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THESE TREES 
IAN GROW UP TO IS FEET PER YEAR? 
. WE SELL OUT OF TREES EVERY YEAR, ORDERS WILL BE . 
^^FILLED ON A FIRST COME FIRST SERVED BASIS!^"^ 

y I p 

DON'T WAIT - SUPPLIES ARE LIMITED! 

NEW! 
Three Colored Tree Varieties: J|||L^I|y| 
GOLD FANNER • RAPID MERLOT 

KIOWA GIANT® ^ ™ H 1 

VISIT US ON THE INTERNET AT: http://www.rmausa.com 

IS WHAT THEY CALL AUSTREE® HYBRIDS!! 

LOOK AT WHAT YOU CAM DO WITH THIS 

The AUSTREE is perfect for: 
• Windbreaks • Shade Trees 
• Noise Barriers 
• Privacy Screens 
• Hedges 
• Wildlife Habitat 

Dust Barriers 
Erosion Control 
Landscaping 
Snow Fences 

Just look at what our 
customers have to say 

WE PLANTED THESE TREES IN A DROUGHT 
FOUR YEARS AGO. AFTER CONTINUED CARE 
AND GOOD RAINS, AS YOU CAN SEE, THEY ARE 
OVER 35 FEET TALL. YOU HAVE A GREAT 
PRODUCT!!! THE WORST THING IS I CAN’T 
HOLD ON TO MY' AUSTREE BROCHURE.” 

DARLENE B., PEOTONE, IL 

“ I THINK I UNDERESTIMATED HOW MUCH 
THESE DARN TREES WOULD GROW! I HAVE GOTTEN 13 FEET IN EXACTLY ONE YEAR TO 
THE DAY I PLANTED. WHAT A BEAUTIFUL TREE ROW I HAVE. I REALLY LIKE MY KIOWA 
GIANTS, TOO.” 

CHARLIE B., SPRINGFIELD, IL 

“ I AM TRULY AMAZED AT THE GROWTH OF MY AUSTREES. IN THREE MONTHS I 

HAVE GOTTEN SIX FEET OF GROWTH. BY MY SIMPLE MATH THAT IS TWO FEET A 

MONTH! I LOOK FORWARD TO MANY YEARS OF WATCHING THESE TREES ‘ADD’.” 

IRA P., SPARTA, IL 

THE AUSTREE" HYBRID IS THE MOST 
SOUGHT AFTER WINDBREAK AND 

PRIVACY TREE IN AMERICA! 

1 iYES! 
tlP 

I i 

P B Name  

Please send my FREE 12 page color AUSTREE® brochure! 

Address 

Telephone 
Mail this coupon to: 

Rocky Mountain Austree®, Inc. 
P.O. Box 9307 • Colorado Springs, CO 80932 
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publication serving the com¬ 

munications needs of 21 locally 
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families receive the magazine as part 

of their electric cooperative member¬ 

ship. Monthly columns and stories 

provide information about topics 

and issues that affect the quality 

of their lives. 

Illinois Country Living (USPS 
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monthly and is the official pub¬ 

lication of the Association of Illinois 

COM STORY 
10 Future Shock - co-op leaders contemplate new directions. 

On the cover: Gaze into the crystal ball and take a look at what the future may 

be like for electric cooperatives in Illinois. Coop leaders discuss deregulation 

options, the new products and services available now, and innovative new service 

ideas, like fuel cells, that will be available in the future. 
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Electric Cooperatives, 6460 South 

Sixth Frontage Road, Springfield, 

IL 62707. The cost is $2.40 plus 

postage per year for members of sub¬ 

scribing cooperatives and $5 per year 

for all others. Periodical postage 

paid at Springfield, Illinois, and 

additional mailing offices. 

POSTMASTER: Send address 

changes to: Illinois Country 

Living, EO. Box 3787, Springfield, 

Illinois 62708. 

Daniel W Hynes, Illinois State Comptroller, says Illinois needs a Rainy Day 

Fund. 

6 ILLINOIS CURRENTS 
Read about the hybrid electric gas car introduced by Honda, find a cure for the 

winter blues, and learn more about electric bicycles. 

14 SAFETY AROUND YOUR HOME 
CO-OP MEMBERS: When 

requesting an address change, please 

include the name of your coopera¬ 

tive. Telephone: (217) 529-5561 

Advertising and editorial inquiries 

should be directed to Illinois 

Country Living, PO. Box 3787, 

Springfield, Illinois 62708. National 
advertising representative: The 

Weiss Group, 14826 North 54th 

Place, Suite 101, Scottsdale, AZ 

85254. (602) 482-8844 

Acceptance of advertising by ICL 

does not imply endorsement by the 

publisher or the electric cooperatives 

of Illinois of the product or service 

advertised. Advertisers are screened 

by the publisher and every effort 

is made to protect the subscriber, 

but ICL is not responsible for the 

performance of the product or 

service advertised. 

EDITORS: Articles appearing in 

Illinois Country Living may be 

reprinted upon consent of the 

editor. For permission phone (217) 

529-5561 or write to John Lowrey, 

editor, Illinois Country Living, PO. 

Box 3787, Springfield, IL 62708. 

Touchstone Energy" 

Rebecca Douglas, extension educator, Family Life, for the Springfield Extension 

Center, warns parents about TV violence. 

16 YOUR YARD AND GARDEN 
Pick your citrus, like your friends, wisely. 

18 TODAY S TECHNOLOGY AND YOU 
Find out how to keep temperatures level in your home. 

22 ILLINOIS’ FINEST COOKING 
Surprise your sweetie this Valentine’s Day with a candle-lit dinner consisting of 

Shrimp Fettuccini from the recipe collection of the Grace Lutheran Church in 

Springfield. Top off your cozy evening with Heavenly Mandarin Hash from the 

recipe collection of East White Oak Bible Church in Carlock. 

25 ILLINOIS MARKETPLACE 
28 ILLINOIS DATEB00K 

Continue your millennium celebration with Festival 2000 in Urbana, or take 

your kids to the Spring Boat and Sportsman’s Expo 2000 in Carbondale. 
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Illinois 

roMYiirmitY 
Save for a rainy day What do Illinois, Arkansas, Montana and 

Oregon have in common? They are the only 
four states in the nation that have not had the good 
fiscal, common sense to set up a Rainy Day Fund 
while the economy is strong. 

The time to do this is now, while Illinois is en¬ 
joying sustained economic growth with low inflation, 
low unemployment and healthy revenue projections 

for state government. 
The supportive 

Taxpayers Federation of 
Illinois calls the measure 
“fiscal weather-proofing.” 
Governor George Ryan 
says the concept represents 
prudent fiscal management, 
while House Speaker 
Michael Madigan says “this 
initiative promotes fiscal dis¬ 
cipline and will ultimately 
save tax dollars.” 

Each of those views is correct, and I believe 
Illinois is ready to join the other 46 states that have 
set up dedicated reserve funds for a simple reason — 
a Rainy Day Fund represents the kind of responsible 
fiscal management that you and I do with our own 
family finances every day. 

The Hynes proposal (House Bill 417) would set 
aside an immediate $100 million into a dedicated 
reserve account with a cap of approximately $800 
million. The fund would be used as an emergency 
cash-flow mechanism if the state’s cash balance 
dipped too low to make daily payments. 

A Rainy Day Fund could help improve the state’s 

Daniel W Hynes was elected Illinois State Comptroller 
on Nov. 3, 1998, at the youngest age of any con¬ 
stitutional officer since William Stratton was elected 
Treasurer in 1942. As the state’s chief fiscal control 
officer, Hynes, 31, believes the Comptroller should be a 
watchdog for taxpayers by keeping them informed about 
how tax dollars are spent. He encourages readers to check 
out the Comptroller’s web site at www.ioc.state.il.us to 
learn more about his office and the state’s fiscal facts. 
The opinions and views of guest commentators are their own and may 

not represent those of the Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives 

or the electric co-ops of Illinois. 

bond rating (Illinois’ lack of a Rainy Day Fund has 
consistently been cited by bond rating agencies as 
a factor in determining bond ratings) and provide 
effective state cash management during the highs 
and lows associated with the state’s cash balance. 

Why does this issue matter? One has only to look 
back to the early nineties, when Illinois state govern¬ 
ment had to engage in short-term borrowing to meet 
its obligations. The interest on that borrowing cost 
taxpayers $88 million. In addition, the state had to 
delay and cut payments to critical programs. 

Consider history. Over the last 22 years, the 
state has had a budget surplus only four times. Each 
time, within two years, the state’s fiscal condition 
deteriorated due to a combination of slow economic 
growth, spending increases and tax breaks. And each 
time, the state got back on track by either borrowing 
or raising taxes and fees. 

During last Spring’s session of the Illinois 
General Assembly, House Bill 417 sailed through the 
Illinois House with more than 100 votes and strong 
bipartisan support. Although the State Senate failed 
to call the bill for a vote, Governor Ryan announced 
that passing some form of Rainy Day Fund legislation 
would be among his top priorities in 2000. 

During my first year in office, I discovered wide¬ 
spread support for a Rainy Day Fund. Newspapers 
throughout the state, including Champaign, 
Springfield, Peoria, Rock Island, Moline, Rockford, 
the collar counties and Chicago, have come out 
strongly for this initiative. Important groups, in¬ 
cluding the Taxpayers’ Federation of Illinois, the 
Illinois Education Association, the Illinois Federation 
of Teachers and the Illinois Primary Health Care 
Providers, have endorsed this measure. 

This issue boils down to common sense. If the state 
saves and invests now, when the economy is strong, 
we can help avoid emergency borrowing, debt and 
interest fees if the economy falters. This is also a ques¬ 
tion of discipline and whether lawmakers will make the 
choice of saving and investing instead of spending. 

But there should be no question about this 
measure’s importance or my commitment to passage. 
I intend to wage an aggressive campaign for passage 
of a Rainy Day Fund in 2000, and I welcome your 
support in this effort. 

Daniel W Hynes 

4 ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING ■ FEBRUARY 2000 



Instantly, 1500mg of Glucosamine HCI is absorbed into your system! 

Don’t Let Joint Pain 

Single-serve, 1500m 
Glucosamine 
Ghondroitin 

Chewable 
Lozengers... 
deliver rapid relief almost instantly! 

DESTROYED* 
TISSUE AND 
CARTILAGE 

IS REPLACED 
WITH SCAR TISSUE I 

“Despite recent blood tests and X-rays to view the arthritis in my left foot, toes, ankle and knee, I no 
longer suffer from swelling and am no longer stiff after prolonged sitting. Nor do I feel disabled or limp 
anymore. These Glucosamine Lozengers made a dramatic improvement in my arthritis pain. You may 
use this testimonial in your ads. I hope your Lozengers can help everyone who suffers.” Letter on file 

If you’re over 50, there’s a good 
chance that you will experience joint 
pain, stiffness, aching, inflammation 
or discomfort at some point in the 
near future. Maybe you already suf¬ 
fer from these or similar symptoms. 

What will you do when the pain 
starts? W\W you take over-the-counter 
pain killers such as aspirin and 
ibuprofens? These NSAID’s are avail¬ 
able everywhere; in drug stores, su¬ 
permarkets, gas stations, even vend¬ 
ing machines. They initially reduce 
your pain, but the side effects may 
actually cause you serious health 
problems such as: cartilage destruc¬ 
tion, gastrointestinal bleeding, kidney 
failure, even liver damage is possible. 
And using Cortisone for pain, is even 
more dangerous. 

NSAIDs lessen the pain for the 
short term. They trick you into think¬ 
ing that you’re okay... until the next 
time when pain attacks your fingers, 
elbows, neck, hip, knee, toes or other 
joint areas of your body. Continuing 
on this path will further damage your 
cartilage and joint tissue. Pain... No 
pain... Pain again. This vicious cycle 
eventually causes severe joint dam¬ 
age as well as constant pain, swell¬ 
ing, stiffness and loss of cartilage. 

Don’t Let Joint Pain 
Rob Your Independence 

No matter what your age, you do 
not have to accept joint pain as some¬ 
thing that is inevitable.There are 
100% natural, safe solutions that can 
help rejuvenate and repair your 
joints... and they work without the 
harmful side effects associated with 
using aspirin and ibuprofens. 

Pills, tablets, capsules and softgels 
all have to disolve before they can be 
absorbed into your system. Our new 

Chewable Lozengers are almost in¬ 
stantly absorbed into your system. 
Immediately the proprietary blend of 
1500 mg. Glucosamine HCI and Hy¬ 
drolyzed Ghondroitin Sulfate plus 
MSM and Vitamin C are dissolved into 
your saliva and are absorbed into your 
system where they start to work. 

No Hard To Swallow Pills... 
or drinks to mix. Just place a great 
tasting wildberry flavored Chewable 
Lozenger in your mouth where it’s 
either dissolved into your saliva or 
chewed into small pieces and swal¬ 
lowed - it helps support your bones 
and connective tissue. These Chew¬ 
able Lozengers are made from a mix 
of 1500mg of Glucosamine HCI, MSM 
and Vitamin C. Once this Lozenger 
is in your system, it immediately starts 
to help support your bones and con¬ 
nective tissue while helping repair 
damaged cartilage and rejuvenate the 
surrounding joint tissue and fluids. 

What could be easier than this? 
Just put a great tasting, wildberry fla¬ 
vored Chewable Lozenger in your 
mouth anytime, anywhere and you’re 
helping yourself gain relief. 

Relief Is Almost Instant! 
This great tasting Chewable 

Lozenger is absorbed into your sys¬ 
tem almost immediately because it 
doesn’t have to dissolve before it can 
be digested. It quickly works its way 
into your system. 

There are many reasons why you 
should try this Chewable Lozenger, 
but the best reason is that “It Works” 
You will feel improvement... your 
aches and pains will lessen and you 
will start to feel better. If you don’t, 
simply return the unused Lozengers 
for a full refund of your purchase price 
(less P&H). No one can force you to 
try this product, but if you are suffer¬ 
ing from joint pain and your lifestyle 
is suffering because you’re uncom¬ 
fortable... why wouldn’t you want to 
receive relief from the pain? 

We know you are going to love 
these Lozengers, because not only 
will it help relieve the pain, it also helps 
prevent the problem. Daily dosage: 
two Lozengers. To order fill out and 
mail the coupon below with your 
check or money order. To charge or¬ 
der call 1-800-770-1155. All orders 
sent First Class Mail. ©1999. WGSI 

This stalcmcnt has not been evaluated by the FDA. The product is not intended to diagnose, treat, cure or prevent any disease. 

WNC WILLOWS NUTRITION CENTER, Dept. GCL-248 
136 John Street, Southport CT 06490-1497 

Please RUSH me the Glucosamine 
Ghondroitin Chewable Lozengers: 
□ 60 Chewable Lozengers only $19.95 

plus $4.00 post & handl (total $23.95) 
□ 120 Lozengers $34.95 plus $5.00 

postage & handling (total $39.95) 
□ 240 Lozengers $63.95 plus $6.00 

postage & handling (total $69.95) 
□ SAVE $43.70! 360 Lozengers $100.00 

Includes postage & handling charge 
□ EXPRESS MAIL $20.00 EXTRA 

Charge : □ VISA □ MasterCard □ Discover 

Acct .Exp I  

Name 

Address. 

City  

State Zip. 

Telephone. Enclosed is check/MO for $    
1 CHARGE ORDERS CALL 1-800-770-1155 TOLL FREE 1 
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Co-ops sponsor 
technology conference 

The first national technology conference for Touchstone Energy electric co¬ 

ops and their customers will be held Feb. 23-25, 2000 in Tucson, Ariz. The 

0 conference, titled “New and Emerging Technologies: 

Helping America’s Business Customers,” will high- 

1» JgC light cutting-edge technologies in manufacturing, 
f ^ y energy management, food and agriculture and dis- 

tributed generation and help business 

Touchstone Energy @ customers °f rural co-ops use or market 
' these technologies. 

Four-hour pre-conference workshops will be offered on “Helping Rural 

Businesses Export Products,” “Opportunities for Rural Businesses with 

e-commerce,” “Telemedicine and Rural America: Opportunities for Co-ops,” and 

“Accessing World-class Manufacturing Support for Small Businesses.” 

Manufacturing technologies exhibits will include “virtual factories,” Internet- 

enabled capabilities, coating, design optimization and computer-aided design and 

manufacturing. The new food and agriculture technologies to be displayed include 

ultraviolet light to purify liquids, electron induction heating of liquids, and the 

flash-bake oven that cooks with quartz halogen lights. Technologies for distributed 

generation will include fuel cells, microturbines and the latest generation of 

advanced diesel gen-sets. Also on display will be smart meters and ‘smart’ breaker 

boxes, which can measure the amount of electricity a business or household uses 

down to the appliance level. 

Electricity from biomass 
for rural America 

Some researchers are predicting that in several years, biomass, or renewable 

organic matter such as forest residues and agricultural crops and wastes, will 

power fuel cells that generate electricity in rural areas. 

A fuel cell is a device that converts the chemical energy of fuel directly into 

electricity. Fuel cells produce electricity from a variety of fuels by an electro¬ 

chemical process akin to that found in batteries. A fuel cell differs from a battery 

in that it produces electricity as long as fuel and air are supplied. In this sense, 

a fuel cell is like a conventional engine. However, in a fuel cell the fuel and air do 

not come into contact with each other so there is no combustion. While the fuel 

cell can produce steam, the emissions produced are nearly nonexistent. 

Fuel cells can produce power and heat for dispersed generation using 

indigenous biomass and/or waste-derived fuels. These power plants can provide 

energy on-site while reducing energy costs. 

Robert Brown of Iowa State University suggests that biomass with little value 

such as corn stover, alfalfa stems, obsolete seed corn and oat hulls could be 

used in generating electricity via a fuel cell. 

The power for future energy-intensive ethanol plants may be provided by a 

fuel cell. Feasibility studies indicate that carbonate fuel cells can provide all the 

electricity and much of the thermal energy required by an ethanol production 

facility using diluted ethanol of 15 to 30 percent. 
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Hybrid electric- 
gas Honda 

gets 70 mpg 
Honda recently introduced a 

hybrid electric-gasoline car for under 

$20,000 that gets up to 70 miles per 

gallon of gas. The first of its kind in 

the United States, the Insight is 

unlike vehicles powered exclusively 

by electricity because its batteries 

don’t need recharging. A new design, 

the two-seater coupe employs new 

technology, according to American 

Honda Motor Co. 

The Insight’s electric motor draws 

power from the batteries to boost 

engine performance to the level of a 

1.5-liter gasoline engine and also 

acts as a generator during braking 

to recharge the batteries. Honda has 

combined this engine, which it calls 

the Integrated Motor Assist (IMA™) 

hybrid system, with a rigid and light¬ 

weight aluminum body and advanced 

ultra-low emissions technology. 

Honda says their new technology 

makes the car the cleanest and most 

fuel efficient, gasoline-powered 

vehicle ever offered to American 

consumers. 



Electric bicycles 
make their mark 

The electric bicycle is now being 
mass-produced. EV Global Motors, 
founded by former Chrysler CEO Lee 
lacocca, hopes to sell 1,000 light elec¬ 
tric vehicles (LEV’s) a week. Their first 
line of LEV’s, the E-Bike, has a top speed 
of 15 miles per hour (MPH), weighs 
only 67 pounds and has a range of up 
to 20 miles. Its costs less than $1,000, 
and an average electrical charge for a 
15-mile trip costs less than five cents. 

Schwinn has introduced the Sierra 
Electro Drive, with a top speed of 
18 MPH, it weighs less than 50 pounds 
and has a range of up to 30 miles. 

With the rapid advancement of 
alternative transportation technologies, 
the electric bicycle will become quicker, 
more efficient and less costly in the near 
future. They’re great for short com¬ 
mutes and, even with the electric motor, 
you still get the added benefit of 
exercise. 

Clean 
water in 

rural 
Illinois 
More than $34 million has been ear¬ 

marked for clean water and wastewater 
systems in rural areas. Rural Develop¬ 
ment Loans and Grants for water and 
wastewater systems to rural areas or 
municipalities can be used for the 
construction of new systems, or for 
improvements and extensions to 
existing projects. 

This year 27 water and six sewer 
projects were funded in rural Illinois. 
Fifteen of these water systems were 
designated as Water 2000 Initiative 
projects meaning they provided new 
water service in areas where residents 
were experiencing quality or quantity 
problems (often hauling water). These 
projects provided central water service 
for the first time to 2,579 households, 

farms and businesses, or the equivalent 
of 7,221 individuals. The new sewer 
systems provided central sewer service 
to 759 households and businesses that 
previously had inadequate individual 
systems. 

A cure for the winter blues 
Experts estimate that 10 percent of North Americans suffer from Seasonal 

Affective Disorder, or SAD, which has been associated with everything from 
irritability and weight gain, to fatigue and insomnia, to anxiety and depression. 

While not everyone experiences severe symptoms during the winter, each of 
us is impacted by the decrease in daylight to some extent. Interestingly, studies 
show that the time between sunrise and sundown is the key factor in SAD rather 
than the lack of sunny days or colder temperatures. Declining sunlight triggers 
the brain to release too much melatonin, the chemical that regulates our “body 
clocks” and controls our hormonal and immune systems, moods, sleep patterns, 
appetites and sex drive. We feel, quite simply, crummy. 

The most common treatment for this winter ailment does not require a 
prescription — simply exposure to more light. However, getting the necessary 
amount of sunlight may be a challenge as Jack Frost holds you hostage indoors. A 
natural lighting alternative developed by Solatube International Inc. can help 
you get natural light without venturing out in the cold. 

Tubular skylights cost just a fraction of the price of box skylights because no 
structural reframing, dry walling or painting is necessary. For more information 
on Solatube tubular skylights, call (800) 966-7652 or visit the Solatube website 
at www.solatube.com. 

Farmers consider niche markets 
Young folks hoping to farm might do better with veggies, flowers and pie 

than they will with corn, beans and wheat, says Livy M. Coe, an agribusiness 

researcher from Southern Illinois University-Carbondale. “There are limited op¬ 

portunities for younger people in traditional agriculture because the capital costs 

are so high,” Coe says. 

For example, pepper and tomato growers in Kentucky showed gross returns 

of $4,000 to $10,000 per acre. Specialty crops don’t require a lot of land. Illinois, 

particularly the southern part of the state, has an ideal climate and soil for growing 

vegetables. Yet 95 percent of vegetables come from out of state. 

“We’re approaching Depression-era farm prices. We have to find some way 

to help the smaller farmers make money,” said Coe. 

To find out more, contact Coe care of the Agribusiness Department, Southern 

Illinois University Carbondale, Carbondale, IL 62901-4410, or call (618)453-1711 

or e-mail him at coel@siu.edu. 

Start-up child care and restaurant help 
Two new publications are available from the Illinois Department of Commerce 

and Community Affairs (DCCA) to help entrepreneurs start and grow their small 
businesses. The Restaurant Start-Up Profile and The Child Care Start-Up Profile 
are now available through the DCCA’s First Stop Business Information Center. 

The Restaurant Start-Up Profile will assist potential restaurateurs and com¬ 
munity leaders in evaluating whether or not a new restaurant will succeed in 
their hometown, and help current restaurant owners decide whether or not to 
expand. Additionally, the guide will contain information on successful restaurants 
in Illinois to show potential restaurant owners some characteristics of a well-run 
restaurant. 

The Child Care Start-Up Profile was created in response to a 1997 DCCA 
study that found that 1,000 new day care centers will be needed just to meet the 
projected day care demand over the next few years. Available, affordable and 
high quality day care is a top priority for DCCA. These facilities are integral to 
successfully continuing welfare-to-work programs. 

First Stop was launched in August of 1995 as a starting point for potential 
Illinois entrepreneurs. Call (800) 252-2923 for more information. 
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CALL FOR YOUR 16 PAGE 
COLOR BROCHURE 

1-800-222-6335 

rSAVE THOUSANDS 
ON SELECT SIZES 
25x34 • 30x46 
40x56 • 50x116 
Additional sizes available. 

RUST, CORROSION 

& OXIDATION 

COSTLY REPAIRS 

HARSH WEATHER 

DAMAGE TO YOUR 

EQUIPMENT 

WASTING 
USABLE SPACE 

STOP DREAMING - 
OWN ONE TODAY! 

II Buildings 
www.us-buildings.com 

ACT NOW! IT’S FREE! 
NO OBLIGATION ESTIMATE INCLUDED! 

25 Year 
Warrantee! 

Build- 
it-yourself 

Maintenance 
Free 

100% 
Usable 
Space 

AMERICA’S 

SELLING 
BUILDING! 

iiiiiii«imiiiimiiiiiimmi 

insulated roof system 
• No more leaks 
• Lower utility bills 
• One Foot Overhang 
• Polystyrene Insulati 

Call for free Information 1-80 

The Time To Buy Is Now! 

’99 Prices Still In Effect! 
CLEARANCE 
PRICES 
SAVE BIG!! 

The Mariner 
15' x 24' Pool 

19' x 31' Outer Diameter 

NOW ONLY 

’888 
HOMEOWNERS ONLY-CALL NOW! 

CALL TOLL FREE-FREE HOME SURVEY 

Includes 
Sundeck, Fence 

& Filter 

100% 
FINANCING & 
INSTALLATION 

ARRANGED 

limited area 

1(800)852-7946 
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America's Most Beloved Series 
NOW YOURS TO OWN ON HOME VIDEO 

THE COLLECTOR'S EDITION 

Touched By An Angel is a trademark of CBS Broadcasting Inc. Used under license. © 2000 CBS Worldwide Inc. All Rights Reserved. 

'^^‘ToucfiecC fty An 

ANGEL 
At last, the stories that have touched us...moved us...and 

inspired us are yours to own in a one-of-a-kind video 

treasury, Touched By An Ansel: The Collector's Edition. 

Reply now and you can own and enjoy—without 

commercial interruption—the heartfelt tales that remind us 

of the importance of faith, and the power of love. 

NO MINIMUM TO BUY- 
CANCEL ANYTIME 

Your first video is just $4.95 plus shipping and handling, 

and features two unforgettable episodes—uncut and 

unedited. Keep it and you'll receive another extraordinary 

double episode cassette, also risk-free. Each comes in 

exclusive Collector's Edition packaging, with behind-the- 

scenes notes about the creation of 

each enlightening episode. 

Give yourself the gift of 

angels, to enjoy for years to 

come on Collector's Edition 

videocassette. Send for 

your risk-free preview 

today. 

RISK-FREE REPLY COUPON 

□ Yes, I want to be inspired by Touched By An Angel: The Collector’s Edition. Send my first video to preview Risk-Free for just $4.95 plus $3.99 
shipping and handling. If I do not choose to keep my introductory video, I will return it within 10 days for a full refund and be under no further 
obligation. Otherwise, I'll receive another video in the series about every 4 to 6 weeks to examine risk-free for 10 days. I'll keep only the future 
videos I want for just $19.95 each plus shipping and handling and I am free to cancel anytime I like. 1KD/1 KB/1 KC 

□ Mr. □ Mrs. □ Ms  
Name (Please Print) 

Address  

City State Zip  

Phone Number( ) Age  
38 

MAIL TO: re-tv Video Library, Dept. M7K 
P.0. Box 1112, Terre Haute, IN 47811 

Note: All applications are subject to review. Columbia House reserves the right to request 
additional information, to reject any application, or to cancel any membership. Canadian 
residents will be serviced from Toronto; offer may vary. Applicable sales tax added to 
all orders. 

Visit: www.columbiahouse.com/vl 

re-ty. © 2000 The Columbia House Company. The re-tv name and logo are trademarks of The Columbia House Company. Dept. M7K 



These are rapidly changing times 

for electric cooperatives. The 

question is, what will Illinois’ 

survive and prosper in a 

deregulated market? 

Coop leaders contemplate new directions 
Story by John Bronx 

oday’s electric co-op is not 
I your grandparents’ or even 

^lyour parents’ cooperative. As 
the needs of members have grown, 
so have the services offered by co¬ 
ops. When rural electrification be¬ 
gan, cooperatives dealt solely with 
supplying electricity. Today, co-ops 
provide a variety of services includ¬ 
ing propane gas, Internet services, 
satellite TV systems, cellular 
phones and more. 

It is these challenges, provid¬ 
ing new and in-demand services to 
their members and keeping rates 
competitive, which co-ops will face 
in the coming century. “We are 
dealing with a changing member¬ 
ship,” said Mick Cummins, general 
manager of SouthEastern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative, Eldorado. 
The staunch supporters of the co¬ 
operative, those folks who remem¬ 
ber when the lights came on, are 
disappearing. They are being re¬ 
placed by younger members, some 
of whom view the cooperative as 
just another power company and 
are asking, “What have you done 
for me lately?” 

Keeping rates competitive is 
the biggest challenge of the new 
millennium for cooperatives. Com¬ 
ing on the heels of the enactment 
of the Electric Service Customer 
Choice and Rate Relief Law Of 
1997 (commonly referred to as the 
“deregulation” bill), co-ops are in¬ 
vestigating all possibilities. 

The theory behind the Illinois 
deregulation law, according to Earl 
Struck, president/CEO of the As¬ 
sociation of Illinois Electric Coop¬ 
eratives, is that “electricity should 
be a commodity which can be pur¬ 
chased from the supplier of choice 
— that consumers should have the 
right to choose their supplier. The 
mistaken impression is that some 
think they can switch all services 
to that new supplier. Under Illinois 
and the proposed national law, the 
only choice is what supplier will 
provide the energy. The current 
electric provider will continue to 
deliver the electricity to the con¬ 
sumer.” 

The movement was driven in 
large part by industrial and com¬ 
mercial interests, according to 

Struck. He said that when a busi¬ 
ness considers a location, they look 
at all the costs involved — prevail¬ 
ing labor rates, worker’s compensa¬ 
tion insurance, transportation 
systems, taxes, energy, etc. 

“Advocates of deregulation 
present it as a win-win situation — 
consumers have a choice and as a 
result of competition, lower rates,” 
Struck said. “There is no question 
that some consumers will be win¬ 
ners. Some studies, however, show 
that residential and farm consum¬ 
ers will not necessarily benefit. 
There may not be a significant 
number of suppliers who will pro¬ 
vide for the needs of people out¬ 
side of the metropolitan areas. 

“There has been significant ac¬ 
tivity across the country, and now 
nearly half of the states have some 
plan, study, or timetable for de¬ 
regulation. Congress is also consid¬ 
ering deregulation legislation. In 
Illinois, legislators did as outstand¬ 
ing a job of making a complete and 
thorough study of this issue as any 
I’ve ever seen,” said Struck. 

And deregulation has forged a 
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very strong alliance between coop¬ 
eratives and the other not-for-profit 
electric suppliers in the state. 

“While co-ops and municipal 
systems are different creatures, 
they were natural partners on this 
issue,” said Struck. “We had one 
position in common and did not 
have to compromise it. Our joint 
position was that consumers of not- 
for-profit electric providers own 
their systems and should have the 
exclusive right to govern them. No 
one understands the local con¬ 
sumer issues better. All members 
have one vote, a characteristic that 
most democratic systems possess. 
In such consumer-owned systems 
how and when to enter the deregu¬ 
lated marketplace should be a local 
decision that benefits consumers of 
those cooperatives or municipal 
systems. The law provides consum¬ 
ers of member-owned co-ops and 
municipally-owned utilities with 
that control and responsibility.” 

Consumer-owned utilities will 
have one of three decisions under 
the deregulation law. The first op¬ 
tion is to wait and see what hap¬ 
pens before deciding whether entry 
into the competitive marketplace is 
in the best interest of the local con¬ 
sumers. The second option is to 
enter the deregulated marketplace. 
In the interest of maintaining or 
bringing in new jobs, a third op¬ 
tion is to release one or more mem¬ 
bers for a 
specified period 
of time and al¬ 
low them to pur¬ 
chase their own 
power supply. 

“Once a co¬ 
op decides to 
participate in de¬ 
regulation, it is 
irrevocable. The 
board of direc¬ 
tors must decide 
what is in the 
best interest of 
the general 
membership. It 
will be the most 
important deci¬ 
sion they will 
make,” Struck 
said. 

But what would the future for 
co-ops be like under deregulation? 

“Cooperatives must continu¬ 
ally monitor the impacts and ef¬ 
fects of deregulation, because this 
was not an evolutionary change, it 
was a revolutionary change — an 
upheaval of what we have done in 
our 60 years of existence,” Struck 
said. He said after the monitoring 
and analysis is done, revisions 
should be considered to reach the 
goal of delivering an adequate, reli¬ 
able electric source in the competi¬ 
tive marketplace to all consumers. 

“It will force us to be even 
more efficient, to do the things we 
do well, outsourcing systems or 
portions of systems while making 
others more efficient,” says Lynn 
Frasco, manager of Menard Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative, Petersburg. “We 
will see more organizations in¬ 
volved in getting things done, be¬ 
coming more profit motivated.” 

Some cooperatives haven’t 
waited for deregulation and have 
already made drastic changes and 
additions to their businesses. But 
deregulation will certainly increase 
the forces of evolution on co-ops. 
Cooperative leaders differ on just 
what these changes will be, but all 
agreed the pace of change would 
increase no matter what path co¬ 
ops take. 

For example, within the next 
two to five years cooperatives in Il¬ 

linois plan to 
produce and de¬ 
liver energy in 
radically new 
ways. Fuel cells 
and distributed 
generation are at 
the forefront of 
breakthroughs 
in the industry, 
and officials 
continue to look 
into “green” 
power (i.e. 
wind, solar and 
hydropower). 

A fuel cell is 
a like a mini 
generating sta¬ 
tion for the 
home or small 
business, which 

uses a chemical reaction to gener¬ 
ate enough electricity for the aver¬ 
age home. The size of the unit, by 
the time the technology is ready for 
implementation, could be the size 
of the average hot water heater. 

And a fuel cell could send that 
hot water heater “out to pasture.” 
Two of the by-products from fuel 
cells are heat and water, which can 
be harnessed to provide hot water 
for the home. 

Jeff Almen, vice-president of 
marketing and member services for 
Energy Co-Opportunities (ECO) 
says costs at the present time are, 
as with any new technology, a little 
high, but that the price of fuel cells 
will drop to $5,000 or below 
within a few years. 

“One view is that consumers 
will want that option, and co-ops 
need to be leaders in the industry,” 
Almen said. “It is estimated that 
half of the electrical poles and 
lines are 40-50 years old. When do 
we pass that point of comfort and 
need to start looking at replace¬ 
ment? Given the cost of replace¬ 
ment, fuel cells may provide co-ops 
with a cost-effective way to replace 
these poles and lines.” 

And if co-ops decide to offer 
fuel cells to customers, co-ops 
should be able to diversify into the 
service and maintenance of fuel 
cells. 

Another option, in addition to 
fuel cells, is that of distrib¬ 

uted generation. Distributed gen¬ 
eration provides for mini 
generation stations scattered 
around a service area, as opposed 
to one large generating station for 
all. Industrial or commercial opera¬ 
tions could even have their own 
generator, as some do now. Some 
even foresee the central power sta¬ 
tion going the way of the dinosaur. 
At some point in the next 50 years, 
said Jeff Reeves, president/CEO of 
Corn Belt Energy, Bloomington, 
“New technologies will make the 
central power station obsolete.” 

Keeping the cost of bringing 
power to rural areas inline with 
other utilities serving more profit¬ 
able areas is one of the major chal¬ 
lenges which co-ops have always 

“In Illinois, legislators did as outstand¬ 
ing a job of making a complete and 
thorough study of this issue as any 
I’ve ever seen. ’’ 

Earl Struck 
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Whether it’s through shared 
services, mergers or new 
businesses, the bottom 

line is still to 
provide energy 

at an 
affordable 

rate 

faced. 
New con¬ 
cerns about 
the increased 
cost of on-peak 
power create new 
challenges. Joe 
Firlit, president/ 
CEO of Soyland 
Power Cooperative, 
Decatur, said, “The chal¬ 
lenge is for cooperatives 
to cap on-peak prices at a 
reasonable level. Such action 
requires long-term fixed price 
contracts with market-based 
providers or investment in peak¬ 
ing generation facilities and capac¬ 
ity pooling with others to 
minimize outage risks. The 
cooperative’s challenge is that of 
successfully communicating with 
the consumers the necessity of 
making the decision and long-term 
commitment for investment to cap 
these on-peak prices and to sup¬ 
port their decision as a cooperative 
member.” 

But power distribution may not 
be the only business the co-ops 

will be in. As the light of new tech¬ 
nologies comes over the horizon, 
many co-ops will be there to meet 
the needs of their members, what¬ 
ever those needs are. 

“Any co-op that doesn’t offer a 
variety of services may not exist in 
the future,” says Jim Coleman, 
president/CEO of Shelby Electric 
Cooperative, Shelbyville, a co-op 
heavily involved in diversified 
products and services. 

This idea is already being put 
into practice by several coopera¬ 
tives in Illinois. Through new and 
joint ventures, cooperatives are 
providing new services like pro¬ 
pane, Internet, telecommunica¬ 
tions, satellite TV, rural water 
service, cellular and radio commu¬ 
nications, and many other services 
to rural areas. And technological 
advancements in these areas will 
continue to bring new products 
and services co-ops will provide to 
their members and other consum¬ 
ers. 

With deregulation, and co-ops 
diversifying into other services to 

help 
keep elec¬ 

tric costs 
down for the 

consumer, 
there are dis¬ 

agreements as to 
what tomorrow’s 

co-op will be like, or 
even if co-ops will 

continue to exist or 
1 evolve into entirely differ¬ 

ent entities. Because of the 
diversification, most agree 

that the largest co-ops will be 
around in some form or an¬ 

other, but what about the smaller 
ones? 

Alan Wattles, manager at Clay 
Electric Co-operative, Flora, thinks 
that for smaller cooperatives one of 
two options may have to happen — 
mergers and alliances. 

“I think mergers will come 
into play, but not in the near fu¬ 
ture,” Wattles said. “There are op¬ 
portunities to increase in size, and 
as the lOUs (investor owned utili¬ 
ties) begin pulling out of the 
smaller towns and low profit rural 
areas, we (the co-ops) will begin 
serving them.” This growth could 
help smaller co-ops remain com¬ 
petitive. 

The other option, besides 
merger, is to form alliances with 
other co-ops. If one co-op cannot 
provide a service to its members, 
it could form an alliance with an¬ 
other cooperative, and members 
from both co-ops would benefit. 
As a result of these added ser¬ 
vices, Wattles, along with several 
other co-op managers, could see 
the electric business becoming a 
minor portion of the business 
they conduct. 

And although Wattles sees 
cooperation and shared services 
being a major part of the survival 
of the smaller cooperatives, 
Coleman said he could foresee 
co-ops both working together and 
at the same time battling head to 
head. 

Coleman explained that in a 
deregulated environment, the al¬ 
ternative products and services 
could pit co-ops against each 
other. He explained that as co¬ 

ops seek to reduce rates with rev¬ 
enues from other enterprises, coop¬ 
eratives could compete for 
customers with other co-ops. 

Whether it’s through shared 
services, mergers or new busi¬ 
nesses, the bottom line is still to 
provide energy at an affordable 
rate. But what will deregulation re¬ 
ally do to the price of electricity? 
No one is sure and even coopera¬ 
tive managers disagree. 

Tom Hentz, president/CEO of 
EnerStar Power, Paris, Coleman 
and Reeves, all agree that in the 
short-term, prices may be reduced, 
but long-term they see different 
possibilities. Hentz said he believes 
that rates will go down due to the 
competitiveness of the marketplace. 
Coleman said he believes electric 
utility deregulation will be similar 
to that of other industries. Initially 
prices will go down, but that after 
deregulation mergers and buyouts 
will lead to higher prices, or aban¬ 
donment of isolated less profitable 
areas. Reeves, however, was unsure 
as to where the issue will lead the 
industry after 10 years. 

Whatever the future brings, 
rest assured that your local electric 
co-op will be there to ensure your 
energy needs through the next cen¬ 
tury, in whatever form. 
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Rediscovered... 
An 80-Year-Old Master 
Herbalist Remedy That 
Fights Pains and Colds 

v' Are you a prisoner to pain? 
^ Do you get a nasty cough when you get a cold? 
✓ Do arthritis, backaches, or sore muscles effect you? 

If the answer is “Yes” then this rediscovered 80-year-old master herbalist ointment is what 
you need. It’s called Eucamint... You’ll honestly call it a blessing in a jar. It’s just that good! 

Eucamint®...temporaiy relief for arthritis, 
simple backache, strains, or bruises! 

No one has to tell you how arthritis can make the 
slightest movement a painful nightmare...You know! 
But now there’s Eucamint Ointment that instantly 
begins to temporarily relieve minor aches, pains, 
and stiffness associated with arthritis. Just stroke it on 
and instantly this 80 year-old-time-proven blend of oils 
of Camphor, Eucalyptus, Peppermint, Citronella, plus 
Menthol Crystals begins to bring remarkable 
relief. Best of all, there’s none of that awful horse 
liniment smell because Eucamint has a wonderful 
Eucalyptus Peppermint fragrance so you can use it 
any time, any place. 

Eucamint Ointment...Oh Yes it’s that good for aches, 
pains, colds, and life’s hard knocks. But don’t take our 
word on it. Look at the rave reviews from just some of our 
actual satisfied users: 

“I have been laid up with pains in my neck, shoulders and 
back all winter. I had tried almost everything I could think 
of but remained the same, I was so surprised the way 
Eucamint and a hot water bottle have set me free of the 
pain. Thanks!” R.W., Alpena, MI 

“Thank you for providing 
such a fine product, 
Eucamint. For cold 
symptoms and muscular 
aches and pains, it can’t 
be beat!!” G.M.M. 

Eucamint®.. .The Natural Emergency Kit In a Jar! 1 
Ever have tight muscles, a bruise, or sprain? Eucamint 

works wonders. Just apply and we guarantee you’ll feel 
this amazing ointment begin to work naturally to take 
away the hurt. 

Eucamint® the Best Help For a Cold 
Since Mom’s Chicken Soup! 

With the common cold often comes (free of charge) 
bronchial and sinus irritations, coughs, a stuffed up 
nose and congestion. It can be downright miserable. But 
with Eucamint Ointment you can get guaranteed 
relief. Just rub Eucamint Ointment on your throat 
and chest and the wonderful herbal vapors bring sooth¬ 
ing relief, with every breath you take. (For even more 
relief put a small amount of Eucamint in a bowl of 
water, heat or microwave, then breathe in with a towel 
over your head and bowl. It looks funny but it’s 
instant relief!) 

Eucamint® Works...We Guarantee It! 
Eucamint... Direct From Nature’s Natural Medicine 

Chest. It Works...It’s Guaranteed and you won’t lose a 
cent. If you are not totally satisfied return it for a full 
refund. Order Now! 

100% Money Back Guarantee 
((You Have Nothing To Lose.. .Order Now!)) 

“I especially like the Eucamint Oint- 
I ment. I use it several ways, for dry 

lips. It helps me to breath better 
plvhen my nose is dry and stuffed up. 
I It’s much better than the national 
■brand.” M.G., Pana, IL 

Indiana Botanic Gardens®, Inc. 
RO. Box 5, Dept. IROBG 

Hammond, IN 46325-0005 

Yes! Please RUSH me ajar of Eucamint^ 
D 2 oz. jar only $9.95 □ Best Deal...Save $5.00! 

Plus $2 Postage 4 oz jar for only $14.90 
and Handling. 



AROUND YOUR HOME 
Does TV 

violence hurt 
my kids? 

Rebecca Douglas 

The kids are safe in the family room 
watching TV Well, maybe not. 

This Saturday morning, while your 
children are watching TV in the safety 
of your home, they are witnessing more 
than 20 violent acts per hour. The 
average young person will view an 
estimated 200,000 acts of violence on 
TV by the time they are 18 years old. 

The verdict is in. TV violence is 
not good for children. For many years, 
TV producers could claim the research 
wasn’t clear. But since 1955 there have 
been over 1,000 studies, reports and 
commentaries published concerning 
the effects of TV on children. There 
is strong consensus; TV violence does 
make children act more aggressively. 

These quotes provide important 
conclusions: “Violence on TV does 
lead to aggressive behavior by children 
and teenagers.” (National Institute of 
Mental Health, 1982.) “Heavy exposure 
to television violence is one of the 
causes of aggressive behavior, crime and 
violence in our society.” (L.Eron, 1992, 

testimony to the U.S. Senate.) 
While TV violence may 

not turn your child into a serial 
killer, research clearly shows chib 

dren who watch violence on TV 
are affected in ways most parents do 

not like. Studies show these children 
are more likely to fight with 

classmates, be willing to 
hurt another child, be 
less willing to share toys, 
be more likely to argue, 
push or break toys. 
Unfortunately, kids don’t 

grow out of this behavior. 
Studies show boys who 

prefer watching violent TV 
programs at age 8 are more 

aggressive at age 18. Other 
studies show links between 

Rebecca Douglas is an extension 
educator, Family Life, at the 

Springfield Extension Center 
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heavy violent TV watching and 
criminal behavior later in life. 

Besides making kids more aggressive, 
violence on TV can make children afraid, 
and believe the world is a dangerous 
and bad place. After watching so many 
murders, fights and gun shots, children 
become less sensitive to violence, more 
willing to stand by while others act in 
violent ways, and more likely to see 
violence as a good way to solve problems. 
After all, the heroes on TV beat up the 
bad guys and save the day. 

One emergency room nurse 
reported that a young gun-shot victim 
seemed surprised at how much getting 
shot hurt. Children believe the violence 
they see on TV is realistic, and there 
aren’t bad consequences. 

What should parents do? 

• Recognize media violence is 
harmful to your children. We all 
watch TV and think it hasn’t 
hurt us, yet we are learning that 
watching repeated violence is 
BAD for kids. 

• Limit the number of hours your 
kids watch TV to no more than 
two hours a day. 

• Turn off violent programs. It’s 
easy, just push the button. 

• Watch TV with your children. 
Explain the difference between 
pretend and real. Talk about 
what you think would be a better 
way to handle a situation. 

• Encourage other activities 
instead of TV 

• Set a good TV example yourself. 
You may need to change your 

TV habits for the good of your 
children. 

If you would like to learn more 
about the effects of violence on 
TY check out these websites: 
www.media-awareness.ca 
www.4children.org 
www.aap.org 



POND LINERS 
Custom reinforced material $.39sqft 

Recommended by USDA/NRCS. Pond 

& lake liners, manure lagoon liners, 

cistern liners, hay & truck tarps, top 

covers F.O.B. Bend, OR 

800-280-0712 

Hawaii 
Farm Tour 

The Best Escorted Vacations, You’ll Ever Find 

15 Days From 

$1814 
4 Islands Add $100 for some departure cities 

Departs every Tuesday, January 16 through January30,2001. 
Indudes airfare. Hawaiian owned hotels, transfers, baggage 
handling, Escort flying with you from island to island, staying 
in OAHU, HAWAII (Kona & Hilo), MAUI & KAUAI. 
Sightseeing includes Honolulu CityTourwith Pearl Harbor, 
Volcano National Park, Kona Coffee Plantation Tour, Parker 
Cattle Ranch Museum, Orchid Nursery, Macadamian Nut 
Factory Tour, Wailua Riverboat Cruise, Fern Grotto, Guava 
Plantation, plus more as listed in brochure. 

Open Sunday - PROD - Groups Welcome 

1-800-888-8204 
Our 33rd Year - Over a million satisfied customers 

Shingle for 
the lost time l 

Reinke Shakes 
Proving itself since 1976. 
Endures large hail and 
hurricanes without damage. 
50 year, 120 wind & 1 1/2 
hail, limited warranty. 

Copper shingles 
Our most beautiful shingle. 
Probably the lowest priced 
copper roofing available. 

3-tab covers 
Avoid the $ of tear-off and 
disposal. 150 MPH wind and 
large hail without leaking. 

www.ReinkeShakes.com 

Reinke Shakes Inc. 
210 S 4th Hebron NE 
68370 402-365-7521 

Fax 402-768-6180 

Even If It Looks And Smells Okay... 

Your Septic System 
is Dying! 

Only Biological Recycling Can Restore It! 

SEPTIC TANK BEFORE BIO-SURE 

OUTLET 
INLET 

INLET 

SEPTIC TANK AFTER BIO-SURE 

3 OUTLET 

iSsf 

Save Hundreds of Dollars: 
No More Pumping, Digging or 
Replacing Older Pipes! 
■ Recycles Waste Build-Up Back Into 

Water and Soil Nutrients. 
■ Cleans Septic Tank Top To Bottom. 
■ Restores Leach Fields To Percolate 

Like New (Pumping Can’t). 
■ Eliminates Odors & All Waste Build-Up 

in Drain Pipe System! 
■ Friendly To The Environment- 

Safe, No Harmful Toxic Chemicals. 
■ Easy To Use & Apply Yourself 
■ BIO-SURE Can Prevent Any Future 

Septic/Drain Problems! 
■ A Proven Product...Used Nationwide & 

Recommended by Leading Plumbers. 

RESULTS GUARANTEED... 
CALL FOR FREE INFO OR 
ORDER BIO-SURE TODAY!!! 

1-800-932-8436 
SEND ME FREE INFO ON HOW BIO-SURE ELIMINATES WASTE PROBLEMS. 

Name  

Address. 

City. State . 

Zip. Phone. 

CHALLENGER PRODUCTS CORPORATION 
Box 19026, Topeka, KS 66619 

BIO-SURE works in lagoons, restaurants, motels, schools, 
hospitals and industry. Call us today for a FREE analysis. 
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Your 

YARD MD GARDEN 
Totally off the wall topic — citrus fruit. 

Sure, it’s gardening-related and citrus is a 
year-round business with fruit available from January 
through December. Most of us don’t think often 
about growing orange and lemon trees in the middle 
of the back 40. And for good reason — the trees 

would freeze out every year. 
You might as well just send 
me the money. 

Maybe it’s the con¬ 
notation that citrus only 
grows where it’s warm 
(Florida, Texas, Arizona) 
that makes it the perfect 
winter fruit while the snow 
is flying, the temperatures 
are hovering in the minus 
category and the woodpile 
keeps shrinking. 

On the other hand, many varieties of citrus trees 
will grow indoors, and, occasionally, if you have 
enough ceiling room (re. 12 feet), you might get 
some edible quality fruit to impress your friends with, 
if they can make it through the snow to your house. 

Like apples, many of the citrus fruits can be kept 
in cold storage and sold throughout the year. Winter 
and early spring are the main harvesting seasons for 
Florida, Texas and southwestern U.S. fruits. 

Short of having the fruit flown to you directly by 
well-meaning relatives, the grocery store may be your 
best bet. 

Variety is a key word for the citrus family. There 
seem to be as many types as there are apples, though 
technically, probably not. 

Some oranges, like the Navel orange, have a 
thicker, more pebbled skin than the Valencia. The 
skin also separates easier as do the segments, making 
the orange ideal for eating. Navels are generally 
seedless, though an occasional fruit seems to miss 
that message as it develops. 

Valencias, on the other hand, are suited mainly 
for juice and slicing into salads. Tangerines tend to 

David Robson is an Extension Educator, Horticulture, at 
the Springfield Extension Center, University of Illinois 
Extension. You can write to Robson in care of Illinois 
Country Living, PO. Box 3787, Springfield, IL 62708. 
Telephone: (217) 782^6515. 
E-Mail: robsond@mail.aces.uiuc.edu 

have a sweeter flavor than most oranges, and a 
thinner, more orange skin. However, they tend to 
have a zillion seeds per section, which makes it a 
little more difficult to eat. 

The principal difference between the grapefruits 
is the color of the flesh. White is most common, 
but the pink or ruby red grapefruit flesh is becoming 
increasingly popular. 

Lemons and limes are essentially lemons and 
limes. There are different cultivars, but we don’t see 
them on the market. Size is the biggest difference, 
but may not be that crucial. 

The biggest difference people run into is skin 
thickness. Most people hate thick skins, except 
on other people. On citrus it’s a sign that you’re 
throwing a good portion of the fruit away, though I 
would like to remind you that orange rinds really 
freshen up a garbage disposal. And candied citrus 
peel is a delicacy and easy to make on a winter day. 

Telling skin thickness is difficult. You can weigh 
the fruit in your hand and judge the weight com¬ 
pared to the size. Skin weighs less than the fleshy 
sections. The lighter the large orange feels, the 
thicker the skin. All citrus should feel heavy. 

Another key is pore size. Look on the citrus skin 
and observe the spacing between the pores. Are they 
big and large like a whiffle or golf ball? If so, the skin 
could be thick. 

If, on the other hand, the pores are like 
pinpricks and everywhere, you’re probably feeling a 
thin-skinned fruit. 

Most citrus skins have been artificially colored 
to be the vivid oranges, yellows and greens. Fruit is 
picked and shoved into coolers with high carbon 
dioxide contents. The result is a brightly colored 
fruit. 

Don’t despair if some lemons and oranges are 
green. They may actually be at a proper stage and 
not overripe. Russeting or brown mottling of the fruit 
is more of an appearance problem than a taste or 
quality problem. 

If a grapefruit is pointed at the stem end, it’s 
likely to have a thick skin. Rough, ridged or wrinkled 
skin can be an indication of thick skin, pulpiness and 
lack of juice. 

Avoid fruit with dull colors. It could be older 
than the hills and pithy. 

David Robson 
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WOOD WIZARD 
Portable Saw Mill 

Two sizes - from $2,995 up 
WIZARD ENGINEERING 

P.O. Box 15 
Sheep Ranch, CA 95250 

CALL (209) 728-3976 
Fax (209) 754-0151 

http://www.jps.net/wizardeng/ 

Earn Your Degree at Home 
Oranjv Beach. Ai. Certifiealkm Programs 

B.S./M.S. Degree Programs: also available 
•Homan Resource Management ‘Licensed* 
•Business & Health Administration Call for Free 
•Computer Information Science ';yCI®(rtg^Oe;'V- 
•Environmental Management 1 -800-977-8449 
• Occupational Safety & Health ext- '•036' 
•Criminal Justice Administration www.colsouth.edu 

HERITAGE 
BUILDING SYSTEMS 

Established 1979 
800-643-5555 

BUILD IT YOURSELF AND SAVE 

24 x 40 X 10  $4,060 
40 x 60 x 12  $6,950 
50 x 80 x 16 $12,514 
80 x 200 X 18ml   $40,561 
100 X 200 X 20ml  $50,055 

Commercial all steel buildings and component 
parts from America’s largest distributor since 
1979. Any size is available featuring easy 
bolt up rigid frame design for industry, office, 
mini-storage, shop, farm and all steel homes. 
Call us today for a free information package 
and quote on the best buildings made. 

Mini Warehouse Sale 
Any Shape Any Size 
^ www.mctalbld^.c om ^ 

9 out of 10 mice prefer it. 
Catch the free Consumer Information Catalog 

online and you’ll get the latest info from the U.S. 
Government. Just point and click your way to 
www.pueblo.gsa.gov and you’ll fmd more than 
250 free pubheations ready to read or download. 

Or, order the Catalog by mailing your name 
and address to Free Catalog, Pueblo, CO 81009. 
Scurry, this info’s the cat’s meow. 

U.S. General Services Administration 

Hear alt The 
UTTle Things 

in life! 

0^ 

j'ScS?" 
CUSTOM FULL SHELL 

HEARING AID 
BASIC $195 

PROGRAMMABLE 
FULL SHELL 

$750 

Licensed Hearing Instrument Specialists 

AMERICA 
G CENTERS 

1-44 • Exit 44 
1050 W. Hayward Dive 
Mt. Vtemon, MO 65712 

800-354-1905 

574 State Hwy, 248 
PQ Box 947 

Branson, MO 65616 

800-649-6242 
wm.MivmmcAHmiNS. COM 

601 S. 291 Hwy. 
Suites 

Liberty, MO 64068 

877-631-5115 

is the ONLY composter with 
TWO 10-bushel capacity 

bins in one machine! 

With the 
ComposTwin, 
you'll always 
have a place to 
throw your kitchen 
scraps, leaves and 
grass clippings.... 

and you'll have a 
constant supply of 
the rich, nutrient- 
filled compost your 
garden loves! 

Compost is the best way to put 
organic nutrients back into your soil 
for a lush vegetable, fruit or flower 
garden. And the ComposTwin lets 
you do it with no mess, no odors, 
and no hard work! 

For FREE details, call toll-free 

1-800-366-6268 
or mail the coupon today! 

i   
i Mantis, 1028 Street Rd., Dept. CM 1079 i 

Southampton, PA 18966 

i S' YES! Please rush me FREE information 
| about the new Mantis ComposTwin...and 
J your NO-RISK ONE-YEAR HOME TRIAL! 

Name 

Street .2 

City 
co 

State Zip 1 
(9) 
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Today's 

TECHNOLOGY MD YOU 
Answer for cold and hot rooms 

Two designs of booster 
fans that mount over 

room air registers 

This design hangs in 
door opening between 
rooms to distribute air 

Install booster fans for comfort, savings 

* Dear Jim: It seems like 
several rooms in my house 

never get enough heat in the 
winter or cool air in the summer. 
Are there any simple, inexpensive 
methods to get even temperatures 
throughout our home? 

- Sandra Y. 

From the letters I receive 
* from readers all across the 

country, your problem of uneven 
heating and cooling is very 
common. This can be particularly 
annoying in the winter because 
the windows in the chilly rooms 
tend to sweat excessively and this 
can actually damage the building 
materials. 

Having uneven temperatures 
is not only uncomfortable, but it 
is also costly. Typically, the pen 
son in the chilly room adjusts 
the furnace thermostat higher to 
make sure the problem rooms feel 
comfortable. This means that the 
other rooms in your home are 
overly heated (or cooled in the 
summer). This needlessly drives 
up your utility bills year-round. 

Luckily, there are several 
simple no-cost furnace duct 
adjustments and low-cost do- 
it-yourself products to minimize 
uneven room temperatures. By improving your com¬ 
fort and allowing you to set your thermostat back to 
the proper level, these products can pay back their 
cost in a couple of months. Try the no-cost duct 
balancing adjustment first. Check the position of the 
dampers in the ducts leading to the problem rooms. 
You will see a small handle on the main ducts if they 
have dampers (not all do). Make sure that the 
dampers are open. 

James Dulley is a mechanical engineer who writes on 
a wide variety of energy and utility topics. His column 
appears in a large number of daily newspapers. 
Copyright 1999 James Dulley 

In the fully-opened position, the adjustment 
handle is usually aligned with the duct. Wait about 
four hours for the temperatures to stabilize after an 
adjustment. If the temperatures are still uneven, 
slightly close the dampers to the warmest rooms. 
Don’t close them too much or you many adversely 
affect the furnace efficiency. 

If damper balancing does not help, you will 
benefit from installing a booster fan to force more 
heated air out into the problem rooms. The easiest 
design to install is a do-it-yourself automatic register 
booster fan (Equalizer by Suncourt or EvenAir by 
Field Controls). 

These register fans are designed to fit over the 
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room hot air outlet register on 
the floor or wall. There is a small 
(100 to 250 cfm) fan built into the 
register that draws more heated 
(or cooled in the summer) air 
out into the room. They have 
attractive, contemporary designs 
and operate quietly. 

When your furnace or heat 
pump starts, sensitive electronic 
controls inside the register, detect 
the warmer air. This triggers the 
booster fan to start and it draws 
up to 50 percent more heated air 
into the room. Most models include 
an adjustable thermostatic control 
so, if the room is already warm 
enough, the fan will not start. 

Keeping the doors open to the 
problem rooms will help, especially 
if your home lacks enough return 
air registers. With the doors open, 
consider installing a simple Air 
Mover or EntreeAir fan. These 
types of small fans mount in the 
upper corner of the door frame 
and help to circulate air between 
rooms. 

Another effective option is to 
install a do-it-yourself booster fan 
inside the ducts leading to the 
problem rooms. There are many 
designs to fit standard rectangular 
or round sheet metal ducts. If you 
can cut a hole with tin snips, these 
are simple to install yourself. 

These small duct fans use very 
little electricity, only about 30 
watts. Most of them have auto¬ 
matic controls so that they start 
and stop when your furnace or 
heat pump blower starts and stops. 
If you are a real handy person, 
you can connect it to a room 
thermostat, too. 

Write for (or instantly 
download - www.dulley.com) 
Utility Bills Update No. 665 - 
buyer’s guide of automatic register 
and duct booster fans, filter and 
decorator registers, deflectors, 
sizes, features and prices. Please 
include $3.00 and a business-size 
SASE. Mail to: Jim Dulley, Illinois 
Country Living, EO. Box 3787, 
Springfield, IE 62708. 

FREE Poultry Catalog Showing 
All Kinds of Poultry in Color 

Over 70 Varieties, Baby Chicks, Exotic 
Rare Breeds, Fighting Games, Guineas, 
Turkeys, Ducks, Bantams. 

MasterCard, Discover & Visa 
Fax No: 660-647-3999 

E-mail: martip@iland.net. 

MARTI POULTRY FARM 
Box 21-1, Windsor, Missouri 65360 

 Telephone — 660-647-3156  

$Quality Steel Buildings$ 
1-800-241-8339 
40x60x12 $ 8,772 
50x75x10 $10,457 
60x100x12 $17,589 
60x75x12 $13,368 
50x100x12 $13,934 
100x100x12 w/column $23,987 
100x150x14 w/cdumn $36,535 

FO.B. plant - All Sizes Available 
Codes may affect prices 

We will match any deal 
with Quality Steel! 

3300 Holcomb Bridge Rd., Suite 201 
Norcross, Georgia 30092 

Visit us at our web site • www.arcosteel.com 

DENTURES 
IN ONE-DAY SERVICE 

Custom Upper and or Lower 
Opposing Imp. $15 
ADA Approved Materials 
Appointment Highly Advised *99 

GENERAL DENTISTRY 
AND 

OTHER DENTAL SERVICES AVAILABLE 

WHERE ^AI 

I  
~l Write to us: Bachtold Bros., 509 West First Street, Gibson City, 11^60936-0485 
11 and we'll send you more info! Thanks! 

Name:_ 

Address:. 

City:  

State: 

P-14 

_Zip:. 

(It's a toll-free call!) 

J to place an order or get our FREE catalog. Ask for Dept. P-14 
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“I make more profit 
from a 1/4 acre 

greenhouse...than 
from 100 acres of 

row crops!” 
— Jeff Balduff, farmer and 

greenhouse vegetable grower 

all 800-321-5656 
for FREE Greenhouse 

Farming Pack! Or, mail or 
fax the coupon below. 

Farmers all over the country are increasing 
their incomes dramatically with greenhouse 
farming - the new, hi-tech, profitable family 
farm for the 21st century. With greenhouse 
farming... 

• You grow fresh, premium quality vegetables 
year-round. 

• You sell locally, in off season when prices 
are highest and demand is great. 

• Your crop is protected from bad weather; 
cash flow is more dependable. 

• You have low Ask about our 
FREE Video Offer 

($4.95 shipping 
and handling) 

overhead; you 
only need 1/4 
acre. 

• You work inside, 
in “spring like” environment all winter long. 

• You have technical and marketing assistance 
from CropKing at all times. 

Request our FREE Greenhouse Fanning Infor¬ 
mation Pack for details on choosing a green¬ 
house, getting set up, marketing, etc. You’ll also 
learn about our Grower Training Workshops, 
Training Videos, Newsletters, Books and 
other resources. 

CropKing Inc., 5050 Greenwich Rd., 
#WG/IL, Seville, OH 44273-9413 

fax 330-769-2616 
web site: www.cropking.com 

e-mail: cropklng@cropking.com 

Send me your FREE Greenhouse Farming Informa¬ 
tion Pack and tell me how to get the FREE video! 

Name   

Street   

City  

State  

Phone(  

-Z'P 

BETTER IWLDING F§FR
T
E
0CTV 

• Sizes 500-20,000 sq. ft. 
• Strongest for Wind & Snow 

Heavy 24,22,20 & 18 go. steel 
• Maintenance Free 

“STEEL BUILDINGS 
http://www.pioneersteel.com 

H00-GG8-5422 

SANGAMON RADIANT 
WIRSBO aqua pex tubing products 
for agricultural, commercial shop 
floors and homes Made in the USA 

(217)522-3934 • FAX (217)522-3933 
Evening (217)483-3223 John 0. McMillan - Owner 

America’s Oldest & Largest Rare Breed Hatchery 
FREE COLOR CATALOG 

Over 140 varieties Baby Chicks, Bantams, 
Turkeys, Game Birds, Peacocks, Waterfowl, 
Guineas, Plus Books, Equipment, Eggs, 
Incubators, & Medicine. 

1-800-456-3280 
(24 hours a day) 

Website: http://www.mcmurrayhatchery.coin 
Murray McMurray Hatchery, 

Cl 32, Webster City, Iowa 50595-0458 

SPRING CREEK 

CABIN CO. 
KAREN FLACH TONY FLACH 

80A COUNTY RD 500 EAST 
MONTROSE, ILLINOIS 62445 

One Mile North 

INDEPENDENT 

MHO] 
Model Home: 217-924-4184 

BY APPOINTMENT ANYTIME 

Independent Dealer for 17 years 

ATTENTION MOBILE HOME OWNER! 
KEMCO ROOF-OVER Systam is the Ultimate 

Solution for a Problem Roof! 

• REDUCES HEATING & 
COOLING COSTS 

• MAINTENANCE FREE 
• BUILT IN OVERHANG & 

GUTTERING ELIMINATES WA¬ 
TER STREAKS ON SIDE OF HOME 

• STRONG ENOUGH TO STAND ON. 
• NO MORE ROOF COATING YEAR AFTER YEAR 

• QUIET! NO ROOF RUMBLE OR RATTLE 
ELIMINATES CONDENSATION & WATER PROBLEMS 

m 
Kemco Aluminum • 1-800-456-KEMCO 

<5362) 

Affordable Storage Structures 
• Energy Efficient 

• Factory Warrantied 

• Long Lasting Quality 

Call Todav! 1-800-356-9682 

Wick 
Buildings" 

www.wickhuildines.com 

KILL IAKE WEEDS 
Proven Aquacide pellets destroy 
unwanted underwater weeds. 

Spread marble sized pellets 
like grass seed. Effectively 
kills weeds at any depth. 

Registered with Federal 
Environmental 
Protection Agency. 

Certified and approved for use by state agencies. 
101b. can treats 4,000 sq. ft. of lake bottom, $63.95. 
50 lb. carton treats 20,000 sq. ft. of lake bottom, 
$245.00. Prices include delivery charges. State permit 
may be required. Delivery terms F.O.B. White Bear 
Lake, MN. 

CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-328-9350 
Call 651-429-6742 • Fax 651-429-0563 

Or write for free information to: 

AQUACIDE CO. & 
Our 45th year. 
1627 - 9th Street, Dept. 287, Box 10748 
White Bear Lake, MN 55110 
www.killlakeweeds.com info@killlakeweeds.com 

Wildflower Gardening 

Begins with Wildseed Farms’ Reference 

Guide and seed Catalog 

• 52 pages of beautiful color photographs. 

• 70 varieties to choose from. 

• Easy to follow planting instructions. 

• Detailed plant 

descriptions and 

cultural information. 

• Regional Mixtures, 

Packets, Ounces and 

Pounds available. 

• Order Direct from 

the nation’s largest 

wildflower seed 

producer with over 

1,000 acres of produc¬ 

tion and save! 

Spring is the time to plant!! 
Request your free catalog today. 

Call 1-800-848-0078 

or write to: 

Wildseed Farms 

425 Wildflower Hills 
P. O. Box 3000 

Fredericksburg, TX 78624 
www.wildseedfarms.com 
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CreateJYour Own Outdoor 
Room...In Just Seconds! 

Introducing The Revolutionary 
SunSetter Retractable Awning! 

If you’re tired of having your outdoor enjoyment rained on...baked out..or 
just plain ruined by unpredictable weather. 

At last there is a solution! One that lets you take control of the weather on 
your deck or patio! It’s the incredible SunSetter Retractable Awning! A simple... 
easy-to-use...& affordable way to outsmart the weather and start enjoying your 
deck or patio more....rain or shine! 

The SunSetter is like adding a whole extra outdoor room to your home... giving 
you instant protection from glaring sun...or sudden showers! Plus it’s incredibly 
easy to use...opening & closing effortlessly in less than 30 seconds! 

So, stop struggling with the weather... 
& start enjoying your deck or patio more! 

Call for a FREE Catalog & Video! 
1-800-876-8060 Ext. #6577 

Just pull on the handy strap & your 
SunSetter unrolls effortlessly! 

You choose full sun, partial shade or 
total protection in just seconds! 

FREE Catalog & Video 
Call Toll-Free: 1-800-876-8060 £!' 
□ Yes! Please send your FREE Catalog & Video...including 
Special Savings now in effect...TODAY! 

65771 

Name 

Address 

State 

184 Charles Street, Dept. 6577 Malden, MA 02148 

£5— 
Good Houscksopiflij 

Opens & Closes In 
Less Than 30 Secondsl NEW! Motorized Version Now Available! j 



Illinois' 

FINEST COOKING 
Grace Lutheran Church of 

Springfield, Illinois shares recipes from 
its 1998 cookbook. Half of the proceeds 
from the cookbook will go to Habitat 
for Humanity. The cookbook is a 3-ring 
hard'backed binder and includes 153 
pages of recipes. Order your copy for $12 
plus $4 postage from Barbara Rehwald, 
13125 Firshburn Road, Mechanicsburg, 
Illinois 62545, or call her at (217) 364- 
4964. Save postage by picking a copy up 
at the church at 714 E. Capitol Avenue, 
Springfield. 

The Ladies Circle of East White Oak 
Bible Church in Carlock, Illinois created 
its cookbook to raise funds to be used for 
missionary giving. The cookbook has 182 
pages of recipes and has a hard-backed 3- 
ring binder. Contact Gloria Hagan at 1813 

Widermere, Normal, Illinois 61761 or call her at (309) 452-2713 to order. The cost is $10 plus $3 postage. 

SWEET PICKLES 

Grace Lutheran Church, Springfield 
Helen Raps EASY LOW FAT WHITE CHILI Judith Rake 

1 qt. dill pickles, cut up 1 tsp. celery seed 
2 C. sugar 1 tsp. dry mustard 
1 C. vinegar 1 stick cinnamon 

1 lb. ground turkey 1 onion, diced 
1 (48-oz.) jar Great Northern 1 (10-oz.) can Ro-tel whole 
beans tomatoes with green chilies 

Heat sugar, vinegar, celery seed, mustard and cinnamon until sugar 
and mustard dissolve. Place cut up pickles in large bowl, pour 
mixture over slices and return to jar. Store in refrigerator at least 
overnight before using. Pickles will become very crisp. 

TACO SOUP Barb Poole 

1 lb. ground beef 
1/4 C. chopped onions 
1 (16-oz.) can diced tomatoes 
with juice 

1 (16-oz.) can kidney beans 
with liquid 

1 (16-oz. can whole kernel corn 
with liquid 

1 (8-oz.) can tomato sauce 
1 pkg. taco seasoning mix 
cheddar cheese 
sour cream 
tortilla chips 

In large pan, brown ground beef and saute onions. Add tomatoes, 
kidney beans, corn, tomato sauce and taco 
seasoning. Bring to boil. 
Reduce heat. Cover 
and simmer 30 
minutes, stirring 
occasionally. Serve 
with grated cheddar 
cheese and tor¬ 
tilla chips as a 
garnish. Add a 
little sour cream 
on top, if you like. 

Brown turkey and onion, crumbling turkey as it cooks. Add beans 
with liquid and can of tomatoes. Lower heat and simmer at least 
30 minutes. Flavor only improves with longer simmering. Can be 
frozen in individual portions without loss of flavor or altered 
texture. 

CHICKEN SALAD Pastor Heidi Hyland 

2 C. cooked, diced white 1/4 C. slivered almonds 
chicken (about three breasts) 1 scant C. Miracle Whip 

1 C. sliced celery 1/8 tsp. pepper 
1 C. green grapes 2 T milk 

Mix chicken, celery, grapes and almonds. Blend Miracle Whip, 
pepper and milk separately and pour over chicken mixture. Toss 
and refrigerate 30 minutes before serving. "Excellent." 

CRUNCH PEA SALAD 

1 (10-oz.) pkg. frozen baby 
peas, thawed 

1 C. diced celery 
1 C. chopped cauliflower 
1/4 C. diced green onions 

Mary Lou Kanberg 

1 C. chopped cashews 
1/2 C. sour cream 
1/2 C. ranch salad dressing 
2 T crumbled bacon 

Combine all ingredients except bacon and chill. Garnish with 
bacon just before serving. (Recipe also submitted by Barbara Rubley 
and Lynn Wilson). 
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SHRIMP FETTUCCINI 

1 lb. medium shrimp 
1-1/2 sticks butter 
McCormick's Califormia style 

blend garlic powder 

Julie Greer 

1/2 C. heavy whipping cream 
3/4 C. Parmesan cheese 
fettuccini 

Saute shrimp in 1/2-stick butter and garlic powder to taste. Boil 
noodles. In separate pan, slowly melt remaining butter with 
whipping cream and cheese. In large bowl combine drained 
noodles, sauce and shrimp. 

BUTTERSCOTCH POTATO CHIP Helen Norvel 
COOKIES 

1 C. brown sugar 
1 C. sugar 
1 C. margarine 
2 C. flour 
2 eggs 

1 tsp. soda 
1 (6-oz,) pkg. butterscotch chips 

1 pkg. twin size, potato chips, 
crushed 

Mix together and drop on cookie sheet. Bake 12-15 minutes at 
350°. 

East White Oak Bible Church, Carlock 

SAMPLER HOUSE FRUIT DIP Erin Mulch CHIMICHANGAS 

1 (8-oz.) pkg. soft cream 
cheese 

1 sm. jar marshmallow creme 

1/2 C. brown sugar 
1/2 tsp. almond extract 
1 tsp. cinnamon 

2 lb. beef stew meat or roast 
1-1/2 C. water 
2 cloves garlic, minced 
2 T chili powder 
1 T vinegar Mix all ingredients, then refrigerate. 

Jessica Spaulding 

2 tsp. oregano 
1 tsp. salt 
1 tsp. ground cumin 
1/8 tsp. pepper 
12 (10") flour tortillas 

BREAD MACHINE SANDWICH Melba Jean Frink 
BREAD 

1 C. water 1 tsp. salt 
1/4 C. butter or margarine 3 C. bread flour 
1 egg 1/4 C. nonfat dry milk 
2 T sugar 2 tsp. yeast 

Place ingredients in bread machine in order listed. Follow direc¬ 
tions for your bread machine. Makes a large loaf. This is a rich 
bread — terrific for sandwiches. 

HEAVENLY MANDARIN HASH Wilma Miller 

1 (11-oz.) can mandarin 2 C. flaked coconut 
oranges, drained 2 C. mini marshmallows 

1 (20-oz.) can chunk 1 C. sour cream 
pineapple, drained 

Add all ingredients and fold in sour cream. Refrigerate one hour 
before serving. Makes six servings. 

Garnish: 
Guacamole Cheddar cheese 
Sour cream Salsa 
Shredded lettuce Chopped radishes 

In a saucepan, combine meat, water, garlic, chili powder, vinegar, 
oregano, salt, cumin and pepper. Bring to boil. Cover; reduce heat 
and simmer approximately two hours, or until meat is very tender. 
Uncover and boil very rapidly about 15 minutes or until water is 
almost evaporated. Watch closely; stir near end of cooking time 
so meat doesn't stick. Remove from heat. Using two forks, shred 
meat very fine. Meanwhile, wrap tortillas in foil; heat in 350° oven 
for 15 minutes. Spoon about 1/4 cup meat mixture onto each tor¬ 
tilla, near one edge. Fold edge nearest filling, up and over filling, 
just until mixture is covered. Fold in the two sides, envelope- 
fashion. Then roll up. Fasten with toothpick if necessary. In heavy 
skillet, fry filled tortillas in 1/2-inch of hot shortening. Keep warm 
in 300° oven as you fry them. Garnish with sour cream, guacamole, 
shredded lettuce, shredded cheese, chopped radishes and salsa. 

SCALLOPED CORN Darlene Schwartz 

PASTA SALAD Carol Correll 

2 lb. spiral macaroni 
1 head cauliflower 
1 green pepper 

1 sm. onion 
3 Ig. carrots, grated 
1 can pitted black olives 

Dressing: 1 C. sugar 
2 C. fat-free Miracle Whip 1 can fat-free sweetened 
1 C. vinegar condensed milk 

Boil spiral macaroni until done. Drain. Add chopped cauliflower, 
green pepper and onion. Add grated carrots. Mix dressing 
ingredients together; pour over macaroni mixture. Add black 
olives; mix well. (This recipe is nearly fat-free, but if you don't 
want it fat-free, substitute regular dressing and sweetened con¬ 
densed milk). 

CHICKEN POT PIE Emily (Freed) Jenkins 

2 deep-dish pie crusts, frozen 1/2 C. milk 
1 can Veg-all vegetables 1/2 tsp. thyme or sage 
2 C. deboned chicken 2 cans cream of potato soup 

Thaw pie crusts for 10 to 20 minutes. Drain vegetables. Combine 
all ingredients; pour into pie shell. Put second pie shell on top and 
slit. Bake at 350° for 40 minutes. 

4 T chopped onion 
3 T butter or oleo 
1-1/3 C. evaporated 

milk 
2 cans whole kernel 

corn 
1-1/3 C. liquid from 

corn 
2 C. crushed crackers 

Saute onion in 
butter. Add milk and 
corn liquid, heat to 
boiling. Remove 
from heat; fold in 
corn, 1-1/3 cups 
crushed crackers, 
salt and pepper. Put in 
a greased 8xId-inch 
baking dish. Top with 
2/3 cup crushed 
crackers mixed with 
four teaspoons 
melted butter. Bake 
30 minutes at 350°. 
Serves eight. 

salt and pepper, to taste 
4 tsp. melted butter or oleo 
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There are no 
substitutes 

# 1 Residential Geothermal System installed 
in Illinois over the past twelve years. 

Call an independent WaterFurnace Dealer near you 
for a Free Energy Analysis to see how much you can save. 

Arnold Brothers Heating & Cooling 
Macomb, IL, 309-833-2852 

Boyce Electric 
Cissna Park, IL, 815-457-2700 

Burgess & Son, Inc. 
Girard, IL, 217-627-2665 

Charlie’s Air Conditioning 
Carterville, IL, 618-985-2502 

Collins Plumbing & Heating 
Springfield, IL, 217-793-8031 
Petersburg, IL, 217-632-3670 

Design Air Heating & Air Conditioning 
Decatur, IL, 217-429-1105 
1-800-452-7845 

Easley Mechanical 
Canton, IL, 309-647-3450 

Electro Electric 
Flora, IL, 618-662-4520 

Energy Specialists 
Toluca, IL, 800-782-7491 

G-M Mechanical 
Canton, IL, 309-647-5700 

Hinrichsen 
Goodfield, IL, 309-965-2769 

Holloway Heating & Air Conditioning 
ML Vernon, IL, 618-242-5481 

Houston Plumbing 
Paxton 
Gibson City 
1-800-379-2165 

Hoveln Heating & Cooling 
Thomasboro, IL, 217-643-2125 

Jeckel Plumbing & Heating 
Delavan, IL, 309-244-8265 

Jansen’s Heating & Air Conditioning 
Effingham, IL, 217-347-5223 

Kupferschmid, Inc. 
Pontiac, IL, 815-842-3812 
Forrest, IL, 815-657-8147 

LD Mechanical Contractors, Inc. 
Charleston, IL 217-345-9633 

Macari Service Center 
Shelbyville, IL, 217-774-4214 
Pana, IL, 217-562-3631 

McCords Heating and Air Conditioning 
West Frankfort, IL 618-932-3745 

Middleton Heating & Cooling Inc. 
Cobden, IL, 618-893-2821 

Mike’s Heating & Air 
Vienna, IL, 618-695-2756 
Metropolis, IL 618-524-3270 

Neuhaus Heating 
and Air Conditioning, Inc. 

Litchfield, IL 1-888-324-2818 

Peters Heating & Air Conditioning, Inc. 
Quincy, IL, 217-222-1368 
Pittfield, IL, 217-285-1600 

R & M Electric 
Watseka, IL, 815-432-4062 

Snell’s Plumbing & Heating 
Virden, IL, 217-965-3911 
Litchfield, IL, 217-324-4560 

Stein Heating & Cooling 
Hardin, IL, 618-576-2313 

Toennies Service Co. 
Damiansville, IL, 618-248-5130 

Triangle Heating & Cooling 
Tuscola, IL, 217-253-5400 

Williams Air Conditioning 
& Heating, Inc. 

Murphysboro, IL, 618-684-3606 
Steeleville, IL, 618-965-2040 

Yard Heating & Cooling 
Taylorville, IL, 217-824-4737 



MARKETPLACE 
USED MEAT SAWS, slicers, grinders, 
tenderizers and other butchering 
equipment. 2615 South 1st, Springfield, 
Illinois. Phone (217) 522'3934. 

PLAY GOSPEL SONGS by EAR! Add 
Chords, Piano, Organ. 10 easy lessons 
$7.50. Guaranteed. Davidsons, 6727R1 
Metcalf, Shawnee Mission, Kansas 66204- 

INSULATION — 4 x 8 sheets, Foil 
backed foam — factory seconds — easy 
to install. Contact Ken Nichols at 
(800) 424-1256. 

POST FRAME BUILDINGS—Farm, 
commercial, residential. Bill Parkinson, 
Hardin, IL 62047. Phone (618) 576-2287 
or (800) 225-8070. 

USED AND NEW restaurant and con¬ 
cession EQUIPMENT. Ice machines, 
grills, fryers, sinks, poppers, ice cream 
machines, etc. Erio Sales, 2615 So. 1st, 
Springfield, IL. (217) 522-3934. 

WATER CONDITIONER with no salt, 
no maintenance, no electricity, no 
replacement parts. Call (800) 500-3303, 
Tower Hill, IL. Ask for Bob. 

BASKETWEAVING, CHAIRSEATING 
SUPPLIES, OAK Baskets, Books, Kits. 
Quality. Discounted. Retail, Wholesale. 
Catalog $1. Ozark Basketry-REN, 
Box 599, Fayetteville, ARK 72702-0599. 

WORK CLOTHES 
GOOD CLEAN Rental-type work clothes, 
6 pants and 6 shirts to match-$29.95. 
Lined work jackets-$9.95. Satisfaction 
Guaranteed! Send sizes with check 
or money order plus $5-S&H to: 
WALT’S WHOLESALE, PO. Box 208-E, 
Darlington, SC 29540. Or MC/Visa 
orders (800) 233-1853. 

LLAMAS — Put a llama in your life! Did 
you know that llamas — Can guard your 
other livestock against predators? Can be 
trained to pull carts? Can produce soft 
wool for crafts? Can be great pets? Can 
be shown at fairs? Are affordably priced? 
Find your ideal multi-use llama at 
Tranquility Llamas! (309) 963-4553. 

MAGNETIC THERAPY is reported by 
many to give relief from: pain, migraine, 
headaches, allergies, arthritis, etc. 
(800) 500-3303, ask for Bob. 

REMOVE LIMESCALE while con¬ 
ditioning your water naturally. GMX 
saves money — no salt, chemicals, extra 
plumbing or maintenance ever! Money- 
back guarantee, lifetime warranty. 
Distributorships available. (888) 357- 
7792. 

TAYLOR SOFT SERVE MACHINES, 
single phase, double with twist, standby, 
guaranteed. Erio Sales, 2615 So. 1st, 
Springfield, IL 62704. (217) 522-3934. 

CUSTOM SAWMILLING with Portable 
Woodmizer. Your place or mine. Call Jim 
Virkler, (815) 692-2890. 

SHAWNEE NATIONAL FOREST in 
beautiful Southern Illinois. Properties for 
hunting, fishing, retirement. Call Ocie 
Paxton Realty at (618) 683-4203. 

WANTED: ALL SPECIES STANDING 
TIMBER. Free estimates, no obligation. 
Call Paul Jones, Ridgway, IL 62979. 
Phone (618) 272-3031. 

PLANNING A FLORIDA VACATION? 
Fish Haven Lodge on beautiful Lake 
Juliana is the place for you. Located in 
central Florida, only 30 min. from Disney 
World. Lakefront housekeeping cottages, 
adult mobile home park and large RV lots 
are available. Some of Florida’s most 
reasonable rates. Write Fish Haven 
Lodge, Box 1, Fish Haven Road, 
Auburndale, FL 33823. Phone (941) 984- 
1183. 

FIBERGLASS, CORRUGATED, 26- 
inch wide. 8-10-12 foot long. 8 ft.-$4- 
12 ft.-$6. Large supply, all colors. 
Dongola, IL. (618) 827-4737. 

SWENEY’S LLAMAS: Registered, 
breedings, sales, fiber for spinning. NEW 
BABIES arriving soon, show quality for 
4-H projects. Farm visits welcome. Avon, 
IL. (309) 465-3847. 

RECEIVING PAYMENTS on PROP¬ 
ERTY SOLD? We pay cash for real estate 
notes, mortgages, annuities, structured 
settlements, land contracts. Nationwide 
...highest prices paid! Quick closing! 
Investor Mortgage Service, call Steve at 
(800) 254-3373. 

•45 DAY TRIAL 
•$199 & UP 

BETTER 
HEARING 

DEPT B34, Brookport, IL 62910 
1-800-320-3300 EXT B34 

REGISTERED LLAMA MALES, $250 
and up. Females $800 and up. Registered 
miniature donkey pair, Black Jack and 
Grey Jenny $1,300. Black Jack weanling 
$250. (618) 783-2169. 

NEW SUBDIVISION - SHAWNEE 
MEADOWS, Pope County, IL. Close to 
Ohio River. Marina, golfing, fishing, 
hunting. Restrictions. Agent-owned. 
Ocie Paxton Realty. (618) 683-4203. 

E-Z MATIC® PET DOORS. Weather- 
tight (seals tight “All around!”) Super 
quiet, safe. Easy to install and use, sizes 
for any dog/cat. Free brochure; call 
(715) 635-2644 or e-mail riverken@ 
chibardun.net. Riverside Products, 
W7909, Green Valley Road, Spooner, WI 
54801. 

DISCOUNT WALLPAPER. Lowest 
prices guaranteed. 400,000 rolls and bor¬ 
ders in stock!! Call with book name or 
pattern numbers. Marion, IL. Toll free 
(877-727-3780 or www.dwdd2000.com. 

BIRD PROBLEMS: We have solutions! 
Standish & Associates, Petersburg, IL. 
Call John at (800) 274-0105. 

TAKE ACTION — MAKE MONEY — 
$40,000 yearly! Homeworkers needed 
immediately for assembly, clerical, mail 
processing positions! For free application, 
write: Charlin Corporation, Box 522-B 
Marion, SC 29571. 

HOUSE FOR SALE. Scenic Southern 
Illinois, Vienna; 1.7 acres; 1,800 square 
feet, three bedrooms, two baths, rec room 
in walkout basement, attached garage, 
20x20’ detached garage; surrounded by 
plentiful hunting and fishing opportunities; 
near Shawnee National Forest. (618) 964- 
9339. 

Ideal as a shop, garage & vehicle storage 
Protect your investments economically 
Up to 80’ wide, unlimited lengths 

CALL FOR SIZES 

Limited time offer 

800/581-5843 

m AMERfbi 
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CREDIT CARD STRESS? Lower 
payments. Reduce and eliminate interest. 
Non-profit. Free confidential consultation. 
American Credit and Debt Management. 
(800) 442-9243. 

ARE YOU INTERESTED in home-based 
business? Representing a company with 
integrity, family values and genuine con¬ 
cern for others, while also making a great 
income? Leading 11-year-old Food 
Science Company, publicly held, looking 
for people with a heart for helping people. 
Serious inquires, call Sabrina Walsh at 
(888) 545-9797. 

WANTED — TOY TRAINS: Lionel, 
American Flyer, Ives, Dorfan, Marx. 
Condition determines price. William E. 
Timpner, Pinckneyville, IL 62274 or call 
(618) 357-8112. 

PIANO FOR SALE: Cash or small 
monthly payments with good credit. Free 
delivery. Call for more details. (800) 346- 
1775. 

ARE YOU RECEIVING MORTGAGE 
payments? Cash for your note. Free 
quotations. (800) 269-9510. 

BLEACHER RECLINER™. Superior 
quality portable bleacher seat. (800) 621- 
2605 or www.BleacherRecliner.com. 

BECOME AN ORDAINED MINISTER 
by Correspondence study. The harvest 
truly is great, Luke 10:2. Ministers for 
Christ Outreach, PMB 107, 6630 West 
Cactus, #B107, Glendale, AZ 85304. 
http://www.ordination.org. 

WANTED TO BUY Indian artifacts of 
all kinds; one piece or entire collections. 
Call (309) 543-3847 evenings or leave 
message. 

USED RAINBOWS Service and Repair. 
Authorized area. Rainbow Distributor: L 
& L Distributing, 116 S. Van Buren, 
Newton, IL 62448. (877) 783-3755. 

HOME AND GARDEN PARTY — Sell 
beautiful home decor with a rapidly 
expanding party-plan company. Generous 
commissions, excellent hostess program. 
No inventory required. Call Mary at 
(618) 457-5669. 

24 x 30 x 9 - $3,908 
30 x 40 x 10 - $5,015 
40 X 60 X 12 - $8,246 

40 X 100 X 16 - $14,078 MINI STORAGE 
30 x 100 x 8 - $9,868 
ALL PRICES DELIVERED 

Ask About Our 
Commercial UNLIMITED SIZES TO 

/Shop • Boats/RV 
Hobby Shop • Horse Barns 

R M J. CHOOSE FROM CALL TODAY FOR Duuamgs INFORMATION 

TOP"! 
BARN"! 

SOY PROTEIN is taking center stage as 
the food for America’s answer to the most 
serious diseases killing people today. 
Through the findings of hundreds of 
recent studies, soy’s positive role in a 
number of health conditions is being 
broadcast worldwide. Specifically, four of 
the most serious conditions have a wide- 
reaching impact on our population: heart 
disease, cancer, osteoporosis and meno¬ 
pause. To find out how you can take con¬ 
trol of your health with patented soy food 
supplements, call Ralph and Rita Taylor, 
Independent Reliv Distributors. Uncon¬ 
ditional money back guarantee! 
(888) 251-1538. 

STANLEY HOME PRODUCTS — Ask 
about opportunity to be direct product 
home-buyer at discount. For catalog, 
products or nearest customer represen¬ 
tative, call (217) 234-9827. 

FOXTROTTERS ARE FABULOUS — 
The horse your great-grandparents rode! 
Weanlings, yearlings and smooth riding 
trail horses available. (217) 487-7664 or 
bowmanfxtr@ aol.com. 

VIDEOS: Historic and scenic trails in 
Southeastern Illinois or One Room 
Schools in Gallatin County, by Lucille 
Lawler, Rt. 1, Ridgway, IL 62979. $15 
each, postage paid. (618) 272-7092. 

AUTO INSURANCE — Good drivers, 
bad drivers, teenage drivers. Check our 
low, low rates for Southern Illinois. Call 
Odle Insurance at (618) 242-4340. 

$$PAYING CASH for older Wurlitzer, 
Rockola, Seeburg, AMI Jukeboxes, 1950s 
soda machines. Also Fender, Gibson, 
Martin, Gretsch GUITARS. Motorcycles. 
(636) 978-2788. 

FOR SALE: Stack of 3/4” thick red oak 
lumber, 8’ and 10’ lengths — 170 boards, 
good building materials. $412. (618) 842- 
9588. 

MAKING MONEY NOW! $1,200- 
$12,000 per month. PT/FT Compensation, 
car, travel, training. Could this be you? 
Call (618) 253-7790 or (800) 481-3181. 

AIR AND WATER PURIFICATION 
units for sale. Certified safe. Solve indoor 
air and water pollution problems. 
(618) 253-7790. 

KITTENS AVAILABLE — AMERICAN 
BOBTAILS (Bobcat look-a-like). Bengals 
(AKA Lap Leopards). Show quality at pet 
prices. (217) 324-2678. 

Church Pew Padding 
Add comfort and beauty 

to your church pews. 
FREE info & fabric samples 

Midwest Church Furnishings 

ACREAGE FOR SALE: #124566: Two- 
acre commercial site with high visibility, 
zoned B-2, situated in a prime location 
in Anna, Illinois with traffic count of over 
17,000 per IDOT #124432: Eight acres 
adjoining the Shawnee National Forest 
situated in Jonesboro, Illinois. Excellent 
hunting and fishing opportunities being 
just minutes of Bluff and Lyerla Lakes. 
Call Mary Nash-Swink at Century 21 
Gold Star, Realtors for more information 
at (800) 455-2121. 

WANTED: Old telephones 1940 and 
older. Candlestick phones, payphones, 
desk phones, lightning rod balls, red — 
cobalt blue, dark green answer machine. 
(309) 352-2130. 

OASIS MANUFACTURING introduces 
the econo-globe HAND PUMPS. Many 
benefits and many uses. Cost-efficient, 
hand-lift, light weight, non-corrosive. 
Ideal in remote areas, campsites, rural 
dwellings, plant nurseries. Easy to install 
and simple to use. More information, call 
(618) 446-5333 or e-mail oasismanuf@ 
wabash.net. 

LIVESTOCK FARMERS: OPEN POL¬ 
LINATED seed corn — $32. Outproduces 
hybrids for silage; yields grain high in feed 
value. Quantity discount. (217) 857- 
3377. 

FOR SALE: FLORIDA HOME, 26X48’, 
Palm Harbor. Two bedroom, two bath, 
furnished doublewide. Ten miles to beach, 
just off 1-95 in Melbourne. $20,000. After 
January 2, call (407) 259-9213. 

AFTER DINNER PROGRAM “Live, 
Laugh and Love with Louie the Singing 
Farmer.” Louis Reuschel, Box 204, 
Golden IL 62339. (217) 696-2493. 

ATTN: CISTERN & WELL OWNERS. 
Gauge mounts in your home show how 
much water you have. Hellborn 
Innoventions, 8036 Blinds Hollow Road, 
Sparta, IL 62286. (888) 333-7194. 

Three year old POLE-BARN-STYLE 
HOUSE west of Harco. 24x40x10’ 
polebarn, one bedroom, all electric. 
$52,000. Call (618) 268-4240 or 
(618) 268-6090. 

AFFORDABLE MIDWEST VACATION 
in NAUVOO. Antiques, camping, golfing, 
fishing, historical sights, the Mississippi 
River, eagles, wineries. Call (800) 233- 
0060, www.visitnauvoo.org or www. 
golfnauvoo.com. 

DIABETIC? 
Your Medicare and/or private insurance 

may qualify you for NO COST diabetic 
supplies! Free delivery.1-800-453-9033. 
AMERICAN DIABETIC SUPPLY, INC. 
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Classified Ad Order Form 

Enclosed is $ for the ad copy below to run times starting with the  issue. 
Charges for each month’s insertion, co-op members: $8 for the first 20 words or less and 30 cents per additional word. 
Non-members: $1.20 per word with a $24 minimum for 20 words or less. 

• All ads must be in one paragraph form. No centered separate sheet if needed. Include your name, 
copy. Maximum of four all-capital words per ad. address and phone number. I am a member of 

• Check/cash/money order payable to Illinois electric cooperative. 
Country Living and member’s address label must . The publisher reserves the right to reject any 
accompany order. advertisement. 

• Please type or print your ad neatly. You may use a 

Mail to: Illinois Marketplace, Illinois Country Living 

PO. Box 3787* Springfield, IL 62708 
Deadline for April issue: February 15 

HOME BASED BUSINESS OPPOR¬ 
TUNITY representing international 
nutraceutical company. Training provided. 
Serious inquires. Call Sandie Gerth at 
(618) 686-2136. 

LOWER CHOLESTEROL NATURALLY 
— reduce risk of coronary heart disease, 
natural relief for everyday stress and in¬ 
somnia. Call (888) 783-9506. 

AMERICAS BEST SECRET WATKINS 
since 1868. Top 10 home business with 
375 products everyone uses. Start under 
$50. Free packet. (800) 352-5213. 

FOR SALE: Used electric kilns and 
potter’s wheels for pottery and ceramics, 
220 volt-one phase. Evenings: (217) 483- 
3223. 

LET THE GOVERNMENT FINANCE 
your new or existing small business. 
Grants/loans to $800,000.00. Free re¬ 
corded message: (707) 449-8600. (HX7). 

WHITETAIL DEER FOR SALE — 
Fawns for bottle-feeding, weaned fawns, 
mature deer. Call Coop’s Creek Deer 
Farm at (217) 734-2790. 

JET BLACK AQHA grandson of three 
bars, also tri-colored ApHc leopard 
standing at stud. Some horses for sale. 
(217) 346-2727. 

TRUTH FROM EX-IRS AGENTS. 
Salaried/hourly employees: We can show 
you how to get an immediate pay raise of 
$300 to $600 or more a month at your 
present job, without asking your boss! 
Self-employed individuals: We can show 
you how you could eliminate Self 
Employment Tax. You are guaranteed at 
least $5,000 on additional tax deductions 
that you’ve never had before! And.. .you 
become 100 percent audit proof! If 
interested, contact Tax Team, PO. 
Box 285, Flora, IL 62839; FAX 
(618) 673-2662 or phone (618) 673- 
2462. 

IRISH SETTER PUPPIES! Field type. 
Beautiful, loving, intelligent, athletic, 
great farm pet. Call (217) 742-3989 or 
tac@wincoinet.com. 

FOR FREE CASSETTE TAPE: Life 
without the pain of Fibromyalgia and 
Arthritis. Twenty-four-hour recorded 
message, call (888) 715-5734. 

WANTED TO BUY: Indian artifacts, old 
guns, tobacco tins with Indian pictures, 
gold and silver coins and carnival glass. 
Call evenings (618) 475-390. 

WANTED TO BUY: Standing timber, all 
species, select or clear cut. Top export 
prices paid. Call (815) 434-4141. 

NATIVE PRAIRIE SEED MIX — Big 
Bluestem, Indian grass, plus over 20 
species of prairie flowers. Sold as pure live 
seed. Phone (618) 648-2216. 

WORK FROM HOME — My children 
come to the office every day! Earn an 
extra $500-$ 1,200 PT/month, or $2,000- 
$4,000 FT/month. Call (800) 794-9557. 

SICK CAMPER REFRIGERATOR? 
Specializing in rebuilding cooling units. 
New and used units available. Camper 
repair. Crutcher’s RV, Cropsey, IL. 
(309) 377-3721. 

METAL BUILDING SUPPLY 

& MCELROY METAL 

Your One Stop Shop. We can offer you 
the largest selection of panel profiles and 
paint systems in the industry. Commercial 
Pre-Engineered Red Irons from Garages 
to Shopping Malls. Components - Cee, 
Zees, PSK Insulation, Galvanized Cees, 
Zees. Adams Clear Span Steel Trusses. 
24 to 60 wide 8 to 18 sidewall heights. 
Steel - 29 ga. thru 18 ga. plus 7 different 
standing seams. 

NATIONWIDE DEUVERY ONLY $75 
217-964-2626 

DO YOU HAVE any old fireworks or 
firework-related items? FIRECRACKERS, 
fireworks, catalogs. Don’t know what to 
do with them? Licensed dealer will legally 
buy them. Evenings — call (217) 824- 
5017. 

12 FAMILY PURPLE MARTIN 
HOUSE-$29.95, 16 family barn-$39.95. 
Tri-Tel poles. Factory direct. Dealer 
inquiries invited. Free catalog. Call 
(800) 764-8688. www.purplemartin.net. 

Largest selection available! 
Evergreen and Hardwood Tree Seedlings 

Landscape Shrubs * Ground Covers 
Native plants Trees and shrubs for wildlife, 

windbreaks, soil erosion 
We ship to all U.S. States and Canada. 

(PLEASE PRINT) 

Name. 

Address. 

City  

State .Zip 

MUSSER FORESTS, INC. Dept.77 BOO 

P0 Box 340 • Indiana, PA 15701-0340 

(800)643-8319 • FAX: (724)465-9893 

E-Mail: 77B00@musserforests.com 
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February 

DATEBOOK 
2, Juilliard String Quartet in Urbana. 
(217) 333-6280. 

3- 5, Festival 2000 in Urbana. Enjoy 
a rich evening of dance theater. 
(217) 333-6280. 

4- 6/11-13, “Big River” theater pro¬ 
duction at the Decatur Civic Center 
Theater. This musical captures the 
spirit of Mark Twain’s classic tale of 
Huckleberry Finn. (217) 422-6161. 

4-6, Spring Boat and Sportsman’s 
Expo 2000 at the Southern Illinois 
University Arena in Carbondale. This 
expo features 65,000 square feet packed 
with boats, archery, fishing equipment 
and tackle, ATVs, hunting gear, per¬ 
sonal watercrafts, wildlife art, adventure 
travel and taxidermy. The ultimate 
in comparison shopping - all under 
one roof. Also, featuring informative 
seminars, wildlife displays, a $500 cash 
giveaway on Friday night and door prizes 
every hour, (800) 526-1500. 

4- 6, Decatur Fishing Expo at the 
Decatur Civic Center. (217) 629-7077. 

5, “Blues in the Night” at the Kirkland 
Fine Arts Center in Decatur. A musical 
about three women who struggle to 
cure their misery through the blues. 
(217) 423-6318. 

5, Lincoln’s Birthday at the Mt. Pulaski 
Courthouse. (217) 732-8930. 

5- 6, IBO World Wide Turkey Qualifier 
Archery Match at the Trail of Tears 
Lodge in Jonesboro. (618) 833-8697. 

6, Lincoln’s Birthday Celebration 
in Danville. This celebration marking 
Lincoln’s birthday features a Lincoln 
impersonator, cake, exhibits and Civil 
War re-enactors. (217) 442-2922. 

:. v; r;- U; -J ;' gff 
Illinois Country Living publishes event 
listings as space allows, giving preference 
to events of regional or statewide 
interest. Event listings are provided by 
the event sponsors and the Illinois 
Bureau of Tourism. The magazine 
assumes no responsibility for the ac¬ 
curacy of information submitted for pub¬ 
lication and advises calling ahead to 
confirm dates and times. To be con¬ 
sidered for inclusion, send listings and 
photographs (If sending photographs 
please include self-addressed stamped 
envelope) to Illinois Datebook, Illinois 
Country Living, PO Box 3787, 
Springfield, IL 62708-3787. The dead¬ 
line for submission is 45 days prior to 
the publication date. 

6-7, French and Indian War Woodstalk 
in Prairie Du Rocher. (618) 284-7230. 

7, Guitar Concert Featuring Bill 
Schustic by the Maple Leaf Community 
Concert Series in Monmouth. 
(309) 734-3033. 

9- 13, “The Merry Widow” at the 
Albert Taylor Theatre, Millikin 
University in Decatur. The fate of a 
small country hangs perilously on 
the marriage plans of a beautiful and 
fabulously rich young widow. (217) 424- 
6318. 

10, Saluting the Boy Scouts of 
America in Freeport. Journey through 
90 years of scouting. (815) 232-0313. 

10- 13, Orchards, Trains, Planes and 
Stamp Show at the University Mall in 
Carbondale. This annual event is hosted 
by a partnership of stamp collectors, 
orchid growers and model train 
collectors. This event also offers 
quite a collection of items on exhibit. 
Model trains and miniature displays of 
cityscapes and rural areas are a big hit 
with the younger crowd. (800) 526- 
1500. 

12-13, Chocolate Festival at the 
Browning Mansion in Galesburg. This 
annual festival features commercial and 
homemade chocolates, tones, cakes, 
pies and creams. (309) 343-1194 or 
(309) 344-2839. 

12-13, Living History Weekend in 
Metropolis. The Massac Marines re¬ 
enact the 18th century life at the fort. 
(618) 524-9321. 

13, The 27th Annual Lincoln 
Symposium in Springfield. Scholars 
will speak on “Abraham Lincoln’s 
Reputation” in the Hall of 
Representatives at the Old State Capitol 
State Historic Site. (217) 782-2118. 

14, Valentine Craft Sale at Southern 
Illinois University in Carbondale. 
Valentine’s Craft Sale is your perfect 
opportunity to display and sell a wide 
variety of crafts. (800) 526-1500. 

16, John Deere Day in Monmouth. 
(309) 734'2265. 

16, “1776” at the Kirkland Fine Arts 
Center in Decatur. This musical presents 
a fine history lesson. The score is 
wonderful, dialogue witty and sets and 
costumes first rate. (217) 424-6318. 

18-20/24-27, “Greater Tune” at the 
Quincy Community Theater in Quincy. 
(217) 222-3209. 

18-20, Let’s Go Fishing Show in 
Quincy. (618) 931-5652. 

19, Instrumental Jazz Festival at the 
Kirkland Fine Art Center in Decatur. 
(217) 424-6318. 

20-27, International Festival at 
Southern Illinois University in 
Carbondale. Cultured persentations, 
forums and events arranged by the inter¬ 
national student population at Southern 
Illinois University in Carbondale. 
The culminating event of the 30-year 
tradition is an international buffet of 
foods from around the globe. (800) 526- 
1500. 

21, Downtown Bridal Walk in 
Effingham. Displays include floral 
decorations, fashions, photography, 
furnishings, travel, video and cakes, 
giveaways and refreshments. (217) 342- 
3106. 

25, Lynn Jordan and the Shivers at 
Richland Community College in 
Decatur. (217) 875-7200. 

25-27, Decatur Area Home Builders 
Association Home Show at the 
Hickory Point Mall, Forsyth. Visit the 
Decatur area home builders for one-stop 
shopping. Fill all your construction and 
remodeling needs. (217) 875-0080. 

25, International Craft Bazaar 
at Southern Illinois University in 
Carbondale. Pottery, jewelry, tapestries 
and Henna tattoo artists are but a few 
attractions that will make this year’s 
International Bazaar fun and enjoyable. 
This event is open to all vendors who 
sell arts and craft items with an inter¬ 
national flair. (800) 526-1500. 

26, Mardi Gras 2000 in Downtown 
Decatur. Celebrate Mardi Gras with 
New Orleans style food, jazz and zydeco 
music, beads and fun. (217) 423-3475. 

Roving Retreats 
What do you do to escape from the 

monotony of everyday living? If you have 
a favorite weekend get-away, we’d love to 
hear about it. Please send information and 
photos to Illinois Datebook Editor, Illinois 
Country Living, PO Box 3787 Springfield, 
IL 62708-3787. 

What makes this place so special? 
What do you like to do there? When is 
the best time to go? Does it offer any 
activities for children, or is it a romantic 
get-away? Your favorite place could 
be picked as a Datebook feature in an 
upcoming issue. 
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Mobile Home 
Owners: ROOF KING 

Mobile Home Super Insulated 
Roof Over Systems 

40 Year Warranty 
Factory Direct From Roof King 

1 -800-748-0645 

Advertisement 

Are you over 55? 

“It s All Free 
for Seniors” 

Washington DC (Special) An 
amazing new report out today reveals 
thousands of little-known Govern¬ 
ment give-aways for people over 55. 

Records show that each year, 
many of these benefits are NOT given 
away simply because people don't 
know they're available... and the gov¬ 
ernment doesn't advertise them. 

There are details about getting free 
prescription drugs, dental care, legal 
help, free money to remodel your 
home, how to get paid to travel, and 
much, much more. 

Many of these fabulous freebies can 
be yours regardless of your income or 
assets. 

You can learn more by simply 
writing for MORE information. To 
get your copy, send your name and 
address today to: Free for Seniors, 
Dept. ESI249, 718-12th St. N.W., 
Box 24500, Canton, Ohio 44701. To 
help us cover printing and postage, 
$1 would be appreciated, but not 
necessary. ©1999 TCOFSOI 29s 10 

WorkSAVER! 
BackSAVER! 

The DR® POWERWAGON™ is great news for 
homeowners who are tired of straining their 
backs and muscles carrying heavy loads with 
inadequate wheelbarrows and garden carts. The 
DR® is POWER-DRIVEN so it does the 
work — not your amis and back. |A««fe 
MULTIPLE SPEEDS for powering 
up hills! DISC BRAKES 
control your speed going down. 
DUMP BED makes 
for easy 
of gravel, 
soil, fire¬ 
wood, and 
rocks. 
Ride-on 
option 
avail¬ 
able. 

So, WHY 
RISK 
straining 
your back 
and muscles? 

CMOT 

WAY! 
4.5 & 6 HP Models Available! 

j Please mail this coupon today for FREE DETAILS about the | 
1 Revolutionary DR® POWERWAGON” including prices andi 
j specifications of Manual and Electric-Starting Models, and “Off- [ 
1 Season” Savings now in effect. There is no obligation. 
Name_ 

Address 
WCG 

City  State ZIP  

COUNTRY HOME PRODUCTS®, Dept. 5687N 
Meigs Road, RO. Box 25, Vergennes, VT 05491 

__ www.drpowerwagon.com  

FLOWERING SHRUBS 1-2FT 

•Red Crape Myrtle $ 1.98ea. 

Forsythia (yeUow) 1.29ea. 

P.G. Hydrangea (wh) 1.85ea. 

Red Flow. Quince 1.98ea. 

Japanese Snowball 1.98ea. 

RedWeigela 1.98ea. 

Name: 

Address: 

SUGAR MAPLE 3-5’ 

VINES & GROUNDCOVERS 

TULIP TREE 3-5’ I LCMBARDY RTJUAR 24’ 

-5’ WFEHNGWHILW24’ SILVER MAPLE 3-5’ I AMER. REDBUD 24’ 

WHITE DOGWOOD 2-4 

Order Today ! By mail or by phone 931-668-4870 

City 

WHITE BIRCH 3-5 

RED MAPLE 3 

LEE’S NURSERY 
PO BOX 489-G, McMinnville, TN 371H 

YrxfCf Please send my order as indicated xtio. for this planting season. Enclosing 
planting instructions & each variety labeled. 

Ship By USPS-Priority Mail or UPS. 

Phone: ( 

Hummingbird Vine, 1 ft $ 1.29 ea. 
Hall’s Japanese Honeysuckle, 1 ft. . $ 1.29 ea. 
Wisteria, 6-12 in S 1.98 ea. 
Vinca Minor, 1 yr. 100 for $12.00 
English Ivy, 4-6 in 10 for $ 8.00 
Purple Wintercreeper, 6-12 in. 10 for$ 9.00 

FRUIT & NUT TREES 2-4FT 
Red Delicious Apple . $4.49ea. 
Yel. Delicious Apple . 4.49ea. 
Black Walnut  2.98ea. 

•Chinese Chestnut  5.98ea. __ 

ORNAMENTAIA SHADE TREES 
•Bradford Pear, 2-4’  $9.95 ea. 
•Ginkgo Biloba, 2-4’ 7.98 ea. 
•Kwanzan (Pink) Cherry, 2-4’ . . 7.98 ea. 
•Yoshino (White) Cherry, 2-4’ . 7.98 ea. 

■ Magnolia Soulangeana, 6-12” . 3.98 ea. 
Pin or Scarlet Oak, 3-5’ 3.49 ea. 
Willow or Sawtooth, 3-5’ 3.49 ea. 

GRAPES $2.98ea. Any 10 for $29.00 
Concord, blue-black Catawba, red 
•Niagara, white Fredonia, black 

I Nursery grown plants, 1-2 yr. old, inspected by the TN Dept, of Agriculture. We ship plants packed well to reach you in healthy condition. Shipping I 
season: Mid-Oct. to Mid-May. If any plant is received in bad condition notify us within 30 days of delivery for free replacement-(no charges). ONE 

| YEAR GUARANTEE: If any plant fails to live within one year of delivery we replace free, we do ask that you pay the $6.00 shipping and handling fee. 

EVERGREENS & HEDGES 1-2 FT 

•Can. Hemlock . $1.49 ea/l() for $14.00 
•Red Cedar $1.49 ea/10 for $ 14.00 
White Pines ... $1.49 ea/10 for $14.00 

.South Privet Hedge ... 25 for $ 8.95 
Burning Bush 
1-2 ft $2.00 ea. II I Enclosed(Check/Money Order)or 

| | charge to Q Visa QMCQ Disc 

Exp. Date: 

LEE’S NURSERY P.O. BOX 489-G • MCMINNVILLE, TN 37111 

Otv Item Qty Item Cost J* 
Amer. Redbud "WKitc"hirc!i  | 
Wh. Dogwood Tulip Tree 
Silver Maple Red Maple 
Sugar Maple Weeping Willow 
Lombardy Poplar 
Trees $1.98 ea. or 10 for $19.00 
Concord Catawba 

1 Niagara Fredonia 
1 Grapes $2.98 ea or 10 for $29.00 ■ 

Evergreens & Hedges 

1 (J. Hemlock Red Cedar 
1 White Pine South Privet 
1 Burning Bush 1 

Flowering Shrub 1 
Forsythia R. Crape Myrtle 
Red Weigela Red FI. Quince 1 
Jap. Snowball P.G. Hydrangea 
Vines & Groundcovers |l 
Vinca Minor H. Honeysuckle A 
Wisteria C. Bittersweet 
English Ivy P. Wintercreeper |i 

1 Hummingbird Vine 
1 Fruit & Nut Trees 

1 Red Del. Apple Yel. Del. Apple I 
Black Walnut C. Chestnut 

1 Ornamental & Shade Trees | 
1 Bradford Pear Ginkgo Biloba 
1 Yoshino Cherry Kwanzan Cherry 1 
1 Sawtooth Oak Pin Oak II 

Scarlet Oak Willow Oak 
1 Magnolia Soulangeana 

Subtotal 

Postage 
Pkg & Hndl $ 6.001 

Grand Total 

_ JWajil^or^honejroda^931 -668-4870 J 



UNEARTH 
GREAT SAVINGS 

Geothermal Systems by 
ClimateMaster 

With a geothermal heating and cooling system 
from ClimateMaster, lowering your heating, 
cooling and hot water costs will be a snap . . . 
without sacrificing reliability or comfort. 

Working with a specially designed underground earth 
loop system, a ClimateMaster geothermal unit utilizes the 
Earth’s near constant temperature to exchange energy 
between the Earth and your home for heating and cooling 

ClimateMaster Geothermal Systems 
Designed by the Industry's Most Talented Team 

Atteberry & Marshall 
Charleston, IL, 217-348-8888 
Sullivan, IL, 217-752-6867 

Basham Electric, 
Geothermal Specialist 
Humbolt, IL, 217-234-9774 

Bryan's Heating & A/C 
Murphysboro, IL, 618-684-6002 

Davis Electric 
Rushville, IL 217-322-6677 

Fowler Heating & Cooling 
Marion, IL, 618-997-5288 

Read's Heating, 
A/C & Refrigeration 
Olney, IL, 618-393-4102 

Sigman Heating & 
Air Conditioning 
Belleville, IL, 618-234-4343 

Bauer Comfort Center, Inc. 
Cissna Park, IL, 815-457-2589 

Bob's Plumbing & Heating 
Macomb, IL, 309-833-2315 

Bosco Mechanical 
Belleville, IL, 618-235-7463 

Bratcher Heating & 
Air Conditioning, Inc. 
Bloomington/Normal, IL, 
309-454-1611 

Garber Heating & 
Air Conditioning 
Morton, IL, 309-266-9372 

Jesse Heating and 
Air Conditioning 
Decatur, IL, 217-422-1744 
Champaign, IL, 217-352-8511 

Kuchefski Heating & A/C, Inc. 
Danville, IL, 217-442-1454 

New Air 

Snell Enterprises, Inc. 
Virden, IL, 217-965-3911 

Stevens Heating & 
Air Conditioning 
Quincy, IL, 217-222-5220 

Thomas Plumbing & 
Heating Company 
Galesburg, IL, 309-343-1101 

Town & Country Services 
Tonica, IL, 815-442-3415 

Girard, IL, 217-965-5578 

Bob Nussbaum Plumbing 
& Heating 
Fairbury, IL, 815-692-2042 

Vinson & Sill Plumbing, 
Heating, & Electric 
Lima, IL, 217-985-5100 

CLIMATEMASTER 
Or Call 1-888-436-3783 

for the Dealer Nearest You! 
© ClimateMaster 1/00 To learn more about the advantages of geothermal heating and cooling, see us at www.enertechinc.com 



T’rv» n/~\ CaUtoUfreel-800-806-8990 ext BB786 1 111 oU LU1111 Lie 11L   _ _ _www;weck.craVace_   

you’ll love my 
84b. Greek XL, Name 

Address 

State 

Or Mail In This Coupon Today BB786 

□ Yes, please call me to arrange a free 30-day home trial of the new Greek XL 

and send me $10 for taking the Greek Challenge. I understand I will receive the Super 

Compact Canister vacuum free with purchase. 

□ Please send me a free information kit on the amazing 8-pound Greek XL. 

□ Also include details of Greek’s 12-month Payment Plan. No Interest or Finance Charge. 

Tel ( 

Nothing gets by an Greek.® 
Greek Direct, LLC 100 Plantation Road, New Orleans, LA 70123 

You don’t love vacuuming. You’re sick of going back and forth 

over the same spot for 5 minutes just to pick up a corn flake. 

You’re fed up with wrestling around chairs 

and up and down stairs. 

Hi, I’m 

David Greek. 

To prove to you 

that my vacuum is 

better than yours, 

I’ll give you $10 

to take the Greek Challenge and try my amazing 8-lb. 

Greek XL® absolutely free for 30 days. If you don’t love 

it, you don’t keep it. Just send in the coupon or call today. 

No questions asked, no hassles, no salesman will ever visit. 

But keep the $10. 

This is the 8-lb. vacuum that’s taking America by storm. 

It’s the vacuum that keeps the carpets spotless in thousands 

of luxury hotels, airports, offices and millions of private 

homes. Plus, the Greek XL is rated #1 in pick-up performance 

by a leading international testing institute. 

At 8 lbs., this ingenious, top-fill, hypo-allergenic vacu¬ 

um is the lightest full-size upright available. And it’s backed by 

one of the strongest warranties in the industry: 10 years on the 

housing against breakage or burnout. 

Call now, and you’ll also get to try my Greek Super 

Compact Canister absolutely free. It’s the 5-lb. dynamo you’ve 

seen on TV pick up a 16-lb. bowling ball. It’s great for those hard- 

to-reach, hard-to-get-to places. And it’s yours free with purchase of 

the American-made 8-lb. Greek XL. 

So take the Greek Challenge and get $10 just for trying a 

better vacuum. My incredibly light, incredibly powerful Greek XL. 

©1999 ORECK HOLDINGS, LLC. All Rights Reserved. 
All trademarks arc owned and used under the authorization of Greek Holdings, LLC. 



Amazing 3 Colored Rose of Sharon! 
Here’s a first: a bushy shrub with giant pink, white and 
blue flowers busily blooming for you all summer long. 
No neighbor, friend or relative has this breathtaking tri¬ 
color combination of 2 and 4 inch blooms. What’s more, 
this unique three-in-one Rose of Sharon thrives in all 
areas of the country thanks to its Holy Land Heritage. 
With full sun and well-drained soil, it grows 10 to 12 feet 
tall, vibrantly coloring in any landscaping plan. Order 
yours today, while supplies last! 2-1/4" pot. 

In 3 Colors! 
You’ll enjoy fragrant flowers in white, red and lavender, 
plus the clouds of colorful butterflies that flock to them! 
This stunning decorative wonder will draw compliments all 
summer long. Plant this spring and your Butterfly Bush will 
bloom profusely this summer. Plant in well-drained soil in 
full sun to partial shade. Grows 10' - 12' tall. 3-1/2" pot. 

One bush blooms in pink, blue & red! 
All Hydrangeas are stunning, but this rare beauty is three times as love¬ 
ly. Why? Because we’ve found a way to make it bloom in three breath¬ 
taking colors. It’s true. Every summer, this unique Tri-color Hydrangea 
will cover itself in colorful giant clusters of pink, blue and red. Just plant 
in rich soil. This lovely ornamental shrub will thrive and grow up to 6' 
tall in sun or shade. Order now! 3-1/2" pot. 

MICHIGAN BULB COMPANY 
1950 Waldorf N.W., Grand Rapids, MI 49550 

"V/TIJCl Please send me the order indicated 
X X-jv3i below for planting this spring. My pur¬ 
chase is covered by your Lifetime Guarantee. 

PLEASE PRINT BJ 6137 G 8 

QTY. ITEM # ITEM COST 

26765 3-in-l Rose of Sharon - $5.99 ea. 

58222 3-in-l Butterfly Bush - $5.99 ea. 

20883 Tri-Color Hydrangea - $5.99 ea. 

89953 3-in-l Collection - $11.97 (Save $6!) 
(includes one of each) 

□ Payment enclosed, plus 
$2.90 for postage and 
handling. 

□ Bill on my credit card, plus 
$2.90 postage and handling. 
Indicate below which credit 
card you wish to be billed on, 
credit card number and 
expiration date. 

□ VISA □ MasterCard □ American Expresj 

Credit Card *   

Subtotal 

Postage & handling 

SALES TAX: 
MI add 6% 

TN add 8.25% 
MO add 5.725% 

GRAND TOTAL 

$ 2.90 

□ Discover/NOVUS 

Expiration Date 

Thank you for your order! 

FREE PLANTING GUIDE 


