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Frustrated with Skyrocketing 
Energy BillsP 
Save up to 60% on heating, cooling, & hot water with a geothermal system from WaterFurnace 

Call an independent WaterFurnace Dealer near you for a 
Free Energy Analysis to see how much you can save. 
Special electric rates may also be available. 

Ibert Service Heating & Air Conditioning 
Lincoln 217-735-9990 

Arnold Brothers Heating & Cooling 
Macomb 309-833-2852 

BEL-0 Sales & Service, Inc. 
Belleville 618-235-6626 
Columbia 618-281-8118 

Boyce Electric 
Cissna Park 815-457-2700 

Brooks Heating & Cooling 
Waterloo 618-939-3232 
Columbia 618-281-8272 

Collins Plumbing & Heating 
Springfield 217-793-8031 
Petersburg 217-632-3670 

D & C Sheetmetal 
Marion 618-997-6577 

Den-Son Inc. Cooling & Heating 
Brighton 618-372-8375 

Design Air Heating & Air Conditioning 
Decatur 217-429-1105 

1-800-452-7845 

Easley Mechanical 
Canton 309-647-3450 

Electro Electric 
Flora 618-662-4520 

Energy Specialists 
Toluca 800-782-7491 

Frost Cooling & Heating 
Normal 309-862-2571 

G-M Mechanical 
Canton 309-647-5700 

Hinrichsen 
Goodfield 309-965-2604 

Holloway Heating & Air Conditioning 
Mt. Vernon 618-242-5481 

Houston Plumbing 
Paxton, Gibson City 

1-800-379-2165 

Hoveln Heating & Cooling 
Thomasboro 217-643-2125 

Jansen’s Heating & Air Conditioning 
Effingham 217-347-5223 

Jeckel Plumbing & Heating 
Delavan 309-244-8265 

Kupferschmid, Inc. 
Pontiac 815-842-3812 
Forrest 815-657-8147 

Lane Systems Inc. 
Sullivan 217-728-8080 

LD Mechanical Contractors, Inc. 
Charleston 217-345-9633 

Macari Service Center 
Shelbyville 217-774-4214 

Pana 217-562-3631 

McCords Heating & Air Conditioning 
West Frankfort 618-932-3745 

Middleton Heating & Cooling Inc. 
Cobden 618-893-2821 

Mike’s Heating & Air 
Vienna 618-695-2756 

Metropolis 618-524-3270 

Peters Heating & Air 
Conditioning, Inc. 

Quincy 217-222-1368 

Pittfield 217-285-1600 

R & M Electric 
Watseka 815-432-4062 

Snell’s Plumbing & Heating 
Virden 217-965-3911 
Litchfield 217-324-4560 

Toennies Service Co. 
Damiansville 618-248-5130 

Tracy Electric 
Lawrenceville 618-943-2243 

Triangle Heating & Cooling 
Tuscola 217-253-5400 

Turczyn Heating & Air Conditioning 
Peru 815-223-0715 

Williams Air Conditioning 
& Heating, Inc. 
Murphysboro 618-684-3606 

Steelville 618-965-2040 

Wm. Masters Inc. 
Bloomington, IL 309-662-8481 

Yard Heating & Cooling 
Taylorville 217-824-4737 

www.waterfumace.com ill 
Geothermal Heating and Cooling. Affordable by Nature. 



High-tech electric co-ops 10 

Illinois electric coops are going high-tech 

providing satellite Internet service, fuel 

cells, e-bills, surge protection, automated 

meter reading and more. On the cover: 

microturbines - a new power option from 

ECO. 

Published by Association of 
Illinois Electric Cooperatives 

www.aiec.org 
John Lowrey  Editor 

Jack D. Halstead Senior Editor 

Nancy R. Nixon, Catrina McCulley Young, 
& Michelle McNeal   Associate Editors 

Sandy Wolske Advertising Coordinator 

Erin Weller, Kara Henning & Kathy Feraris  Graphic Designers 

Derek Squires  Graphic Technician/Designer 

Connie Newenham Circulation Coordinator 

Illinois Country Living is a monthlypublication serving the communications 
needs of 21 locally owned, not-for-profit Illinois electric cooperatives. More 
than 160,000 families receive the magazine as part of their electric cooperative 
membership. Monthly columns and storiesprovide information about topics and 
issues that affect the quality of their lives. 

Illinois Country Living (ISSN number 1086-8062) is published monthly and 
is the official publication of the Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives, 
6460 South Sixth Frontage Road, Springfield, IL 62707. The cost is $2.40 plus 
postage per year for members of subscribing cooperatives and $5 per year for all 
others. Periodical postage paid at Springfield, Illinois, and additional mailing 
offices. 

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to: Illinois Country Living, P.O. Box 

3787, Springfield, Illinois 62708. 

CO-OP MEMBERS: When requesting an address change, please include the 

name of your cooperative. Telephone: (217) 529-5561 

Advertising and editorial inquiries should be directed to Illinois Country Liv¬ 
ing, P.O. Box 3787, Springfield, Illinois 62708. National advertising 
representative: The Weiss Group, 14826 North 54'1' Place, Suite 101, Scottsdale, 
AZ 85254 (602) 482-8844. Acceptance of advertising by 1CL does not imply 
endorsement by the publisher or the electric cooperatives of Illinois of the 
product or sendee advertised. Advertisers are screened by the publisher and 
every effort is made to protect the subscriber, but 1CL is not responsible for the 

performance of the product or service advertised. 

EDITORS: Articles appearing in Illinois Country Living may be reprinted upon 
consent of the editor. For permission phone (217) 529-5561 or write to John 
Low'rey, editor, Illinois Country Living, P.O. Box 3787, Springfield, IL 62708. 

Touchstone Energy 
www.touchtoneenergy.com 
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COMMENTARY ILLINOIS 

Hie priceless legacy 
of Lincoln 

TVs sometimes easy to take Abraham 
JLLincoln and the priceless legacy he 
left us for granted. Our children take 
school field trips to the Lincoln sites. 
We shuttle out-of-town visitors from 
Lincoln’s Home to the Tomb to New 
Salem. But there is so much more to 
this man who called Springfield home. 

The Abraham Lincoln Presiden¬ 
tial Library and Museum will pull the 
Lincoln story together in a way that’s 
never been done before. Visitors will 
be able to explore the many facets of 
Abraham Lincoln, from the gangling 
young man in New Salem to the ac¬ 
complished lawyer in Springfield to 
our nation’s president in the White 
House. Scholars from around the 
world will gather to share new ideas. 
History buffs will have more than 
46,000 Lincoln artifacts at their finger¬ 
tips. And students will immerse them¬ 
selves in the everyday life of mid-19th 
century Springfield. 

The library and museum will be 
home to the world’s largest Abraham 
Lincoln collection. Before the Library 
project became a reality, the State of Illi¬ 
nois’ possession of this remarkable col¬ 
lection has been like owning a Renoir 
and storing it in the attic because the 
living room’s too crowded. With the 
opening of the Library/Museum, the 
public will now have access to the Lin¬ 
coln collection...Illinois’ crown jewels. 

Illinoisans have always taken great 
pride in the fact that our collection 
includes such treasures as the Gettysburg 
Address, the Emancipation Proclama¬ 
tion and other documents tracing our 
nation’s quest for freedom and peace. 
Now it’s time for us to share these his¬ 
torical treasures with the rest of 
America and the world. 

Springfield considers it an honor 
and a privilege to be a partner in this 

4 

project and to share the history of 
this great man with visitors from 
around the globe. Lincoln is greatly 
admired around the world and is 
often cited as a symbol for the suf¬ 
fering that must be endured when 
peace is the goal. He speaks to 
people of all nations and all lan¬ 
guages, across all time. 

I’m reminded of the totem 
pole at the entrance to the Illinois 
State Museum. It is a replica of the 
original Proud Raven Pole carved 
in 1883 and is topped with a like¬ 
ness of Abraham Lincoln. The 
carver, a Tlinglit Indian from a vil¬ 
lage in Alaska, had never seen a 
white man. So, he chose a portrait 
of Abraham Lincoln as his model 
for mankind. 

It’s difficult to measure the 
cultural, academic and economic 
value of the Abraham Lincoln 
Presidential Library and Museum 
to our state and the Springfield 
community. Springfield is already a 
popular destination for both family 
and business travelers. We now 
have a wonderful opportunity to 
open our city to many more visi¬ 
tors who will come here to share 
in the Lincoln legacy. 

It’s been said that Abraham 
Lincoln is one of the most written 
about figures in all of world his¬ 
tory. I feel very humble knowing 
our city will house the center that 
will tell Abraham Lincoln’s poi¬ 
gnant and painful struggle to hold 
in place the shredded fabric of 
our nation. There’s no better time 
than now to contemplate the val¬ 
ues and freedoms we’ve fought so 
many times to defend and protect. 

Our country recently suffered 
a loss we could never have imag¬ 

ined. The mere mention of the 
date, September 11, 2001, will haunt 
us forever. Thousands of our nation’s 
people lost their lives on that tragic 
day. But, we can find solace and 
gather courage today from the 
words of Lincoln written nearly 
140 years ago. 

“...we here highly resolve that 

these dead shall not have died in 

vain; that this nation, under God, 

shall have a new birth of freedom 

and that government of the people, 

by the people, and for the people, 

shall not perish from the earth.’> — 

Address at Gettysburg, November 
19, 1863. 

I think Abraham Lincoln would 
have been fascinated by the use of 
both historic artifacts and state-of- 
the-art technology in the interpreta¬ 
tion of his life in this new library/ 
museum complex. He was a man of 
great vision. He knew the wisdom of 
studying the successes and failures 
of the past to plan for the future. 
He valued progress while respecting 
traditions. He was a man who had 
the heart of a nation. I think he 
would have approved. 

Karen Hasara is the Mayor of 

Springfield. Prior to her election in 

1995 as the first woman mayor of 

Springfield Karen Hasara served nine 

years in the Illinois General Assembly. 

From 1986 to 1993 she was the State 

Representative from the 100th district 

and from 1993 to 1995 served as 

State Senator from the 50th district. 

Before starting her public service 

career she was a teacher and a 

realtor and broker manager. 

The opinions and views of guest commenta¬ 
tors are their own and may not represent 
those of the Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives or the electric co-ops of Illinois. 
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Apple Cider Vinegar Plu§ 
Gives You The Edge 
In Fat Burning & Weight Loss! 

KGuaratlteel 

W t0“: mnnerJS^ 

‘Apple Oder Vinegar 
Plus, It’s my weight 

loss partner” 

Here’s the all-natural way to help bum fat... Reduce cravings... and control 
your appetite! It’s Apple Cider Vinegar Plus, the natural herb formula that’s 
guaranteed to let you feel good about your body once again. Apple Cider Vinegar 
Plus (ACV Plus®) works in harmony with your body. 

It’s a state of the art formula that brings together a potent combination of herbs 
designed to help you suppress your cravings, bum fats faster, so you can improve 
your body’s self image, while shedding pounds! 

Burn Body Fat Faster! 
Apple Cider Vinegar Plus (ACV Plus®) has the ability to fire up your body’s 

metabolism rate, so fats move out of your body more efficiently. It also helps to 
control food cravings and intake so you can improve your self image and once 
again get back the shape and size you once had. 

It’s time to put nature’s top weight loss enhancers to work for you, so once again 
you can be the best you can be. Try Apple Cider Vinegar Plus (ACV Plus®) .. .it’s 
guaranteed to work or your money back! The only thing you can lose are those 
extra pounds. 

Cider 'Vinegar'Jtlus..Exactly(What’s CRight'J-or 
Exactly (What’s (Wrong! 
Apple Cider Vinegar 600 mg. - Is nutrient rich and it has the ability to help 
jumpstart your weight loss program by helping to breakdown fats and aid 
digestion so there is less chance for absorption. 
Bromelain 100 mg. - This natural digestive helper from pineapple contains 
powerful digestive enzymes that breakdown protein while helping the body 
digest nutrients more efficiently. 
Cayenne 100 mg. - Helps promote a higher metabolic rate, while 
increasing the rate that sugars are burned in the body. 
Citrin 100 mg. - A powerful fruit extract to help you shed pounds by curbing 
food intake, while at the same time enhancing calorie burning. 
Ginger 100 mg. - Helps stimulate digestion while helping to guard against 
occasional indigestion and heartburn. 

Reg. $14.95 

SALE! ‘ft55 
Bonus'. 

Yours FREE! 
With Any Order! 

Collagen & Elastin 
Skin Cream 
B Helps restore skin tone and elasticity 

B Helps diminish bagging under eyes, 
crow's feet and laugh lines! 

B A lush moisturizing cream that's 
guaranteed to give you more 
youthful looking skin!  

“It’s Marvelous!” 

Reg. $1.95 
Yours FREE! 

Purse Size 

ASL- 

100% Money 
Back Guarantee 

Try Apple Cider 
Vinegar Plus for just 

10 days. If you’re not 

100% satisfied that our 
Apple Cider Vinegar 
Plus has helped 
you...just return the 

unused portion for a 

full refund! 

These statements have not been evaluated 
by the Food & Drug Administration. These 
products are not intended to diagnose, treat, 
cure, or prevent any disease. Consult your 
physician. 

BOTANIC CHOICE 
P.O. Box 5, Dept. IR2NA 
Hammond, IN 46325-0005 

□ Mr. 
□ Mrs. 
□ Ms. 

BOTANIC 
CHOICE 

Cocclusiue 

Since 1910 

Yes! Please RUSH me Apple Cider 
Vinegar Plus (ACV Plus®) capsules 

y Check 

(please print) 

100 Capsules Reg. $14.95 SALE! $9.95 
Plus $3 Postage & Handling. 

Address 
Best Deal...Save $5.95! 

City State Zip 

| MY CREDIT CARD NUMBER IS: DftHI DES 

MY CARD EXPIRES, 

PHONE   

SIGNATURE 

200 Capsules Reg. $24.95 SALE! $16.95 
FREE Postage & Handling. 

□ Yours FREE! With Any Order! 
Collagen & Elastin Skin Cream 

Enclosed is a O Check 

— □ Money Order For $  

Call Toll-FREE 1-800-644-8327 (Ask for discount code IR2NA) 
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Fads about 
geothermal 
heat pumps 

According to the Environmental 

Protection Agency, geothermal heat 

pump technology is the most energy- 

efficient, environmentally clean and 

cost-effective space conditioning 

system available. 

Energy costs with geothermal heat 

pump technology typically are 25 to 50 

percent less than other HVAC systems. 

The use of geothermal heat pump 

technology lowers electricity demand 

by nearly 1 kilowatt (kw) per ton 

of capacity. 

Today, more than half a million geo¬ 

thermal heat pump units are installed in 

the U.S., resulting in an annual savings of 

4 billion kilowatt-hour (kwh) of electricity, 

eliminating the need for 20 trillion British 

Thermal Units (BTUs) of fossil fuels, cut¬ 

ting peak electrical demand by 1.3 million 

kw and slashing greenhouse gas emissions 

by 3 million tons of carbon dioxide (C02). 

Those 500,000 installations are 

equivalent to: 

• converting 650,000 cars to zero- 

emission vehicles, 

• planting 190 million trees, 

• reducing U.S. reliance on imported 

fuels by 11 million barrels of crude 

oil per year or, 

• eliminating the need for one 1,300 MW 

power plant. 

Because they burn no fossil fuels on 

site, geothermal heat pumps generate 

virtually no C02 emissions. 

For businesses, geothermal heat pump 

systems provide the architect with optimal 

design flexibility because the roof and 

landscape are free of chillers, air handlers 

and other outdoor equipment. In addi¬ 

tion, with geothermal heat pump systems, 

boiler rooms can be eliminated and the 

size of mechanical rooms can be reduced. 

Because geothermal heat pump systems 

are so flexible, they are ideal for renovating 

buildings with historical value. One successful 

strategy is to use smaller heat pumps dis¬ 

persed in closets, basements, and attics to pro¬ 

vide space conditioning and ventilation with 

minimal ducting. Additionally, there are no 

unsightly condensers on the roof or grounds 

to distract from the building’s historic charm 

The elimination of outdoor or rooftop 

equipment means the geothermal heat 

pump system is not exposed to tempera¬ 

ture extremes, dirt, pollution or vandalism. 

Geothermal heat pump systems have a 

lower life cycle cost than conventional sys¬ 

tems, even in hot, humid regions where the 

demand for air conditioning is high. Geo¬ 

thermal heat pump systems also have long 

equipment life (20 plus years). 

If every school district that needed to 

replace heating and cooling systems 

over the next 10 years installed geo¬ 

thermal heat pump systems, the total 

energy savings during that time would 

exceed $11 billion. 

The electricity required to power 

one million homes for one year would be 

saved, if every school that could use geo¬ 

thermal heat pump technology did so. 

Lower heating 
bills expected 
this winter 

This winter is expected to bring 

lower heating bills than those seen last 

winter, according to forecasts by the 

Energy Information Administration 

(EIA) in the October Short-Term 

Energy Outlook and Winter Fuels 

Outlook: 2001/2002. Assuming normal 

weather, winter heating bills for 

residential consumers could average from 

$170 to $320 lower than last winter. 

The main reasons for this 

lower forecast are: 

• Demand for space heating fuels 

is expected to be lower than last 

winter, when the weather was about 

7 percent colder than normal. 

• Inventories of key heating fuels are 

above normal levels for this time of 

year and substantially above those at 

the outset of the winter of 2000-2001. 

• Crude oil and natural gas prices are at 

lower levels than they were last year. 

In contrast to last winter, there is 

less concern about quantity limita¬ 

tions and the potential for extraordi¬ 

nary price increases among major 

heating fuels this winter. This is par¬ 

ticularly true for natural gas and pro¬ 

pane, based on the ample pre-season 

supplies that have been put into storage. 

Somewhat more risk may apply to 

heating oil, or “distillate fuel,” which 

still has inventory levels somewhat 

below average, particularly in the Mid¬ 

west where there are refinery outages. 

The Winter Fuels Outlook: 2001/ 

2002 is an in-depth look at winter 

fuel markets based on the projections 

provided in the Short-Term Energy 

Outlook. For additional information 

or to view the article in its entirety, 

you can visit the Short-Term Energy 

Outlook web site at www.eia.doe.gov/ 

steo and select Winter Fuels Outlook. 

Information super-highway has 
winter driving tips 

Since 1902, AAA has placed the highest priority on traffic safety for the motorist. As part of that 

effort, in 1995, the AAA-Chicago Motor Club spearheaded the formation of a coalition of federal, state 

and private agencies in Illinois and Indiana known as "Ice Pack." The group's mission is to save lives 

by providing information for safe driving in winter weather conditions. Before you hit the roads visit 

www.icepack.org for winter weather driving information. The site provides information on preparing 

your car for winter and surviving a tough season. It is also provides direct links to expressway travel 

times, statewide road conditions and up-to-the-minute weather forecasts. 
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Help with HMO 
enrollment decisions 

The Illinois State Medical Society 
(ISM) issued its 2001 Guide to Illinois 
health maintenance organizations 
(HMOs). Significant findings indicate 
that HMOs are turning a profit, while 
the cost of premiums continues to soar. 

In 2000, there were 33 HMOs oper¬ 
ating in Illinois. Of the 28 percent, 
which did at least 10 percent of their 
business in this state, the average total 
profits increased to 1.46 percent from 
0.20 percent. The combined total prof¬ 
its for these HMOs was more than $94 
million. The average cost of premiums 
per patient increased 7.3 percent from 
$1,707 to $1,832 per person, while ac¬ 
tual enrollment decreased by 3 percent. 

Available both online and in hard 
copy, the guide is meant to help con¬ 
sumers and their employers in the de¬ 
cision-making process of choosing a 
health plan. Individual pages on each 
HMO can help readers make compari¬ 
sons between plans. 

“There are a lot of differences be¬ 
tween HMOs in Illinois,” said ISMS 
President Ronald L. Ruecker, M.D. 
“This guide will help consumers be¬ 
come more informed about the choices 
they have, and to ask better questions 
of the plans and of their employers.” 

The guide looks at the individual 
plans’ medical expense ratios (the per¬ 
centage of the plan’s total revenues 
spent actually providing medical care 
to patients), administrative expenses, 
premium costs and utilization data. It 
also includes information on com¬ 
plaints filed with the Illinois Depart¬ 
ment of Insurance regarding each plan. 

The ISMS Guide also reports on 
each HMO’s longevity, size, geographic 
areas of coverage and financial stability, 
and lists those HMOs that serve 
Medicare or Medicaid patients. 

The guide is available for no charge 
at the ISMS site at www.isms.org/ 
patient/study.html or in hard copy 
by contacting ISMS at 20 N. Michigan 
Ave., Ste. 700, Chicago, IL 60602 or 
calling 1-800-782-ISMS. 

Source: Illinois State Medical Society 

Fourth Annual Illinois Products Expo 
The Illinois Products Expo will be held March 8-10,2002 in the Illinois Building on the Illinois 

State Fairgrounds in Springfield. More than 60 Illinois food companies and agricultural groups 

will take part. There will be free food samples, new product introductions and sales of Illinois- 

produced food and agricultural products. The 2002 Illinois Products Expo will also feature an 

expanded Illinois Wine and Cheese Garden featuring more than 50 varieties of Illinois wines. 

For more information, contact Pam Flesher or Larry Aldag with the Illinois Department of 

Agriculture at 217-782-6675. 

Reading the snow 
on your roof 

Here’s an easy way to see how well 
your attic is insulated and how energy- 
efficient your home really is. Go outside 
and look at the snow on your roof. 

It’s true. Learning how to read the 
snow can tell you a lot about your 
home’s energy efficiency. For instance, 
if you see an even blanket of snow on 
the roof, that’s great. Because although 
you want to stay nice and warm in the 
winter, you want your roof to stay cold. 
Think about it. If the roof is cold, that 
means that heat isn’t leaking out of 
your home, into the attic and up to the 
roof, where it would melt the snow. 

If, however, the only snow you see 
is along the eaves of your house, the 
odds are good your attic isn’t insulated 
at all. Heat is coming through the attic, 
warming the roof, melting the snow 
and causing it to run off. Another sure 
sign of insulation problems is the pres¬ 
ence of lots of big icicles; that runoff is 
hitting the edges of the roof and re¬ 
freezing. And that can lead to another 
big problem - ice damming. With that 
“dam” of solid ice along the edges of 
the roof, as more snow falls, melts and 

runs off, it hits that solid block of ice 
and is forced under the shingles, often 
under the sheathing, and eventually can 
rot the structural timbers. 

Reading the snow can also tell you if 
you have ventilation problems. For ex¬ 
ample, “halos” of melted snow near roof 
vents can indicate a lot of warm air is 
leaking through walls and ceilings and 
out the roof vents. Small areas of melted 
snow around sewer stacks and skylights 
can also indicate air leakage into the attic. 
You may even see odd patterns of snow 
melt that are spots where recessed lights 
are allowing heated air to enter the attic 
and melt the snow on the roof in just a 
few places. 

Take a walk through your neighbor¬ 
hood to compare your home to others 
experiencing the same weather condi¬ 
tions. You can learn a lot about how 
reading the snow can help you diag¬ 
nose energy waste and problems that 
could lead to extensive and expensive 
roof damage. 

Source: Wisconsin Division of Energy; 
Wisconsin Energy Conservation Cor¬ 
poration; Energy Center of Wisconsin; 
Home Energy Magazine 
www.homeenergy.com 

Farmers jump on the Internet 
Internet use by U.S. farmers has grown rapidly, as the Internet becomes more accessible. Use of 

computers on farms has grown from 38 percent of all farms to 55 percent since 1997, while Internet use 

has grown from 13 percent of all farms to 43 percent. In 2000,24 percent of farms used the Internet as a 

management tool in their farming operations, including $665 million in online buying and selling. Most 

farms appear to be using the Internet for only a portion of their overall farm business. Internet use by 

farm businesses seems to be equally attractive to those specializing in crop or in livestock production, 

and the extent of use by different types and sizes of farms is generally not far from the average for all 

farm Internet users. Source: USDA Agriculture Outlook 
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Take the plunge and go back to school 
Sometimes the only way to advance in a career, or move into a new profession altogether, is 

to go back to school. But going back in the middle of a career is challenging. Here are a few 

simple tips to get you successfully started on the road to learning: 

• Finances. If you'll need financial help to go back to school, check the U.S. Department of 

Education Web site, www.ed.gov, as well as universities' financial aid offices to track down 

information about loans, grants, etc. 

• Company reimbursement. If you're lucky enough to work for a company that reimburses 

employees for educational costs, make sure you know exactly what the policy is. For 

example, many companies require employees to repay education expenditures if the 

employee leaves soon after getting a company-paid education. 

• Point out the positives. When you pitch your idea to go back to school, let your boss 

know how you think it will improve the work you do. 

• Be in good standing. If you're going to ask for financial help from your company, make 

sure you're in good standing with your employer. If you're a good employee, it behooves 

a company to accommodate your education plans rather than have to retrain a new 

person to take your place. 

Adapted from The Arizona Republic 

Satellite TV merger 
could impact rural 
viewers 

America’s two direct broadcast 
satellite (DBS) carriers plan to merge. 
The rural consumer needs to ask, 
“Am I in jeopardy of losing my afford¬ 
able, high-quality satellite TV service?” 
and, even more importantly, “Am I in 
danger of losing affordable future ser¬ 
vices, such as competitive broadband 
Internet services?” The dangers are 
very real if the companies complete 
their deal in its current form. 

In late October 2001, General Motors 
agreed to sell Hughes Electronics Corp. 
to EchoStar Communications Corp. The 
deal would leave EchoStar in control of 
the Hughes DIRECTV service as well as 
its own DISH Network. 

While the merging companies 
claim that combining DIRECTV and 
DISH Network capacities will lead to 
more choices, better services, and 
more local channels, many independent 
observers wonder how reducing the 
number of providers can ever improve 
choices or competition. 

Because DIRECTV and the DISH 
Network use different technologies, 
the merger is likely to hit rural house¬ 
holds in the pocketbook by forcing 
them to purchase new set-top boxes. 
For example, 41 percent of house¬ 
holds in Vermont and 39 percent in 
Montana subscribe to satellite TV. 
Significantly more than a quarter of 
the households in states including 
Wyoming, Mississippi, Arkansas and 
North Dakota rely on DBS. 

“The deal will bear a heavy burden 
of proof because it significantly reduces 
competition in an already concen¬ 
trated market,” says Blair Levin, a 
telecommunications industry analyst 
with the nationally known firm, Legg 
Mason. Levin and other experts 
quoted in the press have expressed 
doubt that federal regulators will 
approve the merger or be able to craft 
a satisfactory merger settlement. 

Source: The National Rural Telecom¬ 
munications Cooperative (NRTC) 
www.nrtc.org. 

Senate farm bill 
proposes $565 
million in new 
energy support 

The U.S. Senate Agriculture Com¬ 
mittee approved a farm bill that in¬ 
cludes historic support for rural and 
farm-based renewable and alternative 
energy development at a funding level 
of $565 million. The bill, which now 
goes to the full Senate for a vote, gives 
the Rural Utilities Service (RUS) 
authority for the first time to make 
grants to rural electric cooperatives 
and other rural utilities to promote the 
development of economically and envi¬ 
ronmentally sustainable renewable en- 
ergy projects. The RUS would receive 
$10 million per year to fund feasibility 
studies and technical assistance, and 
to provide cost-share grants for 
validated projects. 

In addition, the farm bill provides a 
grant and loan program to help estab¬ 
lish farmer-owned renewable energy 

co-ops, a complementary grant and 
loan program to assist farmers, ranchers 
and rural businesses in the purchase of 
renewable energy systems, and an energy 
audit program to help farmers and ru¬ 
ral Americans find ways to save money 
and assess their potential for generat¬ 
ing renewable energy. The bill offers 
particular support for solar, wind, hy¬ 
drogen and bio-fuels. 

The energy provisions enjoy biparti¬ 
san support in the committee. However, 
other parts of the farm bill are conten¬ 
tious, and strong efforts to make changes 
in the commodities and conservation 
portions are expected when the full 
Senate considers the legislation. 

It is reasonable to expect that in a 
House-Senate conference on the Farm 
Bill, the Senate’s language on energy 
could be adopted, particularly if the 
Bush administration signaled its 
support. Both the energy and the 
agriculture secretaries have recently 
voiced support for alternative energy 
development and increased distributed 
energy production. 

Source: Energy Co-Opportunity (ECO) 
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urr-lection uJic 

Plays the charming melody of 
“All I Have to Do is Dream” 

Featuring the work 
of celebrated 
Americana artist 
Charles Wysocki 

Hand-painted 
topper crafted to 
resemble library 
books 

Each limited 
edition comes 
complete with a 
hand- numbered 
Certificate of 
Authenticity 

Shown actual size of about 
4 inches wide. 

©2001 Charles Wysocki. Licensed 

through MOSAIC LICENSING. 
All rights reserved. 

“Frederick the Literate” Music Box 
Charles Wysocki’s storytelling depictions of Early American life 
and his beloved Americana® calendar have made his artwork 
some of the most sought-after in modern memory. “Frederick 
the Literate,” his whimsical cat portrait, is presented on a first- 
of-a-kind basketweave music box crafted of precious Heirloom 
Porcelain and exclusively available from Ardleigh Elliott. 
Featuring antique-look coppertone “hardware,” it plays the 
charming melody of “All I Have to Do is Dream.” 
Urgent Notification: Availability Is Strictly Limited. Time¬ 
intensive hand-crafting and the limited-edition presentation 
restrict availability. The art of Charles Wysocki is revered by 
legions of collectors, and strong demand is expected. Your 
purchase is unconditionally guaranteed for one year. Your 
prompt response is critical. To order at the issue price of 
$29.95, send no money now. Just complete and mail the 
coupon. ———  —— 

collectiblestoday. com 
Home of Ardleigh Elliott and All Things Collectible 

©2002 Ardleigh Elliott 72961-BD 

LEIGH Please Respond 
Promptly Ardleigh Elliott 

9204 Center for the Arts Drive 
Niles, IL 60714 

YES. Please enter my order for the “Frederick the 
Literate” Heirloom Porcelain music box. I understand I 
need SEND NO MONEY NOW. I will be billed $29.95* 
with shipment. 

Signature  

Mr. Mrs. Ms. 

Your Address 

City   

Name (Please Print Clearly) 

State . Zip. 

*Plus $4.99 postage and handling. Illinois residents add state sales tax. 
Pending credit approval. Offer valid in the U.S. only. 

72961-E38501 



quality monitoring equipment, 
and distributed generation pro- 
vided by fuel cells and 
microturbines will help meet 
today’s challenges. “I view this as 
an opportunity for co-ops. We 
brought the comforts of city life 
to rural areas 65 years ago. Now 
we’ll supply fuel cells and 
Internet service,” he says. 

“We wantec 
gain first-hanc 

Co-ops will provide these 
new services and energy reliabil¬ 
ity the old fashioned way...they’ll 
cooperate with other coopera¬ 
tives. “That’s the sixth principle 
all co-ops follow...cooperation 
among cooperatives,” says 
Singletary. “Our systems are small 
and can’t leverage all of the ad¬ 
vantages of technology without 
working with other cooperatives.” 

Cooperation is truly a power¬ 
ful principle. The latest example 
of that powerful principle is En¬ 
ergy Co-Opportunity (ECO), an 
energy services cooperative 
formed in 1998 to help co-ops de¬ 
velop and provide fuel cells, solar 
power, natural gas, propane, 
microturbines and other new en¬ 
ergy technology. Ten Illinois co¬ 
ops have joined 290 other co-ops 
from across the country to form 

'SZJ 

By John Lowrey 

magine electric service without wires, or an electric co-op where 
meters are read automatically, billed automatically and can be 
paid automatically. Imagine your electric co-op’s linemen know¬ 
ing you are out of power the second it happens, and being able 
to fix the problem a minute later from a computer beaming its 

signal to a satellite and back down again to a substation switch. Is this 
the co-op of the future? No, this is reality today. And there’s more. 

Are you frustrated with your Internet service? What if your co-op 
provided high-speed wireless Internet service? Some already do. Are 

worried about an elderly parent living alone on the farm? What it 
co-op provided a security and health emergency monitoring ser¬ 

vice? That service is available too, through Alert Security, a coopera¬ 
tive owned business of Adams Electric Cooperative, Eastern Illini 
Electric Cooperative, McDonough Power Cooperative, and Shelby 
Electric Cooperative. 

From the core business of providing electricity to new services like 
(surge protection and Internet service, co-ops are using new technology 
{along with old-fashioned co-op values to provide new services. 

The definition for reliable electric service has changed, says Brian 
( Singletary, a technology consultant who recently spoke to electric co- 
op leaders in Springfield. “We have a system that was built for lights 
and motors, and years ago we exceeded member expectations. But, no 
longer is 99.99 percent reliability good enough. Co-ops are judged by 
the VCR or microwave blinking 12:00, which was caused by a five 
cycle outage, that happened literally in less than the blink of an eye,” 

says Singletary. 
How will co-ops solve 

this new demand for per¬ 
fect power? Singletary 

says providing com¬ 
puter grade power re¬ 
liability is not easy 
or cheap. Ironically 
the answer to the 
problem caused by 
new technology is 
new technology. 
Computers in the 
lineman’s truck, re¬ 
mote system moni¬ 
toring and control 
technology, power 



the new energy technology co-op. 

EnerStar Power Corp in Paris was 

one of the first co-ops to test an 

alpha unit from H Power, ECO’s 

fuel cell manufacturing partner. 

The H Power fuel cell is now 

in the beta test stage. Rural Elec¬ 

tric Convenience Cooperative of 

Auburn is one of the co-ops 

scheduled to receive a beta unit 

on-peak demand by 100 percent or even 50 percent we can save them 

money with a lower rate,” says Stuva. The demand for electricity has 

caused price spikes as high as $7 a kwh, he says. 

Fuel cells can generate electricity on a small scale for homes, busi¬ 

nesses or remote locations. While fuel cells will require the processing 

of a fuel containing hydrogen, the fuel is not burned and the end prod¬ 
ucts are electricity, water and heat. There is no pollution. Fuel cells 

will also be used to power cars and will even replace batteries in cell 

phones and laptop computers. 

Automated meter reading (AMR) is one way Illinois electric co¬ 

ops are already using technology to provide better service. Egyptian 

Electric Cooperative in Steeleville has installed more than 3,000 auto¬ 

mated meters that can be read from the office. “It was taking us about 

five days or more to read the meters,” says Harry Kuhn, general man¬ 

ager. “Now we don’t have to worry about locked gates, bad weather, 

had dogs or misread meters. We can pin the reading date to one day 

and that really helps keep the bills constant.” 

Kuhn says the automated meter reading system doesn’t require ex¬ 

pensive phone line communications because the communication signal 

to the meter is sent on the power lines. The automated meter provides 

more than just a monthly reading. “We get the peak demand and inter¬ 

ruption count, and we use it for engineering studies and voltage drop 

studies.” Kuhn says the system could pay for itself in a little more than 

three years. “We were reading meters with highly skilled, well-paid ser¬ 

vicemen. Meter reading does not take a lot of skill. Now we can better 

D be part of the learning curve and 

lowledge about fuel cells.” 

for testing. “We wanted to be a 

part of the test in part because it 

is an important new technology,” 

says David Stuva, president/CEO 

of the co-op. “We wanted to be 

part of the learning curve and 

gain first-hand knowledge about 

fuel cells.” In the future, Stuva 

says, fuel cells and microturbines 

could be used to serve remote 

members without having to build 

miles of electric line. 

Distributed generation with 

fuel cells and microturbines could 

also be used to provide backup 

power for customers who can’t af¬ 

ford even a momentary blink. 

“The microturbines are some¬ 

thing else we would like to set up 

a pilot project on, maybe on some 

farm operation. We could also use 

it in conjunction with our inter¬ 

ruptible rate. If they can cut their 
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utilize our employees and have them do 
something more productive,” says Kuhn. 

When it comes to service Kuhn says it is 
often the little things that drive members 
crazy. For example, during an outage, when 
members call in, it can seem like co-op em¬ 
ployees have simply taken the phone off the 

hook. All callers 
hear is a busy signal. 

| The reality is during 
| an outage the phone 
■I never stops ringing, 
s To solve that prob- 
£ lem Kuhn had an 

interactive voice re¬ 
sponse system in¬ 
stalled at the co-op’s 

^ /V answering service. 
L..yZssu.'' t caller in the 

Carter Bland (right), 
Southivestern Electric Co 
op's AMR field agent ex¬ 
plains hoiv the new 
automated meter reading 
device will work to Bob 
Hayden of Troy. 

computer system 
can answer seven or 
more lines at once, 
identify the mem¬ 
bers, give a brief 
outage update mes¬ 
sage, and give the 
dispatcher reports 

* ■ for faster restoration 
of service. “It’s 

i worked very well,” 
IjA says Kuhn. But, he 
^ " says, “We put in a 

new phone system 
two years ago. It has 
a lot of capabilities, 
hut as long as we 

" can afford it we are 
^ always going to 

have a person at 
that front counter 

answering the phones and routing the call 
to the right person. Voice mail is fine as 
long as it’s my choice. But no one likes 
punching numbers trying to find the right 
person to talk to.” 

No one likes to pay their electric hill ei¬ 
ther, but Wayne-White Counties Electric 
Cooperative in Fairfield has found a new 
way that allows members to pre-pay for elec¬ 
tricity so they can budget their bills. It’s 
called a PowerStat system and it allows 
members to purchase credit cards in any 
amount to prepay for electricity. “They just 
swipe the card through a card swipe in their 
home and it registers the amount they have 
prepaid electronically on the meter,” says 
Jack Young, president/CEO. “We also plan 
to offer e-billing as soon as we upgrade to 

the latest billing software release, 
which is scheduled for next 
une. 

Like many other Illinois elec¬ 
tric co-ops, Wayne-White Coun¬ 
ties Electric uses a supervisory 
control and data acquisition sys¬ 
tem (SCADA) that can remotely 
monitor and control the power 
system. Young says, “It all comes 
down to the issue of reliability. 
We want to provide the most reli¬ 
able power supply to our members 
that we can. By going to a 
SCADA system we can control it 
from our central office. We save 
time on outages. We can see what 
is going on across the system at 
any given time.” 

Some things will always be 
out of the control of electric co¬ 
operatives. For example, light¬ 
ning is, and will always he, a 
problem for co-ops and their 
members. One way co-ops are try¬ 
ing to help is by providing surge 
protection equipment and ser¬ 
vices. Eastern Illini Electric Co¬ 
operative in Paxton provides 
whole house meter base surge 
suppression equipment and sec¬ 
ondary surge protection for phone 
modems, coaxial cables serving 
entertainment systems, and the 
co-op will check the service for 
proper grounding. 

The biggest challenge is mak¬ 
ing sure members understand that 
there is not a simple answer to 
surges or other power quality 
problems, says Boh Dickey, man¬ 
ager of marketing at Eastern 
Illini. He says 80 percent of all 
power quality problems originate 
within the home or business. 
“People call and assume that any 
power problem or surge must he 
on our end.” Often it is caused by 
faulty wiring, overloaded circuits, 
harmonics or simple voltage 
drops caused by equipment 
within the home or business. To 
solve the problem Eastern Illini 
will complete a site survey for 
home surge protection or a power 
quality audit for businesses. 

What really has Eastern Illini 
Electric’s employees excited is the 
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co-op’s aggressive move to pro¬ 
vide Internet service in literally 
every way it can be provided. The 
co-op has been providing regular 
dial up Internet service since 
1998. Now they are going wireless 
and soon they will also be provid¬ 
ing service in the Paxton area 
with fiber optic Internet service. 
Julie White, supervisor of business 
development and customer ser¬ 
vice, has the new wireless 
Internet service in her own home. 
“The best thing about it is it’s al¬ 
ways on. It is also faster than 
regular dial up,” she says. The 
wireless service is reduced line of 

Internet service. 
Down to earth technology also makes a real difference in produc¬ 

tivity says Giffin. Besides installing system wide automated meter read¬ 
ing, Giffin is computerizing every aspect of the co-op’s work to gain 
productivity. “Imagine the productivity gain from an automatically 
read meter, on the right date and with the correct reading, to the bill¬ 
ing file, to an e-mail bill, to point click and pay the bill, to cash in the 
bank, to data in the customer file.” 

At Illinois Rural even some of the line trucks are computerized. 
“We have maps on ruggidized Panasonic laptops in some of the trucks 
now. We update them with CDs. We will have wireless Internet con¬ 
nections so they can access the office system. Our guys will think of 
ways to use it that I haven’t even thought of yet.” 

New tools take new skills. Illinois Rural employees solved that 
problem. “It came out of an employee group that we should do some 
cross training. Now everyone has done some kind of training outside 
his or her own area. And an amazing percentage have taken computer 

. . . .. - ... .. .. . ■' . . . .. '../ ' , 

“We are in the business of im¬ 
proving the quality of life in the 
rural communities we serve. That 

is what we do.’* 

site, which means it only takes a 
one-foot high antenna and the 
signal can go through walls, trees 
and other obstacles. 

Satellite Internet service has 
been available for awhile, but un¬ 
til recently, White says, you still 
needed a phone line for transmit¬ 
ting e-mail. Now satellite Internet 
service can provide high speed ac¬ 
cess both up and down, and, un¬ 
like DSL or other high speed 
services, satellite Internet service 
is available anywhere right now. 

Bruce Giffin, general manager 
of Illinois Rural Electric Coopera¬ 
tive in Winchester says, “Internet 
service changes the nature of be¬ 
ing rural. Distance doesn’t matter. 
When I lived in Maine on an is¬ 
land we had a 52-K line to the of¬ 
fice. I remember one rainy day 
when the ferry couldn’t run and 
the airplanes didn’t fly the mail 
in, we watched a live feed from 
the Hubble telescope from the 
NASA site.” Illinois Rural Elec¬ 
tric has offered dial up Internet 
service and is now testing satellite 

courses,” says Giffin. 
Why go to all of this trouble to add new technology, new services 

and train employees to use new technology? Giffin says the reason is 
simple and has never changed. “It is consistent with our mission. We 
are in the business of improving the quality of life in the rural commu¬ 
nities we serve. That is what we do.” 

r 

L 

High-speed satellite Internet 
service is now; available 
through several Illinois elec¬ 
tric co-ops. 

OiRECNW 
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SAFETY AROUND YOUR HOME 

Carbon monoxide kills 

Carbon monoxide (CO) is now 
one of the most commonly 

encountered and pervasive poisons 
in our environment. It is respon¬ 
sible for more deaths than any 
other single poison. It has also 
caused lasting effects for those 
with chronic exposure to lower 
levels of carbon monoxide. 

Each year more than 1,700 
children ages 5 and under are 
poisoned by the gas, and there are 
about 30 reported deaths from car¬ 
bon monoxide poisoning for chil¬ 
dren ages 14 and under. The 
carbon monoxide death rate among 
children ages 14 and under has 
basically remained unchanged since 
1979, while death rates in other 
age groups have dropped by 
approximately half. 

Carbon monoxide is a 
colorless, odorless and tasteless gas 
that cuts off oxygen to the brain 
and heart, and can cause death or 
neurological damage. Symptoms 
of carbon monoxide poisoning are 
often mistaken for the flu. They 
include headaches, fatigue, 
dizziness, nausea and diarrhea. The 
danger to infants and children is 
especially high because they have 
elevated metabolic rates, and the 
gas accumulates in their bodies 
faster than in adults. Unborn 
babies have a greater risk of birth 
defects, neurological disorders and 
death when the mother is exposed 
to carbon monoxide. 

Household appliances fueled 
with gas, oil, kerosene or wood can 
produce the gas. Some of the com¬ 
mon sources of carbon monoxide 
in the home include malfunc¬ 
tioning furnaces, water heaters, 

ovens, stoves, gas-fired dryers, 
clogged chimneys, corroded flue 
pipes and unvented supplemental 
heaters. Automobiles left running 
in attached garages also pose a 
hazard, even if the garage doors are 
open. 

The first preventative measure 
that parents and caregivers should 
do to protect their families from 
carbon monoxide poisoning is 
to purchase carbon monoxide 
detectors. The carbon monoxide 
detectors should be installed in 
every sleeping area of the home 

“Carbon 
monoxide is 

responsible for 
more deaths than 
any other single 

poison. ” 

and on the ceiling at least 15 feet 
from fuel-burning appliances. If 
the alarm goes off, leave the house 
immediately and call the fire 
department or your local utility 
company. If a family member shows 
symptoms of carbon monoxide 
poisoning get medical attention 
immediately. 

Another preventative measure 
is to make sure space heaters, 
furnaces, fireplaces and wood- 
burning stoves are vented properly 
and inspected annually. Have 
your chimney cleaned each year, 

Symptoms of 
Carbon Monoxide 

Poisoning 

Headache 

Fatigue 

-4 Dizziness 

Nausea 

Diarrhea 

preferably before cold weather 
arrives. 

Never leave your car’s engine, 
or any gas-powered engine, running 
in the garage, particularly if it’s an 
attached garage. Also, never use an 
oven to heat your home. 

Using a charcoal grill inside 
the home, outside an open window, 
or in an attached garage can also be 
extremely dangerous. The carbon 
monoxide gas can very easily con¬ 
taminate the home in those types 
of situations. 

Carbon monoxide is an 
extremely dangerous poison. But if 
parents and other adults are sen¬ 
sitive to the potential dangers and 
take appropriate actions, the num¬ 
ber of deaths and exposure to chil¬ 
dren can be significantly reduced. 

Bill Brink is an extension 
educator at the Springfield 
Extension Center, P.O. Box 
8199, Springfield, IL 62791- 
8199, 217-782-6515. 
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• Lowest Prices In 
10 Years! 

• Built for Americans, 
by Americans! 

• Factory Direct! 

25 Years 

of Steel 

Building 

Experience 1.800-222-6335 

America's 
Largest 

Manufacturer 

CLEAR MEADOWS, 
PASTURES, ROADSIDES 
— all those non-lawn areas that 
ordinary mowers can’t touch! 
• The Amazing DR® FIELD AND BRUSH 
MOWER works like a tractor-mounted 
brushcutter...but in a walk-behind version 
that’s far MORE MANEUVERABLE, 
and a whole lot LESS EXPENSIVE! 

• CUTS tall grass, weeds, brush, brambles, 
including tough saplings up to 1" thick! 

• Plus it CHOPS/MULCHES most 
everything it cuts; leaves NO TANGLE 
of material to trip over or to 
pickup like 
brushcutters and 
sicklebar mowers. 

• POWERFUL 8 to 15 
with POWER 
4 SPEEDS, BIG 
WHEELS roll through ditches, 

The 
perfect 
size for 

clearing 
and 

maintaining 
overgrown 

areas of 
5 to 10 

acres 
or more! 

wet spots, up slopes with ease! 

PLEASE MAIL COUPON 
or Call for FREE DETAILS 

of the Amazing DR® 
ALL-TERRAIN FIELD 
and BRUSH MOWER! 

rYES! Please rash complete FREE DETAILS of the DR® FIELD and 
[ BRUSH MOWER including prices, specifications of Manual and 
i ELECTRIC-STARTING models, and Factory-Direct Savings now in 
i effect. 

Name _ 

Address 

City State ZIP I 
© 

COUNTRY HOME PRODUCTS®, Dept. 42219X , 
Meigs Road, P.O. Box 25, Vergennes, VT 05491 

 www.drfieldbrush.com i 

Replace The High Cost of Home Heating 
And never have to buy fuel — 
wood, oil, gas, kerosene —ever again. 

REPLACE OLD & 
INEFFICIENT HEAT 

Hydro-Sil is a unique room heating sys¬ 
tem that can save you hundreds of 
dollars in home heating costs. 

It can replace or supplement your 
electric heat, oil or gas furnace, 
kerosene heaters and woodstoves. 
Hydro-Sil is designed for whole house 
or individual room comfort. Hydro-Sil 
heating works like this: inside the heater 
case is a sealed copper tube filled 
with a harmless silicone fluid that will 
never spill, leak, boil or freeze. It's per¬ 
manent. You’ll never run out. Running 
through the liquid is a variable watt 
hydroelectric element that is only 
being supplied a proportionai amount 
of power on an as-needed basis. 
When the thermostat is turned on, the 
silicone liquid is quickly heated, and 
with its heat retention qualities, con¬ 

tinues to heat after the Hydro ele¬ 
ment shuts off, saving you money, This 
exclusive technology greatly increases 
energy savings and comfort. 

www.hydrosil.com 

Your benefits with Hydro-Sil 
Slash Heating Cost 
Lifetime Warranty - no service calls 
Safe - complete peace of mind 
Clean - no fumes - enviro safe 
U.L. Listed 
Preassembied - ready to use 
No furnaces - ducts - chimney 
Portable (110V) or permanent (220V) 
'Whole House Heating or Single Room 
Room by Room Control 

ORDER TODAY AND SAVE • TWO MODELS TO CHOOSE FROM 

PORTABLE 110 VOLT - PERMANENT 220 VOLT 

Save with Hydro-Sil: Many families are benefitting 

- you can too! 

• Consumer Digest: Buying Guide rates Hydro-Sil 
"Best Buy" for heating - a product that offers out¬ 

standing value for its price. 

• Osborne 0. (Business Owner): "It pleases us to 

find a product which performs up to is advertising 

claims." 

• William C. (General Contractor): "I replaced 

old electric heat with Hydro-Sil. I am pleased to re¬ 

port that your units have provided comfort, safety, 

and considerable savings on electricity," 

• R. Hanson: "I cannot begin to tell you how pleased 

I am with Hydro-Sil. First time in 25 years our elec¬ 

tric bill was reduced - Saved $635 - over 4Q%! 

PERMANENT 
220 Volt 

Approx, Area 
to Heat 

Discount 
Price Quantity 

8'2000 watts 250-300 sq.ft. $269 

6'1500 watts 180-250 sq.ft. $239 

5' 1250 wafts 130-180 sq.ft. $229 

4' 1000 watts 100-130 sq.ft, $209 

3' 750 watts 75-100 sq.ft. $189 

2' 500 watts 50-75 sq.ft, $169 

Thermostats - CALL for options and exact heater 

You Can Do Something About the High Cost of Winter Heating 
Order by Phone or Mail, Credit Card or Check • MasterCard-VISA 

PORTABLES (110V) Thermostat included 

5' Hydro-Max 750-1500 watts 1 $219 

4' Convector - Dual watt $179 

3' 750 watts - Silicone $179 

$15.00 shipping per heater $ 

Total Amount $ 

CREDIT ORDERS ACCT, # 

NAME  

ADDRESS.. 

PHONE 

1-800-627-9276 EXP DATE MAIL TO: HYDRO-SIL, PO BOX 662, FORT MILL, SC 29715 
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ILLINOIS YARD AND GARDEN 

Garden design from 
the inside out 

Is a true, green thumb gardener 
really ever happy with their 

landscape? 
It’s not like philosophers have 

been pondering this question 
for eons. Plato and Aristotle had 
deeper subjects to consider, and 
the ancient Greeks were somewhat 
limited with their plant selection. 
You can only do so much, probably, 
with olive and almond trees. The 
Babylonians with their hanging 
walls had a deeper breath of 
available trees, shrubs and flowers, 
but it’s doubtful if anyone sat up 
hours contemplating the extent of 
moving this plant here and shifting 
that one over there. 

Gardening has changed in the 
last 400 years. Plant exploration 
started the ball rolling especially as 
large wooden ships sailed the seven 
seas and crews got stranded, or stayed 
behind. Lately, plant breeding and 
genetic manipulation have produced 
colors, sizes and shapes to fit just 
about every situation. 

So, now it’s January, somewhat 
cold outside and maybe with 
snow on the ground at your home. 
Obviously there must be a connection 
between one of the slowest gardening 
months and one of the important gar¬ 
dening topics. It’s this. We spend more 
time looking at our landscapes from 
indoors than outdoors. I’m not sure 
of the percent, but in the winter it 
probably hits close to 75 percent. 
During the summer, it may drop 
down to 25-50 percent. Still, we spend 
lots of time indoors looking out, 
maybe to avoid the reality of dirty 
floors and dusty tables. 

It’s this, also. Most of us design 
our landscapes standing in the yard 

rather than the kitchen, living 
room, or bedroom window. The 
first point is in direct conflict with 
the second. Which brings us to 
winter. 

There’s probably no better 
time to stand at your window with 
a steaming cup of liquid refresh¬ 
ment in your hand, a cat rubbing 
against your leg and visualize what 
you would like to look at. Of 

course, if January proves to be 
extremely cold and snowy, you 
might visualize golden sand, palm 
trees swaying and those little 
drinks with umbrellas in them. 
Those may not be bad thoughts, 
but unless you move, you won’t be 
totally productive toward a new 
and improved landscape. So, you’re 
standing in front of the window, 
and trying to decide what would 
look the best. 

Last winter, while peering out of 
my kitchen, dining room and upstairs 
windows, I decided that my shrub 
row was terrible. The plants were 
horribly overgrown. Besides, they 
had done well and I wanted to try 
something else. From outside, they 
looked fine. Out they came this 
spring. I’ve never been happy with 
what my front garden looks like from 
the living room window, but it 
is impressive from outside. Since 
it’s viewed mainly indoors due to 
location, what looks good from 
outside should matter the least. 

It’s possible you have an ugly 
view you want hidden when inside. 
Maybe you don’t keep your shades 
or curtains closed all the time, or 
maybe you do, and you really don’t 
want to. Possibly an evergreen 
screen might shield you from your 
neighbors. 

The main point is to stand 
and decide in the next couple of 
months what you would like to see 
looking out. It may be a huge mas¬ 
sive flower garden that isn’t there 
at the moment. Or a water garden. 
Or a clump of ornamental grasses. 

And always keep in mind one 
of the general rules of landscaping— 
if you don’t like it, get rid of it. 

David Robson is an Extension 
Educator, Horticulture, at the 
Springfield Extension Center, 
University of Illinois Extension. 
You can write to Robson in care 

of Illinois Country Living, P.O. 
Box 3787, Springfield, IL 62708. 

Telephone: (217) 782-6515. 
E-Mail: robsond@mail.aces. 
uiuc.edu 
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Environmental Liners & Top Covers 

Pond & Lake Liners 
Custom sizes, reinforced material, 642psi 

puncture strength. No job too big or small 

$.39 sqft or less depending on volume. 

1800-280-0712 Bend Tarp & Liner, Inc. 

FREE HEARING CATALOG! 
45 DAY TRIAL 
•$199 & UP 

BETTER 
HEARING 

DEPT B66, Brookport, IL 62910 

1 -800-320-3300 EXT B66 

NEW fully furnished cabins on the Ohio River 
with full kitchens, TV, VCR, ioft-hot tub or Jacuzzi 

Located on the Ohio River Route 
National Scenic Byway Shawnee National Forest 

11 acres with 800° of river shoreline & natural spring 

Cedar Hill River Resort 
1-888-304-6319 217-741-6474 

IF YOU'RE FED UP WITH LEAKS, NOISE, 
COATING & HIGH ENERGY BILLS... 

THE APOLLO SUPER-SHIELD INSULATED ROOF 
IS THE SOLUTION TO THESE PROBLEMS. 

8003339562 
SERVING • INDIANA • ILLINOIS 
• KENTUCKY • OHIO • SINCE 1987 

srm BUtlOING SUPER SAIEH 

30-00% OFF!! 

Cel Sianed on the Right Track '\ >th Fast True 

In honor of the fallen heroes of the New York City 
fire and police departments, Fast Trac will donate 
$1000 of eachpurchase to September 11th fund 

50x100, 60x120, 70x125, 80x125, 

100x150, 150x300 

CALL NOW FOR AVAILABILITY!! 

&UtJ-7Zb-Za/o 
WWW. RA STT R A C B U I L_ DI N G S. C O M 

Dr. Jack Setzekorn DOS 
& 

Dr. Kenneth Ausmer DMD 
offers you a 

ONE-DAY 
DENTURE 
$124.00 

Extractions at Drs. Quote 

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
(217) 479-8444 

1-877-565-8981 (toll-free) 
Only cash, 

Mastercard 

or Visa. 

No checks 

please. 

1201 West Walnut St, 
Jacksonville, IL 62650 

Open Your Gate Automatically... 
PANDA automatic gate 
systems provide securi¬ 
ty, convenience and 
reliability at prices that 
will make sense for 
your home, ranch or 
farm. 

• Slide gate and swing 
openers 

• Three Station inter¬ 
com system with 
gate release button 

• Wide range of acces¬ 
sories 

• Two year warranty 

Call today for 
information & prices 

1-800-541-8866 

Dealer inquiries 
welcomed 

PANDA 
AUTOMATIC GATE CO. 
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TECHNOLOGY AND YOU 

James Dulley 

TODAY’S 

Insulation without the hdi 

Dear Jim: I know my 
house needs additional 
insulation, but I have 

avoided adding it because it 
makes me itchy. Other than the 
standard itchy stuff, are there 
any new types of insulation I can 
easily install myself? 

* Teresa E. 

Dear Teresa: There are new 
  insulation materials that are 
not itchy like standard fiberglass batts 
you find in most home center stores. 
These materials are extremely effec¬ 
tive and adding them will cut your 
utility bills year-round. Also, don’t 
necessarily write off professional 
installation as too costly because the 
energy savings often pay back the cost 
in a reasonable period of time. 

Before adding more insulation 
just because you think you need more, 
check with your local building codes 
department for the recommended 
amount for your ceiling, walls, floors, 
basement or crawl space. If you 
already have enough insulation, 
adding more will not save a significant 
amount of additional energy. The 
small amount of savings will not jus¬ 
tify the expense or the consumption 
of the materials. 

Itch-free fiberglass insulation is 
produced using a more complicated 
manufacturing procedure than stan¬ 
dard insulation. I installed several 
rolls of it in my own attic and it really 
caused very little itching, if any. It is 
completely wrapped in a poly film 
covering so you hardly touch the 
fiberglass itself. Although it looks like 
standard itchy insulation, it feels like 

Encapsulated wall insulation 
is easy and clean to install 

Fiberglass insulation 
blown on attic floor 

 ^ 
Expanding foam 

insulation fills gaps 
around wiring 
and plumbing 

Foam 
insulation 
sprayed 
between 

wall studs 

Various types of new insulation materials 

fluffy cotton balls when you cut the 
ends of the rolls to length. 

This itch-free insulation is made 
by fusing two different forms of glass 
into the individual insulation fibers. 
This fusion process causes each tiny 
fiber to curl and twist randomly to 
eliminate the itch-producing ends. 
These twisted fibers are springy and 
resilient, so they are compressed 
making the insulation rolls look small 
at the store. When you unroll them 
in an attic or on a wall, they quickly 
fluff up to full thickness. 

Another new type of itch-free 
insulation is a blend of recycled 
cotton and denim from blue jean 
production. It is a natural product and 
really does look like shredded blue 
jeans. The denim material is treated 
with chemicals to give it a high 
residential fire-resistance rating. The 
insulation value per inch thickness is 
similar to fiberglass batts, but it is 
more densely packed making it easy 
to handle and position in walls. 

In addition to the itch-free fiber¬ 
glass insulation material mentioned 
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above, several other types of standard 
(itchy fibers) insulation are also 
encapsulated in poly-film wrap. This 
makes it is easy to handle and install 
without getting itchy. Since you must 
slice the wrap when you cut it to 
length, you may have some contact 
with the itchy fiber, but very little. 
No matter what type of insulation 
you are working with, it is wise to 
wear gloves, long sleeves, pants and 
some sort of breathing mask. 

When insulating an existing wall 
or around plumbing and electrical 
obstructions during construction, it 
is important to fill it completely with 
no voids (unfilled areas). Just a small 
percentage of voids can result in a 
significant energy loss. Make sure the 
insulation is also packed tightly. Even 
though most fiberglass batts have a 
very light coating of adhesive on the 
fibers to keep them fluffy, almost any 
do-it-yourself insulation material will 
settle somewhat. 

Using a professionally installed 
non-settling type of insulation is 

often the most effective method in 
these areas with obstructions. One 
type of non-settling insulation uses 
blown-in fiberglass fibers mixed 
with strong adhesives. After it is 
blown into the wall cavity to fill 
all the gaps, the adhesive sets up to 
eliminate settling. When installed 
in new walls, nylon netting is 
stapled over the studs and the 
insulation is blown in behind it. 

Another type of effective 
professionally installed non-settling 
insulation is low-density polyure¬ 
thane foam. It has about the highest 
insulation value per inch thickness 
of any material, so it is ideal for 
locations with limited space. 
Immediately after it is sprayed, its 
volume expands about 100 times 
creating millions of microscopic 
insulating cells. It fills in effectively 
around most obstacles inside a wall. 
When it foams up during instal¬ 
lation, the cell structure it creates is 
closed so it also seals air and mois¬ 
ture leakage spots inside the wall. 

When buying insulation, remem¬ 
ber you are paying for the R- 
value insulation level, not just the 
thickness. Insulation can be fluffed 
to be thicker, but it still has the same, 
or lower, R value. Any insulation con¬ 
tract should specify the final installed 
R value of the insulation. 

Write for (instantly download - 
www.dullev.com) Utility Bills Update 
No. 448 - buyer’s guide of 10 
insulation material manufacturers, 
R values, sizes, features, insulation 
selector guide and a U.S. map 
showing recommended insulation 
levels. Please include $3 and a 
business-size SASE. James Dulley, 
Illinois Country Living, 6906 
Royalgreen Dr., Cincinnati, OH 
45244. 

James Dulley is a mechanical 
engineer who writes on a wide 
variety of energy and utility topics. 
His column appears in a large 
number of daily newspapers. 

If you have 

•1 
and 

care or 
Insurer 

GLDS will help you get the Diabetes Testing Supplies you need! 
At GLDS, we offer: 
★ No more trips to the pharmacy! 

★ No up front costs, we ship without advance payment! 

★ No dues, membership fees or shipping charges! 

★ All major brands are available! 

★ Free Bayer Glucometer Elite XL or Dex Meter available upon enrollment 

Did you know... 

Whether you take insulin or oral medication, Medicare and most private 

insurance cover blood glucose meter, test strips, lancets, control 

solution and lancing devices. 

Call Today and 
Save Right Away! 

1-800-774-0788 
Se Habla Espanol GREAT LAKES DIABETIC SUPPLY 

Coinsurance and deductible may apply NO HMD’s 

DENTURES 
IN ONE-DAY SERVICE 

Custom Upper and or Lower 
Opposing Imp. $15 A |ll|% 
ADA Approved Materials 7 I IIJ EA 
Appointment Highly Advised I Ww EH. 

GENERAL DENTISTRY 

OTHER DENTAL SERVICES AVAILABLE 

WHERE SAP 

Adult Care Dentures 

DR. THOMAS ARNOLD 
101 Marshall Place 

CARMI, IL 62821 
Information or appointment 

Call 

1 800 825 8044 
or 618 382 8010 

Also 
Extractions and simple oral surgery at 

reduced fee with Dental appliance 
all at Dr.’s quote 

No personal 
checks please 

Mt. Vernon  ■ 

m 
Bento^ — <D 

^ Marion- — 

3 1 i m 
al | C 
iase. O 

i Evansville 
I IN 
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America’s Oldest & Largest Rare Breed Hatchery 
FREE COLOR CATALOG 

Over 140 varieties of Baby Chicks, Bantams, 
Turkeys, Guineas, Peafowl, Game Birds, 
Waterfowl. Also Eggs, Incubators, Books, 
Equipment and Medications. 

Call 1-800-456-3280 
(24 hours a day) 

Website: http://www.mcmurrayhatchery.com 
Murray McMurray Hatchery, 

Cl 32, Webster City, Iowa 50595-0458 

¥ 
SANGAMON RADIANT 
WIRSBOaqua pex tubing products 
for agricultural, commercial shop 
floors and homes Made in the USA 

(217)522-3934 • FAX (217)522-3933 
Evening (217)483-3223 John D. McMillan - Owner 

2 SEAT BIKE 
Drives Like a Car! 

Street 
Easy to 
1. 2 & 4 
Cargo Carrier 

RHOnPE/ <BR 
Literature 

615 822-2737 Ext 9986 

HERITAGE 
BUILDING SYSTEMS. 

Established 1979 

800-643-5555 
WE SHIP ANYWHERE IN THE USA! 

30 x 40 x 12   $4,588 
30 X 50 X 10   $4,789 
40 X 60 x 12   $7,677 
40 X 75 X 14   $9,370 
50 X 100 x 14  $13,996 

Commercial all steel buildings and component 
parts from America’s largest distributor since 
1979. Any size is available featuring easy 
bolt up rigid frame design for industry, office, 
mini-storage, shop, farm and alt steel homes. 
Call us today for a free information package 
and quote on the best buildings made. 

Mini Storage Sale 
$5,694 

20' x too' with io units complete with partitions 
h e r i t a *5 e b u i I c l i n jx s. c o m 

RESPIRATORY 
MEDICATION 
Free Pharmacy Consultation 

CALL TOLL FREE 

1-877-796-9088 

Do you have 
COPD, Emphysema, 

Bronchitis, Asthma 
...or take any respiratory 

medication such as: 

• Albuterol • Atrovent 
• Proventil • Cromolyn 
• Ventolin • Ipratropium 

Respiratory Medication delivered to your home! 

n 

skW 
We bill 

MEDICARE 
or private 
insurance. 

Visit our web site at: www.phsameds.com 

Pharmacy Services of America 
7282 Plantation Rd., Ste. 104 

Pensacola, FL 32504 

Grow More Food & Flowers - Extend Your 

Growing Season - Grow & Sell Plants 

Greenhouses 
• Many sizes & styles 

• Built in bench frames 

• Steel reinforced frame 

• Ships UPS anywhere 

Easy to assemble kits 

or design and build 

your own using our 

unique double-wall 

insulating greenhouse 

covering material. 

FREE SAMPLE |-800-825-1 92 5 
& CATALOG www.farmwholesale.com 

Commercial sizes available, ideal 

for small nurseries. 

Buy Factory Direct & Save 

Farm Wholesale 

3740 ILCL Brooklake Rd. NE • Salem, OR 97303 

Southern^Builders 

LIFETIME WARRAN 

|§ 1-800-633-8969 
BP oo le web www.roofover.com 

/, Winning Smiles Begin Here 
/ .~«as wmm-r jmam m - ^ v 

pgNTUl*65 

(BAs^ 

* Implants 

► Hygiene 

* Orthodontics 

* Whitening 

- DENTAL CENTER 
.. f ... P / nnxtinnct 

C/>0lV/u 

* Bridges 

• Dentures 

6e„ 

'"ffr,. 

Drs. Hildreth, Alvarez & Smith 
located at 

MID-AMERICA DENTAL & 
HEARING CENTER 

144 - Exit 44 • 1050 W. Hayward Drive 
Mt Vernon, MO 65712 

2 Locations! 

001 BIST 

FOB LESS 

INADAY 
800-354-1905 

Drs. Hildreth & Campbell 
, , located at 

MID-AMERICA 
DENTAL CLINIC 

144-Exit 46 * 558 Mt Vernon Blvd. 
Mt Vernon, MO 65712 

www.midamericadental.cofT! 800-372-4554 
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HOME CAPITAL 
7 Dunwoody Park • Suite 104* Atlanta, GA 30338 

APPLY BY 
PHONE 1-800-506-0006 YES 

WE’RE OPEN 
CALL NOW! 

*8.03% A.P.R. 360 month term 1st mortgage adjustable rate based on 1 yr. treasury arm, 3% margin, 2/6% caps, 5.99% current index rate adjusted annually. 
Subject to change and qualification as of 6/01/01. Georgia Residential Mortgage Licensee 
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ILLI1V0IS FINEST COOKING 

United Methodist Church of Murphysboro 
The United Methodist Church of Murphysboro submits its 

cookbook to celebrate their 175th anniversary. The cookbook 
is hard-backed and is three-ring binder style. The book is $17, 
which includes postage. To order, contact Marcia at (618) 687- 
2317. 

Hidden Valley Ranch Party Pinwheels Pam Crews Frog Eye Salad 

1 (8-oz.) pkg. cream cheese, 
softened 

1 pkg. Hidden Valley Ranch 
salad dressing (mix) 

2 green onions, minced 

4 (12-inch) flour tortillas 
1/2 C. diced red pepper 
1/2 C. diced celery 
1 can sliced black olives 

Mix cream cheese, salad dressing mix and green onions together. 
Spread on tortillas. Sprinkle remaining ingredients over the top. 
Roll up and wrap in Saran Wrap. Chill for 2 hours. Cut off roll 
ends. Cut rolls into l-inch slices. 

Cheese-Pineapple Bake 

1 lb. can pineapple chunks, 
reserve juice 

1/4 C. maraschino cherries, 
chopped 

Alene (Babe) Etherton 

1 C. sharp cheddar cheese, grated 
1/4 C. sugar 
1 C. dry bread crumbs 
2 T. butter, melted 

Blend pineapple and cherries. Add the cheese and mix in sugar, 
flour and blend with reserved pineapple juice. Pour in a well- 
greased baking dish. Top with bread crumbs and drizzle with 
melted butter. Bake at 350° for 45 minutes. 

Ruth Bryan 

2 bags Fritos 
1 lb. longhorn cheese, grated 
1-1/2 heads lettuce, chopped 
7 med. onions, chopped 
1 can black olives, chopped 
12-oz. chopped pecans 
8-oz. shredded coconut 
1 bottle picante sauce 

Cook meat and onion until brown and set aside. Combine cans 
of tomato sauce and puree, chili powder, garlic salt and beans in 
saucepan. Simmer for 1 hour. Cook and drain Minute Rice. Place 
remaining ingredients in separate bowls to serve. Place bowls in 
this order: Fritos, rice, meat, chili sauce, cheese, onion, lettuce, 
tomatoes, olives, pecans, coconut and picante sauce. Instruct guests 
to assemble in that order. Serves 16 to 20. 

Diane Cardwell 

Frista 

4 lbs. ground beef 
3 onions, chopped 
2 Ig. cans tomatoes with juice 
1 Ig. can tomato puree 
4 T. chili powder 
3 tsp. garlic salt 
1 Ig. can Ranch-style beans 
1 Ig. box Minute Rice 

2 eggs, beaten 
1/4 C. water 
1/2 C. onion, chopped 
1/2 tsp. salt 
1/2 tsp. pepper 

Cheesy Meat Loaf 

1-1/2 lbs. ground chuck 
1/2 C. fine bread crumbs, 

(Pepperidge Farm stuffing) 
1 can mushroom soup, 

(sometimes I use tomato) 
1/2 C. cheddar cheese, cut in 

1/2-inch cubes 

Mix ground chuck, 1/2 can soup, bread crumbs, cheese, onion, 
eggs, salt and pepper. Press into loaf pan. Bake at 350° for 1 hour. 
In a small pan, blend together the other half of soup, 1/4 cup 
water and 2 to 3 tablespoons drippings from meat loaf. Heat and 
serve as sauce with meat loaf. 

fs&Mnwl 

Laura Wilson 

1 C. sugar 
2 T. flour 
2-1/2 tsp. salt 
1 -3/4 C. pineapple juice 
2 eggs, beaten 
2 T. lemon juice 
3 qt. water 
1 T. oil 

3 (11-oz.) cans mandarin 
oranges, drained 

2 (20-oz.) cans pineapple 
chunks, drained 

1 (20-oz.) can crushed 
pineapple, drained 

1 (9 oz.) Cool Whip 
1-2 C. mini marshmallows 

1 (16-oz.) pkg. Acini de Pepe 1-2 C. pecan chips 
(pasta) 

Combine sugar, flour and 1/2 teaspoon salt. Gradually stir in 
pineapple juice and eggs. Cook over medium heat, stirring until 
thickened. Add lemon juice and cool to room temperature. Boil 
water, 2 teaspoons salt and oil. Add Acini de Pepe pasta. Cook at 
a rolling boil until done. Drain and rinse with cool water and cool 
to room temperature. Combine with egg mixture. Mix lightly but 
thoroughly. Refrigerate in an airtight container until chilled. Add 
remaining ingredients. Mix lightly but thoroughly. Refrigerate 
until chilled. This will keep as long as a week. 

Kathy Warner 

1 pkg. spaghetti 
1 can tomato soup 
1 can cream of chicken soup 
1 can cream of mushroom soup 
1/2-1 lb. grated cheddar cheese 
Parmesan cheese 

Spaghetti With A New Twist 

1 C. onions, diced 
1-2 green peppers, diced 
1-1/2 lbs. ground beef 
1-2 stalks celery 
1 T. salt 
Pepper to taste 

Saute the ground beef, onion, green pepper and celery. Add 
salt and pepper to taste. Cook spaghetti according to directions 
and drain well, rinsing with hot water to remove excess starch. 
Combine the cooked spaghetti, meat mixture, 3 cans of soup and 
grated cheddar cheese in a large casserole dish. Bake at 350° 
until cheese is bubbly. Sprinkle top with Parmesan cheese before 
serving. This also cooks well in an electric skillet. 

Bill Lewis 

1 T. sugar 
Garlic salt to taste 
Salt and pepper to taste 
1 (15-oz.) can tomato sauce 
1/2 tomato sauce can water 

Lewis Bacon Spaghetti 

1 (12-oz.) pkg. spaghetti 
1 lb. bacon, diced 
1 C. chopped onions 
1/2 C. grated Parmesan 

cheese 
1 pkg. mozzarella cheese, 

sliced or grated 

Preheat oven to 350°. In large skillet, fry diced bacon and onions 
until golden. Drain excess fat. Add tomato sauce and seasonings. 
Allow to simmer 10 minutes. Meanwhile, cook spaghetti according 
to directions. Drain. Pour into greased baking dish. Add grated 
Parmesan cheese to tomato mixture and pour over spaghetti. Place 
sliced or grated mozzarella cheese on top and bake until bubbly 
hot. Serve with garlic bread and a salad. 
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Amish Cheese Pie 

16-oz. cream cheese 1/2 C. sugar 
3 eggs, slightly beaten 1 tsp. vanilla 
8-oz. sour cream 1/2 tsp. almond extract 
2 T. sugar 

Preheat oven to 350°. Soften cream cheese and beat until smooth 
and soft. Beat in eggs, 2 T. sugar and vanilla until smooth. Pour 
into 9-inch pie pan and bake 20 minutes. Remove pie from oven 
and cool 10 minutes. Mix sour cream, almond extract and 1/2 C. 
sugar until sugar is dissolved; spread over filling. Return pie to 
oven and bake additional 10 minutes. Cool before serving. 

Clara Kiser Chocolate Brickie Sensations 

1 C. butter (2 sticks), 
room temperature 

1 tsp. baking powder 
3/4 C. packed brown sugar 
2-1/2 C. flour 
1 (12-oz.) pkg. mini 

chocolate chips 
1 tsp. vanilla 

Janet Lewis 

1 pkg. instant French vanilla 
pudding 

5-oz. pecans 
1 tsp. baking soda 
3/4 C. granulated sugar 
2 eggs 
5-oz. pkg. brickie bits 

In large bowl, combine all ingredients and stir by hand until well 
mixed. Drop by teaspoons onto cookie sheet. Bake at 350° for 10 
to 12 minutes or until browned. 

Immaculate Heart of Mary High School Alumnae Association 
The Immaculate Heart of Mary High School Alumnae Association in Westchester submits 
its spiral-bound, soft-backed cookbook containing 130 pages of recipes shared by students, 
parents, faculty, staff and alumnae. The book is $10 plus $2.50 postage. To order, contact 
the IHM Office of Advancement, 10900 West Cermak Road, Westchester, IL 60154, or 
contact Carol Land at (708) 531-9044. 

Hidden Valley Ranch Sausage Stars Julie (Pellegrino) Greco 

1-1/2 lb. cooked, crumbled 
Italian sausage 

1-1/2 C. grated sharp 
cheddar cheese 

1-1/2 C. grated Monterey 
Jack cheese 

1-1/4 C. Hidden Valley Ranch 
dressing 

Preheat oven to 350°. After cooking sausage, drain grease and 
mix with cheeses, dressing, olives, and pepper. Lightly grease 4 
mini muffin pans with oil. Brush won tons with oil and place in 
muffin pans. Cook 5 minutes until golden. Remove from tin when 
cooled and place on cookie sheet. Fill won tons with mixture. Bake 
until cheese melts about 5 to 10 minutes. Can be made ahead and 
refrigerated or frozen. 

1 (2.25-oz.) can sliced olives 
1/2 C. finely chopped red 

pepper 
1 pkg. won ton wraps 
Oil 

Broccoli Salad 

1 (1 lb.) bag broccoli slaw 
1 bunch green onions, 

chopped 
1 C. sunflower seeds 

Dressing: 
3/4 C. oil 
1/3 C. vinegar 

Judy Yarbrough 

1 C. slivered almonds, toasted 
2 pkgs. Oriental Ramen 

noodles 

1/2 C. sugar 

Mix salad ingredients together. Set aside. Mix the dressing 
ingredients together. Add about 2/3 of dressing to salad. Toss. 
Save extra dressing and use if needed. 

Noodle Bake Ann Moore Kvietlcus 

1 lb. broad noodles 3 eggs 
1 pt. lite sour cream 1/4 lb. margarine 
16-oz. small curd cottage 1 C. granulated sugar, divided 
cheese 2 tsp. cinnamon 

Preheat oven to 350°. Cook noodles according to package directions. 
Add cottage cheese and sour cream to drained noodles. Melt 1/4 
pound margarine. Mix with 3/4 cup sugar. Add to noodle mixture. 
Beat eggs until fluffy and add to noodle mixture. Pour mixture 
into greased 3 quart Pyrex dish. Topping: Mix 1/4 cup sugar with 
cinnamon. Sprinkle over top. Bake at 350° until solid, 30 minutes. 

Parmesan Pull-Apart Bread Jean LaPeruto Aiello 

1/4 C. grated Parmesan 1 (25 oz.) pkg. frozen roll 
cheese dough (unthawed) 

3 T. sesame seed 3 T. butter, melted 
1 tsp. dried basil 

Stir together first 3 ingredients; sprinkle 1/3 of cheese mixture 
into a buttered bundt pan. Place 1/2 of frozen rolls in pan; drizzle 
with half of butter and sprinkle with half of remaining cheese 
mixture. Repeat procedure with remaining frozen rolls, butter, 
and cheese mixture. Cover and let rise in a warm place (85°), free 
from drafts, 2 hours or until thawed and doubled in bulk. Preheat 
the oven to 350°. Bake for 30 minutes. Loosen bread from sides of 
pan with a knife and immediately invert onto a serving plate. 

Monkey Bread Jeanne Kelly 

3-4 cans buttermilk biscuits 1 C. brown sugar 
1 C. white sugar 1 tsp. dark Karo syrup 
2 tsp. cinnamon 1 C. chopped nuts 
1/2 C. margarine 

Cut buttermilk biscuits in quarters. Shake a few pieces at a time in 
a plastic bag with the white sugar and cinnamon. Melt margarine, 
brown sugar, and Karo syrup together. Add chopped nuts to syrup 
mixture. Layer about 1 can biscuits in an angel food or bundt pan, 
then part of syrup. Continue layering 2 more times, ending with 
syrup. Bake 35 minutes at 375° to 400°. Let stand 10 minutes before 
removing from pan. Turn out onto a cake plate; cut and serve. 

Chocolate Trifle 

1 box chocolate cake mix 
with pudding 

2 small pkgs. instant 
chocolate pudding 

1 Ig. and 1 sm. (20 oz.) 
Cool Whip 

Judy (Walsh) Balesteri 

12 Heath candy bars, crushed, 
(or 1/2 bag of crushed 
Heath) 

1/2 C. Kahlua (opt.) 

Make cake acceding to pkg. directions and pour into a 13x9x2- 
inch pan. Cool; pour Kahlua over cake. Cut into small squares. 
Prepare pudding as directed. Using a large, deep bowl, layer as fol¬ 
lows: Cake, pudding, Cool Whip and crushed Heath bars. Repeat 
layers. It is best to make it the night before. 
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FUNNYBONE 

True Story. The other day in the 
dairy section of our grocery store, I 
was shopping for eggs, opening one 
carton after the other... I’m a little 
fussy about my eggs! After finally se¬ 
lecting the right one, I noticed a 
young lady behind me doing exactly 
the same thing, opening a carton to 
peek in, closing it and going on to 
the next one. I thought I knew her as 
a recently married young lady. Finally, 
she moved closer and whispered, “Sir, 
what are we looking for?” 
Qeorge V. Kottwitz - Edwardsville, IL 

Suzy: I cant’ go to school today 
Mom: Why not? 
Suzy: I don’t feel well 
Mom: Where don’t you feel well? 
Suzie: In school. 
Qeorge Kottwitz - Edwardsville, IL 

As little Johnny was leaving 
Church one Sunday morning, he 
looked up at the pastor and said, 
“When I get big and have a job, I 
promise I will give you some money.” 

The pastor thanked Johnny and 
then asked, “Why do you think you 
should give me money?” 

Johnny quickly replied, “Because 
my Dad says you are the poorest 
preacher we’ve ever had at this 
church!” 
Diana M. Mohr - Burnside, IL 

Our 26 month old granddaughter 
threw a penny into a wishing pond. 
When we asked her what she wished 
for, she answered, “I wish I had my 
penny back.” 
Delores Karp - Morton Qrove, IL 

A fellow ran into the vet’s office car¬ 
rying his dog. The vet looked it over 
and told the fellow his dog was dead. 
The fellow insisted on a second opin¬ 
ion so the vet brought a cat in. The 
cat walked around the dog - sniffed it 
then walked away. 

The vet reassured the fellow that 
his dog was indeed dead. Still not sat¬ 
isfied, the fellow asked for a third 
opinion. So the vet brought in a 
black lab. It proceeded to sniff and to 
check the dead dog over. Well, the 
fellow finally conceded that his dog 
was dead so he asked the vet how 
much his bill was. “It’s $650" said the 
vet. 

“What!” exclaimed the fellow, 
“Why so much?” 

“Well,” said the vet, “my bill is 
$50 and the lab and cat scan is $600.” 
Mrs. Alberta Burton - Dewitt, IL 

Is there a joke in YOUR family (that's proper for a family magazine)? Illinois Country Living pays $5.00 
for each joke chosen for Illinois Funnybone. Send your humorous story to Illinois Funnybone, P.O. Box 
3787, Springfield, IL 627080787. 

DIABETES ? 
If you have Medicare, 
Champus or Private 

Insurance 
You Can Receive 

Your Diabetic Supplies at 
Little or NO COST to you. 

a Medicare Participating Provider 
Assignment AcceptedKa 

Paperwork / No Upfront Costs 
Free delivery Risk Free/ 

Guaranteed in Writing! 

call now:l-800-689-4377 
Diabetes Providers Inc. 

(sorry, NO HMO’S) 

HiilTUCKY 
LAKE 
America's Best Kept Secret! 
Plan your next vacation exploring the 

160,000 acres of water and 2.300 miles 

shoreline that Kentucky lake has to offer! 

Boating • Fishing • Hunting 
Camping • Golfing • Swimming 

Shopping • Attractions • Antiques 
Great Lodging and much more! 

Call for a free vacation suide or visit our web site! 

1-800-46J-7145 
www.kentuckylake.org 

Touchstone Energy 
The power of human connections 

America’s best onion 
plants come from .. . 

Dixondale 
Farms 

ONION PLANTS SINCE 1913 

Family owned & operated since 1913. 
• Best variety selection. 

• All plants guaranteed. 

• Free Planting Guide with order. 

Call toll-free to request your FREE catalog. 

1-877-367-1015 
www.dixondalefarms.com 

P.O. Box 127, Dept. IL12, Carrizo Springs. TX 78834 

RIVER CB1IISE 
5 or 6 nights on the elegant 

riverboat Canadian Empress, cruising the 
calm inland waters of the historic 

St. Lawrence & Ottawa Rivers. 
Experience the 1000 Islands... 

the remarkable International Seaway locks... 
castles, museums, resorts, historic villages 

6 world-class capital cities. 
Kingston, Ottawa, Quebec City Departures 

1-800-267-7868 
www.stlawrencecruiselines.coni 
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ILLINOIS MARKETPLACE 

<^P| USED MEAT SAWS, slicers, grinders, 

tenderizers and other butchering 

K w| equipment. 261 5 South 1st, Spring- 

vp field, Illinois. Phone (217) 522-3934. 

INSULATION — 4 x 8 sheets, foil- 

backed foam — also rolls of foil- 

bubble-pak insulation. All factory 

seconds. Contact Ken Nichols at (800) 

WANTED TO BUY: Standing TIM¬ 

BER. All species. Pay top price. Clear 

or select cut. Call (815) 434-4141. 

WANTED: IH CUB CADETS, Look¬ 

ing for older cubs and attachments. 

Running or not. Call Mike at (217) 

459-2223. 

424-1256. 

USED AND NEW restaurant and con¬ 

cession EQUIPMENT. Ice machines, 

grills, fryers, sinks, poppers, ice cream 

machines, etc. Erio Sales, 2615 So. 1st, 

Springfield, IL. (217) 522-3934- 

PLAY GOSPEL SONGS by EAR! 10 

LESSONS $12.95. “Learn Gospel Mu¬ 

sic.” Chording, runs, fills - $12.95. Both 

$24. Guaranteed. Davidsons, 6727R1 

Metcalf, Shawnee Mission, Kansas 

AUTHORIZED RAINBOW DIS¬ 

TRIBUTOR. New and used rainbows. 

Repairs, supplies and service. Living 

air purifiers. L & L Distributing, 116 

S. Van Buren St., Newton, IL 62448. 

(877) 783-3755. 

FOR SALE: Used electric kilns and 

potter’s wheels for pottery and ceram¬ 

ics, 220 volt-one phase. Evenings: 

(217) 483-3223. 

ARE YOU SICK ‘N’ TIRED of feel¬ 

66204. 

CUSTOM SAWMILLING with Por¬ 

ing sick ‘n’ tired? Try Barley Green for 

energy and stamina. Feel better! Great 

for pets, too! Toll free (877) 301-8460. 

table Woodmizer. Your place or mine. 

Call Jim Virkler, (815) 692-2890. 

WANTED: All SPECIES STAND¬ 

ING TIMBER. Free estimates, no ob¬ 

ligation. Call Paul Jones, Ridgway, IL 

62979. Phone (618) 272-3031. 

FIBERGLASS, CORRUGATED, 26- 

inch wide. 8-10-12 foot long. 8 ft.-$4. 

12 ft.-$6. Large supply, all colors. 

Dongola, IL. (618) 827-4737. 

SWENEY’S LLAMAS: Quality breed¬ 

ing since 1978. Exceptional sires and 

bred females. OUTSTANDING BA¬ 

BIES, beautiful llamas ready for a new 

home. Farm visits welcome. Avon, IL. 

(309) 465-3847. 

E-Z MATIC® PET DOORS. Totally 

weather-tight, super quiet, safe, easy 

to install/use. Sizes for any dog/cat. 

Also Heavy Duty Dog Doors. Free bro¬ 

chures. Riverside Products W7909 

Green Valley Road, Spooner, WI 

54801. Toll free: (866) 635-2644. 

www.riversidespooner.com. 

WANTED TO BUY: Standing tim¬ 

ber and logs. Timber harvesting 

specialist. Direct markets for grade 

logs and veneer. Prices unbeatable. 

(618) 426-3065. 

FOR SALE: a Bundle of LUMBER. 

HARDWOOD. Inch thick boards. 

$450. (618) 842-9588. 

SICK CAMPER REFRIGERA¬ 

TOR? Specializing in rebuilding 

cooling units. New and used units 

available. Camper repair. 

Crutcher’s RV, Cropsey, IL. (309) 

377-3721. 

NO PAINTING! - vinyl replace¬ 

ment windows, patio rooms, decks, 

fences, gazebos - ANDERSON 

OVERHEAD DOOR - (618) 985- 

6776. Serving all Southern Illinois 

- service and sales. 

FOR SALE: STIHL 066 

CHAINSAW with 28" bar, new 

$675. (618) 842-9588. 

PORTABLE STORAGE BUILD¬ 

INGS, composting toilets, children’s 

playscapes, gazebos, lawn furniture, 

lighthouses. Hillside Hideaway, we 

deliver. Rt. 117 one mile north of 

Goodfield. Ph. (309) 965-2586. 

WANTED - TOY TRAINS: Lionel, 

American Flyer, Ives, Dorfan, Marx. 

Condition determines price. Will¬ 

iam E. Timpner, Pinckneyville, IL 

62274 or call (618) 357-8112. 

TRANQUILITY LLAMAS has a 

llama just for you! Need a sheep 

guard? Pet? Bred female? Stud? 

Young male or female? We’ve got 

them all, guaranteed to meet your 

needs, at affordable prices. We offer 

lifetime “technical support” and 

FREE DELIVERY in Illinois. Come 

visit soon. Your llama is waiting! 

(309) 963-4553. 

COLLOIDAL MINERALS $5.97 

per quart. Colloidal Silver $5.97 per 

pint. Grapeseed Oil $5.97 per pint, 

$ 11.94 per quart. Beef Cartilage (Gela¬ 

tin) $5.97 per pound. (800) 999-9345. 

Website www.4cornersminerals.com. 

REMOVE LIMESCALE while con¬ 

ditioning your water naturally. GMX 

saves money — no salt, chemicals, 

extra plumbing or maintenance 

ever! Money-back guarantee, life¬ 

time warranty. Distributorships 

available. (888) 357-7792. 

WANTED TO BUY: LP’s, records, 45’s 

in good condition. Call (618) 724-9259. 

POST FRAME BUILDINGS 
at affordable prices 

SPECIAL 
30 x 50 x 10 

Galvanized Enclosed 
Screwed on Metal 

2x6 Ceiling Joists & Rafters 
$4,995 

Call Toll Free: 877-789-0025 
e-mail: stwconst@tah-usa.net 
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WANTED to BUY: INDIAN ARTI¬ 

FACTS of all kinds. One piece or en¬ 

tire collections (309) 543-3847 

evenings or leave message. 

“HAVING THE LAST WORD!” - 86 

pages. Weird, comical epitaphs - 50 years 

research - $14.95 postpaid. Paul Jones, 

P.O. Box 608, Ridgway, IL 62979. 

BLEACHER RECLINER - Superior 

quality portable bleacher seat. Excel¬ 

lent for fans, scorekeepers, boats, floor 

or as a gift. (800) 621-2605 or 

www.BleacherRecliner.com. 

WANTED TO BUY: STANDING TIM¬ 

BER. All species. Pay top prices. Call (217) 

285-2760. 

ERASE YEARS from your face &. turn 

BACK the CLOCK 20 years! 

ReversAge Skincare! Age-defying nu¬ 

trients and patented delivery technol¬ 

ogy clinically proven to rapidly 

replenish and repair your skin, reduc¬ 

ing tine lines, wrinkles and other vis¬ 

ible signs of aging while nourishing your 

skin. ReversAge Supplement! Break¬ 

throughs in anti-aging research have 

yielded an exciting longevity formula 

that promises benefits to rival hGH. 

Three proprietary complexes in one 

easy-to-use supplement. Reliv 

ReversAge delivers the most complete 

array of youth-promoting elements 

available including SAME-e, 7KETO 

and Symbiotropin. You can expect to 

see improvements every month, includ¬ 

ing weight loss, improved muscle tone 

and body contour, strength and endur¬ 

ance, enhanced sexual function and 

desire, improved skin tone, texture and 

appearance as skin begins to thicken 

and become more elastic. Restoration 

of hair color. Improved eyesight. 

Greater resistance to illness. Greater 

emotional stability and improvement 

with many serious health challenges. 

Unconditional money back guarantee! 

Call (888) 251-1538. Ralph & Rita Tay¬ 

lor, Independent Reliv distributors. 

ARCHITECTURAL DETAILS: Tearing 

an old house/building down? WE BUY 

old doors, windows, trim, flooring etc. 

Structures in any condition. We pay 

cash. (618) 757-2283 evenings. 

LAVENDER CREEK FARM. Walk 

fields. Pick bouquet. Plants for sale. 

Great aromatherapy porducts. Free lav¬ 

ender lemonade. (309) 359-5555. Two 

miles east of Mackinaw at 32379 IL. 

Route 9. www.lavendercreekfarm.com. 

ARE YOU RECEIVING Mortgage 

Payments? CASH for your note. Free 

quotations. (800) 269-9510. 

REGISTERED MINIATURE DON¬ 

KEYS. Pet, show, breeding quality. 

Gray duns, chocolates, spotted. (309) 

647-7162. www.copperascreek.com. 

GOOD CLEAN WORK CLOTHES 

(rental type). Shirts $2. Pants $3. Plus 

$6.95 shipping and handling. K&.B 

Sales, Rt.l Box 52, Koshkonong, Mo. 

65692. Toll free (866) 433-2228. 

AMERICAN BOBTAIL KITTENS. 

CFA/TICA registered. New rare breed 

awesome, gentle, loving pets. Website: 

http://ambob.com Email: cats62056@ 

hotmail.com. Call (217) 324-2678. 

FOR SALE - AKC Pug and AKC Bos¬ 

ton Terrier puppies. Shots and wormed, 

written guarantee - (618) 893-4114. 

GOOD CLEAN Rental-type WORK 

CLOTHES, 6 pants and 6 shirts to 

match-$29.95. Lined work jackets- 

$9.95. Satisfaction Guaranteed! Send 

sizes with check or money order plus 

$6.95-S&H to: WALT’S WHOLE¬ 

SALE, P.O. Box 208-E, Darlington, SC 

29540. Or MC/Visa orders (800) 233- 

1853 www.usedworkclothing.com. 

DISCOUNT WALLPAPER. Lowest 

prices guaranteed. 400,000 rolls and bor¬ 

ders in stock!! Call with book name or 

pattern numbers. Marion, IL. Toll free 

(877) 727-3780 or www.dwdd2000.com. 

WINE: GALENA CELLARS VINE¬ 

YARD and winery - producers and pur¬ 

veyors of quality wine for any occasion. 

Private labels, www.galenacellars.com. 

(815) 777-3330. Galena, Illinois. 

USED PORTABLE SAWMILLS! Buy/ 

Sell. Call Sawmill Exchange (800) 

459-2148 or (205) 661-9821. http:// 

www.sawmillexchange.com. 

1 

MEAT GRINDERS, CUBERS, all 

BUTCHER supplies for home process¬ 

ing. Send $1 for catalog. The Home 

Processor, 4500 Ledan Rd. Ext., 

Gainesville, GA. 30506. www.Home- 

Processor.com. (770) 535-7381. 

Southern Illinois LOG CABIN 

RENTAL. Rustic log cabin in the heart 

of Shawnee forest for rent. All the com¬ 

forts including large hot tub on outside 

deck. Located in Union County, Illinois. 

See at www.rustichideawaycabins.com 

or call (618) 833-3821 or 833-3386. 

ORGANIC FREEZER BEEF. Whole, 

halves, quarters. Beef raised on certi¬ 

fied organic pasture, hay, feed. No 

GMO’s, no hormones, no implants. 

(618) 793-2060. 

GET OUT OF DEBT FREE! Stop col¬ 

lection calls, reduce payments up to 50%, 

lower interest. Nonprofit, licensed, 

bonded. Call (800) 847-6184 ext. 4055. 

FILTER QUEEN/DEFENDER sales, ser¬ 

vice and supplies, factory authorized. In- 

home air filtration system since 1928, 

offering more consistent, allergen-free 

indoor air quality with our total home 

care system. For free information, call 

(800) 753-5401 or write She-N-I, Inc., 

RR 1, Allendale, IL. 62410. 

HANDMADE HERBAL SOAPS, 

lotions, candles, scrubs, gift baskets 

and more. Wholesale and retail. 

100% natural and earth-friendly. 

www.greenridgeherbals.com. (618) 684- 

8444- We accept all major credit cards. 

FISH KILL no longer a problem during 

winter months with our air-pumping 

WINDMILLS! 25 foot tall! No electric¬ 

ity required! Circulates water from bot¬ 

tom up! Healthy lake year ‘round! Call 

Dave Wells - Canton, IL Ph. (309) 668- 

2488. 

PERUVIANS PASO HORSES for sale. 

Also stud service available. Call (815) 

445-5912. 

AIR AND WATER PURIFIERS. De¬ 

stroy odors, smoke, contaminates. Enjoy 

fresh air indoors and pure water. Call Liz 

(618) 253-7790. 
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WE HEM PANTS, make curtains, re¬ 
pair leather, replace zippers, custom 
sewing. Jim’s Formal Wear Tuxedo 
rental. Nita’s...Sew What! Town 
Square, Auburn, 11. (217) 438'6914. 

FREE BOOK! Lessons From the Miracle 
Doctors, www.gandp.healingamerica.com. 

LLAMAS-AFFORDABLE. Handled 
daily to develop TRUSTING and 
GENTLE personalities. All colors/sizes. 
Registered. Support after sale. Will de¬ 
liver. Visitors welcome. (618) 351-1337. 

BREEZY MEADOWS BUDGIES. 
American parakeets, breeders and ba¬ 
bies. English babies. Also selling bird 
supplies and seed. Riverton, IE. (217) 
629-7226. 

LAND FOR SALE. 8 ACRE lake - 10 
acre ground & timber. 5 rental places. 
New modular. Ph. (618) 483-5629. 

QUILTS GALORE at QUILTS And 
MORE at 9 So. Main in Altamont. 
Hand &. machine quilting. Ph. (618) 
483-5629 for appointment. 

SLEIGHS (2) $1,000 each. LAWN 
SWEEPER $150. 18' Above ground 
POOL; includes pump, filter, automatic 
chlorinator, automatic pool vacuum w/ 
hose $600. (217) 364-9552. 

GRAIN BINS, BUYING and SELLING 
used bins, new bins. We also move bins. 
20+ years experience. Mark & Wayne 
Stodden, Sigel IE. (217) 844-2328 or 
2147. 

HOME ON OHIO RIVER. Spectacu¬ 
lar 180° view, 30' from river, 60' above 
river. 3 BR, 2 BA, LR, K, DR, and 25’X9' 
river view room. Bedrock foundation, 
storage barn, Cave-In-Rock city water, 
boat launch and free storage. $82,000. 

(618) 289-4700. 

BECOME AN ORDAINED MINIS¬ 
TER by correspondence study. Founded 
in 1988. Ministers for Christ Outreach. 

PMB 107, 6630 West Cactus, #B107, 
Glendale, AZ 85304- http:// 
www.ordination.org. 

HEARING AID SALE, savings to 70%. 
From $158, digital $499.95. $15 month. 
Free catalog, free trial. (800) 249-4163 
anytime. Hearing Power Direct, Marty, 
SD 57361. 

SAVE! DISCOUNT TOOLS, SHOP, 
welding, lubrication, and battery equip¬ 
ment, testers, power - air tools — Dewalt, 
Lincoln, Makita, etc., industrial sup¬ 
plies, grade 5 & 8 bolts, assortments, wix 
filters and more. M/C Visa, 1200 item 
sale catalog - $1.00. 190,000 item in¬ 
dustrial catalog $10 (refundable). Write 
today - Country Supply 88S Jungle, 
Murphysboro, IE 62966, (618) 684- 
8288. 

$1,000 IN FREE FOOD COUPONS to 
the first 100 people that send $3 S&H 
to: Free Coupons, P.O. Box 114, Flat 
Rock, IE 62427. 

CANDLES, PRINTS, POTTERY and 
more! Home and Garden Party is look¬ 
ing for FT and PT Reps to show our 
product line. No delivery, no inventory, 
free training. CURIOUS? Give me a 
call for more info. Mary (800) 609-7095. 

DARE TO DREAM. WORK from 
home. Change your financial future. 
Must see. www.mbcrep.com/197019. 
Phone (618) 253-7790. 

HEIRLOOM GARDEN SEEDS. 500 
varieties. Grow pre-1940s favorites! 
Free color catalog! www.rareseeds.com. 
Baker Creek Seeds, Mansfield, MO 

65704. (417) 924-8917. 

WOULD YOU INVEST $20 a month 
to become a 5-year MILLIONAIRE? 
Find out how! Call (800) 466-8217. 
Code #11529. 

PRAIRIE TROUBADOUR: guitar 

player, folksinger, song leader, story¬ 

teller. MUSIC of the land, people, 
struggle, environment. Fun, serious. For 
young, old. Let’s talk. Edwin Waters 

(217) 985-4687. 

FOR SALE: AIR DRIED lumber - oak, 
cherry & walnut. All 1 1/4 inch thick. 
3 to 4 years old. Very clean. 8 and 12 
foot lengths. Phone (618) 724-2713. 

FREE 2002 SCRIPTURE CALEN¬ 
DARS for distributing to friends, 
neighbors, employees, customers, etc. 
Full size and wallet size are both avail¬ 
able. Send size and quantity requested 
to: Seedsower, RR 1 Box 348, Bridge¬ 
port, IE 62417. 

WHEN you’re ready to LOSE 
WEIGHT...we’re ready to HELP you! 
Our key, balanced nutrition with an ar¬ 
ray of vitamins and minerals all in a 
soy base. Our secrets, new Advantra 
Z, Tonalin (CLA), L-Carnitine &. 
CitriMax. These actually break down 
fat stores and increase metabolic rate 
without affecting blood pressure or 
heart rate. Our bottom line, Simple, 
Safe & It Works! Call Sabrina at (888) 

545-9797. 

TIME SHARE FOR SALE at Myrtle 
Beach near first week of August. 2 bed¬ 
room, sleeps 6. Golf included. Pool. 
$4,000. (217) 483-4947. 

SHEEP & FIBER ARTS FESTIVAL, 
Labor Weekend 2002, plus North 
America’s hair sheep sale, brochures: 
Sheep Research Center, Bethel, MO 

63434. 

SUNNY SWEET SORGHUM HOME 
grown. At the farm or will ship. 
Butcher Farms, Roodhouse, 1L. (217) 
484-6378. Off of (new) Rt. 267. 
Nature’s Sweetener. 

TORNADO SHELTERS. LOCAL 
DEALER of Illinois & Indiana. One 
piece fiberglass molding, no leaking, 
seating for ten people, five year war¬ 
ranty. Financing and delivery available. 
Call (800) 852-0400. 
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CATTLE SET UP: WORKTecome part 

owner (finance right person). Man, lady 

or couple. Non-smoker/drinker. 12X60 

living quarters. References required. 

(309) 723-3921. 

$ MAKE MONEY $. LET the Internet 

work for you at home. Send a self-ad¬ 

dressed stamped envelope to P.O. Box 

26, Macomb, IL 61455. 

FREE LONG DISTANCE after you re¬ 

fer three to service! Pay month to month 

flat rate before referring three! 

Cglover7@shawneelink.com (618) 382- 

7777. 

NOW AVAILABLE - BROTHERS 

NOTORIOUS: The Skeltons by Tay¬ 

lor Pensoneau. A 320-page softcover 

book about Southern Illinois’ legend¬ 

ary Shelton Gang. Send $19.95 (in¬ 

cludes tax and shipping) to 

Downstate Publications, P.O. Box 

320, New Berlin, IL 62670. Web site: 

www.downstatepublications.com. 

EARN $1,200 OR MORE for each 

home seller referred. Instant sale at full 

value. Details, write: Szagesh, 10959E1 

Maple Road, Birch Run, MI 48415. 

FREE LUMBER. PLYWOOD, 2X4’s. 

Build anything you want-free. Nation¬ 

wide. Details, write: Weems, 1060-FB 

McCords Ferry, Lugoff, SC 29078-9533. 

LAKE SHELBYVILLE. 54 page off-the- 

beaten path guide. $4.95 plus $3 s/h. 

EcoLitGy Communications, 395 Heri¬ 

tage, Mackinaw, II 61755. 

ATTENTION LIVESTOCK FARM¬ 

ERS: OPEN pollinated seed corn $32. 

Out-produces hybrids for silage. Yields 

high feed valve grain. We ship. (217) 85 7- 

3377. 

NEW HOUSE, NEVER BEEN lived in 

at Cave In Rock. Slab or grade, five 

rooms, three bedrooms, bath, porch, car¬ 

port, central air and heat, vinyl siding, 

metal roof. (618) 289-3905. 

UNLIMITED GOLD and SILVER 

COINS for your one-time collectible coin 

purchase! Free insiders special report! 

(877) 526-6957. ID #59078. 

TRY KNITTING BEAUTIFUL ITEMS! 

For sale: Brother 930 electronic knitting 

machine with many attachments, large 

selection of pattern books and a multi¬ 

tude of yarn. Call (217) 486-3801. 

WHITETAIL DEER - FAWNS for 

bottle feeding, weaned fawns, yearling 

bucks, does. (217) 734-2790. 

WANTED: GUN COLLECTIONS, ES¬ 

TATES. Best prices paid. Cumberland 

Sports, Greenup, IL (217) 923-5400. 

business hours 9-5 Tues.-Sat. 

FUNDRAISERS: your GROUP can 

EARN 50-100% PROFIT selling our 

American made products. Call Mary at 

(800) 609-7095. 

OIL PORTRAITS from your cherished 

photo(s) painted by popular Illinois art¬ 

ist. Award winning work. Reasonably 

prices. Call Becky Barker (815) 635- 

3772. 

LET THE GOVERNMENT FINANCE 

your new or existing small business. 

Grants/loans to $2,200,000. (www. 

usgovernmentinformation.com). Free 

recorded message: (707) 449-8600. 

(HX7) 

BUILDING MATERIAL, INSULATED 

CONCRETE form homes. Heat and cool 

your home for up to 70% less. Withstand 

300 mph wind, www.amvicsystem.com 

(217) 237-4752. 

HORSE BOARDING AVAILABLE. 

Sangamon River Ranch of Illiopolis. A 

115 acre horse facility for all of your horse 

boarding, training & pleasure needs. Exit 

122-174. (217) 486-2145. 

M&M UNI PICKER $700. N.H. wire 

baler $1500. 1950 truck with bed & hoist 

$300. M&W 1800 round baler $4900. 

(309) 723-3921. 

Classified Ad Order Form 

Enclosed is $_ for the ad copy below to run times starting with the 

Charges for each month s insertion, co-op members: $8 for the first 20 words or less and 30 cents per additional word. 

Non-members: $1.20 per word with a $24 minimum for 20 words or less. 

• All ads must be in one paragraph form. No centered 
copy. Maximum of four all-capital words per ad. 

• Check/cash/money order payable to Illinois Coun¬ 
try Living and member’s address label must accom¬ 
pany order. 

Please type or print your ad neatly. You may use a 
separate sheet if needed. Include your name, ad¬ 
dress and phone number. I am a member of 
  electric cooperative. 

The publisher reserves the right to reject any ad¬ 
vertisement. 

Mail to.' Illinois Marketplace, Illinois Country Living 

P.O. Box 3787* Springfield, IL 62708 
Deadline for March issue: January 15 
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DATEBOOK 

j, Midstate Kart Club Swap Meet 
in the Illinois Building at the Illinois 
State Fairgrounds in Springfield. 
Hours are 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. Admis¬ 
sion will be charged at the door. 
(217) 496-3045." 

5-6, WIJARA Race from 9 a.m. to 
5 p.m. at Chestnut Mountain Resort 
near Galena. Come cheer on the 
competitors in the Wisconsin, Illi¬ 
nois and Iowa Junior Racing Series. 
(800) 397-1320. 

9, Harlem Globetrotters Basketball 
Game at the Prairie Capitol Con¬ 
vention Center in Springfield. For a 
laugh a minute, you’ll want to see 
the zany antics of these talented bas¬ 
ketball players. Fun for the entire 
family! (217) 788-8800 or 
www.springfield-pccc.com. 

10, Mark Twain at the Orpheum 
Theatre in Galesburg. Enjoy an inti¬ 
mate look into the life of Samuel 
Clemens with impersonator Warren 
Brown. (309) 342-2299. 

11, 18, 25, Fantastic Fridays at 
Chestnut Mountain in Galena. The 
ski slopes will stay open until mid¬ 
night every Friday this month. (800) 
397-1320. 

12, Super Saturday in A Place For 
Discovery at the Illinois State Mu¬ 
seum in Springfield. From 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m. enjoy a free, hands-on activity 
day for the whole family. (217) 782- 
6044 or www.museum.state.il.us. 

12, Young World: The Future Con¬ 
cert at the Orpheum Theatre in 
Galesburg. Featuring Lil Zane and 
Galesburg’s own up-and-coming rap 
group, 309. The evening also in¬ 
cludes a talent show by junior high 
and high school students. (309) 342- 
2299. 

17, Booked for Lunch at the Illinois 
State Library in Springfield. Illinois 
authors discuss their books at this 
tree event. (217) 785-6925. 

5-2/2, Kids Art Exhibit at the Galesburg Civic Center in Galesburg. 
The first two weeks will be spent creating art with a travel theme fo¬ 
cusing on the countries of England and France. The second two weeks 
will feature an exhibition of the work created by the children. (309) 
342-7415. 

19, Orangeville Lyceum Series: 
Take Me Out To The Ballgame in 
Freeport. (815) 232-8419. 

19, “Teddy Bear Tea” from 1 to 3 
p.m. at Yesteryear’s Gift Emporium 
in downtown Stockton. A special tea 
party to celebrate with your favorite 
teddy bear. Delicious teas, hot 
chocolate and sweets will be served. 
Dress attire and reservations re¬ 
quired. (815) 947-3912. 

5-6, 12-13, 19-20, 26-27, 
Eagle Watching on the Illi¬ 
nois River in Meredosia. From 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. each day. 
Three sites to visit. Driving 
maps, hospitality and 
children’s activities. Informa¬ 
tion can be found at the 
Meredosia River Museum. 
(217) 584-1356 or e-mail at 
dlddosh@adams.net. 
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12, Piano Trio Concert at 
Kresge Recital Hall, Ford Cen¬ 
ter for the Fine Arts and Knox 
College in Galesburg. Knox- 
Galesburg Symphony 50th an¬ 
niversary special event. The 
trio features David Suda, vio¬ 
lin; Carolyn Suda, Cello and 
Bruck Polay, piano; performing 
works by Martin Polay and 
Beethoven. (309) 341-7268. 

Illinois Country Living pub¬ 
lishes event listings as space 
allows, giving preference to 
events of regional or 
statewide interest. Event list¬ 
ings are provided by the event 
sponsors and the Illinois Bu¬ 
reau of Tourism. The maga¬ 
zine assumes no responsibility 
for the accuracy of informa¬ 
tion submitted for publication 
and advises calling ahead to 
confirm dates and times. To 
be considered for inclusion, 
send listings and photographs 
(If sending photographs please 
include self-addressed stamped 
envelope) to Illinois Datebook, 
Illinois Country Living, PO 
Box 3787, Springfield, IL 
62708-3787. The deadline for 
submission is 45 days prior to 
the publication date. 

19, An Evening With The Collec¬ 
tors from 7 to 10 p.m. at the DeSoto 
House Hotel in Galena. A showcase 
of rare treasures by 13 area collec¬ 
tors. Evening activities include a fea¬ 
ture speaker, appraisals, a silent 
auction, and delicious hors 
d’oeuvres. $20 per person. (815) 
777-2211, ext. 11. 

20, Giant Flea Market in the Illi¬ 
nois Building at the Illinois State 
Fairgrounds in Springfield. Hours are 
from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Admis¬ 
sion will be charged at the door. 
(217) 529-6939. 

26, Casino Night Gala at Legends 
Cafe in Galesburg. Knox-Galesburg 
Symphony presents an evening of 
prizes, food, drinks and casino-style 
games. An auction at the end of the 
evening to spend “winnings.” (309) 
341-7268. 

26, Knox College International 
Fair in Galesburg. Food Fair from 
11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at Seymour 
Union. Cultural Fair from 1 to 4 
p.m. at Ford Center for the Fine 
Arts, Knox College. Enjoy food, art, 
crafts and entertainment from 
around the world, presented by Knox 
College students and visiting per¬ 
formers. (309) 341-7225. 

26-27, Klondike Kapers from 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. at Chestnut Mountain Re¬ 
sort near Galena. Enjoy an on-slope 
barbecue and entertainment, food 
and drink specials, kid’s games and 
prizes, “silly slalom”, and skydivers. 
Stick around for fireworks at 10 p.m. 
(800) 397-1320. 

Health Insurance 
for Individuals, Families 

and Self-Employed 
•Comprehensive PP0 major medical 

protection — pays up to $5 million per 
person per lifetime. 

• Doctor office visit copay — 
$25 in-network 

•Wellness visit & routine physical copay 
— $25 in-network 

• Prescription copay (generic) — $10 
•Optional Accident Benefit — pays first 

dollar benefits. 
Company Financially Rated “A” 

Excellent by A.M. Best 

American Republic 
Insurance Company 
Call today for details! 

PAUL DUNN 
Insurance Agent 

Toll Free 14888) 662-7788 
For details, inciudmg benefits, costs, exclusions or limitations, contact one of 
our licensed agents. Benefits and availability may vary by plan and state. Optional 
benefits receive additional premium. Policy forms; 1-3166/67, A-3171/73, 
A-3626/27/28/29, et. al., underwritten by American Republic Insurance 
Company, National Headquarters, Des Moines. Iowa 50334. 

Mobile Home 
Owners: ROOF KING 

Mobile Home Super Insulated 
B Roof Over Systems   
P 40 Year Warranty 

Factory Direct From Roof King 

1 -800-748-0645 
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■. 

m 

Chill out with an alf-elecfrlc 
geothermal heat pump from 
CllmateMaster and save up 
to BO percent on your energy 
costs. 

At ClimateMaster, we’re committed 
to your comfort and easy on your 
pocketbook! 

THE AFFORDABLE 
COMFORT OF GEOTHERMAL 

Propane 
80% Efficiency 
10 SEER A/C 

Propane 
90% Efficiency 
12 SEER A/C 

Heat Pump 
12 SEER 

ClimateMaster 
Geothermal 

$1350 

$1155 

$605 
‘Annual operating costs above include air conditioning, 

beating and hot water. Fuel costs used to compute these 
costs are 5.2 cents kWh electricity, $1.10 propane cost. 
Operating costs shown are for relative comparison pur¬ 
poses only and will vary depending on location. Your lo¬ 
cal ClimateMaster dealer will provide information spe¬ 
cific to your location. 

To enjoy clean, safe, reliable and quiet heating 
and cooling all year long, call your local 
ClimateMaster dealer. 

CLIMATEMASTER 
www.enertechinc.com or call us at (618) 664-4584 

Advantage Comfort Systems 
Paxton, IL, 217-379-6305 

Bauer Comfort Center 
Cissna Park, IL, 815-457-2589 

Bratcher Heating 
& Air Conditioning, Inc. 
Bloomington/Normal, IL, 

309-454-1611 

Bryan’s Heating & A/C 
Murphysboro, IL, 618-684-6002 

Climate Company, Inc. 
Breese, IL, 618-526-2135 

Davis Electric 
Rushville, IL, 217-322-6677 

DeRousse Heating & Air 
Red Bud, IL, 618-282-2224 
Chester, IL, 618-826-4359 

Ernst Heating & Cooling 
Hamel, IL, 618-633-2244 

Fowler Heating & Cooling 
Marion, IL, 618-997-5288 

Garber Heating 
& Air Conditioning 

Morton, IL, 309-266-9372 

Jesse Heating and 
Air Conditioning 

Decatur, IL, 217-422-1744 
Champaign, IL, 217-352-8511 

Long Heating & Cooling 
Macomb, IL, 309-837-4303 

Sigman Heating 
& Air Conditioning 

Belleville, IL, 618-234-4343 

Stevens Heating 
& Air Conditioning 

Quincy, IL, 217-222-5220 

Weeke Sales & Service 
Okawville, IL, 618-243-5333 

Weidner Refrigeration, Inc. 
Pawnee, IL, 217-625-3451 



Revolutionary Hearing Aid—Free Information 1 
Soft Hearing Aid with Remarkable Sound! 
Our Customers 

Say it Best! 
“This aid is the best thing that 

has happened to me in years. I 

can enjoy TV, radio & family” 

D.D., Bryan, TX 

“I think the aid is a very good 

one for a good price, and the 

service was great. Thank you 

so much.” 
R.H., Garden City, SC 

“I have had my EarMate-63’s 

about five weeks and am very 
pleased with them. I went to 

one of the most well known 
hearing aid companies for an 

estimate and they asked 
$3,600 for two aids that did 

almost exactly the same thing 

as yours. Thanks so much and 
keep up the good work.” 

K.H., Phoenix, AZ 

“Tm very pleased with the 
way it has helped my hearing 
and the fit is great. Thank you 

very much.” 
G.K., Big Spring, TX 

“Thank you very much for this 

product. It has helped me a 

lot. No more asking people to 

speak louder or repeat what 

they said. I only wish I knew 

about your company 2-5 years 

earlier.” E.H., Bartonville, IL 

/ Outstanding 
value: Less 
than $300 

/ Compare to 
hearing aids 
over $1,000 

/ Money-back 
guarantee 

/ 45-day 
home trial 

Less than $300 
You can get the best fit and 
the best sound possible from 
a new ready-to-wear 
American made hearing aid. 
All for less than $300 with 
our introductory offer. 

You can easily order by 
mail from a family business 
with over 150,000 satisfied 
customers and 20 years in 
business. 

You get a great fit with a soft, 
flexible hearing aid which 

conforms to 
your ear canal. 
Your superior 
sound quality 
comes from the 
Class-D 
receiver in the 
EarMate-63. 

Shipping is free. You try the 
new EarMate-63 risk-free 
with a 45-day home trial and 
money-back guarantee. 
Compare to hearing aids 
costing over $1,000 and 
decide which is best for you. 
Write or call today for your 
free information! 

Out of 
Sight! 

Hearing Help Express 

FREE information! 
S 1-800-843-3773 

k 

1 105 North First St., Dept 19-146 
I DeKalb, IL 60115-0586 
Ip-^r Free Shipping! 
. LvJ YES! Please rush me details on the 

dept 19-146 

i 

| EarMate-63 introductory offer. I understand 
1 there is no obligation & no salesperson will call. 

Mr.Mrs.Ms.. 

Address. 

© Hearing Help Express, Inc. DeKalb, IL 60115-0586 ^ity/State/Zip. 


