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There are no 
substitutes 

MUHRlAf..;  ^ ^ :   

There's 

] - ,^r." - only one way to enjoy 
4| superior comfort and dramatically 

lower heating, cooling and hot water bills 
with a WaterFurnace geothermal comfort system. At 

''■'''’waterFumace, we've designed our products and selected our dealers 
with comfort, quality, efficiency and the environment in mind. In fact, 

our products are so efficient, you could save as much as 60% off your 
heating, cooling and hot water costs. So get on the road to savings. 

But remember, ask for it by name ... and don't accept substitutes. 

After all, there's only one WaterFurnace. 
For more information or to locate your closest WaterFurnace 

dealer, call 1-800-Geo-Save or visit us at www.waterfurnace.com. 

w/fer Furnace 

r"" 

GEOEXCHANGE 

#1 Residential Geothermal System installed 
in Illinois over the past twelve years. 

Call an independent WaterFurnace Dealer near you 
for a Free Energy Analysis to see how much you can save. 

Arnold Brothers Heating & Cooling 
Macomb, IL, 309-833-2852 

Boyce Electric 
Cissna Park, IL, 815-457-2700 

Burgess & Son, Inc. 
Girard, IL, 217-627-2665 

Charlie’s Air Conditioning 
Carterville, IL, 618-985-2502 

Collins Plumbing & Heating 
Springfield, IL, 217-793-8031 
Petersburg, IL, 217-632-3670 

Design Air Heating & Air Conditioning 
Decatur, IL, 217-429-1105 
1-800-452-7845 

Easley Mechanical 
Canton, IL, 309-647-3450 

Electro Electric 
Flora, IL, 618-662-4520 

Energy Specialists 
Toluca, IL, 800-782-7491 

G-M Mechanical 
Canton, IL, 309-647-5700 

Hinrichsen 
Goodfield, IL, 309-965-2769 

Holloway Heating & Air Conditioning 
Mt. Vernon, IL, 618-242-5481 

Houston Plumbing 
Paxton 
Gibson City 
1-800-379-2165 

Hoveln Heating & Cooling 
Thomasboro, IL, 217-643-2125 

Jeckel Plumbing & Heating 
Delavan, IL, 309-244-8265 

Jansen’s Heating & Air Conditioning 
Effingham, IL, 217-347-5223 

Kupferschmid, Inc. 
Pontiac, IL, 815-842-3812 
Forrest, IL, 815-657-8147 

LD Mechanical Contractors, Inc. 
Charleston, IL 217-345-9633 

Macari Service Center 
Shelbyville, IL, 217-774-4214 
Pana, IL, 217-562-3631 

McCords Heating and Air Conditioning 
West Frankfort, IL 618-932-3745 

Middleton Heating & Cooling Inc. 
Cobden, IL, 618-893-2821 

Mike’s Heating & Air 
Vienna, IL, 618-695-2756 
Metropolis, IL 618-524-3270 
Neuhaus Heating 

and Air Conditioning, Inc. 
Litchfield, IL 1-888-324-2818 

Peters Heating & Air Conditioning, Inc. 
Quincy, IL, 217-222-1368 
Pittfield, IL, 217-285-1600 

R & M Electric 
Watseka, IL, 815-432-4062 

Snell’s Plumbing & Heating 
Virden, IL, 217-965-3911 
Litchfield, IL, 217-324-4560 

Stein Heating & Cooling 
Hardin, IL, 618-576-2313 

Toennies Service Co. 
Damiansville, IL, 618-248-5130 

Triangle Heating & Cooling 
Tuscola, IL, 217-253-5400 

Williams Air Conditioning 
& Heating, Inc. 

Murphysboro, IL, 618-684-3606 
Steeleville, IL, 618-965-2040 

Yard Heating & Cooling 
Taylorville, IL, 217-824-4737 
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10 Reaching for the stars 
On the cover: 

Illinois’ upcoming 

music sensations, 

Ashley Hart, 

Amanda Pearce, 

Katie Kerkhover and 

Travis Parks, show the world what they’re made of. 

DEPARTMMTS 
Illinois Country Living is a monthly 

publication serving the com¬ 
munications needs of 21 locally 
owned, not-for-profit Illinois electric 
cooperatives. More than 160,000 
families receive the magazine as part 
of their electric cooperative member¬ 
ship. Monthly columns and stories 
provide information about topics 
and issues that affect the quality 
of their lives. 

Illinois Country Living (USPS 
number 258-420) is published 
monthly and is the official pub¬ 
lication of the Association of Illinois 
Electric Cooperatives, 6460 South 
Sixth Frontage Road, Springfield, 
IL 62707. The cost is $2.40 plus 
postage per year for members of sub¬ 
scribing cooperatives and $5 per year 
for all others. Periodical postage 
paid at Springfield, Illinois, and 
additional mailing offices. 

POSTMASTER: Send address 
changes to: Illinois Country 
Living, EO. Box 3787, Springfield, 
Illinois 62708. 

CO-OP MEMBERS: When 
requesting an address change, please 
include the name of your cooperative. 
Telephone: (217) 529-5561 

Advertising and editorial inquiries 
should be directed to Illinois 
Country Living, EO. Box 3787, 
Springfield, Illinois 62708. National 
advertising representative: The 
Weiss Group, 14826 North 54'h 

Place, Suite 101, Scottsdale, AZ 
85254. (602) 482-8844 
Acceptance of advertising by ICL 
does not imply endorsement by the 
publisher or the electric cooperatives 
of Illinois of the product or service 
advertised. Advertisers are screened 
by the publisher and every effort 
is made to protect the subscriber, 
but ICL is not responsible for the 
performance of the product or 
service advertised. 

EDITORS: Articles appearing in 
Illinois Country Living may be 
reprinted upon consent of the 
editor. For permission phone (217) 
529-5561 or write to John Lowrey, 
editor, Illinois Country Living, EO. 
Box 3787, Springfield, IL 62708. 
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4 ILLINOIS COMMENTARY 
U.S. Representative, John Shimkus, talks about co-op customers and federal 

deregulation. 

6 ILLINOIS CURRENTS 
See what opportunities are being built for today’s youth, read about an electric 

utility restructuring update, and find out more about the outcome of the Capital 

City Farm Show held on January 14-16 in Springfield. 

14 SAFETY AROUND YOUR HOME 
Mary Zitek, Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives safety technician, 

reminds us what to do when a storm hits. 

16 YOUR YARD AND GARDEN 
Tips for better seed germination. 

18 TODAY’S TECHNOLOGY AND YOU 
Find out how to heat your home and keep allergy levels down. 

22 ILLINOIS’ FINEST COOKING 
Awaken your family Saturday morning to the scrumptious smell of Weekend 

Breakfast Pizza from the recipe collection of the Green Hills Council of Girl 

Scouts. Garnish your perfect evening meal with Cranberry Relish from the recipe 

collection of U.M.WA. Locals 12 and 1969. 

25 ILLINOIS MARKETPLACE 

29 ILLINOIS DATEB00K 
March brings two 

important reasons to 

celebrate - Mardi Gras 

parties in Decatur and 

Quincy, and St. Patrick’s 

Day Parades in St. Charles, 

Decatur and Rock Island. 
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Illinois 

WMMENTOY 
Co-op customers and federal electricity deregulation legislation 

Congressman 
John Shimkus 

Members of electric cooperatives across the 
State of Illinois should not see any adverse or 

negative changes if the current electric deregulation 
legislation pending before Congress is passed. 

As you may have read here in the pages of Illinois 
Country Living, Congress is considering legislation that 

would deregulate the sale 
of electricity. This effort 
should prove beneficial to all 
consumers. The effort is to 
continue to provide reliable 
electric service at lower costs. 

As a member of the 
U. S. House Commerce 
Committee and its Sub¬ 
committee on Energy and 
Power, I have participated in 
many hearings and meetings 
on the issue of electric de¬ 
regulation. I have always 

supported two issues: 1) that the deregulation law in 
the State of Illinois be “grandfathered” by the federal 
legislation and 2) that cooperatives, municipalities, 
and small utility companies be treated fairly. 

Without getting too technical, here are five 
provisions in the federal electric deregulation bill 
that are pro-cooperative: 
1. Cooperatives are not defined as “public utilities” 

under the federal law... thus, preserving their cur¬ 
rent status and exempting cooperatives from some 
regulatory burdens. 

2. Cooperatives are not required to file comparability 
tariffs ... thus, lessening the bureaucratic paper¬ 
work for cooperatives. 
Cooperatives receive preferential treatment for 
some income when determining their tax-exempt 
status ... thus, giving cooperatives an incentive to 
open up their membership to competition without 
possible negative consequences. 

4. Cooperatives do not need federal review for 

3. 

U.S. Rep. John Shimkus (R'Collinsville) was first 
elected to Congress in 1996. He was re-elected in 1998 
with 61 percent of the vote. He serves on the House 
Commerce Committee as well as its subcommittees on 
Telecommunications, Trade and Consumer Protection; 
Finance and Hazardous Materials; and Energy and Power. 

mergers and asset sales ... thus, preserving the 
current status of cooperatives. 

5. Cooperatives may diversify according to their state 
organization laws ... thus, preserving the current 
status of cooperatives. 
Many of these provisions do not make changes, 

but allow cooperatives to maintain their current status. 
This is, however, a win for cooperatives as many 
other industries are fighting against cooperatives. 

I would also like to take this opportunity to dis¬ 
cuss a couple of other issues affecting rural America 
that we have been and will be dealing with in 
Washington this year. 

The federal budget is balanced, and it is being 
balanced on its own - not on the back of Social Security. 
In the last two federal budgets, Congress and the 
president have agreed to spending plans that protect 
100 percent of Social Security funds, while providing 
the necessary funding for other government programs. 

Some programs that received special attention 
include education, agriculture, and defense. 

Our nation’s farmers have faced a difficult time in 
the last several years.. .low commodity prices, drought, 
storm damage and low livestock prices. Congress has 
provided emergency financial relief, but improved 
exports and agricultural insurance improvements are 
necessary to bring true relief to our family farmers. 

Our country’s service men and women have also 
faced financial hardships, which is a national shame. 
Last year, we were able to give a substantial cost of 
living increase to those serving in our military, but 
we need to make certain that no service family needs 
food stamps to survive. 

Our nation’s classrooms will also see relief. 
Funding for additional teachers has been provided by 
the federal government to aid local school districts in 
their duties. We have fought in Congress to get more 
of that money directly in the hands of local adminis¬ 
trators who know firsthand the needs of their 
students...whether that be new teachers, a new 
building, or more books and computers. 

We deal with many issues in Washington, but rest 
assured that I and many other Members of Congress 
are working on behalf of rural Illinoisans. 

The opinions and views of guest commentators are their own and may 
not represent those of the Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives 
or the electric co-ops of Illinois. 
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If you can remember the aroma of 
homemade bread fresh from the oven... 
Slathered with sweet homemade butter and jam 
from berries you picked yourself... 

Or an egg so f resh 
you have to move the hen to pick it up... 

Or the first ripe strawberry or tomato or golden ear of corn from 
your own garden... 

You are either past middle age or 
what Countryside magazine calls 

a "Modern Homesteader!" 

Imagine having the best of both worlds 
As a Modern Homesteader you can live the simple old-time “Good Life” so many people crave today — without 
the hardships and drudgery of the old days. Yes, you can escape from the modern rat race, and still have modern 
conveniences! 

Enjoy simple country living... and indoor plumbing, too 
We can’t tell you in a few words how thousands of people live in the best of both worlds, today. But they 
gladly share their methods and experiences — with gardening, raising a few animals, preparing delicious and 
wholesome meals from home-produced foods, frugality and wise money management, and all other aspects of 
independence and self-reliance — in this unique reader-written magazine. 

You ’ll find it all in COUNTRYSIDE magazine 
Whether you remember “the good old days” because you were there — or whether you regret being bom 100 
years too late — let COUNTRYSIDE show you how you can have the best of both worlds! 

Explore a FREE issue! 
Mail this coupon for a FREE copy of 
COUNTRYSIDE and see what Modem 
Homesteading is all about. Read all 148 pages 
and then decide if this is the life you’ve been 
dreaming of... but didn’t think was possible in 
the 21 st century! You can pay our invoice for 
$18 and get FIVE MORE issues, or return the 
invoice marked cancel, but the first issue is 
yours to keep without cost or obligation. 

Name 

Address 

City state zip 

Visit our web site at www.countrysidemag.com 

“84 years old, and a new wrinkle with every issue’ 

Please mail to: 

Countryside 
PO Box 6017, Duluth MN 55806 
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Illinois 

CURRENTS ♦ News ♦ Legislation ♦ Trends ♦ Research ♦ 

Building new 
opportunities 

youth 
More than 20 percent of the U.S. work 

force is employed in some phase of agriculture. 
Seven people work in agribusiness for every 
American farmer. Today’s agriculture is based 
on new technology and that has increased the 
need for agricultural education. Currently, 
more than 17,000 students are studying 
agriculture in 302 Illinois high schools, a 46 
percent increase in the past eight years. Illinois FFA membership currently exceeds 
15,000. 

Beginning in 1928, the FFA organization has been known as a builder of 
opportunities for youth. It has made a positive difference in the lives of students 
by developing their potential for premier leadership, personal growth and career 
success through agricultural education. 

Since the early 1970s, when the Illinois Association FFA was moved out of 
the Illinois State Board of Education, the FFA, Illinois Association Vocational 
Agriculture Teachers (IAVAT), Illinois Foundation FFA, and Illinois FFA Alumni 
have been housed in rented facilities in Roanoke. In November, 1997, the building 
was sold. Temporary space was found at the old Roanoke Farmers Association 
Elevator office building. For the long term a committee recommended a new 
building be built in Springfield to house the Illinois FFA Center. 

Purchase of a 40,000-square-foot lot was finalized on February 18,1999. The 
lot is located off Exit lOOB of Interstate 55, near the intersection of Sangamon 
Avenue and Dirksen Parkway, Springfield. Building plans are for a single-level, 
low-maintenance facility. 

Individuals and businesses with an interest in FFA members and agriculture 
education are being asked to help fund the project. If you or your organization 
would like to make a donation or find out more about the project contact: Frank 
M. Dry, associate executive secretary, Building Opportunities, PO. Box 50, 
Roanoke, IL 61561, (309) 923-7413. 

Editor’s note: Like a lot of young people in high school I didn’t know what l wanted to 

be when I grew up. Besides my journalism teacher, I have to give a lot of credit to my 

FFA instructor, Mr. Gene DeWitt, for not only teaching me a lot, but giving my life 

direction. Today’s kids need direction and FFA is one of the programs that provides 

guidance. John Lowrey, editor. 

Electric utility restructuring update 
As the 1999 congressional year wound down in late November, federal action 

on electric utility industry restructuring moved forward in the House of 
Representatives and will likely be addressed again sometime during Spring 2000. 

The National Rural Electric Cooperative Association’s Legislative Rep¬ 
resentative Montee Wynn noted that, “Although the bill needs improvement, 
we were able to escape some harmful amendments.” Wynn was referring specifically 
to a potential amendment that would have limited cooperatives’ ability to offer a 
diversity of services to consumers. 
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Don’t forget 
to fill out 

the 2000 Census 
Beginning in March, each household 

will receive a Census 2000 Question¬ 

naire. It is critical to the future of rural 

areas and small towns that citizens 

take just 10 minutes to fill out the form 

and mail it back. 

Your community could lose out on 

some funding programs without an 

accurate census. For example, Bill 

Shoaff, mayor of Shelbyville and a 

Shelby Electric Cooperative employee, 

says that in the 1990 Census Shelbyville 

was short by just 35 residents of the 

5,000 mark. That would have made the 

town eligible for funding for city ser¬ 

vices like police protection and road 

repairs. 

The short form asks for answers to 

seven basic questions including name, 

age, sex and race of the persons in the 

household. The long form asks a total 

of 52 questions about the residents’ 

demographic characteristics, the 

housing they live in, how they go to and 

from work, the languages they speak 

at home and other information that 

helps define the patterns of community 

life. It is important in painting a statis¬ 

tical picture of the trends that affect our 

nation. 

Again, the information collected is 

very important to your community and 

to the state. It will provide local area 

data needed for communities to receive 

federal program funds and for private 

sector and community planning in the 

future. 

The Census Bureau also needs help 

to conduct Census 2000. A large num¬ 

ber of part-time positions are available 

in your neighborhood. For information 

on census jobs, phone toll-free 

(888) 325-7733. 



Members more interested in new services 
from co-ops— not deregulation 

Shelby Electric Cooperative employees Chris Spears, key accounts representative (left) 

and Marla Berner, customer service representative DirecTV, worked with John Lowrey, 

editor of Illinois Country Living and employees from the 18 other Illinois Touchstone 

Energy cooperatives, to explain the benefits of the electric cooperative network and their 

new services with nearly 1,000 cO'Op members during the Capital City Farm Show. 

Employees from Illinois 

Touchstone Energy® coopera¬ 

tives had a chance to visit with 

nearly a thousand electric co¬ 

op members during the 2000 

Capital City Farm Show, held 

in Springfield, January 14-16. 

The Touchstone Energy co-ops 

sponsored the “Farm Home” 

section of the show. The em¬ 

ployees talked to members 

about electric utility deregula¬ 

tion and demonstrated many 

of the new services and tech¬ 

nologies co-ops are providing 

to rural consumers. 

“Most of the members were 

more interested in the new 

technologies like geothermal 

heat pumps, fuel cells, Internet 

service and satellite TV” said 

John Lowrey, regional co¬ 

ordinator for the Illinois 

Touchstone Energy co-ops. “I 

talked to one member for 10 

minutes about fuel cells. With 

a fuel cell and propane or natu¬ 

ral gas you can have your own 

power plant. 

“But most of the people I talked with seemed skeptical 

about the benefits of deregulation,” Lowrey said. “We 

explained that electric cooperatives and municipal utilities 

will be making local decisions on deregulation and we handed 

out brochures explaining deregulation in more detail. The 

bottom line is deregulation is going to be a critical and chal¬ 

lenging decision for members and their electric cooperatives. 

Members need to understand this complicated but impor¬ 

tant change and let their member-elected directors know 

what they think.” 

There are 19 Touchstone Energy® cooperatives in Illinois 

including: The Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives, 

Springfield; Coles-Moultrie Electric Cooperative, Mattoon; 

Corn Belt Energy Corp., Bloomington; Eastern Illini Electric 

Cooperative, Paxton; Egyptian Electric Cooperative 

Association, Steeleville; EnerStar Power Corp., Paris; Illinois 

Rural Electric Cooperative, Winchester; Jo-Carroll Electric 

Cooperative, Elizabeth; McDonough Power Cooperative, 

Macomb; Menard Electric Cooperative, Petersburg; Monroe 

County Electric Co-Operative, Inc., Waterloo; Norris 

Electric Cooperative, Newton; Rural Electric Convenience 

Cooperative, Co., Auburn; Shelby Electric Cooperative, 

Shelbyville; SouthEastern Illinois Electric Cooperative, Inc., 

Eldorado; Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative, Dongola; 

Tri-County Electric Cooperative, Mt. Vernon; Southern 

Illinois Power Cooperative, Inc. Marion and Soyland Power 

Cooperative, Decatur. 

Mighty microbes could eat nuclear waste 
Some death-defying bacteria can grow rather well in what 

could be described as battery acid, while others grow in 

water so hot that it would boil over if it were not for the 

pressure at the bottom of the ocean. But a bacteria that can 

survive lethal radiation levels may provide a solution to the 

nation’s nuclear waste problem. Deinococcus radiodurans 

can repair major damage to its own DNA. It is also resistant 

to complete dehydration and its radiation survival skills may 

be incidental. 

Scientists, who call it “Conan the bacterium,” are trying 

to genetically engineer it to develop an appetite for nuclear 

waste. 

“Deinococcus offers tremendous promise because of its 

ability to withstand a tremendous amount of radiation,” said 

Ari Patrinos, director of the Department of Energy’s 

Biological Environmental Research Program. 

With its DNA repairing ability, the bacterium could also 

help scientists understand the aging process and treat can¬ 

cer in the future. 
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Progressive electric co-op 
in the news 

Shelby Electric Cooperative, Shelbyville, and its employees have been racking 

up a lot of recognition recently. Jim Coleman, president and CEO, received the 

Local Cooperative Management Award from the Illinois Electric Council. Bill 

Shoaff, construction superintendent, was featured in Rural Electrification Magazine, 

for his commitment to his community as mayor of Shelbyville. The co-op as a 

whole was honored as an example of aggressively diversifying utilities in The Source 

- Building Industry News and Views. 

Coleman’s management of Shelby Electric over the past 10 years has led the 

co-op in new directions such as propane sales; DIRECTV® and C-band satellite 

service; plus mobile radio, cellular and paging services. Shelby Electric is not 

alone in its aggressive diversification. Most Illinois electric cooperatives are also 

adding new services. 

Shoaff, a 33-year veteran of Shelby Electric, was featured in Rural Electrification 

Magazine because he’s a perfect example of how many electric cooperative 

employees are not only fiercely loyal to their co-ops but also to their communities. 

One of the principles all co-ops operate by is concern for community. Shelby 

Electric has taken that principle one step farther. As a Touchstone Energy 

cooperative, it has joined a national network of 570 electric cooperatives that 

have pledged to operate by these standards: integrity, accountability, innovation 

and commitment to community. 

Coleman says the things that make Shoaff a great employee are also the traits 

that serve him well as mayor. “He’s dedicated to his job—whether it’s here or his 

job uptown. You either have it in you to be of service to people or you don’t.” 

To fit it all in Shoaff 

starts his day at 6 a.m. 

mapping out line crew 

schedules. Lunch is 

often on the run, a trip 

downtown to city hall 

or to check on a new 

city project. Shoaf 

realizes in either job 

you can’t always make 

people happy, “But it’s 

a heck of a good chal¬ 

lenge,” he says. 

LOOK AGAIN 
EdM AT UNICARE! 

Monthly Premium 
ILA1001 ILA2002 

Standa 
Attained Age 

rd Plar 
Area 1 

l A 
Area 2 

Standa 
Attained Age 

rd Plar 
Area 1 

B 
Area 2 

65 $57 $45 65 $67 $54 
66-69 $57 $45 66-69 $67 $54 
70-74 $66 $52 70-74 $80 $64 
75-79 $70 $55 75-79 $89 $71 
80+ $70 $55 80 + $94 $75 

ILA3003 ILA4004 

Standa 
Attained Age 

rd Plar 
Area 1 

C 
Area 2 

Standa 
Attained Age 

rd Plar 
Area 1 

F 
Area 2 

65 $86 $76 65 $87 $77 
66-69 $86 $76 66-69 $87 $77 
70-74 $103 $92 70-74 $105 $92 
75-79 $138 $101 75-79 $139 $102 
80+ $152 $107 80+ $153 $107 

Area 1: ZIP codes 600-608; Area 2: all other ZIP codes 

NOTE: THESE PLANS ARE INTENDED ONLY FOR PEOPLE AGE 65 OR OLDER, WHO 

ARE ENROLLED IN BOTH PARTS A AND B OF MEDICARE. 

Benefit exclusions and limitations may apply. Rates are illustrative. An application must 
be completed to apply for coverage. Do not send payment in response to this ad. 

UNICARE is not connected with or endorsed by the U.S. Government or the federal 
Medicare program. Medical coverage is provided by UNICARE Life & Health Insurance 
Company, a separately incorporated and capitalized subsidiary of WellPoint 
Health Networks Inc. ® Is a Registered Mark of WellPoint Health Networks Inc. 
© 2000 WellPoint Health Networks Inc. 

^ For more information call: 
UNI CARE \ -800-373-2213 
UC106318IL 

Water-treatment 
— buyer beware 

The water-treatment field, like other 

consumer areas, attracts its share of 

questionable claims. For instance, some 

people sell non-chemical treatment 

devices that use magnetic fields, elec¬ 

trostatic fields or other physical forces 

to treat water. 

Sellers claim that the equipment will 

eliminate corrosion, scale, bacteria, 

algae and other problems. However, 

independent studies have found most 

of these devices to be ineffective and 

without scientific basis. 

When confronted with a suspicious 

device, consult the local offices of the 

Illinois Department of Public Health or 

Cooperative Extension Service. 

If you find that your drinking water 

supply contains unacceptable levels 

of some compounds, take corrective 

action, if possible, to stop further con¬ 

tamination before considering a treat¬ 

ment device. When you are ready to 

consider treatment, you can find local 

sales representatives for treatment 

devices in the Yellow Pages of the phone 

book. 

Water treatment can be costly, so 

find out about costs and frequency of 

service and maintenance, as well as the 

cost per gallon to treat water. A trade 

association, such as the Water Quality 

Association, may be able to recom¬ 

mend companies that sell treatment 

equipment. You can reach the Water 

Quality Association at 4151 Naperville 

Rd., Lisle, IE 60532. The phone num¬ 

ber is (708) 505-0160. 

Are your 
children safe? 

You know the basics of elec¬ 

tric safety. You safeguard your 

children from shock. But do oth¬ 

ers who care for your children 

know that information, too? Be¬ 

fore you leave your child with 

grandparents, babysitters, 

daycare providers or others, make sure they know how to protect 

your little ones from shock. Prepare a tip sheet, or get materials 

from your cooperative or the National Electrical Safety Foundation 

to educate everyone who takes care of your children about elec¬ 

trical safety. 
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Good Housekeeping 

Opens & Closes In 
Less Than 30 Seconds! 

Create Your Own Outdoor 
Room.. Jn Just Seconds! 

Just pull on the handy strap & your 
SunSetter unrolls effortlessly! 

all for a FREE Catalog & Video! 
1-800-876-8060 Ext. #6578 You choose full sun, partial shade or 

total protection in just seconds! 

FREE Catalog & Video 
Call Toll-Free: 1-800-876-8060 
□ Yes! Please send your FREE Catalog & Video...including 
Special Savings now in effect...TO DAY! 
Name 

Address. 

. State Zip. 

184 Charles Street, Dept. 6578, Malden, MA 02148 

If you’re tired of having your outdoor enjoyment rained on...baked out...or 
just plain ruined by unpredictable weather. 

At last there is a solution! One that lets you take control of the weather on 
your deck or patio! It’s the incredible SunSetter Retractable Awning! A simple... 
easy-to-use...& affordable way to outsmart the weather and start enjoying your 
deck or patio more...ran or shine! 

The SunSetter is like adding a whole extra outdoor room to your home... giving 
you instant protection from glaring sun...or sudden showers! Plus it’s incredibly 
easy to use...opening & closing effortlessly in less than 30 seconds! 

So, stop struggling with the weather... 
& start enjoying your deck or patio more! 

NEW! Motorized Version New Available! | 

Introducing The Revolutionary 
SunSetter Retractable Awning! 

L J 



They’re belting out tunes at 

their local restaurant and 

Inline. ' 

iUjA jiJj'j'jjJij IJJJU ijj'DWiJ, 

entertaining thousand 

at fairs, festivals and 

farm shows. 

Where’s all this music 

coming from, you ask? It’s 

coming from Ashley Hart, 

Amanda Pearce, Katie 

Kerkhover and Travis Parks, 

Illinois’ upcoming young 

music sensations. 

10 ' ILLINOIS COUNTRY U' 

By Catrina D. McCulley 

Ashley Hart 
It’s easy to see how 16-year-old 

Ashley Hart of Adair manages to 
maintain a 4.0 grade point average 
at school, and juggle all her music 
shows after you’ve met this very 
mature and down-to-earth teen. 
Ashley’s been performing since she 
was two years old and released her 
first album,The Hart of Country 
Music, when she was 10. “She’s a 
dynamic entertainer,” said Connie 
Hart, Ashley’s mother. “Unless 
you’ve actually seen her perform, 
you really don’t have an idea how 
good she is.” 

Working hard with her agent, 
Dan Lentino, Ashley landed an im¬ 
pressive performance singing at a 
Chicago White Sox game for their 
“Country Music Night” during the 
summer of 1998. She was hired to 
sing as a LeAnn Rimes imperson¬ 
ator and was surprised when they 
also hired her to sing the national 
anthem. “I’d have to say so far, 
that’s been the most exciting event 
I’ve ever performed at,” said 
Ashley. “Just being able to stand 

on the same field as the White Sox 
in front of thousands of people 
was an incredible feeling.” 

Ashley was also given the op¬ 
portunity to open for country mu¬ 
sic legends, Ronnie McDowell and 
the Oak Ridge Boys in 1999, and 
will open for Charlie Daniels this 
summer. With her producer, Tom 
Durso, and her mother and co-pro¬ 
ducer, Connie Hart, Ashley’s in 
the process of creating a live CD 
from her Oak Ridge Boys perfor¬ 
mance. “At that concert, I did 
things a little different than I nor¬ 
mally do,” said Ashley, “I did some 
original material, but I also in¬ 
cluded some Elvis Presley and 
some of the latest country music 
hits. It went over really well with 
the audience.” 

Ashley’s second CD, 
Somebody’s Angel, was released in 
1998 and includes seven original 
songs. “Nothing is more important 
to me than my family,” said Ashley, 
“so when I did my second CD, I 
was really focused on including a 
song on it for everyone in my fam¬ 
ily to enjoy.” 

Ashley Hart, “The Hart of Country Music, ” wins her audience 
of Shania Twain and LeAnn Rimes. 
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Ashley is a junior in high 
school and is now looking into col¬ 
leges. “As much as I love music,” 
said Ashley, “I don’t think I will 
pursue it in college. It’s important 
to have something you love doing 
beside music. My voice could go to¬ 
morrow, but no one can take away 
my education.” Ashley says in col¬ 
lege, she’d like to strive to be either 
a forensic lawyer or a forensic psy¬ 
chologist. The Harts, who are 
members of McDonough Power 
Cooperative in Macomb, are very 
proud of all of Ashley’s hard work 
and accomplishments. 

“I sang a lot in church growing up, 
and a guy from my church heard 
me once and asked if I would sing 
for the grand opening of his new 
western-wear store. Someone saw 
me perform there and booked me 
the next weekend for something 
else, and from there I’ve had regu¬ 
lar bookings every weekend. Back 
then I thought that was just the 
way this business worked, but now 
I look back and see just how lucky 
I was,” said Amanda. 

In 1999, Amanda left Spring- 
field to pursue her music full-time 
in Nashville, Tenn. With her man- 

Amanda Pearce has a fresh look and a great country sound. 

'VV Tith energy and excitement in 
W her crystal-blue eyes as she 

talks about her musical dream, and 
the enthusiasm she carries for her 
family and fans, Amanda Pearce 
will no doubt be a name you will 
see in lights in the near future. 

One of the most impressive 
performances for this 19-year-old 
Springfield native has been the op¬ 
portunity she had to be the open¬ 
ing act for country recording artist, 
Kenny Chesney in November of 
1999. “I don’t usually get nervous 
for my normal gigs,” Amanda said, 
“but I was nervous at this one. I 
felt like I was having an out of 
body experience...it felt like my 
mouth was open and the words 
were just coming out.” 

But Amanda didn’t start out 
sharing a stage with a well-known 
recording artist, she’s had to work 
very hard to build her reputation. 

agers, Ray and Wendy Armendariz, 
Amanda has been busy putting to¬ 
gether a band. “I tried to start a 
band here in Illinois, but it was 
easier to find people really dedi¬ 
cated to the music in Nashville,” 
Amanda said. So far, she has a 
drummer and a rhythms player, but 
she’s still in search of a utility 
player and a pianist. Amanda said, 
“Right now, it’s just good to be 
practicing with the few members I 
have.” 

Amanda is now listed with a 
respected Nashville booking agent, 
A1 Embry International, who’s put 
together a tour that will take her 
around the country and into shows 
at rodeos, fairs and large country 
music clubs. The tour will continue 
through the summer. The idea is 
to get Amanda’s name out to the 
widest possible audience so that big 
recording companies hear about 
her. 

Amanda released her CD, Be¬ 
fore I Fall, in July, 1999. “I started 

to record the CD in Illinois, and 
then I moved to Nashville to fin¬ 
ish it,” she said. “It’s a great CD 
and it showcases a lot of my music, 
but I’m taking voice lessons now 
from Rene Grant Williams, who 
also gives vocal lessons to Faith 
Hill and Tim McGraw. I’m learn¬ 
ing how to breathe correctly and to 
use my diaphragm, and by the time 
I record my next CD, I will have 
more of the sound quality needed 
to reach record label standards.” 

Amanda says there are a lot of 
stresses involved in the music in¬ 
dustry, and though it’s fun, she 
said, “It takes a lot of discipline 
and practice.” But she says above 
everything else, “my fans and fam¬ 
ily are most important to me. No 
matter how cranky and tired I feel 
sometimes, I always try to answer 
my e-mails and fan letters because I 
know that I am here because of my 
fans. If they dicin’t come to see me, 
I’d never make it in this business. 
And my family has stood by me 
through everything. I’ve gotten 
this far because of their support.” 

If it’s bluegrass, chances 
are 15-year-old fiddler and 

vocalist, Katie Kerkhover 
from Rockwood, can fig¬ 
ure out how to play it. 
Katie began playing the 
violin when she was four 
years old, hut quickly real¬ 
ized bluegrass and fiddle 
playing was what she wanted 
to do. “I started out taking 
Suzuki violin lessons,” said 
Katie, “but when I was 
eight, my teacher 
played a bluegrass 
song for me called 
‘Boiling Cabbage 
Down,’ and I 
wanted to learn 
how to play it. 
That’s when I 
switched over 
from playing 
classical mu¬ 
sic to playing 
bluegrass and 
fiddle music.” 
Katie explained, 
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Katie Kerkhover will impress you with her amaz¬ 
ing fiddle skills and her solid vocals 

tucky, Georgia and Tennes¬ 
see. And when she is not 
out sharing her musical tal¬ 
ent with the world, Katie is 
an honor student who is 
involved in a mentoring 
program through a local 
church. “Katie mentors a 
little boy in the fourth 
grade who was getting a C 
average when she began 
working with him,” said 
Mrs. Kerkover. “She meets 
with him once a week, and 
this past semester, he had 
an A+ average.” Katie is 
also involved in ballet, jazz 
and tap dancing lessons 
and enjoys singing in her 
church choir. Her parents 
are members of Egyptian 
Electric Cooperative Asso¬ 
ciation, Steeleville. 

“A violin and a fiddle are the exact 
same instrument, just played in dif¬ 
ferent styles.” 

Katie released her first blue- 
grass album in 1996, at 11 years 
old, and her second album in 1999 
entitled To All My Friends From 
Katie Kerkhover. On that CD, you 

will not only hear samples of 
Katie’s remarkable fiddle 
playing, but also her power¬ 
ful vocals that accompany it. 
“There is a song on that 
CD called ‘Muleskinner 
Blues,’ and during that 
song, Katie sustains a note 

for 31 seconds,” said 
Lynn Kerkhover, 

Katie’s mother. “For 
such a small per¬ 
son, she has a very 
powerful voice.” 

Katie and her 
band, Rockwood 
Junction, perform 
about every week¬ 
end and have been 

touring bluegrass 
festivals in Illinois, 

Indiana, Missouri, Ken- 

f# order   

Travis Parks 

T' welve-year-old country¬ 
singing cowboy, Travis Parks 

from Carrier Mills, has been melt¬ 
ing hearts from Illinois all the 
way to Texas for the past eight 
years. This guy may be small 
in stature, but he’s got big 
stars in his eyes. 

Travis first began singing 
at his local church when he 
was four and started entering 
and winning contests soon af¬ 
ter that. “Travis has come a 
long way since he first began 
to sing,” said Jeff Parks, 
Travis’ father. “He started out 
just singing locally for church, 
but now we travel so that he 
can participate in contests 
and events in places like 
Texas and Kentucky,” he 
added. 

Travis remembers the first 
contest that he entered and 
won, “I entered into the Old 
King Coal pageant when I 
was four and everyone else 
was singing things like 

‘Twinkle Twinkle Little Star’ and 
‘Itsy Bitsy Spider’ and then I sang 
‘Two of a Kind’ by Garth Brooks. 
It was funny, I won first place.” 

Travis is full of ambition and 
wants nothing more than to be¬ 
come a big star touring with Garth 
Brooks or Tim McGraw. “We’ve al¬ 
ways told Travis that he could do 
what he wanted...we’d never push 
him if he decided that he didn’t 
want to sing anymore,” said Dana 
Parks, Travis’ mother. But it’s clear 
that Travis doesn’t have any plans 
of giving up this dream anytime in 
the near future. “When I turn 16,” 
said Travis, “all I want is a tour 
bus.” 

They all have different sounds 
and different lifestyles, but the 
dream they share links them to¬ 
gether. They’ve worked very hard 
to get to where they are now, and 
they still have a long road ahead. 
But with determination, practice 
and support, Ashley Hart, Amanda 
Pearce, Katie Kerkhover and Travis 
Parks are names we’ll soon see 
again. 

Travis Parks is a young cowboy with a grand 
passion for country music. 

Amanda Pearce Before I Fall ★ (877) 215-9900 ★ Visit her website at www.AmandaPearce.com 
Ashley Hart Somebody’s Angel ★ (309) 653-2472 
Katie Kerkhover To All My Friends From Katie Kerkhover ★ (800) 345-2112 
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IF YOU'RE FED UP WITH LEAKS, NOISE, 
COATING & HIGH ENERGY BILLS... 

THE APOLLO SUPER-SHIELD INSULATED ROOF 

IS THE SOLUTION TO THESE PROBLEMS. 

MAINTENANCE FREE 
ALUMINIZED METAL. 

INSULATED WITH 
A THICK LAYER OF 

FOAM INSULATION. 

FULL SIZE GUTTERING 
AND DOWNSPOUTS. 

800 333 9562 
SERVING • INDIANA • 

• KENTUCKY • OHIO • 

PLEASE RETURN FOR MORE INFORMATION 
i 1 

Apollo Improvement Specialties Inc. 
PO. Box 241067 

Indianapolis, IN 46224 

Name  I 

Address 

City  

| State Zip  | 

Phone  | 
i 1 

ILLINOIS 
SINCE 1987 

WINTER 
BLOWOUT 

ON STEEL BUILIDING KITS 

AMERICA’S 
BEST 
SELLING 
BUILDING! 

25 Year 
Guarantee 

•Build it yourselt *j[ 
•100% Useable Spac 
•Maintenance Free 

SAVE! 
ON SELECT SIZES 

25x34 • 30x46 
40x56 *50x116 
Additional sizes available. 

RUST. CORROSION 
& OXIDATION 

N0< COSTLY REPAIRS 

NO! HARSH WEATHER 
DAMAGE TO YOUR 
EQUIPMENT 

NO! WASTING 
USABLE SPACE 

STOP DREAMING ■ 
OWN ONE TODAY! 

Ill Buildings 
www.us-buildings.com 
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Safety 

AROUND YOUR HOME 
When lightning strikes and tornadoes blow 

Mary Zitek 

Spring is just around the corner. It’s a time 
when bulbs start to sprout due to warm weather. 
Unfortunately, warm weather not only sprouts bulbs, 
but at times stormy weather. 

Adults and children 
alike are often caught out' 
doors when such weather 
approaches and now is the 
time to familiarize yourself 
and your family with the 
precautions you should fol¬ 
low when storms roll in. 

Lightning kills approxi¬ 
mately 75 to 100 and has 
injured hundreds of people 
each year. Most victims of 
lightning never realized they 
were in real danger. If you 

hear thunder, you are close enough to he struck. 
Surprise bolts can extend from the edge of a storm 
well away from where most of the thunder and 
lightning are occurring. 

If you are boating or swimming (or near water) 
you should get to land immediately and seek 
indoor shelter. A car provides protection, 
hut a building (not a picnic shelter 
or shed) is preferable. If you are in a 
vehicle, keep the windows closed. 
Convertible cars offer little 
protection, as it is the car’s top 
and metal frame, not tires that 
offer protection. 

Leave open areas immediately (hall 
fields, golf courses, parks, etc.). If no indoor 
shelter or auto is available, seek a low-lying 
area away from trees, poles or metal objects, 
which can conduct electricity. If you feel 
your hair begin to stand on end or skin tingle, assume 
a tucked position, place your hands on your knees 
and put your head between them. Your feet should 
be the only thing barely touching the ground. If you 
were to lie flat it would only provide a larger surface 
to conduct electricity. 

Tornadoes are one of nature’s most violent 

Mary Zitek, Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives 
safety technician 

storms. Over 800 are reported annually resulting 
in an average of 80 deaths and over 1,500 injuries 
nationwide. Most tornadoes occur in the months of 
April through June, however, they can occur at any 
time throughout the year. 

The National Weather Service will issue watches 
and/or warnings when conditions are favorable for a 
tornado. A tornado or severe thunderstorm watch 
is when a tornado or severe storm is possible in your 
area. You should keep an eye out for approaching 
storms. A tornado or severe thunderstorm warning 
is issued when one has been spotted or is indicated 
on radar. You should remain alert and seek shelter 
immediately if the sky becomes threatening. 
Remember that a tornado occasionally develops 
during a severe thunderstorm warning or watch. 

If you are outside and a tornado threatens your 
area, you should seek shelter such as a storm cellar or 
basement immediately. If a cellar or basement is not 
available, go to a hallway or interior room on the 
lowest level of the building and cover yourself with a 
mattress or get under a heavy piece of furniture. Stay 

away from windows. Most deaths and injuries 
result from flying debris. If no shelter is 
available, lie flat in a nearby ditch or seek 

shelter under an overpass. Do not try 
to outrun the tornado in your car. 

People in autos and mobile homes 
are among those most at risk. 

Flash Floods are another 
danger resulting from storms. 

They account for more deaths than lightning or 
tornadoes. If a warning has been issued, be prepared 
to evacuate flood-prone areas. If you are driving and 
there is a flash flood watch or warning, stay away 
from rivers, streams, creeks and storm drains. If your 
car stalls in rising waters, climb out immediately and 
get to higher ground. Most flash flood deaths occur 
in automobiles. 

Staying informed of weather conditions (by 
observation, local TV or radio) will help you decide 
on what action you should take. Take steps now to 
prepare for these emergencies, the steps you take can 
save your life! 

Note: To protect your appliances during a 
thunderstorm, ask your local cooperative about surge 
protectors. 
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Our patented mobile home [PERrln-KQQF] 
insulated -roof system offers: ' I 

• Lower utility bills ^^OUtlieM 
. One Fo6t Overhang ^ IBuilderS 
• Polystyrene Insulation s, 
• Super Strong White Steel Hoofing 

Call for free Information 1-800-633-8969 

FREE Poultry Catalog Showing 
All Kinds of Poultry in Color 

Over 70 Varieties, Baby Chicks, Exotic 
Rare Breeds, Fighting Games, Guineas, 
Turkeys, Ducks, Bantams. 

MasterCard, Discover & Visa 
Fax No: 660-647-3999 

E-mail: martip@iland.net. 

MARTI POULTRY FARM 
Box 27-7, Windsor, Missouri 65360 

 Telephone — 660-647-3156  

HERITAGE 
BUILDING SYSTEMS 

Established 1979 

800-643-5555 

BUILD IT YOURSELF AND SAVE 

24 x 40 x 10  $4,060 
40 x 60 X 12   $6,950 
50 x 80 x 16  $12,514 
80 X 200 X 18ml   $40,561 
100 x 200 X 20m 1   $50,055 

Commercial all steel buildings and component 
parts from America’s largest distributor since 
1979. Any size is available featuring easy 
bolt up rigid frame design for industry, office, 
mini-storage, shop, farm and all steel homes. 
Call us today for a free information package 
and quote on the best buildings made. 

Mini Warehouse Sale 
Any Shape Any Size 

L. wwvv.metalbldg.com A 

Amazing Diabetes Improvement 
(SPECIAL) - Here’s important news for 
anyone with diabetes. A remarkable book is 
now available that reveals a medically tested 
method that normalizes blood sugar natural- 
!y...and greatly improves the complications 
associated with diabetes. People report bet¬ 
ter vision, more energy, faster healing, 
regained feeling in their feet, as well as a 
reduction of various risk factors associated 
with other diseases. 

It’s called the “Diabetes Improvement 
Program” and it was researched, developed 
and written by a leading medical researcher. 
It shows you exactly how nature can activate 
your body’s built-in healers once you start 
eating the right combination of foods. It 
works for both Type I and Type II diabetes 
and it can reduce, and in some cases even 
eliminate, the need to take insulin. It gives 
diabetics control of their lives and a feeling 
of satisfaction that comes from having nor¬ 
mal blood sugar profiles. 

The results speak for themselves. 
The“Diabetes Improvement Program” is 
based on research that is so new most doc¬ 
tors aren’t aware of it yet. It tells you which 
delicious foods to eat and which to avoid. It 
also warns you of the potential danger of cer¬ 

tain so-called “diabetes” diets. It’s been 
proven amazingly effective time and time 
again...and works so fast you can begin to 
feel improvement in a matter of days. The 
“Diabetes Improvement Program” is based on 
documented scientific principles that can: 
• Eliminate ketones and give you more 

abundant energy 
• Make blood sugar levels go from High 

Risk to Normal 
• Stimulate scratches and scrapes to heal 

faster 
• Improve eyesight 
• Improve your balance 
• Help numb feet regain a level of feeling 
• Reverse neuropathy and resultant heel 

ulcers 
Improvement can be seen in other areas 

as well, such as lower blood pressure, 
lower cholesterol and reduced triglyceride 
levels. There has also been a reduction of 
other risk factors associated with: heart 
attacks, stroke, retinopathy, kidney 
damage. 

What’s more, it can help improve short 
term memory and make you feel more 
alert and no longer chronically tired. 
Improvements and even total cures of 

double vision or diplopia may also be 
experienced. 

If you or someone you know have 
diabetes, this could be the most important 
book you’ll ever read. As part of a special 
introductory offer, right now you can order a 
special press run of the “Diabetes 
Improvement Program” for only $12.95 
plus $2.00 shipping. It comes with a 90 day 
money back guarantee. If you are not 100% 
satisfied, simply return it for a full 
refund...no questions asked. 

Order an extra copy for family or friend 
and SAVE. You can order 2 for only 
$20 total. 

HERE’S HOW TO ORDER: 
Simply PRINT your name and address 

and the words “Diabetes Improvement” on a 
piece of paper and mail it along with a 
check or money order to: THE LEADER 
CO., INC., Publishing Division, Dept. 
DB313, P.O. Box 8347, Canton, Ohio 
44711. VISA or MasterCard send card num¬ 
ber and expiration date. Act now. Orders are 
fulfilled on a first come, first served basis. 

©2000 The Leader Co.. Inc. 
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Your 

YARD MD GARDEN 
Tips for better seed germination 

The other day I was looking at all the catalogs that 
come across my desk. Part of me wonders who needs 
all these catalogs? Surely, the postman would be hap- 
pier not weighed down with tons of slick colored photos 
of lush green plants and vivid flowers in every shade 
of the rainbow. That answered my question. Sure, the 

postman wouldn’t like it, but 
flipping through the pages 
brings thoughts of spring and 
summer, and the associated 
warmth. Snow and the 
accompanying cold quickly 
make last summer’s heat 
disappear. 

People drool over the 
catalogs. Well, maybe not over 
the catalogs because that 
could cause the ink to run. 
And maybe not drool, since 

relatives and friends would call the doctor. But we do 
dream and wish and fantasize about how those bright 
colors would fit into our yards. Every year I try to start 
some seeds. Notice the word “try.” There should be 
a better emphasis on that. Every' year, my plants 
don’t look anything like those in the garden 
centers. Several years ago, I just started giving 
my seeds to a friend with a greenhouse, and 
she grows out many of the plants. But yearly, 
I hold some of the seeds back with an attempt 
to duplicate her success. Starting seeds 
indoors isn’t as difficult as it seems, and suc¬ 
cess can be somewhat qualified IF you follow a 
few basic rules, and pound it into your brain that failure 
isn’t the end of the world. First and foremost, don’t 
start the seeds too early. Order them early. Get your 
starting supplies such as soil, containers, heating cable 
and dilute fertilizer solutions ready. 

(I’m assuming few people are considering starting 
radish, lettuce, beans and sunflowers indoors. If that’s 
an erroneous assumption, I apologize. But take my 
advice, they just don’t transplant well.) There are 
probably two or three dates to set out plants. The middle 

David Robson is an Extension Educator, Horticulture 

at the Springfield Extension Center, University of Illinois 
Extension. You can write to Robson in care of Illinois 
Country Living, PO. Box 3787, Springfield, IL 62708. 

Telephone: (217) 782^6515. 
E-Mail: robsond@mail.aces.uiuc.edu 

of April is ideal for broccoli, cauliflower, petunias 
and some of the other cool season crops that actually 
do better in cool weather. From the end of April to 
Mother’s Day is ideal for most vegetables and flowers. 
Temperatures are still cool limiting top growth, but 
the ground is warming. If we are still experiencing 
40-degree temperatures, hold off. Then there are the 
plants that love, love, love and love some more warm 
temperatures. If you put them in the ground too early 
or unprotected, they’ll just sit there like a love-starved 
puppy. Some will even die. Vinca and the squashes, 
cucumbers and melons fall into this group. Read the 
seed packet. The labels usually say to start the seed 
six to eight weeks before you set them out. Some 
may state four weeks as a minimum while others may 
throw in 10. 

If your plants are the size of Jack’s beanstalk when 
you set them out, start sowing later. Go with the 
minimum number of weeks, and not the maximum. 
Smaller plants adapt easier and quicker than larger 
plants. Keep the soil moist. Wrung-out sponge wet is 
ideal. Soggy soils just increase the chances of diseases. 

Give the seedling lots and lots of light. Bright 
i sunny days are ideal. A southern window is 

ideal. If you are using fluorescent lights, 
make sure the bulbs are no more than eight 
inches above the plants. Here is where 
most people fail. They keep the tem¬ 
peratures too warm. It’s hard in March and 
April to allow the house to cool down to 
50 degrees F. at night. It may be harder still 

to keep it about 65 degrees during the day. 
However, those temperatures keep plants from 
becoming tall and leggy. They may not grow as fast, 
but we don’t want that anyway. Avoid over fertilizing 
the plants. Sure, we want them to grow, but that 
seed has some stored food and most potting soils 
have some nutrients. You really may only need to fer¬ 
tilize when you transplant that seedling outdoors. 

If you feel you must fertilize indoors, and haven’t 
re-read the above paragraph 10 times, then use your 
plant food at one quarter the strength. No more. 

As soon as possible, let the plants get used to the 
cooler conditions outdoors. Take them out for an 
hour or so the first day, and then bring them back in. 
Increase this period every day until you can leave the 
plants outdoors all night so the rabbits can find them. 
And if all else fails, develop a good friendship with a 
greenhouse grower. 

David Robson 
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2 SEAT BIKE 
Street 
Easy to 
1.2&4 
Cargo Carrier 

RiioflPE/ cnn 615 822-2737 Ext 9986 

POND LINERS 
Custom reinforced material $.39sqft 

Recommended by USDA/NRCS. Pond 
& lake liners, manure lagoon liners, 
cistern liners, hay & truck tarps, top 

covers F.O.B. Bend, OR 
800-280-0712 

WINNING SMILES BEGIN HERE 
Quality Care. 

Affordable Prices, 
OIK BIST, FOR 

Hygiene 

Cro" & 

entutes 

General 

NTAL CENTER 
2 Locations! 

MID-AMERICA DENTAL & 
HEARING CENTER 

D/s. Hildreth, Alvarez & Smith 
1-44 • Ext 44 

1050 W. Hayward Drive 
Ml Vfemon, MO 65712 

800-354-1905 
Since 1979 

-##D-AMERICA 
CENTAL CLINIC 

D/s. Hildreth & Campbell 
1-44 • Exit 46 

558 Mt. Vernon Btvd. 
Mt. Vernon, MO 65712 

800-372-4554 

KILL LAKE WEEDS 
Proven Aquacide pellets destroy 
unwanted underwater weeds. 

Spread marble sized pellets 
like grass seed. Effectively 
kills weeds at any depth. 

Registered with Federal 
Environmental 
Protection Agency. 

Certified and approved for use by state agencies. 
101b. can treats 4,000 sq. ft. of lake bottom, $63.95. 
50 lb. carton treats 20,000 sq. ft. of lake bottom, 
$245.00. Prices include delivery charges. State permit 
may be required. Delivery terms F.O.B. White Bear 
Lake, MN. 

CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-328-9350 
Call 651-429-6742 • Fax 651-429-0563 
Or write for free information to: 

AQUACIDE CO. 
Our 45th year. 
1627 - 9th Street, Dept. 387, Box 10748 
White Bear Lake, MN 55110 
www,killlakeweeds.com info@killlakeweeds.com 

Wildflower Gardening 

Begins with Wildseed Farms' Reference 
Guide and seed Catalog 
• 52 pages of beautiful color photographs. 
• 70 varieties to choose from. 
• Easy to follow planting instructions. 

• Detailed plant 
descriptions and 
cultural information. 
• Regional Mixtures, 
Packets, Ounces and 
Pounds available. 
• Order Direct from 
the nation's largest 
wildflower seed 
producer with over 
1,000 acres of produc¬ 
tion and save! 

WILDSEED 
SAFARIS 

THE HARVEST OF 

JOHNNY WILDSEED® 

Spring is the time to plant!! 
Request your free catalog today. 

Call 1-800-848-0078 
or write to: 

Wildseed Farms 
425 Wildflower Hills 

P. O. Box 3000 
Fredericksburg, TX 78624 

www.wildseedfarms.com 

You’ve Gotta 
See ’Em To 
Believe ’Em. 
Our amazing machines cut: 
• Weeds & grass up to 6' tall 
• Saplings up to 1 1 /4" thick 
• Up to 3/4 acre an hour 

Call 1-888-988-7001 
(toll-free) 

Get our FREE video 
and catalog to see our 
weed and 
brush 
cutters 
in action. 
Call Now! 

Or, fill in this convenient coupon and mail it to: 
Bachtold Bros., 509 West First Street, 
Gibson City, IL 60936-0485 
Thanks! 

Name:, P-14 

Address:  

City:  

State: Zip:. 
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Today's 

TECHNOLOGY MD YOU 
New radiant heaters warm like the sun 

* Dear Jim: I prefer the efficiency and 
* comfort (for my allergies) of radiant heat, 

but I don’t want to tear up the floors to add it. 
I am considering adding electric ceiling or wall 
radiant panels, but will the heat go down? 

*Ed J. 

Radiant heat is one of the most coni' 
* fortahle and efficient methods of heating 

a home. Just like the sun’s rays feel warm out¬ 
doors on a cold winter day, radiant heating 
panels heat your body and objects instead of just 
the air. This allows you to keep your room tem¬ 
perature cooler, without sacrificing comfort, 
which reduces energy loss through walls and 
windows. 

It is a common misconception that heat 
flows upward better than downward. Radiant 
heat energy, just like light from a light bulb, 
flows up evenly in all directions. This is often 
confused with heated air which naturally flows 
upward because it is less dense than cooler air. 

There are many simple do-it-yourself 
radiant heating methods, other than warm floor 
systems, which require little remodeling work. 
These radiant heating kits are ideal for heating 
just one chilly room in an existing home or for 
an entire new home. There are even small plug¬ 
in radiant units designed specifically to fit under a 
table or desk (for the office). 

In addition to lower utility bills and comfortable 
steady radiant warmth, you will notice fewer dust 
mite and mold allergy problems. I am highly allergic 
and I use a quartz radiant heater and a radiant 
wall picture heater in my study. By eliminating the 
blowing air from a forced air system, radiant heat 
reduces airborne allergens. 

The other key advantages of ceiling and wall 
radiant heat are that they are totally quiet and 
maintenance-free. Since these systems heat objects 
and people in a room, not just the air, the room tern 
perature stays fairly steady. Hot (near a register) or 

James Dulley is a mechanical engineer who writes on 
a wide variety of energy and utility topics. His column 
appears in a large number of daily newspapers. 
Copyright 1999 James Dulley 

Radiant wall/ceiling 
panels heat like 
sitting in the sun 

Radiant ceiling 
film sheets are 

simple to connect 

Radiant 
quartz 

heater with 
mini-fan 

and built-in 
thermostat 

Heating 
elements 

embedded 
in the film 

Electric radiant wall or ceiling heat is comfortable 

cold spots in a room are minimized. 
Most people end up mixing and matching several 

different radiant methods or kits for different rooms 
in the house. Once you install radiant heat in one 
room and feel the comfort, you will add it in others 
too. Since the heating system in each room is 
independent, you can vary each room’s temperature 
at different times of the day (called zoning). This 
yields major savings. 

An excellent choice for almost any room is elec¬ 
tric radiant ceiling panels. These are often available 
as large attractive panels (can be painted any color 
or pattern). Smaller two and four-foot panels are 
also available to fit standard suspended ceiling T-bar 
grids. 

For example, Berko’s small two-by-two foot 
ceiling panels (only one inch thick) have adjustable 
heating wattages from 250 to 375 watts. A larger 
eight-foot panel has wattages up to 1,500 watts. They 
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are designed to he surface 
mounted to your ceiling or you 
can use a recessed kit. For bath¬ 
rooms or wet area select a panel 
design sealing with silicone. 

If you are handy with tools and 
you are doing some remodeling 
yourself, select Therma-Ray hy 
Canray or Panelectric radiant 
panels. Low-temperature nichrome 
wires are embedded inside the 
wallboard gypsum. You can order 
panels with whatever heating 
wattage your room requires. 

Another simple-to-install 
option (Calorique) is a thin 
polyester plastic film with carbon 
heating strips sandwiched in it. 
This film is sized to fit perfectly 
in ceiling joist spacing. You just 
staple it up under the ceiling 
joists and attach standard drywall. 
Several companies also make 
heating cable that is attached to 
spacers behind the drywall. 

Attractive cove radiant 
heaters (Radiant Heater Corp. 
and Radiant Systems) are the 
easiest to add to a room. These 
are long, narrow heaters that are 
mounted on the wall hy the 
ceiling. In this position, one unit 
radiates heat out to an entire 

Select Your Dream Home From 
The Best Collection Of Affordable 
Farmhouse And Traditional Designs 

The 6-book collection features 400 affordable home plans plus 20 
garage plans with upstairs loft or living space - All 6 books only $9.95 
(plus $4.00 shipping). To order, write to: Archway Press, 19 West 44th 
Street, New York, New York 10036 or call toll free 1-800-374-4766 

room. These are only several 
inches wide and are finished in 
many colors or wood graining. 
Wattages range from 600 to over 
1,500. 

If you have a small room, or 
only need to heat a small area, 
use a quartz radiant heater. These 
produce heat almost instantly 
with no sound or annoying drafts. 
Some models (Marvin) also have 
very small fans to help heat a 
larger area. Other designs oscillate 
to cover a larger area. 

Write for (or instantly 
download - www.dulley.com) 
Utility Bills Update No. 524 - 
buyer’s guide of 13 radiant panel, 
film, cove, and quartz heaters, 
sizes, comfort controls and 
features. Please include $3.00 and 
a business-size SASE. Mail to: Jim 
Dulley, Illinois Country Living, 
PO. Box 3787, Springfield, IL 
62708. 

r Church Pew Padding^ 

i FREl 

Mi, 

dd comfort and beauty 
to your church pews. 

5 info & fabric samples 
dwest Church Furnishings 

Columbia 
IT Southern 
University 

Earn Your Degree at Home 
Orange Beach, AL Certifkation iyograms 

B.S./M.S. Degree Programs: also available 
•Human Resource Management ’Licensed* 
•Business & Health Administration Catffor-fifee 
•Computer Information Science . 
• Environmental Management 1 -800-977-8449 
•Occupational Safety & Health  ext. 1030  
•Criminal Justice Administration www.colsouth.edu 

America's Oldest & Largest Rare Breed Hatchery 
FREE COLOR CATALOG 

Over 140 varieties Baby Chicks, Bantams, 
Turkeys, Game Birds, Peacocks, Waterfowl, 
Guineas, Plus Books, Equipment, Eggs, 
Incubators, & Medicine. 

1-800-456-3280 
(24 hours a day) 

Website: http://www.mcmurrayhatchery.com 
Murray McMurray Hatchery, 

Cl 32, Webster City, Iowa 50595-0458 

ATTENTION MOBILE HOME OWNER! 
KEMCO ROOF-OVER System is the Ultimate 

Solution for a Problem Roof! 

• REDUCES HEATING & 
COOLING COSTS 

• MAINTENANCE FREE 
• BUILT IN OVERHANG & 

GUTTERING ELIMINATES WA 
TER STREAKS ON SIDE OF HOME 

• STRONG ENOUGH TO STAND ON 
• NO MORE ROOF COATING YEAR AFTER YEAR 

• QUIET! NO ROOF RUMBLE OR RATTLE 
ELIMINATES CONDENSATION & WATER PROBLEMS 

Kemco Aluminum 1 800 456 KEMCO 
(5362) 

Sinrnsnn NOI * "ROUND TOP"! Jlmpsun NOT A "POLE BARN"! 

Steel Building Company 

1-800-790-2117 

FAX 1-316-429-8421 

100% ALL STEEL 
PATENT #5577353 

MINI STORAGE 
30 x 100 x 8 - $9,868 
ALL PRICES DELIVERED 

Ask About Our 

24 x 30 x 9 - $3,908 

30 x 40 x 10 - $5,015 
40 X 60 X 12 - $8,246 

40 X 100 X 16 - $14,078 

ge/Shop • Boats/RV 
Hobby Shop • Horse Barns 

Commercial UNLIMITED SIZES TO 
o ■ H • CHOOSE FROM CALL TODAY FOR Dunamgs FREE INFORMATION 

CENSUS 2000 is recruiting 
individuals to help take the 
Census in communities 
across the country. This job 
offers flexible hours, competi¬ 
tive pay. and work close to 
home. If you want a second 
job or are retired, it's perfect! 

Most Census field jobs last 
approximately four to six 
weeks. We provide training 
and mileage reimbursement, 
and we pay our Census 
takers and crew leaders 
weekly. We need you, so 
call us today. 

toll free 

1-888- 

325-7733 
www.census.gov/jobs2000 

AN IMPORTANT JOB - 
THAT PAYS 
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ONE TILLER. 
MANY USES! 

Built-in Versatility 
Makes BCS 

“The Best Tiller 
On Earth!” 

• 4-SEASON CAPABILITY one 
machine runs everything from tiller to 
chipper/shredder to snow thrower! 

• 50% FASTER - fast 20:1 tine-to-wheel 
ratio gives you finer, smoother seed beds 
in half the time! 

• MORE COMFORTABLE TO OPERATE 
- anti-vibe handles adjust up, down and 
side-to-side at the touch of a lever! 

• MORE DURABLE all-gear transmission 
means no belts to slip, no chains to break, 
no pulleys to adjust - ever! 

• MORE ENGINE OPTIONS a model 
to fit any size lawn and garden - from 
5HP 18" width to 14HP 30" width! 

• NO-TIME-LIMIT WARRANTY 

details on the “Dollars Off” Sale going on NOW! 

Name  

Add ress  

City  

State Zip  

Call the toll-free number or mail this coupon to: 
BCS America, LLC 

PO BOX 18000, DEPT C 
Portland, OR 97218 

Or visit our website at: 
www.bcs-america.com 

METAL BUILDING SUPPLY 

& MCELROY METAL 

Your One Stop Shop. We can offer you 
the largest selection of panel profiles and 
paint systems in the industry. Commercial 
Pre-Engineered Red Irons from Garages 
to Shopping Malls. Components - Cee, 
Zees, PSK Insulation, Galvanized Gees, 
Zees. Adams Clear Span Steel Trusses. 
24 to 60 wide 8 to 18 sidewall heights. 
Steel - 29 ga. thru 18 ga. plus 7 different 
standing seams. 

NATIONWIDE DEUVERY ONLY $75 
217-964-2626 

SPRING CREEK 
CABIN CO. 

KAREN FLACH TONY FLACH 

80A COUNTY RD 500 EAST 
MONTROSE, ILLINOIS 62445 

One Mile North 

INDEPENDENT 
DEALER OF 

I0*RP 
Model Home: 217-924-4184 

BY APPOINTMENT ANYTIME 

Independent Dealer for 17years 

Mobile Home 
Owners: ROOF KING 

Mobile Home Super Insulated 
Roof Over Systems 

40 Year Warranty 
Factory Direct From Roof King 

1 -800-748-0645 

SWIMMING POOL! 
b 

• PRICE 1BREAK! 
UY EARLY and 

SAVE $ 1 y 500 on 
The Delrando! 

The' 
Delrando 

PRICES SLASHED! 
THE MARINER 
Brand New 15' x 24' 
Family Size Pooi 
O.D. 19' x 31' 

NOW 
ONLY 

Limited Area 
100% jrJATJlAfCfAfCi 

HOME OWNERS ONLY-CALL TOLL 
FREE 24 HRS.- FREE HOME SURVE 
1 -SOO~S52-79<5B 
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12 Great Reasons to Own 
a Mantis Tiller/Cultivator 

1. Weighs just 20 pounds! The Mantis 
engine starts easily, turns on a dime, lifts 
nimbly over plants and fences. (That’s three 
great reasons already!) 

2. Tills 10" deep. Cuts through sod, 
churns tough soil into crumbly loam, 
prepares seedbeds in no time. 

3. Digs big planting holes for 
trees and shrubs-as deep and as 
wide as you need-much faster and 
easier than hand tools. 

4. Has unique curvy tines. The 
patented tines spin at up to 240 
rpm-twice as fast as others. Cuts 
through hard soil and roots like a 
chain saw cuts wood. 

5. Weeds faster 
than hand tools. 
Reverse its tines 
and power-weed an 
average-size gar¬ 
den in 20 minutes. 

7. Cuts neat borders with the 
optional Border Edger attachment along 
walkways, patios and flower beds. 

6. Digs 
planting 
furrows for 
corn seed, 
onion sets, and potato 
eyes with the optional 
Planter/Furrower attachment. 
Builds raised beds, too, and digs 
trenches to lay wires and pipes 
under your lawn. 

12. Fun to Use! The Mantis Tiller is 
so much fun to use, gardeners 
everywhere love their Mantis tillers. 

9. Trims bushes and hedges. Only Mantis 
has an optional 24" or 30" Trimmer to trim 
your shrubbery and small trees. 

10. One year risk-free home trial! If you’re 
not 100% satisfied, send it back to us with¬ 

in one year for a no-hassle refund. 

11. Great warranties. The Mantis Tiller 
is warranted for two years. The tines 

are guaranteed forever against 
breakage 

Mail this coupon today for FREE 
Information, or call toll free 

1 -800-366-6268 
Eastern Time, Monday - Friday, 9-9 

Saturday, 9-5 

FREE... 
Border Edger attachment 
with early orders! 

YES, rush me details on your FULL YEAR HOME 
1—1 TRIAL and special FACTORY-DIRECT PRICES on 

Mantis 
Dept. MT 3186 
1028 Street Road 
Southampton, PA 18966 

antis 

8. Dethatches and Aerates your lawn. Remove 
choking thatch and cut thousands of aeration 

slits in sod, so water, air and nutrients can reach 
grass roots and promote a healthier turf. Two 
optional accessories make it easy to have a 
prettier lawn. 

the Mantis Tiller. 

Name  
• Address  
| City  
■ State Zip 

I -  
©2000 Mantis 



Illinois1 

FINEST COOKING 
Green Hills Council of Girl Scouts in Freeport, 

Illinois, submits its 1998 spirabbound, soft-backed 
cookbook. The cookbook boasts over 700 recipes 
and 16 food categories. The funds from the sale 
of the cookbook will help provide programs for 
girls in Southwest Wisconsin and Northwest 
Illinois. The cost of the cookbook is $10 plus $4 
shipping/handling. To purchase, contact Kathleen 
Weber, 5040 Business Route 20 West, Freeport, 
Illinois 61032, or call her at (815) 235-8777. 

"Recipes from Our Bucket to Yours" (1999) 
was created by the U.M.WA. Locals 12 and 1969 
Family Auxiliary to help community projects and 
support union families. (The first page is a Happy 
Mother's Day for the World's Greatest Mom). 
Contact Maggie Filson, 28009 Quarton Road, 
Palmyra, Illinois 62674, or call (217) 436-2616. 
The cost of the cookbook is $5 plus $2 postage. 

Green Hills Council of Girl Scouts 

WEEKEND BREAKFAST PIZZA Kim Meinert LOW-FAT FRENCH ONION SOUP Kathie V Vinne 

1 egg, slightly beaten 2 T cinnamon-sugar 
3/4 C. milk 1 C. Grape Nuts Flakes or 
1/4 C. oil Raisin Bran 
1 C. regular pancake or 
waffle mix 

Combine egg, milk, oil and pancake mix in bowl. Mix until well 
blended. Pour into greased 12" pizza pan or 13x9" pan. Sprinkle 
cereal and cinnamon-sugar evenly over batter. Bake 425° for 10- 
12 minutes, or until top springs when lightly pressed. Cut into 
wedges and serve at once with pancake syrup, plain or fruited 
yogurt, fresh fruit, dried fruit, coconut or preserves. 

FAT-FREE SEAFOOD DIP 

1-oz. packet of fat-free 
Hidden Valley ranch dip mix 

1 pint of fat-free sour cream 

Irene Kortemeir 

1 can of tiny shrimp 
1/2 C. chopped water chestnuts 

6 C. fat-free beef broth 3 oz. grated skim mozzarella 
1/4 tsp. pepper cheese 
1-1/2 C. thinly sliced onions 8 slices French bread (toasted) 

(red are best) 

Spray skillet with nonstick spray. Brown onion slices and add beef 
broth. Simmer 20 minutes or longer. Pour soup into bowls. Top 
with toasted French bread and 1/4 cup of cheese. Place under 
broiler until cheese melts. Six servings, 135 calories. 

LIGHT AND CRISPY FISH FILLETS Rubye R. Hill 

1 lb. fish fillets (catfish, sole, 
ocean perch, lake perch, etc.) 

2 T grated Parmesan cheese 
3 T corn meal or seasoned 

bread crumbs 
1/4 tsp. onion salt or one 

small onion, chopped fine 

1 tsp. pepper 
1/2 tsp. paprika 
1 to 2 T melted margarine or 
butter 

1/2 tsp. Old Bay Seasoning, 
optional 

Drain and rinse shrimp with water. Chop water chestnuts. Mix 
ranch dip mix and sour cream. Add shrimp and chopped water 
chestnuts. Chill and serve with crackers. 

SPICY PORK TENDERLOIN Richard DeMoss 

3 T chili powder 1/4 tsp. ground thyme 
1 tsp. salt 1/4 tsp. pepper 
1/4 tsp. ground ginger 2 1-lb. each pork tenderloins 

Combine dry ingredients and rub over meat. Cover and refrigerate 
2 to 4 hours. Grill over hot coals or broil 15 minutes per side, or 
until meat thermometer reads 160°. Slice crosswise into 1/4 to 
1/2" medallions. 

Preheat oven to 400°. Rinse fillets under cold water and pat dry. 
Combine Parmesan cheese, corn meal and seasonings in a bag. 
Place fillets in bag, shake to coat with above mixture. Place fillets 
in a nonstick baking dish. Pour melted butter or margarine over 
fish. Bake about 10 minutes per inch thickness of fish, or until 
flesh is just opaque throughout and flakes. Four servings. 

PLAY DOUGH Laura Cox 

2 C. flour 2 T olive oil 
1 C. salt 1 C. water 

Add water slowly to flour, salt and olive oil to get desired 
consistency. 
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DIET OATMEAL SUGAR- Virginia Riter 
FREE COOKIES 

1 tsp. Sweet 10 
2 eggs, beaten 
1-1/2 C. flour 
1/8 tsp. salt 
1/4 C. raisins or dates 
2/3 C. butter or margarine 

Mix all ingredients well. Drop by teaspoon on cookie sheet. Bake 
at 400° for about 12 minutes or until lightly browned. Use a little 
extra Sweet 10 for more flavor. 

MINI CHEESECAKES Kate Edmund 

2 (8-oz.) packages cream 1 tsp. vanilla 
cheese cherry pie filling 

3/4 C. sugar vanilla wafers 
2 eggs 

Mix all ingredients except pie filling and vanilla wafers until 
smooth. Place a vanilla wafer in the bottom of a small cupcake 
paper. Spoon in mixture to fill cup 2/3 full. Bake at 350° for 15-20 
minutes. Before serving, cover with cherry pie filling. Keeps well 
in refrigerator. 

1-1/2 C. oatmeal 
2 tsp. baking powder 
1/2 C. milk 
nut meats 
1 tsp. vanilla 

U.M.W.A. Locals 12 and 1969 

Put cottage cheese into blender. Add dressing mix. Blend until 
well mixed. Store in refrigerator until ready to use. Serve with 
vegetables, crackers and chips. 

CRANBERRY RELISH 

1 pkg. cranberries 
1 medium orange 
1 large cherry Jell-0 

BONGO-BONGO SOUP 

Ruby Owen 

1 C. sugar 
1 medium can pineapple, drained 

U.M.W.A. friend 

MASHED POTATO PIE 

2 lb. ground beef 
1 medium onion, chopped 
3 stalks celery, chopped 
1 (16-oz.) can whole corn, 
drained 

1 (8-oz.) can tomato sauce 

Cheryl Tipps 

dash of onion powder 
dash of garlic powder 
salt and pepper to taste 
1 C. shredded cheese, optional 
leftover mashed potatoes 

Grind cranberries and orange in food processor. Put in bowl. Add 
sugar and mix well. Prepare Jell-0 according to box. Add pineapple 
to cranberry and orange mixture. Mix well, then add Jell-O. Chill 
and serve. 

1 pkg. frozen peas, pureed 1/2 tsp. pepper 
1 T butter 1 C. milk 
1 T flour 1/2 C. minced oysters or clams 
1 tsp. salt 1/2 C. whipping cream 

Prepare peas according to package. Put in blender. Melt butter in 
a saucepan. Blend in flour, salt and pepper. Cook over low heat, 
stirring constantly, until smooth. Stir in milk, peas and oysters. 
Boil for one minute, stirring constantly. Remove from heat. 
Gradually stir in cream and heat just until bubbles form around 
edge of pan. Serve very hot. 

TENDER BAKED PARMESAN Marion Anderson 
CHICKEN 

1/2 C. mayo (regular or lire) 4 boneless, skinless chicken 
1/3 C. grated Parmesan cheese breasts 
1/2 tsp. garlic powder 1/2 C. Italian bread crumbs 

Mix mayo, cheese and garlic. Spread chicken with mayo mixture. 
Coat with crumbs. Arrange on baking sheet. Bake at 425° for 20 
minutes. 

GARLIC CHEESE BISCUITS Kathy Puccetti 

2 C. Bisquick 1/2 C. butter 
2/3 C. milk 1/2 tsp. garlic powder 
1/2 C. Shredded Cheddar cheese 

Preheat oven to 450°. Combine Bisquick, milk and cheese until 
soft dough forms. Drop dough by spoonfuls onto ungreased baking 
sheet. Bake 8 to 10 minutes, until golden brown. Melt butter. Add 
garlic powder. Brush butter over warm biscuits before removing 
from cookie sheet. Serve warm. 

QUICK AND EASY DIP Maggie Filson 

1 large carton small curd 1 envelope powdered Hidden 
cottage cheese Valley Ranch dressing mix 

Brown beef, onion and celery. Drain; add corn and seasonings. 
Mix well. Put meat mixture into bread loai pan or casserole dish. 
Top with mashed potatoes and cheese. Bake at 350° for one hour. 

VEGETABLE CASSEROLE Barb Dennison 

2 large pkg. frozen California 
Blend vegetables 

1 can cream of mushroom soup 

1/2 lb. Velveeta cheese 
1 box Stove Top stuffing 
1 stick butter 

Cook California Blend as directed on package and drain. Add 
one can of mushroom soup. Pour into 9x13" greased dish. Add 
chunks of Velveeta on top. Mix 1/2 box of stuffing with 1/2 package 
of the seasoning mix. Pour over top of the cheese. Melt butter. 
Pour over top of casserole. Bake at 350° for 30 minutes. 

CARAMEL ILLINI BARS 
Angie Adams 

14-oz. Kraft caramels 
2/3 C. Pet milk 
1 pkg. German chocolate 
cake mix 

1/2 C. oleo, softened 
1 C. chocolate chips 
nuts, optional 

Melt caramels in 1/3 cup Pet 
milk. Keep warm. Mix cake 
with oleo and other 1/3 cup Pet 
milk. Pat 1/2 dough into 9x13" 
greased pan. Bake 6 minutes 
at 350°. Sprinkle with chocolate 
chips. Pour on caramel mixture. 
Crumble remaining dough on 
top and bake 15 minutes 
more at 350°. Add nuts 
if desired. 
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UNEARTH 
GREAT SAVINGS 

Geothermal Systems by 
ClimateMaster 

With a geothermal heating and cooling system 
from ClimateMaster, lowering your heating, 
cooling and hot water costs will be a snap . . . 
without sacrificing reliability or comfort. 

Working with a specially designed underground earth 
loop system, a ClimateMaster geothermal unit utilizes the 
Earth’s near constant temperature to exchange energy 
between the Earth and your home for heating and cooling. 

ClimateMaster Geothermal Systems 
Designed by the Industry's Most Talented Team 

Atteberry & Marshall 
Charleston, IL, 217-348-8888 
Sullivan, IL, 217-752-6867 

Basham Electric, 
Geothermal Specialist 
Humbolt, IL, 217-234-9774 

Bryan's Heating & A/C 
Murphysboro, IL, 618-684-6002 

Davis Electric 
Rushville, IL 217-322-6677 

Fowler Heating & Cooling 
Marion, IL, 618-997-5288 

Read's Heating, 
A/C & Refrigeration 
Olney, IL, 618-393-4102 

Sigman Heating & 
Air Conditioning 
Belleville, IL, 618-234-4343 

Bauer Comfort Center, Inc. 
Cissna Park, IL, 815-457-2589 

Bob's Plumbing & Heating 
Macomb, IL, 309-833-2315 

Bosco Mechanical 
Belleville, IL, 618-235-7463 

Bratcher Heating & 
Air Conditioning, Inc. 
Bloomington/Normal, IL, 
309-454-1611 

Garber Heating & 
Air Conditioning 
Morton, IL, 309-266-9372 

Jesse Heating and 
Air Conditioning 
Decatur, IL, 217-422-1744 
Champaign, IL, 217-352-8511 

Kuchefski Heating & A/C, Inc. 
Danville, IL, 217-442-1454 

New Air 

Snell Enterprises, Inc. 
Virden, IL, 217-965-3911 

Stevens Heating & 
Air Conditioning 
Quincy, IL, 217-222-5220 

Thomas Plumbing & 
Heating Company 
Galesburg, IL, 309-343-1101 

Town & Country Services 
Tonka, IL, 815-442-3415 

Girard, IL, 217-965-5578 

Bob Nussbaum Plumbing 
& Heating 
Fairbury, IL, 815-692-2042 

Vinson & Sill Plumbing, 
Heating, & Electric 
Lima, IL, 217-985-5100 

CLIMATEMASTER 
Or Call 1-888-436-3783 

for the Dealer Nearest You! 
© ClimateMaster 1/00 To leam more about the advantages of geothermal heating and cooling, see us at www.enertechinc.com 



MARKETPLACE 
USED MEAT SAWS, slicers, grinders, 
tenderizers and other butchering equip¬ 
ment. 2615 South 1st, Springfield, Illinois. 
Phone (217) 522-3934. 

INSULATION — 4 x 8 sheets, Foil 
backed foam — factory seconds — easy 
to install. Contact Ken Nichols at 
(800) 424-1256. 

POST FRAME BUILDINGS—Farm, 
commercial, residential. Bill Parkinson, 
Hardin, IF 62047. Phone (618) 576-2287 
or (800) 225-8070. 

USED AND NEW restaurant and con¬ 
cession EQUIPMENT. Ice machines, 
grills, fryers, sinks, poppers, ice cream 
machines, etc. Erio Sales, 2615 So. 1st, 
Springfield, IL. (217) 522-3934. 

BASKETWEAVING, CHAIRSEATING 
SUPPLIES, OAK Baskets, Books, Kits. 
Quality. Discounted. Retail, Wholesale. 
Catalog $1. Ozark Basketry-REN, 
Box 599, Fayetteville, ARK 72702-0599. 

WORK CLOTHES 
GOOD CLEAN Rental-type work clothes, 
6 pants and 6 shirts to match-$29.95. 
Lined work jackets-$9.95. Satisfaction 
Guaranteed! Send sizes with check or 
money order plus $5-S&JH to: WALT’S 
WHOLESALE, PO. Box 208-E, 
Darlington, SC 29540. Or MC/Visa 
orders (800) 233-1853. 

LLAMAS — Put a llama in your life! Did 
you know that llamas — Can guard your 
other livestock against predators? Can be 
trained to pull carts? Can produce soft 
wool for crafts? Can be great pets? Can 
be shown at fairs? Are affordably priced? 
Find your ideal multi-use llama at 
Tranquility Llamas! (309) 963-4553. 

PLAY GOSPEL SONGS by EAR! Add 
Chords, Piano, Organ. 10 easy lessons 
$7.50. Guaranteed. Davidsons, 6727R1 
Metcalf, Shawnee Mission, Kansas 66204. 

TAYLOR SOFT SERVE MACHINES, 
single phase, double with twist, standby, 
guaranteed. Erio Sales, 2615 So. Tr , 
Springfield, IL 62704. (217) 522-3934. 

SHAWNEE NATIONAL FOREST in 
beautiful Southern Illinois. Properties for 
hunting, fishing, retirement. Call Ocie 
Paxton Realty at (618) 683-4203. 

CUSTOM SAWMILLING with Portable 
Woodmizer. Your place or mine. Call Jim 
Virkler, (815) 692-2890. 

WANTED: ALL SPECIES STANDING 
TIMBER. Free estimates, no obligation. 
Call Paul Jones, Ridgway, IL 62979. 
Phone (618) 272-3031. 

PLANNING A FLORIDA VACATION? 
Fish Haven Lodge on beautiful Lake 
Juliana is the place for you. Located in 
central Florida, only 30 min. from Disney 
World. Lakefront housekeeping cottages, 
adult mobile home park and large RV lots 
are available. Some of Florida’s most 
reasonable rates. Write Fish Haven 
Lodge, Box 1, Fish Haven Road, 
Auburndale, FL 33823. Phone (941) 984- 
1183. 

FIBERGLASS, CORRUGATED, 26- 
inch wide. 8-10-12 foot long. 8 ft.-$4. 
12 ft.-$6. Large supply, all colors. 
Dongola, IL. (618) 827-4737. 

SWENEY’S LLAMAS: Registered sales, 
breedings, fiber, livestock guardians, 4-H 
projects. Beautiful FALL BABIES in 
training. Farm visits welcome. Avon, IL. 
(309) 465-3847. 

NEW SUBDIVISION - SHAWNEE 
MEADOWS, Pope County, IL. Close to 
Ohio River. Marina, golfing, fishing, 
hunting. Restrictions. Agent-owned. 
Ocie Paxton Realty. (618) 683-4203. 

E-Z MATIC® PET DOORS. Weather- 
tight (seals tight “All around!”) Super 
quiet, safe. Easy to install and use, sizes 
for any dog/cat. Free brochure; call 
(715) 635-2644 or e-mail riverken@ 
chibardun.net. Riverside Products, 
W7909, Green Valley Road, Spooner, WI 
54801. 

DISCOUNT WALLPAPER. Lowest 
prices guaranteed. 400,000 rolls and bor¬ 
ders in stock!! Call with book name or 
pattern numbers. Marion, IL. Toll free 
(877-727-3780 or www.dwdd2000.com. 

BIRD PROBLEMS: We have solutions! 
Standish &. Associates, Petersburg, IL. 
Call John at (800) 274'0105. 

ARE YOU RECEIVING MORTGAGE 
payments? Cash for your note. Free 
quotations. (800) 269-9510. 

TAKE ACTION — MAKE MONEY — 
$40,000 yearly! Homeworkers needed 
immediately for assembly, clerical, mail 
processing positions! For free application, 
write: Charlin Corporation, Box 522-P 
Marion, SC 29571. 

CREDIT CARD STRESS? Lower 
payments. Reduce and eliminate interest. 
Non-profit. Free confidential consultation. 
American Credit and Debt Management. 
(800) 442-9243. 

PIANO FOR SALE: Cash or small 
monthly payments with good credit. Free 
delivery. Call for more details. (800) 346- 
1775. 

REMOVE LIMESCALE while condi¬ 
tioning your water naturally. GMX saves 
money — no salt, chemicals, extra 
plumbing or maintenance ever! Money- 
back guarantee, lifetime warranty. Dis¬ 
tributorships available. (888) 357-7792. 

BLEACHER RECLINER™. Superior 
quality portable bleacher seat. (800) 621- 
2605 or www.BleacherRecliner.com. 

BECOME AN ORDAINED MINISTER 
by Correspondence study. The harvest 
truly is great, Luke 10:2. Ministers for 
Christ Outreach, PMB 107, 6630 West 
Cactus, #B107, Glendale, AZ 85304. 
http://www.ordination.org. 

WANTED TO BUY Indian artifacts of 
all kinds; one piece or entire collections. 
Call (309) 543-3847 evenings or leave 
message. 

WANTED TO BUY: Standing timber, all 
species, select or clear cut. Pay top prices. 
Call (815) 434-4141. 

BEIIER BUILDING FSPRTE0CTY 

• Sizes 500-20,000 sq. ft. 
• Strongest for Wind & Snow 

Heavy 24,22,20 & 18 go. steel 
• Maintenance Free 

STEEL BUILDINGS 
fittp://www.pioneersteel.com 

H00-GG8-5422 
SALE PRICE 
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USED RAINBOWS Service and Repair. 
Authorized area. Rainbow Distributor: 
L & L Distributing, 116 S. Van Buren, 
Newton, IL 62448. (877) 7830755. 

AUTO INSURANCE — Good drivers, 
bad drivers, teenage drivers. Check our 
low, low rates for Southern Illinois. Call 
Odle Insurance at (618) 242-4340. 

$$PAYING CASH for older Wurlitzer, 
Rockola, Seeburg, AMI Jukeboxes, 1950s 
soda machines. Also Fender, Gibson, 
Martin, Gretsch GUITARS. Motorcycles. 
(636) 978-2788. 

ARE YOU INTERESTED in home-based 
business? Representing a company with 
integrity, family values and genuine con¬ 
cern for others, while also making a great 
income? Leading 11-year-old Food 
Science Company, publicly held, looking 
for people with a heart for helping people. 
Serious inquires, call Sabrina Walsh at 
(888) 545-9797. 

WANTED — TOY TRAINS: Lionel, 
American Flyer, Ives, Dorfan, Marx. 
Condition determines price. William E. 
Timpner, Pinckneyville, IL 62274 or call 
(618) 357-8112. 

KITTENS AVAILABLE — AMERICAN 
BOBTAILS (Bobcat look-a-like). Bengals 
(AKA Lap Leopards). Show quality at pet 
prices. (217) 324'2678. 

ATTN: CISTERN & WELL OWNERS. 
Gauge mounts in your home show how 
much water you have. Hellborn 
Innoventions, 8036 Blinds Hollow Road, 
Sparta, IL 62286. (888) 333-7194. 

LOWER CHOLESTEROL NATURALLY 
— reduce risk of coronary heart disease, 
natural relief for everyday stress and 
insomnia. Call (888) 783-9506. 

GRASS HAY — Large round bales stored 
in a building. No rain ever. $30 each. One 
to 125. Kankakee, IL. (815) 383-2704. 

FOXTROTTERS ARE FABULOUS — 
The horse your great-grandparents rode! 
Weanlings, yearlings and smooth riding 
trail horses available. (217) 487-7664 or 
bowmanfxtr@aol.com. 

SOY PROTEIN is taking center stage as 
the food for America’s answer to the most 
serious diseases killing people today. 
Through the findings of hundreds of 
recent studies, soy’s positive role in a 
number of health conditions is being 
broadcast worldwide. Specifically, four of 
the most serious conditions have a wide- 
reaching impact on our population: 
heart disease, cancer, osteoporosis and 
menopause. To find out how you can take 
control of your health with patented soy 
food supplements, call Ralph and Rita 
Taylor, Independent Reliv Distributors. 
Unconditional money back guarantee! 
(888) 251-1538. 

LIVESTOCK FARMERS: OPEN POL¬ 
LINATED seed corn — $32. Outproduces 
hybrids for silage; yields grain high in feed 
value. Quantity discount. (217) 857- 
3377. 

AMERICA’S BEST SECRET WATKINS 
since 1868. Top 10 home business with 
375 products everyone uses. Start under 
$50. Free packet. (800) 352-5213. 

FOR SALE: Used electric kilns and 
potter’s wheels for pottery and ceramics, 
220 volt-one phase. Evenings: (217) 483- 
3223. 

LET THE GOVERNMENT FINANCE 
your new or existing small business. 
Grants/loans to $800,000.00. Free re¬ 
corded message: (707) 449-8600. (HX7). 

AFFORDABLE MIDWEST VACATION 
in NAUVOO. Antiques, camping, 
golfing, fishing, historical sights, the 
Mississippi River, eagles, wineries. Call 
(800) 233-0060, www.visitnauvoo.org or 
www.golfnauvoo.com. 

WHITETAIL DEER FOR SALE — 
Fawns for bottle-feeding, weaned fawns, 
mature deer. Call Coop’s Creek Deer 
Farm at (217) 734-2790. 

JET BLACK AQHA grandson of three 
bars, also tri-colored ApHc leopard 
standing at stud. Some horses for sale. 
(217) 346-2727. 

OASIS MANUFACTURING introduces 
the econo-globe HAND PUMPS. Many 
benefits and many uses. Cost-efficient, 
hand-lift, light weight, non-corrosive. 
Ideal in remote areas, campsites, rural 
dwellings, plant nurseries. Easy to install 
and simple to use. More information, call 
(618) 446-5333 or e-mail oasismanuf@ 
wabash.net. 

TRUTH FROM EX-IRS AGENTS. 
Salaried/hourly employees: We can show 
you how to get an immediate pay raise of 
$300 to $600 or more a month at your 
present job, without asking your boss! 
Self-employed individuals: We can 
show you how you could eliminate Self 
Employment Tax. You are guaranteed at 
least $5,000 on additional tax deductions 
that you’ve never had before! And.. .you 
become 100 percent audit proof! If 
interested, contact Tax Team, P.O. 
Box 285, Flora, IL 62839; FAX (618) 
673-2662 or phone (618) 673-2462. 

FOR SALE: Stack of 3/4” thick red oak 
lumber, 8’ and 10’ lengths — 170 boards, 
good building materials. $412. (618) 842- 
9588. 

FOR FREE CASSETTE TAPE: Life 
without the pain of Fibromyalgia and 
Arthritis. Twenty-four-hour recorded 
message, call (888) 715-5734. 

RECEIVING PAYMENTS on PROP¬ 
ERTY SOLD? We pay cash for real estate 
notes, mortgages, annuities, structured 
settlements, land contracts. Nationwide... 
highest prices paid! Quick closing! 
Investor Mortgage Service, call Steve at 
(800) 254-3373. 

WANTED TO BUY: Indian artifacts, old 
guns, tobacco tins with Indian pictures, 
gold and silver coins and carnival glass. 
Call evenings (618) 475-2390. 

NATIVE PRAIRIE SEED MIX — Big 
Bluestem, Indian grass, plus over 20 
species of prairie flowers. Sold as pure live 
seed. Phone (618) 648-2216. 

MUSKMELONS — Grown continually 
since 1840s, great tasting, old-time flavor, 
$4-50 for 25 seeds; postpaid. Easy to grow. 
Joseph Berries, 16293 E 1400th Ave., 
Teutopolis, IL 62467. 

Send Illinois Country Living 
to a friend or relative 

The cost is $5 for a one-year subscription 

Name    

Address  

City  State  ZIP _ 

Mail to: Illinois Country Living 
EO. Box 3787 
Springfield, IL 62708 
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Classified Ad Order Form 

Encloset tor the ad copy below to run times starting with the 
Charges for each month’s insertion, co-op members: $8 tor the tirst 20 words or less and 30 cents per additional word. 
Non-members: $1.20 per word with a $24 minimum for 20 words or less. 

• All ads must be in one paragraph form. No centered separate sheet it needed. Include your name, 
copy. Maximum of four all-capital words per ad. . address and phone number. I am a member of 

• Check/cash/money order payable to Illinois electric cooperative 
Country Living and member’s address label must . The publisher reserves the right to reject any 
accompany order. advertisement. 

• Please type or print your ad neatly. You may use a 

Mail to: Illinois Marketplace, Illinois Country Living 

RO. Box 3787* Springfield, IL 62708 
Deadline for May issue: March 15 

MIDWEST BIRD AND ANIMAL swap 
and sale. March 26 and April 30, from 
6 a.m. to noon, at Monroe County 
Fairgrounds, Waterloo, IL. (618) 939- 
6809. 

LIVE-IN-LODGING BUSINESS — 35 
beds in three units. Golconda, IL. 
$ 175,000. For reservations or information, 
call (270) 898-3892. 

LODGING ON MAIN STREET, 
Golconda. Fully furnished, one bedroom 
apartment. Can sleep tour. Close to 
marina. Call (618) 683-3705. 

NATIONAL RESORTS CAMPING 
MEMBERSHIP Free camping, rental 
units, indoor/outdoor pool, many extras. 
Great deal tor campers! (217) 832-9078. 

EVERGREENS, DECIDUOUS, FRUIT 
NUT trees and landscaping shrubs 
available for spring planting. For 
information, write: Woodstock Nursery, 
W6291 Hwy. 95, Neillsville, WI 54456 
or call toll free (888) 803-TREE. 

MAKE A SAMPLER QUILT Fourteen 
detailed lessons. Many students have won 
blue ribbons using these lessons. Betty 
Balestri, 3620 Greenwood Ave., Rockford, 
IL 61107. (815) 399-0440. 

WANTED TO BUY: For parts — 031AV 
Stihl Saw and Troy Bilr Horse Tiller. 
(618) 695-2495. 

PRIME HUNTING GROUND. If you’re 
wanting a place to hunt. Call to reserve 
days at (309) 329-2474. 

DIABETIC? 
Your Medicare and/or private insurance 

may qualify you for MO COST diabetic 
supplies! Free delivery. 1-800-453-9033. 
AMERICAN DIABETIC SUPPLY, INC. 

DRAGONFLY SOAPS — Our soaps are 
hand-crafted here in southern Illinois. 
Wonderful new scents. Visit us on-line: 
dragonflysoaps.com or call (618) 983- 
8587. 

COMMERCIAL MOWERS — Get the 
EARLY BIRD Special for extra savings. 
Order your ZTR Deines mower with a 
Kohler engine and a “Flip-up” deck with 
sizes up to six feet. Call Ronmar Enterprises 
at (309) 768-2277. 

GENERATORS for HOME, FARM, 
BUSINESS. PTO, portable, home 
standby, transfer switches and UPS 
systems. Emergency Power Systems Inc. 
Call (815) 434-5661 or (815) 488-9816 
(cell). 

HELP WITH DECORATING IDEAS! 
Representatives needed to demonstrate 
at home shows! Baskets, pictures, linens 
and more. Full time pay — part-time 
hours. Call (800) 291-4460 (pin #5309) 
or e-mail: michele992(h aol.com. 

LLAMAS — Affordable. Short ones, tall 
ones, spotted tines, solid colored ones. 
TRAINED and easy to handle. 
REGISTERED. Will deliver. Visitors wel¬ 
come. (618) 351-1337. 

|^K 

IV 
KENTUCKY 

STEEL TRUSS 
BUILDINGS 

I FREE CATALOGUE 

20/70 
30’ X 8 
40' X 8 
60’ X 10 
70’ X 12 
70’ X 12 
80' X 14 

$ 3,699 
S 4.999 
S 7,999 
S11,999 
514,899 
519,799 

1-606-745-0606 
www.kstbuMd.com 

FARM ■ CHURCH - SPORTS • HORSE • CAR - PLANE 
ALL STEEL -ALL COLOR-25/50 WARRANTY 

SAWDUST & SPLINTERS — Quality 
handcrafted solid wood outdoor patio 
furniture. Anna, IL. Call (618) 827-3991. 

BOOKS — YOUR CHOICE. Fifty 
Harlequins or 40 novels $20. Send check 
to Book Emporium, 303 S. Commercial, 
Harrisburg, IL 62946. 

FOR SALE: Gould’s pump, 1/2 HP motor, 
pressure tank, shut-off valve, copper pipe. 
Nauvoo, IL. (217) 453-6679. 

ARABIANS — BEAUTIFUL DIS¬ 
POSITION, gentle, 3-year gelding, 
started under saddle; 2-year filly, 
chestnuts, champion bloodlines of 
Aladdinn, Bask, Raffon. Call (217) 784- 
4475. 

WANTED: USED OVERHEAD 
GARAGE doors. One — 16’ wide x 7’ 
high, one — 10’ wide x 9’ high, one — 9’ 
wide x 9’ high, or two — 10’ wide x 9’ 
high. Phone (618) 539-5357. 

HEAUH INSURANCE for 
“SELF-EMPLOYED” 

* MAJOR MEDICALS 
PAID "Doctor Visits!" 
$10 Prescriptions! 
100% “EMERGENCY ROOM" Coverage! 
$25 Mamograms! 
25% Non-Smokers Discount! 
60% Tax Write-Off! 
"Vanishing" Deductible! 

Health-Link PRO 

Call 
Paul Dunn 

National (888) 662-7788 
xSfe. TOLL FREE 
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“I make more profit 
from a 1/4 acre 

greenhouse... than 
from 100 acres 
of row crops!” 

—Jeff Balduff, farmer and greenhouse 
vegetable grower 

Call 800-321-5656 for FREE 
Greenhouse Farming Pack! 

Or, mail or fax the coupon below. 

Farmers all over the country are increasing 

their incomes dramatically with greenhouse 

farming - the new, hi-tech, profitable/aw- 

ily farm for 
the 21st century. 
With greenhouse 

farming... 

• You grow fresh, 

premium quality 

vegetables year- 

round. 

• You sell locally, in 

off season when 

prices are highest 

and demand is great. 

• Your crop is pro¬ 

tected from bad 

weather; cash flow is 

more dependable. 

• You have low over¬ 

head; you only need 

1/4 acre. 

• You work inside, in 

“spring like” envi¬ 

ronment ail winter 

long. 

• You have technical and 

marketing assistance from 

CropKing at all times. 

Request our FREE Green¬ 
house Farming Information Pack for 

details on choosing a greenhouse, getting 

set up, marketing, etc. You’ll also learn 

about our Grower Training Workshops, 
Training Videos, Newsletters, Books and 

other resources. 

CropKing.com, Inc. 
5050 Greenwich Rd., #WG/IL 

Seville, OH 44273 
phone 330-769-2002 • fax 330-769-2616 

http://www.cropking.com 
e-mail: cropking@cropking.com 

FREE HEARING CATALOG! i 

Vine Ripe Tomatoes 

’ * -r 

Fancy Lettuce & Herbs 

Seedless Cucumbers 

Specialty Mushrooms 

Now Available! FREE Videos* 
(*$4.95 shipping/handling per video): 

• Your Future in Hydroponics 

• Opportunities in Aquaculture 

• Opportunities in Mushroom Production 

Send me your FREE Greenhouse Farming Information 
Pack and tell me how to get the FREE Videos! 

Name  

Street 

City _ 

State .Zip . 

|rj 
•45 DAY TRIAL 

• $199 & UP 
BETTER 

HEARING 
DEPT B34, Brookport, IL 62910 
1-800-320-3300 EXT B34 

Hawaii 
Farm Tour 

The Best Escorted Vacations, You’ll Ever Find 

15 Days F,om 
S1814 

4 Islands Add $100 for some departure cities 

Departs every Tuesday, January 16through January30,2001. 
Includes airfare, Hawaiian owned hotels, transfers, baggage 
handling, Escort flying with you from island to island, staying 
in OAHU, HAWAII (Kona & Hilo), MAUI & KAUAI. 
Sightseeing includes Honolulu City Tour with Pearl Harbor, 
Volcano National Park, Kona Coffee Plantation Tour, Parker 
Cattle Ranch Museum, Orchid Nursery, Macadamian Nut 
Factory Tour, Wailua Riverboat Cruise, Fem Grotto, Guava 
Plantation, plus more as listed in brochure. 

VMJTVACATIONS 
Open Sunday - PROD - Groups Welcome 

1-800-888-8204 
Our 33rd Year - Over a million satisfied customers 

DENTURES 
IN ONE-DAY SERVICE 

Custom Upper and or Lower 
Opposing Imp. $15 
ADA Approved Materials 
Appointment Highly Advised *99 

GENERAL DENTISTRY 
AND 

OTHER DENTAL SERVICES AVAILABLE 

WHERE MAP 

SANGAMON RADIANT 
WIRSBO aqua pex tubing products 
for agricultural, commercial shop 
flOOrS and homes Made in the USA 

(217)522-3934 • FAX (217)522-3933 
Evening (217)483-3223 Mn 0. McMillan - Owner 

SQuality Steel Buildings$ 

1-800-241-8339 
40x60x12 $ 8,772 
50x75x10 $10,457 
60x100x12 $17,589 
60x75x12 $13,368 
50x100x12 $13,934 
100x100x12 w/cdumn $23,987 
100x150x14 w/cdumn $36,535 

F.O.B. plant - All Sizes Available 
Codes may affect prices 

We will match any deal 
with Quality Steel! 

3300 Holcomb Bridge Rd., Suite 201 
Norcross, Georgia 30092 

Visit us at our web site •www.arcosteel.com 

It’s Not Just Smaller, It’s 
Also Better & Affordable 

MaxiSound 
In the canal hearing aids from $179.95 

“MaxiSound hearing aids may not give 
you perfect hearing, but at least you ’ll be 
able to hear the children, the TV and your 
friends in a group conversation. It performs 
great in ‘real-life’ daily living situations." 

Let us sent you FREE information in¬ 
cluding an owner’s manual, a video 
tape explaining how to use & maintain 
MaxiSound, frequently asked Q&As 
and required FDA Waiver of Medical 
Evaluation plus MaxiSound order form 
and valuable discount coupons. 

Over 100,000 Satisifed Customers. 
“the Hearing Solution Company” 

WILLOWS GS, Inc. 
Dept. MSTV-702 136 John Street 

Southport, CT 06490-1497 
www.hearingsolution.com 

1 -800-770-1155 FAX 203-319-1339 
e-mail:willowsgs@aol.com 
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1-20, “Our Wedding/’ a new exhibit at 
the David Davis Mansion State Historic 
Site in Bloomington, will feature bridal 
gowns and wedding traditions of the past 
100 years. Vintage gowns from the man- 
sion volunteers tell the story of love and 
marriage horn the Victorian era to the 
space age. Tours are from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
Thursday - Monday. (309) 828-1084. 

1-12, Maple Syrup Time at Lincoln 
Memorial Garden and Nature Center in 
Springfield. View the process of maple 
syrup production, from tapping trees 
to cooking syrup. Maple syrup demon¬ 
strations are held Saturdays and 
Sundays at 1 p.m., 2 p.m. and 3 p.m. 
(217) 529-1111. 

1-4/15, America the Beautiful Art 
Exhibit at the Art Centre in Marion. 
(618) 998-8530. 

3-4, Mardi Gras Food Fest at the 
Oakley-Lindsay Center in Quincy. 
(217) 223-1000. 

4, An Evening of George Gershwin 
and Cole Porter presented by the Jim 
Kull Quintet at the Norris Theater in 
St. Charles. (630) 584-7200. 

4, Mardi Gras 2000, downtown 
Decatur. New Orleans-style food, jazz 
and Zydeco music, heads and lots of fun. 
(217) 423-3475. 

4, Cahokia Historic Site Candlelight 
Tour and Mardi Gras Ball in Cahokia. 
(618) 332-1782. 

5,11,12, “Thumbelina” Storyteller 
Theater at the Decatur Civic Center in 
Decatur. Come and see a full scale theat¬ 
rical production of children’s classics 
featuring a cast of 40 children. 
(800) 331-4479. 

8-9, The 11th Annual Rural 
Community Economic Development 
Conference will be held at the Crowne 
Plaza Hotel in Springfield. Hosted by the 
Illinois Institute for Rural Affairs, in 
conjunction with Rural Partners and the 
Governors Rural Affairs Counsel. 
(800) 526-9943 or (309) 298-2237. 

11, St. Patrick’s Day Parade in 
St. Charles. (630) 377-6161. 

11-12, Living History Weekend at the 
Ft. Massac State Park in Metropolis. 
Experience the life of a French soldier 
during the French occupation, 1757 to 
1763. (618) 524-9321. 

12, Cherish the Ladies at the Norris 
Theater in St. Charles. An authentic 
batch of traditional Irish music, dance 
and humor. (630) 513-7200. 

15, Swingtime at Millikin University’s 
Kirkland Fine Arts Center in Decatur. 
Sing and dance through the swing era. 
Hum along to tunes of Duke Ellington, 
Benny Goodman and more. (800) 331- 
4479. 

17, St. Patrick’s Day Parade in Rock 
Island. (309) 788-2341- 

17- 20, Amishland’s Spring Fling in 
Tuscola. Welcome spring with floral 
displays, Easter decorations, a petting 
zoo, crafts and activities for the whole 
family. (800) 500-3705. 

18, St. Patrick’s Day Parade, down¬ 
town Decatur. (800) 331-4479. 

18- 19, The Jan Severit “Country 
Treasures” Craft Show at the Oakley- 
Lindsay Center in Quincy. (618) 539- 
3395. 

18-19,25-26, Pancake Breakfast at 
Lincoln Memorial Garden and Nature 
Center in Springfield. Enjoy pancakes 
and maple syrup extracted from sugar 
maple trees in the garden. Reservations 
required, (217) 529-1111. 

19, Audrey Willmann’s Doll and Bear 
Show at the Kane County Fairgrounds 
in St. Charles. The largest doll and 
bear fair in the USA. G.I. Joe figurines, 
Barbie Dolls, miniatures, museum- 
quality dolls, childhood items and more. 
(630) 264-0004. 

24-26, Home, Lawn and Garden 
Exposition at the Decatur Civic Center 
in Decatur. Meet experts on land¬ 
scaping, home improvement, lawn and 
garden equipment, patio and deck 
design and more. (800) 331-4479. 

24-26, Country Folk-Art Festival at 
the Kane County Fairgrounds in 
St. Charles. The most renowned 
artisans in the US. sell museum-quality 
reproductions of American antique fur¬ 
niture and accessories, contemporary 
folk art and high quality country crafts. 
(630) 858-1568. 

24-26, The 10th Annual Illinois Deer 
and Turkey Classic at the Civic Center 
in Peoria. (262) 242-3990. 

25, Northwestern Annual Spring 
Craft Show from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 
Northwestern High School in Sciota. 
(309) 652-3830. 

26, The 13th Annual Class Pack Auto 
and Cycle Swap Meet at the Effingham 
County Fairgrounds in Altamont. 
(217) 235-6634. 

26-27, Millikin Vocal Festival at 
Millikin University’s Kirkland Fine Arts 
Center in Decatur. (800) 331-4479. 

27, Monmouth College Students 
Art Exhibit at Monmouth College in 
Monmouth. (309) 734-3181. 

30-5/6, The International Livestock 
Exposition will celebrate its lOO* birth¬ 
day in Springfield. The six-week event will 
be packed with family entertainment, 
top competitors from around the country, 
a world-championship rodeo, the Prairie 
Farms Grade School field trip, the One- 
Arm Bandit, Medieval reenactments, 
Miss Rodeo USA, and one of the most 
diverse livestock shows in the Midwest. 
(217) 787-4653. 

2-4, Knox-Rootabaga 
Jamm Jazz Fest in down¬ 
town Galesburg. This 
three-day festival 
includes inter- * 
nationally acclaimed f 
jazz artists, area high m 
school jazz bands and I* 
the Knox J azz 
Ensembles. (309) 341-7265 
or (309) 343-1194. 
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Coles'Moultrie Electric Cooperative, Mattoon 
Corn Belt Energy Corp., Bloomington 

Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative, Paxton 

EnerStar Power Corp., Paris 

Egyptian Electric Cooperative Assoc., Steeleville 

Illinois Rural Electric Cooperative, Winchester 

Jo-Carroll Electric Cooperative, Elizabeth 
McDonough Power Cooperative, Macomb 

Menard Electric Cooperative, Petersburg 

Monroe County Electric Co-Operative, Waterloo 

Norris Electric Cooperative, Newton 

Rural Electric Convenience Cooperative, Auburn 

Shelby Electric Cooperative, Shelbyville 
SouthEastern Illinois Electric Cooperative, Eldorado 

Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative, Dongola 

Tri-County Electric Cooperative, Mt. Vernon 
Southern Illinois Power Cooperative, Marion 

Soyland Power Cooperative, Decatur 

HP 1 T-1 SM louchstone bnergy 
The power of human connections 

We're adding the finishing touches 
to the power of the future 

There's a lot more to Touchstone Energy® than simply a new name and some window dressing to repackage your 

electric cooperative. It's more than 530 electric co-ops from across the country joining together to provide 

member/owners with state of the art service they'll need in the new millennium. We're ready to paint the town. 

Illinois Touchstone Energy* Partners  

® 

y 



3-in-1 Butterfly Bush $^.99 
BLOOMS IN 3 COLORS! <3 ea 

You'll enjoy fragrant flowers in pink, white, and lavender plus the 
clouds of colorful butterflies that flock to them! This stunning deco- 

Perennial Starter Garden $Q.99 
A fail-proof perennial garden for w so Hardy 
only $9*99! Perfect for beginners! Perennials 
If you’ve admired other people’s perennial gardens, yet thought it might be compli¬ 
cated or expensive to put together such a garden of your own, here’s great news. This 
big 9’ x6' Perennial Starter Garden will get you off to a sure-fire start! Our profes¬ 
sional designers created this delightful bed using 30 of the easiest-to-grow perennial 
plants — for guaranteed success in your yard. Plant in full sun. You'll have glorious 
blooms every year for decades to come. 1 -year-old plants. 

SAVINGS 
SPRING GARDEN SPECTACULAR! 
Our Most Popular Plants At Low, Low Prices! 

A. Creeping Phlox (12 plants) 

. Sweet William 

. Hibiscus, 

. Mixed Carnations 

. Shasta Daisy (5 plants) 

I number of plants: 30 

t 42 FREE 
V BONUS BULB 

AND A SURPRISE 
FREE GIFT! 

PP-SOO 

(5 plants) 

(3 plants) 

(5 plants) 

Approximate 

planting time 

nour 

native wonder will draw compliments all summer long. Blooms pro¬ 
fusely from June to September, and will bloom the very first summer 
after planting. Plant in well-drained soil in full sun to partial shade. 
Grows 10’-12'tall. 3-1/2" pot. 

FREE Planting Guide and Diagram Included with Every Order. 

BUY ONE GET ONE FREE 

Fruit Cocktail Tree 
Enjoy Up To 5 Fruits From One Terrific Tree! 
Pick Luscious Fruit By The Bushel-In Your Backyard! 
When mature, this amazing, specially grafted tree will produce up 
to 5 popular fruits: tasty peaches, juicy nectarines, tangy apri¬ 
cots, plump, red and purple plums. One or two trees could sup¬ 
ply your family with plenty of fresh fruit, plus enough left for 
mouth-watering jams, jellies and pies! Best of all, it takes up only 
a few feet of space in a sunny backyard. And it’s the perfect height 
for easy picking—just 12' to 15' fully grown. You get strong, well- 
rooted 3'-4' trees guaranteed to grow. Order today, and enjoy! Not 
available in WA. 

•4 Creeping Phlox 
12 FOR ONLY $n,98 

PLUS 12 FREE! *f 
Say goodbye to all those hard-to-mow 
areas of your yard! This low-growing 
mat of tufted green spreads vigorously 
to cover even the most troublesome 
areas of your yard. In late spring, the 
foliage gives way to a thick blanket of 
ankle-high Bowers in rose-purple, 
vivid blue and snowy white. 12 plants 
cover 20 square feet. Order yours 
today! 1-year-old plants. 

Mosquito 
Repellent Plant ^ 

FOR ONLY $£+98 
PLUS 1 FREE! Q ea. 

Throw away those foul-smelling sprays, 
greasy lotions and other expensive repel¬ 
lents. Just a couple of Mosquito Plants 
will help keep your home mosquito-free! 
This incredible plant emits a scent that 
people love - but mosquitoes can’t stand! 
So rid yourself of these pests once and 
for all! 2-1/4" pot. 

More Great Bargains On Next Page! 



r MORE SUPER VALUES! ^ 

-4 Mixed Calla Lily 
You could easily 5 |QR ONLY 
pay $5.99 each £ pg _ _ 
for elegant Calla ^ 1^ ♦ W 
Lilies in rare and *0 
exotic colors like these. But for a 
short time only, we'll send you 5 
bulbs for $5.99—all absolutely 
guaranteed to grow! What's more, 
your mix may include rare and 
lovely reds, pinks, yellows, laven¬ 
ders, whites—even bicolors! 
Order your value-priced Calla 
Lilies now! 1-1/4- 1-1/2 tubers. 

150-Piece 
Bulb Garden^ 

ONLY This spectacular 
AO 150 pc. Summer 

Bulb Garden is a 
^ super value at 

$9.98. With each color-filled gar¬ 
den you’ll receive 50 Mixed 
Glads. 6 Crocosmia, 48 Peacock 
Orchids, 32 Mixed Anemones, 6 
Patio Dahlias and 8 Camellia 
Double Begonias. That's a total of 
150 beautiful flowering bulbs in 
all for less than 70 a piece. An 
incredible value at an extraordi¬ 
nary price. Order today! 

Flowering Shade Garden F/J|fing 
Easy to Grow* Perfect for Besinners! Perennials 

Almost every yard has areas so shady that nothing wants to 
grow. This spring, our specialized 16-piece Shade Garden 
will add dazzle to your yard’s darkest comers. Imagine 
three vibrant Hardy Perennial Lilies catching your eye from where only 
moss once grew. Six Lilies of the Valley will nestle beside the bold out¬ 
lines of a Gold-Edged Hosta, both beneath rosy lockets of three Fem-Leaf 
Bleeding Hearts and the accents of three Blue Columbines. Plant our easy- 
to-grow flowering shade garden in well-drained soil with partial to full 
shade. These hardy perennials promise to brighten the dimmest comers of 
your yard with sensational color year after year — Guaranteed! Includes 
FREE Planting Diagram. 

FREE Planting Guide included with Every Order. 

Less Than 

CARDINAL 
SHRUB 

FORSYTHIA ROSE OF 
SHARON 

WHITE 
SPIREA 

50-ft. Flowering Fence 

PINK SPIREA 

15 flowering 
shrubs for only 

,99 s12 No wooden fence can compare with the Flowering Fence! Enjoy 
colorful blooms, privacy and reduced noise. Makes your yard look 
like a million for less than 260 per foot! You get 3 each of these 5 
shrubs: Cardinal Shrub features rosy-pink flowers. Forsythia’s yellow blooms are 
favorites. Rose of Sharon boasts fragrant pink flowers. White Spirea’s flowers are so thick 
they almost cover the branches. And Pink Spirea shows off dainty pink blooms. Just plant 
in a sunny location. These 12" to 18" plants thrive in almost any soil. Blooms spring to fall. 
Prune as needed to maintain desired height. 

The Best Guarantee In the Business! 

LIFETIME GUARANTEE 
If you're not happy with any item you order from us, simply notify us within 30 days for a full 
refund or replacement, whichever you prefer. Any items that do not grow and flourish to your com¬ 
plete satisfaction will be replaced FREE - with no time limit - for as long as you garden. 

PRINTED IN U.S.A. S 

MICHIGAN BULB COMPANY 300 

1950 WALDORF, N.W., GRAND RAPIDS, MI 49550 

YES! Please send my order as indicated for spring delivery. Include 
all FREE bonus items to which I am entitled. All items are cov¬ 
ered by your no-risk LIFETIME GUARANTEE. 

PI&3S& Print I pp 0-j g Q I 

ADDRESS . 

CITY  

HOW 
MANY 

CAT. 
NO. 

ITEM COST 

58222 3 in 1 Butterfly Bush ($3.99 ea.) 

02170 Perennial Starter Garden ($9.99 ea. - 2/$18.98) 

78444 Fruit Cocktail Tree ($12.99 ea.) 

02717 Creeping Phlox (12/$4.98) Plus 12 FREE 

00893 Mosquito Repellent Plant ($6.98 ea.) Plus 1 FREE 

42317 Mixed Calla Lily (5/$5.99 -10/$10.98) 

36756 150-Piece Bulb Garden ($9.98 ea.) 

35386 Flowering Shade Garden ($5.99 ea.) 

03426 50 ft. Flowering Fence ($12.99 ea. - 2/$22.98) 

10 FREE Oxalis with any order. 0.00 

12 FREE Mixed Gladiolus if your order totals $10.00. 0.00 

20 FREE Peacock Orchids (plus 12 Mixed Gladiolus) 
if your order totals $20.00. 0.00 

1 FREE Surprise FREE Gift - A $5.00 Value (plus 12 Mixed 
Gladiolus and Peacock Orchids) if order totals $30.00 0.00 

0 Payment enclosed. □ Bill on my credit card below. postage & 

handling 

, □ MasterCard ^VISA SALES TAX: 

1 1 H I I □ Amer. Express Q Discover/NOVUS JN add^S”/” 
Credit Card # M0 add 4^25% 

1 \\ y n n Grand Total 

4.95 

MAIL THIS MONEY-SAVING COUPON TODAY! 


