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Water "Mini-Pillows" 
5 Gallon Hedpaks 

5 Gallon Cubitainers 
7.5 Gallon Ecosets 

Fresh Dehydrated and Powdered Food 
Whey Better Milk® Powdered Mix 

Grains, Beans, Fruits & Pasta in bulk 
AlpineAire Food 

High Calorie Food bars 
Billy Bee Honey 

Complete, Practical Food Packages 
Universal Health Shelf Stable Food 

Ark Enterprises "Food Storage" Packages 
The "Bag" 

Water Bags 
30 mil FDA-Approved Storage Bags 

Emergency Water Storage Tanks 
Custom Barrels 

Openhead Barrels 
Plastic Barrels 

Waterkeeper Storage Tanks 
Super Tankers 

Rainwater Collection Tank 
The "Easy Order" Specials 

Portable Water Filters 
PUR Water Purifiers 

APF Water Filtration System 
Katadyn® Ceramic Water Filter 

Berkefeld® Emergency Water Filter 
Tankless Gas Water Heaters 

Stainless Steel Water Destiller 
Redi Chlor - Chlorine Tablets 
32 to 128 oz. Jars & Bottles 

Kitchen Sprouters 
Back to Basics Grain Grinder 

Excalibur Food Dehydrator 
Bulk Drums 

Stainless Steel Drums 
Food Storage Pails 

Mylar Food Storage Bags 
12 Volt Well Pump 

Water Emergency Handpump 
Manual "Deep Well" Pump 

Cylindrical "Well Bucket' 
All Purpose Pump 
Survival Food Tabs 

Omega Water StorageTanks 
100% Ozonated water 

Poly Tanks 
Terra Tanks 

The Water Box 
Water Crates 
Y2KKare Kit 

Fuel Preserver 
Aerobic Oxygen 
The “Bed Rizer” 

Traveler Fleece Blanket 
The Blowgun 

Survival Bees Wax Candles 
100 Hour Candles 

Candles "buy" the bulk 
Lamps, Lanterns & Accessories 

Liquid Paraffin/Lamp Oil 
Candle-making Kit 

Case of “Candles in a Can” 
The “eternaLight” 

Candle Lanterns & More 
Gas Masks (15 styles) 

NBC Shelters 
Tornado Shelters 
Potassium Iodide 

Herbal Medical Kits 
First Alert Fire Extinguisher 

Hand Powered & Solar Flashlights 
The "Forever Flashlight' 

Medical Kits 
Ozone Machine 

Omega Fuel Storage 
Petro Guard Tanks 

Emergency Energy Kit 
Hand Powered Radios (Solar) & Accessories 

Volcano Stove 
Convenient FoldAStove 

Global Solar Oven 
Solar Rechargeable Lantern 

Solar Battery Chargers 
Solar Power Panels & more 

Rechargeable Batteries 
Chemical Light Sticks 

Portable Toilet 
Portable Gas Storage 

EVAC-U8® Smoke Hood 
Protective Clothing 

4.3 oz. Water Packets 
Wonder Washer 

...and so, so much more. 

Shop our entire selection ON THE WEB @ 

www.waterta n ks.com 
Or call toll free for our FREE 1999 Catalog: 

1-888-742-6275 

* - not including over-sized items. 
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COVER STORV 
10 Yule love these Christmas craft ideas! 

On the cover: All kinds of hobbyists and entrepreneurs 

are gearing up for the Christmas holidays, and those in Il¬ 

linois are no exception. This 

month, we visit with Rose 

Marie Lynn, Ann Taylor and 

Dorothy Shiley as they pre¬ 

pare for the rush. 

4 ILLINOIS COMMENTARY 
Cyndi Young, regional farm director for the Brownfield Network, stresses the im¬ 

portance of youth programs and encouragement. 

6 ILLINOIS CURRENTS 
Representative John Shimhus defends co-ops, tw>o co-op representatives receive 

prestigious awards, and join AIEC in the search for “Youth to Washington” 

alumni. 

14 SAFETY AROUND YOUR HOME 
Doug Drake, safety instructor for the Association of Illinois Electric Coopera¬ 

tives, explains generator safety. 

POSTMASTER: Send address 
changes to: Illinois Country 
Living, P.O. Box 3787, Springfield, 
Illinois 62708. 

CO-OP MEMBERS: When 

requesting an address change, please 
include the name of your cooperative. 
Telephone: (217) 529-5561 

Advertising and editorial inquiries 
should be directed to Illinois 
Country Living, P.O. Box 3787, 
Springfield, Illinois 62708. National 
advertising representative: The 
Weiss Group, 14826 North 54th 

Place, Suite 101, Scottsdale, AZ 
85254. (602) 482-8844 
Acceptance of advertising by ICL 
does not imply endorsement by the 
publisher or the electric cooperatives 
of Illinois of the product or service 
advertised. Advertisers are screened 
by the publisher and every effort 
is made to protect the subscriber, 
but ICL is not responsible for the 
performance of the product or 
service advertised. 

EDITORS: Articles appearing in 
Illinois Country Living may be 
reprinted upon consent of the 
editor. For permission phone (217) 
529-5561 or write to John Lowrey, 
editor, Illinois Country Living, P.O. 
Box 3787, Springfield, IL 62708. 

Touchstone Energy" 

16 YOUR YARD AND GARDEN 
Learn steps that will help you pick out a winning Christmas tree. 

18 TODAY’S TECHNOLOGY AND YOU 
Find out how to improve your wood-burning fireplace to conserve energy and 

eliminate smoke. 

22 ILLINOIS’ FINEST COOKING 
Top off your Madrigal party with a cup of wassail 

from the recipe collection of Friends of the Palestine 

Library, or tantalize taste buds this Christmas with 

sweet potato casserole from the recipe collection of the 

Jasper County HEA in Newton. 

28 ILLINOIS DATEB00K 
Sweep your loved-one off for a romantic evening 

and enjoy Christmas by Candlelight Dinner Theater 

in Elgin, or bring in your New Year at the Crown 

Plaza in Springfield. 

HOME 
COOKING 
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COMMEMRY 
Youth programs make a lifetime of difference 

While a student at Winchester High School, I was 
involved in everything! I was in the senior play, 

on the student council, in the Prom Court, 4-H Fed¬ 
eration president and an officer in the FFA. My par¬ 
ents never forced me to be a participant, but they did 
encourage and support me. 1 had chores on the farm 
and a part-time job. 1 certainly wouldn’t qualify myself 
as an overachiever, but I was a “doer.” 

I have a very dear friend who was the complete 
opposite: he took ag classes be¬ 
cause his teachers told him 
he’d need vocational skills to 
get a job when he graduated. 
He turned his work in late, if 
at all. He didn’t care or take 
much pride in his appearance. 
Kevin and I met in college, so 
obviously, he did continue his 
education. He began to care 
about himself and his appear¬ 
ance, and after completing his 
bachelor’s degree, went on to 

get his MBA. They told him he couldn’t, so he did. I, 
on the other hand, was voted most likely to succeed. 
So, who had it the hardest7 He, who was pressured to 
fail, or she who was pressured to succeed7 

There were things along the way that Kevin didn’t 
try because he thought them hopeless. I’m sure there 
were opportunities I missed for fear of failure, but the 
foundation built by a childhood of involvement gave 
me the courage to try, and the simple knowledge that 
not succeeding did not condemn me to a life of fail¬ 

Cyndi Young 

ure. 
You cannot force a child to be someone or some¬ 

thing they are not. But you can offer them opportuni¬ 
ties. Have the kindness and the foresight to bet on 
their future. 

My high school English teacher and a friend’s fa¬ 
ther who worked at Illinois Rural Electric Cooperative 

Cyndi Young is regional farm director for the Brownfield Net¬ 
work. A Farm Broadcaster since 1985, Young has traveled ex¬ 
tensively nationally and internationally, covering agricultural 
news. She was named Farm Broadcaster of the Year in 1997 
for her professional accomplishments and devotion to the agri¬ 
culture industry. 

The opinions and views of guest commentators are their own and may 

not represent those of the Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives 

or the electric co-ops of Illinois. 

encouraged me to write an essay for the Association of 
Illinois Electric Cooperatives “Youth to Washington 
Tour.” That award offered me the chance of a lifetime 
to visit both our state capital and Washington, D.C. 
That trip further developed the sense of citizenship 
that had been instilled in me from the time I was a 
small child. 

FFA and 4-H opened doors to me that after 20 
years, I continue to walk through! I’ll never forget the 
frightened yet excited ten-year-old girl standing in 
front of a crowded auditorium with knocking knees 
and sweaty palms, introducing the next act in the 4-H 
Share-the-Fun competition. We learned respect for 
people of other cultural, ethnic and religious back¬ 
grounds not only through books, but through culi¬ 
nary and people-to-people projects. We gained a 
stronger sense of community by spending volunteer 
hours reading to residents and entertaining at the lo¬ 
cal Nursing Center. We learned to manage our time 
and our finances by caring for and keeping records on 
livestock projects. 

We learned to voice our opinion and to communi¬ 
cate more effectively by judging livestock and giving 
reasons. We learned to work together with other 
youth to accomplish a common goal, whether it was 
building a fire at 4-H camp, or building a picnic table 
to raise money for FFA. We learned respect for our 
environment. We learned to recite the FFA Creed, but 
more importantly, we believed in it. We learned the 
proper way to fold Old Glory and all the words to 
“The Star Spangled Banner.” We learned about 
boundaries and rules, and accepted the consequences 
of breaking those rules. We learned that voting is a 
privilege and a responsibility. 

We learned to work hard and play hard. We 
learned about balance. We learned to compete fairly 
and lose gracefully. We learned humility. We devel¬ 
oped our character through our experiences: that char¬ 
acter which becomes our destiny. 

I was blessed with good role models. Both my 
parents and grandparents were active in volunteer or¬ 
ganizations in my community. They influenced many 
other young people outside of the family. 

The greatest influence you can have on a young 
person is to set a good example. They listen and they 
learn from your actions much more than they learn 
from your words. 

Youth involvement in 4-H, FFA or any other orga- 
continued on page 6 
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You NEED A GEOTHERMAL 
HOLE IN THE GROUND... 

LIKE YOU NEED A 
HOLE IN THE HEAD. 

Avoid the hassle and expense of a geothermal 
installation and still get 18.0 SEER with the 
Heartland Comfort System by Trane. 

The exclusive Heartland Comfort System by Trane 
offers the world's most efficient heat pump so you 
can enjoy the efficiency of a geothermal system, 
while avoiding it's hassle and expense. 

Variable speed also means this Trane delivers four 
times greater humidity control and a constant even 
heating, so the temperature is always "just right." 

Famous Trane durability and reliability provide the 
assurance that this system will keep you comfortable 
for years to come. 

THE TRANE NAME SPEAKS FOR ITSELF. 
For years Trane has been on the leading edge of 

innovation in air conditioning and heating systems. 
From components to warranties, the Trane 
name is synonymous with superior quality. 

Energy Specialists 
Toluca 800-782-7491 

Craine Heating & A/C 
Murphysboro 618-687-4113 

Blackie's Automatic 
Engineering 

Danville 217-442-1440 

Air Specialists 
Quincy 217-228-8700 

R & M Electric 
Watseka 815-432-4062 

Central Heating 
Pekin 309-346-6100 

All Seasons Heating & A/C 
Mahomet 217-586-3101 

Burgess & Son 
Heating & A/C 

Girard 217-627-2665 

Allied Plumbing & Heating 
Springfield 217-698-5500 

Standard 
Heating & Cooling 
Peoria 309-671-5417 

TICA Inc. 
Decatur 217-429-5741 

It's Hard To Stop A Trane. " 

MB Heating & Cooling 
Springfield 217-544-4328 

Trone Appliance 
Beardstown 217-245-2500 

Dennis & Son 
Heating & Cooling 

Champaign 217-398-5977 

Comfort Specialists 
Metamora 309-383-4190 

Lambasio, Inc. 
Galesburg 309-341-1802 



i n o i s 

CURRENTS* News ♦ Legislation ♦ Trends ♦ Research ♦ 

Rep. Shimkus defends co-ops 
U.S. Rep. John Shimkus (R-20, Collinsville) spoke out in defense of consumer- 

owned electric co-ops during a recent debate over federal deregulation legislation. 
Rep. Shimkus asked the other members of the U.S. House of Representative’s 
Commerce Committee’s Subcommittee on Energy and Power to drop amendments 
that would have increased rates for electric cooperative members. For example, 
one proposed amendment would have raised the rates electric co-ops pay to feder¬ 
ally-owned power marketing authorities. Another amendment attacked the tax 
status of not-for-profit electric co-ops and another would have limited the ability of 
electric cooperatives to bring new services to their communities through subsidiar¬ 
ies. 

H.R. 2944, the Electricity Competition and Reliability Act, was approved by 
the subcommittee in late October after more than 30 hearings. While the electric 
co-ops of Illinois hope that deregulation will benefit rural consumers, there are 
still some concerns over this national legislation. For example, the legislation lim¬ 
its utility merger review by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC). It 
also repeals the Public Utility Holding Company Act (PUHCA). PUHCA was 
enacted in 1935 to stop market power abuses in the utility industry at a time when 
only eight holding companies controlled 67 percent of the country’s power genera¬ 
tion. Co-op leaders are concerned that a concentration of market power by large 
electric utilities could diminish competition. If Congress repeals PUHCA, new 
consumer protection measures should be enacted that allow consumers to guard 
against market power abuses and ensures that consumers are not denied the ben¬ 
efits of competition. 

The Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives (AIEC) and the National Ru¬ 
ral Electric Cooperative Association (NRECA) will continue to 

keep the Subcommittee members aware of issues that could 
impact electric co-op members. The AIEC will also continue 
to work closely with the Illinois municipal utilities in pro- 
tecting the interests of consumer-owned utilities in Illinois. 

U.S. Rep. Tom Bliley (R-Virginia) has indicated that 
the full committee will begin work immediately on the legisla- 

tion and hopes to complete action on the bill by spring. 

WIU Peace Corps 
Fellows seek spon¬ 

sors, returnees 
The Peace Corps Fellows program 

at Western Illinois University is look¬ 

ing for a few good towns — and a few 

good people. “We’re trying to locate 

five new sites for January, 2000 

postings,” says A. Lee Eavy, interim 

director of the Peace Corps Fellows 

program, “and we’re also beginning the 

process of recruiting community spon¬ 

sors for the June, 2000 class of Fellows 

internships.” 

In addition to towns to provide fund¬ 

ing in exchange for economic develop¬ 

ment help, the program is also looking 

for returning Illinois Peace Corps vet¬ 

erans to take part in the program. 

Interested towns and potential Fel¬ 

lows can contact Eavy at Stipes Hall 

518, 1 University Circle, Macomb, IL 

61455-1390. The phone number there 

is (309) 298-2237; fax is (309) 298-2142. 

You may also contact them through E- 

mail at iira@ccmail.wiu.edu, and the 

program has a web page at http:// 

www.iira.org. 

COMMEIVTARY 
continued from page 4 
nization does not guarantee a 
“charmed life” but it does open 
doors to opportunity beyond com¬ 
prehension! 1 never in my wildest 
dreams imagined that I would 
travel with a trade mission to Ar¬ 
gentina, Russia, Jordan or Belgium. 
I never imagined having the oppor¬ 
tunity to shake hands with the 
president of the United States in 
the Roosevelt Room of the White 
House, or walk the halls of Con¬ 
gress and be recognized by lawmak¬ 
ers and cabinet members. I never 
imagined staying up all night edit¬ 
ing interviews and writing stories 

about the impact of the export mar¬ 
ket on the farmers in my commu¬ 
nity. 

I have lived through the most 
wonderful and challenging experi¬ 
ences imaginable, but I’ve worked 
hard and lived for weeks on tomato 
soup and popcorn because the cup¬ 
boards were bare, knowing that 
hard work would pay off in the 
end. My youth experiences set the 
stage for who and what I would be¬ 
come. 

There is no such thing as luck. 
There is opportunity meeting 
readiness. Young people in this 

country are our finest natural re¬ 
source, and our future. If we give 
them the opportunity today, they 
will be ready tomorrow! 

Someone saw something in 
you once and had the kindness and 
foresight to bet on your future. 
That’s part of the reason you are 
where you are today. Why not take 
the time to give a young person 
their first break by helping them 
get involved in something . . . 
anything. Make a difference. Your 
efforts could change that kid’s fu¬ 
ture. 
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Geothermal heat pumps hit pay dirt 
Geothermal heat pumps use the earth’s natural energy to provide heating, cool¬ 

ing and hot water. The Department of Energy (DOE) estimates savings of 40 per¬ 

cent for homes that are retrofitted with geothermal heat pumps. 

It’s a simple idea, just take advantage of the earth’s constant ground tempera¬ 

ture of around 62 degrees. That stable year ‘round temperature makes it easy for a 

geothermal heat pump to provide comfortable temperatures, stable humidity con¬ 

trol, improved indoor air quality and all with a lower monthly energy bill. The 

Department of Energy also says that geothermal heat pumps create less overall air 

pollution than any other heating system. And they need less babysitting and fewer 

repairs. 

DOE’s Federal Energy Management Program has made geothermal heat pumps 

a part of the Super Energy Savings Performance Contract program. The technol¬ 

ogy will play an important role in meeting President Clinton’s Executive Order 

13123 to reduce energy use and significantly increase the use of renewable energy 

in federal facilities. 

Both air-to-air heat pumps and geothermal heat pumps are taking advantage of 

new technology. Variable-speed compressors can adjust their output to match the 

heating and cooling needs. Scroll compressors reduce noise and have higher effi¬ 

ciency ratings at lower temperatures. 

Although geothermal heat pumps cost more to install because of the ground 

loop heat exchanger, they typically pay for themselves in seven years or less. The 

payback will depends somewhat on the size of your home and the size of your 

family. If your present air conditioning and heating system is 10 years old or older 

it is worth considering replacing it with a geothermal heat pump. 

To find out more call your local electric cooperative, geothermal heat pump 

dealer or check out www.geoexchange,www.waterfurnace.com,www.eren.doe.gov/ 

geothermal, or www.enertechinc.com. 

Light your holiday safely 
The holidays are coming! It you enjoy decorating with 

electric lights, indoors or out, be sure to do it safely. Last year 

1,114 people suffered injuries related to electrical holiday 

decorations, according to the U.S. Consumer Product Safety 

Commission. Here are some tips to help you avoid injury from holi¬ 

day light displays: 

Check every electrical decoration carefully for cracked or frayed 

wiring and plugs, and loose connections. If a light 

strand is damaged, don’t take chances. Use approved 

parts from the manufacturer to repair the strand, or 

replace it. When you put up lights, don’t nail or staple 

through the electrical cords. You could crack the insulation around 

the wiring, which could lead to shock or electrical fire. 

If you’re using extension cords with your outdoor decorations, 

make sure they are rated for outdoor use, and be sure to 

keep them out of water and snow. Also, check to see 

that your lights are labeled with a certification from 

a national testing laboratory or agency. Don’t put 

electric lights on artificial trees with metallic parts. 

Never leave your decorations lighted while you’re away from home 

or after you have gone to bed. Unplug light strings before replacing 

bulbs or fuses. As a general rule, don’t string together more than 

three strands of mini-lights with push-in bulbs. If you’re 

connecting strands with screw-in bulbs, the attached 

strands should have a total of 50 bulbs or fewer. 

Sources: National Electrical Safety Foundation; Toady’s 

Homeowner 

Where are they 
now? 

We are looking 
for Youth Tour 

‘alumni’ 
Since 1957 the electric and tele¬ 

phone cooperatives of Illinois have 

sponsored groups of outstanding high 

school students on an annual trip to 

Washington, D.C. During these tours, 

hundreds of students have witnessed 

the federal government “in action” and 

met presidents, senators and con¬ 

gressmen. 

Illinois Country Living magazine is 

seeking information on past partici¬ 

pants of these “Youth to Washington” 

trips for an upcoming feature in the 

magazine. The story will highlight some 

youth tour ‘alumni’ in a “Where are they 

now?” format. 

If you or someone you know partici¬ 

pated in one of these tours, please 

send a note or card to Linda Comstock, 

Association of Illinois Electric Coopera¬ 

tives, P.O. Box 3787, Springfield, IL 

62708. In the note, please provide the 

name of the participant, year of the tour, 

participants’ current address and 

phone number, name of sponsoring co¬ 

operative, basic family information and 

present occupation. 
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Hamilton, Coleman honored as co-op leaders 
The electric cooperatives of Illinois make up a small part 

of the Illinois cooperative family, but their leaders are well 
represented when awards for excellence are handed out. 

This year, two representatives of Illinois electric coopera¬ 

tives received “Director of the Year” and “Manager of the 
Year” awards from the Illinois Cooperative Council. They 

are Archie Hamilton of Ava and James E. “Jim” Coleman of 
Shelbyville. 

Hamilton, a 30-year member of the Board of Directors of 
Egyptian Electric Cooperative Association (EECA), Steeleville, 
was named “Director of the Year” by the organization. In 
addition to his duties as a director of EECA, Hamilton also 

serves on the board of Southern Illinois Power Cooperative 
in Marion. 

He also represents that organization on the board of direc¬ 
tors of the Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives, Spring- 

field. He was instrumental in the formation of the Egyptian 
Water Company, an organization dedicated to providing safe, 

clean water to area rural residents. 
Coleman, who has managed Shelby Electric for 10 years, 

is a 20-year veteran of the rural electrification program. He 
began his career at Clay Electric Co-operative in Flora, and 
rose rapidly through a series of more responsible jobs until 
being tapped for the managership of Shelby Electric some 10 

years ago. 
During his tenure as Shelby CEO, Coleman has been in¬ 

novative in advancing the co-op, and has led it into a wide 
range of non-electric services and products for members and 
non members alike. Residents in the rural areas around 
Shelbyville now have access to propane, satellite television, 

radio communications, and cellular service due, to a large 
degree, to Coleman’s progressive leadership. 

In the interest of promoting rural betterment, Coleman 
was also involved in the organization and development of 
Lincoln Prairie Water Co. He also holds several offices in 

related organizations. 
It is thanks to leaders like Hamilton and Coleman that 

the electric co-ops take home a hefty share of honors when 

leaders are singled out for recognition. 

Drug dealers 
have country 

cousins 
It's increasingly obvious that rural ar¬ 

eas are not immune to drug problems. 
For example, meth labs are often found 
in rural Illinois. 

A common ingredient used in mak¬ 
ing methamphetamine is readily avail¬ 

able from many farms and cooperatives 

and can easily be stolen or illegally pur¬ 
chased. The ingredient is anhydrous 
ammonia, commonly used as fertilizer. 
It is also used to produce a highly po¬ 
tent form of speed in one-third the nor¬ 
mal time. Rural areas also give the meth 
labs better places to hide. 

Meth has surpassed cocaine and 

heroin as the drug of choice because of 

its long lasting high. 
Anhydrous ammonia bandits typi¬ 

cally transfer their booty from on-farm 

tanks or farm supply company tanks into 

20-pound propane tanks like those used 

for backyard barbecue grills. 
Awareness is one of the best, and at 

this point perhaps the only, means of 
prevention. GROWMARK, Inc., head¬ 

quartered in Bloomington and Fruit Belt 

FS, Inc. in Vienna worked with local 
and federal law enforcement personnel 

to combat the problem. Video surveil¬ 

lance was added. Since the stakeouts 

began, the vandalism and thefts have 

stopped. 

Buying an appliance — 
check out the Web 

Too many major appliance purchases are made without considering the en¬ 

ergy-efficiency. Many times paying a little more upfront for an energy efficient 

model will pay off in lower utility bills for years to come. It’s a good investment. 

To find out more about energy efficient appliance the Internet provides many 

resources. 

For example the Department of Energy (DOE) has a helpful Website at 

www.eren.doe.gov/buildings/consumer_information/. DOE’S Appliance Stan¬ 

dards Program and the economic and environmental benefits of choosing and 

using efficient appliances are explained. The yellow EnergyGuide label is ex¬ 

plained and a straightforward design makes for easy navigation. 

Also included at the site is information about typical efficiency and the sav¬ 

ings possible under the latest DOE appliance standards, tips for buying, and 

tips for lowering energy usage suggests practical ways to enhance energy sav¬ 

ings during everyday use and maintenance 

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the DOE maintain a joint 

Energy Star Web site at www.energystar.gov. It is easy to move through and 

provides a great detail of information about specific products and energy use. 

You can search each product by brand, type, or size, or do a search by model 

number. 

Trade associations and some major manufacturers also have helpful websites. 

Check out the following sites: 

U.S. Department of Energy -www.eren.doe.gov/buildings/consumer_information/ 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Energy Star Program 

www.energystar.gov/ 

American Council for an Energy Efficient Economy 

www.aceee.org 

Consumers Union - www.consumerreports.org 

Maytag - www.maytag.com 

Whirlpool Corporation - www.whirlpoolcorp.com 
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SELECT COMFORT® 
The Air Bed Company™ 

Back Pain? 

L 

Frustrated With 
The Quality Of 
Yom Sleep? 
Do you toss and 
turn at night? 
Can’t seem to 
find a comfort¬ 
able position? 
Does your back ache 
when you awake? These are 
signs that your mattress may 
not be supporting you prop¬ 
erly or be right for your body. 
Select Comfort can help you 
sleep better, with a revolutionary 
mattress that’s so comfortable 
and supportive, you wake up 
feeling better than ever! It’s 
not just a better mattress, it’s 
a better way to sleep. Even 
back pain sufferers can sleep 
more comfortably on air! 1 

Sleep Better 
On Air 

A SELECT COMFORT® Air 
Sleep System doesn’t rely on 
springs or water. Instead, it 
supports your body on a cushion 
of air. Air gently contours to 
your body’s shape, reducing 
uncomfortable pressure points, 

The Secret Is 
Adjustable Firmness! 

With a Select Comfort Air Bed you 
can actually adjust mattress firmness 
to your individual support and 

Q Q comfort needs quickly and 
Q D p easily... at any time! Go from 

extra firm to feather bed soft... 
at the simple touch of a button! 

Plus.. firmness adjusts independently 
on each side of the bed! So you can 
customize support without compromising 
comfort or quality of sleep! 

and tests show it also helps properly 
support your back and spine. And 
that lowers the tension in the sur¬ 
rounding muscles. So you can sleep 
comfortably in most any position 
and wake feeling great! 

Better For Your Back 
We designed the Select Comfort 

Air Sleep System with 
individual air chambers 
that gently contour 
to the curves of your 
body, supporting 

your spine in proper 
alignment all night long! 

Select Comfort Air Sleep Systems 
comfortably contour to your body, 
properly support your back and spine, 
and reduce pressure points. 

Metal Coil Mattresses can create 
uncomfortable pressure points and 
provide uneven support over time. 

Get All 
The Facts FREE! 

For all the exciting facts on the 
revolutionary Select Comfort 
Air Bed...including details on 
how you can actually start sleeping 
on air in your own home for 
90-nights...just call Toll-Free for 
your FREE Catalog and Video! 

FOR YOUR FREE 
CATALOG & VIDEO 

CALL TOLL-FREE TODAY! 1-800-831-1211 EXT 
26327 

Address 

City, State, Zip 

Call toll-free or mail coupon to: 
Select Comfort Direct Corporation 
Dept. 26327, 6105 Trenton Lane North 
Minneapolis, MN 55442 

SELECT COMFORT 
The Air Bed Company™ 

Sleep More Comfortably! 

Mr./Mrs./Ms  
Name (Please Print) 



Jt 
Aim Taylor likes the old-fashioned Christmas trees, with just plain lights 
and crocheted snowflake ornaments. She admits that her grandchildren 
find such trees boring. 

by Jack Halstead 

the Christmas 
season nears, people all over the 
world do different things to prepare. 
In some cultures, people drag in a 
big Yule log, while others seek out fir 
trees or mistletoe — or both. 

Merchants hustle to display 
their merchandise in its best light, 
and put out signs reminding us of 
just how soon Christmas day will ar¬ 
rive. 

Illinoisans are cranking up for 
the holiday season, too, in a multi¬ 
tude of different ways. Over in East¬ 
ern Illini Electric Cooperative’s 
territory, co-op members Richard 
and Dorothy Shiley are getting ready 
for the rush at their place between 
Homer and Sidney. 

Their business, Pine Acres Trees 
& Herbs, features a garden/antique/ 
craft/ herb shop in their 110-year-old 
remodeled, heated barn, with a “U- 
cut” Christmas tree lot nearby. 

These days, the 
shop echoes with the 
happy sounds of 
families looking for a 
special gift, and the 
yard is full of people 
looking for “that 
perfect tree” for the 
holiday season. 

While the Shileys 
are busily getting 
ready for the Christ¬ 
mas tree harvest, 
they’re also stocking 
their shop, which is 
home to many an¬ 

tique, craft and furniture items that 
might make the ideal gift for some¬ 
one special. The tree lot will be 
open for cutters from November 26 
through Christmas Eve day. “I hope 



Rose Mane’s ornaments can 
be personalized, for those 
who want something special. 

Rose Marie Lynn enjoys making 
ornaments out of a simple flour dough. 
Here, she pops a batch into the oven. 

our friends will come out, cut a tree, 
and enjoy a hot beverage and some 
popcorn,” Richard says. 

Dorothy adds, “We’re making 
gift baskets, wreaths, swags, table ar¬ 
rangements and Christmas decora¬ 
tions for sale, and we also make 
them to order. 

“I have a workshop scheduled 
for Dec. 1,” Dorothy says. “We’ll 
teach our audience how to take a va¬ 
riety of fresh greens, ribbons and or¬ 
naments and create a two to four 
foot swag to use indoors or outdoors. 
The $20 price includes all the mate¬ 
rials needed.” 

Another workshop, set for De¬ 
cember 17, will teach how to create a 
flower centerpiece for the holiday 
table. “We’ll use fresh flowers, 
greens, candles and more to create 
individual masterpieces. The price is 
the same as for the swag workshop. 
Both start at 7 p.m.” 

Richard adds, “We’ll have all 
kinds of plants available, including a 
good selection of herbs, perennials 
and annuals and we’ll have a nice 
garden for customers to browse in 
and get ideas from.” 

While the Shileys are hosting 
friends and neighbors at their tree 
farm and craft shop, Rose Marie 
Lynn, who lives between Macomb 
and Bushnell, is finding her days hot 
and heavy, too. 

Although some people would 
rather be rolling in dough, she’s 
happy rolling it out. She makes 
Christmas ornaments out of the 

sticky stuff, and sells them all over 
the country. Rose Marie is a director 
of McDonough Telephone Coopera¬ 
tive, and her husband, Steve, is a 
McDonough Power Cooperative di¬ 
rector. 

Making Christmas 
tree ornaments from 
bread dough is a simple 
thing. So simple, in fact, 
that most people never 
think of it. Rose Marie 
tells how she got the idea. 

“About 15 years ago,” 
she says, “my church 
group had a cousin of 
mine come down from 
Wisconsin and show us 
how to make these things 
for a church bazaar. We 
made a bunch of orna¬ 
ments and sold them for a 
couple of dollars each. I 
was astonished at how 
well they sold, and we 
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to prove her point, she bangs one on 
the side of a table, leaving it com¬ 
pletely undamaged. “I’ve shown 
them to a lot of people who think 
they’re ceramic,” she adds, “but 
they’re not.” 

It was that simplicity that at¬ 
tracted her to the ornaments at first. 
She literally started making them on 
the kitchen table, and baking them 
in the kitchen oven, and didn’t have 
to shell out a lot of money for special 
tools or equipment. 

She started selling them at craft 
shows and the like, and was doing 
quite well. Well enough, in fact, that 
her business outgrew her kitchen. 

“We remodeled an old wash 
house,” she says, “and I moved into 
it, with a couple of ratty old kitchen 
ranges I bought at garage sales and 
places like that. They don’t have to 
be nice, and it doesn’t matter if the 
top burners work or not. All I need 
is a working oven. 

“As time went by,” she contin¬ 
ues, “I started a mail-order business, 
and I’ve had a full-color catalog 
printed. One of the attractions of 
these ornaments is that I can person¬ 
alize them for families, pets and so 
on.” 

Soon, she was in a situation that 
many of us envy mightily. She was 

only did it that one year.” 
With her church group no 

longer involved, and with that im¬ 
pressive sales record in mind, she 
decided to give it a try herself. 

“It’s a simple process,” she says, 
“and you just make a dough of flour, 

salt and wa¬ 
ter, and roll it 
out like you’d 
roll out 
cookie 
dough. Then 
you cut the 
ornament out 
— using 
cookie cutters 
— and deco¬ 
rate it with 
food coloring. 
Then you 
bake it. 

“I was im¬ 
pressed be¬ 
cause you 
could use just 

plain everyday materials that you’d 
find in nearly any kitchen, and you 
could bake the things in a regular 
oven. 

“They’re really nice,” she con¬ 
tinues, and they’re tough, too.” As if 



The Shiley place looks especially pretty with a fresh 
coat of snow. Their U-cut tree lot is on the other side 
of the fence. 

about to outgrow her shop again. 
They moved the operation into a 
four-car garage. 

The business enables her to 
earn an income while still having 
hours that are flexible enough that 
she can help Steve when he’s in a 
“time crunch” with the family farm 
operation. And, on the other hand, 
he can help her when the farming is 
slack and she’s up to her elbows in 
dough — literally. 

“It works out well,” she says, 
“and the operations 
complement each other 
very nicely. We have 
four kids, and they’ve 
all helped too, although 
the oldest three are 
pretty much out of the 
picture now. 

Son Curt, whom 
the Lynns refer to as 
“our second crop,” at¬ 
tends high school at 
Macomb Junior-Senior 
High School. 

With most of the 
kids gone, Rose Marie 
has several friends and neighbors 
who help out, as well as her mother- 
in-law. 

As might be expected, the busy 
season begins in August, with the re¬ 
ally busy season starting in late Oc¬ 
tober and running right into the 
beginning of December. 

While the Shileys are getting 
their shop ready and Rose Marie is 
rolling out dough, Ann Taylor of 
Colchester is busily flexing her cro¬ 
cheting fingers, and is cranking out 
crocheted Christmas tree ornaments 
at a great rate. She’s a member of 
McDonough Power Cooperative. 

“My mother crocheted for many 
years,” Ann says, “but I didn’t. I 
learned to knit when I was young, 
but 1 didn’t have any interest at all 
in crocheting.” 

Then she realized how much 
faster crocheting went than knitting, 
and became a convert. For years, 
Ann and her husband, Jim, lived in 
Newton, where he was superinten¬ 

dent of 
schools. 
She cro¬ 
cheted 
hundreds 
of snow¬ 
flake orna¬ 

ments for their seven-foot trees, 
bringing them out each year for the 
enjoyment of their five children. In 
addition to decorating her trees, she 
crafted snowflake ornaments for 
friends and family. 

“I tried to sell them one year,” 
she says, “but they didn’t sell well at 
all. Now, 1 use them to decorate my 
trees, and give them to friends and 
relatives.” 

With the kids grown and gone, 
the Taylors moved to rural 
Colchester, and into a smaller house. 
“I’ve got the house decorated to look 
really rustic,” Ann says, “and the 
crocheted ornaments fit in really 
well. I don’t use any other decora¬ 
tions in my trees, and I’ve crocheted 
the ornaments for this tree so that all 
are different, just like real snow¬ 
flakes.” 

She notes that she can knock out 
a fairly simple ornament in a matter 
of minutes, but that it takes an hour 
to make a really intricate one. 

“I used to use patterns,” she 
says, “and you can find them in just 
about any needlework book, but 
now I just do them from memory. 
I’ve done so many that I can do 
them in my sleep, and sometimes 
do. But if I’m not careful, I’ll wind 
up with five-point, or seven-point 
flakes, and I’ll know it’s time to 
stop. If they don’t have six points, 
they’re just not snowflakes as far as 
I’m concerned.” 

Ann's style is a little unusual in 
that she prefers ecru thread for her 
flakes, as opposed to snow white. “I 
think it fits in better with my rustic 
decor,” she says. 

She notes wryly that her seven 
grandchildren aren’t particularly im¬ 
pressed with her snowflake-covered 
tree, and find it boring. “They like a 
lot of sparkle and movement,” she 
remarks, “just like most kids.” 

Even so, while the idea of hav¬ 
ing a tree covered entirely with cro¬ 
cheted flakes and white lights and 
nothing else may seem a bit rustic to 
many, there’s no denying that a few 
such ornaments might be a nice ad¬ 
dition to a more heavily decorated 
tree. There’s nothing wrong with 
blending the old and the new! 

Interested readers can contact the SHILEYS AT PINE ACRES TREES & HERBS, 

1157 County Road 2300 E. Sidney, IL 61877. Their phone number is (217) 688-2207. 
ROSE MARIE LYNN can be reached at 18835 N. 1300th Rd., Macomb, IL. Her phone number is 

(309) 769-5263, and her e-mail address is rml@netins.net. Those interested in discussing 
crocheted ornaments with ANN TAYLOR can reach her at (309) 776-3881. 
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DEAD VERMIN IN TRAPS ARE DISGUSTING! 
ULTRASONIC PEST REPELLER 
GUARANTEED TO REPEL MICE, RATS, SQUIRRELS, BATS! 

Just plug It in. 
Watcn It work! 

• One unit protects up to 500 sq. ft. 
• Costs less than 1C a day to operate 
• Not hazardous to your health like 

<;nrnvs bombs and poisons 

. u S yEPA EST #47260-NV-01/UL #42J9 

. Canadian Agriculture Department 
PCP Reg. ACT #9674, 21465, 21989 

• Service Life ■ 7 to 10 years 

The Safe Non-toxic, 
Easy Way to Repe| 
Disease Bearing 
Rodents. 

Poisons work by attacking the ner¬ 
vous system of the rodent. Thes( 
same poisons may also attack your 
nervous system causing irreversible 
harm, possibly cancer, even death. 
Contact the CDC regional office 
nearest you for full details & info. 

Our “Proven Effective” Units 
Are Used By: 

• Army Corps of Engineers • Bureau of 
Forestry • Dept, of Natural Resources: 
State Parks Division • School Systems • 
Day Care Centers • Health Care Facili¬ 
ties • Rural Electric Companies • Rural 
Telephone Companies • Restaurants, 
Fast Food Retailers • Prison Systems 

NO DANGEROUS POISONS NEEDED 
Our unit is unmatched by any competitor. Its powerful 
sound levels (140+db) easily exceed competitive mod¬ 
els by 50 times or more. This is the “proven effective” 
pest repeller and not a “cheap” imitation. Mfg. by a Nat’l 
Pest Control Assn, member. Engineered and tested in 
USA. Over 1,000,000 units in use from coast-to-coast, 
from Attorneys’ offices to Fast Food restaurants. Makes 
no audible sound-harmless to people, dogs, cats, fish, 
birds. Will not interfere with TV, radio, computers or elec¬ 
tronic equipment. No chemicals, poisons, insecticides 
or fumes. The small size allows for convenient and 
unobtrusive placement. No maintenance. Guaranteed 
to work or return for a full refund (less P&H). Includes a 
3 year warranty. Meets all E.RA. guidelines. Ideal for 
vacation home, out buildings, storage sheds, work¬ 
shops—any place plagued by pests. 01999. WGSI 

THE WILLOWS, Dept. PR-661 
136 John Street, Southport CT 06490-1497 

Please RUSH me by FIRST CLASS MAIL the 
guaranteed Ultrasonic Pest Repellerjs) ordered below: 
□ ONE unit $19.95 plus $4. post & hand. ($23.95) 
□ TWO units $35.95 plus $5. post & handl ($40.95) 
□ SAVE $ 39.75! FIVE units $80.00 (includes P&H) 
□ Add $5.00 for US PRIORITY MAIL SERVICE 
Charge:DVISA □ MasterCard □ Discover Exp l  

Acct  

Signature. 

Name  

Address. 

City  

^State 
CREDIT CARD ORDERS 1-800-770-1155 

h®stKW& 

Once a man reaches 
age of 40, the prostate often 
becomes a trouble spot. 
After 60 the situation cus¬ 
tomarily worsens. Many 
times prostate difficulties 
are accompanied by a vari¬ 
ety of symptoms: frequent 
need to urinate, sudden 
urges to urinate, the sensa¬ 
tion that you have not emp¬ 
tied your bladder complete¬ 
ly after urinating, dripping 
after urination, the need to 
urinate many times during 
the night, are only a few. 

There is a safe, effective alternative to 
drugs and surgery. Amazing, successful 
results have been reported with the use of 
Saw palmetto berry extract (300mg) and 
with Pygeum africanum (250mg) the pre¬ 
ferred method of treating prostate disorders 
throughout Europe. More than a dozen dou¬ 
ble-blind clinical studies (performed by 
other) have shown that Saw palmetto 
extract greatly alleviates symptoms of BPH 
and other prostate ailments. 

There is also a unique 406mg. blend of 
amino acids (Glycine, L-Glutamic & L- 
Alanine) that offer nutritional support for the 
prostate. Documented scientific studies indi¬ 
cate that these aminos, can reduce and 

sometimes eliminate 
symptoms of BPH. 

ProstAid/DS also contains 
the mineral Zinc (20mg) which 
is associated with a man’s 
healthy sexuality. Zinc is criti¬ 
cal to testosterone synthesis 
and is absolutely essential to 
prostate function. Both vitamin 
A (1000IU) and E(30IU) have 
been shown to be indispensa¬ 
ble for the development of a 
normal and healthy prostate. 
All of the ingredients in 
ProstAid/DS are less harmful 
than drugs, plus there are no 

known adverse side effects. 
ProstAid/DS also contains 30 mg. 

Pumpkin Seed Oil, 30 mg. Panax Ginseng 
Root, 30 mg. Beta Sitoserol, 15 mg. Golden 
Rod (herb) and 500mcg. Tomato Lycopene. 
Daily dosage is 2 tablets. 

We recommends that you starts with a 
two month supply since everyone is slightly 
different and absorption time varies from 
man to man. ProstAid/DS is a nutritional 
supplement for men with a prostate problem 
and for those men who want to plan ahead 
and possibly prevent a problem. To order 
send check or MO to the address in coupon. 
Satisfaction guaranteed or return for a full 
refund of purchase price (less P&H) .©1999. WGSI 

WILLOWS NUTRITION, Dept. PDS- 605 

136 John Street, Southport CT 06490-1497 

Please RUSH me by First Class Mail: 
O 60 tablets only $19.95 plus $4.00 

postage & handling (total $23.95) 
□ 120 tabs only $34.95 plus $5.00 

postage & handling (total $39.95) 
□ SAVE $43.70! SIX month supply $100. 

(includes postage & handling charge) 
Enclosed is check/MO for $  
Charge: OVISA OMasterCard ODiscover 

Acct 

Name 

Address 

City_ 

State Zip_ 
•■CHARGE ORDERS CALL 1-800-770-1155^ 



Safety 

AROUND YOUR HOME 
Don’t get zapped by your generator 

Recently, earthquakes, hurricanes, floods and 
other natural disasters have taken their toll on electric 
systems across the country. Remember the ice storm 
that devastated this state in 1978? Many of us do. Be¬ 

ing without electricity for an 
extended period of time is a 
major inconvenience not eas¬ 
ily forgotten. Long duration 
power outages cause many 
hazards, like flooded base¬ 
ments, inoperable furnaces 
and spoiled food. In central 
Illinois, the most common 
reason for a power outage is 
a thunderstorm. However, 
most storms cause temporary 

problems that your electric cooperative will repair in a 
short amount of time. 

Whether the power outage is long or short, your 
co-op employees will not stop until your power is re¬ 
stored. 

To prepare for long power outages, a commercial 
business or livestock operation should have a perma¬ 
nent stand-by generator to protect it's investment. To¬ 
day more and more residential customers are 
considering a portable generator. Unfortunately many 
people don’t realize a generator can pose a serious 
safety hazard to you, your family and others. Before 
installing or operating a generator, these hazards 
should be considered. 

Portable generators have capacity limits and most 
are designed to power selected lights or small tools. 
They should never be connected directly to a 
building’s wiring. This means before you use a por¬ 
table generator you must identify your needs. First, de¬ 
cide in advance which appliances you feel are 
necessary. Then determine how much electricity those 
items need. The appliance nameplate or owner's 
manual will list a wattage rating. Add the ratings of 
your selected items together. A generator should not 
operate at more than 80 percent of its rated capacity. 
Also, remember that appliances with motors will need 
up to ten times their wattage rating to start. Don’t un- 

Doug Drake is a safety instructor for the Association of Il¬ 
linois Electric Cooperatives. You can write to him in care 
of Illinois Country Living, P.O. Box 3787, Springfield, IL 
62708. Telephone: (217) 529-5561. 

dersize the generator. An overloaded generator is a 
safety hazard and will damage appliances. 

The most common problem associated with oper¬ 
ating a generator is back feed. Unless your generator is 
properly connected or disconnected it can energize the 
cooperative's power lines causing life-threatening haz¬ 
ards which employees and the public are not expect¬ 
ing. Opening the main circuit breaker in your breaker 
box is not enough to ensure that no one’s personal 
safety or property is at risk. The only way to safely 
separate the two electric systems is to have a profes¬ 
sional electrician install a double-pole, double-throw 
transfer switch in your home or business. 

Additional problems arise from using generators. 
Fire is always a concern when operating a generator 
because most generators require the use of gasoline or 
diesel. The safe storage, use and care of flammables is 
a necessity. Always locate the generator in a well- 
vented area and never refuel the generator when the 
engine is hot. Let the engine cool at least ten minutes 
after shutting down the generator to minimize the 
danger of fire. 

Another fire source is the extension cords used 
with a portable generator. Cords should be properly 
sized to carry the load and inspected before each use 
to identify any break in the insulation or exposed con¬ 
ductors. Never run cords under carpets or rugs where 
heat may build up and defects will go unnoticed. Al¬ 
ways have a fully charged, approved fire extinguisher 
near the generator just in case. 

Emergency generators are hot-selling items these 
days. They can be very beneficial when the proper 
unit is installed and used safely. The warmth of a fur¬ 
nace or a refreshing drink from a well are luxuries we 
don’t want to be without. Many co-op members are 
concerned about the reliability of electric service dur¬ 
ing the computer transition at year’s end. I wouldn’t 
recommend purchasing a generator because of the 
Y2K hype. Your electric cooperative and their power 
supplier have concentrated valuable time anci funds to 
ensure that quality electrical service will continue un¬ 
interrupted into the new millennium. 

If you have any questions regarding the safe 
installation or use of a generator contact your local 
electric cooperative or the Illinois Electric Council, U 
of I Agriculture Engineering, 1304 West Pennsylvania 
Ave., Urbana, IL 61801 - www.age.uius.edu/iec. 

Doug Drake 
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Coles-Moultrie Electric Cooperative, Mattoon 

Corn Belt Energy Corp., Bloomington 
Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative, Paxton 

EnerStar Power Corp., Paris 
Egyptian Electric Cooperative Assoc., Steeleville 

Illinois Rural Electric Cooperative, Winchester 

Jo-Carroll Electric Cooperative, Elizabeth 

McDonough Power Cooperative, Macomb 
Menard Electric Cooperative, Petersburg 

Monroe County Electric Co-Operative, Waterloo 
Norris Electric Cooperative, Newton 
Rural Electric Convenience Cooperative, Auburn 

Shelby Electric Cooperative, Shelbyville 

SouthEastern Illinois Electric Cooperative, Eldorado 

Southern Illinois Electric Cooperative, Dongola 
Tri-County Electric Cooperative, Mt. Vernon 

Southern Illinois Power Cooperative, Marion 
Soyland Power Cooperative, Decatur 

Touchstone Energy® 
The power of human connections 

We're adding the finishing touches 
to the power of the future 

There's a lot more to Touchstone Energy " than simply a new name and some window 
dressing to repackage your electric cooperative. It's more than 530 electric co-ops from across 
the country joining together to provide member/owners with state of the art service they'll 
need in the new millennium. We're ready to paint the town. 

Illinois Touchstone Energy® Partners 



YARD AND GARDEN 
There is still 

something about 
areal 

Christmas tree 

David Robson 

December is the time for decora¬ 
tions, indoors and out. People hang mas¬ 
sive amounts of lights and evergreens all 
over their houses, each trying to outdo 
the other. Ribbons and bows are every¬ 
where. Don’t you wish you were the one 
that patented icicle lights? 

The center of most holiday decora¬ 
tions is the Christmas tree. I can remem¬ 
ber just about all the Christmas trees my 
family and I have had. Some were tall 
and narrow. Some were short and 
squatty and had to be elevated on a 
wooden box. Most of the ones growing 
up were blue spruces, cut from the patch 
on the south side of the house. 

The tree I remember best was my 
Arizona grandparents’ aluminum tree 
with the rotating color light wheel. 
There weren’t any lights on the tree, just 
ornaments. But when that light turned, 
the tree and all those colors, it was fasci¬ 
nating to a 10-year-old. 

A couple of years ago someone gave 
me one of those trees with all the origi¬ 
nal packaging. Finding the light wheel 
has been a challenge. They are elusive. 
For some reason, people discarded every¬ 
thing — probably realizing that those 
trees almost were the epitome of tacki¬ 
ness. 

Today, artificial trees look more and 
more real. One of these days the manu¬ 
facturers are going to include little bags 
of fake needles to put under the trees 
and on top of packages to fool people 
even more. We already have the artificial 
evergreen aroma. Still, there’s something 
about a fresh tree that’s exciting. 

Safety should be the utmost concern 
on any tree shopper’s mind. Steps you 
take when selecting, transporting and 
setting up the tree can mean the differ- 

David Robson is an Extension Educator, 
Horticulture, at the Springfield Extension 
Center, University of Illinois Extension. You 
can write to Robson in care of Illinois Coun¬ 
try Living, P.O. Box 3787, Springfield, It 
62708. Telephone: (217) 782-6515. 
E-Mail: robsond@mail.aces.uiuc.edu 

ence between a sound sleep and one dis¬ 
turbed by sirens, red lights and smoke. 

Concentrate on the needles. They 
should be green and plentiful. 

Next, smell the needles. They 
should smell like fresh evergreen. Also, 
understand that if temperatures are well 
below freezing, you won’t get much 
smell. 

Bend the needles. Fresh trees will 
be as flexible as a yoga instructor. You 
can practically tie the needles in knots. 
Dry trees will just break. However, if the 
temperature is well below freezing, the 
needles will also break. Check the ther¬ 
mometer. Grab the tree by the trunk 
and give it a good shake and bounce the 
butt end on the ground once or twice. 
The needles shouldn’t cascade off in 
sheets. You’re bound to get a few 
needles that fall off. 

There are many Christmas tree 
farms where you can select a freshly cut 
tree, and in some cases, you can cut it 
yourself and share the joy with the kicis. 

Wrap the tree tightly when trans¬ 
porting it. The old days of tying the tree 
to the roof of the car are out, since wind 
will dry the needles out. Minivans are 
great for hauling. When you get the tree 
home, make another inch cut on the 
butt end. Stick the tree in a pail of warm 
water for a day or so. That helps the tree 
start to reabsorb the water. 

When the tree is set up, keep water 
in the basin. The tree will suck up lots 
of water the first couple of days and then 
start to absorb less anci less. Watch out 
for cats and dogs who can use the basin 
as their personal water bowl. 

After Christmas, remove the tree as 
soon as it starts to dry out. Cut the 
limbs and place on top of perennials and 
other tender plants for winter protec¬ 
tion. Do not burn the trunk in your fire¬ 
place. You’ll create a huge potential for a 
chimney fire, which means more sirens, 
red lights and smoke. 
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FREE HEARING CATALOG! ^ Church Pew Padding^ 

JL FREl 

^ Mi 

dd comfort and beauty 
to your church pews. 

E info & fabric samples 
dwest Church Furnishings 

V 

•45 DAY TRIAL 
•$199 & UP 

BETTER 
HEARING 

DEPT B34, Brookport IL 62910 
1 -800-320-3300 EXT B34 

Affordable Storage Structures 
• Energy Efficient 
• Factory Warrantied 
• Long Lasting Quality 

Call Today! 1-800-356-9682 

Wick 
Buildings’ 

www.wickbuildings.com 

- 1K.
ST 

IV 
KENTUCKY 

STEEL TRUSS 
BUILDINGS 

I FREE CATALOGUE 

24’ X 
30‘ X 
40' X 
50' X 
60' X 
75* X 

20/70 
30' X 8' 
40’ X 8' 
60' X 10' 
70' X 12‘ 
70' X 12' 
80’ X 14' 

S 3,699 
$ 4,999 
$ 7,999 
$11,999 
$14,899 
$19,799 

1-606-745-0606 
www.kstbujld.com 

FARM - CHURCH - SPORTS ■ HORSE CAR ■ PLANE 
ALL STEEL ALL COLOR 25/50 WARRANTY 

MID-AMERICA HEARING CENTERS 
JWs Helps you hear FREE EXAM 
m the little things! SAME DAY SERVICE 

Licensed Hearing Instrument Specialists 

CUSTOM FULL SHELL 
HEARING AID 

BASIC $195 

f0R l&' 
OUR ^ w 

PROGRAMMABLE 
FULL SHELL 

$750 cn]TS 

Located at 

MID-AMERICA HEARING CENTERS 
I-44 • Exit 44 • 1050 W. Hayward Dri\« 

ML Vernon, Missouri 65712 

800-354-1905 

574 State Hwy. 248 
Branson, Missouri 65616 

800-649-6242 
WWW. MIDAMWICAHEARING. COM 

Our patented mobile home 
insulated-roof system offers 
• No more leaks 
• Lower utility bills 
 ir*— Ax  .„i _ 

Mcbihi Home fasubttetf fto&fovet 

y <■ EwcU&ivxlf From' / ? 

• One Fobt Overhang 
• Polystyrene Insulation SiNCt 

• Super Strong White Steel Roofing 
Call for free Information 1-800-633-8969 

“I make more profit 
from a 1/4 acre 

greenhouse...than 
from 100 acres of 

row crops!” 
— Jeff Baidufi, farmer and 

greenhouse vegetable grower 

800-321-5656 
for FREE Greenhouse 

Farming Pack! Or, mall or 
fax the coupon below. 

Farmers all over the country are increasing 
their incomes dramatically with greenhouse 
farming - the new, hi-tech, profitable family 
farm for the 21st century. With greenhouse 
farming... 
• You grow fresh, premium quality vegetables 

year-round. 
• You sell locally, in off season when prices 

are highest and demand is great. 
• Your crop is protected from bad weather; 

cash flow is more dependable. 

Ask about our 
FREE Video Offer 

($4.95 shipping 
and handling) 

• You have low 
overhead; you 
only need 1/4 
acre. 

• You work inside, 
in “spring like” environment all winter long. 

1 You have technical and marketing assistance 
from CropKing at all times. 

Request our FREE Greenhouse Farming Infor¬ 
mation Pack for details on choosing a green¬ 
house, getting set up, marketing, etc. You’ll also 
learn about our Grower Training Workshops, 
Training Videos, Newsletters, Books and 
other resources. 

CropKing Inc., 5050 Greenwich Rd., 
#WG/IL, Seville, OH 44273-9413 

fax 330-769-2616 
web site: www.cropking.com 

e-mail: cropking@cropking.com 

Send me your FREE Greenhouse Farming Informa¬ 
tion Pack and tell me how to get the FREE video! 

Name   

Street   

City  

State Zip  

Phone ( ) WG/1L199 
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Today's 

TECHNOLOGY AND YOU 
Improving fireplace efficiency 

Heat-circulating 
grate with blower 

Tight-sealing decorative 
glass fireplace doors 

Inflatable 
chimney pillow 

to seal flue 

Powered chimney 
fan for good draft 

Methods to improve fireplace comfort, efficiency 

We love to use our fireplace, but 
the room often gets smoky and 

our furnace seems to run nonstop. 
What can we do to make the fireplace 
heat better without smoke, yet still 
watch the dancing flames? ■ Peg D. 

Unfortunately, the typical open A hearth wood-burning fireplace is 
* one of the major energy wasters 

in any home. You may feel 
toasty warm in front of a raging fire, 
but it literally sucks the heated air out 
of the rest of your house. This is why 
your furnace runs so much while there 
is a fire. 

Fortunately, there are several 
simple do-it-yourself fireplace im¬ 
provements to increase overall heat 
output and eliminate the smoke. 
These can make it an overall heat 
producer that can cut your utility 
bills. Efficiency improvements can 
also enhance the appearance of 
your fireplace and can make it a 
real focal point of the room. Some 
new glass doors have 24-karat gold 
plated trim. 

The four best fireplace 
improvements are 1) an add-on 
heat circulating grate, 2) special 
fireplace glass doors, 3) a heat radiating fireback and 
4) a chimney sealing device (when the fire is out). 
People often don’t realize that there also is a great en¬ 
ergy loss (room air up the flue) when there is no fire 
burning. 

A heat circulating grate is designed to extract heat 
from the flames and transfer it into your home. These 
add-on grates have a small, quiet built-in blower (only 
24 dB) that draws in cool room air. The air inlet is on 
one side and the heated air outlet is on the other side. 

As the cool room air circulates through the mul- 

James Dulley is a mechanical engineer who writes on a 
wide variety of energy and utility topics. His column ap¬ 
pears in a large number of daily newspapers. 

Copyright 1999 James Dulley 

tiple-pass tubular grate, it picks up heat and blows out 
into the room. The blower motor is located on the 
cool air inlet side so the air inside the tubular grate is 
under pressure. If there ever is a small leak, smoke 
will not get mixed in. 

You can buy standard sizes or have a grate custom 
fitted to your fireplace. The entire unit is hidden in¬ 
side the fireplace. A shallow (less than 1.5 inches 
high) air inlet/outlet grille is all that is exposed under 
the fireplace doors. 

Depending on the size of your fireplace, the heat 
output can be as high as 40,000 Btu. Since this is con¬ 
tinuous heat while the fire is burning, it can easily 
heat several rooms without your furnace ever coming 
on. It is often a good idea to switch your furnace 
blower on, to circulate this hot air throughout your 
home. 
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For the best comfort and con¬ 
trol, select a grate model that has a 
built-in thermostat and a variable- 
speed blower. This allows you to 
control heat output and sound 
level. For a decorative look, select 
one with an add-on satin brass or 
antique copper grille. 

Tight-fitting glass fireplace 
doors are a must. Look for ones 
with special high-temperature sili¬ 
con gaskets and strong latches to 
create an excellent seal. Some, like 
Wilkening Fireplaces, use cam 
latches that will stay closed even if 
large logs accidentally roll off the 
grate against the doors. 

If you are like me and enjoy 
poking at the logs, select new 
doors with easy-to-open graphite 
impregnated or tef lon screen slide 
rods. They are easy to open and 
close. Full-view doors eliminate the 
center frame section so the view is 
not obstructed. 

A fireback is an age-old tech¬ 
nique used often in Europe. A 
heavy cast-iron plate, often with 
decorative patterns, is set up in the 
back of the fireplace. This fireback 
gets hot and radiates more warmth 
out into your room. 

Most fireplace dampers do not 
seal well and lose room air year- 
round when there is no fire. Try 
using a low-cost inf latable chimney 
pillow. Whenever there is no fire 
and the damper area is cool, push 
the clear plastic pillow up into the 
chimney. It has a long hose with a 
clip. Blow it up so it expands and 
seals off the chimney. 

To reduce smoke in your 
room, make sure you are burning 
seasoned firewood. Installing a 
chimney fan/screen unit on top of 
the chimney will help. Most mod¬ 
els have adjustable speeds to fine 
tune the draft. You can install one 
in about 30 minutes. 

Always keep a window opened 
slightly in the room to provide 
make-up air when a fire is burning 
and especially if the chimney fan is 
running. You must be careful not 

to cause your furnace or water 
heater flue to backdraft. 

Write for (or instantly down¬ 
load - www.dulley.com) Update 
Bulletin No. 424 - buyer’s guide of 
15 manufacturers of heat-circulat¬ 
ing grates, glass doors, firebacks, 
chimney pillows and chimney 
damper/draft fans. Please include 
$3.00 and a business-size SASE. 
Mail to: Jim Dulley, Illinois Coun¬ 
try Living, P.O. Box 3787, Spring- 
field, IL 62708. 

Even If It Looks And Smells Okay... 

Your Septic System 
is Dying! 

Only Biological Recycling Can Restore It! 

Your Drains 
amf Pipes Too! 

SEPTIC TANK BEFORE BIO-SURE 

INLET 
OUTLET 

SEPTIC TANK AFTER BIO-SURE 

INLET 

“ ~uj3°UTLET 

Save Hundreds of Dollars: 
No More Pumping, Digging or 
Replacing Older Pipes! 

■ Recycles Waste Build-Up Back Into 
Water and Soil Nutrients. 

■ Cleans Septic Tank Top To Bottom. 
■ Restores Leach Fields To Percolate 

Like New (Pumping Can’t). 
■ Eliminates Odors & All Waste Build-Up 

in Drain Pipe System! 
■ Friendly To The Environment... 

Safe, No Harmful Toxic Chemicals. 
■ Easy To Use & Apply Yourself 
■ BIO-SURE Can Prevent Any Future 

Septic/Drain Problems! 
■ A Proven Product...Used Nationwide & 

Recommended by Leading Plumbers. 

RESULTS GUARANTEED... 
CALL FOR FREE INFO OR 
ORDER BIO-SURE TODAY!!! 

1-800-932-8436 
SEND ME FREE INFO ON HOW BIO-SURE ELIMINATES WASTE PROBLEMS. 

Name  

Address. 

City. State . 

Zip. Phone. 

CHALLENGER PRODUCTS CORPORATION 
Box 19026, Topeka, KS 66619 

BIO-SURE works in lagoons, restaurants, motels, schools, 

hospitals and industry. Call us today for a FREE analysis. 
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Name 

Send Illinois Country Living 
to a friend or relative 

The cost is $5 for a one-year subscription 

Address 

City State ZIP 

Mail to: Illinois Country Living 
EO. Box 3787 
Springfield, IL 62708 

1 

BEITEH BUILDING FgpR
T

E
0c^v 

• Sizes 500-20,000 sq. ft. 
• Strongest for Wind & Snow 

Heovy 24,22,20 & 18 go. steel 
• Maintenance Free 

STEEL BUILDINGS 
tittp://www.pioneersteel.coni 

All Sizes 
Free Estimates 

Over 30 Years 
Experience 

Mini Storage 
Commercial 
Agricultural 

Industrial 
Hangers 

Quick 
Deliveries 

DENTURES 
IN ONE-DAY SERVICE 

Custom Upper and or Lower £ 
Opposing Imp. $15 
ADA Approved Materials Cfl 
Appointment Highly Advised ^0 CHa 

GENERAL DENTISTRY 
OTHER DENTAL SERVICES AVAILABLE 

WHERE S!P 

Adult Care Dentures 

DR. THOMAS ARNOLD 
101 Marshall Place 

CARMI, IL 62821 
Information or appointment 

Call 

1 800 825 8044 
or 618 382 8010 

Also 
Extractions and simple oral surgery at 

reduced fee with Dental appliance 
all at Dr.’s quote 

Mt. Vernon  ■ 

Marion j — 

No personal 
checks please. 

OIQ 
Mu E 

i Evansville 
I IN 

20 yr. warranty 

W/ten the local power 
goes out... 

Power up with 
the BEST, when you 

need it most. 
6000 watts Electric Start 

only 
s1797 

• Quality 
• Dependability 
• Long Running 
We are proud of our 
prices and quality! 

%t%e 

'"or caii 800-900-8856 

POND LINERS 
Custom reinforced material $.33sqft 

Recommended by USDA/NRCS. Pond 
& lake liners, manure lagoon liners, 
cistern liners, hay & truck tarps, top 

covers F.O.B. Bend, OR 
800-280-0712 

ATTENTION MOBILE HOME OWNERI 
KEMCO ROOF-OVER System is the Ultimate 

Solution for a Problem Roof! 

• REDUCES HEATING & 
COOLING COSTS 

• MAINTENANCE FREE. 
• BUILT IN OVERHANG ft 

GUTTERING ELIMINATES WA 
TER STREAKS ON SIDE OF HOME 

• STRONG ENOUGH TO STAND ON 
• NO MORE ROOF COATING YEAR AFTER YEAR 

• QUIET! NO ROOF RUMBLE OR RATTLE 
ELIMINATES CONDENSATION ft WATER PROBLEMS 

Kemco Aluminum • 1-800-456-KEMCO 
(5362) 

$Quality Steel Buildings$ 

1-800-241-8339 
40x60x12 $ 8,772 
50x75x10 $10,457 
60x100x12 $17,589 
60x75x12 $13,368 
50x100x12 $13,934 
100x100x12 w/cdumn $23,987 
100x150x14 w/cdumn $36,535 

F.O.B. plant - All Sizes Available 
Codes may affect prices 

We will match any deal 
with Quality Steel! 

3300 Holcomb Bridge Rd., Suite 201 
Norcross, Georgia 30092 

Visit us at our web site • www.arcosteel.com 

HERITAGE 
BUILDING SYSTEMS 

Established 1979 

800-643-5555 

BUILD IT YOURSELF AND SAVE 

24 x 40 x 10 $4,060 
40 x 60 x 12   $6,950 
SO X 80 X 16 $12,514 
80 X 200 X 18m 1  $40,561 
100 X 200 X 20ml  $50,055 

Commercial all steel buildings and component 
parts from America's largest distributor since 
1979. Any size is available featuring easy 
bolt up rigid frame design for industry, office, 
mini-storage, shop, farm and all steel homes. 
Call us today for a free information package 
and quote on the best buildings made. 

Mini Warehouse Sale 

Any Shape Any Size 
L. www. me tall) ldg.com ^ 
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UNEARTH 
GREAT SAVINGS 

Geothermal Systems by ClimateMaster 

With a geothermal heating and cooling system 
from ClimateMaster, lowering your heating, 
cooling and hot water costs will be a snap . . . without 
sacrificing reliability or comfort. 

Working with a specially designed underground earth 
loop system, a ClimateMaster geothermal unit utilizes the 
Earth’s near constant temperature to exchange energy 
between the Earth and your home for heating and cooling. 

ClimateMaster Geothermal Systems 
Designed by the Industry's Most Talented Team 

Atteberry & Marshall 
Charleston, IL, 217-348-8888 
Sullivan, IL, 217-752-6867 

Basham Electric, 
Geothermal Specialist 
Humbolt, IL, 217-234-9774 

Bauer Comfort Center, Inc. 
Cissna Park, IL, 815-457-2589 

Bob's Plumbing & Heating 
Macomb, IL, 309-833-2315 

Bosco Mechanical 
Belleville, IL, 618-235-7463 

Bratcher Heating & 
Air Conditioning, Inc. 
Bloomington/Normal, IL, 
309-454-1611 

Bryan's Heating & A/C 
Murphysboro, IL, 618-684-6002 

Davis Electric 
Rushville, IL 217-322-6677 

Fowler Heating & Cooling 
Marion, IL, 618-997-5288 

Garber Heating & 
Air Conditioning 
Morton, IL, 309-266-9372 

Jesse Heating and 
Air Conditioning 
Decatur, IL, 217-422-1744 
Champaign, IL, 217-352-8511 

Kuchefski Heating & A/C, Inc. 
Danville, IL, 217-442-1454 

New Air 
Girard, IL, 217-965-5578 

Bob Nussbaum Plumbing 
& Heating 
Fairbury, IL, 815-692-2042 

Read's Heating, 
A/C & Refrigeration 
Olney, IL, 618-393-4102 

Sigman Heating & 
Air Conditioning 
Belleville, IL, 618-234-4343 

Steffen Heating & A/C 
Effingham, IL, 217-342-2062 

Stevens Heating & 
Air Conditioning 
Quincy, IL, 217-222-5220 

Thomas Plumbing & 
Heating Company 
Galesburg, IL, 309-343-1101 

Town & Country Services 
Tonica, IL, 815-442-3415 

Vinson & Sill Plumbing, 
Heating, & Electric 
Lima, IL, 217-985-5100 

CLIMATEMASTER 
Or Call 1-888-436-3783 

for the Dealer Nearest You! 
© ClimateMaster 10/99 To learn more about the advantages of geothermal heating and cooling, see us at www.enertechinc.com 



Illinois' 

FINEST COOKING 
'77s the season 

Our thoughts are centering on holiday entertaining and gift giving. Why not consider some of our featured 
cookbooks for gift giving or for yourself as you plan your holiday entertaining? We showcase some of the cook¬ 
books we featured this past year. Place your order with these shown or from past issues of the magazine. 

Friends of the Palestine Library 

Friends of the Palestine Library's 1997 cookbook has 133 pages of recipes and helpful 
hints. Purchase the cookbook from Palestine Public Library, Attention: Sue, 116 South 
Main Street, Palestine, IL 62451. The cost is $8 for one or $7.50 for each additional with 
$2 each for shipping. 

WASSAIL 
Betty Griffith 

2 qt. natural apple cider 
2 C. orange juice 
1 C. lemon juice 
1 orange peel, sliced thin 
1 lemon peel, sliced thin 

1 stick cinnamon 
4 T. honey 
1 medium orange 
cloves 

Combine apple cider, juices, orange and lemon peel, cinnamon stick 
and honey in a large pot. Simmer for 10 minutes. Punch holes in 
the orange and poke cloves in each hole. Let orange float in hot 
wassail. 

CORNISH HENS 
Mary Swartz 

3/4 C. chopped onion 
3/4 C. chopped celery 
1/2 C. butter or margarine 
3 C. cooked rice 
3/4 C. raisins 
1/3 C. chopped walnuts 

HOME 

COOKING 

3 T. honey 
2 T. lemon juice 
3/4 tsp. ground cinnamon 
1/2 tsp. salt 
1/8 tsp. pepper 
6 Cornish hens (20 oz. each) 

In a skillet, saute onion and celery in 3 T. butter until tender; 
remove from heat. Add rice, raisins, walnuts, honey, lemon juice, 
cinnamon, salt and pepper; mix well. Stuff hens. Place on a rack in 
a large shallow baking dish. Soften remaining butter; rub over skins. 
Bake, uncovered at 375° for one hour or until the juice runs clear. 

Jasper County HEA, Newton 

Jasper County HEA's cookbook has past and new recipes from 
1996-97 members. It has 323 pages. Order from Evelyn Holsapple, 

c/o Jasper County Extension, P.O. Box 31, Newton, IL 62448. The 
cost of the cookbook is $12 which includes postage. 

ENGLISH PEA CASSEROLE 
Selma Milkman 

1 stick margarine 
1 C. celery 
1 C. onion 
1 C. bell pepper 
1 can cream of mushroom 

soup 

SWEET POTATO CASSEROLE 
Norma Ferguson 

2 cans drained English peas 
(can use regular size peas) 

1 small can water chestnuts, 
finely cut 

1 small jar pimento 

3 C. cooked sweet potatoes, 
mashed 

2 eggs, beaten slightly 

1/2 C. butter or margarine 
1 C. white sugar 
1 tsp. vanilla 

Mix all ingredients well and put into buttered casserole dish. 

Melt margarine, add chopped fine: celery, onion and pepper. Add 
English peas, water chestnuts, pimento and cream of mushroom 
soup. Mix well and put in casserole dish. Cover top with buttered 
bread crumbs. Bake at 350° until bubbly and bread crumbs are 
brown. (May double recipe by doubling peas and mushroom soup 
to other ingredients. This casserole freezes well. Add the bread 
crumbs just before baking). 

Topping: 

1/3 C. flour 
1/2 C. butter or margarine 

1/2 C. chopped pecans 

Mix well and sprinkle over casserole. Bake 30 minutes at 350°. 
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Edinburg lioness Club 

The Edinburg Lioness Club's cookbook has 122 pages of recipes and helpful hints. 
The cookbook can be purchased from Treva Sample, 111 E. Harrison, Edinburg, IE 
62531. The cost of the cookbook is $7 plus $1 postage. 

SHRIMP LOUIS DIP 
Barb Payne 

FAMOUS STORE CAKE 
Fran Dillard 

1 C. Hellmann's Light 
reduced calorie mayo 

1 C. sour cream 
1/3 C. finely chopped 

green pepper 
1/4 C. chili sauce 

1 T. prepared horseradish 
1/4 tsp. salt 
1/8 tsp. freshly ground pepper 
2 C. finely chopped, cooked 

shrimp 

Bottom layer: 
1 box German chocolate cake 1/2 C. chopped nuts 
mix 1/4 C. oil 

Mix by hand. Spread in bottom of 9x13-inch pan. 

Stir all ingredients until well mixed. Cover; chill. Makes 3 cups. 

TROPICAL PUNCH 

Top layer: 
1 (8 oz.) cream cheese 2 eggs 
1 lb. box confectioners sugar 1/2 C. chopped nuts 

1 (46 oz.) red Hawaiian 
Fruit Punch 

1 (6 oz.) can frozen lemonade 
concentrate 

1 (6 oz.) can frozen orange 
juice concentrate 

3 1/2 C. chilled ginger ale 

Mix ingredients using mixer until smooth. Pour evenly over cake. 
Bake in 325" oven for about 1 hour or until top looks like me¬ 
ringue. 

Combine all ingredients except the ginger ale. Pour over ice ring in 
punch bowl. Resting bottle on rim of punch bowl, carefully pour 
in the ginger ale. 

American Business Women's Association 

The American Business Women's Association's cookbook is nationally 
created. It is a three-ring-binder and has 229 pages of quick, healthy and taste- 
tested recipes. Order yours from Gwen Husek, RR 3 Box 431, Bloomington, IL 
61704. The cost of the cookbook is $15.95 which includes shipping. 

FAT-FREE TRIFLE 
Vickie Chunn 

he Working Woman’s 
Quick Cookbook 

4 C. skim milk 
2 (3 oz.) pkg. sugar-free 

vanilla instant pudding mix 
1 (12 oz.) angel food cake 
4 oz. light whipped topping 

1 (16 oz.) pkg. each individually 
frozen strawberries and 
blackberries 

1 (10 oz.) pkg. individually 
frozen raspberries 

Process the milk and pudding mix in a blender until mixed. Break 
the cake into large bite-sized pieces. Reserve one strawberry for 
garnish. Layer 1/3 of the cake pieces and 1/3 of the pudding in a 
9x13-inch dish. Add the strawberries. Add layers of half the re¬ 
maining cake and half the pudding. Add the raspberries. Layer the 
remaining cake, pudding and the blackberries in the dish. Top the 
layers with whipped topping. Garnish with the reserved strawberry. 
Chill in the refrigerator for 8 to 10 hours. The berries will thaw 
slowly while the trifle flavors meld. 15 servings. 

PUMPKIN ICE CREAM DESSERT 
Sue Alberti 

1-1/2 C. graham cracker 
crumbs 

1/4 C. melted butter 
1/4 C. sugar 
1/2 C. chopped pecans 
1 1/2 C. mashed, cooked 

pumpkin 

1/2 C. packed brown sugar 
1/2 tsp. salt 
1 tsp. cinnamon 
1/4 tsp. ginger 
1/8 tsp. cloves 
1 qt. vanilla ice cream, softened 

Preheat the oven to 375°. Combine the graham cracker crumbs, 
butter, sugar and pecans in a howl; mix well. Press the mixture 

This is a correction from the November issue. 

CRUNCHY PEACH COBBLER 

Pastry for double pie crust 1/4 C. sugar 
5 C. sliced peaches 1/8 tsp. salt 
1 C. sugar 1/2 tsp. almond flavoring 
1/4 C. water butter 
3 T. flour 

Roll half of the pastry very thin and line a 2" deep baking 
dish. Roll and cut the other half into strips. Bake half the 
strips on a cookie sheet in a 375° oven until brown. Put 
fruit, 1 C. sugar and water in a saucepan; cook until fruit is 
soft. Mix flour, sugar, and salt; add to fruit. Cook, stirring 
until slightly thick. Stir in flavoring and cooked pastry strips 
(crumbled). Spoon in the crust-lined dish, dot with butter, 
and cover with uncooked strips. Bake at 400" until brown. 
Serves 8. 

over the bottom and up the sides of a 9x13-inch baking dish. Bake 
for 8 minutes. Combine the pumpkin, brown sugar, salt, cinna¬ 
mon, ginger and cloves in a bowl; mix well. Fold in the ice cream. 
Spoon over the baked crust. Cover and freeze until 20 minutes 
before serving time. Soften in the refrigerator for 20 minutes. Cut 
into serving squares. 16 servings. 
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Sinwson ^ A "ROUND TOP"! jirnfjsun NOT A -POLE BARN"! 

Steel Building Company 100% ALL STEEL 
1-800-790-2117 PATENT #5577353 

FAX 1-316-429-8421 

24 x 30 x 9 - $3,908 
30 x 40 x 10 - $5,015 
40 X 60 X 12 - $8,246 

40 X 100 X 16 - $14,078 MINI STORAGE 
30 x 100 x 8 - $9,868 
ALL PRICES DELIVERED 

Ask About Our 
Commercial UNLIMITED SIZES TO 

Buildings 

rage/Shop • Boats/RV^V 
^^Hobby Shop • Horse Barns^^ 

CHOOSE FROM CALL TODAY FOR 
FREE INFORMATION 

SHEEPSKIN SLIPPERS 
MADE IN MONTANA from the finest American wool 

pelts, our slippers have been a Rocky Mountain Christmas 

tradition for over twenty years. Now with an improved 

foot-hugging design and a durable outsole. Color. Acorn 

with brown tipped wool or tan with natural white wool. 

Full sizes only: Womens 5 thru 10. Mens 7 thru 13 (if you 

wear a half size we suggest the next size down). $49.00/ 
pair Also available with sheepskin soles (indoor use only) 

$39.()()/pair. Add $4.50 per order for shipping. 

WE MAKE GREAT HATS & MITTENS, TOO! 

MADE IN MONTANA 

MC/VISA Accepted 
HIGH ^ 

PLAINS^ P.O. Box 1410 
East Helena. MT 59635 SHEEPSKIN 

www.hpsheepskin.com from American Sheepskin 

1-800-99SLIPS 

SANGAMON RADIANT 
WIRSBO aqua pex tubing products 
for agricultural, commercial shop 
floors and homes Made in the USA 

(217)522-3934 • FAX (217)522-3933 
Evening (217)483-3223 John D. McMillan - Owner 

America's Oldest & Largest Rare Breed Hatchery 
FREE COLOR CATALOG 

Over 140 varieties Baby Chicks, Bantams, 
Turkeys, Game Birds, Peacocks, Waterfowl, 
Guineas, Plus Books, Equipment, Eggs, 
Incubators, & Medicine. 

1-800-456-3280 
(24 hours a day) 

Website: http://www.mcmurrayhatchery.com 
Murray McMurray Hatchery, 

Cl 32, Webster City, Iowa 50595-0458 

Mobile Home 
Owners: ROOF KING 

Mobile Home Super Insulated 
Roof Over Systems 

40 Year Warranty 
Factory Direct From Roof King 

1 -800-748-0645 

The best sawmill 

■ Ideal as a shop, garage & vehicle storage 
■ Protect your investments economically 
■ Up to 80’ wide, unlimited lengths 

CALL FOR SIZES 

Limited time offer 

800/581-5843 

KAREN FLACH 
TONY FLACH SPRING CREEK 

CABIN CO. 
80A COUNTY RD 500 EAST 

MONTROSE, ILLINOIS 62445 
One Mile North 

Model Home: 217-924-4184 
BY APPOINTMENT ANYTIME 

Independent Dealer for 17 years 

METAL Bmm rnmmm 
Why Pay More! 

Your Volume Sales Leader! 
29 Ga. Kynar Paint Systems Per SqL.All Colors $55.50 Examples ft. Sheet only $13.88 

29 Ga. Siliconized Polyester Paint Systems ...Per Sq .AH Colors.. $43.75 Example 8 ft. Sheet only $11.25 

26 Ga. Commercial Hi-Rib.. PerSq-^JgSSS^^49*95 ExamP|e8,, Shee,on|yS1303 

29 Ga. Commodity White Per Sq  $39.95 Example 8 ft. Sheet only $10.27 

Seconds & Discontinued Items Call for Availability 

Stop paying for waste, we cut in inch increments 
from 3“ to 48°. No minimum order. 

NATIONWIDE DELIVERY ONLY $75 217-964-2626 
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MARKETPLACE 
USED MEAT SAWS, slicers, grinders, 
tenderizers and other butchering equip¬ 
ment. 2615 South 1st, Springfield, Illinois. 
Phone (217) 522-3934. 

INSULATION — 4 x 8 sheets, Foil 
backed foam — factory seconds — easy 
to install. Contact Ken Nichols at 
(800) 424-1256. 

POST FRAME BUILDINGS—Farm, 
commercial, residential. Bill Parkinson, 
Hardin, IF 62047. Phone (618) 576-2287 
or (800) 225-8070. 

USED AND NEW restaurant and con¬ 
cession EQUIPMENT. Ice machines, 
grills, fryers, sinks, poppers, ice cream 
machines, etc. Erio Sales, 2615 So. 1st, 
Springfield, IE. (217) 522-3934. 

WATER CONDITIONER with no salt, 
no maintenance, no electricity, no 
replacement parts. Call (800) 500-3303, 
Tower Hill, IE. Ask for Bob. 

BASKETWEAVING, CHAIRSEATING 
SUPPLIES, OAK Baskets, Books, Kits. 
Quality. Discounted. Retail, Wholesale. 
Catalog $1. Ozark Basketry-REN, 
Box 599, Fayetteville, ARK 72702-0599. 

WORK CLOTHES 
GOOD CLEAN Rental-type work clothes, 
6 pants and 6 shirts to match-$29.95. 
Lined work jackets-$9.95. Satisfaction 
Guaranteed! Send sizes with check or 
money order plus $5-S&.H to: WALT’S 
WHOLESALE, P.O. Box 208-E, 
Darlington, SC 29540. Or MC/Visa 
orders (800) 233-1853. 

LLAMAS ARE WONDERFUL! They do 
it all — guard livestock, carry your load, 
give you the wool off their backs, walk 
with you or pull you in a cart, and are 
just a joy to be around! Find YOUR ideal 
llama today at Tranquility Llamas, 
Bloomington, Illinois. (309) 963-4553. 

MAGNETIC THERAPY is reported by 
many to give relief from: pain, migraine, 
headaches, allergies, arthritis, etc. (800) 
500-3303, ask for Bob. 

TAKE ACTION — MAKE MONEY — 
$40,000 yearly! Homeworkers needed 
immediately for assembly, clerical, mail 
processing positions! For free application, 
write: Charlin Corporation, Box 522-P 
Marion, SC 29571. 

PLAY GOSPEL SONGS by EAR! Add 
Chords, Piano, Organ. 10 easy lessons 
$7.50. Guaranteed. Davidsons, 6727R1 
Metcalf, Shawnee Mission, Kansas 66204- 

TAYLOR SOFT SERVE MACHINES, 
single phase, double with twist, standby, 
guaranteed. Erio Sales, 2615 So. 1st , 
Springfield, IL 62704. (217) 522-3934. 

CUSTOM SAWMILLING with Portable 
Woodmizer. Your place or mine. Call Jim 
Virkler, (815) 692-2890. 

SHAWNEE NATIONAL FOREST in 
beautiful Southern Illinois. Properties for 
hunting, fishing, retirement. Call Ocie 
Paxton Realty at (618) 683-4203. 

WANTED: ALL SPECIES STANDING 
TIMBER. Free estimates, no obligation. 
Call Paul Jones, Ridgway, IL 62979. 
Phone (618) 272-3031. 

PLANNING A FLORIDA VACATION? 
Fish Haven Lodge on beautiful Lake 
Juliana is the place for you. Located in 
central Florida, only 30 min. from Disney 
World. Lakefront housekeeping cottages, 
adult mobile home park and large RV lots 
are available. Some of Florida’s most 
reasonable rates. Write Fish Haven 
Lodge, Box 1, Fish Haven Road, 
Auburndale, EL 33823. Phone (941) 984- 
1183. 

FIBERGLASS, CORRUGATED, 26- 
inch wide. 8-10-12 foot long. 8 ft.-$4. 
12 ft.-$6. Large supply, all colors. 
Dongola, IL. (618) 827-4737. 

SWENEY’S LLAMAS: Registered, 
breedings, sales, fiber for spinning. NEW 
BABIES arriving soon, show quality for 
4-H projects. Farm visits welcome. Avon, 
IL. (309) 465-3847. 

REGISTERED LLAMA MALES, $250 
and up. Females $800 and up. Registered 
miniature donkey pair, Black Jack and 
Grey Jenny $1,300. Black Jack weanling 
$250. (618) 783-2169. 

NEW SUBDIVISION - SHAWNEE 
MEADOWS, Pope County, IL. Close to 
Ohio River. Marina, golfing, fishing, hunt¬ 
ing. Restrictions. Agent-owned. Ocie 
Paxton Realty. (618) 683-4203. 

BLEACHER RECLINER™. Superior 
quality portable bleacher seat. (800) 621- 
2605 or www.BleacherRecliner.com. 

E-Z MATIC® PET DOORS. Weather- 
tight (seals tight “All around!”) Super 
quiet, safe. Easy to install and use, sizes 
for any dog/cat. Free brochure; call 
(715) 635-2644 or e-mail riverken@ 
chibardun.net. Riverside Products, 
W7909, Green Valley Road, Spooner, WI 
54801. 

DISCOUNT WALLPAPER. Lowest 
prices guaranteed. 400,000 rolls and 
borders in stock!! Call with book name 
or pattern numbers. Marion, IL. (618) 
997-6090 or www.dwdd2000.com. 

BIRD PROBLEMS: We have solutions! 
Standish & Associates, Petersburg, IL. 
Call John at (800) 274-0105. 

TIMBERMARK FORESTRY CON¬ 
SULTANT. To market timber at top 
selling price and ensure a well-managed 
forest for the future. (618) 252-4647 or 
mobile 528-6146. 

CREDIT CARD STRESS? Lower pay¬ 
ment by 50 percent. Reduce and elimi¬ 
nate interest. No FEE, non-profit. Free 
consultation. American Credit and Debt 
Management, Inc. (800) 442-9243. 

PIANO FOR SALE: Cash or small 
monthly payments with good credit. Free 
delivery. Call for more details. (800) 346- 
1775. 

REMOVE LIMESCALE while condi¬ 
tioning your water naturally. GMX saves 
money — no salt, chemicals, extra 
plumbing or maintenance ever! Money- 
back guarantee, lifetime warranty. Dis¬ 
tributorships available. (888) 357-7792. 

ARE YOU RECEIVING MORTGAGE 
payments? Cash for your note. Free 
quotations. (800) 269-9510. 

BECOME AN ORDAINED MINISTER 
by Correspondence study. The harvest 
truly is great, Luke 10:2. Ministers for 
Christ Outreach, PMB 107, 6630 West 
Cactus, #B107, Glendale, AZ 85304. 
http://www.ordination.org. 

HASSLE FREE VACATION PLAN¬ 
NING. We pamper our clients before and 
after their trips. Great prices on cruises, 
Las Vegas, honeymoons, Florida des¬ 
tinations and weekend get-a-ways. 
Thunderbird Travel of Harrisburg. 
(800) 443-3506. 
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SIX TEAR DOWN BARNS and farm 
buildings for sale. Ideal for barn boards, 
beams, lumber, rebuilding, crafts or 
paneling. Galena, IL area. (708) 562- 
3030. 

WANTED TO BUY Indian artifacts of 
all kinds; one piece or entire collections. 
Call (309) 543'3847 evenings or leave 
message. 

OASIS MANUFACTURING introduces 
the econo-globe HAND PUMPS. Many 
benefits and many uses. Cost-efficient, 
hand-lift, lightweight, non-corrosive. 
Ideal in remote areas, campsites, rural 
dwellings, plant nurseries. Easy to install 
and simple to use. For more informa¬ 
tion call (618) 446-5333 or E-mail 
oasismanuf@wabash.net. 

Y2K supplies, generators — 6,500 watt 
Coleman, $649, fueling and lubrication 
equipment, Baldwin farm filters, hard 
bolt assortments, restocking, hydronic 
radiators and Grundfos pumps, discounted. 
Country 88S Jungle, Murphysboro, IL 
62966. E-mail Country@globaleyes.net. 

USED RAINBOWS Service and Repair. 
Authorized area. Rainbow Distributor: 
L &. L Distributing, 116 S. Van Buren, 
Newton, IL 62448. (877) 783-3755. 

ELITE MAGNETIC SIGN MACHINE 
and supplies. Beardstown, IL. Interested 
parties call (217) 323-3150. 

FREE YEAR 2000 SCRIPTURE CAL¬ 
ENDARS for yourself or distributing to 
friends, neighbors, employees, etc. Send 
note with number requested to CDB, 
RR 1, Bridgeport, IL 62417. 

AUTO INSURANCE — Good drivers, 
bad drivers, teenage drivers. Check our 
low, low rates for Southern Illinois. Call 
Odle Insurance at (618) 242-4340. 

Do your FEET LEGS, and BACK HURT? 
Nikken magnetic relax products will give 
wonderful relief. For information, call 
(618) 763-4635. 

FOUR foot WHITE PINE TREES, 
delivered, planted, fertilized, mulched. 
$35 each plus tax. Buy ten, get 11th free. 
Call for delivery price if you plant. Call 
(217) 886-2316. 

LLAMAS — AFFORDABLE, GENTLE 
registered pet and show stock. Variety of 
colors and sizes. SUPPORT after the sale. 
Will deliver. Visitors welcome. (618) 351- 
1337. 

CHRISTMAS UNIQUES decorations/ 
gifts/ornaments, collectibles. Send $1 for 
catalog. Receive 20 percent off on first 
order. SMJ Sales, 48 County Road 
1725 E, Ludlow, IL 60949. 

$$PAYING CASH for older Wurlitzer, 
Rockola, Seeburg, AMI Jukeboxes, 1950s 
soda machines. Also Fender, Gibson, 
Martin, Gretsch GUITARS. Motorcycles. 
(636) 978-2788. 

COLLOIDAL MINERALS — $5.97 per 
quart, case of 12. Colloidal silver, $5.97 
per pint, case of 12. (800) 999-9345. 

WANTED TO BUY: Standing timber, all 
species, select cut or clear. Top prices paid. 
Call (815) 434-4141. 

FILTER QUEEN/DEFENDER sales, ser¬ 
vice and supplies. Factory authorized. In 
home air filtration since 1928, offering 
more consistent, allergen-tree indoor air 
quality with our total home care system. 
For free information, call (800) 753-5401 
or write, SHE-N-I, Inc., RR 1 Box 341, 
Allendale, IL 62410. 

RETIREMENT HEAVEN LOCATED in 
beautiful southern Illinois! Lower taxes. 
Hunting and fishing. Quality living 
unsurpassed! Call Coldwell Banker at 
(618) 833-7331. 

QUALITY HERBS, VITAMINS. Low 
prices, high quality, FREE shipping! Write 
to : Wiemer OTC Services, PO. Box 413, 
San Jose, IL 62682 or call toll free at 
(877) 268-0095. 

FOR SALE: Very good Hot Point elec¬ 
tric stove and Philco upright deep freeze. 
Call (618) 673-2427. 

FOR SALE: Farm toys — pedal tractors, 
construction toys. The Old Farm House, 
East Dubuque, IL 61025 or call (815) 
747-3364. 

MAKING MONEY NOW! $1,200- 
$12,000 per month. PT/FT. Compen¬ 
sation, car, travel, training. Could this be 
you? Call (618) 253-7790 or (800) 481- 
3181. 

WANTED: 29 PEOPLE — to get paid 
$$$ to lose up to 30 pounds in the next 
30 days. Natural and guaranteed. Call 
(800) 478-2594. 

FOR SALE: 1989 CLUB WAGON, 15 
passenger, excellent condition. Little rust. 
$5,000. Galesburg, IL. (309) 342-2608. 

INTERESTED IN FLAT TOWING — 
a ‘98-99 or ’00 Ford Ranger Pickup? 
Complete Remco Modification kit for sale 
that costs $789 new, will sell for $400. 
Call (815) 428-7221. 

BIRDVIEW SATELLITE DISH — 
Directional motor and control box, steel 
stand, white. 8’6” diameter. $50. Dave 
Lindsay, 3227 Greenwood Dr., Dewey, IL. 
Call (217) 897-1474. 

FOR SALE: ALFALFA HAY, square 
bale, second and fourth cutting. Call 
(217) 752-6285. 

MAIL BOX post broken again? “POST 
RELIEF” fits 4”x4” wooden posts and 
prevents post damage caused by snow 
plowing, vandalism, etc. Tested for over 
ten years with no post damage. “Post 
Relief” releases before post breaks and 
can be reset in minutes. Pays for itself the 
first time it releases. Easily installed. 
Money back guarantee. Send $38 plus $8 
shipping, to County Road 800, RR 1 
Box 11, Carlock, IL 61725. 

WANTED TO BUY: Older model thick¬ 
ness Planer, 24” or larger. Orland Cline, 
820 Bartruff Rd., Anna, IL 62906 or call 
after 5 p.m., (615) 521-3942. 

WORK FROM HOME — International 
Company expanding. Europe and Asia. 
$1,500/6,000 PT/FT. Full training 
provided. Call (309) 661-1329. 

RARE EXOTIC BLACK ARABIAN 
horses. Fifty choices (show quality). 
Twenty-three year breeding program. 
$950 and up. Trades considered. Financing 
available. (217) 746-8701. 

WANTED TO BUY Record albums, LPs 
and 45s in good condition. Paying cash. 
Call (618) 724-9259. 

FOR SALE: BOSTON TERRIER pup¬ 
pies — playful, loveable. Shots and 
wormed. Vet checked. Written guarantee. 
Pug puppies occasionally available. All 
AKC registered. Call (618) 893-4114. 

GORETEX BOOTS BY DANNER: 200 
grams of Thinsulate, sizes 7 to 12, $75. 
Also combat boots, good condition, sizes 
3-1/2 to 12, $18. Plus shipping. Avail¬ 
ability limited. Call to order— (618) 728- 
4446. 

AIR AND WATER PURIFICATION 
units for sale. Certified safe. Solve indoor 
air and water pollution problems. (618) 
253-7790. 

MACKINAW RIVER FRONTAGE. 
Executive home — 12 wooded acres. 
$285,000. (309) 744-2546 or visit website: 
forsalebyowner.com. Site#7617537. 

ARE YOU INTERESTED in home-based 
business? Representing a company with 
integrity, family values and genuine 
concern for others, while also making a 
great income? Leading 11-year-old Food 
Science Company, publicly held, looking 
for people with a heart for helping people. 
Serious inquires, call Sabrina Walsh at 
(888) 545-9797. 
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Classified Ad Order Form 

Enclosed is for the ad copy below to run times starting with the 
Charges for each month’s insertion, co-op members: $8 for the first 20 words or less and 30 cents per additional word. 
Non-members: $1.20 per word with a $24 minimum for 20 words or less. 

• All ads must be in one paragraph form. No centered separate sheet if needed. Include your name, ad- 
copy. Maximum of four all-capital wordier ad. dress and phone number. I am a member of 

• Check/cash/money order payable to Illinois Coun- electric cooperative 
try Living and member’s address label must ac¬ 
company order. 

• Please type or print your ad neatly. You may use a 

The publisher reserves the right to reject any ad¬ 
vertisement. 

Mail to: Illinois Marketplace, Illinois Country Living 
PO. Box 3787* Springfield, IL 62708 

Deadline for February issue: December 15 

12 FAMILY PURPLE MARTIN HOUSE- 
$29.95, 16 family barn-$39.95. Tri-Tel 
poles. Factory direct. Dealer inquiries in¬ 
vited. Free catalog. Call (800) 764'8688. 
www.purplemartin.net. 

GOT A CHILD who has everything/ 
How about a book with them as the main 
character? LETTERS from SANTA also 
available. Books in stock shipped in three 
days, guaranteed. Call Brenda for a free 
catalog. (217) 322-4131 or (217) 323- 
3603. 

WANTED — TOY TRAINS: Lionel, 
American Flyer, Ives, Dorfan, Marx. 
Condition determines price. William E. 
Timpner, Pinckneyville, IL 62274 or call 
(618) 357-8112. 

KITTENS AVAILABLE — AMERICAN 
BOBTAILS (Bobcat look-a-like). Bengals 
(AKA Lap Leopards). Show quality at pet 
prices. (217) 324-2678. 

HEIRLOOM SEEDS, 250 varieties! 
Vegetables, flowers, herbs, plants and 
books. Free catalog. Baker Creek Heirloom 
Seeds, Mansfield, MO 65704. (417) 924- 
8917 or www.rareseeds.com. 

AFTER DINNER PROGRAM “Live, 
Laugh and Love with Louie the Singing 
Farmer.” Louis Reuschel, Box 204, 
Golden IL 62339. (217) 696-2493. 

SMALL ACREAGE FOR SALE. Eight 
acres adjoining the Shawnee National 
Forest situated in Jonesboro, IL. Excellent 
hunting and fishing opportunities being 
just minutes of Bluff and Lyerla Lakes. 
Call Mary Nash-Swink at Century 21 
Gold Star Realtors at (800) 455-2121 for 
more information on 124432. 

CANDLES — PARTIALLY MADE with 
“SOYOIL.” For listing of 19 fragrances in 
9 oz. jars for only $5.85 (tax included), 
call (618) 948-2814. 

Handmade washable RAGGEDY ANN 
and ANDY dolls. Clothes and assessories 
for popular size dolls. Evenings or leave 
message. (630) 892-9373. 

MONEY MAKING OPPORTUNITY. 
Twenty-three vending machines, manual 
coin-operated, 100 item capacity. Only 
$4,600, like new. (618) 648-2206. 

PREMIUM KNIVES, outdoor and kitchen 
cutlery for sportsman or cook. Visit 
our catalog site at www.premium 
knives.com. 

PAIN RELIEF FOR cracked thumbs and 
fingertips. Instant results. $8.50. To order 
write to Mr. C., 5117 E. Co. 17, Avon, IL 
61415. 

FATHER’S RIGHTS, multi state guide, 
$25. How to reduce child support 
payments, $25. LAWYER PREPARED. 
$3 S/H each. Check, cash or money order 
to: Father’s Rights Foundation, 12 N. 17th, 
Murphysboro, IL 62966. 

CIVIL WAR ITEMS WANTED. Teacher- 
collector paying cash for uniforms, guns, 
knives, photos, flags, instruments or other 
war-related items. Also buying old Colt 
and Winchester guns. (309) 365-8131. 

Would you like to spend your winter in a 
tropical climate? Everglades City Florida 
“THE LAST FRONTIER” is for you. Big 
Cypress National Preserve, Everglades 
National Park, 10,000 Island National 
Aquatic Preserve and Marco Island with 
its white sand beaches and lavish shopping 
is within 1/2 hour drive or less. Water¬ 
front property with a boat ramp and 
floating dock. The home has two 
bedrooms, 1 1/2 bathrooms, and a large 
screened-in porch. For more information, 
call (217) 696-2332. E-mail srowland@ 
adams.net. 

COMMERCIAL SITE FOR SALE: Two- 
plus with high visibility, zoned B-2 on 
Main Street in Anna, IL with traffic count 
of over 17,000 per Illinois Dept, of 
Transportation. Call Mary Nash-Swink at 
Century 21 Gold Star Realtors at (800) 
455-2121 for more information on 
124566. 

ATTN: CISTERN & WELL OWNERS. 
Gauge mounts in your home show how 
much water you have. Hellborn 
Innoventions, 8036 Blinds Hollow Road, 
Sparta, IL 62286. (888) 333-7194. 

VIDEO: Historic and scenic trails in 
Southeastern Illinois by Lucille Lawler, 
Rt. 1, Ridgway, IL 62979. $15 postage 
paid. (618) 272-7092. 

AKC REGISTERED GOLDEN RE¬ 
TRIEVER puppies, ready to go Dec. 4. 
Will hold for Christmas. $200. Call (217) 
245-6365 or (217) 479-1489. 
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December 

DATEBOOK 
1-11, 1800s Christmas in Sweden 
in Bishop Hill. Discover the little- 
known Christmas customs and 
rituals practiced in nineteenth cen¬ 
tury Sweden. (217) 782-4836. 

1- 5, Festival of Trees in 
Bloomington. More than 100 
decorated trees, wreaths and cen¬ 
terpieces. Entertainment and spe¬ 
cial events. All proceeds benefit 
The Baby Fold, a child welfare 
agency in Normal. (309) 452-1170. 

2- 4, Holiday Craft Sale at the SIU 
Student Center Craft Shop in 
Carbondale. This annual holiday 
craft sale features more than 75 
crafters with offerings of holiday 
decorations, gifts and unique 
items. (800) 526-1500. 

3- 5, Christmastown USA in 
Carlyle. A gala of events to wel¬ 
come the Christmas Season, fea¬ 
turing a cookie walk, Santa’s secret 
shop, a parade, a Christmas tree 
display, an art exhibit, candlelight 
home tours, tree lighting plus beau¬ 
tifully decorated stores for your 
Christmas shopping. (618) 594- 
4015. 

3-5/10-12, “Christmas Joy” at the 
Clinton County Showcase in 
Breese. Times vary. (618) 526- 
2866. 

34', DuQuoin Christmas Stroll, 
Downtown DuQuoin. This event 
features a Festival of Trees, Santa’s 
arrival, a viewing of beautifully 

decorated streets and homes, 
children’s events, open house tours 
of decorated homes and many 
other attractions. (800) 455-9570. 

3-12, “What the Butler Saw” at the 
SIU McLeod Theater in 
Carbondale. In this farcical romp, 
set in a psychiatric hospital, Dr. 
Prentice and his wife are carrying 
on behind each other’s back. Be¬ 
fore their indiscretions are discov¬ 
ered, we witness a series of 
hilarious disguises, deceptions and 
discoveries. (800) 526-1500. 

3-5 /10-12 /17-19, Holiday Magic 
at the Brookfield Zoo. Experience 
the magic of the holiday season 
with celebrity storytellers, deco¬ 
rated trees, music, Santa and thou¬ 
sands of twinkling lights. (708) 
481-0263. 

34, Christmas by Candlelight Din¬ 
ner Theater in Elgin. (847) 695- 
2500. 

4, Lights Fantastic Parade, Down¬ 
town Carbondale. Illinois Avenue 
to Town Square; this annual 
lighted parade includes floats and 
marching bands from all over 
Southern Illinois, storefront art¬ 
work and special lighted displays, a 
gingerbread house contest and 
lighted static displays through the 
entire month of December. (800) 
526-1500. 

4, Mistletoe Ball at Turner Hall in 
Galena. ( 815) 777-9129. 

4, Old-Fashioned Christmas on the 
Square and House Walk in Oak¬ 
land. Events include “Trees and 
Sweets,” featuring 50 decorated 
trees, as well as homemade goodies 
for sale; a Christmas Bazaar, a gin¬ 
gerbread house contest, pioneer re¬ 
enactors and home tours. (217) 
346-2653 or (217) 346-2282. 

4, Holiday House Tour in Leba¬ 
non. Tour several distinctive 
homes decorated for the season. 
(618) 537-8420. 

4, The Main Street Christmas Fes¬ 
tival in O’Fallon. Start the festivi¬ 
ties with the 10 a.m. Jingle Bell 
Rock-N-Run followed by a chili-fest 
cook off, live music, waitress/ 
waiter races, hot pepper eating con¬ 
test, a parade at 6 p.m. and mer¬ 
chants open until 9 p.m. (618) 
6244503. 

4-5, Lunch with Santa on the Train 
at the Old Wabash Depot in 
Monticello. Ride a real train and 
have lunch while visiting Santa. 
Reservations required. (800) 952- 
3396. 

4-5, Christmas on the River in 
Chester. Crafters of all descriptions 
will greet you inside the Randolph 
County Courthouse. Enjoy tea at 
the Cohen Mansion and take the 
leisurely house tour. Santa Claus 
arrives at the Chester riverfront by 
boat. All day activities. (618) 826- 
4187. 

4, Santa’s Hunt at the city hall in 
Columbia. (618) 281-7144. 

4, Christmas in Petersburg. This 
event offers a variety of fun, in¬ 
cluding home tours, crafts at the 
high school, a cookie walk and re¬ 
tail merchants. (217) 623-7705. 

4-5, Country Christmas Stroll and 
House Tour in Okawville. Pick out 
your favorite of the 40 theme deco¬ 
rated trees, enjoy the Live Nativity 
Pageant and browse through the 
45-plus craft table area. Your high¬ 
light will be the extraordinary 
house tour, which includes four 
private homes, three museums and 
a church all in holiday decorations. 
(618) 243-5694. 

28 ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING ■ DECEMBER 1999 



4/11, “I’ll be Home for Christ¬ 
mas” at the Midtown Theater in 
Wood River. Step into the music 
parlor for our hometown rendi¬ 
tions of all the old favorite Christ¬ 
mas tunes from yesteryear along 
with a visit from Santa. (888) 841- 
4142. 

5, Christmas Tea in Freeport. Party 
like it’s 1899 - Celebrate Christ¬ 
mas at the Turn of the Century. 
(815) 232-8419. 

5, “Messiah,” a free production 
put on by the Methodist church in 
Greenville. (618) 664-2800. 

5, An Old Fashioned Christmas 
Live Vaudeville Acts and Organ 
Concert at the Lincoln Theater in 
Belleville. (618) 233-0018. 

5-31, Recalling Christmas in 
Edwardsville. Madison County 
Historical Museum displays a beau¬ 
tiful and fond Christmas past with 
Christmas trees, greenery, poinset- 
tias, antique ornaments, toys and 
dolls. (618) 656-7562. 

5, Downtown Old Fashioned 
Christmas in Effingham. (217) 
342-4147. 

6 -1/2/00, Victorian Christmas at 
the St. Clair County Historical 
Museum in Belleville. (618) 234- 
0600. 

8- 31, Dana Thomas House Christ¬ 
mas in Springfield. Holiday tours 
and live music. (217) 782-6776. 

9- 23/27-30, Holiday Lights at the 
Henson Robinson Zoo in Spring- 
field. (217) 753-6217. 

10- 12, “A Christmas Carol” at the 
Looking Glass Playhouse in Leba¬ 
non. (618) 537-4962. 

10-12/17-19, “A Christmas Carol” 
at the Lawford Theater in Havana. 
(309) 543-4777. 

10-11, Lucia Nights at Bishop Hill. 
Festival of Lights. “Lucias” serve 
coffee and sweets in museums and 
shops. Carolers stroll the village 
walks. (217) 782-4836. 

10-12, The 25th Annual “Nut¬ 
cracker Ballet on Ice” in Evanston. 
Over 200 ice skaters recreate 
Tchaikovsky’s beautiful ballet fairy 
tale. (847) 328-9401 or (847) 328- 
9400. 

11, Holiday Open House at the 
Vandalia Statehouse State Historic 

Site. For a rare experience nothing 
is better than visiting the oldest ex¬ 
isting Illinois capitol building ar¬ 
rayed in its Christmas finery. 
Surrounded with decorations and 
the aroma of fresh greenery, fruits 
and nuts, flickering candle-light 
and the sweet sound of period mu¬ 
sic, you can almost see and feel the 
presence of past ladies and gentle¬ 
men gliding around the ballroom. 
Enjoy the tour of the statehouse. 
The first 100 families will receive a 
handmade Christmas ornament. 
(618) 283-1161. 

11-12, Christmas House Tour in 
Nashville. This tour offers you a 
rare view of Nashville’s stately, 
well-maintained homes, churches 
and civic buildings in their beauti¬ 
ful Christmas attire. A variety of 
homes highlighting the architec¬ 
tural styles of Nashville are in¬ 
cluded on the tour. (618) 
327-3700. 

11, Victorian Christmas Walk in 
Geneseo. Geneseo’s Victorian 
spirit sparkles downtown with 
Christmas magic in the air. Each of 
the storefront windows will have 
family, friends and even some ani¬ 

l-5, Once Upon a Holiday in 
Bloomington. This event includes 
carriage and trolley rides; tours of 
historic, holiday-decorated man¬ 
sions; Festival of Trees, featuring 
decorated trees and wreaths; holi¬ 
day art exhibit sale; professional 
puppeteers, candy cane hunt and 
other family activities; holiday 
band concert; live music and pro¬ 
fessional entertainment at numer¬ 
ous sites; parade, costumed 
characters and more. (800) 433- 
8226. 

Illinois Country Living publishes event listings as space allows, giving preference to events of regional or 
statewide interest. Event listings are provided by the event sponsors and the Illinois Bureau of Tourism. The magazine assumes 
no responsibility for the accuracy of information submitted for publication and advises calling ahead to confirm dates and 
times. To be considered for inclusion, send listings and photographs (If sending photographs please include self-addressed 
stamped envelope) to Illinois Datebook, Illinois Country Living, PO Box 3787, Springfield, IL 62708-3787. The deadline for 
submission is 45 days prior to the publication date. 
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mals depicting Victorian scenes 
from a time long ago. Enjoy chest¬ 
nuts roasting, ride a horse-drawn 
carriage and bring back memories 
from a time past. (309) 944-2686. 

11, Make Your Own Gingerbread 
House and Breakfast with Santa at 
the Eckert’s Country Store and 
Farms in Belleville. (618) 233- 
0513. 

12, “Christmas Wonders,” a pro¬ 
duction presented by the After¬ 
noon Belleville Philharmonic 
Orchestra at the Shrine of Our 
Lady of the Snows in Belleville. 
(618) 235-5600. 

12, Christmas Home Tour in 
Geneseo. See for yourself the 
beauty that exists inside of some of 
Victorian Geneseo’s most beautiful 
and unique homes - each deco¬ 
rated to the hilt for the holiday sea¬ 
son. (309) 944-2686. 

18, “An Elvis Christmas” at the 
Midtown Theater in Wood River. 
Come out and have a blue hoo boo 
Christmas with “The King” as ren¬ 
dered by Mr. Steve Davis. (888) 
841-4142. 

19, Christmas Evening of Days 
Gone By in Pontiac. Early 1900s 
Christmas evening at Yost Mu¬ 

seum, and a late 1800s evening by 
lamplight at the Jones House. (800) 
835-2055. 

25, Julotta at Bishop Hill. Candle¬ 
light nondenominational service in 
the Colony Church. Service con¬ 
ducted in English and Swedish. 
Coffee and rusks served following 
the service. (309) 927-3899. 

27-30, The Secret Lives of Teddy 
Bears in Belleville. Come and see 
over 200 furry, cuddly teddy bears 
along with their doll cousins in 
life-like scenes and help them cel¬ 
ebrate their grand return after two 
years of hibernation. (618) 234- 
0600. 

250 

31, New Years Eve Celebration at 
Our Lady of the Snows in 
Belleville. A prayer service and cel¬ 
ebration welcoming the new Mil¬ 
lennium. (618) 397-6700. 

31, Pipe in the Millennium Con¬ 
cert at the Lincoln Theater in 
Belleville. (618) 233-0018. 

31, Millennium Celebration at the 
Crown Plaza Hotel in Elgin. New 
Year’s Eve package with a ballroom 
party, dinner, dancing, entertain¬ 
ment and overnight room. (847) 
488-9000. 

31, First Night Evanston in Down¬ 
town Evanston. Ten indoor ven¬ 
ues, music, theatrical performances 
and children’s activities. (847) 328- 
5864. 

31 - 1/1/00, Millennium New 
Year’s Celebration at the Chicago 
Marriott in Oak Brook. This pack¬ 
age includes a luxurious room, mu¬ 
sic and dancing with the A1 Sophia 
Orchestra, a midnight balloon 

drop and a bountiful breakfast buf¬ 
fet. (630) 573-8555. 

31 - 1/1/00, First Night Aurora 
2000, Downtown Aurora. A cel¬ 
ebration of the visual and perform¬ 
ing arts that offers a wide variety of 
entertainment for everyone. Spec¬ 
tacular fireworks display at mid¬ 
night. Parking nearby with shuttle 
from outlying area. (630) 844-3640. 

31, Millennium Celebration at the 
Crown Plaza Hotel in Springfield. 
New Year’s Eve package with a ball¬ 
room party, dinner, dancing, enter¬ 
tainment, dessert bar at midnight, 
overnight room with a complimen¬ 
tary bottle of champagne and 
glasses and morning brunch. (217) 
529-7777. 

31, First Night Springfield in 
Downtown Springfield. Hundreds 
of performers ring in the New Year 
with a celebration of the arts. Be at 
the State Capitol at midnight for 
song and fireworks. (217) 753-3519. 

31, First Night Pontiac, Downtown 
Pontiac. Celebrate New Year’s Eve 
with music, dancing, magic, ice 
sculptures, horse and buggy rides 
and fireworks at midnight. (800) 
835-2055. 

31 - 1/1/00, Celebrate 2000 in 
Decatur. Children’s activities at 
Decatur Civic Center during the 
day. “Times Square Ball Drop” at 
the Barnes Building and fireworks 
at midnight. (217) 422-7300. 

31 -1/1/00, The 2000 Minute 
Party in Chicago. (312) 742-2001. 

31, First Night Bloomington-Nor¬ 
mal in Normal. Count down 1999 
and ring in 2000 at the biggest 
New Year’s Eve Party in town. First 
Night is a safe, wholesome and al¬ 
cohol-free New Year’s Eve celebra¬ 
tion providing entertainment, 
activities, fun, food and a huge 
countdown to midnight and spe¬ 
cial grand finale fireworks display. 
(309) 829-4250. 
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There are no 
substitutes 

ONE 
WAY 

-mm**1' 

Erieygj- Efficiency! 

' 

only one way to enjoy 

r, * —^superior comfort and dramatically 

lower heating, cooling and hot water bills — 

^--^^with a WaterFurnace geothermal comfort system. At 

WaterFurnace, we've designed our products and selected our dealers 
with comfort, quality, efficiency and the environment in mind. In fact, 

our products are so efficient, you could save as much as 60% off your 
heating, cooling and hot water costs. So get on the road to savings. 

But remember, ask for it by name ... and don't accept substitutes. 
After all, there's only one WaterFurnace. 

For more information or to locate your closest WaterFurnace 

dealer, call 1-800-Geo-Save or visit us at www.waterfornace.com. 

Furnoce 
©1999 WaterFurnace International, fnc. 

Sit!* 

r 

GEOEXCHANGE 

#1 Residential Geothermal System installed 
in Illinois over the past twelve years. 

Call an independent WaterFurnace Dealer near you 
for a Free Energy Analysis to see how much you can save. 

Arnold Brothers Heating & Cooling 
Macomb, IL, 309-833-2852 
Boyce Electric 
Cissna Park, IL, 815-457-2700 
Burgess & Son, Inc. 
Girard, IL, 217-627-2665 
Charlie’s Air Conditioning 
Carterville, IL, 618-985-2502 
Collins Plumbing & Heating 
Springfield, IL, 217-793-8031 
Petersburg, IL, 217-632-3670 
Design Air Heating & Air Conditioning 
Decatur, IL, 217-429-1105 
1-800-452-7845 
Easley Mechanical 
Canton, IL, 309-647-3450 
Electro Electric 
Flora, IL, 618-662-4520 
Energy Specialists 
Toluca, IL, 800-782-7491 
G-M Mechanical 
Canton, IL, 309-647-5700 
Hinrichsen 
Goodfield, IL, 309-965-2769 

Holloway Heating & Air Conditioning 
ML Vernon, IL, 618-242-5481 
Houston Plumbing 
Paxton 
Gibson City 
1-800-379-2165 
Hoveln Heating & Cooling 
Thomasboro, IL, 217-643-2125 
Jeckel Plumbing & Heating 
Delavan, IL, 309-244-8265 
Jansen’s Heating & Air Conditioning 
Effingham, IL, 217-347-5223 
Kupferschmid, Inc. 
Pontiac, IL, 815-842-3812 
Forrest, IL, 815-657-8147 
LD Mechanical Contractors, Inc. 
Charleston, IL 217-345-9633 
Macari Service Center 
Shelbyville, IL, 217-774-4214 
Pana, IL, 217-562-3631 

McCords Heating and Air Conditioning 
West Frankfort, IL 618-932-3745 
Middleton Heating & Cooling Inc. 
Cobden, IL, 618-893-2821 

Mike’s Heating & Air 
Vienna, IL, 618-695-2756 
Metropolis, IL 618-524-3270 
Neuhaus Heating 

and Air Conditioning, Inc. 
Litchfield, IL 1-888-324-2818 
Peters Heating & Air Conditioning, Inc. 
Quincy, IL, 217-222-1368 
Pittfield, IL, 217-285-1600 
R & M Electric 
Watseka, IL, 815-432-4062 
Stein Heating & Cooling 
Hardin, IL, 618-576-2313 
Toennies Service Co. 
Damiansville, IL, 618-248-5130 

Triangle Heating & Cooling 
Tuscola, IL, 217-253-5400 
Williams Air Conditioning 

& Heating, Inc. 
Murphysboro, IL, 618-684-3606 
Steeleville, IL, 618-965-2040 
Yard Heating & Cooling 
Taylorville, IL, 217-824-4737 



WHY ARE WE PRACTICALLY “GIVING AWAY” 

“412 Woodworking 
Patterns for Only 
2$ Each?” 

IF YOU LIKE TO CUT PATTERNS OUT OF WOOD, THIS IS 
THE SET FOR YOU! YOU’LL FIND A TREASURE HOUSE 
OF IDEAS INSIDE. 412 BEAUTIFUL WOODWORKING 
PATTERNS AND DESIGNS. 
(By Frank K. Wood) 

FC&A, a Peachtree City, Georgia, publish¬ 
er, announced today that it is practically “giv¬ 
ing away” an all-new set of “412 
Woodworking Patterns. ” 
• Wooden furniture for patio and porch. 
• Stylish reindeer will give your yard a 

festive holiday touch. 
• “Garden golfer” whirls all day 

long, while works of art bless 
your hearth and home. 
Angels for the kitchen, cute 
critters galore, neighborly | 
welcome for a door. 
Large outdoor patterns add 
seasonal fun, create delightful kitchen gadg¬ 
ets and household helpers for everyone. 
One-of-a-kind birdhouse designs, a victorian- 
style holder for beanie bag “finds.” 
Shimmering snowflakes, santas and sleighs, a 
Christmas countdown number the days. 
Twirling whirligigs fill the sky — 
woodpecker, owl, and a pig that can 
fly! 
A 3-D village, sleepytime rabbit 
and a frog that hangs out over 
your door. 
Noah’s ark toy, a garland 

for teacher, cle¬ 
ver animal note¬ 
pad keepers. 
An adorable 
armoire and baby 
cradle, dressing screen, and a tree-top table. 
Classy comer shelves, handy peg racks, 
decorative vine and animals that shine. 
Unique intarsia patterns, dazzling sun¬ 
flower birdhouse clock. 
A cabinet for your TV and VCR, western 
wranglers for your little buckaroo. 
Child-size “teddy bear” chair, santa pull- 
toy, kids can ride away on a galloping 
horse! 
Pretty birds, curious cats and bouncing 
bunnies frolic among wooden sunflowers. 
Playful piglet shelf-sitters and a 
caboodle of koalas from down 
under! 
Outdoor snow couple in their 
Sunday best; Santa 
takes a much need- 
ed rest. 
And much, much 

Build all these wooden favorites. Illustrated plans include intricately detailed patterns and 
complete instructions. To order a set, just return this notice with your name and address and a 
check for $7.99 plus $3.00 shipping and handling, and we will send you “412 Woodworking 
Patterns.” Or, for only $9.99 plus $3.00 shipping and handling, you can get both the basic set and 
an extra 100 patterns. 

Plus, as a purchaser of our set of “412 Woodworking Patterns,” if pleased, about every two 
months you will also be eligible for a first look and free trial preview of all companion pattern 
sets printed in the years ahead. 

Send your check along with your name and address to: FC&A, Dept. BIL-1, 103 Clover 
Green, Peachtree City, GA 30269. 

You get a no-time-limit guarantee of satisfaction or your money back. 
You must cut out and return this notice with your order. Copies will not be accepted! 

IMPORTANT — FREE GIFT OFFER EXPIRES FEBRUARY 10, 2000 
All orders mailed by February 10, 2000, will receive a free gift, “50 Special, Seasonal, 

Woodworking Patterns,” guaranteed. Order right away! ©FC&A 2000 

“We’re so positive that Roach Kill will kill 
every last roach in your house that we’ll 
send you a free gift just for trying it.” 

“Roaches!” 
I HAD THEM BY THE HUNDREDS, BUT 
NOW I DON’T HAVE A SINGLE ROACH. 
(By J. Robson) 

Have you ever seen a roach run out of a bowl 
as you were about to put food in it? Well, I 
have. Just turn out the lights and an army of 
roaches would attack the whole house. 

I had tried smelly sprays and other insecticides 
to get rid of them. But they just kept coming back. 
Nothing worked for very long, but then . . . 

A friend told me about an amazing powder, 
Roach Kill, that killed all her roaches. I tried it, 
and it worked like a miracle. It killed them all for 
good. Now I don’t have a single roach. 

Roach Kill is an odorless, white powder. Roach 
Kill is applied in seconds from a squeeze bottle 
behind appliances. 

The secret is in the fact that it’s odorless. 
Roaches can’t smell it, so they don’t avoid it like 
they avoid smelly spray insecticides. Instead, they 
walk right over it. They pick up a little bit on their 
legs and carry it back to their hidden nests in the 
walls. There, it wipes out the whole colony that 
breeds new roaches. 

It keeps right on working even months after 
one, and only one, treatment. 

Roach Kill is so incredibly effective it has a 
double-your-money-back guarantee. Roach Kill is 
guaranteed to wipe out every roach in the house or 
apartment with one treatment, or we’ll send the 
customer double his money back. 

All a customer has to do is return the empty 
bottle to us with a note that he saw even one sin¬ 
gle roach after trying it according to the simple 
directions. 

To order a bottle, just return this notice with 
your name and address and a check for $7.99 plus 
$2.00 shipping and handling, and we will send 
you a bottle of Roach Kill. Or, for only $9.99 plus 
$2.00 shipping and handling, you can get a large, 
economy-size bottle big enough to treat your 
whole house, including your garage and base¬ 
ment. 

Send your check with your name and address 
to: FC&A, Dept. VIL-1, 103 Clover Green, 
Peachtree City, GA 30269. 

You get a no-time-limit guarantee of satisfac¬ 
tion or double your money back. 

You must cut out and return this notice with 
your order. Copies will not be accepted! 

IMPORTANT — FREE GIFT OFFER 
EXPIRES FEBRUARY 10, 2000 
All orders mailed by February 10,2000, will 

receive a free gift, guaranteed. Order right 
away! ©FC&A 2000 


