more handcrafted gift ideas, 
visit some of these other crafters 

located throughout Illinois. 

Alton Stained Glass Works: 
Custom made windows, lamps, 
cabinet doors, mirrors and gifts. 
Classes and supplies are also of¬ 
fered for the hobbyist. 412 E. 
Broadway, Alton, IL, 62002. 
Phone (618) 462-4145. 

Amish and Oak Furniture 
Store: The area’s largest selection 
of hand-crafted Amish and oak 
furniture, collectible prints and 
accessories. 1304 Tuscola Blvd., 
Tuscola, IL 61953. Phone: (217) 
253-9324 or (800) 500-3705. 

! make everything.” Jody says when 
making her candles, she uses a 
soft wax blend with essential oils 
and fragrances. “In our regular 
candles, we use a zinc wick and 
we learned how to use stearic acid 
and different kinds of chemicals 
to come up with a candle that 
bums clean. Our soy candles are 
all natural. We use a cotton wick 
in those. And since there is no 
petroleum in them like in typical 
candles, you will never get black 
soot from your candle. 

“Our friends have also been 
very supportive,” Jody adds. She 
recalls when they first opened for 
business, she asked some of her 
friends to be testers for her hath 
products. They loved the prod¬ 
ucts. She also had a good friend 
whose daughter has sensitive skin, 
and she enjoyed the products as 
well. “We like to say we don’t test 
on animals, just friends and small 
children,” Jody laughs. 

After their first year in busi¬ 
ness, Salt and Light Candle and 
Bath Shop had outgrown the small 
storefront. “We bought a 1,200- 
square-foot building, and now we 

can do everything right in the 
store,” she says. Jody wanted to 
create a shop that was warm and 
welcoming; a place that people 
would enjoy visiting. And that’s 
exactly what she did. “It was also 
important to me that people would 
be able to afford my products,” says 
Jodi. Everything in Jody’s store 
sells for under $30. She carries 
more than 200 different scents of 
candles, both paraffin and soy; she 
sells bath salts, milk baths, soap, 
face cleanser, fizz bombs, lip balm, 
lotions, body spritzers, coffee and 
more. To find out more about Salt 
and Light Candle and Bath Shop, 
visit www.saltandlightcandles.com, 
or call (618) 548-4636. 
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Associated Artist Gallery: A col¬ 
lection of fine arts and crafts from 
southern Illinois artists, including 
paintings, photos, sculptures, jew¬ 
elry, ceramics, weaving, tapestry, 
batik-dyed silks and cotton, stain 
glass, handmade hardwood furni¬ 
ture, gourd crafts and a wide assort¬ 
ment of cards. 715 S. University, 
Carbondale, IL 62901. Phone: 
(618) 457-4743 or (800) 526-1500. 

Backyard Hookin’: A quaint 
shop that brings you back in 
time with the art of primitive rug 
hooking. The hand dyed wool 
material is hooked into burlap to 
make heirloom rugs and unique 
gift items. All supplies are carried 
in the shop. Classes available too. 
316 S. Main St., Sandwich, IL 
60548. Phone: (815) 786-6958, 
Web site www.bmtillinois.net/ 
backyardhookin or e-mail 
backyardhookin@bmtillinois.net. 

Cedarville Art Glass: Dan Edler, 
a nationally known artist, creates 
fine art glass and sculptures. Col¬ 
lectors have been acquiring his 
work for more than 35 years. 100 
N Stephenson Street, Cedarville, 
IL 61032. Phone: (815) 563-4601, 
Web site www.edlerstudio.com or 
e-mail dan@edlerstudio.com. 

Clay Crazy Inc.: Pottery and 
ceramics studio offering classes in 
classic molded ceramics. Low fire 
decorative ware, stoneware and 
porcelain. Functional pieces and 
wheel thrown pottery. 1230 Da¬ 
vis Road Unit C, Woodstock, IL 
60098. Phone: (815) 338-3366. 

Prairie Fire Glass: Blown glass - 
stained glass. Glass blown on site - 
Demos daily. 217 W. Washington 
St., Monticello, IL 61856. 
Phone: (217) 762-3332 or Web 
site www.prairiefireglass.com. 
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AND HEALTH 

Safe Medicine Disposal 
Protects Your Family 

For decades we have been 
told by the medical com¬ 

munity to keep pharmaceutical 
products (over-the-counter and 
prescription) out of the reach of 
children, away from pets and to 
use them only as directed. These 
guidelines have prevented hun¬ 
dreds of deaths and accidental 
poisonings but what do you do 
when you need to dispose of out 
of date or unused medicine? 

Expired and unused 
medicines pose risks to your 
family, your community and your 
environment. Timely and proper 
disposal of these medicines reduce 
the risk of poisoning to children 
and pets, increase the effec¬ 
tiveness of wastewater treatment 
plants and improve water quality. 

There are primarily two 
recommended ways to dispose 
of medication: Flushing it down 
the toilet or placing it in the 
trash. 

The first method, flushing 
solid medications down the toilet 
and pouring liquid medications 
down the drain, is the method 
of disposal most recommended 
because it is convenient and 
immediately removes the threat 
of accidental poisoning to chil¬ 
dren and pets. 

However, scientists and water 
quality experts have been noting 
an odd phenomenon. Trace 
amounts of pharmaceuticals have 
been found in lakes and streams. 

How did this happen? First, 
small amounts of all medications 
have the potential to enter our 
environment either through 
excretion of internally digested 

medicines or washing off of exter- 
i nal medications. This source of 

contamination would be hard to 
eliminate as the drugs are being 
used as directed. 

A major source of con¬ 
tamination that can easily be 
eliminated is the recommended 
practice of flushing pills and 
dumping liquid medications down 
the drain. Although the inten¬ 
tion of this recommendation was 
very good (to decrease the risk 
of accidental poisoning) it inad¬ 
vertently may be causing harm as 
the life-long exposure to aquatic 
life and long-term consumption 
of such minute contaminants on 
humans is unknown. 

Finally, wastewater treatment 
facilities are not designed to filter 
out pharmaceuticals. Some of the 
treatment processes do capture 
a portion of some medicines, 
however, most products travel 
through the facility unharmed. 

Households relying on a sep¬ 
tic system should NEVER flush 
medicines down the toilet or the 
drain. These products upset the 
delicate bacterial balance needed 
to properly treat normal house¬ 
hold wastewater. 

So what is the best method 
for disposing of unwanted 
pharmaceuticals? The best 
option is a community house¬ 
hold hazardous waste collec¬ 
tion program. Contact your 
local health department or 
state Environmental Protection 
Agency to find out if there is a 
program in your area. 

The second best method is to 
follow a series of precautionary 

steps and then place the items in 
the trash. 

First, keep medicines in their 
original containers. The con¬ 
tainers are generally childproof 
and water tight reducing the risk 
of accidental poisoning to chil¬ 
dren and pets. 

Add water to solid drugs and 
add an absorbing agent, such as 
kitty litter or sawdust, to liquid 
medicines. This discourages any 
unintended use of the medicine. 

Double enclose the con¬ 
tainers in non-see through bags 
or containers. This serves two 
purposes; it eliminates immediate 
identification of the item and 
prevents it from spilling if the 
container is accidentally crushed 
before it reaches the landfill. 

Finally, store the bag or con¬ 
tainer in a safe location until you 
are carrying the trash outside 
for collection. This will greatly 
reduce the risk of accidental 
poisoning. 

The next time you dispose 
of expired or unused medicines, 
find out if there is a hazardous 
waste collection site near you. If 
there is not, follow the guidelines 
above to properly dispose of 
medicines and know that you 
are improving the safety of your 
family, your community and your 
environment! 

Jodie Tate is an Extension 
Educator, Natural Resource 
Management, at the Springfield 
Extension Center. You may 
contact Jodie by phone at 
(217) 782-6515 or by e-mail at 
jotate@uiuc.edu. 
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Trees that grow 
3-5 ft. per year! 

Green Rocket® 
Hybrid Cedar 
(Thuja Plicata x Standishii) 

■ Evergreen - grows 
3 ft. or more per year 

■ Use for year-round screens 
and windbreaks. 

Green Rocket at two years growth 
from 24" transplants 

Skyrise™ 
(Hybrid Salix) 

■ Grows 5 ft. or more 
per year 

■ Use for windbreaks, 
shade or privacy screens. 

Skyrise screen style at 15 months 

Other 
fast-growing 

trees and 
shrubs 

available - 
some grow 

up to 6 ft. 
per year. 

ADVANCED TREE TECHNOLOGY 
12818 Edgerton Rd. New Haven, IN 46774 • 888-749-0799 

www.advancedtree.com 

   J 

r ^ Homes... 

AL 
OMI'AW 

$6,695 
30x50x10 

23 Cause Galvalume Metal 

Price includes: 
Materials, Delivery and Construction 
with Engineered Trusses, a 10' or 12’ Sliding Door, One 

Warranty on Labor and Materials, and a 20 year limited 
warranty on Galvalume metal. 

^ Full)/ insured for your protection 
5 Price may vary based on location 
} Call for a free brochure & estimate 
} Major credit cards are accepted 
} Financing available IW.A.C.j 
ft Painted metal & many sires available 
ft Engineered buildings and kits available 

III 

FAX: 918-478-3591 • EMAIL: sales@nationalbarn.com 
OFFICE HOURS: Mon-Fri 8:00-5:00p,m, Sat 8-12cst 

iiationalbarn.com 
J Log On! For Pricing, Photos, Brochure, FAQ,,. 

HANCOCK FABRICS 
ONE DAY ONLY SINGER ONE DAY ONLY 

HEAVY DUTY SCHOOL MODEL 
Sew & Serge Sewing Machine 

America’s Sewing Machine Company will be demonstrating the Singer 2004 model school sewing machines for this event. 

“Especially Designed For Classroom Use” 
These Special Heavy Duty School Sewing Machines with METAL HOOKS are built for years of extended service. They 
are designed by The Singer Company for use in school classrooms. BRAND NEW IN FACTORY SEALED CARTONS. 

WHAT IS A SEW & SERGE SEWING MACHINE? 
1. IT IS A SOPHISTICATED SEWING MACHINE... That does Buttonholes (any size), Stretch Stitching, Invisible Blind Hems, Monograms 

Ribbing, Double Seams, Zippers, Sews On Buttons, Rolled Hems, Darning, Applique, Zig Zag, Basting, Blanket Stitch, Quilting, Pin 
Tucking, and much more; JUST TURN THE DIAL TO SEW MAGIC. 

2. IT HAS A PROFESSIONAL SERGING STITCH... That allows you to sew the seam and serge the edge of the material in one operation. 
With an optional side cutter you can trim the excess material. 

3. THEY ARE DESIGNED TO SEW ALL FABRICS... Such as Levi’s, Canvas, Upholstery, Nylon, Stretch Materials, Silk, Percale, Organdy 

THEY EVEN SEW LEATHER! Now You Have It All In One Machine!! 
ONE DAY ONLY 

EACH LOCATION 
Professional Demonstrators On Hand 

AND. 

Thurs. April 8 
115 Convenience Ctr. Rd. 

Champaign, IL 

Fri. April 9 
908 Eldorado Rd. 

Bloomington, IL 

YOUR PRICE WITH THIS AD 

*199 
Sat. April 10 

3437 N. University Ave. 

Peoria, IL 

25 YEAR LIMITED 

WARRANTY IS INCLUDED. 
CASH, CHECKS, MASTERCARD 

VISA, DISCOVER, AMERICAN EXPRESS 

Mon. April 12 
5836 E. State St. 

Rockford, IL 

Tue. April 13 
1498 N. Larkin Ave. 

Joliet, IL 

Wed. April 14 
4331 Lincoln Hwy. 

Matteson, IL 

Sun. April 18 
3812 Brady St. 

Davenport, IA 

Mon. April 19 

39ll 16th St. 

Moline II 

Tue. April 20 
431 Seventh Ave. S. 

Clinton, IA 

Wed. April 21 
1711 Lodge Dr. 

Janesville, Wl 
SINGER© is a registered trademark 

of the Singer Co. Limited Other Models Available At Similar Savings Sale Hours 11:00 AM til 6:00 PM 
Sat 11 til fi-.W Sun 1 til 6 
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YARD AND GARDEN 

Soil Building From 
The Ground Up 

f there is one lesson people 
learn over time, it’s that you 

can never have a soil that’s too 
good, unless you’re trying to grow 
rocks. 

A good soil is the foundation 
for a successful garden. A good 
soil can mean the difference 
between a healthy lawn and one 
full of weeds, a tree that grows at 
least 18'inches a year or one that 
ekes out just an inch. A good soil 
makes all the difference between 
bushels of juicy tomatoes and a 
few handfuls. 

There are those who recog¬ 
nize the importance of a good 
soil, but many recognize it too 
late. Once the plant is in place 
and growing, or attempting to 
grow, it’s hard to change the soil. 
It’s like saying “oh, the carpet pad 
isn’t thick enough” once all the 
carpet is laid and the furniture in 
place. 

Clay is the enemy. Sand 
is better though not the best. 
But instead of staying wet and 
drowning plants like clay, it drains 
quickly and plants need more 
water. The ideal soil will contain 
some clay and sand as well as silt, 
the particle in between the two. 

Once every four or five years, 
I dig up most of my flower beds in 
the early spring as the plants are 
just popping through the soil, lay 
the plants on tarps, and modify 
the soil again with large amounts 
of organic matter. 

Why every four to five years? 
Organic matter isn’t permanent 
like sand and clay. It continually 
decomposes or is eaten by worms 
and insects. Sooner or later, the 

plants are growing in clay again. 
The soil is tilled, and plants 

replaced the same day. If the 
plants are too large, they get 
divided. 

What’s the final outcome? 
My plants love the loose soil in 
the spring, develop a strong and 
extensive root system, and com¬ 
pensate by creating lots of foliage 
and flowers. 

The only things not dug out 
are the trees and shrubs, since 
they tend to be overwhelming. It’s 
tough to lay a 30 foot tree on its 
side, though don’t think I haven’t 
thought about it. That would 
allow me to move my birch to 
another spot. Reality always wins 
over dreams. 

Sure, this takes time. But a 
day once every four or five years 
isn’t much. And you can divide 
your yard into sections, so it’s not 
all done the same year. 

Any organic matter that’s not 
tied down gets mixed in. Some 
years it has been rich compost. 
Other years have included a com¬ 
bination of shredded leaves and 
peat moss. Dried manures have 
been added, though I tend to 
avoid anything that might have 
gone through the animal as hay 
(too many potential weed seeds). 
It’s not my goal to have an alfalfa 
field in my front yard. 

How much? Well, usually we 
say you can’t have too much of a 
good thing, but I’ve come to the 
conclusion that 6 to 8 inches of 
organic matter is enough to add, 
though it’s best to incorporate it 
in several tillings instead of all at 
once. You want to make sure you 

get the organic matter down deep. 
Two things you DO NOT 

want to do. First, adding sand to 
clay soil will not make it better 
unless you go with the rate of 8 
parts sand to 1 part clay. That 
means to improve one foot of 
clay, you’d have to add 8 feet of 
sand. You can immediately see the 
problem there. 

The reason is that while sand 
has irregular large particles that 
help drainage, the plate-like clay 
particles fill in the gaps and make 
drainage difficult. Sort of like 
sugar particles mixed with dried 
beans. 

The other thing not to do is 
add gypsum, even though there 
are people out there trying to sell 
it to you. 

Gypsum will work if the soil 
is sodium-based, as it is out west 
of the Rockies. However, here 
the soil is calcium based, which 
is exactly what gypsum is. Studies 
at the University of Illinois show 
no noticeable results in gardens. 
It might make you feel good, but 
instead, send me the money and 
I’ll wave my hands in the air and 
the resulting air disturbance will 
do the same thing to your soil. 

And I will be appreciative. 

David Robson is an Extension 
Educator, Horticulture, at 
the Springfield Extension 
Center, University of 
Illinois Extension, P.O. Box 
8199, Springfield, IL 62791. 
Telephone: (217) 782-6515. 
E-mail: drobson @uiuc. edu 
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FREE COLOR POULTRY CATALOG 
Over 100 varieties of poultry, shipped safely to your 
local Post Office. Baby Chicks, Exotic 
Rare Breeds, Fighting Games, Bantams, 
Guineas & Ducks. Visa, Mastercard & 
Discover. Marti Poultry Farm, PO Box 
27-7, Windsor. MO 65360. 

Ph: 660-647-3156 Fax:660-647-3999 
Website: www.martipoultry.com 

;afely to your 

HERITAGE 
BUILDING SYSTEMS® 

Established 1979 

Celebrating Our 

Anniversary 
We have sold over 25,000 pre-engineered 
metal buildings since 1979. We can 
fabricate any width, length or height building 
your project requires and we can deliver it 
to you anywhere in the world. Trust us and 
our experience. Call for a price quote. 

Visit us online at 
www.heritagebuildings.com. 

Mini Storage Sale 
^ 800.643.5555 A 

DENTURES 
IN ONE-DAY SERVICE 

Custom Upper and or Lower ^ . _ 
Opposing Imp. $15 V 4 n 
ADA Approved Materials ▼ I I I ^ pa 
Appointment Highly Advised I V W CAa 

GENERAL DENTISTRY 
WHERE SAP 

Adult Care Dentures 

DR. THOMAS ARNOLD 
101 Marshall Place 

CARMI, IL 62821 
Information or appointment 

Call 

18008258044 
or 618 382 8010 

A I _ Extractions and simple oral surgery at 
^ | ^ Q reduced fee with Dental appliance 

ail at Dr.'s quote 

Mt. Vernon 
 ■ 

V** I  
to St. * 
Louis E¥Z 
MO 

W Bentoi\ — | 

No personal 
checks please. 

m 
• s ;KVI 

Evansville 
I I IN 

Mobile Home 
Owners: ROOF KING 

Mobile Home Super Insulated 
Roof Over Systems 

40 Year Warranty 
Factory Direct From Roof King 

1 -800-748-0645 
www.roofking.net 

Less Than 30 Seconds! 

Introducing The Revolutionary 
SunSetter® Retractable Awning! 

If you're tired of having your outdoor enjoyment rained on...baked out...or 
just plain ruined by unpredictable weather... 

At last there is a solution! One that lets you take control of the weather on 
your deck or patio! It’s the incredible SunSetter® Retractable Awning! A sim¬ 
ple...easy-to-use...& affordable way to outsmart the weather and start enjoying 
your deck or patio more..sain or shine! 

The SunSetter®’ is like adding a whole extra outdoor room to your home... 
giving you instant protection from glaring sun...or sudden showers! Plus it’s 
incredibly easy to use...opening & closing effortlessly in less than 30 seconds! 

So, stop struggling with the weather... 
& start enjoying your deck or patio more! 

Call for a FREE Brochure <£ Video! 
1-800-876-8060 Ext. 2725 

Just unroll your SunSetter - 

it's quiet and easy! 

You choose full sun or total 
protection in just seconds! 

FREE Brochure & Video I 

Call Toll-Free: 1-800-876-8060 Ss! 
BfYes! Please send your FREE Brochure & Video...includ- I 
ing Special Savings now in effect...TODAY! 
Name  gl 

Address  J;l 

City State Zip  

Suffoeuen 
RETRACTABLE AWNINGS 

   fl 
,mportant: Be sure to give us your e-maii address to receive our best deals!) Jo I 

184 Charles Street, Dept. 2725 Malden, MA 02148 
Visit us today at www.sunsetter.com 



Check Your Ducts for 
Leaks, Mold and Dust 

Dear Jim: I see ads 
for furnace duct 
cleaning. Our children 

have allergies. How can I 
determine if the ducts need 
to be cleaned and how can I 
compare various duct cleaning 
companies? What other 
maintenance should I do to 
my ducts? - Ann T. 

Dear Ann: Some families 
can benefit tremen¬ 
dously from having ducts 

cleaned, and other families will 
notice no significant difference. 
Only your physician can deter¬ 
mine what is causing your 
children’s problems, so 
check there first. If poor 
indoor air quality, molds, 
etc. are suspected, then 
having the ducts profes¬ 
sionally inspected and 
cleaned may help. 

Your duct system may 
be driving up your utility 
bills and making your house 
uncomfortable even if it 
is perfectly clean. Many 
studies have shown the 
ducts in the typical home 
are leaky. When you look 
at a sheet metal duct system, 
there are many unsealed joints 
where one duct slips into another. 

The key to an efficient 
heating and cooling (HVAC) 
system is getting the heated and 
cooled air to rooms where you 
need it. If a percentage of the 
conditioned air is lost in the 
basement, attic, utility room or 
inside the walls, you will have 

uneven temperatures in your 
home. This often causes you to set 
the thermostat higher during win¬ 
ter or lower during summer to stay 
comfortable. 

When your furnace, air con¬ 
ditioner or heat pump is running, 
hold your hand near each duct¬ 
work joint to feel for leaky spots. 
Some spots will be visually 
obvious. Wrapping duct tape 
is a temporary fix, but it won’t 
hold up for years. Aluminum 
tape is more durable and long 
lasting. Professional contractors 
use a thick gray sealer compound 
(Miracle Duct Sealer), which you 
can spread over the joints for a 
permanent seal. 

Duct cleaning can also 
improve the efficiency of your 
furnace and air conditioner. 
Complete “duct cleaning” is 
more than just removing dust 
from inside the ducts. It also 
requires cleaning the blower, 
heat exchangers, cooling coils, 
and condensate pan. With these 
elements clean, air flows with 
less resistance through the entire 

system and the heat transfer from 
coils and heat exchangers surfaces 
is more efficient. 

All ducts are going to 
accumulate some dust over time. 
This generally is not a problem 
that requires cleaning unless 
your family experiences health 
problems. A duct cleaning com¬ 
pany can inspect the furnace 
ducts to show you how dirty they 
are. This is often done with a 
video camera in the ducts. 

If mold is present anywhere 
in the entire duct system, you 
should have them cleaned. It is 
sometimes difficult to determine 
if ducts contain just dust or also 
mold. To be certain, a lab can 

check it for you. This 
sometimes is as simple as 
touching a piece of tape 
on an inside duct surface 
and sending it to the lab to 
be analyzed. Check with 
your local Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) 
or health department office 
for locations of labs. 

There are several 
methods to clean ducts. 
One method is using 
an extremely powerful 
vacuum outdoors in a 

truck. A long hose is run to the 
furnace area and attached to 
the ducts. From the rooms, the 
dust inside the ducts is knocked 
loose with mechanical brushes, 
air jet brushes or air snakes. This 
eliminates any possibility of the 
dust leaking from the equipment 
into your house. 

Another excellent method 
uses a smaller vacuum unit that is 

Av¬ 
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When it comes to duct cleaning, don’t 

just shop for price. 

wheeled into your house near the 

furnace instead of being in a truck 

outdoors. Check with the con¬ 

tractor to make sure it has a high 

efficiency particulate airborne 

(HEPA) exhaust filter so the 

dust from the ducts does not 

get into the room air. A third 

method uses a rotating brush 

attached to the end of a vac¬ 

uum nozzle. The brush/nozzle, 

along with a video camera, is 

run through each of the ducts. 

There are actual dif¬ 

ferences in the quality of the 

work performed. A poor duct 

cleaning job can actually 

be worse than none at all 

because it stirs up the dust in 

the ducts. Look for companies 

in which their cleaning tech¬ 

nicians have National Air 

Duct Cleaners Association 

certification. 

Before you sign the 

contract, ask for visual 

evidence the ducts need to be 

cleaned. Ask the contractor how 

he plans to clean the other key 

components (heat exchangers, 

coils, pans, etc.). If one com¬ 

ponent is left unclean, it may 

re-contaminate the entire system. 

Ask for a full duct-length visual 

inspection after the job is done, 

preferably with a camera in the 

ducts. 

Write for (instantly download 
- www.dulley.com) Utility Bills 

Update No. 733 - list of 550 cer¬ 

tified duct cleaning companies 

across the country, descriptions 

of various cleaning methods and 

a checklist for selecting a duct 

cleaning company. Please include 

$3 and a business-size SASE. 

James Dulley, Illinois Country 

Living, 6906 Royalgreen Dr., 

Cincinnati, OH 45244 

James Dulley is a mechanical 
engineer who writes on a 
wide variety of energy and 
utility topics. His column 
appears in a large number of 
daily newspapers. 

Advantage 
Steel Buildings 

TOLL FREE 1-877-657-8335 
30x60x10 ~ $5448.00 
40x60x12 ~ $6795.00 
50x80x14 ~ $10793.00 

80xl50xl6(ml) ~ $27293.00 
Call today for price quote and literature. 

Mini storage, all sizes! 

www.advantagesteelbuildings.com 

IF YOU'RE FED UP WITH LEAKS, NOISE, 
COATING & HIGH ENERGY BILLS... 

THE APOLLO SUPER-SHIELD INSULATED ROOF 
IS THE SOLUTION TO THESE PROBLEMS. 

8003339562 
SERVING • 

• KENTUCKY OHIO 
• ILLINOIS 
SINCE 1987 

TRY OUR DR® FIELD and BRUSH MOWER for 

6 MONTHS RISK 
We’re so sure you’ll love it, we’re willing 
to extend this unusual invitation — 

Use our self-propelled, walk-behind brush 
cutter on your own property to— 
• CLEAR & MAINTAIN meadows, pastures, 

roadsides, fencelines, walking paths with ease! 
• CUT tall grass, weeds, brush, brambles — 

even saplings up to 2-1/2" thick! 
• CHOP/MULCH most everything you cut! 

If the DR® is not the hardest-working, 
most durable, easiest-to-use 
machine for clearing fields and 
brush that you’ve ever used, we’ll 
take it back and you won’t be out a 
We’ll even pay for shipping it both wavs! 

CALL 1-800-862-4466 
www.drfieldbrush.com 

Name 

Address 

YES! Please send me your FREE Catalog and Video about the new 
DR® FIELD and BRUSH MOWER, including models, powered 
attachments, and factory direct savings now in effect, and your 
6-MONTH RISK-FREE TRIAL 

TRY A DR® on your own property! If you’re 

not 100% satisfied after 6 months, we’ll take 

it back and you won’t be out a cent! 

_ State 

E-mail 
COUNTRY HOME PRODUCTS®, Dept. 48069X 
Meigs Road, P.0. Box 25, Vergennes, VT 05491 
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RESPIRATORY 
MEDICATION 

Free Pharmacy Consultation 

CALLTOLL FREE 

1-877-796-9088 
Do you have 

CORD, Emphysema, Bronchitis, Asthma 

...or take any respiratory medication such as 

• Albuterol • Cromolyn 

• Proventil • Ipratropium 

• Ventolin • Combivent 

• Atrovent • Pulmicort 

Respiratory Medication delivered to your home! 
Now providing diabetes supplies! 

We hill 
MEDICARE 

or private 
insurance. 

Visit our web site at 

www. phsameds. com 

Pharmacy Services of America 

7282 Plantation Rd, Ste. 104 
Pensacola, FL 32504 

At our electric co-op, 
we know the owners. 

Because we are the owners. 

Touchstone Energy ' 
The power of human connections 

www.aiec.coop 

Wravt? SO YEARS 

Wick 
Buildings 
A product of Wick Building Systems, Inc. 

CALL 800-356-9682 TODAY WWW.WICKBUILDINGS.COM 

SUPER SAVINGS COUPON 25% 
* ARE SUNROOMS 
* AFFORDABLE? 
^ Call now to experience 

honesty in pricing. 
Bring Mother Nature indoors 

* while enhancing the 
* architecture of your home. 
* ^ Free in-home estimate 

* ST^ RANTOUL PLAZA • 1-877.313-STAR * 
* ISUNROOMSI www.starsunrooms.com ★ 
★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 

PERMANENT SOLUTION TO YOUR 
MOBILE HOME ROOF PROBLEMS! 'The- Mobile* hotne Roo-fover SpecioJisT 

♦ LIFETIME WARRANTY AGAINST LEAKS 

♦ COMMERCIAL GRADE STEEL ROOFING 

♦ 2" ■ 3" INSULATION/LOWER UTILITY BILLS 

♦ IMPROVED APPEARANCE 

♦ ONE FOOT OVERHANG 

■+■ NO MORE ROOF RUMBLE 

on the web: www.roofover.com 

Sl-800-633-8969 

HEAR BETTER AND SAVE! 
Basic Full Shell Digital Full Shell 

Now $195 Now $895 

-AMERICA 
G CENTER 

Licensed Hearing Instrument Specialists 
1050 W. Hayward Drive 
Mt. Vernon, MO 65712 
800-354-1905 

526 N. Business 65 601 S. 291 Hwy 
Branson, MO 65616 Liberty, MO 64068 

800-649-6242 877-631 -5115 
www. midamericahearing. com 

“OUR BEST...FOR LESS...IN A DAY” 
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Guns & Ammo 
Rifle of the Year 

There was a time when owning a 
Henry rifle was a matter of life or death. 

I j„ I. ^ V ■ ? ?; immi ' MK T ■ ; r 

y it’s about adding a great 

Henry rifles shoot great, look great, are built with the 
smoothest actions, come with the famous Henry name and sell for 
affordable prices. That’s why we’re confident that you’ll enjoy and 
be proud to own any of the firearms in our ever growing family of 
Henry rifles. 

THE HENRY GOLDEN BOY 
AVAILABLE IN .22LR & .22 MAGNUM 

Henry Survival Rifle .22 

Henry Lever Action .22 

Henry Pump Action .22 

Henry .22 Magnum 

Henry Big Boy .44 Magnum 

generation to generation. 
The unique Henry U.S. Survival rifle is ideal for any 

outdoorsman seeking a rifle that easily fits in a backpack. 
Our Henry Pump Action .22 brings back the days of the old- 

fashioned shooting gallery. 
Thinking about that first rifle for a youngster? Choose from the 

new Henry Mini Bolt .22 or the Henry Lever Action Youth .22. 
The new Henry Big Boy .44 Magnum was inspired by the over¬ 

whelming demand of Henry rifle enthusiasts for a centerfire rifle 
with a smooth and slick action. The solid brass receiver and octagon 
barrel harken back to the first Henry rifles built 140 years ago. It’s 
bound to satisfy the needs of big-game hunters and Cowboy Action 
shooters as well. 

Take a look at a Henry rifle today. 
It’s no longer a matter of life and death. It’s 
about adding a beautifully crafted Henry rifle 
to your gun collection. 

MAIL THE COUPON BELOW FOR 
OUR FREE COLOR CATALOG. 

Henry Varmint Express .17 HMR 
(Scope not included) 

Henry Mini Bolt .22 

The Henry Lever Action, well known for its’ reliability, 
accuracy, handsome looks and smooth action, is available in 
.22 LR, .22 Magnum, and the new .17 HMR varmint cartridge. 

The award-winning Henry Golden Boy .22 LR or .22 Magnum, 
a headturner with its octagon barrel and gleaming receiver, is des¬ 
tined to be a family heirloom that will be handed down from 

Mail to: 

HENRY REPEATING ARMS CO 
110 81'1 Street 
Brooklyn, New York 11215 

I [/] Send me your FREE color catalog on all your 
rifles and a list of Henry dealers. 

I Name 

Address 

City State Zip 
ELEC COOP 

HENRY REPEATING ARMS COMPANY 
110 8th Street, Brooklyn, New York 11215 • Phone: (718) 499-5600 • Fax: (718) 768-8056 www.henryrepeating.com 



Candy Pizza 
Leslie Manion 

1 (18-oz.) pkg. Nestle refrigerated 
chocolate chip cookie dough 

1 C. Nestle semi-sweet chocolate 
morsels 

1/2 C. creamy or crunchy peanut 
butter 

1 C. coarsely chopped assorted candy, 
such as Butterfinger, Baby Ruth, 
Nestle Crunch, etc. 

Press or spread cookie dough evenly onto 
the bottom of a greased 12-inch pizza pan 
or 13x9-inch baking pan. Bake in a 375° 
oven for 11-15 minutes or until edge is set 
and center is still slightly soft. Immediate¬ 
ly sprinkle chocolate morsels over the hot 
cookie. Drop peanut butter by spoonfuls 
onto the morsels. Let stand for 5 minutes 
or until morsels become shiny and soft. 
Gently spread chocolate and peanut but¬ 
ter evenly over the cookie crust. Sprinkle 
candy in a single layer over pizza. Serve 
warm or at room temperature. 

Orange Sherbet Fruit Salad 
Leslie Manion 

2 C. boiling water 
2 sm. pkgs. orange gelatin 
1 can mandarin oranges, drained 
1 can crushed pineapple, drained 
1 pt. orange sherbet 

Dissolve gelatin in boiling water. Add 
sherbet, allowing to melt. Add fruit. Pour 
into 9x13-inch pan, chill. 

The employees of Union 
County Counseling Ser¬ 
vice in Anna, IL submit 

their cookbook, Mindful Menus. 
The book is soft-backed and spi¬ 
ral-bound, contains 87 pages of 
creative recipes and costs $10, 
plus $2.50 postage. To order, 
contact Leslie Manion at P.O. Box 
548, Anna, IL 62906, or call her 
at (618) 833-8551. 

Photos by Catrina McCulley 

Key Lime Pie 
Melissa Mcllvaine 

4 egg yolk, beaten 
2 (14'Oz.) cans sweetened 

condensed milk 
1 C. Key lime juice 
1 9-inch prepared graham 

cracker crust 
1-2 drops green food 

coloring (opt.) 

Preheat oven to 375°. Combine 
egg yolks, milk and lime juice; mix, 
Pour into unbaked cracker crust. 
Bake for 15 minutes. Top with dol¬ 
lops of whipped cream and lime 
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Members of the Church 
of the Holy Family Epis¬ 
copal in Lake Villa, IL 

submit their cookbook, Stable Sta¬ 

ples. The book is soft-backed and 
spiral-bound, contains 174 pages 
of wonderful recipes and costs $7, 
plus $3 postage. To order, contact 
Dorothy Swanson by e-mail at 
kiplings@us-netdirect.com; by 
mail at 2005 Comanche Trail, 
Round Lake Beach, IL 60073 or 
by phone at (847) 740-4680. 

3', 

Toll House Pie 

2 eggs 
1/2 C. flour 
1/2 C. sugar 
1/2 C. packed brown sugar 
1 C. butter, melted and cooled to room 

temperature 
1 (6-oz.) pkg. semi-sweet chocolate 

morsels 
1 C. chopped walnuts 
1 9-inch unbaked pie shell 
Whipped Cream 

Preheat oven to 325°. In a large bowl, 
beat eggs until foamy. Add flour, sugar 
and brown sugar; beat until well blended. 
Blend in butter. Stir in chocolate morsels 
and walnuts. Pour into pie shell. Bake 1 
hour. Remove from oven. Serve warm 
with whipped cream. Freezes well. 

Italian Tomato Salad 

1 med. onion, cubed 
4 med. tomatoes, cut into chunks 
2 cloves garlic, chopped fine 
1/2 tsp. oregano 
1/4 C. salad oil 
1 sm. hot pepper, chopped 
Salt and pepper, to taste 

Mix ingredients and drizzle with oil. 
Chill 1 hour. Serve with chunks of Italian 
bread. 

Impossible Taco Pie 

1 lb. ground beef 
1/2 C. onion, chopped 
1 (1-1/4'OZ.) env. Taco seasoning mix 

1 (4-oz.) can green chilies, chopped 
and drained 

1-1/4 C. milk 
3/4 C. Bisquick 
3 eggs 
2 tomatoes, sliced thin 
1 C. Monterey Jack cheese, shredded 

Preheat oven to 400°. Grease a 10x1- 
1/2-inch pie plate. Cook and stir beef and 
onions until brown. Drain and stir in taco 
seasoning mix. Spread in pie plate; top 
with chilies. Beat milk, bisquick and eggs 
until smooth in a mixer. Pour into the pie 
plate and bake for 25 minutes. Remove 
from oven and add tomatoes and cheese. 
Bake 8-10 minutes more. Cool 5 minutes. 
Can be served with sour cream, chopped 
tomatoes, shredded lettuce and cheese if 
desired. 

Visit www.icl.coop to 
see an archive 

of past Illinois Country 
Living recipes. 

Illinois Country 
Cooks Cookbook 

Sale!!! 
For a limited time, you can purchase 

our wonderful cookbook for the dis¬ 

counted price of $12. We will even ship 

it for free. That’s a savings of nearly $6. 

Make sure you get one while supplies 

last. They make wonderful gifts. If you 

would like a 

copy, send 

a check 

for $ 12 for 

each copy 

to Illinois 

Country 

Living, 

Attention 

Catrina Mc- 

Culley, PO 

Box 3787, 

Springfield, IL 

62708. 
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Anna 

Hartline Htg. & Clg. 
618-833-6802 

Belleville 

BEL-0 Sales & Service, Inc. 

618-235-6626 

Sigman Htg. & A/C, Inc. 
618-234-4343 

Bloomington 

Wm. Masters Inc. 
309-662-8481 

Brighton 

Den-Son Inc. Clg. & Htg. 

618-372-8375 

Canton 

Easley Mechanical 
309-647-3450 

G-M Mechanical 
309-647-5700 

Charleston 

ID Mechanical 
Contractors, Inc. 

217-345-9633 

Chester 

De Rousse Htg. & A/C, Inc. 

618-826-4359 

Cissna Park 

Boyce Electric 
815-457-2700 

Collinsville 

BEL-0 Sales & Service, Inc. 
618-344-3434 

Columbia 

BEL-0 Sales & Service, Inc. 
618-281-8118 

Damiansville 

Toennies Service Co. 
618-248-5130 

Decatur 

Design Air Htg. & A/C 
217-429-1105 
800-452-7845 

Delavan 

Jeckel Plumbing & Htg. 
309-244-8265 

Effingham 

Jansen’s Htg. & A/C 
217-347-5223 

Flora 

Electro Electric 
618-662-4520 

Forrest 

Kupferschmid, Inc. 
815-657-8147 

Gibson City 

Houston Plumbing 
800-379-2165 

Goodfield 

Hinrichsen 
309-965-2604 

Lawrenceville 

Tracy Electric 

618-943-2243 

Lincoln 

Albert Service Htg. & A/C 

217-735-9990 

Litchfield 

Snell's Plumbing & Htg. 
217-3244560 

Macomb 

Arnold Brothers Htg. & Clg. 
309-833-2852 

Marion 

D & C Sheetmetal 
618-997-6577 

Metropolis 

Mike’s Htg. & Air 
618-524-3270 

Mt. Vernon 

Holloway Htg. & A/C 
618-242-5481 

Murphysboro 

Williams A/C & Htg., Inc. 
618-684-3606 

Normal 

Frost Clg. & Htg. 
309-862-2571 

Pana 

Macari Service Center 

217-562-3631 

Paxton 

Houston Plumbing 
800-379-2165 

Peru 

Pro's Htg. & Clg. 

815-223-0715 

Petersburg 

Collins Plumbing & Htg. 
217-632-3670 

Pittsfield 

Peters Htg. & A/C, Inc. 
217-285-1600 

Pontiac 

Kupferschmid, Inc. 
815-842-3812 

Quincy 

Peters Htg. & A/C, Inc. 
217-222-1368 

Red Bud 

De Rousse Htg. & A/C, Inc. 
618-282-2224 

Springfield 

Collins Plumbing & Htg. 
217-793-8031 

Sullivan 

Rowland Plumbing & Htg. 
217-728-8025 

Shelbyville 

Macari Service Center 
217-7744214 

Steelville 

Williams A/C & Htg., Inc. 
618-965-2040 

Taylorville 

Yard Htg. & Clg. 
217-824-4737 

Thomasboro 

Hoveln Htg. & Clg. 

217-643-2125 

Tuscola 

Triangle Htg. & Clg. 
217-253-5400 

Vandaila 

Hunter Appliance Htg. & Clg. 
618-283-3224 

Vienna 

Mike’s Htg. & Air 
618-695-2756 

Virden 

Snell’s Plumbing & Htg. 

217-965-3911 

Waterloo 

Sigman Htg. & A/C 
618-2344343 

Toennies Service Co. 
618-248-5130 

Watseka 

R & M Electric 
815-432-4062 

West Frankfort 

McCords Htg. & A/C 
618-932-3745 

Here’s how to turn your home into your fami¬ 

ly’s dream home - with a geothermal 

heating and cooling system from 

WaterFumace. In winter, your WaterFumace geother¬ 

mal system will provide even, clean and reliable 

heat In summer, the same system will keep your home 

comfortably cool and dry . A WaterFumace system bums no 

fossil fuels - and operates so efficiently - that you can save up 

to 60 percent on your monthly energy bills - all while protecting 

the environment and keeping your family safe from carbon monoxide. With 

WaterFumace, your dream home can come tme. 

LkU 
Call 800.GEO.SAVE or visit waterfiimace.com 



MARKETPLACE 

NEW AND USED restaurant and con¬ 
cession equipment, meat saws, slicers, 
grinders, ice cream machines, stack chairs, 
s.s. sinks, tables, shelving, steam tables, 
buffets, pottery wheels and kilns. 2615 So. 
First, Springfield. (217) 522-3934. 

INSULATION — 4 x 8 sheets, foil-backed 
foam — also rolls of foil-bubble-pak 
insulation. All factory seconds. Contact 
Ken Nichols at (800) 424-1256. 

SWENEY'S LLAMAS: Breeding pro¬ 
gram: stud service only! Proven show 
quality offspring. ELITE GENETICS. 
Great fiber and conformation, registered. 
Avon, IL. (309) 465-3847. 

AUTHORIZED RAINBOW DISTRIBU¬ 
TOR. Repairs, supplies and service. Liv¬ 
ing air purifiers. L & L Distributing, 116 
S. Van Buren St., Newton, IL 62448. 
(877) 783-3755. 

WANTED - TOY TRAINS: Lionel, 
American Flyer, Ives, Dorfan. Marx. 
Condition determines price. William E. 
Timpner, Pinckneyville, IL 62274 or call 
(618) 357-8112. 

Southern Illinois LOG CABIN RENTAL. 
Rustic log cabin in the heart of Shawnee 
forest for rent. All the comforts including 
large hot tub on outside deck. Located 
in Union County, Illinois. See at www. 
rustichideawaycabins.com or call (618) 
833-3386. 

ORGANIC FREEZER BEEF. Whole, 
half, quarter and packages. Raised on cer¬ 
tified organic MIG pasture. No hormones, 
GMOs or drugs. (618) 793-2060. 

MORTGAGE LENDING, SEARCH¬ 
ING for a LOAN? Give us the opportu¬ 
nity to beat your bank’s rate. Contract 
for Deed payoff. New purchases. Debt 
consolidation and cash out to 125%. 1st 
and 2nd mortgages. Home Equity line 
of credit. Conventional, V.A., first time 
homebuyer and non-conforming. 100% 
investment property purchase. Competi¬ 
tive Fannie Mae rates! No application fee. 
Call (800) 254-4431 or (877) 579-8811 for 
a free consultation or prequalification. 
Priority One Financial, Inc., 2 Club Centre 
Court Ste #2, Edwardsville, IL 62025. 
We are an Illinois Residential Mortgage 
Licensee and Equal Housing Lender. 
Member of I.A.M.B. & N.A.M.B. 

I SICK CAMPER REFRIGERATOR? 
Specializing in rebuilding cooling units. 
New and used units available. Camper 
repair. Crutcher’s RV. Cropsey, IL. 
(309) 377-3721. 

TIMBER WANTED, TOP PRICES 
paid for standing timber and cut logs. 
All species. Phone (217) 285-5992 or 
(217) 430-0271 or write Vernon W. Helle. 
Box 212, Griggsville, IL 62340. Timber 
buyer for Illini Logging and Veneer Ltd., 
Lacon, IL. 

WANTED TO BUY: LP’s, records, 45’s in 
good condition. Call (618) 724-9259. 

FILTER QUEEN/DEFENDER sales, 
service and supplies, factory authorized. 
In-home air filtration system since 1928. 
offering more consistent, allergen-free 
indoor air quality with our total home 
care system. For free information, call 
(800) 753-5401 or write She-N-I, Inc., 
RR 1, Allendale, IL 62410. 

CEDAR HILL RIVER RESORT - New 
cabins on Ohio River, Elizabethtown, IL. 
Nightly rentals, hot tubs, full kitchens. 
www.cedarhillriverresort.com. (217) 824- 
4257, (217) 652-4257. 

WWW.RIVERTORIVERTRAIL.ORG. 
Take a hike! Across Southern Illinois. 

TREE GROWERS: Learn how to grow 
high quality hardwoods. Join the Illinois 
Walnut Council. For information, call (217) 
442-1691 ore-mail vccd@vccd.org. 

WANTED: STANDING TIMBER. All 
species. Pay top prices. Call Ferrell Log¬ 
ging Inc. Hamilton, IL. (217) 847-3954. 

WINE: GALENA CELLARS VINE¬ 
YARD And Winery. Producers and pur¬ 
veyors of quality wine for any occasion. 
Private labels, www.galenacellars.com. 
(815) 777-3330. Galena, Illinois. 

AMERICAN BOBTAIL KITTENS. 
T.I.C.A. C.F.A. registered champion 
lines. Wonderful with children and pets. 
Shaggy coats, tufted ears. Snowbobs 
silver and brown spotted tabbies. $200. 
(217) 324-2678. 

SANGAMON RADIANT 
WIRSBO aqua pex tubing products 
for agricultural, commercial shop 
floors and homes Made in the USA 

(217)522-3934 • FAX (217)522-3933 
Evening (217)483-3223 John D. McMillan - Owner 

Eliminate your home fuel bill with an 
EMPYRE OUTDOOR WOOD FUR¬ 
NACE. 304 stainless steel, 20 yr. warranty. 
Midwest Waterstoves (217) 654-3302. 

TRY AVON OR MARK. Today. $10 
for kit, brochures, samples. No quotas. 
(309) 531-9637. sstutz@davesworld.net. 

CABIN RENTAL. Southern Illinois 
Shawnee Forest. Winter trails are 
beautiful. RUSTIC modern cabins near 
Garden of the Gods, on national forest 
scenic byway and River to River Trail, 
across the road from Rim Rock/Pounds 
Hollow. NEW pleasing rustic decor with 
kitchen, air, cable, dvd. www.rimrocksdo 
gwoodcabins.com. (618) 264-6036. 

ATTENTION PROPERTY OWNERS! 
Do you need to sell your Southern 
Illinois real estate? Call Us! Sea to 
Shining Sea Realty, Inc. Joy Ragain, 
Broker, (888) SEA-2SEA, (618) 657- 
2100. joyragain@peoplepc.com. www.s 
eatoshiningsearealty.com. 

LAND! HOMES! FARMS! REC¬ 
REATION! Building lots! Investment 
properties! Hunting! We can show you 

I Southern Illinois properties. Sea to 
Shining Sea Realty, Inc. Joy Ragain, 
Broker (888) SEA-2SEA, (618) 657-2100. 
joyragain@peoplepc.com. www.seatoshi 
ningsearealty.com. 

WANTED: ZIP THE MONKEY stuffed 
toy. (618) 683-6791. 

ELK MEAT. HEALTHY/LOWFAT $9/lb 
STEAKS. $4/lb ground. Also available: 
antlers and hides. M&K Elk Farm 
(309) 825-4868. 

★★ HEALTH ★★ 
INSURANCE 
★ MAJOR MEDICAL* 

For: “Illinois” 
Self-Employed.. .Families.. .Individuals 
•GENEROUS Co-Pay Local DOCTOR VISITS 
•Yearly Wellness PHYSICALS Per Person 
•$3 or $7 Million Lifetime Maximum Coverages 
•Brand Name/Generic Prescriptions 
• Popular Local PPO Doctors, Specialists and Hospitals 
• Emergency Room/Accident Benefit 
•Dental/Vision/Chiropractic Plans 
•FORTIS Insurance Co. Rated: “A” by A.M. Best 

Also Offering LIFE INSURANCE & LONG TERM CARE 
Call Today For A QUOTE — PAUL DUNN 

Illinois Toil Free—(888) 662-7788 
(The foregoing represents selected highlights of Fortis Insurance Company’s health insurance 
products. For complete information, contact a Fortis Agent. Health insurance products underwrit¬ 
ten and issued by Fortis Insurance Company based in Milwaukee.) 
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WINE: Buy your Illinois wine on the 
Internet at: www.IllinoisWineCellar.com 
or call: (618) 833-3386 for pricing. 

WHITETAIL FAWNS for BOTTLE 
FEEDING. Bambi makes a great pet. 
Call (217) 734-2790. 

ILLINOIS WINE at:www.IIlinoisWine 
Cellar.com. 

WINE: Buy your Illinois wine on the 
Internet at: www.IllinoisWineCellar.com 
or call: (618) 833-3386 for pricing. 

LIVESTOCK FARMERS: Open pol¬ 
linated seed corn outproduces hybrids for 
silage. High feed value grain. $32 plus 
shipping. Quantity discount. (217) 857- 
3377. 

Turn back the clock twenty years with 
ReversAge. This patented, complete, 
anti-aging powdered supplement, | 
delivers the most complete array of 
youth promoting elements available 
today. You can expect; improved immune 
system, muscle and skin tone, strength 
and endurance, vision, enhanced sexual 
function and desire. Improvement with 
many serious health challenges. Start 
looking and feeling younger in just a 
few weeks. Ask about our life changing 
patented food supplements, weight loss, 
and incredible International Business 
Opportunity. Products and business 
have an UNCONDITIONAL MONEY 
BACK GUARANTEE! (888) 251-1538. 
www.redefmesuccess.com. PASSCODE 
208405101. 

WANTED TO BUY: Standing TIMBER. 
All species. Pay top price. Clear or select 
cut. Call (815)434-4141. 

ARGO DIRECT AMPHIBIOUS 
VEHICLES. 6 and 8 wheel true all 
terrain vehicles. (618) 588-4444. 
www.ARGODIRECT6X6.com. Cause 
your ATV don’t float and your boat ain't 
got wheels! 

FARMERS! Buying old crocks, butter 
churns, stone jars, stone jugs, any unusual 
pottery pigs, dogs, etc. (618) 476-7178. 

AQUATIC VEGETATION CONTROL in 
ponds/lakes. Call for your taylored chemi¬ 
cal package. Treat early after ice off for 
best results. Aquatic Control of IL. (309) 
826-8444. 

MIDWEST BIRD AND ANIMAL swap 
and sale. April 25 and May 30, at Monroe 
County Fairgrounds, Waterloo, IL from 
5:30 to Noon. (618) 939-6809. 

CLIFF HOME OHIO RIVER. 180°view- 
25'X9, room. 1400' 3br, 2b. Cave-In-Rock. 
City water, barn, boat launch, storage. 
$80,000. (618) 289-4700. 

How to place an ad: 
1) Type or print ad neatly. 
2) Count words. Cost is $25 for up to the first 20 words. $1.50 each additional word. 

Ads with insufficient funds will not be printed. 
3) Prepayment is required. Include check or money order with ad for amount due. Also 

include address label from Illinois Country Living or other proof of Illinois electric 
cooperative membership. Only members of Illinois electric cooperatives may place 
Marketplace ads. 

4) Mail to: Illinois Marketplace, P.O. Box 3787, Springfield, IL 62708, by deadline. 
Deadlines: June issue - April 20; 

July issue - May 20. 
We reserve the right to reject any advertisement. Ads received after the deadline will be placed in the next available 
issue. Non-members wishing to advertise should contact the Weiss Group at (480) 860-5394 for information about 
display advertising. 

GIVE your HORSE a SUMMER BREAK. 
Pasture turnouts, good grass, fresh water, 
no barbed wire. 35 miles south of 
Kankakee on Interstate 57. Onarga, IL. 
Tall Grass Farms. (815) 268-7500. 

FISH-CAMP-RELAX-WILDLIFE. 50 
plus lakes to choose from, all native fish 
plus Northern, Walleye, trout. Elk/deer 
viewing, trails, boating. Opening Spring 
2004-Central Illinois. (309) 826-8444. 

LAKE/POND BUILDERS and RE¬ 
BUILDERS. New construction and silt 
removable. Install sea walls and repair. 
Aquatic Control of IL. (309) 826-8444. 

GULF SHORES BEACH CONDO. 2 br 
on beach, sleeps six, $650/wk Spring, 
$880/wk Summer, $500/wk Fall, $880/ 
mo Winter, www.ourgulfbeachcondo.com. 
(636) 477-1099. 

LAKE FOUNTAINS/AIREATORS 
reduce algae/pond scum growth. Enhances 
fish growth, reduces mosquito population. 
Call Jim for info. Aquatic Control of IL. 
(815) 848-3184. 

EASY CARE NATIVE PLANTS to 
beautify your home! New varieties this 
year. Free plant list by calling (309) 266- 
9612. Prairie Woods Farm, Morton, IL. 

WINDMILLS - Pumping air! Non¬ 
electric! Keep your ponds and fish 
healthy! Sale! Windmills4air@aol.com. 
Ph.(309)668-2488. 

FARM WINDMILLS. Replace Grandpa’s 
junk windmill with a quality rebuilt model 
that will look identical and work properly. 
Experienced, professional workmanship. 
Reasonable rates. Statewide service. (217) 
897-6699. 

FOR SALE-JEWEL TEA dishes. Autumn 
leaf design. Complete set with many extra 
pieces. Call (618) 774-2217. 

MEDICARE SUPPLEMENT. We have 
the best plans with the lowest premiums. 
Plan F only $109 month. All guaran¬ 
teed issue! Call Jim Anderson Agency 
(618) 658-2150. 

ILLINOIS WINE at: www.IlhnoisWine 
Cellar.com. 

WANTED: Original Circus Memorabilia- 
programs, pictures, posters, etc. No copies 
or reproductions please. Call Bill (815) 
431 -5479 daytime/nights--weekends 
433-5479. 

4’ WHITE PINE TREES, delivered, 
planted, mulched. $49.50 per tree. Buy 

| 10 get 1 free. Call for other sizes and 
! varieties of shades, spruces, ornamentals 

and seedlings. Leave message if not at 
home. (217) 886-2316. 

HEALTH INSURANCE. We have 35 
companies to choose from. We have group, 
individual or medicare supplements. Call 
Jim Anderson Agency (618) 658-2150. 

BUYING OLD BOAT MOTORS. Old 
boats 1920s - 1950s. Racing outboards. 
Racing hydroplanes. Cash. Mark 
(314) 838-9708. chuckstlov@aol.com. 

CHINESE RINGNECK PHEASANT 
and BOBWHITE QUAIL. Eggs, chicks, 
flight birds. NPIP. Quantity discounts. 
Shipping weekly. Petersburg, Illinois 
62675. www.sullivanpheasantfarm.com. 
(217) 632-7597. 

ATTENTION: Do you have OLD 
BARNS? We will remove in exchange 
for the lumber. Call (618) 456-9004. 

AMERICAN BISON. Low cholesterol, 
heart healthy. Whole,half, quarters. Great 
tasting! For information or to place an 
order call (217) 632-7597. 

WANTED: STEEL ANIMAL TRAPS, 
Illinois trap tags, hunting licenses, 
magazines, fur company catalogs, old 
outboard motors, wooden wheel farm 
wagons, horse drawn sleighs. (217) 834- 
3331. 

BUFFALO MEAT. Burger, steaks. Taste 
and enjoy healthy alternative to beef. Heart 
healthy and delicious. Coyote Run Buffalo 
Ranch. (217) 968-1321. 
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rTASTExZ^ 
DIFFERENCE 

Wood Pellet Grills 
Smoke, Grill, BBQ, Bake 

1-800-872-3437 
www.traegerindustries.com 

FREE HEARING CATALOG! 

45 DAY TRIAL 
•$199 & UP 

BETTER 

HEARING 
DEPT B66, Brookport, IL 62910 
1 -800-320-3300 EXT B66 

srwcoMsntucnoM 

Post Frame Professionals 
SPECIAL 

30 x 50 x 10 
(Galvalume Enclosed) 

Overhead Doors Available 
Screwed on metal 

Call Toll Free: 877-789-0025 
www.stwconstruction.com 

"AWA!A. Farm Tours 
The Best Escorted Vacations You'll Ever Find 

$1549 15 Days 
.4 Islands > f From 

Airfare not included 

Departs Mondays and Thursdays 
January 6th thru the 27th, 2005. 
Includes inter island airfare. Hawaiian 
owned hotels, transfers, baggage 
handling. Escort on each island, 
staying in OAHU, HAWAII (Kona & 
Hilo), MAUI & KAUAI. Sightseeing 
includes Honolulu City Tour with Pearl 
Harbor, Volcano National Park, Kona 
Coffee Plantation Tour, Parker Cattle 
Ranch Museum, Orchid Nursery, 
Macadamian Nut Factory Tour, Wailua 
Riverboat Cruise, Fern Grotto, Guava 
Plantation, plus more as listed in 
brochure. Based on per person double 
occupancy. CST 1021419-20 

TOURS CaH torlroe brochure 

since T967 1-800-888-8204 

..•.’.rF1 rSR”5' % 

2& 
^0 

* 

POND LINERS 
$.39 sqft or Less "Custom Sizes 

Depending on volume *Reinforced Materia,s 

•818 psi Puncture Strength 

Bend Tarp & Liner, Inc. 
1-800-280-0712 www.bendtarp.com 

No Job Too Big or Too Small 

$TEEL BUILDING SPECIAL$ 
Industrial- Co 

30’ x 50' x 10’ $5,695 20 Year Warranty on Roof & Walls 
40’ x 60’ x 12’ $7,979 Prices F.O.B. Mfg. Plants; 
c/y v v 1 d’ 1 AQn Seal Stamped Blue Prints; pu x /D x id pit ,4au Easy Bolt Together Design. 
60’ x 100’ x 16’...$16,979 

VISIT milMA® VISIT 
OUR OUR 

WEBSITE WEBSITE 
STEEL BUILDING SYSTEMS 

4305 1-35 North - Denton, Texas 76207 
Fax: 940-484-6746 email: rhinobld@GTE.NET 

Website: http://www.RHINOBLDG.COM 

Toll Free 1-888-320-7466 

LOWEST COST 
Term Life Insurance 

Issue ages through 90 

AGE $100,000 $250,000 
45 9.63 17.33 
55 14.49 29.48 
65 29.70 67.50 

Rates figured on monthly cost for female non-tobacco users. 

RAMLET & ASSOC, INC. 
(800) 933-6354 

AGL Life As$urance Company Form No. TC-191 

STOP 
Water from coming in your Basement or Grain Elevators 

I will pump gel (Oilfield gel) under your floors and/or behind 
Your wall to fill any space or crevice where water can creep 
Into your basement or grain elevators. All work guaranteed. 

DON’T WAIT. CALL BILL NICHOLS WATERPROOFING NOW 

1-800-215-0537 
8 a.m.-6 p.m. Monday thru Saturday 

* Free Estimates-No Excavating * Don’t wait until it floods again * 

America's Oldest & Largest Rare Breed Hatchery 
FREE COLOR CATALOG 

Over 140 varieties of Baby Chicks, Bantams, 
Turkeys, Guineas, Peafowl, Game Birds, 
Waterfowl. Also Eggs, Incubators, Books, 
Equipment and Medications. 

Call 1-800-456-3280 
(24 hours a day) 

Murray McMurray Hatchery, 
Cl 32, Webster City, Iowa 50595-0458 
Website: http://www.mcmurrayhatchery.com 

MID-AMERICA 
POLE BARN COMPANY 

30X50X10 $5,700 
Galvanized OPEN M-F 8-5 

1-866-456-0959 
CALL TOLL FREE FOR MORE INFORMATION 

KENTUCKY 
STEEL TRUSS 

BUILDINGS 

20/70 

24' x 30' x 8' 
30' x 36' x 8' 
40’ x 48' x 10’ 
50' x 60' x 12' 
60’ x 70' x 12' 
75' x 80' x 14’ 

FARM •CHURCH•SPORTS•HORSE•CAR•PLANE 
ALL STEEL • ALL COLOR • 25/50 WARRANTY 

KILL LAKE WEEDS 
Proven AQUACIDE PELLETS 

destroy unwanted underwater weeds. 

Spread marble sized 
pellets like grass 
seed. Effectively kills 
weeds at any depth. 

Registered with the 
Federal Environmental 
Protection Agency. 

Before After 

Certified and approved for use by state 
agencies. 101b. can treats up to 4,000 sq.ft, 
of lake bottom, $67.95. 501b. carton 
treats up to 20,000 sq.ft, of lake bottom, 
$265.00. Prices include delivery charges. 
Delivery F.O.B. White Bear Lake, MN. 
State permit may be required. 

CALL TOLL FREE 800-328-9350 
Call 651-429-6742 • Fax 651-429-0563 

Or write for FREE information to: y/sA 

AQUACIDE CO. 
Our 49th year 
1627 - 9th Street, DEPT. 487, Box 10748, 

White Bear Lake, MN 55110-0748 

www.killlakeweeds.com • info@killlakeweeds.com 

^ j ^ 

APRIL 2004 www.aiec.coop 27 



THE STAND-OUTS 
by Heather Halstead 

Merilee McKinzie of Albion saw white last spring. 
No, it wasn’t snow, but an albino deer. 

“It was in the country, northwest of Albion. We 
saw her back in early spring, near the road. We’d see 
her every three or four days, but I haven’t seen her 
since Thanksgiving.” 

If a hunter caused the deer’s disappearance, he 
broke the law. Albino deer have been protected in 
Illinois since 1983. Deer born across the river in 
Missouri aren’t. Illinois law states clearly that “It is 
unlawful to take any all-white, white-tailed deer at 
any time.” Twelve other states have made it illegal as 
well. 

It’s ironic that an albino animal was spotted in 
Albion, Illinois, considering the words “albino” and 
“Albion” both come from the Latin word “albus,” for 
white. 

For thousands of years albino animals and people 
with albinism have attracted attention. Some people 
believed that albinos had special powers and wor¬ 
shipped them, but others thought them strange and 
feared them. 

Science has shown that albinism is a recessive 
genetic trait in which the pigment melanin is absent. 
Melanin is the main pigment that determines a 
mammal’s fur, skin and eye color. One in 200 people 
carry the recessive gene for albinism. For the albino 
trait to occur in both animals and humans, both 
parents must have the recessive gene to pass to their 
offspring. 

Not all white animals are albinos. A sure way to 
identify an albino from a regular white animal is the 
eyes. Even if they aren’t completely white, icy blue 
or deep pink eyes give them away. Lack of melanin 
in the eyes can give albino animals impaired vision, 
such as problems with depth perception, focusing and 
tracking. 

Some albinos are all white or just partly white. 
Everyone has seen white-furred, pink-eyed rabbits or 
mice in the pet store, but did you know that Siamese 
cats count as albinos too? In this form of albinism, 
cooler regions of the body produce more melanin than 
others, so these animals have darker “points,” meaning 
a dark face, tail, paws and ear tips. And of course 
Siamese cats have pale blue eyes. 

Wherever there is melanin, albinism can probably 
occur. Besides mammals, birds, fish, reptiles, even 
insects can have albinism. 

Merilee McKinzie of Albion photographed this 
albino deer near her home. 

Another albino variation is the piebald, or white- 
spotted look. Merilee saw one of these near Albion as 
well. “We have seen a deer with white spots,” she says. 
But a fully albino deer is a first for her. 

The albino deer of Albion has some more famous 
counterparts in Olney. This town is famous for its 
albino squirrel population. 

The first recorded appearance of albino squirrels 
in the town happened in 1902. Over 100 years later, 
approximately 200 of them make their home within 
the city limits. Now pampered and often tame, the 
squirrels have the run of the city. 

Protective of their trademark, the city of Olney 
passed an ordinance that protects the squirrels and 
gives them the right-of-way on any street in town. If 
a white squirrel is killed by a car, the motorist may be 
fined $25. 

The same fine occurs if you try to take one of the 
albino squirrels out of town, because they would not 
survive long outside the city limits. Being true albinos, 
the squirrels don’t see or hear as well as others of their 
species, and are easier targets for predators. 

Hopefully this isn’t the fate of Merilee’s favorite 
albino. According to Eric Kurzejeski, a biologist with 
the Missouri Department of Conservation, even 
though lack of camouflage may increase the threat of 
predators for young albino deer, those that make it 
beyond the first year probably go on to live an average 
life. 
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100% 
Financing! 

The 
Delrando 

FREE* i 
Installation! 
*Delrando Pool Only 
order by April 30th 

Limited 
Area 

31’ x 19’ O.D. Family Size Pool 
Includes: Sundeck, Fence, Filter 

12:30-2:30 p.m. Members 
$10, Nonmembers $12. Fee 
includes program, snack and 
museum admission. Call (309) 
829-6222 or www.cdmci.org. 

3-4, Bridging Time: Then and 
Now at the Interstate Center, 2301 
W. Market Street, Bloomington, 
west of the I 55/74 and Route 9 
intersection. Over 200 quilts, raffle 
quilt, demonstrations, Quilt Ba¬ 
zaar, Merchant’s Mall, Children’s 
Corner and more...Show dates are 
April 3, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. and April 
4, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Sponsored by 
the Hands All Around Quilt Guild 
of Central Illinois. For more in¬ 
formation, call Mary at (309) 963- 
2046 or visit haaqg.tripod.com or 
haaqg@Lycos.com. 

APRIL DATEBOOK 

3-30, New Works by Tri-States Art¬ 
ists at Spring Street Gallery in Gale¬ 
na. New artwork created by Tri-State 
area artists. Thursday through Mon¬ 
day, 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Free. (815) 777- 
9040 or www.springstgallery.com. 

6-7, A Tree is Nice at the Children’s 
Discovery Museum. 716 E. Empire, 
Bloomington. A Caldecott Medal 
winner in 1957, this is a timeless mes¬ 
sage about the importance of trees in 
our everyday lives. In honor of Arbor 
Day and Earth Day, we’ll learn about 
conservation, our environment and 
make nature crafts. Designed for chil¬ 
dren ages 3-5 years old and their adult 
partner, this program runs from 10-11 
a.m. Children and their adult partners 
work together. Members $6, non¬ 
members $8. Fee includes program, 
snack and museum admission for 1 
adult and 1 child, additional siblings 
are $4 each. Call (309) 829-6222 or 
www.cdmci.org. 

8, Circus Night at the Children’s 
Discovery Museum, 716 E. Em¬ 
pire, Bloomington. It’s a Family Fun 
Night at the circus! Try your skill 
at “walking” a tight rope, learn how 
to juggle, and even have your face 
painted! Don’t miss this very special 
event. Thursday, 6-8 p.m. Mem¬ 
bers $2, nonmembers $5 (includes 
admission). Call (309) 829-6222 or 
www.cdmci.org. 

11, Sunrise Service at Apple River 
Fort State Historic Site in Elizabeth. 
A sunrise Easter service complete 
with an 1830s circuit riding minister. 
Call for time. Free. (815) 858-2028 or 
www.appleriverfort.org. 

19, Freaky Fossils at the Children’s 
Discovery Museum, 716 E. Empire, 
Bloomington. Become a paleontolo¬ 
gist for the day! Discover what fossils 
are and where they come from. Par¬ 
ticipate in your very own fossil dig! 

Designed for children K-2nd grades. 
9:30-11:30 a.m. Members $10, 
nonmembers $12. Fee includes 
program, snack and museum ad¬ 
mission. Call (309) 829-6222 or 
www.cdmci.org. 

19, Dig into the Past at 
the Children’s Discovery 
Museum, 716 E. Empire, 
Bloomington. Examine fossils 
and become a paleontologist! 
Learn the steps scientists go 
through to identify and clas¬ 
sify some ancient fossils when 
you participate in your own 
fossil dig! Designed for 
children in 3rd—5th grades. 

FREE Home Survey (WAC) — Homeowners Only! 

CALL NOW 24/7! 
1 -800-852-7946 P. Anderson, Inc. 
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21-25, “In The Blood” at McLeod 
Theater, Communications Bldg., 
Southern Illinois University, Carbon- 
dale. Playwright Susan-Lori Parks, 
inspired by Hawthorne’s “The Scarlet 
Letter,” created this tale. The heroine is 
Hester La Negrita, a homeless mother. 
She is street-wise, hip, imaginative, 
courageous and tenacious. Her story is 
gritty and pitted with racial, gender and 
social injustice. To order tickets, call 
(618) 453-3001. www.siu.edu/~mcleod. 

22, Earth Day River Clean¬ 
up at the Buehler Preserve in 
Galena. Celebrate Earth Day by 
helping to clean up the Galena 
River. 9-11 a.m., 1-3 p.m. Meet 
at Meeker Street foot bridge. 
(815) 858-9100. www.jdcf.org. 

23-25, Sister’s Weekend in St. 
Charles. Illinois invites sisters of all 
sorts for an indulgent get-away week¬ 
end! Real sisters, sisters-in-law, “sorta” 
sisters, soul sisters, “wanna be” sisters, 

step sisters, twin sisters, sorority sisters, 
and long lost sisters are all welcome. 
Event includes great weekend lodging, 
opening reception, personal enrichment 
sessions, fabulous restaurants, enter¬ 
tainment venues, lots of shopping, and 
exhilarating day spa experiences. Call 
for free brochure at (630) 443-0961, or 
visit www.dtown.org. 

23-25, Southern Illinois Irish 
Festival at Carbondale. 
Celebrating the music, spirit and 
traditions of the Celtic peoples. 
On the 24th a Celtic Fair with 
Celtic music, dance, cultural 
displays and presentations, work¬ 
shops, children’s activities, arts 
and crafts, merchandise and food. 
Free admission. Call (618) 549- 
3090 or www.siu.edu/~irish. 

See your local Illinois dealer today: 
Cantrall 
Sherman Mower 
217-487-7022 

Geneseo 
Elite Engine 
309-944-2711 

Origgsville 
Marvins L&G 
217-833-2688 

Hamel 
Route 66 Autobody 
618-633-2694 

Ridgefarm 
J.A.W. Mowers 
217-247-2290 

Shelbyville 
Second St. Power 
217-774-5451 

Towanda 
Freedom Lawn Sales 
309-728-8800 

Waynesville 
White's Farm Equip. 
217-949-2091 

West Union 
Wheeler’s L&G 
217-279-3001 

COUNTRY 

Corydon, IA 50060 

800-344-8237 

www.countrvclipper.com 

I LOVE MY COUNTRY CLIPPER! 

How many other zero-turn mowers offer 
all this and so much more? NONE. See 
for yourself why so many Country Clipper 
owners have fallen in love with the world’s 
most desirable zero-turn mowers. 

Were conficCent you’CC 
faCC in Cove, too! 

starting at: 

3195-* 

* Sale price for 16-HP, 38-Inch Model 
at participating dealers 

^ Easy Point-and-Go Joystick 
Steering 

♦ Commercial-grade engines 
♦ Mowing widths from 38” to 72” 
♦ Welded, all-steel construction 

Patented 

24, Antique Tractor Show at Gol- 
conda. Hosted by the Pope County 
FFA, the show includes a pedal 
tractor pull and a parade of tractors. 
All tractor enthusiasts are welcome, fi 
Please come and bring your work- g 
ing or show tractors. Plaques will be 1 
given to all who bring a tractor. Show 
begins at 9 a.m. For more informa¬ 
tion call Show Chairman Levi Gray 
at (618) 683-5637 or FFA Sponsor 
David Simms at (618) 683-5941. 

28, An Evening with The Fox at 
the Apple River Fort State Historic 
Site in Elizabeth. Nationally known 
storyteller Brian “The Fox” Ellis tells 
stories and tales about the early days 
on the northwestern Illinois frontier. 
Learn about the Native Americans 
who once inhabited the area. 

Illinois Country Living pub¬ 
lishes event listings as space 
allows, giving preference to 
events of regional or statewide 
interest. Event listings are 
provided by the event spon¬ 
sors and the Illinois Bureau 
of Tourism. The magazine 
assumes no responsibility for 
the accuracy of information 
submitted for publication and 
advises calling ahead to con¬ 
firm dates and times. To be 
considered for inclusion, send 
listings and photographs (If 
sending photographs please in¬ 
clude self-addressed stamped 
envelope) to Illinois Datebook, 
Illinois Country Living, PO 
Box 3787, Springfield. IL 
62708-3787. The deadline for 
submission is 45 days prior to 
the publication date. 
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FIND PHENOMENAL HEATING AND 

COOLING SAYINGS IN YOUR OWN 

BACK YARD WITH A GEOTHERMAL 

HEATING AND COOLING SYSTEM. 

Henson Robinson Company 
Springfield, IL, 217-544-8451 

Jesse Heating and 
Air Conditioning 

Decatur, IL, 217-422-1744 
Champaign, IL, 217-352-8511 

New Air 
Girard, IL, 217-965-5578 

R & H Plumbing 
& Heating, Inc. 

Altamont, IL, 618-483-6159 

Rightnowar HVAC 
Keenes, IL 618-732-8268 

South Side Hardware 
Greenfield, IL, 217-368-2705 

Stevens Heating 
& Air Conditioning 

Quincy, IL, 217-222-5220 

Weeke Sales & Service 
Okawville, IL, 618-243-5333 

Weidner Refrigeration, Inc. 
Divernon, IL, 217-628-3400 

OHM MNTAGB: 
• MY *S: Reduce heating 

and cooling bills up to bo% 

• CLEAN: No burning of fossil 

fuels, no fumes, no flue 

• (OMfORl: Heat and cool 

homes evenly - eliminates 

hot and cold spots 

• QUIET: Designed and manu 

factured to be as quiet as 

your refrigerator 

• ELEXIBILITY: Fit any home - 

new construction or existing, 

large or small 

• SMART: Cuts down on use of 

foreign oil 

• SATE: No carbon monoxide 

Geothermal information 

available at 

ww.geocomfort.com 

DIAL® INFORMATION SECTION 

Advantage Comfort Systems 
Paxton, IL, 217-379-6305 

Blakley Heating & Cooling, Inc. 
Taylorville, IL, 217-824-4684 

Bratcher Heating 
& Air Conditioning, Inc. 
Bloomington/Normal, IL, 

309-454-1611 

Bryan’s Heating & A/C 
Murphysboro, IL, 618-684-6002 

C & K Heating & Cooling 
Lebanon, IL 618-537-9528 

Climate Company, Inc. 
Breese, IL, 618-526-2135 

Davis Electric 
Rushville, IL, 217-322-6677 

Ernst Heating & Cooling 
Hamel, IL, 618-633-2244 

Fowler Heating & Cooling 
Marion, IL, 618-997-5288 

Garber Heating & Air 
Conditioning 

Morton, IL, 309-266-9372 



VARIETY 

SAVE UP TO 60% 
on Large Quantity Orders! 

N5246 Shade Variety gn AOE VABIETY 

HYBRID POPLARS 
When you need shade in a hurry, we suggest the fast-growing Hybrid 
Poplar. As shown in the picture — it has a handsome shape and will 
actually shade a ranch-type home in just 3-5 years! We haven’t found any 
tree that grows like it. It has a spread of 30-35' and in just a few years, at 
maturity, it reaches 50-60'.You don’t have to baby this Hybrid Poplar! It 
normally lives 30-50 years. It is wind, disease and insect-resistant — it can 
take the cold as far north as Canada. This is not the short-lived Lombardy 
Poplar. This poplar is often used to reforest after forest fires and to reclaim 
land after strip mining. But, the best use is to provide beauty and quick, 
cool shade for new homes. Plant Hybrid Poplars for screening! The 
screen variety makes an ideal privacy hedge. It has a width of about 10' 
and grows to a dense screen usually in 3 years. Plant for quick windbreaks 
on farms and for living snow fences. We ship strong, 2-4' trees. 

N5246 
N5247 Screen Variety 

2 Trees for $6^5" 2 for $3.47 
(minimum order) 

5 Trees for 5 for $7.97 
10 Trees for 10 for $14.97 
20 Trees for 20 for $28.97 

40 Trees for 40 for $54.87 

How to get your FREE TREE... 
Simply send us an order (any size) for Hybrid 
Poplars and we will send you an additional fast 
growing Hybrid Poplar Tree FREE OF CHARGE. 
You must indicate your FREE TREE on the 
order form AND also include variety — either 
shade or screen. No other nursery products 
included in this FREE TREE offer. 

— 

ROSE OF SHARON HEDGE 
Hibiscus syriacus Delightful blossoms of either 
red, white or purple in a lifetime fence of natural 
beauty. Grows to 5-10' or can be trimmed for a 
neat colorful hedge. Bursts into brilliant bloom 
in mid-summer and continues to flower through 
fall. Order today and receive 1-3' shrubs. Our 
choice of color. 16/$7.85 (80 feet) 
32/$15.45 (160 feet) 64/$29.95 (320 feet) 

40 feet of friendly hedge! 

8 for s3" 

COLORADO BLUE SPRUCE 
Add value to your property! 

The ultimate in specimen evergreens. Glistening, 
steel blue coloring and graceful conical shape. So 
dense growing these make superb wind breaks or 
privacy screens where there is space enough for 
large spreading trees. Does best in full sun and 
moist soil. Will survive in light, dry soil if watered 
while root system is becoming established. Nicely 
branched, 4 year old transplanted trees at least 
1-2' tall. Well developed root system. 

S-|99 
3/$5.50 6/$ 10.95 12/$19.95 each 

Visit our web site to request a catalog and 
for customer service and shipping information. 

www.4seasonsnurseries.com 

CREEPING RED SEDUM 
Cover those hard to fill bare 

spots with blazing color! 
Sedum spurium You’ll be thrilled with this hardy 
ground cover sometimes called Dragon’s Blood. 
Fills those ugly trouble spots with attractive, thick 
evergreen foliage all year and amazes you with 
brilliant, starlike red flowers June through 
September. These are hardy, northern-grown plants. 

12 for $385 

24/$7.65 48/$14.95 96/$27.95 

50/$9.49 100/$17.95 250/$34.95 

QUINAULT 
EXTRA LARGE 

Everbearing strawberries! 
Delicious as they are big! Firm, deep red, 
luscious-tasting strawberries make fancy 
desserts. Excellent for preserves, freezing 
and eating fresh. When planted in April 
the Quinault produces July through 
September — right up until frost. Treat 
yourself to a long strawberry season. 

25 for $495 

ONE YEAR GUARANTEE 
If you are not satisfied with any item you order from us, simply 
return the item and the ORIGINAL SHIPPING LABEL, with the 
correct postage affixed, within 14 working days from the time you 
receive it, for a REFUND of the purchase price. In addition, if 
within one year of receipt of your order any item does not live, it 
will be replaced FREE just by returning the ORIGINAL 
SHIPPING LABEL along with your written request. 

-■I]!!”. FOUR SEASONS NURSERY P“S™E 
GUARANTEE Division of Plantron, Inc. DEPT. 918-37 P*EPA,D 

1706 Morrissey Drive • Bloomington, Illinois 61704 
PLEASE SEND ITEMS CHECKED BELOW: 

FREE TREE (Indicate Variety) 
N5246 N5247 (Plant Screen Trees 9 feet apart.) 

SHADE SCREEN ONE Hybrid Poplar tree sent at no charge, when you send us a paid order 

    (any size) for Hybrid Poplars below. Only one FREE TREE per customer. 

HOW MANY CAT. NO. DESCRIPTION COST 
N5246 SHADE VARIETY HYBRID POPLAR TREE 
N5247 SCREEN VARIETY HYBRID POPLAR TREE 
N6172 COLORADO BLUE SPRUCE 
N7036 IMPROVED CREEPING RED SEDUM 
N6877 ROSE OF SHARON HEDGE 
N6607 GIANT QUINAULT STRAWBERRY 

J Check or 
Money Order enclosed. 

Mastercard 

□ VISA 

SUBTOTAL $_ 
IL Residents add 6.25% Sales Tax $_ 
MN Residents add 6.5% Sales Tax $_ 

Packing & Processing $ 3.95 
TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED OR CHARGED $  

Name  
Credit Card #:  
Expiration Date:. 

Signature:  

Address. 

City  

Zip  

State 

PhoneL 


