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'Power firms 
don't want 
yardstick' 

Goldwater 
seeking to 

'dissolve REA' 

Co-op friends 
in capitol 

vote funds 

He doesn't 
really like 
our co-ops 

■ Commercial power companies today are “after everything that might pro¬ 
vide the public with a yardstick of what it actually costs to produce and dis¬ 
tribute power,” Clyde T. Ellis, general manager of the National Rural Electric 
Cooperative Association, said recently in Washington. 

“They have made it clear,” he continued, “that they want rural electric co¬ 
operatives to be completely at their mercy for wholesale power supply. They 
want an absolute monopoly on the electric power business and they’re de¬ 
termined to destroy even the competition-by-example provided by the co¬ 
operatives.” 

■ The NRECA general manager noted Senator Barry Goldwater’s recent pro¬ 
nouncement that “the time has come to dissolve REA.” This, Mr. Ellis said, 
reflects “the aggressive attempts of the right wing extremists to help the com¬ 
mercial power companies kill the rural electrification program.” Mr. Ellis de¬ 
clared in a Washington address: 

“By killing REA, Senator Goldwater would leave rural electric systems 
throughout America with no source of financing to keep up with their power 
demands which are doubling every seven years. 

“They would wither and die as the rural mutual telephone associations did 
years ago, leaving millions of rural people without electric service as they were 
left without telephones. 

“Raising the REA interest rate to 5Vi per cent, which Senator Goldwater also 
seems to suggest, would accomplish the same result.” 

■ But electric cooperatives still have staunch friends in Washington and else¬ 
where. 

REA loan fund authorization legislation recently was approved by the House 
of Representatives as part of the Department of Agriculture appropriations bill. 
The vote was 288 to 79. 

It came as a surprise to no one when Rep. Robert Michel of Peoria, described 
in Washington as an arch-foe of rural electrification, tried his best to cripple 
the bill but with no more success than he has had in the past. 

Rep. Michel’s amendment to reduce the electric loan funds by $25-million 
came after another crippling attempt failed. His effort failed in a 111 to 84 
vote. (None of the votes on amendments were recorded votes.) 

Rep. Michel, however, announced that he will offer separate legislation that 
would require public hearings before G&T loans could be granted and which 
would permit REA to grant 2 per cent interest loans only for construction of 
distribution lines. 

It is these restrictions that power companies have been trying to write into 
legislation for years. 

■ Congressman W. R. Poage of Texas recently wrote Arthur Kreutzer of 
Chicago, vice president of the Liquefied Petroleum Gas Association, concern¬ 
ing Mr. Kreutzer’s attacks on electric cooperatives: 

“I know you do not want the Congress to destroy the REA co-ops. You just 
want to starve them and let them die. 

“Frankly, Mr. Kreutzer, I am surprised at the obvious ill will which your 
association is evidencing against REA-financed cooperatives. Your whole Chi¬ 
cago hierarchy seems to be obsessed with the idea that you must protect the 
poor little power companies from this ‘giant’ that buys most of its power from 
them.” 
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Fair Play for Co-ops 
Good will come from these amazingly bitter, unfair and persistent 

attacks leveled against electric cooperatives by commercial utilities 
that seek to free themselves from even a trace of fair competition. 

It already has. And much more will result. 
Independence Day speakers frequently tell Americans that eternal 

vigilance is the price of freedom—and this certainly has been proved 
true in the case of electric cooperatives. 

For most of a quarter century increasing thousands of Illinois res¬ 
idents have concentrated on solving the complex problems of pro¬ 
viding themselves with essential electric power. 

THESE COOPERATIVE members generally ignored subtly in¬ 
creasing opposition that began flowing from the commercial utilities. 
Even when they were indirectly accused of being socialistic or worse, 
most members held their peace, cocked a quizzical eye at commercial 
utility spokesmen and hoped they’d go away, or at least become in¬ 
terested in something else. 

But the attacks continued. In Washington a few farm legislators 
who should have known better began to take up the cry: “Let’s pro¬ 
tect the cooperative members!” 

From whom? 
“Well .... er ... . from themselves, that’s who!” 
Finally the stage was set. The well-oiled commercial utility legis¬ 

lative machine began to roll. In Springfield, House Bill 1189 was 
introduced into the General Assembly. 

“It’s only designed to help you, to protect you,” utility spokesmen 
said. “It’s for your own good!” 

But Robert R. Wagner, Association of Illinois Electric Cooper¬ 
atives president, predicted that its passage would mean the ultimate 
end of Illinois electric cooperatives. 

COMMERCIAL UTILITY spokesmen were unperturbed. Smooth¬ 
ly they urged the cooperatives to roll over and play dead. “We’ve 
the votes to pass this bill whenever we’re ready,” they murmured, 
hoping to discourage opposition and attract legislators to their band¬ 
wagon. 

Then things began to happen. Cooperative members—farmers, 
rural area merchants, a scattering of attorneys and others, but mostly 
farmers, fine men and women who liked to tend to their own bus¬ 
iness and who had never gained the burnished skill some utility ex¬ 
perts have—descended on the capitol in Springfield by the hundreds. 

This new breed of cooperative “lobbyists” quietly, sincerely, re¬ 
spectfully talked with their legislators in capitol corridors, on eleva¬ 
tors, on street corners, in offices, on the fringes of legislative chambers. 

THEY EXPLAINED that the 27 electric cooperatives of Illinois 
belong to them, the member-owners, not to the government and not 
to stockholders scattered throughout the 50 states and interested 
principally in how much profit they could earn on their investment. 

“We control our own businesses, we protect ourselves through our 
own management of our own affairs,” cooperative member-owners 
said again and again—and legislators listened attentively. 

The cooperative battle for survival isn’t over. Far from it. But 
if, in Illinois, cooperative members continue their determined pro¬ 
tection of their rights, this battle ultimately will be won. 

OUR COVER—Illinois cooperative essay contest winners ready to 
leave state capitol for exciting Washington visit. Thomas H. Moore, 
AIEC general manager (center, foreground), was on hand to see 
them off. 
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Co-ops Battle for Fair Play Legislation 
By John F. Temple 

This month Illinois’ electric co¬ 
operatives are in a legislative bat¬ 
tle for survival and despite terrific 
adverse odds their member-owners 
are far from discouraged. 

Daily more and more coopera¬ 
tive members and their friends in 
rural, suburban and city areas 
rally to protect the cooperatives’ 
rights. Not since creation of the 
cooperatives more than a quarter- 
century ago have these do-it-your¬ 
self organizations been in such 
danger—or more united and de¬ 
termined. 

Climax of a long-planned com¬ 
mercial utility knock-out blow 
aimed at the cooperatives is House 
Bill 1189 that would classify co¬ 
operatives as public utilities and 
place them under control of the 
Illinois Commerce Commission. 

This action is sought by profit- 
motivated commercial utilities de¬ 
spite the fact that electric cooper¬ 
atives are not public utilities but 
instead serve only their own mem¬ 
bers—no one else. 

SO SERIOUS is the threat of 
this measure that Robert R. Wag¬ 
ner, president of the Association 
of Illinois Electric Cooperatives, 
said recently: 

“If we are placed under ICC 
control it will be only a matter of 
time before we cease to exist. 

“I firmly believe that if this bill 
passes, one-half of our cooperatives 
will be out of business within ten 
years. And within another ten 
years all will be gone.” 

Commercial utility lobbyists, 
shrewd, skilled and confident, said 
their measure was co-sponsored by 
an impressive list of legislators. 
It was. 

But after cooperative members 
began making their feelings known 
by friendly but firm letters, wires 
and personal contacts, legislators 
began taking second looks at 
House Bill 1189. They didn’t like 
what they saw. 

AT THE FIRST House Public 
Utilities Committee hearing it ap¬ 
peared committee members were 
set to recommend passage without 
even giving friends of the cooper¬ 
atives a chance to state their em¬ 
phatically contrary views. 

But legislative friends of the co¬ 
operatives—and their number is 
growing—protested. A second 
hearing was called. 

On that day cooperative mem¬ 
bers and supporters from through¬ 
out most of Illinois, more than 400 
strong, packed the large hearing 
room. They overflowed into State 
House corridors. Most wore flame- 
red badges calling for “Fair Play!” 

They were quiet and orderly. 
But they were deadly serious. They 
wanted no part in this, another 

power company inspired effort to 
hamper the rights and abilities of 
their cooperatives to serve their 
own member-owners. 

Witness after witness testified. 
And when a committeeman like 
Rep. Joe W. Russell (D., Piper 
City), pointed out that coopera¬ 
tives weren’t trying to hurt the big 
commercial utilities and should 
not be harassed, the crowd broke 
into spontaneous and enthusiastic 
applause. 

At first Chairman Charles K. 
Willett (R., Dixon), tried to gavel 
cooperative members into silence 
but on later occasions he gave up. 

SERIOUS, quiet spoken wit¬ 
nesses included such men as Ever¬ 
ett R. Read, president of Jo-Car- 
roll Electric Cooperative, Inc.; S. 
R. Paris, manager, Illinois Rural 
Electric Co.; French L. Fraker, at¬ 
torney for Eastern Illinois Power 
Cooperative and Illini Electric Co¬ 
operative, and John L. Knuppel, 
attorney for the Association of 
Illinois Electric Cooperatives. 

Also John Rees, president, Illi¬ 
nois Farmers Union, and Lee Nick- 
elson, chief engineer, Springfield 
City Water, Light and Power De¬ 
partment and secretary-treasurer 
of the Illinois Municipal Utilities 
Association. 

Despite this, the House commit¬ 
tee recommended passage of House 
Bill 1189 and sent it to the House 
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Part of the crowd of electric cooperative member-owners that packed a recent 
hearing on House Bill 1189 in Springfield. Visitors applauded contention there’s 
no justification for placing cooperatives under Illinois Commerce Commission 
control. 



Electric cooperative members are looking at both sides of proposals contained 
in House Bill 1189, backed by commercial utilities. They see the proposed legis¬ 
lation as a way of taking local control of electric cooperatives from the member- 
owners and placing it in the hands of the Illinois Commerce Commission— 
despite the fact that the cooperatives are NOT public utilities. This cartoon was 
<lrawn by Jack Prevo, engineering assistant, Coles-Moultrie electric cooperative, 
Mattoon, from an idea originated by John Waggoner, retired manager. 

floor for ultimate approval, rejec¬ 
tion or withdrawal. 

All 27 Illinois electric coopera¬ 
tives have adopted strongly worded 
resolutions opposing this measure. 

They point out that it is favored 
by Illinois Power Company and 
Central Illinois Public Service 
Company. 

Who opposes it? 
All the electric cooperatives, the 

Illinois Agricultural Association, 
county Farm Bureau organizations, 
Illinois Farmers Union, Illinois 
National Farmers Organization 
and the Illinois Municipal Utili¬ 
ties Association. 

MEANWHILE, on the Senate 
side of the capitol, the electric co¬ 
operative’s own “Fair Play” legisla¬ 
tion has been introduced and has 
received a more friendly hearing. 

This bipartisan measure is Sen¬ 
ate Bill 1084. 

It was introduced by Senator 
Dwight P. Friedrich, Centralia, a 
leading Republican and one of the 
most respected members of the 
Senate. 

Co-sponsors are two leading 
Democrats, Edward C. Eberspach- 
er of Shelbyville and Robert A. 
Welch of Canton. 

Senate Bill 1084 is a brief and 
simple measure. It was designed 
to protect the rights of all suppli¬ 
ers to serve their own territories 
without raiding or harassment by 
another supplier. 

It applies equally and fairly to 
all suppliers. It grants special fa¬ 
vors or privileges to none. 

So simple are its provisions that 
sponsors such as Senator Friedrich 
say under it most disputes between 
power suppliers involving service 
would be settled quickly, easily 
and with a minimum loss of time. 

Whatever differences that re¬ 
mained would be settled in local 
courts and such limited litigation, 
sponsors say, should be both brief 
and inexpensive. 

WHEN SENATE Bill 1084 
came up for first hearing before 
the Senate Public Utilities Com¬ 
mittee, Chairman John P. Meyer 
(R., Danville) had some idea of 
what to expect in the way of 
crowds. 

He scheduled the meeting in 
the Senate chamber itself in order 
to provide room for electric coop¬ 
eratives members who were deep¬ 
ly concerned about commercial 
utility legislative attacks against 
their organizations. 

At this hearing, too, bright red 
“Fair Play” emblems lit up the 
Senate chamber. Once again co¬ 

operative members leaned forward 
to hear every word. 

They listened to eight courteous 
but deadly serious witnesses. 

THEY HEARD Thomas H. 
Moore, state association general 
manager, quickly outline how and 
why electric cooperatives came in¬ 
to being and why their continued 
strength and prosperity is impor¬ 
tant to the continued economic 
strength and prosperity of all Illi¬ 
nois citizens. 

Mr. Moore told the Senate com¬ 
mittee that locally-owned and lo¬ 
cally-controlled electric coopera¬ 
tives were organized to provide ru¬ 
ral areas—not just farmers alone— 
with electricity—after commercial 
utilities declined to do the job. 

“Commercial power suppliers 
told these people they didn’t need 
electricity and couldn’t pay for it 
if they had it,” Mr. Moore went on. 

“So commercial public utilities 
skimmed the cream from the rural 
areas, taking what they wanted, 
leaving the rest in darkness. . . . 

“The cooperatives do not com¬ 
plain of this! However, their mem¬ 
bers recognized that they were left 
with a marginal territory when 
they borrowed the money to serve 
these areas. 

“They did not dream that the 
power companies would, 25 years 

later, again try to ‘skim the cream’ 
of the territories after the cooper¬ 
atives had built their systems to 
serve those areas.” 

Mr. Moore continued: 
“If they are allowed to do this, 

either by legislation or by lack of 
protective legislation such as this 
‘Fair Play’ bill, the electric coop¬ 
eratives will be pushed back little 
by little until they are left with a 
territory that not even they can 
serve economically. 

“Then, unfortunately for all cit¬ 
izens of Illinois, dark spots will 
reappear on the face of rural Illi¬ 
nois. It won’t be 88 per cent as it 
was in 1935, but it might well be 
from 25 to 50 per cent in some 
areas of our state.” 

MR. MOORE explained that 
low-interest Rural Electrification 
Administration loans originally 
were made available only to com¬ 
mercial utilities. 

This, he said, was done in good 
faith by Congress despite the fact 
that when the REA Act was passed, 
representatives of commercial pow¬ 
er companies were one of only two 
groups which opposed the meas¬ 
ure. 

Later L. C. Groat, veteran man¬ 
ager of Spoon River Electric Co¬ 
operative, Inc., pointed out that 

(Continued on Page 30) 
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His Boys 
practical and interesting projects 
there’s little cause for their parents 
to worry about their out-of-school 
activities. 

The students learn the value of 
money, the teacher continued. They 
learn how to make it and save it and 
put it to work. Yes, sir, these boys— 
these young men—do a lot of grow¬ 
ing up and in the years ahead they’ll 
make priceless contributions to their 
communities. 

Mr. Schroder has been a teacher 
for a quarter-century. Most of that 
time he has concentrated on voca¬ 
tional agriculture. He’s seen the 
famed “agricultural revolution” in 
action and has even played a part 
in its advance. 

“It’s true that Illinois and particu¬ 
larly our own immediate area have 
made tremendous progress of which 
we have every right to be proud,” 
the teacher said. 

“But even greater progress lies 
ahead. This couldn’t possibly be 
brought about without a keen will¬ 
ingness on the part of our farmers, 
particularly our younger farmers, to 
accept worthwhile new ideas.” 

ONE MAJOR factor in agricul¬ 
tural advances in the broad Car¬ 
thage area during the last 20 years 
or more, the instructor continued, 
has been development of the West¬ 
ern Illinois Electrical Coop, which 
now serves more than 2,800 mem¬ 
ber-owners, most of them in Hen¬ 
derson and Hancock Counties. 

When the first lines were ener¬ 
gized, Jan. 10, 1940, the cooperative 
served only 716 members. They used 
an average of 47 kilowatt-hours per 
month. Last January and February 
the average was 715. The average 
for all of last year was 506 kilo¬ 
watt-hours per month. 

Lee Leonard, manager of West¬ 
ern Illinois Electrical Coop., expects 
member use of electricity to more 
than double during the next ten 
years. 

Mr. Schroder, who is in close 
and almost constant touch with 
many farmers throughout the area, 
said those he talks with have a real 
appreciation for the contribution of 
Western Illinois Electrical Coop. 

“They are the actual owners of 
the cooperative,” he said. “They 
appreciate the fact that it represents 
them and has their interests at 
heart. They don’t always go to all 
its meetings and they don’t always 
keep themselves too well informed 
concerning its problems. But that 
in itself is a vote of confidence.” 
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Ben Schroder Praises 
Ben Schroder, vocational agricul¬ 

ture teacher at Carthage Com¬ 
munity High School for the last 16 
years, has no use for the view that 
today’s youngsters are irresponsible 
scatterbrains interested only in fun. 

In this he’s like most vocational 
agriculture teachers and others who 
work closely with young people and 
know them best. 

“Most of the teenagers I know 
are hard-working, lively fellows 
with a wholesome respect for edu¬ 
cation and a healthy receptiveness 
to new ideas,” Mr. Schroder said 
in a recent interview. 

Much of the agricultural progress 
in his area came after World War 
II veterans began returning to the 
farms. 

THESE YOUNG men were 
anxious to raise their standards 
through adoption of whatever 
new methods seemed practical. 
They were adventuresome. They 
were quick to try new and promis¬ 
ing ideas. They were convinced the 
time had come for them to try some 
“pioneering” on their own. 

Part of this “pioneering” resulted 
from the youthful vigor of young 
farmers and part sprang from the 
stimulus of lively high school stu¬ 
dents in vocational agriculture 
classes, Schroder said. 

Persistently they kept asking, “Is 
this the best way the job can be 
done? Can it really be done better?” 

“Today’s vocational agriculture 
students,” he said, “are realistic. 
They don’t adopt half-baked the¬ 
ories. Neither do they reject an 
idea merely because it hasn’t yet 
been generally accepted. I’d say that 
is a mark of maturity.” 

“Not all of these boys will go to 
college,” the veteran teacher said. “I 
encourage them to go whenever its 
possible. And even if they don’t go 
I want them to continue their learn¬ 
ing processes—and they do. 

“I’m concerned that so many of 
our fine young people leave our 
community for outside opportunities. 
This is costly for all of us. But a 
great many fine youngsters remain 
and they’re our hope for the future.” 

FINE YOUNGSTERS? And 
smart? 

“Right,” said Schroder. “A farm¬ 
er today has to be a pretty sharp 
cookie to succeed. And when our 
farmers succeed, the rest of us don’t 
have too much to worry about.” 

Maturity? Mr. Schroder points 
with pride to the fact that last year 
his vocational agriculture boys 
netted $16,000 from 59 school- 
supervised farm projects. 

While they’re working on these 

Ben Schroder (white shirt), veteran vocational agriculture teacher at Carthage, 
with two of his students, Larry McClintock and Rodney McGaughey (right). 
With them is Lester Aeilts, power use adviser for Western Illinois Electrical 
Coop. The cooperative works closely with school groups in a variety of educa¬ 
tional projects as part of its community service program. 



Mr. and Mrs. V. E. Clark receive Gold Medallion from O. J. Chaney, manager of Wayne White Counties 
Electric Cooperative, Fairfield. From left are Roy L. Morris, cooperative power use adviser; Mr. and Mrs. 
Clark; Mr. Chaney and Evans Williams, McLeansboro r.r.3, president of the cooperative. 

Electric Heating Ideal, Say Clarks 
Has this summer heat almost got 

you down? Good. This is a 
fine time to think of installing 
electric heat for next fall, and you 
don’t have too much time left. 

Lots of people have been think¬ 
ing along this line and lots of 
them have already taken action. 

Mr. and Mrs. V. E. Clark of near 
McLeansboro, in Southern Illi¬ 
nois, for example. 

The other day a group of 
Wayne-White Counties Electric 
Cooperative folks and about 200 
other visitors showed up at the 
Clark’s new Gold Medallion home 
built so far out in the country 
that nothing but an electric co¬ 
operative line could reach it, or 
would want to. 

THE OCCASION was the first 
Gold Medallion open house in the 
history of Wayne-White, but it 
won’t be the last. Such interest! 

“We’re delighted,” said Mrs. 
Clark. “Before we built we talked 
with many people who had elec¬ 
tric heat, as well as those with 
other types. Those with electric 
heat were particularly happy. I 
don’t think we found anyone who 
wasn’t satisfied. 

“Everyone was so helpful to us 
and if interested persons would 
like to visit us later, or write, we 
will be pleased to pass on to them 
the results of our experience.” 

OWEN J. CHANEY, Wayne 
White manager, is a strong booster 
for electric heat, and with good 
reason. 

“We estimate that the cost of 
electric heating will be as low for 
the Clarks, or a little lower, than 
the cost would be with older types 
of heating,” he said at the open 
house. 

“In addition, electric heating is 
cheaper to install. A home builder 
saves $200 to $300 over cost of in¬ 
stalling a conventional furnace. He 
saves perhaps another $100 on a 
flue which isn’t required with elec¬ 
tric heat. And over the years he 
should save an average of $50 an¬ 
nually on maintenance. 

“There just is hardly any main¬ 
tenance with electric heat. And the 
system should last as long as the 
house. That’s hard to beat.” 

K. P. MITCHELL of McLeans¬ 
boro, who did the installation for 
the Clarks, described electric heat 
as “the coming thing.” When it’s 
put in properly, he added, it’s 
trouble-free, economical and the 
most comfortable heat one can ob¬ 
tain. 

Evans Williams, McLeansboro 
r.r.3, president of Wayne-White, 
predicted that in the next few 
years most new homes will use this 
modern heat. 

And Roy L. Morris, power use 

adviser for the cooperative, point¬ 
ed out that plenty of reliable tech¬ 
nical advice is available from the 
cooperative. 

“WE’RE NOT selling anything,” 
he said. “We provide plenty of 
real service to our members, who 
also are the owners of this cooper¬ 
ative, one of the largest in Illinois. 

“We provide estimates of needs 
and ultimate heating costs and 
these estimates are quite reliable 
as indicated by previous experi¬ 
ence. The service is free.” 

With all these observations float¬ 
ing around their open house, the 
Clarks had a difficult time getting 
a word in edgeways. But they 
didn’t care. They were going to en¬ 
joy their trim, all-electric, cool-in- 
summer, warm-in-winter, brick 
ranch house for years and years. 

Mrs. Clark would have pointed 
out that the house was easier to 
clean and maintain than houses 
with older type heating. She would 
have said she liked the extra space 
available when a furnace wasn’t 
needed. She would have said she 
felt more confident, knowing 
they’d never have a furnace break¬ 
down. 

But who would listen? Everyone 
was too busy admiring the new 
home. 

“Have some more punch and 
cookies,” said Mrs. Clark happily. 
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C. M. Douglas (left) is new president of the Illinois Electric Cooperatives Man¬ 
agers’ Association. Lee Leonard (center) is the vice president. With them here is 
Maurice Johnson, retiring president. Dennis Tachick, newly elected secretary- 
treasurer, was not available when this picture was made. 

Electric Cooperatives Helping 
Commercial Utilities, says Wood 
Illinois and the nation need a con¬ 

stantly expanding supply of re¬ 
liable, low-cost electric energy, 
reaching all residents, and com¬ 
mercial utilities have no reason to 
be jealous of cooperatives. 

This was the message of Richard 
Wood, assistant administrator of 
the Rural Electrification Adminis¬ 
tration, speaking recently at the 
semi-annual meeting of the Illinois 
Electric Cooperatives Managers’ 
Association in Springfield. 

“Electric cooperatives generat¬ 
ing systems produce only one per 
cent of the nation’s power supply,” 
Mr. Wood said. “And they are not 
likely to increase this percentage.” 

THE WASHINGTON official 
pointed out that the “electric in¬ 
dustry is big enough for all seg¬ 
ments—commercial, public, mu¬ 
nicipal and electric cooperatives. 
The job is big enough for all.” 

Commercial utilities long have 
maintained their future is in jeop¬ 
ardy because of electric coopera¬ 
tives and such programs as the 
Tennessee Valley Authority. 

But Mr. Wood called attention 
to a recent national magazine ar¬ 
ticle showing there is no evidence 
that profits of private power com¬ 
panies have suffered, even in the 
areas immediately adjacent to the 
Tennessee Valley Authority public 
power generation. 

Electric cooperative leaders long 
have pointed out that because of 
the influence of TVA lower cost 

power, commercial utilities nearby 
have felt constrained to reduce 
their own rates. 

But the result has been that cus¬ 
tomers have used more of the 
lower-cost energy than ever before 
and everyone has benefitted—in¬ 
cluding the profit-motivated utili¬ 
ties. 

MR. WOOD also had words of 
caution against the sometimes 
heard view that electric coopera¬ 
tives can get along very well with¬ 
out borrowing federal funds 
through the rural Electrifi¬ 
cation Administration. Some pos¬ 
sibly could. Most couldn’t and 
without availability of federal 
funds their days would be num¬ 
bered, under present circum¬ 
stances. 

Specifically Mr. Wood said: 
“Give no credence to those who 

argue that electric cooperatives 
should get their financing from 
outside sources rather than from 
REA. Those outside sources of fi¬ 
nancing are the very people who 
would like to see electric coopera¬ 
tives put out of business.” 

COOPERATIVE managers 
elected C. M. Douglas, manager of 
Monroe County Electric Coopera¬ 
tive, Waterloo, as their president 
for the coming year. He succeeds 
Maurice Johnson, manager of Ed¬ 
gar Electric Cooperative, Paris. 

Also elected were Lee Leonard, 
manager of Western Illinois Elec¬ 
trical Coop., Carthage, as vice pres¬ 

ident, and Dennis Tachick, man¬ 
ager of Eastern Illinois Power Co¬ 
operative, Paxton, as secretary- 
treasurer. 

R. T. Reeves, manager of South¬ 
ern Illinois Electric Cooperative, 
Dongola, discussed gratifying prog¬ 
ress being made on final work at 
Southern Illinois Power Coopera¬ 
tive’s 99,000-kilowatt generating 
plant near Marion. 

MR. REEVES is a director of 
the power cooperative. He said 
undertaking of such a huge proj¬ 
ect is a tribute to the vision of 
members of the three participating 
electric cooperatives which include 
his own organization and Egyptian 
Electric Cooperative Association, 
Steeleville, and Southeastern Illi¬ 
nois Electric Cooperative, Inc., El¬ 
dorado. 

“Operation of the plant will 
mean an adequate member-owned 
supply of power at a cost lower 
than the wholesale power now be¬ 
ing purchased from the commer¬ 
cial power company supplier,” Mr. 
Reeves pointed out. 

Managers, at their closing ses¬ 
sion, discussed at length ways in 
which they could support Senate 
Bill 1084, the cooperatives’ “Fair 
Play” territorial protection legisla¬ 
tion. 

THOMAS H. MOORE, general 
manager of the Association of Illi¬ 
nois Electric Cooperatives, re¬ 
ported on legislative progress. 

Mr. Moore said grass roots sup¬ 
port of the legislation by member- 
owners of all 27 Illinois coopera¬ 
tives effectively refutes the power 
interests’ assertion that coopera¬ 
tive members are indifferent to the 
affairs of their organizations. 
“They care, and with deep inten¬ 
sity,” Mr. Moore said. 

But he cautioned that much 
more work remains to be done be¬ 
fore the danger of repressive legis¬ 
lation in this session of the General 
Assembly is past. Managers agreed 
unanimously. 
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^ Men and women such as these from Coles-Moultrie Electric 
Cooperative are playing a most important role in seeking 
“Fair Play” legislation for Illinois’ cooperatives. They’re pic¬ 
tured outside the capitol before a recent legislative hearing. 

Cooperatives Seek 
'Fair Play' Votes 

Once upon a time a “research” firm employed by 
a couple of commercial utilities interviewed, they 
said, 600 members of Illinois electric cooperatives. 

From this they concluded that most of Illinois’ 
140,000 cooperative members just weren’t much in¬ 
terested in their cooperatives and didn’t know much 
about them anyway. 

Later on, commercial utilities introduced legisla¬ 
tion at Springfield that would, co-op leaders said, re¬ 
sult in ultimate destruction of the cooperatives. 

Then the action started. 
Cooperative members from all walks of life de¬ 

scended on the state capitol to express their views 
and to push for their own “Fair Play” measure, Sen¬ 
ate Bill 1084, that would protect the rights of all 
power suppliers. 

Sophisticated Springfield had seen countless legis¬ 
lative delegations over the years, but never delegations 
such as these. 

This was a new breed of “lobbyist.” 
These men and women were articulate without us¬ 

ing flowery language. They were respectful—and 
they were dead serious. 

They wanted no unfair restrictions placed on their 
rights to provide themselves with electric service. 
They had facts to present to legislators, and legisla- 

k tors, anxious to be informed, listened with keen in¬ 
terest. 

Were cooperative members actually indifferent to 
the electric businesses they own and control? 

Their actions demonstrate that they were not. 
Farmers left fresh-cut hay in their fields to hurry 

to Springfield. Merchants, attorneys, housewives, 
dropped other work to lend their influence. 

Springfield had seldom seen so firm a demonstra¬ 
tion of such deep interest. 

Cooperative members (right) discuss legislation with Repre¬ 
sentatives Dave Glenn and James H. Donnewald in State 
House corridor. 
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Rural Areas Future Bright: de Grazia 

Victor de Grazia, executive director of the state Board of Economic Development, 
discusses future of Illinois’ rural areas. He says electric cooperatives have played a 
decisive role in area improvements, and will make vital contributions in the future. 

Illinois’ electric cooperatives have 
set a priceless example of lead¬ 

ership and accomplishment in the 
past—and may well accomplish 
even more in the future, Victor de 
Grazia has told Illinois Rural Elec¬ 
tric News. 

Mr. de Grazia is executive direc¬ 
tor of the state Board of Economic 
Development. As such he is inti¬ 
mately acquainted with develop¬ 
ment opportunities from one end 
of the state to the other and with 
contributions of electric coopera¬ 
tives and their more than 140,000 
member-owners. 

“Without the physical facilities 
for distribution of electric energy 
provided by the cooperatives, pres¬ 
ent development of our rural areas 
would not have been possible,” 
Mr. de Grazia said. 

“These facilities are being up¬ 
graded and improved to meet the 
growing needs of their areas, and 
this is vitally important. 

“But even more important, if 
possible, to future development of 
these great areas is the spirit and 
leadership of electric cooperative 
members.” 

MR. DE GRAZIA is a vigorous, 
lively and friendly man. He has 
a clear understanding of the prog¬ 
ress that can be made through the 
united efforts of Illinois residents. 
And he has a sincere respect for 
their abilities. 

He recalled that electric cooper¬ 
ative members banded together to 
accomplish the seemingly impossi¬ 
ble goal of excellent electric serv¬ 
ice to rural areas of Illinois. 

“Think of it,” he suggested. “A 
quarter century ago there was lit¬ 
tle electric power in rural Illinois. 
Today electric cooperative mem¬ 
bers own and operate their own 
businesses—27 of them. They’re 
skilled. They’re practical. They 
don’t know the meaning oi such 
phrases as ‘It can’t be done.’ 
They’ve proved they can do the 
impossible.” 

Mr. de Grazia and his staff know 
that one of the greatest handicaps 
in development of any area is com¬ 
placency, the feeling that “things 
can’t be changed.” 

“Rural electric people have no 
such complacency,” the state direc¬ 

tor pointed out. “The leadership 
they have provided in the past and 
will provide in the future is one 
of the great assets of our state.” 

MR. DE GRAZIA and his eco¬ 
nomic board have had wide expe¬ 
rience—and success—in helping 
many areas develop their economic 
potential. He’ll be happy to hear 
from cooperative boards and other 
groups who’d like more informa¬ 
tion concerning what might be 
done in any area. 

You can write him at the State 
Office Building, Springfield. 

Don’t expect him and his asso¬ 
ciates to tell community leaders 
how to solve their problems. These 
public servants have too much re¬ 
spect for such community leaders. 
But, drawing on their experience, 
they can be of much help in chart¬ 
ing methods and courses of action. 

For example: 
“One mistake that’s easy to 

make,” Mr. de Grazia said, “is to 
concentrate on large industries. 

These are fine, but one can readily 
overlook the tremendous value of 
smaller plants. 

“A man like Ora M. Snider (for¬ 
mer manager of M.J.M. Electric 
Cooperative, Inc., Carlinville, has 
a sound idea when he urges culti¬ 
vation of several smaller plants. 

“This provides valuable diversi¬ 
fication of an area’s economy and 
that diversification is one reason 
Illinois is a strong state.” 

IN THE NEXT few years, a 
great number of new businesses 
will spring up in Illinois’ rural 
areas, Mr. de Grazia asserted. 

They’ll be attracted by labor, 
tax and land economies. And 
shrewd electric cooperative person¬ 
nel, with their experience, knowl¬ 
edge and determination, will play 
leading roles in attracting them to 
their own areas. 

One of the state’s great under¬ 
developed resources, Mr. de Grazia 
continued, is its tourist industry. 
And in this field, Southern Illinois 
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Bob Wilson, Publisher, Urges 
'Fair Play Legislation Support 

residents are setting a splendid ex¬ 
ample for the rest of the state. 

“These Southern Illinois resi¬ 
dents are sold on their area as a 
tourist attraction,” Mr. de Grazia 
said. “They talk of it night and 
day. They work at it, and they’re 
getting results. I wish all parts of 
the state had such missionary zeal. 
They may develop it.” 

Mr. de Grazia pointed out that 
there are 7,000,000 people in the 
Chicago area alone who can bene¬ 
fit from tourist attractions of 
Southern Illinois. 

Remember, he said, that the sea¬ 
sons are a month earlier—and la¬ 
ter—there as compared with Chi¬ 
cago. 

Work weeks are getting shorter. 
The three-day weekend is becom¬ 
ing increasingly common. North¬ 
ern Illinois families can pile into 
their cars on Friday morning, 
spend a delightful weekend in the 
southern part of the state, and re¬ 
turn, vastly refreshed.” 

FRANK A. KIRK, regional di¬ 
rector of the state Board of Eco¬ 
nomic Development, Herrin, is 
working with leaders in that area 
to develop this segment of their 
economic potential, as well as in¬ 
dustrial expansion. 

Mr. de Grazia also had words of 
praise for electric cooperative de¬ 
velopment activities in Northern 
Illinois. 

“Take that ski resort develop¬ 
ment, Chestnut Hills, in north¬ 
western Illinois,” he said. “I’ve 
been told that the Jo-Carroll Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative, with Everett R. 
Read as board president and 
Charles C. Youtzy as manager, 
loaned this project some $23,000 a 
year ago to help set the program 
off-center. 

“This must really have helped. 
I understand the project has been 
going great guns this past winter 
and has major plans for expansion. 

“This is an example of how ru¬ 
ral area leaders are working to¬ 
gether to raise the economic stand¬ 
ards of their areas. 

“We will not stand still. We are 
making progress. We, as a state, 
are moving ahead and all of our 
residents will benefit from the har¬ 
nessing of our energies, abilities 
and ideas.” 

Mr. de Grazia praised Illinois’ 
Governor Otto Kerner for his sup¬ 
port of the Board of Economic 
Development. “He gives tirelessly 
of his time, encouragement and 
knowledge,” the director said, “and 
this is having a marked effect on 
the improving economic picture in 
Illinois.” 

Some of the outstanding news¬ 
paper editors in the state are 
taking a close and critical look 
at efforts of commercial power 
interests to hamstring Illinois’ 
electric cooperatives. 

One such editor is Bob Wil¬ 
son, publisher of a group of 
grass roots newspapers serving 
several Central Illinois commu¬ 
nities. 

Writing in the Prairie Post 
recently, Mr. Wilson pointed 
out that the cooperatives’ pro¬ 
posed legislation, Senate Bill 
1084, is “designed to protect the 
investment of all power sup¬ 
pliers from encroachment of an¬ 
other supplier.” 

Mr. Wilson’s editorial follows: 

Fair play for all power suppliers 
and the lowest possible rates 

to the users of power are the ob¬ 
jects of the legislation recently in¬ 
troduced into the Illinois Senate 
by a bipartisan group of legisla¬ 
tors. 

Thomas H. Moore, general man¬ 
ager of the Association of Illinois 
Electric Cooperatives, said the bill 
would guarantee the continued ex¬ 
istence and service of the state’s 27 
electric distribution cooperatives 
which bring low-cost, dependable 
electricity to a half-million Illinois 
citizens. 

“THE VERY FUTURE of the 
cooperatives, owned by Illinois cit¬ 
izens, now is threatened by attacks 
of commercial electric utilities 
which seek to weaken them bit by 
bit until they are no longer able 
to serve all their members,” Moore 
said. 

Illinois farmers have become dis¬ 
turbed over the recent attacks on 
their cooperatives by a few giant 
utility companies which already 
control 95 per cent of the electric 
business in the state and appar¬ 
ently want it all. 

They have attempted to bring 
the cooperatives under regulation 
as “public utilities.” The coopera¬ 
tives are not by any stretch of the 
imagination public utilities. They 
are privately-owned and privately- 
controlled organizations serving 
only their own members who must 
also be cooperative consumers. 

THERE IS NO more justifica¬ 
tion for Illinois Commerce Com¬ 
mission regulation of the coopera¬ 

tives than there is for such regula¬ 
tion of municipally-owned light 
plants which sell three per cent of 
Illinois’ electric power while the 
co-ops supply two per cent. Both 
are under the direct control of 
their owners who are at the same 
time their customers. 

The new legislation is designed 
to protect the investment of all 
power suppliers from encroach¬ 
ment of another power supplier. 

“We have no desire,” say sup¬ 
porters of the Senate bill, “to un¬ 
fairly hamper operations of the 
commercial utilities, or to take 
away from them their 95 per cent 
of the power business in Illinois. 

“We simply feel we have a right 
to continue to serve our two per 
cent. Surely there is room for 
both!” 

Iowa Governor 
Lauds Co-ops 

Iowa’s governor Harold Hughes 
speaking recently in Des Moines to 
100 persons from co-ops in 18 
states, accorded cooperatives an 
important place under the free- 
enterprise tent. 

“I would like to think,” he said, 
“that our free-enterprise system is 
big enough to include many types 
of economic enterprise under the 
big sky of our freedom ... I be¬ 
lieve that cooperatives are an in¬ 
tegral part of the free private en¬ 
terprise system which has brought 
Iowa and her sister Midwestern 
States their present level of 
achievement.” 

Managers and member relations 
staff members attended the 3-day 
meeting, which was sponsored by 
the American Institute of Cooper¬ 
ation, Washington, D.C., and the 
Farmer Cooperative Service of the 
United States Department of Ag¬ 
riculture. The Iowa institute of 
cooperation was host. 

J. K. Stern, president of the 
AIC, said evidence brought out 
at the sessions shows that “the 
need is greater than ever for coop¬ 
eratives to work together.” 
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Weinberg 
gives answers 

to questions 
about co-ops 

Max L. Weinberg, attorney for 
Adams Electrical Co-opera¬ 

tive, Camp Point, stood before a 
recent meeting of professional en¬ 
gineers in Quincy and happily an¬ 
swered questions about electric 
cooperatives. 

Questions and answers flew thick 
and fast for two and one-half hours 
with Dean Searls, cooperative man¬ 
ager, occasionally standing in for 
the attorney. 

The engineers previously had 
listened to an address by a power 
company representative and now 
they wanted to hear the other side. 

MR. WEINBERG has had most 
extensive experience in the coop¬ 
erative field, both here and abroad. 
Among other things, he has been 
the attorney for Adams Electrical 
Co-operative since its inception 
May 11, 1938. 

He has delivered addresses and 
worked with government officials 
interested in cooperatives in Cen¬ 
tral and South America and last 
summer spent 35 days as a con¬ 
sultant to the Dominican Repub¬ 
lic, helping work out problems in 
connection with rural electrifica¬ 
tion cooperatives and cooperatives 
in other fields. 

Adams Electrical and the 26 oth¬ 
er electrical cooperatives in Illinois 
have rendered immeasurable serv¬ 
ice to their areas, and that service 
is far from finished, Mr. Weinberg 
told the Quincy area engineers. 

He pointed out that the cooper¬ 
atives in this state alone have 
opened a market for millions of 
dollars in electrical goods, thus 
helping mechants in Quincy and 
every other community. 

Cooperatives thus have helped 
increase the production standards 
of Illinois farmers and others and 
this in turn has raised living 
cf Q T! fl SI T/i C 

BUT MR. WEINBERG did not 
wish to dwell on past achievements. 
The present and the future are of 
even more importance. 

Why is it important to coopera¬ 
tive members—and other Illinois 
residents—that the electric coop¬ 

Max L. Weinberg (second from right), who addressed professional engineers at 
a recent dinner meeting in Quincy. From left are William Klingner, retiring 
president of the engineering group; Dean Searls, manager of Adams Electrical Co¬ 
operative; Mr. Weinberg and R. S. Rush, newly named president of the engineers. 

eratives continue their area service 
without needless restrictions? And 
why is it important that they be 
permitted to continue borrowing 
Rural Electrification Administra¬ 
tion funds at low interest rates? 

“Remember,” he said, “the com¬ 
mercial utilities had first call on 
all the territory served today by 
the cooperatives. And they could 
have borrowed money from the 
government under the same terms 
cooperatives borrow. They still 
can. 

“But they didn’t want to serve 
wide rural areas. They don’t today. 
They only want to serve the most 
thickly settled areas, the ‘cream’, 
leaving the ‘skimmed milk’ areas 
to shift for themselves. 

“Why don’t commercial utilities 
borrow from the government if 
they can get the money at 2 per 
cent as do cooperatives?” an engi¬ 
neer inquired. 

“They’d have to agree to serve 
everyone within their territory re¬ 
gardless of whether an individual 
applicant might be profitable to 
the utility,” Mr. Weinberg said. 
“They simply don’t want to do 
this.” 

MR. SEARLS pointed out that 
24 commercial utilities have bor¬ 
rowed REA funds as have electric 
cooperatives, but only four are ac¬ 
tive borrowers today. 

Are electric cooperatives govern¬ 
ment-owned? No, said Mr. Wein¬ 
berg, they’re owned by their own 
members. They are not public 
utilities either, because they do not 
serve the general public. They 
serve only their own members. 

But why shouldn’t they be un¬ 

der control of the Illinois Com¬ 
merce Commission, which controls 
public utilities? 

There’s no justification for such 
control of electric cooperatives, 
Mr. Weinberg said. Cooperative 
members effectively control their 
own organizations. 

“Of course there’s need for ICC 
control of public utilities,” the at¬ 
torney continued, “since their cus¬ 
tomers have no other protection. 

“But if members of an electric 
cooperative don’t like what their 
directors are doing they can, and 
would, quickly vote them out of 
office. Members have effective con¬ 
trol of their own affairs, and it 
should stay this way.” 

Mr. Weinberg questioned effec¬ 
tiveness of the control some com¬ 
merce commissions exercise over 
some public utilities. 

HE POINTED out that com¬ 
mercial utilities are guaranteed a 
fixed rate of return on their in¬ 
vestment and that their charges 
are approved by commissions so 
that this return can be achieved. 

But in some instances, he con¬ 
tinued, the rate of return has been 
considerably above the guaranteed 
rate. Thus, he said, commercial 
utility rates in some instances ac¬ 
tually should be lower than they 
are—and that is one reason for 
the current attacks on electric co¬ 
operatives by commercial utilities. 

“Cost of electricity to coopera¬ 
tives member-owners throughout 
Illinois is quite close to charges by 
commercial utilities and in some 
classifications is lower,” Mr. Wein¬ 
berg said. 

(Continued on Page 30) 
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Sen. Robert A. Welch Sen. Dwight P. Friedrich Sen. Edward C. Eberspacher 

Senators Sponsor 'Fair Play' Bill 
Some of the most capable Illinois 

legislators, both Republicans 
and Democrats, during this General 
Assembly have worked long and 
hard in the best interests of the half¬ 
million persons served by Illinois’ 27 
electric cooperatives. 

It would be impossible to give 
adequate credit to all of them at 
this time and in this space, but mem¬ 
bers and leaders in each of the co¬ 
operatives are getting well acquaint¬ 
ed with them and in the years ahead 
will remember their services. 

Three key men are the senators 
who sponsored and co-sponsored 
Senate Bill 1084, the “Fair Play” 
legislation designed to protect co¬ 
operatives and other power suppliers 
from territorial raids. 

SPONSOR of this vitally impor¬ 
tant legislation is a hard working 
realist, Senator Dwight P. Friedrich, 
Republican, of Centralia, a leader in 
his own 42nd district, a respected 
leader in the Senate, and a man 
about whom Illinois residents will 
hear much more in the future. 

Senator Friedrich is no extremist. 
And when he sponsors a bill he 
believes it certainly should become 
law. His record of success is high 
and he expects to keep it that way. 

Of Senate Bill 1084 he has said: 
“Electric cooperatives have 

brought electricity to thousands of 
Illinois residents in rural areas who 
previously had no service. Construc¬ 

tion of this rural service represents 
a tremendous investment because 
the consumers are scattered over a 
large area. 

“Senate Bill 1084 is designed to 
protect the territorial rights of these 
cooperatives who do not presently 
have this protection. 

“When this bill becomes law and 
the territories are stabilized, service 
can be improved without increased 
costs to the people who have organ¬ 
ized to provide electric services for 
themselves. 

“The legislation is not designed to 
interfere with the operation of pub¬ 
lic utilities.” 

At a recent Senate Public Utilities 
Committee hearing on the “Fair 
Play” legislation Senator Friedrich 
introduced each cooperative witness 
and kept testimony moving as swiftly 
and efficiently as possible. 

At its conclusion he told his fel¬ 
low senators that in his own area 
and elsewhere, electric cooperatives 
have upgraded the area economy. 
Every resident, town and country 
alike, benefitted. 

Now, he continued, methods of 
protecting territory served by various 
suppliers, both cooperative and com¬ 
mercial utility, need to be spelled 
out. This measure, he said, will do 
that in a manner fair to all. 

A CO-SPONSOR of House Bill 
1084 is Senator Edward C. Eber¬ 
spacher, a Democrat from Shelby- 

ville. Since 1937 he has engaged in 
the practice of law (except for four 
and one-half years of naval service 
during World War II) and he is re¬ 
garded as one of the fairest and 
most able men in the Senate. Both 
Republicans and Democrats share 
this view. 

He has said of the cooperatives’ 
legislation: 

“In view of the fact that electric 
cooperatives provide only 3 per cent 
of the power in Illinois it certainly 
is true that there is room for both 
public utilities and electric coop¬ 
eratives. 

“This measure is an indication of 
the good intentions of cooperatives 
to be fair in their operations. The 
measure is, indeed, “Fair Play” leg¬ 
islation designed to protect the 
rights of both public utilities and 
the cooperatives. 

“I don’t feel that government reg¬ 
ulation of cooperatives other than 
that already provided through the 
the Rural Electrification Adminis¬ 
tration is necessary.” 

The other “Fair Play” co-spon¬ 
sor is Senator Robert A. Welch, 
Canton Democrat who, like Senators 
Friedrich and Eberspacher, ranks 
high in stature among Illinois law¬ 
makers. He’s a quiet and thoughtful 
man and when he speaks, his fellow 
senators have learned he has some¬ 
thing of value to say. 

(Continued on Page 30) 
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Food security 
is yours 

with every 
FRIGIDAIRE 

freezer 

FRIGIDAIRE 
FACTORY-TRAINED SERVICEMEN EVERYWHERE 

A smokehouse hung with meat and game. In 
the root cellar, barrels of apples, bins of pota¬ 
toes, shelves lined with preserves put up in 
season. In the days of our ancestors, that was 
a wonderful feeling. That was “food security’.’ 

Today, a Frigidaire freezer is your smoke¬ 
house, springhouse and pantry all in one. 
When you have one, the harvest is always in, 
the meats plentiful, the larder full. Today, 
when you have a Frigidaire food freezer, you 
have true “food security”-because Frigidaire 
freezers have the famous Meter-Miser. 

Every Frigidaire Freezer has 
the Meter-Miser, the reliable 

source of constant cold 

The Meter-Miser is a miracle 
of design-one of the simplest 
refrigeration mechanisms 
ever built. Only 3 moving 
parts-yet really efficient, re¬ 

ally economical. It gives you the steady zero- 
zone cold that protects the quality and flavor 
of frozen foods. It gives you "food security” 
for the meats, the vegetables, all the good 
things you store in your Frigidaire freezer. 
Frigidaire regards the Meter-Miser as so im¬ 
portant, it is completely sealed in steel and 
oiled for life. 

Frigidaire quality costs no more 

Large, small, chest,or upright, every Frigidaire 
freezer has the Meter-Miser, the reliable 
source of constant zero-zone cold-plus rugged 
steel construction, finest cold-holding insula¬ 
tion. Now, when all this Frigidaire quality 
and dependability costs no more, wouldn’t 
you say a Frigidaire food freezer is the only 
sensible one to buy? The great name in refrig¬ 
eration at no extra cost. Frigidaire freezers. 
Products of General Motors. 

UJfc'PI-17-€3/Fashion-fresh 1963 styling! Frost-Proof sys¬ 
tem means no defrosting ever! Space galore! 590 lbs.worth! 
Sliding basket-drawer puts items at your fingertips. 

CFB-20/Mammoth of the Chests! Stores 684 lbs.! Coun- 
ter-balanced lid for easy lifting. Two slide-aside storage 
baskets. Quick-freeze shelf (all chest freezer models). 

UFD-10-63/Thrifty and 336 lbs. big! Shelves galore—3 
of them refrigerated for fast freezing; 4 door shelves, all 
extra roomy. Plus magnetic door seals (all models). ■ Also 
available: Compact model UFD-12 63 (404 lbs.). 

XIFD-14-63/Plenty of room to shop around in this pop¬ 
ular 481-lb. freezer! Three shelves refrigerated for fast, 
fast freezing. And the extra-deep door shelves have remov¬ 
able fronts for easy cleaning (all models). Built-in lock. 

UFPD-12-63/Thriftiest Frost-Proof freezer! Nodefrost¬ 
ing. 412 lbs. Bulky-bin bottom shelf for large packages. AH 
shelves are full-width, full-depth, fully usable (all models). 

UFD-21F/Mammoth Upright! Big 718 lb. capacity! 
Twin sliding basket-drawers lift out for easy cleaning. All 
5 full-width, full-depth shelves have square corners. Means 
more space! Adjustable Cold Control (all models). 

CFB-14/Feature-filled Chest! Ideal where floor space is 
no problem. A budget-buy; holds 473 lbs. ■ For greater 
capacity with same exterior dimensions: CFF-17 (577 lbs.). 



Cooperatives 
Facing 

Challenging 
Future 

Ora M. Snider, left, and Charles W. Witt see even greater service opportunities 
ahead for electric cooperations. 

M. J. M. Electric Cooperative 
has accomplished great things 

since it was organized April 5, 
1939, but a tremendous challenge 
lies ahead. The cooperative faces 
major responsibilities of service 
and leadership in a constantly im¬ 
proving area.”—Charles W. Witt. * 

‘‘Southern Illinois Power Coop¬ 
erative stands on the threshold of 
a great age during which it will 
play a vital role in the continuing 
development of a large section of 
Southern Illinois. Its success in 
meeting its challenge will mean a 
better way of life for every man, 
woman and child in the area.”— 
Ora M. Snider. 

In this spirit two electric coop¬ 
erative leaders have assumed new 
and promising positions of trust in 
the Illinois electric cooperative 
program. 

Mr. Witt, for nearly 18 years 
an M.J.M. lineman, on May 23 
became manager of M.J.M. with 
headquarters in Carlinville. He 
succeeds Mr. Snider, who on May 
27, assumed new duties as director 
of public relations for Southern 
Illinois Power Cooperative at 
Marion. 

“THE JOB AT M.J.M. is far 
from finished,” Mr. Witt said in 
a recent interview. “The oppor¬ 
tunity—and the need—for expand¬ 
ing service is great. The coopera¬ 
tive is sure to grow tremendously 
as the electric needs of its more 
than 5,250 member-owners expand. 

“This is a diversified coopera¬ 
tive. It is close to the heavily popu¬ 
lated metropolitan St. Louis area 
and there will be an influx of peo¬ 
ple from that area. There will be 
increasing work opportunities and 
increasing demands for top flight 
recreational facilities. 

“M.J.M. through its able board 
of directors, its fine staff and its 
progressive, vigorous membership 
will meet that challenge. It will 
play an important role in the de¬ 
velopment of this prosperous, ex¬ 
panding area.” 

At Marion, Mr. Snider said 
Southern Illinois Power Coopera¬ 

tive already is starting its contri¬ 
butions to the improved recreation¬ 
al attractions of that area. 

“Fishing and boating on the 
2,300-acre Lake of Egypt, which is 
part of the 99,000-kilowatt generat¬ 
ing system built by the cooperative 
south of Marion, started June 1,” 
he said. 

“There were perhaps 100 fisher¬ 
men the first day. The lake has 
been stocked with more than a 
half-million fish. Numerous bass 
up to 41/2 pounds were caught the 
first day, along with good croppie, 
bluegill and catfish.” 

There’s no charge for fishing on 
the beautiful Lake of Egypt, Mr. 
Snider said, but there is a charge 
of 118 a year for permission to use 
a boat on the lake. The charge is 
one dollar for one day and five 
dollars for two weeks. 

The money goes for a security 
patrol and other conveniences for 
fishermen. 

In addition to fishing, other 
recreational facilities will be de¬ 
veloped gradually until the lake 
area becomes one of the outstand¬ 
ing visitor attractions in the entire 
area, Mr. Snider said. 

BUT SOUTHERN Illinois Pow¬ 
er Cooperative will do more than 
attract visitors bent on relaxation 
and fun. 

Its modern, highly efficient gen¬ 
erating plant will provide low-cost 
electricity to the 25,000 member- 
owners of three of Illinois’ 27 dis¬ 
tribution cooperatives: 

Egyptian Electric Cooperative 
Association of Steeleville; South¬ 
eastern Illinois Electric Coopera¬ 
tive, Inc., of Eldorado, and South¬ 
ern Illinois Electric Cooperative 
of Dongola. 

Early this month the virtually 
completed plant was being tested 

preparatory to start of production. 
Men like Ray S. Holt, president 

of Southern Illinois Power’s board 
of directors, and Thomas Cleven¬ 
ger, its manager, say this is good 
news for the entire lower part of 
Southern Illinois. 

Members of the three distribu¬ 
tion cooperatives no longer will 
depend on outside suppliers for 
their wholesale power. Instead 
their own ultra modern plant will 
supply their needs. And their own 
cooperatives are interested first, 
last and always in their membe s. 

Service to their members—not 
profits—is their goal. 

“We won’t have to worry about 
danger our own power supplier 
will increase our assessments just 
to make more money—and just 
because it can get by with it,” one 
cooperative member said happily. 
"Our future will be safer and more 
secure.” 

MR. HOLT and cooperative 
managers such as Roger C. Lentz 
of Eldorado and R. T. Reeves of 
Dongola long have maintained 
that strong electric cooperatives 
provide priceless benefits not only 
to cooperative members but also 
to residents of towns and cities ad¬ 
jacent to areas served by the co¬ 
operatives. 

The cooperatives, these men 
point out, set an example, estab¬ 
lish a “yardstick,” through which 
town and city residents can meas¬ 
ure fairness of rates charged by 
commercial utilities. This tends to 
keep commercial rates in line. And 
this trend will become more pro¬ 
nounced as Southern Illinois Pow¬ 
er Cooperative flourishes and de¬ 
velops into a strong servant of its 
members. 

(Continued on Page 31) 
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Menard Electric News 
I 

MENARD ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE 
Petersburg, Illinois Phone 632-2239 

“News about Electrified Farms in the Heart of the Lincoln Country” 

Win Free Trip To 
Washington. D.G 

LILLIAN FRAZEE 

T illian May Frazee, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Thomas Frazee, Delavan; 

Virginia Ward, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. A. Lee Ward, Ashland, and Du¬ 
ane E. Maaks, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Marion E. Maaks, New Holland, were 
judged to be the winners of the essay 
contest conducted by Menard Electric 
Cooperative. 

As winners in the essay contest they 
will receive an all-expense paid tour 
to Washington, D.C. this month. 

Lillian, Virginia, and Duane will 
join 33 other boys and girls sponsored 
by other rural electric cooperatives in 
Illinois for the tour. The group will 
leave from Springfield, June 8, for 
Washington where they will spend 
five days and return to Springfield on 
June 16. 

While in Washington, they will vis¬ 
it many of the governmental offices, 
national shrines, and other historical 
points of interest. Also the group will 
have breakfast with the Congressmen 
from Illinois. 

The essay contest conducted by 
Menard Electric Cooperative was for 
all high school juniors in the area 
served by the cooperative. 

The students were asked to write a 
1000 word essay on “Menard Electric 
Cooperative—It’s Contribution to this 
Area.” A contest similar to this was 

VIRGINIA WARD 

mNm mm 4 

DUANE MAAKS 

conducted by other rural electric co¬ 
operatives in Illinois that are sponsor¬ 
ing students on this trip. 

After their return from Washing¬ 
ton, these students will be available 
to present programs to civic organiza¬ 
tions, business clubs, and etc. If you 
need a program, why not call on one 
of these students to tell about their 
trip. 

Air Condition 
Your Way To 
Summer Comfort 
A short time ago many people would 

have dismissed as fantasy the idea 
that humans one day would have push¬ 
button control of the weather. But to¬ 
day, that is just what we have—finger¬ 
tip weather control all summer long 
—with modern room air conditioners. 

Cooling the air, though important, 
is not the sole contribution to comfort 
of a modern room air conditioner. 
There are several important by-prod¬ 
ucts. Since in the course of cooling 
the room, an air conditioner condenses 
moisture vapor into water and then 
drains the water off, it does away with 
damp discomfort and the annoyance 
of clinging clothes, and the oppressive 
sensation of “closeness” that attends 
highly humid air. 

Modern cooling units cleanse the 
air in a room. Room air passes through 
filters that remove dust, dirt, soot, 
smoke, pollen and lint. That in itself 
is a comfort to persons suffering from 
allergies. Clean air also means that 
floors, curtains and draperies stay 
fresh longer resulting in less house¬ 
work. 

It’s easier to pick the unit best for 
you since manufacturers are describ¬ 
ing cooling capacities in terms of their 
heat removal ability. The BTU is now 
replacing confusing horsepower and 
ton designations. 

This system simplifies the problem 
of determining what capacity unit is 
best for individual needs. All the 
homeowner needs do is supply the 
dealer with basic information such as 
the size of the room, use of the room, 
number of windows and their expo¬ 
sures. The dealer then can determine 
accurately the amount of capacity re¬ 
quired and the size model needed. 



$15.00 CASH BONUS 
IF YOU PURCHASE AND INSTALL AN AIR CONDITIONER BE¬ 

TWEEN JUNE 1, 1963, AND AUGUST 31, 1963. SEE COMPLETE 

RULES FOR QUALIFICATION BELOW— 

HERE’S HOW YOU CAN QUALIFY . . . 
1. Purchase an air conditioner (See Rule 2 for minimum size) some¬ 

time between June 1, 1963 and August 31, 1963. Replacement 
purchases DO NOT qualify. 

2. The Air conditioner must have a certified NEMA Rating of 8,000 
BTU/hr. cooling capacity or over. 

3. Install it on Menard Electric Cooperative lines. It must be installed 
no later than September 10, 1963 to be eligible. 

4. Bring or send sales slip and coupon below to the cooperative 
office no later than September 10, 1963. Sales slip should con¬ 
tain seller's name, address, date of sale, and make, model and size 
of air conditioner purchased. 

5. The installation will be inspected by a representative of the cooper¬ 
ative. Upon certification by him, payment will be forwarded to the 
eligible member. 

A\ 
1 I 1 

© NRECA 

THIS OFFER IS LIMITED TO MEMBERS OF MENARD 
ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, PETERSBURG, ILLINOIS 

CLIP AND MAIL WITH SALES SLIP 

AIR CONDITIONER BONUS 
MENARD ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE 
BOX 179 
PETERSBURG, ILLINOIS Date. 

(Member's Name) 

stated on the sales slip and have installed it on Menard Electric Co-op lines. 

.1 certify that I have purchased the air conditioner as 

(Member's Signature) 

(Address and Account No.) 

I certify that I have inspected the above installation and the above member is entitled to the air conditioner 
BONUS. 

Date (Co-op Representative's Signature) 



From the St. Louis Post-Dispatch 

let's Get Rid Of REA 
Advocates Find Political 
Spokesman in Goldwater 

Illinois electric cooperative 
members are not the only ones 
who have noted the increasing 
attacks led against their coop¬ 
eratives by the commercial 
utilities. 

Illinois Rural Electric News 
has predicted that these attacks 
will be intensified and that as 
their vehemence mounts, so 
will the concern — and the 
unity — of cooperative mem¬ 
bers. 

Countless Illinois coopera¬ 
tive members have watched 
with increasing concern and 
regret as these attacks have 
multiplied, and with waning 
hope that cooperatives may 
soon be left in peace. 

Increasingly they have be¬ 
come aware that cooperatives 
face relentless opposition 
which, if successful, will either 
destroy them or render them 
helpless to serve their mem¬ 
bers effectively. 

Other publications are rec¬ 
ognizing this danger. One is 
the St. Louis Post-Dispatch. 

A lead article in the June 
2, 1963, Sunday Editorial Sec¬ 
tion by Thomas W. Ottenad, 
veteran Washington corre¬ 
spondent of the newspaper, 
pinpoints the attacks — and 
what REA Administrator Nor¬ 
man M. Clapp is doing about 
them. 

The complete article is pub¬ 
lished here with permission of 
Arthur R. Bertelson, Post-Dis¬ 
patch managing editor.—John 
F. Temple. 

By Thomas W. Ottenad 
A Washington Correspondent 

of the Post-Dispatch 

/^\ne of the most intensive attacks 
ever waged against government 

aid in electrifying rural America 
has pitted a tall, quiet-spoken form¬ 
er country newspaper publisher 
against some of the nation’s best 
known politicians and most power¬ 
ful business groups. 

Leaders in an assault on the fed¬ 
erally financed rural electrification 
program include the Republican 
party’s “Mr. Conservative,” Senator 
Barry Goldwater, as well as private 
power companies, the United States 
Chamber of Commerce and the 
American Farm Bureau Federation. 

In an undeclared alliance that is 
becoming increasingly important in 
a number of fields, they are getting 
strong help from right-wing extrem¬ 
ists. 

THIS COMBINE has run into 
a determined opponent in Norman 
M. Clapp, administrator of the Ru¬ 
ral Electrification Administration, a 
former newspaper publisher. 

Clapp, a husky six-footer, is an 
old-fashioned liberal who is ready 
to battle for the things in which he 
believes. 

The struggle is an important one 
with consequences that reach far be¬ 
yond the narrow boundaries of pow¬ 
er policy. It already has become a 
political issue that may play a sig¬ 
nificant part in next year’s political 
campaigns. 

It also may affect the pace of de¬ 
velopment in rural areas. And it 
could in the long run have conse¬ 
quences affecting electric rates paid 
by city dwellers. 

The political aspects of the situ¬ 
ation are fascinating but difficult to 
analyze. In Goldwater’s case the 
REA program is strongest in the 
conservative areas where he himself 

has his greatest appeal—the South, 
rural Midwestern areas and the 
Mountain states. 

Whether his attacks on the pro¬ 
gram will cost him support in these 
sections remains to be seen. 

On the other hand, it is in some 
of these same districts, particularly 
the Mountain states, that the John 
Birchers and other extreme conserv¬ 
atives have been concentrating their 
efforts and achieving some of their 
most important gains. 

The rise of the neo-reactionaries 
could well mean a new antagonism 
to the REA program in the very 
areas where it has been strongest and 
where it has been most valuable. 

Some observers believe the recent 
wheat referendum, in which farmers 
rejected the Kennedy Administra¬ 
tion’s plan for strict production con¬ 
trols, may indicate that the ultra¬ 
conservative appeal to cut back fed¬ 
eral activities is making headway in 
rural America. 

LAST YEAR a battle over REA 
was an important factor in the elec¬ 
tion of Senator George McGovefn 
(D.-S. Dak.), a strong supporter of 
rural electrification. 

Some political observers expect 
that the issue will be an important 
one in the 1964 elections in a num¬ 
ber of Midwestern states. They find 
it difficult, however, to predict its 
consequences. 

The current attack on the rural 
electrification program centers on 
two main points—an assertion by 
opponents that REA has finished its 
job and should be dissolved, and ef¬ 
forts to halt increasing use of fed¬ 
eral funds to construct generation 
and transmission plants in addition 
to electric distribution systems. 

Goldwater, who has a fondness 
for simple solutions to complex 
problems, is the leading advocate of 
the “let’s get rid of REA” approach. 

Looking at the fact that 98 per 
cent of American farms now have 
electric service, slightly more than 
half of them served by REA coop¬ 
eratives, Goldwater comes to the 
conclusion he advocated in South 
Dakota last August: 

“REA in most states has outlined 
its usefulness.” Or, as he said in Den¬ 
ver early last month, “The REA 
should either be dissolved or revised 
so that it pays its own way.” 

CLAPP and others, however, 
point out that the choice is not 
as simple as Goldwater would make 
it appear. 

Co-ops that borrow money from 
REA at 2 per cent interest have 
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Norman M. Clapp 

continuing needs, they say. As de¬ 
mands for electricity increase, they 
must expand, improve and replace 
their equipment. 

Furthermore, while nearly all 
farms now are electrified, rural 
America is no longer only agricul¬ 
tural; it has industries and commu¬ 
ters’ residents that require expand¬ 
ing amounts of electricity. And un¬ 
der federal law the REA program is 
intended to serve rural areas, not 
just farms. 

Despite continued growth of ru¬ 
ral areas, the density of population 
served by REA co-ops remains only 
about one-tenth that enjoyed by 
commercial utility concerns. 

Experience has shown that pri¬ 
vate utilities are ready and eager to 
take over the profitable areas served 
by REA co-ops, but usually have 
little interest in their less attractive 
territories. 

Clapp has little regard for the ar¬ 
guments advanced by critics who 
would like to see the REA program 
abandoned entirely or cut back 
severely. 

“The only way we can get rid of 
the need for REA,” he told the 
Post-Dispatch, “is to increase the 
strength of the co-ops that are serv¬ 
ing rural areas. 

“This means they need to have 
the territory they serve protected 
against raids by private power com¬ 
panies. They need an assured sup¬ 
ply of power at cheap rates. And 
they need the opportunity to serfe 
customers using large amounts of 
power so that they can become self- 
sustaining systems without the need 

for continued, low-interest govern¬ 
ment loans. 

“The private power companies, 
through their efforts to raid co-op 
territory, to take away customers 
that have become profitable but 
which they wouldn’t serve previous¬ 
ly, actually are prolonging the need 
for government assistance to the co¬ 
ops.” 

He said that few co-ops have yet 
reached a position of maturity and 
financial stability enabling them to 
operate without the benefit of low- 
interest federal loans. 

THE BATTLE over REA is part 
of a broader controversy over power 
policy that has been increasing in 
tempo, intensity and shrillness in re¬ 
cent years. 

Recent advertisements placed in 
national magazines by “investor- 
owned electric light and power com¬ 
panies” have warned against any in¬ 
crease in federal influence. 

One used a picture of Communist 
guards turning back an elderly 
couple at the Berlin wall to imply 
that federal power policies, as part 
of a broad and dire scheme for gov¬ 
ernment control over business, 
threaten somehow to steal away in¬ 
dividual liberties. 

Clapp feels that the fight over 
REA is likely to become even more 
bitter and to become, a sharp polit¬ 
ical issue in next year’s presidential 
campaign. 

But he’s not the kind to let hfs 
opponents dictate his course. A na¬ 
tive of Wisconsin, he has a streak of 
the fighting liberalism that state 
sometimes produces. 

Public service is a family tradi¬ 
tion. He was once administrative 
assistant to the late United States 
Senator Robert M. LaFollette Jr. of 
Wisconsin. His brother, the late 
Gordon Clapp, was general man¬ 
ager and chairman of the board of 
the Tennessee Valley Authority. 

Norman Clapp was graduated 
from Lawrence College at Apple- 
ton, Wis., where he was elected to 
Phi Beta Kappa. In 1944 he pur¬ 
chased the Grant County Independ¬ 
ent, a weekly newspaper in the small 
town of Lancaster, Wis., and served 
as editor and publisher until 1958. 
He ran unsuccessfully for Congress 
in 1956, 1958 and 1960. 

Prior to his appointment by Pres¬ 
ident Kennedy to head REA in 
March, 1961, he served two years as 
executive director of the Democratic 
party for western Wisconsin. He is 
48 years old. 

A calm, relaxed manner belies a 

New Equipment 
To Be Shown 
At Peoria Show 
jVTumerous Illinois electric cooper- 

^ ative members will attend the 
fourth annual Farm Materials Han¬ 
dling Days, June 26-27, at Exposi¬ 
tion Gardens, Peoria. 

Several weeks before the event 
more than 90 manufacturers had 
reserved exhibition space and 
Charles Cox, general chairman, said 
1963 attendance probably will break 
all records. 

The Farm Materials Handling 
Days exhibition is sponsored by Cen¬ 
tral Illinois Light Company, Illinois 
Valley Farmer, WMBD Radio and 
Illinois Retail Farm Equipment 
Association in cooperation with the 
University of Illinois Agricultural 
Extension Service. 

Mr. Cox said emphasis will be on 
labor saving and profit making 
equipment for the farm and feedlot. 
“Because of demand by today’s 
farmers,” he added, “more equip¬ 
ment is being manufactured for 
farm materials handling than ever 
before.” 

“At the Peoria exhibition farmers 
will have a chance to see much of 
this equipment in operation. They 
can discusss its use with representa¬ 
tives of the manufacturers and how 
it can be fitted to the particular 
needs of individual farmers.” 

Mr. Cox said some manufacturers 
have announced plans to unveil new 
equipment at this show. One ex¬ 
ample is a new auger feeder for 
dairy and beef cattle, recently 
patented by a Central Illinois con¬ 
cern. 

The Tazewell and Peoria Coun¬ 
ties Swine Herd Improvement As¬ 
sociation will serve barbecue pork 
luncheons on each day of the exhibi¬ 
tion. More than 57,000 personal in¬ 
vitations have been sent out through 
offices of farm advisers in numerous 
counties. 

nature that is determined and pur¬ 
poseful. Although the Kennedy Ad¬ 
ministration has disappointed many 
public power advocates, Clapp has 
won high praise from co-op leaders 
and others. 

A veteran official of REA said 
admiringly, “He’s moving fast and 
getting things done.” 
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Corn Belt Electric s 

President Simpson 

Cites Danger To 

Cooperative 
Frank L. Simpson, right, president of Corn Belt Electric 
with, from left, Raymond E. Otto, his son-in-law and farm¬ 
ing partner, and Joe Crosno, cooperative’s power use ad¬ 
viser. 

“Tt is hard for our members to realize that they are 
J- in danger of losing their electric cooperative,” 

Frank L. Simpson, Farmer City, r.r.2, said in a re¬ 
cent interview. 

“This will most certainly happen if the commercial 
power companies have their way,” he asserted. 

Mr. Simpson, president of Corn Belt Electric Co¬ 
operative, Bloomington said that “some of the mem¬ 
bers are really angry and are writing letters to legis¬ 
lators about the matter.” These members are deter¬ 
mined to stop the “take-over” tactics being used by 
commercial utility companies. 

“We certainly don't need Illinois Commerce Com¬ 
mission jurisdiction like the commercial companies 
are recommending,” Mr. Simpson declared. 

He pointed out that the Commission controls com¬ 
mercial utility rates in order to protect the public. 

“As non-profit cooperatives, we member-owners 
control our own costs,” Mr. Simpson explained. “We 
have kept them low. Maybe that’s what’s bothering 
the commercial companies.” 

COMMERCIAL utilities in Illinois operate on 
rates which give them a guaranteed return or profit 
in their businesses, Mr. Simpson pointed out. “All 
expenses of operation and profit are simply included 
in the rates which their customers pay,” he said. 

“Today some of their large profits are being used 
by the commercial utility companies for expensive 
ads aimed at electric cooperatives, calling them gov¬ 
ernment subsidized and accusing them of unfair com¬ 
petition. 

“The fact is that the commercial utility compan¬ 
ies simply cannot stand the comparison of operations, 
and so want us out of the picture so that they can 
make even bigger profits. 

“The electric business in Illinois is a big business. 
Getting plenty of electricity with dependable service 
at the lowest possible price to all who want it, must 
be done. This is the job of commercial utility com¬ 
panies, municipal systems and electric cooperatives. 

“We as electric cooperatives are restricted in our 
bylaws from really becoming large competitors of the 

commercial power companies. All we want is to be 
left alone to operate in a fair, non-profit manner 
to continue bringing our member-owners an abun¬ 
dant supply of electricity at a reasonable cost. 

MR. SIMPSON and his son-in-law, Raymond E. 
Otto, showed the REN reporter and Joe Crosno, Corn 
Belt Electric’s power use adviser, around the livestock 
feeding area. 

On the 840-acre farm, which they operate in part¬ 
nership, the men produce all the corn, alfalfa and 
oats used for feeding. 

Farrowing every six to eight weeks, they ship 700 
to 800 hogs a year to Chicago, plus about 160 head of 
cattle. 

The importance of electric motors is highlighted 
by the feedhandling and storage system which re¬ 
quires several motors. A grain-dryer with an average 
capacity of 230 bushels per hour is another major 
equipment item. 

For his residence Mr. Simpson remodeled an old 
two-story, six-room house. Included was adequate all 
around insulation for the electric heat cable installed 
in the room ceilings. “We are very satisfied with the 
cost of electric heat,” Mr. Simpson said. 

He pointed out that the three-phase service on 
their farm is a necessity because of the large load 
carried with grain drying and feed handling. 

“We paid a deposit on construction of the three- 
phase service, but we get it back as a percentage of 
each monthly bill,” Mr. Simp§on explained. 

And so the story goes with these satisfied member- 
owners who make good use of many types of electric 
equipment. 

Naturally they want to protect their business in¬ 
vestment along with their electric cooperative 
business. 

Mr. Simpson makes it clear that as a member and 
as head of Corn Belt Electric Cooperative, he will 
meet the challenge head-on and without giving 
quarter. 
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Strip Mined 

Land 

Reclaimed 

For Cattle 

Feeding 
BY JOSEPH GAFFIGAN 

Willis D. Gale, Jr., left, with L. C. Groat, manager of Spoon River Electric Co¬ 
operative, at electronic control panel for automated cattle-feeding operation 
near Canton. 

illis D. Gale, Jr., of Cuba, r.r. 
2, has made a success of a 

cattleHfeeding operation located 
on spoil-bank land reclaimed from 
strip-mining areas. 

Mr. Gale selected the land be¬ 
cause it was still good “even after 
being piled up and shoved 
around.” All it needed was “re¬ 
arranging and fertilizing,” he 
reasoned. 

He started his cattle-feeding in¬ 
stallation about 12 years ago on 
the land—now about 2,800 acres— 
four miles west of Canton. 

“Of first importance was the 
problem of leveling and preparing 
the land for growth of feed and 
grazing,” he said. 

GROWING CORN and alfalfa 
required reasonably level land with 
new top soil to take the place of 
soil lost in mining. And a way had 
to be found to restore all-important 
nitrogen to the soil. 

With the use of heavy equip¬ 
ment, movement and leveling of 
earth was begun. 

A reclamation program of plant¬ 
ing alfalfa and letting it stand 
about five years was started. This 
deep-rooted plant re-nourished the 
soil in growing and being plowed 
under. Since then crop rotation of 
two years using corn and alfalfa 
has given the 800 head cattle-feed¬ 
er operation a self-sustaining sup¬ 
ply of feed. 

“The thousands of lakes result¬ 
ing from the strip-mining automa¬ 
tically solved our water problem,” 
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Mr. Gale said. “Clear, fresh water 
is always present in abundance.” 

At present, the 1,400 acres of till¬ 
able land is planted in about 600 
acres of hay, 450 of corn and 350 
acres of grass. 

FEEDING of the cattle at the 
feed-bunkers, is done by one man 
with an automated system from 
storage through augers and mixing 
to distribution to the cattle. 

“That’s why the Spoon River 
Electric Cooperative is important 
to us,” Mr. Gale said. “They gave 
us help we needed in laying out 
our system so that it is properly 
engineered.” From the start of the 
present operation 12 years ago, 
“the electric cooperative has been 
on the job whenever we needed 
them,” Mr. Gale said. 

“It’s just our job,” L. C. Groat, 
manager of the cooperative re¬ 
sponded. “Mr. Gale is typical of 
our member-owners who are pleas¬ 
ant to work with. Our only reason 
for existence as an electric coopera¬ 
tive is to do the very best job we 
can for the members.” 

In the control panel room of the 
massive four silo feeding system, 
Mr. Gale demonstrated the use of 
switches and buttons which acti¬ 
vate feed flow. The system’s augers 
can be electronically reversed to 
channel corn, protein supplement 
and silage in any direction needed 
to reach the five feed bunkers. A 
series of lights on the panel indi¬ 
cate to the operator at a glance, 
that he has feed going just where 
he wants it to go at any time. 

The four 24 by 60 foot silos 

each has a capacity of 800 tons of 
silage or 21,000 bushels of corn. 
Three are used for alfalfa and one 
for corn. 

MR. GALE buys most of his 
Hereford feeder calves from Mon¬ 
tana in the fall. Coming to the 
farm at about 400 pounds, the 
calves are fed a daily ration of two 
pounds of corn, one pound of pro¬ 
tein supplement and all the alfalfa 
silage they can eat. 

This winter-long ration results 
in a daily gain of about 1 Yz pounds 
per head. The following spring 
and summer, the cattle go on grass 
feed for six months. 

Then the cattle are put on full 
ration of 12 pounds of corn, two 
pounds of supplement and about 
30 pounds of silage daily. At about 
1,200 pounds, the cattle are shipped 
as high, good or low choice to the 
Chicago market. 

Mr. Gale was on a ranch in Wy¬ 
oming where he developed his first 
interest in cattle raising. “We 
worked much in the open range 
and fed cattle from haystacks in 
the field,” he said. 

He pointed out that his feeding 
operation is vastly different from 
hand feeding on open range. Mr. 
Gale estimated that at least four 
men would be needed to do the 
work that one man now does in his 
electric-powered operation. 

“We’ve never had a prolonged 
power interruption,” Mr. Gale 
said. “The cost of running our 400 
ampere service system is reason¬ 
able, too,” he added. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Jones went to see 
the double feature at the neighbor¬ 
hood movie theatre. While watch¬ 
ing the movie heroine’s pitiful 
struggle to find true love, the hus¬ 
band became more and more an¬ 
noyed with his wife’s sniffles. Fi¬ 
nally he demanded: 

“For Pete’s sake! Why is it you 
cry over the imaginary woes of 
people you never met?” 

“For the same reason,” his wife 
snapped back, “that you yell and 
scream when a man you don’t 
know hits a home run.” 

RENT DUE? 

An unfortunate citizen was ap¬ 
plying for relief, and the girl at 
the desk was filling out the ques¬ 
tionnaire. 

“Do you owe any back house 
rent?” she asked. 

He stiffened with dignity. 
“Ma’am, we’ve got modern plumb¬ 
ing.” 

JUST A SPARE 

Mrs. Brown struck up a conver¬ 
sation with the small son of her 
new neighbor. 

“I understand,” she said sud¬ 
denly, “that you have two sets of 
twins at your house. That’s won¬ 

derful! Are you one of the twins?” 
“No, ma’am,” was the young¬ 

ster’s gloomy response. “I’m just a 
spare.” 

STOCKS GONE UP 

A Minneapolis stock broker’s 
secretary was introduced to the 
president of one of the more suc¬ 
cessful local firms. “Oh, I’m so 
glad to meet you,” she bubbled. 
“You went up today!” 

HELD OVER 

The young son of a well-known 
television star came home from 
school with his report card. 

“Well, son,” said his father, 
“were you promoted?” 

“Better than that, Dad,” replied 
the youngster, “I was held over for 
another 26 weeks.” 

RESEMBLANCE?????? 

At a dance the young lady had 
just been introduced to her part¬ 
ner. By way of making conversa¬ 
tion, she commented as they 

waltzed around the ballroom floor, 
“Who is that terribly ugly man 
sitting over there?” 

Her partner looked at the man 
she indicated. “Why, that’s my 
brother,” he exclaimed. 

“Oh, you must excuse me,” said 
the lady in embarrassment, and 
added apologetically, “I really 
hadn’t noticed the resemblance.” 

EXPERT DECISIONS 

Trying to reach an engagement 
city by car a man ran into a de¬ 
tour. Late that night, completely 
lost, he stopped by a farmhouse to 
ask the way. 

“Am I headed the right direc¬ 
tion to Memphis?” he asked the 
woman who opened the door. 

“Well, which way are you 
headed?” she questioned. 

Not sure of directions, the man 
tried again. “I mean are my lights 
pointing that way?” 

“Yes, sir,” she said, “at least the 
red ones are.” 

A LAND BANK 

LOAN “But 
TO FINANCE THE PURCHASE OF A FARM 

...OR FOR ANY AGRICULTURAL 
L . PURPOSE 

For more than 46 years farmers have used a Long-Term, Low-Payment Land Bank loan in buying a 

farm. A Land Bank loan can always be paid in advance without penalty. Let the manager of your Fed¬ 

eral Land Bank Association explain the many advantages. 

SEE OR WRITE YOUR NEAREST 

FEDERAL LAND BANK ASSOCIATION 

AMBOY DECATUR 
BELLEVILLE DEKALB 
BLOOMINGTON EFFINGHAM 
CARL1NVILLE EUREKA 

CARROLLTON FREEPORT 
CHAMPAIGN GALESBURG 

CHARLESTON 
DANVILLE 

JOLIET OTTAWA 
KEWANEE PITTSFIELD 
LINCOLN PRINCETON 
MACOMB QUINCY 

MONMOUTH SPRINGFIELD 
MORRISON WATSEKA 

HARRISBURG MT. VERNON WOODSTOCK 
HILLSBORO OREGON 

FEDERAL^ 

LAND BANK; 

ASSOCIATION 

22 ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS 



I 

Hi Pen Pals, 
Want to make a little girl real happy? 

Down at Coulterville, Illinois, Deborah 
Veach is confined to her home (and in 
bed too) with Rheumatic Fever. She is 
nine years old and in the fourth grade. 

She watches TV, 
plays records, reads 
and seems to enjoy 
everything that other 
children her age 
would. 

How about writing 
her a letter, send a 
card, record, a little 
book or just anything 
that you think she 
would enjoy and 
would help to make 
the time pass faster 

for her. When a person has to stay in 
bed, time drags, so let’s all pick up a 
pencil and get busy to brighten up 
Deborah’s days and help her back to a 
speedy recovery. Thank you so much. 
Judy Parker, Jr. Rural Electric News, Box 
1180, Springfield, HI. 

★ ★ * 
ENJOYS SWIMMING 

I am 17 years old. I have brown hair 
and blue eyes. I am five feet, six inches 
tall. My birthday is December 15. My 
hobbies are swimming and listening to 
the radio. Come on fill my mailbox! 
Send a picture, if possible. I promise to 
answer all letters.—Leonard Rybacki, 
r.r.2, Sparta, 111., c/o Albert Miller. 

★ ★ ★ 
AUGUST BIRTHDAY 

I am 17 years old. I am a senior at 
Flora Township High School. My birth¬ 
day is August 17. I like to listen to the 
radio. I have dark blonde hair and hazel 
eyes. I promise to answer all letters I re¬ 
ceive. Please fill my mailbox full!—Caro¬ 
lyn Pearce, r.r.3. Flora, 111. 

* * * 

LIKES POPULAR MUSIC 
I am 14 years old and my birthday is 

June 25. I have greenish eyes, and my 
height is five feet, five inches. I weigh 
102 pounds. I love to listen to the top 20 
songs on radio and TV. I would like to 
have Pen Pals from Canada, besides local 
area ones. I will answer all letters I re¬ 
ceive.—Bobby Rogers, r.r.l, Beecher City, 
111. 

REJUVENATES SEPTIC TANKS 
Septisan with scavenger bacteria, cleans, 
deodorizes, unclogs, rejuvenates septic 
tanks, cess pools, outside toilets, grease 
traps. Shrinks mass fast. Kills stench in 36 
to 48 hours. NOT A (one shot) LYE. Con¬ 
tinuous actions Reduces digging, pumping, 
moving. Economical. Amazing results. Money 
back guarantee. Send for details. 

SEPTISAN, INC., Farmer City, 4, III. 

WANTS PEN PUSHERS 
I am 12 years old and my birthday is 

July 31. I love reading and slumber par¬ 
ties. I truly enjoy doing crazy things. I 
have red hair and brown eyes. I weigh 
100 lbs. I want boy and girl pen pushers. 
Get on the ball and write. Any letters I 
receive will be answered. Would like to 
hear from boys and girls between the 
ages of 11 and 14.—Jacqueline Paschal, 
r.r. 1, Roseville. 111. 

* * ★ 
GOES BOWLING 

I am 12 years of age. I am five feet, 
two inches tall and I have bluish-green 
eyes, a dark complexion and brown hair. 
I weigh approximately 100 pounds. My 
hobbies are roller skating, bowling, base¬ 
ball and swimming. Just give me time 
and I’ll answer every letter I receive. 
Would like to hear from boys and girls 
II through 14 years of age.—Marcia Lynn 
Farrimond, r.r.5 (Livingston), Marshall, 
111. 

★ * ★ 
LIKES TO READ 

I am ten years old and in the fifth 
grade at Cambridge Grade School. I have 
blonde hair and blue eyes. My birthday 
is September 16. My hobbies are reading 
books, playing kick ball and listening to 
records and the radio. I play the piano. 
I belong to 4-H too. I have two pets, a 
dog and a cat. If possible, I would like a 
picture of anyone who writes. I would 
like to hear from girls between ten and 
13 years of age. I will try to answer all 
letters.—Kathy Anderson, r.r.2, Cam¬ 
bridge, Til 

★ * ★ 
LIVES ON A FARM 

I am ten years old and in the fourth 
grade at the Donovan Grade School. I 
have long brown hair and I am four feet, 
eight inches tall. I live on a farm and 
have horses, dogs and other pets. I would 
like to hear from boys and girls between 
ten and 12 years of age. If you can, please 
send a picture.—Laura Schultz, Donovan, 
111. 

* * * 

ENJOYS DANCING 
I am 12 years of 

age and in the sev¬ 
enth grade. I have 
two brothers and 
three sisters. I love 
animals. I like sports 
and dancing.—Betty 
Wand, r.r. 2, Eliza¬ 
beth, 111. 

★ * ★ 
LIKES MOTORCYCLES 

I am 16 years old. I have long black 
hair and brown eyes. My hobbies are 
swimming, bowling, horseback riding and 
writing letters. I like motorcycles and 
fast cars. I live on a farm. I have two 
sisters and one brother. I would like to 
hear from boys and girls between 15 and 
17 years of age. I would like to have a 
picture if at all, possible. I promise to 
answer all letters I receive. Come on every¬ 
body write.—Gloria J. Inboden, r.r. 1, 
Enfield, 111. 

COLLECTS NAPKINS 
I am 13 years of age and my birthday 

is November 17. I am five feet, three 
inches tall. I am in the eighth grade. 
My hobbies are collecting napkins and 
answering letters. I would like to hear 
from boys and girls between the ages of 
12 and 14. I will answer every letter.— 
Wendy Wilken, r.r. 2, Box 151, Onarga, 
111. 

★ ★ ★ 
LIKES BASEBALL 

I am 11 years old and my birthday is 
December 30. I have 
light brown hair and 
blue eyes. My hob¬ 
bies are baseball, 
driving a tractor, 
and collecting poems. 
I live on a farm. I 
also like pets. I have 
a cat, dog and a cow 
for my pets. I have 
two brothers. I would 
like to hear from 
boys and girls of all 
ages. I will try to 

answer all letters. I would like to have 
a picture.—Cynthia Walters, r.r. 2, Mar¬ 
shall, 111. 

★ ★ ★ 
ROLLER SKATES 

I am 13 years of age. My birthday is 
August 24. I have brown hair and brown 
eyes. I am in the seventh grade. I go to 
Winchester Elementary School. I like to 
go roller skating. I would like to hear 
from boys and girls of all ages. Send a 
picture, if possible. I will try to answer 
all letters.—Phyllis Henson, r.r. 2, Jack¬ 
sonville, 111. 

★ ★ ★ 
DRIVES TRACTOR 

I am 13 years old and I am in the 
eighth grade. I like to drive the tractor. 
I have brown hair and hazel eyes. I 
would like to hear from both boys and 
girls from the ages of ten to 16. I prom¬ 
ise to answer all letters received.—Gary 
Pearce, r.r.3, Flora, 111. 

★ ★ ★ 
WANTS PEN PALS 

I am nine years old and my birthday 
is July 16. My hobbies are playing the 
piano and reading books. I would like 
to hear from boys and girls of all ages. 
I will try to answer all letters.—Carolyn 
Baine, r.r. 3, Carbondale, 111. 

new lower prices on PLASTIC 
FREEZER CONTAINERS 

Now Home freezer owners can purchase plastic 
freezer containers at even lower prices by buying 
direct through the mails. Reusable containers 
are soft and pliable. New space-saving square 
shape. Flexible, non-leak lids included. Pints are 
priced at $9.50; quarts at $14.50 per hundred, 
postpaid. Safe delivery guaranteed. Perfect item 
for resale to neighbors. Sample pint 25c. Write: 

OXBORO HEATH CO. B
D!PxT

7
6o3997 

HIGHLAND STATION, MINNEAPOLIS 11, MINN. 
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Sour cream with fresh fruits makes Heavenly 24-Hour Salad 

sour cream 

everything 
TART AND HEALTHFUL, a touch of sour cream adds a lift 
to a wide variety of impressive dishes. And this is the season 
when there is an abundance of milk, so you’ll want to use 
sour cream and dairy products to the fullest. Rising popular¬ 
ity of sour cream could lead you to believe this is a new 
product. Actually homemakers have been using it as far back 
as cream has turned sour. There is a difference. Today’s 
cultured sour cream is consistent because it’s produced in 
dairy plants. It’s made from Grade A cream which is pasteur¬ 
ized, homogenized and treated with Lactic culture. This trans¬ 
forms it into a rich, creamy mass of elegant whiteness with 
medium-sharp flavor. It’s uniformly good, and always avail¬ 
able. Sour cream is amazingly adaptable. Results are always 
pleasing when it’s used as an accent to vegetables, when stirred 
into sauces or gravies, as an ingredient in baked goods and 
salad dressings, when served with meats, or as a whipping 
topping for desserts. Such topping may be made by whipping 
chilled sour cream, the same as sweet cream. Chill both the 
bowl and beater before starting to whip the cream. Sour cream 
does not become stiff, but fluffy and almost double in volume. 
Pile the whipped sour cream on top of gingerbread, spice 
cake or pudding and garnish attractively with shaved curls of 
chocolate, chopped pecans or almonds, or crushed peppermint 
stick candy. 

BEEF STROGANOFF 
1 lb. round steak, cut in % 

inch cubes 
Vi cup flour 
1 teaspoon salt 

% teaspoon pepper 
2 tablespoons fat 

14 cup chopped onion 
1 clove garlic, minced 
1 4-oz. can mushrooms 

1 10%-oz. can consomme or 
1 bouillon cube dissolved in 
10-oz. boiling water 

1 tablespoon Worcestershire 
Dash of Tabasco 

% cup diced green pepper 
1 cup commercial sour cream 

Chopped parsley 
Cooked noodles or rice _L Gail iiiuaiiicnjiiio   — — _ 

Combine flour and seasonings, roll meat in mixture. Preheat 

Electric skillet cooks taste-tempting Beef Strognoff at the table 

skillet, add fat, when melted, add meat, browning on all sides. 
Add onion, garlic and mushrooms (save liquid to add with 
liquid). Saute. Add liquids, Worcestershire, Tabasco, and 
green pepper. When boiling, turn to simmer and cover until 
meat is tender. Spoon off excess fat. Stir in sour cream. Heat 
at low simmer, do not boil. Sprinkle with parsley. Serve over 
hot noodles or rice. 

COOL-AS-A-CUCUMBER SALAD 
1 pkg. lime gelatin % cup dairy sour cream 
1 cup boiling water % cup chopped green pepper 

% cup cold water 2 cups chopped cucumber 
Vi cup lemon juice 1 teaspoon onion juice 
% cup nonfat dry milk % teaspoon salt 

Dissolve gelatin in boiling water. Add cold water and juice. 
Cool to jelly-like. Add nonfat dry milk; beat until fluffy. Fold 
in remaining ingredients. Turn into molds. Chill until firm. 

HEAVENLY 24-HOUR SALAD 
Creamy Dressing: 2 tablespoons vinegar 

2 eggs 1 tablespoon butter 
2 tablespoons sugar Dash of salt 
2 tablespoons orange juice 2 cups dairy sour cream 

Mix eggs with sugar, orange juice and vinegar. Cook in small 
saucepan, stirring constantly until mixture thickens. Remove 
from heat, stir in butter and salt. Cool, then fold in sour 
cream. Chill while preparing fruits. Prepare 1 cup each of 
six favorite fruits such as seedless green grapes, bananas, fresh 
pineapple, oranges, cantaloupe, Bing cherries. Combine with 
2 cups miniature marshmallows or 16 large marshmallows, 
quartered. Fold in Creamy Dressing, spoon carefully into 
serving bowl. Chill 24 hours to blend fully. In a hurry? Sim¬ 
ply spoon dairy sour cream from carton and blend with fruits. 

CUCUMBERS IN SOUR CREAM 
1 cup commercial sour cream pickle 
2 tablespoons lemon juice Vi teaspoon sugar 
1 tablespoon chopped onion Dash pepper 
2 tablespoons chopped dill 

Peel and thinly slice 2 large cucumbers and salt to taste. 
Chill. Combine V2 cup sour cream, Vi teaspoon salt, onion, 
pickle, sugar, and pepper. Toss with cucumbers and refrig¬ 
erate. Arrange cucumbers on bed of lettuce to serve. Garnish 
with Vi cup sour cream, sprinkle with chopped parsley. 

TUNA-APPLE SALAD 
Toss together two 7-oz. cans tuna, drained; 1 apple, chopped; 
1 cup diced cucumber; 2 tablespoons minced onion; V4 cup 
chopped celery; 2 tablespoons French dressing and Vi cup 
sour cream. Salt and pepper to taste. Serve to 6. 

PAPRIKA POTATOES 
Pare 6-8 potatoes, cut into cubes. Put 2 tablespoons butter in 
skillet, add 2 small onions, finely chopped, cook until yellow, 
then add Vi teaspoon paprika and potatoes; salt to taste. Cover 
and cook until tender. Add a little water to keep from stick¬ 
ing. Add Yi cup sour cream. Do not stir but shake pan to 
prevent potatoes from sticking. Simmer till hot. 

BOHEMIAN CABBAGE 
Shred one head of cabbage (5-6 cups) fine, add V4 cup water, 
1 tablespoon minced onion, 1 teaspoon salt, V4 teaspoon pep¬ 
per and Vi teaspoon caraway seeds. Cover skillet, steam 5 
minutes. Add Vi cup sour cream, heat through. 6 servings. 
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Cucumbers and sour cream go together to make molded cucumber salad Nothing better than baked potato topped with sour cream and chives 

RUSSIAN COLESLAW 
2% cup finely shredded cabbage 1 teaspoon parsley 

1 teaspoon salt - 2 tablespoons mayonnaise 
1 medium apple 1 teaspoon sugar 
1 small carrot % cup sour cream 
1 teaspoon minced onion 

Sprinkle cabbage lightly with salt, let stand 15 minutes. Chop 
unpared apple, grate carrot, mix ingredients together. Let 
stand 30 minutes to chill before serving. 

SOUR CREAM DRESSING 
Blend 1 cup commercial sour cream, 1*4 teaspoons salt, V% tea¬ 
spoon pepper, 3 tablespoons minced chives or onion, and 2 
tablespoons lemon juice. Serve over cucumbers, baked potatoes 
or tomatoes. 

LIMAS IN SOUR CREAM 
Mix together 2 cups hot cooked lima beans, 2 tablespoons 
minced onion, 2 tablespoons butter and i/£ cup dairy sour 
cream. Season with salt and pepper. If you wish, add 2 table¬ 
spoons chopped pimiento. 

NOODLES ROMANOFF 
6 oz. broad noodles 1 medium onion, chopped fine 
1 cup sour cream 1 teaspoon Worcestershire 
1 cup cottage cheese % teaspoon salt 
1 clove garlic, chopped fine Dash of pepper 

Cook noodles until tender, drain. Add sour cream, cottage 
cheese, garlic, onion and seasonings. Mix carefully and turn 
into buttered 114-quart casserole. Sprinkle generously with 
paprika. Bake at 350 degrees 45 minutes. Caution: do not 
overcook. If you wish serve with more sour cream sprinkled 
with chopped chives and Parmesan cheese. 

SOUR CREAM PRUNE CAKE 
% cup butter % teaspoon salt 

1% cups sugar 1% teaspoons cinnamon 
3 eggs, separated 1 teaspoon cloves 
1 cup sour cream 1 cup cooked prunes, cut up 
1 teaspoon soda 1 cup chopped walnuts 
2 cups sifted flour 

Add soda to sour cream, set aside. In large mixer bowl cream 
butter and sugar. Add egg yolks, blending well. Sift dry in¬ 
gredients together. Add alternately with sour cream to creamed 
mixture. Stir in prunes and nuts. Fold in gently stiffly beaten 
egg whites. Pour into greased and floured 13 x 9 x 2 inch pan or 
two 9-inch layer pans and bake at 350 degrees until cake tests 
done. Prepare topping and pour over sheet cake while still 
warm. Make your favorite caramel frosting for layer cake. 
TOPPING: Cook in skillet until light colored (just before it 
spins a thread) 1 cup sugar, V2 cup buttermilk, 14 teaspoon 
soda, 1 teaspoon white sirup, 

XA cup butter and 1 teaspoon 
vanilla. Cool slightly, pour over sheet cake. Sprinkle with nuts. 

DUTCH APPLE PIE 
% recipe pastry % teaspoon cinnamon 
6 apples, pared, sliced thin % teaspoon nutmeg 

% cup flour % cup dairy sour cream 
1% cups sugar 1 tablespoon butter 

Line 9-inch pie pan with pastry; add apples. Combine flour, 
sugar and spices, sprinkle over apples. Pour sour cream over 
all, dot with butter. Bake at 350 degrees 50-60 minutes. Cover 
pie with inverted pie pan last half of baking time. The apples 
cook down and just fill the pie pan. 
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SOUR CREAM RAISIN PIE 
Soften 1 cup raisins by pouring boiling water over them, 
let stand 5 minutes, drain. Beat 3 large eggs lightly and add 
1 cup sugar, 1 cup sour cream, Vi teaspoon cinnamon, 14 tea¬ 
spoon nutmeg, 1 teaspoon vanilla and (4 teaspoon salt. Mix 
until creamy, add raisins. Pour into unbaked pie shell. Bake 
at 400 degrees 10 minutes then lower to 350 and bake 35-40 
minutes longer. If you want to accentuate the sour cream 
flavor, add a tablespoon of lemon juice to filling. 

PINEAPPLE CHEESECAKE 
CRUST: 

1% cups Zwieback crumbs 
1 teaspoon cinnamon 

FILLING: 
3 (8 oz.) pkgs. cream cheese 

1% cups sugar 
4 eggs 
2 cups dairy sour cream 

GLAZE: 
1 can (13 oz.) frozen pine¬ 

apple chunks 

1 teaspoon sugar 
6 tablespoons butter 

1 cup whipping cream 
2 tablespoons lemon juice 
1 teaspoon grated lemon rind 

14 teaspoon vanilla 

1 tablespoon cornstarch 
1 tablespoon lemon juice 

Mix Zwieback crumbs with brown sugar and cinnamon in 
small bowl, blend in melted butter. Press evenly over bottom 
and side of buttered 9-inch spring form pan. Set pan on a 12- 
inch long, double-thick piece foil; fold up around side to 
catch any mixture that cooks out. Chill. Soften cream cheese in 
large bowl; gradually beat in sugar until mixture is fluffy. Add 
eggs, one at a time, beating well after each addition, beat in 
remaining ingredients; pour into prepared crust. Bake at 350 
degrees 1 hour, turn heat off, let cake remain in oven, with 
door closed, 1 hour longer. Remove from oven; turn cake 
upside down on wire rack until cool (cake will settle slightly 
in center as it cools). Remove foil. Loosen cake around edge 
with knife; release spring and carefully lift side of the pan; 
place cake on plate. Make glaze. Drain syrup from pineapple 
into 1 cup measure; add water to make 1 cup. Blend 1-2 
tablespoonsfuls into cornstarch until smooth in small sauce¬ 
pan; stir in remaining syrup mixture and boil 3 minutes or 
until mixture thickens; stir in lemon juice and pineapple 
chunks; cool, spoon over top of cheese-cake; chill 3-4 hours un¬ 
til serving time. Serves 12. 

DAIRY BURGERS 
1V4 pounds ground beef 1 tablespoon instant onion 

1 cup dairy sour cream 114 teaspoons salt 
4 tablespoons Worcestershire 114 cups com flakes 

Combine beef, sour cream, Worcestershire, onion and salt. 
Crush corn flakes slightly with hand, stir into meat. Shape 
into burgers. Broil until done. Makes 8. 

CRANBERRY SALAD 
1 pkg. cherry gelatin Dash salt 

114 cups hot water % cup diced celery 
1 lb. can whole cranberry 14 cup chopped walnuts 
sauce 1 cup dairy sour cream 

Dissolve gelatin in hot water, add salt. Chill till slightly thick. 
Break up cranberry sauce with fork and stir into gelatin. Add 
celery and nuts. Fold in sour cream. Pour into molds, chill till 
firm. 
FRUIT TOPPER: Serve any fresh or frozen fruit topped with 
Vi cup sour cream blended with 2 tablespoons brown sugar. 
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n e na huva ooK in 
■ Any gal smart enough to wield a hairbrush knows the answer, or part of it anyway, to 
beautiful hair. If your hair is to be your crowning glory during its season in the sun, 
it’s time to center your thoughts somewhere around your ears and consider the appear¬ 
ance of your hair. Styling was never more important. A recent survey showed that in 
one three-month period last year 72 percent of American women paid at least one visit 
to a beauty shop. One of the reasons is that the popular new hair styles demand pro¬ 
fessional cutting, shaping, curling. Whether you’re clinging to the on-the-way-out bouf¬ 
fant or switching to the more natural-looking, head-hugging coifs, you can’t have stray 
locks drooping, misbehaving and otherwise marring the clean outline of the style you’ve 
chosen as best for you. Most hair stylists are willing to give you a little instruction to 
carry you through until your next styling. Ask her to explain where she’s placing 
strategic parts, what size rollers to use to achieve different effects and which direction 
the pin curls must turn. But let no one fool you that beautiful hair is all in the styling. 
Healthy hair requires a healthy you. Shiny and easy-to-manage locks require plenty of 
sleep, regular exercise and well-balanced diet. In addition, hair must be kept sparkling 
clean, well brushed and scalp should be massaged. 

SHAMPOO: Whatever the type and condition of your hair, there’s a shampoo tailored 
for you. Normal hair has natural sheen, good color, strength and body. It dries rapidly 
after washing, holds a wave nicely. Use a neutral shampoo; no special rinse is necessary. 
Once-a-week washing is usually sufficient. Oily hair seems to get dirty quickly, is often 
limp and stringy, hard to set. Use detergent shampoo; follow with a vinegar rinse (one 
tablespoon vinegar in a glass of warm water). Shampoo frequently. Dry hair looks life¬ 
less, is often bushy or fly-away, and ends tend to split. Use a mild oil-based shampoo; 
follow with a taming cream rinse. Dry hair should be washed weekly. If bothersome 
dandruff is your problem, a quality dandruff treatment shampoo can make your hair 
healthy again. They don’t pretend to cure this condition overnight; but they can grad¬ 
ually help to restore scalp health without being harsh to your hair. To shampoo, first 
massage scalp and brush hair. Dunk head in or under warm water until soaked. Apply 
shampoo to hair. Using both hands, rub lather into hair and scalp briskly, paying special 
attention to hairline areas. Rinse with water. Repeat. Rinse again until hair literally 
squeaks. Use a rinse if you wish. Get into the habit of washing your brush when you 
shampoo your hair. 

SETTING: Sleek lines, deep waves and perky flips will look smoother and hold longer 
if you use a setting lotion to begin with. (One famous hair stylist says liquid skim milk, 
diluted with water, makes an excellent setting lotion.) To set your hair use both rollers 
and clips. Rollers are available in several sizes. The thicker the roller, the smoother and 
loftier the curl. Always start with hair that’s damp. For night-time sets, use water or 
setting lotion; for touch-up set, a bit of hair spray or dab of cologne will dampen hair, 
dry quickly. For each roller, part off a section of hair slightly narrower than the length 
of roller, one-inch deep. Part sections evenly. Pull strand of hair taut in direction 
opposite the way it will be curled and wind from end toward scalp. Fasten with clips 
or pin that comes with them. Clips are used for pin curls to give fluff. The larger the 
strand, the looser the curl. Hold strand up and out and wind it from end toward scalp 
with end tucked inside curl. Ends left outside create a “fish-hook” and set looks 
home-made. 

BRUSHOUT: When all curls are completely dry, brush them hard; do not comb them. 
Brush first in direction opposite from which hair will be arranged, then to set it in 
place. Use fingers to push in waves or loose curls. Use a comb for parting and to sepa¬ 
rate curls and bangs. To add fullness in spots the hair may be “teased,” however this 
can cause splitting and breaking of hair. To tease, hold strand of hair in one hand, 
with other slide comb on underneath part toward scalp, using jerky movements at 
one-inch intervals. Be careful not to jerk too hard. Smooth top hair gently over back¬ 
combed section with brush. A light, non-sticky hair spray will keep hair neatly in place. 
Daily brushing is a must for beautiful hair. Stroke hair up and away from scalp. 
It’s best to brush a few strands at a time. The object is to stimulate scalp and at same 
time add lustre and sheen to hair through proper distribution of natural oils. The 
close-to-the-head, natural look is the biggest news of the year. The straight look replaces 
the full look and waves replace curls. 
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As with cars, compacts are becoming popu¬ 
lar. Useful as a second refrigerator if you can 
afford it on patio or in den, 108 ice cubes 

This no-frost duplex combines a refrigerator and corresponding upright freezer Siamese-twin 
fashion. It takes up 41" in width. Has crisper at top of refrigerator with high humidity for 
fruits and vegetables. Pull out pantry basket for heavy, bulky items at bottom . . . Kelvinator 

In women's fashions, there's a dress to fit any figure. In newer 
refrigerators there's a type to suit any family or kitchen. The grow¬ 

ing popularity of once-a-week shopping calls for more refrigeration 
space and there's a wide choice to meet the need. Not only are boxes 
bigger but there's more storage space since new insulation allows for 
thinner walls. Before shopping for a new refrigerator-freezer, evaluate 
your needs for fresh food storage versus freezer space. If you have 
a separate freezer, consider the new all-refrigerator that just has 
space for ice cubes. If your freezer is not in your kitchen you might 
want some frozen food storage in your refrigerator. If you do not 
have a freezer you might want a combination freezer-refrigerator. 
The least expensive refrigerators still must be defrosted manually. For 
more money you can get semi-automatic defrost, automatic defrost 
or models in which frost never forms. So there's a model to fit your 
pocketbook as well as your needs. 

There's a 
refrigerator-freezer 

to fit your 
exact needs 

No-frost combination with separate zero 
freezer at top with quick cold recovery. Keep¬ 
er stores meat for week or more. Full-width 
bushel crisper has see-thru front . . . Philco 

Upside-down combination is frost free, freez¬ 
er holds 150 pounds. The refrigerator, still 
the most used part, is above freezer and each 
section has its own door . . . Frigidaire 

All-refrigerator with 14 cu. ft. space with 
only 4% for freezing is answer if you have 
enough freezer space already. Freezer has 
ice ejector server and trays . . . Frigidaire 



1. Hat Tricks is a welcome addition to any wardrobe whatever the occasion 2. Blossom Doily 

3. Baby's Smocked Sacque 4. Apron and Tablecloth 5. Crocheted Bag 

finishing touches 
FREE PATTERNS 

1. Only the imagination limits the many moods to be 
achieved by clever substitution of various decorations on 
this hat—frivolously feminine lace medallions, delicate arti¬ 
ficial flowers or colorful fruit. The body of the hat is silk 
organza, changeable motifs attach to satin band 

2. Easily the easiest needlework gift you can fashion is 
this lovely crocheted doily. Only simple chain and double 
crochet stitches are required and the result is marvelous 

3. Smocking is usually reserved for lighter fabrics but be¬ 
comes the key to this lovely baby's sacque, thanks to easy- 
to-knit yoke pattern. Body of sweater is done in the basic 
stockinette stitch with a contrasting crocheted edge 

4. This apron makes you Queen of Hearts, Diamonds, Spades 
and Clubs. Extra dividend: by using same chart, you can 
decorate a gingham tablecloth in cross stitch to match 

5. Nothing tops off an ensemble more effectively than 
accessories. This bag was created to turn this trick for 
you—just a variation of elementary single crochet stitch 

6. The technique is hairpin lace and the result a glamor¬ 
ous stole whose beauty belies the simplicity with which it 
is crocheted. Made of knitting worsted and measuring 24 x 
72 inches (excluding fringe), it's perfect all year long 

7. It's knitted of nylon and wool yarn, so durability is 
insured. It features raglan sleeves for perfect fit and 
extra comfort. Delicate yoke is knitted in lacy pattern 

i  
[ ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS 
J Judy Parker 
I Box 1180 
I Springfield, Illinois 

Please send me without charge the 
■ pattern leaflets which I have checked 
I below. I am enclosing a STAMPED, 
■ SELF-ADDRESSED envelope for every 
j THREE patterns requested. (If pos- 
I sible, the envelope which MUST ac- 
! company all pattern orders, should be 
l of the larger size): 

1  Hat Tricks 
2  Doily 
3  Sacque 
4  Apron 
5. Bag 
6  Stole 
7  Cardigan 

% 

My name is   

Address   

Comment (if any)   

This coupon expires July 20, 1963. 
Orders must be postmarked by that 
date. 

6. Hairpin Lace Stole 

7. Child's Cardigan 
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LOOK FOR 
THIS SIGN 

• Kelvinator 
Refrigerator 
"No-Frost" 

Completely frostless 
15 cubic-foot, two-door 
model. Frostless freezer 
has two swing-out bas¬ 
kets. Frostless fresh food 
compartment capacity 
10.68 cubic feet. Twin 
porcelain crispers. Pull¬ 
out middle shelves. Ad¬ 
justable top shelf. White 
or colors. At Kelvinator 
dealers. Retail |499.95. 

1 

HAGAN 
makes electric 
heat happen 

THE DEALER WHO 
DISPLAYS IT SELLS 

A PRODUCT 
YOU CANT 

SEE 
TOUCH 
SMELL 
HEAR 

OR TASTE 

There aren’t many products you’ll 
buy in hopes you’ll never see them 
again, but insulation for electric com¬ 
fort heating is one. And Hagan Cellu¬ 
lose Fiber Insulation is the one you 
can rest assured you won't see, or 
ever worry about once it’s installed. 

Why? Because Hagan authorized 
dealers are specialists in electric 
comfort heating. They do the whole 
job —wiring, installation of electric 
heating units and proper insulation 
to assure you maximum comfort at 
minimum operating cost. We call 
them Package Dealers because they 
install the whole comfort package. 

The advantages to you? A complete 
job, engineered and installed by ex¬ 
perts who know how to combine elec¬ 
tric heating, humidity control, and 
insulation properly for maximum 
efficiency. You deal with one con¬ 
tractor. He takes responsibility for 
the whole job. We’re so confident of 
his abilities we let him offer you a 
bonded heating cost guarantee. 

And the product you’ll never see? 
Ask your Hagan Package Dealer why 
it’s best. He’ll show you why we say 

HAGAN INSULATION MAKES 
ELECTRIC HEAT HAPPEN 

HAGAN MANUFACTURING CO. 
DELPHOS, OHIO 

• Sunbeam Party Grill 
Prepare unique bite-size sand- 

wichettes in a jiffy. Makes “out of 
this world” treats. Place bread slices 
in party grill, add your choice of 
filling—meat, cheese, fruit, mince¬ 
meat, etc. Top with bread slices 
and in two minutes have a dozen 
beautifully done bite-size morsels. 
At local Sunbeam dealers. Retail 
$32.50. 

• Skil Drill 
Accessory Kit 

Kit includes a complete assort¬ 
ment of accessories for drilling Vs 
to 2y2-inch holes. Converts any 
make of ]/i, % or Yi-inch. electric 
power drill to a power sander or 
polisher. Sandpaper discs, polish¬ 
ing bonnet, twist drill bits, wood 
auger bit set, adjustable dial saw 
and paint stirrer. At Skill Corp. 
dealers. Retail $9.95. 

• Mirro Portable 
Electric Broiler 

Broil and serve food on the spot. 
For morning sausages, luncheon 
hamburgers or sizzling sirloins. 
Ideal for family use. Eliminates 
unpleasant tedious oven cleaning. 
Easy cleanup. Compact and easy 
to store. Cool plastic side handles. 
700 watts, 120 volts, AC or DC. At 
Mirro Aluminum Co. dealers. Re¬ 
tail $9.95. 
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Co-ops Battle for Fair Play 
(Continued from Page 5) 

REA loans still “are available on 
the same terms and on the same 
basis to both cooperatives and pub¬ 
lic utilities.” 

This seemed strange to Chair¬ 
man Meyer. If commercial utilities 
could borrow from REA at 2 per 
cent interest, why do they decline 
that money and pay a higher rate? 

Mr. Moore indicated patriotism 
or concern over government costs 
had nothing to do with the re¬ 
jection. 

“It’s chiefly because they would 
have to agree to area coverage, as 
do our cooperatives,” Mr. Moore 
told Chairman Meyer. “They’d 
have to serve the unprofitable resi¬ 
dents in a given area, as we do. 
Also they would have to open 
their books so that REA could 
make sure they’re living up to 
their loan agreements, just as we 
do. This they haven’t been willing 
to do.” 

Chairman Meyer nodded and 
the hearing moved on. 

ALBERT J. CROSS, Heyworth, 

PRmM/vcr 
lemmits Mark 

Keep your tight,!dry skin smooth and 
soft with MOTHERS FRIEND. Neglect of 
body skin tissues during pregnancy may 
show up for the rest of your life. This 
famous skin conditioner is especially 
compounded to relieve the discomfort of 
that stretched feeling in your skin. You'll 
find a MOTHERS FRIEND massage can be 
soothing for that numbing in legs and 
back, too.Take care of your body skin with 
MOTHERS FRIEND. You’ll never regret it. 

Everywhere 

MOTHERS 
FRIEND 
A Product of S.S.S. COMPANY • ATLANTA, GEORGIA 

legislative representative of the 
Illinois Agricultural Association, 
the statewide Farm Bureau organ¬ 
ization, made his testimony for 
Senate Bill 1084 directly to the 
point. 

“Our organization,” he said, 
“represents 195,000 farm families 
in Illinois. We believe the territory 
served by Illinois Electric Cooper¬ 
atives should be protected. We 
support the principles contained 
in this bill.” 

Similar testimony came from 
John Rees on behalf of Illinois 
Farmers Union. He pointed out 
that electric cooperatives have con¬ 
tributed greatly to improved liv¬ 
ing and economic standards in ru¬ 
ral areas and have thus influenced 
the well-being of all Illinois citi¬ 
zens. 

The “Fair Play” legislation be¬ 
fore the Senate committee should 
become law, Mr. Rees concluded. 

BRIEF BUT POINTED testi¬ 
mony came from such stalwarts as 
Dean Searls, manager of Adams 
Electrical Co-operative; Charles C. 
Cole, director of Illinois Electric 
Cooperative; Homer T. Brown, 
president of Menard Electric Co¬ 
operative, and Mr. Fraker. 

Mr. Knuppel answered a whole 
series of questions from commit¬ 
teemen. When one legislator ob¬ 
served that he probably would vote 
favorably on the cooperatives’ pro¬ 
posal but was seeking additional 
information through his questions, 
Mr. Knuppel replied: 

“That’s what the hearing is for 
and we’re happy to answer all your 
questions.” 

Mr. Cole testified: 
“The underlying principle of 

this legislation is the providing of 
the best electric service possible at 
the lowest possible cost to all citi¬ 
zens of Illinois. This includes the 
local Illinois citizens who own and 
control the electric cooperatives as 
well as consumers of other types of 
power suppliers. In other words: 
Fair Play and nothing more.” 

MR. BROWN, who has devoted 
many, many years to electric coop¬ 
erative service, testified: 

“As we plan for the future, we 
will find it difficult to outline any 
sound program discharging our re¬ 
sponsibilities if the power compa¬ 
nies are permitted to invade the 
areas which we now serve. This re¬ 
cently happened in two instances 

Legislation 
in the area served by Menard Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative. . . . 

“With an average density of only 
two and one-half members per mile 
of line, our cooperative cannot 
long endure if the more densely 
populated and more desirable por¬ 
tions of our territory can be taken 
away as they develop.” 

And that’s how the co-op battle 
for survival is going. 

Weinberg Answers 
(Continued from Page 12) 

“This is true despite the fact 
that commercial utilities have an 
average of somewhere around 33 
customers per mile, nationally, 
while the typical cooperative has 
about three members per mile. No 
wonder the commercial utilities 
want to get rid of the coopera¬ 
tives.” 

One friendly engineer asked with 
a smile: “Are you trying to drive 
the commercial utilities out of 
business?” 

“Not at all,” answered Mr. Wein¬ 
berg. “We only want to continue 
serving our own areas and our own 
members. There’s plenty of room 
in Illinois for the cooperatives and 
the commercial utilities.” 

Senators Sponsor 
(Continued from Page 13) 

Senator Welch operates a super¬ 
market in Canton, has served as an 
official of the Canton Chamber of 
Commerce and has spent several 
years as a member of the Canton 
board of education. 

“I’m glad to be a co-sponsor of this 
fair legislation,” Senator Welch told 
Illinois REN recently. “I’m well ac¬ 
quainted with the community and 
area contributions made over the 
years by my home cooperative, 
Spoon River Electric, its manager, 
L. C. Groat, its board, its staff and 
its members. 

“This is an important,, fair-mind¬ 
ed group that means much to my 
area. I am sure the same is true 
of the other Illinois cooperatives. 
They do not seek to destroy public 
utilities. They seek to protect their 
own rights.” 

This is the type of temperate 
senator who is working for the wel¬ 
fare of all electric cooperative mem¬ 
ber-owners—and for all residents of 
Illinois. 
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• Display yiiiiinmiiiiiiiiiiiiiimiiiimiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiimiiimiiiimiiiiiiiimimmimiiiimiiimiii: 

■ Rural Exchange! 
Reaching Over 430,000 Rural People Each Month 

• Auction Schools 

LEARN AUCTIONEERING, Term Soon, Free 
Catalog. Reisch Auction School, Mason City 88, 
Iowa. 

# Business Opportunities 

EARN MONEY raising fishworms for us! Ex¬ 
citing details free! Oakhaven 99, Cedar Hill, 
Texas. 

MINK AND Bred Females. Complete literature 
free. Lake Superior Mink Farm, Superior, EE, 
Wisconsin. 

INVESTIGATE ACCIDENTS — Eam $750 to 
$1,000 monthly. Men urgently needed. Car fur¬ 
nished. Business expenses paid. No selling. No 
college education necessary. Pick own job lo¬ 
cation. Investigate full time. Or eam to $8.44 
hour spare time. Write for Free Literature. 
No obligation. Universal, CU-6, 6801 Hillcrest 
Dallas 5, Texas. 

• Farm Machinery, Equipment 

AUTOMATIC FEEDING saves time and hard 
work. Feed mechanically with the Silo-Matlc 
Unloader, Scru-Feed’r Bunk Conveyor and Pro- 
Met’r Concentrate Dispenser. Proven equip¬ 
ment, guaranteed. Free pictures and plans. 
Dealer inquiries invited. Write Van Dusen & 
Company, Inc., Dept. I, Wayzata, Minnesota. 

ELECTRIC WELDERS. New, Heavy-Duty, 180 
amp, Free trial. Dealerships open. 20 year 
warranty. 9250 West Bloomington Freeway, 
Department Cz, Minneapolis 31, Minnesota. 

• Farms, Real Estate 

A PRIVATE Lake in center of 40 acres of 
timber; northern Wisconsin. Price $1,900.00, 
$50.00 down, $25.00 month. Art Schmidt, 
Broker, Park Falls, Wisconsin. 

SMALL TRACT Of Land, frontage on beauti¬ 
ful bass lake. Price $480, $25 down, $25 a 
month. Will send map. Art Schmidt, Broker, 
Park Falls, Wisconsin. 

• Livestock 

GOOD QUALITY Holstein Dairy Cows and 
Heifers. Raymond Lipe, Nokomis, Illinois. 
Phone: County 8334. 

• Miscellaneous 

POEMS WANTED for musical setting and re¬ 
cording. Send poems. Free examination. Crown 
Music Company, 49-AB West 32 Street, New 
York 1, New York. 

• Of Interest to Women 

1963-64 WALLPAPER CATALOG, 98 patterns 
15c to 53c single roll. Save % or more. We 
share postage charges. Send 10c catalog mail¬ 
ing. Mutual Wallpaper Co., Dept. X, 228 West 
Market, Louisville, Kentucky. 

WEAVE RUGS—Make Good Profits—No ex¬ 
perience necessary! Free Catalog, sample card, 
and low prices on carpet warp, rug filler, 
looms, parts, inexpensive beam counter. If 
you have loom—advise make, weaving width 
please. OR. Rug Company, Dept. 639, Lima, 
Ohio. 

• Poultry 

ROCKS, REDS or Cornish $3.95—100. Large 
White Rocks $5.45. Over 50 other breeds— 
Leghorns, heavies and crosses $1.35 to $5.75. 
Pullets $10.45. Before you buy, compare our 
prices. We guarantee to save you money. 
Customers choice of breeds shown in terrific 
big free catalog. Shipment from hatchery your 
section. Delco Chicks, Home Office, 920 Ohio, 
St. Louis 3, Missouri. 

GUARANTEED HEAVIES! $3.95—100. Jumbo 
White Rocks $5.45. COD. Heavy Breeds 
Straight Hatch $7.45; Pullets $10.45. Deluxe 
Barred Rocks, White Rocks, Hampshire Reds, 
Rhode Island Reds, Wyandottes Straight Hatch 
$8.90; Pullets $15.90. Famous White Leghorn 
Pullets $18.50. Champion Pedigreed White Leg¬ 
horn Pullets $20.50. Pekin Ducklings 12—$4.50. 
Bronze or White Holland Broadbreasted Tur¬ 
keys 15—$11.50. Beltsville Turkeys 15—$9.50. 
fob Ohio, Indiana, Illinois hatcheries live guar¬ 
antee. Ruby Chicks, Dept. 111-6, Virginia Beach, 
Virginia. 

• Vacation 

FREE COLOR Brochure on Lakeside Vacation 
Relaxation! Write Anthony Acres Resort Mo¬ 
tel, Lake Sara, Effingham, Illinois. Phone 

You Will Be 
Pleased with Films 

Finished At EXPERT! 
Careful handling of your color or black and 
white films assures satisfaction or your money 
back. 12 exposure black and white, sparkling, 
Jumbo prints, 70c; 8 exposure, 50c; Koda- 
color, 12 exposure, developed, enlarged, 
$3.00; 8 exposure, $2.00. Kodachrome 
processed, 20 exposure, $1.40. Wallet Photos, 
20 for $1.00 ppd. Fast Service. Free Mailers. 
Price List. Quality Since 1915. Expert Studios, 
Box 801-J, La Crosse, Wisconsin. 

Cooperatives facing 
Challenging future 

(Continued from Page 15) 
Mr. Reeves has emphasized that 

neither Southern Illinois Power 
Co-op nor any of the three partici¬ 
pating distribution cooperatives are 
government-owned. 

Instead the cooperatives borrow 
money from the Rural Electrifica¬ 
tion Administration and repay it 
with interest. Members themselves 
own their cooperative, not the gov¬ 
ernment. REA acts as a banker, 
making low-interest money avail¬ 
able where needed. In return the 
cooperatives render service on an 
area-wide basis, serving the widely 
scattered members as well as those 
who are more closely settled. 

And by this area service the econ¬ 
omy of an entire area is raised and 
every resident receives vital electri¬ 
city at a cost he can afford, Mr. 
Lentz pointed out. 

868-2950. 

Rates Below For Co-op Members Only 
Tear Off and Mail Promptly 

PLEASE PRINT CAREFULLY 
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Figure out the proposition you want to make, whether it is something you want to buy, 
sell or swap. 

Write the words in the spaces above. If you fill all the spaces that will be 18 words. Price 
for 18 words (or less) Is $4.50 for each time you want your ad run. 

If your message takes more than 18 words, add 25 cents for each additional word. Remem¬ 
ber, each initial or group of figures count as one word. (Don’t forget to count your name and 
address in the ad.) 

Fill in your name and address below, attach correct amount for ad and mail to RURAL 
EXCHANGE, Illinois Rural Electric News, Box 1180, Springfield, 111. Your ad will appear in 
the earliest issue possible. 

YOUR NAME  

YOUR ADDRESS  
Tear Off and Mail Promptly 
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ElEPHANT 

AFRAID OF 
MOUSE? 

Total electric power revenue for the entire State 
of Illinois during 1960 was nearly $750,000,000. 

Of this, over $700,000,000 went to public utilities- 
the commercial power companies operating in Illinois. 

\ / 

What percentage went to the 27 Electric Cooper¬ 
atives of Illinois? 

Approximately 3 PER CENT!! 
(Remainder went to municipally-owned utilities) 

THE ALLEGED ‘FEARS’ EXPRESSED BY COMMERCIAL 
POWER COMPANIES CONCERNING ELECTRIC CO¬ 
OPERATIVES ARE SOMEWHAT REMINDFUL OF THE 
ELEPHANT BEING AFRAID OF THE MOUSE! 

Electric Cooperatives of Illinois 
Good For All i Illinois 

Tirp 



Cooperatives 
Facing 

Challenging 
Future 

Ora M. Snider, left, and Charles W. Witt see even greater service opportunities 
ahead for electric cooperations. 

M. J. M. Electric Cooperative 
has accomplished great things 

since it was organized April 5, 
1939, but a tremendous challenge 
lies ahead. The cooperative faces 
major responsibilities of service 
and leadership in a constantly im¬ 
proving area.”—Charles W. Witt. 

“Southern Illinois Power Coop¬ 
erative stands on the threshold of 
a great age during which it will 
play a vital role in the continuing 
development of a large section of 
Southern Illinois. Its success in 
meeting its challenge will mean a 
better way of life for every man, 
woman and child in the area.”— 
Ora M. Snider. 

In this spirit two electric coop¬ 
erative leaders have assumed new 
and promising positions of trust in 
the Illinois electric cooperative 
program. 

Mr. Witt, for nearly 18 years 
an M.J.M. lineman, on May 23 
became manager of M.J.M. with 
headquarters in Carlinville. He 
succeeds Mr. Snider, who on May 
27, assumed new duties as director 
of public relations for Southern 
Illinois Power Cooperative at 
Marion. 

“THE JOB AT M.J.M. is far 
from finished,” Mr. Witt said in 
a recent interview. “The oppor¬ 
tunity—and the need—for expand¬ 
ing service is great. The coopera¬ 
tive is sure to grow tremendously 
as the electric needs of its more 
than 5,250 member-owners expand. 

“This is a diversified coopera¬ 
tive. It is close to the heavily popu¬ 
lated metropolitan St. Louis area 
and there will be an influx of peo¬ 
ple from that area. There will be 
increasing work opportunities and 
increasing demands for top flight 
recreational facilities. 

“M.J.M. through its able board 
of directors, its fine staff and its 
progressive, vigorous membership 
will meet that challenge. It will 
play an important role in the de¬ 
velopment of this prosperous, ex¬ 
panding area.” 

At Marion, Mr. Snider said 
Southern Illinois Power Coopera¬ 

tive already is starting its contri¬ 
butions to the improved recreation¬ 
al attractions of that area. 

“Fishing and boating on the 
2,300-acre Lake of Egypt, which is 
part of the 99,000-kilowatt generat¬ 
ing system built by the cooperative 
south of Marion, started June 1,” 
he said. 

“There were perhaps 100 fisher¬ 
men the first day. The lake has 
been stocked with more than a 
half-million fish. Numerous bass 
up to 414 pounds were caught the 
first day, along with good croppie, 
bluegill and catfish.” 

There’s no charge for fishing on 
the beautiful Lake of Egypt, Mr. 
Snider said, but there is a charge 
of 118 a year for permission to use 
a boat on the lake. The charge is 
one dollar for one day and five 
dollars for two weeks. 

The money goes for a security 
patrol and other conveniences for 
fishermen. 

In addition to fishing, other 
recreational facilities will be de¬ 
veloped gradually until the lake 
area becomes one of the outstand¬ 
ing visitor attractions in the entire 
area, Mr. Snider said. 

BUT SOUTHERN Illinois Pow¬ 
er Cooperative will do more than 
attract visitors bent on relaxation 
and fun. 

Its modern, highly efficient gen¬ 
erating plant will provide low-cost 
electricity to the 25,000 member- 
owners of three of Illinois’ 27 dis¬ 
tribution cooperatives: 

Egyptian Electric Cooperative 
Association of Steeleville; South¬ 
eastern Illinois Electric Coopera¬ 
tive, Inc., of Eldorado, and South¬ 
ern Illinois Electric Cooperative 
of Dongola. 

Early this month the virtually 
completed plant was being tested 

preparatory to start of production. 
Men like Ray S. Holt, president 

of Southern Illinois Power’s board 
of directors, and Thomas Cleven¬ 
ger, its manager, say this is good 
news for the entire lower part of 
Southern Illinois. 

Members of the three distribu¬ 
tion cooperatives no longer will 
depend on outside suppliers for 
their wholesale power. Instead 
their own ultra modern plant will 
supply their needs. And their own 
cooperatives are interested first, 
last and always in their membe s. 

Service to their members—not 
profits—is their goal. 

“We won’t have to worry about 
danger our own power supplier 
will increase our assessments just 
to make more money—and just 
because it can get by with it,” one 
cooperative member said happily. 
“Our future will be safer and more 
secure.” 

MR. HOLT and cooperative 
managers such as Roger C. Lentz 
of Eldorado and R. T. Reeves of 
Dongola long have maintained 
that strong electric cooperatives 
provide priceless benefits not only 
to cooperative members but also 
to residents of towns and cities ad¬ 
jacent to areas served by the co¬ 
operatives. 

The cooperatives, these men 
point out, set an example, estab¬ 
lish a “yardstick,” through which 
town and city residents can meas¬ 
ure fairness of rates charged by 
commercial utilities. This tends to 
keep commercial rates in line. And 
this trend will become more pro¬ 
nounced as Southern Illinois Pow¬ 
er Cooperative flourishes and de¬ 
velops into a strong servant of its 
members. 

(Continued on Page 31) 
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THIRD PLACE WINNER 

Even though he did not win a 
Youth-To-Washington bus trip, 

Lee Carlson, Donovan high school 
sophomore, was very well pleased 
with his third place prize, an auto¬ 
matic clock-radio. 

Shown above with Lee are his par¬ 
ents, Mr. and Mrs. H. A. Carlson, 
Watseka, r.r. 4, who have been 
E.I.P.C. members since 1946. Their 
farm is about three miles southwest of 
Donovan. 

We think this final paragraph of 
Lee’s essay is worthwhile reading for 
everybody: 

“The best protection rural America 
has against a monopoly in the field of 
electric power is our Electric Co-op. 
The neighborliness, the togetherness, 
the cooperation are the basis for a 
true democracy. Through our own 
Eastern Illinois Power Cooperative 
the rural people of the area have 
worked together to improve their own 
way of life. When the power is off for 
a period of time for one reason or an¬ 
other, I always wonder how people 
ever got along without it. Then Mom 
and Dad will begin to talk about how 
it was when we had no electricity at 
all and I am thankful that I live in a 
community served by the Eastern Illi¬ 
nois Power Cooperative.’’ 

Eastern fflinois Power Cooperative Paxton, ill. 

Board of Directors: President, G. N. Hodge; Vice-President, Howard Taylor; Secretary-Treasurer, 
R. L. Stanford; William F. Ringler; Holly J. Ludwig; Clement Ikins; Elbert Weston; John C. 
Anderson; John Poppe, Jr.; Durl A. Speckman; George Ficklin. 

1963 Essay Winners 

One of our two winners of Youth- 
To-Washington bus trips in this 

year’s essay contest, Marsha Leverich, 
at right, with her English teacher, 
Mrs. Rosemary Smith, of the Hen¬ 
ning High School staff. This is the 
third successive year that one of Mrs. 
Smith’s English students has been one 
of the trip winners. 

Marsha lives with her father and 
grandmother about nine miles south 
of Henning, almost within the city 
limits of Danville. Even though the 
Leverich home is on the lines of the 
commercial utility company serving 
the Danville area, Marsha was eli- 

Rex Hinkle, Jr., a junior at Ross- 
ville High School, pictured 

above with his parents, Rex and 
Kathryn Hinkle, Sr. of the rural Ross- 
ville community. Rex Jr. was also a 
bus-trip winner in this year’s essay 
contest. His winning essay (to be 
found on the .next page) was certainly 
one of the best that has been submit¬ 
ted in the three years your coopera¬ 
tive has sponsored contests. 

gible to enter the contest. One of the 
rules specified: 

“Contestants may live in town or 
in a rural area. It makes no differ¬ 
ence which power supplier provides 
electricity for their families.’’ 

Again this year quite a number of 
the 30 contestants lived in homes re¬ 
ceiving electric service from other 
power suppliers. That is one of the 
outstanding features of this contest; 
it gives so many young people and 
their families their first real under¬ 
standing of the rural electric coopera¬ 
tives of our state and nation. 

The Hinkles, have been members 
of E.I.P.C. since 1957. Their farm 
home west of Rossville is served by 
this cooperative. 

By the time this issue of your 
E.I.P.C. NEWS reaches our readers, 
Rex and Marsha should be back from 
their Washington trip. They and the 
other Illinois winners were sched¬ 
uled to leave Springfield, June 8, 
and return June 16. 

Service Calls 
To obtain quickest response on 

service calls, please telephone Pax¬ 
ton 185 during office hours. At all 
other times (when our radio station 
is NOT on the air) you are re¬ 
quested to call your nearest service¬ 
man. Their names are listed below 
for your convenience. 

Where To Call 
A. P. Barbieur Paxton 595 
Arthur J. King Paxton 271-J 
Donald Sharp  Paxton 740 
H. Workman  Paxton 713-L 
D. J. Barr  Paxton 1048 
I. M. Eichelberger  Paxton 704-J 
Jesse Fiets Gilman CO 5-4159 
E. Peterson  Gilman CO 5-7235 
E. G. Goldsby _.Gilman CO 5-7687 
Don Allison Hoopeston 462 
Dennis Rhodes  Hoopeston 1244 
G. Popejoy Cropsey 377-2581 
L. Tieman  Cropsey 377-2291 
H. Gustafson  Watseka ID 2-4614 
G. Twigg  Watseka ID 2-4346 
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EASTERN ILLINOIS 

POWm COOPERATIVE 

Other Essay 
Finalists 

iss 

In addition to the two top winners 
and the third place winner 

shown on the first page, these three 
young people were among the six 
finalists this year. Judging was con¬ 
ducted at the co-op office, Monday 
evening, May 6. Shown above is Carol 
Dixon, Wellington, r.r. 1. Carol is a 
junior who attends Wellington High 
School. Her parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
Carl Dixon have been E.I.P.C. mem¬ 
bers nearly 20 years. 

Next is a finalist repeater from 
last year, Pat Gallahue, a junior at 
Piper City High School. Her parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. John Gallahue, have 
been members since your co-op was 
organized. 

Finally we present another fine 
young American, Norman Butzow, al¬ 
so a Wellington High School junior. 
His father, Lewis Butzow became a 
co-op member in 1944. They live on 
r.r. 2, Milford. 

In general the essays were much 
better this year than in the other 
two years we have sponsored such 
contests. This shows to us that many 
young people have been doing rfiuch 
research about electric cooperatives. 
This, we believe, is good. 

Eastern Illinois Power Cooperative 
Good For My Community and Country 

By: Rex There is an old saying to the effect 
that everything has its bright side 

regardless of how dark it may seem. 
An outstanding example of the truth 
of that proverb is the Great Depres¬ 
sion. Although little good can be said 
of that period of misery and suffering 
for millions around the world, it 
brought into being the Rural Elec¬ 
trification Administration. Since May 
20, 1936, when President Roosevelt 
signed the Rural Electrification Act, 
millions of rural families have been 
relieved of much of their drudgery; 
and it has had an immense effect on 
the economy of the United States as 
a whole. 

In my own community, the Eastern 
Illinois Power Cooperative has been 
giving a stimulus to the surrounding 
area ever since it was organized in 
1937. With an annual payroll com¬ 
parable to that of a small business and 
with its necessary purchases of sup¬ 
plies, it has provided a steadying in¬ 
fluence to the region. Since there is 
always a need for electricity, it is 
not forced to lay off most of its em¬ 
ployees during a recession nor is 
there any danger of it becoming an 
obsolete industry for a long time to 
come. Thus the businesses of the 
community are assured of a stable 
market, and the municipal govern¬ 
ments have a constant source of in¬ 
come through the sales tax and prop¬ 
erty tax on the purchases and prop¬ 
erty of the cooperative. 

A much more important effect of 
the Eastern Illinois Electric Coopera¬ 
tive, however, has been the increased 
buying of member-consumers at the 
stores in the locality. In order to en¬ 
joy the benefits of electricity fully, 
they have bought products using that 
source of power and the necessary re¬ 
lated equipment having a total cost 
of over eighteen million dollars. 

Secretary of Commerce Hodges re¬ 
cently estimated that one worker is 
supported by every nine thousand 
dollars worth of products sold. Using 
the above figures, this added business 
alone has supported an average of 80 
jobs per year ever since the Cooper¬ 
ative was created! 

Not only has the introduction of 
low-cost electricity to the people of 
the community increased their buying, 
but it also has increased their buying 
power. No longer are farmers forced 
to employ so much hired help, be¬ 
cause they now have several electric 
motors which do many jobs faster, 
more efficiently, and much more 

Hinkle, Jr. 
cheaply than a human being. With 
the help of electrical equipment, 
they are able to farm more land and 
raise more livestock, thus increasing 
their income while at the same time 
decreasing their costs. 

Industries have been attracted to 
the territory served by the coopera¬ 
tive by the promise of a cheap source 
of power. Also, many old businesses 
have been able to continue operating 
in this modern world by using elec¬ 
tricity. With the steady decline in the 
number of farmers, these businesses 
are increasingly becoming the main 
source of income to many rural towns 
which might otherwise wither away. 

The cooperative has increased the 
safety of citizens in the community. 
Towns have been able to install 
bright street lights so that their resi¬ 
dents may now walk the streets after 
dark with much less danger of being 
robbed or harmed. On the farm, out¬ 
door lights have been placed at strate¬ 
gic locations to discourage thieves 
while providing illumination for 
night work. 

The staff of the cooperative has 
had a beneficial effect on the youth 
of the community. Providing help 
and information to students on 4-H 
and school science projects is nothing 
unusual to the staff members. Their 
interest whetted by the projects, many 
students have been stimulated to seek 
information on jobs which require 
a knowledge of electricity, many of 
which are vital to the welfare of my 
country, after receiving such help. 

As has been shown, the coopera¬ 
tive has greatly benefited the com¬ 
munity. In addition, these benefits 
have spread so that the whole nation 
has profited. Before the Eastern Illi¬ 
nois Power Cooperative and other 
simular organizations were founded, 
the farmers were in a dire economic 
situation. In fact, economists and his¬ 
torians agree that this state of affairs 
on the farms was a main cause of the 
Great Depression. 

Since then, with the help of elec¬ 
tricity, the farmer has raised his stand¬ 
ard of living to such an extent that he 
is no longer the “poor cousin” of the 
city dweller. As a result, the towns¬ 
men have prospered too, not only be¬ 
cause of the increased buying of the 
rural citizens but also because of the 
more equal balance of wealth between 
the two groups. Truly, the Eastern 
Illinois Electric Cooperative may be 
described as being “good for my com¬ 
munity and country.” 

$25 Bonus Offer to Members 
Do you need a new water heater? If you do, it is quite possible 

you can be eligible for a $25.00 cash bonus by installing a new electric 
heater now. Call, write or stop at your co-op office for details. 



From the St. Louis Post-Dispatch 

let's Get Rid Of REA 

Advocates Find Political 
Spokesman in Gold water 

Illinois electric cooperative 
members are not the only ones 
who have noted the increasing 
attacks led against their coop¬ 
eratives by the commercial 
utilities. 

Illinois Rural Electric News 
has predicted that these attacks 
will be intensified and that as 
their vehemence mounts, so 
will the concern — and the 
unity — of cooperative mem¬ 
bers. 

Countless Illinois coopera¬ 
tive members have watched 
with increasing concern and 
regret as these attacks have 
multiplied, and with waning 
hope that cooperatives may 
soon be left in peace. 

Increasingly they have be¬ 
come aware that cooperatives 
face relentless opposition 
which, if successful, will either 
destroy them or render them 
helpless to serve their mem¬ 
bers effectively. 

Other publications are rec¬ 
ognizing this danger. One is 
the St. Louis Post-Dispatch. 

A lead article in the June 
2, 1963, Sunday Editorial Sec¬ 
tion by Thomas W. Ottenad, 
veteran Washington corre¬ 
spondent of the newspaper, 
pinpoints the attacks — and 
what REA Administrator Nor¬ 
man M. Clapp is doing about 
them. 

The complete article is pub¬ 
lished here with permission of 
Arthur R. Bertelson, Post-Dis¬ 
patch managing editor.—John 
F. Temple. 

By Thomas W. Ottenad 
A Washington Correspondent 

of the Post-Dispatch 

/~\ne of the most intensive attacks 
ever waged against government 

aid in electrifying rural America 
has pitted a tall, quiet-spoken form¬ 
er country newspaper publisher 
against some of the nation’s best 
known politicians and most power¬ 
ful business groups. 

Leaders in an assault on the fed¬ 
erally financed rural electrification 
program include the Republican 
party’s “Mr. Conservative,” Senator 
Barry Goldwater, as well as private 
power companies, the United States 
Chamber of Commerce and the 
American Farm Bureau Federation. 

In an undeclared alliance that is 
becoming increasingly important in 
a number of fields, they are getting 
strong help from right-wing extrem¬ 
ists. 

THIS COMBINE has run into 
a determined opponent in Norman 
M. Clapp, administrator of the Ru¬ 
ral Electrification Administration, a 
former newspaper publisher. 

Clapp, a husky six-footer, is an 
old-fashioned liberal who is ready 
to battle for the things in which he 
believes. 

The struggle is an important one 
with consequences that reach far be¬ 
yond the narrow boundaries of pow¬ 
er policy. It already has become a 
political issue that may play a sig¬ 
nificant part in next year’s political 
campaigns. 

It also may affect the pace of de¬ 
velopment in rural areas. And it 
could in the long run have conse¬ 
quences affecting electric rates paid 
by city dwellers. 

The political aspects of the situ¬ 
ation are fascinating but difficult to 
analyze. In Goldwater’s case the 
REA program is strongest in the 
conservative areas where he himself 

has his greatest appeal—the South, 
rural Midwestern areas and the 
Mountain states. 

Whether his attacks on the pro¬ 
gram will cost him support in these 
sections remains to be seen. 

On the other hand, it is in some 
of these same districts, particularly 
the Mountain states, that the John 
Birchers and other extreme conserv¬ 
atives have been concentrating their 
efforts and achieving some of their 
most important gains. 

The rise of the neo-reactionaries 
could well mean a new antagonism 
to the REA program in the very 
areas where it has been strongest and 
where it has been most valuable. 

Some observers believe the recent 
wheat referendum, in which farmers 
rejected the Kennedy Administra¬ 
tion’s plan for strict production con¬ 
trols, may indicate that the ultra¬ 
conservative appeal to cut back fed¬ 
eral activities is making headway in 
rural America. 

LAST YEAR a battle over REA 
was an important factor in the elec¬ 
tion of Senator George McGovehi 
(D.-S. Dak.), a strong supporter of 
rural electrification. 

Some political observers expect 
that the issue will be an important 
one in the 1964 elections in a num¬ 
ber of Midwestern states. They find 
it difficult, however, to predict its 
consequences. 

The current attack on the rural 
electrification program centers on 
two main points—an assertion by 
opponents that REA has finished its 
job and should be dissolved, and ef¬ 
forts to halt increasing use of fed¬ 
eral funds to construct generation 
and transmission plants in addition 
to electric distribution systems. 

Goldwater, who has a fondness 
for simple solutions to complex 
problems, is the leading advocate of 
the “let’s get rid of REA” approach. 

Looking at the fact that 98 per 
cent of American farms now have 
electric service, slightly more than 
half of them served by REA coop¬ 
eratives, Goldwater comes to the 
conclusion he advocated in South 
Dakota last August: 

“REA in most states has outlined 
its usefulness.” Or, as he said in Den¬ 
ver early last month, “The REA 
should either be dissolved or revised 
so that it pays its own way.” 

CLAPP and others, however, 
point out that the choice is not 
as simple as Goldwater would make 
it appear. 

Co-ops that borrow money from 
REA at 2 per cent interest have 
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Cooperatives 
Facing 

Challenging 
Future 

Ora M. Snider, left, and Charles W. Witt see even greater service opportunities 
ahead for electric cooperations. 

M. J. M. Electric Cooperative 
has accomplished great things 

since it was organized April 5, 
1939, but a tremendous challenge 
lies ahead. The cooperative faces 
major responsibilities of service 
and leadership in a constantly im¬ 
proving area.”—Charles W. Witt. 

“Southern Illinois Power Coop¬ 
erative stands on the threshold of 
a great age during which it will 
play a vital role in the continuing 
development of a large section of 
Southern Illinois. Its success in 
meeting its challenge will mean a 
better way of life for every man, 
woman and child in the area.”— 
Ora M. Snider. 

In this spirit two electric coop¬ 
erative leaders have assumed new 
and promising positions of trust in 
the Illinois electric cooperative 
program. 

Mr. Witt, for nearly 18 years 
an M.J.M. lineman, on May 23 
became manager of M.J.M. with 
headquarters in Carlinville. He 
succeeds Mr. Snider, who on May 
27, assumed new duties as director 
of public relations for Southern 
Illinois Power Cooperative at 
Marion. 

“THE JOB AT M.J.M. is far 
from finished,” Mr. Witt said in 
a recent interview. “The oppor¬ 
tunity—and the need—for expand¬ 
ing service is great. The coopera¬ 
tive is sure to grow tremendously 
as the electric needs of its more 
than 5,250 member-owners expand. 

“This is a diversified coopera¬ 
tive. It is close to the heavily popu¬ 
lated metropolitan St. Louis area 
and there will be an influx of peo¬ 
ple from that area.- There will be 
increasing work opportunities and 
increasing demands for top flight 
recreational facilities. 

“M.J.M. through its able board 
of directors, its fine staff and its 
progressive, vigorous membership 
will meet that challenge. It will 
play an important role in the de¬ 
velopment of this prosperous, ex¬ 
panding area.” 

At Marion, Mr. Snider said 
Southern Illinois Power Coopera¬ 

tive already is starting its contri¬ 
butions to the improved recreation¬ 
al attractions of that area. 

“Fishing and boating on the 
2,300-acre Lake of Egypt, which is 
part of the 99,000-kilowatt generat¬ 
ing system built by the cooperative 
south of Marion, started June 1,” 
he said. 

“There were perhaps 100 fisher¬ 
men the first day. The lake has 
been stocked with more than a 
half-million fish. Numerous bass 
up to 4j/2 pounds were caught the 
first day, along with good croppie, 
bluegill and catfish.” 

There’s no charge for fishing on 
the beautiful Lake of Egypt, Mr. 
Snider said, but there is a charge 
of $18 a year for permission to use 
a boat on the lake. The charge is 
one dollar for one day and five 
dollars for two weeks. 

The money goes for a security 
patrol and other conveniences for 
fishermen. 

In addition to fishing, other 
recreational facilities will be de¬ 
veloped gradually until the lake 
area becomes one of the outstand¬ 
ing visitor attractions in the entire 
area, Mr. Snider said. 

BUT SOUTHERN Illinois Pow 
er Cooperative will do more than 
attract visitors bent on relaxation 
and fun. 

Its modern, highly efficient gen¬ 
erating plant will provide low-cost 
electricity to the 25,000 member- 
owners of three of Illinois’ 27 dis¬ 
tribution cooperatives: 

Egyptian Electric Cooperative 
Association of Steeleville; South¬ 
eastern Illinois Electric Coopera¬ 
tive, Inc., of Eldorado, and South¬ 
ern Illinois Electric Cooperative 
of Dongola. 

Early this month the virtually 
completed plant was being tested 

preparatory to start of production. 
Men like Ray S. Holt, president 

of Southern Illinois Power’s board 
of directors, and Thomas Cleven¬ 
ger, its manager, say this is good 
news for the entire lower part of 
Southern Illinois. 

Members of the three distribu¬ 
tion cooperatives no longer will 
depend on outside suppliers for 
their wholesale power. Instead 
their own ultra modern plant will 
supply their needs. And their own 
cooperatives are interested first, 
last and always in their membe s. 

Service to their members—not 
profits—is their goal. 

“We won’t have to worry about 
danger our own power supplier 
will increase our assessments just 
to make more money—and just 
because it can get by with it,” one 
cooperative member said happily. 
“Our future will be safer and more 
secure.” 

MR. HOLT and cooperative 
managers such as Roger C. Lentz 
of Eldorado and R. T. Reeves of 
Dongola long have maintained 
that strong electric cooperatives 
provide priceless benefits not only 
to cooperative members but also 
to residents of towns and cities ad¬ 
jacent to areas served by the co¬ 
operatives. 

The cooperatives, these men 
point out, set an example, estab¬ 
lish a “yardstick,” through which 
town and city residents can meas¬ 
ure fairness of rates charged by 
commercial utilities. This tends to 
keep commercial rates in line. And 
this trend will become more pro¬ 
nounced as Southern Illinois Pow¬ 
er Cooperative flourishes and de¬ 
velops into a strong servant of its 
members. 

(Continued on Page 31) 
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Illini Electric 
Illini Electric Cooperative Phone: 352-5241 

© NRECA 

Champaign. III. 

© NRECA 

©NRECA 

Control Climate 
Modern electric room air condi¬ 

tioners not only cool the air— 
they keep it dry, filtered free of 
dust and pollen. Windows and 
doors closed against the noise of 
outdoors means a quieter, more 
relaxed home—a boon to every 
member of the family. Some mod¬ 
ern room air conditioners even 
heat your rooms on cooler days— 
eliminating starting up the cen¬ 
tral heating system for temporary 
cool spells and chilly mornings. 

The room air conditioner, which 
entered the lives of most homeown¬ 
ers through the bedroom window, 
today has earned the right to the 
“run of the house.” It’s found up¬ 
stairs and downstairs, in living as 
well as sleeping areas. 

An air conditioner in the dining 
room helps to make meals a pleas¬ 
ure, even on the hottest, most hu¬ 
mid weather. A room air condition¬ 
er in the den or study is appreciated 
on hot summer evenings when 
trying tasks like balancing the bank 
statement must be done or when 
entertaining guests. 

This year a family can shop for 
an electric room air conditioner 
with less confusion and with more 
assurance of getting the unit with 
the cooling capacity they need. 

Following standards of the Na¬ 
tional Electrical Manufacturers 
Association, old “horsepower” and 
“ton” designations have been dis¬ 
carded in favor of the more accu¬ 
rate BTU system for rating the 
cooling capacity of air condition¬ 
ers. Now, quality air conditioners 
will carry this rating on their data 
plates. An appliance dealer who 
is given a few facts about the area 
to be air conditioned, can quickly 
determine the BTU capacity re¬ 
quired. He needs to know such 
things as size, use and location of 
room, how it is insulated plus num¬ 
ber of windows and direction they 
face. 

Remember—the cooperative will 
pay you a bonus of $15.00 when 
you install an air conditioner. Just 
notify the cooperative when the 
installation is complete. 

A DEGREE 

DAY? 

What it Means . . . 

A degree day is a measure of se- 
verity of cold weather and it 

takes into account both intensity 
and duration of cold temperatures. 
The “coldness” of a day is meas¬ 
ured by subtracting the average 
temperature for that day from 65 
degrees, which is the temperature 
at which most homes begin to re¬ 
quire heat. 

The temperature difference be¬ 
low 65 degrees becomes the num¬ 
ber of degree days for the heating 
days of a month or a winter are 
added together to give us a measure 
of the severity of the weather dur¬ 
ing that month or that winter. 

Illini Electric 
Mailing Address—P.O. Box 599, Cham¬ 

paign, Illinois. Phone—352-5241. 
Headquarters Location —1605 South 

Neil Street, South of Champaign on 
U.S. Route 45. 

Office Hours—8:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M., 
Monday through Friday—closed all 
day Saturday, Sunday and Holidays. 

Holidays Observed—New Years, Good 
Friday, Memorial Day, Fourth of 
July, Labor Day, Veterans’ Day, 
Thanksgiving and Christmas. 

Reporting Service Interruptions, 
Broken Poles and Fallen Wires— 

Phone—352-5241—day or night—7 
days a week. No reverse charge calls 
accepted. 



Essay Finalists 

Pictured above are the finalists in our 1963 Essay Contest. Left to right are: Doro¬ 
thy Ochs, Pesotum; Rita Moore, Ludlow; Gene Mathews, Tolono; Vicki Giblin, 
Sadorus, and Janice Adams, Pesotum. Miss Giblin’s winning essay is printed below. 

What Is An Electric 
Cooperative? 

By: Vicki Lynn Giblin 

hat is an electric cooperative? 
Even though this seems to be 

a simple question, it cannot be 
justly answered in one sentence. 
An electric cooperative is only one 
of the many systems of the Rural 
Electrification Administration. 

This Administration, organized 
within the Emergency Relief Act 
by President Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt, took a strong hold in 
the country after Wisconsin farm¬ 
er George A. Lewis urged his neigh¬ 
bors to form a cooperative, which 
he incorporated as a business as¬ 
sociation. He then petitioned the 
Rural Electrification Administra¬ 
tion for a loan to be used in the 
construction of power lines and 
the acquisition of electric power 
for the surrounding community. 

After Lewis’ project met with 
success, farmers throughout the 
country followed his example and 
set up electric cooperatives of their 
own. The systems grew with such 
rapidity that the Rural Electrifi¬ 
cation Administration was trans¬ 
ferred to the Department of Agri¬ 
culture under the Norris-Rayburn 
Act. Since that day of May in 1936, 
when the REA became an inde¬ 
pendent agency under the Depart¬ 
ment of Agriculture, it has ex¬ 

tended its service to over 50 per 
cent of America’s electrified farms 
through the rural electric coop¬ 
eratives. 

A cooperative is a private enter¬ 
prise established by a group of 
united persons to economize by 
eliminating the middleman almost 
completely. The organization is 
controlled, operated, and managed 
by the people who formed it. A 
cooperative is a nonprofit organi¬ 
zation which does very little adver¬ 
tising. A membership meeting is 
held annually at which time the 
board of directors is chosen. In do¬ 
ing this, each member has only 
one vote, no matter how much he 
has invested in the cooperative. An 
electric cooperative, therefore, is 
merely ah organization incorpo¬ 
rated under state law to distribute 
electric power to its members. 

The many electric cooperatives 
in the United States today com¬ 
pose the systems of the body, or 
the REA. These systems are very 
complex. The organs of manage¬ 
ment, distribution, and repair are 
only a few of the very important 
parts of these cooperative systems. 

The “tissues” composing the 
management organ are the man¬ 
ager, the board of directors, the 

office workers, and the consumers 
themselves. The board of directors 
select the man of their choice as 
the manager of the rural electric 
cooperative. The manager then 
chooses his own employees — in¬ 
cluding the office workers, the line¬ 
men, the electricians, and the other 
specialists in that field. 

The distribution organ’s com¬ 
ponents are also many. It requires 
linemen to erect the poles, to string 
the wire, to install the transform¬ 
ers, and set up the power relay 
stations. Without these essential 
parts, the electric cooperative 
would be absolutely useless. 

As the winter comes, ice storms, 
snow storms, and other weather 
conducive to the breaking down 
of lines along the circuit are bound 
to occur. During the other seasons, 
violent wind storms, rain storms, 
and even lightning tend to break 
wires, poles, or damage the trans¬ 
formers somewhere along the 
course of the rural lines. Skilled 
linemen are on the job almost im¬ 
mediately, regardless of the weath¬ 
er conditions, correcting the fault 
of the outage. These men,. along 
with their trucks, tools, and other 
repair equipment are indispensible 
to the life of an electric coopera¬ 
tive. 

Yet, what life would there be 
in an electric cooperative if there 
were no consumers to use the elec¬ 
tric current made possible by the 
organs and tissues of the coopera¬ 
tive? These consumer cells are in¬ 
numerable, irreplaceable parts of 
the vast body. They have many 
various parts, each using the elec¬ 
tric current. Disregarding the or¬ 
dinary household appliances, such 
as washers, refrigerators, toasters, 
water heaters, and others too num¬ 
erous to mention, there is still an 
abundance of devices which con¬ 
sume electric current. 

Through the organs and tissues 
of the rural electric cooperative, 
the farmer has gained much assist¬ 
ance in making his voluminous 
task of feeding the nation less dif¬ 
ficult. Since electricity came to the 
farm, many advances have been 
made in the equipment that a farm¬ 
er must use— milking and brood¬ 
ing facilities, as well as pumps, 
grain dryers, and repair equipment. 
It is impossible to imagine a farm 
today without the host of wonder¬ 
ful articles that the electric coop¬ 
erative has brought to it. 

Yes, this is an electric coopera¬ 
tive—bringing life in the form of 
electric power to America’s rural 
population—the heart of our great 
country! 



From the St. Louis Post-Dispatch 

let's Get Rid Of REA' 
Advocates Find Political 
Spokesman in Gold water 

Illinois electric cooperative 
members are not the only ones 
who have noted the increasing 
attacks led against their coop¬ 
eratives by the commercial 
utilities. 

Illinois Rural Electric News 
has predicted that these attacks 
will be intensified and that as 
their vehemence mounts, so 
will the concern — and the 
unity — of cooperative mem¬ 
bers. 

Countless Illinois coopera¬ 
tive members have watched 
with increasing concern and 
regret as these attacks have 
multiplied, and with waning 
hope that cooperatives may 
soon be left in peace. 

Increasingly they have be¬ 
come aware that cooperatives 
face relentless opposition 
which, if successful, will either 
destroy them or render them 
helpless to sei~ve their mem¬ 
bers effectively. 

Other publications are rec- 
ogriizing this danger. One is 
the St. Louis Post-Dispatch. 

A lead article in the June 
2, 1963, Sunday Editorial Sec¬ 
tion by Thomas W. Ottenad, 
veteran Washington corre¬ 
spondent of the newspaper, 
pinpoints the attacks — and 
what REA Administrator Nor¬ 
man M. Clapp is doing about 
them. 

The complete article is pub¬ 
lished here with permission of 
Arthur R. Bertelson, Post-Dis¬ 
patch managing editor.—John 
F. Temple. 

By Thomas W. Ottenad 
A Washington Correspondent 

of the Post-Dispatch 

of the most intensive attacks 
ever waged against government 

aid in electrifying rural America 
has pitted a tall, quiet-spoken form¬ 
er country newspaper publisher 
against some of the nation’s best 
known politicians and most power¬ 
ful business groups. 

Leaders in an assault on the fed¬ 
erally financed rural electrification 
program include the Republican 
party’s “Mr. Conservative,” Senator 
Barry Goldwater, as well as private 
power companies, the United States 
Chamber of Commerce and the 
American Farm Bureau Federation. 

In an undeclared alliance that is 
becoming increasingly important in 
a number of fields, they are getting 
strong help from right-wing extrem¬ 
ists. 

THIS COMBINE has run into 
a determined opponent in Norman 
M. Clapp, administrator of the Ru¬ 
ral Electrification Administration, a 
former newspaper publisher. 

Clapp, a husky six-footer, is an 
old-fashioned liberal who is ready 
to battle for the things in which he 
believes. 

The struggle is an important one 
with consequences that reach far be¬ 
yond the narrow boundaries of pow¬ 
er policy. It already has become a 
political issue that may play a sig¬ 
nificant part in next year’s political 
campaigns. 

It also may affect the pace of de¬ 
velopment in rural areas. And it 
could in the long run have conse¬ 
quences affecting electric rates paid 
by city dwellers. 

The political aspects of the situ¬ 
ation are fascinating but difficult to 
analyze. In Goldwater’s case the 
REA program is strongest in the 
conservative areas where he himself 

has his greatest appeal—the South, 
rural Midwestern areas and the 
Mountain states. 

Whether his attacks on the pro¬ 
gram will cost him support in these 
sections remains to be seen. 

On the other hand, it is in some 
of these 'same districts, particularly 
the Mountain states, that the John 
Birchers and other extreme conserv¬ 
atives have been concentrating their 
efforts and achieving some of their 
most important gains. 

The rise of the neo-reactionaries 
could well mean a new antagonism 
to the REA program in the very 
areas where it has been strongest and 
where it has been most valuable. 

Some observers believe the recent 
wheat referendum, in which farmers 
rejected the Kennedy Administra¬ 
tion’s plan for strict production con¬ 
trols, may indicate that the ultra- 
conservative appeal to cut back fed¬ 
eral activities is making headway in 
rural America. 

LAST YEAR a battle over REA 
was an important factor in the elec¬ 
tion of Senator George McGovefn 
(D.-S. Dak.), a strong supporter of 
rural electrification. 

Some political observers expect 
that the issue will be an important 
one in the 1964 elections in a num¬ 
ber of Midwestern states. They find 
it difficult, however, to predict its 
consequences. 

The current attack on the rural 
electrification program centers on 
two main points—an assertion by 
opponents that REA has finished its 
job and should be dissolved, and ef¬ 
forts to halt increasing use of fed¬ 
eral funds to construct generation 
and transmission plants in addition 
to electric distribution systems. 

Goldwater, who has a fondness 
for simple solutions to complex 
problems, is the leading advocate of 
the “let’s get rid of REA” approach. 

Looking at the fact that 98 per 
cent of American farms now have 
electric service, slightly more than 
half of them served by REA coop¬ 
eratives, Goldwater comes to the 
conclusion he advocated in South 
Dakota last August: 

“REA in most states has outlined 
its usefulness.” Or, as he said in Den¬ 
ver early last month, “The REA 
should either be dissolved or revised 
so that it pays its own way.” 

CLAPP and others, however, 
point out that the choice is not 
as simple as Goldwater would make 
it appear. 

Co-ops that borrow money from 
REA at 2 per cent interest have 
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Ora M. Snider, left, and Charles W. Witt see even greater service opportunities 
ahead for electric cooperations. 

looDerafives 
I ilvilIU 

Challenging 

M. J. M. Electric Cooperative 
has accomplished great things 

since it was organized April 5, 
1939, but a tremendous challenge 
lies ahead. The cooperative faces 
major responsibilities of service 
and leadership in a constantly im¬ 
proving area.”—Charles W. Witt. 

“Southern Illinois Power Coop¬ 
erative stands on the threshold of 
a great age during which it will 
play a vital role in the continuing 
development of a large section of 
Southern Illinois. Its success in 
meeting its challenge will mean a 
better way of life for every man, 
woman and child in the area.”— 
Ora M. Snider. 

In this spirit two electric coop¬ 
erative leaders have assumed new 
and promising positions of trust in 
the Illinois electric cooperative 
program. 

Mr. Witt, for nearly 18 years 
an M.J.M. lineman, on May 23 
became manager of M.J.M. with 
headquarters in Carlinville. He 
succeeds Mr. Snider, who on May 
27, assumed new duties as director 
of public relations for Southern 
Illinois Power Cooperative at 
Marion. 

“THE JOB AT M.J.M. is far 
from finished,” Mr. Witt said in 
a recent interview. “The oppor¬ 
tunity—and the need—for expand¬ 
ing service is great. The coopera¬ 
tive is sure to grow tremendously 
as the electric needs of its more 
than 5,250 member-owners expand. 

“This is a diversified coopera¬ 
tive. It is close to the heavily popu¬ 
lated metropolitan St. Louis area 
and there will be an influx of peo¬ 
ple from that area. There will be 
increasing work opportunities and 
increasing demands for top flight 
recreational facilities. 

“M.J.M. through its able board 
of directors, its fine staff and its 
progressive, vigorous membership 
will meet that challenge. It will 
play an important role in the de¬ 
velopment of this prosperous, ex¬ 
panding area.” 

At Marion, Mr. Snider said 
Southern Illinois Power Coopera- 
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tive already is starting its contri¬ 
butions to the improved recreation¬ 
al attractions of that area. 

“Fishing and boating on the 
2,300-acre Lake of Egypt, which is 
part of the 99,000-kilowatt generat¬ 
ing system built by the cooperative 
south of Marion, started June 1,” 
he said. 

“There were perhaps 100 fisher¬ 
men the first day. The lake has 
been stocked with more than a 
half-million fish. Numerous bass 
up to 41/2 pounds were caught the 
first day, along with good croppie, 
bluegill and catfish.” 

There’s no charge for fishing on 
the beautiful Lake of Egypt, Mr. 
Snider said, but there is a charge 
of $18 a year for permission to use 
a boat on the lake. The charge is 
one dollar for one day and five 
dollars for two weeks. 

The money goes for a security 
patrol and other conveniences for 
fishermen. 

In addition to fishing, other 
recreational facilities will be de¬ 
veloped gradually until the lake 
area becomes one of the outstand¬ 
ing visitor attractions in the entire 
area, Mr. Snider said. 

BUT SOUTHERN Illinois Pow¬ 
er Cooperative will do more than 
attract visitors bent on relaxation 
and fun. 

Its modern, highly efficient gen¬ 
erating plant will provide low-cost 
electricity to the 25,000 member- 
owners of three of Illinois’ 27 dis¬ 
tribution cooperatives: 

Egyptian Electric Cooperative 
Association of Steeleville; South¬ 
eastern Illinois Electric Coopera¬ 
tive, Inc., of Eldorado, and South¬ 
ern Illinois Electric Cooperative 
of Dongola. 

Early this month the virtually 
completed plant was being tested 

preparatory to start of production. 
Men like Ray S. Holt, president 

of Southern Illinois Power’s board 
of directors, and Thomas Cleven¬ 
ger, its manager, say this is good 
news for the entire lower part of 
Southern Illinois. 

Members of the three distribu¬ 
tion cooperatives no longer will 
depend on outside suppliers for 
their wholesale power. Instead 
their own ultra modern plant will 
supply their needs. And their own 
cooperatives are interested first, 
last and always in their membe s. 

Service to their members—not 
profits—is their goal. 

“We won’t have to worry about 
danger our own power supplier 
will increase our assessments just 
to make more money—and just 
because it can get by with it,” one 
cooperative member said happily. 
“Our future will be safer and more 
secure.” 

MR. HOLT and cooperative 
managers such as Roger C. Lentz 
of Eldorado and R. T. Reeves of 
Dongola long have maintained 
that strong electric cooperatives 
provide priceless benefits not only 
to cooperative members but also 
to residents of towns and cities ad¬ 
jacent to areas served by the co¬ 
operatives. 

The cooperatives, these men 
point out, set an example, estab¬ 
lish a “yardstick,” through which 
town and city residents can meas¬ 
ure fairness of rates charged by 
commercial utilities. This tends to 
keep commercial rates in line. And 
this trend will become more pro¬ 
nounced as Southern Illinois Pow¬ 
er Cooperative flourishes and de¬ 
velops into a strong servant of its 
members. 

(Continued on Page 31) 
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I.VE.C. COMMENTS 
Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative 

Tinder the guise of a friendly move 
“favorable to electric cooper¬ 

atives” the commercial utilities recent¬ 
ly introduced House Bill 1189 to the 
75rd General Assembly of Illinois. 

A look at the bill reveals that it 
certainly is not friendly to the inter¬ 
ests of electric cooperatives. As a 
matter of fact, the bill is actually dead¬ 
ly to the future of electric cooper¬ 
atives. 

Under its terms, electric cooperatives 
would be classed as public utilities 
and subject to jurisdiction of the 
Illinois Commerce Commission. 

As consumer-owned, local business¬ 
es, operating under the General Not- 
for-Profit Act of the State of Illinois, 
the electric cooperatives are not pub¬ 
lic utilities and cannot be classified as 
such. To do so would violate their 
charters and the intents and purposes 
of the Illinois people who organized 
and now own, regulate, operate and 
control their own businesses. 

The intent of the power companies 
in sponsoring such legislation becomes 
clear as they make no attempt to 
classify similar organizations such as 
mutual telephone companies and co¬ 
operatives or municipally-owned and 
operated utilities as public utilities. 
Electric cooperatives have been singled 
out in order to make it difficult for 
them to operate under reasonable con¬ 
ditions. 

Member-owners of Illinois Valley 
and other electric cooperatives have 
kept their rates low as they control 
them just as all phases of their elec¬ 
tric businesses. This then eliminates 
rate fixing as a reason for having co¬ 
operatives under the Commerce Com¬ 
mission. 

Under the Commerce Commission, 
electric cooperatives would have to 
spend much money and time for hear¬ 
ings in Springfield on extension of 
service through so-called certificates of 
convenience and necessity. 

Thus the commercial utilities are 
aiming at the destruction of electric 
cooperatives by a slow but sure pro¬ 
cess of bankrupting them. 

Then there could be a return to 
“the good old days” when the com¬ 
mercial companies had a monopoly on 
the rural electric business, and under 
which only 12.3 per cent of Illinois 
farms had central station electric 
service in 1935. 

By June, 1962, thanks largely to the 
success of the electric cooperatives, 

Princeton, III. 

98.5 per cent of Illinois farms had cen¬ 
tral station electricity. 

Now, after all the hard work, sweat 
and tears of the member-owners of the 
electric cooperatives, the commercial 
utilities want to step in and take over 
these successful, going local bus¬ 
inesses. 

Some 140,000 member-owners of 
electric cooperatives respond with a 
loud, “No, thanks!”, to this generous 
offer of the commercial power com¬ 
panies. 

Many of these members remember 
only too well how they tried in vain 
for years to get electricity to their 
farms but were met with defeat at 
every turn. Of course the rural peo¬ 
ple could have obtained electricity if 
they had wanted to pay high costs of 
line installation, turn the lines back 
to the power companies and agree to 
a high minimum electric bill in addi¬ 
tion. 

In the meantime, while all this high¬ 
handedness and stalling by the power 
companies was going on, the farmers 
were continuing to break their backs 
for many unnecessary years with hand 
chores and labor which electricity 
would have eased. 

The commercial power companies 
now recognize their errors in the rural 
electric business, but it is far too late 
for them to expect rural electric co¬ 
operative member-owners to trust their 
intentions. 

“Fair Play” territorial legislation 
presented by the electric cooperatives 
to the 73rd General Assembly in the 
form of Senate Bill 1084 is actually 
“friendly” to all suppliers of electric 
power — commercial, municipal and 
electric cooperatives. 

This legislation is based on the con¬ 
cept that the prosperity of an area is 
dependent upon an adequate supply 
of electric power in rural areas as 
well as in cities and towns on terms 
that are fair and reasonable. 

Electric cooperatives, commercial 
public utilities and municipal systems 
must have the full opportunity to 
serve all loads in their areas—the big¬ 
ger and better loads as well as the 
small expensive ones. 

The legislation sponsored by the 
electric cooperatives provides that: 
1. One Illinois electric supplier 

would not duplicate the facilities of 
another electric supplier or invade an 
area in which another electric sup¬ 

plier had already made an investment 
to serve. 

2. No electric supplier outside mu¬ 
nicipal limits in Illinois shall take a 
consumer already being served by an¬ 
other electric supplier unless the serv¬ 
ice being rendered is unsatisfactory. 

3. If a new consumer is within 
1,000 feet of the existing facilities of 
only one power supplier, that power 
supplier shall have the right to serve 
the new consumer. Without written 
consent from the power supplier with¬ 
in 1,000 feet, another power supplier 
would not construct or extend its fa¬ 
cilities to serve such a consumer. 

4. If two power suppliers have ex¬ 
isting facilities within 1,000 feet of a 
new consumer, the closer of the two 
shall have the right to serve such new 
consumer. 

5. If no power supplier has exist¬ 
ing facilities within 1,000 feet of a 
new consumer, the new consumer has 
the right to choose which supplier 
shall serve him. 

6. Courts of original, general and 
unlimited jurisdiction of Illinois shall 
have power to enforce compliance 
with the Act. 

7. Nothing in the legislation af¬ 
fects the absolute right of a municipal 
corporation from serving its own cit¬ 
izens with electric power within pres¬ 
ent or future boundaries. 

8. The legislation is a self-execut¬ 
ing document designed to protect the 
investment of all power suppliers from 
encroachment of another power sup¬ 
plier on its rights as an Illinois bus¬ 
iness. 

9. It recognizes the rights of dif¬ 
ferent types of power suppliers and 
provides for equal rights for all. 

10. It provides no special privileges 
• for the Electric Cooperatives, nor for 

any other supplier. 
11. It recognizes the inherent right 

of municipal government to provide 
such services for its citizens and the 
rights of rural people to own and con¬ 
trol their own businesses — be they 
electric distribution and transmission 
systems, a saw mill, a grocery store, a 
feed mill or any other type of bus¬ 
iness they might choose to own and 
operate. 

The underlying principle of the 
legislation is to provide best electric 
service possible at the lowest possible 
cost to all citizens of Illinois. This in¬ 
cludes the local Illinois citizens who 
own and control the electric cooper¬ 
atives as well as consumers of other 
types of power suppliers. 

Member-owners of Illinois electric 
cooperatives, realize that they are only 
a small part of the electric supply 
business. They know that the job of 
furnishing electric power in abundant 
supply is one that will always take 
the combined efforts of commercial 
utility companies, municipal systems 
and electric cooperatives. 

All they ask is the opportunity to 
continue doing the job for some 140,- 
000 rural citizens of Illinois. 

Electric Cooperatives' Bill 
Fair To All Power Suppliers 



Galva High School Students 
Win Washington, D.C. Trip 

Linda Moffitt 

i^ongratulations are in order for two 
students from Illinois Valley’s 

service area, for winning the essay 

Bernie Lipke 

contest and a trip to Washington, 
D. C. 

Winners of the week-long, all-ex¬ 

Commercial Utilities Get 
Huge Tax Subsidy Benefits 
As of December 31, 1961, all Illinois 

commercial utility cotnpanies had 
accumulated $116,700,000 in fast tax 
write-offs which amount to a virtual 
subsidy. 

This money was actually collected 
frofti the power company customers as 
part of their electric bills, and is be¬ 
ing held for supposed future payment 
to the government. 

The total of this money exceeds by 
more than $5-million the total amount 
of money borrowed and being repaid 
with interest by all the electric co¬ 
operatives of Illinois as of the same 
date. 

These millions which the commer¬ 
cial utility companies are holding are 
being used by them—interest free— 
and amount to a subsidy pure and 
simple. 

As of December 31, 1961, Illinois 
electric cooperatives had borrowed 
$111,796,279 and had repaid $16,828,- 
447 on time scheduled payments with 
interest of $27,887,907. In addition 
they paid $7,843,447 in advance pay¬ 
ments ahead of due date. 

The commercial utility companies 
are claiming that the electric cooper¬ 
atives are getting a subsidy by bor¬ 
rowing money from the Rural Elec¬ 
trification Administration at 2 per 
cent interest. 

This rate was 3 per cent in 1935 
and in 1936 was made flexible to equal 
the rate paid by the U. S. Treasury 

on long-term bonds. REA borrowers 
paid rates ranging from 2.46 to 2.88 
per cent under these terms. 

Congress in 1944, seeing the need to 
set a stable, reasonable rate, placed 
the rate at 2 per cent for 35-year 
loans. At that time, the government 
was actually borrowing money for as 
low as less than one-half of one per 
cent. Congress considered that the 2 
per cent rate would be fair over the 
long run to both the rural electric 
systems and the government. 

Economists estimate that interest 
paid by the electric cooperatives over 
the years, has averaged out to the cost 
of money to the government. 

As a result of this agreement be¬ 
tween the government, serving as 
banker, and the electric cooperatives 
as borrowers, rural Illinuis today is 
more than 98 per cent electrified. 

Thus, member-owned electric co¬ 
operatives have kept their promise to 
provide area coverage even though 
revenue from some members is low. 

Commercial utilities know that a 
sharp increase in the interest rate 
would bring a halt to electric cooper¬ 
ative systems improvements, and would 
kill any possibility of building gen¬ 
erating and transmission facilities. The 
result would be the death of the elec¬ 
tric cooperatives. 

If electric cooperatives fade from 
the Illinois countryside, rural people 
would again be at the mercy of the 
profit-hungry commercial suppliers. 

pense paid tour sponsored by the co¬ 
operative were Linda Moffitt, 16, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Howard E. 
Moffitt, Victoria, r.r.l, and Bernie 
Lipke, 16, son of Mr. and Mrs. Frank 
Lipke, Box 178, Galva, r.r.2. Both are 
students of Galva High School. 

More than 50 students from high 
schools throughout the Illinois Val¬ 
ley service area submitted essays. Of 
course all couldn’t win, but all learned 
about the importance of the cooper¬ 
ative’s contribution to our many com¬ 
munity areas. 

Students had fun and they “pre¬ 
pared themselves to assume their fu¬ 
ture roles as citizens of Illinois,” 
Thomas H. Moore, Springfield, said. 
Moore, general manager of the Asso¬ 
ciation of Illinois Electric Cooper¬ 
atives, added that all students par¬ 
ticipating in the contests throughout 
Illinois learned the story of the forma¬ 
tion and success of electric cooper¬ 
atives. 

“This rural electrification story,” 
Moore pointed out, “is a great ex¬ 
ample of democracy in action in its 
finest sense. It tells of the bi-partisan 
support of the Rural Electrification 
Act by the late U. S. Senator George 
Norris, Rep., Neb., and the late Con¬ 
gressman Sam Rayburn, Dem., Texas, 
and its signing by President Franklin 
D. Roosevelt. 

“Heart of the story of course is the 
actual formation and activation of 
the electric cooperatives themselves,” 
Moore said. “Rural people banded to¬ 
gether to get electric service for them¬ 
selves through their locally-owned, lo¬ 
cally-member-controlled cooperatives.” 

Making the annual bus trip to 
Washington, June 8-16, were 34 out¬ 
standing high school student winners 
representing 16 of the 27 Illinois Elec¬ 
tric Cooperatives. Winners were se¬ 
lected from several hundred students 
who wrote essays about the value of 
electric cooperatives to their areas and 
nearby communities and to all Illinois. 

Illinois Valley 
Mailing Address—RFD No. 5, Princeton, 

Illinois. Telephone 3-1331. Your head¬ 
quarters building is located at the west 
edge of Princeton on U.S. Highway 6-34, 
one mile west of Princeton Post Office 
on the South Side of highway. 

Office Hours—8:00 A.M.-5:00 P.M. Mon¬ 
day through Friday. Closed all day Sat¬ 
urday and Holidays. 

Reporting Interruptions in Service 
Princeton Area—Monday through Fri¬ 
day 8:00 A.M.-5:00 P.M. Phone 3-1331. 
After hours, Frank Lewis, General 
Foreman, 3-6157; Ralph Martin, Main¬ 
tenance Foreman, 3-8973; William Green¬ 
back, 2-6134; Harry Dali, 2-2252; Floyd 
Christiansen, 3-6522. 
Galva Area—Stanley Ballard, Webster 
2-3432; and Robert Lewis, Webster 
2- 3693. Call local members before calling 
Princeton. 
Ottawa Area — Jack Lewis, Hemstead 
3- 2987; and Farrel Brooks, Hemstead 
3-0402. 

CALL LOCAL NUMBERS 
BEFORE CALLING PRINCETON. 



From the St. Louis Post-Dispatch 

'Let's Get Rid Of REA 
Advocates Find Political 
Spokesman in Goldwater 

Illinois electric cooperative 
members are not the only ones 
who have noted the increasing 
attacks led against their coop¬ 
eratives by the commercial 
utilities. 

Illinois Rural Electric News 
has predicted that these attacks 
will be intensified and that as 
their vehemence mounts, so 
will the concern — and the 
unity — of cooperative mem¬ 
bers. 

Countless Illinois coopera¬ 
tive members have watched 
with increasing concern and 
regret as these attacks have 
multiplied, and with waning 
hope that cooperatives may 
soon be left in peace. 

Increasingly they have be¬ 
come aware that cooperatives 
face relentless opposition 
which, if successful, will either 
destroy them or render them 
helpless to serve their mem¬ 
bers effectively. 

Other publications are rec¬ 
ognizing this danger. One is 
the St. Louis Post-Dispatch. 

A lead article in the June 
2, 1963, Sunday Editorial Sec¬ 
tion by Thomas W. Ottenad, 
veteran Washington corre¬ 
spondent of the newspaper, 
pinpoints the attacks — and 
what REA Administrator Nor¬ 
man M. Clapp is doing about 
them. 

The complete article is pub¬ 
lished here with permission of 
Arthur R. Bertelson, Post-Dis¬ 
patch managing editor.—John 
F. Temple. 

By Thomas W. Ottenad 
A Washington Correspondent 

of the Post-Dispatch 

/~\ne of the most intensive attacks 
ever waged against government 

aid in electrifying rural America 
has pitted a tall, quiet-spoken form¬ 
er country newspaper publisher 
against some of the nation’s best 
known politicians and most power¬ 
ful business groups. 

Leaders in an assault on the fed¬ 
erally financed rural electrification 
program include the Republican 
party’s “Mr. Conservative,” Senator 
Barry Goldwater, as well as private 
power companies, the United States 
Chamber of Commerce and the 
American Farm Bureau Federation. 

In an undeclared alliance that is 
becoming increasingly important in 
a number of fields, they are getting 
strong help from right-wing extrem¬ 
ists. 

THIS COMBINE has run into 
a determined opponent in Norman 
M. Clapp, administrator of the Ru¬ 
ral Electrification Administration, a 
former newspaper publisher. 

Clapp, a husky six-footer, is an 
old-fashioned liberal who is ready 
to battle for the things in which he 
believes. 

The struggle is an important one 
with consequences that reach far be¬ 
yond the narrow boundaries of pow¬ 
er policy. It already has become a 
political issue that may play a sig¬ 
nificant part in next year’s political 
campaigns. 

It also may affect the pace of de¬ 
velopment in rural areas. And it 
could in the long run have conse¬ 
quences affecting electric rates paid 
by city dwellers. 

The political aspects of the situ¬ 
ation are fascinating but difficult to 
analyze. In Goldwater’s case the 
REA program is strongest in the 
conservative areas where he himself 

has his greatest appeal—the South, 
rural Midwestern areas and the 
Mountain states. 

Whether his attacks on the pro¬ 
gram will cost him support in these 
sections remains to be seen. 

On the other hand, it is in some 
of these same districts, particularly 
the Mountain states, that the John 
Birchers and other extreme conserv¬ 
atives have been concentrating their 
efforts and achieving some of their 
most important gains. 

The rise of the neo-reactionaries 
could well mean a new antagonism 
to the REA program in the very 
areas where it has been strongest and 
where it has been most valuable. 

Some observers believe the recent 
wheat referendum, in which farmers 
rejected the Kennedy Administra¬ 
tion’s plan for strict production con¬ 
trols, may indicate that the ultra¬ 
conservative appeal to cut back fed¬ 
eral activities is making headway in 
rural America. 

LAST YEAR a battle over REA 
was an important factor in the elec¬ 
tion of Senator George McGovetn 
(D.-S. Dak.), a strong supporter of 
rural electrification. 

Some political observers expect 
that the issue will be an important 
one in the 1964 elections in a num¬ 
ber of Midwestern states. They find 
it difficult, however, to predict its 
consequences. 

The current attack on the rural 
electrification program centers on 
two main points—an assertion by 
opponents that REA has finished its 
job and should be dissolved, and ef¬ 
forts to halt increasing use of fed¬ 
eral funds to construct generation 
and transmission plants in addition 
to electric distribution systems. 

Goldwater, who has a fondness 
for simple solutions to complex 
problems, is the leading advocate of 
the “let’s get rid of REA” approach. 

Looking at the fact that 98 per 
cent of American farms now have 
electric service, slightly more than 
half of them served by REA coop¬ 
eratives, Goldwater comes to the 
conclusion he advocated in South 
Dakota last August: 

“REA in most states has outlined 
its usefulness.” Or, as he said in Den¬ 
ver early last month, “The REA 
should either be dissolved or revised 
so that it pays its own way.” 

CLAPP and others, however, 
point out that the choice is not 
as simple as Goldwater would make 
it appear. 

Co-ops that borrow money from 
REA at 2 per cent interest have 
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Cooperatives 
Facing 

Challenging 
Future 

Ora M. Snider, left, and Charles W. Witt see even greater service opportunities 
ahead for electric cooperations. 

M. J. M. Electric Cooperative 
has accomplished great things 

since it was organized April 5, 
1939, but a tremendous challenge 
lies ahead. The cooperative faces 
major responsibilities of service 
and leadership in a constantly im¬ 
proving area.”—Charles W. Witt. 

“Southern Illinois Power Coop¬ 
erative stands on the threshold of 
a great age during which it will 
play a vital role in the continuing 
development of a large section of 
Southern Illinois. Its success in 
meeting its challenge will mean a 
better way of life for every man, 
woman and child in the area.”— 
Ora M. Snider. 

In this spirit two electric coop¬ 
erative leaders have assumed new 
and promising positions of trust in 
the Illinois electric cooperative 
program. 

Mr. Witt, for nearly 18 years 
an M.J.M. lineman, on May 23 
became manager of M.J.M. with 
headquarters in Carlinville. He 
succeeds Mr. Snider, who on May 
27, assumed new duties as director 
of public relations for Southern 
Illinois Power Cooperative at 
Marion. 

“THE JOB AT M.J.M. is far 
from finished,” Mr. Witt said in 
a recent interview. “The oppor¬ 
tunity—and the need—for expand¬ 
ing service is great. The coopera¬ 
tive is sure to grow tremendously 
as the electric needs of its more 
than 5,250 member-owners expand. 

“This is a diversified coopera¬ 
tive. It is close to the heavily popu¬ 
lated metropolitan St. Louis area 
and there will be an influx of peo¬ 
ple from that area. There will be 
increasing work opportunities and 
increasing demands for top flight 
recreational facilities. 

“M.J.M. through its able board 
of directors, its fine staff and its 
progressive, vigorous membership 
will meet that challenge. It will 
play an important role in the de¬ 
velopment of this prosperous, ex¬ 
panding area.” 

At Marion, Mr. Snider said 
Southern Illinois Power Coopera- 
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tive already is starting its contri¬ 
butions to the improved recreation¬ 
al attractions of that area. 

“Fishing and boating on the 
2,300-acre Lake of Egypt, which is 
part of the 99,000-kilowatt generat¬ 
ing system built by the cooperative 
south of Marion, started June 1,” 
he said. 

“There were perhaps 100 fisher¬ 
men the first day. The lake has 
been stocked with more than a 
half-million fish. Numerous bass 
up to 41/2 pounds were caught the 
first day, along with good croppie, 
bluegill and catfish.” 

There’s no charge for fishing on 
the beautiful Lake of Egypt, Mr. 
Snider said, but there is a charge 
of $18 a year for permission to use 
a boat on the lake. The charge is 
one dollar for one day and five 
dollars for two weeks. 

The money goes for a security 
patrol and other conveniences for 
fishermen. 

In addition to fishing, other 
recreational facilities will be de¬ 
veloped gradually until the lake 
area becomes one of the outstand¬ 
ing visitor attractions in the entire 
area, Mr. Snider said. 

BUT SOUTHERN Illinois Pow¬ 
er Cooperative will do more than 
attract visitors bent on relaxation 
and fun. 

Its modem, highly efficient gen¬ 
erating plant will provide low-cost 
electricity to the 25,000 member- 
owners of three of Illinois’ 27 dis¬ 
tribution cooperatives: 

Egyptian Electric Cooperative 
Association of Steeleville; South¬ 
eastern Illinois Electric Coopera¬ 
tive, Inc., of Eldorado, and South¬ 
ern Illinois Electric Cooperative 
of Dongola. 

Early this month the virtually 
completed plant was being tested 

preparatory to start of production. 
Men like Ray S. Holt, president 

of Southern Illinois Power’s board 
of directors, and Thomas Cleven¬ 
ger, its manager, say this is good 
news for the entire lower part of 
Southern Illinois. 

Members of the three distribu¬ 
tion cooperatives no longer will 
depend on outside suppliers for 
their wholesale power. Instead 
their own ultra modern plant will 
supply their needs. And their own 
cooperatives are interested first, 
last and always in their membe s. 

Service to their members—not 
profits—is their goal. 

“We won’t have to worry about 
danger our own power supplier 
will increase our assessments just 
to make more money—and just 
because it can get by with it,” one 
cooperative member said happily. 
“Our future will be safer and more 
secure.” 

MR. HOLT and cooperative 
managers such as Roger C. Lentz 
of Eldorado and R. T. Reeves of 
Dongola long have maintained 
that strong electric cooperatives 
provide priceless benefits not only 
to cooperative members but also 
to residents of towns and cities ad¬ 
jacent to areas served by the co¬ 
operatives. 

The cooperatives, these men 
point out, set an example, estab¬ 
lish a “yardstick,” through which 
town and city residents can meas¬ 
ure fairness of rates charged by 
commercial utilities. This tends to 
keep commercial rates in line. And 
this trend will become more pro¬ 
nounced as Southern Illinois Pow¬ 
er Cooperative flourishes and de¬ 
velops into a strong servant of its 
members. 

(Continued on Page 31) 
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Monroe County Electric News 
Monroe County Electric Cooperative Waterloo, Illinois 

Youth-to-Washington Contest Winners 

Left to right: Judith Mildred Fischer, Jo Ann Marie Herrmann, Mrs. C. M. 
Douglas, Pat Dougherty, and Diana Margaret Warren. Picture by courtesy of 
Waterloo Times. 

had 18 young folks, whose par- 
” ents are members of the cooper¬ 

ative, register for the Youth-to-Wash¬ 
ington Essay Contest. Of the 18, ten 
submitted essays. 

The judges for the contest were 
Herman Dalkert, editor of the Water¬ 
loo Times; Mrs. Ruth Hahn, English 
instructor at the Waterloo High 
School; Mr. Arlin Obst, farm adviser; 
and Mrs. Arlin Obst. The judges se¬ 
lected the best four of the essays to be 
presented to the meeting of the par¬ 
ents and board of directors on May 
8, 1963. Of the ten, four were to be 
selected as first, second, third and 
fourth winners. Each contestant read 
their essay and were asked questions 
by the judges. After all essays had been 
read, the judges went into conference 
and selected the winners, as follows; 

Miss Diana Margaret Warren, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Milan A. 
Warren, E. Carondelet, r..r 1, a stu¬ 
dent of Dupo High School, Dupo. 

The second winner in the contest 
was Miss Pat Dougherty, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Leo J. Dougherty, Wa¬ 
terloo, r.r. 4, a student of SS Peter & 
Paul High School of Waterloo. 

The two above mentioned winners 
will make the trip to Washington, 
D.C. They will leave on a Greyhound 
Bus on June 8, and return to Spring- 
field on June 16. 

The third place winner was Jo Ann 
Marie Herrmann, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Leo Herrmann, Columbia, r.r 1. 
She is a student at SS Peter 8c Paul 
High School, Waterloo. She received 
as a gift a clock radio. 

Fourth place in the contest went to 
Judith Mildred Fischer, daughter of 

Mr. and Mrs. Gilbert Fischer, Free- 
burg, r.r. 1, and a student at Freeburg 
High School. She received the gift 
of a clock radio. 

In addition to the awards to the 
four winners each of the remaining 
six contestants was presented with a 
pen and pencil set by the cooperative. 
The other six contestants were namely 
Rudolph Bert Klein, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Rudolph A. Klein; Ronald Kaest- 
ner, son of Mr. and Mrs. Elmer Kaest- 
ner; Delores Kadlec, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Jerre Kadlec; Carolyn Kal- 
mer, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Anton 
Kalmer; and Delmar Valine, Jr., son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Delmar Valine, Sr. 

The two winners will make the trip 
with 32 other winners of the essay 
contest in the state of Illinois to Wash¬ 
ington, D.C. They will have breakfast 
with Senator Paul H. Douglas, visit 
Senator Everett M. Dirksen, and have 
lunch with Congressman George E. 

Shipley, during their week in the na¬ 
tional capitol. Also on the schedule 
are visits to the White House, U. S. 
House of Representatives and Senate, 
Supreme Court, Federal Bureau of In¬ 
vestigation, Department of Agricul¬ 
ture, Rural Electrification Administra¬ 
tion and National Rural Electric Co¬ 
operative Association. Their head¬ 
quarters will be at the Marriott Motor 
Hotel in Washington, D.C. This is 
one of the largest motor hotels in the 
world. 

C. M. Douglas, executive officer of 
the Monroe County Electric Coopera¬ 
tive, Inc., welcomed the members and 
the prayer was given by C. B- Morri¬ 
son, the attorney for the cooperative. 
Mrs. C. M. Douglas, who was in charge 
of all the arrangements for the con¬ 
test, presided during the finals. At the 
close of the judging, Raymond W. 
Rusteberg, president of the coopera¬ 
tive, extended his best wishes to all. 

Across the 
manager's 
desk 

By: C. M. Douglas 

The members who were present at 
the annual meeting in April of this 
year no doubt remember that the an¬ 
nouncement was made that capital 
credits for the year 1947 would be paid 
during the year 1963. This was au¬ 
thorized by your board of directors at 
their meeting held in February, 1963. 

For the purpose of payment we have 
had special checks printed and at the 
present time we are writing the checks 
to all members who received electric 
service during the year 1947. It only 
covers the year 1947. You will receive 
payment regardless of whether you 
were a member for a month, a week, 
or the entire year. Some of these 
checks will amount to hundreds of 
dollars. Others will be less than a dol¬ 
lar due to the fact that the member 
only used electric service for maybe a 
ten-day period during that particular 
year. 

The checks with a letter of explana¬ 
tion will be mailed the first part of 
July 1963 to the members receiving 

capital credits for the year 1947. The 
total amount of payment for 1947 
amounts to $83,133.01. 

We have had numerous questions 
with reference to the 
name of the party 
that the check would 
be made to. We must 
definitely make out 
the check in the name 
of the member in ac¬ 
cordance with the 
name on the original 
application. We can- 

_ . _ _ . ■ not substitute names. 
' ousa* if the application is 
anager ^ joint application 

either member, man or wife, is en- 



Construction Work in Progress 
|r'|ne of the pictures on this page 

shows the new Fountain Substa¬ 
tion at Fountain, which is now 85 per 
cent completed. The transformers be¬ 
ing used at the present Millstadt sub¬ 
station, which are four 250 KVA’s, will 
be moved from that location to the 
Fountain substation as soon as the 
erection of the new Millstadt substa¬ 
tion is completed. 

This substation will serve all mem¬ 
bers in the American Bottom from 
south of Valmeyer to the north end 
of our area. This area is now being 
served from the Waterloo substation, 
and we are experiencing some voltage 
regulation difficulty. We expect the 
substation and lines to be in operation 
by July 1, 1965. The utility is con¬ 
structing a 34.5 KV transmission line 
to the American Bottom and this sub¬ 
station will be connected to that trans¬ 
mission line. We will underbuild the 
transmission line from north to south, 
tapping in existing lines. 

Other pictures in this section show 
the new transformers for the Millstadt 
substation. These transformers are of 
833 KVA capacity and each one 
weighs 634 tons. They will replace the 

The new Fountain substation lo¬ 
cated at Fountain, Illinois, to serve 
members in the north American Bot¬ 
tom. 

transformers now in service at the 
Millstadt substation, and are of such 
capacity that they will be able to take 
care of any future load. 

We are also constructing a new sub¬ 
station at the Millstadt location which 
is immediately north of the present 
sub. The fence has been erected, all 
foundations are in, we are awaiting 
the steel which we expect to arrive the 
week of May 20, 1963, and after same 

is erected this substation will be ener¬ 
gized and serve the members in what 
is known as the Millstadt area. The 
existing substation will no doubt be 
dismantled and moved to another lo¬ 
cation. As mentioned before, all of 
this work should be completed by July 
1, 1963, and we can then assure the 
members of the Millstadt and north 
Bottom area that they will have good 
voltage regulation and better service. 

Hauling transformers from the GM&O Railway at Waterloo, Illinois, to the 
New Millstadt Substation. The picture shows the loading of the first transformer 
on a lowboy after removing same from flatcar. 

Three transformers in place at the Millstadt substation, and the fourth trans¬ 
former, which is a spare, on lowboy. 

titled to the payment. If the check is 
made to the husband and he is now 
deceased, and it is a joint application, 
bring the check to the office and we 
will add the name of the wife provid¬ 
ing she is living at the present time. 
But the application must be joint in 
order to do this. 

Any questions you have with refer¬ 
ence to the capital credit payment, 
come to the office or drop us a line 
and we will be glad to answer your 
questions. If we cannot, we will take 
the matter up with the board of direc¬ 
tors. We know there will be some 
quesitons regarding the payment 
which will have to be passed on by 
our board of directors. 

ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING 
At the board of directors meeting 

held in April, 1963, the board of di¬ 
rectors organized by electing the fol¬ 
lowing officers: Raymond W. Ruste- 
berg, president; Peter F. Zoeller, vice 
president; Preston A. Mosbacher, sec¬ 
retary and treasurer. 

Mr. David F. Kurz, who has been a 
member of the board of directors for 
the past 25 years, relinquished his 
chair at the board table to Victor 
Schrader. Mr. Kurz asked to be re¬ 
lieved of the board duties as Mr. Kurz 
is now 83 years old and it is a task for 
him to attend meetings, especially 
those meetings which take place in 
the evening. The members of the 

board of directors expressed their ap¬ 
preciation of the time that Mr. Kurz 
served as a member of the board, and 
presented him with a gift. Mr. Kurz 
addressed the board and thanked them 
for having the privilege of being a 
member for the past 25 years, and for 
the splendid cooperation among the 
board members. 

The board of directors by resolution 
selected the firrp of Weisenstein, Rog¬ 
ers and Hausmann of Belleville, as 
architects for the new headquarters 
building, which the cooperative in¬ 
tends to construct on the property re¬ 
cently purchased north of Waterloo. 
Mr. Weisenstein is a member of the 
cooperative. 



From the St. Louis Post-Dispatch 

let's Get Rid Of REA 
Advocates Find Political 
Spokesman in Goldwater 

Illinois electric cooperative 
members are not the only ones 
who have noted the increasing 
attacks led against their coop¬ 
eratives by the commercial 
utilities. 

Illinois Rural Electric News 
has predicted that these attacks 
will be intensified and that as 
their vehemence mounts, so 
will the concern — and the 
unity — of cooperative mem¬ 
bers. 

Countless Illinois coopera¬ 
tive members have watched 
with increasing concern and 
regret as these attacks have 
multiplied, and with waning 
hope that cooperatives may 
soon be left in peace. 

Increasingly they have be¬ 
come aware that cooperatives 
face relentless opposition 
which, if successful, will either 
destroy them or render them 
helpless to serve their mem¬ 
bers effectively. 

Other publications are rec¬ 
ognizing this danger. One is 
the St. Louis Post-Dispatch. 

A lead article in the June 
2, 1963, Sunday Editorial Sec¬ 
tion by Thomas W. Ottenad, 
veteran Washington corre¬ 
spondent of the newspaper, 
pinpoints the attacks — and 
what REA Administrator Nor¬ 
man M. Clapp is doing about 
them. 

The complete article is pub¬ 
lished here with permission of 
Arthur R. Bertelson, Post-Dis¬ 
patch managing editor.—John 
F. Temple. 

By Thomas W. Ottenad 
A Washington Correspondent 

of the Post-Dispatch 

/^\ne of the most intensive attacks 
ever waged against government 

aid in electrifying rural America 
has pitted a tall, quiet-spoken form¬ 
er country newspaper publisher 
against some of the nation’s best 
known politicians and most power¬ 
ful business groups. 

Leaders in an assault on the fed¬ 
erally financed rural electrification 
program include the Republican 
party’s “Mr. Conservative,” Senator 
Barry Goldwater, as well as private 
power companies, the United States 
Chamber of Commerce and the 
American Farm Bureau Federation. 

In an undeclared alliance that is 
becoming increasingly important in 
a number of fields, they are getting 
strong help from right-wing extrem¬ 
ists. 

THIS COMBINE has run into 
a determined opponent in Norman 
M. Clapp, administrator of the Ru¬ 
ral Electrification Administration, a 
former newspaper publisher. 

Clapp, a husky six-footer, is an 
old-fashioned liberal who is ready 
to battle for the things in which he 
believes. 

The struggle is an important one 
with consequences that reach far be¬ 
yond the narrow boundaries of pow¬ 
er policy. It already has become a 
political issue that may play a sig¬ 
nificant part in next year’s political 
campaigns. 

It also may affect the pace of de¬ 
velopment in rural areas. And it 
could in the long run have conse¬ 
quences affecting electric rates paid 
by city dwellers. 

The political aspects of the situ¬ 
ation are fascinating but difficult to 
analyze. In Goldwater’s case the 
REA program is strongest in the 
conservative areas where he himself 

has his greatest appeal—the South, 
rural Midwestern areas and the 
Mountain states. 

Whether his attacks on the pro¬ 
gram will cost him support in these 
sections remains to be seen. 

On the other hand, it is in some 
of these same districts, particularly 
the Mountain states, that the John 
Birchers and other extreme conserv¬ 
atives have been concentrating their 
efforts and achieving some of their 
most important gains. 

The rise of the neo-reactionaries 
could well mean a new antagonism 
to the REA program in the very 
areas where it has been strongest and 
where it has been most valuable. 

Some observers believe the recent 
wheat referendum, in which farmers 
rejected the Kennedy Administra¬ 
tion’s plan for strict production con¬ 
trols, may indicate that the ultra¬ 
conservative appeal to cut back fed¬ 
eral activities is making headway in 
rural America. 

LAST YEAR a battle over REA 
was an important factor in the elec¬ 
tion of Senator George McGovetn 
(D.-S. Dak.), a strong supporter of 
rural electrification. 

Some political observers expect 
that the issue will be an important 
one in the 1964 elections in a num¬ 
ber of Midwestern states. They find 
it difficult, however, to predict its 
consequences. 

The current attack on the rural 
electrification program centers on 
two main points—an assertion by 
opponents that REA has finished its 
job and should be dissolved, and ef¬ 
forts to halt increasing use of fed¬ 
eral funds to construct generation 
and transmission plants in addition 
to electric distribution systems. 

Goldwater, who has a fondness 
for simple solutions to complex 
problems, is the leading advocate of 
the “let’s get rid of REA” approach. 

Looking at the fact that 98 per 
cent of American farms now have 
electric service, slightly more than 
half of them served by REA coop¬ 
eratives, Goldwater comes to the 
conclusion he advocated in South 
Dakota last August: 

“REA in most states has outlined 
its usefulness.” Or, as he said in Den¬ 
ver early last month, “The REA 
should either be dissolved or revised 
so that it pays its own way.” 

CLAPP and others, however, 
point out that the choice is not 
as simple as Goldwater would make 
it appear. 

Co-ops that borrow money from 
REA at 2 per cent interest have 
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Cooperatives 
Facing 

Challenging 
Future 

M. J. M. Electric Cooperative 
has accomplished great things 

since it was organized April 5, 
1939, but a tremendous challenge 
lies ahead. The cooperative faces 
major responsibilities of service 
and leadership in a constantly im¬ 
proving area.”—Charles W. Witt. 

“Southern Illinois Power Coop¬ 
erative stands on the threshold of 
a great age during which it will 
play a vital role in the continuing 
development of a large section of 
Southern Illinois. Its success in 
meeting its challenge will mean a 
better way of life for every man, 
woman and child in the area.”— 
Ora M. Snider. 

In this spirit two electric coop¬ 
erative leaders have assumed new 
and promising positions of trust in 
the Illinois electric cooperative 
program. 

Mr. Witt, for nearly 18 years 
an M.J.M. lineman, on May 23 
became manager of M.J.M. with 
headquarters in Carlinville. He 
succeeds Mr. Snider, who on May 
27, assumed new duties as director 
of public relations for Southern 
Illinois Power Cooperative at 
Marion. 

“THE JOB AT M.J.M. is far 
from finished,” Mr. Witt said in 
a recent interview. “The oppor¬ 
tunity—and the need—for expand¬ 
ing service is great. The coopera¬ 
tive is sure to grow tremendously 
as the electric needs of its more 
than 5,250 member-owners expand. 

“This is a diversified coopera¬ 
tive. It is close to the heavily popu¬ 
lated metropolitan St. Louis area 
and there will be an influx of peo¬ 
ple from that area. There will be 
increasing work opportunities and 
increasing demands for top flight 
recreational facilities. 

“M.J.M. through its able board 
of directors, its fine staff and its 
progressive, vigorous membership 
will meet that challenge. It will 
play an important role in the de¬ 
velopment of this prosperous, ex¬ 
panding area.” 

At Marion, Mr. Snider said 
Southern Illinois Power Coopera¬ 

Ora M. Snider, left, and Charles W. Witt see even greater service opportunities 
ahead for electric cooperations. 

tive already is starting its contri¬ 
butions to the improved recreation¬ 
al attractions of that area. 

“Fishing and boating on the 
2,300-acre Lake of Egypt, which is 
part of the 99,000-kilowatt generat¬ 
ing system built by the cooperative 
south of Marion, started June 1,” 
he said. 

“There were perhaps 100 fisher¬ 
men the first day. The lake has 
been stocked with more than a 
half-million fish. Numerous bass 
up to 41/2 pounds were caught the 
first day, along with good croppie, 
bluegill and catfish.” 

There’s no charge for fishing on 
the beautiful Lake of Egypt, Mr. 
Snider said, but there is a charge 
of $18 a year for permission to use 
a boat on the lake. The charge is 
one dollar for one day and five 
dollars for two weeks. 

The money goes for a security 
patrol and other conveniences for 
fishermen. 

In addition to fishing, other 
recreational facilities will be de¬ 
veloped gradually until the lake 
area becomes one of the outstand¬ 
ing visitor attractions in the entire 
area, Mr. Snider said. 

BUT SOUTHERN Illinois Pow¬ 
er Cooperative will do more than 
attract visitors bent on relaxation 
and fun. 

Its modern, highly efficient gen¬ 
erating plant will provide low-cost 
electricity to the 25,000 member- 
owners of three of Illinois’ 27 dis¬ 
tribution cooperatives: 

Egyptian Electric Cooperative 
Association of Steeleville; South¬ 
eastern Illinois Electric Coopera¬ 
tive, Inc., of Eldorado, and South¬ 
ern Illinois Electric Cooperative 
of Dongola. 

Early this month the virtually 
completed plant was being tested 

preparatory to start of production. 
Men like Ray S. Holt, president 

of Southern Illinois Power’s board 
of directors, and Thomas Cleven¬ 
ger, its manager, say this is good 
news for the entire lower part of 
Southern Illinois. 

Members of the three distribu¬ 
tion cooperatives no longer will 
depend on outside suppliers for 
their wholesale power. Instead 
their own ultra modern plant will 
supply their needs. And their own 
cooperatives are interested first, 
last and always in their membe s. 

Service to their members—not 
profits—is their goal. 

“We won’t have to worry about 
danger our own power supplier 
will increase our assessments just 
to make more money—and just 
because it can get by with it,” one 
cooperative member said happily. 
“Our future will be safer and more 
secure.” 

MR. HOLT and cooperative 
managers such as Roger C. Lentz 
of Eldorado and R. T. Reeves of 
Dongola long have maintained 
that strong electric cooperatives 
provide priceless benefits not only 
to cooperative members but also 
to residents of towns and cities ad¬ 
jacent to areas served by the co¬ 
operatives. 

The cooperatives, these men 
point out, set an example, estab¬ 
lish a “yardstick,” through which 
town and city residents can meas¬ 
ure fairness of rates charged by 
commercial utilities. This tends to 
keep commercial rates in line. And 
this trend will become more pro¬ 
nounced as Southern Illinois Pow¬ 
er Cooperative flourishes and de¬ 
velops into a strong servant of its 
members. 

(Continued on Page 31) 
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Fast Work By SI PC Personnel 
Controls Power Plant Fire 

Bill Kibler, left, statistician, and 
Rudy Loyd, plant clerk discuss plant 
records system. 

A recent fire at the Southern Illi- 
nois Power Cooperative gener¬ 

ating plant near Marion was de¬ 
scribed by an official as “one of the 
hazards of construction.” 

Bill Merrow, plant superintend¬ 
ent, said that the fire started in the 
mastic coating of number two con¬ 
denser water tank from an unknown 
cause. Intense heat caused some 
building structural damage to the 
nearby floor area. Checks are being 
made to determine possible damage 
to substation control cables in an 
adjacent wall. 

No significant delay in putting 
electricity “on the line” to South¬ 
eastern, Egyptian and Southern 
Electric Cooperatives is expected, 
Mr. Merrow said. He credited fast 
action by the plant personnel with 
confining the blaze and preventing 
a possible major disaster. 

What steps are necessary in order 
to put the $25,800,000 generating 
facility into production of electricity? 
In a pains-taking process the boiler 
system with its tanks and miles of 
tubing is tested under water pressure 
for leaks, and then boiled out with 
steam and chemicals. A steam “blow¬ 
out” and water flush completes the 
clean-out job. 

Each of the 33,000-volt generators 
is subjected to bearing flushing with 
oil pumped through, followed by 
actual lilting and inspection of the 
bearings to make sure all foreign 
matter is removed. 

Air is used to check for possible 
leaks in the generator cooling hy¬ 
drogen encasement. 

Each of the three boiler and gen¬ 

erator systems having been tested, 
they are now ready for firing and 
generation. 

In the boiler-lighting process a 
fan forces all combustible gases 
from the system. The oil fed pilot 
torch is lighted by an electric arc at 
its tip. An automatic control inserts 
the lighted torch into the cyclone 
burner and the oil fire heats the 
boiler to about 300 pounds pressure. 

Coal is then fed into the burner 
at the rate of 20 tons per hour. 

producing steam pressure of 850 
pounds. 

Opening of a valve puts the steam 
to work turning the generator into 
a whirring, humming giant, produc¬ 
ing 13,800 volts of electricity. 

Routed to the nearby plant sub¬ 
station, the electricity is stepped up 
to 69,000 volts through transformers 
and transmitted to cooperative sub¬ 
stations over more than 350 miles of 
transmission line. 

‘We have 26 plant personnel at 

Harold E. Stevens, second from right, plant operating shift foreman, with from 
left, Richard A. Rushing, James Sanders and Paul W. Lueker, right. 



present,” Mr. Merrow said. “Others 
will be added as needed.” 

He pointed out that the SI PC 
plant is highly automated with one 
operator controlling the production 
and distribution of electricity from 
one point in the central control 
room. 

A mighty big job for one man, 
but he has a warning system to in¬ 
dicate trouble as soon as it occurs. 
A series of annunciator panels for 
each generator alerts the control 
room operator by a horn for serious 
trouble or a bell for minor trouble. 
A light on the board indicates the 
exact location of the trouble. 

A. E. Puls, transmission engineer 
for SI PC, said that the final nine 
miles of transmission line will be 
ready July 1. In the meantime, test¬ 
ing of each cooperative system with 
the new power supply will be carried 
out. 

L. T. Clevenger, manager of the 
power cooperative, said that the 
commercial supplier has made an 
agreement with the cooperatives to 
remain on standby while the change 
over and testing is carried out. 

He added that builders and sup¬ 
pliers of all major equipment and 
transmission will have representa¬ 
tives on hand throughout the testing 
period and initial production stage. 
After satisfactory tests, the power 
cooperative will officially accept the 
equipment, Mr. Clevenger ex¬ 
plained. 

“Our objective in the change over 
of power supply is to keep power 
interruptions at a minimum,” he 
said. 

Some 150,000 tons of coal pur¬ 
chased from area mines will be sub¬ 
jected to BTU content tests based 
on a one gram sample for each ton 
of coal. Coal is thus purchased on 
its heat producing ability rather 
than by weight. 

Southern Illinois officials and 
businessmen are enthusiastic about 
the impact which operation of the 
power plant will have on the econ¬ 
omy of the area. Recreational facil¬ 
ities planned for the lake area will 
add further to the picture by attract¬ 
ing tourists, they reason. 

Power cooperative officials say 
that the plant will generate power 
at less cost thap the 11.25 mills 
per kilowatt hour now charged by 
the commercial power company for 
wholesale power. They feel also that 
the plants operation will provide a 
yardstick of the cost of power pro¬ 
duction. 

The member-owners of the power 
cooperative will enjoy knowing that 
they own and control their own sup¬ 

Robert Reinhardt, left, and Paul Emery discuss coal handling and storage. In 
background, conveyor leads to plant in distance. 

Bill Merrow, left, plant superintendent, gets report on BTU content of coal from 
Carl Stafford, laboratory technician. Shown is a Parr oxygen bomb Calorimeter 
which bums gram of coal and measures heat given off. 

ply of power, free of restrictions such 
as appeared in previous wholesale 
contracts. 

Present efforts of private utility 
companies to curtail generation and 

transmission by cooperatives, bears 
out the wisdom of the Southeastern, 
Southern and Egyptian members 
and boards of directors in building 
the SIPC generating plant. 



From the St. Louis Post-Dispatch 

Let's Get Rid Of REA' 

Advocates Find Political 

Spokesman in Gold water 

Illinois electric cooperative 
members are not the only ones 
who have noted the increasing 
attacks led against their coop¬ 
eratives by the commercial 
utilities. 

Illinois Rural Electric News 
has predicted that these attacks 
will be intensified and that as 
their vehemence mounts, so 
will the concern — and the 
unity — of cooperative mem¬ 
bers. 

Countless Illinois coopera¬ 
tive members have watched 
with increasing concern and 
regret as these attacks have 
multiplied, and with waning 
hope that cooperatives may 
soon be left in peace. 

Increasingly they have be¬ 
come aware that cooperatives 
face relentless opposition 
which, if successful, will either 
destroy them or render them 
helpless to sei~ue their mem¬ 
bers effectively. 

Other publications are rec¬ 
ognizing this danger. One is 
the St. Louis Post-Dispatch. 

A lead article in the June 
2, 1963, Sunday Editorial Sec¬ 
tion by Thomas W. Ottenad, 
veteran Washington corre¬ 
spondent of the newspaper, 
pinpoints the attacks — and 
what REA Administrator Nor¬ 
man M. Clapp is doing about 
them. 

The complete article is pub¬ 
lished here with permission of 
Arthur R. Bertelson, Post-Dis¬ 
patch managing editor.—John 
F. Temple. 

By Thomas W. Ottenad 
A Washington Correspondent 

of the Post-Dispatch 

/^\ne of the most intensive attacks 
ever waged against government 

aid in electrifying rural America 
has pitted a tall, quiet-spoken form¬ 
er country newspaper publisher 
against some of the nation’s best 
known politicians and most power¬ 
ful business groups. 

Leaders in an assault on the fed¬ 
erally financed rural electrification 
program include the Republican 
party’s “Mr. Conservative,” Senator 
Barry Goldwater, as well as private 
power companies, the United States 
Chamber of Commerce and the 
American Farm Bureau Federation. 

In an undeclared alliance that is 
becoming increasingly important in 
a number of fields, they are getting 
strong help from right-wing extrem¬ 
ists. 

THIS COMBINE has run into 
a determined opponent in Norman 
M. Clapp, administrator of the Ru¬ 
ral Electrification Administration, a 
former newspaper publisher. 

Clapp, a husky six-footer, is an 
old-fashioned liberal who is ready 
to battle for the things in which he 
believes. 

The struggle is an important one 
with consequences that reach far be¬ 
yond the narrow boundaries of pow¬ 
er policy. It already has become a 
political issue that may play a sig¬ 
nificant part in next year’s political 
campaigns. 

It also may affect the pace of de¬ 
velopment in rural areas. And it 
could in the long run have conse¬ 
quences affecting electric rates paid 
by city dwellers. 

The political aspects of the situ¬ 
ation are fascinating but difficult to 
analyze. In Goldwater’s case the 
REA program is strongest in the 
conservative areas where he himself 

has his greatest appeal—the South, 
rural Midwestern areas and the 
Mountain states. 

Whether his attacks on the pro¬ 
gram will cost him support in these 
sections remains to be seen. 

On the other hand, it is in some 
of these same districts, particularly 
the Mountain states, that the John 
Birchers and other extreme conserv¬ 
atives have been concentrating their 
efforts and achieving some of their 
most important gains. 

The rise of the neo-reactionaries 
could well mean a new antagonism 
to the REA program in the very 
areas where it has been strongest and 
where it has been most valuable. 

Some observers believe the recent 
wheat referendum, in which farmers 
rejected the Kennedy Administra¬ 
tion’s plan for strict production con¬ 
trols, may indicate that the ultra¬ 
conservative appeal to cut back fed¬ 
eral activities is making headway in 
rural America. 

LAST YEAR a battle over REA 
was an important factor in the elec¬ 
tion of Senator George McGovetn 
(D.-S. Dak.), a strong supporter of 
rural electrification. 

Some political observers expect 
that the issue will be an important 
one in the 1964 elections in a num¬ 
ber of Midwestern states. They find 
it difficult, however, to predict its 
consequences. 

The current attack on the rural 
electrification program centers on 
two main points—an assertion By 
opponents that REA has finished its 
job and should be dissolved, and ef¬ 
forts to halt increasing use of fed¬ 
eral funds to construct generation 
and transmission plants in addition 
to electric distribution systems. 

Goldwater, who has a fondness 
for simple solutions to complex 
problems, is the leading advocate of 
the “let’s get rid of REA” approach. 

Looking at the fact that 98 per 
cent of American farms now have 
electric service, slightly more than 
half of them served by REA coop¬ 
eratives, Goldwater comes to the 
conclusion he advocated in South 
Dakota last August: 

“REA in most states has outlined 
its usefulness.” Or, as he said in Den¬ 
ver early last month, “The REA 
should either be dissolved or revised 
so that it pays its own way.” 

CLAPP and others, however, 
point out that the choice is not 
as simple as Goldwater would make 
it appear. 

Co-ops that borrow money from 
REA at 2 per cent interest have 
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Ora M. Snider, left, and Charles W. Witt see even greater service opportunities 
ahead for electric cooperations. 

Cooperatives 
Facing 

Challenging 
Future 

M. J. M. Electric Cooperative 
has accomplished great things 

since it was organized April 5, 
1939, but a tremendous challenge 
lies ahead. The cooperative faces 
major responsibilities of service 
and leadership in a constantly im¬ 
proving area.”—Charles W. Witt. 

“Southern Illinois Power Coop¬ 
erative stands on the threshold of 
a great age during which it will 
play a vital role in the continuing 
development of a large section of 
Southern Illinois. Its success in 
meeting its challenge will mean a 
better way of life for every man, 
woman and child in the area.”— 
Ora M. Snider. 

In this spirit two electric coop¬ 
erative leaders have assumed new 
and promising positions of trust in 
the Illinois electric cooperative 
program. 

Mr. Witt, for nearly 18 years 
an M.J.M. lineman, on May 23 
became manager of M.J.M. with 
headquarters in Carlinville. He 
succeeds Mr. Snider, who on May 
27, assumed new duties as director 
of public relations for Southern 
Illinois Power Cooperative at 
Marion. 

“THE JOB AT M.J.M. is far 
from finished,” Mr. Witt said in 
a recent interview. “The oppor¬ 
tunity—and the need—for expand¬ 
ing service is great. The coopera¬ 
tive is sure to grow tremendously 
as the electric needs of its more 
than 5,250 member-owners expand. 

“This is a diversified coopera¬ 
tive. It is close to the heavily popu¬ 
lated metropolitan St. Louis area 
and there will be an influx of peo¬ 
ple from that area. There will be 
increasing work opportunities and 
increasing demands for top flight 
recreational facilities. 

“M.J.M. through its able board 
of directors, its fine staff and its 
progressive, vigorous membership 
will meet that challenge. It will 
play an important role in the de¬ 
velopment of this prosperous, ex¬ 
panding area.” 

At Marion, Mr. Snider said 
Southern Illinois Power Coopera- 
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live already is starting its contri¬ 
butions to the improved recreation¬ 
al attractions of that area. 

“Fishing and boating on the 
2,300-acre Lake of Egypt, which is 
part of the 99,000-kilowatt generat¬ 
ing system built by the cooperative 
south of Marion, started June 1,” 
he said. 

“There were perhaps 100 fisher¬ 
men the first day. The lake has 
been stocked with more than a 
half-million fish. Numerous bass 
up to iVz pounds were caught the 
first day, along with good croppie, 
bluegill and catfish.” 

There’s no charge for fishing on 
the beautiful Lake of Egypt, Mr. 
Snider said, but there is a charge 
of $18 a year for permission to use 
a boat on the lake. The charge is 
one dollar for one day and five 
dollars for two weeks. 

The money goes for a security 
patrol and other conveniences for 
fishermen. 

In addition to fishing, other 
recreational facilities will be de¬ 
veloped gradually until the lake 
area becomes one of the outstand¬ 
ing visitor attractions in the entire 
area, Mr. Snider said. 

BUT SOUTHERN Illinois Pow¬ 
er Cooperative will do more than 
attract visitors bent on relaxation 
and fun. 

Its modern, highly efficient gen¬ 
erating plant will provide low-cost 
electricity to the 25,000 member- 
owners of three of Illinois’ 27 dis¬ 
tribution cooperatives: 

Egyptian Electric Cooperative 
Association of Steeleville; South¬ 
eastern Illinois Electric Coopera¬ 
tive, Inc., of Eldorado, and South¬ 
ern Illinois Electric Cooperative 
of Dongola. 

Early this month the virtually 
completed plant was being tested 

preparatory to start of production. 
Men like Ray S. Holt, president 

of Southern Illinois Power’s board 
of directors, and Thomas Cleven¬ 
ger, its manager, say this is good 
news for the entire lower part of 
Southern Illinois. 

Members of the three distribu¬ 
tion cooperatives no longer will 
depend on outside suppliers for 
their wholesale power. Instead 
their own ultra modern plant will 
supply their needs. And their own 
cooperatives are interested first, 
last and always in their membe s. 

Service to their members—not 
profits—is their goal. 

“We won’t have to worry about 
danger our own power supplier 
will increase our assessments just 
to make more money—and just 
because it can get by with it,” one 
cooperative member said happily. 
“Our future will be safer and more 
secure.” 

MR. HOLT and cooperative 
managers such as Roger C. Lentz 
of Eldorado and R. T. Reeves of 
Dongola long have maintained 
that strong electric cooperatives 
provide priceless benefits not only 
to cooperative members but also 
to residents of towns and cities ad¬ 
jacent to areas served by the co¬ 
operatives. 

The cooperatives, these men 
point out, set an example, estab¬ 
lish a “yardstick,” through which 
town and city residents can meas¬ 
ure fairness of rates charged by 
commercial utilities. This tends to 
keep commercial rates in line. And 
this trend will become more pro¬ 
nounced as Southern Illinois Pow¬ 
er Cooperative flourishes and de¬ 
velops into a strong servant of its 
members. 

(Continued on Page 31) 
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Across the 
manager's 
desk 

by H. G. Downey 

Our recently concluded essay con¬ 
test points out how little people, even 
our members, know about our organi¬ 

zation — its purpose, 
aims, and accomplish¬ 
ments. Frankly, there 
aren’t too many com¬ 
pelling reasons for 
unaffected citizens to 
be concerned. 

A cooperative ver¬ 
sus other types of bus¬ 
iness boils down to 
service versus profit. 
In the beginning of 
our country, every¬ 

thing done was on a cooperative basis, 
later on the profit motive became 
stronger — now, if you do something 
for someone and don’t derive a profit, 
you are regarded by some as un- 
American. (6-35FI) 

Cooperatives have their place in our 
economy and in the area of food 
services and housing they are growing. 
In the area of electric distribution, we 
are moving forward as we should. Is 
there anything wrong with serving 
yourself with a product cheaper than 
it can be secured elsewhere? Of course 
not! Let’s continue to support the co¬ 
operative-way of doing things. 

© NRECA 

Members and 

Appliances 
J^ogan Saatkamp, Alma; Adolph 

Doelling, Addieville; R. L. Cru- 
zen, Centralia; Herbert Weber, Coul- 
terville; S &: S Pork Factory, Dix; Clar¬ 
ence Kasten, Hoyleton; James W. 
Blankenship, Laurence Smith and Or¬ 
ville Sampson, luka; Delmar Butts, 
Kinmundy; Dalmer Byars and Charles 
Blagg, Mt. Vernon; Fred H. Storck, 
Nashville; Alphonse Lake, Oakdale; 
Elder Reinkensmeier, Okawville; D. 
W. Hopkins, Shannon Kell, and Rog¬ 
er Sullens, Salem; George Green, Tex- 
ico; and Clyde Folsom and John 
Reynolds of Woodlawn have all in¬ 
stalled Electric Water Heaters re¬ 
cently. 

James Blankenship also installed a 
Water System. 

Need A New 
Refrigerator? 

Perhaps you'd be interest¬ 

ed in an Excellent used one. 

The 1961 Model Hotpoint 

Combination Refrigerator- 

Freezer pictured to the right 

is from our demonstration 

kitchen. 

If you are interested in a 

good buy contact the Mem¬ 

ber Service Dept, of your 

Cooperative. 

Tri-Coun 
Tri-County Electric Cooperative 

BOARC 

Reuben 

O. E. Gi 
Wm. G 

ONLY 

Yes, for only $9.95 dow 
can own a G.E. or A. O. S 

+ 40 GALLON 

-A FAST RECOVERY 
(4500 WATT ELEMENTS UPPER 

+ GLASS LINED 

if 10-YEAR UNCONDITIONAL 

GUARANTEE ON TANK 

if TEMPERATURE-PRESSURE RED 

if ANTI-SYPHONING 

if TOTAL PRICE ON BUDGET P 

PLAN $69.95 

(CASH PRICE $64.5 

if A $10.00 INSTALLATION ALL 
BE PAID (CASH) AFTER THE 

STALLED & APPROVED. " 

Heaters may be purchased at th 
& Salem or from the cooperati 

HOFFMAN 

Johnson Sales & Service 

KELL 
Fyke & Street 

KINMUNDY 
Cecil Harvey 

NASHVILLE 
Dreas & Son 
Miller's Plbg. & Htg. 
Weeke Electric 

HEATERS MUST BE INSTALi 

Raymond Pitchford, Pres. 
E. C. Champ 

C. Glenn Jones 



HMJtes 
244-1451 Mt. Vernon, III. 

OF DIRECTORS 

oung, V-Pres. David Hanes, Sec.-Treas. 
rrett C. E. Beadle 
ennert Philip Heggemeier 

PER MONTH 

and $2.00 per month you 
ith electric water heater. 

LOWER) ^^iBlllliiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiFllllll|MiM Ml" 

F VALVE 

IENT 

WANCE WILL 

EATER IS IN- 
(51-19J) 

Tri-County offices in Mt. Vernon 
g dealers listed below. 

MT. VERNON 
Krekel Edmison Plbg. & Elec. 
Featherstun's Appl. 
Goodyear Service Stores 
Russell Huston Plbg. 
E. F. Wielt Co. 

SALEM 
Koelling Electric Service 
The Mark Cunningham Co. 

ST* PETER 
Maske & Ehrat 

D ON TRI-COUNTY LINES 

"Youlh-io-Washinglon" - Essay Winners 
Winners seated front row 
(L-R): Cheryl Lovin, Mt. 
Vernon; Sandra Breeze, 
Woodlawn, and Marcile 
Harre, Nashville. Runners- 
up standing (L-R): Vicki 
Endicott, Woodlawn; Tom 
Smith, Woodlawn, and 
Elizabeth Wagner, Schel- 
ler. 

nPhe three winners of “Trips to Washington”, the week of June 8-16, from the 
^ Tri-County area are: Marcile Harre, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Raymond 
Harre, Nashville, r.r. 2; Sandra Breeze, whose parents are Mr. and Mrs. Vern 
Breeze, Mt. Vernon, r.r. 2, and Cheryl Lovin, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Newt 
Lovin of the Fairfield Road, Mt. Vernon. Alternates chosen by the judges were: 
Vicki Endicott, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Lyle Endicott of Woodlawn; Tom Smith, 
the son of Mr. and Mrs. H. R. Smith, Jr., of Woodlawn, and Elizabeth Wagner, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Herman J. Wagner of Scheller. 

Mention was made by Mr. Reuben Young (representing the Cooperative’s Board 
of Directors) and by Demetri Hassakis (spokesman for the judges of the contest) 
of the unusually high caliber of writing in these “Junior” essays. It is surprising 
how much oh the “Tri-County Story” is already being learned by the youngsters, 
that the older folks learned by living. 

We will try to give you a brief summary of each winning essay in the following 
paragraphs—all essays had the same title and theme: “Contributions of Tri-County 
Electric Cooperative to its Service Area.” 

Marcile Harre wrote her essay in the first person and assumed the role of 
“a dark land,” whose master earned his living by the sweat of his brow, before 
the cooperative was organized. Then the time of decision for the farmer whether 
to sign up or not to sign up! The actual signing, the vast change to the farmer 
and his family, the many conveniences both inside and outside the farm home, 
changing it from a dark land to a land of bright promise. “It has been ‘a golden 
investment’ to the 7,000 families it serves.” 

Sandra Breeze wrote about the courageous struggle of the few “pioneers in 
progress” at the beginning, to the handling of propaganda in the days of these 
1963 “Juniors.” She starts by saying: “It was just 25 years ago, in 1938, that the 
people of Jefferson, Marion and Washington Counties saw the beginning of a 
cooperative that was to change the lives of the rural population. In fact, this 
cooperative brought about more changes than any one thing had done in the 150 
years that this territory has been settled.” 

She then goes on to tell how the idea of cooperative turned from a dream to 
reality—how the people, at first, didn’t think they would use the minimum 40 
kilowatt-hours a month, then found so many ways to use electricity that this was 
not enough, and installed heavier lines so that “Chore Equipment” could be added. 

In this essay, Sandra used a thoughtful approach to the problems between 
commercial power companies and the cooperatives. Let us quote: “Competition 
is America’s ‘Way of Life.’ Without competition one company could monopolize, 
thus charging prices and serving customers as its pleases, without putting out any 
effort to ‘Make the Best Better.’ ” 

She finished by making reference to the 50 mile hike, recently introduced, that 
wasn’t needed before electricity on the farm, for exercise. 

Cheryl Lovin divided the services of the cooperative into four groups: service 
to youth, service to the members, service to the employes, and service to the com¬ 
munity and its surrounding areas. (42A-1N) 

She told of Patronage Credit refund checks, services of the outside crews, duties 
of inside employes, and 24-hour phone service for power failures or emergencies. 
In her break-down of Community services, she tells of cooperative donations to 
Civic Appeals. 

“The youth in this area £re also served by the local cooperative.” Scholarship, 
4-H Electrical Schools, 4-H Camps, etc. 

In serving the employes, she discusses the monthly safety meetings, the annual 
picnic, annual Christmas party, vacations, sick leave, insurance and safety awards. 

In finishing, she says: “ ‘To make electric energy available to its members at 
the lowest cost, consistent with sound economy and good management, and not 
operate for profit either to itself or to its members.’ Tri-County has certainly 
proven that purpose through the years with the best of service to its members 
and employes.” 

These three girls will join 31 others throughout the state to visit in our Na¬ 
tion’s Capital for one week, all expenses paid by the cooperative. While there 
they will visit many historical places—monuments of Lincoln and Washington, 
Tomb of Unknown Soldier, Washington’s home in Mt. Vernon. They will meet 
Illinois Senators and breakfast with them. All in all, it’s a grand experience for 
eager students. 



From the St. Louis Post-Dispatch 

let's Get Rid Of REA 
Advocates Find Political 
Spokesman in Gold water 

Illinois electric cooperative 
members are not the only ones 
who have noted the increasing 
attacks led against their coop¬ 
eratives by the commercial 
utilities. 

Illinois Rural Electric News 
has predicted that these attacks 
will be intensified and that as 
their vehemence mounts, so 
will the concern — and the 
unity — of cooperative mem¬ 
bers. 

Countless Illinois coopera¬ 
tive members have watched 
with increasing concern and 
regret as these attacks have 
multiplied, and with waning 
hope that cooperatives may 
soon be left in peace. 

Increasingly they have be¬ 
come aware that cooperatives 
face relentless opposition 
which, if successful, will either 
destroy them or render them 
helpless to serve their mem¬ 
bers effectively. 

Other publications are rec¬ 
ognizing this danger. One is 
the St. Louis Post-Dispatch. 

A lead article in the June 
2, 1963, Sunday Editorial Sec¬ 
tion by Thomas W. Ottenad, 
veteran Washington corre¬ 
spondent of the newspaper, 
pinpoints the attacks — and 
what REA Administrator Nor¬ 
man M. Clapp is doing about 
them. 

The complete article is pub¬ 
lished here with permission of 
Arthur R. Bertelson, Post-Dis¬ 
patch managing editor.—John 
F. Temple. 

By Thomas W. Ottenad 
A Washington Correspondent 

of the Post-Dispatch 

One of the most intensive attacks 
ever waged against government 

aid in electrifying rural America 
has pitted a tall, quiet-spoken form¬ 
er country newspaper publisher 
against some of the nation’s best 
known politicians and most power¬ 
ful business groups. 

Leaders in an assault on the fed¬ 
erally financed rural electrification 
program include the Republican 
party’s “Mr. Conservative,” Senator 
Barry Goldwater, as well as private 
power companies, the United States 
Chamber of Commerce and the 
American Farm Bureau Federation. 

In an undeclared alliance that is 
becoming increasingly important in 
a number of fields, they are getting 
strong help from right-wing extrem¬ 
ists. 

THIS COMBINE has run into 
a determined opponent in Norman 
M. Clapp, administrator of the Ru¬ 
ral Electrification Administration, a 
former newspaper publisher. 

Clapp, a husky six-footer, is an 
old-fashioned liberal who is ready 
to battle for the things in which he 
believes. 

The struggle is an important one 
with consequences that reach far be¬ 
yond the narrow boundaries of pow¬ 
er policy. It already has become a 
political issue that may play a sig¬ 
nificant part in next year’s political 
campaigns. 

It also may affect the pace of de¬ 
velopment in rural areas. And it 
could in the long run have conse¬ 
quences affecting electric rates paid 
by city dwellers. 

The political aspects of the situ¬ 
ation are fascinating but difficult to 
analyze. In Goldwater’s case the 
REA program is strongest in the 
conservative areas where he himself 

has his greatest appeal—the South, 
rural Midwestern areas and the 
Mountain states. 

Whether his attacks on the pro¬ 
gram will cost him support in these 
sections remains to be seen. 

On the other hand, it is in some 
of these same districts, particularly 
the Mountain states, that the John 
Birchers and other extreme conserv¬ 
atives have been concentrating their 
efforts and achieving some of their 
most important gains. 

The rise of the neo-reactionaries 
could well mean a new antagonism 
to the REA program in the very 
areas where it has been strongest and 
where it has been most valuable. 

Some observers believe the recent 
wheat referendum, in which farmers 
rejected the Kennedy Administra¬ 
tion’s plan for strict production con¬ 
trols, may indicate that the ultra¬ 
conservative appeal to cut back fed¬ 
eral activities is making headway in 
rural America. 

LAST YEAR a battle over REA 
was an important factor in the elec¬ 
tion of Senator George McGoveirn 
(D.-S. Dak.), a strong supporter of 
rural electrification. 

Some political observers expect 
that the issue will be an important 
one in the 1964 elections in a num¬ 
ber of Midwestern states. They find 
it difficult, however, to predict its 
consequences. 

The current attack on the rural 
electrification program centers on 
two main points—an assertion by 
opponents that REA has finished its 
job and should be dissolved, and ef¬ 
forts to halt increasing use of fed¬ 
eral funds to construct generation 
and transmission plants in addition 
to electric distribution systems. 

Goldwater, who has a fondness 
for simple solutions to complex 
problems, is the leading advocate of 
the “let’s get rid of REA” approach. 

Looking at the fact that 98 per 
cent of American farms now have 
electric service, slightly more than 
half of them served by REA coop¬ 
eratives, Goldwater comes to the 
conclusion he advocated in South 
Dakota last August: 

“REA in most states has outlined 
its usefulness.” Or, as he said in Den¬ 
ver early last month, “The REA 
should either be dissolved or revised 
so that it pays its own way.” 

CLAPP and others, however, 
point out that the choice is not 
as simple as Goldwater would make 
it appear. 

Co-ops that borrow money from 
REA at 2 per cent interest have 
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Cooperatives 
Facing 

Challenging 
Future 

J- M. Electric Cooperative 
has accomplished great things 

since it was organized April 5, 
1939, but a tremendous challenge 
lies ahead. The cooperative faces 
major responsibilities of service 
and leadership in a constantly im¬ 
proving area.”—Charles W. Witt. 

“Southern Illinois Power Coop¬ 
erative stands on the threshold of 
a great age during which it will 
play a vital role in the continuing 
development of a large section of 
Southern Illinois. Its success in 
meeting its challenge will mean a 
better way of life for every man, 
woman and child in the area.”— 
Ora M. Snider. 

In this spirit two electric coop¬ 
erative leaders have assumed new 
and promising positions of trust in 
the Illinois electric cooperative 
program. 

Mr. Witt, for nearly 18 years 
an M.J.M. lineman, on May 23 
became manager of M.J.M. with 
headquarters in Carlinville. He 
succeeds Mr. Snider, who on May 
27, assumed new duties as director 
of public relations for Southern 
Illinois Power Cooperative at 
Marion. 

“THE JOB AT M.J.M. is far 
from finished,” Mr. Witt said in 
a recent interview. “The oppor¬ 
tunity—and the need—for expand¬ 
ing service is great. The coopera¬ 
tive is sure to grow tremendously 
as the electric needs of its more 
than 5,250 member-owners expand. 

“This is a diversified coopera¬ 
tive. It is close to the heavily popu¬ 
lated metropolitan St. Louis area 
and there will be an influx of peo¬ 
ple from that area. There will be 
increasing work opportunities and 
increasing demands for top flight 
recreational facilities. 

“M.J.M. through its able board 
of directors, its fine staff and its 
progressive, vigorous membership 
will meet that challenge. It will 
play an important role in the de¬ 
velopment of this prosperous, ex¬ 
panding area.” 

At Marion, Mr. Snider said 
Southern Illinois Power Coopera- 
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Ora M. Snider, left, and Charles W. Witt see even greater service opportunities 
ahead for electric cooperations. 

tive already is starting its contri¬ 
butions to the improved recreation¬ 
al attractions of that area. 

“Fishing and boating on the 
2,300-acre Lake of Egypt, which is 
part of the 99,000-kilowatt generat¬ 
ing system built by the cooperative 
south of Marion, started June 1,” 
he said. 

“There were perhaps 100 fisher¬ 
men the first day. The lake has 
been stocked with more than a 
half-million fish. Numerous bass 
up to 4l/2 pounds were caught the 
first day, along with good croppie, 
bluegill and catfish.” 

There’s no charge for fishing on 
the beautiful Lake of Egypt, Mr. 
Snider said, but there is a charge 
of $18 a year for permission to use 
a boat on the lake. The charge is 
one dollar for one day and five 
dollars for two weeks. 

The money goes for a security 
patrol and other conveniences for 
fishermen. 

In addition to fishing, other 
recreational facilities will be de¬ 
veloped gradually until the lake 
area becomes one of the outstand¬ 
ing visitor attractions in the entire 
area, Mr. Snider said. 

BUT SOUTHERN Illinois Pow¬ 
er Cooperative will do more than 
attract visitors bent on relaxation 
and fun. 

Its modern, highly efficient gen¬ 
erating plant will provide low-cost 
electricity to the 25,000 member- 
owners of three of Illinois’ 27 dis¬ 
tribution cooperatives: 

Egyptian Electric Cooperative 
Association of Steeleville; South¬ 
eastern Illinois Electric Coopera¬ 
tive, Inc., of Eldorado, and South¬ 
ern Illinois Electric Cooperative 
of Dongola. 

Early this month the virtually 
completed plant was being tested 

preparatory to start of production. 
Men like Ray S. Holt, president 

of Southern Illinois Power’s board 
of directors, and Thomas Cleven¬ 
ger, its manager, say this is good 
news for the entire lower part of 
Southern Illinois. 

Members of the three distribu¬ 
tion cooperatives no longer will 
depend on outside suppliers for 
their wholesale power. Instead 
their own ultra modern plant will 
supply their needs. And their own 
cooperatives are interested first, 
last and always in their membe s. 

Service to their members—not 
profits—is their goal. 

“We won’t have to worry about 
danger our own power supplier 
will increase our assessments just 
to make more money—and just 
because it can get by with it,” one 
cooperative member said happily. 
“Our future will be safer and more 
secure.” 

MR. HOLT and cooperative 
managers such as Roger C. Lentz 
of Eldorado and R. T. Reeves of 
Dongola long have maintained 
that strong electric cooperatives 
provide priceless benefits not only 
to cooperative members but also 
to residents of towns and cities ad¬ 
jacent to areas served by the co¬ 
operatives. 

The cooperatives, these men 
point out, set an example, estab¬ 
lish a “yardstick,” through which 
town and city residents can meas¬ 
ure fairness of rates charged by 
commercial utilities. This tends to 
keep commercial rates in line. And 
this trend will become more pro¬ 
nounced as Southern Illinois Pow¬ 
er Cooperative flourishes and de¬ 
velops into a strong servant of its 
members. 

(Continued on Page 31) 
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\V. 1.1, C. JVtWj 
Western Illinois Electrical Coop. Carthage, III. 

Commercial Utilities Use 
Subsidy Millions For Profit 

Is the government subsidizing the 
member-owned electric coopera¬ 

tives of Illinois through a low interest 
rate? 

Commercial utilities say this is so 
and they even throw in a charge of 

“unfair competition” 
to boot. 

Serious accusations 
to be sure, but not 
true in any degree. 

As the man said, 
“Let’s look at the 
facts.” 

How did this 2 per 
cent interest on Ru- 

Lee Leonar ^ Electrificatjon Ad- 
Manager , ministration loans to 

electric cooperatives originate? 
The rate was 3 per cent in 1935, 

the first year of REA. In 1936, it was 
made flexible to equal the rate paid 
by the U. S. Treasury on long-term 
bonds. REA borrowers paid rates 
ranging from 2.46 to 2.88 per cent. 

After much study, Congress in 1944 
passed the Pace Act pegging the rate 
at the present 2 per cent. At that time 
the government was actually borrow¬ 
ing money for as low as less than 
one-half of one per cent. But Congress 
considered a rate of 2 per cent as be¬ 
ing fair over the long run to both 
the rural electric systems and the gov¬ 
ernment. 

Authorities estimate that interest 
paid by the electric cooperatives over 
the years averages out to the cost of 
money to the government. 

As a result of this agreement be¬ 
tween the government, serving as 
banker, and the electric cooperatives 
as borrowers, rural Illinois today is 
more than 98 per cent electrified. 

Thus member-owned electric coop¬ 
eratives have kept their promise to 
provide area coverage even though 
revenue from some members is low. 

Now commercial utility companies 
say cooperatives should pay higher in¬ 
terest rates. 

A sharp increase in the interest rate 
would bring a halt to electric cooper¬ 
ative systems improvements and kill 
the possibility of building generating 
and transmission facilities. The result 
would be the death of electric coop¬ 
eratives. 

Before electric cooperatives were 
formed, many rural citizens of Illinois 
tried to get electric service from the 
commercial utility companies. Service 
if offered came with a high installa¬ 

tion cost and high minimum rate stip¬ 
ulation. 

If electric cooperatives fade from 
the Illinois countryside, rural people 
would again be at the mercy of the 
commercial suppliers. 

Speaking of profit, the five major 
utility companies of Illinois averaged 
about 17 per cent net profit for the 
year 1961. Ask any main street mer¬ 
chant or any manufacturer how he 
would like to net 17 per cent profit. 
Manufacturers nationally, for ex¬ 
ample, in 1961, averaged net profit 
of less than 4 per cent. 

These same utilities averaged $10,- 
810 revenue for each mile of line 
while Illinois Electric Cooperatives 
averaged only $511.92. With similar 
costs for building each mile of line, 
the tremendous advantage of reve¬ 
nue produced over a mile of com¬ 
mercial line compared to a mile of 
electric cooperative line is obvious. 

But that isn’t all. Commercial util¬ 
ities raised the question of subsidies. 
Let’s consider who actually is getting 
subsidies. 

As of Dec. 31, 1961, all Illinois 
commercial utility companies had ac¬ 
cumulated $116,700,000 in fast tax 
write-offs which amount to a virtual 
subsidy. This money was actually col¬ 
lected from the power company cus¬ 
tomers as part of their electric bills, 
and is being held for supposed future 
payment to the government. 

The total exceeds by more than 
$5-milIion the total borrowed and be¬ 
ing repaid with interest by all 
the electric cooperatives of Illinois 
through the same date. 

As of Dec. 31, 1961, Illinois elec¬ 
tric cooperatives had borrowed $111,- 
796,279 and had repaid $16,828,447 on 
time scheduled payments with inter¬ 
est of $27,887,907. In addition they 
paid $7,843,447 in advance payments. 

The tax-subsidy millions which the 
commercial utilities are holding, could 
be earning interest of about one-mil¬ 
lion dollars annually but the util¬ 
ities continue to hold and use this 
money interest-free. 

It’s easy to imagine what would 
happen to the already abnormally 
high profits of commercial utilities if 
the electric cooperatives were not in 
existence to furnish a yardstick for 
the costs of electricity. 

Operating at a guaranteed rate of 

return or profit, the commercial util¬ 
ities merely include all items of cost 
and profit margins in the rates which 
they charge their customers. 

Electric cooperatives, on the other 
hand, are restricted by their by-laws 
which forbid profit making and direct 
that money left over after all operat¬ 
ing costs are met, be returned to the 
members as capital credits. 

While creating a smokescreen with 
the 2 per cent interest “subsidy” 
charge and unfair competition—both 
proven false—the commercial utility 
companies presented House Bill 1189 
to the 73rd General Assembly. Under 
this bill, the electric cooperatives 
would be declared public utilities— 
which they cannot be as they serve 
only their own members—and would 
be placed under Commerce Commis¬ 
sion jurisdiction. 

In the matter of assessments, mem¬ 
ber-owners of electric cooperatives 
have controlled them and kept assess¬ 
ments low. Could it be that commer¬ 
cial utilities want cooperatives under 
the Commerce Commission in order 
to force them to raise assessments to 
the level of those of profit-seeking 
utilities? 

Sending lawyers and other repre¬ 
sentatives to Springfield for each hear¬ 
ing on extension of service in their 
own areas, would mean spending 
large sums of money which could 
work a tremendous hardship on the 
electric cooperatives. 

The Electric Cooperatives of Illi¬ 
nois presented fair play legislation to 
the Illinois Legislature in the form 
of Senate Bill 1084. This bill would 
protect the interests of all electric 
suppliers—commercial, municipal and 
electric cooperatives. 

This Fair Play territorial legisla¬ 
tion is designed to protect the terri¬ 
tory of all power suppliers from en¬ 
croachment by another power sup¬ 
plier. 

To meet the demands for service, 
the electric cooperatives must con¬ 
tinually heavy-up their systems. As 
non-profit organizations operating in 
thin consumer - density areas, any 
change in interest rates or placement 
of unnecessary regulatory burdens on 
them, will mean their eventual end. 

Member-owners of electric coopera¬ 
tives want to maintain and protect 
systems in which they have invested 
time and resources. 

Commercial utilities are bent on try¬ 
ing to make continued operation of 
electric cooperatives impossible. 

Battle lines are drawn, and the 140,- 
000 member-owners of Illinois Elec¬ 
tric Cooperatives are determined to 
protect their own businesses. 



RURAL TALENT & BEAUTY CONTEST 
FEATURED AT YOUR ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE'S 

ANNUAL MEETING 
JULY 29, 1963 

TALENT CONTEST 

RULES 
Entrant must be a member of a family residing in a home served with 

Electric service from the Electric Cooperative in whose Annual Meeting 
he participated. (At least 50% of a group must be from Members' 
families.) 

Previous 1st Place Winners Not Eligible. 
Contest is for amateurs. Contestants must not earn greater than 10% 

of their income from professional entertainment services as pertains 
to the act itself. 

Where Is Contest? Contest will be held opening night of the Annual 
Meeting. Contact the Co-op for specific details. 

When? On the opening night program at 7:30 P.M. You must register 
with the contest manager (back-stage in auditorium tent) one half hour 
before contest to receive final instructions. 

JUDGING 
Contestants will be judged by an impartial panel of qualified persons. 

Quality of talent exhibited will be the principal basis for judging with 
ability to keep audience entertained, stage personality, showmanship 
and poise to be considered. 

CONTEST PRIZES 
FIRST    $15.00 Cash 
SECOND  $10.00 Cash 
THIRD     $ 5.00 Cash 

JULY 30, 1963 

BEAUTY CONTEST 

RULES 
1. Entrant must be a member of a family residing in a home served with 

electric service from a Rural Electric Cooperative. 
2. Unmarried girls between the ages of 16 and 22 (must not have 23rd 

birthday before March 12/ 1964.) 
3. Entered only in the contest at the Annual Meeting held by the Rural 

Electric Co-op supplying electricity to the entrant's home. 

4. Previous 1st Place Winners Not Eligible. 

JUDGING 
Beauty—Face 25%, Figure 25%. Poise—Posture 10%, Grace 5%. Per¬ 
sonality-Charm 15%, Grooming 10%. Ability—Past Achievements 5%, 
Talent or Domestic Ability 5%. 

PROCEDURE 
DRESS—Informal clothing. Charm school experts recommend a dress to 
be simple yet flattering to the face and figure. No hat, medium or high 
heels. Appearance in bathing suit is required. 
NOTE: At State Finals, contestants will be judged in bathing suits and 
evening dresses. 

INSTRUCTIONS: Contestants will appear on stage in auditorium tent. 
Complete details about order of appearance, etc., will be given before 
contest time. 

TO CONTEST COMMITTEE, WESTERN ILL ELECTRICAL COOP., CARTHAGE, ILL 

Please accept my entry in your Contest as checked: Q BEAUTY Q] TALENT 

I hereby agree to give your committee my permission to use my photo and name for any publicity in connection with the Contest. I agree 
to abide by the rules of the contest and accept all judges' decisions as final. 

(Please print information below) 

NAME      ADDRESS   

AGE   DATE OF BIRTH   

I hereby certify that this information is true to the best of my knowledge. 

SIGNED 

ELECTRIC 
WATER HEATER SPECIAL 

10 YEAR 
TANK 
WARRANTY 

40 GALLON GLASS-LINED 
QUICK RECOVERY 

WIEC Members 
Can Rent Electric 
Water Heaters 

For Only $2.00 A Month 

CONTACT THESE DEALERS 
Gordon Appliance, Hamilton 
Damron Radio, Basco 
Earl's Plumbing, Basco 
j&N Electric, Plymouth 
Harold Sparrow, Warsaw 
Worrel & Jones, Bowen 
Chanen Auto, Carthage 
Mensendick Hdwe, Carthage 
Carthage Maytag, Carthage 
O.K. Electric, Carthage 
Nauvoo Electronic, Nauvoo 
Hoffman Electric, Ferris 
Neil Electric, Bowen 
Wright Bros., Carthage 
Western Illinois Electrical Coop. 



From the St. Louis Post-Dispatch 

Let's Get Rid Of REA 

Advocates Find Political 

Spokesman in Goldv/ater 

Illinois electric cooperative 
members are not the only ones 
who have noted the increasing 
attacks led against their coop¬ 
eratives by the commercial 
utilities. 

Illinois Rural Electric News 
has predicted that these attacks 
will be intensified and that as 
their vehemence mounts, so 
will the concern — and the 
unity — of cooperative mem¬ 
bers. 

Countless Illinois coopera¬ 
tive members have watched 
with increasing concern and 
regret as these attacks have 
multiplied, and with waning 
hope that cooperatives may 
soon be left in peace. 

Increasingly they have be¬ 
come aware that cooperatives 
face relentless opposition 
which, if successful, will either 
destroy them or render them 
helpless to serve their mem¬ 
bers effectively. 

Other publications are rec¬ 
ognizing this danger. One is 
the St. Louis Post-Dispatch. 

A lead article in the June 
2, 1963, Sunday Editorial Sec¬ 
tion by Thomas W. Ottenad, 
veteran Washington corre¬ 
spondent of the newspaper, 
pinpoints the attacks — and 
what REA Administrator Nor¬ 
man M. Clapp is doing about 
them. 

The complete article is pub¬ 
lished here with permission of 
Arthur R. Bertelson, Post-Dis¬ 
patch managing editor.—John 
F. Temple. 

By Thomas W. Ottenad 
A Washington Correspondent 

of the Post-Dispatch 

of the most intensive attacks 
ever waged against government 

aid in electrifying rural America 
has pitted a tall, quiet-spoken form¬ 
er country newspaper publisher 
against some of the nation’s best 
known politicians and most power¬ 
ful business groups. 

Leaders in an assault on the fed¬ 
erally financed rural electrification 
program include the Republican 
party’s “Mr. Conservative,” Senator 
Barry Gold water, as well as private 
power companies, the United States 
Chamber of Commerce and the 
American Farm Bureau Federation. 

In an undeclared alliance that is 
becoming increasingly important in 
a number of fields, they are getting 
strong help from right-wing extrem¬ 
ists. 

THIS COMBINE has run into 
a determined opponent in Norman 
M. Clapp, administrator of the Ru¬ 
ral Electrification Administration, a 
former newspaper publisher. 

Clapp, a husky six-footer, is an 
old-fashioned liberal who is ready 
to battle for the things in which he 
believes. 

The struggle is an important one 
with consequences that reach far be¬ 
yond the narrow boundaries of pow¬ 
er policy. It already has become a 
political issue that may play a sig¬ 
nificant part in next year’s political 
campaigns. 

It also may affect the pace of de¬ 
velopment in rural areas. And it 
could in the long run have conse¬ 
quences affecting electric rates paid 
by city dwellers. 

The political aspects of the situ¬ 
ation are fascinating but difficult to 
analyze. In Goldwater’s case the 
REA program is strongest in the 
conservative areas where he himself 

has his greatest appeal—the South, 
rural Midwestern areas and the 
Mountain states. 

Whether his attacks on the pro¬ 
gram will cost him support in these 
sections remains to be seen. 

On the other hand, it is in some 
of these same districts, particularly 
the Mountain states, that the John 
Birchers and other extreme conserv¬ 
atives have been concentrating their 
efforts and achieving some of their 
most important gains. 

The rise of the neo-reactionaries 
could well mean a new antagonism 
to the REA program in the very 
areas where it has been strongest and 
where it has been most valuable. 

Some observers believe the recent 
wheat referendum, in which farmers 
rejected the Kennedy Administra¬ 
tion’s plan for strict production con¬ 
trols, may indicate that the ultra¬ 
conservative appeal to cut back fed¬ 
eral activities is making headway in 
rural America. 

LAST YEAR a battle over REA 
was an important factor in the elec¬ 
tion of Senator George McGovetn 
(D.-S. Dak.), a strong supporter of 
rural electrification. 

Some political observers expect 
that the issue will be an important 
one in the 1964 elections in a num¬ 
ber of Midwestern states. They find 
it difficult, however, to predict its 
consequences. 

The current attack on the rural 
electrification program centers on 
two main points—an assertion by 
opponents that REA has finished its 
job and should be dissolved, and ef¬ 
forts to halt increasing use of fed¬ 
eral funds to construct generation 
and transmission plants in addition 
to electric distribution systems. 

Goldwater, who has a fondness 
for simple solutions to complex 
problems, is the leading advocate of 
the “let’s get rid of REA” approach. 

Looking at the fact that 98 per 
cent of American farms now have 
electric service, slightly more than 
half of- them served by REA coop¬ 
eratives, Goldwater comes to the 
conclusion he advocated in South 
Dakota last August: 

“REA in most states has outlined 
its usefulness.” Or, as he said in Den¬ 
ver early last month, “The REA 
should either be dissolved or revised 
so that it pays its own way.” 

CLAPP and others, however, 
point out that the choice is not 
as simple as Goldwater would make 
it appear. 

Co-ops that borrow money from 
REA at 2 per cent interest have 
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