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OUTBACK 
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BUILDINGS 

CLASSIC BARN from $5,650. AMERICAN BARN from $4,696. 

DISTRIBUTORS WANTED 
JOIN US NOW! 

^ Would you like to be successful? 

•=> Would you like to gain financial freedom? 

Would you like to be your own boss? 

WE ARE SEEKING NEW DISTRIBUTORS 

TO SELL OUR PRODUCTS 

3 CAR GARAGE from $4,225. DOUBLE GARAGE from $2,995. => We believe this is the fastest growing 

international distributorship system for 

garages 

=> We buy at very competitive prices 

We have turned over more than 120,000 

buildings internationally 

=» No manufacturing needed by distributors 

=> With this system you can sell from home 

^ Opportunity for husband and wife teams 

■=? Minimal costs to join our buying group 

With advanced computer software 
that makes anyone an expert in 

selling sheds regardless of 
experience 

6 CAR GARAGE from $8,387. All Zinc FARM SHED from $3,827. 

^ Colorful elevations for customer viewing 

Ability to price buildings within minutes 

Your customers can watch while you 

create the building of their choice 

T> View both retail and your cost prices 

^ Plans and calculations are produced by 

your computer, ready to send to our 

engineer 

■=> Automated ordering system direct from 

your computer 

GARAPORT from $4,100. R.V. STORAGE BARN from $8,450. 

For distributorship enquiries only, call: 

1-877-994-9988 
(toll free) 

Mail this coupon to: Outback Buildings 

18335 SE 370th Avenue, 

Sandy OR 97055 

check box: 

Free brochure on our products [ 

Distributorship information 

Name: 
Mwam .WhWW mm 

Address: 

State: www.4sheds.com 
$0» 
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COMMENTARY 

Rural Illinois in the eye 
m of the meth storm 

Lisa Madigan 

One of the greatest challenges 
that we face today is the 

rapid spread of methamphetamine 
through our rural communities, 
especially in southern and central 
Illinois. Meth has hit rural com- 
munities like a tornado - tearing 
families apart, endangering 
children, wreaking havoc on the 
environment, and overwhelming 
social service providers and law 
enforcement authorities alike. 

All too often our farmers 
find themselves in the eye of 
the storm as meth makers steal 
their anhydrous ammonia (a 
key ingredient in the most com¬ 
mon meth “recipe”), tampering 
with and even rupturing their 
anhydrous tanks in the process. 

While there is no magic 
solution to the meth problem, 
there are many steps that we 
can take together to help stem 
the tide of meth manufacture 
and abuse. This past legislative 
session, my office drafted two 
pieces of legislation that were 
passed by the General Assembly 
and signed into law by Governor 
Blagojevich. 

The first measure doubles the 
potential penalty faced by meth 
manufacturers who endanger 
children, sending meth makers 
a clear message that mixing 
meth and kids is a recipe for 
disaster. The second requires that 
meth manufacturers reimburse 
the government for the cost of 
securing and cleaning up drug 
labs. 

Because meth makers 
need large quantities of cold 
medications containing ephedrine 

or pseudo-ephedrine to produce 
the drug, retailers have an impor¬ 
tant role to play in slowing the 
spread of meth. That is why 
my office is working with law 
enforcement authorities and 
retailers to fashion an agreement 
limiting large sales of cold 
medications and training retail 
personnel to recognize and report 
suspicious purchases to local law 
enforcement authorities. 

Now we are taking the next 
step - developing information 
and resources to help local com¬ 
munities fight the meth epidemic 
from the ground up. 

For example, my office is 
working closely with agricultural 
leaders, farm supply stores, and 
law enforcement authorities 
to make it more difficult for 
meth makers to steal anhydrous 
ammonia. Among other 
precautions, we urge farmers to: 
• Deliver nurse tanks to fields 
immediately before fertilizing 
and return the tanks immediately 
after; 
• Park nurse tanks close to 
your house, next to a public road, 
or in some other highly visible 
location; 
• Inspect tanks at least once a 
day for signs of theft or tampering, 
keeping in mind that anhydrous 
thefts typically occur at night or 
over the weekend; 
• Use brightly colored plastic 
ties or wire seals on tank valves 
to help determine whether tam¬ 
pering has occurred; 
• Remove hoses and store 
them away from tanks, bearing in 
mind that there may be enough 

anhydrous ammonia in a standard 
decoupling hose to manufacture 
meth; 
• Report any theft or tampering 
of propane tanks, which meth 
makers use to store anhydrous 
ammonia, and be aware that 
bluish or greenish colors on tank 
nozzles or other fittings may 
indicate that a tank has been used 
to transport anhydrous ammonia; 
and 
• Work with your local law 
enforcement authorities to 
enhance the security of your 
anhydrous tanks, encouraging 
them to increase nighttime and 
weekend patrols in your area. 

Finally, attorneys in my office 
are always ready to step in and 
help prosecute meth cases when 
asked to do so by local state’s 
attorneys. My office also helped 
create a handbook on how to 
prosecute meth cases effectively. 

By working together, we can 
target this epidemic on all fronts. 
I hope that you will join me, my 
colleagues in law enforcement, 
and other organizations and 
individuals as we combine forces 
to fight the spread of meth. 

Illinois Attorney General Lisa 
Madigan as a state senator 
worked to make communities 
safe from drugs and gang 
violence, and was a leading 
legislative expert on education. 

The opinions and views of guest commen¬ 
tators are their own and may not represent 
those of the Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives or the electric co-ops of 
Illinois. 
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Introducing a planning service 

made available by your electric cooperative 

NRECA associate member Cooperative Care Planning Services (CCPS) kas arranged a no-obligation long-term care 

planning program for co-op owner members. We bope tbat you will avail yourself of tbis valuable benefit. 

In a way, planning for long-term care is no different tban planning for a wedding, a first borne or children. It takes some care 

and a desire to do what’s best for your family. 

Unless you're very wealthy, long-term care insurance is an effective way to pay for long term care costs. The only real risk is 

not doing anything about it. 

• You don’t want a loved one to become a full-time caregiver. 

• You d on’t want to become a burden to close family members. 

• You don’t want to negatively affect the lifestyle of your family. 

• You don’t want to spend all your wealth on long-term care.. .and not be able to pass on any to future generations. 

National Rural Electric 
Cooperative Association 

About Cooperative Care 

Planning Services (CCPS) 

Fill out tbis Coupon today for more information! 

A few moments spent planning with your CCPS representative now can 

make a lifetime of difference for you, your children.. .and their children. 

Cooperative Care Planning Services was 

founded in 1998 to serve electric co¬ 

operatives and their member-owners by 

offering high-quality Long-Term Care 

benefits through its national network of 

community-based representatives. 

Hundreds of member-owned co-operatives 

have made these services available to their 

employees, retirees, member-owners and 

directors, and the list of satisfied coop¬ 

eratives grows nearly every day. 

Cooperative Care Planning Services is 

an associate member of NRECA. 

For complete details call 

1-877-721-1774. 

Name  

Street Address   

City 

State Zip   

Teleph one 

Date of birth   

Spouse’s Date of birth  

For complete details of coverage, write CCPS at: 

510 East Washington Street; Suite 316; Bloomington, Illinois 61701. 

A CCPS representative will call you and arrange for a convenient time to 

learn more about our services. 
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ILLINOIS CURRENTS NEWS LEGISLATION TRENDS RESEARCH 

co-ops distributing child I.D. kits 

A child is reported missing every 40 seconds. Could you help authorities if your 
child was missing? Thousands of child I.D. kits were given away at Touchstone 
Energy co-op annual meetings across the state this summer, but you can get a 
free kit today by contacting your local Touchstone Energy co-op. 

Touchstone Energy® 
Touchstone Energy Cooperatives 

in Illinois and around the country are 
doing their part to keep children safe. 
The cooperatives, in conjunction with 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
and the National Football Coaches 
Association, are working to distribute 
60 million child I.D. kits through 
the National Child Identification 
Program. 

Why should we fingerprint our 
children? The statistics say it all: 

• 450,000 children run away each 
year, 

• 300,000 children are abducted 
each year by family members, 

• More than 58,000 children are 
abducted every year by non- 
family members, 

That’s more than 800,000 children 
in America missing each year - one 
child every 40 seconds. When the 
National Child Identification Program 
began, less than 2 percent of parents 
had a copy of their child’s fingerprints to use in case of an 
emergency. 

The National Child Identification Program is a 
community service initiative dedicated to changing 
these statistics. Touchstone Energy cooperatives are 
helping distribute inkless I.D. kits that assist parents in 
easily recording the physical characteristics and finger¬ 
prints of their children on identification cards that are 
then kept at home by the parent or guardian. If ever 
needed, this I.D. kit will give authorities vital information 

to assist their efforts in locating a missing child. 
Participating in the National Child Identification Pro¬ 

gram is just one way Touchstone Energy Cooperatives are 
demonstrating commitment to their communities — one 
of the four core values of the Touchstone Energy program. 

For more information about the National Child 
Identification Program, call your local Touchstone Energy 
electric cooperative, or contact Nancy Nixon at the 
Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives at (217) 529- 
5561, or at nnixon@aiec.coop. 

Illinois Congressmen cosponsors biodiesel tax incentive bill 
The Illinois Soybean Association 

(ISA) commended Jerry Costello 
(D-IL), Timothy Johnson (R-IL), 
Ray LaHood (R-IL), William 
Lipinski (D-IL), John Shimkus 
(R-IL) and Jerry Weller (R-IL) for 
their co-sponsorship of a bill that 
would provide a partial federal excise 
tax exemption for diesel blended 
with biodiesel, a cleaner burning 
fuel made from domestic resources 
like soybean oil. The House Bill is 
similar to a biodiesel tax provision 
found in S. 597, a comprehensive 

energy bill introduced earlier this 
week. 

“This bill would help Americans 
get more of their fuel from the 
Midwest rather than the Middle 
East,” says Gary Appel, ISA 
President. “A biodiesel tax incentive 
would create significant economic 
stimulus in the form of domestic job 
creation, rural and urban economic 
development, and state and local tax 
revenues.” 

More than 300 major U.S. 
vehicle fleets already use the 

cleaner-burning alternative fuel 
that works in any diesel engine with 
few or no modifications. Biodiesel 
can be used in pure form (B100), or 
blended with petroleum diesel at any 
level. It offers similar fuel economy, 
horsepower and torque to petroleum 
diesel. Biodiesel reduces emissions 
like unburned hydrocarbons, carbon 
monoxide, sulfates and particulate 
matter. Soy biodiesel reduces life- 
cycle carbon dioxide by 78 percent. 
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Co-ops remain focused on protecting 

At a regional meeting in Springfield 

in late September, National Rural Elec¬ 

tric Cooperative Association (NRECA) 

Chief Executive Officer Glenn English 

told association members that the co¬ 

op program's greatest strength is its 

members' ability to recognize, accept and 

accommodate their regional differences 

while remaining focused on the protection 

of consumers who own electric co-ops. 

That sets electric cooperatives apart from 

other industry groups, he said. 

At the same time Congressional 

leaders were debating national energy 

legislation, English said, "Although no two 

co-ops are alike, we have been able to set 

aside our differences and accommodate one another. We have been able to speak with one voice and 

in doing so have been heard clearly in the halls of Congress." 

Addressing more than 600 locally elected directors and key staff from co-ops in Illinois, Iowa and 

Wisconsin, English said, "Our focus must remain on those issues which unite us: the protection of con¬ 

sumers and investors from unscrupulous business practices and market vagaries, the guarantee of fair 

and equal treatment for consumer-owned utilities, and the development of a truly national transmis¬ 

sion grid to increase reliability and facilitate the development of wholesale power markets." 

The Springfield meeting was the fourth of seven regional meetings convened each fall by NRECA. 

Locally elected directors and key staff from 84 cooperatives providing electric service to more than 1.5 

million people in Illinois, Iowa and Wisconsin came to the meeting. 

During the first week of October co-op leaders from Illinois and other states joined NRECA in 

visiting congressional leaders in Washington, D.C., urging the elected leaders to also remain focused on 

consumer protection during the energy legislation debates. The House-Senate Conference Committee 

included Illinois U.S. Representatives John Shimkus and Jerry Costello. 

NRECA (www.nreca.coop) is the national service organization that represents more than 900 electric 

co-ops serving 36 million people in 47 states. 

National Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association (NRECA) Chief Executive 
Officer Glenn English at a meeting of co-op 
leaders from Illinois, Wisconsin and Iowa 
said the co-ops’ strength is the ability to over' 
come regional differences while remaining 
focused on consumer protection during the 
national energy legislation debate. 

Are you a history buff? 
In 1815, President Jefferson sold his personal book collection to congress 

for $23,950 to help rebuild the Library of Congress collections after the British 
burned the Capitol. In 1848 the first Women’s Rights Convention took place 
in Seneca Falls, New York. 

If you didn’t know these facts about America’s past you’re not alone. Many 
adults aren’t even able to identify major historical figures. 

If you’re a history buff, or just curious, the Library of Congress can help. The 
largest library in the world, it houses historical films, photos, music and other 
interesting items. Now the Library’s new Web portal, the “Wise Guide” at 
www.loc.gov, makes learning about history easy. 

NOVEMBER 2003 WWW. 

November is 
Alzheimer's 
Disease 
Awareness Month 

Ask almost anyone what 
they fear the most about get¬ 
ting older, and the answer is 
likely to be Alzheimer’s disease. 
Approximately 10 percent of 
Americans over 65 have the 
disease, but after 85 the incidence 
climbs to 50 percent. 

From the onset of symptoms, 
Alzheimer’s disease runs its course 
in two to 20 years, with seven years 
being the average. Alzheimer’s 
disease affects one out of every 
three families in the United States. 

More than half of all nursing 
home residents have Alzheimer’s 
disease or a related disorder. The 
annual cost for nursing home care 
in the U.S. ranges from $35,900 
to $166,700, with the average 
being $57,700. The care of an 
Alzheimer’s patient, viewed as 
custodial care, is not covered by 
Medicare or most health insurance 
plans. 

Up to 10 percent of all cases of 
Alzheimer’s disease are believed to 
be familial (hereditary). In familial 
cases, often called early-onset 
Alzheimer’s disease, symptoms can 
appear as early as age 40. 

One of four currently available 
drugs can be used to delay the 
progression. You can also take steps 
now by controlling blood pressure, 
maintaining low cholesterol levels, 
taking antioxidant vitamins, and 
exercising your mind and body. 
Consult your doctor about non¬ 
steroidal anti-inflammatory drugs 
that have been shown to delay the 
onset of Alzheimer’s disease, and 
cholinesterase inhibitors if you are 
experiencing memory problems. 

For more information, write to 
the American Health Assistance 
Foundation 22512 Gateway 
Center Drive, Clarksburg, 
Maryland 20871, call (800) 437- 
AHAF, or visit www.ahaf.org. 
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Grant funds available to Illinois 
specialty growers 

i 
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The Illinois Department of Agriculture has made available $250,000 in 
grant monies for specialty crop projects. The funds will support efforts to open 
new markets for fresh produce grown in Illinois. 

“Illinois fertile soil and favorable climate are good 
growing a wide variety of crops,” Agriculture Directoi 
Chuck Hartke said. “While most people know 
Illinois ranks second in the production of com 
and soybeans, many don’t realize Illinois is the 
largest producer of pumpkins in the nation and 
ranks among the top 10 states in the production of su 
specialty crops as asparagus, cauliflower, fresh cut herl 
peas, lima beans and mustard greens. These grants will 
help expand markets for this produce and maintain a viable industry for our 
specialty crop growers.” 

Specialty crop growers can apply for grants up to $25,000. Their proposals 
should accomplish the following: identify one or more obstacles or oppor¬ 
tunities impacting the Illinois specialty crop industry; develop a plan 
addressing these obstacles or opportunities; identify measures that can quantify 
the results of the proposal; and demonstrate how the proposal will improve 
the viability, sustainability and economic potential of Illinois specialty crop 
industry. 

Application forms are available on the Illinois Department of Agriculture 
Web site at www.agr.state.il.us or by calling Kim Janssen in the department’s 
Bureau of Marketing and Promotion at (217) 785-5848. Applications are due 
no later than 5:00 p.m. on Nov. 14, 2003. 

A new logo is also available to Illinois specialty growers for use on 
packaging and advertising. A similar branding program increased sales of 
Illinois processed foods by 20 percent. 

Remodeling for energy savings 
Following these tips from the National Association of the Remodeling Industry [NARI] of Des 

Plaines can help you reduce your energy bills. 

You can easily test your home for air leaks by holding a smoke stick next to closed exterior doors 

and windows, and places where plumbing or electrical wiring penetrates through exterior walls, floors 

or ceilings. Caulking, sealing or weather stripping can seal most gaps. Expanding foam can seal large 

gaps. 

Storm windows can be installed over single-pane windows. For window replacement, consider 

specially coated double-pane windows designed to reflect heat back into the room. 

Replacing the air filter once a month will maximize the efficiency of a heating system. You can also 

install a programmable thermostat. 

Ducts running through attics, crawl spaces and garages should be sealed and insulated. It is not 

unusual to find improperly sealed joints leaking conditioned air. 

Nothing is cozier than curling up next to a roaring fire on a blustery winter day, but a fireplace can 

send energy dollars up the chimney. Keep fireplace dampers closed when the fireplace is not in use. 

Install snugly fitting glass doors and close them to reduce heat loss while the fire burns itself out. The 

doors also protect the home from flying embers. 

For more information goto NARI's Web site atwww.RemodelToday.com, call (800) 61TNARI or 

contact your local electric cooperative. 



Geothermal heat pumps solutioa 
to high gas prices 

Geothermal heat pumps are one 
of the most efficient ways to heat 
and cool a home and provide hot 
water. More and more homeowners 
are discovering the benefits of these 
systems, which tap the relatively 
constant temperature of the Earth a 
few feet underground. 

Why a geothermal heat 
pump? 

The installation of a heating 
or cooling system is a decision that 
will affect a homeowner’s com¬ 
fort—and pocketbook—for years to 
come. And a geothermal heat pump 
(GHP) is one of the most cost-effec¬ 
tive and longest-lasting heating and 
cooling systems on the market. Plus, 
GHPs provide free hot water as a 
byproduct. 

Also known as ground-source 
heat pumps or GeoExchangeSM sys¬ 
tems, GHPs provide many benefits 
to the homeowner in both new 
and retrofit situations. Surveys il¬ 
lustrate a high level of satisfaction 
with GHPs compared to conven¬ 
tional systems. In fact, more than 
95 percent of all GHP users would 
recommend a similar system to their 
friends and family. 

According to the Environmen¬ 
tal Protection Agency (EPA), GHP 
systems are the most energy- ef¬ 
ficient, environmentally clean, and 
cost-effective space conditioning 
systems available (source: “Space 
Conditioning: The Next Frontier,” 
EPA 430-R-93-004, April 1993). 

Simply put, a GHP system 
moves the heat from the earth 
into the home in the winter, and 
pulls the heat from the house and 
discharges it into the ground in 
the summer. The underground (or 
underwater) piping loops serve as a 
heat source in the winter and a heat 
sink in the summer. 

While many parts of the coun¬ 
try experience seasonal temperature 
extremes—from scorching heat in 
the summer to sub-zero cold in the 
winter—a few feet below the earth’s 
surface the ground remains at a rel¬ 
atively constant temperature. Like 

a cave, this ground temperature is 
warmer than the air above it during 
the winter and cooler than the air in 
the summer. The GHP takes advan¬ 
tage of this. 

Cost effective 
Geothermal heat pumps save 

money in operating and main¬ 
tenance costs. While the initial 
purchase price of a residential GHP 
system is often higher than that of 
a comparable gas-fired furnace and 
central air-conditioning system, it is 
more efficient, thereby saving mon¬ 
ey every month. For further savings, 
GHPs equipped with a device called 
a “desuperheater” can heat the 
household water. 

Durability 
Because they use fewer me¬ 

chanical components, and because 
those components are sheltered 
from the elements, leaves, dirt, and 
possible vandalism, geothermal heat 
pumps are durable and highly reli¬ 
able. 

Low maintenance 
Geothermal heat pump systems 

have fewer maintenance require¬ 
ments than most other systems. 
When properly installed, the un¬ 
derground components are virtually 
worry free. The components in the 
living space are easily accessible. 

Year-round comfort 
Like the typical forced-air fur¬ 

nace or central air-conditioning sys¬ 
tem, a GHP system uses ductwork. 
A two-speed GHP system is so quiet 
inside a house that users do not 
know it is operating because there 
are no telltale blasts of cold or hot 
air. 

Quiet operation 
With GHPs, there are no out¬ 

side condensing units like air condi¬ 
tioners, so there’s no concern about 
A/C noise near patio areas or decks. 

Geothermal heat pumps 
are highly efficient 

A study by the Environmental 
Protection Agency (source: “Space 
Conditioning: The Next Frontier,” 
EPA 430-R-93-004, April 1993) 
analyzed six locations representing 
major climate zones in the U.S. The 
study found GHP installations in 
both new and existing homes can 
reduce energy consumption 25 per¬ 
cent to 75 percent. 

Source: U.S. Department of Energy 
- Energy Efficiency and Renewable 

Energy http://www.eere.energy.gov 
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Love» it siaht: 
stories of adoption O 

By Michelle McXeal 

We put a lot of 
thought into his 
name. Maxwell 
means great and 
Brennan means 
gift from God. 
And he really is 
our great gift 
from God. 

Marcia & Fred Puckett 

“Dadd es.” 
That’s what Fred Puckett, 
Allan Masterson and Sam 
Kessler are to four amazing, 
adopted children. Fred first 
met his son Maxwell the 
moment of his birth; Allan 
met his son Seth when he 
was 10 days old; and Sam 
met his daughters Jenny 
and Nicole when they 
were two and three years 
old. All three men took 
one look at their children 
and called them their own. 
It was love at first sight. 
They were Daddies.C? 

“He is truly a gift from God” For Fred Puckett, Work Order 
Coordinator for Wayne- 
White Counties Electric Co¬ 

operative, the quest for fatherhood 
began long before he met his son. 
In 1997, after some fertility issues, 
he and his wife Marcia learned 
they were expecting twins. When 
the tiny boy and girl were bom too 
early and lived only one hour, the 
grieving parents held out hope of 
one day caring for a child of their 
own. When the second pregnancy 
resulted in a stillborn child, the 
devastated couple kept their faith 
and tried again. After the third 
and fourth pregnancies miscarried, 
the Pucketts were emotionally 
exhausted and began looking for 
other options. “You have to make 
the decision that you’re not going 
to try anymore,” says Fred. 

Fred and Marcia decided they 
would try adoption. And nearly 

one year after they began the 
adoption process, their dreams 
came true. Maxwell Brennan 
Puckett was bom September 20, 
2002. “We put a lot of thought 
into his name. Maxwell means 
great and Brennan means gift 
from God. And he really is our 
great gift from God,” says Fred. 

The adoption process began 
for the Pucketts with Internet 
research and adoption seminars. 
Next they met with Helen Quaid 
of Lutheran Child and Family 
Services. Quaid helped them 
qualify for adoption and start the 
process of finding a child. They 
also found an adoption lawyer to 
help them with the legal aspects 
of adoption. 

To become qualified for adop¬ 
tion, you must first become a li¬ 
censed foster parent. “A lot of the 
qualifying process is background 
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checks. They really look into your 
finances to be sure you can afford 
the child. We had to be finger¬ 
printed by the FBI. And we had 
to attend a set number of hours 
of courses. The process is a little 
invasive; they’re very thorough. 
I would tell people to just be pa¬ 
tient, it just takes time,” says Fred. 

The home study is another 
aspect of qualifying. “A lot of 
people get scared when it’s time 
for the home study, but it’s noth¬ 
ing to be worried about. They’re 
on your side. They want your 
house to be child friendly. They 
want to be sure you have room for 
a child,” says Fred. 

Once they were qualified, the 
Pucketts took some time to make 
presentation books for their agency 
and lawyer’s offices. Fred says, “What 
you do is kind of sell yourself. It has 
pictures in it and tells a little about 
your family. And birth moms come 
in and literally choose you.” 

The Pucketts were chosen by 
a young woman and met her in 
her eighth month of pregnancy. 
“Our birth mom is such a sweet 
girl and I just love her to death. 
We are tied together in a special 
way now. Being a parent, I would 
think it’s the hardest thing in the 
world to do, to give up a child, 
but it is also a great gift. They’re 
putting the child’s needs ahead of 
their own,” says Fred. 

A month after meeting the 
birth mother, a call came that she 
was going to have labor induced. 
Fred says, “She had told us she 
would like for us to come in during 
the birth so our son would know 
we were there when he was bom. 
That was a great gift. At 6:30 a.m. 
he was bom and I got to cut the 
cord like any other father can.” 

The cord had developed a 
loop that could have been fatal to 
the baby if he had tightened the 
knot or wrapped the loop around 
his neck. Fred says, “It was a bless¬ 
ing. It could have been a bad situ¬ 
ation.” But healthy Max was soon 
in his parents’ arms. 

“Some people have a problem 
with adoption because it’s not of 

their flesh, but once they put that 
infant in your arms, forget it. I just 
automatically wanted him and I 
was attached from the word go. An 
adoptive child doesn’t make a dif¬ 
ference. At first I thought it might, 
but it doesn’t. The word adoption 
means everything to me and then 
again it means nothing. He’s my 
world and he’s not adopted in my 
eyes, he’s my son. 

“I can’t stress enough that he is 
my child in every sense of the word. 
And he’s Daddy’s boy. The way he 
looks at me already - he puts me 
in a spotlight and I think, oh son, 
don’t put that much pressure on 
me. It’s amazing,” says Fred. 

The Pucketts would like to 
have another child, but aren’t sure 
they can financially fund another 
adoption. Fred says, “Our adop¬ 
tion cost about $17,000. You can’t 
place value on your children be¬ 
cause Max is worth a million dol¬ 
lars, but you still have to be smart. 

“The nice thing is that two 
years ago the federal government 
began giving a $10,000 maximum 
tax credit to help defray the costs. 
But you have to have the money 
up front and you can get the cred¬ 
it as a lump sum or deducted from 
your taxes. What we’re going to 
do is get a lump sum for a start on 
Max’s college,” says Fred. $ 



“He has a smile that can melt your heart” Allan Masterson, Director of 
Member Services at Monroe 
County Electric Co-Opera¬ 

tive, became a father seven years 
ago. It took he and his wife Peg 12 
years to meet their son Seth. The 
decision to adopt came after eight 
years of infertility. “We weighed 
the option of continuing to fi¬ 
nance medical treatments which 
might never work, or assuming the 
costs of adoption,” says Peg. 

The couple contacted Catho¬ 
lic Social Services in Belleville, 
but were told the cutoff number 
of families waiting to adopt was 
100, and they waited nearly a year 
to be put on the list. They went 
through the qualification process 
and waited another four years with 
no results. They then began inves¬ 
tigating international adoption. 

“We waited another year and 

decided on Korea. We were about 
to send our first payment when 
Catholic Services called us,” says 
Peg. The Mastersons had been 
chosen for a six-month-old boy. 
But the adoption fell through 
when the birth father wouldn’t 
terminate his rights. 

The devastated couple contin¬ 
ued to wait, and just four days later, 
received a call that they had been 
chosen for a 10-day-old boy. They 
could pick him up at the agency 
that very evening. “We sat in the 
waiting room watching the clock. 
We were nervous, anxious and ex¬ 
cited all at the same time,” says Peg. 

When the couple looked 
at the tiny face peering up at 
them, they learned he was 3-4 
weeks early and weighed only 
five pounds, 10 ounces. “His legs 
were like toothpicks and his nose 

seemed to be his biggest feature. 
It was instant adoration,” says 
Peg. “Every motherly instinct I 
had surfaced. Once you hold your 
child, it’s like he or she is a real 
part of you.” 

About four days after meeting 
their son, the Mastersons met with 
his birth mother. “She is a remark¬ 
able woman and we will forever 
be in her debt. We realized that 
one of the bravest things a mother 
could ever do is give up her own 
child for the chance of giving that 
child a better life,” says Peg. 

Seth’s birth mother has chosen 
not to be a part of his life now, but 
Seth knows he is adopted. “He 
doesn’t fully grasp the whole con¬ 
cept, but we have a beautiful letter 
from his birth mother that we will 
share with him when he is a little 
older,” says Peg.^ 

From left are Jenny, Ruth, Sam, Samantha and Nicole Kessler. 
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red and Marcia Puckett and 
Allan and Peg Masterson 
chose adoption after being 

unable to conceive children. Sam 
and Ruth Kessler took a different 

approach. They chose adoption 
after conceiving two daughters. 

“We decided that we could 
give something to someone else 
who wouldn’t have the opportuni 

ties we had. We went through the 
Department of Children and Fam¬ 
ily Services (DCFS) and became 
licensed foster parents,” says Sam 
Kessler, Serviceman for Clay Elec- 
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trie Co-operative. He and his wife 
Ruth were hoping to adopt a boy 
between the ages of two and four. 
But when their daughters Saman¬ 
tha and Jennifer were 14 and 17, 
DCFS called wanting to place two 
young girls, Nicole, 3, and Jenny, 2. 
Though they had been hoping for a 
boy originally, Ruth says, “Evidently 
God wanted us to have girls and He 
knows what He’s doing.” 

It took three years for the girls 
to be legally adopted by the Kes¬ 
slers. The girls’ birth father had 
to be found and had to agree to 
terminate his parental rights. In 
May, 1996, the girls were adopted, 
nearly nine years after the Kesslers 
began their journey. “Jenny was so 
proud, she even used her name for 
show and tell,” says Ruth. 

“One thing that’s really sur¬ 
prising,” says Sam, “we’d been 
parents for a long time before the 
girls came along, but the book 
we used to raise our first two - we 
threw that out the window with 
foster children.” 

“We decided that 
we could give 
something to 

someone else who 
wouldn’t have the 

opportunities 
we had.” 

“They’d already come with 
their habits,” says Ruth. “It takes 
a long time to change things and 
some things don’t change. It was 
harder than we thought it would 
be. But that doesn’t mean we have 
any regrets, because we don’t.” 

“The number one thing you 
must have if you’re going to foster 
a child is a strong marriage, be¬ 
cause they’ll test you against each 
other. And it’s not because they’re 
bad; it’s because they’ve had a 

tough life. They’ve been learning 
things on their own. Some things 
they should know, they don’t, and 
some things they shouldn’t know, 
they do,” says Sam. 

“When you first apply for your 
foster parents’ license, they try to 
talk you out of it. And after the 
first two sessions of classes, at least 
a third of the class did quit. They 
just didn’t know what they were 
getting into,” says Sam, who sug¬ 
gests people talk to others who 
have fostered children before be¬ 
ginning the process. 

Because the couple adopted 
through DCFS, the process cost 
them nothing. And they seriously 
considered fostering or adopting 
more children. “We even had the 
idea of building a big home with 
lots of bedrooms so each child 
could have his or her own room. 
Then you come down to reality 
and realize it’s harder than you 
think and you need to be able to 
give the children you have what 
they need,” says Ruth.C? 

“More than 170 children are currently available” June Dorn, Statewide Post 
Adoption Administrator for 
DCFS, encourages persons 

interested in adoption to contact 
the Adoption Information Center 
of Illinois at (800) 572-2390 or 
www.adoptinfo-il.org. Dorn says, 
“They have helpful brochures on 
adoption and a listing of children 
currently eligible for adoption.” 

Dorn says the licensing and 
training process for foster care 
and/or adoption could take up 
to six months, but can be much 
shorter than that. Two licenses are 
available. An adopt-only license 
signifies that children coming into 
the home must have terminated 
parental rights. Less training is 
required for this license. The full 
foster care license, which most 
people choose, allows for place¬ 
ment of children whose parental 
rights have not been terminated. 

“There are no costs with get¬ 
ting licensed. The entire process 
should not entail any fees if you are 

interested in adopting one of our 
children,” says Dorn. Many families 
are also eligible to receive subsidies 
after the adoption is complete. 
Subsidies can include financial as¬ 
sistance and counseling programs. 
“Most of our children were brought 
into the system for reasons of abuse 
or neglect,” she says. 

Dorn explains that although 
many children don’t have issues 
now, they may develop an issue lat¬ 
er. “If a child is exposed to prenatal 
drug abuse or something, they may 
develop an attention deficit disor¬ 
der in the school age years. Those 
things are written into subsidies to 
help parents deal with that. 

“We have a number of school 
age and teen children who are 
available and need a family who 
loves them - who will stay with 
them. We would love interested 
families to give us a call,” urges 
Dorn. Call your local DCFS 
office or visit their Web site at 
www.state.il.us/dcfs. 

NOVEMBER 2003 

You may also want to try the 
following Web sites for more infor¬ 
mation: www.abcadoptions.com/ 
agencies/illinois; www.ad 
optivefamilies.com; http: 
//illinois.adoption.com; and 
www. needykids. com/adoption/ 
illinois. 

l Acr\ child is a miracle 
If you would like to adopt a 

child, remember the advice of 
the families featured here. Learn 
about the process. Have a sup¬ 
port group of people who have 
been through the process 
as well. Be pro-active. 
Don’t wait too long 
before starting the 
process. And most 
of all, be patient. , 
It will one day be 
love at first site for 
you and your child.C* 
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AND HEALTH 

Plugging abandoned 
water well hazards 

Although the total number of 
abandoned wells in Illinois 

is unknown, estimates range 
from 50,000 to 150,000. Every 
year, many wells are abandoned 
when they are replaced with 
new wells or when homes are 
connected to community water 
systems. Abandoned wells pose 
an immediate threat to human 
safety and provide a direct route 
for contaminants to pollute a 
water supply. This is a hazard 
that affects both urban and rural 
residents. 

The risk of accidents for 
humans or domestic animals is 
greatest with large-diameter or 
dug wells, but any abandoned 
or unused well poses a threat to 
groundwater quality. The upper 
layers of soil normally act as a 
filter that effectively removes 
contaminants. Abandoned wells 
allow pollutants to bypass this 
filtering process and provide a 
direct path from land surface to 
groundwater. 

What if there is an abandoned 
well on your land, but you are not 
sure of the exact location? Since 
abandoned wells are not always 
clearly visible, it may be necessary 
to contact former property owners 
or neighbors who might remem¬ 
ber well locations. In addition, 
local well drillers often have site 
records of previous installations. 
If old photos are available, they 
may show windmills, houses, barns 
or other buildings that have since 
been tom down, but where wells 
might be located. 

Finally, the Illinois State 
Water Survey maintains a 

database of well records. Their 
groundwater information office 
can be reached at (217) 333- 
9043. 

Sealing an abandoned well 
is generally not an expensive 
process, but it must be done 
correctly, preferably by a licensed 
groundwater professional. 
Homeowners do have the right 
to seal their own wells, as long 
as they accept all responsibility 
for sealing the well in com¬ 
pliance with the Illinois Well 
Construction Code and all per¬ 
tinent county codes. 

Before beginning any work, 
you must report the project to 
the local public health depart¬ 
ment and have a well sealing plan 
approved. Notify the local health 
department at least 48 hours 
before you start the work. After 
the work is done, you must com¬ 
plete a sealing report and submit 
it within 30 days. 

Information on well sealing is 
contained in a recent publication 
from University of Illinois 
Extension. The fact sheet, Sealing 
an Abandoned Well (Land and 
Water, July 2003, Number 4) is 
available from your local exten¬ 
sion office. 

In addition, the Illinois 
Water Well Sealing Coalition 
(IWWSC) is a broad group 
of agencies and organizations 
working to promote abandoned 
well sealing efforts statewide. 
For more information about this 
group, call (217) 782-5830 or visit 
the Illinois Abandoned Wells 

| Web site at: http://dnr.state.il.us/ 
orep/inrin/eq/well/trial.htm. 

In 2003, the Illinois 
Department of Agriculture 
in cooperation with IWWSC 
and Illinois Soil and Water 
Conservation Districts expanded 
their cost-share program for 
sealing abandoned wells. The 
cost-share amount cannot exceed 
$500 or 80 percent of the actual 
cost, whichever figure is less. For 
additional information, contact 
your local soil and water conser¬ 
vation district, which should be 
listed in the phone book under 
local government or under the 
Natural Resources Conservation 
Service in the federal government 
section. 

If you are looking for a com¬ 
prehensive water quality Web 
site, visit the Illinois Watershed 
Management Clearinghouse, 
www.watershed.uiuc.edu. The 
site combines the resources of 
University of Illinois Extension, 
Illinois EPA, Illinois Department 
of Natural Resources and C-FAR 
to provide a one-stop location for 
those interested in Illinois water¬ 
sheds and their management. It 
includes resource materials and 
water quality data, but users can 
also select from many different 
types of maps including water 
resources, soils, roads, land cover 
and aerial photography. 

For a list of all Extension 
offices and other resources go to 
www.extension.uiuc.edu. 

George F. Czapar, Ph.D., 
University of Illinois Extension, 
Springfield Center, P.O. Box 
8199, Springfield, IL 62791, 
(217) 782-6515 gfc@uiuc.edu. 
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POND LINERS 

OMPANY 
30’X50’X10’ 

29 Gauge Galv. Metal 

Price includes: 

Materials, Delivery and Construction, with 

29 Gauge Galvanized Metal, Factory 

Engineered Trusses, a 10’ or 12’ Sliding 

Door, One Factory walk-in Door with a 

key, 6 Skylights if requested and one-year 

Warranty on Labor and Materials. 

nationalbarn.com 

Ask about 

• Prices may vary north of Springfield IL 
• Major credit cards are accepted 
• Financing available (WAC.) 
• Call for a free brochure & estimate 
• Painted Metal and Other sizes available 
• Fully insured for your protection 
• Engineered buildings available 

FAX:918-478-3591 EMAIL: sales@nationalbarn.com 
OFFICE HOURS: Mon-Fri 8:00-5:00p.m. Sat 8-12cst 

$.39 sqftor Less 
Depending on volume 

Custom Sizes 
Reinforced Materials 
642 psi Puncture Strength 

Bend Tarp & Liner, Inc. 
1-800-280-0712 www.bendtarp.com 

No Job Too Big or Too Small 

IF YOU'RE FED UP WITH LEAKS, NOISE, 
COATING & HIGH ENERGY BILLS... 

THE APOLLO SUPER-SHIELD INSULATED ROOF 
IS THE SOLUTION TO THESE PROBLEMS. 

8003339562 
SERVING • INDIANA • ILLINOIS 

• KENTUCKY • OHIO • SINCE 1987 

REPLACE THE HIGH COST OF HEATING! 

Name 

MasterCard or Visa Account Information: 

] Acct#  

| Expiration Date  

! Order today or contact us for more information 
PHONE • WEB • MAIL 

Check • MasterCard • Visa 

I 1-800-627-9276 
|L Visit our secure web site at 

i www.hydrosil.com 
1 Hydro-Sil, P.O. Box, 662, 
1 Fort Mill, SC 29715 
L   

ORDER TODAY! 

i Address 

| City  

Phone _ 

HydroSil is a unique zone heating system that can save you hundreds of dollars in home heating 

costs by replacing inefficient ways of heating. It is clean, safe, healthful and inexpensive. Each room 

is thermostatically controlled for total room-by-room comfort and economy. 

Never buy fuel — wood, oil, gas, kerosene — ever again! 
Hydro-SO heating works like this: Inside the heater case is a 
sealed copper tube filled with a harmless silicone fluid that 
will never spill, leak, boil, or freeze. It’s permanent. You'll 
never run out. Running through the liquid is a variable watt 
hydroelectric element that is only being supplied a propor¬ 
tional amount of power on an as-needed basis. When 
Hydro-Sil is turned on, the silicone liquid is quickly heated, 
and with its heat retention qualities, continues to heat after 
the Hydro element shuts off. Hydro-Sil's room-by-room tech¬ 
nology greatly increases energy savings and comfort. 

YOUR BENEFITS WITH HYDRO-SIL: 
• Slash heating cost 
• No service calls 
• Safe, complete peace of mind 
• Clean, no fumes, environmentally safe 
• U.L. listed 
• Preassembled 
• No furnaces, ducts, or chimneys 
• Portable (11OV) or permanent (220V) 
• Whole house heating or single room 

HERE'S WHAT OTHERS ARE SAYING... 
• Consumer Digest- ' Buying Guide rates 

Hydro-sil ‘Best Buy’for heating— 
a product that offers outstanding 
value for its price.” 

• Grant M.- “With no insulation or 

storm windows, / sared 51% when 
changing front oil to Hydro-siL 

• F. Smalley- "A company that adver¬ 
tises the truth saved me 50% 

compared to my gas heat. I found 
it hard to believe until my power 
bill came. Thanks a million!” 

220 Volt 
Permanent 

Approx. Area 
to Heat 

Discount 
Price Quuntity 

8' 2000 watts 300 sq. ft. $279 

6' 1500 watts 250 sq. ft. $249 

5“ 1250 watts 200 sq. ft. $229 

4' 1000 watts 150 sq. ft. $209 

3' 750 watts 100 sq. ft. $189 

2' 500 watts 75 sq. ft. $169 

Thermostats Call fqr qptions. 

110 Volt Portables 
(Thermostat Included) 

Discount 
Price Quuntity 

51 Hydro-Max 750-1500 watts $219 

4' Convector - Dual watt $179 

3' 750 watts - Silicone $179 

$15.00 shipping per heater $ 

Total Amount $ 
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ILLINOIS YARD AND GARDEN 

’mi 

Removing frosted and 
frozen fall foliage 

November brings cold, warm, 
overcast and sunny days. The 

only thing predictable about the 
month is its unpredictability. 

Trees are still changing 
colors, possibly rewarding us 
with a kaleidoscope of yellows, 
oranges, reds, purples and brown. 
Or maybe just brown. All I know 
in September is that fall colors 
can be forecasted, but like the 
weatherperson, just as unreliable. 

November also brings the 
annual dilemma - should I 
remove all the foliage that gets 
nipped by frosts and freezes or 
should I leave it in place? 

On one hand, frosted plants 
often dissolve into globular 
masses that look hideous. Most 
of the vegetable crops fall into 
this group. There is nothing like 
a soft, rotting tomato plant with 
a few green tomatoes hanging on. 
Or the squash and pumpkin vines 
that turn to slime as their cells 
burst with frozen water. 

On the other hand, some 
plants just look lovely. 

A few of my hostas turn a 
sharp brilliant yellow. A few 
peonies turn a purplish red, while 
others match the intensity of 
those hostas. Cutting them down 
at the first sign of death would 
mean the loss of this autumn 
display. 

There are some plants that 
look good throughout the winter 
even though the leaves may be 
completely shot. Some of the 
hostas form interesting mounds 
during the winter. The old lilies 
stems stick out of the ground as 
a reminder of where the bulbs 

will poke through with spring’s 
onslaught of warm weather. 

On the other hand, the sticks 
look rather funny during the 
winter and are easily broken over 
by an errant squirrel looking for 
a buried acorn, or a dog chasing 
an errant squirrel. Brown, dead 
foliage and stems during the dull 
gray winter months don’t really 
add much in terms of winter 
color. 

Black-eyed Susans 
and purple 

cornflowers will 
attract the colorful 

winter birds 

Still, some plants do have 
some winter interest. The seed 
heads of the black-eyed Susans 
and purple coneflowers will 
attract the colorful winter birds 
as well as giving them some 
perching spots. The ornamen¬ 
tal grasses provide vertical 
height when everything else has 
disappeared. 

Many horticulturists will tell 
you that removing all the foliage 
is a great way of cutting down 
insect and disease problems for 
next year. That’s the case with 
most peonies, though my plants 
seem to end up spotted next 
year no matter how much of the 
foliage is cut off, and old mulch 
removed and replaced with new 
chips and hulls. 

Then again, when the snow 
does fall and ends up like a fluffy 
down comforter on the winter 
landscape, the little bumps and 
humps of this past year’s growth 
sends an excitement chill up and 
down the spine as you remember 
last season’s plants and dream of 
what will be in 2004. You can 
summon up the “Ah, yes. That’s 
where the chrysanthemums are. 
And look over there; that’s the 
cockscomb.” 

One advantage to leaving 
plant material is that it acts as 
a mulch for the winter, and an 
insulator in the spring to prevent 
plants from sprouting too early 
and getting nipped by a late frost. 

On the flip side, there’s not 
much to do in the fall in the way 
of gardening. So, besides raking 
leaves and planting a few spring- 
blooming bulbs, you can spend a 
few minutes and carefully use your 
clippers to remove all the dead 

| foliage. 
Of course, they won’t decom¬ 

pose as fast on the compost pile as 
they would next spring when you 
start adding all the lush nitrogen- 
rich grass clippings as the lawn 
bursts forth. 

David Robson is an Extension 
Educator, Horticulture, at 
the Springfield Extension 
Center, University of 
Illinois Extension, P.O. Box 
8199, Springfield, 1L 62791. 
Telephone: (217) 782-6515. 
E-Mail: drobson @ uiuc.edu 
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HERITAGE 
BUILDING SYSTEMS. 

Established 1979 

800-643-SS55 
WE SHIP ANYWHERE IN THE USA! 

30’ x 40' x 101   $3,926 
30' x 50' x 12'   $5,208 
40’ x 60' x 12'   $7,459 
40' X 75' x 14'   $9,154 
50' X 100' X 14'   $14,828 

Commercial all steel buildings and component 
parts from America’s largest distributor since 
1979. Any size is available featuring easy 
bolt up rigid frame design for industry, 
office, mini-storage, shop, farm and all steel 
homes. Call us today for a free information 
package and quote on the best buildings 
made. Codes and options may affect prices. 

Mini Storage Sale 
$4,682 

. 10' x 100' with 10 units complete with partitions , 
heritageUuiIdings.com 

flAWAi* 
Farm Tours 

The Best Ecscorted Vacations, You’ll Ever Find 

From 
Add $100 for some departure cities 

Departs Mondays and Thursdays January 12th 
thru the 29th, 2004. Includes airfare. Hawaiian 
owned hotels, transfers, baggage handling, Es¬ 
cort on each island, staying in OAHU, HAWAII 
(Kona & Hilo), MAUI & KAUAI. Sightseeing in¬ 
cludes Honolulu City Tour with Pearl Harbor, Vol¬ 
cano National Park, Kona Coffee Plantation Tour, 
Parker Cattle Ranch Museum, Orchid Nursery, 
Macadamian Nut Factory Tour, Wailua Riverboat 
Cruise, Fern Grotto, Guava Plantation, plus more 
as listed in brochure. Based on per person double 
occupancy. csr 1021419-10 

vmmmw TOURS Call for free brochure 

Since 1967 1-800-888-8204 

SMILE FOR LESS 
Crown 
(Basic) 

$295 

• Bridges 
Orthodontics * 

Same Day Crowns 

iFhjjening* ^ 
Implants * 

Same Day 
Dentures 
(Basic Set) 

$295 
General Dentistry 

NTAL CENTER 
2 Locations! 

Drs. Hildreth, Alvarez & Smith 
located at 

-AMERICA DENTAL 
& HEARING CENTER 

144 • Exit 44 • 1050 W. Hayward Drive 
Mt Vernon, MO 65712 

1-800-354-1905 

144 

Drs. Hildreth & Campbell 
located at 

-AMERICA 
DENTAL CLINIC 

■ Exit 46 • 558 Mt. Vernon Blvd. 
Mt. Vernon, MO 65712 

1-800-372-4554 
•Implants & whitening are non-special interest areas which are not recognized by the American Dental 
Association or the State of Missouri. The above dentists are not specialists in the field of Orthodontics. 

OUR BEST...FOR LESS... IN A DAY” 
for retailers near you: 

www.gonllaglue.com 
1-800-966-3458 

Gorilla Brand Premium Glue is the all 

purpose, interior/exterior glue ideal 

for most repair and bonding needs. 

Its great for indoor/outdoor 

furniture repair, woodworking 

projects, as well as general 

repairs around the house. 

Bonds wood, stone, metal, 

ceramic and more! 

Incredibly strong and 



TODAY’S TECHNOLOGY AND YOU 

Stop flushing your 
money away 

Dear Jim: I hear water 
running in my toilets 
sometimes, but I want 

to keep my old toilets that 
flush well. Are there toilet kits 
available that I can install 
myself to reduce the water 
usage per flush? Do they also 
save energy? - Don R. 

Dear Don: Flushing of 
toilets is the major water 
consumption activity in 

most homes and typically accounts 
for 33 percent of the total water 
usage. This can cost the typical 
family up to $200 per year. If you 
have toilet leakage problems that 
allow the water to continually run, 
the annual water usage expense 
can be substantially greater. 

People don’t often realize that 
excessive toilet water usage can 
also increase their energy bills. 
During the winter, the incoming 
water that fills the toilet tank is 
cold. As it rests in the tank, it 
draws heat from the bathroom 
air as the water warms to room 
temperature. This heat drawn 
from the indoor air requires the 
furnace or heat pump to run a 
little longer. 

If you air-condition during the 
summer, there is a slight energy 
savings from the cooling effect 
of the water. Unfortunately, the 
incoming water temperature is 
warmer during the summer so the 
benefits are less than the energy 
costs during the winter. Also, a 
cold toilet tank during the sum¬ 
mer often sweats and may damage 
the floor beneath it. 

1 1 

Bracket to attach 
new flush handle 

Adjustable flapper 
valve at bottom 

Components of 
a simp!e-to-install 

dual flush kit 

Single-handle 
model - lift for 
full flush, push 
down for water¬ 

saving flush 

/* > 

Various types of water 
dams that fit into the 
bottom of the tank 

v   y 

r  ' 

Various types of water- 
saving flapper valves 

Simple-to-install flush kits save water 

Many designs of do-it-yourself 
water-saving kits (prices start at 
only $5) are available. Combining 
the water savings and the energy 
bill savings from installing these 
kits in your toilets can total up to 
$100 per year. 

Most of these kits also include 
new flapper valves, so installing 
one also often eliminates the 
water running problem. Most of 
them can be installed in about five 
minutes. 

The basic types of water- 
saving flush kits are: dual-flush 
handles, flapper valves, water 

dams, and diverters. Many of the 
kits are adjustable so you can vary 
the volume of water per flush. You 
probably won’t be able to get it as 
low as the 1.6 gallons per flush on 
a new toilet, but your old toilet 
should flush well with 40 to 50 
percent less water usage than now. 

Dual-flush kits are one of 
the best methods to significantly 
reduce the water usage of any old 
toilet while still maintaining an 
effective flushing action. These 
kits are particularly effective 
because they provide two different 
water volume flushes: 1) a low- 

www.icl.coop 



water usage flush for liquid wastes 
and 2) a standard'volume flush for 
solid wastes. The simplest designs 
have only five parts to install. 

One type of dodnyourself 
dual-flush kit uses a single flush 
handle in place of the old handle 
and several different pieces inside 
the toilet tank. For a water- 
saving flush for liquids, you push 
the handle down as always. For a 
full-volume flush for solid wastes, 
you lift the handle. A simple 
flushing instructions label is 
included and it attaches under the 
handle. 

Another dual-flush design 
uses two separate handles in place 
of the existing handle. One nests 
inside the other so it looks fairly 
standard. For a water-saving flush, 
you push the longer handle down. 
For a full-volume flush, you push 
the shorter handle down. 

Inside the toilet tank, both 
designs work the same way. The 
water-saving flush only par- 

LOWEST COST 
Term Life Insurance 

Issue ages through 90 

AGE $100,000 $250,000 
45 9.63 17.33 
55 14.49 29.48 
65 29.70 67.50 

Rates figured on monthly cost for female non-tobacco users. 

RAMLET & ASSOC, INC. 

(800) 933-6354 
AGL Life Assurance Company Form No. TC-191 

daily lifts the flapper, so it closes 
quickly allowing less water to flow 
out. The full flush lifts the flapper 
the standard amount. 

There are many designs of 
water-saving flapper valve kits. 
With most flapper valve designs, 
air trapped inside of them holds 
them open as the toilet tank 
empties. The water-saving ones 
allow the trapped air to empty 
quicker so the flapper closes 
sooner than normal before the 
tank totally empties. 

You can fine-tune some of 
the flapper kits to get an effective 
flush with the least water usage. 
The required water usage varies 
with different toilet designs. 
These flappers have a tiny 
adjustable hole at the bottom. By 
varying the hole size, the trapped 
air and the flush water volume 
can be controlled. 

Water dams fit in the bottom 
of the toilet tank and spring out 
to seal against the sides. They 

1-800-405-7501 
U.S.MlHliP www.us-buildings.com 

America's 
Largest Manufacturer 

Mobile Home 
Owners: ROOF KING 

Mobile Home Super Insulated 
Roof Over Systems 

40 Year Warranty 
Factory Direct From Roof King 

1 -800-748-0645 

effectively reduce the water 
volume in the tank without 
decreasing the water height or 
the flush pressure. Diverter kits 
divert some of the bowl water to 
the tank after each flush to save 
water. 

Write for (instantly download 
- www.dulley.com) Update 
Bulletin No. 546 - buyer’s guide 
of eight water-saving flush kit 
manufacturers listing design 
types, water savings, installation 
instructions, toilet trouble¬ 
shooting, and water-saving 
guides. Please include $3.00 and a 
business-size SASE. James Dulley, 
Illinois Country Living, 6906 
Royalgreen Dr., Cincinnati, OH 
45244. 

James Dulley is a mechanical 
engineer who writes on a wide 
variety of energy and utility topics. 
His column appears in a large 
number of daily newspapers. 

DENTURES 
IN ONE-DAY SERVICE 

Custom Upper and or Lower 
Opposing Imp. $15 
ADA Approved Materials 
Appointment Highly Advised 

GENERAL DENTISTRY 
WHERE SAP 

Adult Care Dentures 

DR. THOMAS ARNOLD 
101 Marshall Place 

CARMI, IL 62821 
Information or appointment 

Call 

18008258044 
or 618 382 8010 

Also Extractions and simple oral surgery at 
reduced fee with Dental appliance 

all at Dr.'s quote 
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FREE HEARING CATALOG! 

kt 
DEPT B66, Brookport, IL 62910 
1 -800-320-3300 EXT B66 

WARM FRIENDLY) SANGAMON RADIANT 
WIRSBO aqua pex tubing products 
for agricultural, commercial shop 
floors and homes Ma(je in the USA 

(217)522-3934 • FAX (217)522-3933 
Evening (217)483-3223 John D. McMillan - Owner 

$TEEL BUILDING SPECIAL$ 
Farm ‘Industrial ‘Commercial 

FREE 
ROOF INSULATION 

SUMMER SPECIAL 
Limited time Offer 

30’x 50’x 10’ $5,690 
40’ x 60’ x 12’ $7,999 
50’x 75’x 14’ $11,209 
60’ x 100’ x 16’...$16,797 

20 Year Warranty on Roof & Walls; 
Prices RO.B. Our Plants; 

Seal Stamped Blue Prints; 
Easy Bolt Together Design. 

VISIT MUM A® VISIT 
OUR OUR 

WEBSITE |lr. WEBSITE 
STEEL BUILDING SYSTEMS 

4305 I-35 North • Denton, Texas 76207 
Fax: 940-484-6746 email: rhinobld@GTE.NET 

Website: http://www.RHINOBLDG.COM 

Toil Free 1-888-320-7466 

Advantage 
Steel Buildings 

TOLL FREE 1-877-657-8335 
30x60x10 ~ $5448.00 
40x60x12 ~ $6795.00 
50x80x14 ~ $10793.00 

80xl50xl6(ml) ~ $27293.00 
Call today for price quote and literature. 

Mini storage, all sizes! 

www.advantagesteelbuildings.com 

Septic System/Farm Pond 
PREVENTIVE MAINTENANCE 

As little as 6^ per day! 

www. Pro -AgD i rect. co m 

(800) 599-9980 

smcoMsmucnoN 

Post Frame Professionals 
SPECIAL 

30 x 50 x 10 
(Gaivalume Enclosed) 

Overhead Doors Available 
Screwed on metal 

$5 995 

Call Toll Free: 877-789-0025 
www.stwconstruction.com 

K KENTUCKY 
STEEL TRUSS 

BUILDINGS 

20/70 

if REE CATALOGUE 
1-859-745-0606 
www.kstbuild.com 

FARM •CHURCH•SPORTS•HORSE - CAR•PLANE 
ALL STEEL - ALL COLOR • 25/50 WARRANTY 

Enjoy 
Soapstone Warmth 

Soapstone is nature's 
’'most beautiful, durable t 

'and efficient stove material.1 

Soapstone absorbs twice as much heat"" 
as metal - and releases it steadily and evenly, 
long after the fire has died. The heat is gentle, 
even, and soul-satisfying. 

Our high efficiency stoves combine the 
comfortable day-and-night warmth of 
soapstone with the grace and beauty 
of fine furniture. 

FREE CATALOG AND VIDEO 
| Name  

Address  

| City/State/Zip  

| Day Phone( )  
Email  

Woodstock Soapstone Co., Inc 
66 Airpark Rd., Dept. 1582, West Lebanon, NH 03784 

www.woodstove.com 

TOLL 
FREE 1-888-664-8188 

RESPIRATORY 
MEDICATION 

Free Pharmacy Consultation 

CALLTOLL FREE 
1-877-796-9088 

Do you have 

CORD, Emphysema, Bronchitis, Asthma 

...ortake any respiratory medication such as 

• Albuterol • Cromolyn 
• Proventil • Ipratropium 

• Ventolin • Combivent 
• Atrovent • Puimicort 

Respiratory Medication delivered to your home! 
Now providing diabetes supplies! 

We bill 
MEDICARE 

or private 
insurance. 

Visit our web site at 
www.phsameds.com 

Pharmacy Services of America 

7282 Plantation Rd, Ste. 104 

Pensacola, FL 32504 

Dr. Kenneth Ausmer DMD 
& Staff 

offers you a 

ONE-DAY 
DENTURE 

$124.°° 
Extractions at Drs. Quote 

(217) 479-8444 
1-877-565-8981 (toll-free) 

Only cash, 

Mastercard 

or Visa. 

No checks 

please. 

1201 West Walnut St, 
Jacksonville, IL 62650 

30 miles west of Springfield 
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Foster care in Illinois 
By Catrina McCulley 

Families need to be together. 
But sometimes things don’t go 
as planned, whether a single 
parent has to enter the hospital, 
a father loses his job and can 
no longer support his family, a 
family temporarily loses housing, 
or a family has lost their home or 
other access or ability to meet the 
child’s basic needs. When these 
things happen, Illinois Foster 
Care families reach out to help 
those families through their dif¬ 
ficult times and see them reunited 
as soon as possible. 

Foster families are not 
intended to be a permanent living 
arrangement for the child, but are 
meant to serve as a place where 
the child can feel secure, nurtured 
and protected until the time he 
or she can go back to his or her 
parents, or until another per¬ 
manent living situation is pursued. 
There are two types of Foster Care 
Programs available in Illinois 
- Specialized and Traditional. 

Traditional Foster Care 
This program provides basic, 

temporary foster family care to 
abused and neglected children. 
Children served through this 
program are those who have 
been removed from their natural 
home and may exhibit minimal 
problems. A caseworker will visit 
with the child and family at least 
once a month, as well as facilitate 
regular visitation between the 
child and his or her natural 
family. Counseling is provided for 
the child to help him or her deal 
with past problems and traumas. 
This program focuses on the 
child’s achievements and goals, 
with a return to the biological 
parents being the predominant 
goal for the child. 

Specialized Foster Care 
Children served in a 

specialized foster care program 
are typically between the ages of 

4 and 20-years-old. This program 
was developed to cater to prob¬ 
lematic children and youth who 
have been abused and neglected, 
and who currently cannot be 
placed with their natural families, 
but who can be managed in a 
family and community-based 
setting. 

The severity of behaviors 
exhibited by children and youth 
in this program are much more 
significant than those of children 
and youth in the traditional foster 
care program. The specialized fos¬ 
ter care program provides inten¬ 
sive casework and clinical services 
to children and youth, and in 
collaboration with trained foster 
parents, provides a team approach 
as the vehicle of service delivery. 
The biological parents are also 
helped and counseled so that 
someday they may be reunited 
with their children. 

Becoming a foster parent 
Foster families are just like 

any other family. They are good 
people who are willing to open 
their homes and their hearts to a 
child in need. “Everyone thought 
I was crazy,” says Sue Barton 
of Rochester. “I already had 
four children of my own when 
I decided to take in four foster 
children.” But Sue knows that she 
has made a big difference in the 
lives of the children in her care. 

“It’s not easy,” Sue admits. 
“Foster parents welcome children 
into their home, love them and 
care for them, while preparing 
them for the day when they may 
return to their birth parents. It’s 
very emotional. I’ve had one 
of my foster children since she 
was a baby, and now she is four 
and preparing to return to her 
biological mother ... that’s very 
hard and rewarding all at the 
same time,” Sue says. 

Foster families must go 
through a home study and 
training process before becoming 

The Foster Care Program in Illinois 
involves placing a child in a temporary 
family home, group home or institution 
due to the biological parents’ inability 
to give proper care. 

licensed as a foster family. If you 
are interested in learning more 
about becoming a foster parent, 
please contact one of the agencies 
listed on this page. 

Pam Stockton, Vice President 
of Foster Care 

Phone: (309) 687-7320 
Fax: (309) 687-7399 
E-mail: pstockto@chail.org 

Christian Family Services, Inc. 
Phone: (618) 397-7678 
Fax: (314) 968-2335 
E-mail: JNorthrop@CFServe.org 

Foster Care Training Program 
at Lincoln Land Community 
College 

Address: 5250 Shepard Road, 
Springfield, IL 62794 
Phone: (217) 786-2200 

Illinois Foster Care 
Address: 220 11th Avenue, 
Moline, IL 61265 
Phone: (309) 797-7700 
Fax: (309) 764'8627 
E-mail: ILBethany@aol.com 

Catholic Charities 
Address: 2900 W. Heading 
Avenue, West Peoria, IL 61604 
Phone: (309) 636-8000 

NOVEMBER 2003 ^ www.aiec.coop 21 



Bar B Q Beef 
Joann Tuttle 

1 lb. ground beef, browned 
1 med. onion, chopped 
1/4 to 1/3 catsup 
1/2 can tomatoes 
Salt and pepper, to taste 

Cook and drain beef. Add onion, catsup, 
tomatoes, salt and pepper. Simmer until 
thickened. 

Chili 
Sue Agge 

I-1/2 lbs. ground beef 
3/4 C. onion, minced (opt.) 
1 (16-oz.) can Bush’s baked beans 
2 (10'3/4'OZ.) cans tomato soup 
1 tsp. chili powder 
1 T. flour 
1 tsp. sugar 
3 T. water 

Brown onion and beef together and drain. 
Add beans and cook for 10 minutes. Add 
soup. Make into paste and blend in the 
chili powder, flour, sugar and water. 

ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING www.icl.c 

Monster Cookies 
Kimberly Doled and Christopher Plank 

12 eggs 
4 C. sugar 
2 lbs. brown sugar 
16 C. oats 
1 lb. butter or margarine 
3 lb. chunky peanut butter 
1 lb. plain M&Ms 
1 lb. chocolate chips 
8 tsp. baking soda 
1 T. vanilla 

Preheat oven to 350°. Cream together 
eggs, sugars, butter, peanut butter, bak¬ 
ing soda and vanilla in a large bowl. Add 
remaining ingredients. Drop by ice cream 
scoop, 6 cookies per baking sheet. If us¬ 
ing butter, flatten cookies slightly with 
a spoon. Bake for 12 minutes. They will 
look underdone. 

Cajun Chex Party Mix 
Don Terrill 

1/2 stick butter or margarin 
1 T. parsley flakes 
1 tsp. celery salt 
1 tsp. garlic powder 
1/2 cayenne pepper 
4-8 drops Durkee Red Hot Cayenne 

Pepper Sauce 
2-2/3 C. Wheat Chex cereal 
2-2/3 C. Corn Chex cereal 
2-2/3 C. Rice Chex cereal 
1 (2.8-oz.) can French fried onions 

Preheat oven to 250°. In an open roast¬ 
ing pan, melt margarine in the oven. 
Remove. Stir in parsley, celery salt, garlic, 
cayenne pepper and pepper sauce. Gradu¬ 
ally add cereals, stirring until all pieces 
are evenly coated. Bake 35-40 minutes, 
stirring every 15 minutes. Add onions, 
mix well. Spread on an absorbent paper to 
cool. Store in an airtight container. Makes 
9 cups. Keep Chex Mix on hand by stor¬ 
ing it in the freezer. May be frozen for up 
to four months in an airtight container. 

Members of the First 
United Methodist 
Church in Normal, 

IL submit their cookbook filled 
with 135 pages of delicious reci¬ 
pes. The book is soft-backed and 
comb-bound and sells for $5, 
plus $2.18 shipping. To order, 
contact Anna Marie Chrisman at 
2104 Timberview Drive, Bloom¬ 
ington, IL 61701, or call her at 
(309) 827-3629. 

Visit www.icl.coop to see an archive 
of past Illinois Country Living recipes. 



or a limited time, you can 

tgs of nearly $6. Make sure 

you get one while supplies last They make wonder- 

| ful Christmas gifts. It yo 
1 would like a copy, send a 
for $12 for each copy to hp 

rention Catrina McCulley, 

)VEMBER 201 

Members of the Oakford United Method¬ 
ist Church in Oakford, IL submit their 
cookbook filled with 382 pages of tasty 

recipes. The book is cardboard-backed and comb- 
bound and sells for $10, plus $3.95 shipping. To 
order, contact Shirley McCombs, RR 2 Box 45z, 
Petersburg, IL 62675, or call her at (217) 632- 
3425. 

S’mores Bars 
Michael Short 

8-10 whole graham crackers 
1 (9xl3-inch pan) pkg. brownie mix 
2 C. mini marshmallows 
1 C. semi sweet chocolate chips 
2/3 C. peanuts, chopped 

Vegetable Pizza 
Ruth Hemphill 

2 pkg. crescent rolls 
2 (8-oz.) pkgs. cream cheese 
1 sm. pkg. dry ranch dressing 
1 C. mayonnaise 
2 stalks celery, chopped 
2 carrots, chopped 
1 cucumber, sliced 
Cauliflower, chopped 
1 bunch green onions, chopped 
1/2 green pepper, chopped 
Ripe olives, sliced 

Spread crescent rolls in a jelly-roll pan. 
Bake at 350° for 10-12 minutes. Cool. 
Mix cream cheese with the dry ranch 
dressing and mayonnaise. Spread onto 
the crescent roll crust. Mix all chopped 
vegetables together and sprinkle on top 
of pizza. Press slightly. Cover with plastic 
wrap until served. 

Photos by Catrina McCulley 

Horseradish Potatoes 
Virginia Winkelmann 

1/4 C. butter or oleo 
1 T. prepared horseradish 
2 tsp. lemon juice 
1/2 tsp. salt 
1/8 tsp. pepper 
12 sm. new potatoes 

Place butter in a microwave-safe 1-quart 
dish. Microwave uncovered on high 
for 40 seconds or until melted. Stir in 
horseradish, lemon juice, salt, pepper and 
potatoes. Cover and microwave on high 
for 10 minutes, stirring once. Let stand 2 
minutes. Stir before serving. Serves 4. 

Arrange graham crackers in a single 
layer in a greased 13x9-inch baking pan. 
Prepare the brownie mix according to 
package directions. Spread over crackers. 
Bake at 350° degrees for 25-30 minutes or 
until a toothpick inserted near the center 
comes out clean. Sprinkle with marshmal¬ 
lows, chocolate chips and peanuts. Bake 5 
minutes longer or until marshmallows are 
slightly puffed and a golden brown. Cool 
on a wire rack before cutting. 

Buffalo Wings 
Marilyn Whitley 

1/2 C. ketchup 
1/2 C. lemon juice 
1/4 C. honey 
1/2 C. Soy Sauce 
Chicken wings 

Mix sauce ingredients together and pour 
over wings. Let sit for 24 hours. Bake at 
275° for 2 hours. 
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Effingham 
Jansen’s Htg. & A/C 

217-347-5223 

Anna 
Hartline Htg. & Clg. 

Chester 
De Rousse Htg. & A/C, Inc. 

618-8264359 

Flora 
Electro Electric 
618-6624520 

618-833-6802 

Belleville 
BEL-0 Sales & Service, Inc. 

Cissna Park 
Boyce Electric 
815457-2700 

Forrest 
Kupferschmid, Inc. 

815-657-8147 

618-235-6626 Collinsville Gibson City 
Houston Plumbing 
800-379-2165 

Sigman Htg. & A/C, Inc. 

618-2344343 

BEL-0 Sales & Service, Inc. 
618-344-3434 

Bloomington 
Wm. Masters Inc. 
309-662-8481 

Columbia 
BEL-0 Sales & Service, Inc. 
618-281-8118 

Goodfield 
Hinrichsen 
309-965-2604 

Brighton 
Den-Son Inc. Clg. & Htg. 

618-372-8375 

Damiansville 
Toennies Service Co. 
618-248-5130 

Lawrenceville 
Tracy Electric 

618-943-2243 

Canton 
Easley Mechanical 
309-647-3450 

Decatur 
Design Air Htg. & A/C 

217429-1105 
800452-7845 

Lincoln 
Albert Service Htg. & A/C 

217-735-9990 

G-M Mechanical 
Delavan 
Jeckel Plumbing & Htg. 
309-244-8265 

Litchfield 
309-647-5700 

Charleston 

Snell's Plumbing & Htg. 

217-3244560 

ID Mechanical Macomb 
Contractors, Inc. Arnold Brothers Htg. & Clg. 
217-345-9633 309-833-2852 

...because this home has a state-of-the-art 

WaterFurnace geothermal system. 

There’s no flame from burning fossil fuels 

and no danger of carbon monoxide. No 

annoying blast of cold air as with ordinary 

furnaces. And no high energy bills, because a 

WaterFurnace system can save up to 60 percent in 

annual heating and cooling costs. WaterFurnace geothermal 

heating and cooling: A lot more than meets the eye. Call a 

dealer near you for more information. 

Marion 
D & C Sheetmetal 

618-997-6577 

Metropolis 
Mike’s Htg. & Air 
618-524-3270 

Mt Vernon 
Holloway Htg. & A/C 
618-242-5481 

Murphysboro 
Williams A/C & Htg., Inc. 
618-684-3606 

Normal 
Frost Clg. & Htg. 
309-862-2571 

Pana 
Macari Service Center 

217-562-3631 

Paxton 
Houston Plumbing 

800-379-2165 

Peru 
Pro's Htg. & Clg. 

815-223-0715 

Petersburg 
Collins Plumbing & Htg. 

217-632-3670 

Pittsfield 
Peters Htg. & A/C, Inc. 
217-285-1600 

Pontiac 
Kupferschmid, Inc. 
815-842-3812 

Quincy 
Peters Htg. & A/C, Inc. 
217-222-1368 

Red Bud 
De Rousse Htg. & A/C, Inc. 
618-282-2224 

Springfield 
Collins Plumbing & Htg. 
217-793-8031 

Sullivan 
Rowland Plumbing & Htg. 

217-728-8025 

Shelbyville 
Macari Service Center 
217-774-4214 

Steelville 
Williams A/C & Htg., Inc. 
618-965-2040 

Taylorville 
Yard Htg. & Clg. 

217-824-4737 

Thomasboro 
Hoveln Htg. & Clg. 

217-643-2125 

Tbscola 
Triangle Htg. & Clg. 
217-253-5400 

Vandaila 
Hunter Appliance Htg. & Clg. 
618-283-3224 

Vienna 
Mike’s Htg. & Air 
618-695-2756 

Virden 
Snell’s Plumbing & Htg. 

217-965-3911 

Waterloo 
Sigman Htg. & A/C 

618-2344343 

Toennies Service Co. 
618-248-5130 

Watseka 
R & M Electric 
815432-4062 

West Frankfort 
McCords Htg. & A/C 

618-932-3745 

.GEO.SAVE or visit waterfumace.com 



ILLINOIS MARKETPLACE 

USED MEAT SAWS, slicers, grinders, 
tenderizers and other butchering 
equipment. 2615 South 1st, Springfield, 
Illinois. Phone (217) 522-3934. 

INSULATION - 4 x 8 sheets, foil-backed 
foam - also rolls of foil-bubble-pak in¬ 
sulation. All factory seconds. Contact 
Ken Nichols at (800) 424-1256. 

USED AND NEW restaurant and conces¬ 
sion EQUIPMENT. Ice machines, grills, 
fryers, sinks, poppers, ice cream machines, 
etc. Erie Sales, 2615 So. 1st, Springfield, IE. 
(217) 522-3934. 

PLAY GOSPEL SONGS by EAR! 10 
LESSONS $12.95. “Learn Gospel Music.” 
Chording, runs, fills - $12.95. Both $24. 
Guaranteed! Davidsons, 6727R1 Metcalf, 
Shawnee Mission, Kansas 66204. 

FIBERGLASS, CORRUGATED, 26-inch 
wide. 8-10-12 foot long. 8 ft.-$4. 12ft-$6. 
Large supply, all colors. Dongola, IE. 
(618) 827-4737. 

SWENEY’S LLAMAS: Breeding program: 
stud service only! Proven show quality 
offspring. ELITE GENETICS. Great fiber 
and conformation, registered. Avon, IL. 
(309) 465-3847. 

AUTHORIZED RAINBOW DIS¬ 
TRIBUTOR. New and used rainbows. 
Repairs, supplies and service. Living air 
purifiers. L & L Distributing, 116 S. Van 
Buren St., Newton, IL 62448. (877) 783- 
3755. 

FOR SALE: Used electric kilns and 
potter’s wheels for pottery and ceramics, 
220 voltone phase. Evenings: (217) 483- 
3223. 

WANTED TO BUY Standing TIMBER. 
All species. Pay top price. Clear or select 
cut. Call (815) 434-4141. 

TRANQUILITY LLAMAS has a llama 
just for you! Need a sheep guard? Pet? 
Bred female? Stud? Young male or female? 
We’ve got them all, guaranteed to meet 
your needs, at affordable prices. We offer 
lifetime “technical support” and FREE 
DELIVERY in Illinois. Come visit soon. 
Your llama is waiting! (309) 963-4553. 
www.tranquilityllamas.com. 

WANTED - TOY TRAINS: Lionel, 
American Flyer, Ives, Dorfan, Marx. 
Condition determines price. William E. 
Timpner, Pinckneyville, IL 62274 or call 
(618) 357-8112. 

GOOD CLEAN WORK CLOTHES 

Southern Illinois LOG CABIN RENTAL. 
Rustic log cabin in the heart of Shaw¬ 
nee forest for rent. All the comforts 
including large hot tub on outside deck. 
Located in Union County, Illinois. See at 
www.rustichideawaycabins.com or call 
(618) 833-3386. 

WANTED TO BUY: LP’s, records, 45’s in 
good condition. Call (618) 724-9259. 

FILTER QUEEN/DEFENDER sales, 
service and supplies, factory authorized. 
In-home air filtration system since 1928. 
For free information, call (800) 753-5401 
or write SheN-I, Inc., RR 1, Allendale, 
IL 62410. 

Turn back the clock twenty years with 
RELIV ReversAge. This patented, com¬ 
plete, antiaging supplement, available 
only from Reliv, delivers the most com¬ 
plete array of youth promoting elements 
available today. Three complexes, 
longevity, antioxidants and herbs form 
the foundation of this great tasting 
powdered supplement that can have 
you looking and feeling younger in just 
a few weeks. Ask about our life changing 
Patented nutritional food supplements, 
weight loss, sport nutrition, anti-aging 
skin care and incredible International 
Business Opportunity. Products and 
business have an unconditional MONEY 
BACK GUARANTEE! 1-888-251-1538. 
www.redefinesuccess.com PASSCODE 
208405101. 

STORAGE BUILDINGS, CHILDREN’S 
PLAYSETS, trikes, wagons, gazebos, 
lawn furniture, lighthouses, composting 
toilets, outhouses/garden sheds. Hillside 
Hideaway, Goodfield. Call toll-free 
(866) 556-8377 or see www.hillsidehide 
aways.com. 

NEED ENERGY? Avoid B-12 shots! Make 
it simple, take under the tongue tablets. 
Toll free (877) 301-8460. 

CUSTOM SAWMILLING: Your logs 
cut to order. One or more. Anna, IL. 
(618)833-5886. 

CEDAR HILL RIVER RESORT - New 
cabins in the Shawnee National Forest on 
the Ohio River, Elizabethtown, IL. Nightly 
rentals, hot tubs, full kitchens, www.ced 
arhillriverresort.com. (888) 304-6319, 
(217) 824-4257, (217) 652-4257. 

STACK CHAIRS - good used with cushion 
seat and back. One to 1200 for $8 each. 
(217) 522-3934 or (217) 483-3223. 

(rental type). Shirts $2. Pants $3. Plus 
$8.95 shipping and handling. K&B Sales, 
Rt. 1 Box 52, Koshkonong, Mo. 65692. Toll 
free (866) 433-2228. 

USED PORTABLE SAWMILLS! 
Buy/Sell. Call Sawmill Exchange 
(800) 459-2148 or (205) 661-9821. 
www.sawmillexchange.com. 

BUILDINGS! 

1-800-222-6335 
www.clearancebuildings.com 

ORGANIC FREEZER BEEF. Whole, half, 
quarter and packages. Raised on certified 
organic MIG pasture. No hormones, 
GMOs or drugs. (618) 793-2060. 

MORTGAGE LENDING, SEARCHING 
for a LOAN? Give us the opportunity to 
beat your bank’s rate. Contract for Deed 
payoff. New purchases. Debt consolidation 
and cash out to 125%. 1st and 2nd mortgages. 
Home Equity line of credit. Conventional, 
V.A., first time homebuyer and non¬ 
conforming. 100% investment property 
purchase. Competitive Fannie Mae rates! 
No application fee. Call (800) 254-4431 
or (877) 579-8811 for a free consultation 
or prequalification. Priority One Financial, 
Inc., 1 Sunset Hills Executive Park, Suite 
101, Edwardsville, IL 62025. We are an 
Illinois Residential Mortgage Licensee 
and Equal Housing Lender. Member of 
I.A.M.B. &N.A.M.B. 

SICK CAMPER REFRIGERATOR? 
Specializing 25 years in rebuilding cooling 
units. New and used units available. 
Camper repair. Crutcher’s RV, Cropsey, 
IL. (309) 377-3721. 

QUILTS, FABRIC, HANDQUILTING, 
NOTIONS and more at Joyce’s Country 
Quilts. Come check us out! (618) 736- 
2385. 

ARCHITECTURAL DETAILS: Tearing 
an old house/building down? WE BUY old 
doors, windows, trim, flooring. Sandstone, 
brick, etc. Structures in any condition. 
(618) 757-2283 evenings. 

WORK CLOTHES - SAVE 75% on 
reconditioned work clothes. Satisfaction 
guaranteed! 6 pants & 6 shirts to match 
$34.95. Work shorts $4 ea. Lined 
work jackets $9.95 plus $8.95 s/h. Call 
(800) 233-1835 for info, or orders. Visit 
us online at www.usedworkclothing.com. 

** HEALTH ** 
INSURANCE 
★ MAJOR MEDICAL* 

For: “Illinois” 
Self-Emploved... Families...Individuals 

•GENEROUS Co-Pay Local DOCTOR VISITS 
•Yearly Wellness PHYSICALS Per Person 
• $3 or $7 Million Lifetime Maximum Coverages 
•Brand Name/Generic Prescriptions 
• Popular Local PPO Doctors, Specialists and Hospitals 
• Emergency Room/Accident Benefit 
• Dental/Vision/Chiropractic Plans 
•FORTIS Insurance Co. Rated: “A” byA.M. Best 

Also Offering LIFE INSURANCE & LONG TERM CARE 
Call Today For A QUOTE — PAUL DUNN 

Illinois Toll Free—1888) 662-7788 
(The foregoing represents selected highlights of Fortis Insurance Company's health insurance 
products. For complete information, contact a Fortis Agent. Health insurance products underwrit¬ 
ten and issued by Fortis Insurance Company based in Milwaukee.) 

£ 



BECOME AN ORDAINED MINISTER 
by correspondence study. Founded in 
1988. Ministers for Christ Outreach, PMB 
107, 6630 West Cactus, #B107, Glendale, 
AZ 85304. www.ordination.org. 

TIMBER WANTED, TOP PRICES 
paid for standing timber and cut logs. 
All species. Phone (217) 285-5992 or 
(217) 430-0271 or write Vernon W. Helle, 
Box 212, Griggsville, IE 62340. Timber 
buyer for Illini Logging and Veneer Ltd., 
Lacon, IE. 

WANTED: STANDING TIMBER. All 
types, clear or select cut. Aaron Powers 
Logging, Greenup, IE 62428. (217) 923- 
5626. 

MIDWEST BIRD and ANIMAL SWAP 
and sale. October 26 and November 30, at 
Monroe County Fairgrounds, Waterloo, IE 
from 5:30 to Noon. (618) 939-6809. 

ART LOVERS: OIL PORTRAITS, land¬ 
scapes by award winning artist. Unique 
gifts! Order now for Christmas. Becky 
Barker. (815) 635-3772. 

TREE GROWERS: Learn how to grow high 
quality hardwoods. Join the Illinois Walnut 
Council. For information, call (217) 442- 
1691 or e-mail vccd@vccd.org. 

CLIFF HOME ON OHIO RIVER. 
Spectacular 180° view, 30' from river, 60' 
above river, 1,400 sq. ft. 3 BR, 2 BA, LR, 
K, DR, 25'X9' view room. Cave-In-Rock. 
City water, bam, free boat launch-storage. 
$82,000. (618) 289-4700. 

ILLINOIS CONSULTING FORESTERS, 
INC. Timber Sales-Forest Management. 
We work for the landowner, www.illinoisco 
nsultingforesters.org. Ph (618) 526-4251. 

WANTED: STANDING TIMBER. All 
species. Pay top prices. Call Ferrell Logging 
Inc. Hamilton, IE. (217) 847-3954. 

NITA’S ... SEW WHAT? has moved to 
150 East Jackson in Auburn. WE HEM 
PANTS! (217) 438-6914. 

CARPORTS ONLY $595! Highest 
quality for the lowest price. Double car, 
18x21, delivered and set up. Ivy Gate 
Homes, 1400 N. IE. Ave., Carbondale, IE 
(618) 549-3733. 

HAND CARVED German CUCKOO 
CLOCKS. Several to choose from. By 
appointment only. (618) 426-3263. 

NOVELTY TELEPHONES, Talking 
Mickey Mouse and Teddy Rubskin, 
Cricket dolls. (618) 426-3263. 

28’X80’ $49,900. This Northern Built 
Beauty is loaded with extras. PRAIRIE 
STATE HOME CENTER, Effingham. 
(217) 342-4628. 

FOR SALE: 30 acres, Pulley’s Mill, 
Johnson County. (513) 942-6400, (513) 
617-8885. 

ARGO DIRECT AMPHIBIOUS VE¬ 
HICLES. 6 and 8 wheel true all terrain 
vehicles. (618) 588-4444. www.ARGO 
DIRECT6X6.com. Cause your ATV don’t 
float and your boat ain’t got wheels! 

FISH FOR SALE; fiddlers and fillets 
cheese bait for commercial fishing. 
(618) 276-4897. 

WEIGHT LOSS PRODUCTS. Natural, 
guaranteed. (815) 433-0226. 

WINE: GALENA CELLARS VINEYARD 
And Winery. Producers and purveyors of 
quality wine for any occasion. Private 
labels.www.galenacellars.com. (815) 777- 
3330. Galena, Illinois. 

MINIATURE MEDITERRANEAN 
DONKEYS. Pet, show and breeding 
quality. Gray duns, chocolates, spotteds. 
Proven 6 year-old spotted breeding jack. 
1,000. Visitors welcome. (309) 647-7162. 
www.copperascreek.com. 

4' WHITE PINE TREES, Delivered, 
planted, mulched. $49.50 per tree. Buy 
10 get 1 free. Call for other varieties or 
sizes. Prices may vary if you plant, or 
geographical location. (217) 886-2316. 
Leave message if not at home. 

CHRISTMAS STOCKINGS - Knit/ 
crochet patterns - Santa, tree, deer. 
$5 each, 3/$10, 6/$18. Nancy Warner, 
1890N3000 East Road, Sheldon, IL 60966. 
(815) 429-3428. 

FOR SALE: Sassafras, Cherry, Redoak, 
Whiteoak LUMBER. (618) 842-9588. 

NEW SMARTMALL, free, WELCOME, 
to smartmall.biz?452062. The smartest way 
to shop, save and make MONEY. Act now 
to visit smartmall.biz?452062. 

WANTED: INDIAN ARTIFACTS of 
any condition. Top dollar paid, (847) 471- 
0517. 

MEAT GRINDERS, CUBERS, BUTCHER 
supplies, catalog $2. The Home Processor, 
4500 Ledan Rd Ext., Gainsville, Ga. 
30506, (770) 535-7381. www.home- 
processor.com. 

LOWER YOUR HEATING BILLS with 
outdoor wood furnaces and corn stoves. 
Demos, used, new units in stock. Country 
Comfort. (888) 561-8232. 

HAY FOR SALE: PASTURE MIX. $2/ 
bale. (618) 724-4184. 

WANTED to BUY STANDING TIMBER. 
All species. Pay top prices. Call (217) 285- 
2760. 

America’s Oldest & Largest Rare Breed Hatchery 
FREE COLOR CATALOG 

Over 140 varieties of Baby Chicks, Bantams, 
Turkeys, Guineas, Peafowl, Game Birds, 
Waterfowl. Also Eggs, Incubators, Books, 
Equipment and Medications. 

Call 1-800-456-3280 
(24 hours a day) 

Murray McMurray Hatchery, 
Cl32, Webster City, Iowa 50595-0458 
Website: http://www.mcmurrayhatchery.com 

2 SEAT BIKE 
DRIVES LIKE A CAR 

• Easy to Pedal 
• Multi-Speed 
• 1, 2 & 4 Seaters 
• Optional Electric Motor' 

1-800-974-6233 Ext. 9986 • www.4wc.com/#9986 
Dept. 9986 • 125 Rhoades Lane 
Hendersonville, Tennessee 37075 

FREE BROCHURE 

RHOflPE/ CAR 

FISHERMAN’S DREAM 12x60 mobile 
home on 14 chain of lakes in Winter Ha¬ 
ven, EL. Reasonable lot rent, two bedroom, 
one and one half baths, dishwasher, new 
cabinets and floor, furnished, furnace 
and air conditioner, large screened 
porch, carport, shed and over-roof. Call 
(863) 569-5079 after Oct. 15. 

WE ARE BUILDING A BUSINESS 
that is changing people’s lives and we 
are looking for people who want to take 
control of their future. (888) 251-1538. 
www.redefinesuccess.com. Passcode 
208405101. 

C-120 SPECIAL WHEELHORSE 
COLLECTORS item. 15 years old. Runs 
well. Chains and snow blade. $400 firm! 
Call (217) 847-9907. 

FOR SALE: 2003 APPALOOSA 
COLTS and FILLIES. For more 
information, call (815) 872-0907 or see 
at www.sellappaloosa.com. 

ARE YOU RECEIVING MORTGAGE 
Payments? Cash for your note. Free 
quotations. (800) 269-9510. 

HOUSE FOR SALE - 1 mi. west of 
Golconda on Rt. 146, 2 bedroom, 1 bath, 
full basement, 12x30 covered porch, 
patio, new windows, vinyl siding and 
metal roof, detached 28x28 garage/shop, 
near schools. Call evenings (618) 683- 
3408. 

25 KW PTO GENERATOR. Generac 
with trailer and shaft. Brand new, never 
used. (618) 588-4444. 

LLAMAS-Reasonable prices. GENTLE, 
SWEET dispositions. Small, select herd 
handled daily. All colors, sizes, ages. Will 
deliver. Ongoing support. Farm visits 
welcome. (618) 351-1337. 

CABIN ON THE HILL - A Southern 
Illinois log cabin rental. Visit our Web 
site, cabinonthehill.com for more infor¬ 
mation and to make reservations, or call 
(618) 529-5667. 

SUSPENDER WEARERS! Frustrated 
with clips that constantly slip off your 
pants? Try our patented “no-slip clip.” 
FREE CATALOG (800) 700-4515. www. 
suspenders.com. 

WORK FROM HOME and make up to 
$ 1,200/$ 1,500 month PT or $6,000/$8,000 
month FT. No experience needed. Will 
train! Free recorded information. (800) 
305-2588. www.maximumsuccess.com/ 
Irunge. 

Are you interested in HOME-BASED 
BUSINESS? Representing a company with 
integrity, family values and genuine con¬ 
cern for others, while also making a great 
income? Leading 13-year-old Food Science 
Company, publicly held, looking for people 
with a heart for helping people. Inquiries 
call: Sabrina Walsh, (888) 545-9797. 

FOR SALE: 1910 PLAYER PIANO com¬ 
pletely renovated, like new, foot pump or 
electric driven, plus many free rolls. 
(217) 438-6863, (217) 965-3140. 

www.icl.coo 



How to place an ad: 
1) Type or print ad neatly on separate sheet of paper. 
2) Count words. Cost is $25 for up to the first 20 words. $1.50 each additional word. 

Ads with insufficient funds will not be printed. 
3) Prepayment is required. Include check or money order with ad for amount due. 

Also include address label from Illinois Country Living or other proof of Illinois 
electric cooperative membership. Only members of Illinois electric cooperatives 
may place Marketplace ads. 

4) Mail to: Illinois Marketplace, P.O. Box 3787, Springfield, IL 62708, by deadline. 

Deadlines: January issue - November 20; 
February issue - December 22. 

We reserve the right to reject any advertisement. Ads received after the deadline will be placed in the next available 
issue. Non-members wishing to advertise should contact the Weiss Group at (480) 860-5394 for information about 
display advertising. 

GULF SHORES BEACH CONDO. 2B/ 
2BA/Pool/Elevator/WD. Winter special 
- Nov - March. $880/mo. 3 mo. discount, 
(636) 477-1099. www.ourgulfbeachcon 
do.com. 

KAYAKS AND CANOES by Wilderness 
Systems and Mad River. Best prices in 
state. (618) 439-4021. 

WOODBURNING FIREPLACE; Free 
standing or insert; squire; glass doors; 
thermostat; blower; surround; flexible 
chimney; Lake Sara; $300; (217) 868- 
5715. 

WWW.RIVERTORIVERTRAIL.ORG. 
Take a hike! Across Southern Illinois. 

FOR SALE: BRAND MEAT SAW 220 
v. Biao-Model #22. Price $600. Call after 
5:00 p.m. Dean Mohr. Murphysboro, IL 
(618) 684-4997. 

IF YOU DO CHAIR CANING and 
live in the Carbondale area, please call 
(708) 748-2236. 

TREES, TREES, TREES. Order trees 
bare-root and save. Austrian Pine 12-18” 
$3 ea. Northern Red Oak 12-18” $4 ea. 
Call for complete availability list. Toll free 
(877) 827-4300. Minimums may apply. 

BLUEBERRY PLANTS. State inspected. 
Growing instructions provided. Home- 
owners all over the Midwest are growing 
our large productive plants, www.watersb 
lueberryfarm.com. (816) 532-3473. 

ROCKY TOP LODGING. New 2 story 
brick. Golconda, IL. Entrance next to 
Golconda marina. 2 bedrooms, fold out, 
all queen size. Full kitchen. Can sleep up to 
8 each floor. Boat plug-ins. (618) 638-2219 
or (618) 949-3353 or lynn@rtlodging.com, 
e-mail sibgml23@shawneelink.net. 

ORIGINAL FINE ART at the Eagle’s Nest 
Gallery in Winchester, IL. Call Betty at 
(217) 742-5672 or 370-4543. 

WANTED: ILLINOIS CHAUFFEUR 
BADGES. (618) 323-6354. 

CUSTOM MADE HORSESHOE 
HOOKS for sale. (815) 496-2134 or 
e-mail: mypygmygoats2001 @yahoo.com 
for info. 

LIKE GATORADE®? Make your own 
sports drink. Save money! Easy recipe! 
$2 + SASE. Tombek Publishing, Box 
113, Alvin, IL 61811-0113. 

HAY $2.40 BALE. (618) 752-5931. 

INTERNET SERVICE PROVIDER pays 
you to refer others! Free information send 
self-addressed stamped envelope to: Don 
Rolla, PO Box 917, Mahomet, IL 61853. 

FOR SALE: CEDAR LOGS. (309) 303- 
3218. 

HUNT OPR PIKE COUNTY - Deer, 
ducks. (217) 634-4424. 

POND RESTORATION NATURE’S 
WAY: Nature’s way to clear ponds. Natural, 
Non-chemical. Call for FREE infopak. 
(800) 599-9980. www.proagdirect.com. 

BARBADOS SHEEP Rams, weanlings. 
Hairbreed-non-shearing. (217) 832-3111. 

BUFFALO MEAT FOR SALE: Bison 
steaks and burger. Recommended for the 
heart conscious. Healthy never tasted 
so good. Coyote Run Buffalo Ranch. 
(217) 968-1321. 

WANTED TO BUY: Beef hides and deer 
hides. Napier Fur. (618) 785-2945. 

UNIQUE, proven, affordable and EX¬ 
PLODING business opportunity offers 
personal growth plus FINANCIAL/TIME 
freedom in 5 years or less! (800) 466-8217 
Code 13800. 

TAHITIAN NONI® JUICE, “the 
miracle from paradise,” is being used by 
thousands of people with unbelievable 
results. Tahitian Noni® and Morinda® are 
trademarks of Morinda, Inc. Gary Daniels: 
Independent Distributor. Call (217) 463- 
2222 for info, www.tahitiannoni.com/ 
healthone. 

WANTED! AG-RELATED SINGLES! 
High rewards, lifetime friendships. Agri¬ 
culture, social, educational activities. 
Ages 18 and up. Contact Sandy for info; 
(708) 534-8698. Singles in Agriculture. 

MALE PEACOCKS. $30 EACH. (618) 
783-2407. 

Save up to 57% on monthly bills. FREE, 
Non-profit debt help. Be treated with 
honesty, understanding and respect. 
CareOne. (800) 570-3021 (toll-free). 
www.careonecredit.com. 

WANTED TO BUY 1903 to 1969 Harley 
Davidson Motorcycles or parts, any 
condition. Please call Steve (815) 433- 
6134. 

WANTED TO BUY Standing timber and 
logs. Timber harvesting specialist. Direct 
markets for grade logs and veneer. Prices 
unbeatable. (618) 426-3065. 

BUYING US SILVER COINS: 1964 or 
older dimes, quarters, half dollars. Paying 
3 times face value. Ship to Sterling Coins, 
1 Bay Pointe, Bloomington, IL 61704. 
(309) 664-0688. 

Eliminate your home fuel bill with an 
EMPYRE OUTDOOR WOOD FUR¬ 
NACE. 304 stainless steel, 20 yr. warranty. 
Midwest Waterstoves (217) 654-3302. 

TRY AVON or MARK. TODAY. $10 
for kit, brochures, samples. No quotas. 
(309) 531-9637. sstutz@davesworld.net. 

SEPTIC SYSTEM PREVENTIVE 
MAINTENANCE: For as little as 6 
cents per day. Natural, Non-chemical. 
Call for FREE infopak. (800) 599-9980. 
www.proagdirect.com. 

High efficiency central boiler OUTDOOR 
WOOD FURNACE will heat your entire 
home, domestic hot water and more. No 
need to split wood. Call (618) 835-2707. 

AMERICAN LOG HOME dealer for 
Southern IL. Call today for your dream 
home. (812) 423-5426. 

WANTED: All species Veneer timber, 
tracks 20 acres/more. Paul Jones, PO Box 
608, Ridgway, IL 62979. (618) 272-3031. 

CABIN RENTAL Southern Illinois 
Shawnee Forest. Winter trails are beauti¬ 
ful RUSTIC modem cabins near Garden of 
the Gods, on national forest scenic byway 
and River to River Trail, across the road 
from Rim Rock/Pounds Hollow. NEW 
pleasing rustic decor with kitchen, air, 
cable, dvd. www.rimrocksdogwoodcabin 
s.com (618) 264-6036. 

$$PAYING CASH for older Wurlitzer, 
Rockola, Seeburg, AMI Jukeboxes, slot, 
soda machines. Fender, Gibson, Martin, 
Gretsch GUITARS. Movie Posters. (636) 
978-2788. 

3-day MINI VACATION at Cave In 
Rock, IL Motel. Call (618) 289-3296 for 
brochure. See the cave the movie How The 
West Was Won was made in. See the old 
time harvest of crops of the Amish people. 
The naked Shawnee Forest after the leaves 
have fallen from the trees. 

CREATE SPECIAL MOMENTS with cus¬ 
tom candy bars. You design your wrapper 
with pictures, slogans, etc. Contact Carol 
at (815) 983-5803 for more information. 

MID-AMERICA 
POLE BARN COMPANY  

30X50X10 $5,700 
Galvanized OPEN M-F 8-5 

1-866-456-0959 
CALL TOLL FREE FOR MORE INFORMATION 
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Co-op's coal plant 
one of the 12 best in world 

With the recent blackout in 
the Northeast, never ending 

unrest in the Middle East, and soar¬ 
ing natural gas prices here at home, 
Southern Illinois Power Coopera¬ 
tive’s (SIPC) board of directors and 
management are committed to in¬ 
vesting in energy reliability by using 
local energy resources. SIPC is one 
of the few Illinois utilities that has 
consistently been committed to gen¬ 
erating electricity with Illinois coal. 

Given current stringent envi¬ 
ronmental requirements, that com¬ 
mitment required a heavy dose of 
engineering ingenuity and financial 
backing to upgrade the co-op’s plant 
using clean coal technology. Power 
Magazine recently honored SIPC 
for its efforts by naming the co-op 
as one of the top 12 power plants in 
the world in 2003. 

The award is based on nomi¬ 
nations from industry experts and 
recognizes pioneering deployment 
of new technology, environmental 
stewardship and use of innovative 
business practices. 

Organized in 1948 to provide 
the wholesale power needs of three 
southern Illinois electric coopera¬ 
tives, SIPC was challenged by aging 
coal-fired generation equipment, in¬ 
creased environmental requirements 
and growing demand for electricity 
from three new distribution co-ops. 

More than 30 options were 
considered. The final plan called 
for three projects including a new 
120-megawatt circulating fluidized- 
bed boiler to replace three outdated 
boilers, two 70-megawatt gas tur¬ 
bines for peaking power and adding 
new pollution control equipment 
to an existing 173-megawatt, coal¬ 
burning generator. The 173'mega- 
watt unit, built in 1978, already had 
a scrubber for removing sulfur. The 
new pollution control equipment 
will reduce nitrogen oxide (NOx) 

Southern Illinois Power Cooperative’s (SIPC) coal-fired power plant is one of the top 
12 power plants in the world according to Power Magazine. Power plants were selected 
based on pioneering use of new technology, environmental stewardship and innovative 
business practices. SIPC was chosen because of its unique repowering and upgrade 
project that significantly reduced emissions by 75 percent. 

emissions from this unit. The new 
boiler will reduce both sulfur diox¬ 
ide (SO,) and NOx emissions by 75 
percent. SIPC now has a generating 
capacity of 423 megawatts. 

“We believe that with this 
repowering and upgrade we will 
have one of the cleanest facilities 
in the state of Illinois,” said SIPC 
President and General Manager Tim 
Reeves. 

The cost of the project was 
$230 million. SIPC received $6 mil¬ 
lion in Illinois Coal and Energy De¬ 
velopment Bond funds, an $800,000 
grant from the Illinois Department 
of Commerce and Community 
Affair’s (DCCA) Coal Infrastruc¬ 
ture Program, and a $ 1 million grant 
from the Illinois Clean Coal Review 
Board. 

Reeves said the power coopera¬ 
tive has not had a rate increase in 
nearly two decades, but this project 
requires a wholesale power rate 
increase of 16 percent that is being 

phased in over four years. The good 
news, he said, is that the project 
was completed at $3 million under 
budget and with interest rates at 2 
percent less than projected. 

Although the use of high sulfur 
Illinois coal has been declining, the 
SIPC power plant will increase its 
coal consumption 40-50 percent. 
Also the SIPC plant is one of the 
few that will be able to burn re¬ 
claimed coal waste called carbon or 
“gob” and the only plant designed 
to burn 100 percent carbon. When 
compared to recent high natural 
gas prices the cost of the reclaimed 
coal waste is expected to be about 
10 percent the cost of gas. The plant 
was also engineered so that it could 
burn wood refuse and tire-derived 
fuel. 

SIPC provides power to some 
75,000 co-op members in 24 south¬ 
ern Illinois counties, with more 
than 850 miles of transmission line. 
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NOVEMBER DATEBOOK 

1, Annual Christmas Ideas Day 
and Health Fair at the Benton Civic 
Center in Benton. (618) 439'4717. 

1, Holiday Bazaar at Vine Street 
Christian Church in downtown 
Arthur. 8:30 a.m. 

1-2, Kane County Flea Market 
at Kane County Fairgrounds in 
St. Charles. Admission is $5 with 

free parking. Food served all day. 
(630) 377'2252. 

1-2, The 26th Annual Heritage 
Festival at Southeastern 
Illinois College, 5 miles east of 
Harrisburg. Crafts, handmade 
items, food and heritage crafts 
with more than 150 vendors. 
(618) 252-5400, ext. 3212. 

1-2, The 19th Annual Persim¬ 
mon Party at the Taylorville 
Museum in Taylorville. 12-4 p.m. 
Sample persimmon desserts, such 
as cookies, candy, fudge, cake, pie, 
pudding, breads and ice cream. 
Baked goods and a persimmon 
cookbook will be available for 
purchase. (217) 824'6922. 

1, “Who’s Under Where?” A comedy 
at White Owl Winery Dinner Theatre 
in Birds. Show includes an Amish buffet 
dinner, a glass of wine and souvenir glass. 
$35 per person. Reservations required. 
(618) 928-2898. 

1-2, “Into the Woods” at the Krannert 
Center in Urbana. An ambivalent 
Cinderella? A blood-thirsty Little Red 
Riding Hood? A philandering Prince 
Charming? They’re all among the cock¬ 
eyed characters in this Sondheim/Lapine 
musical deconstruction of the Brothers 
Grimm. As a baker and his wife learn 
they’ve been cursed with childlessness by 
a witch who lives next door, they embark 
on a quest to break the spell, while 
swindling, lying to, and stealing from 
characters such as Cinderella, Rapunzel, 
and Jack (of the beanstalk). What begins 
as a lively fantasy becomes a moving les¬ 
son about community responsibility and 
the true meaning of the stories we tell 
our children. $9-$15. (800) KCPATIX 
or visit www.krannertcenter.com. 

7 and 29, “Horray for Homicide” 
Murder Mystery Dinner Theater at 
Collver Family Winery in Barry. Murder 
at the Academy Awards! The inves¬ 
tigation can’t take nearly as long as the 
acceptance speeches - can it? $31.95 per 
person. (217) 335-3279 or www.collverfa 
milywinery.com. 

20-22/28-30, “Scrooge The Comedy” at White Pines Dinner Theatre in Mt. Morris. Although based 
on Dickens’ immortal ‘A Christmas Carol,” this loosely adapted version takes on a life of its own. 
(815) 946-3817. 

22, “Ho Ho Homicide” at White Owl Winery Dinner Theatre in Birds. Show includes an Amish 
buffet dinner, a glass of wine and souvenir glass. $35 per person. Reservations required. (618) 928-2898. 
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2, Chris Cringle Craft Show at 
the Assembly Hall in Champaign. 
Get into the Christmas Spirit 
with the Chris Cringle Craft 
Show! This annual craft show 
features 150 booths displaying 
a wide variety of handcrafted 
items by local and area artists. 
Admission Charge. (217) 359- 
2604. 

7-9, Holiday Market Place in 
Menard County. Area businesses 
in Petersburg and Salisbury kick 
off the holiday shopping season. 
(217) 632-4154. 

8, Black and Whites and Magic 
Lanterns at Early American 
Museum in Mahomet. 3-5 p.m. 
Family program, pre-registration 
required. Join the fun for a pot¬ 
pourri of activities as we continue 
to explore “moving pictures,” 
special luminaries, movie shorts, 
flip books and moving images 
for an interesting afternoon. 
(217) 586-2612. 

8, The 38th Annual Altrusa 
Bazaar at Macomb High School 
in Macomb. From 9 a.m.-4 p.m. 
(309) 836-7922. 

9, The 20th Annual Holiday 
Bazaar at St. Joseph Catholic 
Church Hall near Elizabethtown. 
8:30 a.m.-3 p.m. Vendors fill 30 
tables with various handcrafted 
items, baked goods, candy, jelly 
and more. Delicious chili, sand¬ 
wiches and desserts will be served 
for lunch. (618) 264-5794. 

Get Datebook information 
before the magazine hits 
your mailbox by visiting 

our Web site at ivivw.icl.coop. 

19-13, Festival of Trees at the 
Interstate Center in Bloomington. 
2003 brings the Festival of Trees 
to its 10th year as a family cen¬ 
tered fantasyland! It is created 
around the magic of beautifully 
decorated trees, wreaths, ginger¬ 
bread houses, and holiday crafts. 
(309) 452-1170 

22-30, Memorial’s Festival of 
Trees 2003 at the Orr Building 
located on the Illinois State 
Fairgrounds in Springfield. 
Admission: Adults - $3; Children 
(ages 3-12)-$1.(217) 788-3293. 

8, Colonial Cuisine at Martin- 
Boismenue House at Colonial 
Cahokia State Historic Sites 
in Cahokia. 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Volunteers in period dress will 
present a colonial cooking 
demonstration. The public will 
have a chance to talk with re¬ 
enactors about cooking methods 
of the 18th Century and guests 
may also sample the traditional 
foods prepared over an open fire. 
(618) 332-1782. 

14-15, Little Station Co. 
Country Christmas Show at 
Darrell and Fran Pfeiffer Farm 
in Forest City. Enjoy soups and 
sweets in the newly added tea 
room, and shop for those one-of- 
a-kind homemade crafts - 
candles, soaps, willow items, red- 
ware pottery, garden accessories 
and many baked good and home- 
canned specialties. Friday, 9 a.m.- 
7 p.m., Saturday 9 a.m.-4 p.m. 
(309) 597-2386. 

Illinois Country Living publishes event listings as space allows, giving 
preference to events of regional or statewide interest. Event listings are 
provided by the event sponsors and the Illinois Bureau of Tourism. The 
magazine assumes no responsibility for the accuracy of information 
submitted for publication and advises calling ahead to confirm dates and 
times. To be considered for inclusion, send listings and photographs (If 
sending photographs please include self-addressed stamped envelope) 
to Illinois Datebook, Illinois Country Living, PO Box 3787, Springfield, 
IL 62708-3787. The deadline for submission is 45 days prior to the pub¬ 
lication date. 

14-16, Country Treasures 
Folk Art and Craft Show at the 
Oakley Lindsay Civic Center in 
Quincy. Homemade treasures 
featuring holiday items, including 
candles, ornaments, Santas, 
snowmen, wreaths, gourmet foods 
and more. Admission is $3 for the 
entire weekend. (618) 539-3395. 

21-23, Country Treasures Craft 
Show at the Illinois Building 
main floor, located on the Illinois 
State Fairgrounds in Springfield. 
Admission: Adults - $3; Children 
(12 and under) - Free. Fri.: 4 p.m. 
- 8 p.m.; Sat.: 10 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.; 
Sun.: 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

21, Annual Dwight Christmas 
Parade in downtown Dwight. 
Parade features lighted floats and 
costumed characters, free carriage 
rides, visits with Santa Claus. 
Donations would be appreciated. 
(815) 584-2091. 

28, Yule Like Peoria at the 
Peoria County Courthouse Plaza 
in Peoria. 6 p.m.-9 p.m. Holiday 
entertainment and decorations, 
costumed characters, ice carving 
contest and more. (309) 681-0696. 

29, An Afternoon With Santa 
at Davis McCann Civic Center 
in Murphysboro. Refreshments, 
prizes and pictures with Santa 
Claus. (618) 684-5833. 
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• MRGY SAVINGS: Recognized by the 

II IOWA UTILIS BOARD WARNS M NATURAL GAS PRICES COULD 
INCREASE BV TO OR MORE INIS WINTER low OfLe of The 

Goveinor Press Release (s/y/oy) 

GREENSPAN RAISES NATURAL GAS FEARS, RISING PROS COULD 

Afftci ECONOMY USA Today 

GREENSPAN PREDICTS HIGN NATURAL GAS POKES INTO NEXT YEAR 
The New York Tmes (6/ro/oy) 

U.S.EAGNG NATURAL GAS CRUNCH CBS News.com (6/10/03) 

EPA ds the most efficient hedting dnd 

cooling system dvdildble. Also provides 

some or dll of your hot water dt d much 

NATURAL GAS PRICE CRISIS PREDKTED, LOCAL GAS STOCKS HAVEN'T BEEN 
REPLINISHEDSt . Pdul Pioneer Press (6/11/03) 

higher efficiency thdn ordindry methods. 

• QIAN No burning of fossil fuels, no 

fumes, no flue 

•COMFORT: Hedts and cools homes evenly 

elimindting hot dnd cold spots 

Qllltt Designed dnd mdnufdctured to 

be as quiet ds your refrigerator 

• FLEXIBILITY: Fit dny home - new costruc- 

tion or existing, Idrge or sirrall 

• ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY: A geother 
mdl instdlldtion is equivdlent to pldnting 

Designed to tansfer the Ediths energy from the ground to your home, geothernral systems 

reduce your hedting dnd cooling costs up to bo% when compdred to conventiondl sys¬ 

tems. 

LET GEOCOMFORT KEEP YOUR INVESTMENT FROM GOING UP IN 

FLAMES! 

FOR YOUR HEATING AND COOLING NEEDS, CALL YOUR INDEPEN¬ 

DENT GEOCOMFORT DEALER: 

DEAURlHfORMAIIOHSKIIOH 
Advantage Comfort Systems Ernst Heating & Cooling New Air 

Paxton, IL, 217-379-6305 Hamel, IL, 618-633-2244 Girard, IL, 217-965-5578 

7yo trees or tdking 1 cdrs of the rodd. 

SMART: Cuts down on use of foreign oil 

SAFE: No cdrbon monoxide 

Blakley Heating & Cooling, Inc. 
Taylorville, IL, 217-824-4684 

Bratcher Heating 
& Air Conditioning, Inc. 
Bloomington/Normal, IL, 

309-454-1611 
Bryan’s Heating & A/C 

Murphysboro, IL, 618-684-6002 
Climate Company, Inc. 

Breese, IL, 618-526-2135 

Geothernral infomration dvdildble dt 

www.geocomfort.com 

Davis Electric 
Rushville, IL, 217-322-6677 

Fowler Heating & Cooling 
Marion, IL, 618-997-5288 

Garber Heating & Air Conditioning 
Morton, IL, 309-266-9372 

Henson Robinson Company 
Springfield, IL, 217-544-8451 

Jesse Heating and 
Air Conditioning 

Decatur, IL, 217-422-1744 
Champaign, IL, 217-352-8511 

Knearem’s Home Comfort Center 
Shelbyville, IL, 217-774-4933 

R & H Plumbing 
& Heating, Inc. 

Altamont, IL, 618-483-6159 
South Side Hardware 

Greenfield, IL, 217-368-2705 
Stevens Heating 

& Air Conditioning 
Quincy, IL, 217-222-5220 
Weeke Sales & Service 

Okawville, IL, 618-243-5333 
Weidner Refrigeration, Inc. 
Divernon, IL, 217-628-3400 



Attention! 
Electric Cooperative Members! 

Here’s a policy that can provide 
CASH TO HELP WITH FINAL EXPENSES 

Up to $25,000.00* 
^Selected Maximums apply on the amount of coverage 

Now you can have a life insurance policy to help cover your final expenses - 
a policy which pays up to $25,000 to help your family cover your last expenses. 

• Protection up to $25,000 

• Living Benefits available for Nursing Home and 
Terminal Illness 

• Benefits begin the first day 

• Eligible up to age 80 

• No physical exam required - issuance based on 
answers to health questions 

• No waiting period 

• Proceeds immediately available at death of insured 

•Company cannot cancel your policy, reduce your 
benefits or raise your premium 

• Can cost only pennies a day 

•Whole Life Insurance Policy* underwritten by 
National Guardian Life Insurance, Madison, Wl. 
National Guardian Life Insurance Company is 
not affiliated with The Guardian Life Insurance 
Company of America, a/k/a The Guardian or 
Guardian Life 

• Not affiliated with any Rural Electric Cooperative 

Most Health 
Conditions Accepted 

Not affiliated with or endorsed by any government agency 

Sample Monthly EFT Rates per 1,000 

Issue Age Male 
(non-smoker) 

Female 
(non-smoker) 

25 $1.21 $1.06 
40 $1.96 $1.66 
50 $2.69 $2.05 
60 $3.96 $2.86 
65 $5.23 $3.77 
70 $6.88 $5.05 
75 $9.08 $6.98 
80 $13.61 $10.32 

*99SR-PROT, FEIDB2000-SR, ABL-08/03 

Clip and Mail Coupon_Today! 

Act Now! American Benefit, Ltd. 
4415 Mormon Coulee Road 

La Crosse, Wl 54601 

□ Yes, I would like to know more about the new policy! 

Name 

Address 

City  State Zip 

Date of Birth  Telephone  

Mail this Coupon Today To Receive Full Details Without Obligation 
A Licensed Representative May Contact You 


