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WHY? 
HAVEN'T YOU CALLED FOR YOUR FREE 12 PAGE COLOR BROCHURE? 

LOOK AT WHAT YOU CAM DO WIYH THIS YCRSATIIE TREE! 
‘ '"'■v 

THESE TREES 
CAN GROW UP TO 15 FEET PER YEAR! 

WE SELL OUT OF TREES EVERY YEAR, ORDERS WILL BE 
FILLED ON A FIRST COME FIRST SERVED BASIS! 

The AUSTRiE@ is perfect for: 
• Windbreaks 
• Noise Barriers 
• Privacy Screens 
• Hedges 
• Wildlife Habitat 

• Shade Trees 
• Dust Barriers 
• Erosion Control 
• Landscaping 

Snow Fences 

I ' ,,<y , 

Just look at what our 
customers have to say 
about the Austree® 
“WE PLANTED THESE TREES IN A DROUGHT 
FOUR YEARS AGO. AFTER CONTINUED CARE 

AND GOOD RAINS, AS YOU CAN SEE, THEY ARE 

OVER 35 FEET TALL. YOU HAVE A GREAT 

PRODUCT!!! THE WORST THING IS I CAN’T 
HOLD ON TO MY AUSTREE BROCHURE.” 

DARLENE B., PEOTONE, IL 

“ I THINK I UNDERESTIMATED HOW MUCH 

THESE DARN TREES WOULD GROW! I HAVE GOTTEN 13 FEET IN EXACTLY ONE YEAR TO 

THE DAY I PLANTED. WHAT A BEAUTIFUL TREE ROW I HAVE. I REALLY LIKE MY KIOWA 

GIANTS, TOO.” 

CHARLIE B., SPRINGFIELD, IL 

“ I AM TRULY AMAZED AT THE GROWTH OF MY AUSTREES. IN THREE MONTHS I 

HAVE GOTTEN SIX FEET OF GROWTH. BY MY SIMPLE MATH THAT IS TWO FEET A 

MONTH! I LOOK FORWARD TO MANY YEARS OF WATCHING THESE TREES ‘ADD’.” 

IRA P., SPARTA, IL 

THE AUSTREE8 IS ONE OF THE 
HARDIEST AND MOST DISEASE RESISTANT 

TREES AVAILABLE TODAY AND IS THRIVING 
IN EVERY U.S. STATE AND CANADA! 

DON'T BE FOOLED BY IMITATIONS!! 
IF YOU DON'T SEE OUR LOGO, 
IT'S NOT THE MOST SOUGHT 
AFTER TREE IN THE WORLD, 
THE ORIGINAL AUSTREE®! 

LOOK FOR US ON THE INTERNET AT: http://www.rmausD.com 
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800-783-3553 
DON'T WAIT - SUPPLIES ARE LIMITED! 

YES! 
b 

[Name 

Please send my FREt 12 page color AUSTREE® brochure! 

Address 

State Zip 

Telephone 
Mail this coupon to: 

Rocky Mountain Austree®, Inc. 
P.O. Box 9307 • Colorado Springs, CO 80932 ILREA 



About the cover: 

On a recent wintry day, La Verne and Bob Malham 
welcome visitors to their retail orchard business near 
Carlinville where apples-and their best-in-the-state 
cider-still were plentiful. Home-based financial 
independence lured the Malhams to the orchards 1 7 

years ago, and theirs is typical of a growing number 
of smaller acreage farms springing up in Illinois every 
year. 
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Developing rural Illinois through cooperative efforts is the mission of 

Wally Furrow, state director of the Farmers Home Administration, 
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Illinois 

COMMENTARY 
Success hinges on cooperation; squeaky hinges get greased 

As a 40-plus year member of the Corn Belt 
Electric Cooperative, which serves rural customers in 
north central Illinois, I was pleased when asked to 
write a few thoughts about my life and work as the 
state director of Rural Development, an agency of the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture. 

From the 
time I was 7 years 
old my family 
lived and farmed 
in Woodford 
County. My 
father was a tenant 
farmer and 
worked hard to 
improve our 
circumstances. 
We moved four 
times during my 
first eight years of 
school. Each 
move was to a 
better farm and 
an improved 

lifestyle. The first two farms had no electricity or 
indoor plumbing. The third was a farm with 
electricity to both the house and the barn. It was 
here that my mother was first able to purchase and 
use a new refrigerator. I don’t believe I have ever seen 
her happier or more emotional than when they 
delivered that new frig. We had ice cubes, cold milk, 
and cold water for the first time in our lives and 
when you opened the door the light came on. You 
can imagine how excited my two sisters and 1 were 
when we didn’t have to make anymore trips to the 
spring, which was about 200 yards from the house. 

From serving as a commissioner of the Illinois Rural 
Bond Bank and officer of the newly formed Illinois 
Distance Learning Foundation, to being a member of the 
National Grain Association, Wally Furrow’s record of 
service to rural Illinois is long and distinguished. He was 
appointed by President Clinton to serve as state director 
of Farmers Home Administration in 1993. 
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That’s where we kept our milk, butter and other 
foods that had to be kept cool. Electricity made an 
unforgettable impact on our lives very early on. 

Growing up, I was the only child my age in a 
one-room school house and was the sole pupil in my 
class for eight years. Those first years of education did 
not serve me very well, but after high school, the 
Army and marriage and with the support of my wife, 
Lorene, I started farming. Through the years as my 
farming and agribusiness endeavors grew so did my 
need for water and electrical services and I remained 
sensitive to their availability. Now, of course, many of 
us are able to take these services for granted and 
expect their availability. 

In April 1993, I was appointed to the position of 
State Director of Farmers Home Administration by 
President Bill Clinton and the secretary of 
agriculture, upon the recommendation of Sen. Paul 
Simon. Farmers Home Administration (FmHA), at 
that time, was an agency that provided loans and 
grants to farmers, rural home buyers and rural 
communities. This opportunity was another wake-up 
call for me as I saw first hand the tremendous need 
in our rural areas for housing, water, health care 
facilities, fire protection, education facilities, nursing 
homes, child care, community centers, 
transportation and the list goes on and on. 

In 1993 FmHA had 320 employees and 62 offices 
in Illinois. In 1995 we went through a reorganization 
and transferred 109 employees to what is now known 
as the Farm Service Agency (FSA). Those employees 
continue to deliver the same credit programs to 
farmers that FmHA formerly provided. The agency 
once known as FmHA was abolished and Rural 
Development, USDA replaced it. Rural 
Development now operates with approximately 150 
employees and has 25 full time offices in the state. 
With a new name and new responsibilities the 
remaining staff continues to provide a wide array of 
programs. It is our mission to assist rural 
communities in improving the quality of life for 
their residents. Our programs have helped to directly 
provide safe, modest housing, modern sanitary water 

(continued on page 5) 
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and sewer systems; essential 
community facilities; and job and 
economy-boosting business and 
industry in rural areas. The 
agency makes direct loans and 
guarantees loans made by private 
lenders, and provides a limited 
number of grants. This past year 
Illinois was among the top 3-5 
states nationwide in the 
distribution of program dollars. 
This is particularly gratifying to 
me as I become more familiar with 
how great the need is in Illinois’ 
rural communities. 

The demand for affordable 
single-family housing and 
financing is at an all-time high 
and with the reduction of funding 
levels we are struggling to help as 
many people as possible. We are 
grateful to the many lenders who 
work as our partners in meeting 
this need. Every time they make a 
loan using our guarantee or lever¬ 
aging programs they help make 
our dollars go a little further. 

Demand for our other 
programs are equally as great. 
Community Facility loans are 
being requested to finance health 
care projects, assisted living 
facilities, shelter workshops, fire 
and rescue buildings and vehicles, 
day care centers, community 
buildings and many more types of 
facilities. 

Providing water to rural 
residents is another program that 
places high demand on our 
program allocations. We are happy 
to work as partners with the 
electrical cooperatives in this 
endeavor, as they can provide 
much needed assistance to rural 
water systems. Being well 
established in many areas enables 
the cooperatives to assist with 
meter reading, billing and other 
management services to rural 
water customers and we are 
grateful for their cooperation. 
Many of the board members on 
rural water system projects serve 
on the electric and telephone 
cooperative board as well. This 
leadership is critical. Having a 
safe, dependable water system for 
the first time is almost as 

important to the quality of life as 
electricity. 

Additional challenges and 
opportunities lie ahead as we 
realize the enormous benefits to 
be derived from telecom¬ 
munications, distance learning, 
and telemedicine technological 
developments. We must remain 
diligent in pursuing these 
innovations in order to assure our 
rural areas of the same services 
that urban areas enjoy. 

I am pleased to be the state 
director of Rural Development in 
Illinois during these times of 
tremendous change. The 
opportunity to make a difference 
has never been greater. Our 
success in improving rural life in 

Illinois hinges on our ability to 
form cooperative partnerships and 
develop joint projects. With 
shrinking state and federal 
budgets, it is more important than 
ever for public and private groups 
to unite in their efforts. I want to 
invite all the electric cooperatives 
and others to become our 
partners. Together, I know we can 
make a difference. 

If you have interest in finding 
out more about our agency and its 
programs, please call (800) 835- 
5159 for information about the 
office that serves your area. I want 
to thank the Association of Illinois 
Electric Cooperatives for the 
opportunity to share my thoughts. 

Lee Wright, D.MtD. 
GENERAL DENTISTRY 

4337 Butler Hill Rd • Schnuck’s Butler Hill Plaza • St. Louis, Missouri 
(314) 892-2000 or (800) 4-DENTURE 

MOBILE HOME OWNERS 
AN APOLLO INSULATED ROOF GIVES YOU MORE. 

MORE INSULATION MEANS MORE ENERGY SAVINGS. MORE COLOR 
CHOICES MEANS A MORE ATTRACTIVE HOME. COMPLETE WITH FULL 
SIZE ALUMINUM GUTTERING & DOWNSPOUTS... 

NO MORE COATING.. 
NO MORE LEAKS.. 
NO MORE NOISE.. 

50-F GASOLINE ALLEY 
INDIANAPOLIS, IN 46222 1 -800-333-9562 
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Today's 

TECHNOLOGY MD YOU 
The beauty of natural lighting 

Q. My kitchen, bathroom and 
• hallway are too dark. I prefer 

no-cost natural light. How effec¬ 
tive are low-cost do-it-yourself 
skylight tube kits? - G. S. 

A. Using natural lighting as 
• much as possible helps 

conserve energy and reduces peak 
electricity generation demand. 
With its excellent color 
rendition, natural light is 
especially appealing for kitchens. 
Foods look much more appetizing. 
Natural light is full-spectrum 
light which can help alleviate 
your winter blues. 

There are basically two 
reasonably-priced and attractive 
options for brightening your 
kitchen with natural light—a 
do-it-yourself skylight tube kit or 
a small high-efficiency standard 
skylight. If your ceiling is flat with 
an attic area above it, standard 
skylight installation can be tricky. 
A properly-shaped lightwell has to 
be built to get full advantage of a 
skylight. 

A skylight tube kit is a fairly 
new natural lighting option ideal 
for kitchens, bedrooms, halls and 
walk-in closets. There are many 
innovative designs to meet most 
house and roof designs. 

The basic design concept is a 
tube, between 10 and 20 inches in 
diameter, with a highly 
reflective-interior. The tube runs 
from the roof to the ceiling. 
Skylight tubes are easy to install 
yourself, so the expensive outside 
labor cost of installing a standard 
skylight is eliminated. 

On a sunny day, a skylight 
tube can provide the equivalent 
lighting of ten 100-watt light 
bulbs. From indoors, it looks just 
like a bright globe light fixture on 

the ceiling. The top of the tube, 
which extends through the 
ceiling, is covered with a 
waterproof clear acrylic plastic 
dome. 

The dome shape captures 
sunlight and is naturally cleaned 
whenever it rains. It extends only 
a few inches above the roof. An 
optional reflector can increase 
the brightness. The tube runs up 
from the ceiling to just above the 
roof. Since the various tube kit 
designs are sized to fit between 
the roof rafters, cutting is 
minimal. Complete do-it-yourself 
installation should take about 
two hours. 

Some designs use a reflective 
aluminum surface inside the 
tube. The sunlight bounces back 
and forth as it makes its way 
down into your kitchen, losing 
little brightness. Other designs 
use a reflective film bonded to 
the inside of the tube. 

If the attic space above the 
area where you need light has 
obstructions, choose a skylight 
tube made of flexible corrugated 
material. This special material is 

very reflective on the inside and 
can be bent and twisted in any 
direction. Several of the rigid 
tube designs have an angle 
sleeve, allowing the tube to 
change directions and to match 
the slope of any roof or ceiling. 

One unique skylight tube kit 
has an optional built-in vent fan. 
This is great to exhaust cooking 
odors or for any room to increase 
summer ventilation. The hottest 
air is always near the ceiling. 
Several models also have built-in 
electric lights for nighttime 
lighting. 

Skylight tubes are much 
more efficient than standard 
skylights because they have so 
much less surface area. The long, 
sealed tube, which is filled with 
air, forms an insulating column 
from the roof to the ceiling. 
When installed properly, there is 
no air leakage. 

Write for Utility Bills Update 
No. 554 showing a buyer’s guide 
of nine do-it-yourself skylight 
tube kits listing sizes, features, 
prices, installation instructions, 
efficient skylight manufacturers 
and a sizing chart. Please include 
$2 (with checks payable to Jim 
Dulley) and a business-size 
SASE, and send to Jim Dulley, 
Illinois Country Living, P.O. Box 
3787, Springfield, IL 62708. 

James Dulley is a mechanical 
engineer who writes on a wide 
variety of energy and utility topics. 

His column appears in a large 
number of daily newspapers. 

Copyright 1996 James Dulley 
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Watering chores, water bills! Sweating behind a roaring mower! 
Spraying poison chemicals and digging weeds... 

.you can end such lawn drudgery—here’s how! 

Amazoy is the Trade Mark registered 
, Patent Office for our Meyer Z-52 Zoysia Grass 

tip*. k 

Mow your zoysia lawn once a month—or less! It rewards you with weed-free beauty all summer long. 

(7) Ways Your Zoysia Grass Lawn 
Saves You Time, Work, and Money! 
®CUTS WATER BILLS AND 

MOWING AS MUCH AS 2/3 
Would you believe a lawn could be perfect when 
watered just once? In Iowa, the state’s biggest 
Men’s Garden club picked a zoysia lawn as “top 
lawn—nearly perfect.” Yet, this lawn had been 
watered only once all summer to August! 

In PA, Mrs. M.R. Mitter wrote “I’ve never 
watered it, only when I put the plugs in... Last 
summer we had it mowed 2 times...When every¬ 
body’s lawns here are brown from drought, ours 
stays as green as ever.” That’s how zoysia lawns 
cut water bills and mowing! Now read on! 

@ENDS RE-SEEDING 
NEVER NEEDS REPLACEMENT 

Plug in our zoysia grass and you’ll never have to 
spend money on grass seed again! Since you 
won’t be buying seeds, you won’t need to dig and 
rake — then hope the seeds take root before birds 
eat them or the next hard rain washes them away. 

NO NEED TO DIG UP OLD GRASS 
Plant Amazoy in old lawn, new ground, 

whatever. Set one inch sq. plugs into holes in the 
soil 1 foot apart, checkerboard style. Plugs spread 
to drive out old, unwanted growth, weeds included. 
Easy instructions with your order. If you can put 
a cork into a bottle, you can plug in Amazoy. 

®FOR SLOPES, PLAY AREAS, 
AND BARE SPOTS 

You can’t beat Amazoy as the low cost answer 
for hard-to-cover spots, play-worn areas, or to 
end erosion on slopes. 

Endless Supply of Plug Transplants 
Transplant plugs from established Amazoy as 
you desire — plugged area grows over to provide 
all the plugs you’ll ever need. 

' | Exclusive Step-on Plugger with 
orders of 600 plugs or more. 

Starting your lawn is easy with this sturdy, 2-way 
plugger. Cuts away unwanted growth as it digs 
holes for plugs. Saves bending, time, worlc. 
Invaluable transplant tool. 

® Zoysia Farm Nurseries 1997 
3617 Old Taneytown Rd., Taneytown, MD 21787 

IT STAYS GREEN IN SPITE OF 
HEAT AND DROUGHT 

“The hotter it gets, the better it grows!” Plug-in 
zoysia thrives in blistering heat, yet it won’t 
winter kill to 30° below zero. It just goes off its 
green color after killing frosts, begins regaining 
its green color as temps, in the spring are consis¬ 
tently warm. Of course, this varies with climate. 

®NO NEED TO SPEND MONEY ON 
DANGEROUS CHEMICALS 

Since zoysia lawns resist insects AND diseases, 
you avoid the risk of exposing your family or 
pets to weedkillers and pesticide poisons. Plug in 
Amazoy and save the money, avoid the risks! 

Thrives from part shade to full sun. 

Every Plug GUARANTEED TO GROW 
IN YOUR SOIL No Its, Ands or Buts! 

Read a guarantee no grass seed can match! 

Won’t Winter Kill. Amazoy has survived 
temperatures to 30° below zero! 
Won’t Heat Kill. When other grasses burn out 
in summer drought and heat, Amazoy re¬ 
mains luxuriously green. 
Any plug failing to grow in 45 days will be 
replaced FREE! To insure maximum freshness 
and viability, plugs are shipped not cut all the 
way through. Before planting, finish the sepa¬ 
ration with shears or knife. Our guarantee and 
planting method are your assurance of lawn 
success backed by more than four decades of 
specialized lawn experience! 

We ship all orders the same day plugs are packed at 
earliest correct planting time in your area. 

NOT SHIPPED OUTSIDE USA, or Into WA or OR. 

@ CHOKES OUT CRABGRASS 
AND WEEDS ALL SUMMER 

Your established Amazoy lawn grows so 
thick, it simply stops crabgrass and summer 
weeds from germinating! 

ORDER NOW! 
AND GET UP TO 

700 PLUGS FREE! 
TO: Zoysia Farm Nurseries, Dept. 164 

General Offices and Store 
3617 Old Taneytown Road 
Taneytown, Maryland 21787 

, Please send me guaranteed Amazoy as checked: 

□ 50 □ 100 PLUGS □ 100 PLUGS □ 300 PLUGS 

PLUGS + 10 FREE + 20 FREE + 30 FREE 

with Plugger with Plugger 

$59S $095 $1295 $1995 

+ + + + 
$3.15 S&H $3.50 S&H $3.85 S&H $4.60 S&H 

C 600 PLUGS 
+ 60 FREE 

with FREE Rugger 

ONLY 

$2795 
+ 

$8.25 S&H 

□ 1,000 PLUGS 
+ 350 FREE 

with FREE Plugger 

ONLY 

$4595 

+ 
$11.90 S&H 

□ Additional Plugger $g95 

SPECIAL OFFER! 

□ 2,000 PLUGS 
+700 FREE 

with FREE Plugger 

ONLY 

$7495 
+ 

$18.65 S&H 

Write price of order here $  

MD residents add 5% tax $  

Shipping & handling (S&H) $  
TOTAL $  

I enclose $  □ Check 

Charge credit card 

Acct. #  

□ MasterCard 

□ MO 

□ VISA 

Expiration Date_ 

NAME  

| ADDRESS_ 

| CITY  

■ STATE 
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MOBILE HOME ROOF PROBLEMS? 
Our New Insulated Roof System For 
Mobile Homes Is The Permanent Solution. 

•LIFETIME WARRANTY* 

* Eliminates Leaks * Eliminates Roof Noise 
* No More Roof Coating * Lowers Utility Bills 
* One Foot Overhang * Super Strong White Steel Roofing 
* 2" Thick Polystyrene Insulation 

Call toll free for free information package and prices 

SOUTHERN BUILDERS • 1-800-633-8969 
"Installing Mobile Home Roofovers Since 1983" 
V «/ 

WHY STRAIN 

CALL TOLL FREE 
1 (800) 543-6200 

To Haul HEAVY LOADS By Hand 

...or STRUGGLE to Move 

Overloaded Garden Carts in 

Soft Sod Up hill or Down? 

The Revolutionan DR5 POWERWAGON™ 
has BIG POWER-DRIVEN WHEELS: 4 speeds 
plus power reverse; dump bed: optional Electric 
Starting. Made to order for suburban/rural 
property owners, gardeners, businesses, 
vacation homes. FREE 
DETAILS including 
prices, specifications 
and "Off-Season" 
Savings now 
in effect. 

COUNTRY HOME 
PRODUCTS® 
Dept. 2356N, Meigs Road 
Box 25, Vergennes, VT 05491 

Hauls up 
to 800 lbs. 

with EASE! 

Wake Up Energized! 
Frustrated With 

Your Sleep? 
Do you toss and turn 

at night? Can’t seem to 

find a comfortable posi¬ 

tion? Does your back 

ache when you awake? 

These are signs that your 

mattress may not be 

supporting you properly. 

SELECT COMFORT® 
sleep systems comfortably 
contour to your body, properly 
support your back and spine, 
and reduce pressure points. 

Metal coil mattresses can 
create uncomfortable pressure 
points and provide uneven 
support over time. 

With a Select Comfort 
Sleep System, you can each get 

the firmness you want. 

Tests show it also 

helps properly support 

your back and spine, 

which can lower the 

tension in the sur¬ 

rounding muscles. 

So you can sleep 

comfortably in most 

any position and wake 

feeling great! 

Call For More Information 
You owe it to yourself to learn more about this 

revolutionary way to a better night’s sleep. 

Sleep Better On Air 
A SELECT COMFORT® sleep system 

doesn’t rely on springs or water, but on 

a cushion of air. Air gently contours 

to your body’s shape, reducing 

uncomfortable pressure points. 

For a FREE VIDEO and Brochure, call 

1-800-831-1211 
Ext. 7372 

lYe“ Please rush me a 
I FREE Video and Brochure. 

| Name  

■ Address  

City_ 

Zip_ 

. State _ 

Phone 
Ext. 7372 

I 
| SELECT COMFORJ 

I Mail to: Select Comfort Direct Corporation 

6105 Trenton Lane N„ Minneapolis, MN 5544^1 

“I make more 
profit from a 

1/4 acre 
greenhouse 
...than from 
100 acres of 
row crops!” 

- JeffBalduff, farmer and 
greenhouse vegetable grower 

You Can Too! Begin a profitable 
alternative to conventional agriculture! 

Diversify your farm income! Enjoy a 
more dependable and consistent cash flow! 

Farmers and land owners, just like yourself, are 
increasing their income dramatically growing high 
value specialty crops like tomatoes, cucumbers, 
lettuce, and herbs, year ’round, inside climate 
controlled, energy efficient greenhouses! With the 
use of soilless PERLITE growing 
methods, yields are increased and ^ 
quality is superior, without the 
use of harmful pesticides and 
herbicides! You’ll be producing 
out of season too, when prices 
are highest! 

FREE VIDEO 
OFFER! 

Call or write today and 
we’ll show you how to 

get your FREE * 
information packed 
video, “Your Future 
in Hydroponics”! 

*S8.50 shipping/ 
handling charge. 

Request our FREE 
Greenhouse Farming 
Information Pack and 
you’ll find out how to 
choose a properly de¬ 
signed greenhouse and 
growing system for 
controlled environment 
vegetable farming! 

In addition, you’ll learn 
about our Grower Tech-   
nical Assistance Program, Grower Training 
Workshops, Training Videos, Grower’s Manual, 
Newsletters, Annual Conference, and other 
resources valuable to greenhouse farmers! 

CropKing Inc. 5050 Greenwich Rd., 
Dept. WG/IL, Seville, OH 44273 

_PJion6-33OT69Y002 ^Jax_330_769:26l_6_ 

YES! Send me your FREE information on greenhouse 
* farming and tell me how to get the FREE video! 

Name   

Street   

City 

State  

Phone (. 

-Zip 
. WG/IL 3/97 
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s a specialist in farm business 
management and marketing for 

the Cooperative Extension Service, 
Gary Bullen is asked one question at 
least once a week. It goes something 
like this: “I just bought 10 acres. How 
can I make some money with the 
land?” 

The same trend is seen by Lowell 
Lenschow, manager of the Illinois 
Specialty Growers Association. “We’re 
seeing more and more people 
purchasing a small tract of land on the 
outskirts of a major metropolitan area. 
All of a sudden, they have this land 
and want to know what they can do 
with it.” His association serves as an 
umbrella for several other smaller state 
associations, including the Illinois 
Ginseng Growers Association, the 
Illinois Herb Association, The Illinois 
Irrigation Association, the Illinois State 
Horticulture Society, the Illinois 
Vegetable Growers Association, and 
the Illinois Christmas Tree Association. 

“It is amazing how often people 
jump into a new enterprise without first 
taking a good hard look at its 
feasibility,” Bullen tells an audience at 
a well-attended recent conference, one 
of several being offered around the 
state by CES, on growing and 
marketing small-acreage crops. 

“Without proper planning you will 
waste precious limited resources,” said 
Bullen, recalling the man who called 
him in July and asked if he knew of 
any markets for okra. “No, but I can 
give you a few recipes.” Bullen told the 
man. “Half the work is in the 
marketing.” 

The crucial first step toward 
successfully making a living off the 
land, Bullen advises, is to carefully 
analyze five factors: yourself, your 
family, labor, finances, management 

and market potential. 
“The decision to start an 

alternative enterprise will affect the 
entire family, so sit down with them 
and discuss everyone’s goals and 
preferences,” he said. “Is your family 
willing to make the sacrifices required 
to make the enterprise successful?” 

Analyze your resources, including 
land, soils, climate, water, buildings, 
machinery, and equipment. Is there 
adequate labor available when you 
need it? 

If you still think you and your 
family are ready to sow some seeds— 
but before you do—develop a business 
plan, one that includes a clearly 
thought-out and carefully researched 
market plan. You must know where 
you will sell the fruits of your efforts 
before you plant anything. 

To open new markets, he said, 
you’ve got to figure out what you can 
give customers that their local 
supermarket doesn’t. “Why is your corn 
better than the corn down the street?” 
he asks. “If you can’t tell me the 
advantage, you’re not going to stay in 
business.” What sets small-acreage 
growers apart is the fact that their 
produce is of better quality, tastes 
better, is of better color, is grown locally 
and sometimes organically, is just- 
picked or can be picked by the 
customer, costs less and is available in 
small quantities, because few people 
can produce anymore. 

“Customers today are demanding 
local, fresh, in-season produce,” said 
Bullen, who himself grew up on a farm. 
“People are looking for nutrition and 
health, which can be used as a 
marketing tool.” 

There is another market growing 
larger every day. It feeds on nostalgia 
and is called “entertainment” farming. 
“If I explained it to my grandfather, he 
would laugh at me,” Bullen said. People 
whose children or grandchildren grew 
up in an urban setting have no idea 
what it is or what it was like to live on a 
farm. Those people will pay money to 
bring those kids to the farm for a few 

hours or a day. 
“They’re paying for the experience 

to do that,” Bullen said. “They want 
things that make you feel good. Feeling 
and emotion. If you can attach an 
emotion to a produce, you can make a 
living.” 

They’re also paying for appealing 
displays offering variety. Grow 
pumpkins, for example, then add a 
haunted house and dress up as a witch. 

Grow a product and offer an array 
of related products, and you have the 
potential to lure visitors to your place. 
Herbs, berries, orchards, pumpkins and 
Christmas trees are the sorts of crops 
that lend themselves to hosting visitors 
who actually will pay you to pick their 
own. 

Many small acreage operations 
arrange for busloads of school children 
to come to their small farm for a 
nominal fee, knowing a bigger payoff 

comes when they bring mom and dad 
back. Many operations also are working 
with other similar operations and 
developing bus tours that include a 
couple of stops besides their own. 
People with enough disposable income 
to spend on a tour are likely to spend 
money at each of the stops, and they’re 
likely to return or to advise others to 
visit. 

It’s critical to be attentive to your 
customers. Bullen cited a survey that 
showed 15 percent of customers won’t 
come back if they feel the quality is 
lacking, 15 percent won’t come back if 
they feel the cost is too high, and 70 
percent won’t come back because they 
don’t like the people running the 
business. “They like friendly, cheerful 
people who serve them.” 
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Deftly, Bob Malham grasps a 
peach limb and slips a sharp knife 

through a tiny developing bud. Last year’s 
peach crop was lost to sub-zero 
temperatures, and he is eager to see if 
January’s frigid grip took yet another crop. 

The slice reveals a lime green color. 
“That’s live,” he says. Then he slices through 
another bud, and uses the knife’s tip to point. “See that 
little bitty brown spot in there? That’s the peach. That one’s 
dead.” He points back to the first. “That one’s alive. Oh 
yeah, we’ve lost some. Don’t know what’s left. But if I get 
two or three peaches on this limb, that’s all that limb can 
stand anyway. If I lose 80 percent, it won’t hurt.” 

It’s good news, but winter isn’t over, yet. While each 
tree seems lifeless in Mother Nature’s icy grip, each actually 
is developing important new growth deep within. Some of 
the Malhams’ most important work—pruning— must be 
done now, if there is to be bounty 
come fall. 

“There have been some tough 
times. Sure. You bet. Hey, you’re 
gonna take it on the chin. Mother 
Nature is not going to be nice to you 
all the time.” 

But she’s been kind enough 
that Bob and his wife, La Verne, 
have been able to make a modest 
living from their Macoupin County 
orchard, which is believed to have 
been planted in the 1880s, since they 
bought the property about 17 years 
ago. The Malhams, who will 
celebrate their 40th wedding 
anniversary in May, now own 125 
acres, with about 85 of them 
producing 21 varieties of apples. 

Twice now in the eight-year 
history of the Illinois Specialty 
Growers Association competition, 
the Malhams’ apple cider has been 
judged best in the state, first in 1991 
and again last year. 

Recent incidents of illness 
caused by E. coli contamination of 
unpasteurized cider in the East and 
in California have caused some 
concern about the quality of apple 
cider sold by operations like the Malham’s. The Illinois State 
Horticulture Society has met with Illinois Department of 
Health officials and is urging that the state set some 
standards for Illinois cider through education and inspection. 
But the Malham’s are quick to point out they use only 
picked apples in their cider and they discard all bad apples. 

Bob’s father and two uncles grew up on the property, 
and one of the uncles, a bachelor, bought the property in 
1945. On a visit 35 years later, Bob, a carpenter, casually 
asked his childless uncle what he would do with the 
orchards when he was too old to tend to them anymore. He 

was surprised when the uncle 
offered to sell it at a price he 
couldn’t refuse. 

Bob brought physical and 
mechanical skills to the enterprise; 
La Verne added promotional and 
marketing skills and a green 
thumb. 

“The market’s always been here, 
but Bob’s uncle didn’t promote a 
retail market,” said La Verne, 
which has proved far more 
profitable than wholesale for the 
Malhams. 

The Malhams do some wholesale 
business with grocery stores in the 
area and they also sell their fruit to 
other growers, when they 
experience a bad year. 
Occasionally, the Malhams are 
forced to buy fruit from other 
growers. But most of their business 
comes from customers who are 
willing to drive to their home at the 
orchard, on M.J.M. Electric 
Cooperative Inc. lines about two 
miles southwest of Carlinville. 
“Retail is the answer,” said Bob. 

The Malhams bought the mostly 
apple orchard, and then diversified. 

Bob’s uncle had some pears and a few plums, and the 
Malhams added more. “We sell bushels of them. Lots of 
bushels.” 

They’ve also added purple raspberries. An experiment 
with red raspberries proved unprofitable, especially as they 
tended to ripen in the middle of apple season when labor is 

Above, Bob Malham inspects damage to a tree 

limb caused by deer. At top, his wife, La Verne, 
pauses to speak to a visitor outside the couple’s 

retail fruit market at their home near Carlinville. 

NO m» &ML 
GARDiiTeflfl 

10 ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING ■ MARCH 1997 



spread thin, so the Malhams plowed them under. Purple 
raspberries, however, which ripen in late June or early July, 
give the Malhams an early crop to begin selling and they 
have been very profitable. 

If Mother Nature has spared the peaches, they will 
begin ripening in late summer and last through August, 
maybe early September. Plums and pears ripen in August, 
and then the apples are ready. 

A pumpkin patch also helps draw customers, and 
thornless blackberries have become profitable. The Malhams 
also grow some alfalfa hay, wheat and soybeans, but those 
are minor crops, used mostly as cover crops. 

People make the trip to the orchard to 
buy fruit for pies, jellies, and fresh eating. 
While customers once bought bushels and 
half-bushels to can, the Malhams have 
noticed an important new 

First in a 
periodic 

senes 
trend. “Now you seldom get 
anybody who wants to do 
that,” says La Verne. Few of 
their customers can fruit 
anymore. “It’s mostly by the 
pound, is the only way 
anybody will want them,” 
she said. 

Some tough 
competition comes from a 
couple of neighboring 
orchards, all of them 
offering retail sales. La 
Verne largely relies on 
newspaper advertisements 
to keep customers informed 
and to promote special 
events, and there seems to 
be plenty of customers to go around. “It’s a hassle. Hey! 
You’re in competition. You bet! ” said Bob. 

“But that’s all right,” said La Verne. She is quickly 
echoed by her husband, “It’s all right. There’s room for us. 
We’re never going to be millionaires,” he said. But the 
Malhams do have a comfortable home on their property, 
and, even on a cold day late in January, they still had apples 
and customers, “Because there isn’t a surplus of fresh fruit in 
Illinois,” said La Verne. 

The Malhams hire about 15 local people, but only 
during apple-picking time in September and October. But 
they also have 5 acres that are insured, where customers may 
pick their own apples. 

About two years ago when customers began asking 
about special events and tours, the Malhams began 
responding by scheduling special activities, like hay rides, 
which have been very successful. “They were wanting 
something to do,” said La Verne, noting it’s part of 
what marketing specialists call “entertainment 
farming.” The Malhams say that spells bigger 
profits. “People were real happy with it,” 
said La Verne. 

An important consideration of anyone 
thinking of starting an orchard, the 
Malhams say, is the fact it will take at least 
five years, sometimes more, for trees to 
begin producing, requiring a beginner to 
have other income. Because some farm 
jobs won’t wait, would-be growers must 
have the flexibility in their other 

employment of being able to handle that chore immediately. 
Then there’s the question of cost. New trees cost $5 to 

$8 each. “It takes approximately $ 1,500 to $2,000 an acre just 
to plant the trees. And then wait five years for your money 
back,” he said. And one of the biggest pests causing harm to 
trees, besides insects, is deer, which like to rub their horns on 
the trunks, damaging the protective bark. 

The strongest personality trait the Malham’s say an 
individual needs in a retail 
orchard business, is a 
fondness for people. “They 
have to like people ’cause 
you’re gonna deal with the 
public. Retail is the 
answer,” says Bob. Both 
quickly add that the job 
also requires a strong 
tolerance of working in bad 
weather conditions. 

Small-acreage farming 
also appeals to the couple’s 
daughter and son-in-law, 
Becky and Dale Conrady, 
who have two acres in 
strawberries at nearby 
Backwood Berry Farm. 
While Dale is involved in 
large-scale farming with his 
brothers and father, he and 
his wife just adopted a 
child and are attempting to 
diversify on smaller acreage 
so Becky wouldn’t need an 
off-farm job. 

A major drawback for anyone looking to live entirely off 
of a small-acreage farm, they point out, is the high cost of 
health insurance. Some business acumen is essential, also. “I 
brought some advertising and retailing experience, and 
marketing. And Bob had the mechanical training and 
carpentry skills. You need to know a little about 
everything.,” said La Verne. 

And, for a couple, a strong marriage is essential. After 
40 years of marriage, it’s not always bliss in their Garden of 
Eden “That’s hard to do, be a business partner and a lover all 
at the same time. That’s tough,” said Bob. 

Do they quarrel sometimes? “Damn right,” he confesses. 
How do they continue working when they’re angry? “She 
goes over there and works and I go somewhere else,” he said. 

La Verne, for instance, has a very different style of 
pruning than Bob. “You ought to see that blonde lady go at 
it,” says Bob, referring to La Verne’s prune-with-a-vengeance 
style. “Lot of times we can’t prune on the same tree, ’cause 

I’ve got my way of doing it and she’s got her way,” 
But, he admits, her way gets results. “She really 

works on ’em hard. She makes ’em produce!” 
What keeps it all working, said La Verne, 

is good communication skills. “In fact, our 
New Year’s resolution was to listen to each 

other better. It’s forty years and we’re 
still learning to do those things. So, 
you never get done learning.” 

-Stories and photos by Janeen Keener 

The Malham’s apple cider twice 
snared the best-of-state award 
from the Illinois Specialty 
Growers Association. Their 
produce also has won an array of 
top honors at the State Fair. 
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Clockwise from above: Elizabeth at one of her work stations. A technical drawing goes together, and some of the tools of the 
trade. 

Home business provides flexibility 
Elizabeth Harner is in an 

unusual situation. While there are 
people all over the world putting 
images on paper and yearning to be 
known as artists, she draws images 
and shies away from that title. 

“I’m a technical illustrator,” 
the rural Gila resident says 
emphatically, “and that’s what my 
business is all about.” 

Elizabeth operates her 
business, Technical Expressions, 
out of her rural home. Her 
husband, Kevin, also works out of 
the home. He’s an agronomist for 
Pioneer Hi-Bred International, Inc. 
They're Norris Electric Cooper¬ 
ative members. 

“It’s nice to be able to work at 
home,” Elizabeth says, “mostly 
because I can, to a certain extent, 
set my own schedule. I grew up on 
a farm in Indiana, and I remember 
my mother and the independence 
she had. She helped on the farm, 
but she didn’t have a job off the 
farm. Most of the time, she could 
just get in the car and go into town 
when she needed to.” 

With that flexibility in mind, 
Elizabeth set out to build her 

business, with firm business hours 
in mind. “I’ve got my hours set for 
8 a.m to 5 p.m.,” she says, “but 
that doesn’t always mean I’m here. 
I believe it’s best to talk to clients 
on a face-to-face basis at least 
occasionally, and I do a lot of that. 
And I believe it’s important to 
meet prospective clients personally, 
too. 

She notes that an occasional 
foray into town might well require 
her to be at the drawing board 
after “closing time,” if that’s what’s 
needed to get a job out on time. 

Elizabeth feels that she’s just 
about a natural for her job, since 
she’s been drawing since early 
childhood. “When other kids were 
reading,” she says with a smile, “I 
was drawing. I don’t even 
remember wanting to do anything 
else.” 

She was fortunate, she says, in 
that she had a couple of good art 
teachers. “I had the same art 
teacher from kindergarten through 
the eighth grade,” she says, “and 
she handed me over to another 
good teacher that I worked with all 
through high school.” 

It turned out that Purdue 
University had offered a two-year 
degree in technical illustration for 
some time, and started offering a 
bachelor of science degree a few 
years ago. “I went for both,” 
Elizabeth says, “and I was in the 
first class that graduated from the 
four-year program. 

“It was at Purdue that they 
really started sorting out art from 
illustration,” she adds, “and while 
there are a lof of differences and a 
lot of similarities, there are two 
main differences to me. First, most 
artists don’t measure to get the 
correct scale. While they try to 
make things look right, they tend 
to do that by eye. We measure. 

“Secondly,” she continues, “we 
draw things as they actually are, while 
artists try to put in an emotional 
content—they paint or draw a scene 
the way they’d like it to be.” 

Even so, she says, there is a 
very real blurring of the disci¬ 
plines, since illustrators will “clean 
up” a scene at the client’s request. 
“We’ll take out trash cans and 

Continued on page 22... 
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Do You Suffer Arthritic Aches and Pains? 
' llbk 

Now! Enjoy a PA/N FREE Life with 
100% Natural ARTHRON 

^Reverse Your Arthritis... 

Did you know, that you can actu¬ 
ally repair damaged cartilage? As 

cartilage deteriorates, it loses its protec¬ 
tive effect on joints, and allows bones to 
rub and grind together. The resulting ac¬ 
tion, of this rubbing and grinding, is de¬ 
formed, painful, stiff and sometimes swol¬ 
len joints. 

By helping your body help repair itself, 
you can greatly relieve joint pain, tender¬ 
ness and swelling. 

How Do I Help My Body 
Repair Itself? 

When you use ARTHRON, you can 
help your body repair the damaged carti¬ 
lage between your joints, so that once 
again you have healthy cartilage. You can 
experience relief without using toxic drugs 
or prescription medications that have 
harmful side effects. 

Prescription drugs can lead to serious 
physical damage. Peptic ulcers, gas¬ 
trointestinal bleeding...even kidney and 
liver damage can be caused by using 
NSAIDS. NSAIDS are non-steroidal anti¬ 
inflammatory drugs such as aspirin and 
ibuprophin. Cortisone is more dangerous. 

NSAIDS actually destroy your body’s 
cartilage. ARTHRON is more effective 
in treating arthritis, because it reduces 
pain, swollen joints and stiffness - with¬ 
out toxicity or side effects such as stom¬ 
ach irritations. 

Standard Drug Therapy 
and Prescription Drugs 

Anyone who has arthritis, and who has 
been treated with arpirin, cortisone, sur¬ 
gery, etc. knows that they can only ex¬ 
pect to receive limited relief. There is no 
real improvement or cure with prescrip¬ 
tion drugs. Standard drug therapy and 
prescription drugs can temporarily sup¬ 
press pain and inflammation, BUT can 
actually promote the progession of the 
disease by inhibiting cartilage repair. 
There is only temporary relief and numer¬ 
ous side-effects. 

As an alternative treatment to arthritis 
pain, there is a powerful blend of natural 
ingredients which have been used to treat 
bone and joint diseases. These ingredi¬ 
ents are completely safe (NO SIDE RE¬ 
ACTIONS WHAT-SO-EVER) and supply 
100% Natural Relief for "Deep In The 
Joints" aches and pains due to arthritis. 

They also reduce joint inflammation 
and stiffness, helping to provide you with 
greater freedom of movement. Even long 
term sufferers will receive relief. No more 
sleepless nights and painful annoying 
days. This 100% Natural Relief Prepara¬ 
tion is called "ARTHRON" and is now 
available, for the first time, to the public. 

contains 1000 mg. 
Glucosamine Sulfate 

60 Tablets 

What Can ARTHRON Do For Me? 
ARTHRON \s a 100% natural nutri¬ 

tional suppliment that is completely safe 
and effective. It helps your body fight the 
aches and pains of arthritis without the 
side effects of aspirin, ibuprophin or cor¬ 
tisone. ARTHRON has no side effects. 

The main ingredient in ARTHRON \s 
Glucosamine Sulfate: which contains 
two important building blocks for cartilage. 
This ingredient has been shown in recent 
studies to reduce pain and restriction of 
movement in arthritis sufferers.  

The ingredients in ARTHRONare\ 
Glucosamine Sulfate 1000mg 
Boswellin  300mg 
Bromalain 150mg 
Alfalfa Juice Concentrate 100mg 
Willow Bark 100mg 

BOSWELLIN: an alternative to NSAIDS. 
It has been shown to reduce pain, swol¬ 
len joints and morning stiffness. Also im¬ 
proves grip and physical performance. 
BROMALAIN: another powerful anti-in¬ 
flammatory ingredient, without the gas¬ 
trointestinal side effects of aspirin. 
ALFALFA JUICE CONCENTRATE: pro¬ 
vides 2 important benefits. It promotes a 

proper balance of hormones, an impor¬ 
tant factor in controlling the aches and 
pains, and it may reduce cholesterol lev¬ 
els. High cholesterol levels can impair cir¬ 
culation to inflamed or swollen joints. 
WILLOW BARK: has been used as an 
anti-inflammatory agent for thousands of 
years. When it’s chemically altered into 
salicylic acid, it's the basis for aspirin. 

Your body needs time for these natu¬ 
ral ingredients to gradually and naturally 
work their way into your system. Daily 
dosage is 2 tablets. One bottle contains 
60 tablets, a month’s supply. We strongly 
recommend that you give ARTHRON a 
real try for 4 months. You will need at least 
a 2 month supply since everyone is 
slightly different and the absorption time 
varies from person to person. Full results 
occur within 8 weeks (see graph). 

ARTHRON is completely guaranteed. 
To receive a refund for any unused prod¬ 
uct, simply return the tablets and con¬ 
tainer, a full refund of purchase price (less 
P&H) will be sent to you. To order 
ARTHRON, simply fill out the coupon 
and mail with your check or money order 
to the address below. We accept VISA 
and MasterCard. Call toll free 1-800-770- 
1155. All orders are shipped by FIRST 
CLASS MAIL. Offer void in IA and CT. 
This product is not intended to dianose, treat, cure or prevent 
any disease. ©1997. WGSI Trademark>WWi?OiirWGSI. 

FWILLOWS NUTRITION CENTER, Dept. ARB- 212 ™l 
| 179 Post Road West, Westport CT 06880 

I Please RUSH me ARTHRON- NOW! Charge my: DVISA DMasterCard 

I □ 1 Month (60 tabs) only $24.95 plus 
$3. post. & handl. (total $27.95) 

I □ 2 Months (120 tabs) only $45.95 
plus $4 post & handl (total $49.95) 

□ SAVE $20.85! 4 Months (240 tabs) 
only $85.95 plus $5 post & handl 
(total $90.95) 

□ SAVE $52.70! 6 Months (360 tabs) 
only $115.00 (inclds post & handl) 

! Enclosed is check/M.O. for $  

L CHARGE ORDERS Call Toll Free 1-£ 

Acct #  Exp I 

Sig natu re  

Name  I 

Address  | 

City  I 

State Zip  I 

Telephone ( )  J 
0-770-1155 Mon to Fri 9AM-5PM EST J 



Safety 

AROIEVD YOUR HOME 
If you are 

remodeling, 
consider 

asbestos! 

Bill Campbell 

I don’t mean you should consider 
using asbestos materials. I mean you 
should consider the chance you will 
encounter it in materials you tear out 
of your home when you start a 
remodeling project. Asbestos, like 
lead-based paint, was a commonly 
used home building material until the 
late 1970s. Since that time, both 
asbestos and lead have been highly 
regulated as building materials and in 
the methods used to remove them. 

Asbestos can commonly be found 
in such things as: steam pipes, boilers, 
and furnace ducts for thermal 
insulation; resilient floor tiles and 
sheet flooring (vinyl asbestos); cement 
sheets, millboard, and other materials 
insulating around furnaces, fireplaces, 
and wood stoves; soundproofing and 
decorative materials sprayed on walls 
and ceilings; patching and joint 
compounds, textured paints; roofing 
and siding shingles; artificial embers 
and ashes; consumer products needing 
insulation, such as ironing board 
covers and stove top pads. It is a 
mineral fiber that was used to add 
strength, increase thermal protection, 
and provide texture to building 
materials. 

During the 1970s and early 1980s 
it was discovered that asbestos 
exposure could lead to certain types of 
lung cancer. Asbestos fibers break 
down into very small, fine fibers that 
can be breathed into the lungs. They 
accumulate and fibrous tissue is 
deposited around them. This fibrous 
tissue tends to develop into cancerous 
growths. 

Bill Campbell is an Extension Educator, 
Farm Systems, at the Springfield 
Extension Center, Cooperative Extension 
Service, University of Illinois. You can 
write to him in care of Illinois Country 
Living, P.O. Box 3787, Springfield, IL 
62708. Telephone: (217) 782-6515. 
E-Mail: campbellw@idea.ag.uiuc.edu 
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Most household uses of asbestos 
have been eliminated since the early 
1980s. Therefore, it is most likely to be 
found in older homes and products. 

Should you be concerned about 
asbestos in the building materials you 
tear out of your home as you start a 
remodeling project? Yes! Here are 
some things you can do to limit the 
chances of exposure: If the material is 
in good condition, leave it alone. If 
you suspect asbestos in materials that 
need to be torn out, have a lab test 
done. Consider sealing or 
encapsulating materials that are 
damaged or disintegrating to prevent 
the release of fibers into the air. Do 
not cut, tear, sand, drill, saw, or scrape 
asbestos-containing materials unless 
absolutely required in the remodeling 
job. If you have to sand or cut these 
products, you should seal the area off 
from the rest of the house (this 
includes heating and cooling systems) 
to prevent contaminating the entire 
home. Do not eat, drink or allow 
children in the area, and prevent 
tracking dust into other areas of the 
home. If you are going to clean the 
remodeling area, use a water and 
detergent solution to help limit dust. 
Wear a respirator that has been 
approved for use in asbestos 
atmospheres (these are not the 
standard dust particulate respirators 
commonly found at home supply 
stores). 

Removal of asbestos-containing 
materials is hazardous and should only 
be done by qualified people. Some of 
these people are listed in the yellow 
pages of your phone book under 
“Environmental Services.” The Illinois 
Department of Public Health (IDPH) 
maintains a complete list of licensed 
asbestos and lead-removal contractors. 
To receive a copy, call IDPH at (217) 
782-3517 and request the asbestos 
contractor list. 
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KNOW THE WEATHER 

because your LIVELIHOOD 
depends on it 

GroWeather helps you manage Irrigation, Crop 
Development, and Pest Control by calculating 
evapotranspiration, growing degree-days, heat stress, 

and over 70 other values. Optional data logger/software 
stores, graphs, and tracks data, water application, crop 
and pest development, and much more. 

GroWeather Features* Include: 
• Evapotranspiration 

• Growing 
Degree-Days 

• Heat Stress 

• Leaf Wetness 

• Humidity/Dew 
Point 

• Air and Soil 
Temperature 

• Solar Radiation 
and Energy 

• Wind 

• Rainfall 

• Barometer 

• Alarms 

• Highs & Lows 

Davis instruments 
3465 Diablo Avenue, Hayward, CA 94545 • www.davisnet.com 

Wildflower Gardening 
Begins with Wildseed Farms’ 
Reference Guide and Seed Catalog 

• 48 pages of beautiful color photographs 

• 70 varieties to choose from. 

• Easy to follow planting instructions. 

• Detailed plant 

descriptions and cul¬ 

tural information. 

• Regional Mixtures, 

Packets, Ounces and 

Pounds available. 

• Order Direct from 

the nation's largest 

wildflower seed 
THE HARVEST OF producer with over 
JOHNNY WILDSEEU” , c ' 1,000 acres of pro¬ 

duction and savell Spring is the time 

to plant!! Request your complimen¬ 

tary catalog today. 

Call 1-800-848-0078 
or write to: 

Wildseed Farms 
1101 Campo Rosa Road 

RO. Box 308 
Eagle Lake, TX 77434-0308 

WILDSEED 

Mobile Home 
Owners: 422X223) 
Mobile Home Super Insulated 

Roof Over Systems 

40 Year Warranty 

Factory Direct From Roof King 

CALL NOW 

1-800-748-0645 

FREE Poultry Catalog Showing 
All Kinds of Poultry in Color 

Over 70 Varieties. Baby Chicks, Exotic 
Rare Breeds, Fighting Games, Guineas, 
Turkeys, Bantams, Pheasants, Ducks. 
MasterCard, Visa & Discover... Write 
or call today for your copy of this years 
B/gFREE Poultry Catalog In Color. 

MARTI POULTRY CATALOG 
Box 27-7, Windsor, Missouri 65360 
 Telephone — 816 647-3156  

YES! Please rush complete FREE DETAILS of the Revolutionary DR® TRIMMER/MOWER ” ■ 
including prices and specifications of Manual-, Electric-Starting and Professional Models, with | 
"Off-Season" Savings now in effect. There is no obligation. 

Name ^ 

Address 

City  State 

[To: COUNTRY hOME PROpUCTS®, Dept. 2356, Meigs_Road, P.0. Box 25, Vergennes, \7T 05491 

C*U-T0UL Ffcee 
KSoo^VtZoo 

Please mail coupon today 
for FREE DETAILS about 

the Revolutionary 
DR® TRIMMER/MOWER ™! 

Takes the place of both your hand-held 
trimmer and steel-bladed rotary mower! 

• The DR® TRIMMER/MOWER™ rolls 
"light as a feather" on two BIG WHEELS! 

• TRIMS far easier, better, more precisely 
than hand-held trimmers. PLUS, MOWS 
everything from whole 
lawns (even wet!) 
to tough, waist- 
high growth 
with ease! 

• Rocks, roots, 
stumps, etc., do 
it no harm 
because the 
"DR®" has 
no steel 
blade to 
bend 
or dull. 

"Your machine is all you say it is. 75% quicker than a 
hand-held trimmer because of the extra power and heav¬ 

ier cord that enables me to wade right thru heavy grass 
and weeds. There is NO heavy load to swing back and 

forth tiring your arms and shoulders. It makes weed 
wacking duck soup'!"-- Tom Lawrence, Somervitie, NJ 

Perfect 
for ALL 

mowing and 
trimming around 

smaller properties, 
vacation homes, 
etc., or for finish- 
up mowing and 
trimming after 
riding mowers 
on larger par¬ 

cels. A delight 
for anyone to use! 

Revolutionary "2-in-1" 
TRIMMER/MOWER"1! 
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The Funniest TV 
Show Of All Time! 

Will you ever forget: 
The Fresh Air Taxi Company! 

Tse Regusted! 

Holy Macke! Andy! 

Algonquin J. Calhoun. Attorney At Law! 

Lightnin'. Sapphire and Her Big Fat Mama! 

Each video volume has 
2 complete shows 

AMOS W ANDY 

Video Yesteryear accepts all major credit cards! 
Call toll-free 1-800-243-0987 Operator #585 

Call during weekday business hours (never on Sunday!) 
or send to Video Yesteryear® Box C Sandy Hook, CT 06482 

OK: Send me the following side-splitting video cassettes! 
□ $19.95 Volume #   (1.2. 3. or 4) 
□ $29.95 Volumes 1 & 2 together savesCcT 
□ $49.95 All 4 volumes [s-^fsacf 

(add applicable sales tax plus S3.50 shipping & handling) 

My check or money order is enclosed, or “charge it.” 

Credit Card: Exp:  

Name:  

Address:  

City: State: Zip  

> 1996 Video Yesteryear 

With 
The Kingfish 

Lightnin' 
Sapphire 

The Mystic Knights 
Of The Sea 

and of course 
Amos 'n' Andyl 

Voi, #1 “Hie Dinef and “Madame Queen's Voice’' 
Vol. #2 ‘The Kingfish Sells His LancF and “The Christmas Show” 
Vd #3 “The Happy Stevens” and “ The Kingfish Gets Drafted” 
Vol. #4 “Getting Mama Matried” (2 programs tell a complete story) 

I 

"SOUTHERN ILLINOIS: 
A Photographer’s Love 

for the Countryside and its Beauty" 
(Featured in Nov. ’96 

Illinois Country Living) 
Contact photographer/author 

Ned Trovillion (phone 618/658-4881) 
to request brochure & "Special 

Reader's Discount" order form 

$ Quality Steel Buildings $ 

1-800-241-8339 
30X40X10 $ 5,320 
40X60X12 $ 8,772 
50X75X10 $10,457 
60X100X12 $17,589 
60X75X12 $13,368 
50X100X12 $13,934 
100X100X12 w/colurnn. . $23,987 
100X150X14 w/column • -$36,535 

All sizes available 

We will match any deal 
with Quality Steel! 

3300 Holcomb Bridge Rd., Suite 201 
Norcross, Georgia 30092 

“They gasped when I sprayed beer on my lawn. 
But you should see my golf-course green grass now!” 
MILWAUKEE (Special) That’s right — I 
spray beer on my lawn, and use baby 
shampoo, ammonia, and instant tea to grow 
mouth watering vegetables and flowers 
prettier than a florist! 

My name is Jerry Baker, and I’m known 
as America’s Master Gardener? I’ve got 
hundreds of amazing lawn and garden 
secrets and “make-it-yourself” home 
remedies I’d like to share with you. The 
best part is you’ll save money since 
everything you need to make them is found 
in your home! 

Your Plants Will Love ‘Em, Too 

Since 1964, I’ve taught over 19.8 million 
people how to beautify their yards and 
gardens using common household products 
on my national radio show - On the Garden 
Line, on Good Morning America, The 
Tonight Show...in Sports Illustrated, 
Mature Outlook...md in my 40 best-selling 
lawn and gardening books. 

Now, you can get an extraordinary 
collection of my all-time favorite tonics for 
super lawns, trees, shrubs, flowers, 
vegetables, roses and houseplants in my 
new Year ’Round Garden Magic Program. 
This jam-packed program reveals over 200 

of my amazing secrets like how a little com 
syrup and baby shampoo will invigorate 
your trees. Plus, you’ll leam how... 
• Instant tea energizes flowers 
• Ashes make bulbs bloom bigger 
• Roses love banana peels 
• Laundry soap controls crabgrass 
• Whiskey - the key to houseplant success 
• Tabasco Sauce® stimulates perennials 
• Pantyhose produces heftier tomatoes 

Cures For Your Toughest 
Gardening Problems 

You’ll also leam that... 
• Beer bombs lawn thatch 
• Coke® really gets your compost a cookin' 
• Epsom salts power packs soil 
• Mouthwash fights off lawn disease 
• Chewin’ tobacco sends pests a packin’ 

Have Fun, Save Money 
and Enjoy a Showcase Yard! 

Do my 200+ secrets really work? You 
bet! Enthusiastic gardeners write: “Our 
flowers never stood so tall”..."My lawn is 
magnificent...great program... and very, 
very inexpensive to boot”...“Giant produce 
in giant quantities.” I love hearing how 
much fun people are having mixing up my 
homemade formulas, and how much money 
they are saving by using common 
household products. 

Save 67 % and 
Receive 4 FREE Gifts 

My Year ’Round Garden Magic 
Program is just $9.95 (a $ 12.95-value). 
Plus, I’ll send you my step-by-step 
"Growing Power” cassette tape (a $9.95- 
value), FREE. And, if you order within 7 
days, I’ll send you 3 extra FREE gifts - a 
“Garden $ecrets” $ummary Chart, handy 
Calendar Reminder Stickers and a 

handsome carrying case (a $6.95-value). 

That's a total value of $29.85 for just $9.95, 
a 67% savings! 

TO ORDER: Simply print your name, 
address and the words “Garden Secrets” on 
a piece of paper, and mail it with only 

$9.95 plus $2.95 S&H (total - $12.90) 
to Year Round Garden Magic, 50222 

Pontiac Trail, Dept. 1236, Wixom, MI 

48393. VISA/ MasterCard send card 
number, signature, and expiration date. 

Want to save even more? Order an extra 

copy for family and friends for only $20.00 
postage paid. 

There’s no risk - you’re protected by my 
100% monev-back guarantee for 90 days. 
So order today! 
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Prostate Problems 
a re a Man's Disease-Right? 

WRONG; 
Prostate problems affect men physically 

but affect both men & women emotionally! 
Most Men Lose Their Sexual Ability Due To Prostate Disorders! 

If you suspect that your husband or 
male friend may be suffering from a pros¬ 
tate problem, then you have to help him. 
It is in your and his best interest for him 
to be healthy. Most men wait too long 
and endure pain too long before seek¬ 
ing help. Prostate problems may ulti¬ 
mately kill them or simply make them im¬ 
potent for the rest of their lives. But, there 
is help for a prostate deficiency with our 
100% natural, enriched nutritional 
suppliment called: Extra Strength 
PROSTAID containing a full 100 mg. of 
Pygeum Africanum per tablet. 

Pygeum Africanum: 
Therapy for Prostate Relief 

In both France and Italy, extract of 
Pygeum is recognized for prostate 
therapy and is available by prescription. 
Throughout Europe, Pygeum is the pre¬ 
ferred method for treating prostate dis¬ 
orders - ranking above surgery. 

Younger men are more likely to suffer 
prostate infections than BPH. Pygeum 
is a natural antibiotic, and is ideal for 
treating the infection. 

Older men who suffer prostate prob¬ 
lems should know that in France, 81% 
of all prescriptions for BPH treatment 
contain Pygeum. 

Extra Strength PROSTAID contains: 
Glycine, L-Alanine & L-Glutamic Acid 
for a total of 406mg. 

Saw Palmetto 200 mg. 
Pygeum Africanum 200 mg. 
Golden Rod  50 mg. 
Pumpkin Seed Concentrate  30 mg. 
Panox Ginseng  30 mg. 
Zinc 20 mg./133% RDA 
Flaxseed  3 mg. 
The daily dosage is only 2 tablets be¬ 
cause of the extra strength formula. 

Zinc Deficiency in Men 
The prostate gland normally contains 

about ten times more zinc than any other 
organ in the body. Researchers point to 
the fact that one of the most common 
symptoms of zinc deficiency is prostate 
enlargement. Chronic prostatitis, where 
inflammation of the gland is combined 
with infection, has been found to respond 
to treatment with zinc. Extra Strength 
PROSTAID with Pygeum Africanum 
also contains 10 mg. of zinc per tablet. 
Some doctors have called zinc the 
"man's vitamin". ©1996. WGSI 

NOW AVAILABLE 
Only 2 Tablets Per Day 

GUARANTEED 
Natural Prostate Nutrition 
With this enriched formula, you need only 

2 tablets per day instead of the 3 per day 
that other companies sell. Our researchers 
have also increased the zinc content so that 
you receive 20 mg. per day and have added 
30 mg. of Panon Ginseng as well as 200 
mg. of Pygeum Africum. Daily dosage con¬ 
tains 200 mg. of Saw Palmetto,30 mg. of 
Pumpkin Seed Concentrate, 50 mg. Golden 
Road and 3 mg. Flaxseed. This is the most 
advanced and comprehensive formula 
available - and it costs approximately half 
the price of the other products (that are not 
nearly as strong). The reason: 2 tablets per 
day and not 3 tablets per day. COMPARE 
OUR INGREDIENTS and PRICES with 
OUR COMPETITORS FORMULA - 
CHOOSE FOR YOURSELF THE BETTER 
(more complete, comprehensive and 
better priced) PRODUCT. 

containing 200 mg. 
Pygeum Africanum 

per day 

CONTAINS 60 TABLETS 

With Extra Strength PROSTAID your 
prostate receives safe, time tested nour¬ 
ishment. One bottle contains 60 tablets 
- one month’s supply, it is recommended 
that you try a two month supply since 
your body needs time to gradually and 
naturally let these ingredients work their 
way into your system. Everyone is 
slightly different and the absorption time 
varies from person to person. Full re¬ 
sults should occur within 45 to 60 days. 

Do You... Yes No 

...get up at night to urinate? □ □ 

.. .often have sudden urges to urinate? □ □ 

.. .have a weak urine stream? □ □ 

...frequently need to urinate? □ □ 

.. .have the sensation that you have not 
emptied your bladder completely 
after urinating? □ □ 

...stop and start again several times 
when you urinate? □ □ 

.. .have to push or strain to begin to 
urinate? □ □ 

Extra Strength PROSTAID is a nutri¬ 
tional suppliment for a man’s prostate 
gland. It is completely guaranteed. To 
receive a refund, simply return the un¬ 
used tablets and container, a full refund 
of purchase price (less P&H) will be sent 
to you. All orders are shipped FIRST 
CLASS MAIL within 7 working days. To 
order, simply fill out the coupon and mail 
with your check or money order to the 
address below. We also accept VISA or 
MasterCard (1-800-770-1155). Extra 
Strength PROSTAID is a nutritional 
suppliment. No medical claims are made 
or implied. Offer void in Mexico, Iowa, 
Conn., Europe and Australia. US funds 
only plus $5. extra outside of USA. 

? r 
i\ 

$ □ 
\ 

i\D 

[i □ 
II 
n 

WILLOWS NUTRITION CENTER, Dept. ESP- 670 
179 Post Road West, Westport CT 06880 

I Want Prostate Relief NOW! Drint 

1 Month (60 tabs) only $19.95 plus 
$3. postage & handling ($22.95) 

□ 2 Months (120 tabs) only $35.95 
plus $4. post & handl ($39.95) 

□ 4 Months (240 tabs) only $64.95 
plus $5. post & handl ($69.95) 

□ 6 Months (360 tabs) only $100.00 
(includes postage & handling ) 

Enclosed is □ check □ money order 
Charge my: □ VISA □ MasterCard 

Acct Exp I  

Address Apt 

State Zip 

Telephone #: 1 

Sianature 

) 

CREDIT CARD ORDERS 1-800-770-1155 



Your 

YARD MD GARDEN 
Sow seeds 

indoors 
for healthy 
transplants 

Dave Robson 

March is considered an ideal 
month to sow seeds indoors for starting 
your own transplants. Look at most 
seed packets. They generally indicate 
to start plants eight to 10 weeks before 
transplanting outside in May. It’s 
better to end up with a shorter 
transplant than try to hold a taller one. 

Most homeowners use houseplant 
soil for starting seeds. Packaged mixes 
are satisfactory as long as the material 
is sterilized. If the mix isn’t sterilized or 
the package has been opened, sterilize 
the soil by placing the moistened soil 
in a metal pan for 30 minutes in a 200- 
degree Fahrenheit oven. An old meat 
thermometer should register between 
130 and 140 degrees. 

Cooking soil will smell. Place it 
inside a roasting bag to limit odors. 

Packaged houseplant soil should 
be loose and well-drained if used. If it 
isn’t, add an equal volume of peat 
moss, vermiculite or perlite. 

Some gardeners report success 
using individual peat pots for starting 
seeds. A common type is the Jiffy-7 
pellet, which looks like a cookie but 
expands into a little pot when wet. 

Make sure you don’t allow the Jiffy 
pots to dry out; likewise, avoid setting 
them in water. 

Seeds need uniform moisture to 
germinate and grow. Water only to 
maintain a moist soil, never soggy or 
saturated. 

Once seeds have germinated and 
are established, you might be able to 
reduce the amount of water needed. 
Do so carefully to avoid wilting the 

David Robson is an Extension Educator, 
Horticulture, at the Springfield Extension 
Center, Cooperative Extension Service, 
University of Illinois. You can write to 
Robson in care of Illinois Country Living, 
P.O. Box 3787, Springfield, IL 62708. 
Telephone: 217-782-6515. 
E-Mail: robsond@idea.ag.uiuc.edu 
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seedlings. Once wilted, most seedlings 
never recover. 

It’s a toss-up which is more 
important: temperature or light. Both 
are related and dependent on the 
other. 

Soil temperature is crucial for seed 
germination. Ideal temperature is 75 
degrees Fahrenheit. However, the air 
temperature for seedlings should be 65 
degrees. 

Setting the seed flat on top of the 
refrigerator can supply some of the 
bottom heat needed. However, the 
seeds can sometimes be forgotten. 

Once seeds have germinated, keep 
the air temperature on the cool side. 
In fact, lower temperatures usually 
produce a shorter, stockier and 
healthier transplant. Night 
temperatures can be as low as 55 
degrees. Day temperatures should not 
be above 65 degrees. It’s tough 
keeping the temperatures on the cool 
side when humans occupy the same 
space as plants. 

Light is important for growth. 
Seedlings need at least 14 hours of 
bright light each day. Setting the 
plants in a south window helps, but 
temperatures may be too warm and 
produce vigorous, but spindly, growth. 

Plants can be placed under lights. 
Make sure plants are close enough to 
receive the maximum benefit, but far 
enough away to prevent burning. 

Plants should be placed no closer 
than 6 inches and no farther than 12 
inches from fluorescent bulbs. For 
incandescent types, keep plants 12 
inches away, but closer than 24 inches. 
Tall, lanky seedlings with a large 
distance between sets of leaves 
indicate temperatures too warm or not 
enough light. 

Avoid fertilizing transplants 
indoors unless growing conditions are 
ideal. Wait until you transplant them 
outside. 
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Factory Direct Sale 
Savings Up to 50% 

FINAMC/MO A VA/lABLt M.d« In U SA 

Size*: 18 X 28. 20 X 28, 25 X 30. 30 X 38 
 40 X 80, 50 X 100  

Call Now (800) 581-5843 
American Steel Span 

LIFETIME TANK COATINGS 
Stop all leaks in steel and concrete 
— Prevent rust forever. Roof coat¬ 
ings for tar paper, composition 
shingles, and metal buildings. 
Anyone can apply all coatings. Fix 
it once and forget it. Serving Farm 
& Ranch Since 1950. Let us send 
you complete information. 

VIRDEN PERMA-BILT CO. 
Box 7160IIM Ph. 806-352-2761 

2821 Mays St. 
Amarillo, Texas 79114-7160 

Presenting... 

The DR® FIELD and 
BRUSH MOWER 

the amazing walk-behind brush cutter that - 

• CLEARS & MAINTAINS meadows, pastures, 
roadsides, fences, wooded and rough non-lawn 
areas with ease. Mows over 1/2 acre per hour! 

• CUTS tall grass, weeds, brush.brambles, 
sumac - even tough saplings up to l” thick! 

• Plus CHOPS/MULCHES 
most everything it cuts; 
leaves NO TANGLE of 
material to trip over or to 
pick up like hand-held 
brushcutters and 
sicklebar mowers. 

• POWERFUL 
8 HP Briggs & 
Stratton engine; optional 
Electric-Starting. BIG 20" SELF 
PROPELLED WHEELS roll 
through ditches, furrows, over 
bumps and logs with ease. 

So, 
WHY 

MESS 
with 

hand-held 
brushcutters 

that are so 
dangerous, 

slow and tiring 
to use... OR 

with sicklebar 
mowers that 

shake unmerci¬ 
fully and leave 

such a tangled mess? 

cAuLiau. ffce? 
i(8ooW3-ttco 

Please mail coupon below 
today for complete FREE 

DETAILS all about the 
Amazing DR® FIELD 

and BRUSH MOWER! 
YES! Please rush complete FREE 
DETAILS of the DR’* FIELD and 
BRUSH MOWER including prices, spec¬ 
ifications of Manual and ELECTRIC¬ 
STARTING Models and "Off-Season" 
Savings now in effect. 

• Perfect for low-maintenance wild- 
flower meadows... European-style wood- 
lots free of undergrowth... walking 
paths... or any area that you only want to 
mow once a month... or once a season! 

Name  ■ 
WCG | 

CL' 

Address g 
03 

City ____ State __ ZIP © 
To: COUNTRY HOME PRODUCTS® ! 

Dept. 2356F, Box 25. Meigs Road 
Vergennes, Vermont 05491 i 

KILL LAKE WEEDS 

Before After 

M 

4* 

Proven Aquacide pellets destroy unwanted 
underwater weeds. 

Spread marble sized 
pellets like grass seed. 
Effectively kills weeds 
at any depth. 

Registered with 
Federal 
Environmental 
Protection Agency. 

Certified and approved for use by state 
agencies. 10 lb. can treats 4,000 sq. ft. of 
lake bottom, $60.95.50 lb. carton treats 
20,000 sq. ft. of lake bottom, $230.00. Prices 
include delivery charges. State permit may 
be required. Delivery terms F.O.B. White 
Bear Lake, MN. 

CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-328-9350 
(Except Minnesota Call 612-429-6742) 
Fax 612-429-0563 

Or write for free information to: 

AQUACIDE CO. Our 42nd year. 
1627-9th Street 
Dept. 337 
Box 10748 
White Bear Lake, MN 55110 

I DENTURES 
IN ONE-DAY SERVICE 

Custom Upper and.or Lower 
Opposing Imp $15 
ADA Approved Materials 
Appointment Highly Advised *99 

GENERAL DENTISTRY 
AND 

OTHER DENTAL SERVICES AVAILABLE 

WHERE MAP 

ABC DENTAL OF ILLINOIS 

DRJMSJ.MLD 
n SMITH ST. 

(Comer of Walnut and Smith) 

CARMI, IL 62821 
Information or appointment 

Call 

1 800 358 7717 
or 618 382 3313 

. . Extracti 

AIS0! ,ecluc' 

0. Mt Vernon 

Extractions and simple oral surgerv at 

reduced tee with Dental appliance 

an at Dr s quote 

®o (DE 

mzm 1 AN 
 I Marion ■ — I 

53 © 
No personal | * Q 
checks please 

Evansville 

I IN 
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Order Today 
For Spring 
Planting 

Alpine Nursay is now 

accepting orders for spring 

delivay on our most popular 

varieties of cortainer-grown 

seedlings: choose from 

Colorado Blue Spruce, Black 

Hills Spruce, Norway Spruce, 

Belgium or Austrian Hill 

Scotch Pine, Austrian Pine 

and Ponderosa Pine. 

These seedlings are all healthy, 

dormant evergreens from 

Montana's leading containerized 

seedling nursery. All seedlings are 

5 to 10 inches tall and ready for 

planting. So plan for your spring 

planting now and for farm beautification, for 

Christmas trees, woodlot regeneration, or to protect 

your home from nature's windy chills and 

blistering heat 

THESE ARE NOT BARE ROOT STOCK. 

All orders are shipped UPS prepaid on a special 

schedule so the seedlings are not stored over the 

weekend, and they arrive at your door fresh-ready 

to plant 

  
ORDER FORM 

□ 20 trees at $24.00 

□ 50 trees at $48.00 

□ 100 trees at $80.50 

□ 250 trees at $145.00 

□ 500 trees at $225.00 

O 1000 trees at $345.00 

Delivery Included in Prices 

Specify Tree Type (minimum lOoach) 

Delivery Dale Required 

□ Please send a copy of your free catalog 

Name 

Address 

City 

Telephone Number 

□ Check or M.O. 

Credit Card# 

State 2p 

O I V7SA 

Exp Date I 
Signature 

PHONE ORDERS ACCEPTED 

| Alpine Nursery 
P.O. Box 5381, Kalispell, MT 59903 

Call Toll Free: 1-800-735-6434 

or FAX your order: 406-752-0736 

LARGER TREES A VAILABLE 

"15 years of growing together" 

DISCOVERTHEAVANTAGES 
OF STEELMASTEITS 

Save on Select Sizes: 
25*36*30x48 

45*82 • 50*120 • Perfect Bod-Yard Shop 

• Easy Financing Available 

Buib-lr-YouBeJ , , „ 
You con hove me bum you 

need and never Jdk to the bonk. 

Call Now for FREE Info 

5TEELM1D5TER " ] 800 222-6335 

Business Opportunity 
Wanted! A few good men and 
women interested in combining 
an interest in the environment 
with a career in sales. We repre¬ 
sent a major manufacturer in the 
air quality industry. Currently, we 
wish to add a few key people in 
the Illinois area. Call now for a 
personal interview: 1-800-232- 
9168 

Today’s Manufactured Home Is 
Waiting For You 

Manufactured home rental communities provide not only a place to site a 

manufactured home but also the security and benefits of community 

living that individuals, families and retirees want in Illinois. 

Today’s manufactured homes are built with solid construction and offer a 

variety of floor plans, amenities and exterior designs to meet the housing 

needs that people want. 

Discover that the dream home you have 

been waiting for is a modern manufactured 

home. 

For more information on manufactured 

housing, call the Illinois Manufactured 

Housing Association at 1-800-252-9495. 
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FOR SPRING PLANTING 
ORDER NOW AND SAVE UP TO 50% 
ON THIS CHOICE NURSERY STOCK! 

ScaM 
Red 
Mapk 

EXCELLENT AS EITHER A ON I Y QR OO 
LAWN OR STREET TREE. I I . CO. 

3 for *5.75 6 for *10.95 12 for *19.95 
You’ll be thrilled with the beauty of the SCARLET RED 
MAPLE TREE (Acer rubrum). The rich green leaves of 
Spring are complemented by dainty red flowers, followed 
by red seeds. In the FALL THE LEAVES TURN TOAREGAL 
SCARLET to brighten your Autumn for weeks. The rounded 
shapeliness of this rapidly growing tree will please you 
too. EXTREMELY HARDY AND DISEASE RESISTANT, the 
Red Maple will grow to 35 ft. tall and will live for years. 
You’ll receive strong, heavily rooted, hand selected, 
2-4 ft. collected trees. 

SPECIAL— 

Hardy, Permanent 
Neat 

PRIVET 
HEDGE 

10 for $3.75 
40 for $12.99 
60 for $18.50 

100 for $29.95 

Amur River North — most popular trimmed hedge in 
America. Can be maintained at any height, making a 
thick, dense hedge right down to the ground. The 
lustrous green leaves stay on till late fall. Lasts for 
generations. Re- quires practically no care. Plant 
V/2 apart for a beautiful living Ji 
fence. You receive healthy r 
to 3' plants. Not shipped to 
Arizona. 

25 plants $ 4.95 
50 plants $ 9.49 
100 plants $ 17.95 
200 plants- $ 34.95 

GIANT 
QUINAULT, 
EVERBEARING 

STRAWBERRIES 
The biggest most luscious-tasting straw¬ 
berries you've ever tasted. Heavy-bearers, 
they grow big as tea cups! They’re firm, 
deep red and a mouth-watering delight for 
deserts, preserves, freezing and eating fresh. 

5 yea* OM - 1-2 It Sije 

(Zolanadt 

'tue.Sfncccls 
ONLY $1.95 ea. 

3 for‘5.75 9 for‘15.95 
6 for‘10.95 12 for‘19.95 

COVER THOSE HARD—TO—FILL 
BARE SPOTS WITH BLAZING COLOR! 
- Grows in any soil - Needs no special care. 
- Thrives in sun or partial shade 
- Quick, even, disciplined spreading 
- Guaranteed • inexpensive. 

CREEPING RED 
SEDUM 8 for $2.49 

12 for $3.65 24 for $7.25 
48 for $13.99 96 for $25.50 

You'll be thrilled with this hardy ground 
cover - - Sedum spurium, sometimes called 
Dragon's Blood. Fills those ugly trouble 
spots with attractive, thick evergreen foliage 
all year and amazes you with brilliant, star- 
like flowers June thru Sept. You get hardy, 
northern, nursery-grown plants. 

Now you can purchase 
the ever-popular, ever * /iV 
beautiful Colorado Blue Spruce (Picea pungens * 
glauca) at this special low price only $1.95 each. 
These versatile Blue Spruce are lovely as single UCDC 
accent planting, a privacy row or wind break, CLIP HERE aMwai 
and as a colorful corner group, YOU ll receive | HOUSE OF WESLEY. NURSERY DIVISION 
select, nicely branched 5-vear-old transplanted - 

FULL ONE-YEfiR GUfiRfiNTEE 
If not 100% satisfied, JUST RETURN THE 
ORIGINAL SHIPPING LABEL, within one year 
of receipt, for free replacement or purchase 
price refund, your choice. The WARRANTY IS 
VOID unless the ORIGINAL SHIPPING LABEL 
IS RETURNED. 

FREE Planting instructions supplied with every order. 
All items clearly labeled. 

trees that are at least 1 to 2 feet tall. Having been 
transplanted, the root system is well developed and 
will help the tree get off to a fast start.  

I 
Masses of Color Early in the Spring! 

CREEPING PHLOX 
You’ll be amazed the way Creeping Phlox 
(P. subulata) which only grows about 4” 
tall, spreads and spreads to be more beauti- 

ful year after year! Best of all, 
if gives gorgeous color long be- 

r$*ore most spring flowers. Stays 
■ ‘ green all year — a wonderful 

ground cover or border. 
~ Thrives in partial shade or 

full sun. Strong field divis- 
ions, our choice of red, 

blue, white or pink. 

at 1/2 price! 

FOR 
50 for $6.98 
(100 sq. feet) 
100 for $12.98 
(200 sq. feet) 

Shade-loving, wide-spreading Periwinkle 
(Vinca minor) thrives under hedges, on 
slopes, in rock gardens, in poor soil — places 
where grass won’t grow. Dainty lavender- 
blue flowers in the spring. Green foliage all 
winter! One plant will fill two square feet. 
Nicely rooted, ready to transplant. 
HOUSE OF WESLEY. NUR. DIV. 
Bloomington. IL 61 706 

(12 for $1.75) 
(18 for $2.50) 

DEPT. 2990-37 
1704 Morrissey Drive 
Bloomington, Illinois 61704 

Send items checked below: 

HOW 
MANY 

CAT. 
NO. NAME OF ITEM COST 

N6172 5-YR. BLUE SPRUCE $ 

N6607 Q. STRAWBERRIES 

N6811 PERIWINKLE 

N6813 CR. RED SEDUM 

N6814 CREEPING PHLOX 

N6816 PRIVET HEDGE 

N6817 ROYAL RED MAPLE 

Postage and Handling $_ 

Illinois Residents add 6V4% Sales Tax. $ . 
TOTAL AMOUNT $ 

Name  

±21 

Address 

City 

^State  Zip 



Elizabeth uses both traditional drawing tools and a computer to produce logos, brochures, ads, business cards, mechanical 
illustrations, web pages, and even greeting cards all from her home office. 

Continued from page 12... 
things like that,” she says. 

Some of the differences are 
visible on the walls of her office. 
While an artist’s wall might be 
lined with portraits or landscapes 
or still lifes, Elizabeth’s are differ¬ 
ent. In fact, part of a tractor drive 
train is on prominent display. 

While just anybody could prob¬ 
ably set up a computer and hang out 
a shingle, Elizabeth prepared herself 
well to get into business. 

After graduating from Purdue, 
she married Kevin and they 
headed for Illinois. “It was amus¬ 
ing,” she says, “because we’d de¬ 
cided that we wanted to rent a nice 
place in the country. We went into 
real estate offices in Mattoon, 
Effingham and other towns in the 
area, and the people there just 
laughed. It turned out that nearly 
everybody’s looking for the same 
thing. We finally got lucky and 
found this place.” 

Then Kevin set up his office 

off the kitchen, while Elizabeth 
headed into Effingham to get some 
solid working experience. She 
worked for a yellow pages firm 
there, designing ads and cover 
pages for telephone directories. 

Then, she took over an up¬ 
stairs room that had been used for 
storage, and moved in a small 
truckload of computer equipment, 
the “nuts and bolts” stuff that will 
make her business viable. 

“Technical Expressions is in¬ 
tended to be a small business that 
will provide services to other small 
businesses,” she says, “and my goal 
is to serve my clients by providing 
personalized art and graphics for 
specific advertising needs. 

“I produce unique graphics 
such as logos, brochures, advertis¬ 
ing for publications, letterheads, 
business cards, and computer or 
mechanical illustrations. I design 
web pages, too.” 

Elizabeth notes that there are 
several benefits to working at a job 
like hers, and one is simply the 

comfort of working at home. 
“The variety is another plus,” she 
says. “It’s quite exciting in that 
each time I find a new job, it’s 
like starting fresh. No two jobs are 
alike, and no two days are alike. 
That’s really satisfying to me.” 

She uses a Power Macintosh 
6100/66 with a DOS compatible 
drive, a Relisys 4830T color scan¬ 
ner and a LaserWriter 4/600 PS, 
and uses several Adobe software 
packages to add zest to her cre¬ 
ations. 

“I have several small clients I 
enjoy working with,” Elizabeth 
says, “and Frichtl Steel and Weld¬ 
ing in Newton is one of my biggest 
clients. I’m always looking for 
more. I know the customers are 
there, if I can just find them.” 

Technical Expressions is at 
17295 N. 600th St., Wheeler, IL 
62479. The fax/phone number 
there is (217) 683-2289, and the e- 
mail address is 
techexp@bbs.mmtcnet.com. 
- story and photos by Jack Halstead 
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I asked a meat expert at the University how to make bacon from the pig I had 
raised in my backyard. There was a stunned silence. Then he laughed and said, 

“People don’t make bacon: 
Oscar Mayer makes bacon!” 
When I told my 80-year-old neighbor about that he just smiled, 

found his hog scraper in the attic, and went to work! 
Why was I raising a pig in my 

backyard? Here’s how it started... 
My name is Jerome Belanger (but 

friends call me Jd). I was a magazine 
staff writer, flying around the country 
gathering information, then sitting in 
my office cubicle writing articles... 
waiting for quitting time so I could go 
home and work in my garden. 

One sunny Spring day as I came to 
the end of a row I leaned on my hoe, 
inhaled the fragrance of plum blos¬ 
soms, and thought, “Why can’t life al¬ 
ways be like this?” I dreamt of grow¬ 
ing our own food and providing as 
many other necessities as I could, with¬ 
out that endless parade of dreary air¬ 
ports and hotel rooms and too little 
time at home. Life was speeding by too 
fast, leaving little meaning and satis¬ 
faction in its wake. 

Maybe you’ve had that feeling your¬ 
self. If so, you know why I quit the 
job... and became a homesteader. 

Living the good life 
Soon the bounty of our garden filled 

the freezer and hundreds of jars in the 
cellar. We added chickens, rabbits, 
dairy goats, sheep—and a pig. My wife 
worked at a job she enjoyed (she’s an 
RN), while I ran a small print shop 
out of our home and was Mister Mom 
to our four children. Life was good! 

About that pig... 
When the pig was ready to butcher, 

I wanted to cure and smoke the bacons 
and hams. I had no idea how to do it. 
Unable to find any advice in books, I 
contacted a University expert... who 
made me feel like some kind of nut. 

That’s when my neighbor came to 
my rescue. He not only showed me 
how to make bacon: he lent me his 
old hog scraper and lard press! 

One acre and independence 
This all happened back in 1969. We 

lived on one acre on the edge of a small 
Wisconsin town. I hated lawns, loved 
gardening and animals, wanted to be 
free of the rat race... and knew I could 
do a lot on our small place. But what, 
and how? Making bacon was just one 
of thousands of things I knew noth¬ 
ing about! 

The neighbor and I spent a lot of 
time talking. I was struck by his 
knowledge, and saddened by the 
thought that such experience would 
soon be lost. And that gave me an idea. 

Why not gather questions from 
people like me. answers from people 
like him, put my journalism training 
and printing press to work, and pub¬ 
lish a newsletter for people with 
dreams and problems similar to mine? 

I called the newsletter Countryside, 
which was the name of my print shop. 
I was surprised at how many people 
shared my dreams and problems! They 
sent me so many questions, answers, 
and ideas that the newsletter quickly 
became a small magazine. 

28 years later... 
Many changes took place after that. 

We moved to a 160-acre farm...and 
sold hogs to Oscar Mayer! Our chil¬ 
dren grew up and had children of their 
own. Diane and I “retired” to a 
smaller home on 80 acres in 
Wisconsin’s Northwoods. 

But we still put out Countryside, 
and that hasn’t changed much. Sure, 
it has grown: each issue now has 100 
pages. It now has color pictures—but 
only on the cover. We use computers 
to set type and lay out the pages in¬ 
stead of the IBM typewriter and rub¬ 
ber cement we used in the old days. 

And instead of a few hundred copies, 
we now distribute more than 50,000. 
(I no longer print it myself, thank 
goodness!) 

Readers still write the magazine. 
They still ask questions about goats 
and gardens, chickens and preserving 
food, making soap and sausage and 
cheese and vinegar—and how to make 
bacon. Old-timers still provide the an¬ 
swers. One of the few changes is that 
now there are questions we didn’t even 
think about 28 years ago. 

Living their dream 
Those 50,000 readers prove that the 

university expert was wrong: it is not 
impossible—or stupid—to do things 
for yourself! Experienced friends and 
neighbors can show us how! 

They cherish the dream of simple, 
self-reliant living... and that dream 
makes even more sense today than it 
did when I started out. 

How you can join us 
Not everyone can understand this, 

of course—just as that university ex¬ 
pert couldn’t understand why anyone 
would want to make their own bacon. 

But if you are one who does under¬ 
stand—or if you’d like to know more 
about this pleasant, wholesome, vi¬ 
brant, self-reliant, simple way of liv¬ 
ing—we’d be pleased to send you a 
copy of Countryside. ($3 will help 
cover our costs.) Or if you share our 
dream and want to benefit from our 
homestead information network right 
away, send $18 for a one-year (6 is¬ 
sue) subscription. Naturally, Country¬ 
side offers a money-back guarantee, 
which is what you’d expect from good 
neighbors sharing helpful information! 

Write to: Countryside, W11564 
State Hwy. 64, Withee WI 54498 



IJHinois' 

FINEST COOKING 
Our recipes this month come from Tri-County 

Electric Cooperative’s Employee Fundraiser 
Committee, Mt. Vernon, and Peace Lutheran 
Church, Steeleville. 

Tri-County Electric’s cookbook is a 296-page, 
spiral-bound, hardbacked and costs $13 which 
includes postage. The proceeds from the sale of their 
cookbook will be donated to children’s homes in 
Hoyle ton, Centralia, Dix, and Mt. Vernon. Order 
from Helen Mullins, Tri-County Electric 
Cooperative, Inc., P. O. Box 309, Mt. Vernon, IL 
62864. Phone (618) 244-5151. 

Peace Lutheran Church’s cookbook is spiral- 
bound, has 242 pages, has helpful hints and costs 
$8.50 which includes postage. Order from Toni 
Craig, Peace Lutheran Church, 303 N. Mulberry St., 
Steeleville, IL 62288. Phone Toni at (618) 965-9246. 

Tri-County Electric, Mt. Vernon 

MANDARIN SALAD Shari Beltz RITZ1 CHICKEN Angie Coughlin 

1/2 head iceberg lettuce, 
torn in bite-size pieces 

1/2 head romaine lettuce, 
torn in bite-size pieces 

1/2 C. chopped celery 

1 can mandarin orange 
slices, drained 

1/2 C. sliced almonds 
3 T. sugar 
2 whole green onions, thinly sliced 

Toss together the lettuce, celery, onions and mandarin oranges; set 
aside. Put sugar in pan over medium heat. When melted, stir in 
almonds. Continue stirring until almonds are toasted, then spread 
out to cool. (May be made ahead and stored in an airtight container). 

Dressing: 
1/2 tsp. salt 
1/4 C. vegetable oil 
Dash pepper 
Dash Tabasco sauce 

1 T. chopped parsley 
or parsley flakes 

2 T. sugar 
2 T. vinegar 

Mix above ingredients for dressing. Combine salad mixture and 
almonds. Add dressing and toss lightly. Serve immediately. 

2 packs Ritz* crackers 
1 stick butter 
1 sm. container sour cream 
1 can cream of chicken soup 

1 C. chicken broth (from 
boiling chicken) 

3-4 chicken breasts 

Boil chicken, cool. Cut in small pieces. Crumble Ritz* crackers. Stir 
in melted butter. Mix sour cream, soup and broth together. Put a 
layer of buttered cracker crumbs in 2-quart baking dish. Sprinkle 
chicken pieces over this. Pour liquid mixture over chicken. Do not 
stir. Top with remaining buttered cracker crumbs. Bake at 350° 
until bubbly, about 30 minutes. 

CREAMY CARAMEL FLAN 

3/4 C. sugar 
1 (8-oz.) pkg. cream, cheese, 

softened 
1 (12-oz.) can evaporated milk 

Helen Mullins 

1 (14-oz.) can sweetened 
condensed milk 

5 eggs 
1 tsp. vanilla extract 

PORK ROAST AND KRAUT 

3-lb. pork roast 
2 cans drained kraut 
1 1/2 C. chopped apples 
1/2 C. chopped onion 

Sue Echols 

Salt, pepper, garlic to taste 
1/8 C. olive oil 
2 T. brown sugar 
1 can chicken broth 

Sprinkle roast with salt, pepper and garlic. Heat oil in Dutch 
oven and brown roast. Remove from pan and dump kraut, i 

apples and onion and brown sugar in pan. Pour chicken y 
broth over kraut mixture. Place roast in pan. Bake covered 
at 325° for 2 1/2 hours. 

In a heavy saucepan over medium-low heat, cook and stir sugar 
until melted and golden, about 15 minutes. Quickly pour into an 
ungreased 2-quart round baking or souffle dish, tilting to coat the 
bottom; let stand for 10 minutes. In a mixing bowl, beat the cream 
cheese until smooth. Beat in eggs, one at a time, until thoroughly 
combined. Add remaining ingredients; mix well. Pour over 
caramelized sugar. Place the dish in a larger baking pan. Pour boiling 

^ water into larger pan to a depth of 1-inch. Bake at 350° 
N' for 50-60 minutes or until center is just set (mixture will 

jiggle). Remove dish from larger pan to a wire rack; cool 
for 1 hour. Refrigerate overnight. To unmold, run a knife 

around edges and invert onto a large rimmed serving 
platter. Cut into wedges or spoon onto dessert plates; spoon 
sauce over each serving. Yield: 8-10 servings. 
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DOLE HONEY MUSTARD CHICKEN Marcia Scott TL’S APRICOT JELL-0 Thelma Louise Taylor 

1 (20-oz.) can Dole pineapple 
slices in juice 

4 boneless, skinless chicken 
breast halves 

2 tsp. vegetable oil 

2 Ig. cloves garlic, pressed 
1 tsp. thyme, crumbled 
1 T. cornstarch 
1/4 C. honey 
1/4 C. Dijon mustard* 

Drain pineapple, reserve juice. Sprinkle chicken with salt and pepper 
to taste. Rub with garlic and thyme. Brown in hot oil in nonstick 
skillet. Combine 2 T. reserved juice with cornstarch. Combine honey 
and mustard; stir into skillet with remaining juice. Spoon sauce over 
chicken. Cover and simmer 15 minutes. Stir cornstarch mixture 
into pan juices. Add pineapple. Cook, stirring, until sauce boils and 
thickens. Serves 4. 

2 sm. pkgs. apricot Jell-o 
2 C. boiling water 
1 (No. 2) can crushed 

pineapple, drained 
1 (No. 1) can mandarin 

oranges with juice 
1/2 C. sugar 

2 T. cornstarch 
1/2 C. pineapple juice 
2 T. oleo 
1 egg, beaten 
3 oz. cream cheese 
2 C. Cool Whip* 
grated cheddar cheese 

Dissolve Jell-o* in boiling water in 2-quart rectangular baking dish. 
Add crushed pineapple and mandarin oranges. Mix and set in 
refrigerator until firm. Topping: Combine sugar and cornstarch; stir 
in pineapple juice and oleo. Add egg. Cook until thick. Blend in 
cream cheese. Cool. Fold in Cool Whip and spread on chilled mixture. 
Top with grated cheese 

Peace Lutheran, Steeleville 

CARAMEL CHEX Toni Craig OUT-OF-THIS-WORLD PIE Janet Gielow 

1 box Rice Chex* 
1 box Corn Chex* 
1 box Chex* (two flavors) 
1 jar peanuts, or nuts 

of choice 

1 C. or more coconut 
2 C. brown sugar 
1. C. white Karo* 
1 lb. oleo 
1 to 2 tsp. vanilla 

Mix in very7 large bowl or dishpan the Rice Chex, Corn Chex, two 
flavor Chex, nuts and coconut. Set aside. 

In a medium saucepan mix oleo, Karo and brown sugar. Bring to a 
boil and cook slowly for 10 minutes. Add vanilla. Pour over the 
bowl of Chex, nuts and coconut. Mix thoroughly. Put in a large 
roaster or on 2 large cookie sheets and bake at 200° for 1 hour 
stirring every 15 minutes. Pour out on clean countertop or Formica- 
topped table to cool. When cooling, break up clusters. Store in 
airtight containers. Makes a large amount and is good for a crowd. 

CHICKEN CASSEROLE 

1 can cream of chicken soup 
1 can chicken noodle soup 
1 can chicken rice soup 
4 C. cooked diced chicken 

Kristin Hartel 

1 soup can milk 
3 eggs, beaten 
1 box Stove Top* dressing, 

chicken flavor 

Mix soups, chicken, milk and eggs together, then dressing and season 
mix. Pour into greased 9x13-inch pan and bake at 350° for 1 hour or 
until done. 

SWEET AND SOUR CHICKEN Jeannette McDonald 

1 can cherry pie filling 
3/4 C. sugar 
1 large can crushed pineapple 

and juice 
1 T. cornstarch 
1 T. red food coloring 

1 box (3-oz.) cherry Jell-o, dry 
4 bananas, sliced 
1 C. chopped pecans 
2 baked pie shells 
whipped topping 

In a saucepan, mix pie filling, sugar, crushed pineapple with juice, 
cornstarch and food coloring. Cook until thick, stirring often. 
Remove from heat and add box of dry Jell-o. Allow to cool, then 
add sliced bananas and chopped pecans. Pour into 2 baked pie 
shells. Top with whipped topping. 

DARN GOOD POTATOES 

6 - 8 Medium to large baking 
potatoes (skins on) 

1/2 stick oleo 
1 tsp. garlic powder 
2 T. Mrs. Dash* seasoning 

Lea Dintelman 

3 T. chopped onion 
8 oz. bag shredded 

Cheddar cheese 
8 oz. sour cream 
1 pkg. Ranch* dip mix 

Wash potatoes; cut into wedges or fingers. Melt butter in 9xl3-inch 
casserole. Arrange potatoes in baking dish making sure all potatoes 
are coated with butter. Sprinkle all with garlic powder, Mrs. Dash 
and chopped onion. Bake in 375° oven until tender—about 30 
minutes. Take potatoes out of oven and sprinkle Cheddar cheese on 
top. Mix dip mix with sour cream. Drop dollops of sour cream 
mixture on top; spread out. Bake in oven just until cheese melts. 
Serve hot. 

1 (8-oz.) bottle russian dressing 1 (11 oz.) jar apricot 
1 envelope onion soup mix preserves 
cutup chicken with or without skin 

Mix dressing, soup mix and preserves. Pour over chicken which has 
been placed in an casserole dish. Cover and bake for 1 hour in a 350° 
oven. Uncover and bake for an additional 1/2 hour. Serve over rice. 

MIXED VEGETABLE CASSEROLE Janet Gielow 

16-oz. pkg. frozen vegetables 
(broccoli, cauliflower, 
carrots) 

10 3/4-oz. can cream of 
chicken soup 

1/3 C. sour cream 
1 C. shredded Mozzarella 

cheese 
1/4 tsp. black pepper 
1 can fried onions (Durkees*) 

Combine vegetables, chicken soup, sour cream, 1/2 of the shredded 
Mozzarella cheese and black pepper. Pour into a casserole dish. Top 
with 1/2 can fried onions. Bake at 350° for 30 minutes. Top with 
remaining Mozzarella cheese, then spread remaining fried onions 
over cheese. Bake an extra 5 minutes. 

FAMOUS HOTEL ROLLS 

1 pkg. dry yeast 
1/4 C. warm water 
1 stick margarine, melted 
1 C. sugar 

Alberta Guebert 

1 3/4 tsp. cinnamon 
3 C. Bisquick* mix 
1/2 C. cold water 

Dissolve yeast in 1/4 C. warm water. Combine sugar and cinnamon. 
Mix Bisquick mix with 1/2 C. cold water; add yeast mixture and let 
sit for 10 minutes. Divide dough into 4 sections. 
Roll each section into 4xl2-inch rectangle on 
floured area. Brush each piece with butter and 
sprinkle with cinnamon and sugar mixture. 
Place in 9xl3-inch buttered pan. Cut in 1-inch 
wide lengths in pan. Bake in 350° oven for 20-25 
minutes. 
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years Stanley Ballard, a 50-year employee of Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative, 
retired Jan. 30. He operated out of the co-op’s Galva office working in all or 
parts of five counties. 

It was a balmy summer day in 
1946. Bureau native Stanley 
Ballard, a railroad employee and 
recently discharged Navy veteran, 
was visiting home from Kansas, 
where he worked. While strolling 
down Princeton’s Main Street, he 
happened to notice the Illinois 
Valley Electric Cooperative 
(IVEC) building. 

With his electrical experience 
on the railroad, he figured he’d 
be a natural for a job there, close 
to home. He applied immediately. 

He got the job, working as a 
journeyman lineman for 85 cents 
an hour. Before closing out his ca¬ 
reer 50 years and six months later, 
Stan would work for five different 
IVEC managers, relocate to Galva, 
and put 1,750,000 miles on a se¬ 
ries of co-op trucks. 

But we’re getting ahead of our¬ 
selves. Stanley, who’d dropped out 
of school during his junior year to 
work for the railroad, had been 
there about a year when he be¬ 
came old enough to join the Navy. 
“World War II was on,” he says, 
“and it seemed like the thing to 
do. I was on the destroyer Massey 
doing radar picket duty off 
Okinawa.” 

After leaving the Navy, Stan 
went back to work for the railroad, 
in Kansas. It was on a home visit 

from that job that he happened 
into the IVEC office. 

Shortly after going to work at 
IVEC, Stan married his first wife, 
Margie, and they had two sons and 
a daughter. Margie died in 1991, 
and Stan married his present wife, 
Robyn, about a year ago. 

Stan notes that many things have 
remained unchanged in his half-cen¬ 
tury of work, although there have 
been many changes, too. 

“When I first got into mainte¬ 
nance in 1948,” he says, “we had 
several members who’d use 40 
kilowatt-hours, which was the 
minimum then, and quit using 
electricity. They didn’t think they 
were allowed to use any more. The 
minimum bill back then was 
$3.50, plus 11 cents tax.” 

IVEC, like virtually every 
other co-op, used military surplus 
trucks with A-frames attached to 
set poles. “We didn’t have bucket 
trucks or diggers. We dug all the 
holes by hand. Things are a lot 
easier than they were then.” 

As might be expected in a 50- 
year career, Stan remembers a 
storm or two, and says that the 
granddaddy of them all was an ice 
storm that hit on New Year’s Day, 
1948. “It dicin’t do too much dam¬ 
age because all the lines were 
nearly new,” he says, “but all the 

work had to be done with hooks 
and belts, so it took a long time. It 
took three weeks to get everybody 
back into service. 

“But it wasn’t as bad for the 
members back then. Most people 
could pump water with an old hand 
pump, and could heat with wood. 
They weren’t as dependent on electric¬ 
ity as they are now. People miss elec¬ 
tricity quickly now.” 

Stan was around for the con¬ 
struction of the present headquar¬ 
ters building, which was begun in 
1955, although he was working in 
the Galva area by then. Area out¬ 
posts were built in Ottawa in 1980 
and in Galva in 1981. 

Working in the Galva area in¬ 
volved covering the western one- 
third of IVEC’s service area, 
which includes all or parts of five 
counties. 

“Working for IVEC has been 
really great,” he says, “and I’ve had 
a good rapport with most of the 
people I’ve worked with over the 
years. I’m retiring partly because I 
don’t feel that I can do as good a 
job for them as they deserve, and 
partly because 50 years is long 
enough anyway. We have good 
men working over there, and I 
know they’ll do well by ‘my’ 
people.” 

- by Jack Halstead 
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Other 
long-timers 

As the rural electrifica¬ 
tion program gets on in years, 
many co-op employees are 
building multi-year careers. 
Stanley Ballard, featured on 
the opposite page, was chosen 
as a fairly representative long¬ 
time employee. 

While there are many em¬ 
ployees with 15-25 years in 
the program, there are very 
few who have reached or ex¬ 
ceeded the half-century mark. 
We are pleased to recognize 
two others here. 

French Fraker has been 
Eastern Illini Electric Cooper¬ 
ative's attorney for 55 years. 

Don Wheat, foreman at 
Wayne-White Counties 
Electric Cooperative recently 
received his 50-year pin at 
WWCEC’s 60th annual 
meeting. 

We congratulate both 
men, and thank them for 
their years of dedicated ser¬ 
vice. 

When it comes to getaways and vacations, 
no one has our background. 

1 58,000 Acres of water activities with 
over 1150 miles of meandering shoreline surrounded by 

expansive forests, rolling hills and dramatic blufts 
l Bass, crappie, bluegill, stripers & catfish 

l Over 185 holes of premier championship golf 
-l The largest top brand outlet mall in Missouri and 

53 Antique stores within a fifty' mile radius 
l A wide variety' of events & festivals 

Water Parks l Amusement Parks 
blunting l Caving l Country Music Shows 

Offering over 65 years of experience in hospitality’ 
with restaurants & accommodations to suit any taste & budget 

ATTENTION MOBILE HOME OWNER! 

KEMCO ROOF-OVER System is the Ultimate 
Solution for a Problem Roof! 

• REDUCES HEATING & 
COOLING COSTS 

• MAINTENANCE FREE 
• BUILT IN OVERHANG It 

GUTTERING ELIMINATES WA 
TER STREAKS ON SIDE OF HOME 
STRONG ENOUGH TO STAND ON 

• NO MORE ROOF COATING YEAR AFTER YEAR 
• QUIET! NO ROOF RUMBLE OR RATTLE 

ELIMINATES CONDENSATION & WATER PROBLEMS 

Kemco Aluminum • 1-800-456-KEMCO 
(5362) 

MARCI i 



MARKETPLACE 
Used meat saws, grinders, grinders, tenderizers and other 
butchering equipment. 2615 South 1st, Springfield, Illinois. 
Phone (217) 522-3934. 

TRENCHERS—New and Used—$1,250 and up. Ditch 

Witch Sales, Inc., 107 Troy Road, Collinsville, IL 62234. 
Phone (618) 345-6262. Mo. (314) 436-2133. 

INSULATION—4x8 sheets, Foil backed foam—factory 
seconds—easy to install. Contact Ken Nichols at (800) 
424-1256. 

POST FRAME BUILDINGS—Farm, commercial, 
residential. Bill Parkinson, Hardin, IL 62047, Phone (618) 
576-2287or (800) 225-8070. 

Used and new restaurant and concession equipment. Ice 
machines, grills, fryers, sinks, poppers, ice cream machines, 
etc.ErioSales,2615So. 1st, Springfield, IL (217) 522-3934. 

WANTED: TO BUY standing timber of all species. Highest 
possible prices paid. Selective cutting optional. Minimal 
land disturbance. D&E Logging, Ava, IL (618) 426-3065, 
(618)426-9001. 

TRAILERS. All types for pickups, horse, stock, utility, 
cargo, grain, utility-dump. 75-100 in stock. Rawlings Trailer 
Sales, Hopedale, IL (309) 449-3309. 

WATER CONDITIONER with No Salt, No 
Maintenance, No Electricity, No Replacement Parts. Call 
(800) 500-3303. Tower Hill, 111. Ask for Bob. 

GOOD CLEAN (Rental Type) work uniforms, 6 pants and 
6 shirts to match $29.95, work jackets $9.95 postpaid. Phone 
(803) 393-8081. Send sizes with check or money order. 
WALTS WHOLESALE, P.O. Box 208-E, Darlington, SC 
29532. MQVA accepted. 

PLANNING A FLORIDA VACATION? Fish Haven 
Lodge on beautiful Lake Juliana is the place for you. Located 
in central Florida, only 30 min. from Disney World. 
Lakefront housekeeping cottages, adult mobile home park 
and large R.V. lots are available. Some of Horida’s most 
reasonable rates. Write Fish Haven Lodge, Box 1, Fish 
Haven Road, Aubumdale, FL 33823. Phone (941) 984- 
1183. 

MINNETOKA moccasins, HARLEY DAVIDSON, and 

4x4 BOOTS. Send $ 1.00 refundable with first order for 
catalog or flyer. Mix’s, PO Box 228, Utica, IL61373. 

GUARANTEED EASY DUMPLING RECIPE. Send 
$2.00 and SASE to Dumplings, 15688 Thompsonville Road, 
Thompsonville, IL 62890. 

LET THE GOVERNMENT FINANCE your new or 
existing small business. GrantsAoans to $800,000.00. Free 
recorded message: (707) 449-8600. (HX7). 

AFTER DINNER SPEAKER. “Live, Laugh and Love with 
Louie the Singing Farmer.” Louis Reuschel, 203 Quincy 
St., Box 204, Golden, IL62339. (217) 696-2493. 

HOME BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES. Be your own boss, 

pick your own hours. Send long SASE and $ 1 to JK Inc., 
RR 2 Box 169B, Ashkum, IL 60911. 

BOTTLE FEED A WHITETAIL FAWN—Makes a 
delightful pet, also weaned fawns, mature bucks and does 
for sale. Call Coop’s Creek Deer Farm at (217) 734-2790. 

RECORDS/CASSETTES/CD’S: Old Time Country 
Music, Yodeling, Western Swing, Dobro, Gospel, Bluegrass. 
Frontier Records, Box 157-REN, Jenks, Oklahoma 74037. 

LET THE GOVERNMENT PAY for your new or existing 
home. Over 100 different programs available. Free recorded 
message: (707) 448-3210. (8HX7) 

HERITAGE LOG HOMES from the Great Smokey 
Mountains, for information write: Box 212, Wyanet, IL 
61379 or phone (815) 699-7276. 

LLAMAS ARE VERSATILE! They will-guard livestock 
from predators, carry up to 100 pounds, pull carts, provide 
a soft, warm wool for spinning and crafts, walk in parades, 
and be wonderful companions! Come and experience llamas 
for yourself. Tranquility Llamas, Bloomington, Illinois. (309) 
963-4553. 

CUSTOM SAWMILLING with Portable Woodmizer. 
Your place or mine. Call Jim Virkler, (815) 692-2890. 

LOOKING FOR EXTRA INCOME? Assemble craft 
products at home. Over 100 reputable companies now 

hiring! Guaranteed! CallNowToll Free: (800) 377-6000, 
ext. 6250. 

SAVE 75% ON WORK CLOTHES! Uniform rental 
returns in excellent condition. Money back guarantee, free 
brochure. Suntex Recylcing, toll free (800) 909-9025,24 
hours-7 days. 

FARM TOY SHOW: Trico Grade School gymnasium, 
Campbell Hill, IL Farm toys, collectibles, NASCAR, etc. 
Sunday, April 6,1997,9a.m.to3p.m.SponsoredbyTrico 
Lions Club, 13344Hwy4, Ava, IL 62907. (618) 426-9049. 

EVERGREENS, DECIDUOUS, FRUIT TREES & 
flowering shrubs: available for spring planting. For 
information write: Wallace-Woodstock, Inc., W6291 Hwy. 
95, Neillsville.WI 54456 or call toll free: (888) 803-8733. 

OPEN POLLINATED SEED CORN $30. Outproduces 
hybrids for silage. High protein grain. Reduce inputs for 
livestock feed. We ship. (217) 857-3377. 

Fiberglass corrugated, 26-inch wide. 8-10-12 foot long. 8 ft.- 

$4.12 ft-$6. Large supply, all colors. Dongola, IL (618) 827- 

ASSEMBLY JOBS! Clerical jobs! Mail processing jobs! 
Homeworkers needed immediately for good honest paying 
jobs! Send long SASE to: Charlin, Box 7158-P, 
Albuquerque, NM 87194. 

MAGNETIC THERAPY is reponed by many to give relief 

from: pain, migraine, headaches, allergies, arthritis, etc. 
(800) 500-3303, ask for Bob. 

BASKETWEAVING, CHAIRSEATING SUPPLIES, 

OAK Baskets, Books, Kits. Quality. Prompt. Discounted. 
Catalog $ 1.00. Ozark Basketry, Box 599-REN, Fayetteville, 
ARK 72702-0599. (501) 442-9292. 

20/20 WITHOUT GLASSES! Safe, rapid, nonsurgical, 
permanent restoration 6-8 weeks. Airline pilot developed, 
doctor approved. Free information by mail: (800)422-7320 

Ext. 124., (406) 961-5570, FAX (406) 961-5577, http.:// 
www.visionfreedom.com. SATISFACTION 
GUARANTEED. 

4737. 

LOOK1 Jumpsuit & Coverall Specialists 
' ^ n featuring Walls, Para-Suit by Sweet & Berco 

NEW Ladies Denim Jumpsuits 
From 

$31.95 
fa 

0$ 
2209 OK. Ave, 
Woodward, OK 73801 

Call for a Free Color Catalog 

Tot) Free 80CW27-0692 

Hours: 8 a.m. to 10 p.m. 

Short or Long Sleeve 
Perma-Press 30 Colors 

25 Fabrics - Sizes 34-60 
Reg., Short Long & X-Tall 

VISA. MasterCard & Discover 
Abo Military Flight 

CoveraJk 

(Nomex* or Plain) 

2 SEAT BIKE 
Drives Like a Car! 
Multi-speed 
Street Legal 
Easy to Pedal 
1, 2 & 4 Sealer 
Cargo Carrier 

RIIOnDI/ 
Free Literature 

' 615 822-2737 Ext 9986 

Wanted: 10 people who need to lose weight and make 
money, to try NEW DIETARY SUPPLEMENT weight 
loss product. Phone: (309) 379-6441. 

LLAMAS FOR YOU! Great pets, 4-H projects or for profit. 
Low maintenance male and females. Free delivery. (309) 
359-8941. 

If you stop in at CAVE IN ROCK, IL MOTEL tell me you 
don't want the regular price. Tell me you want a deal. Ron: 
(618)289-32%. 

WATKINS—’’Original” quality products, like Grandma 
used. Full color catalog with recipes. Call or write: 
Independent Representative, Heidi Nottmeier, 4113 
Nottmeier Lane, Fults, IL62244. (618) 458-6522. 

FISHING, CAMPING, relaxing on 200 acres of woods with 
57 different lakes and canals. Full hookups, also permanent 
camp sites. Stock monthly all summer. Annual 
memberships. The FISHING CLUB, Gibson City, IL (217) 
784-8808. 

CARBIDE IMPREGNATED SAWBITS for circular 
sawmills. Dramatically out cut and out last regular sawbits. 
Only $125 per box. Phone (618) 569-3407. 

HOMEWORKERS URGENTLY NEEDED! Weekly 
paychecks from your own home. Free details. Send long 
SASE to: S.P.EL, PO Box 125, Potomac, IL 61865. 

POND WEEDS and ALGAE interfering with your fishing, 
swimming, etc.? Cattails out of control? Enjoy a clean lake 
this year. Call the professionals for FREE estimate. Aquatic 
Control of Illinois. Phone: (217) 784-8808. 

GOOD HEALTH is PRIME for everyone. Some 
WEALTH following makes life even better. No fees to join. 
No inventory required. No billing or collecting money. 
Leading nutritional health company lets you set your own 
pace from home or just become healthier. Call (800) 853- 

7918 for Health-Wealth information and enjoy the better 
life. 

Holeman’s Special Delivery’s—moving anything 1,000 
pounds or less and 40x60 in size. Phone (618) 665-3569. 
Willima Holeman, owner. 

ILLINOIS OSTRICH RESOURCE GUIDE. Suppliers, 
products. Send $5 toTOMBEK Publishing, RR 1 Box 495A 
Alvin, IL61811. 

REGISTERED ANGUS BULLS and FEMALES for sale. 
Top bloodlines, excellent performance numbers. Shilo 
Farms, StanProx, 16339 E. 725th St., Macomb, IL 61455. 
(309)837-2734. 

DEALERS, INDEPENDENT SALES REPS, wanted. 
Ideal as side line or for retirees. Sell ad speciality items 
(imprinted cups, key rings, rulers, etc.). Thousands of 
products sell themselves when you show catalogs. Write 
for free dealer kit. John Conrad, Conrad Press, Ltd., P.O. 
Box 407, Columbia, IL 62236. 

NOT A "ROUND TOP"! 
NOT A "POLE BARN"! 

100% ALL STEEL 
24x36x9 - $3780 30x30x9 - $4180 
30x39x12 - $4840 36x50x12 - $6870 

.Op 

StinpAxwi Steel Bldg. Co. 
P.O. Box 87 

Columbus, KS 66725 

1-800-959-0220 
FAX 316-429-8412 
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Please publish my  word advertisement for  times starting with the _ 

and 30 cents per word for each word beyond 20. Total payment enclosed is . 

I am a member of  

1 You must be a member of an Illinois rural electric cooperative in order to qualify for 
the special rates. Non-members pay $ 1.20 per word with a $24 minimum for 20 
words or less. Members must attach their mailing label to the order form. 

Z Advertising copy must be in the Illinois Country Living office 45 days prior to 
month in which as is to appear. 
3. All ads must be in one paragraph form. No centered copy. Maximum of four all¬ 

capital words per ad. 

issue. For each month's insertion, I have enclosed $8 for the first 20 words or less 

  electric cooperative and my Illinois Country Living mailing label is attached. 

4. Cash, check or money order must accompany ad order. No billing or charges. 
Make checks payable to Illinois Country Living. 

5. Please type or print your ad neatly. Include your name, address and telephone 
number even if they are a part of the advertising copy you plan to run in the Illinois 
Marketplace. 

d The publisher reserves the right to reject any advertisement. 

Additional Words 

Mail to Illinois Marketplace 
Illinois Country Living, P.O. Box 3787 • Springfield, IL 62708 

17 18 

23 24 

(use separate sheet if needed) 

Deadline for May issue: March 15 

LOT WITH 32' TRAILER, shed, TV tower, stocked pond, 
sand beach, Spring Creek RV Park near Watseka. $ 15,900. 
Evenings-(708) 479-1758. 

JUKEBOX: WANTED OLD JUKEBOX, any condition. 
Phone John (217) 924-4566. 

FREE vacation and real estate guide for Southern Illinois. 
Send name and address to: Shawnee Country Enterprises, 
P.O. Box 426, Golconda, IL 62938. 

FOR SALE: Furnished house trailer by Iroquis River. Boat 
and motor included. Rent ground space. Phone (815) 93 5- 
1098. 

DEER HUNTER’S HAVEN. 60 acres in White County 
on Skillet Fork River. Has standing timber: two acres tillable. 
(217)824-4030. 

MARRIAGE and FAMILY COUNSELING SERVICES; 
helping people cope with stress, anxiety, depression, marital 
problems. Call (888)-805-HELP, toU-free. 

ASSEMBLE CRAFTS AT HOME! Top pay! Easy work! 
Guaranteed! (813) 857-2000ext. D448. 

RABBITS! Commercial New Zealand White M-70 series 
breeding stock. S ASE for price list. Full Moon Rabbit Farm, 
R# 1 Box 281, Blufis, IL 62621. (217) 754-3460. 

WANTED: ALL SPECIES STANDING timber. Clear 
cutting available. Free estimates, no obligations. Paul Jones, 
Ridgway, IL 62979. (618) 272-3032. 

HOME SHOPPING is now available to all! If you have a 

VCR, you don’t need cable, satellite dishes, etc. to enjoy 
the convenience of home shopping channels. Also, travel 
discounts, unique gifts and more. Send SASE for free 
information, or $25 foryour subscription today to: Vicky, 
P.O. Box 149-IM, Mason City, IL 62664. 

PORCH SWINGS—Handcrafted quality and comfort. 
$300+. Any length. Bankston Swing Co., Rockingham, 
NC (800) YO-SWING. 

PLAY GOSPEL SONGS by EAR! Add Chords, Piano, 
Organ. 10 easy lessons $7.50. Guaranteed. Davidsons, 
6727R1 Metcalf, Shawnee Mission, Kansas 66204. 

21ST CENTURY FORMULATING BREAK¬ 
THROUGH allow you to minimize supplement intake: 
Contains vitamins, minerals, amino acids, herbs, gjandulars, 
digestive enzymes, etc. Call (800) 500-3303, ask for Bob. 

SALE! INSTANT GARAGES for Car, RV, Workshops, 
Greenhouses, Pool Enclosures, Quick Assembly. No bldg, 
permit req. from $499. Color Images, 1946 N. 42nd Rd., 
Leland, IL60531. Phone/FAX (815) 495-9243. 

WANTED TO BUY: Caterpillar, Holt or Best crawler 
tractors. Tim Bums, 3619 LL Rd., Fults, IL 62244. (618) 
458-6610. 

3-THREE DIMENSIONAL DEER DECOYS from one 
sheet of plywood. Send $5 for pattern to: Decoys, 8 High 
Forest, Belleville, IL 62226. 

“ARABIAN MARE AND FOAU’-Beaurifiil Alkhamsa, 
Mahogany Bay, 152, very gentle, rides children or adults. 
$3,800. Fillies also. Call (618) 286-3775. 

CONRAD’s ALMANAC and Monroe County 
INFOBAHN. Humor, German recipes, Kloepper Card 
Game rules, advice, quips, quotes. As seen on St. Louis TV 
“Show Me St. Louis.” $3. John Conrad, P.O. Box 407, 
Columbia, IL 62236. 

GREEN HOUSES—Factory direct. 8x10 and larger. Kits 
or complete, delivery available. Send $4 S&H. Refundable 
with order, plus $25 coupon to Green House, P.O. Box 221, 
Blue Mound, IL62513. 

BCDROOM ORGANIZCR 

PUT A DRESSER UNDER ANY BED I Increase drawer storage with thisB 
beautiful, top quality, solid wood,l 
dust proof, underbed dresser. Fitsl 
under any mattress. Shipped UPS 1 
ORDER 48 PAGE CATALOG 605 | 

1-800-782-4825 

9.9(t/MINUTE LONG DISTANCE. Free sign up, 
commissions, 800#’s, telecards, etc. Toll free (888) 240- 
9497. 

TREES, SHRUBS—Buy direct from tree farm. 1 to 12', 
$ 10 coupon. Send $3 to Nursery, P.O. Box 221, Blue Mound, 
IL 62513. 

FIELD BROS. HARDWOODS 3,000 bd. ft. drying 
capacity. Call for information about group drying. WHSL 

RTL Hardwoods, Effingham. (800) 515-KILN. 

WATER GAUGE for CISTERNS and WELLS: Finally, 
no more guessing or measuring. Know how much water 
you have from inside your home. Helbom Innoventions, 
P.O. Box 352, Sparta, IL62286. Phone (618) 774-2500. 

MIDWEST BIRD and ANIMAL SWAP and sale. March 
30 and April 27 at Monroe County Fairgrounds, Waterloo, 
IL (618) 939-6809. 

CHLOROPHYLL, NATURE’S ENERGY SUPPLY. 
Natural, internal deodorant may be useful in internal 
cleansing programs. $7.95 and $2 S<SiH. Shiloh General, 

13017 Hazel St. Campbell Hill, IL 62916. 

OSTRICHES FOR SALE. Three pair proven breeder 
African blacks. Bom June '92, April '94 and July '94. Each 
bird is microchipped. Phone: (309) 341-3775. 

HERITAGE 
BUILDING SYSTEMS 

800-643-3535 
BUILD IT YOURSELF AND SAVE 

30 X 40 X 10   $4,180 
40 X OO X 12   $7,487 
OO X OO X 12   $9,380 
50 X 75 X 12   $9,979 
60 X 90 X 12   $13,198 

120 X 200 X 14-M2   $47,913 
Commercial steel buildings featuring easy bolt up 
assembly from America’s largest distributor. We have 
over 10,000 standard sizes of shop, farm, industrial, 
commercial and mini-warehouse buildings. All are 
complete with engineer stamped permit drawings. 20 
year roof and wall rust warranty. Call us today for a 
free information package and a quote on our top qual¬ 
ity buildings or building component parts. 

Mini Warehouse Sale 
$9,999 

i 20' x 120' with 24 units complete with partitions 
littp://metalDldg.cei.net . 
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Limited Advance Striking. 

POUND PROOF 
The Washington Mint Announces the Limited Minting of a Massive 

Eight-Ounce Proof Struck from Pure Silver Bullion—Advance Price $139 
The Washington Mint announces the limited advance minting of an 

extraordinary silver proof—the 1997 Giant Half-Pound Silver Eagle. 

This extraordinary piece of pure silver bullion is EIGHT TIMES 
HEAVIER than the famous United States American Eagle, and its 
3-1/2 inch diameter dwarfs every United States coin ever minted. 

And NOW, during a limited advance strike period, the first 1997 
Giant Half-Pound Silver Eagles are available at a special discount 
price—only $139! 

ADDITIONAL DISCOUNTS 
Substantial additional discounts are available for serious collectors 

who wish to acquire more than one of these exquisite silver proofs. 
You can order: 

THREE Half-Pound Silver Eagles for $375 
FIVE Half-Pound Silver Eagles for $595 
TEN Half-Pound Silver Eagles for $1,095 

There is a limit of ten Giant Half-Pound Silver Eagles per order, 
and all orders are subject to acceptance by The Washington Mint, 
EEC.® Total charges for shipping, handling and insurance are 
limited to $9.50 per order. 

ONLY 50,000 AVAILABLE 
The Washington Mint will strike only 50.000 Giant Half-Pound 

Silver Eagles for 1997. so oversubscription is a virtual certainty. 

Patterns of mail delivery vary widely and erratically across the nation. 
Collectors in numerous locales are unfairly disadvantaged by a mail 
registration system. NO mail orders will be accepted. 

TELEPHONE ORDERS ONLY WILL BE ACCEPTED ON A 
STRICT FIRST-COME. FIRST-SERVED BASIS ACCORDING TO 
THE TIME AND DATE OF THE ORDER. 

CUSTOMERS ARE STRONGLY ADVISED TO SECURE THEIR 
RESERVATIONS IMMEDIATELY BY CALLING TOLL-FREE: 

UNPRECEDENTED WEIGHT 
The Half-Pound Silver Eagle combines unprecedented weight with 

extraordinary dimension—it’s a landmark in proof minting. The 
specifications for this colossal medallic proof are unparalleled. 
EACH ONE: 

• Is Individually Struck from Pure .999 Silver Bullion 

• Contains 248.82 Grams (3,840 grains) of Pure Silver 

• Is a Full 3-1/2 Inches in Diameter 

• Weighs OVER One-Half Pound 

• Is Individually Registered 7L-- 

and Numbered ^BMlllllll 0^ 

• Is Fully Encapsulated to Protect its Mirror-Finish 

• Includes a Deluxe Velvet Presentation Case 

• Comes With a Numbered Certificate of Authenticity 

(24 hours a day, 7 days a week) 

A major credit card is necessary to secure your reservation, and The 
Washington Mint fully guarantees satisfaction with a money-back 
policy for a full 60 days. 

The Washington Mint, LLC® 
Since 1981, The Washington Mint has procured rare coins, 

secured bullion and struck medallions for the American 
numismatic public as an independent private mint, not affiliated 
with the United States Government. This independence provides 
the cornerstone for our commitment to excellence in both product 
and sendee, and most importantly, it guarantees to our customers 
essential rights and complete satisfaction. , , 

w D703 

ADVANCE STRIKE DISCOUNT 
The price for the 1997 Giant Half-Pound Silver Eagle will be set at 

$165 per proof. 

HOWEVER, IF YOU PLACE YOUR ORDER NOW, YOU CAN 
ACQUIRE THE 1997 GIANT HALF-POUND SILVER EAGLE 
AT THE SPECIAL ADVANCE STRIKE DISCOUNT PRICE - 
ONLY $139. 

NOTE TO COLLECTORS: IF YOU PLACE YOUR ORDER FOR 
THE 1997 HALF-POUND SILVER EAGLE(S) WITHOUT DELAY, IT 
WILL BE PROCESSED IMMEDIATELY. AND EARLIEST ORDERS 
WILL RECEIVE THE LOWEST REGISTRATION NUMBERS. 

© 1997 The Washington Mint, LLC® 

Shown smaller 
than actual size! 



rMORE SUPER VALUES! ^ 
Mosquito 

-4 Repellent Plant 
ONLy$A<99 

When You Buy Three! 

Throw away those foul-smelling 
sprays, greasy lotions and other 
expensive repellents. Just a couple 
of Mosquito Plants will help keep 
your home mosquito-free! This 
incredible plant emits a scent that 
people love - but mosquitoes can’t 
stand! So rid yourself of these 
pests once and for all! 2-1/4" pot. 

50-Piece 
Bulb Garden b- 

ONLY -95 
ca. 

50 healthy flowering bulbs for 
only $4.95? Guaranteed to bloom 
this summer? YES! This value- 
packed bulb sampler lets you try 
Anemones, Garden Gloxinias, 
Blazing Stars, Hybrid Lilies, Glads 
and Freesias at no risk! What an 
outstanding combination of colors 

bloom times! Order today! 

1 \Jr OO^LXO^y 

Easy instructions and 
planting diagram included! 

16 
Flowering 
Perennials 

$E99 

Flowering Shade Garden 
Easy to Grow* Perfect for Beginners! 
Almost every yard has areas so shady that nothing wants 
to grow. This spring, our specialized 16-piece Shade 
Garden will add dazzle to your yard’s darkest comers. 
Imagine three flame-red Hardy Perennial Lilies catching your eye from 
where only moss once grew. Six Lilies of the Valley will nestle beside 
the bold outlines of a Gold-Edged Hosta, both beneath rosy lockets of 
three Fem-Leaf Bleeding Hearts and the accents of three Blue 
Columbines. Plant our easy-to-grow flowering shade garden in well- 
drained soil with partial to full shade. These hardy perennials promise 
to brighten the dimmest corners of your yard with sensational color year 
after year — Guaranteed! Includes FREE Planting Diagram. 

FREE Planting Guide Included with Every Order. 

CARDINAL 
SHRUB 

FORSYTHIA ROSE OF 
SHARON 

WHITE 
SPIREA 

PINK SPIREA 

15 flowering 

50-ft. Flowering Fence shmbsforoniy 
No wooden fence can compare with the Flowering Fence! Enjoy $0*99 
colorful blooms, privacy and reduced noise. Makes your yard look 
like a million for less than 20d per foot! You get 3 each of these 5 ^ 
shrubs: Cardinal Shrub features rosy-pink flowers. Forsythia’s yellow blooms are 
favorites. Rose of Sharon boasts fragrant pink flowers. White Spirea’s flowers are so 
thick they almost cover the branches. And Pink Spirea shows off dainty pink blooms. 
Just plant in a sunny location. These 12" to 18" plants thrive in almost any soil. Blooms 
spring to fall. Prune as needed to maintain desired height. 

The Best Guarantee In the Business! 

LIFETIME GUARANTEE 
If you’re not happy with any item you order from us, simply return it within 15 days for a full 
refund or replacement, whichever you prefer. Any items that do not grow and flourish to your 

complete satisfaction will be replaced FREE - with no time limit - for as long as you garden. 

MICHIGAN BULB COMPANY 597 ' 
1950 WALDORF, N.W., GRAND RAPIDS. MI 49550 

YES! Please send my order as indicated for spring delivery. Include 
all FREE bonus items to which I am entitled. All items are cov¬ 
ered by your no-risk LIFETIME GUARANTEE. 

Please Print I PP 6137 D 5 | 

MR. 
MRS. 

HOW 
MANY 

CAT. 
NO. 

ITEM COST 

03632 Fruit Cocktail Tree ($17.95 ea. - 2/S29.90) 

02170 Perennial Starter Garden ($9.99 ea. - 2/$18.98) 

20644 500,000 Wildflowers ($12.95 ea. - 2/$23.90) 

02717 Creeping Phlox (12/$4.98) Plus 12 FREE 

05033 Hardy Perennial Lilies (10/$7.98) Plus 10 FREE 

00893 Mosquito Repellent Plant ($6.99 ea. - 3/$14.97) 

07419 50-Piece Bulb Garden ($4.95 ea.) 

35386 Shade Garden ($5.99 ea. - 2/$10.98) 

03426 Flowering Fence ($9.99 ea. - 2/$17.98) 

10 FREE Oxalis with any order. 0.00 

12 FREE Mixed Gladiolus if your order totals $10.00. 0.00 

8 FREE Ranunculus (plus 12 Mixed Gladiolus) 
if your order totals $20.00. 0.00 

1 FREE Surprise FREE Gift - A $5.00 Value (plus 12 Mixed 
Gladiolus and 8 Ranunculus) if order totals $30.00. 0.00 

□ Payment enclosed. □ Bill on my credit card below. 

Exp. Date 

men 

handling 

SALES TAX: 
1 Ml add 6% 
J IN add 8.25% 

MO add 4.225% 

Grand Total 

4.95 

MAIL THIS MONEY-SAVING COUPON TODAY! 

PRINTED IN U.S.A. N 
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SAVINGS 
SPRING GARDEN SPECTACULAR! 
Our Most Popular Plants At Low, Low Prices! 

C rj -4 
◄ 

BONUS BULBS! 
r AND A SURPRISE FREE GIFT! 

BS!^ 
rUT! 

iJd 

Fruit Cocktail Tree 
Enjoy 5 Fruits From One Tree! 
Pick Luscious Fruit By The Bushel-In Your Backyard! 
This amazing tree is grafted with five popular fruits. When 
mature, each tree produces loads of peaches, nectarines, apri¬ 
cots, red and purple plums. One or two trees could supply your 
family with plenty of fresh fruit, plus enough left for mouth¬ 
watering jams, jellies and pies! Best of all, it takes up only a few 
feet of space in a sunny backyard. And it’s the perfect height for 
easy picking—just 12' to 15' fully grown. You get strong, well- 
rooted 3'-4' trees guaranteed to grow. A great value at $17.95. 
Order today, and enjoy! 

500,000 Wildflowers $«f A.95 
Thousands of Blooms for just ■ ^ 
This special Wildflower Sack™ contains seeds for growing MORE 
THAN HALF A MILLION COLORFUL WILDFLOWERS'. Just a 
few weeks after planting, these bloom-crazy flowers will transform 
any bare spot into a garden you can be proud of. You get enough 
seed to tum a 500 sq. ft. area from dull to dazzling! 15 varieties in 
all. Order today and enjoy colorful, carefree beauty at its best! 

A. Creeping Phlox (12 plants) 
B. Sweet William (5 plants) 
C. Hibiscus. Mixed (3 plants) 
D. Mixed Carnations (5 plants) 
E. Shasta Daisy (5 plants) 
Total number of plants: 30 
Approximate 
planting time: 
1 hour 

Perennial Starter Garden $£.99 
A fail-proof perennial garden for so Hardy 
only $9*99! Perfect for beginners! Perennials 
If you’ve admired other people’s perennial gardens, yet thought it might be com¬ 
plicated or expensive to put together such a garden of your own, here’s great news. 
This big 9' x6' Perennial Starter Garden will get you off to a sure-fire start! Our 
professional designers created this delightful bed using 30 of the easiest-to-grow 
perennial plants — for guaranteed success in your yard. Plant in full sun. You’ll 
have glorious blooms every year for decades to come. 1-year-old plants. 

FREE Planting Guide and Diagram Included with Every Order. 

BUY ONE GET ONE FREE 

Naturalizing ► 
Lilies 00 

10 FOR ONLY > 
PLUS 10 FREE! M 

Tall, elegant and easy to grow. Hardy 
Perennial Lilies quickly fill gardens, 
beds and borders with carefree color. 
These bloom-crazy beauties spread so 
rapidly, they’re perfect for naturaliz¬ 
ing. Plant in any sunny or partly shady 
spot and watch them transform the 
area into a sweeping mass of color! 
Perfect as a cut-flower, too! 10-12cm 

. bulbs. Order right away! 

Phlox 
12 FOR ONLY 

PLUS 12 FREE! 
Say goodbye to all those-hard-to-mow 
areas of your yard! This low-growing 
mat of tufted green spreads vigorously 
to cover even the most troublesome 
areas of your yard. In late spring, the 
foliage gives way to a thick blanket of 
ankle-high flowers in rose-purple, 
vivid blue and snowy white. 12 plants 
cover 20 square feet. Order yours 
today! 1-year-old plants. 


