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GEOTHERMAL 

ADVANTAGES : 

• Energy Savings: 

Recognized by the EPAas the 

most efficient heating and cooling 

system available. Can also provide some 

or all of your hot water at a much higher 

efficiency than ordinary methods. 

• Safe: The inherent dangers of a gas 

ffimace and carbon monoxide can be 

eliminated with a geothermal system 

• Clean: No burning of fossil fuels, no 

fumes, no flue 

• Comfort: Heats and cools homes 

evenly, eliminating hot and cold spots 

• Quiet: Designed and manufactured 

to be as quiet as your refrigerator 

• Flexibility: Fit any home - new 

construction or existing, large or small 

• Environmentally Friendly: A 

geothermal installation is equivalent to 

planting 750 trees or taking 2 cars off the 

road 

Is YOUR MONEY GOING 

UP IN FLAMES? 

THAT IS EXACTLY WHAT 

HAPPENS WHEN... 

conventional systems using propane and naturalgas 

heat a house. A GeoComfort Geothermal System will 

keep your investment from going up in flames. 

Designed to transfer the Earth's energy from the ground to 

your home, geothermal systems reduce your heating and 

cooling costs up to 60% when compared to conventional 

systems. 

Dealer Information Section 

Smart: Cuts down on use of foreign 

Geothermal information available at 

www.geocomfort.com 

Advantage Comfort Systems 
Paxton, IL, 217-379-6305 

Blakley Heating & Cooling, Inc. 
Taylorville, 11,217-824-4684 

Bratcher Heating & Air Conditioning, Inc. 
Bloomington/Normal, IL, 

309-454-1611 

Bryan’s Heating & A/C 
Murphysboro, IL, 618-684-6002 

C & K Heating & Cooling 
Lebanon, IL 618-537-9528 

Climate Company, Inc. 
Breese, IL, 618-526-2135 

Davis Electric 
Rushville, IL, 217-322-6677 

Ernst Heating & Cooling 
Hamel, IL, 618-633-2244 

Fowler Heating & Cooling 
Marion, IL, 618-997-5288 

Garber Heating & Air Conditioning 
Morton, IL, 309-266-9372 

Henson Robinson Company 
Springfield, IL, 217-544-8451 

Jenter, Inc. 
Watseka, IL, 815-435-3501 

Jesse Heating and Air Conditioning 
Decatur, IL, 217-422-1744 

Champaign, IL, 217-352-8511 

Neuhaus Heating & A/C 
Litchfield, IL, 217-324-2818 

New Air 
Girard, IL, 217-965-5578 

R & H Plumbing & Heating, Inc. 
Altamont, IL, 618-483-6159 

Rightnowar HVAC 
KeenesJL 618-732-8268 

South Side Hardware 
Greenfield, IL, 217-368-2705 

Stevens Heating & Air Conditioning 
Quincy, IL, 217-222-5220 

Weeke Sales & Service 
Okawville, IL, 618-243-5333 

Weidner Refrigeration, Inc. 
Divernon, IL, 217-628-3400 



Country Christmas Shopping - 
A whole new rural Illinois shopping experience... 10 

On the cover: Ruth Wilson, owner of Country 
Lace Shoppes in Divernon, says that people 
love her rural shop because it is very warm and 
inviting. 

Published by Association of 
Illinois Electric Cooperatives 

www.icl.coop 
John Lowrey Editor 

Nancy R. Nixon, Catrina McCulley, 
& Michelle McNeal Associate Editors 

Sandy Wolske Advertising Coordinator 

Erin Weller. Kara Henning & Kathy Feraris.... Graphic Designers 

Derek Squires Graphic Technician/Designer 

Connie Newenham Circulation Coordinator 

Illinois Country Living is a monthly publication serving the communications 

needs of 21 locally owned, not-for-profit Illinois electric cooperatives. More 
than 160,000 families receive the magazine as part of their electric cooperative 
membership. Monthly columns and stories provide information about topics and 
issues that affect the quality of their lives. 

Illinois Country Living (ISSN number 1086-8062) is published monthly and is 
the official publication of the Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives, 6460 
South Sixth Frontage Road. Springfield. IL 62707. The cost is $2.40 plus postage 
per year for members of subscribing cooperatives and $6 per year for all others. 

Periodical postage paid at Springfield. Illinois, and additional mailing offices. 

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to: Illinois Country Living. P.O. Box 

3787, Springfield. Illinois 62708. 

CO-OP MEMBERS: When requesting an address change, please include the name 

of your cooperative. Telephone: (217) 529-5561 

Advertising and editorial inquiries should be directed to Illinois Country Living, 

P.O. Box 3787, Springfield. Illinois 62708. National advertising representative: 

The Weiss Group, 9414 San Salvadore Dr., #226, Scottsdale, AZ 85258 (480) 860- 

5394 Fax: (480) 860-5396 Toll Free: 1-877-WEISSGP. Acceptance of advertising 

by ICL does not imply endorsement by the publisher or the electric cooperatives 

ol Illinois of the product or service advertised. ICL is not responsible for the 

performance of the product or service advertised. 

EDITORS: Articles appearing in Illinois Country Living may be reprinted upon 

consent of the editor. For permission phone (217) 529-5561 or write to John 

Lowrey. editor, Illinois Country Living. P.O. Box 3787, Springfield, IL 62708. 

Touchstone Energy® 
www.touchstoneenergy.com 
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Co-op employee disaster team - When disaster strikes it’s 
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The National Agriculture Expo expects to generate $10 
million in Illinois. 

SAFETY AND HEALTH 14 
The warm before the storm - Are you prepared for the 
dangers of winter.7 

YOUR YARD AND GARDEN 16 
Gardening tool gift ideas - Ask Santa for ergonomic 
gardening tools this year. 
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New dishwashers offer energy efficiency and less noise. 
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FOR GEOTHERMAL HEAT PUMPS 20 

WHY OUTAGES HAPPEN EVEN ON BLUE-SKY DAYS 21 

 22 
Chocolate Popcorn 
Other recipes include: 

• Carrot Salad 
• Deep Dish Burrito 
• Cranberry Meatballs 
• Cranberry, White 

Chocolate Chip Oatmeal 
Cookies 

• Pizza Bread 
• Southwestern Chicken 

Corn Chowder 
• Strawberry Soup 

ILLINOIS IS AMERICA S GREAT PUMPKIN PATCH 24 

DEER AND CAR COLLISIONS ARE ON THE RISE 27 

IS THE MEDICARE DRUG DISCOUNT CARD RIGHT FOR YOU 28 

ILLINOIS DATEB00K 29 

Festival of Trees 
Other include: 

• Murder Mystery Theater 
• Holiday Craft Sale 
• Home For The Holidays 
• Christmas Love 
• Country Christmas Fair 
• Silver Bells and Diamonds 

ILLINOIS’ FINEST COOKING 
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ILLINOIS COMMENTARY 

Co-op Disaster Team 
When disaster strikes it’s nice 
to know you have friends 

Electric co-op employees, 
boards, and managers are 

constantly looking for ways to 
lower our outage times. Over the 
years, we have become better at 
decreasing the number and length 
of outages. But then every once 
in awhile Mother Nature gives 
us a lesson in humility by tearing 
down lines in one night that took 
years to build. In your part of the 
country, it might be a tornado, 
or even worse, an ice storm. For 
those of us living along the coast 
we will always remember 2004 
as the year of Hurricane Ivan 
—“Ivan the Terrible.” 

You never know when disaster 
will strike. Are you prepared? Do 
you have a personal outage kit? 
Is there a first-aid kit in your car? 
Are your smoke alarms working? 
Does your family know what to do 
in an emergency? 

When disaster strikes, it’s also 
nice to know you have friends 
you can count on to come to your 
aid. Across the country, we have 
those friends in the electric co-op 
“family.” As individuals, our 
strength can be found in the prin¬ 
ciples we follow. There are also 
principles that co-ops follow. One 
of the principles is cooperation 
among cooperatives. That 
cooperation among cooperatives 
happens every day, but it really 
shines when there is a disaster. 

Almost 1,000 utility workers 
from 15 states came to the aid 
of Baldwin Electric Membership 
Corporation in South Alabama 
following Hurricane Ivan. As the 
category three hurricane wreaked 
havoc on our service area on 

September 15 and 16, co-op crews 
and contractors from across the 
nation were already on the way 
to help. Out-of-state co-op crews 
began arriving on September 16 
to assist us in restoring power 
to our 56,000 members. There 
are many stories about seeing 
the convoys make their way to 
Baldwin County. As the bucket 
trucks rolled into our parking lot 
in Summerdale, Baldwin EMC 

I am truly 
humbled by the 

response from our 
fellow co-ops. 

employees were outside cheering 
and clapping in gratitude that 
more help had arrived. 

The eye of Hurricane Ivan 
moved directly through the 
center of Baldwin County. The 
hurricane was devastating to 
our system and the members we 
serve. But with the exception of 
the coastal and beachfront areas, 
we were able to restore power 
to all undamaged meter services 
within only eight days. I consider 
this a remarkable and amazing 
accomplishment. However, we 
could not have accomplished 
this without the help of so 
many linemen from our sister 
cooperatives from Illinois and 
across the nation. They were 
truly heroes in hard hats. They 
worked incredibly long hours 

without complaint right along¬ 
side our employees. 

Baldwin EMC and your 
co-op are part of a nationwide 
network of electric cooperatives 
and we are all ready to help 
each other when disaster strikes. 
Being able to respond so quickly 
is not just happenstance, but a 
highly organized effort. Workers 
came to Baldwin EMC from 
Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, 
Georgia, Illinois, Kentucky, 
Louisiana, Mississippi, Missouri, 
New York, North Carolina, 
Ohio, Oklahoma, Tennessee, and 
Texas. Illinois sent more than 100 
linemen. 

We’re very grateful for the 
support we have received. It was 
comforting to know we had so 
many folks pulling for us and with 
us. I am truly humbled by the 
response from our fellow co-ops. 
I want the rest of our co-op com¬ 
munity to know how grateful and 
proud we are to have seen and felt 
the true cooperative spirit at work 
here at Baldwin EMC. 

As we enter the Christmas 
season, let’s all remember the true 
meaning of Christmas. Remember 
to give to those less fortunate. We 
don’t have to wait for a disaster to 
help others. 

The opinions and views of guest commen¬ 
tators are their own and may not represent 
those of the Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives or the electric co-ops of 
Illinois. 

E. A. “Bucky” Jakins, Jr., 
Executive Vice President and 
General Manager, Baldwin 
EMC, Summerdale, Alabama. 
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HEAR BETTER AND SAVE! 
Basic Full Shell Digital Full Shell 

Now $195 Now $895 

'-AMERICA 
HEARING CENTER 
Licensed Hearing Instrument Specialists 

“OUR BEST. 

1050 W. Hayward Drive 
Mt. Vernon, MO 65712 
800-354-1905 

526 N. Business 65 601 S. 291 Hwy 
Branson, MO 65616 Liberty, MO 64068 

800-649-6242 877-631-5115 
www. midamericahearing. com 

,FOR LESS...IN A DAY” 

miimi 
!■ 

tlf»*f IS 

IF YOU'RE FED UP WITH LEAKS, NOISE, 
COATING & HIGH ENERGY BILLS... 

THE APOLLO SUPER-SHIELD INSULATED ROOF 
IS THE SOLUTION TO THESE PROBLEMS. 

800 3339562 
SERVING • 

• KENTUCKY OHIO 
• ILLINOIS 
SINCE 1987 

A new way 
to heat your home 

AVAILABLE AT 

We bring reliable, healthy, safe and competitive heat 

to your home. With more than 20 years of experience, 

Convectair offers comfort solutions adapted to each of 

your specific needs, be they supplementary heating, 

home renovations and additions or complete home 

heating systems. Convectair heaters, available in 120V 

easy plug-in or 240V permanent installation, blend 

into the ambiance while assuring better comfort and 

true 100% efficient performance. Our elegant towel 

warmers and dryers are designed to transform your 

bathroom into a home spa. 

Eastern Mini Elec. Co-op 
Paxton, 217-379-2131 

Egyptian Elec. Co-op 
Steeleville, 618-965-3434 

Murphysboro, 618-684-2143 

Rural Electric 
Convenience Co-op 
Auburn, 217-438-6197 

Shelby Electric Co-op 
Shelbyville, 217-774-3986 

Try Convectair and you won't want to go back to your cold room... 

1-800-463-6478 • www.convectair.com 
canuEcrm 
HEATTHAT MAKES SENSE! 
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CURRENTS 

University of 
Illinois Diet Advice 

According to Don Layman, Nutrition 

Professor and Researcher at the University of 

Illinois, most diets focus on the food we eat when 

half of the problem is that we do not get enough 

physical activity. 

Layman says that most women over 30 need 

about 1,800 calories a day, but they're eating 

closer to 2,300. They're still eating like they did 

when they were 20, but their lives have become 

more sedentary. 

Layman also stresses that diets that focus on 

extremes such as very low carbs, or very high- 

protein and fat are usually unsuccessful because 

they put too many limits on food choices and 

people can't stick with them. 

Layman says that if you can't visualize your¬ 

self eating the same way six months from now, 

then it's probably not the right diet for you. In 

fact, he likes to call diets "lifestyle health plans" 

so that people think more about long-term 

changes in their eating and exercise habits in 

order to lose or maintain weight. 

Colder Winter 
Predicted 

Meteorologists are 

warning it will be a 
cold winter east of the 
Continental Divide, 
with the Eastern United 
States most likely to be sig¬ 
nificantly cold. The cold 
climate looks like it will 
be mid- to late winter in 
the East, and will include 

s significant snow. Call your 
electric cooperative for win¬ 
ter energy efficiency tips. 

NEWS ■ LEGISLATION ■ TRENDS ■ RESEARCH 

National Agriculture Expo to Generate 
$10 Million in Illinois 

Farm Progress Inc. plans to make central Illinois one of two permanent 
locations for the annual Farm Progress Show. Every other year, beginning in 
2005, the largest agricultural exposition in the nation will be held in Decatur, 
funneling millions of dollars into the local economy. 

“It is truly a victory for Illinois to host the ‘Super Bowl of Agriculture’ 
and Decatur is a natural fit as the soybean capital of the world and the state’s 
agricultural center,” Gov. Blagojevich said. 

The Farm Progress Show is the premier showcase of the latest farm 
equipment, products, and services available to agriculture producers. The event 
draws an estimated 300,000 visitors and generates more than $10 million each 
year for the local economy. 

“Illinois is one of the top agriculture producing states in the nation, and it’s 
an honor for us to be chosen to host this event,” Agriculture Director Chuck 
Hartke said. 

Co-op Web Tool Will Locate Sites for 
New Employers 

SitesAcrossAmerica.com, a Web-based tool created by Touchstone Energy® Cooperatives to help 

electric co-ops draw commercial and industrial facilities to the communities they serve, is now live with 

more than 3,000 sites from across the nation. 

SitesAcrossAmerica.com is targeted at real estate and site selection professionals who make the 

decisions about where companies locate. In essence, this online clearinghouse of properties, sites, 

and buildings in communities served by electric co-ops across the country provides a one-stop tool for 

matching co-op communities and commercial customers. 

The site offers detailed information about: available properties, land characteristics, demographics, 

sale price, photos of buildings, and aerial views of properties. 

As buildings and sites become available in cooperative communities, the SitesAcrossAmerica Web 

site will make it easy for co-ops to get those opportunities noticed by expanding businesses. 

High Oil Prices Could Slow the Economy 
As the price of oil hovers above $50 a barrel, some economists are starting 

to worry about the effects that lingering high energy costs will have on U.S. 
economic growth. Before the recent run-up in oil prices, U.S. economic 
growth had already slowed. Federal Reserve Chairman Alan Greenspan has 
described the slowdown as a “soft patch,” largely blaming high energy prices. 

Even with future prices for oil near $50 a barrel, however, most economists 

do not expect the U.S. economy to dip back into a recession. When adjusted 
for overall inflation, oil prices have not reached the high levels that occurred 
during the 1970s and early 1980s. 

According to The Washington Post, many forecasters predict the economy 
| will grow between 3 and 4 percent next year, but if oil prices stay around $50 a 

barrel, those expected growth figures could be shaved by half a point. Worries 
about rising oil prices are not only affecting the United States, but also could 

I affect the economies of many other countries around the globe. 
Source: Scott Ewing, CFG Financial Analyst 
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Aquaculture - a Fishy 
Way to Finance Farms 

Stabilizing revenue is a challenge for 
farm producers, and diversification has 
proven to he a helpful tool. Many trends 
have popped up in Illinois throughout 
the years, including aquaculture, or fish 
farming. Aquaculture has generated 
interest through the state, but producers 
don’t always know where to get the infor¬ 
mation they need. 

The Instructional Materials group 
of Information Technology and 
Communication Services at the University of Illinois 
has released The Basics of Aquaculture Production, a great resource for under¬ 
standing and managing an aquaculture system. For more information, visit 
www.aces.uiuc.edu/ITCS/IM/U1066.htm. To order a copy, visit 
www.PublicationsPlus.uiuc.edu or call (800) 345-6087 and refer to publication 
U1066. 

Rural survey shows strong desire 
for health care reforms 

A recent survey of rural small business owners on health care and election issues shows that health 

care affordability is among the most critical public policy issues for the country, and there is strong sup¬ 

port for reforming the uneven way the tax system currently supports health coverage. 

The survey was conducted by the national rural non-profit organization, Communicating for 

Agriculture and the Self-Employed (CA). The survey probed several specific health care reform concepts 

that have been proposed to expand coverage to more people and make it more affordable. 

• Healthcare tax credits - A strong majority indicated support for providing refundable tax credits 

targeted to make health insurance more affordable for working people. 

• Shift tax incentives to individuals - There was strong support expressed for "reform of the current 

system of subsidizing health insurance coverage through tax incentives to employers by shifting to 

providing incentives to individuals." 

• Base subsidies on income - Strong support was also indicated for reforms to base health care 

coverage assistance "more on income, so that lower income working people are provided propor¬ 

tionally more assistance to help them afford coverage." 

• More choice in health plans - An overwhelming majority support "giving individuals more freedom 

to choose what type of health insurance plans they want, including ones that reduce the amount of 

coverage they have." 

• Government-run health care - A significant majority of respondents remain opposed to "replacing 

the (U.S.) private health insurance system with a government-run plan like the one in Canada." 

• Requiring health insurance coverage - There was a mixed response to a concept, proposed by some 

health care advocates, that would "require that all individuals have health insurance coverage, like 

auto insurance is now required.. .and provide tax credits to lower income individuals based on their 

income so they can afford a basic plan." 

• Allow imported prescription drugs - "Allowing Americans to purchase prescription drugs imported 

from other countries" was strongly supported by 50 percent of those surveyed, and somewhat sup¬ 

ported by another 30 percent. 

Source www.selfemployedcountry.org 

Illinois State 
Fairgrounds to 
Host National 
High School 
Finals Rodeo 

Upon return from the 2004 
National High School Finals 
Rodeo (NHSFR) in Gillette, 
Wyo., Illinois Department of 
Agriculture Director Chuck 
Hartke announced the State 
Fairgrounds in Springfield has 
been awarded the contract to host 
the event in 2006 and 2007. 

“We have been confident 
from the start that the Illinois 
State Fairgrounds was the perfect 
location to host the National 
High School Finals Rodeo in 
2006 and 2007, but as with any 
large event, the details have 
taken months to iron out,” said 
Hartke. “Finalizing this contract 
is the result of hard work from 
a dedicated staff and highlights 
the Illinois State Fairgrounds as 
a prime location not only in the 
Midwest, but across the nation, to 
hold such an event.” 

The National High School 
Finals Rodeo Association has 
more than 12,000 members 
from all over the United States, 
five Canadian Provinces, and 
Australia. The rodeo is held 
annually and rotates locations 
every two years. Illinois is the only 
state east of the Mississippi River 
to host this event. 

Springfield is a central location 
that opens the doors to an 
audience east of the Mississippi. It 
also presents a great opportunity 
for Springfield to boost the local 
economy. The economic impact to 
the city of Springfield is estimated 
at $7 million. 

This is the second time the 
NHSFR will visit Springfield. The 
rodeo came to the Illinois State 
Fairgrounds in 2000 and 2001. 
The National High School Finals 
Rodeo will be held July 24-30, 
2006, and July 23-29, 2007. 
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Illinois Coal Could Replace 
Natural Gas at Fertilizer Plants 

A breakthrough project at a northwest Illinois fer¬ 

tilizer plant could revitalize the farm, chemical, and coal 

industries, both in Illinois and throughout the Midwest. 

The project, to convert the plant’s feedstock from high- 

priced natural gas to Illinois coal, is being made possible 

in part by a $500,000 state grant. 

With high-priced natural gas, fertilizer producers are 

in a constant struggle to survive. Since 1999, natural gas 

prices have escalated to historic highs, resulting in the 

permanent shutdown of more than 15 U.S. nitrogen fer¬ 

tilizer plants and record level imports of fertilizer from 

low-cost production regions (the Middle East, China, and 

the Caribbean). 

The Opportunity Returns grant, which comes from 

the Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic 

Opportunity’s (DCEO) Office of Coal Development, 

allowed Royster-Clark Nitrogen, Inc. in East Dubuque to 

begin the development process that will ultimately sup¬ 

plant natural gas with coal gasification as its source of 

energy for fertilizer production. 

“This goes beyond a win-win situation. It’s the triple 

crown,” said DCEO Director Jack Lavin. “It means jobs 

for the coal industry, new jobs, and new technology for Jo 

Daviess County. Moreover, it creates a model, as the ‘Coal 

to Corn’ slogan suggests, in which one of our state’s most 

important economic resources is supporting another.” 

By utilizing coal gasification, the plant will not only 

eliminate its dependence on the volatile natural gas mar¬ 

ket and reduce its operating expenses, hut also be able to 

produce multiple products: ammonia for fertilizer, Fischer- 

Tropsch Diesel (an ultra-clean, low-sulfur diesel fuel), and 

electric power. 

With completion of the project, the plant would he 

able to increase production 15 percent from the 500,000 

tons of fertilizer it currently sells, primarily in the upper 

corn belt. In addition, it would generate 75 megawatts of 

electricity and produce about 2,200 barrels of low-sulfur 

diesel fuel a day. 

New Book Delves Into 
Wildlife Habitat 

For anyone interested in Illinois wildlife and its habitat, there's a new 

book published by the University of Illinois and the Illinois Department of 

Natural Resources titled "Creating Habitats and Homes for Illinois Wildlife." 

With more than 200 color photographs, the book is worth having for 

the exquisite depiction of Illinois wildlife, but is also chock full of accessible 

scientific information about the status of wildlife habitat in Illinois. 

"The key to making successful wildlife management decisions is to 

use the best scientific information available. This book compiles, in a 

user-friendly way, what is known about major habitat issues in our state 

today," said primary author of the book Debbie Scott Newman, Preservation 

Specialist for the Illinois Nature Preserves Commission. 

"We cannot overestimate the importance of natural areas and wildlife 

on the quality of life," said co-author Richard Warner, U of I Professor of 

Wildlife Ecology. "But the Illinois economy realizes more than $1 billion 

every year from expenditures related to watching wildlife. More than $550 

million is spent each year on recreational fishing. And hunters spend nearly 

$150 million a year pursuing game." 

Since most land in Illinois is held by private citizens, it's imperative that 

individual landowners are knowledgeable about wildlife habitat. 

"This book goes farther than any other book available in describing 

what individual people can do on their own property to create wildlife 

habitat," said another co-author Phil Mankin, U of I wildlife ecologist. 

"There are chapters on grassland, woodland, aquatic, and wetland habitats. 

But also a chapter focusing on specific things people can do in their own 

backyards or small tracts of land." 

The individual cost of "Creating Habitats and Homes for Illinois Wildlife" 

is $25, plus a shipping and handling fee. You can purchase the book by 

contacting Illinois Conservation Foundation, One Natural Resources Way, 

Springfield, II62702, or call toll free (800) 720-3249. 

Illinois Watershed Management Web site 
The Illinois Watershed 

Management Clearinghouse has just 

unveiled a new Web site. Combining 

the resources of University of 

Illinois Extension, Illinois EPA, 

Illinois Department of Natural 

Resources, and C-FAR, this new 

Web site promises to provide a one- 

stop location for those interested 

in Illinois watersheds and their 

management. 

The Web site provides an array of 

information including tips for starting 

a watershed management group, as 

8 

well as plans that already organized 

groups have created. 

“The site gives new watershed 

groups a framework and roadmap to 

success in watershed management,” 

said George Czapar, University of 

Illinois Extension Educator. 

The site, www.watershed.uiuc.edu, 

has a watershed locator that gives 

contact information on local water¬ 

shed groups on a county and regional 

basis. 

“I think the local watershed group 

locator is one of the key strengths of 

the site,” said Jodie Tate, University 

of Illinois Extension Educator. 

“It will help groups interact and 

exchange ideas.” 

“The mapping function is my 

favorite part,” Czapar said. “You 

are able to see where you are in the 

state, the watershed you fall into, 

and the watershed management 

group in the area.” 

“By having a local watershed 

management group, local concerns 

can be addressed and dealt with by 

local experts,” Czapar said. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING f www.icl.coop 



How to beat increased heating fuel prices 
By Tina Farmer The pictures of the destruction 

were breathtaking. The 
hurricanes that ravaged the 
Gulf of Mexico region left 

thousands to wonder: What next? 
But winter is here and hurricane 
season is over. We weathered the 
storms, right? Wrong. 

The September hurricane 
season caused a 500,000-barrel 
per day drop in oil production. 
Combined with an expected 
increase in demand, price 
increases are inevitable. In fact, 
analysts project an increase of 
$0.27 per gallon for imported 
crude oil over last winter’s prices. 

The U.S. Department of 
Energy’s 2004-2005 Winter Fuels 
Outlook report projects a natural 
gas consumer price increase of 11 
percent. The report also projects 
a 17 percent increase in propane 
prices. 

Okay, so our heating costs 
are going up. What can we do? 
Bryce Cramer, District Office and 
Member Services Manager for 
Egyptian Electric Cooperative 
Association, offers some advice 
to soften the impact to our pocket 
books. “Three elements determine 
what your total heating costs are: 
the price of fuel the heating load 
of your home (how well insulated 
it is), and the efficiency of your 
home’s equipment. You have no 
control over the fuel price, but you 
do have control over the amount 
of insulation in your home and the 
efficiency of your equipment.” 

To improve upon your 
home’s energy load, stop up 
your energy leaks. 

An estimated 30 to 40 
percent of your heated (or air- 
conditioned) air is lost through 
leaks around doors and windows. 
If you can see sunlight peeking 
between your exterior doors and 
doorframes, add weather stripping 
and a door sweep to close those 
spaces. Also, caulk around 
windows to seal any leaks in your 
window frames. 

Your hot water heater is an 
energy glutton, too. Keep the 
thermostat set to 120 degrees and 
wrap the heater in a water heater 
blanket if recommended by the 
manufacturer. Use only cold or 
warm water to wash clothes, 
insulate hot and cold water lines, 
and install low-flow showerheads 
to conserve hot water. 

Install a programmable 
thermostat on your home’s 
heating and cooling system and 
program the thermostat to adjust 
your home’s temperature to a 
comfortable level during the hours 
you will be there and decrease 
the temperature during the hours 
you are away. Have your heating 
system professionally serviced at 
least once every season to ensure 
its efficiency and safety. Change 
the filters at least twice per 
season. 

You may also want to 
consider replacing your 
equipment. “To save dollars, we 

all have to move 
to high efficiency 
equipment,” says 
Cramer. “Co-ops 
can really help 
members by providing 
them with energy audits 
and energy analysis. We 
go into homes and give an 
estimate of the operating 
costs of new equipment to 
determine whether or not it 
makes sense to upgrade.” 

For more energy conservation 
tips, visit the Consumer 
Federation of America’s Web 
site at www.consumerfed.org. 
Information on high efficiency 
appliances and heating and 
cooling equipment is at 
www.energystar.gov. Call your 
local electric cooperative for more 
energy saving advice. 
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By Catrina McCulley Wagner 

Illinois shopping experience A whole new rural 

Sue Shellady, owner of Christmas 
In The Valley, Inc., says she loves 
Christmas so much she opened a 
Christmas store so she could be around 
it all year. 

is the season for hot chocolate with 

melted marshmallows, singing Christmas 

carols, good tidings, friends and family, and, 

oh yes, we mustn’t forget about Christmas shopping. 

Through the hustle and bustle 
of your busy holiday shopping, 
you strive to find the perfect gifts 
for all your loved ones. Some¬ 
thing unique and different. Some¬ 
thing they will truly appreciate. 
But year after year, this becomes 
more of a challenge. Maybe that’s 
because you haven’t been shop¬ 
ping in the right places. It’s not 
difficult to find distinctive, one- 
of-a-kind gifts. You just have to 
know where to shop. 

If you’re ready to get away 

from the big city crowds and con¬ 
gested malls, come along with us 
as we visit some locally-owned 
shops that put the “E” in an easy 
shopping experience. One of the 
shops we will visit is located in 
a glorious old farmhouse nestled 
between valleys, hills, and trees, 
while the others are a little more 
strategically located-right off of 
1-55. No matter where they sit, 
there’s no doubt that the best 
Christmas shopping around is 
located just a few miles off the 
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“I find that shopping here at the 

craft malls in Divernon, 1 can 

find original things that I cant 

find other places.” 

beaten path in rural Illinois. 
Eleven years ago, Ruth Wil¬ 

son, a Rural Electric Convenience 
Cooperative (RECC) member 
and owner of Country Lace 
Shoppes in Divernon, decided to 
open a specialty shop that encom¬ 
passed everything she cherished 
about shopping. “I just loved to go 
in search of cute little crafts and 
unique antiques. I used to stop 
every chance I could to see what 

I 

Tammy Britz, part owner ofNickorbob's Craft Mall, says, “Our customers are 
very important to us, so we make sure their visit is one they will enjoy.” 

treasures I could find. Then one 
day, I asked myself, ‘if I love this 
so much, why wouldn’t everyone 
else?”’ 

Soon after, Country Lace 
Shoppes was born. “We are not 
a chain, and we don’t sell hulk 
merchandise,” says Ruth. “We 
like to think we are different from 
other stores. Our merchants sell 
everything from hand-made crafts 
to hard-to-find antiques. There’s 
something here for everyone.” 

And right down the lane from 
Country Lace Shoppes is another 
rural craft mall also served by 
RECC called Nickorbob’s Craft 
Mall. Brothers, Nicholas and 
Robert Britz, opened Nickorbob's 
10 years ago adjacent to their 
parents’ antique mall, Lisa's An¬ 
tiques. 

“Christmas shopping should 
get you into the holiday spirit, but 
unfortunately it often does just 
the opposite,” says Tammy Britz, 
Robert’s wife, and part owner of 
Nickorbob's Craft Mall. “We try 
to make sure your warm holiday 
mood stays with you while you 
shop with us. Nothing’s worse 
to me when I shop than seeing 
other people running around not 
enjoying themselves because the 
stores are too crowded or they feel 
rushed.” 

Nickorbob’s carries an assort¬ 
ment of holiday gift ideas from 
unique foods to blankets, candles, 
and jewelry. “We try our hardest 
to make your visit with us memo¬ 
rable and enjoyable. The crafters 
in our mall have been with us for 
a very long time. We are more 
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Tve had people come visit in 

the morning, wander in and 

out of the shops, and spend 

five hours or so just sitting on 

the front porch of the farm¬ 

house enjoying the 

rural scenery.” 

W 
gift basket fillers, which is exactly 
what Terry Ridding of Alton was 
doing at Country Lace Shoppes. 
“I love to find homemade jeb 
lies, soup mixes, and sauces and 
mingle them with candles, doilies, 
and other assorted little finds to 
create one-of-a-kind gift baskets 
for my girlfriends at Christmas. 
They always get a kick out of 
searching through all the goodies 
to see what I’ve hidden. I always 
include a candle in each basket 
because they make the baskets 
smell so good,” she says. “We also 
have a secret Santa game we play 
at work, and I like to come here 
to find cute little gifts to leave 
for my person. There are so many 
things to choose from, you never 
run out of ideas,” Terry says. 

And when’s the last time your 
local mall had a festival in your 
honor? Both Nickorbob’s and 
Country Lace Shoppes celebrate 
their customers three times a year 
by having customer appreciation 
festivals. 

“Our festivals (Nickorbob’s 
and Country Lace) tend to be 
planned at about the same time 
to get more people to come see 
us both. It’s even better if Spring- 
field has something big going on, 
too. That way people will often 
make a day of it,” says Tammy. 
“We look forward to the festivals. 
We give out free food and mulled 
cider and have candlelight shop- 

like family than co-workers,” 
Tammy says. “If you see some¬ 
thing you like, but would like it in 
a different color or size, just ask, 
and we will do our best to have 
one of our crafters make it just the 
way you want it.” Now that’s what 
customer service is about. 

“I find that shopping here at 
the craft malls in Divernon, I can 
find original things that I can’t 
find other places. I shop in small¬ 
town stores all the time, and con¬ 
stantly find the most wonderful 
gifts for people,” says Gail Spring¬ 
er, a customer at Nickorbob’s. 
“Last year, I found the most dar¬ 
ling hand-crafted sign that I gave 
to my sister for Christmas. It was 

made of weathered wood and it 
was very antique looking. It said, 
‘God could not be everywhere 
and therefore he made mothers.’ 
My sister loved that gift so much 
that she gave it a home above her 
front door for all to see, especially 
her kids,” laughs Gail. 

This year, Ruth says the most 
popular gift item at Country Lace 
has been candles. “We have all 
kinds of candles. It’s probably a 
good thing we do, because people 
love to give them and receive 
them as gifts.” 

But candles aren’t the only 
gift people are searching for. It’s 
very common to see people scop¬ 
ing out the craft malls for good 
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ping tours through the mall. Our 
customers really love it. It’s very 
relaxing for them. It’s not like 
your typical Christmas shopping 
experience,” Tammy adds. 

“We send out fliers about our 
festivals because we want to em 
courage people who may not he 
familiar with us to come and visit. 
We have merchandise discounts 
and various samples for customers 
to try. The people that come re¬ 
ally enjoy themselves,” says Ruth. 

But there is more country 
Christmas shopping to explore in 
other parts of Illinois. 

Up in the peaks and hills of 
Northern Illinois sits a small rural 
town called Scales Mound, lo¬ 
cated just seven miles northeast of 
Galena. No matter what time of 
year it is everywhere else, it’s al¬ 
ways Christmastime at Christmas 
In The Valley, Inc. With Christ¬ 
mas music lightly playing in the 
background, ornament-decorated 
Christmas trees, and plush greens 
adorning the scenery, it’s easy to 
slip right into the holiday spirit 
just walking to the door. 

“I simply love Christmas,” 
says Sue Shellady, a Jo-Carroll 
Energy member who, along with 
her husband, Ron, renovated 
an old farmhouse to create the 
quaint Christmas shop. “Fifteen 
years ago, when we bought this 
property, I decided I wanted to 
open a store surrounding myself 
with all the things I love so I 
could share them with everyone,” 
Sue says. “It’s not work if you love 
what you do.” 

The property is split into two 
separate shops, both owned by 
the Shelladys. What once was 
an old hog barn has since been 
completely renovated and is now 
home to thousands of Christmas 
ornaments sectioned into 15 dif¬ 
ferent themes. 

“People young and old come 
in to buy the ornaments,” says 
Bonnie Dalponte, an employee 
of Christmas In The Valley. “We 
offer candy for all the little ones 
who come in. They get so excited 
when we show them the children- 

themed ornaments. We have ev¬ 
erything from Barney to Disney,” 
she says. 

“And for people who are not 
into Christmas ornaments, we 
filled the farmhouse with various 
home decor, candles, jewelry, art, 
children’s items, pottery, food, 
and much more. 

“More importantly, what we 
have that other shops don’t is our 
rural location,” Sue emphasizes. 
“I’ve had people come visit in the 
morning, wander in and out of 
the shops, and spend five hours or 
so just sitting on the front porch 
of the farmhouse enjoying the 
rural scenery.” And some people, 

like Don Mathews of Iowa and 
his family, even make a trip to 
Christmas In The Valley a yearly 
tradition. “My wife, daughter, and 
I have been coming to Christmas 
In The Valley every year reli¬ 
giously for the past 12 years,” Don 
says. “We make a day of coming 
to buy a new ornament or two for 
our Christmas tree. It’s a tradition 
for us.” 

So now that the secret is out, 
why not make your list, check it 
twice, and follow Ruth, Tammy, 
Sue and all the other store own¬ 
ers throughout rural Illinois for a 
whole new Christmas shopping 
adventure? Happy shopping! 

Country Lace Shoppes is 
located at 14335 Frazee Rd, Di- 
vernon, IF 62530. Their hours 
are daily, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. For 
more information about their 
festivals call (217) 628-1122. 

Nickorbob’s Craft Mall is 
located at 14272 Frazee Road, 
Divernon, IF 62530. Their 
hours are daily, 10 a.m.-6 p.m. 
For more information about 
their festivals call (217) 628- 
9191. 

Christmas In The Valley 
is open daily from 10 a.m.-5 
p.m. April-December. Janu- 
ary-March they are open by 
appointment only. For more 
information visit www.christm 
asinthevalley.com or call (815) 

is a cute little floral shop that 
mingles Christmas items, 
among other unique items for 
sale. (800) 963-3900. 

Cricket Hollow in Nau- 
voo is a Country Craft Shop 
with many country Christmas 
items for sale. (217) 847-2931. 

Lau-Nae Winery in Red 
Bud is not only a winery, but 
also a gift shop with engraving 
services available for all your 
personalized Christmas gifts. 
(618) 282-9463. 

Dunlap Place in Mt. Ster¬ 
ling is a cute little shop with a 
wide variety of gifts including 
home decorations, candles, 
and lots of country-type items. 
(217) 773-2204. 

777-9375. 

More rural country shops to 
visit.,. 

The Red Barn, Crafts and 
Antiques in Flora. (618) 662- 
8275. 

The Rainbow House in 
Greenville is a gift shop with 
a lot of character, located in 
a historic building just off 
the Greenville square. There, 
you’ll find everything from 
Yankee candles to cookbooks. 

Hilltop Floral in Nauvoo (618) 664-2255. 
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AND HEALTH SAFETY 

Warm Before the 
Are you prepared for 
the dangers of winter? 

Storm 

Ready or not, here comes this 

year’s rendition of winter in 

Illinois. My family and I moved 

to central Illinois a couple years 

ago from central Oklahoma, and 

one of the things I like about this 

region is the definite seasons. 

However, with winter comes 

two very uninvited guests. The 

onslaught of freezing and sub- 

freezing temperatures brings the 

potential of hypothermia and 

frostbite. You have to adequately 

prepare for the cold conditions. 

You don’t want to play the 

“Survivor” game for real in the 

frozen tundra of Illinois. 

Because of the nature of line 

work, electric co-ops have crews 

outside every day and night in the 

worst of winter weather. Farmers 

have to he outdoors in the cold, 

too. And every one of us will 

eventually make that shopping 

trip to the store on slick winter 

roads. Are you prepared for an 

unexpected sub-freezing survival 

adventure? 

Hypothermia is the decrease 

in the core body temperature 

to a level at which normal mus¬ 

cular and cerebral functions are 

impaired. Our bodies work hard 

to maintain a core temperature of 

98.6 degrees. 

In cold temperature 

situations, your body will 

automatically reduce blood flow 

to extremities like arms, legs, 

fingers, and toes, and re-direct 

that blood flow to internal organs. 

This redirected blood flow from 

the extremities will increase 

the chance for frostbite. Add in 

to this equation the wind chill 

factor, which is the combined 

effect of air temperature and 

air movement, and we could all 

find ourselves having Jack Frost 

nipping not only at our nose, but 

also our fingers and toes. 

So, what is the warm before 

the storm? It’s planning now for 

what we need to do when the 

temperatures plummet. 

Here are a few suggestions: 

• Dress in layers when you must 

work outside. 

• Take ample breaks where you 

can go to a warm environment. 

• Wear good fitting hats and 

gloves. Remember, human 

tissue freezes at the ambient 

temperature of 30 degrees 

Fahrenheit. 

• Drink plenty of warm fluids 

throughout the day. 

• Try your best to keep your 

clothing dry. If you do get wet 

try to change into dry clothing 

as soon as you can. 

• Prepare a winter survival kit for 

your personal vehicle equipped 

with blankets, flashlights with 

fresh batteries, hand and foot 

warmers, jumper cables, extra 

sets of clothing, and first aid 

kits. 

• Try to make sure someone else 

knows where you are going, and 

the route you will be taking if 

you are going to travel alone. 

• If you have a cell phone keep 

your battery charged while you 

travel. Think through your 

travel situations and take with 

you what you would need for 

that situation. The important 

thing is to do it now while the 

temperature is mild. 

www.icl.coop 

With slick winter roads, 

electric co-ops see more broken 

poles caused by vehicle accidents. 

If your car hits a power pole or 

otherwise brings a power line 

down, getting out of the vehicle, 

with few exceptions, is the wrong 

thing to do until the line has been 

de-energized. 

“You are almost always better 

off to stay in the car, especially 

if the line is in contact with 

the vehicle,” says Molly Hall, 

Director of the Safe Electricity 

program. “If the line is energized 

and you step outside, your body 

becomes the path and elec¬ 

trocution is the tragic result.” 

It’s best to wait until the 

electric utility arrives to make 

sure power to the line is cut off. 

The only exception would be 

if fire or the smell of gasoline were 

present. In that case, the proper 

action is to jump - not step - 

with both feet hitting the ground 

at the same time. Jump clear, 

without touching the vehicle and 

ground at the same time. Shuffle 

or hop to safety keeping both feet 

together as you leave the area. 

Let’s all have a safe and great 

winter! 

For more information on 

winter driving safety go to the 

Illinois State Police Web site 

www.isp.state.il.us and click on 

safety. For electric safety infor¬ 

mation go to Safe Electricity’s 

Web site www.safeelectricity.org. 

Ken Macken, Safety Instructor 

for the Association of Illinois 

Electric Cooperatives. 
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SANGAMON RADIANT 
WIRSBO aqua pex tubing products 
tor agricultural, commercial shop 
floors and homes Ma(je in the USA 

(217)522-3934 ‘FAX (217)522-3933 
Evening (217)483-3223 John D. McMillan - Owner 

WORK CLOTHES 
Good clean rental type work clothes, 6 pants 
& 6 shirts to match $34.95. Lined work 
jackets $9.95, shorts $4.00. Plus $8.95 S/H 
per order. Call 800-233-1853 or send sizes 
with check or mo to: Walt’s Wholesale Co., 
RO. Box 208, Darlington SC 29540  

America’s Oldest & Largest Rare Breed Hatchery 
FREE COLOR CATALOG 

Over 140 varieties of Baby Chicks, Bantams, 
Turkeys, Guineas, Peafowl, Game Birds, 
Waterfowl. Also Eggs, Incubators, Books, 
Equipment and Medications. 

Call 1-800-456-3280 
(24 hours a day) 

Murray McMurray Hatchery, 
Cl 32, Webster City, Iowa 50595-0458 
Website: http://www.mcmurrayhatchery.com 

Mobile Home 
Owners: ROOF KING 

Mobile Home Super Insulated 
Roof Over Systems 

40 Year Warranty 
Factory Direct From Roof King 

1 -800-748-0645 
www.roofking.net 

HERITAGE 
BUILDING SYSTEMS® 

Established 1979 

800-643-5555 
WE SHIP ANYWHERE IN THE USA! 

24' X 30' X 10' $4,990 
40' X 50' X 10' $9,450 
50' X 60' X 12' $13,890 
60' X 100’ X 12’ $25,900 

For 25 years, Heritage has been the low price 
leader. Any size is available featuring easy bolt up 
rigid frame design for industry, office, mini-storage, 
shop, farm and All Steel Homes. Call us today for a 
free information package and quote on the best 
buildings made. Codes and options may affect prices. 

Visit Heritage Online at 
L www.heritagebuildings.com i 

REPLACE THE HIGH COST OF HEATING! 
Hydro-Sil Ls a unique room by room heating system that can save you hundreds of dollars in home 

heating costs by replacing old & inefficient ways of heating. It is clean, safe, healthful and inexpensive. 

Never buy fuel — wood, oil, gas, kerosene — ever again! 
Hydro-Sil represents economy in heating: inside the heater 
case is a sealed copper tube filled with a harmless silicone 
fluid. It’s permanent You’ll never run out Hydro-Sil 
Energy Star” thermostat controls a variable watt hydro element 
that is only being supplied a Drojxrrtional amount of power 
on an as-needed basis. When Hydro-Sil is turned on, the sili¬ 
cone liquid is quickly heated, and with its heat retention qual¬ 
ities, continues to heat after the Hydro element shuts off. 
Hydro-Sil’s room-by-room “Energy Star” digital control tech¬ 
nology greatly increases energy savings and comfort. 

i ORDER TODAY! 
1 2 MODELS TO CHOOSE FROM 

YOUR BENEFITS WITH HYDRO-SIL: 
• Slash heating cost with Energy Star technology 
• Lifetime Warranty. No service contracts 
• Safe, complete peace of mind 
• Clean, no fumes, environmentally safe 
• U.L listed 
• Preassembled — ready la use 
• No furnaces, ducts, or chimneys 
• Portable (110V) or permanent (220V) 
• Whole house heating or single room 

HERE'S WHAT OTHERS ARE SAYING... 
•F. Smalley - "A company that adver¬ 
tises the truth saved me 50% com¬ 
pared to my gas heat. I found it hard 
to believe until my power bill came. 
Thanks a million!” 

•R. Hanson - "I can t begin to tell you how- 
pleased I am with Hydro-Sil... the first 
time in 25 years our electric bill was 
reduced... saved $635, over 40%!' 

•A. Gonsalves— We replaced 20 electric 
heaters with hydrosil. Wow — what 
a difference! We received a substan¬ 
tial reduction of our electric bill. 1 
have recommended Hydro-sil to 
many people!” 

220 Volt 
Permanent 

Approx. Area 
to Heat 

Discount 
Price Quantity 

8' 2000 watts 250-300 s.f. $279 

6' 1500 watts 180-250 s.f. $249 

5' 1250 watts 130-180 s.f. $229 

4' 1000 watts 100-130 s.f. $209 

3' 750 watts 75-100 s.f. $189 

2' 500 watts 50-75 s.f. $169 

Thermostats Call for options & exact heater needed 

110 Volt Portables 
(Thermostat Included) 

Discount 
Price Quantity 

5' Hydro-Max 750-1500 watts $219 

4' Convector - Dual watt $179 

3' 750 watts - Silicone $179 

$15.00 shiooina oer heater $ 

Total Amount $ 

Address 

City  

Phone 

.Zip. 

MasterCard or Visa Account Information: 

Acct #   

Expiration Date  

Order today or contact us for more information 
PHONE • WEB • MAIL 

Check • MasterCard • Visa 

1-800-627-9276 
Visit our secure web site at 

www.hydrosil.com 
Hydro-Sil, P.O. Box, 662, 

Fort Mill. SC 29715 
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ILLINOIS YARD AND GARDEN 
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a 

A 
David Robson 

Gardening Tool Gifts 
Ask Santa for ergonomically 
correct gardening tools this year 

After a gardening year that can 
only be described as atypical, 

which is “typical” in Illinois, we 
can only look forward to the pos¬ 
sibilities of 2005. December sig¬ 
nals the end of the garden season. 
Well, sort of. The gardening 
season never seems to end. There 
is no rest for the avid gardener. 
We are always finding something 
to keep our interest, or help us 
develop further interest. 

But, the holiday season is upon 
us, with folks rushing this way and 
that, putting up the lights on their 
houses and evergreens, search¬ 
ing the comer lots for the perfect 
Christmas tree, and stressing out 
over just about everything. 

I was thinking, “If someone 
asks what to get me for a holiday, 
what do I really want?” Or, “What 
can I get someone that they need?” 
Now, realize that “want” is differ¬ 
ent from “need” though the two 
might be the same at various times. 

This past year, I came across 
ergonomically correct tools. 
They’ve been around for years, 
and are often found next to the 
spades and shovels. Usually these 
“correct” tools have a light layer 
of dust covering them from the 
fact that they look just plain 
weird. 

Ergonomically correct tools 
are supposed to be designed with 
your body in mind first and the 
job to be done second. The goal is 
to put less strain on the body, and 
thus decrease the risk of strains 
and pulled muscles. Ben-Gay does 
not manufacture them. 

Proper tools mean less aches 
and pains, which has to make 

gardening and yard work more fun 
and enjoyable. 

And looking at them, you 
might think, “What would the 
neighbors think of me using these 
tools?” Probably that you’re weird, 
but that might just keep them 
away. And if they don’t think 
you’re slightly askew, or short one 
seed in the pod, they probably are 
insanely jealous, and are thinking 
of ways to purloin your special 
tools when you aren’t looking. 

Proper tools 
mean less aches 

and pains 

On the other hand, there is 
nothing like sharing unusual tools 
with neighbors. They can’t claim 
the tool is theirs. 

Some of the tools are actually 
small hand tools such as trowels, 
weeding forks, saws, and rakes. 
There is a rubber handle you can 
grip, plus a bunch of metal rods 
that usually go up to the elbow, 
and a rubber strap by the elbow to 
force you to use the tool the way 
the muscles in the arms should be 
used. 

Okay.. .a young gardener, or a 
not-so-young gardener, would swell 
up his chest, and say that they can 
get by with the old hand tools just 
fine, thank you. That is until you 
start using a couple and realize that 
no matter what age you are, the 
tools do seem to work better, and 
don’t cause as much muscle strain. 
Not that I want to use the saw for | 
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eight hours straight mind you, but 
there is a lot less stress. 

One down-side is that most of 
these tools are meant to be used 
at ground level. That brings up 
the issue of padding. 

Some of us are padded in 
various locations and to varying 
degrees. But our knees are sel¬ 
dom padded. So, while you’re 
out looking for the tools, look for 
one of the cushioned kneeling 
pads. I go with the bright reds, 
oranges and yellows so they don’t 
get lost in the garden. Rule of 
thumb—never buy a green tool or 
accessory. It’s easy to lose. 

Other options include padded 
knee guards, or one of the little 
rolling carts. However, the seats 
of the carts usually aren’t padded, 
so you may have to add an old 
kitchen seat cushion. 

There are larger ergonomic 
tools, but my biggest complaint 
is that, while they work well, you 
have to be the right size. In the 
tool world, there is a concept of 
one-size-fits-all. That’s where the 
agony starts. 

Short people need short- 
handled tools. Taller people need 
longer tools. To get anything else 
is just asking for back, knee, and 
shoulder ache. 

David Robson is an Extension 
Educator, Horticulture, at 
the Springfield Extension 
Center, University of 
Illinois Extension, P.O. Box 
8199, Springfield, IE 62791. 
Telephone: (217) 782-6515. 
E-mail: drobson@uiuc.edu 
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Post Frame Professionals 
SPECIAL 

30 x 50 x 10 
(Galvalume Enclosed) 

Overhead Doors Available 
Screwed on metal 

Call Toll Free: 877-789-0025 
www.stwconstruction.com 

Advantage 
Steel Buildings 

TOLL FREE 1-877-657-8335 

30x60x10 ~ S5448.00 
40x60x12 - S6795.00 
50x80x14 ~ $10793.00 

80xl50xl6(ml) ~ $27293.00 
Call today for price quote and literature. 

Mini storage, all sizes! 

www.advantagesteelbuildings.com 

MOBILE HOME ROOF PROBLEMS? 

-TKa- Mobile- t-tofae- Roo-fovey SpeoiMis-t 

from fSoutnernfisunder: 
on the web: www.roofover.com 

1.800-633-896 

♦ LIFETIME WARRANTY AGAINST LEAKS 

♦ COMMERCIAL GRADE STEEL ROOFING 

•. T ■ 3" INSULATION/LOWER UTILITY BILLS 

IMPROVED APPEARANCE 

!♦ ONE FOOT OVERHANG 

MORE ROOF RUMBLE 

»oo,o 

• I 
'♦NO 

POND LINERS 
$ 3Q t;nft nr I *011310111 Sizes i.os sqit or cess .Reinforced Materials 
Depending on Volume -sis psi Burst Strength 

Bend Tarp & Liner, Inc. 
1-800-280-0712 www.bendtarp.com 
 No Job Too Big or Too Small  

Alaska Cruise 
Plus a land tour oE the PaciSic Northwest 

Join other Farmers May 29, June 12, 

July August 7, or September 4, 2005 

15 * Day Cruise and Tour! 

"CruiseAlaska's Inside Passage" 

\s§|/ aboard Holland America Line's 
Join others in Ag. Industry visiting the last of the wilderness like areas in 
America; all from the comfort of your deluxe motor coach and cruise 
ship. You'll fly into Salt Lake City starting your scenic six-day motor 
coach drive to Vancover, B.C. after the cruise you'll spend a night in 
Seattle before flying home. Prices for this 15-day vacation start at 
$1698 (per person, based on double occupancy) including all taxes and 
port charges. 7 nights in quality hotels, baggage handling, lots of 
escorted sightseeing throughout the Pacific Northwest, and the 7-day 
Alaska Cruise. Airfare is extra. Space is limited on the motor coach. 
$100 deposits are now due. Add $150 for June and August and $300 for 
July departures. For information, reservations, and brochure call... This 
fabulous cruise sells out fast; so hurry and make your reservation today! 

Call Your Man Tours today... 1-800-888-8204 

DENTURES 
IN ONE-DAY SERVICE 

Custom Upper and or Lower A . _ 

Opposing Imp. $15 rtf? 
ADA Approved Materials ▼ I llrt pa 
Appointment Highly Advised I CHi 

GENERAL DENTISTRY 
WHERE MAP 

Adult Care Dentures 

DR. THOMAS ARNOLD 
101 Marshall Place 

CARMI, IL 62821 
Information or appointment 

Call 

18008258044 
or 618 382 8010 

Also Extractions and simple oral surgery at 
reduced fee with Dental appliance 

all at Dr.'s quote 

' 0 
$ 

Bento^ — | 

r© 
No personal 
checks please. 

Evansville 
1 I IN 

The 
Toughest 
Glue On 
Planet 
Earth 

Stone, 

Metal, 

Ceramic, 

& More! 

RESPIRATORY 

MEDICATION 
Free Pharmacy Consultation 

CALLTOLL FREE 
1-877-796-9088 

Do you have 

COPD, Emphysema, Bronchitis, Asthma 

...or take any respiratory medication such as 

• Albuterol • Cromolyn 

• Proventil • Ipratropium 

• Ventolin • Combivent 
• Atrovent • Pulmicort 

Respiratory Medication delivered to your home! 
Now providing diabetes supplies! 

:: 

1 Hi C; 2lL 

Ir'lSI — 
We bill 

;* '* JrVi MEDICARE 
or private 

iMUpl insurance- 

Visit our web site at 

www.phsameds.com 

Pharmacy Services of America 

7282 Plantation Rd, Ste. 104 

Pensacola, FL 32504 
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TODAY’S TECHNOLOGY AND YOU 

The Dirt on Dishwashers 
New dishwashers offer energy 
efficiency and less noise 

Dear Jim: Our dish' 
washer is about 10 
years old, and seems 

to get louder each yean I also 
have to pre'rinse the dishes 
first, or they don’t get clean. 
Are the new “intelligent” 
dishwashers quieter and more 
efficient? - Paula N. 

Dear Paula: The use of 
an old water-guzzling 
dishwasher can have a 

significant impact on your utility 
bills, both power and water. 
Energy is used to power your 
water heater for the wash water, 
and to operate the pumps and 
controls. Water is consumed for 
the actual washing process. 

In contrast, some of the new 
dishwashers use less than five 
gallons of water for a standard 
wash cycle. They have built-in 
water heating coils so you do not 
have to keep your water heater 
temperature set excessively high 
for clean dishes. In the newer 
dishwashers, different types of 
motors, pumps, and insulation 
have improved overall efficiency. 

The newest dishwashers are 
not only more energy efficient, 
they are also quieter. Some 
manufacturers’ engineers told me 
their best models are more than 
55 percent quieter than their best 
ones made just 10 years ago. 

The cleaning process has 
also improved, with some models 
having five spraying levels to 
reach every dish. The placement 
and design of the spray heads 
provide additional room for larger 

loads. A new cleaning standard 
test requires thorough cleaning 
without pre-rinsing of 10 place 
settings covered with egg yolk, 
oatmeal, tomato sauce, etc., that 
is dried on for two hours. 

“Intelligent” dishwashers are 
ones that sense how dirty the 
dishes are and automatically run 
the proper number of wash and 
rinse cycles at the proper tem¬ 

perature to clean them. If left up 
to the homeowners, dishwashers 
usually get set to a maximum 
cleaning setting, which is over¬ 
kill and needlessly wastes water 
and energy. The controls on 
intelligent dishwashers also allow 
you to override the automatic 
setting and select any cycle you 
wish. 

Most “intelligent” dish- 
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washers sense the turbidity 
(cloudiness) of the wash water 
during the first and each succes¬ 
sive cycle to determine when 
the dishes are clean and no more 
cycles are needed. Some designs 
shine a beam of light through 
the rinse water to determine the 
turbidity. 

Another method uses a very 
sensitive pressure switch in the 
wash and rinse water circulation 
system. When the water is still 
dirty, tiny food particles build up 
on the filter screen. This buildup 
increases the pressure drop across 
the filter, indicating particles are 
still in the water. An electronic 
“brain” starts a brief filter flush 
cycle to clean it and then the 
dishwasher continues to run until 
the screen indicates no more 
particles. 

Energy efficiency of dish¬ 
washers is primarily a function of 
the hot water use, how long the 
dishwasher runs, and the level of 
insulation. Some internal water 
heating elements warm the water 
to as high as 170 degrees for faster 
cleaning. Some of the sound 
insulation is also effective for 
keeping the water warmer. Letting 
an “intelligent” dishwasher 
automatically select the best wash 
cycle is usually the most energy 
efficient option. 

The most energy efficient 
dishwasher models use a two- 
pump design with a separate 
smaller wash pump and a drain 
pump. By using two small pumps, 

the depth of the water reservoir 
can be reduced so less water 
is needed. One-pump designs 
reverse the pump rotation to 
switch from washing to draining. 
These are less expensive to make, 
but the larger pump requires a 
larger reservoir. 

Another efficient option for 
small families is the mini dish¬ 
washer (called dishdrawers) that 
mounts one above another in any 

! cabinet under the countertop. 
They look like deep drawers and 
use only 2.4 gallons of water per 
cycle. Use just one for small loads 
or two together for medium loads. 
Another option is to leave the 
clean dishes in one and place the 
dirty dishes in the other. When 
the dirty one is full, run that 

; drawer and start filling the other 
one with dirty dishes. 

The newer dishwashers also 
have many convenient features. 

; A delay-start feature will run 
the dishwasher while you sleep. 
A built-in water softener can 

K 
KENTUCKY 

STEEL TRUSS 
BUILDINGS 
 me.  © 

1FREE CATALOQUE 

1-859-745-0606 
www.kstbuild.com 

www.hardyheoter.com 
Bates@hardyheater.com 

“The stainless steel construction 
Heats home and household 
hot water 
10-year warranty 
Connects to your existing 

or hydronic system 
Standard with bronze 

id automatic draft 
combustion blower, and grates 
Units from 100,000 to 250,000 
BTU’s output 
Financing Available (new) 
Dealer Inquiries Welcome 

Hardy Manufacturing 
Company, Inc. 

12345 Road 505 
PHILADELPHIA, MS 39350 

(1-800-542-7395) 

LOWEST COST 
Term Life Insurance 

Issue ages through 90 

AGE $100,000 $250,000 
45 9.63 17.33 
55 14.49 29.48 
65 29.70 67.50 

Rates figured on monthly cost for female non-tobacco users. 

RAMLET & ASSOC, INC. 
(800) 933-6354 

AGL Life Assurance Company Form No. TC-191 

reduce spots. High-temperature 
antibacterial cycles are good for 
families with children. If your 
kitchen is hot and humid during 
the summer, select a condensing 
model that does not circulate the 
hot drying air into your kitchen. 

Write for (instantly download 
- www.dulley.com) Utility Bills 
Update No. 578 - buyers guide 
of the 16 most efficient, quiet 
dishwasher manufacturers listing 
water usage, number of pumps, 
wash cycles, convenient features, 
prices, and efficiency tips. Please 
include $3 and a business-size 
SASE. James Dulley, Illinois 
Country Living, 6906 Royalgreen 
Dr., Cincinnati, OH 45244- 

James Dulley is a mechanical 
engineer who writes on a wide 
variety of energy and utility 
topics. His column appears 
in a large number of daily 
newspapers. 

SF>ECI/\L! 
30x50x10 

29 Gauge Galvalume Metal 

Price includes: 
Materials, Delivery and Construction 
with Engineered Trusses, a 10’ or 12’ Sliding Door, One 
Walk-In Door, 6 Skylights (if requested), One-Year 
Warranty on Labor and Materials, and a 20 year limited 
warranty on Galvalume metal. 

$ Fully insured for your protection 
ft Price may vary based on location 
5 Call for a free brochure & estimate 
$ Major credit cards are accepted 
$ Financing available IW.A.C.j 
% Painted metal & many sizes available 
ft Engineered buildings and kits available 

(E 
FAX: 1-866-S82-U00 • EMAIL: sales@nationalbain.com 
OFFICE HOURS: Mon-Fri8:00-5:OOp.ni. Sat 8-12csl 

ryationalbarn.com 
J Log On! For Pricing, Photos, Brochure, FAQ... 
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Geothermal Grant 
Money available for energy saving heat pumps 
Imagine a heating and cooling system that would 

keep you cool in the summer and warm in the 

winter, cut your utility bills by 25 to 50 percent, and 

help save Planet Earth, all at the same time. 

Sounds like a challenge for the new millennium, 

doesn’t it? 

The good news is this advanced heating and 

cooling system is here today. It’s called a geothermal 

heat pump, and thousands of homeowners and 

businesses are already reaping the benefits, including 

higher comfort levels and lower utility bills. 

A geothermal heat pump taps the renewable, 

safe, and virtually endless energy supply that lies just 
below the earth’s surface. 

The way it works is simple. In winter, warmth 

is drawn from the earth through a series of pipes, 

called a loop, installed beneath the ground. A water 

solution circulating through this piping loop carries 

the earth’s natural warmth to a heat pump inside the 

home. 

A unique collaboration between the 

Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives and 

the Illinois Clean Energy Community Foundation 

provides non-profit organizations and communities 

with assistance in going geothermal. Incentive 

funds totaling $500,000 are available to qualifying 

Illinois electric cooperative members to install 

geothermal heating and cooling technology in 

facilities owned by local government or non-profit 

organizations. 

Grants of up to $50,000 per project will cover 

half of the “incremental cost” of each project, or 

the difference between a traditional heating-cooling 

installation and a geothermal system. 

For more information on the program, go 

to www.aiec.coop and click on the geothermal 

button, or contact John Freitag or Rick Policy at 

the Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives at 

(217) 529-5561. 

Members of the Pouts Christian Church, Centralia, received a $40,750 grant toward the installation of a geothermal 
heating and air conditioning system in their new church. The grant teas funded by the Illinois Clean Energy Community 
Foundation, and administered by the Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives. John Winter (center), Commercial 
Sales Manager, Enertech, Inc.; and Mike Rightnowar (right), Owner of Rightnowar Heating and Cooling; discuss the 
operation of the indoor portion of the geothermal system with Jerry Piercy, Pastor of the church. 
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Blue Sky Outages 
You can’t always blame the weather 
for power outages 

magine sitting at your computer when all of a 
sudden the lights go out. Outside it is a beautiful 

day with hardly a breeze or a cloud in the sky. What 
could have caused an outage on a blue-sky day like 
this? 

Most people can understand a power outage dur¬ 
ing a severe storm. They don’t like it, but they can 
understand why it happens. What’s hard to under¬ 
stand are all the other reasons for power outages that 
don’t have anything to do with the weather. 

Some of the reasons can sound pretty strange. 
Would you believe a snake? How about a squirrel? 
Sometimes the very next day a fuse that is weakened 
during the first outage will fail, causing another out¬ 
age in the same area. 

Sometimes outages are caused by vandalism. 
Recently an Illinois co-op had several outages caused 
by someone throwing a log chain across the power 
lines. In another case, a beer party turned into a 
lumberjack contest, and a nearby power pole became 
the victim of the drunken chop job. Besides causing 
outages, this type of criminal activity could land 

someone in jail, or worse, six-feet under. 
Then there are tall cranes, other construction 

equipment, and farm equipment that can take out a 
line. Car wrecks can wipe out a pole and line, even 

J on a clear weather day. Power line equipment can 
also fail. And then there are the trees. 

Many outages during good weather and bad are 
caused by trees. Most blinking light problems are 

! also caused by trees. For a rural electric cooperative 
with thousands of miles of line in rural areas, trees 
can be a real frustrating problem for both members 
and linemen. The good news is that co-ops across 
Illinois are making progress in many areas. Co-ops 
are taking a scientific, arborist approach to right 
of way management. Utility arborist standards and 

; work practices save money in the long run, save 
trees, improve safety, and prevent outages. 

Squirrels can cause outages even on a clear, blue'sky day. 
The little guy hiding out on this pole lost his friend when he 
wandered too close to one of the fuses protecting the phase 
on the far right. The blown fuse had to be replaced by a 

lineman to restore power. 
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Feeding the Flock This book, submitted by the 
Levee Pond Pentecostal 
Church in Cave-In-Rock, 

is paper backed, comb bound, sells 
for $10 each including shipping, 
and contains 91 pages of mouth¬ 
watering recipes. To order, contact 
Shirley Oxford, Levee Pond Pen¬ 
tecostal Church, Box 152, Eliza¬ 
bethtown, II 62931. 

Cranberry, White Chocolate Chip 
Oatmeal Cookies 
Dawn Wilson 

1 C. butter or margarine 
1-1/2 C. sugar 
2 eggs 
1 tsp. vanilla 
2 C. all-purpose flour 
1 tsp. baking powder 
14 tsp. baking soda 
Vi tsp. salt 
2 C. quick-cooking rolled oats 
1 C. raisins 
1 C. dried cranberries 
1 (10-oz.) pkg. vanilla, white 

chocolate chips 

In a large bowl beat butter for 30 seconds. 
Add sugar, eggs, and vanilla. Combine. In 
another bowl stir together flour, baking 
powder, baking soda, and salt. Beat half 
of flour mixture into butter mixture. Stir 
in remaining flour mixture, oats, raisins, 
cranberries, and vanilla chips. Drop by 
rounded teaspoonfuls onto greased cookie 
sheet. Bake at 375° for 10-12 minutes or 
until lightly browned. Makes about 42 
cookies. 

Photos by Catrina McCulley Wagner 



Visit www.icl.coop to 
see an archive of past 

Illinois Country 
Living recipes. 

American Pride This book, submitted by the 
Carle Clinic of Bloom' 
ington, is paper-backed, 

comb-bound, sells for $12 includ¬ 
ing shipping, and is filled with 540 
wonderful recipes. To order, contact 
Betty Duzan, Carle Clinic, 1701 
E. College Ave., Bloomington, IL 
61704. 

Southwestern Chicken Corn Chowder 
Connie Sue Klenckvorth 

Vi tsp. Olive oil 
1 C. chopped onions 
1 tsp. bottled minced garlic 
1 (14-1/2-oz.) can fat-free chicken 

broth 
1 (10-3/4-oz.) can reduced-fat cream 

of chicken soup 
(4-oz.) can chopped green chilies, 

drained 
1 (10-oz.) can chicken (or 2 C. diced, 

cooked chicken) 
1 (14'1/2-oz.) can cream-style corn 
1 (14'1/2-oz.) can whole kernel com 
H tsp. chili powder, or more to taste 
14 tsp. ground cumin 
1 (5-oz.) can fat-free evaporated milk 

Heat olive oil in 4'1/2-quart Dutch oven 
or soup pot over medium-high heat. Stir 
in onion and cook for 30 seconds. Stir in 
garlic. Add broth and raise heat to high. 
Add soup and mix well. Allow soup to 
come to boil while adding chilies. When 
soup boils, reduce heat to low. Add 
chicken, cans of corn, chili powder, and 
cumin. Mix well. Remove from heat and 
stir in milk. Serve at once. Garnish with 
cheese. 

Strawberry Soup 
Betty Duzan 

2 pkgs. frozen strawberries, thawed 
2 C. milk 
1 pt. whipping cream 
Vi C. sour cream 

Mix in blender. Refrigerate until ready 
to serve. 

Chocolate Popcorn 
Sharon Kerr 

1 bag microwave popcorn, popped 
l/z lb. Wilton “candy melt” or other 

colored chocolate 
1 T. Paramount crystals 

Melt chocolate and crystals in micro- 
wave, stirring every 30 seconds until 
smooth. Pour over popcorn and mix well. 
Spread on cookie sheet. Chill. Break 
apart and serve. Store in covered con¬ 
tainer. Paramount crystals can be found 
in specialty baking or candy stores. 

Pizza Bread 
Kristy Braun 

1 loaf frozen bread dough, thawed 

1 egg 
Parmesan cheese 
1 pkg. sliced pepperoni or Canadian 

bacon 
2 C. Mozzarella cheese 

Press bread dough into rectangle shape. 
Beat egg slightly and spread on dough. 
Sprinkle on Parmesan cheese. Add 
meat and Mozzarella cheese. Fold dough 
lengthwise and pinch together sides. 
Bake on cookie sheet at 350° for 30 min¬ 
utes. Cut into slices. 



The Great Pumpkin Patch 
Illinois grows more pumpkins than any other state 

Illinois may be better known for corn and 
soybeans, but as you serve that pumpkin pie this 
holiday season you can now tell your guests this little 
known fact—Illinois is the top pumpkin patch, too. 

Illinois harvests nearly 12,300 acres of the 
popular decorative and edible fruit, 40 percent more 
than the second-leading pumpkin-producing state, 
Michigan. 

The crop’s value fluctuates depending upon yield 
and prices, but generally exceeds $10 million. 

Frey Farms, located in Keenes, Ilk, east of 
Mt. Vernon, is among the state’s top producers. 
Company president Sarah Frey-Talley and her four 
brothers devote 750 acres of their family’s 1,200-acre 
farm to pumpkins. They also contract with growers 
throughout southeastern Illinois to produce pump¬ 
kins on an additional 750 acres. 

The business accounts for 12 percent of the 
state’s pumpkin acreage and makes the 28-year- 
old Frey-Talley one of the youngest high-volume 
pumpkin producers in the Midwest, if not the entire 
United States. 

This year, Frey Farms sold one million pumpkins 
to the nation’s largest retailer, Wal-Mart, which 
ships them to its stores nationwide. Another 500,000 
pumpkins were bought from non-contract growers 

and re-sold to other distribution centers and retail 
outlets. 

Illinois is not only the nation’s leading pumpkin 
producer, but also its leading pumpkin processor. 
In fact, most of its production is canned at one 
of two plants near Peoria — Libby’s in Morton or 
Seneca Foods in Princeville — and used to make 
pies and other dishes. According to Bob Reese, a 
marketing representative for the Illinois Department 
of Agriculture, an estimated 95 percent of the pump¬ 
kins processed in the United States are grown in 
Illinois. 

The Illinois Department of Agriculture helps 
pumpkin farmers and other specialty crop growers 
expand markets for their produce. Its efforts include 
the creation of a logo to raise awareness about the 
wide variety of specialty crops grown in the state and 
to promote their sale and consumption. The full- 
color logo sports the slogan “Illinois: Where Fresh 
Is” and features a collection of Illinois produce. It 
currently is used by specialty growers on packaging 
and in advertising. Ultimately, the department hopes 
grocery stores will adopt the logo to identify sales 
space that has been devoted exclusively to Illinois 
produce. 
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MARKETPLACE 

NEW AND USED restaurant and con- 
cession equipment, meat saws, slicers, 
grinders, ice cream machines, stack chairs, 
s.s. sinks, tables, shelving, steam tables, 
buffets, pottery wheels and kilns. 2615 
So. First, Springfield. (217) 522-3934. 

INSULATION — 4 x 8 sheets, foil-backed 
foam — also rolls of foil-bubble-pak 
insulation. All factory seconds. Contact 
Ken Nichols at (800) 424-1256. 

SWENEY’S LLAMAS: Breeding program: 
stud service only! Proven show quality 
offspring. ELITE GENETICS. Great fiber 
and conformation, registered. Avon, IE. 
(309) 465-3847. 

MORTGAGE LENDING, SEARCHING 
for a LOAN.7 Give us the opportunity to 
beat your bank’s rate. Contract for Deed 
payoff. New purchases. Debt consolidation 
and cash out to 125%. 1st and 2nd 
mortgages. Home Equity line of credit. 
Conventional, V.A., first time homebuyer 
and non-conforming. 100% investment 
property purchase. Competitive Fannie 
Mae rates! No application fee. Lot 
financing available. Call (800) 254-4431 
or (877) 579-8811 for a free consultation 
or prequalification. Priority One Financial, 
Inc., 779 Wall Street, O’Fallon, IE 62269. 
We are an Illinois Residential Mortgage 
Licensee and Equal Housing Lender. 
Member ofl.A.M.B. &N.A.M.B. 

ARGO DIRECT AMPHIBIOUS 
VEHICLES. 6 and 8 wheel true all 
terrain vehicles. (618) 588-4444. 
www.ARGODIRECT6X6.com. Cause 
your ATV don’t float and your boat ain’t 
got wheels! 

PET NUTRITION & Herbal Medicine. 
Whole food vitamin &. herbal formulas 
are now available for your dog or cat from 
knowledgeable veterinarians throughout 
Illinois. Improve the quality of life of your 
beloved pet! To locate the doctor nearest 
you, call PHIL STEINBERG toll-free at: 
(888) 654-0653. 

GULF SHORES BEACH CONDO. 2 

AUTHORIZED RAINBOW DIS¬ 
TRIBUTOR. Repairs, supplies and service. 
Living air purifiers. L & L Distributing, 
116 S. Van Buren St., Newton, IE 62448. 
(877) 783-3755. 

WANTED - TOY TRAINS: Lionel, 
American Flyer, Ives, Dorfan, Marx. 
Condition determines price. William E. 
Timpner, Pinckneyville, IE 62274 or call 
(618) 357-8112. 

FILTER QUEEN/DEFENDER sales, 
service and supplies, factory authorized. 
In-home air filtration system since 1928, 
offering more consistent, allergen-free 
indoor air quality with our total home 
care system. For free information, call 
(800) 753-5401 or write She-N-I, Inc., 
RR 1, Allendale, IE 62410. 

TURN BACK THE CLOCK twenty years 
with ReversAge. This patented, complete, 
anti-aging powdered supplement, delivers 
the most complete array of youth 
promoting elements available today. You 
can expect; improved immune system, 
muscle and skin tone, strength and 
endurance, vision, enhanced sexual func¬ 
tion and desire. Improvement with many 
serious health challenges. Start looking 
and feeling younger in just a lew weeks. 
Ask about our life changing patented food 
supplements, weight loss, and incredible 
International Business Opportunity. 
Products and business have an uncon¬ 
ditional money hack guarantee! (888) 
251 -1538. www.redefinesuccess.com. 
PASSCODE 208405101. 

CUSTOM SAWMILLING: Your logs cut 
to order on a wood-mizer saw-mill. One or 
more. Anna, IL. (618) 833-5886. 

WANTED TO BUY Standing TIMBER. 
All species. Pay top price. Clear or select 
cut. Call (815) 434-4141. 

CEDAR HILL RIVER RESORT - New 
cabins on Ohio River, Elizabethtown, IL. 
Nightly rentals, hot tubs, full kitchens. 
www.cedarhillriverresort.com. (217) 824- 
4257, (217) 652-4257. 

SICK CAMPER REFRIGERATOR? 
Specializing in rebuilding cooling units. 
New and used units available. Camper 
repair. Crutcher’s RV, Cropsey, IL. 
(309) 377-3721. 

TREE GROWERS: Learn how to grow high 
quality hardwoods. Join the Illinois Walnut 
Council. For information, call (217) 442- 
1691 or e-mail vccd@vccd.org. 

ILLINOIS CONSULTING FORESTERS, 
INC. Timber Sales-Forest Management. 
We work for the landowner, www.illinoi 
sconsultingforesters.org. Ph. (618) 526- 
4251. 

WANTED TO BUY: STANDING 
TIMBER. All species. Pay top prices. Call 
(217) 285-2760. 

bed, 2 bath, on the beach. $500/wk fall, 
$630/wk spring, www.ourgulfbeachcondo 
.com. (636) 477-1099. 

TRAILERS - UTILITY - CARGO - 
CARHAULERS. We accept Visa, 
Mastercard. We buy used trailers. Auto 
King, 2423 S. Main, Bloomington. (309) 
821-9000. 

MINIATURE MEDITERRANEAN 
DONKEYS. Pet, show and breeding quality. 
Gray duns, chocolates, spotteds and blacks. 
Visitors welcome. Canton, IL. (309) 647- 
7162. www.copperascreek.com. 

SAFE/EFFICIENT heat from our out¬ 
door boilers-wood or corn fired. New, 
used, demo’s available. Summer specials! 
COUNTRY COMFORT (888) 561- 
8232. 

Wood heat. Clean, safe, efficient Central 
Boiler OUTDOOR WOOD FURNACE. 
Heats multiple buildings. Available: steel, 
titanium enhanced stainless. Financing. 
25-year warranty. (618) 835-2707. 

How to place an ad: 

1) Type or print ad neatly. 

2) Count words. Cost is $25 for up to the first 20 words. $1.50 each additional 
word. Ads with insufficient funds will not be printed. 

3) Prepayment is required. Include check or money order with ad for amount due. 
Also include address label from Illinois Country Living or other proof of Illinois 
electric cooperative membership. Only members of Illinois electric cooperatives 
may place Marketplace ads. 

4) Mail to: Illinois Marketplace, P.O. Box 3787, Springfield, IL 62708, by 
deadline. 

Deadlines: February issue - December 20; 
March issue - January 20. 

We reserve the right to reject any advertisement. Ads received after the deadline will be placed in the next 
available issue. Non-members wishing to advertise should contact the Weiss Group at (480) 860-5394 for 
information about display advertising. 
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Furnace Tune Up 
Qet more mileage and energy savings 

Homes that heat with natural gas, oil, or propane can expect to see 
their heating bills jump 10 to 15 percent this winter. A simple tune 
up can help lower the cost of running any heating system whether 
you use gas, propane, or electricity. Contact your local electric cO'Op 
or heat and air contractor for more information. 

from your furnace 
You’ll save a lot of energy by having your 

furnace tuned up periodically. Electric, 
gas, and propane furnaces can go three to five 
years between service calls, and longer if you 
change the filters regularly. Oil furnaces need 
service once a year because they get dirty and 
need annual adjustments. 

Changing filters is one of the key main¬ 
tenance tasks to keep any type of furnace 
running efficiently. Without a filter, your 
blower, furnace, and air conditioning coil 
can get dirty. These items are difficult and 
expensive to clean. Make sure you know 
where your furnace’s filter is located and what 
size it is. Inspect it periodically, and replace 
it when it’s dirty. If you have a washable 
filter, clean it with soap and hot water. How 
frequently you need to change the filter 
depends on the amount of dirt in the house 
and around the furnace, and also how much 
time the furnace runs. 

If you have a combustion furnace-one that bums 
gas or oil-select a contractor who uses an electronic 
combustion analyzer. Electronic analyzers can guide 
the technician to adjust the furnace for optimal per¬ 
formance and safety. 

Duct air leakage is one of the most severe 
energy-wasters in your heating system, and this 
applies to both electric and combustion furnaces. 
The best heating contractors will check your ducts 
for air leakage, and seal the biggest leaks. 

They should start by sealing all the larger joints 
near the furnace, and then work out towards the 
branch ducts as access allows. Strangely enough, 
duct tape isn’t a good choice for sealing ducts be¬ 
cause its adhesive usually fails after a short time. 
Duct mastic, available in cans or buckets, is an ef¬ 
fective and permanent material for sealing duct air 
leaks. 

Source: John Krigger, Saturn Resource Management 
(www.srmi.biz) 

CABIN RENTAL. Shawnee Forest, 
Garden of the Gods, Rim Rock, Pounds 
Hollow. New, rustic decor, kitchen, air, 
cable. Winter hiking is awesome, www.r | 
imrocksdogwoodcabins.com. (618) 264- 
6036. 

WANTED: STANDING TIMBER. All 
species. 5 acres or more. Aaron Powers 
Logging. Greenup, IL. (217) 923-5626. 

BRIDGE TIMBERS. Ideal mantel, beams, 
outdoor benches 2.5” x 8”; 3.0” x 11”. Sell 
as is or planed revealing natural grain look. 
Beautiful. (618) 549-1652. 

NEED LUMBER? Custom saw-milling; 
Bring own log or select one of ours - make 
boards any size you like. (618) 586-2488. 

KITTENS: AMERICAN BOBTAILS. 
Browns, silvers, lynx points (snowbobs). 
Grandmother in full page ad. Excellent 
with children and pets. $200 (217) 324- 
2678. 

WANTED TO BUY: Standing timber and 
logs. Timber harvesting specialist. DIRECT 
MARKETS for grade logs and veneer. 
Prices unbeatable. (618) 426-3065. 

POPE COUNTY, 70 ACRES adjacent 
SNF, outbuildings, ponds, spring, fenced 
pasture, timber, wildlife, house 3200 sq. ft., 
excellent condition. (618) 695-2462. 

GRASS FED BEEF: l/2s, l/4s and variety 
packs starting at $50. Raised Joel Salatin’s 
way-all natural. Call (618) 586-2488. 

Everything needed for ULTIMATE EBAY 
PROFITS. 20 info-packed reports on CD 
tell it all. $20 cash or MO. No checks. 
EBAY, PO. Box 221, Palestine, IL 62451. 

FOR RENT CABIN. Furnished. South¬ 
eastern, IL. Richland County. Surrounded 
by 722 acres of privately owned, excellent 
hunting land. (618) 723-2361. 

WANTED: SOMEONE WITH EXPE¬ 
RIENCE in operating sawmill and timber 
cutting to run Baker Sawmill on shares. 
Jonesboro, IL area. (618) 747-2015. 
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Deer in the Headlights 
Study shows deer-vehicle collisions on the rise 

If you haven’t hit or been hit by a deer on the highway, chances are you 
know someone who has. A study by the Institute for Highway Safety 
shows that deer-vehicle accidents increased by 69 percent in Illinois and 
four other states. 

A national study funded by the 
Institute for Highway Safety shows that 
deenvehicle collisions are on the rise. 
The study also reported that some current 
methods of preventing deer-vehicle col¬ 
lisions are not effective or require more 
investigation. 

The study, said to be the first to look 
at this problem on a national level, relied 
on federal and state data, and academic 
studies. According to the report, more 
than 1.5 million traffic crashes involving 
deer produce at least $1.1 billion in 
vehicle damage and 150 fatalities each 
year. 

“Deer-vehicle collisions typically 
occur in darkness on high-speed, two- 
lane, rural roads, especially when forest 
cover is close to the road,” said the report. 

From the years 1992 to 1995, there 
were an average of 111 fatal crashes per 
year compared to an average of 154 fatal 
crashes per year involving animals from 
1998 to 2001, according to the National 
Highway Traffic Safety Administration. 
This is an increase of 39 percent. 
NHTSA reported 274,000 total police- 
reported crashes with animals annually 
in 2000 - 01 compared with 222,000 in 
1992 - 93, an increase of 24 percent. 

The study notes that most state crash 
data do not distinguish crashes involving 
deer from those involving other animals 
such as moose, elk, horses, and cattle. 
Data from states that do distinguish 
the types of animals involved in the 
crashes show that most are with deer. 
For example, Michigan reported that 
99.7 percent of crashes involving animals are with 
deer. In Minnesota, it’s more than 90 percent and in 
Pennsylvania 93 percent. 

According to the report, deer-vehicle collisions 
increased by 69 percent in five states combined 
(Illinois, Maine, Michigan, Minnesota, and Utah) 
from 1985 to 1991. Deer-vehicle crashes increased in 
Pennsylvania by 54 percent from 1994 to 2000. 

The study concluded that, based on evidence 
from studies, deer whistles and deer flagging signs 
are not effective. Deer whistles attach to vehicles 
and produce ultrasonic noise in the attempts to 
drive deer away. Deer flagging is based upon the 
observation that whitetail deer raise their tails as 

a warning sign to other deer. Silhouette models of 
whitetail deer from behind with raised tails were 
placed along highways, but it was shown not to be 
effective at affecting deer movement in experimental 
studies. 

The report concludes that fencing, com¬ 
bined with appropriately placed underpasses and 
overpasses, is the only method proven effective to 
preventing deer from entering the road and reducing 
deer-vehicle collisions. There are other methods 
such as herd reduction, roadside clearing, and road 
signage where more research is needed about their 
effectiveness. 

Source: Institute For Highway Safety 
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Medicare Drug Card 
Are Medicare drug discount cards right for you? 

Seniors have given a lackluster response to the Medicare drug discount 
card because of confusion about the program. But those Medicare'digible 
seniors without prescription drug coverage likely would benefit. Go to 
www.medicare.gov or call (800) 633'4227to find out more. 

Since June 1, 2004, Medicare 
participants have been able to pun 
chase and use Medicare drug discount 
cards, intended to help seniors with 
no prescription drug coverage. The 
discount cards are effective from June 
2004 through the end of 2005, after 
which time a Medicare prescription 
drug benefit program will begin. 

Medicare-eligible retirees with¬ 
out prescription drug coverage 
should look into participating in this 
new program, says Chris Stephen, 
National Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association’s (NRECA) Senior 
Principal for Legislative Affairs. 
However, those with prescription 
drug coverage are unlikely to gain any 
advantage by joining the discount 
card program. 

Medicare drug discount cards: 
• Are available only to Medicare 

participants who do not have 
outpatient prescription drug 
coverage through Medicaid. 

• Cost no more than $30 per year. 
• Enable seniors to save an estimated 10-25 per¬ 

cent on many full retail price prescriptions. 
• Cost nothing for low-income seniors who do 

not have prescription drug coverage (except a 
Medicare + Choice plan or a Medigap policy) 
and come with a $600 credit. 

• Have voluntary enrollment. 
There are more than 70 different Medicare drug 

discount cards — 40 national cards and 33 regional 
— offered by private-sector sponsors (e.g., insurance 
companies or a large group of pharmacies). Each dis¬ 
count card provides different discounts on different 
prescription drugs. However, a sponsor can change 
its discount drug list and the discounted price at 
anytime, and not all pharmacies accept the cards. 
Participants can have only one Medicare-approved 
drug discount card at a time and can only switch 
to a new discount card in 2005 (certain exceptions 
apply). 

You might expect the discount card program to 
be a resounding success given the rise in drug prices 
these past few years. Since 2000, drug prices have 
risen 27.6 percent, three times the rate of inflation. 

However, of the 41 million seniors on Medicare, 
just 2.8 million have enrolled in the discount card 
program. 

Should you enroll in the Medicare drug discount 
card program? 

If seniors have prescription drug coverage 
through their current health insurance or already get 
discounts on prescriptions from other programs, their 
existing coverage most likely saves them more than 
the new Medicare drug discount card. Seniors may 
still obtain a drug discount card in addition to their 
existing health coverage, but they could only use 
either the discount card or their existing coverage 
for a particular prescription (whichever yields the 
greatest discount). 

However, Medicare-eligible seniors without 
prescription drug coverage are likely to benefit by 
enrolling in the program. 
Want to learn more? 

Medicare has created a Web site and a phone 
line to assist individuals wishing to learn more about 
the discount card program: 

Go to www.medicare.gov and select 
“Prescription Drug and Other Assistance Programs,” 

! or call 800-MEDICARE, (800) 633-4227, and ask 
j about drug savings. 

Both resources allow users to determine which 
discount card sponsor offers the lowest price on 
brand name, generic, and mail order drugs. 

Source: Omar Bassal, NRECA Benefits Department 
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DATEBOOK 

3, Murder Mystery Theater - “I Saw 
Mommy Killing Santa Claus” at Von 
Jakoh Vineyard in Pomona. When 
a shopping mall Santa starts telling 
people he’s the real thing, it’s Murder 
on 34th Street! Uproarious interactive 
murder mystery (participation is op¬ 
tional) . Wine tasting and hors d’ oeu¬ 
vres from 5:30 - 6:30 p.m. Play and 
dinner to follow. $29.50. (618) 893- 
4500 or www.vonjakobvineyard.com. 

3-5, Holiday Craft Sale at Southern 
Illinois University’s Student Center in 
Carbondale. An annual holiday craft 
sale that features more than 75 crafts 
people. Holiday decorations, gifts, and 
other unique items. Free. (618) 453- 
3636 or www.siu.edu/~sccrafts. 

4 & 11, The Stagecoach Inn’s An¬ 
nual Christmas Store in Middle- 
town. 9 a.m.-l p.m. Adults and 
children welcome. Gifts priced from 
$.25 to $10. Handcrafted items and 
more. (217) 445-2208. 

4, The Fourth Annual Home For 
The Holidays in Elsah. Experi¬ 
ence Christmas at this annual house 
tour and tree lighting. There will be 
horse-drawn carriage rides, carolers, 
holiday music, and a holiday dinner. 
$10 per person. (618) 374-2821 or 
www.greentreeinn.com. 

4, Mistletoe Ball at the historic 
Turner Hall in Galena. A glamorous 
19th Century-style Ball with music, 
drawings, hors d’ oeuvres, prizes, and 
more. Tickets are $50. Reservations 
are required. (815) 777-9129. 

4-5, Christmas Love 
at Vrooman Mansion 
in Bloomington. A 
charity event to raise 
money for Habitat for 
Humanity. View the two floors of this beautiful Victorian 
bed and breakfast as they are decorated with holiday 
festivities. Enjoy refreshments and entertainment. Enter 
into a raffle for a free overnight stay for two, and a $50 
gift certificate for the Olive Garden. $5 admission. (309) 
828-8816, or www.vroomanmansion.com. 

4, The Red Hill Christmas Craft 
Show at the Lawrence County 
4-H Center in Lawrenceville. 
Show times are 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
Hand made crafts from a two-state 
area will be sold. Food will be fur¬ 
nished by the Lawrence County 
Fair Board. (618) 936-2439 or 
schultzl8@earthlink.net. 

4, Pike County 4-H 
Foundation Craft 
Show at the Farm 
Bureau Building in 
Pittsfield. Free. All- 
day 4-H bake sale, 
soup, sandwiches, 
pie, and drinks. Door 
prizes, and a special 
Longaberger basket 
raffle will be held 
tickets are $1 each. 
Saturday 9:00 a.m. 
-3:00 p.m. (217) 
236-7025 or (217) 
285-5543. 

Your Drains, Septic System, 
Grease Trap, Lagoon are DYING !! 
'Rooters’, Chemicals, Enzymes, Pumping Don’t Last 

Only Biological RECYCLING Can Save Them ! 

RECYCLE to RESTORE then PREVENT with BIO-SURE 
Drainpipe ’ We Recycle choking build-up into nutrients and soda water. 

• Eliminates and Prevents the cause of stoppage and odors. 

• Chemicals, rodding, pumping, are only temporary... at best. 

• Restores septic tank/field to work like new. Pumping can't. 

• Clean Grease Traps lessen injuries, turnover, lost customers. 

• Safe and easy to apply yourself, saves you more money. 

Septic Tank/ 

Gr. Trap Before 

Septic Tank/ 

Gr. Trap After 

Original 
BIO-SURE 
since 1967 

6 
BBB 

I 
Member 

• Proven, recommended, sold for years... by the best plumbing 

firms in our area. LOW Cost. SAVE BIG! 

• BIO-SURE RESULTS MONEY-BACK GUARANTEED 

• Cost is reasonabl ? but systems vary greatly. 
For FREE information kit, or to order now-- 

Call Free 800/932-8436 
Visit www.BIO-SURE.com 

bio-sure@bio-sure.com 

CHALLENGER PRODUCTS CORPORATION Box 19026, Topeka, KS 66619 
Plumbing Contractor, Sanitary Supplier; Dealer Inquiries Invited 
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4, Lucia Fest at the Evangelical 
Covenant Church in Paxton. Brunch, 
bake sale, and bazaar: 9 a.m.-l p.m. 
Serving Swedish foods such as pan- 
cakes, Swedish potato sausage, lingon- 
berries, egg coffee, Swedish cheeses, 
rice pudding, fruit soup, rye bread, 
rolls, and cookies. (217) 379-3554. 

4, Annual Christmas Parade in 
Downtown Springfield. Marching 
bands, wonderful floats, and of course, 
Santa and his elves, bring the holiday 
spirit to life in this traditional Ameri¬ 
can Christmas parade. 

4-5, Christmas Trees and Dr. 
Wright’s House in Altamont. Walk 
through this historic home as part of 
Country Christmas in Altamont. It 
will be decorated with trees provided 
by Altamont Chamber of Commerce 
businesses. Built in 1889, the 18-room 
Renaissance Revival brick house con¬ 
tains furnishings belonging to three 
generations of the Wright family. It 
is listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places. Adult admission is $5, 
and students ages 6 to 18 are $1. (618) 
483-6397. 

11, Festival of Trees at the 
12th Street Presbyterian 
Church in Alton. Deco¬ 
rated Christmas trees 
will be on display and 
raffled off. Also, crafts 
and baked goods 
will be for sale and 
a holiday ham din¬ 
ner will be served. OF-TREES 
Free admission. (618) 
465-2507. 

11-12, Nutcracker - Peoria Bal¬ 
let Join Clara, The Sugar Plum 
Fairy, and an army of scurrying 
mice as Peoria Ballet whisks you 
away to the enchanted Kingdom 
of the Sweets. Live music accom¬ 
panies this spectacular holiday 
favorite performed at the Peoria 
Civic Center Theater. 

12, Historic Quincy Business 
District Cookie Walk in down¬ 
town Quincy. (217) 228-8696. 

12, Silver Bells and Diamonds 
at Lewis and Clark Community 
College in Godfrey. Brought 
to you by the Greater Alton 
Concert Association, the 4 Dia¬ 
monds have been pleasing audi¬ 
ences for almost 50 years, have 
had many hit records, and per¬ 
form worldwide. This is their first 
Christmas program. Admission is 
$12 in advance, $14 at the door. 
Children are $5 in advance, $6 
at the door. Special group rates 
are available for groups of 15 or 
more. (618) 466-7751. 

27-28, Prairie Mills Windmill 
Christmas Show in Golden. 
(217) 696-2495. 

FESTIVAL 

17, A Romantic, Classical Christmas Dinner 
at Von Jakob Vineyard in Pomona. Put the rush 
of the holidays to the side for an evening and 
romance your love at the winery. Call and make a 
reservation for this special treat. (618) 893-4500 
or vonj akobvineyard @ earthlink. ne t. 

10-12, Country Christmas 
Fair at the Belle-Clair Fair¬ 
grounds in Belleville. Friday 
from 4-8 p.m. Saturday from 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. Sunday from 
10 a.m.-4 p.m. $3 admission. 
(618) 539-3395. 

31, First Night River 
Bend at Lewis and Clark 
Community College 
in Godfrey. First Night 

River Bend is an annual alco¬ 
hol-free celebration of the arts 
on New Year’s Eve. Admission 
is $10 per person; $8 until noon 
on 12/30. (618) 468-7500 or 
www.fnrblc.com. 

5, The Third Annual Christmas 
Home Tour in the Brussels, Golden 
Eagle, and Meppen areas. $10 per 
person. The tour begins at St. Mary 
Church Hall in Brussels and in¬ 
cludes 10 homes. This will definitely 
get you in the holiday spirit. Ticket 
sales will be from 12-4 p.m. (618) 
883-2124. 

Illinois Country Living publishes event listings as space allows, giving prefer¬ 
ence to events of regional or statewide interest. Event listings are provided by 
the event sponsors and the Illinois Bureau of Tourism. The magazine assumes 
no responsibility for the accuracy of information submitted for publication 
and advises calling ahead to confirm dates and times. To be considered for in¬ 
clusion, send listings and photographs (If sending photographs please include 
self-addressed stamped envelope) to Illinois Datebook, Illinois Country Liv¬ 
ing, PO Box 3787. Springfield, IL 62708-3787. The deadline for submission is 
45 days prior to the publication date. 
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Call 800.GEO.SAVE or visit waterftimace.com 

Anna 
Hartline Htg. & Clg. 

618-833-6802 

Belleville 
BEL-0 Sales & Service, Inc. 

618-235-6626 

Sigman Htg. & A/C, Inc. 

618-234-4343 

Bloomington 
Wm. Masters Inc. 

309-662-8481 

Brighton 
Den-Son Inc. Clg. & Htg. 

618-372-8375 

Canton 
Easley Mechanical 

309-647-3450 

G-M Mechanical 

309-647-5700 

Charleston 
ID Mechanical 

Contractors, Inc. 

217-345-9633 

Effingham 
Jansen's Htg. & A/C 

217-347-5223 

Flora 
Electro Electric 

618-662-4520 

Forrest 
Kupferschmid, Inc. 

815-657-8147 

Gibson City 
Houston Plumbing 

800-379-2165 

Goodfield 
Hinrichsen 

309-965-2604 

Lawrenceville 
Tracy Electric 

618-943-2243 

Lincoln 
■Albert Service Htg. & A/C 

217-735-9990 

Litchfield 
Snell’s Plumbing & Htg. 

217-3244560 

Macomb 
Arnold Brothers Htg. & Clg. 

309-833-2852 

Here’s how to turn your home into your fami¬ 

ly’s dream home - with a geothermal 

heating and cooling system from 

WaterFumace. In winter, your WaterFumace geother¬ 

mal system will provide even, clean and reliable 

heat In summer, the same system will keep your home 

comfortably cool and dry. A WaterFumace system bums no 

fossil fuels - and operates so efficiently - that you can save up 

to 60 percent on your monthly energy bills - all while protecting 

the environment and keeping your family safe from carbon monoxide. With 

WaterFumace, your dream home can come true. 

Marion Pittsfield Thomasboro 
D & C Sheetmetal Peters Htg. & A/C, Inc. Hoveln Htg. & Clg. 
618-997-6577 217-285-1600 217-643-2125 

Metropolis Pontiac Tkscola 
Mike's Htg. & Air Kupferschmid, Inc. Triangle Htg. & Clg. 
618-524-3270 815-842-3812 217-253-5400 

ML Vernon Quincy Vandaila 
Holloway Htg. & A/C Peters Htg. & A/C, Inc. Hunter Appliance Htg. & Clg. 
618-242-5481 217-222-1368 618-283-3224 

Murphysboro Red Bud Vienna 
Williams A/C & Htg., Inc. De Rousse Htg. & A/C, Inc. Mike’s Htg. & Air 
618-684-3606 618-282-2224 618-695-2756 

Normal Springfield Virden 
Frost Clg. & Htg. Collins Plumbing & Htg. Snell’s Plumbing & Htg. 
309-862-2571 217-793-8031 217-965-3911 

Pana Sullivan Waterloo 
Macari Service Center Rowland Plumbing & Htg. Sigman Htg. & A/C 
217-562-3631 217-728-8025 618-2344343 

Paxton Shelbyville Toennies Service Co. 
Houston Plumbing Macari Service Center 618-248-5130 
800-379-2165 217-774-4214 

Watseka 
Peru Steelville R & M Electric 
Pro's Htg. & Clg. Williams A/C & Htg., Inc. 8154324062 

815-223-0715 618-965-2040 
West Frankfort 

Petersburg Taylorville McCords Htg. & A/C 

Collins Plumbing & Htg. Yard Htg. & Clg. 618-932-3745 

217-632-3670 217-8244737 

Cissna Park 
Boyce Electric 

815457-2700 

Collinsville 
BEL-0 Sales & Service, Inc. 

618-344-3434 

Columbia 
BEL-0 Sales & Service, Inc. 

618-281-8118 

Damiansville 
Toennies Service Co. 

618-248-5130 

Decatur 
Design Air Htg. & A/C 

217-429-1105 

800-452-7845 

Delavan 
Jeckel Plumbing & Htg. 

309-244-8265 

Chester 
De Rousse Htg. & A/C, Inc. 

618-826-4359 


