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Geothermal Heating and Cooling. Affordable by Nature. 

Cut up to 60% off your heating and cooling bills. Receive heating, air conditioning and 
hot water from a single, compact unit. And slow the depletion of the Earth's resources. 
All with a WaterFumace geothermal comfort system. A WaterFumace taps the 
geothermal energy stored in your own backyard to heat and cool your home. Saving you 
money and the environment for generations to come. Call your trained and authorized 
WaterFumace dealer today to leam more. Or call 1-800-Geo-Save. Or visit our web site 
at http: / / www.waterfumace. com. 

#1 Residential Geothermal System installed in Illinois over the past ten years. 

Save Up To 

60% 

Arnold Brothers Heating & Cooling 
Macomb, IL, 309-833-2852 

Boyce Electric 
Cissna Park, IL, 815-457-2700 

Charlie’s Air Conditioning 
Carterville, IL, 618-985-2502 

Comfort Mechanical 
Gibson City, IL, 217-784-4422 

Den-Son Inc. Cooling & Heating 
Brighton, IL, 618-372-3875 

DeRousse Heating & Air Conditioning 
Red Bud, IL, 618-282-2224 
Chester, IL, 618-826-4359 

Design Air Heating & Air Conditioning 
Decatur, IL, 217-429-1105 

Electro Electric 
Flora, IL, 618-662-4520 

Energy Specialists 
Toluca, IL, 800-782-7491 

Holloway Heating & Air Conditioning 
Mt. Vernon, IL, 618-242-5481 

Hoveln Heating & Cooling 
Thomasboro, IL, 217-643-2125 

Jeckel Plumbing & Heating 
Delavan, IL, 309-244-8265 

Jansen’s Heating & Air Conditioning 
Effingham, IL, 217-347-5223 

Kupferschmid, Inc. 
Pontiac, IL, 815-842-3812 
Forrest, IL, 815-657-8147 

LD Mechanical Contractors, Inc. 
Charleston, IL, 217-345-9633 

L & L Plumbing & Heating 
Carmi, IL, 618-382-3497 

Middleton Heating & Cooling Inc. 
Cobden, IL, 618-893-2821 

Riggs Heating & Cooling 
Hutsonville, IL, 618-563-4105 

Toennies Service Co. 
Alber/Damiansville, IL, 618-248-5130 

Triangle Heating & Cooling 
Tuscola, IL, 217-253-5400 

Williams Air Conditioning & Heating, 
Inc. 
Murphysboro, IL, 618-684-3606 
Steelville, IL, 618-965-2040 

Yard Heating & Cooling 
Taylorville, IL, 217-824-4737 

©1997 WaterFumace International 
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Illinois 

COMMENTARY 
Keeping the coal mines of Illinois open 

Back in early June, I was grand marshal of the 
annual Black Diamond Days parade in Gillespie. As 
the procession moved through the old coal mining 
town in Macoupin County, everybody seemed to be 
in a festive spirit. People lining the streets returned 

my waves with 
broad smiles. And 
more than a few 
persons shouted 
to me to “hang in 
there and keep 
those mines 
open.” 

For me, it 
was a good day. 
Not all of them 
are like that. But 
you see, Gillespie 
lies on the south 
edge of still vi¬ 
brant territory in 
Illinois coal min¬ 
ing. The tough 

time my industry has been experiencing in the state 
has pretty much been avoided in that region. Knock 
on wood. 

I could not help during my visit to Gillespie but 
reflect on the day 15 or so years ago when I was the 
parade marshal for the Old King Coal Festival at 
West Frankfort, then the center of a healthy mining 
area. Since then, though, many of the mines in that 
section of deep Southern Illinois have closed, trigger¬ 
ing hardship for numerous mining families and their 

Taylor Pensoneau is the vice president of the Illinois 

Coal Association, the Springfield-based trade organiza¬ 
tion representing the Illinois coal industry. Prior to joining 

the coal industry in 1978, he was a reporter for the St. 
Louis Post-Dispatch for 16 years. The last 12 of those 
years were spent as the newspapers Illinois political cor¬ 
respondent. He was the lead author on a 1993 book on 

former Illinois Governor Dan Walker. He has now fin¬ 
ished work on a second book, a biography of former Gov¬ 
ernor Richard Ogilvie, that will be published by Southern 

Illinois University Press this year. 

communities. That has meant a lot of headaches for 
my organization and its efforts to promote Illinois 
coal. 

Indeed, some folks have hit me with a prediction 
that not too far down the line Illinois may have only 
two mines open. The new National Coal Museum 
mine by West Frankfort and the popular coal mine 
exhibit at the Museum of Science and Industry in 
Chicago, neither of which produces coal. Well, I 
think that is a bit of an exaggeration. 

The Illinois coal industry has been around for a 
long time. It has a history of ups and downs. Without 
question, we are mired at present in one of those de¬ 
pressed periods, a result for the most part of the pas¬ 
sage of the Federal Clean Air Act Amendments in 
1990. A part of that legislation was intended to re¬ 
duce sulfurous emissions from the burning of coal, 
and it has. Consequently, since much Illinois coal has 
a high sulfur content, some utility plants—the major 
users of Illinois coal—have abandoned our product, 
leading to the much-publicized mine closings as well 
as job losses and decreased Illinois coal production. 

Idowever, the coal industry in this state always 
has bounced back from past downhill slides, and 
there are reasons to believe that this will occur again. 
But we may not see it happen until early in the next 
century. 

By then, Illinois coal well could become the ben¬ 
eficiary of various factors. We should be seeing pay¬ 
offs from all the programs intended to bring about 
the use of Illinois coal in greater harmony with the 
environment. The reality is that tremendous strides 
already have been made in cleaning the sulfur from 
Illinois coal before it enters the air. And Illinois long 
ago became the leader among the states in the devel¬ 
opment of clean coal technologies. 

It is hard to believe that nothing will come in the 
years ahead from the widespread efforts on behalf of 
Illinois coal usage in the labs of major Illinois univer¬ 
sities, in the demonstration projects managed by the 
state’s utilities and large industries or in the efforts of 
our coal companies themselves to operate as cost effi¬ 
ciently as possible. 

Cost. I cannot overemphasize it. There is no bet¬ 
ter way for those of us in Illinois coal to compete 

continued on page 5 

Taylor Pensoneau 

4 ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING ■ AUGUST 1997 
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Illinois 

CURRENTS 
Boat access grants announced 

More than $ 1 million in grants to help nine local governments build 
or improve boat and canoe access to Illinois rivers, streams and lakes 
have been announced. 

The grants are to provide improvements and new 
boat access or improvements in communities on the 
Mississippi, Ohio, Des Plaines and Sugar rivers; the 
south branch of the Chicago River; the Cal-Sag Chan¬ 
nel in Cook County and Lake Sule in Ogle County. 
The grants are awarded on a competitive basis and are 
administered by the Department of Natural Re¬ 
sources. 

Funds for the program come from fees boaters 
pay on motor fuel and registrations for boats and ca¬ 
noes. The program has funded more than $28 mil¬ 
lion worth of projects at 354 sites throughout 
Illinois during the last 29 years, according to the 
DNR. 

Grant applications for next year may be 
submitted to the DNR through September 
1. More information may be obtained by 
writing the DNR, Division of Grant 
Administration, 524 S. Second St., 
Springfield, IL 62701-1787 or calling 
(217) 782-7481, or (217) 782-9175 
for TDD users. 

Illinois Commentary 
continued from page 4 

than on cost. The Illinois mines 
faring best in these difficult days 
are those that have lowered their 
operating costs. And now, with 
the deregulation of electricity gen¬ 
eration on the horizon, there 
should be even greater opportuni¬ 
ties for the lowest cost producers 
in the state. Actually, Illinois coal 
is well positioned to take advan¬ 
tage of some innovative marketing 
strategies, but only if our prices 
are competitive. 

On the plus side, the coal in¬ 
dustry in Illinois has come a long 
way in recent decades in coexist¬ 
ing much more peacefully with the 
agricultural community and other 
neighbors. Take surface mining for 
example. Land is now almost al¬ 

ways restored to a condition as 
good if not better than it was be¬ 
fore mining. 

While some may view coal as 
a fuel past its prime, there is ample 
reason to believe that coal—still 
America’s most abundant natural 
resource—may be even more the 
leading fuel across the country for 
the next century. Given a few 
breaks, Illinois coal can be a full- 
fledged player in that bright fu¬ 
ture. 

Believe me, I would like noth¬ 
ing better than to return to 
Gillespie in a few years so I might 
tell the folks who yelled at me 
along the parade route that, yes, 
we did “hang in there and keep 
those mines open.” 

Directory lists 
community 
development 
investments 

$ $ 
The Federal Reserve Board has pub¬ 

lished its annual updated directory of 

community development investments 

by banking organizations. The ex¬ 

panded directory includes a section 

featuring community development in¬ 

vestments by state member banks. 

Previous editions included only bank 

holding company investments. 

The directory includes descriptive 

profiles of more than 150 community 

development corporations and invest¬ 

ments made by bank holding compa¬ 

nies and state member banks. These 

profiles include the amount of initial 

capital invested by an institution, a de¬ 

scription of the community develop¬ 

ment projects or activities undertaken 

or planned, and contacts who can pro¬ 

vide additional information. 

In issuing the directory, the board 

emphasized that bank holding compa¬ 

nies or state member banks consider¬ 

ing community development 

investments should consult with the 

community affairs staffs at their district 

Federal Reserve Bank. More informa¬ 

tion and a copy of the directory may be 

obtained by calling the Federal Reserve 

Bank of Chicago, consumer and com¬ 

munity affairs division, (312) 322-8232. 
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Checkoff funds 
'green' crayons 

Crayons made of soybean oil now are 
available from retailers including Wal- 
Mart, Sam’s, Target and Kmart. 

Dixon Ticonderoga Corporation has 
launched Dixon’s Prang Fun Pro Soy¬ 
bean Crayons. What sets these color¬ 
ing tools apart from the standard 
petroleum-based paraffin wax crayon is 
that they are made of 85 percent soy¬ 
bean oil. 

The idea for a soybean oil-based 
crayon was hatched in a new-uses com¬ 
petition sponsored by Purdue Univer¬ 
sity School of Agriculture and the 
Indiana Soybean Development Coun¬ 
cil. The new-uses competition began in 
1993 and the soybean crayon was the 
first winner. 

Pat Dumoulin, a Hampshire, Illinois, 
soybean producer and Illinois Soybean 
Checkoff Board member said that for a 
moderate checkoff investment, the 
dividends are significant. 

“The new use competition took a 
moderate investment of $5,000 in re¬ 
search and turned it into a consumer 
product,” Dumoulin said. “Soybean 
producers now have another niche 
market for soybeans and those niche 
markets, we find, can start adding up 
to significant uses of soybeans.” 

Rick Joyce of Dixon Ticonderoga 
said the completely natural, non-toxic 
oil base provides a better crayon with 
more vibrant colors and smother tex¬ 
ture. Look for them also at the Illi¬ 
nois State Fair in Springfield 
and the Farm Progress 
Show in Seneca. 

Corn-to-butanol process patented 
A patent for a new production process to make butanol from corn, rather than 
petroleum, and do it more efficiently is being sought by the University of Illinois 
and the Illinois Corn Marketing Board (ICMB). 

Butanol is a chemical used in the plastic industry, as a food-grade extractant in 
the food and flavor industry, and as a solvent for paints and brake fluids. A corn- 
based butanol is expected to be especially attractive in food use applications. 

The new production technique uses fermentation methods and a mutant strain 
of bacteria called C. Beijemickii to convert corn to butanol at twice the previous 
capacity, and delivering a more concentrated product. A lot of costly energy is 
currently used to remove water from the butanol, and the new process reduces 
the energy recovery cost by 60 percent, said Philip Shane, market development 
director for the marketing board. 

The research that lead to the development of the process was funded by money 
from the 1/4 cent-per-bushel state corn checkoff program. “If the 10 billion pounds 
of butanol currently on the market were made from corn, this would result in a 
new market for 136 million bushels of corn,” said marketing board chairman Gene 
Youngquist of Cameron. 

The patent is the first of its kind filed under a patent-royalty agreement be¬ 
tween the marketing board and the U of I, although a similar agreement exists 
between the board and Southern Illinois University. If the board-funded research 
results in a patentable, commercially viable process or product, it would share 
proceeds with the university. 

“If it turns out to be a money-maker, funds will be rolled back into new re¬ 
search ventures,” said Youngquist. 

Stewardship Farm tour set 
The Illinois Stewardship Alliance’s Stewardship Farm, owned and managed 

by Allen Williams near Cerro Gordo, will be the site of the third annual Steward¬ 

ship Farm Tour on Aug. 2. 

The Stewardship Farm is a working farm dedicated to developing agricultural 

systems that: respond to consumer needs; foster better stewardship of the soil, 

water and other natural resources; and strengthen the economic health of farm¬ 

ers and rural communities. 

A guided tour of the 240-acre grain farm will feature a three-way comparison 

of conventional, sustainable and organic farming methods. Soil and water qual¬ 

ity will be discussed along a tractor-pulled hay ride, and the farm’s 10-acre re¬ 

stored prairie is a highlight. Lunch will feature organic and locally grown foods. 

For more information, call the Illinois Stewardship Alliance at (312) 641-5575 

or (217) 498-9707. 

Help available for event planners 
The University of Illinois Cooperative Extension Service 

has published guidelines for establishing, organizing and con¬ 
ducting festivals or special events. 

The articles are contained in the Proceedings of the 1997 
Festival and Special Event Managers Workshop held earlier 
this year in Quincy. 

The book consists of papers presented at the workshop 

by experts in the field. Topics covered include starting a 
new special event, volunteer resources, building community 
relationships, building a marketing plan, and matching grant 
guidelines. 

The cost of the book is $15. To order, call the extension 
service at (309) 836-2084. 

6 ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING ■ AUGUST 1997 



BUILDINGS 

The Leader in 
Quality and Price! 

Don’t pay more for less! 

30 x 50 x 12 $5,396 
40 x 60 x 12 $7,348 
50 x 100 x 14 $13,699 
60 x 100 x 12 $15,148 
100x125x14 w/column $29,907 

Free All 26 gauge, 20 yr. finish warrant}’ 

Estimates! 1-800-531-6575 

Mobile Home 
Owners: 
Mobile Home Super Insulated 

Roof Over Systems 

40 Year Warranty 

Factory Direct From Roof King 

CALL NOW 

1-800-748-0645 

DENTURES 
HM ONE-DAY SERVICE 

Custom Upper and.or Lower 
Opposing Imp $15 
ADA Approved Materials 
Apoointment Highly Advised *99 EA. 

GENERAL DENTISTRY 
AND 

OTHER DENTAL SERVICES AVAILABLE 

WHERE SEE 
MAP 

ABC DENTAL OF ILLINOIS 

#2 SMITH ST. 
(Comer of Walnut and Smith) 

CARMI, H 62821 
Information or appointment 

Call 

1 800 358 7717 
or 618 382 3313 

Presenting... 

The DR® FIELD and 
BRUSH MOWER 

-- the amazing walk-behind brusheutter that- 
• CLEARS & MAINTAINS meadows, pastures, roadsides, fences,wooded 
and rough non-lawn areas with ease. Mows over 1/2 acre per hour! 
» CUTS tall grass, weeds, brush, brambles, sumac - even tough 
saplings up to 1" thick! 
• Plus CHOPS and MULCHES most everything it cuts; leaves NO 
TANGLE of material to trip over or to pick up like hand-held 
brusheutters and sicklebar mowers. 
• POWERFUL 8HP Briggs & Stratton engine; optional 
Electric-Starting. BIG 20" SELF-PROPELLED 
WHEELS roll through ditches, furrows, over 
bumps and logs with ease. 
• Perfect for low-maintenance wildjlower meadows... 
European-style woodlots free of undergrowth... 
walking paths.. .or any area you only want 
to mow once a month.. .or once a season! 

So, WHY MESS 
with hand-held 
brusheutters that are so 
dangerous, slow and tiring 
to use...OR with sicklebar 
mowers that shake unmercifully 
and leave such a tangled mess? 

Please call or write for FREE 
DETAILS of the Amazing DR® 
FIELD and BRUSH MOWER! 

SSl-lftco 
fYES! Please rush complete FREE DETAILS ofthe DR"' 
l FIELD and BRUSH MOWER including prices, specifi- 
j cations of Manual and ELECTRIC-STARTING models, 
land "Off-Season" Savings now in effect. 

[Name  

City. . State. 

| TO: COUNTRY HOME PRODUCTS", Dept. 2995F , 
i Meigs Road. P.0. Box 25, Vergennes. VT 05491 I 
J r f i 

• Perfect Bock-Yard Shop 
• 100% Open & Usable Space 
• Do-it-Yourself Construction 

Save on Selett Sixes: 
25x36 • 30x48* 45x82 *50x120 

Now it is easier than ever to own the building of your dreams. Call today to 
discover how much you can save by ordering FACTORY DIRECT! 

Call Now for FREE Info 

5TEELJT)05TER 
PROUDLY MADE IN USA & CANADA 
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K TIEL T^Sss YOUR SIZE AVMLABLE 

24' X 30’ X 8’ 
30'X 40'X 10* 
40'X 60’ X 10* 
50’X 80’X 12’ 
60’X 80’X 12* 
75’ X 80’ X 14’ 

1-606-745-0606 

14th Annual • S/CEA 

Hydroponic 
Grower’s 

Conference 
Oct. 51 and Nov. 1,1997 

Orlando, Florida 

Two-Session Format Offers 
Maximum Benefits For Both 

Greenhouse Vegetable Growers 
and Prospective Growersl 

Find out why greenhouse vegetable farming 
and hydroponics is one of the fastest growing 
segments of the greenhouse industry - 
and what it takes to succeed! 
Learn the newest develop¬ 
ments in Soilless/Controlled 
Environment Agriculture 
from the experts! 

Whether you're new 
to the hydroponic in¬ 
dustry, considering a pos¬ 
sible business venture, or 
have been growing for 
years, this Conference can 
help your business grow! 

Day one of the Confer¬ 
ence offers two separate 
sessions: the growers' 
session includes topics 
ranging from nutrient management, and the 
latest in seed varieties - to accessing 
information on the Internet! 

Prospective growers learn how to get 
started: choosing the right greenhouse and 
equipment, creative financing, cost -vs- 
return, etc.! Day two is a combined session 
which focuses on profits and marketing, 
and also features special sessions in which 
speakers and growers share their experiences 
and new ideas! 

Call or write 
today! 

CROPKMG INC. 
5050 Greenwich Rd., Dept. WG/IL 

Seville, OH 44273-9413 
phone 330/769-2002 • fax 330/769-2616 

Call or write today 
and we’ll show you 

how to get your 
FREE * information 

packed video, 

“Your Future in 
Hydroponics”! 
*$8.50 shipping/ 
handling charge. 

Send me your FREE information on Greenhouse Farming, 
the Conference, and how to get the Free Video! 

Street 

Citv 

State ZiD 

Phone( 1 WG\IL 897 
^  - 

MOBILE HOME ROOF 
PROBLEMS? 

Our New Insulated Roof System For 
Mobile Homes Is The Permanent Solution. 

•LIFETIME WARRANTY* 

* Eliminates Leaks 
* Eliminates Roof Noise 
* No More Roof Coating 
* Lowers Utility Bills 
* One Foot Overhang 
* Super Strong White Steel Roofing 
* 2" Thick Polystyrene Insulation 

Call toll free for free information package and prices 

SOUTHERN BUILDERS 
1-800-633-8969 

"Installing Mobile Home Roof overs Since 1983" 

UNSOLD ORDERS 
SINGER SCHOOL MODEL/ Sew & Serge Sewing Machies 

The Singer company ordered production of large quantities of their 1996 model 
school sewing machines, anticipating large orders. Due to current economic 

conditions, those orders were not received! 
THEY MUST BE SOLD! 

These Special Heavy Duty School Machines are Made with Metal Hooks for years 
of extended service. All Machines are New in Factory Sealed Cartons 

Singer’s 25 Year Limited Warranty Is Included. 
What Is A Sew And Serge Machine? 

#1-IT IS A SOPHISTICATED SEWING MACHINE...That does buttonholes (any size), 
Invisible Blind Hems, Ladder Stitching, Monograms, Decorative Stitching, 
Corsetry Stitching, Ribbing, Double Seams, Zippers, Sews on buttons, Rolled 
Hems, Darning, Applique, Leather Glove Stitch, Zig-Zag, Basting, Blanket Stitch, 
Pin Tucking, Quilting, and much more. JUSTTURN THE DIAL TO SEE MAGIC. 
#2-IT HAS A PROFESSIONAL SERGING STITCH.Jt allows you to sew the Seam 
and Serge the Edge of the material in one operation. With an optional cutter you 
ran trim tHp AY^OCC malarial 

#3-THEY ARE DESIGNED TO SEW ALL FABRICS...WIthout Adjustment, such as 
Levi’s, Canvas, Upholstery, Nylon, Stretch Materials, Silk, Percale, Organdy And... 

...THEY EVEN SEW LEA THEN I 
Now you have it all in one machine! THIS IS AN FACTORY AUTHORIZED SALE... 

SINGER 
Manufacturing 
Quality Since 

1851 

YOUR PRICE 
$229 

COD, AMERICAN EXPRESS, MASTERCARD, VISA DISCOVER, LAYAWAY WELCOME 

SINGER 
FHeld By 

Branum’s Sewing 
& Vacuum Center 

To Order Call 

Toll Free 1-800-462-1457 
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Coal Miners 

You get into a cage, 

And they lower you down; 

Six hundred feet, 
Down in the ground. 

Forty people get off, 

And walk in a line; 

To get to their jobs, 

And start working 

in the mine. 

Each has their courage, 

To enter this hole; 

It takes a different 
breed of person, 

Strong, brave and bold; 

To take out the coal, 

And keep yourself alive; 

But we are the miners, 

Of Old Ben #25. 

—Rosemary “Rosy” Baker 
District 12 Local 2250 

© 1990 

Dr. Christopher T. Ledvina (above) 
nurtured the National Coal Museum 
where former miners like Greg “Coast 

Guard” Collins (overleaf) now conduct 
tours. Above ground, the hoist house is 
about the only visible evidence of the 
expansive mine 600 feet below. The 
taunting graffiti was scrawled in the 
mine’s last days. 

Lvosy Baker remembers Oct. 10, 
1980, clearly. It was the day Jimmy 
Carter visited Old Ben Mine 25, 
the first time a sitting American 
president visited an underground 
coal mine. He picked this mine be¬ 
cause he’s from Georgia and Old 
Ben 25 had a contract with Georgia 
Power. 

“They sent down several Secret 
Service men with a big German 
shepherd. The dog was to search for 
guns or bombs. That dog went 
straight for my dinner bucket! I told 
the Secret Service men ‘There’s a 
half a meat loaf sandwich in there 
and that dog can have it if he wants 
it!’ They didn’t even laugh. They 
were serious.” 

Old Ben closed 14 years later (on 
Oct. 14, 1994) after producing coal 
for 18 years. But, Rosy Baker still 
works in the mine under a new job 
description. Less than two years 
later, the mine reopened as the Na¬ 
tional Coal Museum. Instead of 
mining coal, she now helps educate 
the public about coal and its impor¬ 
tance to Illinois, the nation and the 
world. 

She’s a tour guide for the mine, 
now the National Coal Museum, 
the only shaft coal mine open to 
the public anywhere in the world, 
located at two sites in West Frank¬ 
fort. The site at Mine 25 includes 
415 acres, although only a small 
portion of it is being used for tours. 
The site was donated to the cause 
by Zeigler Coal Holding Co. 

The other site, Orient 2, which 
opened in 1921, was donated to 
the city of West Frankfort, which in 
turn donated a 50-acre site and the 
mine’s old hoist house to the mu¬ 
seum. Not only is it the only 1920s 
vintage mine in the United States 
still standing, it is significant for 
other reasons. It still holds the 
world’s single-shift hoist record of 
15,174 tons in seven hours, it was 
the first in the world to become 
completely mechanized, and it was 
the world’s largest mine for nearly 
20 years. Renovations are under¬ 
way at Orient 2 for a late 1996 or 
early 1997 opening. 

The museum’s education mis¬ 

sion is important, said spokes¬ 
woman Christeen Lewis, because 
coal is not a fuel of the past, as 
many think. 

“Sixty percent of our power still 
comes from coal. This is something 

Rosy Baker 

that people don’t understand,” said 
Lewis. “They think it’s something their 
grandparents used to haul in a coal 
bucket in to heat their homes. Every 
time we turn on the lights, we have coal 
to thank. But people think coal is an 
antique. It’s not. It’s still the best source 
of power that we’ve got.” 

The idea for a museum was that 
of Dr. Christopher T. Ledvina, a 
professor in the mining department 
at Northeastern Illinois University. 
He worked in the coal mining busi¬ 
ness for nearly 18 years, beginning 
in the coal section for the Illinois 
Geological Survey. In 1978, while 
working as a mine examiner, he fell 
through a roof while examining a 
coal mine for Old Ben Coal Co. Al¬ 
though left paralyzed, the accident 
did not faze him. “It only endeared 
it to me more,” he said. In fact, he 
said the accident gave him the time 
to nurture the idea. 

Since opening on May 7, 1996, 
nearly 10,000 visitors have taken 
the plunge, 600 feet into the 
earths’ belly—down as deep as the 
St. Louis arch towers above. Visi¬ 
tors ride the “cage,” or elevator, 
straight down into the earth and 
view working machinery while lis¬ 
tening to their guides—all of them 
former coal miners who once 
worked the mine like Rosy Baker 
and Dennis Moak. Patiently they ex¬ 
plain how, as greenhorns, they 
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learned to fashion rodent-proof lunch 
buckets and hang ’em high for safe¬ 
keeping, and how they learned not to 
blind one another with the light atop 
their hard hat. Above all, they stress 
safety. 

Moak, an electrical hoisting engi¬ 
neer certified by the state, explained 
that the elevator is called a man cage, 
and that everything underground 
that was man made, including some 
behemoth machinery, got there 
through the cage. He tells that it is 
powered by a 300 horsepower motor, 
that it cost about $6 million, and that 
it is suspended from a wire rope, not 

Old 
King 
Coal 
Still on top 
of the heap 

Cdoal—nature’s black diamond— 
generates more than half of the 
nation’s electricity because it is the 
lowest-priced fossil fuel and it is 
readily minable in many states. 

Continuing hostilities in recent 
decades in the Middle East (where 
the largest reserves of fossil fuels 
are found) and coal’s relatively sta¬ 
ble price have proven it remains a 
reliable, if not the most reliable, 
source of energy for Americans. 
And it’s Illinois’ greatest natural re¬ 
source. 

Some 310 million years ago, dur¬ 
ing the Pennsylvanian Period, much 
of the United States was a swamp. 

“Illinois was part of a vast system of 
deltas that bordered a shallow sea, and 
the climate was tropical,” writes W. 
John Nelson, in a coal geology fact 
sheet available at the museum. “Lush 
forests f lourished in the lowlands and 
swamps along the delta. The trees that 

a cable, so that there is a “rubber- 
band” effect at descent’s end. A cable 
couldn’t handle the maximum 40 
tons the man cage could transport. 
He notes it travels 600-feet a minute, 
and that if for some reason it were to 
go faster, it would automatically shut 
down. 

Just like new miners, or “greenies” 
as they are called, visitors must don a 
red or orange hard hat. Lewis ex¬ 
plained, “One of the reasons is, since 
you are a greenie, coal miners need to 
watch out for you, make sure you’re 
not getting yourself hurt. But, also be¬ 
cause the coal miners need to watch 

for themselves.” Veterans of at least a 
year are allowed to wear any color 
hard hat. Retired miners or miners 
employed elsewhere are encouraged 
to bring their own hard hat, and 
guides say many do. 

The National Coal Museum is open 
seven days a week with underground 
tours every hour on the hour begin¬ 
ning at 9 a.m. and ending at 5 p.m. 
Tours cost $10 for adults, $8 for chil¬ 
dren to age 15 and for senior citizens, 
and $7 for retired miners. Group rates 
also are available. For more informa¬ 
tion, call (618) 937-2625. 

Dennis Moak points out the “blue band,” a 1- to 2-inch layer above the base of the 
coal seam occurring almost everywhere the Herrin Coal has been mined. 

grew in Pennsylvanian swamps of Illi¬ 
nois were strange to behold. Giant rela¬ 
tives of today’s club mosses, horsetails 
or scouring rushes, and ferns prevailed. 
Some of these grew to heights of over 
100 feet and had trunks 3 to 4 feet in 
diameter. All were adapted for growth 
in ever-wet ground and standing water, 
much like cypress and mangrove trees 
of today.” 

The plants in the Illinois Basin 
died and fell into the acid swamp 
water where decay was slow, Nelson 
said. The layers grew thick, up to 50 
feet more, as the land slowly sunk 
(much as the Mississippi Delta and 
New Orleans are now). Then, some¬ 
thing triggered a rise of sea level 
and the water drowned the swamp, 
creating very thick layers of peat un¬ 
derneath layers of mud, silt, sand 
and limy sediment from rivers and 
the ocean. The process was re¬ 
peated several times in several mil¬ 

lion years, eventually being covered 
by “several thousand feet of over¬ 
burden.” The process forced out 
the water and compressed the peat, 
transforming it into coal. 

Later in history, water, wind and 
glacial ice eroded much of the rock 
overlying the coal beds and earth 
movements tilted them, breaking 
them and changing the depth in 
places. Thus, some coal seams crop 
up out of the surface and can be 
strip-mined. 

Coal seams in Illinois first were 
numbered, in a system designed by 
Amos Worthen, the first state ge¬ 
ologist of Illinois, who mapped the 
coal deposits in the 1860s. Origi¬ 
nally only seven seams were 
known, then new finds upset the 
numbering system and names were 
added. 

Coal is considered a fossil fuel 
because it is made of once-living 
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material. Oil and natural gas also 
are fossil fuels, but in order to meet 
the American demand for electric¬ 
ity, imports of those fuels would 
have to be nearly doubled. 

Fortunately, coal is plentiful, and 
as such, many analysts maintain 
that it is the nation’s best hope for 
providing energy and economic se¬ 
curity in the world’s economy. The 
reserves in the United States alone 
account for at least 35 percent of 
the world’s proven recoverable coal. 
It is estimated there are about 30 
billion tons of recoverable coal re¬ 
maining in Illinois—one eighth of 
the total recoverable reserves of 
coal in the nation. The United 
States produces about 1 billion 
tons of coal annually, and Illinois’ 
20 coal mines provide about 50 
million tons of that. 

Illinois is the sixth largest pro¬ 
ducer of coal, after Wyoming, Ken¬ 
tucky, West Virginia, Pennsylvania, 
and Texas. Underneath Illinois 
alone lies enough coal to power 6 
million homes for 500 years. About 
90 percent of Illinois coal is pur¬ 
chased by the electric utility indus¬ 
try, with more than two-thirds of it 
sold to out-of-state utilities. 

Historically, coal has fueled this 
country, and dozens of Southern Il¬ 
linois communities depend on coal 
for their economic lifeblood. Com¬ 
mercial mining is believed to have 
begun in Illinois in 1810. 

Coal generates about half of the 
electricity used in the state, with 
Decatur-based Illinois Power burn¬ 
ing more Illinois coal than any 
other Illinois user. Most of the rest 
comes from nuclear facilities. 

Southern Illinois Power Coop¬ 
erative (SIPC), owns a coal-fired 
generating plant on Lake of Egypt 
near Marion. Last year SIPC, which 
is owned by three Illinois electric 
cooperatives, purchased about 
501,590 tons of Southern Illinois 
coal at a cost of $8.8 million. To¬ 
gether, those employed in coal min¬ 
ing and those employed by SIPC 
earn $7 million, and most of that 
money is reinvested in Southern Il¬ 
linois, creating many more jobs. 

The success of coal is important 
to at least two other industries: rail¬ 

roads and barges. The Association 
of American Railroads reports that 
coal is the largest single commodity 
carried by the rail industry. Rail¬ 
roads transport more than three 
times more coal than the second 
largest commodity, farm products. 

Unfortunately, most Illinois coal 

Railroads transport 

more than three 

times more coal 

than the second 

largest commodity, 

farm products. 

is high in sulphur. Coal’s popularity 
began to decline, as did coal mining 
and related jobs, with the emer¬ 
gence of the idea that burning high- 
sulphur coal contributed largely to 
acid rain. It’s demise was hastened 
by amendments in 1990 to the 
Clean Air Act, which required the 
reduction, by Jan. 1, 1995, in emis¬ 
sions of three compounds, includ¬ 
ing sulfur dioxide thought to cause 
acid rain. Stricter standards must 
be met by 2000 and the federal En¬ 
vironmental Protection Agency has 
proposed still stricter standards. 
And then there’s that wild card, 
electric utility deregulation. 

Fortunately, there is a glowing 
ember of hope for coal’s resurgence 
in the Illinois economy. 

Ironically, the 1990 Clean Air 
Act amendments may actually help 
Illinois in the long run, some ob¬ 
servers speculate. That’s because, 
while Illinois coal is higher in sul¬ 
phur, pound for pound it provides 
much more energy than its me¬ 
dium- and low-sulphur competitors. 
Burning lower-sulphur Western 
coal won’t be enough to meet the 
standards; in order to meet new 
standards, coal-burning electric 
plants that have avoided doing so 

will be forced to use clean-coal 
scrubber technologies. When that 
happens, it is hoped more utilities 
will opt for Illinois coal, since they 
have to scrub anyway, because it is 
more efficient. 

And there is good environmen¬ 
tal news: The Illinois Water Survey 
at the University of Illinois this year 
found that acid rain in Illinois and 
the eastern United States, declined 
significantly from 1994 to 1995. In 
Northern Illinois, the survey 
found, sulfate levels dipped 11 per¬ 
cent and acidity levels fell 12 per¬ 
cent. In Central Illinois, sulphate 
dropped 12 percent and acidity 20 
percent. Southern Illinois posted 
the biggest decline, with sulfates de¬ 
clining 26 percent and acidity 33 
percent. 

Scrubbing and other new tech¬ 
niques have been, and continue to 
be, developed to burn coal more 
cleanly. The Department of Com¬ 
merce and Community Affairs has 
committed $138 million toward 
clean coal technologies, which in 
turn has drawn millions more in 
federal and private funds (SIPC has 
participated in several clean coal 
and coal byproduct research 
projects.) The Illinois Clean Coal 
Institute at Carterville reports 
spending nearly $3 million a year 
on research designed to make burn¬ 
ing Illinois coal environmentally 
and economically sound. One 
project the institute has assisted 
with is the development of a new 
generation of power plant that is ca¬ 
pable of burning Illinois Basin coal 
less expensively and more effi¬ 
ciently, while reducing airborne pol¬ 
lutant emissions by 50 percent 
below current U.S. EPA standards. 

And the state continues to de¬ 
velop export markets for coal. Last 
year Illinois coal exports increased 
by 10 percent over the previous 
year and DCCA noted some ana¬ 
lysts predict coal exports could 
double by 2000. 

Coal watchers are, shall we say, 
guardedly optimistic. 

-Coal facts provided courtesy 
Illinois Coal Association 

-Stories by Janeen Keener 
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KILL LAKE WEEDS 
Proven Aquacide pellets destroy unwanted 
underwater weeds. 

Spread marble sized 
pellets like grass seed. 
Effectively kills weeds 
at any depth. 

Registered with 
Federal 
Environmental 
Protection Agency. 

Certified and approved for use by state 
agencies. 10 lb. can treats 4,000 sq. ft. of 
lake bottom, $60.95.50 lb. carton treats 
20,000 sq. ft. of lake bottom, $230.00. Prices 
include delivery charges. State permit may 
be required. Delivery terms F.O.B. White 
Bear Lake, MN. 

Before After 

in 
CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-328-9350 
(Except Minnesota Call 612-429-6742) 
Fax 612-429-0563 

Or write for free information to: 

AQUACIDE CO. Our 42nd year. 
1627-9th Street 
Dept. 837 
Box 10748 
White Bear Lake, MN 55110 

Rolls light as a feather on two BIG WHEELS! 
• TRIMS far easier, better, more precisely than 
hand-held trimmers. Plus, MOWS everything 
from whole lawns (even wet!) to tough waist- 
high grass and weeds with ease! 
• Rocks, roots, stumps, etc...do it no harm 
because the “DR®” has no steel blade to bend 
or dull. 
• Perfect for ALL mowing and trimming 
around smaller properties, vacation homes, 
etc...and for finish-up mowing and 
trimming after riding mowers on larger 
parcels. A delight for anyone to use! 

So, WHY 
HASSLE 
with hand-held 
trimmers or with 
small-wheels 

9 

Why Do It 

HARD 

WAY! 

Please call 
mowers' 

lbu_ fizee 
i(8ocS> 

8SZ-78OO 
EASy Electric Starting Models Available! 
YES! Please rush FREE DETAILS of the Revolu¬ 

tionary DR" TRIMMER/MOWER '1 including prices’ 
land specifications for Manual and Electric-Starting I 
I Models and "Off-Season” Savings now in effect. I 

or mail coupon i 
right TODAY for FREE I” state 7in 

DETAILS of the Revolutionary [TO? COUNTRY HOME PRODUCTS Dept 2995 

DR® TRIMMER/MOWER” ! ! Meigs Road. P.O. Box 25. Vergennes. VT 05491 

TRIMMER on 
WHEELS! 

Is Your Doctor Too Lazy to Read 
about Honey, Garlic & Vinegar? 

Hundreds of scientific studies have been con¬ 
ducted on this dream team of healers...Honey. 
Garlic and Vinegar. The results are conclusive on 
their amazing power to prevent and cure many 
common health problems. 

These studies prove that this trio from 
nature’s pharmacy can help reduce blood pres¬ 
sure, lower cholesterol, improve circulation, 
lower blood sugar levels and help fight cancer. 
Scientific evidence also indicates that they can be 
of medicinal value in the treatment of: arthritis, 
athlete's foot, bronchitis, burns, colds and flu, 
cold sores, constipation, cramps, diarrhea, 
eczema, earaches, fatigue, fungus, heart prob¬ 
lems, muscle aches, prostatitis, rheumatism, 
ringworm, sinus congestion, sore throat, uri¬ 
nary infections, virus and yeast infections and 
more. 

A new book called Honey, Garlic & Vinegar 
Home Remedies is now available to the general 
public. It shows you exactly how to make hun¬ 
dreds of remedies using honey, garlic and vinegar 
separately and in unique combinations. Each 
preparation is carefully described along with the 
health condition for which it is formulated . 

Learn how to prepare ointments, tonics, 
lotions, poultices, syrups and compresses in your 

own kitchen. Whip up a batch to treat: 
• ARTHRITIS: Doctor reports that this remedy 

helps relieve the pain with no side effects 
•AGE SPOTS: Watch them fade with this 

mixture 
• CORNS & CALLOUSES: Get rid of them 

fast with this natural method 
• HEADACHE: Enjoy fast relief without drugs 
•HEMORRHOIDS: Don’t suffer another day 

without this proven recipe 
• LEG CRAMPS: Try this simple way to quick 

relief 
• MUSCLE ACHES: Just mix up a batch of this 

and rub it on 
•STINGS & BITES: Medical journals recom¬ 

mend this remedy to reduce pain and swelling 
fast 

• STOMACH PROBLEMS: This remedy calms 
upset stomach and is noted in medical journals 
for ulcers 

•TOOTHACHE: This remedy gives instant 
relief until you can get to the dentist 

•WEIGHT LOSS: Secret remedy speeds fat 
burn and flushes stubborn fat from hiding 
places 

Discover all these health tips and more. 
You’ll find: *Dozens of easy-to-make beauty 

preparations for hair and skin, including a 
wrinkle smoother that really works. *Loads of 
delicious recipes using these health-giving 
super foods. *Tons of money-saving cleaning 
compounds to keep your home, car and cloth¬ 
ing sparkling. 

Right now. as part of a special introductory 
offer, you can receive a special press run of the 
book Honey, Garlic & Vinegar Home Remedies 
for only $8.95 plus $1.00 postage and handling. 
Your satisfaction is 100% guaranteed. You must 
be completely satisfied, or simply return it in 90 
days for a full refund — no questions asked. 

“ HERE'S HOW TO ORDER: Simply print 
your name and address and the word "Remedies” 
on a piece of paper and mail it along with a 
check or money order for only $9.95 to: THE 
LEADER CO.. INC.. Publishing Division. Dept. 
HG595, P.O. Box 8347. Canton, Ohio 44711. 
(Make checks payable to The Leader Co., Inc.) 
VISA or MasterCard send card number and expi¬ 
ration date. Act now. Orders are filled on a first- 
come. first-served basis. 

©1997 The Leader Co.. Inc. 
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Safety 

AROUND YOUR HOME 
Follow all the steps for ladder safety 

Those of you who follow this column will remember 
last summer when I wrote that I thought my roof would 
make it another year. About a week after writing that ar¬ 
ticle, a hailstorm totaled it. During May, a contractor’s 
crew and I replaced the roof. I’m not one for letting a 
chance to swing a hammer slip by. Fortunately, the con¬ 

tractor didn’t mind the ex¬ 
tra help, or that I asked to 
have one piece of drip edge 
replaced three times to get it 
to look just-right. Installing 
the new drip edge reminded 
me of the importance of 
having a good ladder (to 
keep from destroying the 
drip edge) and practicing 
safe ladder use (to keep 
from breaking a bone or 
two). 

The roofer’s 24-foot, 
fiberglass side-rail ladder was 

a beauty. Much more than was needed for my ranch-style 
house, but it is almost always better to have more ladder 
than is needed instead of not enough. Placing it against 
my f ireplace chimney with the feet on firm level ground 
made the climb to and from the roof very comfortable, 
and the extra reach kept us from having to nail a block 
along the edge of the roof to prevent crushing the drip 
edge. It sure put to shame the questionable methods I 
have used in the past to get on my roof. Now I’m going 
to have to request a nice extension ladder for my next 
birthday. 

While I was thinking about the proper time to drop 
the necessary hints, I was browsing the Internet and came 
across a web site for Rincon Industries, Inc.: http:// 
www.rinconind.com/guide.html. It manufactures a prod¬ 
uct called Ladder Stiff ner that it claims strengthens old 
stepladders and lengthens the life of new ladders. I don’t 
know how well it works, but I have been on many ladders 
that could have used a little help. 

Bill Campbell is an Extension Educator, Farm Systems, 
at the Springfield Extension Center, Cooperative Exten¬ 
sion Service, University of Illinois. You can write to him 
in care of Illinois Country Living, P.O. Box 3787, 
Springfield, IL 62708. Telephone: (217) 782-6515. 
E-Mail: campbellw@idea.ag.uiuc.edu 

The folks at Rincon also published a set of Ladder 
Safety Guidelines that included the following statistics 
about ladder use: “Every day, one person dies as the result 
of a ladder fall; in all, 65,000 people yearly sustain injuries 
severe enough to require treatment in hospital emergency 
rooms.” 

I hope you will all think about this the next time you 
grab the old wobbly ladder you might have in the garage 
or basement. The thing I liked most about the web site 
was the rules for safe ladder use. They are as follows: 
• Inspect all ladders prior to every use. 
• Do not use ladders with structural defects; put a “Do 

Not Use” tag on it and withdraw it from service. 
• Carry ladders parallel to the ground. 
• Tie ladders down securely when transporting. 
• Maintain ladders free of oil, grease, and other hazards. 
• Do not load ladder beyond maximum intended load. 
• Use only for the purpose for which the ladder was de¬ 

signed (refer to manufacturer’s labeling and recommen¬ 
dations). 

• Barricade traffic areas in vicinity of ladder use, and 
lock, barricade, or guard doorways in which a ladder is 
placed. 

• Keep area around the top and bottom of ladder clear. 
• Do not move, shift, or extend ladder while occupied. 

Never walk a ladder. 
• Use only non-conductive side rails around electrical 

equipment 
• Do not use top or top step for standing/stepping. 
• Do not stand on cross bracing. 
• Always fa^e the ladder when ascending or descending. 
• Always maintain three points of contact with the lad¬ 

der (2 feet/1 hand or 2 hands/1 foot should be in con¬ 
tact with ladder at all times). 

• Carry tools in pouches around waist; use a rope to 
raise or lower large items such as tool boxes or materi¬ 
als. 

• Do not overextend sideways. Use the belt buckle rule: 
keep your belt buckle positioned between the side rails 
at all times, which will maintain your center of gravity. 

• Never allow more than one person on the ladder at a 
time. 

• Wear protective clothing and rubber-soled shoes. 
Those cover the basics. Follow them and maybe you 

won’t be one of the 65,000 who are injured each year, or 
worse yet, the one per day who is killed. If you have ques¬ 
tions about proper ladder use, contact me or try the folks 
at Rincon Industries, Inc., through its web site. 

Bill Campbell 
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LIFETIME TANK COATINGS 
Stop all leaks in steel and concrete 
— Prevent rust forever. Roof coat¬ 
ings for tar paper, composition 
shingles, and metal buildings. 
Anyone can apply all coatings. Fix 
it once and forget it. Serving Farm 
& Ranch Since 1950. Let us send 
you complete information. 

VIRDEIM PERMA BILT CO. 
Box 7160IIM Ph. 806-352-2761 

2821 Mays St. 
Amarillo, Texas 79114-7160 

ATTENTION MOBILE HOME OWNERI 
KEMCO ROOF-OVER System is the Ultimate 

Solution for a Problem Roof! 

• REDUCES HEATING ti 
COOLING COSTS 

• MAINTENANCE FREE 
• BUILT IN OVERHANG & 

GUTTERING ELIMINATES WA 
TER STREAKS ON SIDE OF HOME 

• STRONG ENOUGH TO STAND ON 
• NO MORE ROOF COATING YEAR AFTER YEAR 

• QUIET! NO ROOF RUMBLE OR RATTLE 
ELIMINATES CONDENSATION & WATER PROBLEMS 

MSI |2< Msmm w 
Kemco Aluminum • 1-800-456-KEMCO 

(5362) 

Would you go out in public wearing 
an ugly hat?....Don’t put one on your 
mobile home. 

Finally... 
A beautiful insulated roof-over. 

The Apollo Super-Shield 
• REDUCES ENERGY BILLS 

• CHOICE OF COLORS • MAINTENANCE FREE 
• NO MORE COATING • STOPS LEAKS & STAINS 
• STORM PROTECTION • QUIETS ROOF NOISE 

Find out why our customers say they 
“love ” their roof. 

Any style mobile home. 
Call for brochure. 

1-800-333- 

$ Quality Steel Buildings $ 
1-800-241-8339 
30x40x10 $ 5,320 
40x60x12 $ 8,772 
50x75x10 $10,457 
60x100x12 $17,589 
60x75x12 $13,368 
50x100x12 $13,934 
100x100x12 w/column ... $23,987 
100x150x14 w/column ...$36,535 

All sizes available 

We will match any deal 
with Quality Steel! 

3300 Holcomb Bridge Rd„ Suite 201 
Noraoss, Georgia 30092 

■ - ..I. — 

Sod <z Sdeoce 
End of a Si¬ 
lence: Full 
Moon over 
Fox Prairie, 
by Willard D. 
Gray, is a fic¬ 
tion based on 
fact, a vivid 
retelling of 
some events on 
the Illinois 
prairie that 
would scar 

settlers of the area for generations. 
Honest, hard-working farmers become 
eye-witnesses to a murder, and fearing 
that justice will not be served, take 
justice into their own hands. In a sur¬ 
prising act of revenge, they become a 
lynch mob, taking the murderer from 
the Richland County jail, and hanging 
him for his crime. A moment of pas¬ 
sion and violence that would alter the 
lives of all those caught up in this 
frontier tragedy. 

To order your copy of this memo¬ 
rable story of life as it was lived in 
Southern Illinois in the 1870’s, 
send $24.00 (cash, check, money 
order - Mastercard or Visa ac¬ 
cepted) including tax and ship¬ 
ping. to: 

Fox Prairie Distributions. 
P.O. Box 415, Olney. IL 62450 
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Your 

YARD MD GARDEN 
Proper 

sprinkler use 

Dave Robson 

Most people supplement summer 
rainfall with sprinklers or irrigation 
hoses. Using a lawn or garden sprinkler 
isn’t difficult, provided you follow a few 
simple rules. 

Most lawns, flowers and vegetables 
require an inch of water throughout 
their growing season. Shade trees might 
be able to get by with less. However, 
bearing fruit trees will need as much. 

When temperatures climb to the high 
90s or 100s, plants may need two inches. 

Sprinklers and irrigation hoses 
aren’t calibrated for home use due to 
differences in water pressures, soil types 
and plant requirements. There is no 
way to state a correct number of hours 
to water plants properly. 

Water pressure coming out of faucets 
with municipal water supplies cannot 
exceed 40 psi. With your typical 
sprinkler and 50 feet of garden hose, you 
may need to leave the water on for at least 
90 minutes to provide an inch of rain. 

For those with wells, check the rate 
on your pumps. 

However, homeowners can calibrate 
their own sprinkler or hose to determine 
amount of water flow over a specific time. 

Sprinklers vary considerably. Patterns 
can be oval, rectangular or circular. Nor 
do sprinklers discharge water uniformly. 
More water usually is released closer 
to the sprinkler. For that reason, 
homeowners are encouraged to overlap 
sprinkler patterns by one fourth. 

To determine water flow rate, set the 
sprinkler in an open area and turn on the 
water. Place a small tin such as a tuna 
fish or cat food can approximately three- 

David Robson is an Extension Educator, 
Horticulture, at the Springfield Extension 

Center, Cooperative Extension Service, 
University of Illinois. You can write to 

Robson in care of Illinois Country Living, 

P.O. Box 3787, Springfield, IE 62708. 
Telephone: (217) 782-6515. 

E-Mail: robsond@idea.ag.uiuc.edu 

fourths the distance from the sprinkler to 
the outer edge of water discharge. 

Most of these cans are an inch high. 
When full, check the time. That 
should give you a rough idea in the 
future for watering. 

To measure irrigation hoses, allow 
them to soak for a half hour and then 
test the soil surrounding them. An inch 
of water will wet the average soil to a 
depth of 8 to 10 inches. 

If the soil isn’t moist that deep, 
continue soaking. 

A soil probe, steel rod or sharp, 
straight stick can be used to test the 
soil’s moisture. Wet soil will cling to the 
probe or rod much like a moist cake. 

Homeowners should remember to 
avoid overwatering plants. Roots need 
oxygen as much as water and will start 
rotting if the soil is over-saturated. 

Water timers may be a good 
investment. They can be set to water early 
in the morning when most of the water 
will soak in and not evaporate. Morning 
watering also minimizes disease problems. 

Evergreens in the Midwest 
Those interested in horticulture will 

find Needled Evergreens for the 
Midwest, a useful addition to their 
gardening collection. This book offers 
guidance on selecting, planting and 
caring for needled evergreens that are 
specifically suited to the hardiness zones 
of the Midwest. 

The book features illustrations of 
foliage, stems, flowers and cones; 
43 color photographs; an index of 
botanical and common names; and 
tables and diagrams. Topics include 
choosing the right plants, creating 
proper soil conditions, selecting 
planting sites, and controlling pests. 

Needled Evergreens for the 
Midwest (SP90) sells for $16 and is 
available through the U of I, ACRES 
Information Services at (217) 333-2007. 
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DON’T "GIVE-AWAY" 
YOUR PROSTATE 

WITHOUT A FIGHT! 
You’re Not the Same Man at 50 That You Were at 20...so 

Improve your quality of life by treating 
your prostate the safe, natural way. 

Most Men Lose Their Sexual Ability Due To Prostate Disorders! 
If your prostate is starting to give you problems, you’re not 

alone. 75% of all men over the age of 50 have enlargement of 
the prostate gland. The problems you may experience can be 
frequent, difficult, painful or weak urination. 

The medical treatment for enlargement of the prostate is 
surgery: part or all of the prostate is removed. Over 400,000 of 
these operations are performed every year - yet the results are 
far from acceptable. Two out of 100 patients die, eight return 
to the hospital (within 3 months) because of complications, five 
become impotent and 20 need the surgery a second time. 

You can treat an enlarged prostate with drugs. But, the most 
commonly used one has been proven ineffective in reducing 
the size of the prostate. And, it has side effects. 

So, Don’t Let Your Doctor Make You Impotent! 
OUR 100% NATURAL TREATMENT "MSP" 

WORKS MUCH BETTER than Surgery or Drugs! 
There is a safe, effective alternative to drugs and surgery. 

Amazing, successful results have been seen with the use of 
Saw palmetto berry extracts and with Pygeum africanum (the 
preferred method of treating prostate disorders throughout 
Europe). This formula works much better than the most com¬ 
monly prescribed drug (Proscar), and it works without the seri¬ 
ous side effects of that drug. 

Every man (and his partner) in America should know about 
this alternative: the all natural, 100% safe, effective and inex¬ 
pensive treatment called MSP: Maximum Strength ProstAid. 

But your doctor won't tell you about it (he makes lots of money 
everytime he operates) and the drug companies won’t manu¬ 
facture it because it’s 100% natural and they can’t patent the 
formula and sell it as a prescription drug at inflated prices. 

The most common prostate drug was developed artificially 
and proven to work in test tubes - not in men. Saw palmetto 
extract is available from nature...and works inside us, not in 
test tubes. Saw palmetto extract is twice as effective for reliev¬ 
ing BPH symptoms as the most common drug. 81% of the men 
using saw palmetto extract said it was helpful. Less than 50% 
of the men using the common drug thought it was helpful. 

80% of BPH patients show "significant improvement" in 
their condition after taking Pygeum africanum for 30 days. In 
France doctors prescribed Pygeum africanum 90% of the time 
to treat BPH patients. MSP also contains B-sitosterol, Beta-D 
glucosidase which are recommended by The American Pros¬ 
tate Society and Tomato lycopene (a carotene antioxidant). 

Maximum Strength ProstAid 
Two tablets contain: 

Glycine, L-Alanine and L-Glutarnin 
Amino Acids for a total of 406mg 
Saw Palmetto Berry Extract  300mg 
Pygeum Africanum...  250mg 
Pumpkin Seed Oil   30mg 
Panox Ginseng   30mg | 
Zinc  .20mg/133%RDA 
Golden Rod   15mg 
Vitamin A   1000IU 
Vitamin E   30IU 
Beta-Sitosteroi   30mg 
Beta-D Glucosidase.  lOOmcg 
Tomato Lycopene   500mcg 

The Most Comprehensive 
Prostate Suppliment Available - ANYWHERE! 

Maximum Strength ProstAid, with its enriched formula, re¬ 
quires only two tablets per day instead of the required three 
tablets per day formulas sold by other companies. Compare 
our ingredients and our prices (with our competitors’ formulas 
and costs) then choose for yourself the better, more complete, 
comprehensive, better priced and valued product. 

We strongly recommend that your initial order be a two month 
supply since everyone is slightly different and MSP needs time 
to slowly and completely absorb its way into your system. 
Absorbtion time varies from person to person. Full results should 
occur within 6 to 8 weeks. Sometimes a longer period of time is 

...   needed to achieve full results. 

Do You... 
get up at night to urinate? 
often have sudden urges to urinate? 
have a weak urine stream? 
frequently need to urinate? 
have the sensation that you have not 
emptied your bladder completely 
after urinating? 

stop and start again several times 
when you urinate? 

Yes No 
□ □ 
□ □ 
□ □ 
□ □ 

□ □ 

□ □ 
□ □ 

MSP - Maximum Strength ProstAid is completely guaran¬ 
teed. To receive a refund, simply return the unused tablets and 
container and a full refund of the purchase price (less P&H) will 
be sent to you. Orders are shipped FIRST CLASS MAIL within 
7 working days. To order, simply fill out the coupon and mail 
with your check or money order to the address below. We also 
accept VISA or MasterCard (1-800-770-1155). Offer void in 
Mexico, IA, CT. US funds only plus $10. extra outside of USA. 
This statement has not been evaluated by the FDA. The product is not intended to diagnose, 
treat, cure or prevent any disease. © 1997. WGSI. Trademark - WGSI 

rwiLLOWsTl UTRITTON’CENTER ,”Dept. "MAX"- 3O7~ 

| 179 Post Road West, Westport CT 06880 

YES! I Want Maximum Strength ProstAid - NOW! 
□ ONE month (60 tabs) $24.95 plus $3. post & handl. 

□ TWO months (120 tabs) $45.95 plus $4. post & handl. 

□ FOUR months (240 tabs) $85.95 plus $5. post & handl 

□ SAVE! 6 months (360 tabs) $115.00 (includes P&H) 

Enclosed is check or Money Order for $  

Charge my: □ VISA □ MasterCard Exp Date I  

Acct 

Signature 

Telephone 

Name 

Address _Apt_ 

State Zip. 
 CHARGE ORDERS 1-800-770-1155 



TECHNOLOGY 
Window film 

blocks UV 
rays and 

saves 
energy 

QThe afternoon sun blasts in our 
* windows. It literally bakes us, 

fades our furniture and pushes 
up our air-conditioning costs. How effec¬ 
tive are the new do-it-yourself clear sum- 
mer/winter window films? - H. E. 

^ • Installing window film, either 
^■-•low-cost do-it-yourself or 
professionally-installed film, is your best 
solution to block the sun’s intense heat 
and 99 percent of the ultraviolet (UV) 
fading rays. Many of the new nearly-clear 
summer/winter films are barely notice¬ 
able once installed. Some have warran¬ 
ties up to five years, but last even longer. 

Even if you already have efficient 
double pane windows, installing these 
new films makes sense. The nearly-clear 
films can be applied to single or double 
pane windows without problems. Avoid 
installing the older-technology darkly 
tinted films on double pane windows. 
They can cause the glass to get warm 
and the airtight seal between the panes 
to prematurely leak. 

In addition to comfort improve¬ 
ment, there are hidden savings of install¬ 
ing window film. Although you only 
notice the fading of your furniture and 
carpeting, the sun’s UV rays slowly 
break down the material fibers too. In¬ 
stalling film lowers your air-conditioning 
costs and reduces the utility’s peak elec¬ 
tricity demand to moderate future rate 
increases. 

All window films also increase the 
shatter resistance of glass. In areas 
prone to damage by tornadoes, hurri¬ 
canes or children, this is a real plus. If 
the glass breaks, the pieces hang to¬ 
gether for safety. Special extra-heavy 
clear security films make it difficult for 
burglars to break through. 

James Dulley is a mechanical engineer who 
writes on a wide variety of energy and util¬ 
ity topics. His column appears in a large 
number of daily newspapers. 
Copyright 1996 James Dulley 

Do-it-yourself year-round window 
film is simple to install. You just need a 
sharp knife, a spray bottle, soapy water, 
a squeegee and about 20 minutes. First 
clean the indoor window surface thor¬ 
oughly with diluted soapy water. 
Courtaulds Performance Films now has 
a new solution to dissolve the adhesive if 
you have old film to remove first or you 
choose to later remove the film. 

Cut a piece of the film to a size 
slightly larger than the window. Peel off 
the film backing to expose the adhesive. 
Wet the adhesive side of the film with a 
spray bottle and place it against the win¬ 
dow. Squeegee out the air bubbles and 
trim the film around the edges. 

True summer/winter window films 
have the same type of low-emissivity 
(low-e) coating as on new expensive 
high-tech replacement windows. This 
blocks radiant heat loss through your 
windows in the winter as well as heat 
gain in the summer. As you begin to ap¬ 
ply the film yourself, you can immedi¬ 
ately feel the heat reduction. 

To achieve these super-efficient prop¬ 
erties, a microscopically-thin, invisible 
layer of metal atoms is deposited on the 
polyester film surface. It is far too thin 
to see. It is transparent to energy in the 
visible light range, but opaque to energy 
in the UV or infrared heat range. When 
this film is applied to the window, the 
view is distortion-free. 

Although most of the window films 
look similar in the home center store, 
there are significant differences among 
them in summer heat rejection and win¬ 
ter heat savings performance. It is impor¬ 
tant to compare several key performance 
factors for the films. Do not just buy the 
cheapest brand on sale. 

Total solar energy rejection (TSER) 
factor is important when comparing 
summer heat rejection. The higher the 
number, the more heat and UV rays it 
blocks. A related factor is the shading co¬ 
efficient (SC). It compares the overall net 

(Continued page 28) 
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Above, from left, Donna Betts, Louise 
Endicott and their friend and 
SouthEastern Illinois Electric Coopera¬ 
tive Trustee W. B. Pulliam on the porch 
of a cabin the tu'o women rebuilt. 

Women 
looking 
for 
slightly 
used 
houses 

Donna Betts and Louise 
Endicott, both of rural 
McLeansboro, are house 

hunting. Unlike most people who 
go looking for the latest, largest 
and most modern, they’re looking 
for something a little older. 

They have two and a half 
houses already set up. The houses 
are what real estate people like to 
call fixer-uppers — big time fixer-up¬ 
pers. 

The women started some 13 
years ago with the earthly remains 
of a torn-down log cabin, hoping to 
turn it into a rebuilt log cabin. 

“It was on a place my late hus¬ 
band, Gene, and I rented to farm,” 
Louise says, “and it was all neatly 
stacked. The man who’d had it be¬ 
fore made it a point to tell us to 
leave it there, because he was going 
to come back and get it. 

“A couple of years later he 
called and told us to go ahead and 
burn it, if we wanted to, because he 
wasn’t going to come back for it af¬ 
ter all.” 

Burning it was the farthest thing 
from her mind. She got in touch with 

long-time friend Donna Betts. “I 
asked her if she thought we’d be able 
to put the thing together,” she says, 
“and we didn’t want to bother our 
husbands with the project. We fig¬ 
ured we’d do it ourselves or not at 
all.” 

Louise and Donna did wind up 
doing most of the work, chinking 
the spaces between the logs, and 
using a tractor front loader to get 
some of the logs into place. 

“Gene helped some, and so did 
Donna’s husband, Raymond,” 
Louise says. They helped mostly 
with the higher logs and the roof 
ing work.” 

Like many cabins of its day, 
theirs lent an old meaning to the 
term “multi-purpose room.” There 
is a fireplace with built-in cooking 
aids, a dining table in the middle of 
the room, a bed off to one side, 
and a ladder leading to a sleeping 
loft. A lamp on the dining table 
converted it to a reading table, as 
needed. A dry sink against a wall 
provided a place to wash dishes, 
while the front porch was the place 
to get a bit of fresh air and to do 

work that needed to be done in 
good light. The plumbing was lo¬ 
cated down a short path. 

They have a small, two-house 
community going now, and they’ve 
added a windmill, too. “I hate to 
call attention to it,” Donna says, 
“because it needs some work, but 
we’ll get to it when we can.” 

It looks as though there might 
be another house in their future. 
“We’ve gotten our hands on one,” 
Louise says, “but we don’t know 
what we’re going to do with it, or 
when. This is just a hobby for us, 
and we get out and work on the 
cabins when we get in the notion. 
If we don’t get in the notion, there 
isn’t much that gets done.” 

Even so, they must have gotten 
in the notion quite a few times, be¬ 
cause their efforts have resulted in 
a little mini-settlement at the Betts 
place, about four miles west of 
Dale. It’s an interesting tribute to 
the efforts of two women, and to 
the pioneers who settled the area. 

- Story and photos by Jack Halstead 
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Illinois 

FUMBOH 
W^C^hat did the baby lightbulb tell 

the mama lightbulb?” 
“I love you watts and watts.” 

Marsha Thompson, Geneseo 

Show me the way to go home: 
An 80-year-old man sat crying 

his eyes out on a park bench. 
“What’s the trouble, mister?” a cop 
asked. 

“I have a 27-year-old wife at 
home,” the man sobbed. “She’s 
beautiful; she’s a gourmet cook, and 

she’s madly in love with me.” 
“So, what’s the problem?” 
“I can’t remember where I live!” 

John A. Dekas, submitted by 
H. Kinzinger, Gilman 

The defense attorney was bear¬ 
ing down hard. “You say,” he 
sneered, “that my client came at you 
with a broken bottle in his hand, 

but didn’t YOU have something in 

YOUR hand?” 
“Yes,” said the battered plaintiff, 

“HIS WIFE. Charming, of course, 
but not much good in a fight.” 

Mrs. James L. Jones, Marion 

The church had a new preacher. 

The poorest cook in the church sent 
him a pie. It wasn’t edible and was 
thrown in the garbage. The 
preacher’s wife said, “Call her and 
thank her for the pie.” He called 
and told her how good of her it was 
to send the pie and thanked her. 

She said, “How did you like it?” 
That stumped him; when he got his 
breath, he said, “I’ll say one thing, a 

pie like yours doesn’t last very long 
around here.” 

Iva Davis, Makanda 

Is there a joke in 

YOUR family (that's 
^ proper for a family magazine)? 

Illinois Country Living pays $5.00 for 

each joke chosen for Illinois Funnybone. 

Send your humorous story to Illinois 

Funnybone, P.O. Box 3787, Springfield, 
IL 62708-3787. 

Chasing parts 
by Susan Wildemuth 

Husband is a farmer and that 
makes me, a city-raised, taxicab¬ 
riding, never-met-a-mall-I-didn’t-like 
farmer by association. I hold many 
prestigious titles in our farming op¬ 
eration that I’m sure all you 
women out there are not going to 
be very jealous of. I’m Supervisor 
in Charge of Mowing, and, for the 
record, that’s both the front and 
back yards. Director of Dish Wash¬ 
ing is a position I’ve held since day 
one of our marriage. I tried to 
pawn off, 1 mean pass off, this job 
to the next generation, but some¬ 
how I haven’t been able to find any 
takers. As Manager of Meals my 
specific field of expertise is fast 
food. That’s anything that I can get 
on the table in the time it takes the 
farmer to walk in the back door, 
wash his hands, take a seat at the 
kitchen table and say those three 
little words that put me in that spe¬ 
cial mood, “What’s to eat?” 

Like most farm women with 
growing families, my job titles re¬ 
ally are too numerous to mention 
here, but of all the chores I’ve in¬ 
herited over the years the one I 
should be canonized for is chasing 
parts. For those of you out there 
who don’t understand what “chas¬ 
ing parts” means in the agricul¬ 
tural industry, imagine for a 
moment it’s harvesting time. Three 
previous breakdowns have put the 
men behind about four day’s worth 
of work. An Indian summer also 
has hit the farm, the air-condition¬ 
ing in the combine (which never 
worked too well to begin with) 
gives out, and the temperature at 9 
a.m. is 98 degrees in the shade— 
with a heat index of 105. 

To avoid heat exhaustion, 
Grandpa’s working the combine 
with the door open. Husband is 
hauling in the first of three tractor- 
pulled, grain-filled wagons. Two 
grain trucks, whose interiors are 
hotter than any of Madonna’s vid¬ 
eos, are waiting in the wings for 
their turn to go to town with their 
load. Murphy’s Law prevails here 
and something breaks down on 

the tractor they use to pull the 
grain wagons. 

Husband stops at the house, 
tells me he’s going to call the Parts 
Place to order a part, and he’d like 
me to go and get it. The conversa¬ 
tion that follows goes something 
like this: 

“Isn’t there anyone else you can 
send besides me?” 

“You can handle this. After all 
it’s not the first time you’ve had to 
go- 

“What do I do if they need 
more information than I can give 
them?” 

Husband answers calmly, 
“They won’t. I have the part num¬ 
ber right here, so don’t worry.” 

“But they always ask questions 
that I don’t know the answer to.” 

In an obvious marital ploy, 
used to extract pity, my over¬ 
worked husband wipes his fore¬ 
head, “Do you know it’s 98 degrees 
out there, the heat index is 105, 
and we’re four days behind?” 

“All right,” I reply with my 
shoulder sagging in defeat. “I’ll go 
if you write down every single de¬ 
tail I need to know to get this part. 
Leave nothing out.” 

Husband writes the note, calls 
the Parts Place, and gives me a 
smile, “Gotta go.” 

The back door slams shut, 
eerily reverberating through the 
whole house. Our son, BC, closes 
the book he is reading and looks 
up at me with something akin to 
pity and asks, “Something break 
down?” 

“Tractor.” 
“You have to go to the Parts 

Place, don’t you?” 
I swallowed hard, fighting back 

the rising panic, “Uh huh.” 
“Do I have to go?” 
“Would you like to stay with 

Dad? It’s 98 degrees out there with 
a heat index of 105.” 

“I know and they’re four days 
behind. I’ll go with you but I won’t 
like it.” 

For me and some farm women 
I’ve talked to, entering the Parts 

(Continued page 28) 
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Don and Andrea Woods are pictured 
in front of their 2,100 square-foot home 
in Hidden Cove. They’ve been there four 
years, and note that their heating, cool¬ 
ing and water heating bills average 
$39.87 a month the year around. Their 
geothermal grid is buried under the lawn 
behind them. 

Geothermal 
heat pumps 

Finding energy savings 
right under your feet 

The young couple stood in the 
supermarket aisle, each holding a 
box of laundry detergent. The wife 
held a tiny box, while her husband 
shouldered one nearly half the size 

of a bale of hay. They faced the 
same dilemma many of us often 
face in the supermarket and in 
many facets of our lives. “If we buy 
this one,” the young man said, 

“We can save a lot of money, but 
we won’t be able to buy anything to 
eat this week.” 

Finally, the young woman 
made the decision. “We won’t buy 
the giant economy size,” she said. 
“We’ll buy the small expensive size 
we can afford.” 

Many Illinoisans are in a simi¬ 
lar fix when they set out to buy a 
heating and air conditioning sys¬ 
tems for their homes, and the elec¬ 
tric cooperatives of Illinois hope 
they’ll opt for the “giant economy 
size,” because it really is more af¬ 
fordable. 

Donald and Andrea Wood 
and Wilfred and Jeanne Dittmer 
chose the giant economy size, and 
are thrilled that they did. They de¬ 
cided to “go geothermal,” in spite 
of the fact that the initial cost is a 
little steep. Both couples are mem¬ 
bers of Adams Electrical Co-Opera¬ 
tive, Camp Point. Adams meters 
their heating, cooling and air condi¬ 
tioning costs separately, and offers 
a special rate, so the costs are easy 
to isolate. 

Don, a district sales manager 
for Chevrolet, works out of his 
home office, and he is especially 
pleased with his system. “We lived 
in Columbus, Ohio, in the 1970s,” 
he says, “and we had electric heat. 
We had heating bills that ran $300- 
$400 a month. Then we moved to 
a small house in Rolla, Missouri, 
and our house there was hard to 
heat, even though it was small. 
Here, we have 2,100 square-foot 
house, and the total heating, cool¬ 
ing and water heating bill comes to 
$39.87 a month, the year around. 
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We’ve been here four years now.” 
Andrea is pleased, too. “I like 

the evenness of the heat,” she says, 
“although it takes a little getting 
used to. And we don’t have the in¬ 
termittent high heat that gets the 
humidity wrong and causes so 
much static.” 

“And,” 
Don adds, 
“it’s so quiet. 
One place we 
lived in had 
such a noisy 
unit that a 
neighbor 
complained 
about it. 
Here, the 
unit’s in the 
house and 
it’s so quiet 
that we can’t 
even hear it. 
I think this is an important energy 
saving concept. We’ve had people 
stop us and ask us if we live in 
‘that ecological subdivision.’ We 
still can’t believe how great it is. 
People should know more about 
it.” 

Don and Andrea live in the 
Hidden Cove subdivision, the first 
all-geothermal subdivision in Illi¬ 
nois. It was started by Quincy con¬ 
tractor Matt Holtmeyer, who lives 
there, too. 

Homes that are specifically built 
for geothermal are easy to heat and 
cool. But what about older homes, in 
which the owner is faced with the 
need to replace a furnace, air condi¬ 
tioner, or both? The Dittmers, who 
farm just east of Quincy, can tell you 
about that Their 1,600 square-foot 
home, built nearly 20 years ago, was 
cooled by natural ventilation and a 
dehumidifier, and heated with a log 
furnace. 

“The dehumidifier was costing 
us about a dollar a day to operate,” 
Wilfred says, “and we weren’t par¬ 
ticularly uncomfortable. But we 
were concerned about how unsafe 
the wood furnace might be. We de¬ 
cided that if we were going to re¬ 
place it, we might as well get a 
combination heating and cooling 
unit. It seemed like a good idea to 

get two for the price of one. And 
Adams Electric has a heating and 
air conditioning rate that made it 
look like a really good idea.” 

The Dittmers didn’t just jump 
in. They talked to neighbors who 
had already “gone geothermal,” 

and everyone 
they’d talked 
to was excited 
about the 
comfort. And 
especially the 
low cost and 
quick pay¬ 
back. 

“It costs 
us just 
$31.32 a 
month, the 
year around,” 
he says, “for 
heating, cool¬ 
ing and hot 

water. While that’s not cheaper 
than using a dehumidifier and a 
wood furnace, it’s more comfort¬ 
able, convenient and safer.” 

A geothermal system uses 
earth-stored energy in partnership 
with safe, clean electricity, to offer 
a hard-to-beat way to heat and cool 
your home. The heart of the system 
is essentially a heat pump with a 
difference: but what a difference! 
The average air-to-air heat pump is 
essentially a reversible system that 
removes heat from your home in 
the summer and expels it to the 
outside air. It 
does the op¬ 
posite in the 
winter. You 
decide what 
it does sim¬ 
ply by flick¬ 
ing a switch 
on your in¬ 
door thermostat. 

If the air-to-air heat pump has a 
disadvantage, it’s that it starts los¬ 
ing its efficiency at about 10 de¬ 
grees F., so you have to rely on a 
backup heat source to make up the 
difference. 

A geothermal system doesn’t 
have that disadvantage. It draws its 
heat or coolness from a liquid-filled 
grid of high-density polyethylene 

piping buried 5-6 feet under¬ 
ground. Once you get about 5 feet 
below the surface of the earth, the 
temperature in Illinois is a fairly 
consistent 55 degrees F., the year 
around. 

Instead of having to deal with 
90-degree air in the summer, the unit 
is dealing with a 55-degree medium, 
and it handles that very efficiently. 
When you need heat, the geothermal 
system is, again, working with a 55- 
degree medium. That’s much better 
than the sub-zero weather air-to-air 
units have to cope with. All in all, 
about 70 percent of the “fuel” your 
unit needs comes from the solar en¬ 
ergy absorbed by the earth and 
stored there. 

Not surprisingly, geothermal 
technology came from northern 
Europe. It is only natural that the 
system would develop in that area, 
with its harsh climate and high en¬ 
ergy costs. The idea dates back to 
the 1940s, but offered no advan¬ 
tage to Americans in a time when 
the cost of heating and cooling a 
home was almost insignificant. 

The energy crunch of the 
1970s changed all that, and Ameri¬ 
cans started getting serious about 
economical comfort conditioning. 

There was another factor, too. 
Early experiments with polyvinyl 
chloride (PVC) piping proved un¬ 
satisfactory, and until better piping 
could be developed, the system had 
no real future. In the 1980s, du¬ 

rable piping 
with good 
heat-transfer 
properties 
came on the 
market, and 
the system 
took off, after 
being given a 

healthy boost by Dr. James Bose, 
director of the School of Technol¬ 
ogy at Oklahoma State University. 
Bose is the leading expert on geo¬ 
thermal heat pump technology in 
the United States. 

According to Bose, a Swiss en¬ 
gineer by the name of Zolley first 
had the idea in about 1900. “What 
we did was take an idea that was 
back on the library shelf and apply 

The Hidden Cove subdivision east of Quincy 
is served by Adams Electrical Co-Operative 
and was the first all-geothermal subdivision 
in Illinois. This sign marks the entrance to 
the development. 

“It costs us just $31.32 

a month, the year 

around, for heating, 

cooling and hot water.” 
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Wilfred Dittmer of Quincy had a geo¬ 
thermal system installed in his 1 7-year- 
old home because he wanted to replace 
his unsafe wood-burning furnace. He 
decided to have the air conditioner 
added as a bonus. The system works 
well, he says, and it heats, cools and 
provides hot water for $31.32 a month, 
the year around. His house has 1,600 
square feet of living space. Here, he 
keeps tabs on his daily energy usage. 

some modern technology and 
equipment. I got one of my text¬ 
books from 1957 and looked un¬ 
der heat pump. I went to the 
library and did some more re¬ 
search in 1976. I was teaching a 
course on solar energy at the time.” 

Many closed-loop systems are 
trenched horizontally in the yard 
around the home, and this is where 
a lot of the expense of a geothermal 
system goes. A pond or well will 
work, too. If you don’t have room 
for a horizontal loop, you can have a 
well—or wells—drilled. If you need to 
have your yard trenched, it’s usually 
no big problem. The trenches are 
usually about 6 inches wide, and a 
simple reseeding will take care of 
the disturbed lawn. The pipes have 
no adverse affect on plants above 
them. In fact, the Woods don’t 

know exactly where their grid field 
is. A grid built today should last 
from 40-75 years in virtually any 
soil type. 

A big plus is that the heart of 
the unit is installed inside the 
house, in a garage, storage closet or 
crawl space, where it’s protected 
from the elements. That prolongs 
the life of the unit, which is quiet 
enough that it won’t be a bother. 

Geothermal systems have yet 
another advantage in that they can 
provide you with savings of up to 
50 percent on your annual water 
heating bill by preheating tank wa¬ 
ter. These units are standard equip¬ 
ment on some systems and 
optional on others. Be sure to 
check into the possibility. Since 
water heating costs about a dollar a 
day, the savings can be welcome. 

While geothermal units seem 
too good to be true, they do have 
one disadvantage: They’re expen¬ 
sive to install because of the 
trenching or well drilling needed. 

But don’t let that deter you. A 
geothermal unit will save you so 
much money on your heating, cool¬ 
ing and water-heating costs that 
they’ll pay for themselves much 
sooner than any other kind of sys¬ 
tem that’s likely to be available to 
rural electric consumers. 

If there was ever a time to 
choose “the giant economy size,” 
it’s when you choose geothermal 
for your heating, cooling and water 
heating needs. You’ll be glad you 
did! 

— Story and photos by 
Jack Halstead 

AUGUST 1997 ■ ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING 23 



Illinois' 

FINEST COOKING 
The Mary-Martha Guild of the Zion Lutheran 

Church, Pleasant Plains, compiled their cookbook to 
raise funds for missions. The cookbook is spiral- 
bound and has 113 pages. It can be purchased for $7 
plus $2 S&H from Doris Boesdorfer, 12 Hawthorne 
Road, Pleasant Plains, IL 62677 or phone her at (217) 
626-1416. 

The United Methodist Women of Arenzville 
United Methodist Church compiled our second fea¬ 
tured cookbook. It is spiral-bound and has 101 
pages. Place your order from Maxine Crawford, RR 1 
Box 255, Arenzville, IL 62611 for a cost of $6 plus $2 
for shipping, or call her at (217) 997-5571. 

PINA COLADA FRUIT DIP 

8 oz. can crushed pineapple 
in its juice (undrained) 

31/2 oz. pkg. instant coconut 
pudding and pie filling mix 

Zion Lutheran Church, Pleasant Plains 

Ruth Dobbe CAVATE1H 

3/4 C. milk 
1/2 C. dairy sour cream 

Process in blender 30 seconds. Refrigerate several hours or overnight. 
Serve with fresh fruit. 

1 (16 oz.) pkg. medium shell 
macaroni 

1 lb. Italian sausage 
1 lb. ground beef 
1 (48 oz.) jar spaghetti sauce 
1 (4oz.) jar mild taco sauce 

Jenny Stevens 

2 (4 oz.) cans mushrooms, 
drained 

2 tsp. Italian seasoning 
2 (8 oz.) pkg. shredded 

Mozzarella cheese 

QUICK ‘N EASY FRUIT SALAD 

1 can pineapple chunks 
1 can mandarin oranges, drained 
1 can peach pie filling 
Mix together and serve. 

EMERGENCY SALAD 

1 can cherry pie filling 
1 can pineapple tidbits 

(any size) 
Mix together and serve. 

THANKSGIVING TOMORROW 

3 C. leftover stuffing or 1 
(6 oz.) pkg. stuffing mix 

2 C. leftover turkey 
1 (10 3/4 oz.) can cream of 

mushroom soup (water 
or broth, if needed) 

Joyce Silotto 

1 small bottle maraschino 
cherries, drained 

3 bananas, sliced 

Doris Boesdorfer 

1 C. or more miniature 
marshmallows 

Eleanor Jokisch 

1/2 C. celery, chopped 
1/2 C. onion, chopped 
1 tsp. poultry seasoning 
1/2 tsp. pepper 

Cook shells according to directions. Brown meats and drain. Add mush¬ 
rooms, sauces, seasonings and shells. Pour into a 9x13-inch or two 
12x7x2-inch baking dishes. Top with cheese. Bake at 400° for 30 min¬ 
utes. Can be made ahead of time and refrigerated, then baked at 350° 
for 1 hour. Serves 10. 

ANZAC BISCUITS Russella Hagen 
(An Australian Favorite; cookies to us) 

1 C. rolled oats 
1 C. flour, sifted 
1 C.sugar 
3/4 C. coconut 

1/2 C. Crisco® or butter 
2 T. dark syrup 
1/2 tsp. baking soda 
2 T. boiling water 

Combine oats, flour, sugar and coconut In saucepan, combine butter 
and syrup. Stir over low heat until melted. Mix soda and boiling water 
and add butter mixture. Stir into dry ingredients. Drop by teaspoon on 
lightly greased baking sheet; allow room for spreading. Bake at 300° 
for 20 minutes. Loosen while warm. Cool. 

Heat oven to 350°. Combine all ingredients, adding turkey broth 
or water if mixture is too dry. Place in lightly greased 1-quart 
casserole dish. Bake for 35 to 45 minutes. Garnish with cranberry ^ 
jelly or sauce if desired. 

POPPY SEED BREAD 

1 pkg. lemon cake mix 
1 pkg. lemon instant 

pudding 
1/2 C. vegetable oil 

Berneice Mileur 

1 C. water 
4 eggs 
1/4 C. poppyseed 

Mix all ingredients together and beat for 4 minutes. Grease 
I v 4 small loaf pans & fill half full. Bake 45 minutes at 350°. 
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REDUCED FAT CARROT CAKE 

1 tsp. cinnamon 
1 tsp. allspice 
1/2 tsp. grated nutmeg 
1/4 tsp. cloves 
1 1/2 C. whole wheat pastry 

flour 
1/3 C. wheat bran 

Cindy Saylor VANILLA RIBBON PIE 

11/2 tsp. baking powder 
1 tsp. baking soda 
1 C. grated carrots 
1 can pineapple, drained well 
3/4 C. honey 
1 1/2 C. water 

1 (9-inch) baked pastry shell 
8 oz. cream cheese, softened 
14 oz. can Eagle Brand® 

condensed milk 
3/4 C. cold water 

Bea Cannon 

4 oz. pkg. vanilla instant pudding 
1 C. whipping cream, 

whipped 
1 (21 oz.) can cherry pie 

filling, chilled 

Combine first 10 ingredients in a bowl. In a separate bowl, combine 
honey and water. Fold the dry ingredients into the honey and water. 
Mix and pour into loaf pan. Bake at 350° for 1 hour and 15 minutes. 

In mixing bowl, beat cheese until fluffy. Gradually beat in milk until 
smooth. On low speed, beat in water and pudding mix until smooth. 
Fold in whipped cream. Spread half of mixture into pastry shell. Top 
with half of pie f illing. Repeat. Chill until set. Keep refrigerated. 

QUICK AND EASY MEATBALLS 

3 lbs. hamburger 
1 can (12 oz.) evaporated milk 
2 C. Quick Quaker Oats® 
2 eggs 
Onion or onion flakes to taste 

Arenzville United Methodist Church 

Brenda Beets MAGIC MARSHMALLOW PUFFS Trish CundifF 

2 tsp. salt 
1/2 T. garlic powder 
2 tsp. chili powder 
1/2 tsp. pepper 

Mix the above and form into small balls and place in a greased 9x13 
pan. 

Sauce: 
1 C. brown sugar 
1 C. ketchup 
1/2 C. Thick & Rich 

Barbecue Sauce® 
1/2 C. Western dressing 

1/2 tsp. garlic salt 
1/2 tsp. onion salt 
1 T. onion f lakes 
1/2 C. water 

Heat to boiling and pour over meatballs and bake 45 minutes at 350° 

CHICKEN M-M GOOD 

8 slices bread torn for dressing 
2 C. (or more) diced chicken 
1/2 C. chopped celery 
1/2 C. chopped green pepper 
1/2 C. chopped onion 
1/2 C. mayonnaise 

Cheryl (Eaker) Schmollinger 

2 eggs, beaten 
1 1/2 C. milk 
1 can mushroom soup 
salt and pepper to taste 
grated cheese 
1 chicken bouillon cube 

CHICKEN ALA KING 

6 T. oleo 
2/3 C. flour 
1 tsp. salt 
2 C. chicken broth 
1 sm. can mushrooms 

Sally Lippert 

2 C. milk 
4 C. diced cooked chicken 
1 C. frozen peas (or fresh) 
1 carrot, coarsely grated 

Mix peas and carrot and partially cook (3 minutes in a microwave on 
high.) In saucepan, melt oleo, blend in flour and salt. Add chicken 
broth and milk and stir until sauce is thick. Add cooked chicken and 
drained vegetables and heat through. Serve over biscuits or in patty 
shells. 

1/4 C. sugar 
1 tsp. cinnamon 
2 cans crescent dinner rolls 

16 Ig. marshmallows 
1/4 C. melted butter 

Combine sugar and cinnamon. Separate dough. Dip marshmallows in 
butter, then in sugar-cinnamon. Place marshmallows on wide end of 
dough triangle. Fold corners over and roll toward point. Squeeze 
edges to seal dough. Dip point side in butter and place buttered side 
down in greased muffin pan. Place pan on cookie sheet. Bake at 375° 
for 10-15 minutes. Drizzle with icing. 

Icing: 
1/2 C. powdered sugar 
2-3 tsp. milk 

YEAST ANGEL BISCUITS 

5 C. flour 
1/4 c. sugar 
3 tsp. baking powder 
1 tsp. salt 
1 tsp. soda 

1/2 tsp. vanilla 

Alice Mattes 

1 C. shortening 
1 pkg. dry yeast in 2 T. warm 

water 
2 C. buttermilk 

Grease 8x14-inch dish. Place half of bread in bottom. Pour mixture of 
chicken, celery, green pepper, onion, mayonnaise, bouillon and season¬ 
ings over first mixture. Then add egg, milk and soup mixture. Top with 
other half of bread. Refrigerate several hours or overnight. Bake 50-60 
minutes at 325-350°. Last 10 minutes add grated cheese. Bake until 
melted. Serves 6-7. 

Sift dry ingredients. Cut in shortening. Add 1 cup buttermilk. In second 
cup of buttermilk, stir in yeast Add to first mixture. Put in floured bowl 
and put in refrigerator. It will keep for a week in refrigerator. Roll out 
dough about 1/2 inch and cut Bake 15 minutes at 4000. 

KITCHEN SALAD 

2 pkgs. orange Jell-o® 
1 (#2 can) crushed pineapple 
3 C. miniature marshmallows 
2 C. Cool Whip® 

Aileen Crawford 

2 T. mayonnaise 
2 T. powdered sugar 
1/4 C. grated American cheese 

Drain pineapple. Boil juice with enough water to make 4 cups. Dis¬ 
solve Jell-o in 9x13-inch pan. Add pineapple. Immediately cover with 
marshmallows. Mix Cool Whip with powdered sugar and mayon¬ 
naise. Spread over marshmallows. Grate cheese and sprinkle on top. 
Chill 6 hours or overnight. 

MARINATE FOR PORK CHOPS 

1 lb. can pineapple juice 
2 T. Worcestershire Sauce 
1/2 C. brown sugar 

Linda Stinson 

16 oz. Open Pit B-B-Q Sauce® 
1 med. minced onion 

Mix and marinate 1 or 2 days in refrigerator. Make sure all meat is 
covered. Makes enough for large amount of meat. May store unused 
portion in refrigerator for several days. 
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MARKETPLACE 
Used meat saws, sheers, grinders, tenderizers and other 
butchering equipment. 2615 South 1st, Springfield, 
Illinois. Phone (217) 522-3934. 

TRENCHERS—New and Used—$1,250 and up. Ditch 
Witch Sales, Inc., 107 Troy Road, Collinsville, IL 62234. 
Phone (618) 345-6262. Mo. (314) 436-2133. 

INSULATION—4x8 sheets, Foil backed foam—factory 
seconds—easy to install. Contact Ken Nichols at 
(800) 424-1256. 

POST FRAME BUILDINGS—Farm, commercial, 
residential. Bill Parkinson, Hardin, IL 62047, Phone 
(618) 576-2287 or (800) 225-8070. 

Used and new restaurant and concession equipment. Ice 
machines, grills, fryers, sinks, poppers, ice cream 
machines, etc. Erio Sales, 2615 So. 1st, Springfield, IL. 
(217) 522-3934. 

WANTED: TO BUY standing timber of all species. 
Highest possible prices paid. Selective cutting optional. 
Minimal land disturbance. D&F Logging, Ava, IL 
(618) 426-3065, (618) 426-9001. 

TRAILERS. All types for pickups, horse, stock, utility, 
cargo, grain, utility-dump. 75-100 in stock. Rawlings 
Trailer Sales, Hopedale, IL. (309) 449-3309. 

WATER CONDITIONER with No Salt, No 
Maintenance, No Electricity, No Replacement Parts. 
Call (800) 500-3303. Tower Hill, 111. Ask for Bob. 

WORK CLOTHES 
GOOD CLEAN Rental-type work clothes, 6 pants and 6 
shirts to match $29.95. Lined work jackets-$9.95. 
Satisfaction Guaranteed! Send sizes with check or money 
order plus $5-S&H to: WALT’S WHOLESALE, 
P.O. Box 208-E, Darlington, SC 29532. or MC/Visa 
orders (800) 233-1853. 

LLAMAS ARE VERSATILE! They will-guard livestock 
from predators, carry up to 100 pounds, pull carts, provide 
a soft, warm wool for spinning and crafts, walk in parades, 
and be wonderful companions! Come and experience 
llamas for yourself! Tranquility Llamas, Bloomington, 
Illinois. (309) 963-4553. 

ATTENTION EARLY CHILDHOOD TEACHERS: Are 
your Learning Centers boring or your circle time dragging? 
My booklet has over 25 great ideas that have proven to 
be effective in the classroom. Send $5 to: Creative Ideas, 
5086 Old Marion Rd., Metropolis, IL 62960. 

ASSEMBLY JOBS! CLERICAL JOBS! Mail processing 
jobs! Homeworkers needed immediately for good honest 
paying jobs! Send long SASE to: Charlin, Box 7158-P, 
Albuquerque, NM 87194. 

MAGNETIC THERAPY is reported by many to give 
relief from: pain, migraine, headaches, allergies, arthritis, 
etc. (800) 500-3303, ask for Bob. 

BASKETWEAVING, CHAIRSEATING SUPPLIES, 
OAK Baskets, Books, Kits. Quality. Prompt. Discounted. 
Catalog $1.00. Ozark Basketry, Box 599-REN, 
Fayetteville, ARK 72702-0599. (501) 442-9292. 

20/20 WITHOUT GLASSES! Safe, rapid, nonsurgical, 
permanent restoration 6-8 weeks. Airline pilot developed, 
doctor approved. Free information by mail: (800) 422- 
7320 Ext. 124., (406) 961-5570, FAX (406) 961-5577, 
http.://www.visionfreedom.com. SATISFACTION 
GUARANTEED. 

PLANNING A FLORIDA VACATION? Fish Haven 
Lodge on beautiful Lake Juliana is the place for you. 
Located in central Florida, only 30 min. from Disney 
World. Lakefront housekeeping cottages, adult mobile 
home park and large R.V. lots are available. Some of 
Florida’s most reasonable rates. Write Fish Haven Lodge, 
Box 1, Fish Haven Road, Aubumdale, FL 33823. Phone 
(941) 984-1183. 

LET THE GOVERNMENT FINANCE your new or 
existing small business. Grants/loans to $800,000.00. Free 
recorded message: (707) 449-8600. (HX7). 

SAVE 75% ON WORK CLOTHES! Uniform rental 
returns in excellent condition. Money back guarantee, 
free brochure. Suntex Recylcing, toll free (800) 909-9025, 
24 hours-7 days. 

Fiberglass corrugated, 26-inch wide. 8-10-12 foot long. 
8 ft.-$4. 12 ft-$6. Large supply, all colors. Dongola, IL. 
(618) 827-4737. 

VISIT CAVE IN ROCK, IL Stay at C.LB. Motel. Couple 
daily $32.90. Third day is half price. Phone: (618) 289- 
3296. 

JUKEBOX: WANTED OLD JUKEBOX, any condition. 
Phone John (217) 924-4566. 

PLAY GOSPEL SONGS by EAR! Add Chords, Piano, 
Organ. 10 easy lessons $7.50. Guaranteed. Davidsons, 
6727R1 Metcalf, Shawnee Mission, Kansas 66204. 

WANTED: BEANIE BABIES. Mark Luedke, Box 7, 
Broadlands, IL 61816. (217) 834-3331 evenings. 

DISTRIBUTORS WANTED. Commissions. Booming 
nutraceutical/health company. Patented products limit 
competition. Voted one of best products 1996. 
Mannatech independent representative. (888) 240-9497. 

WEIGHT LOSS SECRET of the STARS! Now available 
to the general public. Miracle weight loss product of the 
90’s. For more information, call (618) 439-3883. 

BUYING—OLD STUFF, CROCKS, JUGS with adver¬ 
tising or local town names. Animals/figures made of 
pottery, old posters, anything unusual. 6910 State Rt. 
163, Millstadt, IL 62260. (618) 476-7178. 

MIDWEST BIRD and ANIMAL SWAP and sale. 
August 31 and September 28 at Monroe County 
Fairgrounds, Waterloo, IL. (618) 939-6809. 

ARE YOU RECEIVING PAYMENTS on property you’ve 
sold? Get cash now! We buy owner-financed mortgages, 
contracts for sale, trust deeds. Residential, commercial, 
multi-family, land. (800) 872-5686. 

GREAT EXTRA INCOME IDEA! Assemble craft 
products at home for Best companies—offering variety 
of work. Information Call: (800) 377-6000 Ext. 6250. 

INDEPENDENT REAL ESTATE BROKERS—want 

to affiliate with a national franchise without a huge 
investment? According to the National Assn, of Realtors, 
joining a franchise increased both sales and profits for 
more than 2/3 of the brokers who joined a franchise Now 
you can join the only company in America that sells real 
estate instead of franchises! National lead system and a 
small investment. For more information, write: P.O. Box 
160, Golconda, IL 62938, or call (618) 683-4203. 

ADVERTISE on the INTERNET, very reasonable. Also 
if interested in SELLING WEB pages, call (217) 324- 
5686 or 5398. 

Ten BEST HOG BUTCHERIN’ RECIPES. Send $3 and 
LSASE to: Ellis Jones, P.O. Box 181, Harrisburg, IL 
62946. 

FARMERS ATTENTION: Save 10% on prepaid ftiel 
cards. Fuel Card, 9851 River Bend Rd., Benton, IL62812. 
(618) 435-4210. 

Make your next event spectacular. . .with the MAGIC 
& ILLUSIONS of JEFF HARPRING. Professional, 
affordable entertainment. (217) 496-2462. 

CUSTOM SAWMILLING with Portable Woodmizer. 
Your place or mine. Call Jim Virkler, (815) 692-2890. 

TAN AT HOMES 
WOLFFB Tanning Beds 

Buy Direct & Save 

Units as low as $20/mo. 

FREE Catalog & 

Factory Direct Sale 
Savinas Uo to 50% 

FtNANCIMO AVAILABLE Made In tie U S A 

Size*: 16 X 28, 20 X 28, 25 X 30, 30 X 38 
40 X 60,50X100 

Call Now (800) 581-5843 
American Steel Span 

Hawatt 
FARM TOUR 

THE BEST ESCORTED VACATION 
YOU’LL EVER FIND 

15 DAYS-4 ISLANDS 
.00 *1814 From 

PER PERSON• DOUBLE OCCUPANCY 
ADD $100 FROM EAST COAST 

Departs every Tuesday, January 13 through January 27, 

1998. Includes airfare, quality Hawaiian-owned hotels, 
transfers, baggage handling, a native Hawaiian escort 
flying with you from island to island, staying in OAHU, 
HAWAII (Kona & Hilo), MAUI and KAUAI. Sightseeing 
includes Honolulu City Tour with Pearl Harbor, Volcano 
National Park, Kona Coffee Plantation Tour, Parker Cattle 
Ranch Museum, Orchid Nursery, Macadamian Nut 
Factory Tour, Wailua Riverboat Cruise, Fern Grotto, 
Guava Plantation, plus more as listed in brochure. 

Open 7 days • Call for Free Brochure 
Includesd R/T Airfare • Groups Welcome 

1-800-888-8204 
Our 30th Year • Over a million satisfied customers 

SAWMILL $3795 
FREE INFORMATION 

Norwood Sawmills 
90 Curtwright Dr., Unit 3 

Amherst, N.Y. 14221 

1-800-661-7746 

NOT A "ROUND TOP"! 
NOT A "POLE BARN"! 

1004b ALL STEEL 
24x30x9 - S3780 
30x39x12- $4840 

,0?o9$?S) 

/"''Saroge/Shc 
V^JHobby Shop 

Steel Bldg. Co. 
P.O. Box 87 

Columbus, KS 66725 

1-800-959-0220 
FAX 316-429-8412 
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Please publish my word adverrisement for  times starting with the _ 

or less and 30 cents per word for each word beyond 20. Total payment enclosed is 

1 am a member of  

1. You must be a member of an Illinois rural electric cooperative in order to 
qualify for the special rates. Non-members pay $1.20 per word with a $24 
minimum for 20 words or less. Members must attach their mailing label to the 
order form. 

2. Advertising copy must be in the Illinois Country Living office 45 days prior to 
month in which ad is to appear. 

3. All ads must be in one paragraph form. No centered copy. Maximum of four 
all-capital words per ad. 

issue. For each month's insertion, I have enclosed $8 for the first 20 words 

  electric cooperative and my Illinois Country Living mailing label is attached. 

4. Cash, check or money order must accompany ad order. No billing or charges. 
Make checks payable to Illinois Country Living. 

5. Please type or print your ad neatly. Include your name, address and telephone 
number even if they are a part of the advertising copy you plan to run in the 
Illinois Marketplace. 

6. The publisher reserves the right to reject any advertisement. 

20 

Additional Words 

Mail to Illinois Marketplace 
Illinois Country Living, P.O. Box 3787 • Springfield, IL 62708 

  (use separate sheet if needed) 

Deadline for October issue: August 15 

ATTN: CISTERN & WELL OWNERS. A dial gauge 
that mounts inside your home that shows how many 
inches of water you have at all times. 100% guarantee. 
For more info.: Helbom Innoventions-2, P.O. Box 352, 
Sparta, IL 62286. Phone (618) 774-2500. Toll Free: 

(888) 333-7194. 

GOOD HEALTH is PRIME for everyone. Some 
WEALTH following makes life even better. No fees to 
join. No inventory required. No billing or collecting 
money. Leading nutritional health company lets you set 
your own pace from home or just become healthier. Call 
(800) 853-7918 for Health-Wealth information and enjoy 
the better life. 

BLEACHER RECLINERS: Portable bleacher seats 
for indoor or outdoor bleachers. RECLINES, excellent 
gift, impressive floor seat, www.swiftsite.com/brcorp 
(800) 621-2605. 

AUTHENTIC 1870 LOG CABIN. Located 4 miles west 
of Neoga and 1 mile south. (Trowbridge, IL). Antiques 
and crafts in house next door. Open daily 12 noon to 
5 p.m. 

FREE Catalog on Weight Management, Arthritis Relief 
and Stop Smoking Programs. All Herbal, All Natural 
Products. SAFE, EFFECTIVE and AFFORDABLE. Toll 
free (888) 462-3009. 

TRACTOR PARTS: New, used, rebuilt Ford, Massey, 
Allis, International tractor parts. Free Catalog. The 
Tractor Bam, Brookline, MO. (800) 383-3678. 

BIRD PROBLEMS: We have solutions! Rid-A-Bird 
products, Avitrol baits, repellents. Standish & Assoc. 
(800) 274-0105. 

SWENEY’S LLAMAS: Registered, breedings, exhibits, 
sales. Llamas as golf-caddies, sheep guardians, 4-H 
projects, investments. Farm visits welcome. AVON, IL. 
(309) 465-3847. 

LET THE GOVERNMENT PAY for your new or existing 
home. Over 100 different programs available. Free 
recorded message: (707) 448-3210. (8HX7). 

TAYLOR SOFT SERVE MACHINES, single phase, 
double with twist, standby, guaranteed. Erio Sales, 
2615 So. First, Springfield, IL 62704. (217) 522-3934. 

SNAPPING ROLLS and CONCAVES REBUILT. 
Serving the Midwest farmer for over sixteen years. Call 
us for prices. Ask about our new patented stalk cnishing 
rolls. B & R Welding, Gilman, IL (815) 265-7747. 

STOP MONTHLY CRAMPS the natural way—no 
chemicals—no side effects—no kidding! Call (800) 500- 
3303, ask for Bob. 

OSTRICH RANCHING-MIDWEST resource guide. 
Includes IA, IL, IN, KY, LA, MI, MN, MO, OH, WI. 
$7.95 TOMBEK Publishing, Suite 415 Adams Building, 
139 N. Vermilion St., Danville, IL 61832. 

NEED ENTERTAINMENT? Good Time Quartet with 
Harmony and Humor. “Have Pitch Pipe-Will Travel.” 
Call (217) 584-1356. 

Lee Wright, D.M.D. 
GENERAL DENTISTRY 

4337 Butler Hill Rd • Schnuck’s Butler Hill Plaza • St. Louis, Missouri 
(314) 892-2000 or (800) 4-DENTURE 

VACATION CONDO FOR RENT, Gelena, IL area. 
Private, Apple Canyon Lake. Two bedroom, fully 
furnished, newly decorated, overlooking lake. Walk to 
golf course, pool, tennis courts and restaurant. Excellent 
fishing. Weekend or weekly. Call owners at (217) 243- 
1199. 

MY MIDDLE-AGED adult son wants to give away his 
baseball and baketball card collection! Every unique 50- 
card package contains stars, rookies and special insert 
cards spanning several decades. Send: name, address, 
sport choice(s), plus $3 for postage to: Diane, Box 
1143-F, Portage, IN 46368-7401. Limit 10 requests so I 
can share my son’s collection with others. 

GINSENG ROOTS, large NORTHERN ORIGIN for fell 
planting. Seedbearing size $40 hundred, $350 thousand. 
Two year $30 hundred, $250 thousand. One year $18 
hundred, $150 thousand. Postage $5. Stratified seed and 
dry root. Dealers welcome. John Batz, RR 2 box 261, 
Pittsfield, IL 62363. Phone (217) 285-6022. 

THE PAMPERED CHEF® . Become a consultant, set 
your own hours, earn cash bonuses, free vacations, 
recognition. I’ll train you. (618) 736-2893. 

FIELD BROS. HARDWOODS 3,000 bd. ft. drying 
capacity. Call for information about group drying. WHSL 
& RTL Hardwoods, Effingham. (800) 515-KILN. 

EVERGREENS, DECIDUOUS TREES and LAND¬ 
SCAPE shrubs available for fell planting. For information 
write: Woodstock Nursery, W6291 Hwy. 95, Neillsville, 
WI 54456 or call toll free (888) 803-TREE. 

HERITAGE 
BUILDING SYSTEMS 

800-643-5555 
BUILD IT YOURSELF AND SAVE 

30 X 50 X lO  $5,28?) 

30 x 90 x 10  $8,390 

40 X 60 X 12   $8,322 

30 X 90 X 10  $ 13,023 

60 X 75 X 10  $13,040 

lOO X 200 X 14-MI   $50,082 
Commercial steel buildings featuring easy bolt up 
assembly from America's largest distributor, we have 
over 10,000 standard sizes of shop, farm, industrial, 
commercial and mini-warehouse buildings. All are com¬ 
plete with engineer stamped permit draw ings, 20 year 
roof and wall rust warranty. Call us today for a free 
information package and a quote on our top quality 
buildings or building component parts. 

Mini Warehouse Sale 
$16,125 

30' x 150' with 38 units complete with partitions 
w w w. m e t a I It I d g . c o m 
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Window film 
continued from page 18 
benefit in blocking summer heat gain. A lower number 
blocks more heat. 

The visible light transmission (VLT) factor deter¬ 
mines how dark the film is and the amount of glare 
from the window. A lower number is darker. Keep in 
mind that film always looks darker before it is in¬ 
stalled. The emissivity factor affects year-round utility 
bill savings and comfort in the winter. A lower num¬ 
ber is better. 

Since the sun is high in the southern sky near 
noon and early afternoon, direct heat through 
south-facing windows can be blocked by a large roof 
overhang. Another option is building a simple window 

flower box/sun shield. The flower box has opaque 
sides and a clear plastic top to block the fading UV 
rays. A do-it-yourself exterior vertical-sliding sun shade 
can also be effective. 

Write for Utility Bills Update No. 732—a buyer’s 
guide of year-round do-it-yourself (plus a sample piece) 
and professional residential window films listing 
TSER, SC, emissivity, VLT, tint colors, prices, installa¬ 
tion instructions and instructions for making a flower 
box/sun shield and sun shade. Please include $2 (with 
checks payable to Jim Dulley) and a business-size 
SASE, and send to Jim Dulley, Illinois Country Liv¬ 
ing, P.O. Box 3787, Springfield, IL 62708. To read 
previous columns, go to http://www.dulley.com. 

Chasing parts 
continued from page 18 
Place is like a trip through the Twi¬ 
light Zone. There is this guy stand¬ 
ing at the counter who looks 
suspiciously like Rod Serling on 
Prozac. In front of him are two 
guys drinking coffee, the UPS man 
with a dolly full of boxes, and a 
long counter with several open 
books. Behind him, partially hid¬ 
den by a partition, is the place they 
store all those mysterious parts. 
They have parts everywhere—parts 
on shelves, on the floor, hanging 
from the ceiling. I mean, you want 
a farm part? This is the place to go 
for it! 

BC and I open the door and 
the bell sounds our arrival. Every¬ 
one in the whole room turns and 
looks at you. This is one of those 
few times in your life that you have 
everyone’s undivided attention; I 
wish ringing a bell worked on hus¬ 
bands and kids. I approach Rod 
Serling, tell him my name and 
hand him my husband’s detailed 
note. 

Rod asks, “What is the make, 
model number and year of your 
tractor, Mrs. Wildemuth?” 

“It should be in the note.” 

“I’m afraid it isn’t.” 
“Is it important to know that7” 
“Very.” 
My son comes to the rescue 

with the answer and my breathing 
returns to normal. Rod leafs 
through his book and then goes in 
search of the part. He returns with 
a large box and three different size 
bolts. “Which size bolt do you 
think he’ll want7” 

“I don’t suppose that’s in the 
note?” 

“I’m sorry, Ma’am, it isn’t.” 
My heart starts pounding rap¬ 

idly, and I’m halfway through a hot 
flash when I ask the Part Man, 
“Do you know it’s 98 degrees out¬ 
side with a heat index of 105?” 

“Yes, Ma’am. Now will that be 
3/16, 1/8, or 1/4?” 

“I’m sorry, what did you say?” 
“What size bolt do you think 

your husband will need?” 
“Give me all three and I’ll re¬ 

turn the ones he doesn’t use.” 
“But there’s a restocking 

charge.” 
“It’s okay. Give me all three, I 

don’t want to take any chances.” 
He smiles at me knowingly, 

“Running a little behind at home?” 
“Four days.” I answered, my 

hands shaking as I finish writing 
him a check for the part. 

“Mrs. Wildemuth?” 
Fearing he’s going to ask me 

another farm part question I don’t 
know the answer to, I yell, “What7” 

“Have a nice day,” he answers 
with a pleasant smile. 

I take the part home, set it on 
the kitchen table and get lunch 
started. Husband comes in hot and 
tired from the field for lunch, 
“You’re going to think this is 
funny.” 

The hair on the back of my 
neck is standing straight up. “I 
am: 

“I took a part off the old trac¬ 
tor and put it on the new one and 
it works like a dream so I won’t be 
needing that part after all. Suppose 
you’d better take it back to the 
Parts Place tomorrow.” 

Husband and I have been mar¬ 
ried for over 15 years. In all those 
years I’ve never considered divorce 
an option, but I have, on occasion, 
contemplated murder! 

Susan Wildemuth is a writer who 
lives in rural Illinois with her hus¬ 
band, son and Spud the Dog. 

For Reliable Rural Buildings, Call 

1-800-356-9682 
Wick 
Buildings® 

45 DAY TRIAL 
•$199 & UP 

BETTER 
HEARING 

DEPT B34, Brookport IL 62910 
1 -800-320-3300 EXT B34 
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DATEBOOK 
The Tug, Aug. 1, Riverfront & Route 
84, Port Byron. (309) 523-3312. 

Antique Show, Aug. 1-3, Cross 
Country Mall, Mattoon. (217) 
235-3432. 

Decatur Celebration, Aug. 1-3, 
downtown Decatur. (217) 423-4222. 

Illinois Fan Festival, Aug. 1-3, 
Old Lake Hillsboro, Hillsboro. 
(309) 829-7883. 

Lincoln Prairie Festival, Aug. 2, 
Petersburg. Sponsored by the Fu¬ 
ture Problem Solvers of PORTA 
High School, this day-long event 
around the square downtown fea¬ 
tures food, entertainment, crafts 
and lots of children’s activities. 
(217) 632-7363. 

Country Summer Frolic, Aug. 2, 
Jasper County Fairgrounds. (618) 
783-3399. 

Heritagefest, Aug. 2-3, Browning 
Mansion, Galesburg. (309) 344-2839. 

Prairie Tales, Aug. 2-3, Lincoln’s 
New Salem Historic Site, Peters¬ 
burg. (217) 632-4000. 

Pepsi Junior Masters Golf Tour¬ 
nament, Aug. 4-6, Westview Golf 
Course, Quincy. (217) 223-7499. 

Gun Creek Days, Aug. 6-9, 
Whittington, (618) 629-2190. 

Master’s International Shooting 
Championships, Aug. 7-9, PASA 
Park, Barry. (800) 978-4748. 

50th National Sweet Corn Festi¬ 
val, Aug. 8-10, downtown 
Mendota. (815) 539-6507. 

Illinois State Fair, Aug. 8-17, 
Springfield. Grandstand lineup in¬ 
cludes: ZZ Top, Aug. 8; James 
Bonamy (St John Michael Montgom¬ 
ery, Aug. 9; Symphonic Pops Or¬ 
chestra of Chicago, Aug. 10; Bryan 
White <St Vince Gill, Aug. 12; 
Kenny Chesney <St Alabama, Aug. 
13; Dishwalla <St The Wallflowers, 
Aug. 14; Terry Clark (St Clay 
Walker, Aug. 15. (217) 782-1979, 
or (217) 782-1979 for TDD users. 

30th Annual Willow Folk Festi¬ 
val, Aug. 9-10, Stockton area. 
(815) 947-3648 or (815) 244-3590. 

Bluegrass Festival, Aug. 10, Lin¬ 
coln Long Cabin State Historic 
Site, Lerna. (217) 345-6489. 

Southern Illinois Sweet Corn 
and Watermelon Festival, Aug. 
10-16, downtown Mount Vernon. 
(800) 252-5464. 

Macomb Gran Prix, Aug. 12-13, 
Downtown Macomb. Go-cart rac¬ 
ing. (309) 833-1315. 

World Free-Fall 
Convention, Aug. 1-10, 
Quincy Airport, Quincy. 
Nearly 4,000 skydivers 
from 49 states and 36 
countries made more than 
49,000 jumps during last 
year’s event. Spectator ac¬ 
tivities include hot air bal¬ 
loon and helicopter rides 
and a wind tunnel, which 
mimics the thrill of a 
fall.Visit the web page at 
www.frefall.com/ or call 
(217) 222-5867. 

Ya Maka My Weekend/ 
Boonoonoonoos! (which is Jamai¬ 
can for “a very nice happening”), 
Aug 8-9, downtown Rock Island. 
Hey mon! It’s the sixth year for 
this Jamaican-Caribbean Festival, 
featuring Reggae music, food and 
crafts from the islands. (309) 788- 
6311. 

American Thresherman Steam 
Gas Threshing Show, Aug. 14-17, 
Perry County Fairground, 
Pinkneyville. (618) 336-5268. 

Illinois Valley Woodland Expo, 
Aug. 15-16, Marshall-Putnam 
County Fairgrounds, Henry. Wood¬ 
working and forestry demonstra¬ 
tions, wood and natural crafts, 
seminars on forestry and wildlife, 
birdhouse building workshop and 
3-D archery range for kids, Travel¬ 
ing Talons show from the World 
Bird Sanctuary and a performance 
by Red Sands Native American 
Dance and Drum Troupe. Seminars 
include landscaping with native 
plants, outdoor power equipment 
safety, and agro-forestry. Sponsored 
by non-profit Prairie Rivers Re¬ 
source Conservation and Develop¬ 
ment. (309) 364-3979. 

Cobden Peach Festival, Aug. 15- 
16, Cobden School Ballpark, 
Cobden. Sponsored by the Cobden 
Lions Club, this event features a 
Peach Queen contest and the best 
peach cobbler. (800) 248-4373. 
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At-The-Woods Apple Dumpling 
Festival, Aug. 15-17, Main Street, 
Atwood. (217) 578-2734. 

Bob Town Days, Aug. 15-16, 
downtown Mount Carroll. (815) 
244-4424. 

Horseshoe Tournament, Aug. 16, 
Oakland. Tennill-Olinger Open. 
(217) 346-2341. 

Germantown Spassfest, Aug. 16- 
17, Schoendienst Field, 
Germantown. (618) 523-4243. 

Thunder on the Bay, Aug. 16-17, 
drag boat racing, on the Missis¬ 
sippi River in front of Kesler Park, 
Quincy. (217) 223-1000. 

Taste of Champaign-Urbana/ 
Cultural Arts Festival, Aug. 16- 
17, West Side Park, Champaign. 
(217) 398-2550. 

Okaw Indian Festival, Aug. 16, 
Lake Shelbyville Dam east recre¬ 
ational area. (217) 774-3951. 

Civil War Encampment, Aug. 16- 
17, U.S. Grant Home State Historic 
Site, Galena. (815) 777-3310. 

Plane Fun Day, Aug. 31- 
Sept. 1, Frasca Field, Ur- 
bana. This annual 
fundraiser for Lifeline Pi¬ 
lots helps the organization 
fly patients at no cost to 
medical centers away from 
their homes. The event fea¬ 
tures plane rides, children’s 
corner, concessions, 
airshow, and aircraft dis¬ 
plays. (217) 351-8492. 

White Squirrel Cruisers Car 
Show, Aug. 16-17, Olney City 
Park, Olney. (618) 392-2241. 

Grantfork Homecoming, Aug. 
16-17, Fireman’s Park, Grantfork. 
(618) 654-3150. 

Sparta Lion’s Club Car and Truck 
Show, Aug. 17, Randolph County 
Fairgrounds. (618) 433-3152. 

Old Settlers’ Celebration, Aug. 
20-21, Courthouse Square, 
Hillsboro. (217) 532-3118. 

Cowden Pioneer Days, Aug. 22- 
24, Village Park, Cowden. (217) 
774-2244. 

Great River Golden Games, Aug. 
22- 23, Quincy. Track and field, bowl¬ 
ing and even Yard Jarts for Senior 
Olympians. (217) 222-1400. 

Lincoln Art and Balloon Festival, 
Aug. 22-24, Logan County Fair¬ 
grounds, Lincoln. (217) 774-2244. 

DuQuoin State Fair, Aug. 23- 
Sept. 1, DuQuoin. Grandstand 
lineup includes: Clay Walker <$t 
Terri Clark, Aug. 23; Alabama, 
Aug. 24; Gospel Jubilee, Aug. 25, 
Oak Ridge Boys &. Marty Stuart, 
Aug. 26; Joe Walsh <Sc .38 Special, 
Aug. 27; Collin Raye & Mindy 
McCready Aug. 28; Dark-No Show 
on Aug. 29 <Sc 31; Billy Ray Cyrus 
and Rhett Akins, Aug. 30; and ZZ 
Top & Los Lobos, Sept. 1. Also, 
the World Trotting Derby, Aug. 30; 
ARCA 100-Mile Car Race, Aug. 
31; and USAC Silver Crown, Sept. 
1. (618) 542-2056. 

Sweetcorn Festival, Aug. 23, down¬ 
town Urbana. (217) 384-6304. 

Train Fair, Aug. 23, 1 Gary K. 
Anderson Plaza, Decatur. (217) 
422-7300. 

Midwest Salute to the Masters 
Festival of Fine Art, Aug. 23-24, 
Fairview Heights, Longacre Park. 
(618) 397-9111. 

Corn Festival, Aug. 23-24, down¬ 
town Normal. (309) 454-9557. 

Kirchenfest, Aug. 23-24, St. Paul 
Church, Highland. (618) 654-2339. 

Living History Weekend, Aug. 
23- 24, Fort Massac State Park, Me¬ 
tropolis. A historical visit with the 
Massiac Marines. (618) 833-8697. 

For motorcycle 
racing enthusiasts: 
Three races in the Grand 
Nationals Series grace 
the Illinois calendar of 
events in August. In Peo¬ 
ria, the TT Race Week¬ 
end kicks off Aug. 1 Sc 2 
with short-track racing. 
Also, on Saturday morn¬ 
ing a parade, which ex¬ 
tended 7 miles last year, 
wends around Motorcycle 
Race Park and on to 

downtown, where there will be a motorcycle show, a hog roast—that’s 
pork, not Harleys—vendors and bands on the riverfront. The race on Sun¬ 
day, Aug. 3, at 49 is the oldest sanctioned dirt track motorcycle race in 
the nation. It features the famed “Peoria jump” in which riders begin the 
jump steering in one direction and land facing another. For details, call 
(800) 747-0302. 

Then, on Aug. 9, the Mississippi Valley Half-Mile race will be at 
Quad City Downs in East Moline, where a cushion of limestone provides 
lots of slides in the corners. Call (815) 537-2087 for details. 

Later this month, the Springfield Mile, on Aug. 31 at the Illinois 
State Fairgrounds boasts the fastest track in the nation. For details, call 
(217) 753-8866. 
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Ripple Hollow Rendezvous, Aug. 
23-24, Trail of Tears Lodge and 
Sports Resort, Jonesboro. Archery 
and muzzleloader woods walk. 
(618) 833-8697. 

Stewardship Saturday, Aug. 23, 
Cypress Creek National Wildlife 
Refuge and Cache River Wetlands. 
Volunteer work day for a variety of 
conservation projects. (618) 634- 
2231. 

1800s Craft Fair, Aug. 24, Postville 
State Historic Site. (217) 732-8930. 

LPGA State Farm Rail Classic, 
Aug. 25-Sept. 1, Rail Golf Course, 
Springfield. (217) 528-5742. 

Central States Thresherman’s 
Reunion, Aug. 28-Sept. 1, 
Threshermen’s Park, Pontiac. (800) 
835-2055. 

Amish Country Cheese Festival, 
Aug. 29-30, downtown Arthur. 
(800) 722-6474. 

Budweiser Illinois Blues Festi¬ 
val, Aug. 29-30, Peoria Riverfront. 
(309) 673-2263. 

Ethnic Festival, Aug. 29-Sept. 1, 
Illinois State Fairgrounds, Spring- 
field. (217) 529-8189. 

City Wide Yard Sale, Aug. 30, 
Oakland. (217) 346-3274 

Yesteryear Fair, Aug. 30-31, Ma¬ 
con County Museum, Decatur. 
(217) 422-4919. 

Radio-Controlled Benefit 
Airshow, Aug. 30-31, Taylor Air¬ 
port, Quincy. See about 275 large 
radio-controlled aircraft. It’s free, 
but donations taken at the gate 
benefit the Muscular Dystrophy As¬ 
sociation. (573) 393-2098. 

Rock Island Argus Go-Kart 
Gran Prix, Aug. 30-31, Rock Is¬ 
land. (309) 788-6311. 

Wheeling Around the Country 
(formerly PACRACC), Aug. 30-31. 
Non-competitive bicycle tour of 
McLean, Woodford and Tazewell 
Counties, beginning at Normal 
Community West High School. 
Sponsors include Vitesse cyclery 
and McLean County Wheelers. 
(309) 452-2728 or (309) 664-0512. 

National Sweet Corn Festival 
Sweetheart Pageant, Aug. 30- 
Sept. 1, McFerren Park, 
Hoopeston. (217) 283-7873. 

Annual Pioneer City Rodeo and 
Labor Day Celebration, Aug. 30- 
Sept. 1, Pioneer City Arena, 
Leaverton Park, Palestine. (618) 
586-2222. 

Popcorn Festival, Aug. 30-Sept 1. 
Fairview Park, Casey. (217) 932- 
5951. 

Argyle Antique Gas Engine 
Show, IH Summer Expo <SL 

Colchester Miners Picnic, Aug. 
29-Sept. 1, Argyle State Park, 
Colchester. It’s a combined event 
featuring the Summer Expo of the 
International Harvester Collectors 
Club, the 125th annual miner’s 
picnic and the 21st annual antique 
gas engine show. Features include 
a large shaded flea market and 
craft area and an International 
Harvester parade on Saturday. 
(309) 458-6652. 

Artistry in Wood, Aug. 30-31, 
Springfield. Learn how to carve 
from about 40 woodcarvers nation¬ 
wide, who will display their work at 
the Illinois State Fairgrounds Illi¬ 
nois Building. Carvings and tools 
will be offered for sale, and several 
free seminars are scheduled. (217) 
635-5304. 

Taste of Stockton, Aug. 31, in the 
park, Stockton. (815) 947-3710. 

/   \ 
Ongoing: 

The Illinois Shakespeare Festival, 
now in its 20th year, runs through 
Aug. 9, at Ewing Manor, 
Bloomington. (In case of rain, shows 
are performed at Illinois State 
University’s Westhoff Theatre in 
Normal.) Visit the web site at 
www.orat.ilstu.edu/shakespeare or 
call (309) 438-7314. 

Artifacts, Artifacts, Artifacts, 
through Aug 24, Steeple Building, 
Bishop Hill. Educational exhibit 
using objects from the permanent 
collection of the Bishop Hill Heri¬ 
tage Association. Swedish immi¬ 
grants seeking religious freedom 
founded Bishop Hill in 1846; it is a 
National Historic Landmark and is 
in the National Register of Historic 
Places. (309) 927-3899. 

With a View to the Southwest: 
Dorothy Dunn and a Story of 
American Indian Painting, 
Dickson Mounds Museum, 
through Sept. 7. Two exhibits orga¬ 
nized by the Museum of Indian 
Arts and Culture, Museum of New 
Mexico. The 100-year history of the 
Santa Fe Indian School is docu¬ 
mented, including 62 original 
paintings by students. Also at 
Dickson Mounds, Hickory Ridge 
Coffeehouse features noted folk 
musicians every third Saturday 
night and dulcimer workshops are 
ongoing. (309) 547-3721. 

Third Sunday Market, every 
third Sunday through November, 
Interstate Center, Bloomington. 
Antiques, crafts and collectibles. 
Exit 160B from 155 & 174. 

The National Coal Museum, 
West Frankfort. One-hour tours 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. year around. Tour 
guides are experienced coal miners; 
visitors descend 600 feet to under- 

sCToundjnineH618)^937|2625^^^ 

Illinois Country Living publishes event listings as space allows, giving preference to events of regional or 
statewide interest. Event listings are provided by the event sponsors and the Illinois Bureau of Tourism. The 
magazine assumes no responsibility for the accuracy of information submitted for publication and advises calling 
ahead to confirm dates and times. To be considered for inclusion, send listings and photographs to Illinois 
Datebook, Illinois Country Living, PO Box 3787, Springfield, IL 62708-3787. 
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TULIP BULBS 

wmamm YOUR CHOICE 

T^r " ¥ OF COLORS! 
i Brilliant Color Every'Spring! 

-1 ® WW lAvrvone who lo\^ ^ sprir.u 
8^ HR 1 ^ I flowers loves the glorious color 

HK v^w:.aaj unci beauty of Tulips. And now 
F

;
C*H you can have as many as you 

'ifft want...in the colors you w’ant 
‘lilL JMjBjy ...and at an amazing low price! 

jktf&k-Jt wt% Th*s once-a-year offer features 
w|||j||W healthy, hardy bulbs (2 1/4 to 3" 

JHkc on « ui \ our choice of Six bnllnnt 
■HV^HH f mMML colors: Red. White. Yellow. Purple. 

raRS Pink, and Bi-Color. Best of all. you 

« pay just -c a bulb...48 bulbs for 
L ss Sc \\ hat a bargain: 

Guaranteed To Bloom! 
|f y sEmr 1 ■■ W lb CT\ item on tins page is 

t ^frWSm I' 'llKllc ' guaranteed to grow and bloom 
I Wr§ >l'’ir nphmiin^! 11 

H':y & , you arc no; - .meed with youi 
^ order :ipi>n arncal simply return 

ir 't # rl llrw -s ,JH \MKEp&''y ■'.:. w i.:\s Id- a !:.f. reluir i 
"’WBMm I We guarair.-.- many bf. x .u.s next 
sJKgSSf snnr.g normal Noon: th.e M.-, ond 

msmmm ' ; 'Oil send \<u: rKl i 

mHHBBHHHHHHHHi REPLACEMENTS! (NO time limit). 

More Top Choices For Carefee Blooms Every Year! 

TICKLED PINK 
DAFFODILS 6/$4.99 

Tickled Pink will add spice to 
your garden with its unusual 
cream and pink color. Very 
fragrant, so it's perfect in 
bouquets, in the garden or for 
naturalizing. 12-lacm. 

MIXED HYBRID LILIES 
10 FOR $7.99 

Mixed Hybrid Lilies are surpris¬ 
ingly hardy and dependable. 
They return each year, producing 
bigger dumps and more flowers. 
They're great tor naturalizing, too. 
10-12cm. 

CREEPING PHLOX 
12 FOR $4.99 

Dense evergreen foliage and 
hundreds of colorful blooms 
take care of problem areas fast! 
Michigan nursery' grown pink, 
purple, and white as available. 
1-year-old divisions. 

RAINBOW IRIS 
10 FOR $9.99 

Tall and stately, versatile, 
carefree, and beautiful beyond 
compare, you can enjoy these 
Irises in a rainbow' of mixed 
colors For less than a dollar per 
plant! Best of all. Rainbow- Irises 
multiply, so every year you'll be 
treated to more lovely blooms! 

CROCUS 
15 FOR $3.99 

Crocuses are usually' the first to 
bloom in spring, sometimes 
coming right up through the 
snow! These early-bloomers 
come in a rainbow of mixed 
colors. 5cm+. 

MIXED DAFFODILS 
25 FOR $5-99 

This money-saving assortment of 
Daffodils welcomes spring with 
a cheerful mix of yellow, white 
and bi-cotor blooms. These 
trumpet-shaped flowers are 
perfect on hillsides, under trees 
and in rock gardens - anywhere 
the sun shines. 10-12cm. 

If you are not happy with any item you order from us. simply return it within 15 days for a full refund 
or replacement, whichever you prefer. What's more, any items that do not grow and flourish to your 
complete satisfaction will be replaced FREE - with no time limit - for as long as you garden. 

MICHIGAN BULB’S 
LIFETIME GUARANTEE 

MICHIGAIV IT A BULB co.XN 

1950 WALDORF, N.W. F97 
GRAND RAPIDS, MI 49550 

I TR 3137 D 2 I 

YES Please send order as marked below lor fall delivery. Include 
all FREE bonus ilems due. All items are covered by your 

Lifetime Guarantee. 
MR. Please Print 
MISS 
MRS. 
MS  

QTY CAT.# ITEM COST 

13417 Tulip Collection-12 of each color below, 72 
in all - $4.99. Double Order-Get 2 collections, 
144 in all-$8.88. SAVE $1.00 

13342 Tulips, red 

Tulips, yellow Indicate how 
many of 

Tulips, pink each color- 

Tulips, purple 12 for 840 - min. 

Tulips, white 48 for $3.36 

Tulips, 2-tone (Order in multiples of 12 only) 

13359 

13367 

13375 

13383 

13391 

02717 Creeping Phlox (12/$4.99,24/$8.98,48/$16.96) 

05033 Mixed Hybrid Lilies (10/S7.99. 20 for $13.98) 

11577 Tickled Pink Daffodils (6/S4.99.12/$7.98.24/$14.96) 

09753 Daffodils (25/$5.99, S0/$10.48, 100/$19.96) 

09373 Crocus (15/S3.99, 30/S7.48) 

13698 Rainbow Iris (10/$9.99, 20/$18.98) 

21246 150-Pc. Bulb Garden (1/S9.95,2/$18.90) 

02832 50-Pc. Perennial Garden (1/S12.95,2/$22.90) 

6 FREE Grape Hyacinths with any order 0.00 
12 FREE Sunny Twinkles if order totals $10.00 0.00 
8 FREE Glory of the Snow (plus 12 Sunny Twinkles) 

if order totals $15.00. 
0.00 

6 FREE Striped Squill (plus 8 Glory of the Snow and 
12 Sunny Twinkles) if order totals $20.00. 

0.00 

□ Payment enclosed. SUBTOTAL 

□ Bill on my credit card. Indicate Postage & 
credit card no. and expiration Handling 

$ 

2.90 
date below. SALES TAX 

□ VISA □ MasterCard TN resTd^sil0/” 

□ American Express M0 res. add 4.225% 

□ Discover/NOVUS GRAND TOTAL $ 

You get valuable bonus items at no extra cost as indicated in red 
on order blank, and you receive easy planting instructions, too. 

MAIL THIS MONEY-SAVING COUPON TODAY! 

150-pc. 
BULB GARDEN 
$9-95 ea. 
Colors burst into bloom at 
the hint of spring until the 
first day's of summer with 
this garden! It includes 12 
of the most beautiful 
spring bloomers —150 in 
all. Each is guaranteed to 
bring glorious color to 
your yard spring after 
spring. You'll get Tulips, 
Dutch Irises, Mixed 
Daffodils, and more! A 
$25.00 value. 

50-pc. 
PERENNIAL 
GARDEN 
$12.95 ea. 
If you have a hard time 
choosing just the right 
perennials, relax. Our 
experts have done it for 
you. This 50-piece garden 
features 5 each of 10 
varieties. Only the most 
colorful, the most vigorous 
and the easiest to grow 
w'ere chosen. Enjoy the full 
range of colors, sizes and 
bloom times. All 1-year-old 
stock. 


