


100K AT WHAT YOU CAM DO WITH THIS 

The AUSTREE is perfect for: 
• Windbreaks • Shade Trees 
• Noise Barriers • Dust Barriei 
• Privacy Screens • Erosion Con 
• Hedges • Landscaping 
• Wildlife Habitat • Snow Fence 

Jvsf look at what our 
customers feawe to say 
about the Austree®, 
“WE PLANTED THESE TREES IN A DROUGHT 
FOUR YEARS AGO. AFTER CONTINUED CARE 
AND GOOD RAINS, AS YOU CAN SEE, THEY ARE 
OVER 35 FEET TALL. YOU HAVE A GREAT 
PRODUCT!!! THE WORST THING IS I CAN’T 
HOLD ON TO MY AUSTREE BROCHURE.” 

DARLENE B., PEOTONE, IL 

“ I THINK I UNDERESTIMATED HOW MUCH 
THESE DARN TREES WOULD GROW! I HAVE GOTTEN 13 FEET IN EXACTLY ONE YEAR TO 
THE DAY I PLANTED. WHAT A BEAUTIFUL TREE ROW I HAVE. I REALLY LIKE MY KIOWA 
GIANTS, TOO.” 

CHARLIE B., SPRINGFIELD, IL 
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CAN GROW UP TO 15 FEET PER YEAR! 
WE SELL OUT OF TREES EVERY YEAR, ORDERS WILL BE 

FILLED ON A FIRST COME FIRST SERVED BASIS! 

THE AUSTREE® HYBRID IS THE MOST 
I AM TRULY AMAZED AT THE GROWTH OF MY AUSTREES. IN THREE MONTHS I 

HAVE GOTTEN SIX FEET OF GROWTH. BY MY SIMPLE MATH THAT IS TWO FEET A 
MONTH! I LOOK FORWARD TO MANY YEARS OF WATCHING THESE TREES ‘ADD’.” 

IRA P., SPARTA, IL 

SOUGHT AFTER WINDBREAK AND 
PRIVACY TREE IN AMERICA! 

II JYES! Please send my FREE 12 page color AUSTREE* brochure! 
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DON'T WAIT • SUPPLIES ARE UNITED! 

NEW! 
Three Colored Tree Varieties: 
GOLDPANNER •RAPIDMERLOT 

KIOWA GIANT 

Address, 

City  State Zip 

AUSfREE 
Telephone 

VISIT US ON THE INTERNET AT: http://www.rmausa.com 
Mail this coupon to: 

Rocky Mountain Austree®, Inc. 
RO. Box 9307 • Colorado Springs, CO 80932 ILREA 
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COM STORY 
11 Rural Illinois — Kid’s care rare there 

On the cover: Tina Cotterell, in the 

middle of the back row, is owner and 

operator of Tender Moments Care, a 

rural day-care center near Sumner, and 

she’s a small part of the solution to a 

big problem: affordable rural day care. 

Danette Paddick, and her daughter, 

Macey, are at left. Danette, who works part time in Vincennes, says she’d have a 

real struggle finding care for her three kids - and juggling transportation - if she 

couldn’t take them to Tina’s place for quality care. 
Illinois Country Living is a monthly 

publication serving the com¬ 
munications needs of 21 locally 
owned, not-for-profit Illinois electric 
cooperatives. Over 150,000 families 
receive the magazine as part of their 
electric cooperative membership. 
Monthly columns and stories 
provide information about topics 
and issues that affect the quality 
of their lives. 

Illinois Country Living (USPS 
number 258-420) is published 
monthly and is the official pub¬ 
lication of the Association of Illinois 
Electric Cooperatives, 6460 South 
Sixth Frontage Road, Springfield, 
IL 62707. The cost is $2.40 plus 
postage per year for members of sub¬ 
scribing cooperatives and $5 per year 
for all others. Periodical postage 
paid at Springfield, Illinois, and 
additional mailing offices. 

POSTMASTER; Send address 
changes to: Illinois Country 
Living, P.O. Box 3787, Springfield, 
Illinois 62708. 

CO-OP MEMBERS: When 
requesting an address change, please 
include the name of your cooperative. 
Telephone: (217) 529-5561 

Advertising and editorial inquiries 
should be directed to Illinois 
Country Living, P.O. Box 3787, 
Springfield, Illinois 62708. National 
advertising representative: The 
Weiss Group, 13751 Lake City Way 
NE, Suite 102, Seattle, WA 98125. 
Acceptance of advertising by 1CL 
does not imply endorsement by the 
publisher or the electric cooperatives 
of Illinois of the product or service 
advertised. Advertisers are screened 
by the publisher and every effort 
is made to protect the subscriber, 
but ICL is not responsible for the 
performance of the product or 
service advertised. 

EDITORS: Articles appearing in 
Illinois Country Living may be 
reprinted upon consent of the 
editor. For permission phone (217) 
529-5561 or write to John Lowrey, 
editor, Illinois Country Living, P.O. 
Box 3787, Springfield, IL 62708. 

DEPARTMENTS 
4 ILLINOIS COMMENTARY 

Cooperatives can provide economic answers to many of the financial questions 

facing rural America. In this month’s commentary, Paul Hazcn, president and 

CEO of the National Cooperative Business Association, explains how the United 

States Department of Agriculture is promoting new cooperative businesses in areas 

ranging from child care to recreation. 

6 ILLINOIS CURRENTS 
Corn Belt Electric and Illinois Valley Electric cooperatives merge, DCCA 

announces grant deadlines, new national energy cooperative launched, web site 

locates used farm equipment for sale, electric safety for kids on the Internet. 

16 SAFETY AROUND YOUR HOME 
Defend your home against an insidious intruder - carbon monoxide gas. 

18 YOUR YARD AND GARDEN 
Experiencing plant problems? You may be rooted in the wrong area code. 

20 TODAY’S TECHNOLOGY AND YOU 
Radiant heat leads to happy feet and allergy-free warmth in winter. 

24 ILLINOIS’ FINEST COOKING 
Warm up your plate with a Hot Chicken Salad recipe from the Friends of the 

Palestine Library, then top off your meal with Apple Crisp for dessert, recipe 

supplied by Institutional Management Classes I & II of Griggsville High School. 

28 ILLINOIS MARKETPLACE 
32 ILLINOIS DATEB00K 

Get a bird’s eye view of migrating eagles from the Chain of Rocks Bridge, take your 

sweetheart snowshoeing, view poetry and pictures Under a Prairie Moon, listen to 

Lincoln Lectures, go fishing for tackle at any number of angler’s expos. 

Touchstone Energy" 
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Illinois 

COMMENTARY 
Co-op solution for rural America’s economic crisis 

Communities all across rural America are once 
again caught in the grip of an economic crisis. 

Low commodity prices, global competition and the 
flight of capital have all contributed to the current 
economic situation. The U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) estimates that 1998 net income 
for U.S. farmers has declined by $7.9 billion since 

last year and tens 
of thousands of 
farmers hover 
on the brink of 
economic ruin. 

In mid- 
October, Congress 
and President 
Clinton agreed to 
$6 billion in emer¬ 
gency funding 
for farmers and 
ranchers. This 
funding will help 
to avoid an im¬ 
mediate economic 
catastrophe that 

could extend beyond the farm gate and seriously 
impact many rural communities. While this emer¬ 
gency funding is important, it does not address the 
long-term economic issues facing rural America. The 
dismantling of traditional farm support programs and 
the emerging world economy demand that the United 
States adopt new economic strategies if rural America is 
to grow and prosper in the 21st Century. 

I believe that an excellent way to build a stronger, 
more stable rural economy is to support the expanded 
use of cooperatives. Co-ops are a proven form of 
business that bring economic benefits to people and 
communities all across America. Today, there are over 
47,000 cooperatives in the United States with over 
120 million members. In many rural communities, 
cooperatives power an economic engine that helps 

Paul Hazen is president and CEO of the National 
Cooperative Business Association. Since joining the NCSA 
staff in 1987, he’s served as chief operating officer, vice 
president for membership and cooperative development, 
vice president of government relations, and director of 
consumer cooperatives. 

4 

farmers process and market their products and 
provides farm supplies, electricity, telecommunica¬ 
tions, credit and insurance. In addition, since 
cooperatives are owned and controlled by their 
members, their operations are tailored to meet local 
needs with profits either returned to members or 
reinvested in the cooperative. They help keep more 
dollars at home in rural communities. 

On October 29 at the Cooperative Development 
Forum sponsored by the National Cooperative 
Business Association (NCBA), USDA took a major 
step to help strengthen the nation’s cooperative busi¬ 
ness sector. At that Atlanta conference, USDA Under 
Secretary for Rural Development Jill Long Thompson 
announced that USDA will set aside $200 million 
from its Business and Industry Loan Guarantee 
program in 1999 to promote new cooperative 
businesses. A priority will be given to supporting 
rural cooperatives that create or preserve good jobs 
and which engage in the production of value-added 
products. But a wide variety of cooperatives can 
qualify, such as child care, health care and recreation 
cooperatives, to name a few. Under this USDA 
program, cooperative leaders first seek a loan from a 
financial institution in their area, and the lender in 
turn applies to USDA, which guarantees from 60 to 
80 percent of the loan. I believe that this USDA 
initiative will lead to many cooperative success stories 
across America. 

Cooperative success stories come in all sizes 
and shapes. Consider Kansas City-based Farmland 
Industries, one of the largest farmer-owned co¬ 
operatives in North America. Nearly 500,000 
independent family farmers own the 1,400 local co¬ 
operatives that encompass the Farmland system, 
organized in 1929. Today the cooperative is a Fortune 
500 company with sales of more than $10 billion 
annually. Farmland is a fully integrated food company 
owned and controlled by farmers and ranchers for 
their long-term economic benefit. This cooperative sys¬ 
tem enables farmer members to: 1) lower their unit 
production costs; 2) increase market access; and 
3) secure higher prices for their farm products. 
Farmland markets value-added farm products in the 
United States and around the world, thus giving U.S. 
farmers access to a global marketplace. 
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The cooperative success formula is also 
increasingly on display in the Upper Midwest and 
Northern Plains, where a cooperative renaissance is 
underway. A number of new farmer-owned, value- 
added cooperatives have been formed in this region 
in recent years to help members earn a greater share of 
the consumer food dollar. The Dakota Growers Pasta 
Company is an excellent example. Since its formation 
in 1993 by 1,040 durum wheat farmers, members have 
increased their income by processing their crop into 
pasta. Members succeeded because they took control of 
their capital resources and built a $41 million durum 
mill and pasta plant, which they own and control. Dakota 
farmers now compete in the global marketplace with 
their own value-added products and the economic 
benefits extend throughout the local economy. 

The cooperative answer to meeting people’s needs 
is found in all areas of the economy. Good employees 
are essential for business success and economic 
development. The availability of child care is often 
essential for creating an adequate pool of good 
employees. That is what drove three of the largest 
employers in Shawano, Wis., — 21st Century 
Genetics, Shawano Medical Center and Little 
Rapids Corp. — to form the Shawano Employers’ 
Development Cooperative. The cooperative operates 
Kids in the Kountry, which offers childcare for over 
100 children from 5:30 a.m. to 11:30 p.m. Four 
parents and one representative from each of the 

organizing businesses serve on the seven-member 
board of directors, which ensures the success of the 
center in meeting its members’ need for child care. 

Another example of the power of cooperatives can 
be found in the rural Georgia community of Dawson, 
where USDA last year provided a $1.4 million loan 
guarantee to reopen a closed textile plant as an 
employee-owned cooperative. Many of the 200 textile 
workers who had lost their jobs are now back at work, 
and the small rural community where most live 
avoided a near-fatal economic blow. 

NCBA, working with partners such as USDA, 
hopes to replicate these successes using the co¬ 
operative business model for rural people facing 
similar challenges. Rural America can reduce the like¬ 
lihood of future economic crises by forming more co¬ 
operatives that invest in long-term economic benefits 
for their members. We need to build cooperative busi¬ 
nesses that are locally owned and controlled, that can 
compete in a global economy and return the economic 
benefits to producers. As Under Secretary Long 
Thompson explained in her announcement, “The 
cooperative way of doing business is a significant 
strategy to address the economic problems and chal¬ 
lenges of agriculture and rural America.” In short, 
cooperatives are an economic tool that offers enor¬ 
mous potential for improving the economy and 
quality of life in rural America. 

Mobile Home 
Owners: ROOF KING 

Mobile Home Super Insulated 
Roof Over Systems 

40 Year Warranty 
Factory Direct From Roof King 

1 -800-748-0645 

■ Ideal as a shop, garage & vehicle storage 
■ Protect your investments economically 
■ Up to 80’ wide, unlimited lengths 

CALL FOR SIZES 

Limited time offer 

800/581-5843 

METAL BUILDING SUPPUi MSk 
Why Pay More! 

KffBf— jr~j 
Your Volume Sales Leader! 

29 Ga. Kynar Paint Systems Per SqL.AH Colors $55.50 Examples ft. Sheet only $13.88 

29 Ga. Siliconized Polyester Paint Systems Per Sq. Aii Colors.. $43.75 Example 8 ft. Sheet only $11.25 

26 Ga. Commercial Hi-Rib PerSq^aaaS^49-95 Example 8 ft. Sheet only $13.03 

29 Ga. Commodity White PerSq $39.95 Example 8 ft. Sheet only $10.27 

Seconds & Discontinued Items Call for Availability 

Stop paying for waste, we cut in inch increments 
from 3“ to 48°. No minimum order. 

NATIONWIDE DELIVERY ONLY $75 

Largest selection available! 
Evergreen and Hardwood Tree Seedlings 

Landscape Shrubs * Ground Covers 

Native and Wetland Plants 

Individually Packaged Tree Seedlings 
for Earth Day and Special Occasions 

We ship to all U.S. States and Canada. 

(PLEASE PRINT) 

Name  

Address  

City  

State Zip  

MUSSER FORESTS, INC. DePt.77-B99 

P0 Box 340 • Indiana, PA 15701 -0340 
(800)643-8319 ' FAX (412) 465-9893 
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Illinois 

CURRENTS ♦ News ♦ Legislation 4 Trends + Research 4 

Co-op members vote to merge 
Members of Corn Belt Electric Co¬ 

operative voted on November 10 to an¬ 
nex Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative 
(IVEC) into a new corporation to be 
known as Corn Belt Energy Corpora¬ 
tion, with headquarters in the current 
Bloomington facility. The election was 
held during a special meeting at the In¬ 
terstate Center in Bloomington. 

Members of the Princeton-based 
IVEC also voted, on the same day, to 
merge into Corn Belt Energy Corpora¬ 
tion. Members at both elections voted 
“yes” to the tune of more than 90 per¬ 
cent, with fewer than 10 percent oppos¬ 
ing the merger, which went into effect 
January 1. 

The new organization will have ap¬ 
proximately 24,000 members on about 
4,800 miles of line. The merged organi¬ 
zation will have combined assets of more 

than $87 million. 
Jeffrey D. Reeves, president/CEO of 

Corn Belt, said both co-ops would ben¬ 
efit, largely from economies of scale, 
partly by sharing overlapping office ser¬ 
vices, and partly by the opportunities 
they will have to get into other business 
ventures as electric utility competition 
grows. 

Tim “Kris” Christensen, president/ 
CEO of IVEC, will serve in the newly 
created position of senior vice president 
Christensen noted that shared services, 
combined purchasing, common account¬ 
ing, centralized billing and reduced cost 
of administration should bring savings 
of about $5.5 million to IVEC members 
over the next 10 years, with savings of 
approximately $4.4 million accruing to 
Corn Belt members in the same time 
frame. 

Web site helps 
farmers find 

used equipment 
Deere &L Company has introduced a 

no-cost Internet-based service that will 
allow farmers to search, locate, and ne¬ 
gotiate for used equipment on-line. 
Called MachineFinder, it’s the first na¬ 
tionwide on-line service for used agri¬ 
culture equipment. You can access the 
site at www.machinefinder.com. 

After web surfers find the equipment 
they want to buy, they can negotiate di¬ 
rectly with the seller online or make ar¬ 
rangements for their local John Deere 
dealer to get involved in the purchase. 
Bill Holstun, manager of remarketing 
services at Deere & Company, said farm¬ 
ers without an Internet connection can 
access the site at a local Deere dealer¬ 
ship. 

The site allows users to search for 
used equipment by category, manufac¬ 
turer, year, and other criteria. Each 
match has a detailed description of the 
machine as well as photos from various 
angles. If there are no matches for a 
query, the system will alert the customer 
via e-mail, phone or fax when a machine 
he or she has been looking for is added 
to the system. 

Cooperative 
Catalog now 

available 
The Cooperative Catalog features a 

variety of resources about cooperatives, 
including books, videos and educational 
packets produced by cooperatives 
throughout North America. To order, 
contact the National Cooperative Busi¬ 
ness Association, 1401 New York Av¬ 
enue N.W., Suite 1100, Washington, 
D.C. 20005-2160. For more informa¬ 
tion, send e-mail to jstevenson@ncba. 

org or visit the website at www. 
cooperative.org. 

Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative members asked questions then approved the merger by 

an overwhelming 90 percent. 

Electric safety for 
kids on web . 

The Rural Utilities Service has launched a website ^ 

dealing with electric safety for kids. Kids can find safety 

tips and educational materials about electrical power, tele 

communications and clean water at www.usda.gov/rus/ 

educate/ruskids.htm. 
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Police Corps Program 
to be established at WIU 

A new Police Corps Program in Illi¬ 
nois, funded by the United States Of¬ 
fice of Justice Programs, will be housed 
at Western Illinois University, accord¬ 
ing to WIU department of law enforce¬ 
ment and justice administration (LEJA) 
officials. 

The Police Corps is designed to in¬ 
crease the number of community police 
with advanced education and training, 
and put them in the communities where 
they are most needed, said Robert 
Fischer, WIU LEJA professor and direc¬ 
tor of the Illinois Police Corps. The pro¬ 
gram operates in 23 states and offers 
scholarships to college students commit¬ 
ted to completing a bachelor’s degree and 
providing four years of police service. 
The Police Corps Program also requires 
that all participants complete 16 weeks 
of Police Corps Academy training. 

“This is a wonderful opportunity for 
any student interested in law enforce¬ 
ment,” Fischer added. “With the pro¬ 
gram housed at WIU, we are responsible 
for developing, in cooperation with ex¬ 
isting academies and the Illinois Law 
Enforcement Training and Standards 
Board, a 640-hour Police Corps Acad- 

n emy. 
The Illinois program will receive 

funding for 20 students. Individuals 
completing their degrees and the aca¬ 
demic training will be certified as po¬ 
lice officers and will be assigned to patrol 
in communities selected by the training 
board. To be eligible, a student must 
enroll fulltime at a four-year college or 
university. The program is not limited 
to law enforcement majors. For more 
information, contact Robert Fischer at 
(309) 298-2266. 

Habitat for 
Humanity goes 

geothermal 
Four new homes built in Aber¬ 

deen, NC, by Habitat for Humanity 
are using geothermal systems. Geo¬ 
thermal technology has traditionally 
been used in upper income homes 
and commercial installations. How¬ 
ever, with the aid of organizations like 
the Geothermal Heat Pump Consor¬ 
tium (GHPC) and WaterFurnace In¬ 
ternational, geothermal technology is 
being made available to the people 
who need it most — those with lim¬ 
ited disposable incomes. These Habi¬ 
tat homes are among the first in the 
Southeastern United States to use the 
earth’s energy to provide year-round 
heating and cooling comfort while 
saving on utility bills. 

With advancements in the tech¬ 
nology, growing utility support and 
better consumer education, geother¬ 
mal heating and cooling is becom¬ 
ing a preferred method of providing 
excellent home comfort year-round. 
Geothermal systems, which produce 
four to five times more energy than 
they consume, offer better comfort 
and lower energy costs than conven¬ 
tional systems because they transfer 
heat from the Earth rather than pro¬ 
duce it. For more information about 
geothermal systems, call 1 (800) 
GEO-SAVE. 

DCCA announces 1999 
grant deadlines 

The Community Development Assistance Program (CDAP) application dead¬ 

lines have been set for Program Year 1999. According to Norm Sims, director of 

the Department of Commerce and Community Affairs (DCCA), approximately 

$37 million will be available this year through the seven CDAP components. Units 

of local government In communities with a population under 50,000 that are not 

located in one of the eight urban counties (Cook, Will, DuPage, Kane, McHenry, 

Lake, Madison and St. Clair) may apply. 

Community leaders, administrators, engineers and consultants interested in 

applying for CDAP funding during 1999 are urged to attend the 1999 CDAP Grant 

Writing Workshop, scheduled for February 3 In Springfield. For more informa¬ 

tion, contact DCCA at (217) 785-6142. 

USDA provides $200 million 
boost for co-op development 

In an attempt to stimulate a new wave of rural eco¬ 
nomic development, the U.S. Department of Agricul¬ 
ture is allocating $200 million to support the creation 
of cooperatives during 1999. This is double the amount 
of money which USDA set aside from its Business and 
Industry Guaranteed Loan fund during 1998. 

“USDA will be backing loans for a wide variety of 
rural cooperatives, including farmer-owned co-ops that 
process raw crops into value-added products and con¬ 
sumer-owned coops that provide services such as daycare 

and credit,” said Dan Glickman, agriculture secretary. 
Cooperatives in rural areas may use the guaranteed 

loans to invest in machinery and equipment, real estate, 
or for working capital. Family farmers can use loan guar¬ 
antees to help pay for stock in a start-up cooperative 
that processes their agricultural commodity into a value- 
added product. For more information contact a USDA 
Rural Development office, or USDA’s Rural Business- 
Cooperative Service in Washington, D.C., at (202) 720- 
0813. 
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Farm animal video for kids 
When Dieterlch farmer Darrell Garbe noticed how much his nieces 

and nephew from the city loved his farm, he guessed other kids 

would have the same reaction. So, in addition to producing corn 

and soybeans, Garbe 

produced a 30-mlnute 

video designed to pro¬ 

vide children with a 

wholesome, entertain¬ 

ing, and educational 

look at barnyard ani¬ 

mals. 

Garbe’s tape, Barn¬ 

yard Animals, follows 

four children, ranging 

in age from two to 10, 

as they visit farmyard 

animals. Garbe, who 

grew up on a farm be¬ 

fore getting a Master’s 

degree from UCLA, 

picked up video production skills while working for major ad agen¬ 

cies In Los Angeles. He put those skills to work when filming, edit¬ 

ing, and laying out the musical tracks that accompany Barnyard 

Animals. The tape costs $14.95 (plus $3.95 shipping and handling) 

and Is available by calling (800) 896-5660, or you can write to Fam¬ 

ily Farm Productions, 1661 N. 2200 St., Dieterlch, IL 62424. You can 

also visit Family Farm Productions on the Internet at http:// 

planetpages.com/farm. 

Offering public access to private 
land — problems and solutions 

A new book from the National Cen¬ 
ter for Agricultural Law Research and 
Information offers pointers for agricul¬ 

tural land owners interested in utilizing 
their acreage for recreational purposes. 
According to the Center, landowners 
who open their properties to recre¬ 
ational use need to know the legal prob¬ 
lems accompanying such action. 
Recreational Access to Private Lands: Li¬ 
ability Problems and Solutions addresses 
exactly what the title states — liability 
issues that arise from permitting recre¬ 

ational activities on private lands. 
Topics covered by the book include: 

the need for recreational access to pri¬ 
vate lands, a landowner’s duty to pro¬ 
tect entrants, recreational use statutes, 
liability insurance coverage, insurance 
solutions to coverage problems, and 
other pertinent items. For more infor¬ 
mation, contact the National Center for 
Agricultural Law Research and Informa¬ 
tion at (501) 575-7646, or by writing to 
NCALRI, 147 Waterman Hall, U of A, 
Fayetteville, AR 72701. 
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Electric co-op 
leaders launch new 

national energy 
cooperative 

Cooperative leaders from around the 
country, with the assistance of National 
Rural Utilities Cooperative Finance Cor¬ 
poration, recently formed a new national 
energy cooperative designed to provide 
rural electric systems with an opportu¬ 
nity to diversify their energy offerings to 
consumers. Tom Hentz, manager of the 
Paris, Illinois, based EnerStar Power 
Corp., was elected vice chairman of the 
new cooperative. 

The new co-op, which has yet to be 
named, will assist electric cooperatives 
by securing wholesale supplies of propane 
for distribution by member electric co¬ 
operatives. The co-op may later expand 
into other energy-related services. 

“Changes in the electric utility indus¬ 
try are driving a convergence between 
electricity and other fuels,” noted Bill 
Cetti, the co-op’s chairman. Cetti, who 
also serves as president and CEO of 
Prism Solutions Inc., in Ohio, said that 
many electric cooperatives have con¬ 
cluded they can provide better service 
to their members by offering several en¬ 
ergy sources. “Our new organization will 
complement, not supplant, what’s already 
happening at the local level,” he said. 
“The vision of this new national energy 
cooperative is to facilitate electric coop¬ 
erative entry into these complementary 
energy businesses.” 



UNEARTH 
GREAT SAVINGS 

Geothermal Systems by ClimateMaster 

Bauer Comfort Center, Inc. 

CissnaPark, IL, 815-457-2589 

Bob's Plumbing & Heating 

Macomb, IL., 309-833-2315 

Bosco Mechanical 

Belleville, IL., 618-235-7463 

Bratcher Heating & 

Air Conditioning, Inc. 

Bloomington/Normal. IL., 
309-454-1611 

Brooks Heating & Cooling 

Columbia, IL., 618-939-3232 

Bryan's Heating & A/C 

Murphysboro, IL., 618-684-6002 

Fowler Heating & Cooling 

Marion, IL., 618-997-5288 

Garber Heating & 

Air Conditioning 

Morton, IL., 309-266-9372 

Jesse Heating and 

Air Conditioning 

Decatur, IL., 217-422-1744 
Champaign, IL., 217-352-8511 

Klein Plumbing & Heating 

Savanna, IL., 815-273-3424 

Kuchefski Heating & A/C, Inc. 

Danville, IL., 217 442-1454 

Miller Heating, 

A/C, & Refrigeration 

Pickneyville, IL., 618-357-5247 

Bob Nussbaum Plumbing 

& Heating 

Fairbury, IL., 815-692-2042 

Read's Heating, 

A/C & Refrigeration 

01ney,IL., 618-393-4102 

Sigman Heating & 

Air Conditioning 

Bellville,IL., 618-234-4343 

Snell's Plumbing & Heating 

Virden, IL, 217-965-3911 
Litchfield, IL., 217-324-4560 

Steffen Heating & A/C 

Effingham, IL., 217-342-2062 

Thomas Plumbing & 

Heating Company 

Galesburg, IL, 309-343-1101 

Town & Country Services 

Tonica, IL 815-442-3415 

Or Call 1-888-436-3783 

for the Dealer Nearest You! 

Working with a specially designed underground earth loop system, a 
ClimateMaster geothermal unit utilizes the Earth’s near constant 
temperature to exchange energy between the Earth and your home for 
heating and cooling. 

ClimateMaster Geothermal Systems 

Designed by the Industry’s Most Talented Team 

With a geothermal heating and cooling system from 
ClimateMaster, lowering your heating, cooling and hot water 
costs will be a snap ... without sacrificing reliability or comfort. 

© ClimateMaster 9/98 To learn more about the advantages of geothermal heating and cooling, see us at www.climatemaster.com 



Advertisement 

“Feel Fat? Vinegar Helps 
Shed Unwanted Pounds.” 
Amazing And Ultimate 

Weapon Against Fat... 
CANTON (special) - If you seriously 
want to lose weight and keep it off, 
take a look at vinegar. 

It's true! Vinegar expert, Emily 
Thacker says in her new book that 
vinegar safely helps speed up 
metabolism to burn unwanted 
calories, pounds and ultimately 
inches from your problem areas. 

...And if you struggle to keep your 
weight down, the good news is you 
can start today by washing away 
years of ugly unwanted fat buildup. 

After years of research, the 
just published and only “Emily's 
Vinegar Diet” weight loss system is 
now available to help you melt 
pounds and excess inches. 

True Stories From 
Vinegar Dieters:* 
► LOST 30 POUNDS! “I dropped 
30 pounds so fast it scared me!” 

- J.G. ofIL 
► IT WORKS! “Vinegar... with each 
meal will help you lose weight.” 

- B.N. of MN 
► LOST 97 POUNDS! “I went 
down to 183 from 280... I wouldn't 
trade... for all the money in this entire 
country.” -- V.S. of MS 
► THINNER WAIST IN TWO 
WEEKS! “Already lost 1 1/2 inches 
in my waist in only one and a half 
weeks. -- Z.L. of FL 
*These are actual testimonials from vinegar 
users around the country. They wrote in freely 
and did not profit from their endorsement. 
Testimonials are atypical, your weight loss 
may be more or less. 

This is not a traditional diet 
plan. According to Emily, overweight 
people can now break away from 
constant “yo-yo” dieting. 

And you will be amazed how well 
this program is designed to work. 

Best of all you don't need to count 
calories, no strenuous exercises (just 

simple muscle toning), no dieting or 
ingesting harmful diet pills. 

It's easy, safe, convenient and you 
don't have to starve yourself thin. 

The secret? Food proportion, 
vinegar and thermogenesis - 
(process of your body burning fat 
to create energy). And Emily states, 
“it works!” 

Doctors agree. Strict dieting does 
not work and is harmful to your body... 

...and nearly all weight lost is 
soon regained. 

Eating, speeding up your metabolic 
rate and digesting fat cells is the only 
way to be as thin and as healthy as 
you want to be. 

How many times have you 
said...? 
• “I'll just gain it back” -or- 
• “I'm not as-attractive as I know I 

could be.” -or- 
• “I have nothing that fits me com¬ 

fortably” 
Well, you'll learn how a few daily 

“fat burning” vinegar cocktails, 
combined with your three nutritiously 
hearty meals a day (including desserts!) 
can effectively help you say “good¬ 
bye” to fat and dieting forever. 

It's true! You'll look better, feel 
better have unbelievable energy. 

Imagine the possibilities! The 
rewards of weight loss are endless. 

You'll also know how vinegar can 
aid in lowering cholesterol, digest 
tough-to-eat foods, boost immune 
system, restore age-wasted muscles 
and more. 

Cancer? Diabetes? High Blood 
pressure? Arthritis? Learn what 
foods you'll enjoy to help fight these 
diseases. 

Always Tired? Find out how 
you'll gain strength, energy and 
vigor, to banish fatigue. 

Learn to make countless low fat 
meals to help you enjoy weight loss. 

BURN Awav Years of FAT 

• NO Pills! 
• NO Dieting! 
• NO Calorie Counting ! 
• NO More Unwanted Flab! 

Water? Food Color? It's no joke. 
New research uncovers the impor¬ 
tance of these for weight reduction 
and disease prevention. 

In other words, you'll almost 
effortlessly be healthier, thinner and 
potentially live longer. 

Don't wait! Why not send for 
Emily's Vinegar Diet Book today? 

To receive and try your complete 
“Emily's Vinegar Diet Book” for 3 
months without risk, simply write 
“Vinegar Diet” along with your 
name and address on a plain piece 
of paper. Mail it along with your 
remittance of only $19.95 plus $2 
shipping and handling payable to: 
The Vinegar Diet, Dept. FD3335, 
718 - 12th Street N.W., Box 24500, 
Canton, Ohio 44701. 

Or charge your VISA/MasterCard 
by including your card number, 
expiration date and signature. 

For faster service on VISA/ 
MasterCard call TOLL FREE 
1-800-772-7285, Ext. FD3335. 

SAVE $13.90 simply for ordering 
a copy as a gift for your friend. That's 
2 diet plans for $30 postpaid. 

FREE: Order in the next 15 days, 
and receive a free copy of the 
“Honey & Vinegar for Weight 
Loss.” Yours to keep simply for 
previewing the book. 

100% - 3 Month Money Back 
Guarantee. Try it for 3 months. If 
you are not satisfied, simply return 
the book in three months for a 
complete refund. ©I997TCOFDOI55S 

http://www.trescoinc.com 



Many rural families caught in day care crunch 
Many downstate Illinois families are in a bind. They need both parents working to provide a reasonably 

decent income to raise their families, but they can’t both work because they can’t find affordable day 
care for their kids. The joker is, not only is affordable day care scarce in the countryside, but it’s often hard 

to find at any price. It’s a rough situation for those who need more income than just one parent can provide. 
Danette Pacidick was in that situation not long ago, and she’s thankful that Tina Cotterell opened her Tender 

Moments Care day care center near Chauncey. Norris Electric Cooperative, Newton, serves the center. 
“I started my business so I could stay home with my kids,” Tina says, “and yet I needed some income too. My 

husband, Neil, worked at the Marathon refinery in Lawrenceville, and he got laid off some time ago. Fortunately, he 
was able to get a job with the county highway department.” 

Neil’s situation left both he and Tina with two dilemmas. First, they needed more income, and second, if Tina 
were to take a job, they would need someone to care for their two sons, Collin and Corry. 

Since there was no day care for miles around, she decided to get into the child care business. She didn’t want 
Tender Moments to be just a place where people parked their kids while they worked. Instead, she wanted to offer 
some educational opportunities, socializing skills, and a good hot meal. In short, she planned to provide real day 
care, not just baby sitting. 
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story and photos 
by Jack Halstead 

Tina Cotterell shows Delaney 

York the finer points of working 

jigsaw puzzles. 



Tina feeds the kids a nutritious lunch. From left are Carry Cotterell, Delaney York, 
Bradley Drummond and Matthew Paddick. 

When she set out to get her 
business going, Tina decided to do it 
right. “I’m a licensed provider with a 
two-year degree in early childhood 
education from Wabash Valley 
College,” she says, “and I’m an ac¬ 
credited child care provider, licensed 
to care for eight children. 

“I also renovated our two-car 
garage,” she adds, “so I could do day 
care the way it should be done. I try 
to take care of the personal needs of 
each child, as well as their education. 
I have a good-sized fenced play¬ 
ground in the back yard for the kids 
to play in when the weather’s nice.” 

Danette, who lives near Landes, 
is pleased that Tina’s set up shop out 
in the country. She works at a der¬ 
matology clinic in Vincennes, which 
is 40 minutes away. Her husband, 
Donnie, is a self-employed farmer. 
His parents live nearby and can help 
out occasionally, but her parents live 
in Florida. 

“It’s good to have Tina out here 
in the country,” she says, “so 
Donnie can pick the kids up when I 
need him to. If I had to take them to 
Vincennes, I’d have to do a lot of 

juggling to make it work.” 
Even with a lot of effort, the 

juggling just might not work at all. 
Danette’s kids, Bridgitte, Matthew 
and Macey, range in age from five 
years to just one year old, and infants 
and toddlers are taboo at some 
day care centers. 

“I know that I’d have to go to at 
least two different places if I took my 
kids to other centers,” Danette 
says, “and that would be an awful 
lot of trouble. I’ve told Tina 
several times that if she closed 
her place, I’d just have to quit 
my job.” 

Danette likes the fact that she 
knows Tina, and that her chil¬ 
dren are playing and learning 
with children of her friends 
and neighbors. “This is a 
close-knit little community,” 
she says, “and I like that. I 
want my kids to have the 
best, and I believe they do 
here. Bridgitte brings home 
papers from kindergarten, 
and Matthew often 
brings home the same 
kind of papers from 

Tina’s. I know they’re getting 
some education there. 

“And it’s especially nice 
that Tina has weekend hours. 
I can call my mother-in-law 
sometimes, but once in a 
while that doesn’t pan out, 
and it’s really nice to know 
that Tina’s there to help.” 

People like Danette are 
fortunate, but most are not. 
For many rural residents, 
good, affordable day care is a 
fond dream. For many, the 
term “affordable day care” 
may well be a contradiction 
in terms. 

Changing demographics 
probably have a lot to do 
with the scarcity of day care 

everywhere, not just in rural areas. 
Years ago, grandma could often be 
counted on to take care of the kids, 
and very few rural women worked 
outside the home anyway. Now, 
grandma is more than likely either 
working herself, or living in a 
Sunbelt retirement community. 

Sheldon Keyser, Illinois 
rural development coordi¬ 
nator for USDA-Rural De¬ 
velopment, says his 
organization has also 
noted the changing 
demographics, and 

hopes to do something about 
the problems rural people are 

having with day care, as well as the 
many other problems 

caused by remote¬ 
ness and a low 
population 
density. 

| “Affordable 
.stg I child care is 

if becoming increas- 
r ingly recognized as 

an economic devel¬ 
opment problem in 
rural Illinois,” Keyser 
says, “and we believe 
that there are two 

main reasons. 

Properly done,” she says|“day care and early educa 
very beneficial to children from a standpoint of learnin 
cializing skills. It’s really a mistake to think of day care cente 
just places to leave kids, or to think of caregiving as baby sitti 
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First, women are entering 
the work force in record 
numbers because it’s be¬ 
coming more and more 
necessary for both par¬ 
ents to work to enjoy a 
reasonable standard of 
living for the family. This 
is partly because wage 
rates and job income are 
substantially less in rural 
areas than in metro areas 
of the state.” 

A second factor, he 
adds, is that welfare re¬ 
form results in mothers 
entering the work force in 
greater numbers than ever before. 
“This impacts not only the 
adequacy and affordability of child 
care facilities, but also on work force 
development and training issues,” he 
emphasizes. 

Keyser remarks that there are 
several programs designed to help 
communities with their day care 
needs, and that his organization is 
but one of several that are working 
together to help people throughout 
the state in their efforts to get in¬ 
volved in quality, affordable day care. 

Keyser is working with Judith 
Hartley, director of Child Care Re¬ 
source Center, to put together a road 
show to spell out services day care 
people can access in Illinois. Hartley, 
whose six-county east-central Illinois 
area is representative of some 17 
other, similar, offices in the state, is 
headquartered at the University of 
Illinois in Urbana. 

Hartley notes that there 
is a very real scarcity of day 
care in all of Illinois, and 
attributes it in large 

Top: 
Deann Medlar takes a mo¬ 
ment to bond with her 
daughter, Delaney, before 
heading off to work. 

Left: 
Matthew Paddick 

Right: 
Danette Paddick works with 
Carry Cotterell. 

I he truth is 
that setting 
up day care 
operations in 
communities 
is a long pro¬ 
cess, and it 
takes a lot of 
work by a lot 
of people to 
set up a cen¬ 
ter. 

measure to the fact that 
many people see day 
care as simply baby 
sitting, and assign very 
little importance to it, 
and give very little 
respect to the people 
who do it. 

“Properly 
done,” she says, 
“day care and 

early education 
f are very benefi¬ 

cial to children 
from a standpoint 

of learning and 
; M socializing skills. It’s 

really a mistake to 
think of day care cen¬ 

ters as just places to leave kids, or to 
think of caregiving as baby sitting.” 

Part of the problem lies in the 
different services kids need. Many 
families have infants, while others 

have toddlers, both of whom need 
full care, all day long. Others need a 
place to wait for the school bus, and 
to wait for after-school pickup. Those 
same children need full care in the 
summer months, when there is no 
school. And some families have kids 
in more than one category, adding 
zest to the whole process. 

Naturally, there are differences 
in pricing, too, largely involving how 
much care each child gets. Whatever 
the case, the caregiver needs decent 
compensation, even if he or she only 
provides a safe place for kids to wait 
to be picked up. 

In fact, one of the biggest 
problems facing day care operations 
today is the fact that caregiving is 
perceived as an entry-level, menial 
job, worthy of only very low pay. But 
good pay scales make for good 
caregivers, and everyone wants the 
best for their kids. 

Unfortunately, that translates to 
additional expense for the parents 
and results in a vicious circle, a 
problem that Keyser and Hartley 
want to help people address. 

“There are a lot of good, dedi¬ 
cated caregivers who have been in 
the business for many years, and we 
should appreciate them more than 
we do. We need more of them,” she 
says. 

While seeing to it that caregivers 
receive more respect and compensa¬ 
tion is going to be a long-term 
proposition, funding and organiza- 
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|F Help and resources 
For further information, call Sheldon 

Keyset at (618) 327-8822. You can call the 
National Cooperative Business Association 
at (202) 638-6222. Their video, “The 
ABC’s of Cooperative Child Care,” costs 
$19.95. 

The Illinois Child Care Resource and 
Referral Agencies are listed here with the 
counties they serve and their toll-free num¬ 
bers, where available. They are as follows: „ 

■ Area 1 serves JoDaviess, Stephenson, 
Winnebago and Boone counties: 
(800) 872-9780. 

■ Area 2 serves Carroll, DeKalb, Lee, 
Ogle and Whiteside counties: 
(800) 848-8727. 

■ Area 3-east serves Lake County: 
(800) 244-5376. 

■ Area 3-west serves McHenry County: 
(815) 459-4459. 

■ Area 4 serves DuPage and Kane coun¬ 
ties: (630) 790-8137. 

■ Area 5 serves Grundy, Kankakee, 
Kendall and Will counties: 
(800) 552-5526. 

■ Area 6 serves Cook County: 
(773) 769-8000. 

■ Area 7 serves Henderson, Henry, 
McDonough, Mercer, Knox, Rock Island 
and Warren counties: (800) 923-7844. 

■ Area 8 serves Bureau, Fulton, LaSalle, 
Marshall, Peoria, Putnam, Stark, 
Tazewell and Woodford counties: 
(800) 301-3304. 

■ Area 9 serves DeWitt, Ford, Livingston 
and McLean counties: (800) 437-8256. 

■ Area 10 serves Champaign, Douglas, 
Iroquois, Macon, Piatt and Vermilion 
counties: (800) 379-7406. 

■ Area 11 serves Coles, Clark, 
Cumberland, Edgar, Moultrie and 
Shelby counties: (800) 545-7439. 

■ Area 12 serves Adams, Brown, 
Calhoun, Cass, Greene, Hancock, 
Jersey, Pike and Schuyler counties: 
(800) 782-7318. 

■ Area 13 serves Christian, Logan, 
Macoupin, Mason, Menard, Montgom¬ 
ery, Morgan, Sangamon and Scott coun¬ 
ties: (800) 676-2805. 

■ Area 14 serves Bond, Clinton, Madison, 
Monroe, Randolph, St. Clair and Wash¬ 
ington counties: (800) 467-9200. 

■ Area 15 serves Alexander, Franklin, 
Gallatin, Hamilton, Hardin, Jackson, 
Johnson, Massac, Perry, Pulaski, Pope, 
Saline, Union, White and Williamson 
counties: (800) 232-0908. 

Delaney York pon¬ 
ders, while Bradley 
Drummond eyes the 
camera. 

tional help is something that 
- G has to be done immediately, 

f ^ Keyset remarks that rather than 
trying to reinvent the wheel, he 

to borrow good idea 

A ^ ^ from a nearby state to help with 
the day care problem. 

“Iowa has a good program,” 
he explains, “which involves 
teams trom ditterent state, fed¬ 
eral and county organizations. 

  They go from town to town, es¬ 
sentially spelling out what they 
have to offer to people who 

need help solving their day care needs. We don’t have one yet, but 
Judy and I are thinking of putting together a sort of ‘traveling road 
show,’ to let people know what’s available and from whom.” 

The truth is that setting up day care operations in communities 
is a long process, and it takes a lot of work by a lot of people to set up 
a center. In towns, some fairly large day care centers cater to the 
needs of several families and their children, but the problem in rural 
areas might well be solved by places like Tender Moments, perhaps a 
few miles apart, and owned by individuals or cooperatively owned by 
those who use the service. Keyser notes that money is available to 
take care of several different needs, from subsidizing day care costs 
for working low-income parents, to helping funding a building, to 
helping train staff, and so on. 

Many experts emphasize in the strongest terms that economic de¬ 
velopment cannot take place in rural areas until the child care prob¬ 
lem can be solved, and parents can find jobs that will enable them to 
pay for both day care and family expenses. 

Many also believe that it’s going to be necessary, at least in the 
short run, to subsidize some of those costs. Keyser notes that Rural 
Development has some funds for that purpose, as well as funds for 
buildings and training for caregivers and administrators. 

While there is no one simple solution, many other rural resi¬ 
dents may be able to help address the problem like Tina has, by open 
ing a real day care center in areas where one is needed. 

Another option would be for several parents to get together and 
start a cooperative day care center. That might just spark a rural revi¬ 
talization, just like the rural electrification program did 60 years ago. 
The National Cooperative Business Association has a videotape that 
shows how, and offers other advice too (see sidebar). 

14 ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING ■ FEBRUARY 1999 





Safety 

AROUND YOUR HOME 
A deadly air pollutant 

What odorless, colorless, tasteless but deadly 
intruder might be lurking in your home? Carbon 
monoxide gas. It’s produced when fuel is burned. 
Poisonings can occur when this gas collects in enclosed 
spaces such as homes or vehicles. The initial symptoms 

of carbon monoxide 
poisoning are similar to 
the flu but without a fever. 
They include dizziness, 
fatigue, headache, nausea, 
confusion and irritability. 
As levels of carbon mon¬ 
oxide increase, individuals 
lose consciousness and 
finally brain damage and 
death result. 

Carbon monoxide 
is produced by common 
home appliances such as 
gas or oil furnaces, gas 

clothes dryers, gas ranges, gas or oil water heaters 
or space heaters, fireplaces, charcoal grills and wood 
burning stoves. Fumes from automobiles and gas- 
powered lawn mowers also contain carbon monoxide. 
Electric powered heating appliances don’t produce 
carbon monoxide. 

Prevention is the key to avoiding carbon mon¬ 
oxide poisoning. Make sure appliances, including 
furnaces, are installed according to manufacturer’s 
instructions and local building codes. Adequate air 
must be provided to assure complete combustion of 
the fuel. An inadequate air supply can cause condi¬ 
tions known as backdrafting or reverse stacking. This 
causes exhaust fumes to filter into the house instead 
of going up the chimney. 

Yearly maintenance of heating appliances, in¬ 
cluding gas dryers and water heaters, is important. A 
qualified technician should check the electrical and 
mechanical parts such as thermostat controls and 
safety devices. Chimneys and flues should be checked 
for blockages, corrosion and loose connections. Some 

Barbara Cooper is an Estension Educator, Crop Systems, 
at the Springfield Extension Center, University of Illinois 
Extension. You can write to her in care of Illinois Country 
Living, P.O. Box 3787, Springfield, IL 62708. Telephone 
her at (217) 782-6515 or send e-mail to 
cooperb@Idea.ag.uiuc.edu. 

16 

signs that a heating appliance isn’t operating properly 
are: decreasing hot water supply, furnace unable to 
heat house or runs constantly, sooting — especially 
on the appliance, unfamiliar or burning odor, and 
increased condensation inside the windows. Homes or 
appliances showing these signs need to be checked. 

Unvented appliances such as gas or kerosene space 
heaters add pollutants to the indoor air so their use 
should be carefully considered. Besides observing fire 
safety rules, make sure the burner is properly adjusted 
and that there is good ventilation. Never use these 
appliances in a closed room. Keep doors open 
throughout the house and open a window slightly for 
fresh air. 

Never use outdoor appliances such as BBQ grills 
or construction heaters indoors. Don’t use appliances 
such as ovens or clothes dryers to heat the house. 
Never keep a car running in an attached garage. 

One way to protect against carbon monoxide 
poisoning is to buy a carbon monoxide detector. The 
Consumer Product Safety Commission recommends 
installing at least one carbon monoxide detector 
in your home near the sleeping area. Choose a UL 
(Underwriters Laboratories Inc.) listed detector that 
sounds an alarm. Many models simply plug into a 
standard electric outlet while others operate from a 
battery. Most building supply or hardware stores carry 
a variety of carbon monoxide testers. The Consumer 
Product Safety Commission believes that carbon 
monoxide detectors are as important to home safety as 
smoke detectors. 

If the detector goes off and any member of your 
household is experiencing symptoms of poisoning, get 
them out of the house and call your local fire depart¬ 
ment for help. Infants and children may be affected 
more quickly. If no one is experiencing symptoms and 
the alarm has gone off, ventilate the home with fresh 
air, turn off anything that might give off carbon 
monoxide and call a reputable service person to 
inspect the combustion appliances in your home. 

There are a number of indoor air pollutants that 
can affect health and wellness. Most are not as deadly 
as carbon monoxide. Consumer and family economics 
educators with University of Illinois Extension have 
more information on indoor air quality. You can con¬ 
tact them through your local University of Illinois 
Extension office. 
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Get rid of snakes in your house 
Deskunk your dog (or anything else) 

Prepare for the bad — and good — times ahead 
Why you should prepare for year 2000. 
What it means when your corn turns 
purple. Where to get open pollinated 
seeds. When to plant head lettuce. How 
to make good whole 
wheat bread. Manage 
your woodlot. Make a 
solar oven—for $2. 
Home school. Start a 
food storage program. 
Build low-cost gates. 
Make and use com¬ 
post. Make a quilt 
frame for under $20. 

Learn how to: 
MAKE soap 
PRESERVE your garden bounty 
USE the wool from your sheep 
RAISE a pig 
MILK a cow or goat 
MAKE 10 kinds of vinegar 
PICKLE herring and other fish 
START peach trees from seed 
HELP your hens cope with the heat 
START RIGHT with goats or rabbits 
BUILD a nifty feeder for small cattle 
DETERMINE the value of land 
HEAT your home with wood and 

keep it clean 
PATCH clothes quickly and easily 
TAN sheepskins and goat hides 
EARN MONEY without leaving home 
GRAFT fruit trees—successfully 
BUILD and use an outdoor oven 
BUTCHER a pig and make bacon, 

ham and sausage 
IMPROVE your soil 
SMOKE poultry 
CONTROL weeds by knowing their habits 
FEED the worms your garbage 
LEARN how to do everything right— 

the first time 

LIVE THE GOOD LIFE 

... the simple life! 

I'm hooked! Your magazine 
IS a true gem! My only 

question is, where have you 
been all my life? The other 

magazines with “country” 
In tile name have lots of 
pretty pictures, but no depth 
or purpose other than 

shallow entertainment. Tm 
completely mesmerized by 
each issue of COUNTRYSIDE I 
get, and cannot put it down' 
It s the most-read magazine 

ve ever had. I even read all 
the ads' Cover to cover, 

you’re the best—CW. Pa 

Read letters from “country neighbors" who live next door—and in the wilds of Alaska! 

Really enjoy your magazine. It’s like having a houseful of 
friendly neighbors in for the afternoon. 

Being 73 years old, of course I lived through the big 
Depression. My folks had always practiced frugal ways, having 
been brought up that way, so it wasn’t as hard for them as for 
some. I find many of the same money-saving hints we used 
then (and I still do) but also quite a number of new ones. We 
never get too old to learn.—Ruth S., Idah 

Icontinue to enjoy mis maga¬ 
zine. Fascinating people, ideas, 
opinions, observations and 

Thank you for 

Okay—you got me! And I’m glad! I 
sent for a sample issue, mailed back 
the invoice with “No thanks” written 
across it, and then read the 
magazine... cover to cover, every 
word, including the advertising, and 
decided I need this magazine. I had no 
idea there were so many people who 
felt the way I do.—Carol S., Ohio 

hopes, as well as information 
and practical advice abound- 
Harland C„ Maryland 

1 / years of 
COUNTRYSIDE. We 
ioren*nd,he 

'^ons for it!. 
4rs. G.H NY 

SPECIAL OFFER: 
1/2 year trial, 3 issues, only $4*95! 

Regular price: $18/yr. (6 issues) 

P to *ntrpeople as 
many 

ble to 

l°rs Li* the 
Build a “sensible chicken 
house” in your backyard. Start 
by making a model like this. 

issues* 
Our 82nd year, and 

a new wrinkle with every issue! 

PLEASE NOTE: Articles listed here have already 

appeared in print, and not all back issues are available — 
another good reason not to miss any more! 

Order your trial subscription now! Illl^ 

Yes, Tm interested in simple living, and I’d like to see how Countryside 
can help me achieve greater independence and security. Please start my trial 
half-year subscription at once. I enclose $4.95 and understand that I can get a 
full refund if I’m not completely satisfied. 

Name 

Address 

City, state, zip 
Please mail to: COUNTRYSIDE, W11564 St. Hwy. 64, Withee WI 54498 



YARD AND GARDEN 
What’s in a number? 

If there is one thing you could say about our state, 
and there probably are at least one and a half billion 
things, it’s that the climate runs the gamut from A to Z. 

Things that do well in the southern tip freeze 
out completely in Rockford. Things that grow in Jo 
Daviess County suffer during the summer in Cairo. 

Plant hardiness is 
the key to plant survival, 
whether you’re talking 
shade trees, flowering 
shrubs, evergreens or fruit 
plants. So often hardiness is 
a measure of winter’s cold. 
In fact, the vast majority 
of hardiness problems deal 
with cold temperatures. 

Many garden catalogs 
and books list plant 
hardiness. The primary 
listing is published by the 
United States Department 

of Agriculture (USDA), which places plants in zones 
from 1 to 10. Zone 10 is ten degrees warmer on the 
average than Zone 9, which is 10 degrees warmer 
than Zone 8, and so forth. Since gardeners felt that 5 
degrees could make or break a plant, the zones were 
subdivided into A and B Zones, with Zone B five 
degrees warmer than Zone A. 

Most of us are savvy enough NOT to try growing 
palm trees and oranges in Illinois, at least not outdoors. 
We can get some good summer growth, but what remains 
next spring is essentially kindling or compost fodder. 

For years, horticulturists and gardeners discussed 
how many days of subzero temperatures were needed 
to kill a certain plant. Unfortunately, nothing con¬ 
crete was ever established. Soil types, plant growth 
and location all had an effect on plants. And just 
when someone said this plant wouldn’t grow, some¬ 
one in that area grew it successfully. 

Seven years ago, I planted a southern magnolia in 
my yard, right next to a nandina. Both are really USDA 
Zone 7 plants, meaning they can grow in zones 7, 8, 9 

David Robson is an Extension Educator, Horticulture, at 
the Springfield Extension Center, University of Illinois 
Extension. You can write to Robson in care of Illinois 
Country Living, P.O. Box 3787, Springfield, IL 62708. 
Telephone: (217) 782-6515. 
E-Mail: robsond@mail.aces.uiuc.edu 

and 10. Flowever, the nandina was transplanted from a 
similar yard in Springfield where it had been growing 
for close to 30 years. The magnolia was a ten-inch 
seedling. In the first case, the plant had adapted for 30 
years to the local environment. For the magnolia, its 
youthfulness helped it overcome several harsh winters. 

This really isn’t bragging. Anyone can try to push 
the boundaries of plants. Sometimes you succeed; 
most often, you don’t. This doesn’t mean the plants 
are as nice as they would be in Alabama or Georgia. 
They will lose their leaves, and, in the case of the 
nandina, die back to the ground. But they keep living. 

fiardiness is different things to different plants. 
Oranges would definitely die completely in Illinois. 
Crape myrtle usually just freezes back to the ground, 
but since it blooms on second year wood, you end up 
with nothing but a green plant. 

Azaleas and rhododendrons may have cold-sensitive 
flower buds. If the winter temperatures drop too low, 
the buds are killed. That’s one of the main reasons why 
peaches don’t do well in northern Illinois. 

Unfortunately, the USDA Hardiness Zone num¬ 
bers can be misleading. While they talk about a 
plant’s sensitivity to cold, they really don’t deal with 
summer’s conditions. 

Have you ever seen a Colorado blue spruce 
or paperbark birch growing in Arizona or Florida? 
Probably not. These plants actually prefer cooler tem¬ 
peratures during the summer and winter. Even central 
Illinois’ summer temperatures are a little too hot for 
blue spruces. While the plants don’t die, they never 
seem to get as tall and lush as they do in Canada. 

For the best luck, stick with USDA Zones 3, 4 
and 5 plus the A and B of each if listed. Gardeners 
south of Interstate 72 can attempt Zone 6 plants, but 
the further north you go, the less likely you’ll have 
success. 

Finally, you need to watch out for plants that can 
grow from Minnesota to Florida such as Flowering 
Dogwood. These spring blooming trees look the same 
in St. Paul as they do in Tallahassee. Try transplanting 
one to the other location and they die. There’s enough 
variation in the plant’s make-up that’s been handed 
down over the centuries. 

In other words, always be leery of plants that were 
grown in a location further south than yours, even 
though you see them growing in your area. They may 
be similar, but not totally hardy. Locally grown plants, 
or those from colder regions, are usually the best bet. 

David Robson 
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There are times when everyone would like a little extra volume to enhance their hearing! 
30-Day Money Back Guarantee 

Uses Model #312 Battery 
Single Unit Only $149.95 

It’S 
Smaller 
Than A 
Dime! 

It’s So Small 
It’s Almost Invisible 

In the Ear... 
MaxiSouncL 

Personal Sound Amplifier 
uses sophisticated micro-miniaturized circuitry to 
provide affordable, in-the-ear sound amplification 

by Martin Howard 
For the last couple of years, I’ve con¬ 

stantly had to ask people to repeat what 
they just said to me... I’ve turned up the 
volume on the TV so loud that everyone 
in the house complains... and my wife 
and children tell me that I’m speaking 
too loud. 

Naturally, I’ve denied everything. I 
didn’t want to admit I knew that I was 
having a slight hearing problem. I was 
hoping it would go away, all by itself, with¬ 
out doing anything about it! But, deep 
down inside, I knew I needed a little ex¬ 
tra help in the hearing department, and 
lately, I needed this extra help more and 
more. 

My wife was so tired of me asking her 
to either speak louder or repeat every¬ 
thing she said. We were having argu¬ 
ments over my hearing. Finally, she in¬ 
sisted that I get some help. She told me 
to buy a hearing aid. 

Sure, just what I need. A bulky, ugly, ill- 
fitting and heavy hearing aid sitting be¬ 
hind my ear. And, the darn thing will prob¬ 
ably rub the skin off my ear too! 

She laughed at me. No, it’s nothing 
like that - science and technology have 
revolutionized the audio industry. The 
product I’m talking about is called Maxi- 
Sound It’s a personal amplifier and is 
very different from the hearing aids you 
are describing. 

MaxiSound is so small and compact 
that it fits inside the ear canal (it’s almost 
invisible). There are no wires, no behind 
the ear devices and it doesn’t cost a for¬ 
tune. Not only that, but its super sensi¬ 
tive circuitry is designed to maximize your 
natural ability to hear sounds*. Maxi- 
Sound can make speech louder, and the 
sound is crystal clear, pure and natural. 

Max/Sot/ndworked so well for me that 
I am now marketing them direct to the 
consumer. And, I know that they’ll work 
for you too! It’s great to be able to hear 
the TV clearly again. 

Let me tell you a little more about them. 
They are ideal for amplification of faint 
sounds like distant lectures or outdoor 
wildlife. Each amplifier features an indi¬ 
vidual on/off and volume control. Its one- 
size-fits-all is comfortable and comes 
with a replaceable soft rubber tip, 300 
hour battery, cleaning tool, storage pouch 

\ Max. Output 116dB 

Avg. Output llldB 

I Peak Gain 43dB 

I Avg. Gain 35dB 

Frequence Range  

 600-5900 

Harmonic Distortion: 
500Hz <10% 
at 800Hz <10% 
at 1600hz <10% 

Amplification: 
ultra-sophisticated 
micro-miniaturized 
circuitry 

Optional Extended 
Warranty Available 

COMPARE FOR YOURSELF 
SEE THE DIFFERENCE 

Most Crystal MAXI 

Brands Ear SOUND 

Required fitting Yes No NO 

Required testing Yes No NO 

Battery life 160 hr 320 hr 300hr 

Impact resistance Average Excellent Excellent 

Feedback Frequent Limited Limited 

Telephone use Yes Yes Excellent 

Retail price: each $1000. $299.95 $149.95 

pair $2000. $599.90 $279.95 

“After seeing your ad in the news¬ 
paper, I decided to take a chance 
on your product. Imagine my sur¬ 
prise when I first tried your sound 
amplification product and it worked 
great. The amplification seemed to 
balance out the hearing between my 
left and right ear. I am completely 
satisifed with both the sound qual¬ 
ity and amplification of your Maxi- 
Sound product" 

Dr. George T. Stallings 

and instructions. MaxiSound is made in 
the USA, and is comparable to other 
sound enhancement systems that retail 
for up to $1000.00. Separate mainte¬ 
nance kit includes: 4 replacement tips, 4 
batteries, extra cleaning tool and detailed 
care instructions. 

Your satisfaction is guaranteed or re¬ 
turn for a full refund of purchase price 
(less P&H). Because we work directly 
with the primary source, you can pur¬ 
chase a pair (left and right) MaxiSounds 
for less than one of our competitor’s 
units. That’s guaranteed. 

WILLOWS GS, Inc. 
179 Post Rd West, Westport CT 06880 

Order Line: 1-800-770-1155 

Questions & Comments: 203-226-0170 
‘Not sold for use as a medical device. Consult hearing specialist 
if you have a serious hearing problem. Individual experiences may 
vary depending on severity of hearing loss. ©1998. WGSI 

“I have been advised that the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) has determined that my best interests would be 
served if I had a medical evaluation by a licensed physician, preferably a physician who specializes in diseases of 
the ear, before purchasing a MaxiSound Amplifier, or a test by a licensed dispenser utilizing established procedures 
and instrumentation in the fitting of any amplification device. I am 18 years old orolderand voluntarily sign this waiver 
which indicates that I do not wish either a medical evaluation or test before purchasing my MaxiSound.” 

. WILLOWS GS, Inc. 
Please RUSH me by First Class Priority 

| Mail the guaranteed MaxiSound™ 
■ Amplifier(s) ordered below: 

■ □ ONE MaxiSound on\y $149.95 
Indicate □ Left or □ Right Ear 

I □ SAVE! Order a Pair for $279.95 
□ Maintenance Kit $20.00 
□ 12 Model #312 Batteries - S10.00 

Add $10.00 for shipping, handling 
and insurance per order. 

Offer void in Iowa & Conn. 
Enclosed is check/M.O. for $  

Dept. MSA-612 179 Post Rd West, Westport CT 06880 
Charge: □ VISA □ MasterCard 

□ Discover Exp Date I  

Acct  
Waiver 
Signature. 

Name 

Address. 

City  

State .Zip_ 

CHARGE ORDERS CALL 1-800-770-1155 TOLL FREE 



Today's 

TECHNOLOGY MD YOU 
Keep your feet happy with a radiant floor 

ft: 
We have several chilly rooms. I would like to install 
warm floor radiant heat for its comfortable and indoor 
air quality (I have allergies). My budget is limited. 
What type of electric kits are available? ■ Carol D. 

H I 
TTOT; 1 n 

M 

These designs 
keep your body 

toasty warm 
ritL i ij ijfl 

1 | 
I;i 

Heats room 
even through 

carpeting 

Cut reinforcing 
mesh with any 

ordinary scissors 

A Installing an electric warm floor radiant kit 
# provides the most comfortable heat available. The 

warmth from the floor radiates to your body just 
like standing in the sun on a cold winter day. If you are 
like I am, when my feet are toasty 
warm, I feel warm all over. 

Electric warm floor radiant sys¬ 
tems are also efficient because the 
heat from the floor radiates directly 
to your body. This allows you to 
set the room air temperature several 
degrees cooler than normal for 
lower heating bills, yet you feel com¬ 
fortably warm. It is also healthier 
not to have the room air overly 
heated and often overly dry. 

In contrast, with a typical 
forced-air system, the hottest air 
often stagnates up at the ceiling. 
This is inefficient. Also, without 
blowing air through dirty ducts and 
stirring up dust in a room, electric 
warm floor radiant heat is great for 
allergy sufferers. With no moving 
parts, it is totally silent and maintenance-free. 

There are many new designs of low-cost electric 
warm floor system kits available. Many of these kits 
are ideal for the do-it-yourselfer. All of them can be 
laid uncier tile or other hard floor surfaces and some, 
like Warm Touch, can be laid on the floor directly 
under carpeting. Easy Heat sells color-coded kits. You 
select the proper colored box based on the square 
footage that you want to heat. 

This type of heating is safe. The floor temperature 
typically stays below 90 degrees. Using wire heating 
cables with multiple layers of superstrong insulation is 
very common. Other designs use low-voltage heating 
elements (8 to 30 volts) which are safe and easy to install 
yourself. One unique design by Heatizon uses low- 
voltage bronze screening for the heating element. 

James Dulley is a mechanical engineer who writes on a 
wide variety of energy and utility topics. His column 
appears in a large number of daily newspapers. 
Copyright 1998 James Dulley 

Film sheet 
design fits 
perfectly 
between 

floor joists 

Comfortable electric radiant floor heat is efficient 

For installation under tile or other hard floor 
surfaces, the heating element wire is laid in a back- 
and-forth pattern across the floor. The installation 
of the thin wire barely raises the floor level. This is 
coated with a thin layer of cement and often finished 
with tile. The density of the wire pattern is dependent 
on the amount of heat that the room requires. 

One very simple-to-install design uses a fine heating 
element wire woven through tough Arlyn reinforcing 

mesh. The mesh is stapled to the 
floor, covered with thinset and 
then finished with tile, marble or 
any other hard surface. It is sold in 
one-foot wide rolls in 10 to 80-foot 
lengths and produces about 44 Btu 
per square foot. 

Another simple design has 
thin heating elements inside a mat 
material that can be cut to fit with 
a scissors. You can select either an 
under-tile mat that is stapled to the 
floor or an under-carpet mat. Still 
another design, by Calorique, has 
the elements sandwiched in a du¬ 
rable film. The film is sized to be 
stapled between the floor joists and 
you can choose any floor covering. 

If you use warm floor 
heating in more than one room, each room has its 
own floor thermostat. This allows you to easily set 
each room at its most comfortable and efficient tem¬ 
perature without complicated zoning controls. For 
example, you would not want to keep a workroom, 
where you are active, as warm as your living room, 
where you relax after dinner. 

As with any heating system, setting back the ther¬ 
mostat saves money. For the lowest heating bills, select 
a kit with a programmable setback thermostat. For 
example, the thermostat can lower the bedroom floor 
temperature after you go to bed. In the morning, it 
will warm the floor again right before the alarm goes 
off so you can step down on a warm floor. 

Write for (or instant download — www.dulley.com) 
Utility Bills Update No. 691 — buyer’s guide of electric 
warm floor systems, design types, sizes/heat outputs, 
comfort controls and installation instructions. Please 
include $3.00 and a business-size SAE. Mail to: Jim 
Dulley, Illinois Country Living, P.O. Box 3787, 
Springfield, IL 62708. 
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■ SAWMILL $3795. ] 
FREE INFORMATION 

Norwood Sawmills 
90 Curtwright Di\, Unit 3 

Amherst. N.Y. 14221 

1-800-661-7746 

FREE HEARING CATALOG! 
•45 DAY TRIAL 

• $199 & UP 
BETTER 

HEARING 
DEPT B34, Brookport, IL 62910 
1 -800-320-3300 EXT B34 , 

America's Oldest & Largest Rare Breed Hatchery 
FREE COLOR CATALOG 

Over 140 varieties Baby Chicks, Bantams, 
Turkeys, Game Birds, Peacocks, Waterfowl, 
Guineas, Plus Books, Equipment, Eggs, 
Incubators, & Medicine. 

1-800-456-3280 
(24 hours a day) 

Website: http://www.mcmrrayhatchery.com 

Murray McMurray Hatchery, 
Cl 32, Webster City, Iowa 50595-0458 

WHY STRAIN 
To Haul HFA VT LOADS By Hand.. 

or STRUGGLE to Move Ox er- 

loaded Garden Carts in 

Soft Soil, Up lull or Down? 

The Revolutionary DR POWERWAGON 
has BIG POWER-DRIVEN WHEELS: 4 speeds 

plus power reverse; dump bed; optional ElecU'ic 
Starling. Made to order for suburban/rural 
property owners, gardeners, businesses, 
vacation homes. FREE DETAILS 
including prices, 
specifications 
and "Off-Season" 
Savings now 
in effect. 

1 (800)437-3113 
COUNTRY HOME 
PRODUCTS 
Dept. 4678N. Meigs 
Box 25. Vergennes, VT 05491 

Hauls up 
to 800 lbs. 

with EASE! 

BARN BUILDERS 
POLE BARN 

SPECIALISTS 

Price includes materials, delivery 

and construction with one pre- 

hung steel door. 6 skylights and 1 

year warranty on labor and materi¬ 

als, engineered trusses included. 

www.bcibarns.com 

Ask for our brochure. 
Will provide references. 

Sorry, not available north of Peoria. 
Prices may vary with code 

requirements. 

30 X 50 X 10, FULLY 

ENCLOSED, GALVANIZED 

$7,295.00 

36 X 48X10, HILLY 

ENCLOSED, GALVANIZED 

$8,995.00 
Colors and other sizes available 

1-800-766-5793 
E-mail: barn@azalea.net 
8:00 - 5:00 Mon. to Fri. 

8:00 to 12:00 Sat. 

Affordable Storage Structures 
• Energy Efficient 
• Factory Warrantied 
• Long Lasting Quality 

Call Today! 1-800-356-9682 

Wick 
Buildings 

www.wickbuildings.com 

SLEEP BETTER ON AIR! 
I f you toss and turn at 

night searching for a 

comfortable position. If you 

wake up with morning aches 

and pains. Here’s great news! 

Introducing The 
Revolutionary 

Select Comfort Air Bed! 
The Select Comfort Air 

Bed is a breakthrough sleep 

surface that’s so comfortable 

and so supportive we actually 

guarantee you a better 

night’s sleep! Even back pain 

sufferers sleep better on 

Select Comfort’s patented... 

cushion of air! 

A 

Soft. 

“For complete details on this 
New & Better Way to Sleep... 
Call for your FREE Catalog 

and Video!... TODAY! 

(fiLLo 
Gary Collins, 
Select Comfort Owner 

er 
The Secret Is 

Adjustable Firmness! 
Dual air chamber design lets you 

and your partner adjust firmness 

independently...on both sides! 

You’ll Sleep Better On Air! 
Unlike old-tashioned metal 

coils that create uncomfortable 

pressure points... and waterbeds 

that can bend your spine... 

the Select Comfort Air Bed 

uses individual air chambers 

that gendy contour to the 

curves of your body.. .reducing 

uncomfortable A 

pressure points... I 

and helping to 

support your back 

and spine properly. m 

Plus...You Easy to 

Control Firmness! use Pusb 
button 

with 3. Select firmness 

Comfort Air Bed control. 

you can actually adjust 

mattress firmness to your 

individual support and 

comfort needs quickly and 

easily...at any time! 

Makes Metal Coils Obsolete! 

Select Comfort Air Sleep Systems comfortably 
contour to your body, properly support your back 
and spine, and reduce pressure points. 

Metal Coil Mattresses can create uncomfortable 
pressure points and provide uneven support over time. 

Many Waterbeds can cause a “hammock" 
effect as the water beneath you displaces resulting 
in a bending of the spine. 

CALL TOLL-FREE TODAY FOR YOUR FREE CATALOG & VIDEO! 

1-800-831-1211 TlMft!TOlu4(B»«ay 

Name 

Address 

City 

SELECT COMFORJ 
The Air Bed Company 

State, Zip 

Call toll-free or mail coupon to: 

Select Comfort Direct Corporation 

Dept. 25801, 6105 Trenton Lane North, Minneapolis, MN 55442 © Select Comfort Direct Corp., 1999 
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An Important Announcement to Illinois Homeowners with Equity.... 

What Would You Do With An Extra 
$3,600 to $12,000 per year? 

How to Get a Fast Mortgage Loan To Pay Off All Your Bills** 
(Even If You've Been Turned Down By A Bank Or Mortgage Company) 

Home Equity is the Key Rockingham, N.C. - Ray and Becky were 
frustrated. They'd bought the house 12 years 
ago and it was five years old when they moved 
in. Becky laughed out loud when she thought 
back to that time. Back then it seemed so big 
and beautiful. But now, 12 years and 3 kids 
later, the house felt small and run down. The 
house needed a new roof and her two youngest 
girls. Emily and Katie, were doubling up in the 
small 10 x 12 bedroom. 
Five years ago. Ray and Becky had a contractor 
come and talk to them about a new addition. 
Becky remembered how excited she and Ray 
both were. They even paid to have the plans 
drawn up. But that was the year before Ray lost 
his job at the plant. She poured herself another 
cup of coffee and recalled how depressed they 
both were. It was over a year before he got 
another job. And during that time, they got 
behind on everything. 

No Summer Vacation 
They were so strapped for money one summer, 
they couldn't even take Emily and Katie to the 
beach for a few days for their annual vacation. 
Sure they finally got all caught up when Ray 
went back to work, it took them two years and 
by that time it had ruined their previously 
perfect credit record, it was a vicious cycle. You 
know, getting paid on Friday, sitting down on 
Saturday to pay bills and running out of money 
before all the bills are paid. 

MI Hit A Brick Wall" 
After they got caught up they tried again to 
borrow the money for the addition. First they 
got turned down by the local bank, then a 
mortgage company in town rejected them. They 
just kept hitting the same brick wall. Even 
though Ray had gone back to work in another 
carpet mill making MORE money, the late 
payments that showed up on his credit reports 
scared the local banks and mortgage companies 
away. Ray felt like he was working JUST to 
pay his monthly bills and doing nothing for 
himself. Becky or the kids. Then he ran into 
Elarvest Mortgage Company. Harvest helped 
him get a loan to pay off all his bills and 
consolidate everything into one single payment 
that was $358 lower than he had been making. 
That saved him a whopping $4,296 per year. 
TAX FREE. In the first year, that was enough 
money to close in the back porch, AND enough 
left over for new bikes for the kids. 

"If you have a 
minimum of 20% 
equity or more, 
there's a good 
chance we can 
help you save a lot 
of money every 
month by com¬ 
bining old bills 
and your old 

Carole Eskew, Sr., V.P. mortgage into one 

new and much lower payment. Or. we can 
help you get cash out of your home to buy a 
vacation home, start a business, whatever." 

Compare your budget to this: 

Amt. Owed Payment 
$12,000 2nd Mortgage $200IK) 

8,500 Auto Loan 375-,X) 

2.000 VISA lOO'10 

2,000 MasterCard 10000 

$25,000 Current Payment $775 °° 

-After Harvest Mortgage - 

New Payment: $187x;!/mo. 
APR 9.077% / 30 yr. term 

You Save: $587 ls/mo„ $7,046.16/yr. 
* Rates subject to change 

"1 couldn't believe it. We closed our loan 9 days 
after the first day I talked to them on the 
phone." 

Debbie C, Dallas 

"We ended up paying off all our bills and 
rolling them all into one single payment. After 
we did, our total monthly payments dropped by 
almost $400 per month." 

Billy and Judy.. Columbus 

"Thanks to you and your great company, we 
feel reborn. Words can not express the relief we 
feel. We are so glad this battle with the bills 
is almost over." 

James and Laurie C. 

Recent Loans Include: 
• A $45,000 loan to a borrower in bankruptcy. 
• A $100,000 loan to a borrower who couldn't 

verify income through tax returns. 
• A $95,000 bill-consolidation loan that saved 

the borrower over $8.100 per year and a 
whopping $124,000 over the loan period. 

(No singlexvides. please) 

No Ivory Towers 
"When you apply for a loan at Harvest Mort¬ 
gage, your loan request is reviewed and decided 
upon by the people right in our office," says a 
Harvest executive. He added. "Since we are 
direct lenders, we don't send the information to 
some guys off somewhere in New York or 
California. We review and approve loans right 
here in town locally." 

Fast Approval and Closing 
That means we can get your loan closed in a 
matter of days, and you never have to go out of 
your living room until you're ready to close." 

Loan For Purchase or Refinance 
Harvest Mortgage officials report that whether 
you are buying, refinancing a house, just 
looking to consolidate some bills, get cash for 
your property, they have created programs to 
give you the money you're looking for. 
Different loan programs include: 
• Loans to Borrowers with good credit, with 

the most competitive rates in the country. 
These are available for purchasing a new 
home or refinancing. 

• Loans to borrowers with a lot of equity 
homeowners who have slow credit or have 
even been bankrupt. 

• Cash out loans for investment property with 
a lot of equity. 

• Loans for borrowers who want to do 
additions or remodel their homes. 

Check This Out For Free 
To see how much money you may be able to 
get and exactly how much your payments 
would be, you can check it out by just 
picking up the phone and calling us. Be sure 
to ask for Carolyn Reid at 1-800-554-1314. 
All of this doesn’t cost you a dime, so you 
owe it to yourself. Don’t put this off any 
longer. Do it now while you’re thinking 
about it! You have got nothing to lose and 
everything to gain. Call Now! 

Harvest Mortgage Company Inc. 
Mortgage Bankers 

Illinois Residential Mortgage Licensee 
""“Subject to Qualification 

1-800-554-1314 



CreafetYonr Own Outdoor 
 T— ¥ J. O   

Name  

Address. 

. State Zip. 

184 Charles Street, Dept. 5179 Malden, MA 02148 

FREE Catalog & Video 
Call Toll-Free: 1-800-876-8060^, 
□ Yes! Please send your FREE Catalog & Video...including 
Special Savings now in effect...TODAY! 

Introducing The Revolutionary 
SunSetter Retractable Awning! 

If you’re tired of having your outdoor enjoyment rained on...baked out..or 
just plain ruined by unpredictable weather. 

At last there is a solution! One that lets you take control of the weather on 
your deck or patio! It’s the incredible SunSetter Retractable Awning! A simple... 
easy-to-use...& affordable way to outsmart the weather and start enjoying your 
deck or patio more...raz>? or shine! 

The SunSetter is like adding a whole extra outdoor room to your home... giving 
you instant protection from glaring sun...or sudden showers! Plus it’s incredibly 
easy to use...opening & closing effortlessly in less than 30 seconds! 

So, stop struggling with the weather... 
& start enjoying your deck or patio more! 

Call for a FREE Catalog & Video! 
1-800-876-8060 Ext. #5179 

Just pull on the handy strap & your 
SunSetter unrolls effortlessly! 

You choose full sun, partial shade or 
total protection in just seconds! 

L: J 



Illinois' 

FINEST COOKING 
(jOOKIN Friends of the Palestine Library 

Palestine, IL 

"Home Cooking with Friends" cookbook 
was created by the Friends of the Palestine 
Library to help support the library. The 1997 
cookbook is spiral-bound, soft-backed and has 
133 pages of recipes and helpful hints. 

Contact Sue to purchase at the Palestine 
Public Library, 116 South Main Street, 
Palestine, IL 62451. The cost is $8 for one or 
$7.50 for each additional with $2 each for 
shipping. 

HOT CHICKEN SALAD Mindy Knoblett CHINESE CASSEROLE Maxine Richey 

2 C. chicken (cooked 
chopped) 

1/2 C. celery 
1/2 C. toasted almonds 
1/2 tsp. salt 
2 tsp. onion, chopped 

2 T. lemon juice 
1 C. light mayonnaise 
Pepper 
1/2 C. cheddar cheese, shredded 
Parsley 
Potato chips 

1 lb. hamburger 
2 small onions, chopped 
3 stalks celery, chopped 
Salt to taste 
1 can Chinese vegetables, 

including juice 

1 can mushroom soup 
1 can celery soup 
1/2 C. instant rice 
1 C. water 
Soy sauce to taste 

Combine chicken, celery, almonds, salt, onion, lemon juice, may¬ 
onnaise, and pepper. Spoon into 1 1/2 quart greased casserole 
dish. Sprinkle with cheese, chips and parsley. Bake at 350 for 20 
minutes. 

Brown hamburger, onions, celery and salt in skillet. Drain off grease. 
Add Chinese vegetables, soups, rice, water and soy sauce. Mix 
together and add to hamburger. Bake in 8xl3x2-inch pan at 350° 
for 40 minutes. Serve with chow mein noodles. 

LATKES The Jindrich family 
TURKEY MEATBALLS Mary Swartz 

WITH HONEY-MUSTARD 

1 lb. ground turkey 
1 egg, lightly beaten 
3/4 c. crushed butter-flavored 

crackers 
1/2 C. mozzarella cheese, 

shredded 
1/4 C. onion, chopped 
1/2 tsp. ground ginger 

In a bowl, combine turkey, egg, cracker crumbs, cheese, onion, ginger 
and 3 T. mustard. Form into 30 balls, 1-inch each. Place in a greased 
13x9x2-inch baking dish. Bake, uncovered, at 350° for 20 to 25 
minutes or until juices run clear. In a saucepan, combine pineapple 
juice, green pepper, honey, cornstarch and onion powder; bring to 
a boil, stirring constantly. Cook and stir 2 minutes more; reduce 
heat. Stir in remaining mustard until smooth. Brush meatballs with 
about 1/4 C. sauce and return to the oven for 10 minutes. Serve 
remaining sauce as a dip for meatballs. 

3 large potatoes 1 tsp. flour 
1 large onion vegetable oil 
3 eggs sour cream 
salt (to taste) 

Grate potatoes and onion into a bowl; mix with eggs. Add salt and 
flour. Set aside to rest while heating just enough oil to cover the 
bottom of a heavy pan. When oil is hot, add potato mixture to it in 
tablespoons. Fry quickly until brown on both sides. Drain on paper 
towels; serve warm overlaid with sour cream. 

TWINKIE CAKE Kimberley Garrett 

1 box Twinkies 2 sliced bananas 
1 Ig. box instant vanilla 1 can crushed pineapple, drained 
pudding 1 container Cool Whip 

Line cake pan with Twinkies. Make pudding according to direc¬ 
tions on box and spread over Twinkies. Slice bananas on top, then 
spread pineapple over bananas. Top with Cool Whip and refrigerate. 

6 T. Dijon mustard, divided 
1 1/4 C. unsweetened pineapple 

juice 
1/4 C. green pepper, chopped 
2 T. honey 
1 T. cornstarch 
1/4 tsp. onion powder 

24 ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING ■ FEBRUARY 1999 



CAPITAL 

Purple Martin Capital of the Nation 
Griggsville, IL 

The Institutional Management 
Classes I Se II of Griggsville High 
School produced this cookbook in 
1991. Proceeds go to the FHA- 
HERO members for community 
service projects. The cookbook is 
spiral-bound, soft-backed and has 77 
pages of recipes. 

Purchase the cookbook for 
$6 plus $2 shipping from Linda 
Cherry, 331 South Jackson, 

Pittsfield, IL 62363 or phone her 
at (217) 285-2060. 

APPLE CRISP Bonnie Kurfman PURPLE LADY SALAD Robin Callihan 

5 apples, peeled and 
sliced 

2/3 C. sugar 
1 tsp. cinnamon 
1/2 C. sugar 

1 C. flour 
1/4 tsp. salt 
1 tsp. baking powder 
3/4 stick butter 

Mix apples, sugar and cinnamon together and place in a greased 
9x4-inch baking dish. Using pastry blender, blend the rest of the 
ingredients until crumbly. Put on top of apples and bake in a 350 
oven for 45 minutes. 

BROCCOLI-CAULIFLOWER SALAD Peggy Stanley 

2-3 oz. pkgs. black raspberry 
Jello 

1 1/2 C. crushed pineapple, 
juice and all 

1 1/2 C. boiling water 
21 oz. can blueberry pie 

filling 
9 oz. Cool Whip, thawed 

Dissolve gelatin in boiling water. Chill until thick. Fold in other 
ingredients in order. Turn into mold or 9x13-inch pan. Chill. 

CHICKEN IN THE GARDEN Isabella Laird 

2 C. cooked, diced chicken 1 can cream of chicken soup 
1/2 C. milk 1 can French fried onions 
10 oz. pkg. frozen vegetables 

4 C. raw broccoli, cut 3 C. raw cauliflower, cut 
into small flowerettes into small flowerettes 

1/2 C. dark raisins 8 slices bacon, cooked 
1 bunch green onions, sliced crisp and crumbled 
1/2 C. sunflower seeds 

Dressing: Mix 1 C. mayonnaise, 3 T. vinegar, 1/4 C. sugar. Mix 
dressing together. Add to rest of ingredients. Mix. Refrigerate for 2 
hours. 

HOMEMADE CHICKEN COATING Lucy Daniels 

1/2 C. flour 1 tsp. paprika 
1/2 tsp. salt 1/2 tsp. garlic powder 
1/2 tsp. dried thyme 1/4 tsp. pepper 
4 chicken legs &. thighs 1/2 C. milk 

Preheat oven to 375°. Combine flour, paprika, salt, garlic powder, 
thyme and pepper in a plastic bag. Dip chicken in milk, shake off 
excess. Add to bag and shake to coat evenly. Place chicken on a 
greased baking sheet. Bake 40 minutes until chicken is tender and 
coating crisp. 

CRAB RANGOON Linda Camp 

3 tsps. lemon juice 
1 can drained crabmeat 
dash cayenne pepper 

8 oz. cream cheese 
1/8 tsp. garlic powder 
1 small size pkg. of won ton skins 

Mix well and put 1 tsp. on each won ton skin. Go around edge of 
skin with beaten egg and press to seal in shape of triangle. Deep 
fry until golden brown. 

Combine all ingredients with 1 C. of the onions in covered casserole. 
Bake 375° for 45 minutes. Top with remaining onions. 

WILD BIRD FOOD 
Food preferences varies greatly among the many 
species of birds; however desired wild birds can be 
attracted to what one feeds, where one feeds and 
when the food is available. 

Quick winter food energy sources Birds 

Bread, cornbread, cracked corn, Bluejay 
popped corn, peanut kernels, 
shelled corn, sunflower seeds 

Melon seeds, mixed seeds, oatmeal, Cardinal 
pecans, pumpkin seeds, squash 
seeds, sunflower seeds 

Peanut butter, raw peanuts, suet, Chickadee 
sunflower seeds 

Niger, sunflower Finch 

Safflower, sunflower hearts and seeds Grosbeak 

Cornbread, cracked corn, millet, Junco 
milo, mixed, peanut hearts 

Peanut butter, raw peanuts, suet, Nuthatch 
sunflower seeds 

Pecan meats, suet Wren 
Sources: Nature House,IL Dept, of Conservation, Keller &. Sons 
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There are no 
substitutes 

one way to enjoy 
comfort and dramatically 

heating, cooling and hot water bills 
with a WaterFurnace geothermal comfort system. At 

we've designed our products and selected our dealers 
with comfort, quality, efficiency and the environment in mind. In fact, 
our products are so efficient, you could save as much as 60% off your 
heating, cooling and hot water costs. So get on the road to savings. 
But remember, ask for it by name ... and don't accept substitutes. 
After all, there's only one WaterFurnace. 

For more information or to locate your closest WaterFurnace 
dealer, call 1-800-Geo-Save or visit us at www.waterfurnace.com. 

furnace 

#1 Residential Geothermal System installed in Illinois over the past ten years. 

Call an authorized independent WaterFurnace Dealer near you 
for a Free Energy Analysis to see how much you can save. 

Arnold Brothers Heating & Cooling 
Macomb, IL, 309-833-2852 

Boyce Electric 
Cissna Park, IL, 815-457-2700 

Burgess & Son, Inc. 
Girard, IL, 217-627-2665 

Charlie’s Air Conditioning 
Carterville, IL, 618-985-2502 

Collins Plumbing & Heating 
Springfield, IL, 217-793-8031 
Petersburg, IL, 217-632-3670 

Comfort Air Conditioning & 
Heating Inc. 
Granite City, IL, 618-797-2100 
Columbia, IL, 618-281-5444 
Edwardville, IL, 618-656-1300 

Comfort Mechanical 
Gibson City, IL, 217-784-4422 

Den-Son Inc. Cooling & Heating 
Brighton, IL, 618-372-3875 

DeRousse Heating & Air Conditioning 
Red Bud, IL, 618-282-2224 
Chester, IL, 618-826-4359 

Design Air Heating & Air Conditioning 
Decatur, IL, 217-429-1105 
1-800-452-7845 

Easley Mechanical 
Canton, IL, 309-647-3450 

Electro Electric 
Flora, IL, 618-662-4520 

Energy Specialists 
Toluca, IL, 800-782-7491 

G-M Specialists 
Canton, IL, 309-647-5700 

Holloway Heating & Air Conditioning 
Mt. Vernon, IL, 618-242-5481 

Hoveln Heating & Cooling 
Thomasboro, IL, 217-643-2125 

Jeckel Plumbing & Heating 
Delavan, IL, 309-244-8265 

Jansen’s Heating & Air Conditioning 
Effingham, IL, 217-347-5223 

Kupferschmid, Inc. 
Pontiac, IL, 815-842-3812 
Forrest, IL, 815-657-8147 

Macari Service Center 
Shelbyville, IL, 217-774-4214 
Pana, IL, 217-562-3631 

McCords Heating and Air Conditioning 
West Frankfort, IL 618-932-3745 

Middleton Heating & Cooling Inc. 
Cobden, IL, 618-893-2821 

Mike’s Heating & Air 
Vienna, IL, 618-695-2756 
Metropolis, IL 618-524-3270 

Neuhaus Heating and Air Conditioning, Inc. 
Litchfield, IL 1-888-324-2818 

Peters Heating & Air Conditioning, Inc. 
Quincy, IL, 217-222-1368 
Pittfield, IL, 217-285-1600 

R & M Electric 
Watseka, IL, 815-432-4062 

Stein Heating & Cooling 
Hardin, IL, 618-576-2313 

Toennies Service Co. 
Damiansville, IL, 618-248-5130 

Triangle Heating & Cooling 
Tuscola, IL, 217-253-5400 

Williams Air Conditioning & Heating, Inc. 
Murphysboro, IL, 618-684-3606 
Steelville, IL, 618-965-2040 

Yard Heating & Cooling 
Taylorville, IL, 217-824-4737 

©1998 WaterFurnace International 



[YES! Please rush complete FREE DETAILS ofj 
[the Revolutionary DR® TRIMMER/MOWER™[ 
[including prices and specifications of Manual,} 
[ Electric-Starting and Professional Models and “Off- [ 
[Season” Savings now in effect. 

Address 
WCG 

City State Zip 

To: COUNTRY HOME PRODUCTS®, Dept. 4678T j 
Meigs Road, P.O. Box 25, Vergennes, VT 05491 i 

CALL Tout fteee 
K8a3)MS't'3iS 

Please call or write for FREE 
DETAILS about the Revolutionary 
DR® TRIMMER/MOWER™! 

“This is the first 
trimmer that I can 

honestly say 1 
enjoy running. ” 

— Elizabeth Hiller, 
Topeka, Kansas 

©1999 CHP, Inc. 

Revolutionary 2-in-1” 
TRIMMER 
MOWER"! 

Takes the place of both your hand-held 
trimmer and rotary mower! 

• The DR® TRIMMER/MOWER™ 
rolls light as a feather on 
two BIG WHEELS! 

• TRIMS far easier, better, 
more precisely than hand-held 
trimmers. PLUS, MOWS 
everything from whole lawns 
(even wet!) to tough waist- 
high growth with ease! 

• Rocks, roots, stumps, 
etc., do it no harm 
because the DR® 

• Perfect 
for/ILL 

mowing and 
trimming 

around smaller 
properties, 

vacation homes, 
etc...finish-up 

mowing and 
trimming after 

riding mowers on 
larger parcels... 

and rough 
area mowing 
everywhere. 

• A delight for 
anyone to use! 

“Pound for pound the best piece of 
equipment we ever bought! ” 

— Lloyd Cestare, 
Perkasie. 

So, WHY HASSLE 
with hand-held 

trimmers that are 
hard to start and 

tiring to use...OR 
with small-wheels 

mowers? 

has no steel 
blades to 
bend or dull. 

IL 



MARKETPLACE 
Used meat saws, slicers, grinders, tenderizers and other 
butchering equipment. 2615 South 1st, Springfield, 
Illinois. Phone (217) 522-3934. 

INSULATION — 4 x 8 sheets, Foil backed foam — factory 
seconds — easy to install. Contact Ken Nichols at 
(800) 424-1256. 

POST FRAME BUILDINGS—Farm, commercial, 
residential. Bill Parkinson, Hardin, IL 62047, Phone 
(618) 576-2287 or (800) 225-8070. 

Used and new restaurant and concession equipment. 
Ice machines, grills, fryers, sinks, poppers, ice cream 
machines, etc. Erio Sales, 2615 So. 1st, Springfield, IL. 
(217) 522-3934. 

WANTED: TO BUY standing timber of all species. 
Highest possible prices paid. Selective cutting optional. 
Minimal land disturbance. D&.F Logging, Ava, IL 
(618) 426-3065, (618) 426-9001. 

WATER CONDITIONER with no salt, no maintenance, 
no electricity, no replacement parts. Call (800) 500-3303, 
Tower Hill, IL. Ask for Bob. 

WORK CLOTHES 
GOOD CLEAN Rental-type work clothes, 6 pants and 
6 shirts to match $29.95. Lined work jackets-$9.95. 
Satisfaction Guaranteed! Send sizes with check or money 
order plus $5-S&.H to: WALT’S WHOLESALE, 
P.O. Box 208-E, Darlington, SC 29540. or MC/Visa 
orders (800) 233-1853. 

SHAWNEE NATIONAL FOREST in beautiful 
Southern Illinois. Properties for hunting, fishing, 
retirement. Call Ocie Paxton Realty at (618) 683-4203. 

WANTED: ALL SPECIES standing timber; track of 20 
acres or more. Clear-cutting if desired. Call Paul Jones, 
Ridgway, IL 62979. Phone (618) 272-3031. 

PLANNING A FLORIDA VACATION? Fish Haven 
Lodge on beautiful Lake Juliana is the place for you. 
Located in central Florida, only 30 min. from Disney 
World. Lakefront housekeeping cottages, adult mobile 
home park and large R.V. lots are available. Some of 
Florida’s most reasonable rates. Write Fish Haven Lodge, 
Box 1, Fish Haven Road, Auburndale, FL 33823. Phone 

(941) 984-1183. 

BECOME AN ORDAINED MINISTER by Correspon¬ 
dence Study. The harvest truly is great, Luke 10:2. 
Ministers for Christ, 3531 West Glendale Ave., Suite 
211, Phoenix, AZ 85051. http://www.ordination.org. 

FIBERGLASS CORRUGATED, 26-inch wide. 8-10-12 
foot long. 8 ft.-$4. 12 ft.-$6. Large supply, all colors. 
Dongola, IL. (618) 827-4737. 

SWENEY’S LLAMAS: Registered, breedings, sales, fiber 
for spinning. FALL BABIES are here in training. Farm 
visits welcome. Avon, IL. (309) 465-3847. 

BLEACHER RECLINER™. Superior quality portable 
bleacher seat. (800) 621-2605 or www.swiftsite.com/ 
btcorp 

WANTED: METEORITES, older jukeboxes, slot 
machines, movie posters, guitars, antique motorcycles. 
Charles King, #5 Larchmont Ct, St. Peters, MO 63376. 
(314) 978-2788. 

MCNESS PRODUCTS, Spices, Seasonings, (Famous) 
Vanilla, Extracts, Soup, Gravy Bases, Krestol Salve, 
Dessert Mixtures and Home Care Products. Call 
(217) 854-8500. 

AMERICAN BOBTAILS, PIXIE BOBS AND BENGAL 
kittens available. Own a pet with that wild look but a 
gentle loving personality. All TICA-registered, contract 
and health guaranteed. Benmarne Cattery — (217) 324- 
2678. Near Litchfield. 

HYPERACTIVITY! FOCUS! ANGRY! Extremely 
bright but failing in school. Omega Sun® mother nature 
wild food. Free information. Call (888) 501-0133. 
Independent distributor. 

LYME DISEASE — How to tell if you are infecred. 180- 
page book. Satisfaction guaranteed, fast delivery. Send 
$18 to Dennis Lakin, Box 320-810. Kansas City, MO 
64132. 

AFTER DINNER SPEAKER. “Live, Laugh and Love” 
with Louie the Singing Farmer. Humor with a message. 
Louis Reuschel, Golden, IL. (217) 696-2493. 

PIANOS FOR SALE (new and pre-owned) for small 
monthly payments. 10 percent for cash sales. For more 
information, call (800) 346-1775. 

LLAMAS ARE WONDERFUL! They do it all - guard 
livestock, carry your load, give you the wool off their 
backs, walk with you or pull you in a cart, and are just a 
joy to be around! Find YOUR ideal llama today at 
Tranquility Llamas, Bloomington, Illinois. (309) 963- 
4553. 

MAGNETIC THERAPY is reported by many to give 
relief from: pain, migraine, headaches, allergies, arthritis, 
etc. (800) 500-3303, ask for Bob. 

BASKETWEAVING, CHAIRSEATING SUPPLIES, 
OAK Baskets, Books, Kits. Quality. Discounted. Retail, 
Wholesale. Catalog $1. Ozark Basketry-REN, Box 599, 
Fayetteville, ARK 72702-0599. 

PLAY GOSPEL SONGS by EAR! Add Chords, Piano, 
Organ. 10 easy lessons $7.50. Guaranteed. Davidsons, 
6727R1 Metcalf, Shawnee Mission, Kansas 66204. 

TAYLOR SOFT SERVE MACHINES, single phase, 
double with twist, standby, guaranteed. Erio Sales, 
2615 So. First, Springfield, IL 62704. (217) 522-3934. 

CUSTOM SAWMILLING with Portable Woodmizer. 
Your place or mine. Call Jim Virkler, (815) 692-2890. 

FARM • CHURCH SPORTS • HORSE • CAR - PLANE 
ALL STEEL • ALL COLOR - 25i50 WARRANTY 

$35,000 YEARLY! Take action today — make money 
tomorrow! Homeworkers needed: Assembly, clerical and 
mail processing positions! Free job application: Charlin, 
Box 7158-P, Albuquerque, NM 87194. 

COLLOIDAL MINERALS — $5.97 per quart. Case of 
12 — 40,000 mgs. per quart. Call (800) 999-9345. 

WATKINS PRODUCTS since 1868. Rated among top 
10 home-based businesses. Start under $36. Free 

information, money-saving catalog. Independent 
Directors. (888) 556-7235. 

REGISTERED LLAMA MALES, $175 and up. Females 
$800 and up. Registered miniature donkey pair, Black 
Jack and Grey Jenny $1,600. Black Jack weanling $475. 
(618) 783-2169. 

NEW SUBDIVISION - SHAWNEE MEADOWS, Pope 
County, IL. Close to Ohio River. Marina, golfing, 
fishing, hunting. Restrictions. Agent-owned. Ocie Paxton 
Realty. (618) 683-4203. 

E-Z MATICf PET DOORS. Weather-tight (seals tight 
“All around!”) Super quiet, safe. Easy to install and use, 
sizes for any dog/cat. Free brochure, call (715) 635-2644. 
Riverside Products, W7909, Green Valley Road, 
Spooner, WI 54801. 

ATTN: CISTERN &. WELL OWNERS.Gauge mounts 
in your home shows how much water you have. Hellborn 
Innoventions, 8036 Blinds Hollow Road, Sparta, IL 
62286. (888) 333-7194. 

FREE Poultry Catalog Showing 
All Kinds of Poultry in Color 

Over 70 Varieties, Baby Chicks, Exotic 
Rare Breeds, Games, Guineas, Turkeys, 
Ducks, Bantams, Chukars, MasterCard, 
Discovers Visa... Write or call today 
for your copy of this years FREE 
Poultry Catalog in Color. 

MARTI POULTRY FARM 
Box 27-7, Windsor, Missouri 65360 
 Telephone — 660-647-3156  

QUESTIONS?? If you found nutritional supplements, 
neutraceuticals and functional foods that deliver positive 
health results for thousands of people — powdered 
supplements believed to offer high absorbency and 
patient compliance; products that gained the respect of 
physicians around the country; foods that positively 
influence specific functions of the body — wouldn’t you 
want to investigate them? Inquires: call (888) 545-9797. 

FOR SALE: INDIAN ARTIFACTS, 2 watches over 100 
years old, old silverware, old foreign coins, confederate 
paper money, old jewelry. Call Donald W. Fleming at 
(618) 949-3443. 

12 FAMILY PURPLE MARTIN House $29.95, 16 Family 
Barn $39.95. Factory direct. Ask how to receive a FREE 
Martin House. (800) 764-8688. www.purplemartin.net. 

20/20 WITHOUT GLASSES! Safe, rapid, non- 
surgical, permanent restoration 6-8 weeks. Airline pilot 
developed, doctor approved. Free information by 
mail: (800) 422-7320 Ext. 124, (406) 961-5570, Fax 
(406) 961-5577, http://www.visionfreedom.com. 
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED. 

SKYROCKETING GROCERY BILLS destroying your 
budget7 Lower your grocery bills with coupons you select. 
Send SASE to Coupon Connection, P.O. Box 432, 
Watseka, IL 60970-0432 or phone (815) 433-8254 for 
message. 

LUCAS RIVER LODGE — two bedroom tourist cottage 
overlooking Mississippi River. Three miles south of 
Nauvoo. Visit our website http://www.fort-madison.net/ 
lucaslodge or call (217) 453-6566 for reservations. 

WARM FRIENDLY / SANGAMON RADIANT 
WIRSBO aqua pextubing products 
for agricultural, commercial shop 
floors and homes Made in the USA 

(217)522-3934 • FAX (217)522-3933 
Evening (217)483-3223 John D. McMillan - Owner 
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Classified Ad Order Form 

Enclosed is $_ for the ad copy below to run times starting with the 
Charges for each month’s insertion, co-op members: $8 for the first 20 words or less and 30 cents per additional word. 
Non-members: $1.20 per word with a $24 minimum for 20 words or less. 

All ads must be in one paragraph form. No centered 
copy. Maximum of four all-capital words per ad. 
Check/cash/money order payable to Illinois Country 
Living and member’s address label must accompany 
order. 
Please type or print your ad neatly. You may use a 

separate sheet if needed. Include your name, ad¬ 
dress and phone number. I am a member of 
  electric cooperative. 
The publisher reserves the right to reject any adver¬ 
tisement. 

Mail to: Illinois Marketplace, Illinois Country Living 
P.O. Box 3787- Springfield, IL 62708 

Deadline for April issue: February 15 

LIVE LINE DEMO, INC. Electrical safety programs 
demonstrating contact with 120 to 7,200 volts, lockout 
tagout procedures, and more. For schools, fire 
departments, farm safety, 7916. organizations, and 
businesses. Call Kyle Finley at (217) 759-7916. 

WANTED: OWNER-FINANCED MORTGAGES, 
monthly payments or lump sum cash? We pay you cash! 
Heritage @ Mocksville, NC. (800) 843-2790. 

LET THE GOVERNMENT PAY for your new or existing 
home. Over 100 different programs available. Free 
recorded message: (707) 448-3210. (8HX7). 

LOSE WEIGHT THE LAZY way. The incredible fat¬ 
burning cookie. Info: Send $1 to Dept. 3, 5680 US 45 
S, Harrisburg, IL 62946. 

WOLFCREEK FORESTRY - a full service forestry 
consulting business specializing in FOREST 
MANAGEMENT, stewardship plans, timber sales, 
appraisals, tree planting, herbicide applications and 
pruning. For more information call (618) 964-1405. A 
properly managed forest insures that there will be forest 
products including but not limited to timber, recreation 
and wildlife now and for future generations. 

HOT SPRINGS VILLAGE, ARKANSAS. Lot backs to 
Commons area, very private; land purchased 25 years 
ago. Only $10,000 or best offer. (217) 726-7988. 

LOSE WEIGHT NOW! GUARANTEED! All natural 
nutrition program that really works. Lose weight and 
gain new energy. Look and feel the difference. Call 
(888) 547-7524. 

ARABIAN STANDING AT STUD. Beautiful dark Bay 
(almost black). Great-grandson of Bask*LFG. $200-350. 
Payment plan ok. (309) 535-3285. 

HARLEQUIN GREAT DANE. Standing at stud. 
Beautiful markings, large boned, stocky, great 
temperament, AKC Registered — $300. (309) 535-3285. 

EXCEPTIONAL BUY - GREAT OPPORTUNITY. 
Video rental and ice cream business, plus four very nice 
income producing rental units, 15K+ cash flow, priced 
far below market value to sell immediately. 30 minutes 
from St. Louis in New Athens, IL (2 blocks to 
recreational river and marina). (618) 476-7923. 

LET THE GOVERNMENT FINANCE your new or 
existing small business. Grants/loans to $800,000. Free 
recorded message: (707) 449-8600. (HX7). 

KEEP COYOTES AWAY with an AIREDALE. Great 
family, farm and hunting dogs. Hardy, farm raised. 
Females: $250, males: $200. (217) 824-5685. 

BEAUTIFUL WATERFRONT HOME, Lake of Egypt, 
2,300 square feet. Additional lots available. (618) 995- 
9632. 

ATTENTION LIVESTOCK FARMERS: Open pol¬ 
linated seed corn - $31. Outproduces hybrids for silage. 
Yields high protein grain. Quantity discount. (217) 857- 

3377. 

SAVE: Generators, Baldwin tractor and truck filters, 
generators — gas, diesel trifuel; hard bolt assortments, 
restocking, shop lubrication equipment, fuel tanks, 
pumps, Northern hydraulic catalog items, all discounted. 
Country Supply, 88S Jungle, Murphysboro, IL 62966 
or country@globaleyes.net. 

CHIPPERS: Like new, Vermeer 935 Brush Chipper, 
Perkins Diesel, other new and used lumber and logging 
equipment. Willow Creek Manufacturing. Phone 
(618) 569-3407. 

STERLING SILVER CHARMS! Hundreds of styles 
available. Collect sports, hobbies, mascots and more. 
Send SABSE for list and prices. Baily’s Charms, 
P.O. Box 73, Mt. Zion, IL 62549. AnnPran@aol.com or 
http://hometown.aol.com/annpran/page/index.htm. 

WANTED to BUY: INDIAN ARTIFACTS of all kinds; 
one piece or entire collections. Call (309) 543-3847 
evenings or leave message. 

SAWMILL, EDGERS, PALLET MACHINERY. New and 
used equipment for lumber industry, including saw teeth 
and shanks. Willow Creek Manufacturing. (618) 569- 
3407. 

AMAZING MOISTURIZER! YOUR dry skin becomes 
soft, smooth, youthful. Recommended by clinics, 
pharmacies. Money-back guarantee. Free sample. 
Comfortable choices (800) 971-2002 Ext. 214. 

HARD TO FIND old-fashioned Castor Bean flower seed. 
Send $2 and SASE to O. Leidigh, RR 2 Box 295, 
Golconda, IL 62938. 

Health Insurance For 
“SELF-EMPLOYED” 

MAJOR MEDICAL 
• $20 Doctor Visits! 
• $10 Prescriptions! 
• $20 Physicals! 
• $25 Mamograms! 
• 25% Non-Smokers Discount! 
• “Vanishing” Deductible 

Health-Link PPO 
Call 

Paul Dunn 
National ~ (888) 662-7788 
W&m. TOLL FREE 

EVERGREENS, DECIDUOUS, FRUIT, nut trees and 
landscape shrubs available for spring planting. For 
information write: Woodstock Nursery, W6291 Hwy. 
95, Neillsville, WI 54456 or call toll free (888) 803- 
TREE. 

SUN ROOM, GREENHOUSE, SOLAR heat, quick 
addition. Commercial sliding doors, iodized gold 
aluminum, maintenance-free safety glass — $250. 
(618) 783-2344. 

RELIV SOYSENTIALS, a new protective supplement 
designed exclusively for women, makes it easy to give 
your body what it needs to stay healthy. This potent 
formulation includes soy protein, power antioxidants and 
a wide array of medicinal herbs. Use it every day to 
alleviate symptoms of menopause and PMS as you for¬ 
tify your body against some of the most serious health 
problems facing women today. Take control...take care 
with SoySentials women’s daily supplement. Money back 
guarantee. Independent Reliv distributor. (888) 251- 
1538. 

SAY NO TO FIBROMYALGIA, chronic pain, fatigue, 
depression, migraines, etc. (888) 884-2905. 

REGISTERED CALAHOULA STOCK DOG, born 
12-16-98. Blue, red and black tiger, some blue eyes. $100 
will reserve. Working stock. Males: $250. Females: $300. 
Phone (618) 253-8900. 

HERITAGE 
BUILDING SYSTEMS 

Established 1979 

800-643-5555 
BUILD IT YOURSELF AND SAVE 

24 x 36 x 10   S4420 
39 x 60 x 12   $8481 
60 X 72 X 12   $14,395 
90 x 150 x 16  $36,995 
160 X 200 x 16  $77,414 

Commercial all steel buildings and component 
parts from America's largest distributor since 
1979. Any size is available featuring easy bolt up 
rigid frame design for industry, office, mini-stor¬ 
age. shop, farm and home. Call us today for a free 
information package and quote on the best build¬ 
ings made. 

Mini Warehouse Sale 
Any Shape Any Size 

L www.inetalbldg.com J 
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^TfcWireiesS 
Installation made easy! Davis’ wire¬ 
less Weather Monitor II® and 
Weather Wizard III® stations use 

our new SensorLink ” to trans¬ 
mit data to the display console 
up to 400' away! Each station 
comes completely pre-assem- 
bled and includes sensors, a 
radiation shield, a weather- 

tight shelter, and a display con¬ 
sole with receiver. All without run- 

Or try our new radio transmission solutions - 
Spread-Spectrum Radio Modem, UHF Radio 
Modem & Cellular Phone Modem. They work 
with all of our stations to provide data trans¬ 
mission from virtually anywhere. 

Davis Wireless Weather 
Stations Feature 
Inside and Outside 

Temperature, Wind Speed 

and Direction, Barometric Pressure 

and Trend, Wind Chill, Dew Point, Daily and 

Yearly Rainfall, Inside and Outside Humidity, 

Time and Date, Highs and Lows, Alarms. 

For o FREE cotalog, coll RUP0299 

1-800-678-3669 
One-year warranty • 30-day money-back guarantee 

Davis Instruments 3465 Diablo Ave., Hayward, CA 94545-2778 

(510) 732-9229 • FAX (510) 732-9188 • sales@davisnet.com • www.davisnet.com • 

The Amazing Walk-Behind Brush Cutter! 

DR® FIELD and 
BRUSH MOWER 
CLEARS & MAINTAINS meadows, pastures, 
woodlots, wooded and rough non-lawn areas with 
ease. CUTS tall grass, weeds, brambles, tough 
brush and even hardwood saplings up to 1" thick. 

CHOPS/MULCHES most everything it cuts. 
Leaves NO TANGLE of brush to pick up like 
hand-held brushcutters and sicklebar mowers. 
Perfect for low-maintenance wildflower 
meadows, European-style 
woodlots, walking paths, 
or any area you only want - 
to mow once a month 
or once a season 

• Up to 14 HP 
• 4 Speeds 
• Power Reverse 

pK 
dependable! 

Pat. Pend. 

Mows 
up to 1 

icre 
per 

hour 

IbU. 
feet 

ueoo) 
M31-3H3 

Please mail this coupon TODAY for complete FREE | 
DETAILS of the DR FIELD and BRUSH MOWER I 
including prices, specifications, and “Off-Season" j 
Savings now in effect. There is no obligation. 

| Name - 
I WCG £ 

j Address  S 

I City State   ZIP ® 

l To: COUNTRY HOME PRODUCTS-. Dept. 4678F I 
Meigs Road. P.O. Box 25. Vergennes. VT 05491 J 

Hawaii 
FARM TOUR 

THE BEST ESCORTED VACATION,YOU'LL EVER FIND. 

15 DAYS ^ 1 ft 14 
A ror AMnc i'row H ISLANDS ADD $100 FROM EAST COAST 

Departs every Tuesday, January 11 through 

January 25, 2000. Includes airfare, Hawaiian-owned hotels, 

transfers, baggage handling, Hawaiian escort flying with 
you from island to island, staying in OAHU, HAWAII (Kona 

& Hilo), MAUI and KAUAI Sightseeing includes Honolulu 
City Tour with Pearl Harbor, Volcano National Park, Kona 

Coffee Plantation Tour. Parker Cattle Ranch Museum. 

Orchid Nursery, Macadamian Nut Factory Tour, Wailua 

Riverboat Cruise, Fern Grotto, Guava Plantation, plus more 

as listed in brochure. 

ASTA VACATIONS^- 
Open Sunday • Call for Free Brochure 

Includes R/T Airfare • Groups Welcome 
Price Based on Per Person Double Occupancy 

1-800-888-8204 
Our32st Year- Overa million satisfied customers 

$Quality Steel Buildings$ 

1-800-241-8339 
40x60x12 $ 8,772 
50x75x10 $10,457 
60x100x12 $17,589 
60x75x12 $13,368 
50x100x12 $13,934 
100x100x12 w/cdumn $23,987 
100x150x14 w/cdumn $36,535 

F.OB. plant - All Sizes Available 
Codes may affect prices 

We will match any deal 
with Quality Steel! 

3300 Holcomb Bridge Rd., Suite 201 
Norcross, Georgia 30092 

Visit us at our web site •www.arcosteel.com 

STEEL BUILDINGS 
Buy Factory Direct! 

Commercial, Self Storage Buildings, Church Buildings 

• All Steel Framing • Professional Construction • 

American Steel Buildings 
1-800-400-5121 

  CALL NOW FREE QUOTES   

MOBILE HOME ROOF 
PROBLEMS? 

Our New Insulated Roof System For 
Mobile Homes Is The Permanent Solution. 

‘LIFETIME WARRANTY* 

* Eliminates Leaks 
* Eliminates Roof Noise 
* No More Roof Coating 
* Lowers Utility Bills 
* One Foot Overhang 
* Super Strong White Steel Roofing 
* 2" Thick Polystyrene Insulation 

Call toll free for free information package and prices 

SOUTHERN BUILDERS 
1-800-633-8969 

"Installing Mobile Home Roof overs Since 1983" 
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NQI A "ROUND TOP"! btmpson NOT A«POLE BARN"! 

Steel Building Company 100% ALL STEEL 
1-800-959-0220 PATENT #5577353 

FAX 1-316-429-8421 

24 x 30 x 9 - $3,859 
30 x 40 x 10 - $4,803 
40 X 60 X 12 - $7,732 

40 X 100 X 16 - $12,835 MINI STORAGE 
30 x 100 x 8 - $9,868 
ALL PRICES DELIVERED 

Ask About Our 

Commercial UNLIMITED SIZES TO 

Buildings 

/Shop • Bo 
Hobby Shop • Horse Barn: 

CHOOSE FROM CALL TODAY FOR 
FREE INFORMATION 

ARE YOU DIABETIC? 
Do you have Medicare 
or private insurance? 
Under a new law, you 
may qualify for FREE 
DIABETIC SUPPLIES 
even if you are on an 
oral medication or diet 

control. Call for details: 

1 -800-500-6995 
Medical Support Foundation 

No Obligation 

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 
www.busdir.com\medicalgro 

KILL LAKE WEEDS 
Proven Aquacide pellets destroy 
unwanted underwater weeds. 

Spread marble sized pellets 
like grass seed. Effectively 
kills weeds at any depth. 

Registered with Federal 
Environmental 
Protection Agency. 

Certified and approved for use by state agencies. 
101b. can treats 4,000 sq. ft. of lake bottom, $62.95. 
50 lb. carton treats 20,000 sq. ft, of lake bottom, 
$240.00. Prices include delivery charges. State permit 
may be required. Delivery terms F.O.B. White Bear 
Lake, MN. 

CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-328-9350 
Call 651-429-6742 • Fax 651-429-0563 

Or write for tree information to: . 

AQUACIDE CO. C 
Our 44th year. 

1627 - 9th Street, Dept. 237, Box 10748 
White Bear Lake, MN 55110 

VISA 

NEVER RAKE AGAIN! m 
INTRODUCING THE INCREDIBLE 

Cyclone Rake 
EFFORTLESSLY REMOVE LEAVES... 

TALL WET GRASS...EVEN LAWN DEBRIS! 
...10 times faster than raking, blowing 

and hauling when you use the 
revolutionary CYCLONE RAKE™ patents pend 

You’ll never dread field or yard clean-up again once you use 
the Cyclone Rake.” 5HP engine driven vacuum-mulcher hitches 
to any riding mower. You can easily sweep and pulverize tons of 
leaves, acres of grass cuttings, pine cones, sticks and more with 
10 times the lifting power of mowers. Power mulching reduces 

volume 5 to 8 times. 200 gallon capacity lets you whiz through 
huge areas without stopping. Automatically bag for curbside 

pick-up or power unload to your compost heap even over a wall 

or right up a hill! And when you’re done, it folds flat without 
tools for compact storage. Affordable for home or business. 

So. WHY STRUGGLE mth rakes, 
mowers, blowers, or mulchers 

that jam and clog? 

Mail the coupon at right for 

FULL INFORMATION about | ADDRESS 

the amazing CYCLONE RAKE! ! CITY STATE ZIP_ 

Unique design 
folds flat for 
easy storage. 
It even hangs 
on the wall! 

TOLL FREE 1-(800)-531-9114 

YES! Please rush me FULL INFORMATION 
on the revolutionary CYCLONE RAKE " and 
special pre-season sale prices. 

NAME 

MAIL TO: WOODLAND POWER PRODUCTS. INC. Dept. 10299 
pfrL'KX 72 Acton St., West Haven, CT 06516 

BETTER BUILDING 
• Sizes 500-20,000 sq. ft. 

• Strongest for Wind & Snow 
Heavy 24,22,20 & 18 go. steel 

• Maintenance Free 

STEEL BUILDINGS 
http://www.pioneersteel.com 

FACTORY 
DIRECT 

1-800-GG8-S422 
SALE PRICE 
m EXAMPLE - 25' 140' 
s3,844 

*Ff®lfEXB OPIUM 

I make more profit 
from a 1/4 acre 

greenhouse...than 
from 100 acres of 

row crops!” 
— Jeff Balduff, farmer and 

greenhouse vegetable grower 

^Y^Call 800-321-5656 
FREE Greenhouse 

Farming Pack! Or, mail or 
fax the coupon below. 

Farmers all over the country are increasing 
their incomes dramatically with greenhouse 
farming - the new, hi-tech, profitable family 
farm for the 21st century. With greenhouse 
farming... 

• You grow fresh, premium quality vegetables 
year-round. 

• You sell locally, in off season when prices 
are highest and demand is great. 

• Your crop is protected from bad weather; 
cash flow is more dependable. 

• You have low Ask about our 
FREE Video Offer 

($4.95 shipping 
and handling) 

overhead; you 
only need 1/4 
acre. 

• You work inside, 
in “spring like” environment all winter long. 

• You have technical and marketing assistance 
from CropKing at all times. 

Request our FREE Greenhouse Farming Infor¬ 
mation Pack for details on choosing a green¬ 
house, getting set up, marketing, etc. You’ll also 
learn about our Grower Training Workshops, 
Training Videos, Newsletters, Books and 
other resources. 

CropKing Inc., 5050 Greenwich Rd., 
#WG/IL, Seville, OH 44273-9413 

fax 330-769-2616 
web site: www.cropklng.com 

e-mail: cropking@cropking.com 

Send me your FREE Greenhouse Farming Informa¬ 
tion Pack and tell me how to get the FREE video! 

Name 

Street 

City 

State Zip 

Phone ( ) WG/IL199 
k. 
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February 

DATEBOOK 

The best reasons to live in Illinois are its beauty, and its rich history. A few of 
my ancestors were prairie pioneers here. It’s so easy to see why they chose Illinois, for 
its hills and valleys and beautiful lakes. My grandsons are the seventh generation 
born and raised in Illinois. It is my home and I would not live anywhere else. 

Coleen Headrick Walen 
Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative 

1- 21, Photography <St the Old West, 
Old Courthouse Museum, Bloomington. 
A traveling exhibit featuring photographs 
documenting key events in the Western 
movement. (309) 827-0428. 

2- 13, Ken Holder Exhibit, McLean 
County Arts Center, Bloomington. Fea¬ 
tures watercolors of the Lewis and Clark 
Trail. (309) 829-0011. 

2-20, Under a Prairie Moon Exhibit, 
McLean County Arts Center, Bloomington. 
Features poetry and black &. white photo¬ 
graphs of Illinois. (309) 829-0011. 

4- 28, To Love &. To Cherish: Court¬ 
ship &. Marriage in the Victorian Age, 
David Davis Mansion, Bloomington. En¬ 
joy a romantic tour of Sarah Davis’ home, 
featuring a special exhibit of 19th century 
wedding dresses. Learn about traditional 
Victorian courtship customs as you stroll 
down an old-fashioned lover’s lane. (309) 
828-1084. 

5- 6, 12-13, 19-20, 26-27, Candlelight Ski¬ 
ing, Ringwood. Evenings of cross-country 
skiing. Candles supplied (815) 678-4431. 

5-7, RV Camping <Sc Travel Show, 
QCCA Expo Center, Rock Island. (309) 
788-5912. 

5-7, Decatur Fishing Expo, Decatur 
Civic Center, Decatur. The largest fishing 
show between Chicago and St. Louis. (217) 
629-7077. 

5-7, Spring Boat & Sportsman’s Expo, 
SIU Arena, Carbondale. The expo features 
65,000 square feet of boats, archery, fishing 
equipment, hunting gear, personal water¬ 
craft, wildlife art, adventure travel and taxi¬ 
dermy, seminars and wildlife displays. 
(800)526-1500. 

5-28, Flyin’ West, New American The¬ 
ater, Rockford. Story of African-American 
women pioneers who fled the South in 
the late 1800s to settle in an all-Black Kan¬ 
sas town. (815) 964-6282. 

6, Boone County Winterfare ’99, 
Boone County Community Building. Op¬ 
portunity for business and community or¬ 
ganizations to promote and/or sell their 
services or goods. (815) 544-4357. 

6, Open House Honoring President 
Ronald Reagan’s Birthday, Main St., 
Tampico. The museum will be serving 
cake, punch, and coffee. Videos will be 
shown and exhibits on display highlighting 
segments of Reagan’s life. (815) 438-6175. 

6, A Taste of Crawford County, 
Robinson. Held the first Saturday in Feb¬ 
ruary at the Robinson Community Center. 
It highlights the many ethnic backgrounds 
that populate Crawford County. Food, 
food and more food all designed to satisfy 
any appetite or craving. (800) 445-7006 

6-7, French & Indian War Winter En¬ 
campment, Fort de Chartres, Prairie du 
Rocher. (800) 442-1488. 

6-7, Homebuilders Show, Keller Conven¬ 
tion Center, Effingham. (217) 347-5115. 

6-7, Heartland RV, Boat and Travel 
Show, Interstate Center, Bloomington. 
Various RV and boat companies will dis¬ 
play their new lines. Resorts and travel-re¬ 
lated booths will also be present. (309) 
693-9667. 

6-7, University Ag/Mech Show, WIU 
Western Hall, Macomb. See the latest the 
agricultural/mechanization industry has to 
offer. (309) 298-2993. 

6-7, 13-14; All Around Alton Eagle Tours, 
Alton. Learn about eagles from professional 
guides; stay comfortable aboard warm luxury 
motorcoaches. Tours include continental 
breakfast and lunch. (800) 258-6645. 

6-7, 13-14, 20-21, 27-28, Underground 
Railroad Tours, Alton. Alton’s riverfront 
location was a vital hub in helping slaves 
create connections to freedom in the 

north. Come along with us and retrace 
their steps. (800) 258-6645. 

7, Lincoln’s Birthday — Abraham Lin¬ 
coln: A Biography in Words and Music, 
Lincoln Home Visitor Center, Springfield. 
(217)492-4241, ext. 221. 

10-14, “I Do, I Do,” Little Theatre on 
the Square, Sullivan. (888) 261-9675. 

12, Big Band Valentine’s Dance, Keller 
Convention Center, North Route 32-33. 
(217) 347-5115. 

12, Mr. Lincoln’s Birthday, David Davis 
Mansion, Bloomington. Celebrate the 16th 
president’s birthday at the home of one of 
his closest friends, Judge David Davis. Listen 
to amusing stories and tall tales about these 
two famous Americans. Cake and lemonade 
served. (309)828-1084. 

12, Lincoln Symposium, Old State Capi¬ 
tal State Historic Site, Springfield. Leading 
scholars present papers on topics concern¬ 
ing Abraham Lincoln. (217) 782-2118. 

12, Lincoln Lectures, Lincoln Home 
Visitor Center, Springfield. Experts speak 
on Lincoln’s life and career. (217) 492- 
4241, ext. 221. 

12-14, SL Louis Woodworking Show, 
Gateway Center, Collinsville. (800) 289- 
2388. 

13, February Blast Demonstrations 
Craft Show, Washington School, 
Oglesgby. See working demonstrations of 
hand made crafts such as basket weaving, 
painting, floral designs. (81 5) 883-4636. 

13, Hinckley Lions Club Farm Machin¬ 
ery Auction, Hinckley. Largest used farm 
machinery auction in Illinois. (815) 286- 
7430. 

13, Valentine’s Eve, Severson Dells Edu¬ 
cation Center, Rockford. Hike, snowshoe, 
or ski, then warm up beside a cozy fire at 
Deer Lodge. (815) 335-2915. 

Illinois Country Living publishes event listings as space allows, giving preference to 
events of regional or statewide interest. Event listings are provided by the event 
sponsors and the Illinois Bureau of Tourism. The magazine assumes no responsibil¬ 
ity for the accuracy of information submitted for publication and advises calling 
ahead to confirm dates and times. To be considered for inclusion, send listings 
and photographs to Illinois Datebook, Illinois Country Living, PO Box 3787, 
Springfield, 1L 62708-3787. The deadline for submission is 45 days prior to the 
publication date. 
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6-7, American Bald Eagle Watching, 
Old Chain of Rocks Bridge, Madison. Part 
of Old Route 66; the bridge is being reno¬ 
vated as the longest pedestrian/bicycle 
bridge in the world. The bridge is expected 
to be open to the public in spring of 1999. 
Eagle watching activities on the bridge in¬ 
clude a live eagle and handler, and a story¬ 
teller with narratives of eagles, Native Americans and the river. Amateur bird groups will 
help you with sightings and information. Viewing scopes, heating tents, and refreshments 
will be available on site. For more information call Trailnet, Inc at (314) 416-9930 or the 
Southwestern Illinois Tourism & Convention Bureau at (800) 442-1488. 

13-14, Chocolate Festival, Browning 
Mansion, Galesburg. This 9th annual festi¬ 
val features all you can eat homemade and 
commercially made chocolates, tortes, 
cakes, pies and creams. (309) 343-1194. 

19-20, Tough Man Contest, David 
Palmer Civic Center, Danville. Boxing 
competition. (217) 431-2424- 

20, Garden of the Gods Hike, Ozark. 
Winter hikes to Cedar Falls to enjoy scen¬ 
ery from the top of the second highest wa¬ 
terfall in Illinois. Guided hike, lunch 
provided. Reservations required. (618) 695- 
2489. 

19-21, Let’s Go Fishing and Boating 
Show, Bloomington. Information on 
tackle, boats, resorts, and seminars. (314) 
355-1236. 

19- 21, Rockford Boat, Vacation and 
Outdoor Show, MetroCentre, Rockford. 
Boats, motors and marine accessories. 
(815) 968-5600. 

20- 21, 27-28, Maple Syrup Time, Lin¬ 
coln Memorial Garden, Springfield. Tap¬ 
ping trees, collecting sap and cooking 
syrup. (217)529-1111. 

20-21, Winter Carnival, Chestnut Moun¬ 
tain Resort, near Galena. Family fun in¬ 
cluding kids games, fun, races, ice 
sculptures and fireworks. (800) 397-1320. 

20-21, 39th Annual Northern Illinois 
Antique Dealers Association Antique 
Show, Forest Hills Lodge, Rockford. An¬ 
tiques by 39 dealers from several states, fea¬ 
turing furniture, architecture fragments, 
woodenware, textiles, stoneware, china, 
glass, lamps, silver, jewelry, toys and more. 
(815) 784 5537. 

21, Downtown Bridal Walk, Down¬ 
town Effingham. Displays include florals 
and decorations, fashions, photography, 
furnishings, travel, etc. (217) 342-3106. 

26, Machines and Things — DuPage 
Children’s Museum, Wheaton. Gear up 
for adventure! 4-5 year-olds and their adult 
partners will explore levers, pulleys, and 
more in the kitchen, in the garden, and on 
the road through great children’s books 
and lots of hands-on math, science and art 
experiments. Pre-registration required. 
(630) 260-9907. 

26- 29, Springfield All Sports Show, 
Prairie Capital Convention Center, Spring- 
field. The largest all-sports show between 
Chicago and St. Louis. (217) 629-7077. 

27, Winter Hikes, Garden of the Gods, 
Belknap. Explore winter wonderlands. 
(618) 658-8409. 

27- 28, St. Louis Regional Gun and 
Knife Show, Gateway Center, Collinsville. 
(800) 289-2388. 

13, Fete du Bon Vieux Temps (Festival 
of the Good Old Days), Cahokia. The 
fete is a French Colonial Mardi Gras with 
candlelit tours of historic sites, period mu¬ 
sic, costumed storytellers and special exhib¬ 
its. Horse drawn carriage rides add to the 
festivities. Be a jury member in a court case 
from the Illinois French Colonial days re¬ 
enacted by costumed living history partici¬ 
pants. From 8 p.m. until midnight, join 
the Colonial Mardi Gras Ball. Glide across 
the dance floor doing reels, waltzes, and 
contra-dances. For more information, call 
(618) 332-1782 or (800) 442-1488. 
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Illinois 

MIME 
Tve used all kinds of patent medicines on my head. One 

company asked for a testimonial; I wrote: 
“Gentlemen: 
Before using your hair tonic I had three bald spots — now I 

have only one.” 

The Sunday School teacher asked her class, “What is a 
lie?” 

Jared answered, “It is an abomination unto the Lord and a 
very present help in time of need.” 

A traveling man had been away six months on a trip. He 
had sent a telegram every week to the girl he was going to 

marry. Last week she married the Western Union man! 

'w'hen questioned by his 
mother what he learned in 
Sunday School, eightyear-old 
Justin answered, 

“We learned when God 
sent Moses behind the 
enemy lines to rescue the Israelites from the Egyptians. The 
teacher said that when they came to the Red Sea, Moses called 
for the engineers to build a pontoon bridge and they all barely 
got across it in time, because the Egyptians were right behind 
them, coming in tanks and Moses radioed headquarters on 

the walkie-talkie to send bombers to blow up the bridge and 
they did and all the Egyptians were stuck and that’s how 

Moses saved the Israelites.” 
Mother questioned, “Justin, is that really the way the 

teacher told the story?” 

He confessed, “Well, not exactly, but if I told it her way 
you’d NEVER believe it.” 

Rita M. Johnson, Chester 

Is there a joke in YOUR family (that's proper for a family magazine)? Illinois Country Living pays $5.00 for each joke chosen for Illinois 

Funnybone. Send your humorous story to Illinois Funnybone, P.O. Box 3787, Springfield, IL 62708-3787. 

LEE’S NURSERY 

By mail or by phone Order Today! Good quality plants 

Send check or money order plus $6.00 for postage & handling. Or call 931/668-4870 charge 
to Visa, MasterCard, or Discover. Each variety labeled & planting instructions included. 

FRL IT & NI T TREES 
■Red Delicious Apple. 2-4’ $4.49ea. 
Yel. Delicious Apple. 2-4’ 4.49ea. 
Elberta Peach. 2-4' ...... 4.49ea. 
Hale Haven Peach. 2-4’ . . 4.49ea. 

-Bartlette Pear. 2-4’ 5.98ea. 
■Keiffer Pear, 2-4’ 5.98ea. 
Hardy Pecan Seedling, 1-2’ 2.98ea. 
Black Walnut. 2-3’ 2.98ea. 
Chinese Chestnut. 2-4' ... 5.98ea. 

■American Hazlenut, 3-5’ . 5.98ea. 
■European Hazlenut, 3-5' .. 5.98ea. 
Shellbark Hickory, 1-2’ .. 4.98ea. 

WHITE BIRCH 3-5' SUGAR MAPLE 3-5' 

LOMBARDY RH.AR 24’ 

OR\AMESTAL& SHADE TREES 
’Bradford Pear, 2-4’  $9.95ea. 
■Ginkgo Biloba, 2-4’ 7.98ea. 
Kwanzan (Pink) Cherry, 2M’ 7.9&e2L 
Yoshino (White) Cherry, 2-4’ 7.98ea. 
Magnolia Soulangeana, 1/2-r 3.98ea. 
Willow or Scarlet Oak, 3-5’ 3.49ea. 
Pin or Sawtooth Oak, 3-5’ 3.49ea. AMER.. REDBUD 24’ 

AnylifJ for $29 

Concord, blue-^Tack 
CatawBa, red 
■Niagara„ white ^ ^ 
FrOdunia, black 

Cab. Hemlock . $14.00 

Red Cedar...$1.49 t;a/H) for$l4.tW 

White Pines ..... $1.49 eailO for $14.00 
.Sottth Privet Hedge. yv.I 25 for $ 8.95 

TULIP TREE 3-5 

WEEPING WLLOW 3-5 

FLOWERING SHRUBS 

Red Crape Myrtle, 1-2’ $1.98ea. 

■ Persy thiaiydUnv), 1-2’ 1.29ea. 

Blue Hy drangea, 9-15’ 1.75ea. 

*PG. Hydrangea white). 1-2' i.85ea. 

•Red Flow. Quince. 1-2’ 1.98ea. 

■Japanese Snowball, 1-2 1.98ea. 

RED MAPLE 3-5’ 

VISES & GROUSDCOYERS Burning Bush 
Hummingbird Vine. 1ft. S1.29ea. 
Vinca Minor. 1 yr. 100 for $12.00 
English Ivy, 4-6 in. 10 for $ 8.00 
Wisteria. 6-12 in. $ 1.98 ea 

6-12 inch 

10 for $9.90 

1-2 ft. $2.00 ea. 

Nursery grown plants. 1-2 yr. old, inspected by the TN Dept, of Agriculture. We ship plants packed well to reach you in healthy condition. Shipping 
season from Oct.-May. If any plant is received in bad condition notify us within 30 days of delivery for free replacement-(no charges). ONE YEAR 
GUARANTEE: If any plant fails to live within one year of delivery we replace free, we do ask that you pay the $6.00 shipping and handling fee 

MAIL TODAY! OR CALL 931-668-4870 • LEE’S NURSERY * P.O. BOX 489-G9 • MCMINNVILLE, TN 37111 
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The favorite vacuum of thousands of hotels and millions 
of professional and private users. Now you can use the 

incredibly powerful, incredibly lightweight Greek XL 
vacuum to clean your own home 
better than ever before. 

Take the Greek Challenge. 
We’ll let you try the amazing top 
fill Greek XL risk free for 15 days. 
There’s absolutely no obligation. 

The exclusive Filter System assures 
hypo-allergenic cleaning. It’s ideal for allergy sufferers. 
There’s virtually no after dust. 

At 8 pounds it’s the lightest full-size vacuum available. 
The Greek Helping Hand® handle is orthopedically designed. 
There’s no need to squeeze your hand or bend your wrist. 

A full 10-year guarantee against breakage or burnout 
of the housing. Plus a full 3-year warranty on the 
Greek XL, Xtended Life, motor. 
Free Super Compact Canister. The 5-pound dynamo you’ve 

seen on TV. It’s so powerful it lifts a bowling ball. Hand-holdable 
and comfortable. Cleans anywhere. With 8 accessories, and it’s 
free when you purchase an 8-pound Greek XL from this ad. 

However, this offer is limited, so act now. 

ORECK XL. 

Address 

State 

CaUtoU fr«1^00:2_86-890_0 ext 70031 
Or Mail In This Coupon Today 7003^ 

ID Yes, I want to learn how I can get my home Greek clean. Please send me a free 
information kit without cost or obligation. I understand I will receive absolutely free, 
an Greek Super Compact vacuum with the purchase of the Greek XL vacuum cleaner. 

□ Yes, please call me to arrange a free 15-day home trial of the Greek XL. 
□ Also include details of Greek’s 12-month Payment Plan. No Interest or Finance Charge. 

Name  

Tel 

ORECK 
Nothing gets by an Oreck.® 

Greek Direct, LLC 100 Plantation Road, New Orleans, LA 70123 

R-2R 

SAND, CAT HAIRS, 
DUST, EVEN 

DUST MITES, 
NOTHING GETS 

BY MY 8-POUND 



With The 3-in-1 
■a Collection m 

Amazing 3 Colored Rose of Sharon! 
Here’s a first: a bushy shrub with giant pink, white and 
blue flowers busily blooming for you all summer long. 
No neighbor, friend or relative has this breathtaking tri¬ 
color combination of 2 and 4 inch blooms. What’s more, 
this unique three-in-one Rose of Sharon thrives in all 
areas of the country thanks to its Holy Land Heritage. 
With full sun and well-drained soil, it grows 10 to 12 feet 
tall, vibrantly coloring in any landscaping plan. Order 
yours today, while supplies last! 3-1/2" pot. 

3-in-1 Butterfly Bush Blooms in 3 Colors! 
You’ll enjoy fragrant flowers in white, red and lavender, 
plus the clouds of colorful butterflies that flock to them! 
This stunning decorative wonder will draw compliments all 
summer long. Plant this spring and your Butterfly Bush will 
bloom profusely this summer. Plant in well-drained soil in 
full sun to partial shade. Grows 10' - 12' tall. 3-1/2" pot. 

One bush blooms in pink, blue & red! 
All Hydrangeas are stunning, but this rare beauty is three times as love¬ 
ly. Why? Because we’ve found a way to make it bloom in three breath¬ 
taking colors. It’s true. Every summer, this unique Tri-color Hydrangea 
will cover itself in colorful giant clusters of pink, blue and red. Just plant 
in rich soil. This lovely ornamental shrub will thrive and grow up to 6' 
tall in sun or shade. Order now! 3-1/2" pot. 

r1 

YES! 
MICHIGAN BULB COMPANY 
1950 Waldorf N.W., Grand Rapids, MI 49550 

Please send me the order indicated 
below for planting this spring. My pur¬ 

chase is covered by your Lifetime Guarantee. 

IBJ 6137 G 81 PLEASE PRINT 

QTY. ITEM # ITEM COST 

26765 3-in-l Rose of Sharon - $5.99 ea. 

58222 3-in-l Butterfly Bush - $5.99 ea. 

20883 Tri-Color Hydrangea - $5.99 ea. 

89953 3-in-l Collection - $11.97 (Save $6!) 
(includes one of each) 

Postage & handling 

SALES TAX: 
MI add 6% 

TN add 8.25% 
MO add 4.225% 

GRAND TOTAL 

$ 2.90 

□ Payment enclosed, plus 
$2.90 for postage and 
handling. 

□ Bill on my credit card, plus 
$2.90 postage and handling. 
Indicate below which credit 
card you wish to be billed on. 
credit card number and 
expiration date. 

D VISA □ MasterCard EH American Express EH Discover/NOVUS 

Credit Card #  

Expiration Date 

Thank you for your order! 

FREE PLANTING GUIDE 


