
Searls honored FFA’s Mindy Elvidge 
See page 6 See page 20 
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Rescue Your Dying Septic System NOW! 
Just Pour Safe, Easy To Use Powder Into Your Commode and Finally . . . 

E ND SEPTIC T/ 
CLOGGING £ 
     . - 1 

\NK BACKUP 
md SMELL 

WHY SEPTIC TANKS BACK UP Septic tanks Clog, Backup and 
Smell because of household cleaners, which are great for dishes, 
laundry and floors, but kill good bacteria in your tank and cesspool 
that normally digest solid wastes, fats, greases and starches. 
Without this bacterial action solid waste builds up in your system. 
They overflow into and clog your drainfields, lines and back up in¬ 
to your tank, causing overflows and smells. Even pumping your tank 
will not clean out the pipes or drainfields, but SEPTIPRO® will! 
HOW SEPTIPRO® WORKS TO SAVE YOUR DYING SYSTEM! It 
goes to work immediately with 3 Safe Potent Enzymes and Bacteria 
supplement that works with your good bacteria to break down and 
digest fats, greases, starches, and all organic waste materials in¬ 
cluding paper and cotton fibers. It converts and liquifies all organic 
solid wastes. Cleans tank, pipes, and drainfields. Drainfields 
become porous allowing earth to absorb. The entire system opens 
and works from beginning to end. 
SEPTIPRO® SAVES YOU MONEY! No more costly mechanical 
cleaning, digging or pumping. 
SAFE AND EASY TO USE! Just pour SEPTI-  
PRO® into your commode, let it work! Results 
usually visible overnight! Non-toxic, Poisonous 
or Corrosive. Harmless to Humans, Animals or 
Plumbing. Will make your system odor-free. 
SEPTIPRO® IS GUARANTEED TO KEEP 
YOUR SEPTIC SYSTEM TROUBLE FREE OR 
WE WILL REFUND EVERY PENNY YOU PAID 
FOR YOUR SEPTIPRO® . 1 lb. for initial treat¬ 
ment of 1000 gal. tank or for maintenance V* 
pound once a month. 

SOLIDS DIGESTED AND LIQUIFIED NOW ABSORBED 
IN OPENED DRAINFIELDS 

I understand that SEPTIPRO1 is fully guaranteed and 
it it does not do as claimed. I can return the unused 
portion within 30 days and get all my money back. 

YOU DON’T RISK A PENNY! 
Order Now! Money Back Guarantee! 

SAVE ON LARGER SIZES 

SEPTIPRO® 
P.O. Box 395, Lester Prairie, MN 55354 

□ 1 lb. $ 9.95 plus $2.00 P & H total $11.95 

□ 2 lbs. $16.40 plus $3.00 P & H total $19.40 

□ 4 lbs. $23.30 plus $3.50 P & H total $26.80 

□ 8 lbs. $38.50 plus $4.00 P & H total $42.50 
Account No. | 
(All digits) I I l I I l—I—I—I—l—I—L 

Check □ 
C.O.D. Extra □ 
MasterCard □ 

Visa □ 

Expiration Date 

Signature   

Street 

City  . State. Zip. 

Call Toll Free: 1-800-32M389 

Gardening with Gurney's 
gives you great results! 

Take our Stakeless Tomato. 
It's ideal for beginning garden¬ 
ers, but old hands love it, too. 

The compact growth and 
thick, sturdy stems let each plant 
support several pounds of sweet, 
meaty fruit well above ground. 

Try this tomato for your¬ 
self! A packet is just 25c with 
the coupon below. We'll also 
send you a free copy of our 
big spring catalog, so you 
can see our complete lineup! 

Mail this coupon to get your 

FREE 
CATALOG! 

 ^ >0 
OURNEYS 

SEED & NURSERY CO. 
Dept 85-3234. 110 Capitol Yankton. South Dakota 57079 

GURNEY SEED & NURSERY CO 
Dept. 85-3234. 110 Capitol. Yankton. South Dakota 57079 

YES! Send my packet of Stakeless Tomato seeds and a free copy of Gurney's catalog. 

Name 

Street 

City  

State  
U S. Residents Only. Please 

Zip. 

MISSING 

RANDY WAYNE LEACH 

LAST SEEN: 04/15/88 EYES: Blue 
FROM: Linwood, KS HEIGHT: 6'3" 
DOB: 07/25/70 WEIGHT: 220 
WHITE MALE HAIR: Brown 

ANDREW LEE BROWN 

LAST SEEN: 07/24/87 EYES: Brown 
FROM: Colquitt, GA HEIGHT: 2' 
DOB: 01/04/86 WEIGHT: 25 
BLACK MALE HAIR: Block 

If you can identify these or 
any other missing children, 
call The National Center for 

Missing and Exploited 
Children at: 

1-800-843-5678 
(sightings only) 

This messoge is brought to you os a public 
service by Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives, in cooperation with Notional Child 
Safety Council. 

-Safety Tip of the Month- 

Choose a secret code word to use in case 
of an emergency. Your child should never 
go with anyone who does not know the 
code word. 

© Notional Child Safety Council 1988 • All Rights Reserved • LITHO USA 

If you want to personally help 
end this national tragedy, or 
need additional information, 
please call: 

1-800-222-1464 
In Michigan, (517) 764-6070 
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Illinois Rural Electric News 

Enough is enough 
(Editor’s note: The federal Rural Electrification 
Administration (REA) makes and guarantees 
loans to the nation’s 1,000rural electric coopera¬ 
tives. Just prior to election day 1990, Congress 
agreed to slash those loan funds by 25 percent 
over five years. The following comments are 
by Bob Bergland, executive vice president and 
general manager of the National Rural Electric 
Cooperative Association.) 

The nation’s rural electric cooperatives have 
evaluated the impact of the Budget Reconciliation 
act of 1990 on rural America and concluded that 
we must seek more adequate loan funds for rural 
electrification. 

The rural electrification program, serving more 
than 25 million consumers in the most sparsely 
settled areas of 46 states, has already absorbed a 
40 percent reduction in insured loan funds for the 
past eight years. Meanwhile, other segments of the 
electric utility industry have been left untouched. 

To impose an additional cut of 25 percent on an 
already inadequate loan program is not fair. 

Moreover, it can only result in increasing the 
backlog of loan applications growing ever higher 
at REA and contribute to the further deterioration 
of the rural economy. 

The quality of life in the United States is going 
to depend in a large part on what it chooses to do 
with its rural area. The future ability of rural 
America to contribute to and participate in the 
nation’s potential depends upon the strength of 
local, rural institutions. The modest loan levels we 
seek will make it possible for rural electric coop¬ 
eratives to continue to provide high-quality, 
affordable electric service and local leadership in 
their areas, which make up three-quarters of the 
country’s land area. 

We feel that the National Rural Electric Coop¬ 
erative Association (NRECA) can best serve the 
government’s fiscal goals by working with Con¬ 
gress and the Administration to maintain the rural 
electrification program we have worked together 
to build. 
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Elves make a chain to move packages into Santa's toy bag. While most exhibits are made of lights, this display 
is lighted by small floodlights in the foreground. 

Lights 
of Christmas 

The air is cold and crisp. 
Colorful skiers schuss down 
mountain slopes, as giant snow¬ 
flakes fall. Snowmen dot the 
hillsides. These skiers and snow¬ 
flakes are special: They’re a part 
of the giant “Festival of Lights” 
display at Eagle Creek State 
Park on Lake Shelbyville. 

The snow scene, or “Winter 
Wonderland,” is made up of 
thousands of colored lights and 
is only a small part of the dis¬ 
play, which wends its way down 
a three-mile road to the lake. 
There’s a Victorian Village, a 
“Spirit of Christmas” area, and 
Toy land. Most are made up of 
thousands and thousands of 
light bulbs arranged on carefully 
shaped frameworks. 

The extravaganza, sponsored 

by several area businesses and 
associations, is scheduled to run 
through Sunday, February 3. 

While the Festival of Lights is 
a good enough reason by itself to 
head for Lake Shelbyville, or¬ 
ganizers hope visitors will linger 
in the area. Nearby towns and 
cities like Decatur and Shelby¬ 
ville are making a special effort 
to “light up” a little more than 
usual, to make the trip more 
enjoyable. And, of course, they 
hope to convince people to 
spend some time in the area, 
perhaps to make a vacation or 
“mini-vacation” of the trip. 
Eagle Creek Resort, with a lodge 
and two restaurants, hopes 
some viewers to stay there. 

Jim Coleman, manager of 
Shelby Electric Cooperative, 

Shelbyville, says, “Lake Shelby¬ 
ville is well known as a lake for 
all seasons, because there are a 
lot of things to do here the year 
around. We hope that while 
visitors are enjoying the light 
sculptures of the Festival of 
Lights, they’ll enjoy the many 
winter activities that are avail¬ 
able there, too.” Shelby Electric 
serves the resort. 

Festival of Lights activities 
kicked off at dusk November 10, 
when a large candy cane-shaped 
switch was thrown to send 
210,000 watts of power through 
the miles of wire that connect 
the displays. Since there was 
such a tremendous amount of 
wiring involved, Shelby Electric 
was in the thick of things, 
getting the circuits ready to 
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A large jack-in-the-box greets 
visitors. It is lighted from within. 

power the lights. 
As the event began to come 

together, it began to look as 
though it might be “touch and 
go,” as far as getting everything 
into place and tested before 
the throwing of the main switch. 
It was. Shelby crews worked 
late into the night on several 
occasions. 

Burnett Harshman, a member 
of the Festival of Lights board 
and one of the event’s sponsors, 
praised the crews for their 
unstinting efforts. “I was out 
there a lot when it was cold and 
damp and muddy, and they 
were there every time. We just 
can’t say enough good things 
about their help and dedica¬ 
tion,” he said. 

What they put such dedication 
into is an exhibit that will glad¬ 
den the heart of any Christmas 
enthusiast and go a long way 
toward giving Christmas spirit 
to even the most hardcore 
“Scrooge.” Entering the exhibit 
through a “covered bridge of 
lights,” a driver comes first to 

A snowman in Toyland waves a 
cheery Christmas greeting. 

the Winter Wonderland area. 
With just a few yards to catch 
his breath, he’s in the Victorian 
Village, with an old train, a rail¬ 
road depot, the Shelby County 
Courthouse and Decatur’s 
Transfer Building, all brilliantly 
recreated in colored lights. 

There are other buildings, too, 
and carolers around them. And 
Christmas trees. 

The next segment of the 
display gets to the heart of 
Christmas, and is the Spirit of 
Christmas area. Visitors arrive 
via an archway between rows of 
angels blowing horns, and are 
treated to the sight of a creche, 
camel caravans, more angels 
and Christmas and Chanukah 
greetings. There is a Star of 
David and a Menorah, in the 
midst of the other exhibits. 

Like the other displays, Toy- 
land is entered through yet 
another archway, this one deco¬ 
rated with lollipops and candy 
canes. There are toys every¬ 
where: most differ from the 
other displays. Instead of being 
outlined in lights, many are 
“fleshed out,” and lighted from 
within. There are hobby horses, 
snowmen, jack-in-the-boxes and 
all kinds of elves. At the end of 
the display, near the inn, there’s 
a big Santa. 

All in all, it’s an impressive, 
well-thought-out exhibit, and 
worth a drive and the $5 per car 
(buses are $20) admission fee. 
Eagle Creek State Park is located 
just off Illinois Rt. 128, 21 miles 
southeast of Decatur, 40 miles 
southwest of Champaign and 
about 15 miles northeast of 
Shelby ville. 

Some of those involved in the creation of the "Festival of Lights" are, 
from left, Ed Forester, James Bitzer, Burnett Harshman and James 
Coleman, manager of Shelby Electric Cooperative, Shelbyville. 
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Dean Searls, now retired, keeps 
busy with his Christmas tree farm 
near his home. 

Dean Searls: Co-op 
Working a few years in the late 

1930s for an investor-owned 
electric utility helped convince 
Dean Searls that the electric 
cooperative movement was right 
for him. His first job out of the 
college was with a utility that 
worked actively against the 
fledgling co-ops, who were strug¬ 
gling to electrify the country¬ 
side, largely neglected by the 
private electric companies. 

“It didn’t take me long to 

realize that their view of rural 
electrification was quite a bit dif¬ 
ferent from my own,” Searl says 
with smiling understatement, 
“so I started applying at co-ops 
for a manger’s job.” 

Searls, of Camp Point, who 
managed Adams Electrical 
Co-Operative for 40 years, is 
the recently honored “Co-op 
Manager of the Year,” as se¬ 
lected by the Illinois Cooperative 
Coordinating Committee in 

recognition of his leadership in 
several co-op endeavors. 

Although it has been nearly 
a decade since he retired as 
manager of Adams Electrical 
Co-Operative, Searls was recog¬ 
nized not only for his steward¬ 
ship of that cooperative, but also 
for his work as an interim man¬ 
ager for several electric coopera¬ 
tives in this country as well as 
his help in assisting several 
foreign countries to establish 
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rural electrification programs. 
Born and reared on a farm in 

Jersey County, Searls grew up 
without electricity, as did most 
other rural people of the day. 
He attended the University of 
Illinois and graduated in 1937 
with a bachelor of science degree 
from the College of Agriculture. 

Rejoined Adams in 1941, and 
while he was managing Adams 
Electrical, the co-op grew from 
eight employees to 48 and went 
from 671 miles of line to 2,000. 
Membership more than quad¬ 
rupled, from 1,700 to 7,000. 

While the co-op was growing, 
there was another rural problem 
that wasn’t being addressed: 
telephone service. Searls was in 
the thick of things, promoting 
and helping in the organiza¬ 
tion of Adams Telephone Co- 
Operative, at Golden. He man¬ 
aged that co-op from 1954 to 
1962 in addition to his duties at 
the electric cooperative. Later, 
he helped in the organization of 
a water cooperative. 

During the late 1950s, several 
Western Illinois electric distribu¬ 
tion cooperatives became con¬ 
cerned about the availability of 
power, and they set about or- 

MVP' 
ganizing a source of their own. 
Western Illinois Power Coopera¬ 
tive, or WIPCO, was the upshot 
of that venture, and Searls was 
on the board that founded the 
generation and transmission 
co-op and was named coor¬ 
dinator. He oversaw the con¬ 
struction of the Pearl Station, a 
coal-fired generating plant on 
the Illinois River near the town 
of Pearl in Pike County. 

Searls and his wife, Frances, 

live about halfway between 
Camp Point and Golden in a 
white, colonial house with 18 
acres of trees, a long, tree-lined 
driveway and a couple of small 
patches of cropland—usually 
planted in soybeans or wheat. 
There is an airstrip—1,500 feet 
of turf that Searls flies into and 
out of in his Cessna Sky lane. 
The strip cuts a swath right 
down the middle of another 
Searls enterprise, a Christmas 
tree farm. He cuts and sells hun¬ 
dreds of trees every year. It is 
their third home in the area. 
They lived in Camp Point in the 
early years and raised a family 
that includes a son, Paul, who is 
a corporate pilot and lives in 
Rockford, and a daughter, 
Deanne, who farms near Golden 
with her husband, Kenneth 
Miller. 

In addition to his work for 
Adams and WIPCO, Searls spent 
time in Guatemala, Vietnam and 
Papua New Guinea, helping 
those countries put rural elec¬ 
trification to work. 

Some of his managerships, 
however, came after his “retire¬ 
ment.” Some years ago, the 
National Rural Electric Coopera¬ 
tive Association (NRECA) came 
up with the idea of maintaining 
a pool of retired managers to 
step in as interim managers as 
they became needed. 

Such men, all with top-notch 
abilities, would be called in 
when a co-op suddenly found it¬ 
self leaderless, for whatever rea¬ 
son. A seasoned, well-qualified 
temporary manager, NRECA 
figured, could take the helm on 
a day-to-day basis, taking some 
of the urgency out of the mana¬ 
ger search, and offering the 
possibility of a careful selection 
of a new manager. Of some 20 or 
so positions filled in the last 15 
years, Searls has been tapped for 
four, and worked in Kentucky, 
Louisiana, and Wisconsin before 
returning to WIPCO to manage 

ILLINOIS 

it as it merged with Soyland 
Power Cooperative, Decatur. 

While a man who involved 
himself in so many activities 
would have to have a “good 
head of steam,” he is working up 
steam in another way, too. His 
newest hobby is a two-ton steam 

A steam tractor is one of Searls' 
latest acquisitions. He says it 
affords him many hours of enjoy¬ 
ment, as well as being useful for 
civic activities. 

tractor, which is a five-eighths 
scale model of the real thing. 
Searls, who’s been involved in 
civic activities for years, uses his 
steam engine for such worthy 
purposes, too, including several 
times to provide steam heat for 
ham-and-bean fund raisers. 

He hasn’t ruled out the pos¬ 
sibility of getting back into 
harness. “Rural electrification 
has been my life’s work and it’s 
been good to me,” he says. “If 
my health is good, and if I can be 
of help. I’ll serve again.” 
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VIETNAM VETERANS MEMORIAL 
FUND’S OFFICIAL 

VII 
REMEMBERED 

Commemora ti ve 
Belt Buckle & Knife 

The Three Servicemen - Our fathers... 
Our sons... Our friends... 
The Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund has 
authorized the issuance of this official 
Vietnam Remembered Commemorative 
Belt Buckle and Knife to be worn or 
displayed with honor and pride. 

Available now... then NEVER AGAIN 
Each is serially numbered — and is 
electroplated with pure 24 Karat GOLD. 

Your name registered with the WMF 
A portion of the proceeds from this offer will 
be sent to the Vietnam Veterans Memorial 
Fund along with the name of every original 
owner. A Certificate of Authenticity will 
accompany each order attesting to the gold 
content, its Limited Edition status and the 
donation made to the WMF in your name. 

© 1990 CSI 

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED: 
If at any time within 1 full year after the edition is closed, 
we will buy it back from you for the full purchase pnce 

NAME 

STATE ZIP  
e Sculpture. F.E. HART and V.V.M.F. I9M All Rights Reserved. 

Layered in Nickel Silver 
and Pure 24K GOLD 
Delivery Guaranteed to the Brst 
10,000 who order by March 25,1991 

Vietnam Remembered, Dept. VBK-40 
36334 U.S. 19 N„ Palm Harbor, FL 34684 

Please send me the Knives and Buckles below at only $10 plus $2.95 
shipping and handling each fqty.) Buckles (qty.) 
Knives 

□ Any combination of two at S20 plus $3.95 shipping and handling. 

□ Any combination of four at $40 plus $4.95 shipping and handling. 

Enclosed is $ FL and MI res. add sales tax. 
Make check payable to Classic Selections. 

Charge my: □ VISA □ Diners □ MC □ AMEX Exp. Date /  

Vidalia Onion 
Seeds for 250 
and a FREE 
Catalog 
Send for your FREE 96 page 
Spring Catalog packe 
with garden seeds, 
nursery stock and 
garden helpers. 
All backed by our 
Full One Year Guarantee 

SEED & NURSERY COMPANY 
415 North Burnett. Dept. 77-3515. 
Box 700, Shenandoah. IA 51602 

□ HERE’S 25C FOR 
MY PACKET OF 
VIDALIA ONION 
SEEDS. And please 
rush me 
my FREE 
1991 
Spring 
Catalog.' 

Name  

Street  

P.O. Box Rt. Box  

City State Zip  

HENRY FIELD S SEED & NURSERY COMPANY 
415 North Burnett, Dept. 77-3515. Box 700. Shenandoah, IA 51602 

U.S. Residents Only. Please 77-3515 

I 
I 
I 
I 

Mid America Dental Clinic 
Frederick C. Lauer, D.D.S. 

Mid America Hearing Center 

DENTURES 

HEARING AID 
•SAME DAY SERVICE* 

1-800-843-9348 
417-466-7196 
417-466-7185 
RT. 3, BOX 19C 

Mount Vernon, MO 65712 

Buying, selling or trading? 
Then you need to look through the Illinois 

Marketplace advertising section 
beginning on page 22. 

Post Frame Buildings 

Affordably 
Priced 

for your every need 

Builders, Inc. 

1-800-628-1324 
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BRIEFLY 
News items of interest to members of Illinois electric cooperatives 

Timmermann receives poultry industry honor 
Richard S. Timmermann of Germantown, a director of Clinton County Electric 
Cooperative, is a recipient of the highest honor of the Illinois Poultry Industry 
Council. The Illinois Golden Feather Award was presented to Timmermann at 
the 11th Annual Illinois Poultry Seminar and Golden Feather Award Luncheon 
in Urbana in October. Timmermann was honored for his significant 
contributions and distinguished service to the Illinois poultry industry. A past 
president of the Illinois Poultry Industry Council, Timmermann has been active 
in the poultry industry for the past 30 years. In 1960, he started as a building 
firm salesman responsible for selling confinement poultry buildings. In 1967 he 
began employment with Southern Illinois Pullet Sales, Inc., in Germantown, of 

which he is now vice president and general manager. Timmermann has also served for six years 
as a member of the Illinois Egg Market Development Council and for the past 10 years has served 
on the board of directors of the Illinois Poultry Industry Council. During the past two years, he 
served as president of the Council. Timmermann and his wife, Anna Jean, have three sons: 
Rodney, 25; Brad, 24, and Dean, 16. 

February 11 is date for Asparagus School 
The 1991 Illinois Asparagus School is set for Monday, February 11, according to Carl Cantaluppi, 
horticulture adviser with the University of Illinois Cooperative Extension Service. It will be held in 
Moline at the Deere and Co. Administrative Center on Illinois Route 5 (John Deere Expressway). 
Registration is from 8-9 a.m. and pre-registration is required. The cost is $10 per person, with an 
additional charge of $7.50 per person for lunch, which is optional. This year’s program will 
feature a “Back to the Basics” session for newcomers to the school, which will be held first thing 
in the morning to bring these people up to speed with the more experienced growers. The 
experienced growers can then come in after this session is over. For a copy of the program, pre¬ 
registration form, and a list of local motels in the Quad City area, contact Cantaluppi at Rock 
Island County Extension, 1188 John Deere Road, East Moline, IL 61244, or call (309) 796-0512. 

Timmermann 

Farmers pay more for fuel 
Farmers are paying sharply higher prices for the fuel they need to run their machinery, the 
government says, reporting a 48-cents-a gallon increase in diesel fuel since mid-summer. The 
higher fuel prices were a major factor in an overall 2.2 percent increase since July in the prices 
farmers and ranchers paid for material, services, interest, taxes and hired help. It was the largest 
quarterly increase since January 1982. U.S. Agriculture Department economists have estimated 
farmers would spend $7.2 billion on gasoline, diesel fuel, LP gas and electricity in 1990, or about 
6.2 percent of total cash production expenses. In a recent report, the department says farm energy 
costs could be 10 percent to 15 percent higher in 1991 because world oil prices increased after 
Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait. 

Illinois electric cooperative seeks qualified applicants for manager position: 
Electric distribution cooperative located in Central 
Illinois is seeking qualified applicants for the 
position of general manager. Present manager is 
retiring in early 1991. Rural Electric Convenience 
Cooperative, located in Auburn, Illinois, serves 
approximately 4,800 members on 1,278 miles of 
power line. Cooperative is located in an agricul¬ 
tural community approximately 15 miles from 

Springfield. Several colleges are located in area. 
Applicants should have proven management skills 
and the ability to work with a member-elected board 
of directors. Excellent fringe benefits. Send resume, 
salary history and three references before January 
15, 1991, to Lynn B. Johnson, President, Rural 
Electric Convenience Cooperative Co., R.R. 1, 
Box C77, Virden, Illinois 62690. 
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Energy 

'Wise use' checklist 
This is one in a series 
of articles relating to 
energy in general. The 
articles are prepared 
by the Rural Electric 
News Service of 
the National Rural 
Electric Cooperative 
Association, the 
service organization of 
the nation’s rural 
electric systems. 

Just as you bundle your toddler 
up with extra layers before sending 
the child out to face winter’s icy air, 
you can protect your home from 
cold-weather ills by adding a heavier 
coat of insulation, covering exposed 
windows and preparing the house 
for the year’s chilliest months. 

Aside from keeping your family 
warmer, you’ll waste less energy 
and pay lower bills. Rural electric 
cooperatives offer “energy audits”— 
that is, a utility expert will come to 
your home and evaluate how wisely 
you use electricity. The auditor will 
provide some tips for low-cost or 
no-cost improvements. 

You can save money and energy 
by using and maintaining your elec¬ 
tric appliances properly. Here are 
some home conservation tips from 
rural electric cooperatives. 

Check the ones that apply to you. 
Do you: 
 Keep the lint filter on your 
clothes dryer clean? Poor drying 
performance usually can be traced 
to clogged lint filters and exhaust 
systems. 
 Wash clothes in cold water 
when appropriate? 
 Is your thermostat program¬ 
mable; does it automatically shut off 
the heat/air conditioner after you 
leave for work and before bedtime? 
 Are your walls, ceilings, crawl 

spaces and floors insulated? The 
better the insulation, the fewer 
drafts you will feel. 
 Are you a conservation- 
minded cook? You can save energy 
and money if you: 
• Defrost foods before cooking. 
• Keep the range exhaust filter 

clean. 
• Never use the oven to heat the 

room. 
• Preheat the oven only when nec¬ 

essary; it’s usually not needed for 
roasting and broiling. 

• Turn the oven off several minutes 
before the end of the cooking 
period and complete the cooking 
with retained heat. 

• Avoid opening the oven door 
during cooking. 
 Have you tested your win¬ 
dows and doors for airtightness? 
Flick a cigarette lighter or move a 
lighted candle around the window 
frames. A flickering flame means 
there’s a draft. Caulking or weather¬ 
stripping will eliminate it. 
 Are your fireplace dampers 
closed when not in use? 
 Can you lower the tempera¬ 
ture on your hot water heater? 
Unless you have a dishwasher, a 
setting of 120 degrees is adequate 
for most families. 
 Hand-wash single laundry 
items? 
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Ask someone at 
your electric 

cooperative to 
show you how you 

can save money 
and energy 

 Run the clothes washer and 
dryer during “off-peak” times? 
(Check with your electric coopera¬ 
tive for the off-peak times.) 
 Keep the water in your water 
heater clean of sediment that can 
build up around the electric element 
and cause premature burn-out? 
 Turn the heat-air condition¬ 
ing off in unused rooms and close 
those rooms off from the rest of the 
house? 
 Cover stovetop pans to boil 
water quicker? 
 Run only a full dishwasher? 
 Take showers rather than tub 
baths? 
 Turn off lights in unused 
rooms? 
 Keep lamps clean? Dirt ab¬ 
sorbs light. 
 Turn off the TV, lights, radios 
and stereo when not in use? 
 Understand R-values? R- 
values measure insulation capa¬ 

bility. The higher the R-value, the 
better insulator it is. 
 Use kitchen and bath ven¬ 
tilating fans sparingly? In just one 
hour, exhaust fans can empty a 
houseful of warm or cool air. 
 Wear warm clothing indoors 
in the winter? 
 Open the draperies on sunny 
days and close them at night? 
 Keep radiator surfaces dust- 
free? 
 Is your house equipped with 
an energy-efficient electric heat 
pump? 

If you answered “yes” to all ques¬ 
tions on the checklist, congratula¬ 
tions! You use electricity wisely. If 
you answered “no” to many of 
them, however, ask someone at 
your rural electric cooperative to 
show you how you can save money 
and energy by conserving right at 
home. 
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Your health 

Proper diet, testing 
help prevent colon cancer 

President Reagan made headlines 
when his doctors removed some 
cancerous growths called polyps 
from his colon. That cancer is can¬ 
cer of the colon, or colorectal cancer. 
Colorectal cancer is one of the most 
curable forms of cancer. Reagan was 
lucky that he discovered the disease 
early; doing so reduced his need for 
major surgery. 

We can all learn from the former 
President’s candor about a disease 
many are uncomfortable discussing. 

There are two important things 
we can do to keep from falling prey 
to colorectal cancer: Have regular 
medical tests and eat a healthy diet. 

For any cancer, early detection 
improves your chances of success¬ 
fully fighting the disease. In order to 
detect the cancer, we need to know 
what to look for in our own bodies. 

The eight “warning signs” of 
colorectal cancer are: change in 
bowel or bladder habits; irregular 
diarrhea or constipation; blood in 
the stool; general stomach discom- 

This is one in a series of 
articles prepared by the 
National Rural Health 
Network, a subsidiary 
of the National Rural 
Electric Cooperative 
Association (NRECA), the 
Washington, D.C.,-based 
organization for the 
nation's 1,000 consumer- 
owned rural electric 
utilities. 

fort, such as bloating or cramps; 
frequent gas pains; a feeling that the 
bowel doesn’t empty completely; 
loss of weight with no known reason 
and constant fatigue. 

If any of these symptoms lasts as 
long as two weeks, it is important to 
see a doctor. 

There are three effective tests that 
can detect colorectal cancer simply, 
safely and with little discomfort. The 
stool blood test can be done in the 
privacy of your home; a digital rec¬ 
tal exam is performed by a doctor, 
and a “procto” exam is also done in 
a medical office. 

The American Cancer Society 
recommends that people over 40 
have a digital rectal exam every 
year, and that those older than 50 
have a stool blood test every year 
and a “procto” exam every three to 
five years. 

Eating well can help prevent 
cancers. One of the most control¬ 
lable factors in the development of 
colorectal cancer is diet and nutri¬ 
tion. A high-fat, low-fiber diet may 
contribute to the development of 
colorectal cancer. 

To reduce your intake of fat, bake, 
broil or boil rather than frying; trim 
excess fat off meat; limit the use of 
butter, cream, salad dressing, mar¬ 
garine, shortening and oil; check the 
labels of prepared foods for their fat 
content, and use fewer oils and fats 
than called for in recipes. 

Fiber and certain fruits and vege¬ 
tables also may protect people from 
this cancer. Increase the fiber in 
your diet by eating more breads, 
cereals and pastas made from oat or 
wheat bran. Eat more kidney beans, 
peas, cabbage, cauliflower, broccoli, 
kale, carrots and Brussels sprouts. 
All fruits contain fiber. Enjoy fruits 
high in vitamin C, such as oranges 
and grapefruits, because they help 
protect you from cancer. 

Don’t immediately sacrifice all the 
foods you like to protect against 
cancer risks. It’s easier to change 
your diet a little at a time, by choos¬ 
ing high-fiber foods and avoiding 
fats. Don’t expect to change your 
diet overnight. Give yourself time, 
but make a commitment to a 
healthier diet. 
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Electric Cooperatives of Illinois 

Good for ALL Illinois 
RECA 

Faith and hope for 

mankind... The 

!\ holiday season cekbrates 

this optimism, renewing 

our dedication to the 

principles and goals 

that brighten our 

lives and the lives of 

our neighbors. 

Member-owned electric 

cooperatives throughout 

Illinois are making Christmas brighter for 

more than half a million people. Tour 

electric cooperative wishes you a peaceful 

and joyous holiday season. 
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Home 
energy 
decisions 

“Gas—the better choice.” 
“Heat your home electrically.” 
Confused about what is the best home heating 

system? Is gas the better choice? Maybe. Is it bet¬ 
ter to heat your home electrically? Maybe. It 
depends. It depends on a lot of things such as per¬ 
sonal preference, installation costs, availability of 
energy supplies, energy cost, health risks in¬ 
volved, etc. 

But wouldn’t it be nice to know if you are get¬ 
ting the best value for your heating dollars? 
Without considering the factors already men¬ 
tioned, there is an easy method to determine what 
type of heating system is most economical. 

It’s called the “breakeven” equation, and it tells 
you the breakeven point of the price of one type 
of energy supply versus another. It does this by 
comparing the efficiency, British thermal unit 
(BTU) heat values, and price of energy of one 
heating system to another heating system. After 
calculating the breakeven price, you can easily 
determine whether you are getting the most heat 
for your dollar. 

It’s simple! If you are paying more than the 
breakeven price, the new energy system is the bet¬ 
ter buy. If you are paying less than the breakeven 

price, your existing energy system is the better 
buy. Please note that this equation does not tell 
you how to conserve energy—it just compares one 
type of heating system to another under the same 
given conditions. 

An easy way to understand how this equation 
works is to realize that a certain house is going to 
require the same amount of heat (BTUs) to keep 
it warm regardless of whether the heat is provided 
by electricity, gas, wood, or oil. This does not 
mean that weatherization, payback periods, or 
time value of money should not be considered 
when selecting a heating system. It simply means 
that at today’s fuel prices and with your home’s 
given conditions one type of heating system is 
more economical than another. 

The equation is as follows: 

[(Existing energy) S x V] x Proposed energy price ($) 

[(Proposed Energy) S x V] 

= Breakeven price of existing energy 

The “S” and “V” stand for seasonal efficiency and 
heat value, respectively, and their corresponding 
values can be selected easily from the following 
tables. All you will need to know in order to work 
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Seasonal efficiencies (S) 
Gas systems (natural gas, propane, butane) Electric systems 

Gas central furnace 1. Baseboard heat 1.0 
t. 10 years or older .65 2. Ceiling cable 1.0 
2. High efficiency .80 3. Electric furnace 1.0 
3. Very high efficiency .90 or use efficiency 4. Air to air heat pump 1.5 

rating designated by 5. Geothermal heat pump 3.0 
manufacturer Coal/wood burner .50 

Fuel oil systems .65 Kerosene heater .95 

Heat value per unit (V) 
Natural gas 100,000 (BTU/therm) Fuel oil 138,000 (BTU/gal.) 
Propane 92,000 (BTU/gal.) Wood 20,000,000 (BTU/cord) 
Butane 100,000 (BTUfgal.) Kerosene 134,000 (BTU/gal.) 
Electricity 3,413 (BTU/kwh) Coal 25,000,000 (BTU/ton) 

the equation is the price of the proposed energy 
you are considering. 

Example No. 1—Compare replacing a 15-year- 
old propane furnace with electric baseboard 
heating. The electric rates are at $. 08/kilo watt- 
hour. 

Answer: If we go to the seasonal efficiency chart, 
we see that under gas systems a 15-year-old gas 
central furnace has an “S” value of .65, which is 
now substituted for existing energy “S.” Using the 
same chart, we see that baseboard heat under 
electric systems has a “S” value of 1.0, which is 
now substituted for proposed energy “S.” Now go 
to the heat value chart and find that propane 
shows 92,000 as the value for existing energy “V” 
and that electricity shows 3,413 as the value for 
proposed energy “V.” We enter both in the equa¬ 
tion along with the cost of electricity as $.08 
(always expressed as a dollar value). The finished 
equation and calculated answer now looks like: 

.90 x 92,000 x $.04 
  = $.97 

1.0 x 3,413 

Conclusion: If propane costs more than 97 cents/ 
gallon, switching to electric baseboard heating 
and your cooperative’s incentive rate becomes the 
better buy. 

Example No. 3—I’m building a new house. I’m 
considering installing a 93 percent high-efficiency 
propane furnace or a geothermal heating and 
cooling system. Propane would cost 90 cents/ 
gallon and electricity would cost 8 cents/kilowatt- 
hour. Which is the more economical system? 
Answer: In this situation, there is not an existing 
or proposed energy system since neither have 
been in use. But that’s OK. The answer may be 
calculated two different ways, and you will still 
come up with the same conclusion. 
Using propane as existing energy and electricity 
as proposed energy, the equation becomes: 

.65 x 92,000 x $.08 

1.0 x 3,413 
$1.40 

.93 x 92,000 x .08 

3.0 x 3,413 
$.67/gal. 

Conclusion: If propane costs more than $1.40/ 
gallon, switching to electric baseboard heat and 
utilizing an electric rate of 8 cents per kilowatt- 
hour is the better buy. 

Example No. 2—My electric cooperative is 
giving a 4 cent per kilowatt-hour incentive rate if 
I go to electric baseboard heating. Is this more 
economical than my 90 percent efficient propane 
furnace? 
Answer: Using the equation and filling in the 
values, it becomes: 

Or, using electricity as existing energy and pro¬ 
pane as proposed energy, the equation becomes: 

3.0 x 3,413 x .90 

.93 x 92,000 
$.11/kilo watt-hour 

Conclusion: If propane costs more than 67 cents/ 
gallon, the geothermal system is the better buy. 
Or if electricity costs more than 11 cents/kilowatt- 
hour, the propane heating system is the better 
buy. 
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Staik Bro’s FREE Catalog 

1. Starkspur Golden Deli¬ 
cious - Best all-purpose apple in 
the world! Self-pollinating 

5. Burbank ^ July Elberta 
Peach - Peach bvers agree... 
the # 1 variety! Self-pollinating. 

9. Starkrimson" Sweet 
Cherry - Limb-bustin’ crops on 
a self-pollinating dwarf size tree! 

2. Starkrimson Red Dell- ,3. Starkspur" Granny Smith 
cious - The best selection of the Fast becoming an American 
world’s favorite apple! favorite! 

6. Starking * Delicious " 7. Wilson Delicious Apricot 
Pear - Our best pear for the Always rates as Stark Bro's 
homegrower best' Self-pollinating 

10. Stark" Crimson King ^ 11. Latham Red Raspberry 
Strawberry-Big as hen’s eggs- Only one of the many excel- 
Stark Bro’s most popular variety. lent berries we offer 

4. Stark" Jumbo™ Apple 
Now in Guiness Book of World 
Records-the LARGEST apple' 

8. Starking" Delicious™ 
Plum - Our customers' favorite 
plum variety - bar none! 

12. Remaily Seedless Grape 
The largest of all white seedless 
grapes! 

, about growing 
Everything you' 

and landscaping 

tortud 

Order early! 
Save additional 

10% 
md 
eajoywmtf 
txape^Y 

12 juicy, delicious, fresh reasons to send for Stark Bro’s 
Jl/tJUL 1991 Fruit Tree & Landscaping Catalog! 

Nothing compares with the sweet juicy taste of home-grown fruit picked fresh 
from your own trees. Imagine the scrumptious pies, cobblers, jams, jellies 
and just plain good eatin’ you’ll enjoy. With Stark Bro’s dwarf fruit trees (only 
8 to 10 ft. tall), you can grow delicious full-size fruit even in the smallest yard. 

Clip & mail today or phone 314-754-4525. ASK for Dept. #20. 

YES! Please send me, without obligation your j 
FREE full-color 1991 Fruit Tree & Landscaping 
Catalog, plus $5.00 discount coupon redeemable 
toward my first order. ® , 

Sorry, catalogs not shipped outside continental U.S. Stark Trees Bear Fruit Since 1816. 

Print 
Name   

Address   

State 

Home Phone 
Promise of Satisfaction-replacement or refund within 1 year if not satisfied. 

Send to: Stark Bro’s, Box 10, Dept. A103CK, Louisiana, MO 63353 
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FRENCH TOAST AU FROMAGE 
WITH SAUCE MIMOSA 

8 slices (1 Vs-inches thick) French or 1 pkg. (7</2 oz.) farmer cheese 
Italian bread (about 1% cups) 

3 large eggs 3 tablespoons honey 
Vs cup milk 1 tablespoon grated orange peel 
Vs cup orange juice 3 tablespoons butter or margarine 

Confectioners' sugar 

Make horizontal pocket in each bread slice,- set aside. Beat egg 
with milk and orange juice,- pour into large shallow dish. In small 
bowl blend cheese, honey and orange peel. Spoon filling evenly into 
pockets in bread,- press pocket gently to enclose filling. Place 
bread in egg mixture, soak 15 minutes. Turn,- soak 15 minutes 
longer. In medium skillet melt butter,- fry bread slices about 3 
minutes per side, until golden brown. Remove to paper towel to 
drain. Arrange on serving platter,- sprinkle with confectioners' 
sugar. Serve hot with Sauce Mimosa*. Yield: 4 servings. 

*SAUCE MIMOSA 
1 cup orange juice 2 tablespoons honey 
1 tablespoon cornstarch 1 orange, peeled and sectioned 

Vi cup dry champagne or white wine Vs cup sliced strawberries 
In medium saucepan whisk juice and cornstarch until blended. Stir 
in champagne,- place over medium high heat. Stir constantly until 
sauce thickens and boils,- boil 1 minute. Remove from heat, stir 
in honey, orange sections and strawberries. Serve warm. Yield: 
1 % cups. 

ORANGE RASPBERRY FLIPS 
1 can frozen concentrated orange V* cup heavy cream 

juice, thawed, undiluted 'A cup seedless raspberry preserves 
1 cup chilled club soda 2 cups ice cubes 

In container of electric blender combine concentrated orange juice, 
club soda, cream and preserves,- cover,- process until blended. Add 
ice,- process until crushed. Yield: 4 servings. 

ORANGE-GLAZED SAUSAGES 
1 lb. sweet Italian link sausages 1 cup green pepper strips, 

'A cup water (half a pepper) 
1 can (6 oz.) frozen concentrated 1 cup red bell pepper strips 

orange juice, thawed, undiluted (half a pepper) 
2 tablespoons chopped fresh parsley 

In a medium skillet over low heat, cook sausages 20 minutes, until 
well-browned and cooked through. Drain off fat. Return to medium 
heat; stir in water, scraping up browned bits from bottom of skillet. 
Stir in concentrated orange juice and pepper strips. Cook 5 min¬ 
utes, stirring frequently, until sausages are glazed. Turn into serv¬ 
ing dish. Sprinkle with parsley. Serve warm. Yield: 4 to 6 servings. 

ORANGE SCONES 
2 cups all-purpose flour 

3A cup sour cream 
Vk cup sugar Vs cup butter or margarine 
2 teaspoons baking powder chilled, cut in small pieces 
1 teaspoon baking soda 6 tablespoons (half of a 6-ounce can) 

Vi teaspoon salt frozen concentrated orange juice, 
1 large egg thawed, undiluted 

In large bowl combine flour, sugar, baking powder, baking soda and 
salt. Cut in butter with pastry blender or two knives, until mixture 
resembles coarse cornmeal. In a small bowl beat sour cream, egg 
and 4 tablespoons concentrate until blended. Add to flour mixture,- 
stir just until a soft dough forms. Turn dough out onto a lightly 
floured surface,- knead several times. Divide dough in half. Pat 
half the dough into a 6" circle. Cut in 6 wedges. Repeat with re¬ 
maining dough. Place wedges 1" apart on greased baking sheet. 
Brunch tops with remaining 2 tablespoons concentrated orange 
juice. Bake in a preheated 425 degree oven 11 to 12 minutes or 
until lightly browned. Remove to rack; serve warm. Yield: 12 
scones. 

FRIENDSHIP TEA MIX 
1 (18 oz.) jar orange-flavored instant 1 (3 oz.) pkg. apricot-flavored gelatin 

breakfast drink 2Vs teaspoons ground cinnamon 
1 cup sugar 1 teaspoon ground cloves 

Vs cup pre-sweetened lemonade mix Boiling water 
Vs cup instant tea 

Combine first 7 ingredients in a large bowl, stirring well. Store 
mix in an air-tight container. To serve, place IVa tablespoons mix 
in a cup. Add 1 cup boiling water and stir well. Yield: about 50 
servings. 

CRISPIX PARTY MIX 
3 tablespoons margarine or butter 6 cups Crispix cereal 
1 teaspoon seasoned salt 1 cup pretzels . 
2 teaspoons lemon juice 1 cup salted mixed nuts 
4 teaspoons Worcestershire sauce 

Melt margarine in 13 x 9 x 2-inch pan in oven 250 degrees. Remove 
from oven. Stir in seasoned salt, lemon juice and Worcestershire 
sauce. Add cereal, pretzels and nuts, stirring until coated. Bake 
at 250 degrees for 45 minutes, stirring every 15 minutes. Spread 
on absorbent paper to cool. Yield: 8 cups. 
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CRANBERRY CREAM SALAD 
2 (3 oz.) pkgs. cherry gelatin Vs cup diced celery 

IVs cups boiling water V» cup chopped nuts 
1 (16 oz.) can jellied cranberry sauce 1 cup sour cream 
1 peeled chopped tart apple 

Dissolve gelatin in boiling water. Cool and refrigerate until slightly 
thickened. Break up cranberry sauce and add to gelatin. Add 
celery and nuts and apple, fold in sour cream. Place in mold or 
a pretty bowl and refrigerate until ready to serve. 

LEMONADE FRUIT SALAD 
1 (20 oz.) can crushed pineapple, 1 (14 oz.) can Eagle Brand canned 

drained milk 
1 cup sliced peaches 1 (12 oz.) carton frozen whipped 
1 cup chopped pecans topping, thawed 
1 (7 oz.) can coconut 1 (3 oz.) can frozen pink lemonade, 

thawed 

Mix pineapple, peaches and pecans with coconut in small bowl. 
Blend milk, whipped topping and lemonade in another bowl with 
electric mixer. Stir all ingredients together in large bowl and set 
in refrigerator to chill. Yield: 6 to 8 servings. 

GREEK SALAD 
2Vs cups cooked rice 1 (7 oz.) can tiny shrimp, drained 

1 green pepper, chopped 3 green onions with tops, chopped 
1 cup sliced green olives 1 cup mayonnaise 

Vs head cauliflower, cut into small 1 tablespoon salt 
flowers Vs tablespoon black pepper 

Mix all ingredients in order listed, in a large bowl. Cover and 
refrigerate for at least 1 hour before serving (longer if possible). 
Will keep refrigerated for up to 1 week. 



SOUR CREAM NUTS 
V2 cup sour cream 1/2 teaspoon vanilla 

IV2 cups sugar 13 oz. pecans or walnuts 
Combine sour cream and sugar in large saucepan. Cook over 
medium heat until mixture reaches 223 degrees on candy ther¬ 
mometer, stirring constantly. Remove from heat; stir in vanilla 
and nuts, stir rapidly until mixture has coated nuts, spread on 
lightly buttered waxed paper. Separate nuts, cool thoroughly. 
Store in air-tight container. Will keep for 3 to 4 months. 

CHAMPAGNE SHERBET 
4 eggs, beaten 1 quart milk 
3 cups sugar 1 bottle extra dry champagne 
2 tablespoons flour Ginger ale 
1 (4 oz.) pkg. vanilla junket ice cream Red food coloring 

powder 
Mix eggs, sugar, flour, ice cream powder and milk in top of a 
double boiler. Place over boiling water and cook and stir until 
mixture begins to thicken and coats a spoon. Chill. Pour into 
freezer container, add champagne and enough ginger ale to reach 
the fill line on freezer can. Stir in red food coloring until desired 
pink color is reached. Freeze as directed by ice cream churn 
manufacturer. Yield: 1 gallon. 

CHOCOLATE CREAM PIE 
3 eggs 4 tablespoons flour 

% cup sugar 1 cup milk 
3 tablespoons cocoa Pinch salt 

Mix sugar, flour and cocoa. Add enough water to dissolve. Add 
sliohtly beaten egg yolks. Save whites for meringue. Add cup of 
milk and cook over open fire until thick. Pour into 9" baked crust 
and cover with meringue. 

MARY'S RESURRECTION CAKE 
1 white cake mix 1 pkg. frozen coconut (flake works 
1 large carton sour cream but not as well) 
1 container Cool-Whip 

Prepare cake according to package directions. Pour into 3 prepared 
round cake pans. Do not let cake brown. Cool. Combine sour 
cream and coconut to spread between layers. Save 1 cup mixture 
for icing. ICING: Combine mixture with Cool-Whip and ice cake. 
Cover and let set in refrigerator for 3 days. 

CRUNCH PUNCH 
3 pkgs. any flavor Jello 4 cups sugar 
2 46-oz. cans pineapple juice 16 oz. bottle lemon juice 
4 quarts ginger ale, or 7-Up 4 V^-gallon milk cartons 

Dissolve Jello in 9 cups boiling water. Then dissolve sugar in 4 cups 
of boiling water. Add sugar mixture in Jello mixture and cool. Add 
lemon and pineapple juice and freeze in milk cartons. Take as 
much as needed out of freezer and add 1 quart of ginger ale or 
7-Up for each milk carton. You need to freeze for about 36 hours 
before serving. 

HAY STACK CANDY 
1 small can chow mein noodles 6 oz. pkg. butterscotch chips 
1 cup cashew nuts 

Melt butterscotch chips. Stir in noodles and nuts. Drop by spoon¬ 
fuls on wax paper. Let cool. 

CUCUMBER DIP 
2 large raw cucumbers, if fresh do not 1 carton sour cream 
peel 2 tablespoons of mayonnaise 

1 small onion, grated VA teaspoon seasoned salt 
Salt and pepper to taste 

Grate and drain cucumbers well on a towel. I press out all juices. 
Mix onion, salt and pepper, sour cream, mayonnaise and seasoned 
salt well. This is good on hot dogs, hamburgers, or as a dip. 

PTunfii 
ISAVE THE.EARTH PLEASES 

JOIN THE 'STEP' PROGRAM 
SHOW YOUR LOVED ONES AND THE 
WORLD THAT YOU CAREI 

GIFT PACKAGE INCLUDES. 

<U 16' tD 21' TREE. 
(2.) FERTILIZER SYSTEM IN A 

TIME-RELEASE PACKET. 
(3) TREE GROVER/SHELTER. 
(4) COMPLETE PLANTING INSTRUCTIONS 

ALL FOR QNLYi $22.50 + $2.50 U.P.S. 
CHECK, VISA, M.C. or AM. EX. 

Call or Write 

KEXQN Inc. 
P.O. BOX 567, 1 KEXON DR. 
PIONEER, OHIO 43554 
PHONE (419) 737-2346 

THREE YEAR OLD 
16* -to 21' 
COLORADO BLUE 
SPRUCE 

TREE GROWER 
MEASURES 
4'x4'xl6', 
SERVES TO 
PROTECT THE 
YOUNG TREE 
FROM ANIMALS 
AND ALSO 
WORKS AS A PERSONAL 
GREENHOUSE TO SPEED 
UP IT'S EARLY GROWTH 

DENTURES 
SIMPLE 

EXTRACTIONS 
WITH DENTURE $9.00 Reg. $19.00 
INCL. DENTURE EXAMINATION 

• Acrylic partial Denture 
(U or L) $149 

• Immediate Denture $199 
• Other dentures and services 

available 

EA. 
BASIC 
UPPER OR 
LOWER 

In one day 

ADA Approved 
Materials 

GENERAL DENTISTRY 
Ezj LEE WRIGHT, DMD 

13131 Tstson Ferry Suite #200 St. Louis, Missouri 63128 IK Mi. S. of 1-270 

Iml (314) 849-3377 

DID YOU KNOW? 
That old stock tank, water reser¬ 

voirs, etc., coated with Virden 
Tank Coat, are better than new 

ones! Fix it and forget it! Let us 

send you complete information. 
Serving Farm & Ranch Since 

1950. VIRDEN PERMA-BILT 

CO., 2821 Mays St., P.O. Box 
7160IN, Phone: 806/352-2761, 

Amarillo, Texas 79114-7160 

Buying, 
selling or 
trading? 

Then you need to look 
through the Illinois 

Marketplace advertising 
section beginning 

on page 22. 

Make Your Mobile Home Look 
Beautiful Again! 

Install insulated siding 
on your mobile home. 

You will save on your 
heating and cooling bills by adding an R-6 to your 
sidewalls. 

Mobile Home Replacement Windows also available. 

Romeo Aluminum 
1 800 456-KEMCO 
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Mindy Elvidge of Farmers- 
ville is the first female 
elected to lead the Illinois 
FFA organization. 

indy Elvidge has a “tough row to hoe.” 
Instead of letting that bother her, though, 
she’s using the knowledge to enable her 

to work harder. She hopes to arrest the long-term 
slide in FFA membership and agriculture class 
offerings that has taken place over the last cou¬ 
ple of decades. 

Mindy, who’s 19, is the first woman Illinois FFA 
State president. She is the daughter of Larry and 
Janet Elvidge of rural Farmersville, who receive 
electric service from Rural Electric Convenience 
Cooperative Co., or RECC, Auburn. She’s a mem¬ 
ber of the Lincolnwood FFA chapter at Raymond 
and has been in the organization for six years. 
FFA, which was called the “Future Farmers of 
America” from its founding in 1928 until a cou¬ 
ple of years ago, began calling itself FFA in recog¬ 
nition of the fact that many of its members will 
be in agriculture without necessarily being in¬ 
volved directly in production agriculture. 

As president, Mindy will travel about 45-50,000 
miles this year, explaining the FFA program to 
thousands of young people throughout the state. 

Some of her presentations have been in Chicago, 
which has made for some amusing misunder¬ 
standings, she notes. “FFA is doing pretty well in 
the Chicago area,” she says, “because there are 
opportunities there for nursery production and 
other classes that don’t depend on row cropping 
or livestock production. 

“What’s funny is when I go there and talk to 
kids, many of them think anything south of 

Kankakee is at the end of the world, and they 
think the name ‘Farmersville’ is a gimmick. When 
I tell them that’s really the name of my home 
town, they’re really surprised. A lot of kids think 
it’s a lot like Mayberry, the little town in the old 
Andy Griffith series.” 

She notes that she often receives sincere sym¬ 
pathy for having grown up “in a place like that,” 
and politely but firmly explains that she doesn’t 
have any sympathy coming. 

“I’ve done quite a bit of traveling,” she says, 
“and I’ve seen what a lot of schools have to offer. 
I realize that mine offered quite a bit. I don’t feel 
at all deprived because I grew up in a small town 
and went to a small school.” 

At any rate, while she knows that her job is 
going to be a tough one, she knows things are 
getting a little better. “Nationally,” she says, “FFA 
membership has steadied after many years of 
decreasing. Illinois is still slipping, but not nearly 
as badly as it did in the past. We hope to stabilize 
fairly soon, at about 11,300 or so members.” 

Mindy notes that part of the problem stems from 
the fact that many school districts are dropping 
the program, some for budgetary reasons and 
others because they don’t perceive a need for more 
agriculturists at a time when the farm population 
makes up about 2 percent of the population—and 
is still shrinking. 

“The name Future Farmers of America kind of 
got in the way sometimes,” she says, “because 
schools know that the farm population is de- 
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on the road 
creasing and they don’t really know that there’s 
far more to the program than just turning out row 
crop or livestock producers.” 

She does know, and she learned firsthand. Her 
great grandfather, Ellsworth Lyman, was an early 
RECC member, and the family has been in a 
general farming operation for many years. Her 
supervised agricultural experience program con¬ 
sisted of nursery operations, fruit and vegetable 
production and ag sales and service. 

Vocational agriculture, or vo-ag, was originally 
designed to meet the training and educational 
needs of farm boys and was at one time a heavily 
attended class, with over half a million youngsters 
enrolled nationwide by the late 1970s. Young 
women, who at that time were expected to become 
farm wives, were excluded until 1969. 

As farm numbers declined and as future 
farmers became fewer, the organization set out to 
change to reflect the shifting nature of modern 
agriculture. 

“Now,” Mindy says, “there’s a lot more em¬ 
phasis on other kinds of agriculture, and there’s 
the realization that many of those interested in 
agribusiness will never be directly involved in pro¬ 
duction agriculture. And there’s also the realiza¬ 
tion that there are many more kinds of production 
agriculture, too. Now you see hydroponics and 
aquaculture and subjects you hardly even heard 
of 15 or 20 years ago. 

“And,” she continues, “we’re putting some new 
emphasis on science skills. We hope to increase 

high school enrollment by getting the classes 
accepted as science credits when the students 
need them for college.” 

One of the hurdles the FFA faces now, she 
laments, is the fact that high school students 
taking college prep courses have a limited number 
of elective courses to take, and if something 
doesn’t fit in the needed curriculum, it gets 
dropped. Increasingly, it has been vo-ag that has 
fallen by the wayside. 

“Agriculture is already treated as a science class 
in some Illinois high schools,” she says, “and 
we’re working hard to get other schools to accept 
it, too. It seems reasonable—we cover science in 
soils, chemicals, and plant science, and a lot of our 
kids are really heavily into computers and related 
technology.” 

While agriculture is an important part of FFA, 
Mindy points out that there’s far more than that, 
including public speaking and hands-on ex¬ 
perience. “Leadership skills are an important part 
of the program, too,” she adds. 

Mindy, who would normally be deeply involved 
in college work now, says she stayed out of school 
for two years to do an effective FFA job. “I know 
people will kid me about being a 20-year-old 
freshman,” she laughs, “but I can handle it, 
and I knew the university wasn’t going to go 
anywhere.” 

She plans to attend the University of Illinois and 
major in agriculture education and agriculture 
communications. 
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Illinois Marketplace 
TRENCHERS —New and Used —$1,250 and 
up. Ditch Witch Sales, Inc., 107 Troy Road, 
Collinsville, IL 62234. Phone 618-345-6262. Mo. 
314-436-2133 

Used and new restaurant and concession equip¬ 
ment. Ice machines, grills, fryers, sinks, poppers, 
ice cream machines, etc. Erio Sales, 2615 So. 1st, 
Springfield, IL (217)522-3934. 

GOVERNMENT SEIZED VEHICLES from $100. 
Fords. Mercedes. Corvettes. Chevys. Surplus. 
Your area. (1) 805-687-6000 Ext. S-20126. 

BEAUTIFUL HAWAII—Vacation condominiums 
and hotels. All islands. Free brochure. Reserva¬ 
tions Hawaii, Paradise Management (808)538- 
7145 Toll Free 1(800)367-5205. 

WE PAY CASH for mobile homes. Also call us for 
your moving and repair needs. 309-668-2552. 
Lewistown, IL. 

TRUCKER'S BOARD GAME. Exciting True to Life 
Game about Trucks & Drivers. For more info write 
or call Family Oriented Games. P.0. Box 3065, 
Bloomington, IL 61701, 309-828-6068 for Free 
Brochure. 

FREE SAMPLE SHELLED PECANS and Brochure 
on our Guaranteed Fresh Pecans. For gifts, 
baking, and cooking. Maryview Farm Pecan Co. 
1-800-264-3861. 

Southern Illinois Farm Show 
Rend Lake College 

March 8. 9 & 10, 1991 

St. Christopher Auto Visor Clip in light oxidized 
finish. Drive in safety with protection from above. 
$5.95 plus $1.50 shipping. Satisfaction guaran¬ 
teed. TRIMAC, Box 211, Taylorville, Illinois 
62568. 

For sale new and used WINCO GENERATORS. 
Will trade for farm mach. 815-594-2487. 

COMPUTER 80386/sx, 16MHz, ImegRAM, 
40MEG Hard Drive, 2flpy Drives. 101 Keys, 
VGA Color Card, Year Warranty, DOS, $1495. 
Murphysboro, IL 618-457-4816. 

TIMBERFRAME Homes, Barns or Sheds. White 
Oak timbers crafted into a beautiful post and beam 
frame with traditional mortise and tenon joinery. 
Built to last. Call RICK at ILLINI TIMBERFRAME, 
R#2. Box 178, LeRoy, IL 309-962-2232. 

GOVERNMENT HOMES from $1 (U repair). 
Delinquent tax property. Repossessions. Call 
(1)805-687-6000 Ext. GH-20126 for current repo 
list. 

BUYING GINSENG. GOLDENSEAL. BLOODROOT 
and other roots. Paying top price. Owens 
Roots and Herbs, Box 157, Ramsey, IL 62080. 
618-423-9015. 

GUITAR STRINGS — DISCOUNT—Martin, Fender, 
more. Harmonicas, guitars, accessories, song- 
books. FREE Catalog. Hillis Music Company, 1002 
Avenue J, Marble Falls, TX 78654. 

FLIGHTING MALLARDS—Correct size, color, long 
wings, hatching weekly. 36 years experience in 
handling and shipping. Whistling Wings, Inc.. Box 
1, Hanover, IL 61041. Phone 815/591-3512. 

Top prices paid for ginseng and golden seal. Can 
pick up. Warner Miller, Clinton, III. 61727. 
217-935-2560. 

Accepting new residents at Magnolia Manor 
Shelter Care Nursing Home. Private paid rooms 
starting at $625 a month. State licensed. Call for 
appointment, 618-273-5261. 

Illinois Marketplace 
Please publish my. . word advertisement for. . times starting with the. issue. For each 
month's insertion, I have enclosed $8 for the first 20 words or less and 30 cents per word for each word 
beyond 20. Total payment enclosed is I am a member of 
 electric cooperative and my Illinois Rural Electric News 

mailing label is attached. 

The policy: 

1. You must be a member of an Illinois rural electric 
cooperative in order to qualify for the special rates. 
Non-members pay $1.20 per word with a $24 
minimum for 20 words or less. Members must 
attach their mailing label to their order form. 

2. Advertising copy must be in the Illinois Rural Elec¬ 
tric News office no later than first of month 
preceding month of publication. 

3. All ads must be in one paragraph f orm. No centered 
copy. Maximum of four all-capital words 

4 . Cash, check or money order must accompany ad 
order. No billing or charges. Make checks payable 
to Illinois Rural Electric News. 

5. Please type or print your ad neatly. Include your 
name, address and telephone number even if they 
are not part of the advertising copy you plan to run 
in the Illinois Marketplace. 

6. The publisher reserves the right to reject any 
advertisement not deemed to be suitable for the 
publication's readership. 

totiia 0 

. elie: 3an 
— iU^L-n  12 

Oca 16 17 18 

19 

Additional Words: 

20 21 22 

Mail to: Illinois Marketplace 
Illinois Rural Electric News, P.O. Box 3787 • Springfield, IL 62708 

23 24 

_(use separate sheet if needed) 
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FREE REMOVABLE TATTOO. On with water, off 
with babyoil. looks REAL. Send $ 1.00 for Postage 
and Handling To: J.O. Gibbons. Route #1, Carrier 
Mills. Illinois 62917. phone (618)252-6403. 

The Corner Boutique Gift Shop plus concrete and 
wood yard ornaments. Approximately 600 
pieces. Highway 14. Macedonia. III. 62860. 
618-728-4308. 

GINSENG SEEDS. For planting. $5,000 possible 
% acre, easy grown. Free, how to information, 
markets. Ginseng, Box 215, Weaubleau. Missouri 
65774. 

HOP-OFF add our product to your pets or horses 
diet and see the fleas and flies flee. Also improve 
general health and coat quality through this all 
natural vitamin product. Available soon for cattle 
and swine. 309-663-5420. 

Southern Illinois Farm Show 
Rend Lake College 

March 8. 9 & 10. 1991 

Learn how to get more from your Table Saw. Send 
$2.00 and S.A.S.E. to Saws, P.O. Box 501, 
Marion. IL 62959. 

BABY ROOM COORDINATES. Easy instructions 
for making baby bed bumper pads, sheets, two 
wall hangings, window valance. Perfect for gifts. 
Other gift ideas and easy instructions included. 
Send $5.00 with name and address to: DECO¬ 
IDEAS. Rt. 1 Box 69. Anna. IL 62906. 

AKC Chow Pups. Black, Red, Cream. Excellent 
disposition. Both parents on premises, shots, 
wormed. $135.00 and up. Oblong, III. 618- 
557-3588. 

JACK-A-LOPES Professionally mounted, guaran¬ 
teed high quality, three to four weeks delivery. 
$49.95 plus shipping. Bob's Taxidermy, RR 
13 Box 643, Bloomington. IL 61704. (309)828- 
1117. 

Chocolate and Chocolate/Parti Cockers. Cham¬ 
pionship lines. Call now to reserve. 217-623-5575 
or 217-498-8688. 

Recipes for Barbecued Rabbit, Brunswick Stew, 
Hot German Potato Salad. $2. SASE to CUB, RR 
2 Box 155, Edinburg, IL 62531. 

"Let Us Seal Your Memories" Graduation, 
Wedding, Birth, etc. announcements. Inc. photo 
sealed on a wooden hanging plaque. $20.00. 
Daulton's Seal, Box 115, Keenes, IL 62851. 
618-755-4876. 

TRACTOR AND COMBINE CAB Wall Upholstery. 
Original materials. 1" thickness. 54" wide $8/ft. 
We custom cut parts to fit your cab. Call us for 
all your needs. 815-692-3355 Fehr Upholstery. 
Fairbury. 

RUBBER STAMPS for EVERY NEED. 2" regular 
stamp 1 line $4.00, 2 lines $5.00, 3 lines 
$6.00, add $3.50 for self-inking. Accept Visa/ 
Mastercard, M-O, checks. Write for information 
on other type stamps. Fairfield Stamp Co., Rt. 5, 
Box 544, Fairfield, IL 62837. 

Brunch Recipes—Breakfast Pizza, Tomato Cheese 
Pie, Potato Frittata. Send $3.00 and S.A.S.E. to 
Linda Stewart, P.O. Box 1491, Belleville, IL 
62223. 

Hand Made Quilts: $200 up. Also hand quilting. 
Full size $ 100. Queen $ 115, King $ 130. Also sell 
supplies. Quilts and Crafts by JEM, Rt #1 
Box 363A, Buncombe, IL 62912. Phone 
618-658-8636. 

TRAVEL SAVINGS. We look for the lowest pos¬ 
sible prices on all travel interests. Travel Plus, 
Irvington. IL 1-800-368-7985. 

Metal Detectors, White's New, Used, Buy/Sell 
Coins, Diamonds. 302 East Walnut Street, 
Harrisburg, III. 62946. Ph. 618-253-5131. 

SAWMILL, LOGGING, SUPPLIES: For Sale, (2) 
Belsaw Sawmills, Kasco Bandmill, Oliver 199 
Diesel Powerunit, Sheldelbowers, S&S Equip., 
RR 2 Box 40. Willow Hill, III. 62480, Ph. 
618-455-3435. 

Southern Illinois Farm Show 
Rend Lake College 

March 8, 9 & 10, 1991 

WICK BUILDINGS —Horse barn, livestock, 
equipment, residential, commercial. Bill & 
Jim Parkinson. Hardin, IL 62047, Phone 
1-618-576-2287. 

Accordions, Concertinas, Button Boxes, New, 
Used, Trade, Catalogues. Castiglione, Box 40-AIE, 
Warren, Ml. 48090, 313-755-6050. 

Used meat saws, slicers, grinders, tenderizers and 
other butchering equipment. 2615 South 1st, 
Springfield, Illinois. Phone (217)522-3934. 

ESTABLISHED HIGH VOLUME BUSINESS: For 
sale —Florist and Bed and Breakfast motel in 
Golconda (Pope County). Will sell separate. 
618-683-7673. 

HANDMADE RUGS Crocheted and Woven from 
loopers and cotton blends. Write or call Mary 
Ellithorpe, Box 105, Pomona, IL 62975, 
(618)893-4593. 

AROMATIC CEDAR CHEST KIT $120.00 
plus shipping. Complete line of hardwoods at 
The Hardwood Company, Jonesboro, Illinois 
618-833-2060. 

Easy Freezer Pickle Recipe. Send $3.00 and SASE 
to Pickles, RR 4 Box 50, Shelbyville, IL 62565. 

Make-ahead company recipes. Oven-barbequed 
chicken casserole, Pennsylvania Dutch apple pie, 
$ 1.00. Grandma's fruit jumbles, $ 1.00. SASE to 
M. Malkin, Rt. 3 Box 9, Carbondale, IL 62901. 

TOURS ST. LOUIS TO LAS VEGAS, air fare 
5-days/4-nights accommodations, from $275 per 
person May 19-23, 1991. Christmas gift cer¬ 
tificates available. JoAn's Journeys, RR #4, Box 
251, Carbondale, IL 62901. (618)529-4046. 

VIETNAMESE POTBELLY PIGS-The pet of the 
90's. We have fittle boars, barrows, and gilts. Also 
bred gilts. Black, black and white or all white. 
Spotted Acres, P.O. Box 457, Flora, IL 62839. 
Phone 618-662-2018 night, 618-662-2380 days. 

Tamale pie. Enchiladas and Chili—Original recipes 
made with Masa (corn) flour for a delicious 
Mexican meal. Send $3.00 to: Bette, 13 
Northbrook, Mt. Vernon, Illinois 62864. 

Does your ALUMINUM SIDING need REPAINTED? 
Don't fool around, call the professionals, 
GRAMMER and Grammar Housepainter and 
Stainers, for a Free estimate 618-984-3347. 
Thank you. 

"DUSTABLES" UNIQUE COUNTRY SHOP. Art, 
collectables and antiques. Open Sat. 9:00 
a.m.-5:00 p.m.. Sun. 1-5 p.m. 5 mi. south,% mi. 
west Taylorville (217)824-4698. 

Make your own authentic homemade Mexican 
flour tortillas. Send $3.00 to L. Lopez, RR #2 Box 
171-C, Danvers, IL 61732. 

TATTLETAIL night fishing LED MONITER makes 
it fun and easy for anyone to nightfish. More fish 
caught too. No brag! Just fact! Uses common 9V 
battery. Makes excellent gifts. Colors red, yellow, 
green. Buy one for each pole. Just $6.00 each. 
Tattletail. Route 1, Box 151, Geff, Illinois 62842. 
Phone 618-897-2586. 

COMBINE CONCAVES and SNAPPING ROLLS 
Rebuilt. John Deere and New Holland Cast Rolls 
machined to original specifications. All concaves 
rebuilt —rotary or conventional. Hard surfaced 
and reinforced. Satisfaction guaranteed. Ron 
Schoolman, B&R Welding, 3 mi. West of Gilman, 
IL. Phone 815/265-7747. 

ATTENTION MOBILE HOME OWNER! 
KEMCO ROOF-OVER System is the Ultimate 

Solution for a Problem Roof! 

• REDUCES HEATING A 
COOLING COSTS 

• MAINTENANCE FREE 
• BUILT IN OVERHANG A 

GUTTERING ELIMINATES WA¬ 
TER STREAKS ON SIDE OF HOME. 

• STRONG ENOUGH TO STAND ON. 
• NO MORE ROOF COATING YEAR AFTER YEAR. 

• QUIET! NO ROOF RUMBLE OR RATTLE 
> ELIMINATES CONDENSATION A WATER PROBLEMS 

Standing lockaaam design on top of 2" polystyrene insulation form the 
energy efficient KEMCO ROOF-OVER 

Kemco Aluminum • 1-800-456-KEMCO 

Make unique Broomstick Horse or Bubbles the 
Clown, easy to follow directions. Pattern $4.00 
or both for $6.00. Send to G. Warken, Rt. 1 Box 
53, Dennison, IL 62423. 

1991 Sport Fishing Calender and Shirt Pocket 
Card with shaded dates indicating best fishing 
days each month. Plus fish bait recipes for 
attracting catfish, buffalo, carp and steelhead. 
Send $3.00 for mailing and handling. Edward 
"Cramps" Wilson, 654N.-700W, RR 1, Hobart, 
IN 46342. 

Adult Pheasant and Quail Flight Pen Conditioned. 
Phillip Beeson, Indian Prairie Quail Farm, R.2, 
Cisne, IL 62823. 618-673-2656. 

PLAY GOSPEL SONGS BY EAR! Add Chords, 
Piano, Organ. 10 easy lessons $7.50. Guaran¬ 
teed. Davidson's, 6727RI Metcalf, Shawnee Mis¬ 
sion, Kansas 66204. 

INTELLIGENCE JOBS. FED. CIA, US Customs, 
DEA, etc. Now Hiring, Call (1)805-687-6000 Ext. 
K-20126. 

J. GILBERT O LEARY 
Complete Proceeding Municipal Bond 
For Major-Minor Road Improvements; 

Machinery and Buildings 
WRITE Box 118, Barry, III. 62312 

Phone A/C 217/335-2842 

THE NAME FOR QUALITY^ 
Farm, equine and commercial buildings. 

For your nearest dealer call toll free 

1 800 356-9682 

FREE POULTRY CATALOG IN COLOR 
Interesting ideas for presents. 

Over 100 varieties. Baby Chicks, Bantams, 
Ducklings, Goslings. Turkeys. Guineas. 
Pheasants. Partridge. Quail. Peacocks, 
Hatching Eggs, Incubators, Books. 
Equipment. Medications. 

Write or phone. 
Murray McMurray Hatchery, 

C132, Webster City, Iowa 50595 Phone: (515) 832-3280 
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