


At ClimateMaster, we’re committed 
to your comfort and easy on your 
pocketbook! 

Propane 
80% Efficiency 
10 SEER A/C 

Propane 
90% Efficiency 
12 SEER A/C 

Heat Pump 
12 SEER 

ClimateMaster 
Geothermal 

THE AFFORDABLE 
COMFORT OF GEOTHERMAL 

$1350 

$1155 

$605 
^Annual operating costs above include air conditioning, 

heating and hot water Fuel costs used to compute these 
costs are 5.2 cents kWh electricity, $1.10 propane cost. 
Operating costs shown are for relative comparison pur¬ 
poses only and will vary depending on location. Your lo¬ 
cal ClimateMaster dealer will provide information spe¬ 
cific to your location. 

Advantage Comfort Systems 
Paxton, IL, 217-379-6305 

Bauer Comfort Center 
Cissna Park, IL, 815-457-2589 

Bill's Heating and A/C 
Moline, IL, 309-762-9396 

Bratcher Heating & 
Air Conditioning, Inc. 

Bloomington/Normal, IL, 
309-454-1611 

Bryan’s Heating & A/C 
Murphysboro, IL, 618-684-6002 

Climate Company, Inc. 
Breese, IL, 618-526-2135 

Davis Electric 
Rushville, IL, 217-322-6677 

DeRousse Heating & Air 
Red Bud, IL, 618-282-2224 
Chester, IL, 618-826-4359 

Ernst Heating & Cooling 
Hamel, IL, 618-633-2244 

Fowler Heating & Cooling 
Marion, IL, 618-997-5288 

Garber Heating & Air Conditioning 
Morton, IL, 309-266-9372 

Henson Robinson Company 
Springfield, IL, 217-544-8451 

Jesse Heating and Air Conditioning 
Decatur, IL, 217-422-1744 

Champaign, IL, 217-352-8511 

Long Heating & Cooling 
Macomb, IL, 309-837-4303 

Merz Air Conditioning & Heating 
Effingham, IL, 217-342-2323 

New Air 
Girard, IL, 217-965-5578 

Sigman Heating & Air Conditioning 
Belleville, IL, 618-234-4343 

South Side Hardware 
Greenfield, IL, 217-368-2705 

Stevens Heating & 
Air Conditioning 

Quincy, IL, 217-222-5220 

Weeke Sales & Service 
Okawville, IL, 618-243-5333 

Weidner Refrigeration, Inc. 
Divernon, IL, 217-628-3400 

r-eiecinc 
geothermal heating and 
cooling system from 
ClimateMaster and save up 
to BO percent on your energy 

To enjoy clean, safe, reliable and quiet heating 
and cooling all year long, call your local 
ClimateMaster dealer. 

CLIMATEMASTER 
www.enertechinc.com or call us at (618) 664-4584 
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ILLINOIS COMMENTARY 

Ihings for your 
Christmas to do list 

December brings a different 
excitement, energy and hope 

to our home and lives. There are 
so many “things to do” to make this 
year the best it can be. Each year 
is different. So many families have 
been changed and forever altered 
because of the events in our country. 
Some family members have died. 
Others are on assignment and gone 
from home. Yet there is hope! Other 
families have changed because they 
have grown in number. Each of us 
does experience change. How we 
respond to this change is vital. 

The celebration of Christmas 
must first remind us of Jesus’ birth. 
On our list of “things to do,” we must 
not forget the person whose birth we 
celebrate. Jesus is God’s gift to us. Jesus 
is God’s answer to the needs of our 
lives. Scripture says, “For unto you is 
born this day, in the city of David, a 
savior, who is Christ the Lord.” God 
sent his Son so that we might have a 
relationship with Him. Celebrating 
Christmas properly would include 
renewing and reminding us that He 
is worthy of our worship. Making 
plans to hear a choir sing, to see a 
Christmas program, or a children’s 
program will help to remind us that 
we are a blessed people. This is the 
right time to return to our faith. 

Celebration of Christmas must 
also include our families. On our list 
of “things to do,” family members 
should rank high. I have often found 
that some of the best gifts I’ve ever 
received were those that people gave 
of themselves. Maybe this year we 
would benefit the most by taking time 
to express our love and gratitude first. 
Make a list of people who have loved 
you and influenced your life. We have 

no guarantees of tomorrow, so take 
today to express what they mean to 
you. We all love to be told we are 
loved. A card of gratitude may be 
the best gift you can give and that 
they could receive. Christmas is a 
time to celebrate Love-Love of God 
and love of families. 

Children are a great window of 
expression of Christmas. Their faith 
is simple and secure. It is always 
encouraging to see their excitement 
and anticipation. They are not easily 
hindered by circumstances; they just 
believe. Their smiles are contagious. 
Somehow, somewhere on your list 
of “things to do,” plan to allow chil¬ 
dren to give you some of their joy 
and excitement. They have enough 
for everyone. Let the children around 
you be a blessing. We often are 
greatly affected by the environment 
we are in. 

Christmas is a time of making 
memories. Memories remind us of 
home, families, blessings and some 
of our fondest moments. It is 
appropriate that we plan this year- 
put it on the “things to do” list- 
to make new and unforgettable 
memories. We are building our 
future and planning enhances the 
outcome. The things you do will 
make a difference. So how will 
Christmas 2002 be remembered at 
your house? 

Celebration of Christmas should 
also include our friends. Those 
people who love us or tolerate us 
even though we are not necessarily 
family. A person who has many 
friends is truly blessed. The Scripture 
says, “A friend loveth at all times.” 
We all have people who have sup¬ 
ported and encouraged us through 

“all times.” On your list of “things 
to do”-write their names and be 
a friend to them. Scripture again 
says, “A man who hath friends must 
show himself friendly.” 

Gifts are also a part of 
Christmas. We all like to receive gifts. 
Gifts are a way that we express 
ourselves to others. Sometimes we 
focus more on the gift than we do 
the giver. The gift is never more 
important than the giver. On your 
list of “things to do,” remind your¬ 
self to appreciate the person more 
than the gift. The gift of the person 
can last a lifetime. What material 
gift compares to that? 

Christmas is a time of 
celebration, but it doesn’t have to 
be limited to just one day a year. It 
can be an approach, an attitude of 
gratefulness that permeates every 
day of our lives. When God gave us 
his son, He said He would be called 
“Immanuel,” which means “God 
with us.” He is with us all the time. 
Because of this truth, our faith 
provides strength in our hour of 
need. On my list of “things to do,” 
I remind myself that God is with 
me every day. These basic “things 
to do” are what life is about 
and makes Christmas worth 
celebrating-Merry Christmas! 

Rev. Paul Hicks is the pastor 
of Murdale Baptist Church in 
Carbondale and a member of 
Egyptian Electric Cooperative’s 

board of directors. 

The opinions and views of guest commentators 
are their own and may not represent those of 
the Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives 
or the electric co-ops of Illinois. 
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Hear all the little things in Life 
CUSTOM 

FULL SHELL 
HEARING AID BASIC 

$295 
PROGRAMMABLE 

FULL SHELL 
$795 

OUR BEST...F0R USSJN A DRV 
Licensed Hearing Instrument Specialists 

^MID-AMERICA 
HEARING; CENTERS 

l-44-Exi44-1O5OW.Hay»0n) Or. Mt Vemon,MO 65712 
800-354-1905 

526 N. Business 65 

Branson, MO 65616 

800-649-6242 

601 S. 291 Hwy. - Suite 3 

Liberty, MO 64068 

877-631-5115 www.midamsrlcah0aring.com 

Traveling? - Patients stay FREE in our IVlt. Vernon RV Park 

Replace the High Cost of Home Heating. 
And never have to buy fuel—wood, oil, gas, kerosene—ever again! 
REPLACE OLD & INEFFICIENT HEAT 
Hydro-Sil is a unique room-by-room 
heating system that can save you hun¬ 
dreds of dollars in home heating costs. 

It can replace or supplement your 
electric heat, gas or oil furnace and 
woodstoves. Hydro-Sil is designed for 
whole house or individual room comfort. 
Hydro-Sil heating works like this; inside 
the heater case is a sealed copper tube 
filled with a harmless silicone fluid that 
will never spill, leak, boil or freeze. It’s 
permanent. You’ll never run out. Run¬ 
ning through the liquid is a variable watt 
hydroelectric element that is only being 
supplied a proportional amount of power 
on an as-needed basis. When Hydro-Sil 
is turned on, the silicone liquid is quickly 
heated, and with its heat retention qual¬ 
ities, continues to heat after the Hydro 
element shuts off. Hydro-Sil’s room- 
by-room technology greatly increases 
energy savings and comfort. 

Your benefits with Hydro-Sil: 
• Slash Heating Cost 
• Lifetime Warranty - no service calls 
• Safe - complete peace of mind 
• Clean - no fumes - enviro safe 
• U.L. Listed 
• Preassembled - ready to use 
• No furnaces - ducts - chimney 
• Portable (110V) or permanent (220V) 
• Whole House Heating or Single Room 
• Room by Room Control 

Many families are benefitting — you can too! 
• F. Smalley (Mass): "A company that 
advertises the truth saved me 50% com¬ 
pared to my gas heat. I found it hard to 
believe until my power bill came. Thanks a 
million!” 
• R. Hanson (Ind): “I cannot begin to tell 
you how pleased I am with Hydro-Sil...the 
first time in 25 years our electric bill was 
reduced... saved $635, over 40%!’’ 
• A. Gonsalves (Mass): ‘‘We updated our 
existing standard electric heat, removing 
20 electric heaters and replacing them 
with Hydro-Sil. Wow - what a difference! 
We received a substantial reduction of our 
electric bill. I have recommended Hydro-Sil 
to many people!” 

You Can Do Something About the High Cost of Winter Heating! 
Order by: Phone • Web • Mail • Check • MasterCard-VISA 
800-627-9276 OR www.hydrosil.com TO ORDER OR FOR INFORMATION 

MC/VISA # EXP. DATE  

MAIL TO: HYDRO-SIL, PO BOX 662, FORT MILL, SC 29715 

Order today and SAVE! Two models to choose from: 
PERMANENT 220 Volt • PORTABLE 110 Volt 

PERMANENT 
220 Volt 

Approx. Area 
To Heat 

Discount 
Price Quantity 

8' 2000 watts 250-300 sg. ft. $269 
6' 1500 watts 180-250 sq.ft. $239 
5' 1250 watts 130-180 sq.ft. $229 
4' 1000 watts 100-130 sq.ft. $209 
3' 750 watts 75-100 sq.ft. $189 
2' 500 watts 50-75 sq. ft. $169 
Thermostats - CALL for options and exact heater needed 

PORTABLE 110 Volt-Thermostat Included 
5' Hydro-Max 750 -1500 watts $219 
4' Convector - Dual watt $179 
3' 750 watts - Silicone $179 
S15.00 shipping per heater $ 
Total Amount $ 

NAME  

ADDRESS 

PHONE. 
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0 ILLINOIS CURRENTS NEWS LEGISLATION TRENDS RESEARCH 

FCC rejects satellite 
TV merger 

Rural advocates and consumers 
throughout the nation are cheering 
as the Federal Communications 
Commission (FCC) declined to 
approve the merger of two major satel¬ 
lite television companies, a merger that 
would greatly harm rural Americans. 

“We have opposed the deal because 
it would create a monopoly in satellite 
TV and Internet service for many 
areas of America, especially for 
millions of families, schools and 
businesses in rural areas beyond the 
reach of cable and DSL services,” said 
Bob Phillips, president and CEO of the 
National Rural Telecommunications 
Cooperative (NRTC). 

This is the first time in 36 years 
that the Federal Communications 
Commission has blocked a large cor¬ 
porate deal for being against the public 
interest. 

In October of last year, EchoStar 
Communications Corp. and Hughes 
Electronics Corporation announced their 
plans to merge and join DIRECTV 
and the DISH network, the nation’s two 
largest satellite television broadcasters. 
Rural Americans voiced concern to their 
congressional representatives and their 
federal regulators that such a merger 
would lead to an unregulated monopoly 
of pay TV service since many rural 
areas are not served by cable TV and 
that there would no longer be com¬ 
petition between the two satellite TV 
companies. 

FCC Chairman Michael K. Powell 
said of the merger, “At best, this 
merger would create a duopoly in 
areas served by cable; at worst it 
would create a merger to monopoly in 
unserved areas.” 

“Either result would decrease incen¬ 
tives to reduce prices, increase the risk 
of collusion, and inevitably result in 
less innovation and fewer benefits to 
consumers,” added Powell. 

The Department of Justice still has 
to approve or reject the merger. 
Source: NRTC; FCC 

Hawaii consumers buy out utility and 
form co-op 

Residents of Kauai, the northern¬ 
most island of Hawaii, will soon be 
the proud member-owners of the 
first electric cooperative in the 
state. 

In mid-September, the Public 
Utilities Commission of Hawaii 
approved the purchase of the 
investor-owned utility (IOU) Kauai 
Electric by Kauai Island Utility 
Co-op (KIUC). The purchase 
approval came after 3 years of meetings and intense negotiations. 

“This is a historic step that will give the people of Kauai more control over our 
island’s energy future in addition to reducing the island’s high cost of electricity. 
It is a big win for the people of Kauai,” said KIUC Chairman Gregg Gardiner. 

The people of Kauai currently pay about 25 cents per kwh of electricity. 
According to 2001 Energy Department data, the national average is 8.5 cents per 
kwh and the average for Hawaii is 16.6 cents per kwh. 

Board members expect that member-owners will see more than $26 million 
returned to their pocketbooks in the form of capital credits during the first 10 
years. 

KIUC joins a family of the nation’s more than 900 private, consumer-owned 
electric cooperatives, which provide electric service to 35 million people in 46 
states. Hawaii will make the 47th state to have an electric cooperative. 

Source: KIUC; Garden Island News. 

Broadband Internet usage changes 
Americans' online habits 

Americans using broadband Internet services, such as cable modem and digital subscriber line 

services, use the Web very differently from dial-up Internet subscribers, according to a June 2002 

report issued by the Pew Internet & American Life Project. "Analysis of the broadband elite - those 

users doing 10 or more activities on a typical day online - suggests there is an emerging broadband 

lifestyle," according to The Broadband Difference: How Online Americans' Behavior Changes With 

High-Speed Internet Connections at Home. The report finds that 24 million Americans now have 

faster-than-dial-up Web services Internet services in their homes. Broadband users are much more 

likely to create content for the Web. About 16 percent of broadband subscribers add Internet content 

on a daily basis. Sixty-one percent of broadband users increased their time online, increasing their 

daily usage an average of 95 minutes a day after switching from dial-up service. They tend to use the 

Web to look up information on topics such as healthcare, hobbies, online shopping and job-related 

issues. Broadband users tend to believe that enhanced online capability has a positive effect on 

their lives. Seventy-six percent of broadband users say that high-speed access has improved com¬ 

munications with their friends and 71 percent say it has improved family communication. You can 

download a free copy of the 31-page report at www.pewinternet.org. (Contributed by the National 

Rural Telecommunications Cooperative, www.nrtc.org ). 
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Is the answer blowing in the wind? 

Wind turbines rise up among a young com crop at the Buffalo Ridge wind farm 
in southwest Minnesota. Photo by National Renewable Energy Laboratory 
and Warren Gretz. 

Wind generators have some 
appealing advantages, and the federal 
and state government are supporting 
the effort to build new wind 
generators with tax incentives and 
grants. 

Some landowners will benefit from 
leasing their land to wind generator 
farm owners. However, other local 
landowners are bitterly opposed. They 
say the large wind generators will 
create noise (around 80 decibels), a 
strobe effect disorienting to humans 
and animals, endanger migratory birds 
and create electrical problems in the 
area. 

Wind generators are non-polluting 
and the wind is free. But as a power 
source one obvious disadvantage is 
the wind doesn’t always blow when 
the power is needed. Often, other 
generating plants may be required to 
back up wind generators during sum¬ 
mer or winter peak demand periods. 

To catch the most wind and increase 
their cost effectiveness, new wind 
generator designs are very tall and can 
cost about $750,000 for a 750 kilowatt 
turbine. Modern, large scale wind 
generators reach heights of up to 380 
feet, the height of a 38 story building 
and taller than water towers that nor¬ 
mally reach 150 feet. These modern-day 
“windmills” would definitely stand out 
on the Illinois prairie. 

Illinois Wind Energy and Tomen 
Power Corporation have announced 
plans to install 34 wind turbines across 
2,200 acres of farmland in Bureau 
County. The wind turbines will have a 
capacity totaling 51 megawatts (MW). 
The electricity would be sold to 
Commonwealth Edison. Illinois’ 
Department of Commerce and 

Community Affairs announced a 
$2,750,000 grant to Navitas Energy, 
Inc. to develop a second “wind farm” 
of similar size in Lee County. A third 
wind power project by enXco Inc. 
is proposed in Boone County. FPL 
Energy, a sister company to Florida 
Power and Light, is involved in a 
project to build 135 wind turbines in 
DeKalb County. And Zilkha Renewable 
Energy is planning a wind power 
project east of Bloomington. 

In recent years wind energy, buoyed 
by renewed support from federal 
and local governments, has enjoyed 
a minor resurgence following a 
scattershot effort in the early 1980s 
that largely failed. Nationwide, there is 
more than 1,700 megawatts (MW) of 

installed wind capacity. The National 
Resources Energy Laboratory estimates 
that winds in the Great Plains states 
alone have the potential to produce as 
much as four times the U.S.’s current 
wind energy supply. 

In May of 2002, the Senate 
passed a bill establishing a Renewable 
Portfolio Standard (RPS) that osten¬ 
sibly would guarantee the growth of 
renewable power sources over the next 
five years. It would also provide for a 
five-year extension of the current wind 
energy production tax. A House ver¬ 
sion of the bill passed earlier. 

For more information, both pro 
and con, go to: www.ilwindenergy.com, 
www.awea.org,www.windustry.org and 
www.windpowercons.com. 

You can help with telemarketing crackdown 
What's the one thing that almost always 

seems to happen before you sit down to a family 
meal, switch to your favorite TV program, or 
try to sleep in a couple hours on the weekend? 
The phone rings and the voice at the other end 
wants to a) switch your long-distance service, 
b) send you a new low-interest credit card, or 
c) sell you a magazine subscription. 

Ten years ago, the Federal Communications 

Commission (FCC) adopted rules to protect con¬ 
sumers from unwanted interruptions, but the 
rules did not slow many telemarketers. So the 
FCC is considering more rules. Specifically, 
it is asking for public comment on whether 
there should be limits on recently developed 
techniques, such as autodialers and prerecorded 
messages. The commission is also seeking com¬ 
ment on whether the "do-not-call" lists required 

by the current rules have been effective. 
Would you like to air your opinion about 
telemarketers? Go to http://wireless.fcc.gov/ 
csinfo/comments.html to learn how you can 
share your opinion with the FCC. File your com¬ 
ments under "CG Docket 02-278." 

Source: Notional Rural Telecommunications 
Cooperative, www.nrtc.org 
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A piece of Rock V Roll history 
found in Benton by Angie Bates, AIEC intern 

On Sept. 28, 1963, the people 
of Eldorado could hear songs 

such as “Your Cheatin’ Heart,” 
“Everybody’s Trying to Be My 
Baby” and “Johnny B. Goode” blar¬ 
ing from the YEW. No, it wasn’t 
Hank Williams, Carl Perkins or 
Chuck Berry. The best band in 
Southern Illinois, The Four Vests 
cranked out tunes throughout the 
night with guest guitarist, the one 
and only, George Harrison. 

George Harrison’s sister, Louise 
(Harrison) Caldwell and her hus¬ 
band, Gordon, moved to Benton 
from Quebec, Canada in March of 
1963. She was an enthusiast for her 
brother’s band as she was a sup¬ 
portive sister and very much en¬ 
joyed his music. “Beatlemania” had 
taken England by storm, but had 
not yet swept the United States. 
Louise would give her brother’s 
records to radio stations to play on 
the air. The first one to play the re¬ 
cord was WFRX in West Frankfort 
in the mid-summer of 1963. 

George visited the United 
States, flying from England and 
accompanied by his brother, Pe¬ 
ter. They arrived at the Lambert 
airport in St. Louis on Sept. 17, 
1963, and Louise picked them up 
and took them to stay with her. 
Louise’s friend Gabe McCarty was 
a member of The Four Vests, and he 
had overheard Louise listening to 
George’s record one day on a 
visit. McCarty was very eager 
to meet George. 

George and Gabe clicked 
immediately, both able to speak 
“musician talk.” The new friends 
would go on camping trips with 
Louise and her husband. George 
asked Gabe to take him somewhere 
to buy records, and Gabe took him 
to an old furniture store in Benton. 
George asked the clerk there if he 
had ever heard of The Beatles, and 
the clerk replied no. George told 

Gabe that he figured since England 
was about the size of Illinois; the 
spread of their music might take a 
while in the United States. 

On the night that The Four 
Vests played in Eldorado, George 
went to watch the band perform. 
He had no idea that they were 
going to insist he play with them. 
When George began to play “it was 
like someone threw a switch in that 
room; the difference was dramatic. 
The people were banging their fists 
on the tables and stomping their 
feet.. .the whole place was electri¬ 
fied,” his sister said. 

The day after the show, George 
attended a birthday party at the 
Boccie Ball Club in Benton and 
filled in for The Four Vests guitar¬ 
ist who couldn’t make it. It is 
unknown who the birthday party 
was held in honor of, but having 
George Harrison at your party sing¬ 
ing to you would be a great present. 

The next day, George and his 
brother Peter left St. Louis for New 
York City and vacationed there 
for a short time. Upon returning 
to England, George re-united with 
the other Beatles and continued 
to work on what would become 
their next album. The group then 
landed an appearance in America 
on The Ed Sullivan Show in 1964. A 
record 73 million viewers tuned in 
and overnight the Beatles were the 
most popular rock band in history. 

Due to the phenomenal rise in 
the Beatles popularity, young people 
from all over the country sought 
out the home of Louise. They 
wanted to visit the place George 
had been; they wanted to meet 
the famous man’s sister. However, 
in early 1968, Louise and Gordon 
moved from Benton to Galesburg 
because Gordon found a new job 
there. The house was then sold to 
James B. Moore, who was a local 
business agent. The couple did not 

stay in Galesburg long. Gordon re¬ 
turned to his previous job and they 
bought a house north of Johnston 
City on Route 37. 

A self-proclaimed Beatles 
historian went to visit the home 
in December of 1994, only to find 
that the house was scheduled to 
be demolished and turned into a 
parking lot. The historian, Bob 
Bartel, met with the Capital Devel¬ 
opment Board in Springfield. He 
also contacted Louise to tell her 
of the predicament. She returned 
with her family to go before the Il¬ 
linois Historic Preservation Society 
and fight not to have the house 
torn down. Then, suprisingly, in 
February of 1995, Louise stepped 
out of the deal. “The relentless 
questioning about every aspect of 
her brother’s involvement when 
he visited Benton prompted her 
to halt her involvement,” says Jim 
Kirkpatrick, author of the book 
Before Fie Was Fab. 

Private investors picked up the 
project, and they had enough mon¬ 
ey to save the house. The house 
became officially saved in March of 
1995, and Louise helped to make 
the house look the way it did 30 
years before. The home is now 
known as A Hard Day’s Night Bed 
and Breakfast. The four rooms are 
decorated with Beatles memorabilia 
and a vast assortment of Beatles 
videos are attainable to guests. 

Although George Harrison 
spent a brief amount of time in 
Illinois, his impact will remain 
historic. A brilliant guitarist with a 
soft melodic voice, he gave people 
the gift of music and left many with 
treasured memories. 

Information taken from the book 
Before He Was Fab written by Jim 
Kirkpatrick. For information call 
(888) 862-2243. 
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- prepare the perfect holiday dinner 

n Christmas 
morning, as 
the com¬ 
bined scent 
of turkey, 

( sweet 
potatoes 

and green 
beans fill the 

house, memories of close family 
and delicious food pour out of the 
kitchen. There is nothing more 
revered than the Christmas meal 
of roasted Butterball ™ turkey and 
mouthwatering side dishes that 
Americans anticipate each holiday 
season, but Butterball is offering 
new ideas to make this traditional 
meal more memorable. 

Whether staying with the cus¬ 
tomary turkey and gravy recipes, 
or experimenting with fresh new 
spices, the team of experts from 
the Butterball Turkey Talk-Line 
at 1'800-BUTTERBALL is ready 
to help families put Christmas 
feasts on the table. 

“We spend 10 months of the 
year preparing for the holiday season 
by keeping up on the latest food 
trends,” says Mary Clingman, Direc¬ 
tor of the Butterball Turkey Talk- 
Line. “This allows us to help the 
more than 164,000 Talk-Line callers 
with almost any turkey question.” 

This year, Butterball looked to 
chef Bobby Flay to provide insight 
about what to expect on Christ¬ 
mas tables across America in 2002. 
While many will continue prepar¬ 
ing the traditional Christmas fare, 
some holiday chefs may opt to try 
something new by adding Asian- 
influenced spices such as cumin 
and ginger to conventional recipes. 
With the growing international in¬ 
fluence in everyday cuisine, people 

will use more citrus, soy, chilies 
and other ethnic-inspired spices in 
their traditional Christmas recipes. 

“Think about what you like to 
eat in restaurants and try bring¬ 
ing those flavors home,” says Flay. 
“Turkey and other popular holiday 
dishes such as mashed potatoes are 
great canvases for strong flavors. 
Add a bit of garlic or chilies to 
these foods to enhance the taste 
and make a rich, flavorful gravy 
your guests will never forget.” 
To keep Christmas 2002 on trend, 
Flay suggests combining favorite 
herbs and fruits, such as sage with 
orange or lime with ginger, and 
placing them under the skin. Also, 
try new methods such as grilling. 

• Cutting boards should be 
washed thoroughly in hot, 
soapy water after each use. 

• Combine stuffing ingredients 
and stuff turkey just before 
roasting, not the night before. 

• Wash hands, work surfaces 
and utensils touched by raw 
poultry and its juices with hot, 
soapy water. 

• Use cooking methods that 
allow the turkey to reach an 
internal temperature of 140°F 
in less than four hours. Avoid 
using low roasting temperatures 
or partial cooking methods. 

follow these simple 
food safety guidelines: 
• Thaw frozen turkey in the 

refrigerator or cold water. 

• Keep thawed or fresh turkey 
in the refrigerator. 

• Prevent uncooked juices from 
dripping onto other foods in the 
refrigerator by placing wrapped 
turkey on a tray. 

• Use a food thermometer to 
determine turkey’s doneness: 
thigh temperature of 180°F, 
stuffing temperature of 160°F. 
For a whole turkey breast or 
a boneless breast roast, the 
temperature should be 170°F 

Butterball is the nation’s 
leading brand of turkey. Based in 
Downers Grove, 111. For more in¬ 
formation and turkey recipes, visit 
www.butterball.com. 

Thawed turkey may be kept in 
the refrigerator up to four days 
before cooking. 

Roast fresh turkey as soon 
as possible, but no later 
than the “use by” date 
on the package. 

Use two cutting boards, 
one strictly to cut raw 
meats and the other for 
cooked and ready-to- 
eat foods. 
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Barham and Joseph 

Meinhart, Sr. 

(Mathias Meinhart, 

Sr.’s son) pose in Efi around 1880 in 

... their Sunday best. 

Tveiywherv around the world, 

th&j're coming to America, 

db/ertf time that flag's unfurled, 

theg’re coming to America. 

(got a dream to take them there, 
they're coming to America, (got 

a dream they've come to share, 

they’re coming to America." 

By Nancy Nixon 

Three generations of Meinharts in 
around 1902 — Grandfather Michael 
Meinhart (Joseph Meinhart, Sr. ’s 
brother), seated, and Father Leo 
Meinhart, holding son Harold 

(Butch) Meinhart. 

summed up why so many 

people have immigrated to 

the United States, in his 

1980 song, entitled 

“America.” Unlike any other 

place in the world, the U.S. 

is a melting pot made up of 

many ethnic groups and de¬ 

nominations. Here, immi¬ 

grants have been free to 

make a fresh start regardless 

of their religions or beliefs, 

and their triumphs and 

tribulations have laid the 

foundation for what this 

great country is today. 

Imagine coming to a 

new land where everything is different — people, climate, available 

food sources, and even diseases. Immigrants knew life was hard where 

they came from, and because of the shining promise of the “new world,” 

they took the chance to come here. We can never understand today what 

they went through to tame the wild countryside and build lives for them¬ 

selves and for the future of their children. Their tales are amazing and 

inspiring. 

Biogmpkif of a pioneer 
According to family history and church records, Mathias 

1 Meinhart, Jr., of Autergau Co., Kreis Wells, Austria, came to the U.S. 

! at around age 20 searching for a better life. After struggling to obtain 

j a passport and transportation to America, he was finally able to sail 

| to England, then to America, landing in New York City in 1855. He 
f arrived on the shore of New York unable to speak English and penni¬ 

less. He found work at a whetstone (metal utensil sharpening) shop 

for a few cents a day, then eventually got a job on a steamboat traveling 
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from New York to Baltimore. 
After working for laborer’s 

wages under the most difficult of 
conditions, he finally saved 
enough money to travel to 
Freeport, Illinois, his original des¬ 
tination. There he met up with 
Jacob Oberswanten, an old friend 
and neighbor from Austria. 
Oberswanten had been in America 
for a few years and was already set 
up in farming. Mathias went to 
work for Oberswanten and was in¬ 
troduced to a far more progressive 
way of farming that included horse 
drawn implements for tilling the 
grounci and horse-powered thresh¬ 
ing machines to separate the grain 
from the straw. Mathias, who was 
so impressed by the large fields of 
ample wheat, barley, oats and 
corn, and the progressive farming 
techniques, he contacted his fa¬ 
ther, Mathias Meinhart, Sr., in 
Austria and encouraged him to 
bring the rest of the family to join 
him. Meinhart, Sr., who deter¬ 
mined he needed to see this for 
himself, arrived in America in 
1857. After he saw the opportuni¬ 
ties that awaited him, he sailed 
back to get his family. His trip to 
America and back to Austria lasted 
nearly a year. 

Though both father and son 
had sailed to America, the 
Meinhart family planned this time 
to go by steamship, which was con¬ 
sidered much faster and smoother. 
Unfortunately, very near the time 
of their departure, a steamship 
burned in the English harbor, kill¬ 
ing many people. This tragedy ter¬ 
rified the Meinharts 
so they opted to sail 
to America after all. 

In May of 1860 
Meinhart, Sr., his 
wife Threasia Grois 
Meinhart, daughter 
Threasia, and sons 
Michael and Joseph 
sailed from England 

Few passengers complained arouP the food 

aecaase of the seasickness. Somejoking/if 

remarked PnaP Phere s/x were 

meals a dag, Phree & 

and three down, 

to America. Traveling third class, 
their quarters consisted of a 10-by- 
10 room located in the lower deck. 
This housed the entire family and 
a chest containing all their belong¬ 
ings, which was 2 feet wide by 2 
feet high by 6 feet long. The lone 
light source in their cabin day and 
night was one porthole around 8- 
inches in diameter, and when the 
ship rocked, water covered the 
porthole glass, and, the travelers 
were left in total darkness. The 
seas were very rough on the voyage, 
and one can only imagine the 
stench and filth. 

Food on the ship was sparse, 
with less than a quart of drinking 

water rationed to each person each 
day. One staple of their bland diets 
was pumpernickel bread, which 
came in the form of fist-sized rolls 
that were so hard they had to be 
soaked in hot water before the 
travelers could force them down. 
Salt pork was served every Friday, 
and salt smoked fish was plentiful, 
but rarely consumed as there was 
little water to wash it down. Ac¬ 
cording to the journal, few passen¬ 
gers complained about the food 
because of the seasickness. Some 
jokingly remarked that there were 
“six meals a day, three up and 
three down.” 

Two months later, the weary 

Brothers Mathias Meinhart, Jr. (he called himself Matthew once he came to America), 
left, and Michael Meinhart weathered many years as true pioneers. The legacy they 
left is still going strong in Effingham and Jasper Counties. 

rica 



travelers finally arrived in Baltimore 
in July 1860, but because of stormy 
seas, could not enter the Baltimore 
harbor for more than a week. After 
landing, the family was in a weak¬ 
ened state, but soon recovered 
enough to make the trip to 
Freeport, Illinois, where they joined 
their son Mathias. They lived on a 
rented farm for nearly five years, 
where they learned to use new 

'because everyone over in 

Gfemany Knows about 

the Twin Towers, the 

Statue of Liberty and the 

Empire State Building," 

farming techniques. They ciid so 
well they decided to buy land and 
start their own farm. Land around 
Freeport was selling for $40 to $50 
per acre, which was extremely high 
for the time, so they determined 
they coulci buy more reasonably 
priced land further south in Illi¬ 
nois. 

Around 1864, the family took a 
rough, three-week journey by cov¬ 
ered wagon to Jasper County where 
they were able to purchase land for 
$4 to $6 per acre from the Illinois 
Central Railroad Company. They 
signed a five-year contract with a 
few hundred dollars down payment 
on a section of land. The three sons 
built a shanty, dug a well and built 
a pole barn. The sons then headed 
back to Freeport and moved all 
their belongings, including live¬ 
stock, by rail to their new land. 

The land they purchased is now 
part of Grove Township in Jasper 

County. There were no roads, and 
Teutopolis, the nearest town, was 
10 miles away. The nearest post 
office was 15 miles away in 
Effingham. Because of poor 
drainage during the spring, the 
pioneers had to travel through the 
marshy land all the way to 
Teutopolis to attend church. 

In 1864, Mrs. Meinhart 
passed away while the family was 
building their home. There wasn’t 
a cemetery in Island Grove at that 
time, and it was said that her cas¬ 
ket was hung in the rafters of the 
house to protect it from animals. 
She was finally buried in the cem¬ 
etery in Teutopolis, but her 
gravesite has since been lost. 

The new arrivals to America 
were not prepared to endure the 
crop failures and illnesses they en¬ 
countered. The swampy prairies 
were a breeding ground for ill¬ 
nesses, such as swamp fever and 
typhoid. It’s believed that many of 
the people who died young at this 
time had contracted tuberculosis. 
Family members tried to comfort 
and nurse each other through the 
devastating diseases, but many 
died. Times were hard and the 
family nearly collapsed, but they 
just couldn’t give up. Meinhart, 
Sr. passed away in 1890 and is 
buried in the Island Grove Cem¬ 
etery. 

Mr. and Mrs. Mathias 
Meinhart, Sr. and their families 
were the start of many genera¬ 
tions of Meinharts in the Norris 
Electric Cooperative area. Paul 
Meinhart, who was Mathias 
Meinhart Jr.’s son, lived his entire 
life in Island Grove and was in¬ 
strumental in bringing electricity 
to their area in the late 1930s. 

The primary source of infor¬ 
mation for this story came from a 
handwritten journal that Leo 
Meinhart finished writing when 
he was 65 years old. He was 
Mathias Meinhart, Sr.’s grandson. 
At that point, five generations of 
Meinharts lived in America. Leo’s 
granddaughter, Linda, is married 
to Norris Electric Cooperative 
Manager Keith McKinney. 

¥ RURAL 

ELECTRIC 
ri 

XjA CONVENIENCE 

COOPERATIVE CO. 

OCT IS COOPERATIVE W 
ER - OMNED 

Stefan Sporrer's prized possession at work is his John Deere tractor. 
His hard-working nature and sense of humor have earned him many 
friends at Rural Electric Com’enienc^Cooperative (RECC) in 
Auburn. 



Stefan sai/s the mfes were strict there, and e\ren/one Had to He 

qn/et and HeHave. There was so Hutch nr ore freedom in 6//Yard to 

“act Hhe Hoi/s. ” 
Modem-d^ immigrants 

When Stefan Spotter arrived 
America in 1977 as a 13 year-old 
boy, the country had just cel¬ 
ebrated its bicentennial. It was 122 
years after the Meinharts arrived, 
and America was a far more pro¬ 
gressive place. It was a whole new 
world for this young German im¬ 
migrant. 

Stefan’s stepfather Thomas 
Davis was an American serviceman 
stationed at a military base in 
Nurnburg, Germany. He met 
Stefan’s mother Helene in Ger¬ 
many in around 1972, and though 
she already had seven children, he 
married her and a few years later 
moved her, one of Stefan's broth¬ 
ers and three sisters to America. 
Two of his brothers stayed in Ger¬ 
many. Stefan and his brother were 
sent to the United States six 
months prior to their parents, and 
it was their first flying experience. 
The brothers were very excited, yet 
nervous about their trip. Accord¬ 
ing to Stefan, they were especially 
excited “because everyone over in 
Germany knows about the Twin 
Towers, the Statue of Liberty and 
the Empire State Building.” Actu¬ 
ally seeing the sites was something 
he’ll never forget. 

Their time in New York was 
brief and the brothers were quickly 
whisked off to Illinois to live with 
their step grandmother in Girard. 
Their step grandmother didn’t 
speak any German and the boys 
spoke no English, so communicat¬ 
ing was a challenge. The boys be¬ 
gan attending Girard High School 
two weeks after they arrived. They 
had to rely on an English tutor to 
get them through their first year of 
school. Stefan says he really liked 
living in his step grandmother’s 
house. The family had lived in an 
apartment in Nurnburg, which, 

like much of the housing there, 
was government owned. Stefan 
says the rules were strict there, and 
everyone had to be quiet and be¬ 
have. There was so much more 
freedom in Girard to “act like 
boys.” 

Once Helene arrived in 
Girard, she had difficulty adjusting 
to her new surroundings. She not 
only didn’t speak English, she had 
come from a city of 500,000 and 
now was living in a small town 
with limited resources. The stores 
didn’t carry products she was ac¬ 
customed to using in Germany, 
and she was very homesick for sev¬ 
eral years. To learn English, Stefan 
says his mother watched the televi¬ 
sion show “Sesame Street.” And al¬ 
though she’s had opportunities to 
visit Germany, she’s never re¬ 
turned. Stefan says he’s never 
missed Germany. He says, “I like 
almost everything about the 
United States.” He feels that 
there’s much greater opportunity 
here — so much work available. 
There was so much unemployment 
in Germany. 

Even obtaining something as 
simple as a driver’s license is easier 
here. Stefan tells about how he was 
teasing one of his brothers in Ger¬ 
many who wasn’t able to afford a 
license until he was around 30. 
Driving classes and license plates 
are very expensive there. Both driv¬ 
ing and cars are considered luxu¬ 
ries. Train travel is preferred in 
Germany. 

Stefan came to work at Rural 
Electric Convenience Cooperative 
(RECC) in 1985 as the custodian/ 
grounds keeper, and he takes his 
job seriously. His co-workers say 
his prized possession at work is his 
John Deere riding lawn mower. He 
takes good care of it, and has only 

53 / 
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spent $11 maintaining it in eight 
years. He’s very frugal with the co¬ 
op’s money. 

Although he takes his share of 
teasing from all of them, his co¬ 
workers think a lot of him. David 
Stuva, President/CEO of RECC, 
says that Stefan is a hard worker 
who is a valuable member of their 
team. Stuva says, “Stefan brings 
with him a strong work ethic and a 
great sense of humor. He’s a joy to 
have around.” 

Stefan’s mother and stepfather 
are alive and well in Thayer, and 
Stefan’s sisters have started a new 
generation of Sporrers in the 
United States. Although it’s been 
difficult at times, they’re proud to 
be some of America’s newest im¬ 
migrants. 

America the beautiful 
The people in these two very 

different stories of immigration 
were able to come to America be¬ 
cause our great nation stands with 
its arms wide open welcoming any¬ 
one who wants to come. The song 
“America,” by Rev. Samuel F. 
Smith says it all. 

“My country, ’tis of Thee, 

Sweet Land of Liberty 

Of thee I sing; 

Land where my fathers died, 

Land of the pilgrims' pride, 

From every mountain side 

Let Freedom ring, ** 
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SAFETY AND HEALTH 

Mi 

To buckle or not to buckle? 
There should be no question — it's the law! 

It seems almost daily that I open 
the paper or hear of another 

death due to an auto accident. Year 
2000 statistics show that in Illinois 
1,418 people died from injuries sus¬ 
tained in a motor vehicle crashes. 
Many times, seemingly too often, it 
is a young teen or young adult who 
is killed, often thrown from the 
vehicle. Of the 1,418 fatalities in 
2000, 182 were 16 to 20 year-olds. 

Motor vehicle crashes are the 
leading cause of death for those age 
6 to 33. What really bothers me the 
most is that a lot of the fatalities 
could have been prevented if only 
the occupant(s) were wearing a seat 
belt. In fatal crashes, 72 percent of 
belted occupants survived, 43 per¬ 
cent unrestrained did not. 

How many times have you seen 
young children unrestrained in a 
vehicle? They’re bouncing around in 
the back seat or on the lap of an adult 
in the front seat. It would only take 
a quick stop to thrust them through 
the windshield of the vehicle and, an 
adult body’s weight can increase the 
force or crush the child. Not only is 
it unsafe for the child, drivers are 
often distracted by younger children 
unrestrained goofing around in the 
car. It really upsets me that these 
drivers allow this to take place in 
their vehicle. Not only is it upsetting, 
but also I’m sure some are completely 
unaware that in Illinois this is a 
primary offense. This means that 
an officer can stop the vehicle if he 
observes children unrestrained. This 
carries a first time fine of $50 and 
subsequent fines of $100. 

People often say children learn 
by example. Maybe a few of the 
facts below will enlighten those 

who lead, follow or are approaching 
driving age. The statistics below 
are from the year 2000: 
• Teenagers are involved in more 

motor vehicle crashes than any 
other group. 

• 65 percent of teen passenger 
deaths occur when another teen 
is driving. 

• 41 percent of fatal teen crashes 
occur at nighttime (between 
9 p.m. and 6:00 a.m.) 

• Nationally, it is estimated that 
child restraints saved 316 lives 
among children under age 5. 

• Nationally there were 529 
fatalities among children under 
age 5, and 60 percent of those 
were totally unrestrained. 

• All states and the District of 
Columbia have child restraint 
laws. 
Nationally there were 41,821 
fatalities due to automobile 
crashes, and 60 percent were 
not wearing seat belts or child 
restraints. 

In Illinois it is the law that: 
All front seat passengers, 
regardless of age, must wear 
safety belts. 
Passengers ages 6 through 16, 
regardless of location, must wear 
a safety belt. 
Children ages 4 through 6 must 
be in a child restraint or have 
on a seat belt. 
Children under age 4 must be in 
a child restraint. This is in com¬ 
pliance with the Child Passenger 
Protection Act and the restraint 
must meet the standard of the U.S. 
Department of Transportation, 
and must meet Federal Motor 
Vehicle Safety Standards. (Make 

# www.aiec.coop 

sure the seat is clearly marked 
“Meets FMVSS 213”.) 

• Each driver under the age of 18 
years, and each of the driver’s pas¬ 
sengers under the age of 18 years 
must wear a properly adjusted and 
fastened safety belt, regardless 
of their location in the vehicle. 

For various reasons, many find 
excuses not to wear their seat belts, 
they say they’re uncomfortable, they 
wrinkle their clothes, etc. My ques¬ 
tion is, what value do you place 
on life? While a seat belt may not 
prevent all motor vehicle fatalities, it 
is shown time and time again that 
they do save the majority of lives. 
BUCKLE UP FOR SAFETY AND 
LIVE! For more information you can 
visit the following Web sites: 
• The National Highway Traffic 

Safety Administration, http:// 
www.nhtsa.dot.gov 

• Air Bag and Seat Belt Safety 
Campaign, http:// 
www.nsc.org/airbag.htm 

• National Seat Belt Coalition, 
http://www.nsc,org/traf/ 
sbc.htm 

• Illinois Secretary of State, http:/ 
/ www.sos.state.il.us/ 
departments/drivers/ 
trafficsafety/occprotect.html 

Sources: Illinois Secretary of 
State, Illinois Department of 
Transportation, National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration, Illinois 
State Police. 

Mary Zitek, Association of 

Illinois Electric Cooperatives 
Safety/Education Services 

Coordinator. E-mail 
mzitek@aiec.coop. 
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45 DAY TRIAL 
•$199 & UP 

BEHER 
HEARING 

DEPT B66, Brookport, IL 62910 
1 -800-320-3300 EXT B66 

LOWEST COST 
Term Life Insurance 

Issue ages through 90 

AGE $100r000 $250,000 

45 10.71 18.92 
55 16.71 34.15 
65 27.93 61.99 

Rates figured on monthly cost for female non-tobacco users. 

RAMLET & ASSOC, INC. 
(800) 933-6354 
AGL Life Assurance Company Form No. TC-191 

Dr. Kenneth Ausmer DMD 
& Staff 

offers you a 

ONE-DAY 
DENTURE 
$124.°° 
Extractions at Drs. Quote 

(217) 479-8444 
1-877-565-8981 (toll-free) 

Only cash, 
Mastercard 

or Visa. 
No checks 

please. 

1201 West Walnut 
St, Jacksonville, IL 

62650 

30 miles west of Springfield 

FARM • CHURCH • SPORTS • HORSE • CAR • PLANE 
ALL STEEL • ALL COLOR • 25/50 WARRANTY 

20/70 
24'x30'x 8' 
30' x 40' x 8’ 
40' x 60' X 10' 
50'X 70'X 12’ 
60' x 70' x 12' 
75' x 80' x 14’ 

FREE CATALOGUE 

1-859-745-0606 
www.kstbulld.com 

$ 3,701 
$ 5,001 
$ 8,001 
$ 12,001 
$ 14,901 
$ 19,801 

since 1986 

Advantage 
Steel Buildings 

TOLL FREE 1-877-657-8335 
30x60x10 ~ $5448.00 
40x60x12 ~ $6795.00 
50x80x14 ~ $10793.00 

80x150x 16(ml) ~ $27293.00 
Call today for price quote and literature. 

Mini storage, all sizes! 
www.advantagesteelbuildings.com 

“I’ve suffered from 
arthritis throughout my body 
for many years and it is an absolute joy 
to get a good night’s sleep again! No more waking up 
every couple of hours.” 

Softer 

—May K.G., Gardner, CO 

Why Arthritis Sufferers 
Sleep Better On Air ! 

“I have severe arthritis and have been 
sleeping in a Lazy Boy chair in our living 
room for 4years because of the pain... 
Now, I’m sleeping a full night in the 
WONDERFUL bed!!! Thanks for giving 
me back some quality of life!” 

—Sandra j.M., Manistee, MI 

The Sleep Number Bed by Select Comfort.™ 
It’s not just a better bed, but a better way 
to sleep. Even back pain sufferers can sleep 
more comfortably! 

The SLEEP NUMBER' bed doesn’t rely on 
springs or water, but on a 

cushion of air. Air gently 
contours to your body's 

pf* shape, helping to reduce 
’ uncomfortable pressure 

points, and tests show 
^ it also helps to more 

properly support your 
back and spine. 

Find your Sleep Number * 
with Easy Push Button 

Firtnness Control! 

The Steep Number* bed 
comfortably contours to your 

body, to more properly support 
your back and spine, and help to 

reduce pressure points. 

Metal coil mattresses can 
create uncomfortable 
pressure points and 

provide uneven 
support over time. 

TRY IT FOR 30 NIGHTS! 
We’re so sure you’ll sleep better on air, you can 
take up to 1 month to decide, or your money 
back.You’ve got to sleep on it to believe it! 

For a FREE VIDEO and Brochure, call now! 

1-800-831-1211 
 Ext^28553 

Please rush me a FREE 
I Video and Brochure. 
■ Name_ 

S * Address 

City_ 

Zip  

select©comfor t. 
CREATOR OF THE SLEEP NUMBER* BED 

Mail to: Select Comfort Direct 
6105 Trenton Lane North, Minneapolis, MN 55442 J 
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Poisonous Christmas plant myths 
and other merry musings 

David Robson 

The holidays always bring a rush 
of excitement and anticipation. 

And dread. Sometimes more of the 
latter than the first two. Will there 
be enough time to get everything 
done? Most people would answer 
with an emphatic “NEVER!” 
capital letters and all. 

Each year I plan more and 
more in advance, marking off dates 
on the calendar for decorating and 
baking. It’s getting to the point 
where I’m blocking out weekends a 
year in advance, which takes some 
of the magic out of the season. 

Of course, you don’t really 
need to plan that far ahead to get 
your tree and your other holiday 
plants. It doesn’t work that way 
because plants don’t care about 
calendars and how busy you are. 
Sort of like kids and cats. 

I vacillate every year about 
getting a tree. Usually by the time 
I finally decide, it’s New Year’s Eve 
and trees are really hard to come 
by. So I make the resolution to 
resolve the tree issue earlier in 
December. It doesn’t help. 

On the other hand, I tend to load 
up on poinsettias and other holiday 
plants like cyclamen and cactus. 

First, my cats tend not to bat 
the plants all to pieces. Without 
any shiny metallic objects dangling 
from their leaves, the plants are 
uninteresting to my felines. Oh, the 
little one will sniff it, and see if it 
will fight back, but poinsettias have 
the opossum gene deeply imbedded 
and they do nothing. So do the cats. | 

Not a single cat person 
has ever called me and asked if 
poinsettias are poisonous to their 
cats. Dog owners, on the other 

hand, call all the time. If my two 
fur balls could talk, they’d have 
some catty remarks about the dogs. 
This being the season of good will 
and tidings, we’ll just let it pass. 

All plants are poisonous, or 
can be. Even grass. I personally 
think beets are poisonous. Have 
you ever known someone to live 
150 years eating beets? No? I 
thought so. They have a delayed 
reaction that may take a couple 
years to kick in, but it does kick in. 

My comment about poisonous 
goes to the point that someone 
could be allergic to the plant, and 
in that case, it is toxic to him or 
her. Or their dog. 

As of this writing, there has been 
no documented case of someone 
dying from eating a poinsettia. People 
were taught for years that the plant 
was deadly, based partially on an 
unsubstantiated claim from Hawaii 
about a half-century ago. 

Back in the 70s, some florist from 
Ohio went on TV and ate a plant, and 
didn’t die. Of course, he didn’t eat 
beets beforehand as that might have 
skewed the results. He didn’t die, but 
the poison myth still lives on and on. 

This does NOT mean you 
should run out and eat the plant, 
make a salad out of the leaves, or 

steam the leaves with a little juice. 
The plant was not meant to be 
eaten any more than bluegrass, 
maple leaves or petunia flowers 
are. We grow carrots, tomatoes, 
oranges and apples for eating. 
Poinsettias are for looking at. So 
are the other holiday plants. 

The milky sap could cause 
some rashes on some people just 
like poison ivy does, though to a 
lesser extent. Still, white sap isn’t 
the most appealing thing to see 
oozing from the plant when the 
leaves or stems are crushed. 

Wash your hands or arms with 
soapy water if you get sap on them. 
Avoid sticking leaves into your mouth 
or up your nose. Keep Junior and 
Fido away from the plant. 

Mistletoe is classified as 
poisonous, and if you eat it 
thinking you’ll get more kisses that 
way, you’re just plain stupid. Just 
keep it hung over your head. 

Christmas cherries, which 
are more related to peppers than 
cherries, are also classified as 
poisonous. Definitely, you’ll want to 
keep them away from kids, if you can 
even find the plants these days. True 
Christmas peppers are just a hot 
form of pepper, like a Habanero. 
Once eaten, the lesson is learned. 

David Robson is an Extension 
Educator, Horticulture, at the 

Springfield Extension Center, 
University of Illinois Extension. 

You can write to Robson in care of 
Illinois Country Living, P.O. Box 
3787, Springfield, IL 62708. 
Telephone: (217) 782-6515. 
E-Mail: robsond@maiUces. uiuc.edu 
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Environmental Liners & Top Covers 
Pond & Lake Liners 

Custom sizes, reinforced material, 642psi 
puncture strength. No job too big or small 

$.39 sqft or less depending on volume. 
1800-280-0712 Bend Tarp & Liner. Inc. 

Grow More Food & Flowers - Extend Your 

Growing Season - Grow & Sell Plants 

Greenhouses 
• Many sizes & styles 
• Built in bench frames 
• Steel reinforced frame 
• Ships UPS anywhere 

Easy to assemble kits 
or design and build 
your own using our 
unique double-wall 
insulating greenhouse 
covering material. Commercial sizes available, ideal 

for small nurseries. 

FREE SAMPLE 
& CATALOG 

I-800-825-192S 
www.farmwholesale.com 

Buy Factory Direct <S Save 

Farm Wholesale 

3740 ILCL Brooklake Rd. NE • Salem, OR 97303 

DENTURES 
IN ONE-DAY SERVICE 

Custom Upper and or Lower 
Opposing Imp. $15 
ADA Approved Materials 
Appointment Highly Advised *105 EA. 

GENERAL DENTISTRY 
AND 

OTHER DENTAL SERVICES AVAILABLE 

WHERE SEE 
MAP 

Adult Care Dentures 

101 Marshall Place 

CARMI, IL 62821 
Information or appointment 

Call 

1 800 825 8044 
or 618 382 8010 

$TEEL BUILDING SPECIAL$ 
Farm • Industrial • Commercial 

FREE 
ROOF INSULATION 

Limited time Offer 

30' x 50’ x 10’ $5,690 
40’x 60’x 12’ $7,999 
50’x 75’x 14’ $11,209 
60’ x 100’ x 16’...$16,797 

20 Year Warranty on Roof & Walls; 
Prices F.O.B. Our Plants; 

Seal Stamped Blue Prints; 
Easy Bolt Together Design. 

VISIT nillHfl VISIT 
OUR Kr ^11 OUR 

WEBSITE WEBSITE 
STEEL BUILDING SYSTEMS 

4305 1-35 North • Denton, Texas 76207 
Fax: 940-484-6746 email: rhinobld@GTE.NET 

Website: http://www.RHINOBLDG.COM 

Toll Free 1-888-320-7466 

ABSOLUTE BUILDINGS 
SYSTEMS 

STEEL BUILDINGS 
"You Can Build Yourself" 

40*60*10-$7,100 60*125x14 -$19,300 
50*100*12 - $13,000 80*150*16 - $37,000 

800-787-5539 

MOBILE HOME 
ROOF PROBLEMS? 

Stark Bro's Nurseries 
Free Catalog 

AMERICA'S BEST FRUIT TREES &BERRIES 

Call Toll-Free: 1-800-775-6415 
Or online at: WWW.StarkbroS.COin 
Ask for Catalog 03CC5480 

Offering America's best varieties of apples, peaches, 
cherries, pears, plums, apricots, grapes, berries, nuts, 
ornamental trees & more. 

Please Print: 

GET A FREE 

$5.00 COUPON 

STARK BRO’S 

NURSERIES & 

ORCHARDS CO. 

P.O. Box 1800, 

LOUISIANA, MO 

63353 

QUALITY PRODUCTS 

SINCE 1816 

Name: 

Address: 

City: 

State:   Zip: Phone: 

Send to: Stark Bro’s Nurseries and Orchards Co. 
P.O. Box 1800 
Dept. 03CC5480 
Louisiana, MO 63353-1800 
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TODAY’S TECHNOLOGY AND YOU 

lights without wiring 
hassle add security 

Dear Jim: I need outdoor 
security and landscaping 
lights, but I hate to run 

wiring because of the sidewalk and 
damage to my gardens. Has solar 
light brightness improved to the 
point where they are usable? 

- Ann K. 

Dear Ann: New designs 
of brighter solar-powered 
lights are a perfect match 

with your security and landscaping 
needs. With no wiring required, 
you will not have to dig through 
any of your gardens and land¬ 
scaping. Even with do-it-yourself 
low-voltage lights, it is still a hassle 
trying to get the stiff heavy cable 
under or around sidewalks. 

Solar-powered yard lights are 
simple devices. They have three 
basic components - a light bulb, a 
rechargeable battery, and a small 
solar cell panel built into the top 
of the light. Since they use no 
electricity, they operate for free and 
create no air pollution. 

To install one, just attach it to 
your house wall, a deck rail or steps, 
or push a mounting post into the 
ground. Generally, it is a good idea 
to let the sun charge it up for a 
couple of days first and then switch 
it on. All models have electric eyes 
that switch on automatically from 
dusk to dawn. 

The styles of many of the new 
solar-powered accent and security 
lights have gone contemporary. For 
versatility and because they are so 
easy to move as you change your 
landscaping, select ones that can be 
mounted either on a post or against 
a wall. With advances in solar cell 

technology and efficiency, the 
smaller solar cells are integrated 
into the sleek new designs. 

If you’ve tried older solar lights 
before and were dissatisfied, you will 
be surprised at the much brighter 
light output, styles and features of the 
new ones. The older dim incandes¬ 
cent bulbs have been replaced with 
high-tech white LED’s (light-emitting 
diodes), fluorescent and halogen 
bulbs. Not only are they brighter, 
but their higher efficiency provides 

more hours of light at night on a single 
day’s recharge from the sun. 

Although not for your garden, 
the newest designs are solar- 
powered street number lights. One 
design that I use is a solar mailbox 
with my lighted red street numbers 
on each side. I also have another 
solar address locator, with 4-inch 
amber LED numerals up closer to 
my front door. The numbers are 
visible up to about 100 feet away. 

These not only insure that the 
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pizza delivery person finds your 
house before the pizza gets cold, 
but it enhances security. If you 
ever make a 911 call, the life squad 
or fire department can find your 
house immediately. From what 
paramedics say, finding the proper 
house quickly can make the dif¬ 
ference between life and death. 

Solar-powered lights that use 
LED bulbs provide the most efficient 
and most hours of light at night. After 
a sunny day, eight to 10 hours of light 
is possible the following night. LED’s 
are most effective for landscaping 
accent lighting and marking pathways 
and steps up to a deck. As a reference, 
they are generally not bright enough 
to read by at night. 

The brightest solar-powered 
lights use small compact fluorescent 
bulbs. These actually produce some 
usable light that you can work or 
read near. They typically use four 
or five-watt bulbs. This may not 
sound like much light, but at night 
with no other lights on, it is quite 

RESPIRATORY 
MEDICATION 
Free Pharmacy Consultation 

CALL TOLL FREE 

1-877-796-9088 
Do you have 

COPD, Emphysema, 

Bronchitis, Asthma 

...or take any respiratory 

medication such as: 

• Albuterol • Atrovent 
• Proventil • Cromolyn 
• Ventolin • Ipratropium 

Respiratory Medication delivered to your home! 

m 

§ 
We bill 

MEDICARE 
or private 
insurance. 

Visit our web site at: www.pbsameds.com 
Pharmacy Services of America 
7282 Plantation Rd., Ste. 104 

Pensacola, FL 32504 

bright. The fluorescent bulbs, like 
LED’s, last a very long time. 

For a combination of security 
and landscaping lighting, select an 
LED/halogen motion-sensing model. 
At dusk, the electric eye auto¬ 
matically switches on a dim amber 
LED for accent or pathway lighting. 
When motion is detected within 20 
feet of the light, a bright halogen bulb 
comes on for three minutes. This will 
provide enough light for guests to 
safely walk to your door and it will 
definitely scare away prowlers. 

Security-only, bright motion¬ 
sensing solar lights are also effective. 
These typically use a remote solar 
panel so that the light itself can be 
located in a shady area, like under a 
roof overhang. The solar panel, less 
than one foot square, is attached to 
the light with a tiny wire. These can 
cycle on and off more than 100 times 
on a single day’s charge from the sun. 

Other solar-powered lighting 
options are flashlights and bright 
lanterns. Some have a fluorescent and 

FARM 
TAXES 
Let Us Help You 
Save Tax Dollars 

With Pre-Planning 
• Specializing in Farm Tax & Financial Issues. 
• 33 years of professional tax preparation. 
• We offer an organizer and record system. 
• We adapt to your computer program. 
• Can’t get here? We can help you through 

the mail or internet. 
• Accounting services - including payroll and 

all quarterly reporting for your business. 

Now scheduling appointments 
for December Pre-Planning. 

Call today for further information. 

Fiorilloand 
Associates, Ltd. 
2 Lane Drive, Paxton Illinois 

379-4308 • 800-346-7455 
Enrolled to practice before the Internal Revenue Service. 

torch light on one side for camping 
or car emergencies, like changing a 
tire, and a warning flashing light on 
the other side. A solar panel is built 
into the side. The flasher will operate 
up to 40 hours and the torch light 
up to 8 hours on a single charge. 

Write for (instantly download - 
www.dullev.com) Utility Bills Update 
No. 514 - buyer’s guide of nine 
outdoor/indoor solar-powered 
accent, security and specialty light 
manufacturers (30 models) listing 
styles, maximum on-times, bulb types, 
features, and prices. Please include 
$3.00 and a business-size SASE. 

James Dulley, Illinois Country 
Living, 6906 Royalgreen Dr., 
Cincinnati, OH 45244 

James Dulley is a mechanical 
engineer who writes on a wide 
variety of energy and utility topics. 
His column appears in a large 
number of daily newspapers. 

BUILDINGS! 

1-800-222-6335 
www.clearancebuildings.com 

Woman of Cloth 
Quilting 

Have your quilt tops professionally quilted 
Fast turn around times. Call Lorre at 

(217) 725-1164 

HERITAGE 
BUILDING SYSTEMS, 

Established 1979 

800-643-5555 
WE SHIP ANYWHERE IN THE USA! 

30’ X 30’ x 10’  $3,967 
36’ X 48' X 16’   $7,813 
40’ X 65’ X 12’  $9,261 
40’ X 80’ X 14’   $11.352 
80’ x 100' x 16’  $23,420 

Commercial all steel buildings and component 
parts from America’s largest distributor since 
1979. Any size is available featuring easy 
bolt up rigid frame design for industry, 
office, mini-storage, shop, farm and all steel 
homes. Call us today for a free information 
package and quote on the best buildings 
made. Codes and options may affect prices. 

Mini Storage Sale 
$4,682 

10’ x 100’ with 10 units complete with partitions 
heritagebuilclings.com . 
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Fight the holiday weight gain trap 
Cindy's weigh 

by Angie Bates 
The aroma of a juicy basted 

turkey and a succulent pineapple 
ham circulate around the house as 
they are ready to come out of the 
oven. There is no escape, no matter 
where you try to hide; the mouth¬ 
watering scent lingers into every 
corner of the house. It’s that time 
of year again and temptation is 
everywhere — cheese and sausage 
trays, pickled ham and cream 
cheese hors d’oeuvres. 

Statistically American gains an 
average of 3 to 5 pounds during 
the holiday season. Don’t despair, 
there are ways that you can still 
enjoy your holiday season while 
fighting the battle of the bulge. 

Cindy Fricke, a woman who 
was overweight all of her life and 
lost 130 pounds in one year, has 
tips on how. She says that you 
should only eat when you are hun¬ 
gry and not wait for the clock. So, 
if you are going to a party, don’t 
eat just because it’s in the social 
setting. If you are hungry before 
you go to the party, eat a low-fat 
and low-calorie snack such as low- 
fat crackers or a piece of fruit. This 
way you have less of a tendency 
to overeat. “If you are attending a 
party that calls for bringing a dish 
to pass, bring something that you 

Cindy with 130 pounds of potatoes, 
the amount of weight she lost 

really like that is 
healthy, like a vegetable 
pizza,” Cindy says. “This 
way you can’t be stuck 
with only chips and 
dip.” 

Another simple tip 
she says is, “If you are at 
a party or somewhere 
where there is food 
sitting out, it is very 
important not to sit by 
the food. Even a normal 
eater will sit by a bowl 
of M&Ms and munch 
on them until they are 
gone. And then you feel 
crummy afterwards.” 
Also, remember the pur¬ 
pose of the party is 
to communicate and 
socialize with other 
people, not to eat. Make 
sure you’re sitting with 
something healthy to 
drink and have a nice 
conversation instead of 
thinking about what 
there is to eat. 

Do yourself, family, and guests 
a favor by resisting the urge to buy 
high fat or sugary holiday snacks. 
If these kinds of things are not 
around, the temptation won’t be 
there to eat those types of foods. 
Not only are these tips good for 
avoiding holiday weight gain, they’ll 
work all year round. 

If you are serious about losing 
weight, “Cindy’s Weigh: My Big 
Fat Story — I Lost a Person and 
Found Myself” is a heartbreakingly 
honest, inspirational and humorous 
account of the positive lifestyle 
change of Cindy Fricke. After 
decades of overeating and losing 
and gaining 100 pounds three 
times in her life, she discovered a 
healthy way of living and eating¬ 
losing 130 pounds in one year. 

Not only is Cindy an author, 

but she’s also a motivational 
speaker. In addition to seminars, 
she conducts interactive workshops, 
retreats, and is available for 
women’s health forums, in service 
programs, and corporate wellness 
sessions. Cindy has been married 
to her husband Dave for 28 years, 
and they have a 19-year-old son and 
22-year-old daughter. Cindy and 
Dave met while they both worked 
in the data processing department 
of the Association of Illinois 
Electric Cooperatives in 1973. 

For questions, comments, or to 
order copies of Cindy’s book write 
to: Cindy’s Weigh, L.C., P.O. Box 
2058, St. Charles MO 63302-2058, 
or call (636)-946-1070, visit her 
Web site at www.cindysweigh.com 
or e-mail: cindy@cindysweigh.com. 
The book is $19 and includes 
shipping and handling costs. 
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Wove® rodio/CD Wave® radio 

Our reputation stands behind them. 
Great sound. Small size. 

No compromise. 
With more than 30 years of industry¬ 
leading innovation, Bose® has created 
three acoustic waveguide products that 
are favorites of audio critics and music 
lovers alike. After experiencing their 
award-winning sound, compact size 
and intuitive simplicity, you’ll under¬ 
stand why Bose is considered the most 
respected name in sound. 

Rich sound from our 
top-of-the-line integrated system. 
Why settle for the big and bulky com¬ 
ponents of an ordinary stereo when 
you can enjoy the extraordinary sound 
of a sleek, all-in-one music system? 
The Acoustic Wave® music system 
includes an AM/FM tuner, a CD player 
and something you won’t find in any 
conventional stereo - our acoustic 
waveguide speaker technology. Much 
as a flute strengthens a breath of air to 
fill an entire concert hall, the waveguide 
produces rich, room-filling sound from 
a small enclosure. In fact, when we 
first introduced the Acoustic Wave® 
music system, Sound & Vision said it 
had “possibly the best-reproduced 
sound many people have ever heard.” 
Hard to believe the entire system is the 
size of a briefcase. 

You’ll hear the difference the very 
first time you turn on the Acoustic 

Wave® music system. Patented Bose 
technology gives your favorite CDs and 
radio programs a clarity and richness 
that will astound you. And with our 
credit card-sized remote, you can con¬ 
trol this award-winning sound from the 
palm of your hand. With all this, it’s 
no wonder many people use it as their 
primary stereo. 

Even smaller systems 
for even smaller spaces. 

Wish you had great sounding music in 
your bedroom or office? Try the Bose 
Wave® radio, with or without the built- 
in CD player. It utilizes a smaller ver¬ 
sion of our acoustic waveguide speaker 
technology to give you sparkling high 
notes, rich deep low notes and a clarity 
that’s remarkable for something its size. 
The Oregonian said that the Wave® 
radio/CD “remains one of those little 
unexplained miracles of acoustic 
physics.” Our original Wave® radio is 
designed just as impressively. Other 
features include dual alarms, a credit 
card-sized remote control and six AM 
and six FM station presets. 

Call and make 
12 interest-free payments. 

Take advantage of our payment plan 
and make 12 interest-free monthly 
payments.* And be sure to ask about 

our free shipping offer. Choose the 
Acoustic Wave® music system, our 
premium waveguide 
product, and we’ll 
send you a Bose 
Multimedia Pedestal 
with inputs for your TV, VCR, DVD 
player and another music source - 
absolutely free. And no matter which 
waveguide product you choose, our 
30-day risk-free in-home trial guaran¬ 
tees your satisfaction. 

So let Bose put an acoustic waveguide 
product in front of you. And hear all 
that stands behind them. 

Order the Acoustic Wave® system 
by Dec. 31, 2002 and get a 

FREE Pedestal - a $149.95 value. 

Call today, 
1-800-725-2073, ext. C1019. 

All three products are available in ■your 
choice of Graphite Gray or Platinum White. 

For information on all our products: 
www.bose.com/cl019 

Mr./Mrs./Ms. 
Nome (Please Print) 

Address 

City 
( ) 

State Zip 
( ) 

Daytime Telephone Evening Telephone 

Mail to: Bose Corporation, Dept. DMG-C1019, The Mountain, 
Framingham, MA 01701-9168. 

Better sound through research e> 

©2002 Bose Corooration. Patent rights issued and/or pending. The Wave® radio and Acoustic Wave® music system designs are also trademarks of Bose Corporation. * Installment payment plan, free shipping and free Pedestal offers not 
to be combined with any other offer or applied to previous purchases. Your credit card will be debited each month with no interest charges from Bose. Credit card rules and interest mav apply. Payment plan available on credit card 

orders only and subject to change without notice. Risk free refers to 30-day trial offer only. Quotes: Julian Hirsch, Sound & Vision, 3/85; Wayne Thompson, Oregonian, 3/5/99. 



-I Heavenly ) 
Delights j 

Immaiiud Evangcical Lutheran Church 

mslKU: 

ILLINOIS FINEST COOKING 
The Immanuel Lutheran Church of Richton Park, Illinois 
submits its 150th anniversary cookbook filled with 192 pages 

of delicious recipes. The book is hard-backed, three-ring- 
binder style and sells for $10, plus $3 for shipping and han¬ 
dling. Send orders to the Immanuel Lutheran Church, 4800 
Sauk Trail, Richton Park, IL 60471, or contact Vi Batterman 

at (708) 534-8660. 

Creamy Sweet Potatoes 
Jeane Schultz 

5 lbs. sweet potatoes, peeled and 
cooked 

4 eggs, lightly beaten 
1/2 C. orange juice 
1/2 C. butter or margarine, 

softened 
1/2 C. sugar 
1 tsp. vanilla extract 
1/2 tsp. ground nutmeg 
Dash of salt 
Miniature marshmallows 

In a large bowl, mash sweet potatoes. Add 
eggs, orange juice, butter, sugar, vanilla, 
nutmeg and salt. Mix well. Transfer to a 
greased 3-quart baking dish. Bake at 350° 
for 35-40 minutes or until set. Top with 
marshmallows; return to the oven until 
they just begin to puff and melt, about 5- 
10 minutes. Yeild: 10-12 servings. Can be 
made the night before, then baked the 
day served. 

Fudge 
Norma Batterman 

2/3 C. Carnation milk 
1-2/3 C. sugar 
1/2 tsp. salt 
1-1/2 C. marshmallows 
1-1/2 C. semi-sweet chocolate 

chips 
1 tsp. vanilla 
1/2 C. nuts, chopped (opt.) 

In a saucepan, combine milk, 
sugar and salt. Stir constantly 
over low heat until it boils. Cook 
for 5 minutes, still stirring. Re¬ 
move from heat and add marsh¬ 
mallows, chocolate pieces, vanilla 
and nuts. Stir until marshmal¬ 
lows and chocolate chips melt. 
Pour in a buttered pan; let cool. 

Holiday Rum Cake 
Enola Matson 

1 (18-1/2-oz.) pkg. yellow cake 
mix 

1 (3-1/4-02.) pkg. instant 
vanilla pudding 

1/2 C. cold water 
1/2 C. dark rum 
1/2 C. pecans or walnuts, chopped 
4 eggs 
1/2 C. Wesson oil 

Glaze: 
4 tsp. oleo 
2 T. water 
1/2 C. granulated sugar 
1/4 C. dark rum 

Preheat oven to 325°. Grease and flour a 
10-inch tube pan or 12-cup bundt pan. 
Sprinkle nuts over the bottom of the pan. 
Mix all cake ingredients together. Pour 
batter over nuts. Bake 1 hour. Cool. In¬ 
vert on a serving plate. Glaze: Melt oleo 
in a saucepan. Stir in water and sugar. 
Boil 5 minutes, stirring constantly. Re¬ 
move from heat, stir in rum. Prick the top 
of the cake. Drizzle and smooth glaze 
evenly over the top and sides of cake. Al¬ 
low cake to absorb glaze. Repeat until 
glaze is used up. 

Peanut Butter Kiss Cookies 
Sandy Stork 

1-3/4 C. flour 
1 tsp. baking soda 
1/2 tsp. salt 
1/2 C. brown sugar 
1/2 C. margarine 
1/2 C. sugar 
1/2 C. peanut butter 

1 egg 
2 T. milk 
1 tsp. vanilla 
48 Hershey’s Kisses 

Combine all ingredients except Kisses. 
Mix on a low speed until dough forms. 
Shape dough into small balls. Roll balls 
in sugar and place on an ungreased 
cookie sheet. Bake at 375° for 10-12 min¬ 
utes. Press a Kiss into the center and let 
cool on the cookie sheet for 1 minute. 

Apple Walnut Stuffing 
Marian Woycheese 

1 C. onion, chopped 
1/2 C. butter 
1 qt. McIntosh apples, cored and 

chopped 
1 C. celery, chopped 
1 pkg. Brownberry’s sage and onion 

croutons 
1/2 C. golden raisins 
1/2 C. fresh parsley, snipped 

1 egg 
1 sm. bag walnuts, chopped 
1/4 C. apple cider 
1-1/2 tsp. poultry seasoning 
Salt and pepper, to taste 

Saute onion in butter on medium heat 
until transparent. Stir in apples and cel¬ 
ery. Simmer uncovered, stir occasionally 
for 5 minutes. Remove from heat. Add 
other ingredients. This can be made the 
day before. 

Illinois Country Cooks Cookbook would make a 
great Christmas Gift! Order yours today! 
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The Collinsville Rebekah Lodge No. 154 submits its 
cookbook filled with 99 pages of appetizing recipes. 
The book is soft-backed and comb-bound and sells for 
$5, which includes shipping and handling. To order, 
contact Cinday Hays, 7510 Haas Hills Lane, Belleville, 
IL 62223. Make checks payable to Collinsville 
Rebekah Lodge #154. 

Butternut Squash Bake 
Marge Nonvine 

Squash: 
1/3 C. butter or oleo, softened 
Scant 3/4 C. sugar 
2 eggs 
1 C. (5-oz.) evaporated milk 
1 tsp. vanilla extract 
2 C. mashed cooked butternut squash 

Topping: 
1/2 C. crisp rice cereal 
1/4 C. packed brown sugar 
1/4 C. pecans, chopped 
2 T. butter or oleo, melted 

Cut the squash in half, seed and cook in 
microwave. In a mixing bowl, cream but¬ 
ter and sugar. Beat in eggs, milk and va¬ 
nilla. Stir in squash (mixture will be thin). 
Pour into a greased Ilx7x2-inch baking 
pan. Bake uncovered at 350° for 45 min¬ 
utes or until almost set. Combine topping 
ingredients, sprinkle over casserole. Re¬ 
turn to oven for 5 to 10 minutes or until 
bubbly. Yield 6 to 8 servings. 

Puppy Chow 
Lala Boroski 

8 C. Rice Chex 
1-1/2 C. powdered sugar 
1 C. creamy peanut butter 
1 C. chocolate chips 

Melt peanut butter, margarine and choco¬ 
late chips in the microwave on high for 4- 
5 minutes. Pour over Rice Chex, mix to 
cover completely. Put powdered sugar in a 
brown grocery bag, add Chex Mix and 
shake lightly. Pour out on cookie sheets 
to dry. Store in tins. 

Angel Biscuits 
Lousie Parker 

1 pkg. yeast, dissolved in 1/2 C. 
warm water 

5 C. flour, unsifted 
2 tsp. salt (or less) 
1 tsp. baking soda 
5 tsp. baking powder 
3 T. sugar 
3/4 C. oil 
2 C. buttermilk 

Mix flour, salt, baking soda, baking 
powder and sugar in a large bowl. 
Add milk, oil and yeast to flour mix¬ 
ture. Mix until dough stiffens. Cover 
in an air-tight bowl and refrigerate 
for 24 hours. Knead lightly and roll 
to a 1/2-inch thick on a floured sur¬ 
face. Cut with a biscuit cutter. Bake 
in a 400° oven for 12-20 minutes or 
until brown. Can store dough in re¬ 
frigerator for up to one week. 

Corn Casserole 
Gail Ann Adams 

3 eggs, beaten 
1 C. sour cream 
1 pkg. corn muffin mix 
1 stick butter, melted 
3- 4 C. whole kernel corn 
Shredded cheese 

Mix eggs, sour cream, corn muffin mix, 
butter and corn together. Bake in a 350° 
oven for 40 minutes. Top with cheese and 
bake and additional 10 minutes. 

Pepermint Stick Pie 

4- 1/2 C. rice cereal 
1 C. (6-oz.) semi-sweet chocolate chips, 

melted 
2 qts. peppermint stick ice cream, 

softened 
Chocolate syrup 
Crushed peppermint candies 

Combine cereal and chocolate, mix well. 
Pressing into the bottom and up the sides 
of an ungreased 10-inch pie pan. Freeze 5 
minutes. Spoon ice cream into crust. 
Freeze until ready to serve. Top with 
chocolate syrup and candies. 

Sugar Cookies 
Ann Bosslet 

3 C. flour 
1 C. sugar 
1-1/2 tsp. baking powder 
1/2 tsp. salt 
1 C. margarine, softened 

1 egg 
2 T. milk 
1-1/2 tsp. vanilla 

Frosting: 
1 (3-oz.) pkg. softened cream cheese 
2 T. sour cream 
3 C. powdered sugar, sifted 
Food coloring 

Mix margarine, flour, sugar, baking pow¬ 
der and salt together. Beat egg with milk 
and vanilla. Add to flour mixture. Roll 
into a ball and wrap between wax paper 
and chill for 1 hour. When ready to make 
your cookies, roll a handful of dough be¬ 
tween 2 floured sheets of wax paper. Bake 
at 350° for 5-7 minutes. Frosting: Mix 
cream cheese with sour cream and pow¬ 
dered sugar. Tint with food coloring. 

Pecan Fudge Pie 

1-1/4 C. light corn syrup 
1/2 C. sugar 
1/3 C. baking cocoa 
1/2 C. flour 
5 eggs 
3 T. butter, softened 
1-1/2 tsp. vanilla 
1 C. pecans, chopped 
1 (9-inch) pie shell 

In a large mixing bowl, beat together all 
ingredients except pie shell and nuts. 
When smooth, add nuts. Pour into pie 
shell and bake at 350° for 55-60 minutes 
or until set. Cool. Serve with Cool Whip 
if desired. 

Corection: 
The Taste and See cookbook featured 
in the November issue can be ordered 
by contacting Peggy Fitch at 
fitch@hcis.net. 
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For back issues 

and recipies of 

Illinois Country 

Living, visit the 

Illinois 

Periodicals 

Online Project 

of the North¬ 

ern Illinois 

University 

Library at 

h ttp://wwwdib. niu. edu. 

Calling all cookbooks! 
Is your church or community organization sell- 

ing its own unique cookbook filled with favorite 
recipes of cooks in your area? If so, send your 
cookbook to Catrina Young, Illinois Country Liv¬ 

ing, P.O. Box 3787, Springfield, IL 62708. Please 

include the price of your cookbook plus postage 
costs and the name, address and telephone num¬ 

ber of the cooperative member we should contact 

for more information. 

Get your copy of Illinois Country Cooks Cookbook 
If you’re interested in ordering this fantastic cookbook, which is soft-backed, spiral bound and is filled 

with more than 400 family favorite recipes submitted by REC members and friends, just fill out the form 

below. The cost of the book is $14.95 plus $3 shipping and handling per copy. Make checks payable to Illi¬ 

nois Country Living. Send orders to the attention of Catrina Young, P.O. 
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ILLINOIS MARKETPLACE 

USED MEAT SAWS, slicers, grinders, ten- 
derizers and other butchering equipment. 
2615 South 1st, Springfield, Illinois. Phone 
(217) 522-3934. 

INSULATION — 4 x 8 sheets, foil-backed 
foam — also rolls of foil-bubble-pak 
insulation. All factory seconds. Contact Ken 
Nichols at (800) 424-1256. 

WANTED TO BUY: Standing timber and 
logs. Timber harvesting specialist. Direct 
markets for grade logs and veneer. Prices 
unbeatable. (618) 426-3065. 

WANTED TO BUY: Standing TIMBER. 
All species. Pay top price. Clear or select 
cut. Call (815) 434-4141. 

USED AND NEW restaurant and conces¬ 
sion EQUIPMENT. Ice machines, grills, 
fryers, sinks, poppers, ice cream machines, 
etc. Erio Sales, 2615 So. lst, Springfield, 1L. 
(217) 522-3934. 

PLAY GOSPEL SONGS by EAR! 10 
LESSONS $12.95. “Learn Gospel Music.” 
Chording, runs, fills - $12.95. Both $24. 
Guaranteed. Davidsons, 6727R1 Metcalf, 
Shawnee Mission, Kansas 66204. 

CUSTOM SAWMILLING with Portable 
Woodmizer. Your place or mine. Call Jim 
Virkler, (815) 692-2890. 

TRANQUILITY LLAMAS has a llama just 
for you! Need a sheep guard? Pet? Bred 
female? Stud? Young male or female? 
We’ve got them all, guaranteed to meet your 
needs, at affordable prices. We offer life¬ 
time “technical support” and FREE 
DELIVERY in Illinois. Come visit soon. 
Your llama is waiting! (309) 963-4553. 
www.tranquilityllamas.com. 

REMOVE LIMESCALE while conditioning 
your water naturally. GMX saves money — 
no salt, chemicals, extra plumbing or main¬ 
tenance ever! Money-back guarantee, life¬ 
time warranty. Distributors needed. 
(888) 357-7792. 

WANTED: All SPECIES TIMBER. 20 acres 
or more - Paul Jones, P.O. Box 608, Ridgway, 
IL 62979. (618) 272-3031. 

FIBERGLASS, CORRUGATED, 26-inch 
wide. 8-10-12 foot long. 8 ft.-$4. 12 ft.-$6. 
Large supply, all colors. Dongola, IL. 
(618) 827-4737. 

SWENEY’S LLAMAS: Breeding program: 
stud service only! Proven show quality 
offspring. ELITE GENETICS. Great fiber 
and conformation, registered. Avon, IL. 
(309) 465-3847. 

E-Z MATIC® PET DOORS. Totally 
weather-tight, quiet, safe, easy to install/ 
use. Sizes for any dog/cat. Also Heavy Duty 
Dog Doors. Free brochures. Call (715) 635- 
2644 or email tom@riversidespooner.com. 
Riverside Products W7909 Green Valley 
Road, Spooner, WI 54801. 

AUTHORIZED RAINBOW DISTRIBU¬ 
TOR. New and used rainbows. Repairs, 
supplies and service. Living air purifiers. 
L &. L Distributing, 116 S. Van Buren St., 
Newton, IL 62448. (877) 783-3755. 

FOR SALE: Used electric kilns and potter’s 
wheels for pottery and ceramics, 220 volt- 
one phase. Evenings: (217) 483-3223. 

WANTED TO BUY: LP’s, records, 45’s in 
good condition. Call (618) 724-9259. 

WANTED - TOY TRAINS: Lionel, 
American Flyer, Ives, Dorfan, Marx. 
Condition determines price. William E. 
Timpner, Pinckneyville, IL 62274 or call 
(618) 357-8112. 

WANTED to BUY: INDIAN ARTIFACTS 
of all kinds. One piece or entire collections 
(309) 543-3847 evenings or leave message. 

WANTED TO BUY: STANDING TIMBER. 
All species. Pay top prices. Call (217) 285- 
2760. 

GOOD CLEAN WORK CLOTHES (rental 
type). Shirts $2. Pants $3. Plus $7.95 
shipping and handling. K&.B Sales, Rt.l 
Box 52, Koshkonong, Mo. 65692. Toll free 
(866) 433-2228. 

Post Frame Buildings 

Screwed on 
metal at no 
extra cost. 

at affordable prices 
SPECIAL 

30 x 50 x 10 
Galvanized Enclosed 

Price includes 
material, 
delivery & 

construction. 

2x6 Ceiling Joists & Rafters 
$5,795 

Ask us about other specials. 
Call Toll Free: 877-789-0025 

www.stwconstruction.com 

DISCOUNT WALLPAPER. Lowest prices 
guaranteed. 400,000 rolls and borders in 
stock!! Call with book name or pattern 
numbers. Marion, IL. Toll free (877) 727- 
3780 or www.dwdd2000.com. 

USED PORTABLE SAWMILLS! Buy/Sell. 
Call Sawmill Exchange (800) 459-2148 or 
(205) 661-9821. http://www.saw 
millexch ange.com. 

Southern Illinois LOG CABIN RENTAL. 
Rustic log cabin in the heart of Shawnee 
forest for rent. All the comforts including 
large hot tub on outside deck. Located in 
Union County, Illinois. See at www.rustic 
hideawaycabins.com or call (618) 833-3386. 

HAWAII CONDO FOR RENT. On 
beautiful island of Molokai. 1900 sq. ft. 
2BR/2BA. Beautifully furnished, fully 
equipped with full lanai and hot tub. Only 
minutes walk to ocean and beautiful 
beaches. (309) 697-2169. Visit Web site 
www.molokai-condo.com. 

HEALTH 
INSURANCE 
**MAJOR MEDICAL** 

For: 
Self-Employed... 

Families...Individuals 

• $25 Co-Pay DOCTOR VISITS 
• $500 Yearly Maximum Wellness 

Services Per Person 
• $3 or $7 Million Lifetime Maximum 

Per Person 
• Brand Name/Generic Prescription 

Drugs 
• Popular PPO Doctors and Hospitals 
• In-Patient/Out-Patient Coverages 
• Emergency Room Benefit Option 
• Dental/Vision/Chiropractic Option 

(FORTIS Ins. Co. Rated: “A” by A.M. 
Best) 

it* Also offering LIFE INSURANCE 
*. and LONG-TERM CARE 

FORTIS 
Solid Partners, 

flexible solutions" 

Call Today For A QUOTE: 
PAUL DUNN 

(Licensed Insurance Agent) 
Toll Free: (888) 662-7788 

(The foregoing represents selected highlights of Fortis Insurance Company's health 
insurance products. For complete information, contact a Fortis Agent. Health insurance 
products underwritten and issued by Fortis Insurance Company based in Milwaukee.) 
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FILTER QUEEN/DEFENDER sales, ser¬ 
vice and supplies, factory authorized. In- 
home air filtration system since 1928, 
offering more consistent, allergen-free 
indoor air quality with our total home care 
system. For free information, call (800) 
753-5401 or write She-N-I, Inc., RR 1, 
Allendale, 1L. 62410. 

NOW AVAILABLE - BROTHERS NO¬ 
TORIOUS: The Sheltons by Taylor 
Pensoneau. A 320-page softcover book 
about Southern Illinois’ legendary Shelton 
Gang. Send $19.95 (includes tax and 
shipping) to Downstate Publications, 
P.O. Box 320, New Berlin, IL 62670. Web 
site: www.downstatepublications.com. 

BUILDING MATERIAL, INSULATED 
CONCRETE form homes. Heat and cool 
your home for up to 70% less. Withstand 
300 mph wind, www.amvicsystem.com 
(217) 237-4752. 

STORAGE BUILDINGS, CHILDREN’S 
PLAYSCAPES, trikes, wagons, gazebos, 
lawn furniture, lighthouses, composting 
toilets, outhouses, garden sheds. Hillside 
Hideaway, Goodfield. Call toll free 
(866) 556-8377 or see www.hillside 
hideaways.com. 

FOR SALE 6 + ACRES. $60,000. Pond 
frontage, some timber, near Litchfield’s 
Lake Yeager, 4 miles from WalMart, city 
water available. (217) 324-5093. 

STARBAND INTERNET networking 
help! MICROSOFT CERTIFIED Systems 
Engineer with specialty in StarBand 
Satellite and Windows connectivity issues. 
Reasonable rates. (309) 645-8347. 

HORSE BOARDING AVAILABLE. 
Sangamon River Ranch of Illiopolis. A 115 
acre horse facility for all of your horse 
boarding, training &. pleasure needs. Exit 
122-172. (217) 486-2145. 

WANTED: STANDING TIMBER, selec¬ 
tive harvesting. Henderson timber. Bruce 
D. Henderson. (217) 844-2379. 

MORTGAGE LENDING, SEARCHING 
for a LOAN? Give us the opportunity to 
beat your bank’s rate. Contract for Deed 
payoff. New purchases. Debt consolidation 
and cash out to 125%. 1st and 2nd mortgages. 
Home Equity line of credit. Conventional, 
V.A., first time homebuyer and non- 
conforming. 100% investment property 
purchase. Competitive Fannie Mae rates! 
No application fee. Call (800) 254-4431 
or (877) 579-8811 for a free consultation 
or prequalification. Priority One Financial, 
Inc., 1 Sunset Hills Executive Park, Suite 
101, Edwardsville, IL 62025. We are an 
Illinois Residential Mortgage Licensee and 
Equal Housing Lender. Member of I.A.M.B. 
& N.A.M.B. 

TURN BACK THE CLOCK 20 YEARS! 
PATENTED ReversAge Supplement! 
Breakthroughs in anti-aging research have 
yielded an exciting longevity formula that 
promises benefits to rival hGH. Three 
proprietary complexes in one easy-to-use 
supplement, ReversAge, delivers the most 
complete array of youth-promoting ele¬ 
ments available including SAM-e, 7KETO 
and Symbiotropin. You can expect to see 
improvements every month. Including: 
Weight Loss, Improved Muscle Tone and 
Body Contour, Strength and Endurance, 
Enhanced Sexual Function and Desire, 
Improved Skin Tone, Texture and Appear¬ 
ance as skin begins to thicken and become 
more elastic. Restoration of Hair Color. 
Improved Eyesight and greater emotional 
stability. Greater Resistance to Illness. 
Improvement with many serious health 
challenges. Build a multimillion $ business 
around our revolutionary products. 
Unconditional Money Back Guarantee! 
Ralph & Rita Taylor (888) 251-1538. 
www.redefinesuccess.com Passcode 
208405101. 

NEED ENERGY? Avoid B-12 shots! Make 
it simple, take under the tongue tablets. 
Toll free (877) 301-8460. 

ESTATE SALES: 25 years PRICING 
EXPERIENCE so you get the most for the 
estate you liquidate. (866) 223-6263. 
Serving all of Southern Illinois. 

CUSTOM SAWMILLING: Your logs cut 
to order. One or more. Anna, IL. (618) 
833-5886. 

WANTED TO BUY: STANDING 
TIMBER. All species. Highest prices paid. 
In business for 50 years. Paul Chancey 
Timber Co. Call (618) 549-5876. 

CEDAR HILL RIVER RESORT - New 
cedar cabins on Ohio River, Elizabethtown, 
IL. Nightly rentals, Jacuzzi, hot tub, full 
kitchens, TV, VCR, www.cedarhillriver 
resort.com. (217) 824-4257 or (217) 741- 
6474. 

ORGANIC FREEZER BEEF. Half, quar¬ 
ter and packages. Raised on certified 
organic pasture and feed. No hormones, 
GMOs or drugs. (618) 793-2060. 

STANDING TIMBER WANTED: All 
Species. Steve Walters Logging &. Export 
Inc., 390 W. Wachter, Galena, IL 61036. 
(815) 776-0181. 

PACIFIC WESTERN outdoor wood 
furnaces. Complete line of hydronic 
heating supplies and parts. Call 
COUNTRY COMFORT (888) 561-8232. 
Internet site: www.pacificwesterninc.com. 

SUSPENDER WEARERS! Frustrated 
with clips that constantly slip off your 
pants? Try our patented “no-slip clip.” 
FREE CATALOG (800) 700-4515. 
www.suspenders.com. 

ARE YOU RECEIVING MORTGAGE 
payments? Cash for your note, Free 
quotations. (800) 269-8510. 

OIL PORTRAITS AND LANDSCAPES 
painted from your favorite photo(s) by 
popular artist Becky Barker. Great gifts! 
Free brochure. (815) 635-3772. 

FOR SALE: REGISTERED CLYDES¬ 
DALES. 1 mare broke to ride and pull, 
foal at side. 2 filly, 1 year old stallion. Call 
(309) 275-1944. 

MINIATURE MEDITERRANEAN DON¬ 
KEYS. Pet, show and breeding quality. Gray 
duns, chocolates, spotteds. Proven 6 year- 
old spotted breeding jack. 1,000. Visitors 
welcome. (309) 647-7162. www.copper 
ascreek.com. 

MEAT GRINDERS, cubers, BUTCHER 
SUPPLIES, Catalog $2.00. The Home 
Processor, 4500 Ledan Rd. Ext., Gainesville, 
GA 30506. (770) 535-7381. www.Home- 
Processor.com. 

WINE: GALENA CELLARS VINEYARD 
And Winery. Producers and purveyors of 
quality wine for any occasion. Private 
labels, www.galenacellars.com. (815) 777- 
3330. Galena, Illinois. 

LARGEST PATIO SHOWROOM in 
SOUTHERN Illinois. Replacement win¬ 
dows, vinyl fence, decks, railing, cedar 
children’s play sets, and (of course) garage 
doors. Anderson Overhead Door. (618) 
985-6776. 

CHRISTIAN HEALTHCARE: Alternative 
to health insurance with excellent 
benevolent benefits. More information, call 
(815) 692-3805. Not for profit. 

LLAMA WEANLINGS $175 and REGIS¬ 
TERED LLAMAS for $200 and up. Raised 
from healthy, quality stock. (618) 783- 
2169 or email llamas@shawneelink.net. 

OAK DAIRY BARN for sale. West of 
Dongola, IL. (573) 471-2611. 
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TAKE a 3-day MINI VACATION at Cave 
In Rock, IL Motel. Call (618) 289-3296 
for brochure. See the cave the movie How 
The West Was Won was made in. 

WANTED to BUY: STANDING TIMBER. 
All species. Clear or select cut. Pay top 
prices. Have direct markets. Call collect 
(937) 750-7161. 

SICK CAMPER REFRIGERATOR? Spe¬ 
cializing in rebuilding cooling units. New 
and used units available. Camper repair. 
Crutcher’s RV, Cropsey, IL. (309) 377- 
3721. 

JD 15kw generator - 20kw Winco - 12kw 
Winpower 3ph - 30kw Winco - All PTOs 
w/shaft and trailer. (815) 492-2106. Cell 
(815) 289-4015. 

WANTED: IH CUB CADETS, looking for 
older Cubs and attachments. Running or 
not. Also looking for IH Farmall H&M 
parts. Call Mike at (217) 459-2223. 

AMERICAN BOBTAIL KITTENS. Silver 
and brown tabbies, wild look, tufted ears. 
TICA/CFA registered PetNet ,Pet by Net. 
ambob.com. $200. (217) 324-2678. 

STACK CHAIRS - good used with 
cushion seat and back. One to 1200 for $8 
each. (217) 522-3934 or (217) 483-3223. 

Are you interested in HOME-BASED 
BUSINESS? Representing a company with 
integrity, family values and genuine con¬ 
cern for others, while also making a great 
income? Leading 13-year-old Food Science 
Company, publicly held, looking for people 
with a heart for helping people. Inquiries 
call: Sabrina Walsh, (888) 545-9797 or 
www.redefinesuccess.com password 
45854501. 

Eliminate your home fuel bill with an 
EMPYRE OUTDOOR WOOD FUR¬ 
NACE. 304 stainless steel, 20 yr. warranty. 
Midwest Waterstoves (217) 654-3302. 

FRANCHISE INCOME without FRAN¬ 
CHISE INVESTMENT. Network program 
featuring weight-loss, anti-aging and 
nutritional products. Well-established 
company. Steve and Lisa Tegeler. (877) 
521-1571 toll free. Uloselbs2@yahoo.com 
or visit www.futurebuzz.com/getasil. 

For sale: NEW RASCAL ELECTRIC 
SCOOTER. 302/LE $2,000. Hydraulic lift 
included. (618) 382-7706. 

FREE GASOLINE FOR LIFE, www.voisard 
gas.appgas.com. 

WILL BUY: INDIAN ARTIFACTS, any 
number of pieces, will do estate estimates, 
5%. (309) 699-9340. 

LLAMAS - AFFORDABLE. Small, select 
herd handled daily to develop gentle and 
trusting personalities. All colors/sizes. 
Support after sale. Will deliver. Visitors 
welcome. (618) 351-1337. 

MOBILE HOMES MOVED, tear down, 
transport and setups, licensed and insured. 
Gordon Spradlin Mobile Home Service. 
Pittsfield, IL. (217) 285-4336 or (217) 370- 
2629. 

ENJOY A TRADITIONAL FRUITCAKE. 
Treat yourself and those on your holiday 
gift list to the delicious taste of handmade 
2 1/2 lb. Fruitcake. Our cakes have no 
citron, filler, or mixes; just plenty of pecans, 
cherries, pineapple and raisins. We have 
been in business for 50 years and mail 
nationwide. About 98% who try it-like it- 
we almost guarantee it! Give us a try. Jinks 
Traditional Fruitcake, Columbus, KS (620) 
597-2603 or www.traditionalfruitcake.com. 

WORM CASTINGS: NATURAL OR¬ 
GANIC FERTILIZER for houseplants, gar¬ 
dens and starting seeds. 100 lbs./$30. Call 
(618) 987-2759 after 5:00 p.m. 

REMOVE burnt-out or no-count MOBILE 
HOMES. Gordon Spradlin Mobile Home 
Service. Pittsfield, IL. (217) 285-4336 or 
(217) 370-2629. 

WEDDING and EVENING GOWNS and 
accessories. 30% to 50% off retail. New 
designers and designer knock-offs. Sizes 4 
to 32. Call Lana for appointment. 
(217) 621-5236. 

AKC COCKER SPANIEL CUTIES. Vet 
checked, shots, wormed. Great tem¬ 
peraments. Phone (309) 747-3222. 

See the POWERHOUSE! Over 2100 sq. 
ft., 4 bedroom, 2 baths only $49,900! Only 
at IVY GATE HOMES. Just north of 
Carbondale on Hwy 51. (618) 549-3733. 

AUTOGRAPHS-Big band leaders, vocalists. 
Eisenglass jewelry (1930-40s). Rare 
seashells. Many LP records. (618) 457- 
8561. 

'WARM FRIENDLY') SANGAMON RADIANT 
WIRSBO aqua pex tubing products 
for agricultural, commercial shop 
floors and homes Made in the USA 

(217)522-3934 • FAX (217)522-3933 
Evening (217)483-3223 John D. McMillan - Owner 

WANTED: Older model male and female 
store mannequins. Contact Iroquois 
County Historical Society and Museum. 
(815) 432-2215. 10:30 to 4:30 M-F. 

WANTED: ILLINOIS DEER PINS for 
1979,1981,1982, 1983, 1985, 1989. Please 
call (217) 857-3681. 

TI MESH ARE BARGAIN - Kimberling 
Inn on Tablerock Lake just minutes from 
Branson, Missouri. Red time allows use 
anytime. Enjoy boating, fishing, great 
entertainment. (309) 346-5277. 

FOR SALE - 25’ X 26’ STEEL BLDG. 
$4,500. Assembly required. Call between 
1 p.m. and 10 p.m. (618) 742-8104. 

FOR SALE: SINGER QUILTING MA¬ 
CHINE. Older, but in good condition. 
$850.(618) 625-5111. 

PERRY SPRINGS WALKERS - Tennessee 
walking horses. 13 head for sale. All ages, 
sizes, color and prices. (217) 236-3031. 

FOR SALE: A bundle of red oak lumber, 
can load. $390. (618) 842-9588. 

LAKE OF EGYPT HOME. WATERVIEW 
2 bedroom ranch style, 935 sq. ft. ,vinyl 
siding, 1 car garage, 27’ above ground pool, 
3 lots. $56,000. (618) 982-9492. 

SUPERIOR GRAIN BINS. 8,000 bushel 
dryer bin, 13,000 bushel storage bin. 
$7,500. (641) 636-2118. 

CONTRACT FOR DEED. Large lot for 
sale in Parumph, Nevada. Advertised the 
fastest growing town in the United States. 
(217) 734-2196 or Ottwell@KCDS.net. 

OLD BIG RED BARN for sale. West of 
Mt. Carmel, II (618) 263-3794. 
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Classified Ad Order Form 

Enclosed is for the ad copy below to run times starting with the 
Charges for each month’s insertion, co-op members: $8 for the first 20 words or less and 30 cents per additional word. 
Non-members: $1.20 per word with a $24 minimum for 20 words or less. 

All ads must be in one paragraph form. No centered separate sheet if needed. Include your name, ad- 
copy. Maximum of four all-capital words per ad _ dresg and phone number. I am a member of 

• Check/cash/money order payable to Illinois electric cooperative. 
Country Living and member s address label must . publisher reserves the right to reject any adver- 
accompany order. tisement 

• Please type or print your ad neatly. You may use a 

Mail to: Illinois Marketplace, Illinois Country Living 
P.O. Box 31&1m Springfield, IL 62708 

Deadline for February issue: December 15 

SPINNERS and WEAVERS FIBER FEST, 
Labor Day weekend. Information: Clyde 
Burch, Wool Street, Bethel, MO 63434, plus 
RARE BREEDS sale, worldsheep 
fest.com. 

HORSE DRAWN dirt slip SCRAPER, all 
wood except frame and blade. Good 
condition. (815) 269-2592. 

HEY LADY! Your TIN SNIPS are showing! 
- a novel by Illinois author chronicles the 
life as a sheet metal apprentice. $15.99 
(includes S&H) - SynergEbooks, 1235 Flat 
Shoals Rd, King, NC 27021. Toll free 
(888) 812-2533. More info: www.synerg 
Ebooks.com or www.bluecollargal. 
homestead.com. 

FOR SALE: Two good-looking 1 yr. colts: 
1 yr. Bay colt and 1 yr. Paint colt. Vera. 
(217) 844-2379. 

FOR SALE: 1CH 2 row CORN PLANTER 
$60 restorable. Also 18 ft. old stair banister, 
real good shape $160. (618) 443-3733. 

WANTED: OLD MODEL KITS. Airplane, 
boat and cars. Also gas powered airplane 
and cars. Will buy large or small collections. 
(217) 675-2093 or (217) 473-7113. 

LOTUS SEEDS (12, yellow) and the secret 
to growing them! Send $5 to B.J. Adams, 
RR4 Box 347, Barnhill, IL 62837. Postage 
paid (shipping) N. Pentapetala. 

NEED LOCAL WORKERS from HOME. 
Earn weekly income. (618) 776-5486. 

BEAGLE PUPS FOR SALE. Purebred, 
8 weeks old. Makes excellent rabbit dogs. 
(618) 445-2809. 

CENTRAL FLORIDA HOME. 16X56 
2 bedroom, 2 bath, $22,000. Small town 
atmosphere, but in the country. 1 mile from 
Rt. 27. Call (863) 635-4302 or (618) 439- 
2311. 

HORSES: 7 BABIES, 5 YEARLINGS, 4 
2-year-olds. Good quality. $800 each. 
LaRose, IL (309) 399-8991. 

PRE PAID GAS CARD. Save 25C-30C per 
gallon. Above avg. income opportunity. For 
3 min. overview call toll free (877) 894- 
0425. 

SAVE UP TO 57% on monthly bills. FREE, 
non-profit debt help. Be treated with 
honesty, understanding and respect. 
CareOne (800) 570-3021 (toll free) 
www.careonecredit.com. 

D-STAT ELIMINATES STATIC ELEC¬ 
TRICITY on many surfaces. It can be used 
on industrial and farm equipment, clean 
rooms, floors and anywhere static elec¬ 
tricity is a problem. Easy application. Call 
(630) 207-0368. 

FOR SALE: 60 ACRE OIL lease and 
production with 2 producing wells in 
White County. (618) 407-0347. 

POLICE IMPOUNDS! Cars/trucks/ 
SUVs from $500. Hondas, Chevys, Jeeps, 
Toyotas, Fords, etc. For listings call 
(800) 319-3323 ext. C277. 

BUY FORECLOSED HOMES FROM 
$10,000. Bankruptcies, REO, VA, FHA and 
HUD listings. Call (800) 319-3323 ext. 
F981. 

$$PAYING CASH for older Wurlitzer, 
Rockola, Seeburg, AMI Jukeboxes, slot, soda 
machines. Fender, Gibson, Martin, Gretsch 
GUITARS. Movie Posters. (636) 978-2788. 

Mobile Home 
Owners: ROOF KING 

Mobile Home Super Insulated 
Roof Over Systems   

40 Year Warranty 
Factory Direct From Roof King 

1 -800-748-0645 
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DATEBOOK 

1, Holiday Pet Portraits at Eckert’s Country 
Store and Farms in Belleville. Capture your 
holiday memories for a lifetime with professional 
portraits of your pets, children or the entire 
family by Gary Fitzgerald of Rustic Originals. 
Santa will be there, making your day merry and 
bright! From 10 a.m.-3 p.m. A portion of the 
proceeds will benefit the Belleville Area Humane 
Society. (618) 476-7429. 

2, Christmas Event in downtown Marshall. 
Come and see a parade, a decorated window 
contest, a Christmas drive-thru, and have break¬ 
fast with Santa. 

5, Downtown Living Windows in Kewanee. 
5:30-7:30 p.m. Live presentations will be in 
downtown store windows depicting favorite 
holiday scenes. There will be carolers, bell choirs, 
food, Santa Claus, a community Christmas tree 
and much more. (309) 852-2175. 

7-8, Lunch with Santa on the Train in 
Monticello. Ride the train and visit with Santa. 
A great time will be had by the entire family. 
Truly a holiday tradition. (800) 952-3396. 

7-8, Christmas on the Square “The Magic 
of Christmas” in downtown Cambridge. 
Magicians, jugglers, Sugar Plums, Christmas 
in a Cup, free wagon rides, gingerbread house 
contest, Dickens of a Christmas, Frosty the 
Snowman, Santa and Mrs. Claus, music, food 
and much more. (309) 937-5474. 

8, Christmas in the Village throughout down¬ 
town Elizabeth. Caroling by local church choirs, a 
parade of decorated sleds, Santa at the Railroad 
Caboose (2:30 p.m.), gift wrapping contest, activities at the Apple River Fort, an open house at the Great Western Train Depot 
and a luminaria at dusk. (815) 858-3688. 

14, Breakfast With Santa at the Marengo Park District Nature Center in Marengo. Free. 9-11 a.m. Children up to 8-years-old 
can enjoy a light breakfast and visit with Santa, enter a coloring contest, get a free photo and a personalized ornament. 
(815) 568-5126 or www.marengoparkdistrict.com. 

14 and 21, Brunch with Santa at Eckert’s Country Store and Farms in Belleville. Santa arrives at Eckert’s in country fashion 
on a tractor and wagon. Join Santa for a tasty, kid-pleasin’ brunch. Children will love the holiday sing-along. Each child will 
receive a framed photo with the jolly guy, a special gift and have their face painted. Weather permitting, Santa will take all for 
a ride on his wagon. Admission will be charged. (618) 233-0513 or www.eckerts.com. 

4, Annual Solstice Hike at Hennepin 
Canal Parkway State Park in Sheffield. 
5 p.m. Join an interpreter for a walk 
along the canal in celebration of the win¬ 
ter solstice. You may see a very “wintery” 
moonrise and animal tracks. (815) 454- 
2328. 

5-8, “A Christmas Carol” performed 
at Southeastern Illinois College in 
Harrisburg. The 5-7th at 7:30 p.m. The 8th 

at 2 p.m. (618) 252-5400. 

6-7, The 13th Annual Holiday Home 
Tour in Taylorville. Landmark homes, 
festooned for the holidays and open for 
public touring. Shop for unique treasures 
at artisans’ marketplace, enjoy live music 
at homes, sample complimentary con¬ 
fections and take advantage of special 
promotions at shops on the square. Friday 
10 a.m.-8 p.m. Saturday 10 a.m.-6 p.m. 
(217) 824-2194. 

6-7, Christmas in Petersburg in 
Petersburg. You are invited to an old 
fashioned Christmas. You’ll find gifts, 
antiques and home decorating ideas at 
shops and nearby garden centers. 

6-8, “The Best Christmas Pageant 
Ever” at Sinsinawa Mound Theatre 
northwest of Galena. Main Street Players 
Theatre Company presents a live produc¬ 
tion of this classic Christmas story. 
Adults $10, students $5. (815) 777-2787. 
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7-8, Create-A- 
Holiday-Wreath at 
Eckert’s Country 
Store and Farms in 
Belleville. Enjoy the 
beauty of the season 
with a live wreath 
designed and 
decorated by your 
own hands. We 
provide the materials 
and guidance to cre¬ 
ate this lovely gift or 
cherished decoration 
for your home. 
(618) 233-0513 or 
www.eckerts.com. 

6-8, and 13-15, “A Christmas Story” 
at Manestage Theatre in Havana. Ralphie 
Parker’s quest to get a genuine Red Ryder 
BB gun under the tree for Christmas. All 
of the elements of the beloved motion 
picture are here! Adults $7, seniors and 
students $5. Fridays and Saturdays at 7 p.m. 
Sundays at 2 p.m. (309) 543-GRRR. 

7, White Owl Winery Murder Mystery 
Dinner at White Owl Winery in Flat 
Rock. From 5:30- 9:30 p.m. “A Sleuthing 
We Will Go.” It’s Christmas, and all of your 
favorite detectives will be here. Optional 
dress: It’s the holidays! Get out the fancy 
stuff! The show includes an Amish buffet 
dinner, one complimentary glass of wine 
and a souvenir glass. (618) 928-2898 or 
www.whiteowlwinery.com. 

7, The Annual Lucia Fest Celebration 
at the Evangelical Covenant Church of 
Paxton. 9 a.m.-l p.m. Activities include 
brunch, serving an assortment of 
Swedish foods, such as pancakes, Swedish 
potato sausage, lingonberries, egg coffee, 
Swedish cheeses, rice pudding, fruit soup, 
rye bread, rolls and cookies; a bazaar, 
featuring Swedish and other country 
crafted items made by members and friends 
of the church; and a bake sale, including 
Swedish and other baked goods, such as 
tea rings, rye bread, candy and homemade 
peanut brittle. (217) 379-3554. 

7, The Annual Red Hill Christmas 
Craft Show at the Lawrence County 4-H 
Center in Sumner. Crafters from three 
states will have a wide variety of 
handcrafted wares. Home cooked food 
will be provided by the Lawrence County 
Junior Fairboard. Show times are 
9 a.m.-4 p.m. (618) 936-2439 or 
jimschultz@lawrencecountyfair.org. 

7, Christmas Parade in downtown 
Metropolis. (800) 949-5740. 

7,Christmas Musical Performance 
in Elkhart. Begin the season with 
traditional Christmas music presented by 
Madrigal Singers and Celtic Harps at the 
Gillett Chapel on Elkhart Hill. Tickets 
are $10. (217) 947-2238. 

7, Mistletoe Ball at Turner Hall in 
Galena. 8 p.m.-12 a.m. Victorian-style ball 
with a live 10-piece orchestra, elegant 
hors d’oeuvres and desserts, raffle prizes 
and cash bar. Cocktail party clothes 
or period costume. $50 per person. 
Reservations required. (815) 777-9129. 

11, Holidays Around the World 
at Elgin Community College Visual 
and Performing Arts Center in 
Elgin. 7:30 p.m. (847) 214-7240 or 
www.elgin.edu/news/ vpac. 

13-14, Lucia Nights (Festival of Lights) 
at Bishop Hill State Historic Site in 
Bishop Hill. Enjoy coffee and sweets served 
in museums and shops. Carolers will 
stroll the village walks. (309) 937-1255. 

13-15, Holiday Ball in Bloomington. 
(309) 452-3381. 

14, Demo Day at Chestnut Mountain 
Resort near Galena. All ages are invited 
to demo snowshoes. Free. No lift ticket 
required. (815) 776-9075. 

14, Taste of Christmas in Galena. Tour 
the parlors of Galena’s bed-and-breakfasts. 
Four homes will be decorated for the 
holidays and attended by innkeepers in 
period costumes. Live music. Baked goods 
for sale. $1 per person per home. Maps 
will be available at the Depot Visitor 
Information Center. (815) 777-0336. 

14, Sing For The Holidays at Eckert’s 
Country Store and Farms in Belleville. 
Enjoy the lovely sounds of area school 
children and youth choirs as they per¬ 
form traditional and festive holiday 
carols. 9 a.m.-12 p.m. (618) 233-0513. 

15, Olde Tyme Christmas at Fort 
Massac State Park in Metropolis. 1-4 p.m. 
Enjoy 1700s decorations with period 
music and refreshments. (618) 524-9321. 

15, Keeping Christmas at the Apple 
River Fort State Historic Site in Elizabeth. 
Experience the sights, smells and sounds 
of an 1830s Christmas. Costumed inter¬ 
preters will demonstrate candle dipping, 
sausage making, target shooting and many 
other winter activities. Hot cider will be 
served around warming fires. Visitors 
may make 19th century ornaments. Free. 
(815) 858-2028. 

31, White Owl Winery Murder Mystery 
Dinner at White Owl Winery in Flat 
Rock. 5:30-9:30 p.m. “2003! A Space 
Oddity!” It’s all your favorite, and not 
so favorite space movies rolled into one 
evening. Can the earth be saved before the 
New Year? Optional dress: like your favorite 
space character. The show includes an 
Amish buffet dinner, one complimentary 
glass of wine and a souvenir glass. (618) 
928-2898 or www.whiteowlwinery.com. 

Illinois Country Living pub¬ 
lishes event listings as space 
allows, giving preference to 
events of regional or statewide 
interest. Event listings are 
provided by the event sponsors 
and the Illinois Bureau of 
Tourism. The magazine 
assumes no responsibility for 
the accuracy of information 
submitted for publication and 
advises calling ahead to con¬ 
firm dates and times. To be 
considered for inclusion, send 
listings and photographs (If 
sending photographs please 
include self-addressed 
stamped envelope) to Illinois 
Datebook, Illinois Country 
Living, PO Box 3787, 
Springfield, IL 62708-3787. 
The deadline for submission 
is 45 days prior to the pub¬ 
lication date. 
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Frustrated with Skyrocketing 
Energy BillsP 
Save up to 60O/° on heating, cooling, & hot water with a geothermal system from WaterFurnace 

Call an independent WaterFurnace Dealer near you for a 
Free Energy Analysis to see how much you can save. 
Special electric rates may also be available. 

Albert Service Heating & Air Conditioning 
Lincoln 217-735-9990 

Arnold Brothers Heating & Cooling 
Macomb 309-833-2852 

BEL-0 Sales & Service, Inc. 
Belleville 618-235-6626 
Columbia 618-281-8118 

Boyce Electric 
Cissna Park 815-457-2700 

Brooks Heating & Cooling 
Waterloo 618-939-3232 

Columbia 618-281-8272 

Collins Plumbing & Heating 
Springfield 217-793-8031 
Petersburg 217-632-3670 

D & C Sheetmetal 
Marion 618-997-6577 

Den-Son Inc. Cooling & Heating 
Brighton 618-372-8375 

Design Air Heating & Air Conditioning 
Decatur 217-429-1105 

1-800-452-7845 

Easley Mechanical 
Canton 309-647-3450 

Electro Electric 
Flora 618-662-4520 

Energy Specialists 
Toluca 800-782-7491 

Frost Cooling & Heating 
Normal 309-862-2571 

G-M Mechanical 
Canton 309-647-5700 

Hinrichsen 
Goodfield 309-965-2604 

Holloway Heating & Air Conditioning 
ML Vernon 618-242-5481 

Houston Plumbing 
Paxton, Gibson City 

1-800-379-2165 

Hoveln Heating & Cooling 
Thomasboro 217-643-2125 

Jansen s Heating & Air Conditioning 
Effingham 217-347-5223 

Jeckel Plumbing & Heating 
Delavan 309-244-8265 

Kupferschmid, Inc. 
Pontiac 815-842-3812 
Forrest 815-657-8147 

Lane Systems Inc. 
Sullivan 217-728-8080 

LD Mechanical Contractors, Inc. 
Charleston 217-345-9633 

Macari Service Center 
Shelbyville 217-774-4214 

Pana 217-562-3631 

McCords Heating & Air Conditioning 
West Frankfort 618-932-3745 

Middleton Heating & Cooling Inc. 
Cobden 618-893-2821 

Mike’s Heating & Air 
Vienna 618-695-2756 

Metropolis 618-524-3270 

Peters Heating & Air 
Conditioning, Inc. 
Quincy 217-222-1368 

Pittfield 217-285-1600 

R & M Electric 
Watseka 815-432-4062 

Snell’s Plumbing & Heating 
Virden 217-965-3911 

Litchfield 217-324-4560 

Toennies Service Co. 
Damiansville 618-248-5130 

Tracy Electric 
Lawrenceville 618-943-2243 

Triangle Heating & Cooling 
Tuscola 217-253-5400 

Turczyn Heating & Air Conditioning 
Peru 815-223-0715 

Williams Air Conditioning 
& Heating, Inc. 
Murphysboro 618-684-3606 

Steelville 618-965-2040 

Wm. Masters Inc. 
Bloomington, IL 309-662-8481 

Yard Heating & Cooling 
Taylorville 217-824-4737 

Miww.waterfuniace.cam Geothermal Heating and Cooling. Affordable by Nature. 



“Nothing to buy Clean your home 
for a month on me. Then you decide!” 

Introducing my new Greek XL' with the Violet Blue Dirt Search.* It’s hotel 

strong, still only 8 lbs, with an incredible lO year housing warranty! 

Or mail in this coupon today or visit Oreck.com EPC 

□ Yes, please call me to arrange a free 30'day home trial of the new 
Greek XL2 and send me a $100 Greek Cord Free Speed Iron" just 
to Take the Greek Challenge." I understand I will receive the 
Super Compact Canister free with purchase of the Greek XL2. 

□ Send me a free information kit on the amazing 8Tb. Greek XL2. 
□ Include details of Greek’s ll-month Interest Free Payment Plan. 

Name   

Address_ 

City  State 

To prove to you that my new, 40th Anniversary 84b. Greek XL2 is one of the best 

investments you can make in home care appliances today—Take the Greek Challenge.n'1 Try 

my Greek XL2 in your home for a full month, without obligation and Lll give you my Greek Cord 

Free Speed Iron® as a gift. Imagine ironing without a cord. You’ll cut ironing time in half. That’s 

right, this $100 Cord Free Iron is free whether you keep my Greek XL2 or not. 

Hi, I’m David Greek. I never put my name on anything that isn’t the best. And my 40th 

Anniversary Greek XL2, with new 24'bar technology, is incredibly powerful with twice the 

motor life of my previous models. And my previous models have lasted 25 years! Odds are you’ll 

go through three other vacuums in the time you own one Greek XL2. 

But the best part is the beautiful job it does on carpets and bare 

floors. The Greek XL2 has high-speed roller brushes which whirl at 6,500 

rpm to not only remove deeply embedded dirt, but restore the life and lus¬ 

ter to your carpets the first time you use it. I guarantee it. The Greek XL2 

glides from room to room and up and down stairs, under and around beds and 

furniture with little effort. Go from thick carpets to bare floors without 

manual adjustments. Pick up sand from tile and marble. It’s hypo-allergenic, 

trapping 99.7°/o of all particles as small as 1/lOOth the width of a human hair, 

including mold spores, pollen, pet dander and dust mites. And the Greek XL2 

now features wraparound ultra-bright headlights. When you buy my Greek 

XL2 you get a complete system. Because I’ll give you my Super Compact 

Canister Vac, with 8 attachments, absolutely free with purchase. 

It’s a $165 value. 

Strong Enough To Pick 

Up A 16-lb. Bowling BallV 

It’s the perfect above-the 

floor vacuum. Call now. 

Clean your home for 

30 days on me. Then 

you decide. 

1-800-388-4065 ext. BP477 

My $165 Super Compact Canister 
Vac is FREE with the purchase of 
an Greek XL2! And my $100 Cord 
Free Speed Iron is yours FREE just 
for trying this remarkable vacuum! 

Tel ( e-mail 

ORECK 
Nothing gets by an Greek.® L ©2002 ORECK HOLDINGS, LLC. All Rights Reserved 
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