
A Critical Look Toward 
The Future, Its Problems 

By Ted Shepherd 
Rural Electric News Service 

Returning from an NRECA an¬ 
nual meeting entitled ‘'Door¬ 

way to a Decade/’ delegates see signs 
that the door to the future may 
swing shut in Rural America’s face. 

In fiscal 1971, the Rural Electrifi¬ 
cation Administration, with an ap¬ 
propriation request of $345-rnillion 
to meet loan applications totaling 
$934-million, will have roughly one 
dollar to lend for every three dollars 
rural electrics need. 

The rural telephone program, un¬ 
derfunded again with a $ 125-mil¬ 
lion allocation that echoes last year’s 
insufficient appropriations, faces a 
major crisis—another Administra¬ 
tion attempt to raise the 2-per cent 
interest rate. 

DESPITE the massive self-help ef¬ 
fort apparent in 766 of the nation’s 
nearly 1,000 rural electric systems 
applying for membership in CFG, 
their supplemental financing organi¬ 
zation, REA Administration Hamil 
is apparently encouraging coopera¬ 
tives to seek still other outside 
sources for badly needed capital. 

While the Administration con¬ 
tinues to pledge help to nonurban 
sectors, Agriculture Secretary Hardin 
has eliminated his department’s 
Rural Community Development Ser¬ 
vice, an agency conceived to aid 
economic development in the coun¬ 
tryside. 

In a period when the ability to 
borrow is becoming critical to the 
stability of rural enterprise—elec¬ 
trical and otherwise—the Federal 
Reserve Board steadfastly refuses to 
lower the impossibly high prime in¬ 
terest rates and hints continue to 
leak from the Administration that 
these rates may go even higher. 

The Atomic Energy Commission’s 
central station nuclear power de¬ 
velopment program—an endeavor 
considered critical to finding an an¬ 
swer to the future’s enormous power 
demands—has had its 1970 appro¬ 
priation of $221-million pared to 
$ 150-million for the coming fiscal 
year. 

LOCAL PROGRAMS, con¬ 
fronted with a cost spiral that 
mounts daily, receive from the Ad¬ 
ministration words of encourage¬ 
ment—and the same inadequate 
level of funding, or budget cuts: 

The Tennessee Valley Authority, 

funded at $50,600,000 in 1970, and 
$50,800,000 in 1971; the Southwest¬ 
ern Power Administration, whose 
1970 appropriation totaled $3.1-mil¬ 
lion, will be given $2.2-million in 
1971, unless Congress raises the 
amount. 

IN THE FACE of demonstrated 
rural need and proven financial in¬ 
ability to meet that need (surveys 
showing an average per capita in¬ 
come of $2,141 for persons living in 
counties served by rural electrics as 
against an income of $3,159 for the 
national average), the Administra¬ 
tion has: 

—Discontinued USDA Technical 
Action Panels that sought to co¬ 
ordinate federal, state and local de¬ 
velopment efforts. 

—Phased out USDA’s rural com¬ 
munity recreation loan program and 
the Department of Housing and 
Urban Development’s program of 
advances for public works planning. 

—Reduced and eliminated, de¬ 
spite Congressional directive to in¬ 
crease attacks on rural poverty, ap¬ 
plicable programs set up by the Of¬ 
fice of Economic Opportunity. 

—Abolished the Office of Rural 
Affairs. 

There are bright spots in this 
gloomy picture (FHA for instance 
will have funds to nearly double 
last year’s housing efforts), but in 
general recent events auger dark 
times ahead for rural America. 

Rural Americans are tightening 
their belts and renewing their efforts 
to push forward the rural electrifi¬ 
cation program and thus ensure the 
future that its success can promise. 

At present, however, the Door¬ 
way to the Decade is not wide open. 

If Ruptured 
Try This Out 

Modem Protection Provides Great 
Comfort and Holding' Security 

An "eye-opening” revelation in sensi¬ 
ble and comfortable reducible rupture 
protection may be yours for the asking, 
without cost or obligation. Full details 
of the new and different Rice Support 
will be sent you Free. Here’s a Support 
that has brought joy and comfort to 
thousands—by releasing them from 
Trusses that bind and cut. Designed to 
securely hold a rupture up and in where 
it belongs and yet give freedom of body 
and genuine comfort. For full informa¬ 
tion—write today! WILLIAM S. RICE, 
Ina, ADAMS. N. Y., 13605 DEPT. 

Protects Your Form 
Against Power Failure! 

Your profits go down when power 
goes off! Let us show you how 
you can protect your family and 
farm from costly, annoying power 
outages by leasing or buying a 
Winpower alternator. 

war 

"the old reliable'' 

EASTERN ILLINOIS 
Gail R. Morehead 

1005 West Lincoln Avenue 
Belvidere, Illinois 61008 
phone (815) 547-7400 

WESTERN & SOUTHWESTERN ILLINOIS 
James E. Humphrey 

3313 Crestview Drive 
Quincy, Illinois 62301 

phone (217) 223-8665 

‘Mail This Money Saving Coupon"" 

IOO GLADIOLUS BULBS 

1 

FOR SPRING PUNTING 

MICHIGAN NURSERY GROWN only $1 
Mail coupon before May 15 and get 100 GLADIOLUS BULBS 
for only a penny a bulb! These glads were grown in the fertile soil 
of Michigan. Are mixed in a stunning array of reds, yellows, pinks, 
purples, white, crimson, violet, multicolor, etc., as available. These bulbs 
are small and with normal soil, care and growing conditions will give 
you many blooms this year and grow on to larger bulbs that give star¬ 
tlingly beautiful gladiolus colors year after year. Any bulb not flowering 
5 years replaced free. Mail coupon now to get this wonderful bargain 
delivered for Spring Planting. Satisfaction guaranteed or return within 
10 days for purchase price refund. 
□ 100 GLADS 81.00 □ 200 for 81.94 □ 500 for 84.50 

MAMF O Send C.O.D. IN AML     pjus postage. 

ADDRESS        D Cash Order 

CITY STATE ZIP. " !! 
age paid. 

.DUTCH BULB IMPORTERS—Dept.GX-1552Grand Rapids, Mich.49502    
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I.V.E.C. COMMENTS 
Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative Princeton, III. 

A Great Combination 

Friendly Help and Electric Heat 
A bitter northwest wind whipped 

snow furiously across the coun¬ 
tryside where the thermometer was 
struggling in vain to climb to zero. 
Tires spun until the driver and his 
passenger realized they needed aid. 

It was not long in coming. Christ 
Thomas Jr. had been watching from 
a window in his comfortable, warm 
home south of Ottawa. Climbing 
aboard the cold seat of a farm trac¬ 
tor, he started out his lane pushing 
snow with a big, sturdy blade. 

With the snow drifts pushed aside 
he reached the two, fastened a heavy 
chain to their car and quickly pulled 
them free. He did it with a smile, 
as friendly as he had been in a visit 
with the two minutes earlier in his 
home. 

THE THOMAS HOME was the 
reason for the trip on such a cold 
day. The home is one of the grow¬ 
ing number using electricity as the 
sole energy source. And, as the 
Thomas family agreed, it certainly 
was an appropriate day to talk about 
electric heat. 

“As far as I’m concerned, electric 
heat is the only kind of heat there 
is,” Mr. Thomas said, proudly show¬ 
ing his home to M. M. Jontz, man¬ 
ager of Illinois Valley Electric Co¬ 
operative, and a reporter. 

“We’re mighty happy with the 

service from the cooperative,” he 
said to Mr. Jontz, showing him the 
basement where a family room is 
planned and where electric space 
heaters will give the needed auxiliary 
heat. 

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas have three 
active sons who will be happy with 
that addition to their home. Until 
then, the spacious living room is be¬ 
ing enjoyed by Christ, 15, a soph¬ 
omore at Ottawa High School; 
Dave, 15, a freshman at the same 
school, and Steve, 10, a fifth grade 
student at Deer Park Grade School. 

Upstairs, Mrs. Thomas smiled as 
she recalled how they had decided 
to install electric heat in the new 
home they moved into last August. 

“MY SISTER, BETTY, (Mrs. 
Paul Newtson who lives near Auburn 
in Sangamon County) converted her 
home to electric baseboard heat 
some eight or nine years ago,” Mrs. 
Thomas recalled. “They’re served by 
the cooperative at Auburn (Rural 
Electric Convenience Cooperative 
Co.) and were so happy with elec¬ 
tric heat that we wanted it too. 

“We have ceiling cable with 
separate thermostats in each room,” 
she continued. “I sure like that fea¬ 
ture. It lets us keep the bedrooms 
cooler, saving money.” 

As the wind whips snow outdoors, Mr. Thomas enjoys a favorite magazine while 
the boys—Steve, Dave and Christ—and their dog watch model racing cars. 

All smiles is Mrs. Thomas who ap¬ 
preciates her dishwasher and the many 
other comforts of an all-electric home. 

Mr. Thomas also spoke about 
costs. “I even figure I’m getting my 
heat for nothing.” He explained. “I 
saved something like $2,000 when 
you compare electric heat installa¬ 
tion costs to an expensive furnace 
and all the ductwork you would 
need. That savings will pay my heat¬ 
ing cost for a long time, not to men¬ 
tion the money it would take to re¬ 
place a furnace when it wears out. 

“You bet I’m sold on electric 
heat. Why I think it’s like the sun. 
It must be. A house plant given us 
was all bent over. But look at it now. 
It’s standing straight. 

“And another thing. Our auto¬ 
matic humidifier hardly ever runs, 
even on these below zero days when 
the humidity is really low. It’s be¬ 
cause electric heat doesn’t ‘dry up’ a 
home like other systems will.” 

THESE ARE WELCOME words 
to Mr. Jontz who, like Mr. and Mrs. 
Thomas, knows very well the ad¬ 
vantages of electric heat. He invites 
cooperative members interested in 
learning more about electric heat to 
contact Illinois Valley’s office in 
Princeton. 

Cooperative employes, the man¬ 
ager said, will be happy to assist 
members. And the assistance is pro¬ 
vided at no cost and the member is 
under no obligation, Mr. Jontz em¬ 
phasized. 

“So give us a call if you’re think¬ 
ing about building a home, adding 
onto your home or if your present 
heating system isn’t giving you the 
service you need,” he invited co¬ 
operative members. 
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Co-op Sponsors Contest 

See the White House, 

Other Historical Places 

In Exciting, Fun-Filled 

Week in Nation s Capital 
Two students attending a high school in the area 

served by Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative will 
win a week’s all-expense paid trip to Washington, D.C., 
in a contest sponsored again this year by the cooperative. 

Both sophomores and juniors are eligible to enter. 
They are to write essays of 1,000 words or less on Illinois 
Valley Electric Cooperative’s contributions to the peo¬ 
ple and the area it serves. Research materials and other 
information may be obtained at the cooperative’s of¬ 
fice in Princeton. 

CONTEST ENTRIES must be received no later 
than May 11, according to M. M. Jontz, manager of the 
cooperative. Judges will select the trip winners. 

Mr. Jontz said contestants do not have to live in a 
home receiving electric service from the cooperative. 

Children of cooperative directors and employes are not 
eligible, he added. 

The two local winners will join some 50 other 
Illinois youngsters for the bus trip to the nation’s capital. 
The students and their chaperones will leave Spring- 
field Saturday, June 13 and return June 20. 

UPTON CRAIG, president of the cooperative’s 
board of directors, encouraged all eligible students to 
enter the contest. 

“Previous winners of the Washington Youth Tour,” 
he said, “have been enthusiastic about the trip and 
about the many historical places they have visited. We 
believe the trip offers an excellent opportunity to see the 
nation’s capital and all the many important places 
there.” 

Last year's trip winners from Illinois 
Valley Electric Cooperative’s service 
area were Gale Clark (left) of Galva 
and Michael Heth of Marseilles. 

WASHINGTON, D.C., ESSAY CONTEST ENTRY BLANK 

Mail to: 

Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative 
P.O. Box 70 
Princeton, Illinois 61356 

Name     Age  

Address Phone No  

High School .—    Class Year  

Parent’s Name      

MARCH, 1970 
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• Continuous-Clean • ‘Baconer’ 
Continuous-clean ovens are a 

highlight of Whirlpool’s 1970 line of 
electric ranges. In addition to being 
continuous-clean and self-clean, the 
above model has infinite heat con¬ 
trols, plug-in surface units, auto¬ 
matic mealtimer clock, removable 
oven door, balanced heat oven and 
oven light. Available colors include 
white, edged copper, edged avocado 
and harvest gold. 

The “Baconer” from Westing- 
house is a fully automatic appliance 
that cooks bacon and thin meats, 
preventing messy splatters. Grease 
drips down into a tray equipped 
with a convenient pouring lip. With 
infinite control settings, it has a Tef¬ 
lon cooking surface and removable 
side panels. Sized and shaped like a 
toaster, the “Baconer” has a sug¬ 
gested retail price of $21.95. 

Lather Dispenser 

! A THSfL 

Turns your favorite bar soap 
into rich, warm lather —auto¬ 
matically. 

Just touch a lever — out 
comes warm soap lather, even 
in hard water areas. 

Stands on counter, mounts on 
wall, plugs in anywhere — a 
great family gift! 

Sunbeam has introduced a heated lather dispenser which combines any 
type of soap and tap water to produce a warm lather for shaving, wash¬ 
ing or beauty care. The dispenser can be adjusted for the degree of lather 
thickness desired. 

Last Call 
For Capital 
Trip Essays 
There’s still time for most would- 

be participants in the 1970 
electric cooperative Youth to Wash¬ 
ington essay contest to submit en¬ 
tries—but time is running short. 
Deadlines vary. 

(Most, but not all, Illinois co¬ 
operatives are participating in this 
annual event. Some have other and 
conflicting programs that preclude 
their participation.) 

But if you’re an eligible high 
school student we suggest you con¬ 
tact your cooperative at once to 
learn whether you still can enter. 
Some 50 Illinois high school essay 
contestants will win expense-paid, 
week-long trips to the nation’s cap¬ 
ital—and you might be among 
them. 

WRITING your contest essay 
shouldn’t take too long. Your co¬ 
operative can supply considerable 
helpful information. Each partici¬ 
pating cooperative selects its own 
winner or winners, so no one is com¬ 
peting on a statewide basis. Thus 
your chances are better. 

And what fun you’re sure to have 
in Washington! You’ll meet in 
Springfield the morning of Satur¬ 
day, June 13 and, with fellow win¬ 
ners, board two air-conditioned 
buses—and awav you’ll go! 

AT WASHINGTON you’ll stay 
at a beautiful motel, one of the 
largest in the world, near the banks 
of the Potomac River and just a 
short distance from downtown Wash¬ 
ington. You’ll join nearly 1,000 
other contest winners from virtual¬ 
ly all over the United States. You’ll 
make new and lasting friends. 

YOU’LL GO on a moonlight 
cruise on the Potomac, you’ll visit 
the White House, Washington’s 
home, the FBI, both houses of Con¬ 
gress, the headquarters of the Na¬ 
tional Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association and the Rural Electrifi¬ 
cation Administration. 

You’ll meet and talk with some of 
the top lawmakers of the country. 
You’ll be able to ask them questions 
—and you’ll get thoughtful, inform¬ 
ative answers. 

You will, in fact, have a ball. So 
take our advice. Find out at once 
whether your cooperative is partici¬ 
pating in the program. And if it is, 
ask whether there’s still time for you 
to enter. If there is, the best of luck! 

14 ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS 



ENJOY LIFE-LONG SECURITY 
For as long as you live and pay your premiums, we will never refuse to renew 
your policy because of your health — in fact, we guarantee that we will never 
cancel or terminate your policy unless we decline renewal of all policies of 
this type in your entire state. Moreover, no change can ever be made in your 
rate unless we make a general change for all persons of the same classification. 
You, of course, can drop your policy at any renewal date. 

IF YOU ARE OVER 65 
If you are over 65 now, or when you become 65, the following modest 
monthly increase applies: 

Female on All-Family or Husband-Wife Plan $ .50 
Female on One-Parent or Individual Plan $1.00 
Male on any plan $1.00 

EXECUTIVE FUND 
Life Insurance Company 

National Service Center: 3104 Farnam Street, Omaha, Nebraska 68131 
A Legal Reserve Company • Licensed in Your State 

Tandons and Ligamanta 
Cutting or repair of 

Single 25.00 
Additional, each (maximum of 

10 additional); 5.00 
, Fascia, cutting or transplant 35.00 

Tendon Sheath, cutting into 
Single 25.00 
Multiple 40.00 

Transplant 
Single 75.00 
Additional, each 50.00 

Urinary Tract 
Bladder, kidney or ureter, cutting or 

crushing 
Open operation 100.00 
Operation through natural passage . . .50.00 

Urethra 
Cutting or crushing operation other 

than meatotomy 30.00 
Meatotomy 15.OO 

ADDITIONAL COVERED HEALTH CONDITIONS— 

INJURY ONLY 

Amputation 
Loss of both hands or both arms . . .$5,000. 
Loss of both feet or both legs 5,000. 
Loss of one hand or arm and one 

foot or leg 5,000. 
Loss of one hand or one arm 2,000. 
Loss of one foot or one leg 2,000. 
Loss of finger or toe, each 25. 

Loss of sight of both eyes 
Loss of sight of one eye . 

Teeth 
Loss or repair of permanent, 
natural and sound teeth: 

Single  
Additional, each  

.$5,000. 
.1,250. 

.25.00 

.10.00 

SAFETY-FOLD 
COIN MAILER 
Complete form and cut 
along dotted lines. 
Place quarter in space 
indicated. Fold edges 
over onto quarter as 
shown. Then fold poc¬ 
ket over onto form to 
enclose coin in Safety- 
Fold. Then fold over 
again for extra safety, 
enclose in envelope 
and mail. 

/ 
/ 

,1 To put ybur policy in force as soon as possible, simply mail Enrollment Form today 
with $ .25 to P. O. Box 3567, National Service Center, Omaha, Nebraska 68103 

H 

THIS EHROLLMENT PERIOD EROS OCT. It 1970 
ENROLLMENT FORM No. 14519 

[ EXTRA BENEFIT PLAN ] 
INSURED’S NAME CIMr. 
(please print) |—| 

□ Miss 
ADDRESS   

Street 

AGE  

First Middle Initial Last 

City State Zip Code 

DATE OF BIRTH 

Month Day Year 
SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER 

(It becomes your policy number) 

l l V_/1 ir\ uiio UUA II yLJU uwn i nave; a 
Social Security Number. . . and we will 
assign you a policy number. 

IMPORTANT: Check the plan you wish. 
□ All-Family Plan* □ One-Parent Family Plan 
□ Husband-Wife Plan* □ Individual Plan 
*lf you select Husband-Wife Plan or All-Family Plan 

give us the following information about your wife: 
Wife’s 
First Name 

Middle 
Initial 

Date of 
wife’s birth: Month Day Year 

ents 
health and free 

ledgejnfijy To the best of 
received any 
give full details). .... UNTIL 

CB br treatma 

No (If “No”,givefulliletails). 

or any of ^ou^depi jf your depent 
eyea?fi □' 

}nts to be insured 
□ No (If “Yes,” 

Do you carry other insurance in this Company? □ Yes □ No 
I have enclosed my first month’s premium of $ .25 for the plan selected above and hereby 
apply to Executive Fund Life Insurance Company, Omaha, Nebraska for the Extra Benefit Plan 
(Specified Benefit Policy, Form P401 Series). I understand the policy becomes effective the 
same day it is issued and that pre-existing conditions will be covered after the policy has been 
in force for twelve months. I also understand that benefits are payable only for the conditions 
specified and that the Accidental Death Benefit will go into effect after the first month, and 
the second month’s premium has been paid. If I change my mind for any reason, I have the 
right to return my policy within ten days for a complete refund. 

Date  Signed X   
Insured's Signature — PLEASE DO NOT PRINT 

8
8
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Washington 

Youth Tour 

Talks Offered 

Annual Members' Meeting 

Scheduled for Sept. 29 
The annual meeting of Illinois 

Valley Electric Cooperative, 
Inc., will be held Tuesday, Sept. 29 
in the Exposition Hall on the Bureau 
County Fairgrounds at the north 
edge of Princeton. 

Upton Craig of Victoria, president 
of the cooperative’s board of direc¬ 
tors, encouraged all members to at¬ 
tend. He said members will consider 
annual business reports and elect 
three directors. In addition, many 
valuable attendance prizes will be 
distributed before refreshments are 
served at the close of the meeting. 

Registration will open at 11:30 
a.m. with the business meeting start¬ 
ing at 1 p.m. 

Annual reports will be presented 
by Mr. Craig, other directors and 
Manager M. M. Jontz as they re¬ 
view accomplishments since the co¬ 
operative was organized March 28, 
1939 to serve an original 67 mem¬ 
bers on 35 miles of line. Illinois 
Valley Electric now serves more than 
4,000 members living on 1,400 miles 
of line in Knox, Henry, Bureau, 
Putnam, Stark, LaSalle, Marshall 
and Kendall counties. 

During their annual meeting, 
members will elect three persons to 
the board of directors for three-year 

terms. Directors whose terms are ex¬ 
piring are Mrs. Eileen Slingsby of 
Utica, Howard Kinney of Magnolia 
and Milan Jackson of Toulon. 

Directors with remaining years on 
their terms are Mr. Craig, Roy Hor¬ 
ton of Princeton, Mrs. Edith Kays 
of Ottawa, John Bittner of Tiskilwa, 
Alvin Hepner of Kewanee and John 
Reed of Cambridge. 

For Your 

Farm And Home 
Enjoy added hours outdoors 
this fall with a mercury vapor 
security light. It comes on at 
dusk, goes off at dawn, all au¬ 
tomatically. It’ll mean safety, 
comfort and protection. All for 
a few pennies a day. Call Il¬ 
linois Valley Electric Coopera¬ 
tive and order your light today. 

« 1 

Interesting slide presentations of an 
organized youth tour to the na¬ 

tion’s capital are now available for 
church, civic, school and other groups 
throughout the service area of Illinois 
Valley Electric Cooperative, Man¬ 
ager M. M. Jontz has announced. 

Mr. Jontz said interesting groups 
should contact the cooperative’s of¬ 
fice in Princeton or either of the two 
youngsters winning this year’s trip in 
an essay contest sponsored by the 
cooperative. 

Marcia Hanien 

This year’s trip winners were Mar¬ 
cia Hansen, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Goldwyn Hansen of Buda r.r. 
1, and Mary Navin, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Bernard Navin of LaSalle 
r.r. 2. 

Mary Navin 

The two girls, both are now high 
school seniors, joined approximately 
50 other Illinois youths for the week’s 
tour of Washington, D. C. On their 
trip they saw the many national 
shrines, the White House, the Capi¬ 
tol Building, Mount Vernon, Arling¬ 
ton National Cemetery, the Smith¬ 
sonian Institute and many other 
places which they will describe in 
their presentations. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

for 

Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative Members 

Please use telephone number 875-1992 when reporting 
outages in the Princeton area at times other than the normal office 
hours which are 7:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. on weekdays. During office hours, 
use the office number which is 875-1913. 

Cards mailed to the members listed an incorrect number (875- 
1922) which is a personal residence. We’re sorry for the inconvenience 
and urge that you note the correct number which is 875-1992. 
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New Museum 
Depicts the 
Good Old Days 
Memories of “12,000 yesterdays” 

come alive in a museum re¬ 
cently opened to dramatize Ameri¬ 
can memorabilia of days gone by. 

Collections of all kinds such as 
toy soldiers, chinaware, fire engines, 
matchbox holders, greeting cards, 
clocks, dolls, clothing and many, 
many more items are attracting hun¬ 
dreds of people to the Time-Was 
Village Museum five miles south of 
Mendota on U. S. Route 51. 

As one visitor was heard to re¬ 
mark: “They’re really nice exhibits 
and they have been tastefully ar¬ 
ranged in mini-shops so that you en¬ 
joy it that much more.” 

The museum owned and operated 
by Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth B. Butler 

The Time-Was Village Museum served 
by Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative 
is just off U.S. Route 51, five miles 
south of Mendota and eight miles north 
of Interstate Route 80. 

SEPTEMBER, 1970 

Museum Owner Kenneth B. Butler stands alongside one of the 30 antique cars 
on exhibit to help depict life in the United States dating back to the 1850’s. 

was opened July 30 after years of 
planning and preparation. 

Mr. Butler, a Mendota business¬ 
man and former professor at North¬ 
western University, explains. 

“In 1953 I was named chairman, 
of the committee planning Mendota’s 
centennial celebration. I purchased 
an antique 1914 Ford automobile to 
publicize the centennial. That was 
the beginning of a disease.” 

SINCE THEN he has accumu¬ 
lated 29 more antique cars and, to¬ 
gether with his wife, has put together 
an estimated 12,000 individual items 
on display in five buildings with still 
more exhibits planned. 

“I first visualized an auto and 
carriage museum,” Mr. Butler ex¬ 
plained. “Then we decided to have 
a general type museum to interest 
both men and women and their 
families too.” 

“Also, we’ve tried to make it edu¬ 
cational as well as entertaining, and 
school administrators have told us 
they certainly think it is both,” Mrs. 
Butler added. 

Special rates are available for such 
groups as classes wishing to visit the 
museum which is open daily from 
9 a.m. to 6 p.m., May 1 through 

Oct. 31. Normal rates are $1.50 for 
adults and 75 cents for youths. 

Time-Was Village Museum, ac¬ 
cording to the Butlers, depicts many 
facets of American Life from 1850 
on. As a brochure exclaims: “It’s 
nostalgic to oldsters, intriguing to 
youngsters.” 

THERE ARE shaving cups en- 
printed with regular customers’ 
names on a shelf in a restored bar¬ 
bershop, a wooden Indian outside 
a tobacco store, a miniature circus 
laid out in all its splendor, a black¬ 
smith’s license hanging on the wall 
of his shop, colorful record albums 
recalling popular hits of yesteryear, 
well polished brass reflecting the 
image of an electric car, the “Blue 
Whale Lamp Shop” illustrating 
days before electricity, political pos¬ 
ters and buttons proclaiming cam¬ 
paign slogans, and on and on it goes. 

Mr. Butler recalled one little girl 
who was fascinated by all she saw 
and particularly by a horse-drawn 
popcorn wagon which prompted her 
to cry out: “Daddy, I want some 
antique popcorn.” 

Mr. and Mrs. Butler have one 
word of caution. “Allow a couple of 
hours to go through the museum. 
You’ll enjoy it more.” 
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• Ice Dispenser 
A refrigerator with a built-in ice 

dispenser complete with an ice crush¬ 
er is now available from General 
Electric. The handy on-the-floor dis¬ 
penser automatically delivers either 
crushed ice or cubes at a touch. The 
user makes his choice, pre-sets a 
lever and presses a glass, pitcher or 
ice bucket against a rubber-cush¬ 
ioned cradle. 

• Lightweight 
Lightweight (21 pounds) porta¬ 

bility with heavyweight performance, 
claims Arvin Industries of its all¬ 
channel, UHF-VHF black and white 
TV. It features a rectangular, 75- 
square-inch screen, aluminized pic¬ 
ture tube with safety shield, three- 
inch front-mounted speaker and 
UHF one-knob, two-speed transis¬ 
torized tuner. Retail price is $92.95. 

• Electric Fondue 
This electric fondue from the 

Hoover Co. is made of heavy formed 
aluminum with a Teflon lining. An 
automatic temperature control pro¬ 
vides accurate, even heat from warm 
to 425 degrees. It comes in a snappy 
Tahitian red and has six stainless 
steel forks with Rosewood handles 
and different colored end buttons for 
easy identification. 

• Air Cleaner 
Dust, smoke, pollen and other ir¬ 

ritating particles are removed from 
the air by Sunbeam’s new elec¬ 
tronic air cleaner. An activated char¬ 
coal filter absorbs odors. Tests show 
it removes 99 per cent of the pollen 
and 80 per cent of dust particles 
that pass through the unit. Priced 
at $199.95, it has Mediterranean 
styling with ball-type casters for 
portability. 

Albright Takes 

Position with 

Mortgage Firm 

Charles E. Albright 

Charles E. Albright, associate ed¬ 
itor of Illinois Rural Electric News 
since August 3, 1964, has resigned 
to take a position with M. E. Ploff- 
man Co., a Springfield mortgage 
banking firm. 

The resignation becomes effective 
about mid-September. 

Mr. Albright is replacing a retir¬ 
ing vice president and will be in 
charge of the mortgage company’s 
home loan department. 

“The decision to accept this of¬ 
fer and leave the Association of Illi¬ 
nois Electric Cooperatives was one 
of the most difficult I have ever 
made,” he said. “I have enjoyed 
my work here tremendously and I 
will always value the countless 
friends I have made.” 

Mr. Albright and his family will 
continue living at 2417 Haverford 
Road in Springfield. Before coming 
to AIEC, he served as state editor 
of the Decatur Herald and Review 
newspapers. He is a journalism grad¬ 
uate of the University of Illinois. 

“We’ll all miss ‘Chuck’ Albright 
very much,” said John Temple, Illi¬ 
nois REN editor. “He has done a 
splendid job during the all-too-brief 
period he has been so intimately 
connected with the electric cooper¬ 
ative program.” 

No replacement has yet been 
named. 
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