


Both sides of the louvered hood 
open smoothly. The engine is 
authentically recreated in 
extraordinary detail. 

You can adjust the wind vanes 
... just like the original. 

Incredible Value! 
The Model A was a breakthrough car for 

Henry Ford. It offered “roaring 20’s” style and 
unmatched performance. Within hours of its 
introduction, millions flooded showrooms just 
to get a glimpse at Ford’s masterpiece! 

Prized by collectors worldwide, the ’31 Ford 
is one of the most sought after Fords ever created! 
Now, for a limited time. Ford’s historic mile¬ 
stone is available from Fairfield Mint at only 
$34.99. 

Incredible 
Details! 

You will enjoy 
the many true-to-life 
details captured in this 
hefty, 1:18 scale die- 
cast metal replica! 
Lift either side of the 
louvered hood to reveal 
the authentically repro¬ 
duced engine. 

Handmade from over 
100 precision parts, 
your replica includes 
two spare tires topped 
by side view mirrors 
and adjustable wind 
vanes. Your Model A 
will be the showpiece 
of your collection and 
the envy of your 
friends... guaranteed! 

The working rumble seat is 
guaranteed to bring back fond 
memories of the open road. 

60 Day No Risk 
Evaluation 
As always, your complete 

satisfaction is guaran¬ 
teed. Don’t miss your 
opportunity to own 

beautiful replica. 
Order today! 

The hood, doors and 
rumble seat open smoothly! 
The steering wheel even turns the front wheels. 

Cll/VITI'I) BY HAND OF 
SOLID DIE-CAST METAL 

□ One replica for $34.99 + $5.00 S&H 

SAVE! 
□ Two or more for $32.49 + $4.00 S&H ea. 

If I am not completely satisfied, I may 
return my replica(s) within 60 days of 
receipt for a full refund or replacement. 

City  j State ‘ Zip   

Please enclose one of the following as payment: 

□ Check or Money Order (Payable to Fairfield Mint) Qty.  

□ MasterCard □ Visa □ Discover Signature   

C.C. #  : ‘ ’ Exp. Date 

Please allow 2 to 6 weeks after payment for shipment. MCD26213 62 
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10 Generation Next 

Corn Belt Energy Corporation, 

Bloomington, is one of several Illinois 

co-ops trying to control power supply 

and rates by installing their own gen¬ 

eration capacity. On the cover, Ron 

Hopkins, director of distribution/auto¬ 

mation for Corn Belt, watches as a peaking 

unit is lowered into place. Corn Belt's plans to demonstrate new clean coal 

technology will also help Illinois coal miners. 

Circulation Coordinator 

Illinois Country Living is a monthly 
publication serving the communica¬ 
tions needs of 21 locally owned, not- 
for-profit Illinois electric cooperatives. 
More than 160,000 families receive 
the magazine as part of their electric 
cooperative membership. Monthly 
columns and storiesprovide informa¬ 
tion about topics and issues that af¬ 
fect the quality of their lives. 

Illinois Country Living (USPS 
number 258-420) is published 
monthly and is the official publication 
of the Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives, 6460 South Sixth 
Frontage Road, Springfield, IL 62707. 
The cost is $2.40 plus postage per year 
for members of subscribing coopera¬ 
tives and $5 per year for all others. 
Periodical postage paid at Springfield, 
Illinois, and additional mailing offices. 

POSTMASTER: Send address 
changes to: Illinois Country Living, 
P.O. Box 3787, Springfield, Illinois 
62708. 

CO-OP MEMBERS: When requesting 
an address change, please include the 
name of your cooperative. 
Telephone: (217) 529-5561 

DEPARTK 
4 ILLINOIS COMMENTARY 

Larry Keene, director of value enhanced products, GROWMARK, Inc., says bio¬ 

technology is leading us to the edge of a brave new frontier in agriculture. 

6 ILLINOIS CURRENTS 
Give your home’s energy use an audit, and find out why winter energy prices are 

expected to remain high. 

14 SAFETY AROUND YOUR HOME 
Keep your septic tank maintained with proper cleaning. 

16 YOUR YARD AND GARDEN 
Learn how to maintain your houseplant’s vitality this winter. 

Advertising and editorial inquiries 
should be directed to Illinois 
Country Living, P.O. Box 3787, 
Springfield, Illinois 62708. National 
advertising representative: The Weiss 
Group, 14826 North 54'1’ Place, Suite 
101, Scottsdale, AZ 85254 (602) 482- 
8844. Acceptance of advertising by 
ICL does not imply endorsement by 
the publisher or the electric co¬ 
operatives of Illinois of the product 
or service advertised. Advertisers are 
screened by the publisher and every 
effort is made to protect the sub¬ 
scriber, but ICL is not responsible for 
the performance of the product or 
service advertised. 

EDITORS: Articles appearing in 
Illinois Country Living may be 
reprinted upon consent of the 
editor. For permission phone (217) 
529-5561 or write to John Lowrey, 
editor, Illinois Country Living, P.O. 
Box 3787, Springfield, IL 62708. 

Touchstone Energy " 

18 TODAY S TECHNOLOGY AND YOU 
Strong, sturdy and energy efficient room additions for your home. 

22 ILLINOIS’ FINEST COOKING 
This January, snuggle up next to a cozy fire with your special someone and a nice 

cup of Hot Cocoa from the recipe collection of Calvary Baptist Church of Canton. 

Wake your family up with the aroma of fresh sweet Cinnamon Rolls from the 

recipe collection of the First Christian Church of Cowden. 

29 ILLINOIS DATEB00K 
Enjoy a great winter outdoor activity 

during Eagle Watching Days in 

Meredosia. And if being outside in 

the winter is not your forte, bring your 

family to the Indoor Bluegrass Music 

Festival in Quincy. 
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Illinois 

COMMENT™ 
Understanding the benefits biotechnology 

We are on the edge of a brave new frontier made 
possible by biotechnology in agriculture. The re¬ 

sults will be more dramatic than improvements from 
decades of traditional crop and livestock breeding pro¬ 
grams. The difference is that biotechnology will enable 

more rapid improvements. 
What is biotechnology? 

It is the introduction of 
DNA from one species to 
another, from one plant to 
another, from one animal 
to another, or from a plant 
to an animal, or vice versa. 

Genetically modified or¬ 
ganisms (GMOs) are “en¬ 
hanced” with the desired 
traits to produce: 
• healthier foods, 

• pharmaceuticals that fight cancer and other 
diseases, 

• crops that are more environmentally friendly, and 
• crops for industrial uses. 

With biotechnology scientists are able to insert 
“desired traits” into existing agricultural plants and 
animals. One of the results is that healthier foods are 
being developed. “Golden rice” is an example of one 
of these genetically modified crops with higher levels 
of beta-carotene and vitamin A. 

With improved taste and other traits, more soy 
protein is being added to American diets. As a result, 
American Heart Association research shows that the 
addition of 6.25 grams of soy protein a day reduces 
human cholesterol by 10 - 15 percent, and soy prod- 

Larry Keene is director, value enhanced products for 

GROWMARK, Inc. He is responsible for evaluating 
value-enhanced products for the FS System. To gain con¬ 

tracts for farmers he is in contact with technology buyers, 
major grain companies, and food processors. 

The opinions and views of guest commentators are their own and may not 
represent those of the Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives or the 
electric co-ops of Illinois. 

ucts reduce heart disease and prostate and breast can¬ 
cers. 

Antibodies from transgenic (genetically altered) 
corn fight against cancer. An anti-tooth decay product 
is being tested now from a genetically modified to¬ 
bacco plant. When applied by your dentist or used in 
a mouthwash it will prevent or reduce tooth decay for 
three to five years. 

An additional health benefit being developed 
from transgenic goats is a blood clotting-agent for use 
in human surgeries. 

In the area of industrial uses, biotechnology is de¬ 
veloping agricultural crops to make: 
• natural colors in cotton instead of using dyes that 

can be an environmental hazard, 
• cotton with increased strength to weave a denser 

cloth for natural resistance to wrinkling, 
• carbohydrate-based plastics to make carpeting that 

is biodegradable, and 
• biodegradable plastics for diapers, an improve¬ 

ment over today’s disposable diapers that take up 
to 14 percent of our landfill space and could still 
be there a hundred years from now. 
How is this new technology regulated? The 

United States has three highly respected federal agen¬ 
cies charged with regulating biotechnology and safe¬ 
guarding our food supply. They are the United States 
Department of Agriculture (USDA), the Environmen¬ 
tal Protection Agency (EPA), and the Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA). Together, these entities require 
tests and certification to ensure what is done is safe. 
Europe does not have these regulatory agencies. 

For us, the new technology makes more rapid and 
dramatic improvements possible. If embraced, this sci¬ 
ence will combine nature and biotechnology to make 
genetically altered crops that are healthier for consum¬ 
ers and the environment. The answer lies in educating 
others as to the benefits. If biotechnology is embraced, 
GMOs will improve our quality of life. 

For more information go to the Council for Bio¬ 
technology Information website at 
www.whybiotech.com, or call 800-980-8660. 

Larry Keene 
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CAPITAI CITY January 12-13,2001 
Prairie Capital Convention Center • Springfield, IL 

Friday 3 p.m. - 9 p.m. • Saturday 9 a.m. - 7 p.m. 
For more information call 1-800-637-7360 or visit www.nessen.com 

AG BUSINESS SHOWCASE 
Where all your Ag-Business needs 
are met! 
• Crop Marketing 
• Lending Institutions 
• Internet Sites 
• Farm Management Software 

RANCH SHOWCASE 
Interested in horses? Then we have 
what you want to see! 
• Trailer Sales 
• Tack Shops 
• Fencing 
• Trail Saddle Giveaway! ($700 Value) 

• And Much More 

FARM HOME SHOWCASE 

Touchstone Energy * 
The power of human connections 

Something for every member of 
the family! 
• Memorial Medical Center “Farm 

Wellness Center” 

Memorial Medical Center 

• Ragland Builders Machine Shed Cafe 
• Silent Auction to benefit Farm Safety 

4 Just Kids 
• Meet the writers of Illinois Country 

Living Magazine 
• Home Repair & Remodeling 
• Cookware 
• Farm Toys 

GRAND PRIZE GIVEAWAYS 
Two big giveaways: 
★ One lucky farmer will get to plant 

50 acres of corn for free this spring! 
Register to win at the Mycogen Seed 
or S&K CMC booths. 

Mycogen 
•• SEEDS 

Dow AgroSciences 

★ For horse enthusiasts, we will be 
giving away a trail saddle worth $700. 

AGRtNEWS IIUKOIS 

FarmWeek £430^®. 

WES"8* 

WTAX 

NEWSTALK 

GBWTIM 

WFMB 
WMV? 
futj&kys 

COUNTRY 104.5 FM 

WMAY 
HO TALK *70 

ATTRACTIONS 
• Taste of Illinois from WFMB 1450am 

& the IL Dept, of Ag. 
• Meet Your Agricultural Leaders pro¬ 

gram, presented by WTAX 1240am. 
• Take a trip through farming history 

with antique tractors from the Prairie 
Land Heritage Museum. 

• Farm Credit Services will be holding 
its final Risk Management 
Seminar of the year. 

MAHINDRA 

Exhibited by 

Gathman 

Ag Systems 

VALTRA- 

VALMET 

Exhibited by 

Gathman 

Ag Systems 

KUBOTA 

TRACTORS 

Exhibited by 

Carvers 

Westside 

Power Equip. 

PUG 

UTILITY 

VEHICLES 

Exhibited by 

Carvers 

Westside 

Power Equip. 

SIERRA Official Truck of the 
Capital City Farm Show 

JANUARY 2001 ■ ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 5 



Illinois 

CURRENTS* News ♦ Legislation 4 Trends ♦ Research ♦ 

Coal conference highlights 
clean-coal technology 

At a conference held in mid-October, national and state leaders discussed ways 

to revive the Illinois coal industry by deploying new clean coal technologies. 

“We are at an important crossroads for an industry with a rich and proud 

tradition in Illinois,” said Governor George H. Ryan. “For Illinois coal to enjoy a 

rebirth, however, coal producers, users and government agencies must work to¬ 

gether to promote clean, efficient uses of this important resource.” 

“Our goal in staging this conference was to bring the top people in the coal 

business together at a critical time to share ideas, learn about the best practices in 

clean-coal technology and forge a common agenda for the new century,” said Pam 

McDonough, DCCA director and chair of the Coal Development Board. 

Experts discussed state-of-the-art recycling of the fly ash and bottom ash that 

are the residue of coal combustion. Challenges to the coal industry were also 

discussed, such as the evolution of clean-air standards, electric deregulation’s ef¬ 

fects on future fuel markets and the shakeout that has brought new players and a 

sense of entrepreneurship to the Illinois coal industry. 

“Coal as a resource in Illinois is too important for us to do any less than make 

this conference a major stepping stone toward rebirth,” said Taylor Pensoneau, 

president of the Illinois Coal Association. “This is an event that will help us begin 

to put a new face on Illinois coal for the new millennium.” 

Cost of Coal to Utilities Continues to Fall 

Winter energy 
prices to 

remain high 
The U.S. Department of Energy pre¬ 

dicts that natural gas heating bills could 

jump by as much as 50 per cent, while the 

American Gas Association (AGA) estimates 

the rise at 15 to 40 percent Whatever the 

final number, this should make electric 

prices more reasonable by comparison. 

Driven by a variety of supply and de¬ 

mand factors, virtually all fuel prices rose 

sharply during the first half of 2000: heat¬ 

ing oil, gasoline, natural gas and propane. 

Given the current market status and pre¬ 

dictions of a colder winter, experts predict 

that prices are likely to remain high during 

the upcoming winter heating season. In an 

effort to hedge against these high winter 

prices, the propane industry is encourag¬ 

ing consumers to take early precautions by 

filling up their propane tanks and carefully 

maintaining their propane home appli¬ 

ances. 

Normally residential propane custom¬ 

ers can help shield themselves from the 

expected high winter costs by getting their 

tanks filled early, before the weather turns 

cold. Some consumers may have postponed 

deliveries this year in the hopes of lower 

prices, but those lower prices are not ex¬ 

pected during the coming heating season. 

After two years of above-normal tem¬ 

peratures, colder temperatures are expected 

this winter. Weather has a large impact on 

heating fuel demand. 

Propane prices are subject to a number 

of influences. Some are common to all 

petroleum products and others are unique 

to propane. Propane prices are affected by 

crude oil and natural gas prices, supply/ 

demand balance, the price of competing 

fuels, proximity of supply (Gulf Coast and 

Midwest customers pay more), and the in¬ 

dividual market segment’s demand cycle 

and flexibility. 

Source: National Propane Gas Association, 

www.npga.org and The Energy Informa¬ 

tion Administration of the U.S. Dept, of 

Energy, www.eia.doe.gov. 
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Calling all Youth to 
Washington alumni! 

Since 1957 the electric and tele¬ 

phone cooperatives of Illinois have 

sent hundreds of outstanding high 

school students on an annual trip to 

Washington, D.C. They witness their 

government in action, meet presi¬ 

dents, senators, congressmen and 

other national leaders. 

Over the years, we have heard 

from many Youth to Washington 

alumni but we would like to receive 

an address, e-mail address and/or 

telephone number from all alumni 

who have participated in the Youth to 

Washington tour. If you or someone 

you know participated in one of these 

tours, please send a note to John 

Freitag or Linda Comstock, Associa¬ 

tion of Illinois Electric Cooperatives, 

RO. Box 3787, Springfield, IL 62708 

or e-mail us at lcomstock@aiec.org. Please include the name of the participant, 

year of the tour, participants’ current address and phone number or e-mail ad¬ 

dress, and name of sponsoring cooperative. 

We will update our database of all Youth to Washington participants’ addresses 

over the next few months and in the near future print a feature article in the 

Illinois Country Living on past Youth to Washington participants. 

Dates for this year’s Youth to Washington tour will be June 15-22, 2001. Inter¬ 

ested high school sophomores, juniors and seniors should contact their local 

electric or telephone cooperative for more details on winning a trip of a lifetime. 

We’re looking for Youth to Washington 
alumni like James M. Hodge (left) a win¬ 
ner from the 1960s representing Corn Belt 
Electric Cooperative. Lyle Dunham, re¬ 
tired director of the AIEC Member Ser¬ 
vice Department talks to Hodge before the 
bus trip to Washington, D.C. 

Do-it-yourself 
energy audit 

A home energy audit can show you 
where potential problem areas are in your 
home. Then you can figure out the best 
plan for your individual needs. Your elec¬ 
tric cooperative can help. 

You can also go to several web sites 
that provide useful information in evalu¬ 
ating your home’s energy efficiency. A few 
of these are: 
• U.S. Department of Energy’s Energy 

Efficiency and Renewable Energy Clear¬ 
inghouse (EREC): www.eren.doe.gov. 

• EnergyStar: www.energystar.gov 
• Residential Energy Efficiency Database: 

www.itscanada.com/reed/index.htm. 
• The Home Energy Saver web-site: http:/ 

/HES.lbl.gov 
The Department of Energy offers these 
energy-auditing tips: 
• Check the level of insulation in the ex¬ 

terior and basement walls, ceilings, at¬ 
tic, floors and crawl spaces. 

• Check for holes and cracks around your 
walls, ceilings, windows, doors, light 
and plumbing fixtures, switches and 
electrical outlets that can leak air into 
or out of your home. 

• Check for open fireplace dampers. 
• Make sure your appliances and heating 

and cooling systems are properly main¬ 
tained. 

• Study your family’s lighting needs, pay¬ 
ing special attention to high-use areas 
such as the living room, kitchen and 
exterior lighting. Look for ways to use 
daylighting, reduce the time the lights 
are on and replace incandescent bulbs 
and fixtures with compact fluorescent 
lamps or standard fluorescent lamps. 

Farmers buying and 
selling on Internet 

Increasing numbers of farmers and ranchers are doing business over the Internet. Over 
600,000 U.S. farms and ranches accessed the Internet in 1999, with 15 percent conducting 
e-commerce transactions, based on new data from USDA. Of these, over 40 percent re¬ 
ported purchasing crop inputs online in 1999, about one-third reported purchasing live¬ 
stock inputs, and a quarter reported selling livestock. 
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Farmers can prevent theft of 
anhydrous ammonia 

Lighting can 
improve office 

productivity 
If you’re looking for ways to be more 

productive in your home office, one so¬ 
lution may be right at your fingertips: 
the light switch. 

A recent study found a clear link be¬ 
tween lighting, job performance and job 
satisfaction. But in many home offices, 
especially those that have been con¬ 
verted from dens, basements or bed¬ 
rooms, the lighting wasn’t designed with 
the worker in mind. The result may be 
eyestrain, blurred vision, fatigue or head¬ 
aches, as well as lower productivity. 

You’ll want to be able to control and 
balance ambient lighting sources to 
achieve glare-free illumination and the 
right atmosphere for the entire space. 

To control natural light, many people 
choose window blinds or shades. For 
artificial light, you have a lot of options, 
from ceiling fixtures and floor lamps to 
track lights and table lamps. Fluorescent 
lights provide even lighting with less 
glare. 

But you don’t necessarily have to in¬ 
stall new fixtures; instead, consider re¬ 
placing incandescent light bulbs with the 
newer types of fluorescent bulbs that 
screw into regular light bulb sockets. 
They last up to 13 times longer and use 
a lot less electricity than standard in¬ 
candescent bulbs. 

Adjustable controls, such as dimmer 
switches, also allow you to tailor the light¬ 
ing levels if different people use the of¬ 
fice. That’s important, because as we age, 
our need for room lighting increases. 
People in their fifties, for example, need 
three times more office light for read¬ 
ing. 

Task lighting provides direct illumi¬ 
nation for activities such as reading, 
writing and computer work. An adjust¬ 
able desk lamp will illuminate the key¬ 
board or another area on the desk, 
without reflecting any glaring light onto 
the computer screen. 
Source: Leviton Institute, 
www.leviton.com 

The Illinois Department of Agricul¬ 
ture is encouraging farmers to take pre¬ 
cautions while applying anhydrous 
ammonia to protect their property and 
help prevent a growing drug problem 
in rural Illinois. 

Methamphetamine is a highly addic¬ 
tive stimulant made 
from common 
household products. 
It has grown increas¬ 
ingly popular be¬ 
cause of the ready 
availability of its in¬ 
gredients. In the 
past three years, Illi¬ 
nois State Police re¬ 
port seizures of 
methamphetamine 
labs have increased 
more than 700 percent. 

The manufacture of methamphet¬ 
amine is especially a problem in rural 
areas, where anhydrous ammonia, a farm 
fertilizer used to cook the drug, is plen¬ 
tiful and labs are harder to detect. Ac¬ 
cording to the agriculture department, 
however, simple precautions could 
greatly reduce the theft of anhydrous and 
prevent the spread of methamphet¬ 
amine. 

“Have the (anhydrous) tank delivered 
the day you want to use it. Don’t have it 
delivered two or three days in advance 
so it’ll sit in a field unattended,” Mark 
Ringler, Bureau Chief of Agricultural 
Products Inspection for the department, 
advises farmers. “Also, put the tank in 

an area where it can 
be easily observed, 
someplace where traf¬ 
fic frequently passes 
by, and make sure to 
check the amount of 
anhydrous remaining 
in the tank after quit¬ 
ting each day.” 

Local police 
should be notified 
immediately if anhy¬ 
drous has been sto¬ 

len or storage tanks have been tampered 
with. Farmers and rural residents also 
are encouraged to report suspicious ac¬ 
tivity. 

“Cash rent payments, heavy traffic 
flow, blackened home windows, exces¬ 
sive trash, and unusual, strong odors are 
all warning signs of possible drug activ¬ 
ity,” Illinois State Police Captain Dave 
Sanders said. 

H Power introduces 
250-watt fuel cell 

H Power, which is partnering with Energy Co-Opportunity (ECO), plans to 

deliver a 10-kilowatt fuel cell to provide energy to rural homes, recently an¬ 

nounced the introduction of a smaller commercial product. ECO was established 

by electric co-ops to help develop and promote fuel cell technology. 

H Power is also developing a 250-watt Power PEM (proton exchange mem¬ 

brane) fuel cell designed for the small electric vehicle market as either a pri¬ 

mary or fuel cell-battery hybrid source, or a back-up power supply for solar 

photovoltaic installations. It can also be used for military and industrial portable 

battery chargers, among other applications. 

“We believe that fuel cells, as a safe, environmentally friendly power source, 

can replace batteries and small generator sets in many existing applications,” 

said Frank Gibbard, H Power’s CEO. “We also foresee the use of these systems 

in new applications that would not be adequately powered by any traditional 

power source.” 
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Now! Join The National Arbor Day Foundation and Get 

FREE TREE 

10 Flowering Trees 

2 White Flowering 2 Flowering Crabapples 2 Goldenraintrees 2 Washington 2 American Redbuds 
Dogwoods Hawthorns Join The National Arbor Day Foundation, a 

nonprofit organization, and you'll receive ten 
free flowering trees — 2 White Flowering 

Dogwoods, 2 Flowering Crabapples, 2 
Goldenraintrees, 2 Washington Hawthorns, and 2 
American Redbuds, or other trees selected for your 
area. 

You will also receive the Foundation’s colorful 
bimonthly, Arbor Day, a membership card, and The 
Tree Book with tree planting and care information 
with your six month membership. Your six to twelve 
inch trees are guaranteed to grow and come postpaid 
with easy planting instructions. Trees are shipped 
at the right time for planting in your area, Feb. 
through May in the spring or Oct. through mid- 
Dec. in the fall. Join today, and plant your Trees 
for America! 

r 
YES! Please send my 10 
free flowering trees, and 
free French lilac. My $10 
membership contribution 
is enclosed. 

Name 

Address 

City 

State ZIP 

National Arbor Day Foundation 
211 N. 12th Street • Lincoln. NE 68508 

3776 | 

J 
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Co-ops building a new generation of power plants to meet growing demand. 

America is in a time of transition, 
and it’s a painful one. 

We’re going from a period of un¬ 
limited electricity supply to a time 
when the supply will he tighter and 
the price will be higher. Some 
blame deregulation of the electric 
industry. Others say the problem 
is simply an imbalance between 
supply and demand caused by our 
growing appetite for electricity. 

The booming digital economy, in¬ 
creasing population and soaring 
temperatures created a power drain 
on the entire system. At the same 
time the uncertainties deregulation 
brought to the marketplace kept 
most utilities from investing in new 
power plants and transmission line. 
Nobody knew if a multi-million dol¬ 
lar investment in a power plant would 
pay off in a deregulated market. A 
low-risk, blue chip business had 
suddenly become high risk. 

With shortages looming, the electric 
co-ops of Illinois are taking positive 
action to see that their members 
have the electricity they need, at a 
price they can afford. 

The well-publicized electricity 
shortfall in California last summer 
forced the closing of colleges, office 
buildings and industrial plants, to 
route power to other vital areas and 
keep the power grid running. New 
York and Arizona have found them¬ 
selves in similar situations. Blackouts 
and brownouts threatened many 
areas of the U.S. 

Here in Illinois the summers of 
1998 and 1999 were real energy- 

supply nail-biters, and some utilities 
used load controls and pre-planned 
service interruptions to avoid brown¬ 
out conditions. 

With that in mind, Illinois coop¬ 
eratives are dealing with the problem 
before it gets worse. Several Illinois 
co-ops hope to provide better system 
reliability, and more stable rates, by 
building new power plants and/or 
upgrading existing ones. Some are 
building fairly substantial units, 
while others are installing small 
peaker plants, which are smaller 
generators, used to supplement 
electrical power during periods of 
high usage. 

Corn Belt Energy Corporation 
(CBEC), Bloomington, is doing 

both. Ron Hopkins, director of 
distributions/automation and 
regulatory affairs for the co-op, 
explains how Corn Belt Energy is 
working to insulate its members 
from price shock. 

“Over the last couple of years,” 
he says, “Illinois has seen problems 
like California has had, but on a 
much smaller scale. The availability 
of generation has been very limited, 
and as a result, that spurred us on.” 

CBEC plans to build a new 91- 
megawatt coal-fired plant near 
Elkhart, in Logan County. The plant 
will cost some $137 million, and will 
use cutting-edge technology to burn 
high-sulfur Illinois coal cleanly. 

The new plant will be a boon to 
the Elkhart area. Hopefully this 
demonstration of clean coal tech- 
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Corn Belt Energy Corporation’s decision to build a coal-fired plant at 
Williamsville will help assure job security to such miners as Kevin Hawley, 
left, and Ted Hall. It will also help the co-op shield its members from rate 
spikes and demonstrate clean coal technology. 

is that CBEC customers can select 
just one bill for both electricity and 
natural gas.” 

But will the cooperative enter a 
deregulated electricity market¬ 
place? According to Ron Stack, 
vice president of utility services, 
Corn Belt’s board has gone on 
record as saying it wants to give the 
members a choice, but, he says, “We 
haven’t made any decision to go out 
into any other service territory yet.” 

Perhaps Hawkinson sums it up best 
when he says, “Com Belt Energy is a 
forward-looking and has a vision for 
meeting a number of energy needs 
for our members through natural 
gas, propane and electricity.” 

nology will have an even bigger 
economic impact for Illinois coal, 
long thought to be too “dirty” to 
bum without violating antipollution 
laws. It will be the first coal-fired 
plant built in Illinois in 14 years. 

While smaller than the average 
coal-fired power plant, the unit will 
be big enough to provide most of 
the power required by the co-op’s 
26,000-plus members. 

Jeff Reeves, president/CEO of 
Corn Belt, notes that most of the 
funding for the plant is locked in. 
“We’re working closely with local, 
state and federal officials,” he said, 
“and we believe we’ve covered our 
bases. There are still a few hurdles 
to overcome, but we believe every¬ 
thing is going to fall into place.” 

The plant will be built on Turris 
Coal Company property, will receive 
its coal from that firm, and will 
provide electricity for the mine. 
The plant is expected to generate 
24 full-time permanent positions 
and use about 380,000 tons of coal 
a year. The plant will also create 
hundreds of construction jobs dur¬ 
ing the building phase. 

CBEC also installed five two-mega¬ 
watt diesel generation plants on its 
system this summer. The co-op was 
careful to place its units at co-op 
substations so they would provide 
minimal impact on the public. 
Hopkins adds that the plants 
could provide power for sale, if the 
economics dictate such sales. 

As the deregulated market envi¬ 
ronment makes its presence felt, 
co-ops are seeking to offer their 
members more options and conve¬ 
nience. That’s one reason CBEC has 
become a marketer through NICOR, 
a major natural gas supplier in the 
northern third of Illinois. 

Dave Hawkinson, director of 
marketing and public affairs for 
CBEC, says, “Our relationship with 
NICOR has allowed us to expand our 
member base, and we’re providing 
electricity as well as natural gas to 
some of our customers, which we 
couldn’t do before. Another benefit 

Southwestern Electric Cooperative 
(SWEC) in Greenville is working 

hard too. That co-op recently sunk 
some $25 million into a new gen¬ 
eration facility that is described as 
a peaking facility, although it’s far 
bigger than most. Kerry Sloan, 
SWEC’s CEO, notes that part of 
the reason is to take advantage of 
those astronomical prices during 
times of high demand, since SWEC 
has a power contract with another 
supplier that keeps it from using its 
own power until 2004. 

The co-op decided to build for a 
basic, member-driven reason: low 
long-term costs for the membership. 

Southwestern Electric’s Freedom Power Station 

This generating station is 
intended to help buffer 
the co-op’s members 
from rising electricity 
costs. Pictured in the 
foreground are, from 
left, Kerry Sloan, execu¬ 
tive vice president and 
general manager, David 
Boone, director of busi¬ 
ness development and 
marketing, and Lou 
Drenner, general man¬ 
ager of the power plant. 
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SIPC power plant south of Marion 

Ground was broken for a new 
plant on October 27, at the site 
of the Southern Illinois Electric 
Cooperative (SIPC) power 
plant south of Marion. SIPC 
will upgrade its old boilers and 
will build a peaking plant. 
Wayne Davis, left, shift man' 
ager at the plant, and Robert 
Tiberend, chairman of the 
board of SIPC, turn a shovelful 
of dirt. Tim Reeves, SIPC 
president/CEO, and Richard 
Moss, board member, look on. 

“We didn’t want our members to 
be at the mercy of an unpredictable 
wholesale power market for the 
next 10 years,” Sloan says, “and our 
ability to generate power will help 
us weather the price fluctuations on 
the open market.” 

While those distribution co-ops 
are getting into generation, the 
granddaddy of Illinois electric 
generation and transmission 
(G&T) co-ops is getting ready to 
make a $200 million upgrade to its 
facility. 

Southern Illinois Power Cooperative 
(SIPC) has been generating elec¬ 

tricity at its plant south of Marion 
for nearly 40 years, and it’s set to 
add capacity in a big way. SIPC will 
replace three outdated boilers used 
since the plant was built, and will 
use a circulating fluidized bed boiler 
to continue burning Illinois coal 

cleanly. The new system will deal 
with the sulfur that makes Illinois 
coal so costly to burn, as well as low¬ 
ering the nitrogen oxide (NOx) 
emissions. 

Timothy W. Reeves, manager of 
SIPC, notes that the Marion plant 
will be one of the first in the state to 
use the new emissions technology, 
which is common in Europe. While 
the power co-op will receive a $1 
million grant from the Clean Coal 
Review Board, the project will still 
pose a major expense, and the six 
member-cooperatives involved will 
see fairly minor rate hikes in the 
near future. SIPC also has plans to 
build two 70-megawatt combustion 
turbines, or peakers, near the current 
plant. These additions in generating 
capacity will allow SIPC to serve 
three new distribution co-ops and 
provide stable long-term rates to all 
six co-ops. 

In addition to providing electricity 
for southernmost Illinois, the plant 
provides jobs for people and tax 
revenues for area governing bodies. 
It’s projected that the plant will pay 
out more than $330 million in federal, 
state and local taxes, and will pump 
$433 million into the economy in 
the form of employee payrolls. In 
addition, indirect economic impact 
will amount to 1,350 jobs and $215 
million annually. 

“We originally started generating 
power in 1963, with three 33-mega¬ 
watt coal-fired units,” Reeves says. 
“Those units have begun to age, and 
they’re not as reliable as they should 
be. And another issue facing us 
today is the new pollution control 
laws, in particular the sulfur dioxide 
restrictions, which deal with the 
amount of sulfur released when the 
coal is burned. NOx, which comes 
out with the flue gas, is also a problem. 

Soyland Electric Cooperative’s Pearl Steam plant 

Soyland Electric Cooperative’s Pearl Steam plant is another example of 
the cO'Op commitment to Illinois coal. In 1998 a three'year contract teas 
negotiated with Freeman Coal. 
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“We’ve looked at several alterna¬ 
tives to address those problems. We 
decided to build a new fluidized bed 
boiler to replace the three small 
boilers on the 33-megawatt units. 
With that, they should be extremely 
reliable. 

“Our second project is to remove 
NOx from unit four, which, at 173 
megawatts is our biggest unit. We’re 
going to have to install a scrubber 
to accomplish that”, says Reeves. 

The distribution co-op members 
served by SIPC are: 
• SouthEastern Illinois Electric 

Eldorado 

• Egyptian Electric 
Steeleville 

• Southern Illinois 
Dongola 

• Monroe County Electric 
Waterloo 

• Tri-County Electric 
Mt. Vernon 

• Clinton County Electric 
Breese 

Soyland Power Cooperative 
Before the summer of 1999 

Soyland Power Cooperative added 
four combustion turbine peaking 
units. The 100 megawatts of new 
capacity was added in record time and 
will save an estimated $1.5 million 
in power cost during a normal 
summer’s peak demand season. All 
four turbines will burn natural gas 
but can also use #2 fuel oil. 

This spring Soyland Power joined 
Allegheny Electric Cooperative, 
another G&T based in Harrisburg, 
Pa., to form Continental Electric 
Cooperative Services (CCS). 
“We’re creating a G&T approxi¬ 
mately 50 percent larger in size with 
a much larger market presence,” 
says Frank M. Betley, president and 
CEO of Allegheny Electric. “This 
alliance makes sense on several 
levels,” adds Joseph Firlit, retiring 
President/CEO of Soyland. Soyland 
owns 168 megawatts and Allegheny 
owns 241 megawatts of generating 
capacity. 

“By increasing size and negotiating 
power, CCS will be well-positioned 
to better achieve our original G&T 
mission — providing a reliable 

"We’ve 
seen the risk 

involved in the 
new deregulated 
market and one 

way to control risk 
is by diversifying." 

source of power for cooperative 
consumers at the most competitive 
price,” says James Coleman, 
Soyland board chairman and Presi- 
dent/CEO of Shelby Electric 
Cooperative, Shelbyville. 

The distribution cooperative 
members of Soyland are: 
• Adams Electric 

Camp Point 

• Coles-Moultrie Electric 
Mattoon 

• Eastern Illini Electric 
Paxton 

• Farmers Mutual Electric 
Geneseo 

• Illinois Rural Electric 
Winchester 

• McDonough Power 
Macomb 

• M.J.M Electric 
Carlinville 

• Menard Electric 
Petersburg 

• Rural Electric Convenience 
Auburn 

• Shelby Electric 
Shelbyville 

• Spoon River Electric 
Canton 

• Western Illinois Electrical 
Carthage 

EnerStar Power Corp 
Enerstar and CMS Energy Corpo¬ 

ration have announced plans to 
build, own and operate a 400-mega- 
watt power plant serving EnerStar 
Power’s co-op members. In addition, 

EnerStar has signed a long-term 
agreement with CMS Energy’s mar¬ 
keting unit, CMS Marketing, Ser¬ 
vices and Trading, under which 
CMS-MST will become the prin¬ 
cipal energy supplier to EnerStar for 
the next 10 years. 

The $120 million, natural-gas 
fueled combustion turbine power 
plant will be built on a reclaimed 
coal mine site east of Tuscola. 
EnerStar and CMS Energy have 
obtained endorsement of the 
project by the Douglas County 
Board of Commissioners and have 
started environmental permitting 
efforts with the Illinois Environ¬ 
mental Protection Agency. 

EnerStar and CMS Energy will 
work together over the next 18 
months to secure permitting, begin 
construction, and bring the plant 
into commercial operation. 
EnerStar will own one-third of the 
project. CMS Energy will own the 
rest, and will operate the plant. 

Tom Hentz, president/CEO of 
EnerStar, explains why the co-op 
plans to build. “As we told our 
cooperative’s members at the last 
annual meeting, we need a diversi¬ 
fied power supply portfolio in order 
to control our power supply costs. 
We’ve seen the risk involved in the 
new deregulated market and one 
way to control risk is by diversify¬ 
ing. We also want to control our 
own destiny and one way to do that 
is to own a portion of our own 
generating plant.” 

EnerStar is also the first coopera¬ 
tive in Illinois to become a certified 
Alternative Retail Electric Supplier 
(ARES). Under the Customer 
Choice Law, EnerStar now delivers 
electricity to retail customers out¬ 
side its certificated service area. 

While all these projects serve 
different purposes, they all have one 
thing in common. They’re intended 
to provide members of the co-ops 
with better, more reliable power, at 
prices as low as possible. That’s what 
electric co-ops have been about for 
the last 65 years. 

For more information about AIEC 
and it's member cooperatives 
visit us at: www.aiec.org 
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AROUND YOUR HOME 
Septic system safety and maintenance 

Homeowners who use a septic system for waste- 
water treatment should clean the septic tank at least 
every three years. This type of maintenance must 
be done to remove scum and sludge that builds up 
in the tank. Excessive amounts of scum and sludge 
will plug drainage field lines, causing a failure of 

the system. 
Cleaning the tank must be 
done by a licensed and 
bonded septic tank profes¬ 
sional. Costs for cleaning a 
tank will typically range 
from $75 to $250. All accu¬ 
mulated material, liquids 
and solids should be re¬ 
moved. This is accom¬ 
plished by pumping and 
flushing between the tank 
and the pumping truck. 
Cleaning should take place 

through the manhole opening in the tank. If other 
openings are used, the tank will likely not be 
cleaned properly and the baffles in the tank that 
prevents solids from entering the drain field may 
be damaged. Ask to have inlet and outlet baffles in 
the tank inspected, especially the outlet baffle, 
since this sometimes corrodes more quickly. 

When finished, the only thing remaining in the 
tank should be a black film on the walls and a very 
small amount of liquid. Bacteria in the film and liq¬ 
uid will aid in restarting the decomposition pro¬ 
cess. It is not necessary to add starters. 

Septic systems should be cleaned every year in 
certain situations. For example, garbage disposals 
add a tremendous amount of solids into the system. 
Also, if more people are living in the house than 
what the septic system was designed for frequent 
tank cleaning is essential. 

The drainfield is the area where wastewater 
from the tank is allowed to reenter the soil. Drain¬ 
age lines let the water percolate into the soil, where 
bacteria finish cleaning the water. 

Drainage lines can become plugged when solids 

Duane Friend is the natural resources management educa¬ 
tor at the Springfield Extension Center, University of Illi¬ 
nois Extension, P.O. Box 8199, Springfield, 1L 
62791-8199, (217)782-8886, e-mail 
friendd@mail.aces.uiuc.edu. 

are carried in along with wastewater. Overloading 
the tank by heavy water usage will not allow enough 
time for solids and scum to separate from water in 
the tank. Infrequent cleaning will also plug drain¬ 
age lines, by allowing scum or solids to get past 
baffles in the tank. Replacing a drainage field can 
cost several thousand dollars. 

There are many ways to improve septic system 
performance. Conserving water is helpful. You can 
do this by using low flow faucets, showerheads and 
toilets. Washing should be spread out, with no 
more than three loads done on one day. 
In recent years, aerobic wastewater systems have 
been installed in some home sites. These systems, 
while more efficient at decomposing solids, still 
must be periodically cleaned. No system can decom¬ 
pose all material that comes into the tank. 

Septic tanks function in an oxygen-limited envi¬ 
ronment. Other gases, which can be deadly, are 
present in the tank and so are disease pathogens. 
When working around a functioning septic tank, or 
getting one ready to be pumped, remember the fol¬ 
lowing precautions. 
• Do not go down into a septic tank. Gases such 
as hydrogen sulfide can cause immediate uncon¬ 
sciousness. 
• Do not smoke near septic tank openings. Com¬ 
bustible gases may be present. 
• Never use electrical tools or other appliances 
close to water or wet ground. 
• If a strong sewer gas or rotten egg smell is 
present inside the house, evacuate the building and 
call a professional to correct the problem. 
• After working on any part of the septic system, 
be sure to wash hands and clothes thoroughly. 
Change clothes before entering a home or other 
building. 
• Sewage is very corrosive. Be careful around 
tank components. 
• The safest way to have repairs or work per¬ 
formed is by having a trained, licensed and bonded 
professional do the work. 

For more information on septic systems, get the 
new University of Illinois Extension publication 
“Septic Systems: The Operation and Maintenance 
of On-Site Sewage Disposal Systems” available early 
2001 at local Extension offices. 

Duane Friend 

14 ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING ■ JANUARY 2001 



SANGAMON RADIANT 
WIRSBO aqua pex tubing products 
for agricultural, commercial shop 
floors and homes Made in the USA 

(217)522-3934 • FAX (217)522-3933 
Evening (217)483-3223 John D. McMillan - Owner 

FREE HEARING CATALOG! 
I *45 DAY TRIAL 

•$199 & UP 
BETTER 

HEARING 
DEPT B34, Brookport, IL 62910 
1-800-320-3300 EXT B34 

America’s Oldest & Largest Rare Breed Hatchery 
FREE COLOR CATALOG 

Over 140 varieties of Baby Chicks, Bantams, 
Turkeys, Guineas, Peafowl, Game Birds, 
Waterfowl. Also Eggs, Incubators, Books, 
Equipment and Medications. 

Call 1-800-456-3280 
(24 hours a day) 

Website: http://www.mcmurrayhatchery.com 
Murray McMurray Hatchery, 

Cl 32, Webster City, Iowa 50595-0458 

General Dentistry Dentures Hy9iene Crowns & Bridges 

DENTURES CROWNS 
BASIC $245 TilL BASIC $245 

OUR BEST FOR LESS, IN A DAY 
DENTAL CENTER 

2 Locations! 
Drs. Hildreth, Alvarez & Smith Drs. Hildreth & Campbell 

Located at Located at 

MID-AMERICA DENTAL & 
HEARING CENTER 

MID-AMERICA 
DENTAL CLINIC 

1-44 • Exit 44 
1050 W. Hayward Drive 
Mt. Vernon, MO 65712 

1-44 • Exit 46 
558 Mt. Vernon BIMJ. 

Mt. Vernon, MO 65712 

800-354-1905 800-372-4554 
www.midamericadental.com 

The Super-Shield insulated Roof 
You More... 

IF YOU'RE FED UP WITH LEAKS, NOISE, 
COATING & HIGH ENERGY BILLS... 

THE APOLLO SUPER-SHIELD INSULATED ROOF 
IS THE SOLUTION TO THESE PROBLEMS. 

800 3339562 
SERVING • INDIANA • ILLINOIS 
•KENTUCKY‘OHIO‘SINCE 1987 

Open Your Gate Automatically... 
PANDA automatic gate 

systems provide securi¬ 
ty, convenience and 

reliability at prices that 
will make sense for 

your home, ranch or 

farm. 

• Slide gate and swing 
openers 

• Three Station inter¬ 
com system with 
gate release button 

• Wide range of acces¬ 
sories 

• Two year warranty 

Call today for 
information & prices 

1-800-541-8866 

Dealer inquiries 
welcomed 

PANDA 
AUTOMATIC GATE CO. 

S Hi 9 

AUTOS & TRUCKS • GAROEN TOOLS & EQUIPMENT 

Need 
Storage? 
Build It 

Yourself! 

ROATS It WATERCRAFT- RVs & MOTORCYCLES 

SAVE THOUSANDS ] 
! ON SELECT SIZES | 
l 25x34 • 30x46 l 
j 40x56 • 50x116 | 
i Additional Sizes J 
i Available i 
i 1 

AMERICA’S 
BEST 
SELLING 
BUILDING! www.us-buildings.com 

1-800-463-6062 
FREE BROCHURE & FACTORY PRICE LIST 
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Your 

YARD MD GARDEN 
Maintaining houseplants during the winter 

Houseplants are an evil temptress. We really want 
them, but they cause so much work and headache. 
They relish proper care, but scorn them for just a bit, 
and they respond drastically. Of course, you could ar¬ 
gue they respond sometimes to the point that they cut 
off their nose to spite their face. 

Maintaining attractive houseplants during winter 
months can be a challenge. 
That’s why over the past ten 
years I’ve gone from an in- 
home jungle to about five 
plants, all but one not requir¬ 
ing that much effort. And 
no, none are artificial. That’s 
sacrilege. 

Actually, I don’t count 
the ferns and orchids. 
They’re located in the bath¬ 
room, and get their needs 

fulfilled anytime someone takes a shower. They are 
green, lush and doing fine, especially if I remember to 
fertilize them every now and then. That, in turn, 
turns the tub blue, but that’s why Soft-Scrub was in¬ 
vented. 

Most houseplants are tropical in nature, and 
therein lies a problem. We don’t have tropical condi¬ 
tions during the winter. Maybe during the summer 
when the humidity is high (unless we keep the air con¬ 
ditioner running), but not in the winter. Forced-air 
heat dries out the air-reducing humidity. Even if you 
add a humidifier, you still aren’t giving the plants 
enough. That’s where the bathroom and the shower 
window come in. 

The major plant response to low humidity can be 
best described by the word “blah.” It just kind of sits 
there. The leaf margins may start to yellow and turn 
brown. Some leaves may drop off altogether, usually 
starting at the bottom of the plant. The plant doesn’t 
have that Meg Ryan perkiness. 

This really isn’t an overnight occurrence. It prob¬ 
ably started when the furnace kicked on. But as the 
winter progressed, those ferns dropped more and 
more leaves. 

David Robson is an Extension Educator, Horticulture, at 
the Springfield Extension Center, University of Illinois Ex¬ 
tension. You can write to Robson in care of Illinois Coun¬ 
try Living, P.O. Box 3787, Springfield, IL 62708. 
Telephone: (217) 782-6515. 
E-Mail: robsond@mail.aces.uiuc.edu 

On the other hand, though, plants are somewhat 
like a grizzly bear. Yes, African violets are furry, but 
that’s not where I was going. Plants realize conditions 
aren’t quite right and start to shut down. This dor¬ 
mancy may result in the loss of some leaves, which 
you’ve come to expect. There’s that overall general le¬ 
thargic appearance, sort of like many people sitting in 
front of the television on Sunday afternoons. Well, 
enough of all the analogies. What can be done? 

I wish I had a penny for every misting bottle sold 
to supposedly make the humidity better for the plant. 
Take a bottle of perfume or cologne and spray it in 
one corner of a room. Stand in the other. Eventually 
you’ll smell the aroma. Think of coffee, frying bacon, 
the Thanksgiving turkey. 

Water is the same. Droplets will dissipate 
throughout the room. They won’t hang suspended 
over the plant. Research has shown that you really 
need to squirt the air about every 30 seconds to ac¬ 
complish anything. Don’t think larger droplets are the 
trick. They’ll just fall on the leaves and increase the 
chance of leaf spots or a bacterial disease. 

Humidifiers and cool-water vaporizers are the best 
alternative. The trick is to regulate the humidity level 
enough that it helps the plants but doesn’t fog up the 
windows and cause mold to start growing on the win¬ 
dow frame. If you can just maintain a status quo, that 
may be enough. 

Group plants together. Just like huddling cats dur¬ 
ing the winter, plants placed side by side will help 
each other. Of course, this is also a great way to share 
insect problems. 

Another method is to set plants on a tray filled 
with pebbles. The tray is then filled with water to just 
below the bottom of the pot. As the water evaporates 
it creates a mini-humidity chamber. Food service trays 
work well but you didn’t read that here. 

Since many of the plants are in a dormant state, 
don’t force them to grow. You wouldn’t go in and 
poke a sleeping bear, would you? Keep that bottle of 
fertilizer in the closet until next spring. Reduce water¬ 
ing to the point right before plants wilt. Never ever let 
water sit in the saucer for longer than 10 minutes. Wa¬ 
ter will evaporate. It will also rot roots. 

Obviously, don’t put plants directly in the path of 
hot air. Well, maybe the human type is okay. At least 
it’s moist air. 

David Robson, extension educator, horticulture - 
e-mail: Robsond@mail.aces.uiuc.edu or SOLUTIONS: 
www.ag.uiuc.edu/~robsond/solutions 

David Robson 
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Mobile Home 
Owners: ROOF KING 

Mobile Home Super Insulated 
Roof Over Systems 

40 Year Warranty 
Factory Direct From Roof King 

1 -800-748-0645 

BUILD IIBEHEP BUILDING 
• Sizes 500-20,000 sq. ft. 

• Strongest for Wind & Snow 
• Heavy 24,22,20 & 18 go. steel 

• Maintenance Free 

ISTEEL BUILDINGS 
I fittp://www.pioneersteel.com 

FACTORY 
DIRECT 

-800-GG8-S422 
SALE PRICE 
FOR EXAMPLE-25'X40' 

$3,844 
rflONIEND UPHOil 

Dr. Jack Setzekorn DDS 
& 

Dr. Kenneth Ausmer DMD 
offers you a quality 

ONE-DAY 
DENTURE 
$124.00 

Extractions at Drs. Quote 

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

(217) 479-8444 
1-877-565-8981 (toll-free) 

Only cash, 
Mastercard 

or Visa. 
No checks 

please. 

1201 West Walnut St, 
Jacksonville, II 62650 

30 miles west of Springfield 

FARM • CHURCH • SPORTS • HORSE CAR • PLANE 
ALL STEEL • ALL COLOR 25/50 WARRANTY 

LOWEST COST 
Term Life Insurance 

Issue aees throueh 90 

AGE $100,000 $250,000 
45 10.71 18.92 

55 16.71 34.15 

65 27.93 61.99 

Rales figured on monthly cost for female non-tobacco users. 

RAMLET & ASSOC, INC. 
(800) 933-6354 
AGL Life Assurance Company Form No TC-191 

www.americansteelmfg.com 

nun 
Agricultural 

& 
Church 

Your choice for steel 
components and accessories 

FREE quote: 
1-800-240-3688 

Low Cost 
m Financing 

for Public 
Improvements 

Bond Bank bonds are exempt 
from Illinois and federal taxes & 
backed by the moral obligation 
of the state 

schools 
sewer systems 

libraries 
water systems 

roads 
fire equipment 

parks 
correctional facilities 

airports 
public buildings 

Illinois Rural Bond Bank 
427 East Monroe, Suite 202 

Springfield, Illinois 62701 
217-524-2663 

email: bondbank@bondbank.ora 
Lt. Gov. Corinne Wood, Chairman 

PROPERTY OVERGROWN? 

The DR9 FIELD and 
BRUSH MOWER... 
CLEARS & MAINTAINS meadows, pastures, 
woodlots, wooded and rough non-lawn areas with 
ease. CUTS tall grass, weeds, brambles, tough 
brush, including hardwood saplings up to 1" thick. 

CHOPS/MULCHES most everything it cuts. 
Leaves NO TANGLE of brush to pick up like 
hand-held brushcutters and sicklebar mowers. 
Perfect for low-maintenance wildflower mead- , 
ows, European-style woodlots, 
walking paths, or any area 
you only want to mow once a 
month or once a season! 

EVEN MOWS 
LAWNS with 
optional 46" 
wide lawn 
attachment. 

Up to 15 HP 
4 Speeds 
Power Reverse 

TOLL 
Ff>££ 

Please mail this coupon TODAY for complete FREE | 

DETAILS of the DR' FIELD and BRUSH MOWER l 

including prices, specifications, and Factory-Direct j 
Savings now in effect. There is no obligation. 

a i 
j Address 

WCG 

I 
I City State ZIP 

COUNTRY HOME PRODUCTS9, Dept. 37973X I 
Ml* Meigs Road, P.O. Box 25, Vergennes, VT 05491 j 
 www.drfieldbrush.com i 

JANUARY 2001 ■ ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 17 



Today's 

TECHNOLOGY AND YOU 
Save 50 percent with concrete and foam walls 

Q« Jim: I plan to build a new house or 
• add a large room over a basement. I 

want super-insulated walls and extra 
strength to resist tornadoes and hurricanes. 
What is the best construction method for 
me? 
- Paul K. 

A. Dear Paul: Concrete/foam block 
• house construction is one of the 

best new house construction methods 
available and it would be an excellent fit 
with your needs. It produces super-effi¬ 
cient airtight walls with insulation values 
up to R-32 and can resist tornado and 
hurricane force winds up to 150 mph. 

A finished concrete/foam block 
typically looks no different than any 
other house on your street. The simplic¬ 
ity of this construction method, along 
with its super strength, gives your archi¬ 
tect or builder even more design flexibil¬ 
ity. This same construction method can 
be used for the foundation, making your 
basement as comfortable as your living 
room. 

As compared to a similar-sized stick- 
built house constructed with 2x4 walls, 
a concrete/foam block house has much 
lower utility bills, up to a 50 percent sav¬ 
ings. These tremendous monthly savings 
can easily pay back any higher initial 
construction costs quickly. Since the 
construction methods are so simple, you 
can help with some of the basic set up 
and reduce the construction labor costs. 

These utility bill savings result from 
more than just the higher wall insulation 
levels. By their basic design concept, 
with interlocking tongue-and-groove 
blocks, concrete/foam block houses are 
very airtight. With the super-strong con¬ 
crete inner-structure, these houses settle 
very little so they remain airtight liter¬ 
ally for as long as they stand. 

A secondary benefit of the heavy 
concrete and the air tightness is the no¬ 
ticeably reduced outdoor noise transmis¬ 
sion through the walls. The heavy mass 

is most effective at blocking the deeper, 
low frequency type of rumbling sounds. 
Since these houses are so efficient, they 
require smaller, less expensive furnaces, 
air conditioners or heat pumps to be in¬ 
stalled. 

With the heavy concrete structure 
inside the walls, the energy savings and 
efficiency can be even greater in the sum¬ 
mer. The tons of concrete act as thermal 
mass to moderate temperature swings in¬ 
doors throughout the day and night. 
This naturally maintains more even in¬ 
door room temperatures and minimizes 
some of the peak electricity demand on 
hot afternoons. 

The simplest, and oldest type of con¬ 
crete/foam block construction is the 
“Legos” method. Basically, the wall is 
constructed of large hollow lightweight 
(5 to 10 lbs.) expanded polystyrene foam 
blocks, similar to common foam coolers. 
You just stack up the interlocking foam 
blocks to make the wall. This is the part 
of construction that you can help with. 

Once the walls are completely 
stacked, openings for windows and doors 
are easily cut into the foam and the 
openings are framed. Next, reinforcing 
steel rods are slipped inside the hollow 
block cavities. A concrete truck, with a 
pump attachment, pumps the concrete 
into the openings at the top of the wall. 
The concrete flows throughout the wall 
cavities. 

To reduce transportation costs of the 
large hollow blocks to your building site, 
many manufacturers are now offering 
half blocks or special flat insulating foam 
panels. These blocks or panels are as¬ 
sembled into full blocks at your building 
site when the house is assembled. Check 

James Dulley is a mechanical engineer who 
writes on a wide variety of energy and util¬ 
ity topics. His column appears in a large 

number of daily newspapers. 

Copyright 1999 James Dulley 
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with your local professional build¬ 
ers association for builders familiar 
with these methods. 

These half blocks are as¬ 
sembled in various manners. Some 
true half blocks have interlocking 
teeth on the inside of the mating 
blocks that slide together. Others 
use a plastic or a metal web to posi¬ 

tion and attach the two halves or 
flat foam pieces together. This web 
method provides a convenient at¬ 
tachment point for the interior and 
exterior wall finishing materials. 

The exterior of a concrete/ 
foam block house can be finished 
with any traditional finishing mate¬ 
rial - brick, siding, stone, stucco, 

Very complex 
designs can 
be built with 

concrete/ 
foam blocks 

/" N 

Concrete/ 
foam block 

house under 
construction 

This foam 
block design 

has web 
supports 
between 
two sides \ > 

Use any 
exterior 
finishing 
method 

over foam 

Strong 
concrete post 

and beam 
structure 

inside foam 

Concrete/foam block house is efficient, strong 

Name 

Send Illinois Country Living 
to a friend or relative 

The cost is $5 for a one-year subscription 

Address 

City State ZIP 

Mail to: Illinois Country Living 
P.O. Box 3787 
Springfield, IL 62708 

etc. When using the half block de¬ 
sign, the exposed end surfaces of 
the connecting webs provide a 
strong attachment point for inte¬ 
rior drywall and exterior materials. 

There are several newer earth- 
friendly box designs that use either 
recycled insulating foam or wood 
materials mixed with cement to 
make the insulating blocks. These 
blocks are stronger and heavier 
than virgin foam blocks, but still 
easy to handle. These walls are as¬ 
sembled and filled with reinforced 
concrete by the same method as all 
foam blocks. 

For more information, write 
for (instantly download - 
www.dulley.com) Utility Bills Up¬ 
date No. 507 - list of 18 manufac¬ 
turers of concrete/foam blocks 
showing sizes, R-values, block 
weight, descriptions, prices and 
construction details. Please include 
$3.00 and a business-size SASE. 
James Dulley, Illinois Country Liv¬ 
ing, P.O. Box 54987, Cincinnati, 
OH 45254. 

The New-for-2001 
DR® TRIMMER/ 
MOWER ... 

$339— 

FACTORY 
DIRECT! 
Now there 
are DR" 
models 
for every 
property 

Patented 
Made in USA 

TOLL 
37-3113 

TRIMS easier than hand-held trimmers...plus 
MOWS lawns, even tall, wet grass! 
NEW FEATURES make this the easiest-to-use, 
best-performing trimmer-on-wheels anywhere! 
Now.ANTI-WRAP. EDGING, and optional 
BRUSH CUTTING capabilities on all models! 

For your FREE, 24-page DR' TRIMMER/MOWER ” 
CATALOG, including how you can try out a DR® i 
RISK FREE on your property for 30 days, mail this 
coupon today! 

Name  

Address. 

City. State ZIP 

DR COUNTRY HOME PRODUCTS', Dept. 37972X 

Meigs Road, P.O. Box 25, Vergennes, VT 05491 

 www.drtrimmers.com  
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WorkSAVER! 
BackSAVER! 
The DR® POWER WAGON™ is great news for 
homeowners who are tired of straining their 
backs and muscles carrying heavy loads with 
inadequate wheelbarrows and garden carts. The 
DR® is POWER-DRIVEN so it does the 
work — not your arms and back. 
MULTIPLE SPEEDS for powerins j®! 
up hills! DISC BRAKES 
control your speed going down. 
DUMP BED makes 
for easy un¬ 
loading of 
gravel, soil, 
firewood, 
and rocks. 
Ride-on 
option 
available. 

So, WHY 
RISK 
straining 
vour hack 
and muscles? 

\(po<t)'in-'Zy\3 

The 
EASY 
WAY! 

4.5 & 6 HP Models Available! 
| Please mail this coupon today for FREE DETAILS | 
i about the Revolutionary DR® POWERWAGON™ i 
[including prices and specifications of Manual andj 
i Electric-Starting Models, and Factory-Direct Savings i 
j now in effect. There is no obligation. 

I Name % 

Address 

WCG 

City State   ZIP  

rwj* COUNTRY HOME PRODUCTS8, Dept. 37974X 
Meigs Road, RO. Box 25, Vergennes, VT 05491 
 www.drpowerwagon.com 

DIABETIC? 
Your Medicare and/or private insurance may 
qualify you for NO COST diabetic supplies! 

Free delivery 1-800-453-9033 x25 
AMERICAN DIABETIC SUPPLY INC. 

HERITAGE 
BUILDING SYSTEMS 

Established 1979 

800-643-5555 

BUILD IT YOURSELF AND SAVE 

24 x 40 x 10  $4,060 
40 x 60 X 12  $6,950 
50 x 80 x 16 $12,514 
80 X 200 X 18ml   $40,561 
100 X 200 X 20m 1  $50,055 

Commercial all steel buildings and component 
parts from America’s largest distributor since 
1979. Any size is available featuring easy 
bolt up rigid frame design for industry, office, 
mini-storage, shop, farm and all steel homes. 
Call us today for a free information package 
and quote on the best buildings made. 

Mini Warehouse Sale 
Any Shape Any Size 

w w xv. m e t a 1 b I (I g. c o m 

2 SEAT BIKE 

Street 
Easy to 
1. 2 & 4 
Cargo Carrier 

RHOflDC/ (HR 615 822-2737 Ext 9986 

Ha waii 
Farm Tour 

The Best Escorted Vacations, You’ll Ever Find 

15 Days From 

$1814 
4 IsIdlldS Add $110 for some departure cities 

Departs Mondays and Thursdays January 14th 
thru the 31st, 2002. Includes airfare. Hawaiian 
owned hotels, transfers, baggage handling, Es¬ 
cort flying with you from island to island, staying 
in OAHU, HAWAII (Kona & Hilo), MAUI & KAUAI. 
Sightseeing includes Honolulu City Tour with Pearl 
Harbor, Volcano National Park, Kona Coffee Plan¬ 
tation Tour, Parker Cattle Ranch Museum, Or¬ 
chid Nursery, Macadamian Nut Factory Tour, 
Wailua Riverboat Cruise, Fern Grotto, Guava 
Plantation, plus more as listed in brochure. 

YMTVAC.ATl0fiS- 
Open Sunday - PROD - Groups Welcome 

1-800-888-8204 
Our 34rd Year - Over a million satisfied customers 

DIABETES ? 
If you have Medicare, 
Champus or Private 

Insurance 
You Can Receive 

Your Diabetic Supplies at 
Little or NO COST to you. 

a Medicare Participating Provider 
Assignment AcceptedNo 

Paperwork / No Upfront Costs 

Free delivery Risk Free / 
Guaranteed in Writing! 

call now:l-800-689-4377 
Diabetes Providers Inc. 

(sorry, NO HMO’S) 

FREE Poultry Catalog Showing 
All Kinds of Poultry in Color 

Over 70 Varieties, Baby Chicks, Exotic 
Rare Breeds, Fighting Games, Guineas, 
Turkeys, Ducks, Bantams. 

MasterCard, Discover & Visa 

Fax /Vo: 660-647-3999 

E-mail: martip@iland.net. 

MARTI POULTRY FARM 
Box 27-7, Windsor, Missouri 65360 

 Telephone — 660-647-3156  

Arco Quality Steel Buildings 
Over 20 years in service 

Visit us at ourweb-site-www.arcosteel.com 
1-800-241-8339 

40X60X12 $ 7,947 

50X75X10 $10,172 

60X100X12 $15,750 

60X75X12 $12,263 

50X100X12 $13,186 

100X100X12 w/column $22,977 

100X150X14 w/column $34,981 

FOB Plant-All sizes available 
Local codes may affect prices 

Arco Building Systems, Inc. 
3300 Holcomb Bridge Rd., Suite 201 

Norcross, Georgia 30092 

DENTURES 
IN ONE-DAY SERVICE 

Custom Upper and or Lower 
Opposing Imp. $15 
ADA Approved Materials 
Appointment Highly Advised *99 

GENERAL DENTISTRY 
AND 

OTHER DENTAL SERVICES AVAILABLE 

WHERE £!! 

Adult Care Dentures 

DR. THOMAS ARNOLD 
101 Marshall Place 

CARMI, IL 62821 
Information or appointment 

Call 

1 800 825 8044 
or 618 382 8010 

. | Extractions and simple oral surgery at 
A I OTT reduced fee with Dental appliance 
fxl xJ all at Dr.’s quote 

Mt. Vernon  ■ 

\ 
Benton ■ — 

Marion j — 

No personal 
checks please. 

k Evansville 
I IN 
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SCIENTIFIC BREAKTHROUGH FROM SWEDEN 

Clinical Study Using U.S. Regulatory Agencies Established Guidelines Indicate Remarkable Results From New Therapy 

Spider Veins Gone Guaranteed! 
A (telangiectasia) 

Vanish Unsightly Spider Veins Safely & Naturally Actual Testimonial Stop hiding your legs and being embarrassed by unsightly spider 
veins. Now there’s a safe way to virtually eliminate or fade spi¬ 
der veins in as little as just a few weeks! Developed by a 

Swedish pharmacist, this amazing patented formula is not a cover-up; 
it’s made of herbal compounds, natural and botanical ingredients 
to work on spider veins. Ugly spider veins fade and your legs will 
look so good you’ll want to show them off! 

Unbelievable but true 90% Proven success rate 
in clinical studies 
This remarkable, all natural, penetrating lotion was proven to sig¬ 
nificantly reduce the appearance of spider veins with regular use- 
even the bright red ones! Here’s just a few of the excited comments 
we heard: "Easy to use & all natural ”, “Fast results ”, “Not greasy ”, 

“ My legs feel softer", “I felt better about wearing shorts in the 
summer , and It does the job 
Veinish has also been tested on hundreds of both men and 
women over a two year period with significant results. 

Actual Digital Photographs Of Subjects Skin 
Taken Right From The Clinical Study: 

veinish' 
poicntea firrmaia 

* miuu OH apptar**' 
ofspidtrmm 

Actual photographs of subjects legs in the area afflicted with spider veins 
(telangiectasia), before & after treatment with Veinish, the Swedish vein lotion. 

NoDoctors, 
No Surgery, 
No Pain, 
just Amazing Veinish 
Spider Veins are actually clogged veins 
-the blood gets trapped near the surface 
of the skin, creating an ugly spider pat 
tern. Simply rub Veinish on those spider 
veins--it deeply penetrates the skin to make 
those spider veins virtually vanish. In just 
weeks, spider veins are significantly reduced 
and you have healthy, younger looking legs! 

After lust One Treatment With Veinish, 
You ’ll want to Show Off Your Legs 
Don’t go another day covering your legs, because 
you’re embarrassed of spider veins. Now you can 
have healthy looking legs that you can be proud 
of. Safe, natural and with fast results, Veinish 
is the solution to your spider vein problem 
Order today. Your satisfaction is guaranteed 
or send back for a full product refund. 

Don 7 forget to ask how to get a 30 Day 
supply of Veinish Free! 

Fast Service Call Toll Free... 

1-888-306-9043 
24 hours a day ~ 7 days a week 

owaLQuaTtawcm. IMC. ■ 

YOUR HEALTH NEWS 

Snore-Free Nights 
The Very First Night Guaranteed}. 
NEW SPRAY SOLVES SNORING PROBLEMS INSTANTLY - GUARANTEED! It’s true! A quick spray with D-Snore before bed and 

you'll sleep like a baby all night long! This amazing 
fast-acting, all-natural formula instantly moistens the 

membranes of the soft palette to allow free and easy 
breathing that lasts. Forget surgery, special pillows, and 
all the other contraptions-D-Snore is the safe, affordable 
solution you’ve been looking for. 

CLINICALLY PROVEN FORMULA! 
Clinical Studies boast an 84% success rate. Studies also 
state that people using D-Snore showed an increase in 
their deep sleep. That means feeling more rested when 
you wake. 

ACTUAL RESULTS TAKEN FROM THE 
CLINICAL STUDY: 
“The decrease in the average snoring level represents a 
very significant change. 84 % of the subjects showed a sig¬ 
nificant improvement while using D-Snore. ” 

-Mark J. Buchfuhrer, M.D 

Guaranteed Snore-Free nights! 
One quick spray with D-Snore and you and your loved 
ones will sleep snore-free for a great night s sleep. Actually 
works the very first night. We guarantee it! Try D-Snore- 
if you don’t stop snoring the very first night, just send it 
back for a full, product refund. 

Here’s what some of our over 300,000 
customers are saying about D-Snore...  
“We put D-Snore to the test... ” 
“We got flooded with calls with volunteers...” 
“Ifyou have a snoring problem...give D-Snore a try” 
“It works! ” 
-KATV-7 ABC News, Little Rock, Arkansas  

“I have been married to my husband for 13 years. The past 5 
years, he has kept me awake nightly with his snoring... He has 
been using D-Snore for one month, and I have never felt so well 
rested! From the first night, NO MORE SNORING!!! ...Thank You, 
Thank You!!!" 
-T. McCroy 

“I bought it for husband, but it was going to benefit me. He snored 
so much, so loud that I felt I almost needed to go outside and apol¬ 
ogize to my neighbors. It was that loud... He’s been using it for 6- 
8 months. [The change] happened overnight, it was immediate.” 
— S. Fernandez  

“/ tried nose drops and those breath things you stick across your 
nose. Nothing worked. I had tried other products on the market, 
and those didn ’t work. D-Snore works.” 
-Dorothy Burks 

Let D-Snore work for you too. Call now and order D- 
Snore- for yourself and your loved ones you love. And 
don’t forget to ask how you can get one full month’s 
supply ofD-Snore absolutely free. 

Fast Service Call Toll Free... 1-888-306-561724 hours a day - 7 days a week 
©WaiQUGT iniaiwm INC 



Illinois' 

FINEST COOKING 
Our Daily 

Bread 
*20"' \nn>vcrsttr> 

Firsi Christian 
Church of Cowdi 

iTnirr* 
l.n- the H<> 

Calvary Baptist Church in 

Canton submits its cookbook 

filled with 88 pages of delicious 

recipes. This spiral-bound soft- 

backed book sells for $9 includ¬ 

ing postage. To order, contact 

Robin Ogle, 20 N. Ave. I, Can¬ 

ton, IL 61520, or call her at 

(309) 647-3444. 

First Christian Church 

of Covuden submits its 

1998 hard-backed cook¬ 

book to celebrate the 

church’s 100-year anniver¬ 

sary. The book contains 

498 delicious recipes and 

can be purchased by con¬ 

tacting Shirley Hall at R1 

Box 102, Cowden, IL 

62422. The cost of the 

book is $10 plus $5 ship¬ 

ping and handling. 

Calvary Baptist Church, Canton 

Anna Ogle Chicken Gumbo Instant Hot Cocoa Mix 

4 boxes instant chocolate 
pudding 
1 large jar coffee creamer 

Baked Macaroni and Cheese 

2 C. macaroni 
2 T. butter 
2 T. flour 
1-3/4 C. milk 

ThreeCheese Pasta Bake 

1 (10 3/4-oz.) can condensed 
Cheddar cheese soup 

3/4 C. milk 
1/4 tsp. pepper 
1 C. shredded mozzarella cheese 

1 C. cocoa 
5 C. powdered milk 
3 C. sugar 

3 heaping table- 

Amy Knott 

1/2 tsp. salt 
1/8 tsp. pepper 
1/2 lb. Velveeta cheese 

Diana Tourtillott 

3 C. mostaccioli noodles, cooked 
2 T. grated Parmesan cheese 
2 T. dry bread crumbs 
1 T. melted butter or margarine 

6 celery ribs, chopped 
3 med. green peppers, 

chopped 
3 med. onions, chopped 
3/4 C. butter 
10 qt. chicken broth 
7 cans diced tomatoes, 

undrained 

3 bay leaves 
2 T. minced parsley 

Tuna Mushroom Casserole 

1 (12-oz.) pkg. wide noodles 
cooked and drained 

2 (6-oz.) cans tuna, drained 
1 (4-oz.) can mushroom stems 

and pieces, drained 
1 (10 3/4-oz.) can condensed 

cream of mushroom soup 

Marcia Hulsey 

1 T. pepper 
2 or 3 T. garlic powder 
2 tsp. salt 
2 C. uncooked long-grain rice 
10C. cubed, cooked chicken 
6 C. cubed, fully cooked ham 
1 pkg. frozen okra 
2 lbs. cooked sm. shrimp, peeled 

and deveined 

Judy Smith 

1-1/3 C. milk 
1/2 tsp. salt 
1/4 tsp. pepper 
1/2 C. crushed saltines 
3 T. margarine, melted 
Paprika, tomato slices and 

fresh thyme (opt.) 

Mix together well and store in Mason jars. Add 
spoons to 6-8 oz. boiling water. 

Cook macaroni and drain; melt butter in saucepan. Blend in flour. 
Stir in milk slowly and cook, stir constantly until mixture thickens. 
Add seasonings and cheese, stir until cheese is melted. Add maca¬ 
roni and transfer to a 1-quart casserole. Bake at 400u for 20 min¬ 
utes. 

In a large kettle, saute celery, green peppers and onions in butter 
until tender. Add chicken broth, tomatoes, bay leaves, parsley, pep¬ 
per, garlic powder and salt; bring to boil. Stir in rice. Reduce heat. 
Cover and simmer for 15-20 minutes or until rice is tender. Stir in 
chicken, ham, okra and shrimp. Simmer for 8-10 minutes or until 
shrimp turns pink and okra is tender. Discard leaves. Makes 48 
cups. 

In a large bowl, combine soup, milk and pepper. Stir in mozzarella 
cheese. Add mostaccioli; toss gently to coat. Spoon into 2-quart 
oblong baking dish. Sprinkle Parmesan cheese over pasta mixture. 
In a small bowl, combine bread crumbs and margarine; sprinkle 
crumb mixture in rows over cheese. Bake at 375“ for 35 minutes or 
until hot and bubbly. 

In a large bowl, combine noodles, tuna and mushrooms. Combine 
soup, milk, salt and pepper; pour over noodle mixture and mix 
well. Pour into a greased 2-1/2-quart baking dish. Combine saltines 
and butter; sprinkle over noodles. Bake, uncovered, at 350“ for 35- 
45 minutes or until heated through. If desired, sprinkle with pa¬ 
prika and garnish with tomatoes and thyme. 
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Deep Dish Burrito Sember DeRenzy 

2 flour tortillas 
3 C. mozzarella cheese 
1 lb. hamburger, browned 
1 packet burrito seasoning 

2 C. hot pepper cheese 
1 can refried beans (watered 

down so it’s easy to spread) 
2 C. salsa 

Put the flour tortillas on the bottom of 13 X 9-inch baking pan. 
Add 1 cup shredded mozzarella cheese, sprinkling evenly all around. 
Brown hamburger and add burrito seasoning packet to meat. Cook 
as directed. Layer meat on top of cheese, spreading evenly. Add 1 
cup shredded hot pepper cheese on top of meat layer. Spread wa¬ 
tered down refried beans on top of cheese layer. Sprinkle 1 cup hot 
pepper and 1 cup mozzarella cheese on top of beans. Spread on 
salsa. Top with more shredded cheese and bake at 350° for 30 min¬ 
utes. 

Chocolate Caramel Brownies Sherry Snider 

1 German chocolate cake mix 12-oz. milk chocolate chips 
2/3 C. evaporated milk 12-oz. caramels 
3/4 C. melted butter 

Mix 1/3 cup evaporated milk, butter and cake mix. Put 1/2 of the 
dough into a 9 X 13-inch cake pan. Bake for 6-8 minutes at 350 . 
While this is baking, melt the caramels and stir in 1/3 cup evapo¬ 
rated milk. Take the pan out of the oven and sprinkle 1/2 of the 
chocolate chips over the top of the half-baked dough. Pour all of the 
caramel over the chips. Take pinches of the remainder of dough and 
top the caramel layer. Sprinkle the rest of the chocolate chips on 
top and bake for 15-18 minutes at 350°. 

Cinnamon Rolls 

First Christian Church, Cowden 
Jennifer Beck Hamburger Stroganoff Maggie Roadarmel 

1 yellow or white cake mix 
2 pkg. yeast 
4 C. warm water 
2 tsp. salt 
9 C. flour 

1/4 C. oil 
3/4 C. soft oleo 
3/4 C. sugar 
3 T. cinnamon 

Stir together cake mix, yeast and salt. Add half water and oil; stir 
until smooth. Stir in remaining water, and 5 cups of flour, mix 
well. Add remainder of flour, stir well. Cover and let set 1 hour in 
warm place. Stir down; place on well-floured board and divide into 
3 equal parts. Roll each part to a 10 X 16 rectangle. Spread each 
with 1/4 cup softened oleo and sprinkle with mixture of 1 T. cin¬ 
namon and 1/4-cup sugar per section. Roll into 16-inch roll; cut 
into 12 equal pieces and place in greased 9 X 13-inch pan. Let rise 
1-1/2 hours and bake at 350° for 20-25 minutes until browned. 
Cool slightly and drizzle with thin confectioners sugar icing. 

Broccoli Salad Jessie Yarnell 

4 C. broccoli 
1 C. cauliflower 
1/2 C. sunflower seeds 
12 strips bacon, fried 

and crumbled 

1 C. real mayonnaise 
1/3 C. sugar 
1 T. vinegar 
1/4 to 1/2 tsp. onion powder 

1 lb. ground beef 
1/2 lb. mushrooms, sliced or 

1 can drained 
2 small onions, chopped 
3 T. butter 
2 T. flour 

1 can beef consomme 
1 T. tomato paste or catsup 
1 tsp. Worcestershire sauce 
1/2 tsp. salt 
1/8 tsp. pepper 
1 C. sour cream 

Saute meat, onions and mushrooms in butter. Drain excess fat. 
Sprinkle with flour; stir lightly. Add consomme and stir until smooth 
and slightly thickened. Add tomato paste, Worcestershire sauce, salt 
and pepper. Simmer and stir for 10 minutes. Just before serving, 
stir in sour cream. Serve over noodles or rice. Serves 4. 

French Apple Cake 

4 C. apples, chopped 
1 C. nuts 
2 eggs 
1 C. oil 
2 C. sugar 

Daisy Logsdon 

Itsp. salt 
Itsp. baking soda 
1 tsp. cinnamon 
2-1/2 C. flour 

Mix all ingredients together. Bake for 1 hour in a tube pan at 350°. 

Pecan Sandies Rick Beck 

Mix mayonnaise, sugar, vinegar and onion powder together and 
pour over vegetable mixture. Toss together well. 

Light Fettuccine Alfredo Sauce Delores Sinclair 

1 C. butter 
2-1/4 C. flour 
1/3 C. sugar 
1 tsp. vanilla extract 

1 C. powdered sugar 
1 T. water 
1 C. pecans, finely chopped 

1-1/3 C. skim milk 
2 tsp. flour 
3 slices fat-free Swiss cheese 
2 small garlic cloves, minced 
3 slices fat-free American 

cheese, cubed 

2 T. fat-free cream cheese 
1 T. plus 2 tsp. Molly 

McButter sprinkles 
4 C. cooked fettuccine noodles 
Parsley flakes 

Beat butter; add half of flour. Add sugar, vanilla and water. Mix 
well. Beat in remaining flour, then stir in pecans. Roll into bite-size 
balls. Place on ungreased cookie sheet. Bake at 325° for 20 minutes 
or until bottoms are lightly brown. Cool on wire rack, then gently 
shake in a bag of powdered sugar. Place on rack for 10 minutes, 
then shake with powdered sugar again. 

In medium saucepan on high, add milk, flour, Swiss cheese and 
garlic; whisk to a boil. Reduce heat; simmer until thickened. Add 
cheese; whisk until blended. Stir in butter. Pour over hot noodles. 
Garnish with parsley flakes. 

Mexican Casserole Tina Banning 

Bake a perfect cake every time! 

1, Fill cake pans 2/3 full and spread batter into corners and 
sides, leaving a slight hollow in the center. 

1 lb. hamburger 
1 onion, chopped 
1 can chili with beans 

1 can cream of mushroom soup 
8 oz. shredded Cheddar cheese 
Doritos 

Brown hamburger and onion; add chili and cream of mushroom 
soup. Heat for about 5 minutes. Layer Doritos in a 9 X 13-inch pan, 
followed with meat mixture and top with cheese. Cover with foil 
and bake at 350° for 25 minutes. 

2. Cake is done when it shrinks from the sides of the pan or 
if it springs back when touched lightly with a finger. 

3. Do not frost cakes until thoroughly cool. 

4. Icing will remain where you put it if you sprinkle cake 
with powdered sugar first. 
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<r heating bills for 

Ihigher this coming winter 

o use natural g 

last winter.—Depa 

b{> A 
<y 

50% 
ergy, 8/00 

Call an independent WaterFurnace Dealer near you for a 
Free Energy Analysis to see how much you can save. 
Special el ectric rates may also b e available. 

Arnold Brothers Heating & Cooling Hinrichsen Mike’s Heating & Air 
Macomb 309-833-2852 Goodfield 309-965-2769 Vienna 618-695-2756 

Metropolis 618-524-3270 
BEL-0 Sales & Service, Inc. Holloway Heating & Air Conditioning 
Belleville 618-235-6626 Ml Vernon 618-242-5481 Peters Heating & Air 
Columbia 618-281-8118 Conditioning, Inc. 

Houston Plumbing Quincy 217-222-1368 
Boyce Electric Paxton, Gibson City Pittfield 217-285-1600 
Cissna Park 815457-2700 1-800-379-2165 

R & M Electric 
Burgess & Son, Inc. Hoveln Heating & Cooling Watseka 8154324062 
Girard 217-627-2665 Thomasboro 217-643-2125 

Stein Heating & Cooling 
Charlie’s Air Conditioning Jeckel Plumbing & Heating Hardin 618-576-2313 
Carterville 618-985-2502 Delavan 309-244-8265 

Snell’s Plumbing & Heating 
Collins Plumbing & Heating Jansen’s Heating & Air Conditioning Virden 217-965-3911 

Springfield 217-793-8031 
Petersburg 217-632-3670 

Effingham 217-347-5223 Litchfield 217-3244560 

Kupferschmid, Inc. Toennies Service Co. 
Den-Son Inc. Cooling & Heating Pontiac 815-842-3812 Damiansville 618-248-5130 
Brighton 618-372-8375 Forrest 815-657-8147 

Tracy Electric 
Design Air Heating & Air Conditioning LD Mechanical Contractors, Inc. Lawemceville 618-943-2243 

Decatur 217429-1105 Charieston 217-345-9633 

1-800452-7845 Triangle Heating & Cooling 
Macari Service Center Tuscola 217-253-5400 

Easley Mechanical Shelbyville 217-7744214 

Canton 309-647-3450 Pana 217-562-3631 Turczyn Heating & Air Conditioning 
Peru 815-223-0715 

Electro Electric McCords Heating and Air Conditioning 
Flora 618-6624520 West Frankfort 618-932-3745 Williams Air Conditioning & Heating, Inc. 

Murphysboro 618-684-3606 

Energy Specialists Middleton Heating & Cooling Inc. Steelville 618-965-2040 

Toluca 800-782-7491 Cobden 618-893-2821 

Yard Heating & Cooling 
G-M Specialists 
Canton 309-647-5700 

Taylorville 217-824-4737 
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MARKETPLACE 
USED MEAT SAWS, slicers, grinders, 
tenderizers and other butchering equip¬ 
ment. 2615 South 1st, Springfield, Illinois. 
Phone (217) 522-3934. 

INSULATION - 4 x 8 sheets, foil-backed 
foam — also rolls of foil-bubble-pak 
insulation. All factory seconds. Contact 
Ken Nichols at (800) 424-1256. 

USED AND NEW restaurant and con¬ 
cession EQUIPMENT. Ice machines, 
grills, fryers, sinks, poppers, ice cream 
machines, etc. Erio Sales, 2615 So. 1st, 
Springfield, IL. (217) 522-3934. 

PLAY GOSPEL SONGS by EAR! Add 
Chords, Piano, Organ. 10 easy lessons 
$7-50. Guaranteed. Davidsons, 6727R1 
Metcalf, Shawnee Mission, Kansas 66204. 

CUSTOM SAWMILLING with Portable 
Woodmizer. Your place or mine. Call Jim 
Virkler, (815) 692-2890. 

WANTED: ALL SPECIES STANDING 
TIMBER. Free estimates, no obligation. 
Call Paul Jones, Ridgway, IL 62979. Phone 
(618) 272-3031. 

FIBERGLASS, CORRUGATED, 26-inch 
wide. 8-10-12 foot long. 8 ft.-$4. 12 ft.-$6. 
Large supply, all colors. Dongola, IL. 
(618) 827-4737. 

SWENEY’S LLAMAS: Quality breeding 
since 1978. Exceptional sires and bred 
females. OUTSTANDING BABIES, 
beautiful llamas ready for a new home. 
Farm visits welcome. Avon, IL. (309) 465- 
3847. 

E-Z MATIC® PET DOORS. Totally 
weather-tight, super quiet, safe, easy to 
install/use. Sizes for any dog/cat. Free bro¬ 
chure. E-mail tom@riversidespooner.com. 
Riverside Products W7909 Green Valley 
Road, Spooner, WI 54801. Toll free: (866) 
635-2644. www.riversidespooner.com. 

CREDIT CARD STRESS? Lower pay¬ 
ments. Reduce and eliminate interest. 
Non-profit. No fee, confidential. American 
Credit and Debt Management. (800) 442- 
9243. 

ARE YOU RECEIVING MORTGAGE 
payments? Cash for your note. Free 
quotations. (800) 269-9510. 

RECEIVING PAYMENTS ON PROP¬ 
ERTY SOLD?? We pay cash for real estate 
notes, mortgages, annuities, structured 
settlements, land contracts... Nationwide... 
Highest prices paid!! Quick closing!! 
Investor Mortgage Service, Call Steve at 
(800) 254-3373. 

AUTHORIZED RAINBOW DISTRIBU¬ 
TOR. New and used rainbows. Repairs, 
supplies and service. Living air purifiers. 
L &c L Distributing, 116 S. Van Buren 
St., Newton, IL 62448. (877) 783-3755. 

ARE YOU INTERESTED in home-based 
business? Representing a company with 
integrity, family values and genuine con¬ 
cern for others, while also making a great 
income? Leading 11-year-old Food Science 
Company, publicly held, looking for 
people with a heart for helping people. 
Serious inquires, call Sabrina Walsh at 
(888) 545-9797. 

ATTN: CISTERN & WELL OWNERS. 
Gauge mounts in your home show 
how much water you have. Hellborn 
Innoventions, 8036 Blinds Hollow Road, 
Sparta, IL 62286. (888) 333-7194. 

FOR SALE: Used electric kilns and 
potter’s wheels for pottery and ceramics, 
220 volt-one phase. Evenings: (217) 483- 
3223. 

WATER CONDITIONER with no salt, 
no maintenance, no electricity, no replace¬ 
ment parts. Call (800) 500-3303, Tower 
Hill, IL. Ask for Bob. 

MAGNETIC THERAPY is reported by 
many to give relief from: pain, migraine, 
headaches, allergies, arthritis, etc. (800) 
500-3303, ask for Bob. 

VITAMINS/MINER ALS/HERBALS 
WHOLESALE! Stop paying retail for your 
vitamins/minerals/herbals. For more 
information, send your name, address and 
phone number to Terry and Associates, 
RR 1 Box 80, Congerville, IL 61729. 

COMPOSTING TOILETS, PORTABLE 
STORAGE BUILDINGS, lighthouses, 
lawn furniture, gazebos, children’s 
playscapes. Hillside Hideaway, we deliver. 
Rt. 117 one mile north of Goodfield. Ph. 
(309) 965-2586. 

Are WE POISONING OUR CHILDREN? 
The answer may shock you. For a free 
brochure, send a SABSE to Terry and 
Associates, RR 1 Box 80, Congerville, IL 
61729. 

ARE YOU SICK ‘N’ TIRED of feeling sick 
‘n’ tired? Try Barley Green for energy and 
stamina. Feel better! Great for pets, too! 
Toll free (877) 301-8460. 

AMERICA’S BEST SECRET: WATKINS 
since 1868. Top 10 home business with 
375 products everyone uses. Start under 
$50. Free packet. (800) 352-5213. 

WORK CLOTHES 
GOOD CLEAN Rental-type work clothes, 
6 pants and 6 shirts to match-$29.95. 
Lined work jackets-$9.95. Satisfaction 
Guaranteed! Send sizes with check or 
money order plus $6.95-S&H to: WALT’S 
WHOLESALE, P.O. Box 208-E, 
Darlington, SC 29540. Or MC/Visa 
orders (800) 233-1853 www.usedwork 
clothing.com. 

IF YOU MUST WORK...there’s no place 
like home! Build your own successful 
home-based business. I’ve done it and can 
show you how. 24-hr. message: (800) 399- 
3292. 

LLAMAS and MINIATURE DONKEYS, 
registered and from good quality stock. 
$250 and up. E-mail: llamas@shawnee 
link.net or call (618) 783-2169. 

MORTGAGE BUYERS SINCE 1970. 
Any size — any state. References on request. 
Buying seller-financed loans, our specialty. 
For free brochure, call Dale at (800) 526- 
0461. 

FOR SALE - LOTS of QUILTS and quilt- 
tops. Hand & machine quilting for others. 
Phone (618) 483-5629. 

WANTED TO BUY: Standing timber and 
logs. Timber harvesting specialist. Direct 
markets for grade logs and veneer. Prices 
unbeatable. (618) 426-3065. 

GENERATORS for HOME, FARM, or 
BUSINESS. PTO, portable, home standby 
and UPS systems. Emergency Power 
Systems, Inc. (815) 434-5661 or (815) 488- 
9816 (cell). 
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WANTED TO BUY: LP’s, Record albums 
and 45’s in good condition. Paying cash. 
Call (618) 724-9259. 

WHY WAIT? GET CASH now! For your 
insurance settlements, lottery and prize 
winnings, trust funds and inheritances. 
Call (800) 269-9510. 

We hem pants. NITAS... SEW WHAT! 
West side square, Auburn, IL. Custom 
sewing, alterations, leather repair. 
(217) 438-6914. www.nitassewwhat.com. 

NEED A PROGRAM? live, laugh, love 
with Louie the Singing Farmer-Humor 
with a message. Louis Reuschel, Box 204 
Golden, IL 62339. 

AUTO INSURANCE - Good drivers, 
bad drivers, teenage drivers. Check our 
low, low rates for Southern Illinois. Call 
Odle Insurance at (618) 242-4340. 

KNIVES FOR SALE. Hunting, Fishing, 
Kitchen knives. Catalog is online. 
www.premiumknives.com or phone 
(877) 689-2915. 

GROW BABY CORN for FUN or 
PROFIT. Seed available. Free information. 
SASE to Scm, RR2 Box 2802, Pittsfield, 
IL 62363 or mcglsn@yahoo.com. 

FOR SALE: a BUNDLE of HARDWOOD 
LUMBER, $497. (618) 842-9588. 

WANTED TO BUY: STANDING TIM¬ 
BER. All species. Pay top price. Clear or 
select cut. Call (815) 434-4141. 

BEE BALM BEESWAX LOTION for 
working hands, troubled hands. No 
artificial additives. Beeswax heals and 
protects. Free catalog. Toll free (877) BEE- 
BALM. 

SICK CAMPER REFRIGERATOR? 
Specializing in rebuilding cooling units. 
New and used units available. Camper 
repair. Crutcher’s RV, Cropsey, IL. 
.(309) 377-3721. 

I WILL RENT A MOTEL UNIT on long¬ 
term basis to a retired person for $300 
month + tax. Your water, electric and heat 
included in that price. Call Ron (618) 289- 
3296. 

NO PAINTING! - vinyl replacement 
windows, patio rooms, decks, fences, 
gazebos - ANDERSON OVERHEAD 
DOOR - (618) 985-6776. Serving all 
Southern Illinois - service and sales. 

FOR SALE: USED BEAUTY SHOP. Hyd. 
Styling chair. Drying chair $125.00 ea. 
R.R. 1, Flora IL 62839. (618) 662-4055. 

HAY - QUALITY MIXED GRASS. No 
rain-mold. $1.50-$1.70 Bale. 12’Bumper 
- 16' Gooseneck Trailer. Newton Lake. 
Ingraham, IL (618) 752-5931. 

PRAIRIE TROUBADOUR: guitar player, 
folksinger, song leader, storyteller. MUSIC 
of the land, people, struggle, environment. 
Fun, serious. For young, old. Let’s talk. 
Edwin Waters - (217) 985-4687. 

WANTED TO BUY: new old stock parts 
for older IH tractors. Will buy a farmer’s 
single unused part or a closed dealership’s 
entire inventory. (618) 783-4102. 

FOR SALE: CASHMERE GOATS. $75.00 
and up. Males and females. Call (618) 275- 
4336. 

TRANQUILITY LLAMAS has a llama 
just for you! Need a sheep guard? Pet? Bred 
female? Stud? Young male or female? 
We’ve got them all, guaranteed to meet 
your needs, at affordable prices. We offer 
lifetime “technical support” and FREE 
DELIVERY in Illinois. Come visit soon. 
Your llama is waiting! (309) 963-4553. 

MANAGERS NEEDED IN ENVIRON¬ 
MENTAL PRODUCTS $50,000 - $75,000 
First year will train. Part time or full. Call 
(888) 210-6528. 

MUSCOVY DUCKS. All colors and ages. 
Chocolate, Black, Ripple, Barred, and 
Pied. Drakes and hens priced to sell. 
(618) 282-7782, wessaloosa@hotmail.com. 

COLLOIDAL MINERALS $5.97 per 
quart. Colloidal Silver $5.97 per pint. 
CoQlO 90-1 OOmg capsules $20.41. Beef 
Cartilage (Gelatin) $5.97 per pound. 
(800) 999-9345. Website www.4corners 
minerals.com 

REGAIN YOUR HEALTH through a 
natural baseline of products. High blood 
pressure, hormone health, weight loss. 
(618) 544-8166. www.gandp.healing 
america.com. 

WANTED: STANDING TIMBER and 
cut LOGS, top prices paid for all species. 
Call (217) 285-5992 or write Vernon W. 
Helle, Box 212, Griggsville, IL 62340. 

MEDICALLY-WHAT DOCTORS, 
HOSPITALS, and HMO’s don’t want you 
to know. Free information. (800) 547- 
3949. 

EARN MONEY WITH LITTLE EFFORT! 
Zigonline - the ultimate money making 
system. With $20 a month you can build 
a global business from your home. 
www.zigonline.com/12397 or Email: 
starsl938@hotmail.com. 

BANTAMS, GAMES, RARE BREEDS, 
standard breed chicks. Shipped safely to 
your local Post Office. Incubators, books, 
medications. Free color catalog. Crow 
Poultry, Box 106-0, Windsor, MO 65360. 
Phone: (660) 647-2614. Fax: (660) 647- 
3999. 

HOVEROUND ELECTRIC WHEEL¬ 
CHAIR with charger. Excellent condition. 
New $2,800 asking $1,500. Phone 
(618) 964-1329. 

ULTIMATE DEER RECIPE - You won’t 
believe it’s deer! Low fat easy marinade, 
grill for a taste better than prime beef cuts. 
Send $5 to Rhine Meats 3746 Rhine Road, 
Alto Pass, IL 62905. 

FOR SALE: NEW STIHL “066” chainsaw 
with 24" bar. Very good condition. $675. 
(618) 842-9588. 

REGISTERED MINIATURE DONKEYS. 
Pet, show, breeding quality. Gray duns, 
chocolates, spotted. (309) 647-7162. 
www.copperascreek.com. 

WWW.WORLDCLASSOUTDOORS 
.COM. Great Hunting and fishing, 
outfitters, discount trips and shopping, 
free stuff, trophies and more! 

AMISH HANDCRAFTED FURNITURE 
and homemade CANDIES delivered right 
to your door! Visitwww.amishlegacies.com 
or call (888) 887-2836. 

PURPLE MARTIN BIRD HOUSES 
$29.95, Gourds, telescopic poles, flag 
poles, finch feeders, gourd hangers. 
Factory direct. Free catalog. Call (800) 658- 
8908! www.sk-mfg.com. 

FREE home business information. Be your 
own boss! For FREE MONEY-MAKING 
reports call (618) 687-1654 or www.info 
nexis.com. 

ATTENTION LIVESTOCK FARMERS: 
Open pollinated seed corn $32. Out¬ 
produces hybrids for silage. Yields high 
protein grain. Quantity discount. (217) 
857-3377. 

WANTED TO BUY, SELL OR TRADE, 
Illinois Chauffeur badges, dashboard discs, 
and early IL license plates. Phone (309) 
787-161 7. Jack Wilson, 1306 113th 

Avenue, Milan, IL 61264. 

WINDMILLS! NEW! PUMPING AIR to 
aerate ponds or livestock tanks; keeping 
open water for cattle, ducks, geese, etc. 
Improves pond water quality. Also have 
electric aerators. Windmill on display. Call 
Dave Wells - Canton, IL. (309) 668-2488. 

26 ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING ■ JANUARY 2001 



Classified Ad Order Form 

Enclosed is for the ad copy below to run times starting with the 

Charges for each month’s insertion, co-op members: $8 for the first 20 words or less and 30 cents per additional word. 
Non-members: $1.20 per word with a $24 minimum for 20 words or less. 

• All ads must be in one paragraph form. No centered separate sheet if needed. Include your name, ad- 
copy. Maximum of four all-capital words per ad. dress and phone number. I am a member of 

• Check/cash/money order payable to Illinois Country electric cooperative. 
Living and member s address label must accompany . publisher reserves the right to reject any adver- 
order. 

• Please type or print your ad neatly. You may use a 
tisement. 

Mail to: Illinois Marketplace, Illinois Country Living 

P.O. Box 3787- Springfield, II 62708 
Deadline for March issue: January 15 

HOME BASED BUSINESS. NOT MEM. 
No personal selling. $5-10K/mo PT. $10- 
20K/mo FT. Call (800) 320-9895 Ex. 
0160. 

KOI-FISH JAPANESE IMPORTS, domes¬ 
tic - butterfly Koi - fancy gold fish - call 
Dave Wells Koi Farm - Canton, IL. 
(309) 668-2488. 

NEED EXTRA INCOME? www.grabyour 
share.com - Pin# 16936. www.itgetseven 
better.com. 

WORK FROM HOME and get up to 
$1200/$ 1500 PT or $6000/$8000 month 
FT No experience needed. Call (888) 692- 
7653. 

ASTHMA - ALLERGIES? PURE AIR - 
PURE WATER. Ozone plates. A solution 
to indoor air pollution. Call (877) 866- 
0640. 

FREE NEWSLETTER shows you how to 
become a $100,000 earner. Go to www.six 
figureincome.com/?81644-100. 

COUNTERTOP WATER DISTILLER. 
Stainless Steel PureWater® Aqua Clean® 
MDH™ Used very little. $175. (217) 784- 
4475. 

WANTED: ROYAL JACKSON (Vogue 
Ceramic Industries) CHINA. Birds on 
twig of red berries. (618) 457-4205. B. 
Schmulbach, 104 South Lark Lane, 
Carbondale, IL 62901. 

$$PAYING CASH for older Wurlitzer, 
Rockola, Seeburg, AMI Jukeboxes, slot, 
soda machines. Fender, Gibson, Martin, 
Gretsch GUITARS. Movie Posters. 
(636)978-2788. 

MORTGAGE LENDING. SEARCHING 
for a LOAN? Give us the opportunity to 
beat your bank’s rate. Contract for Deed 
payoff. New purchases. Debt consolidation 
and cash out to 125%. 1st and 2nd 

mortgages. Home Equity line of credit. No 
application fee. Conventional, V.A., first 
time home buyer, and non-conforming. 
Bankruptcies, past/present credit prob¬ 
lems o.k. Competitive Fannie Mae rates! 
Call (800) 254-4431 or (877) 579-8811 for 
a free consultation or pre-qualification. 
Priority One Financial, Inc., One Sunset 
Hills Executive Park, Edwardsville, IL 
62025. We are an Illinois Residential 
Mortgage Licensee and Equal Housing 
Lender. 

PLANNING A FLORIDA VACATION? 
Fish Haven Lodge on beautiful Lake 
Juliana is the place for you. Located in cen¬ 
tral Florida, only 30 min. from Disney 
World. Lakefront housekeeping cottages, 
adult mobile home park and large RV lots 
are available. Some of Florida’s most 
reasonable rates. Write Fish Haven Lodge, 
1 Fish Haven Road, Auburndale, FL 
33823. Phone (941) 984-1183. 

REVERSE AGING! Build a MULTI¬ 
MILLION $ BUSINESS from home 
around a revolutionary new product that 
reverses aging and can turn back the clock 
20 years. (Patent pending) Product and 
Business have an unconditional Money 
Back Guarantee! Rita and Ralph Taylor. 
Call (888) 251-1538. 

REMOVE LIMESCALE while condi¬ 
tioning your water naturally. GMX saves 
money — no salt, chemicals, extra 
plumbing or maintenance ever! Money- 
back guarantee, lifetime warranty. 
Distributorships available. (888) 357-7792. 

VENISON RECIPES - 9 DIFFERENT 
RECIPES from stew and soup to roast and 
manicotti. Send $3 and SASE to Ethel 
Kurfman, R.R.1 Box 123A, Chambersburg, 
IL 62323 

LET THE GOVERNMENT FINANCE 
your new or existing small business. 
Grants/loans to $2,200,000. (www.us 
governmentinformation.com) Free recorded 
message: (707) 449-8600 (HX7). 

FILTER QUEEN/DEFENDER sales, 
service, and supplies, factory authorized. 
In-home air filtration system since 1928, 
offering more consistent, allergen-free 
indoor air quality with our total home care 
system. For free information, call (800) 
753-5401 or write She-N-I, Inc., RR 1, 
Allendale, IL. 62410. 

“PIMPLES, SKIN PROBLEMS, 
CELLULITE?” Control group needed. 
$200 bonus for “before and after” photos 
IF published. Call (888) 880-0443. 

MALE FACTOR 1000 - Helps increase 
vitality, stamina and endurance in men - 
by HERBALIFE! (888) 880-0443. 

ATTENTION: 100 PEOPLE WANTED 
to LOSE WEIGHT and get paid $$$ to 
lose up to 30 lbs. in the next 30 days!!! 
‘Natural ‘Guaranteed *Dr. Recom¬ 
mended. This is an incentive program and 
only serious people need to respond by 
calling (888) 880-0443. 

MECHANICS HOT ENGINE REMEDY 
I have one of Grandpa’s fix its! Send $2 
and a self addressed, stamped envelope to, 
Halleran’s 2945 Creeknation, Mulkeytown, 
IL 62865. You will be amazed, I was! 
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January 

DATEBOOK 
1-31, Eagle Watching Days in 
Meredosia. Hospitality, food, driv¬ 
ing maps, information and activi¬ 
ties at the River Museum. Enjoy 
river history and the eagles at mile 
71 on the Illinois River. (217) 584- 
1356 or (217) 584-1272. 

7, Giant Flea Market in the Exhibi¬ 
tion Center at the DuQuoin State 
Fairgrounds. (618) 542-1515. 

10-11, Northern Illinois Farm 
Show in Rockford. This marks the 
30th year for Illinois' largest full-line 
agricultural show. (815) 968-5600. 

13, Children Plus Nature at the 
Rock Springs Center in Decatur. 
Nature lapsits for children birth to 
three years old featuring stories, 
fingerplays, songs and a craft. Each 
month focuses on a different na¬ 
ture theme and is led by a baby 
talk instructor. (217) 423-7708. 

13, Porcupine Quillwork Class at 
Dickson Mounds Museum, 
Lewistown. Introductory Native 
American quillwork workshop with 
Lyn Young Buck. Students com¬ 
plete a quilled object. (309) 547- 
3721. 

13- 14, Winter Blues Weekend in 
Tuscola. Enjoy blues entertain¬ 
ment, after-Christmas sales, and 
dining specials while strolling 
through indoor Amishland’s Coun¬ 
try Village. (800) 500-3705. 

14, Chorale in Decatur. Greater 
Decatur Chorale is a 100-voice 
adult musical group that presents a 
dynamic concert featuring Broad¬ 
way, oldies, country, gospel, jazz, 
humor and more. (217) 422-8535. 

14- 3/04/01, Where the Rainbow 
Ends in Freeport. Tribal Art of the 
Philippine Islands. Philip Dedrick 
curates this look at the costumes, 
carvings, masks, ceremonial pieces 
and other art from the Philippines. 
(815) 235-9755. 

16-2/4, Illinois Ozark Craft Guild 
at the SIU Museum, Carbondale. 

28 

A juried exhibition of the arts and 
crafts of the members of the Illi¬ 
nois Ozark Craft Guild. (618) 453- 
5388. 

16-3/9, Photographs by D. Gorton 
at SIU Museum, Carbondale. A 
photographic study of the “architec¬ 
ture of corn.” A look at the farm 

architecture of the mid-west. (618) 
453-5388. 

17, Snow Sculpting Competition at 
Rockford. Drive or walk through 
Sinnissippi park and see 30 huge 
works of frozen art. Watch as teen 
and adult sculptors make magic out 
of snow. (815) 987-8800. 

10 m 

Touchstone Energy®' America’s Electric Cooperatives 
Your local Touchstone Energy® Cooperative is committed to providing everyone 

in your community with leading energy technology and personalized service they 

can depend on. Plus a special blend of integrity, accountability, innovation and 

commitment to community, only your co-op can offer. 

After all, we're part of an alliance of consumer-owned electric utilities across the 

country - serving more than 16 million customers in 38 states. Putting "The power 

of human connections" to work for you every day, in every way. 

Illinois Electric Cooperatives 

www.touchstoneenergy.com Your Touchstone Energy* Cooperatives 
©2000 Touchstone Energy® Cooperatives, Inc. The power of human connections 
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20, See Sue: Field Trip to Field 
Museum Dinosaur Exhibit. 
Dickson Mounds Museum, 
Lewistown, offers a bus trip for 
adults and/or children to the Field 
Museum of Natural History in 
Chicago. (309) 547-3721. 

20, Bunkhouse Buckaroos at 
Dickson Mounds Museum, 
Lewistown. Performance by noted 
folk singers. Hosted by singer- 
songwriter Chris Vallillo. (309) 
547-3721. 

20, Evening With The Collectors 
in Galena. A showcase of rare trea¬ 
sures by 13 area collectors. 
Evening activities include a feature 
speaker, appraisals, silent auction, 
hors d’oeuvres and hourly door 
prizes. (815) 777-2211 ext. 11. 

20, Klondike Kapers at Chestnut 
Mountain Resort in Galena. A fun- 
filled weekend for the whole fam¬ 
ily. On-slope barbecue and 
entertainment, food and drink spe¬ 
cials, kid’s games and prizes, fire¬ 
works and sky divers. (800) 
397-1320. 

21, Bridal Extravaganza at SIU stu¬ 
dent center, Carbondale. Exhibits 
and fashion show for the bride-to- 
be. (618) 536-7751. 

23, Special Olym¬ 
pics at Chestnut 
Mountain Resort 
in Galena. Athletes 
from all over the 
state compete in a 
variety of winter 
events in hopes of 
winning a medal. 
(800) 394-0562. 

26-28, World’s 
Toughest Rodeo in 
Rockford. Profes¬ 
sional cowboys com¬ 
pete in bare-back, saddle bronc, 
bull riding, calf roping and steer 
wrestling. Professional cowgirls 
compete in barrel racing. (815) 
968-5222. 

27, Forbidden Broadway at 
Millikin University, Decatur. See 
all of Broadway’s best shows like 
you’ve never seen them before. 

This hilarious musical will have 
you rolling in the aisles as you hum 
along! (217) 424-6318. 

27, Crossroads International Fair 
in Galesburg. Annual event featur¬ 
ing booths representing over 40 
countries, professional and student 
performing groups, food and 
crafts. (309) 343-2485 or (309) 
341-7225. 

Illinois Country Living publishes event listings as space allows, giving preference 
to events of regional or statewide interest. Event listings are provided by the event 
sponsors and the Illinois Bureau of Tourism. The magazine assumes no responsi¬ 
bility for the accuracy of information submitted for publication and advises call¬ 
ing ahead to confirm dates and times. To be considered for inclusion, send 
listings and photographs (If sending photographs please include self-addressed 
stamped envelope) to Illinois Datebook, Illinois Country Living, PO Box 3787, 
Springfield, IL 62708-3787. The deadline for submission is 45 days prior to the 
publication date. 

21-23; 26-28, Indoor Bluegrass 
Music Festival in Quincy. Indoor 
Music Festival presenting four 
separate stage shows by seven blue- 
grass bands. (217) 243-3159. 

Mobile Roofover Systems Home 

Our Patented Mobile Home 
Roofover System Offers: 

633 
FREE 

Improved Appearance 

One Foot. Over-Hang 

NO More Roof-Rumble! 

• Lifetime Warranty Against Leaks 

• Commercial Quality Steel Roofing 

• 2"-3" Insulation/Lower Utility Bills 

CAL 
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Propane bills making you uncomfortable ? 
Lower your heating & cooling bills and experience... 

Advantage Comfort Systems 
Paxton, IL 217-379-6305 

Atteberry & Marshall 
Charleston, 11,217-348-8888 

Sullivan, 11,217-752-6867 

B & C Refrigeration 
Pinckneyville, 11,618-357-8951 

Bauer Comfort Center 
Cissna Park, 11,815-457-2589 

Davis Electric 
RushvilleJL 217-322-6677 

Ernst Heating & Cooling 
Hamel, 11,618-633-2244 

Fowler Heating & Cooling 
Marion, 11,618-997-5288 

Garber Heating 
& Air Conditioning 

Morton, IL, 309-266-9372 

Blievernicht Heating & Air 
Effingham, 11,217-342-2787 

Bosco Mechanical 
Belleville, 11,618-235-7463 

Bratcher Heating 
& Air Conditioning, Inc. 
Bloomington/Normal, IL, 

309-454-1611 

Jesse Heating and 
Air Conditioning 

Decatur, IL, 217-422-1744 
Champaign, IL, 217-352-8511 

Long Heating & Cooling 
Macomb, IL, 309-837-4303 

New Air 
Girard, IL, 217-965-5578 

Bryan’s Heating & A/C 
Murphysboro, IL, 618-684-6002 

Sigman Heating 
& Air Conditioning 

Belleville, IL, 618-234-4343 

CUMATEMASTER 

THE AFFORDABLE 

COMFORT OF GEOTHERMAL 

Heat Pump 
12 SEER 

ClimateMaster 
Geothermal 

Annual operating costs above include air conditioning, heating and hot water. 

Fuel costs used to compute these costs are $.08 kW electricity, $1.10 winter and 

$.90 summer propane. Operating costs shown tire for relative comparison pur¬ 
poses only and will vary depending on location. Your local ClimateMaster dealer 
will provide information specific to your location. 

Stevens Heating 
& Air Conditioning 

Quincy, IL, 217-222-5220 

Thomas Plumbing 
& Heating Company 

Galesburg, IL, 309-343-1101 

Weidner Refrigeration, Inc. 
Pawnee, IL, 217-625-3451 

Or Call 1-888-436-3783 

for the Dealer Nearest You! 

© ClimateMaster. Inc. 2000 To learn more about the advantages of geothermal heating and cooling, see us at www.enertechinc.com 



Revolutionary Soft Hearing Aid—Free Information 

| 

Out of Sight! 

✓ Outstanding value: 
Less than $300! 

/ Compare to hearing 
aids over $1,000 

/ Money-back 
guarantee 

/ 45-day home trial 

45 day risk-free 
home trial 

Less than $300 with 
introductory offer 

Compare to hearing 
aids over $1,000 

Made of new soft 
material 

For mild to moderate 
hearing loss 

ftflj 

r 

®tt 

★ Available by mail 

EarMate-63 
enlarged. 

“I ordered two hearing aids 
from your company and I 
am well pleased with them. 

from a family business I They work good in both ears. 

with over 150,000 3 Thanks to y°ur comPany1 

satisfied customers 
& 20 years in business 

saved over $1,500.” 

E.W., Congress, AZ : .4 

W I ; 

: “I have tried many types (of hearing aids) at a 
I lot higher prices. I am very satisfied with your | 
• product. I have told a lot of my friends about it • 
: and I am sure they will order from your company j 
: Thanks. W.D., Smithfield, NC : 

Hearing Help Guarantee 
45-Day Risk-Free Offer! 

Use your EarMate-63 hearing aid(s) for 45 days 
and you will rediscover the better hearing you 
once took for granted. If you are not completely 
satisfied, return your EarMate-63(s) for a full 
refund of your purchase price. 

Hearing Help Warranty 
You receive a one year warranty 

against defects in materials or workmanship. 

© Hearing Help Express, Inc. 105 N. First St., DeKalb, IL 60115 

FREE information! 
No salesperson will call. 

^Hearing Help Express 
105 North First St., Dept 19-124 
DeKalb, IL 60115-0586 

FTf YES! Please rush me details 
on the EarMate-63 introductory offer. 
I understand there is no obligation and 
no salesperson will call. 

Mr.Mrs.Ms. 

Address  

City/State/Zip 



WHY ARE WE PRACTICALLY “GIVING AWAY” 

“412 Woodworking 
Patterns for Only 
2( Each?” * 

IF YOU LIKE TO CUT PATTERNS OUT OF WOOD, THIS IS THE SET 
FOR YOU! YOU’LL FIND A TREASURE HOUSE OF IDEAS INSIDE. 
412 BEAUTIFUL WOODWORKING PATTERNS AND DESIGNS. 

(By Frank K. Wood) 
FC&A, a Peachtree City, Georgia, pub¬ 

lisher, announced today that it is practical¬ 
ly “giving away” an all-new set of “412 
Woodworking Patterns.” 
• Wooden furniture for patio and 

porch. 
• Stylish reindeer will give your 

yard a festive holiday touch. 
• “Garden golfer” whirls all day 

long, while works of art bless* " 
your hearth and home. « 

• Angels for the kitchen, cute crit- f 
ters galore, neighborly welcome 
for a door. 

• Large outdoor patterns add seasonal fun, 
create delightful kitchen gadgets and 
household helpers for everyone. 

• One-of-a-kind birdhouse designs, a 
victorian-style holder for beanie 
bag “finds.” 

• Shimmering snowflakes, San¬ 
tas and sleighs, a Christmas 

countdown number the 
days. 
Twirling whirligigs fill the sky — wood¬ 
pecker, owl. and a pig that can fly! 
A 3-D village, sleepy time rabbit and a frog 
that hangs out over your door. 
Noah’s ark toy, a garland for teacher, clever 
animal notepad keepers. 
An adorable armoire and baby cradle, 
dressing screen, and a tree-top table. 
Classy comer shelves, handy peg racks, 
decorative vine and animals that shine. 
Unique intarsia patterns, dazzling sun¬ 
flower birdhouse clock. 
A cabinet for your TV and VCR, western 
wranglers for your little 
buckaroo. 
Child-size “teddy bear” 
chair, santa pull-toy, 
kids can ride 

Build all these wooden favorites. Illustrated plans include intricately detailed patterns and 
complete instructions. To order a set, just return this notice with your name and address and a 
check for $7.99 plus $3.00 shipping and handling, and we will send you “412 Woodworking 
Patterns.” Or, for only $9.99 plus $3.00 shipping and handling, you can get both the basic set 
and an extra 100 patterns. 

Plus, you'll also get a free preview of companion sets of FC&A Woodworking Patterns, about 
every two months, on a 30 day free trial. You can keep only those sets you want and cancel any 
time. 

Send your check along with your name and address to: FC&A, Dept. BIL-1, 103 Clover 
Green, Peachtree City, GA 30269. 

You get a no-time-limit guarantee of satisfaction or your money back. 
You must cut out and return this notice with your order. Copies will not be accepted! 

IMPORTANT — FREE GIFT OFFER EXPIRES FEBRUARY 10, 2001 
All orders mailed by February 10, 2001, will receive a free gift, “50 Special, Seasonal, 

Woodworking Patterns,” guaranteed. Order right away! ©FC&A 2001 

“Roaches!” 
I HAD THEM BY THE HUNDREDS, BUT 
NOW I DON’T HAVE A SINGLE ROACH. 
(By J. Robson) 

Have you ever seen a roach run out of a 
bowl as you were about to put food in it? Well, 
I have. Just turn out the lights and an army of 
roaches would attack the whole house. 

I had tried smelly sprays and other insecticides 
to get rid of them. But they just kept coming back. 
Nothing worked for very long, but then . . . 

A friend told me about an amazing powder. 
Roach Kill, that killed all her roaches. I tried it, 
and it worked like a miracle. It killed them all 
for good. Now I don’t have a single roach. 

Roach Kill is an odorless, white powder. 
Roach Kill is applied in seconds from a squeeze 
bottle behind appliances. 

The secret is in the fact that it’s odorless. 
Roaches can't smell it, so they don’t avoid it like 
they avoid smelly spray insecticides. Instead, 
they walk right over it. They pick up a little bit 
on their legs and carry it back to their hidden 
nests in the walls. There, it wipes out the whole 
colony that breeds new roaches. 

It keeps right on working even months after 
one, and only one, treatment. 

Roach Kill is so incredibly effective it has a 
double-your-money-back guarantee. Roach Kill 
is guaranteed to wipe out every roach in the 
house or apartment with one treatment, or we’ll 
send the customer double his money back. 

All a customer has to do is return the empty 
bottle to us with a note that he saw even one sin¬ 
gle roach after trying it according to the simple 
directions. 

To order a bottle, just return this notice with 
your name and address and a check for $7.99 
plus $2.00 shipping and handling, and we will 
send you a bottle of Roach Kill. Or, for only 
$9.99 plus $2.00 shipping and handling, you can 
get a large, economy-size bottle big enough to 
treat your whole house, including your garage 
and basement. 

Send your check with your name and address 
to: FC&A, Dept. VIL-1, 103 Clover Green, 
Peachtree City, GA 30269. 

You get a no-time-limit guarantee of satisfac¬ 
tion or double your money back. 

You must cut out and return this notice 
with your order. Copies will not be accepted! 

IMPORTANT — FREE GIFT OFFER 
EXPIRES FEBRUARY 10, 2001 
All orders mailed by February 10, 2001, 

will receive a free gift, guaranteed. Order 
right away! ©FC&A2001 


