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Rural Electric NeWj Neutrality is for ostriches • 
At the American Farm Bureau Federation’s annual meeting in Chi¬ 

cago in December, Congressman John W. Byrnes of Wisconsin, 
made a very significant point in his address; namely, that farmers 
cannot afford to remain politically neutral: 

To stress his remarks he quoted the famous Italian poet, Dante, 
who said: 

“The hottest places in hell are reserved for those who, in a period 
of moral crisis, maintain their neutrality.” 

What applies to members of the AFBF, applies in an even greate^ 
degree to members, managers and directors of rural electric coopera¬ 
tives. The fate of electric cooperatives is closely tied to who’s in Con¬ 
gress, the White House, and in state legislatures. This is a fact that 
cannot be denied. Therefore, it’s only common sense that co-ops dis¬ 
card their unrealistic policy of neutrality when election time comes 
around. 

This does not mean that electric co-ops have to abandon their tradi¬ 
tional non-partisan status. It only means that they actively support 
political candidates who support rural electrification, regardless of 
whether that candidate is a Republican or a Democrat. 

WThat Mr. Byrnes noted of Farm Bureau members is equally truev^ 
of rural electric co-op members. He observed that he rarely finds 
member of Farm Bureau in his district working actively in a political 
party. 

Neutrality is really not a policy at all. It’s an absence of policy, 
demonstrating either fear or complacency, and a rejection of the 
responsibilities of democratic citizenship. If those who believe in 
rural electric co-ops and who have benefited from them extensively 
are not willing to stand up in the political arena and be counted, 
then who will? 

Neutrality is for ostriches, not for citizens. 
# 

A big step forward 
Rural electric cooperatives of Illinois have taken a big step forward 

in their never-ending efforts to insure the best service possible 
to their member-owners. The 27 systems in the state have unanimously 
endorsed an emergency aid plan (story, page 3). 

For the first time in the history of Illinois co-ops, a predetermined _ 
course of action has been devised spelling out in minutest detail, a^ 
system that will enable co-ops to get extra manpower and vital mate¬ 
rials needed during emergency periods caused by ice and wind storms. 

Heretofore, while co-ops have been always willing to send help to 
another co-op in distress, no efficient method of doing so existed. 
Now, however, resources of all of the 27 co-ops in the state will be 
available in times of emergency to any system requesting assistance. 

To the member, this means that length of outages caused by storms 
will be reduced to the shortest duration possible. 
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We can’t decide whether our hound 

is disgusted or perplexed. We really 
don’t care much which it is. All we 
know is that of the hundreds of dog 
photos we’ve seen over the years, none 
of them ever came near matching this 
one for humor and expression. The 
person who can look at this cover and 
not get a chuckle, is a rare individual, 
indeed. 
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Ice - covered, broken tree limbs 
account for major share of line 
outages. If they don't break the 
line, they often short it out. 

Photo by John. Waggoner 

Illinois 

co-ops will 

be ready 

for the next ice storm 
One gloomy winter's afternoon a year ago last 

month, it began to rain. The thermometer hov- 
' ered just below the freezing mark turning the rain 

into ice. By nightfall, much of central Illinois re¬ 
sembled a grotesque fairyland. A thick coating of ice 
covered everything. 

The scene might have impressed the average person 
as a masterpiece of Nature as distant lights shim¬ 
mered their reflection from streets, houses, trees and 

|| power lines, but to the personnel of the rural electric 
co-ops in the path of the storm, it had all the appear¬ 
ances of a ghoulish nightmare. 

As ice continued to accumulate on tree limbs, the 
crushing weight soon became too much for them to 
support. Down they came by the thousands. Many 
of them crashed through co-op electric lines as they 
fell. 

The results of Nature’s prank was that approxi¬ 
mately 24y000 members of nine central Illinois elec¬ 
tric co-ops, saw their lights flicker and go out, not to 

0 come back on again for periods ranging from a few 
hours up to six days. 

Not until the next morning, however, could the 
full extent of the damage be realized. A bright sun 

reflected its dazzling brilliance from an ice-covered 
countryside. Meanwhile, anxious co-op members bun¬ 
dled themselves in heavy coats in an attempt to keep 
warm in their heatless homes. They waited hopefully 
for the magic of electricity to restore normalcy to 
their lives. 

Co-op linemen struggled doggedly around the clock 
to string new lines, to replace shattered poles, and 
to clear the right-of-way of tons of debris, so that 
members might have their essential electric service 
as soon as possible. 

Last year's ice storm made it apparent not only to 
the nine co-ops affected, but to tne other 18 systems 
in the state as well, that individually, co-ops cannot 
cope with the extensive damage of some storms. As a 
result, a few months later, the 27 electric co-ops in 
the state formulated a comprehensive plan of action 
to meet any emergency situation whether it be caused 
by-freezing rain or violent spring and summer winds. 

Each Illinois co-op now will be able to secure the 
extra manpower it requires in times of serious trouble 
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LINEMEN FROM 27 ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC CO-OPS STAND READY TO RUSH TO ANY AREA TO HELP REPAIR STORM DAMAGE. 

along with the necessary equipment and line materials 
which it cannot possibly keep in its own inventory* 

Object of the plan is to guarantee that no co-op 
member will be without electricity for longer than 
24 hours. While some consider the objective as too 
idealistic, the emergency aid plan does provide the 
means of reducing duration of outages caused by dis¬ 
asters to the barest minimum. 

As proved by last year’s ice storm, one of the main 
bottlenecks during an emergency, is lack of communi¬ 
cations. The same ice or wind that snaps electric lines 
also demolishes telephone wires. That leaves only 
shortwave radio, but unfortunately, co-ops in Illinois 
use eight different frequencies. Thus they cannot be 
sure of being able to contact each other by this means. 

Moreover, co-ops do not all use the same kind of 
line materials. For example, some have aluminum 
lines while others use copper. Then also, there is 
the problem of union labor working with non-union 
help. Only 13 co-ops are organized. What to do with 
outside manpower? where to house and feed them? 
and how to direct their work effectively? are a few 
of the many problems that are resolved in the emer¬ 
gency aid plan. 

Here is how the plan will work: 
'When a co-op needs assistance, it will notify the 

Association of Illinois Electric Cooperative office in 
Springfield, as to the exact number of men it wants 
and the kind of equipment that is required. In turn, 
the State Association, which has on file a detailed 
breakdown of the kind and amount of material each 
co-op has on hand, and the /number of personnel 
available for emergency work, will summon the help. 
Should phone lines be down, contact with the State 
Association office will be made by the stricken co-op 
through state police radio. 

Permission has been obtained from the unions to 
allow their members to work with personnel of non¬ 
union co-ops during emergency periods. 

In order to make this statewide plan even more 
effective, each co-op has been requested to devise a 
detailed plan of its own so that each of its employees 
will know what steps are to be followed in case of 
an emergency. This will mean that the personnel of 
cooperatives will be prepared ahead of time to meet 
any crisis that might arise in a systematic and an 
efficient manner. 

Two policies that the state plan urges cooperatives 
to enforce, include: 

1. The repair of storm damage on an area-wide 
basis rather than on an individual basis. Co-op man¬ 
agers point out that members wanting individual at¬ 
tention often is the biggest problem during emergen¬ 
cies. They emphasize, however, that major feeder 
lines from substations have to be restored first before 
co-op crews can go back and pick up individual serv¬ 
ices. 

2. Keep members and the public fully informed on 
the p^ogiess ot restoration work. This means con¬ 
tacting members by radio, newspaper and even by 
mail, to let them know the extent of the damage to 
the system, and what is being done to correct it. 

The master plan also recommends that in the case 
of an ice storm, the lines be de-energized just before 
the ice starts melting, and not be re-energized until 
the ice has fallen off of them. The plan points out 
that if this step is not followed a host of new outages 
may develop. That’s because as ice starts falling from 
the lines, the neutral wire often flops into the hot one, 
grounding it out. It usually requires an hour or two 
for the ice to fall off the conductor. 

The emergency aid plan promises to give members 
of Illinois electric cooperatives more reliable electric 
service than ever, and to minimize outages caused by 
storms to the shortest time possible. The coopera¬ 
tion of 27 rural electric systems, with their vast re¬ 
sources and manpower, coordinated by their trade 
organization, the Association of Illinois Electric Co¬ 
operatives, should take much of the sting out of 
Nature’s worst onslaughts. 
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other. And still no young ones. 
Finally, after I had seven pairs 
mated, the first birds were 
hatched.” 

“The habits and characteristics 
of these birds are both fascinating 
and puzzling,” says Mrs. Johnston. 
For example, she found out that 
the small, feathered pets mate only 
when they are around other para¬ 
keets, all of which are chattering 
loudly. “I guess the noise calms 
their fears.” 

Mrs. Johnston says she also dis¬ 
covered that the hen parakeets are 
more aggressive than the males. 
“When you don’t want them to 
mate, you keep them separated. 
Otherwise, the hens will kill them¬ 
selves fighting for a male.” The 
outside pen is divided into two 
sections, one side for hens and 
other for cocks. 

According to the rural home¬ 
maker, parakeets must be at least 
one year old before they can be 
used as breeders. However, they 
lay eggs only twice in six months, 
after which they have to be rested 
for six months before they can be 
remated. 

The hen usually lays five eggs 
and hatches four of them. She lays 
every other day. It takes 18 days 
to incubate an egg. “The young 

birds are given a sort of milky sub¬ 
stance, manufactured from seed by 
the two parent birds,” Mrs. John¬ 
ston explains. 

“The male chews the seed first 
until he gets it into a pulpy condi¬ 
tion, then he feeds it to the hen. 
She converts it into a form of milk 
which she feeds to the little ones.” 
When the birds are a week old the 
male takes over the entire feeding. 
He gives the small birds the pulpy 
substance. 

If neither the hen nor the cock 
feeds the brood, the little ones will 
die. “They won’t take nourish¬ 
ment from humans or from other 
birds,” Mrs. Johnston pointed out. 
After the fifth week, the birds leave 
the nest and start to fly. That’s 
when Mrs. Johnston sells them. 

She gets from $2 to $5 for the 
birds depending upon their sex 
and coloring. “Birds with small 
black spots on their wings are rare 
and I get more for them than for 
birds with completely black wings,” 
she explains. Males sell for $1 
more than females. The reason:-' 
“Males make better pets and are 
easier to train to talk.” 

Mrs. Johnston is a member of 
M.J.M. Electric Cooperative, Car- 
linville. 

Mrs. Oran Johnston holds a 
young parakeet. The rural 
homemaker has about 300 of 
the birds on her farm-home. 

PARAKEETS 
LIKE 

ELECTRIC 
HEAT TOO 

The small, colorful parakeet, na¬ 
tive of the warm tropics, is 

just as comfortable in the cold, 
Temperate Zone of central Illinois, 
provided his pen is amply heated. 
Mrs. Oran Johnston, of near Ches¬ 
terfield, uses electric radiators to 
bring heat to her 300 parakeets. 

Mrs. Johnston, a farmer’s wife, 
raises and sells the pastel-shaded 
birds, kin to the parrot. She keeps 
100 pairs of mature breeders and 
around 100 young fledglings on the 
Macoupin County farm at all 
times. The young birds are penned 
with their parents in cages in one 
room on the second floor of the 
Johnston farm house. The room 
is heated with a portable, electric 
radiator. 

The breeders are kept in an out¬ 
side building also warmed by one 
of the electric heaters. ‘They stay 
in the outside pen all year except 
when they mate,” Mrs. Johnston 
points out. “I’ve never lost a bird 
to the cold, yet.” And it’s been be¬ 
low zero on several winter days. 

Mrs. Johnston started raising 
the parakeets six years ago. “I 
bought one for a pet. Later, I got 
a mate for him. I thought I might 
be able to breed a few and sell 
them. But nothing happened. So 
I bought another pair, then an¬ 
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KIMBERLY, MRS. HONEY, AND VELLA SUE, HELP IRA HONEY FASHION LOVELY JEWELRY ITEMS OUT OF POLISHED STONES. 

Look at 
Th« rocka arc tumbled 35 days and nights in grit and water in 
barrel-like invention of Ira Honey before being used in jewelry. 

Here are some of many jewelry items which Honeys make out 
of rocks. Included are rings, necklaces, bracelets, and tie-clasps. 
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To the average person, a rock has about as much 
appeal as a case of whooping cough. Not so to 

Mr. and Mrs. I. L. Honey of near Thebes, in Alex¬ 
ander county. Rocks to them, especially if they are 
the right kind, are objects of rare, potential beauty. 
And even the most skeptical would have to admit 
they’re right after seeing the Honeys transform ordi- 

0 nary, unattractive rocks into smooth, colorful, spark¬ 
ling settings for rings, bracelets, necklaces, earrings, 
watch fobs, and key chains. 

First step in this “magical transformation” is polish¬ 
ing. The Honeys dump their rocks, after breaking 
them into small pieces, into two octagonal-shaped 
drums. They add water and grit and turn on an elec¬ 
tric motor which keeps the drums tumbling the stones 
for 35 days and nights. 

At the end of the nearly three-week polishing proc¬ 
ess, the stones are smoother and shinier than a new 
car finish, and the brilliance of their colorings is 
immediately obvious. 

The next step is to cut the stones into settings for 
jewelry. This, of course,.requires a great deal of skill, 
which Mr. Honey has acquired with more than 20 

Then six years ago, Mr. Honey began cutting rocks. 
About that time, Mrs. Honey became interested in 
the hobby too. 

During their summer vacations, which are longer 
than usual because of the nature of Mr. Honey’s work, 
the southern Illinois couple would pack up their two 
youngsters and head for the wide open spaces of the 
west in search of stones. Traveling is part of the 
fascination of their hobby, Mrs. Honey comments. 

But, because their hobby is on the verge of becom¬ 
ing a full-time business, they are no longer able to 
collect enough themselves to meet the demands for 
their products. So they now also purchase rocks from 
dealers all over the world. 

As Mrs. Honey explains the evolution of their busi¬ 
ness begun as a hobby, she says: “We were practically 
forced into it. In the beginning we made up rings 
and bracelets as Christmas gifts for friends. They 
liked them so much that word soon spread about the 
Honeys’ creative talents, and before they knew it, 
they had a brisk trade. 

Over the years, their retail business became secon¬ 
dary to their wholesale trade through which they sell 

’do with ROCKS! 
^ years of practice. A setting for a ring, for example, 
™ must be ground to exact dimensions involving meas¬ 

urements in the thousandths of an inch. 
Of course, this oversimplification of how the Honeys 

turn rocks into salable jewelry, may be misleading. 
There’s more to the business than meets the eye— 
much, much more. For instance, just knowing which 
stones are worth picking up and which aren’t, is a 
study requiring years. Then, too, the actual job of 
sorting thousands of stones is time-consuming, labori¬ 
ous work. 

& Moreover, though rocks can be found nearly every- 
where and are free for the taking, the Honeys confess 
that their hobby has yet to pay for itself despite the 
fact that they have been selling large quantities of 
their merchandise. 

But it wasn’t their original intent to start a business. 
It began as a hobby. It grew out of a desire by Mr. 
Honey to put settings in Monel metal rings he used 
to make some 20 years ago. He fashioned the rings 
to occupy his spare time while aboard river barges. 

A The trips took him away from home for several weeks 
at a time. That led to stone cutting which he prac¬ 
ticed for many years before he felt he really knew how. 
He is now chief engineer on a Mississippi River barge 
line. 

jewelry in dozen lots to gift shops in nearby states 
and to a few outlets in southern Illinois. 

“This could become a full-time business very easily,” 
Mrs. Honey says, but adds: “We’d really prefer to 
keep it as just a hobby though.” 

The entire front porch of the Honey home has been 
turned over to rocks. One section contains the expen¬ 
sive cutting and grinding equipment that Mr. Honey 
uses, while the other section is where the entire family 
gathers to fashion the finished products. 

Trays of paper souffle cups bulge with dozens of 
varieties of beautiful stones that beggar description. 
There are purple amethysts; blue-flecked dendrite 
agate resembling guinea’s eggs; jaspers speckled with 
yellow, blacks and browns; thunder eggs; black ob¬ 
sidian flecked with white; black Apache tears; green 
spider lace agate, and many others. 

The only rock in their collection native to southern 
Illinois and hard enough to polish is Ozarkite, which 
is pink with whorls of color in a granite-like pattern. 
It takes on a high degree of luster. 

Important to their growing business is the electricity 
from their co-op, Southern Illinois Electric of Don- 
gola. It takes seven electric motors to operate their 
machinery. 
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air is exhausted. A humidity thermostat controls the 
% flow of air. 

The 12 metal farrowing crates are compactly ar¬ 
ranged in two decks, three up and three down on 
each side of a central, service alley. This alley-way 
contains the water and feed auger lines, and the air 
ducts which serve each sow’s crate. 

Stall floors of expanded steel, with coarse mesh 
beneath the sow’s section, and finer mesh below the 
baby pigs’ area, permits waste material to fall through 
and collect on the solid metal floor underneath. A 

* manure cleaner delivers the waste to a liquid disposal pit outside of the building. 
A three-ton, steel bin holds a complete ration ol 

ground feed which is delivered to the sows through 
a system of augers. Unused feed returns to the bin 
for recycling. Floats control the waterers, while a two- 
ton air-conditioner provides the cooling. 

An electric sow elevator, mounted on four wheels, 
permits the hog-producer to move the animals easily 
to any part of the building, or to house them in the 
second level pens, Burnside explains. “When a sow’s 

J farrowing time arrives, she is washed in the service 
room, put in the pen of the elevator, and then moved 
to her compartment in the farrowing unit. 

“Once in the farrowing crates, the sow remains 
there until her litter is weaned at four weeks of age. 
When weaning time comes, the unit is emptied and 
cleaned to receive the next groups of sows.” Actual 
work-time spent by the producer figures to be less than 
an hour a day, Burnside says. And most of that time 
is spent checking the sows and the equipment. 

M Combined with this modern farrowing unit is a 
™ push-button feeding operation carried on in a 56 by 
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58 foot concrete floored, pole-type structure, complete¬ 
ly roofed. According to Dr. Burnside: “We have de¬ 
signed the building to study problems of management 
and nutrition connected with the concentrated pro¬ 
duction of swine on concrete feeding floors.” 

Burnside says the building is an exact copy of 
some now being used by large producers. “This build¬ 
ing differs, however, in that everything is automatic 
including feeders, manure cleaners, and waterers.” 

Gates and wooden partitions divide the building 
into eight pens, each 14 by 28 feet. An auger system, 
controlled by an electric time switch, moves complete 
feed rations from either of two, five-ton, bulk bins, 
located at opposite ends of the building. This feed is 
carried into double self-feeders which extend through 
the middle of the building. 

A division in the middle of the feed line permits 
the operator to feed different rations to swine in both 
halves of the pens simultaneously from both bulk 
bins. For experimental purposes, there’s a raised cat- 
walk above the floor, which makes it possible for the 
operators to observe all the swine in the building. 

fTflie concrete floors on each side of the building 
A slope from the bedding area, in the rear, and the 

feeding area in the front, towards a manure disposal 
gutter. There, two electric augers extending the 
length of the building swiftly move the manure from 
pens to an outside disposal pit. Another auger takes 
the waste from pit into spreader. 

This gutter is flushed out periodically with water 
pressure from a pipeline buried in the concrete floor. 
A removable metal grate can be lifted to get at the 
auger should it need cleaning or repairing. The same 
electric pump used to flush out the gutter along both 
sides of the alley-way is also employed to pump out 
the manure pit. The cleaning job takes less than 15 
minutes, a real labor-saver, Burnside points out. 

The professor emphasizes that the facilities at the 
S.I.U. hog research center, represent the ultimate in 
push-button, hog raising, and only very large pork 
producers would be justified in duplicating them. 
“Our set-up, however, should demonstrate to even the 
average producer, that he may be able to afford more 
automatic equipment than he thinks, since it can help 
him cut production costs.” 

One indisputable fact about automation in the hog 
business, the professor points out, is that none of it 
would be possible without electricity. “It’s the key 
to the entire swine research program.” 

Egyptian Electric Cooperative of Steeleville, serves 
the S.I.U. hog project as well as many of the Univer¬ 
sity’s other agricultural units. 

Push-buttons also save labor in the University's 
ultra-modern, double-decked hog farrowing unit. 
An electric elevator raises and lowers pigs, which 
are placed in the upper pens, safely and easily. 
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WASHINGTON 

ROUNDUP 
President 

asks for 

boost in interest rate on 

REA loans from 2 per 

cent to over 41/z per cent 

■ President Eisenhower, in his budget message to 
Congress last month, again asked for an increase in 
the REA interest rate. His request, if adopted, would 
more than double the cost of new loans to rural elec¬ 
tric co-ops. As defined by the Budget Bureau, the 
President's formula for hiking interest rates on REA 
loans would put interest over 41/2 per cent. It’s now 
2 per cent. 

The President’s formula goes like this: REA would 
borrow from the Treasury at a rate based on the cost 
to the government of recently issued “long-term” issues 
plus one-fifth of 1 per cent to cover “losses” and admin¬ 
istrative expense. 

At first, Washington economists took Ike's vague 
reference to “long-term” issues to mean securities with 
maturities of comparable length to REA loans issued 
in the last fiscal year. This is what the Administration 
had talked in terms of previously. 

Using these securities as a base, the analysts figured 
the interest rate for REA loans, as recommended by 
the President, would be 4.24 per cent. However, the 
Budget Bureau says the base must be 4.375 per cent, 
which means that if the legislation is introduced and 
then adopted, the rate of REA interest would hit 
around 4^4 per cent when the extra one-fifth of 1 per 
cent is added. 

In the budget message, the President did retreat 
from the Administration’s previous stand that REA 
borrowers be forced into the private money market. 
Last year’s budget message read: “I am again propos¬ 
ing that legislation be enacted to assist both electric 
and telephone borrowers to obtain financing from 
private sources.” 

This year’s read this way: “It is vital, looking ahead, 
that legislation be developed to enable telephone as 
well as electric borrowers to obtain funds from a 
mutually-owned financing institution to meet the 
needs for the future growth of these borrowers. Under 
this longer range plan, loans would also be available 
from the Rural Electrification Administration to meet 
special circumstances. The Secretary of Agriculture 
will work with REA cooperatives and other interested 
parties in developing such a proposal.” 

The new approach differs from the old in these 
respects: 

1. The Administration isn’t demanding action 
right now. It seems content with the “longer range 
plan.” 

2. The private source of funds would be a “mutu¬ 
ally-owned financing institution,” presumably along 
the lines of the Farm Credit System. 

3. REA would continue to make direct loans to 

meet “special circumstances.” At this point, such a 
statement could mean anything—or nothing. £ 
4. Benson will invite rural electric cooperatives and 

“other interested parties” to help develop the new 
plan. In the past “other interested parties” have 
helped draft the REA proposals, but the co-ops have 
not been asked to participate. 

The President also asked Congress to authorize 
$ 110-million in new electric loan funds. He estimated 
the carryover and recisions for this year to amount to 
$110-million, giving REA a potential electric loan 
program of $220-million. He requested $80-million A 
plus a $25-million contingency for telephone loans. 
Since all of this year’s telephone funds are committed, 
there will be no carryover for the phone loan program. 

Hamil endorses 
Ike’s proposal 

tion “realistic and 

REA Administrator David Hamil gave complete 
endorsement to the President’s 
new proposal to increase REA 
interest rates. Hamil called the 
President’s REA recommenda- 

necessary.” He added that the 
“record indicates that the interest rate adjustment 
recommended by the President would not work a 
hardship on borrowers generally.” 

The word “generally” was left undefined in the 
Hamil statement. Rural electric spokesmen have 
grave fears about the effect of a doubled or tripled 
interest rate on the entire program. They maintain 
that even a slight increase would jeopardize many 
struggling co-ops, the generation and transmission 
program, and the rural telephone program. 

Hamil said the important thing to the co-ops is 
“not the rate of interest they pay, but whether they 
have a reliable and sufficient source of new capital 
to meet the growing demand for their services.” The 
REA administrator also endorsed the idea of a 
“mutually-owned financing institution to meet future 
loan fund needs.” Hamil did agree with the President 
that such a plan should “be worked up in cooperation 
with borrowers.” 

■ One of the biggest give-away programs in govern¬ 
ment history came to a quiet end 

Give-away is on December 31, when the fast 
at an end tax write'°ff policies of the Of¬ 

fice of Civil and Defense Mobili¬ 
zation were terminated. During the 10 years the pro¬ 
gram was in effect, a total of-22,203 certificates of 
necessity were issued covering facilities estimated to 
cost $39.6-billion. Of this total, $23.3-billion were 
eligible for the fast tax write-off. 

Among the beneficiaries were the commercial power H 
companies. Until they were excluded in 1958, the 
power companies were permitted to charge off in five 
years, for tax purposes, 35-65 per cent of the total cost 
of new facilities. 

This practice was bitterly attacked in Congress and 
elsewhere on the grounds that the power companies 
were being allowed to write off facilities needed in 
the normal course of their operations. 

A total of $3.3-billion worth of power company 
facilities were certified for fast tax write-offs resulting 0 
in interest-free loans totaling $1.4 billion. Assuming 
a 6 per cent return on this amount over a SSYs year 
period, this represented a net subsidy to the compa¬ 
nies of $4.9 billion. 
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• NITE-UTE 

Here are color, light, motion and 
music assembled in one appliance, de¬ 
signed to delight the fancy of any 
child. It’s a new musical night light, 
which displays the beautiful princess, 
Sleeping Beauty, lying asleep while six 
characters from this favorite fairytale 
circle over her head. An imported 
Swiss music box plays the Sleeping 
Beauty Waltz. The entire unit is 
housed in colorful, sturdy plastic that 

^ looks exactly like a miniature TV set. 
Hankscraft Co., Reedsburg, Wis. makes 
the light, which lists for $6.98. It is 
sold in drug, infant and department 
stores. 

For the fisherman, here’s an electric 
fish scaler. Its flexible shaft attaches 
easily and quickly to any electric drill. 
It takes off fish scales smoothly and 
cleanly without ripping or tearing the 

£ flesh. The kit sells for $13.95 and in¬ 
cludes scaler, shaft, adjustable collet 
chuck, polishing wheel, and two emery 
wheels. Dremel Manufacturing Co., 
Racine, Wis., makes the kit. 

• INFRARED HEATER 
Solray—the first all weather-proof 

infrared focused heating unit—heats 
the exact area required with a flick of 
the switch. Its specially-designed, 
quartz heating element transmits infra¬ 
red heat rays, which are directed by a 
reflector, to heat any object it focuses 
on. The element is resistant to shock 
and weather. Solray is made by Wig- 
gin Products Company, Inc., 50 Ter¬ 
minal St., Boston 29, Mass. It is priced 
at $95. It has many outdoor applica¬ 
tions. 

• WATER FILTER 
Protect your drinking water with 

this filter which removes bacteria and 
other impurities from the water. Called 
Steri-Pore, the filter should be installed 
on a separate cold water line, so that 
only water used for drinking and 
cooking passes through it. Its capacity 
is approximately three quarts per min¬ 
ute. This filter does not use chemicals 
which change the taste of the water. 
The unit is only 13 inches long. It is 
made by Filtros Incorporated, 603 W. 
Commercial St., East Rochester, N.Y. 
Retail price is $27.95. 

Glenn Strong, Job Training 
Instructor, Dies Suddenly 

Glenn ‘Doc’ Strong died suddenly 
January 20, of a heart attack. Strong, 
an Illinois job training and safety in¬ 
structor for rural electric co-ops since 
1950, lived in Carthage. He is survived 
by his wife and two sons, Donald of 
Corpus Christa, Texas, and Robert of 
Chillicothe, Illinois. He was 57 years 
old. 

Prior to becoming a safety instructor 
for the 27 electric co-ops in the state. 
Strong operated a restaurant in Car¬ 
thage from 1945 until 1949. Before 
that he was a superintendent, utility 
foreman, utility serviceman, and a line¬ 
man for Central Illinois Public Service 
Company. 

Strong was stricken with the fatal 
attack while in his room at a motel in 
Springfield. He was buried January 
23 at Rushville, his home town. 

Protect your farm and family against power 
failure NOW with a Tractor-Driven Gener¬ 
ator. No extra engine to buy. Operates 
from tractor or gas engine. Supplies power 
for lights, heating system, water pump, 
milker, brooder, milk cooler, etc. 

LOWEST IN COST 20 YEAR WARRANTY 

™P6m 
NEWTON, IOWA 

n NEVER? H 

No, NEVER change 
fuses again 

JUST PRESS THE BUTTON 
TO RESTORE ELECTRICAL 

SERVICE 
Modernize- 

MINI-BREAKER 
Permanent! 

, Push-button! 
Screws-in! 

Safest! 
Underwriters’ Listed. 

Ask your Rural Electric Co-op about 
Mini-Breaker fuse panel modernization. 
If they can't supply you, write: 

MECHANICAL PRODUCTS, INC. 
JACKSON, MICH. 
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TELEPHONE NUMBERS FOR 
OUTAGE CALLS 

Office Hours—8 a.m. to 5 p.m. except 
Saturday. Report all outage calls during 
office hours to 185 Paxton. After office 
hours, call the following nearest number. 

Tony BarHeur Paxton 595 
Cyril Anderson Paxton 418L 
Herschel Workman Paxton 713L 
Donald Sharp Paxton 740 
Jesse Fiets Gilman CO 5-4159 
Evan Peterson Gilman CO 5-7235 
Eton Allison Hoopeston 462 
Dennis Rhodes Hoopeston 1244 
Lawrence Tieman Cropsey 20 
George Popejoy Cropsey 56 
Virgil Farris Watseka ID 2-4227 
Howard Gustafson Watseka ID 2-4614 
In case of an outage, check to see if 

your neighbors have service. If not, call 
collect 185 Paxton. If your call is not 
accepted you will know that the report of 
the outage has been received and that it is 
being taken care of. 

It is with a deep sense of humility 
and gratitude that we write this, our 
first news column, as the new gen¬ 
eral manager of your cooperative. 

At a testimonial banquet which was 
held in honor of our retiring manager, 
T. M. Brady, our president, G. N. 
Hodge, in introducing us as the next 
manager of the cooperative, made the 
remark that we had some mightly big 
shoes to fill. In the short time that we 
have been in this new position, we have 
become fully convinced of this. In 
spite of the fact that we have worked 
very closely with Mr. Brady during 
the past six years, we did not fully 
realize until now the responsibilities 
he had to shoulder. 

In tribute to Mr. Brady, we wish 
to say that the excellence of the or¬ 
ganization which he has developed 
and managed during the past 22 years 
will prove to be a lasting monument 
to him. Both our employees and mem¬ 
bers will benefit from his devotion 
to the cooperative and to the cause of 
rural electrification. We are grateful 
for the privilege of having worked 
with him. 

It is our sincere desire to continue 
to manage your cooperative in a 
manner that will build a relationship 
between you, the board of directors, 
and ourselves of mutual respect and 
confidence. To the best of our ability, 
we shall manage the cooperative strict¬ 
ly in accordance with its charter, by¬ 
laws, and policies adopted by the 
board of directors, without partiality 
or discrimination. 

It is our hope that, with the pass¬ 
ing of time, we shall have the privi¬ 
lege of meeting many of you members 
personally. And we trust that, through 
this column, you will get some idea 
as to what is going on in your or¬ 
ganization. We shall attempt to in¬ 
clude all of the “local” news coverage 
that we feel will be of interest to 
you, as well as furnish you with in¬ 
formation of a general nature. 

ANNUAL MEETING 
It is hard to realize that annual 

meeting time is just around the cor¬ 
ner. Your annual meting will be held 
on Tuesday, March 15, at the Paxton 
Community High School auditorium, 
Paxton. In a very short time, you 

A/ews I FROM 
will receive a printed notice of the 
meeting, along with a proposed amend¬ 
ment to the by-laws, with reports, an¬ 
nouncements, etc. 

You are urged to make your plans 
now so you will be able to attend 
this very important meeting. To break 
up the routine of the business that 
has to be transacted, the entertain¬ 
ment committe of the board of direc¬ 
tors is making plans for some very 
interesting entertainment. We are 
going to have another beauty contest 
this year. Remember the date—March 
15. 

STANDBY GENERATORS 
After the disastrous sleet storm of 

January, 1959, your board of directors 
decided that the cooperative should 
look into the possibility of obtain¬ 
ing standby generators for its mem¬ 
bers on a cost basis. This was done, 
and letters were mailed to all mem¬ 
bers last October, quoting special 
prices on the various types and sizes 
of generators that could be purchased. 
The response was gratifying. 

We want to point out that we will 
still accept orders for these standby 
generating units if there are any 
members still interested in this pro¬ 
tection. Such orders will be handled 
on an individual basis, so there will 
be a small increase in the prices that 
were originally quoted We suggest 
that any member desiring to purchase 
a generator call or write our office 
in Paxton for full particulars. 

Norris 
Damon Williams, Manager 

OUTAGE CALLS 

Office hours: 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday 
through Friday. Closed on Saturday. 
Telephone 404—Newton. 

To report an outage after Office Hours 
call Mrs. Wilma Bever, Newton; Joe 
Ware, John Tabb, or Gene French, at 
Newton ; Francis Smith at Claremont, or 
Cloyce Johnson at Lawrenceville. 

The older we get the faster time 
goes and it seems like annual meetings 
are here today and the next thing we 
know another one is over with and 
gone. There are a lot of other things 
we have noticed too—stairs are higher 
than they used to be; they make print 
a “blame-sight” smaller than they used 
to or at least we can’t see it as well; 
and the pants they make are smaller 
around the waist. 

You also hear a lot of comment 
about the wildness and “no-account- 
ness” of our younger generation. 
Whenever we hear this, and especially 
from people of Norris Electric, all we 
have to do is mention some of the 
things that happened when they were 
21 or 22 and the subject is dropped 
quickly. Frankly, we don’t think kids 
today are a bit wilder than 20 years 

ago, and just between us boys, we 
doubt if some of them are as wild. 

What has all this got to do with 
the cooperative? Nothing, except that 
renewal and replacement is very im¬ 
portant when time catches up with us. 
It can’t be emphasized too much that 
the Rural Electrification Administra¬ 
tion makes no provisions whatsoever 
for the allocating of loan funds for 
the replacement of lines that are worn 
out by the passage of time. 

It behooves this cooperative to set 
up funds that will take care of trans¬ 
formers, lines and wire for that day 
when they will no longer be able to 
do the job they were originally in¬ 
tended for. The directors of our co¬ 
operative saw to it many years ago 
that sufficient funds were being set 
aside to take care of this important 
task. 

Norris Electric Cooperative does 
make provisions for this and it is ac¬ 
tually called just what it says—renewal 
and replacement fund. This simply 
means that one of our most important 
tasks is to keep the cost of our elec¬ 
tricity at the lowest possible level and 
still maintain good service to our 
members. 

ATOMIC POWER 
A great number of people have 

asked us the past year what we thought 
the future of atomic power was. 
Frankly, we are not atomic scientists, 
but we do think this—that the pro¬ 
gram for nuclear power development 
which exists in the United States is 
making satisfactory gains. 

We think it could do better, but 
we think that eventually the time will 
come when our electricity can be gen¬ 
erated by atomic reactors. This too is 
future planning. Renewal and replace¬ 
ment, atomic power, and many, many 
other things have all got to be con¬ 
sidered, formulated, and worked out 
to the best advantage of all. 

★ ★ ★ 
One of the major problems that our 

cooperative has to contend with is an 
adequate safety program for our em¬ 
ployees. No monetary value can be 
placed on the loss of a human life. 

The past year has shown an up¬ 
surge on a nationwide basis of acci¬ 
dents caused by electric shock, not only 
to employees but to the consumers as 
well. Remember—do not touch a wire 
or let anything else touch it; television 
aerials, pumps, ladders, etc., or it may 
kill you! 

ANSWERS QUESTION 
To the question that we have been 

asked many times as to what hap¬ 
pened to the buck privates that got 
lost in the big watermelon down in 
the Flat Rock, Vincennes area we 
don't know. But if we ever find them 
we will bring them back to Jasper 
County to help corral some oF the 
rabbits in the Gila area. 
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is a tool to raise the standard of living 
for rural people, which in turn helps 
everybody. 

Naturally, the rural electric coopera¬ 
tive will be conspired against by selfish 
interests. The men who have thou¬ 
sands of dollars to invest would like 
to get control of the rural electric 
co-ops. They might even convince 
some uninformed people it would be 
good for everybody if they could get 
control of the co-op. 

YOUR RESPONSIBILITY 
Whether this happens depends not 

on the manager, or the President of 
the United States, or your Congress¬ 
man. All of these people are elected 
or hired by you and can be changed 
from time to time. So, the major re¬ 
sponsibility falls back on the coopera¬ 
tive member. 

This year, i960, is the 25th Anni¬ 
versary of REA, and it is a crucial 
year. The REA co-op members should 
be on the alert this election year. 
Watch your candidates for state and 
national offices. Find out what their 
record is on REA. Write and ask them. 
If you do this, more than likely no 
one will try to take your cooperative 
away. 

Jo-Carroll 
Charles C. Youtzy, manager, Elizabeth, 

phone 35. 
Office hours: 7:30 a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday 

to Friday. Saturday 8 a.m. to 12 noon. 
Outage calls after office hours, Sundays 

and Holidays: 
Harry Ehrler, Elizabeth, Phone 168 
James Riley, Galena, Phone 198 
Robert Wand, Mt. Carroll, Phone 7442 

During the last two months at least 
10 of our members have changed 
from 60 to 200 ampere service. A per¬ 
son doesn’t realize the amount of 
electrical appliances he has in his 
home and outside buildings until he 
attempts to figure the amount of 
amperage needed to operate his system 
efficiently. 

A 60 ampere service is outdated at 
the present time. A 100 ampere serv¬ 
ice will give adequate service for a 
time, but it will also be outdated in 
the near future. If any of you con¬ 
sumers plan to make any changes in 
your electrical system, or to add any 
additional electrical equipment, please 
feel free to call the office in Eliza¬ 
beth. We shall help you plan this work. 

Last month, we had several severe 
snow and sleet storms in our territory 
and were very fortunate as we did not 
have any outages from these storms. 

We feel certain that one of the main 
reasons for this was because our spray¬ 
ing, tree trimming and maintenance 
programs have done a good job in 
ridding our area of possible trouble- 
spots. 

Convenience 
Your cooperative outage reporters 

and minutemen were guests of the co¬ 
operative at a recent dinner meeting. 

Cooperative President Walter Johns¬ 
ton gave those present the latest infor¬ 
mation on the problems facing the 
directors and what they planned to 
do. He discussed the new contract 
proposals by our power suppliers and 
explained how the directors reacted. 

He reported that they did not feel 
that the increase in power costs as 

offered was too ob¬ 
jectionable, but the 
length of the term 
of the contract (10 
years) and availabil¬ 
ity clause were not 
to the best interest 
and continued 
growth of the coop- 

\ ‘ a A : ■ erative. 
Ralph White President Johnston 

Manager said the cooperative 
objected to the clause that called for 
the power suppliers (Central Illinois 
Public Service Co. and Illinois Power 
Co.) to set the rates that the coopera¬ 
tive must charge certain type con¬ 
sumers and in some cases require the 
cooperative to obtain permission to 
serve those consumers. 

The cooperative president also ad¬ 
vised those in attendance of legislation 
that is anticipated in the Congress that 
would increase interest rates and ad¬ 
versely affect the REA-financed electric 
systems throughout the country. He 
urged those present to let their Con¬ 
gressmen hear from them in person, 
letter or telegram, so that they might 
know what the grass roots opinion is 
on legislation that could cripple the 
cooperative. 

Manager Ralph White re-emphasized 
the power contract proposals and ex¬ 
plained how the tactics by the sup¬ 
pliers could cause your cooperative 
hardships. He asked those present to 
let the Illinois Commerce Commission 
hear their views at the hearing. 

The cooperative manager indicated 
that the presence of the member- 
consumers of the cooperative might 
have favorable results at the public 
hearing. Manager White asked outage 
reporters and minutemen to keep 
themselves well informed of the co¬ 
operative activities and to discuss the 
facts with their neighbor-members. 

WASHINGTON TRIP 
Maralyn Lebel, Auburn High School 

senior, who was one of the winners of 
an essay contest last year, gave a slide 
film presentation of the trip she won 
to Washington, D. C. The title of her 
winning essay was “The Rural Electric 
Convenience Cooperative’s Contribu¬ 
tion to My Community.” 

NEW DIRECTOR 
Arthur Brackebusch, well known 

Divernon farmer, has been selected to 

serve the unexpired term of Fred 
Harms, wfp recently passed away. Mr. 
Harms had served on the board con¬ 
tinuously since the cooperative was 
organized. Brackebush will be the 
District II director, which consists of 
Auburn, Chatham, Curran, New Ber¬ 
lin, Island Grove and Loami town¬ 
ships. 

Brackebusch was nominated by the 
nominating committee for that district, 
and was appointed by the board to fill 
the unexpired term of Mr. Harms. 
This action is prescribed in the by-laws 
of your electric cooperative. 

M.J.M. Electric 
We wish to thank the members, 

who participated in our Christmas 
lighting program. First prize was 
awarded to Roy Leach; second prize, 
Joe Tostberg; and, third. Herb 
Mieher. Honorable mention was given 
Anthony Schmidt and Melvin Miller. 
We wish to mention that next year, 
we will probably have a more exten¬ 
sive program. 

We feel that we should call atten¬ 
tion to our program on electric heat. 
We have a complete service for any 
member who wishes to install either 
a single electric unit or a complete 
electric heating system. Any member 
interested in electric heating may 
bring the specifications to this office 
for processing. We will give a com¬ 
plete cost estimate and an estimate 
of the power requirements. 

We are mentioning this because 
some members have come into our of¬ 
fice, and did not know that we have 
complete electric heating service. We 
do not stock electric heating materials 
or wiring materials, but we have ar¬ 
rangements with material suppliers 
who will provide any member with 
whatever material he may need. 

FREE SERVICE 
Several electrical service men are 

now experienced and proficient in 
installing electric heating systems. We 
would like to recommend them to 
members who require such services. 
We are finding that the requirements 
of electric heating are expanding to a 
volume where advice and control are 
necessary. In view of these circumstan¬ 
ces, please contact your cooperative 
office for all your electric heat prob¬ 
lems. It’s a free service. 

★ ★ ★ 
Attention is again called to the 

capital credits statements which were 
sent out last Fall with a complete 
analysis of the patronage capital 
credited to your account. There seems 
to be some misunderstanding as to 
the status of a member leaving the 
lines of this cooperative. 

These credits will not be lost to 
persons who have discontinued using 
our services. However, the cooperative 
should be notified of any changes of 
the addresses of former consumers. 
These credits will not be paid and 
cannot be paid until some future time 
when the financial structure of your 
cooperative permits. 
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Heating tape 

solves winter 
water problem 

for chickens 

Small wattage electric light bulbs, placed inside of waterers of this 
type, are useful in preventing ice from sealing off water supply. 

John Dappert, of near Morrisonville, wraps all 
exposed water pipes with electric heating tape. 

. * 

>dr 

A specially-designed, water-proofed heating tape is placed inside of the 
chicken troughs to prevent them from freezing and also to warm water. 

■ Unless hens have plenty of water available to them 
at all times, egg production will fall off sharply. That 
is why it’s essential to keep waterers in the chicken 
house free of ice. 

A simple solution to this winter-time problem, ac¬ 
cording to John Dappert of near Morrisonville, is to 
use electric heating tape. He puts it in the water 
troughs and also wraps it around exposed pipes. He 
finds that, “It’s the easiest and least expensive way 
of making sure that your hens keep laying during the 
cold weather.’’ 

Dappert, like many other chicken raisers, recom¬ 
mends that an ample supply of water be made avail¬ 
able to laying flocks at all times. When chickens be¬ 
come too thirsty, they are apt to over indulge, result¬ 
ing in looseness of the bowels. They cannot fill up 
like horses, cows or sheep. They drink small amounts 
of water at a time, just enough to moisten the dry 
food, so it will pass freely to the gizzard to be ground 
up. 

■N. However, Dappert, points out that plenty of water 
is not enough. He says the water must be warmed. 
Chilled water has a tendency to shock the chicken’s 
entire system. A certain amount of body heat is re¬ 
quired to bring the temperature of the cold water to 
the normal body temperature. Thus warm water is 
as necessary to digestion as food itself. 

Chickens troughs inside buildings are more sensi¬ 
tive to slight temperature changes than outside cattle 
troughs. Chickens troughs will probably freeze when 
the temperature drops only one or two degrees below 
freezing. 

This is due to the large area of metal trough wall 
exposed to the moving air temperature compared to 
the relative small amount of water in the trough. Nat¬ 
urally without some heat, there would be rapid chill¬ 
ing and freezing in a very short time. 

Heat tape comes in several lengths from three feet 
to 100 feet and range from five watts to seven watts 
per foot. They are available with snap-action thermo¬ 
stats pre-set to close as the temperature approaches 
freezing and to open at about 45 degrees. The tape 
can be put around water lines or placed in troughs. 
Circular water bowls can be heated with small light 
bulbs. Dappert uses 40-watt bulbs for this purpose. He 
is a member of Shelby Electric Cooperative of Shelby- 
ville. 

14 
ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS 



IVANOVITCHI PIP VOU REAP MY REPORT OK HOW AMERICAN FARMERS PO IT?*' 
Napoleon once referred to China as 

a “sleeping giant.” Russia, twice 
the size of China and three times 
larger than the United States, is indeed 
a giant! 

But it is not sleeping—it’s only half 
sleeping. One half is wide awake— 
the other shows signs of awakening. 

The part that’s awake is symbolized 
by the sputniks—science, technology, 
industry. The part that’s asleep is 
agriculture. 

Nearly half of Russia’s 210-million 
people are involved in agriculture— 
as compared with only 10 per cent in 
the U.S. In Russia, one agricultural 
worker produces food and fiber for 
himself and five others. Still there is 
a shortage of most foods, except wheat. 
The Russian diet is not well-balanced. 

In the U.S., one agricultural worker 
produces food and fiber for himself 
and 23 others. There is a surplus of 
agricultural production. We do have 
a well-balanced diet, by comparison, 
at least, and we exported $4-billion 
worth of the surplus last year. 

As many writers have noted, agri¬ 
culture is the weakest link in the 
Soviet economy. 

Russia is ahead of the U.S. in outer 
space activities. She inaugurated civil¬ 
ian jet service years before we got 
around to it. She is believed to be 
equal to or ahead of us in atomic de¬ 
velopment—possibly even in the inter¬ 
continental ballistic missile race. 

A DILEMMA 
Russia has become the world’s sec¬ 

ond industrial power—and all this in 
a relatively few years. 

Then—how and why is Russia’s agri¬ 
culture still asleep? Did this agricul¬ 
tural half of the economy have to be 
held back so the other half could be 
accelerated? 

What would be the result if Russia’s 
agriculture should suddenly awaken 
and become as effective as ours, so that 
67-million land-bound peasants could 
be released to the military, to industry, 
to science and to other sectors of the 
economy? 

These are some of the questions that 
interested those of us who toured Rus¬ 
sia, as members of the special Senate 
delegation. The questions are not 

* Clyde T. Ellis, general manager of 
National Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association, recently returned from a 
31-day tour of Russia. 

easily answered, and we can’t answer 
them here. 

But, based on our observation, on 
what others told us and what we could 
read from their published reports, 
Soviet agriculture is apparently faced 
now with this four-pronged dilemma: 

1. How can necessary incentives 
be provided farm people, under the 
Soviet system of state capitalism, in 
order to get the kind of production 
drive that makes U.S. agriculture 
tick? 

2. How can the top Soviet plan¬ 
ners gain agricultural know-how 
equivalent to ours—get it quickly 
to millions of farm leaders and on 
down to the peasants—and get it 
used quickly? 

3. And this is related to the 
“know-how” problem: How can the 
top planners develop, produce and 
adapt the necessary agricultural ma¬ 
chinery, both combustion-powered 
and electric, quickly to equal, or 
surpass, ours in efficiency? 

4. Also related to the “know-how” 
problem: How, in any reasonable 
time, can the super-planners allocate 
and transmit enough electric power 
to rural USSR and teach the folks 
how to use it, thus increasing their 
efficiency and raising living stan¬ 
dards to equal ours? 
These are by no means all their 

agricultural problems. The Soviets are 
far behind us in other areas, including 
breeds, seeds, insecticides, fertilizers, 
refrigeration, and rural transport. 

But—given the incentives, the know¬ 
how, the machinery and the electricity, 
these others could come quickly. 

“Incentives” did not come directly 
within our delegation’s scope, but we 
heard many stories of Khrushchev’s 
offering medals and cash awards and 
bonuses. 

Russia’s present Seven - Year - Plan 
calls for a 70 per cent increase in 
agricultural production. That’s a big 
order, and we heard references to what 
might happen if the annual Seven- 
Year-Plan quotas are not met! 

But, we got an impression that, with 
fair seasons, most production quotas 
could be met. We ask, “Would not 
several Seven-Year-Plans be needed to 
catch up with the capitalistic USA?” 

Tractor machinery is used to plow 
and sow, to do some cultivating and 
harvesting. We saw much of it. Most 
of the land seems ready-made for ma¬ 
chine agriculture. But much of their 
machinery would be obsolete here, and 
is inefficiently used. 

For instance, to the Russians, mech¬ 
anized sugar-beet harvesting means lift¬ 
ing the beets out of the ground with 
an expensive “beet harvester” which 
shakes off some of the dirt and drops 
them back to the ground. They then 
must be picked up and topped by 
hand, stacked by hand, loaded into 
wagons by hand, and hauled away by 
ponies or oxen. 

Electric machinery is little used. We 
saw some, such as milkers. But we did 
not see the [Continued on Page 22] 
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Seven Co-ops Oppose Rate 

Boost by Power Companies 
Seven Illinois rural electric cooper¬ 

atives appeared before the Illinois 
Commerce Commission in Springfield, 
January 26, to object to the attempt 
of their power company suppliers to 
raise their wholesale rates by 60 per 
cent over the price the co-ops had been 
paying for power until December 31. 

Edward J. Free, Springfield at¬ 
torney, representing four of the ob¬ 
jectors, told Commerce Commissioner 
Examiner Francis J. Cody: “I don’t 
think we should be forced to bargain 
with a club over our heads. 

He said: “This thing speaks for it¬ 
self. Here is a rate 60 per cent up from 
the one in effect for the last 10 years. 
We say it is so far out of line that 
it cannot be upheld or sustained. It is 
clearly unfair and not in the public 
interest. 

“I think the motive of the utility 
companies is to suggest an interim rate 
that would force us into a settlement 
with contractual provisions we don’t 
think are legal.” 

The seven cooperatives refused to 
sign a 10 year contract proffered by 
the power companies which eighteen 
other cooperatives signed. This agree¬ 
ment called for a rate.increase of about 
from four to 10 per cent to which 
the seven co-ops did not object. They 
did object, however, to certain 
clauses in the contract which restricted 
them as to which customers they could 
serve and allowed the power com¬ 
panies to determine the rates which 
the co-op must charge new customers 
using over 100 kilowatts. 

Three of the co-ops are awaiting 
approval by REA of a loan to build a 

generating and transmission plant to 
serve their own needs. They expect 
to have the plant in operation in three 
years, and therefore cannot sign a 10- 
year agreement with the power com¬ 
panies. 

More recently, three of the other 
cooperatives joined with Illinois Rural 
Electric Co. of Winchester, the only 
co-op in the state that manufactures 
its own electricity, to form the Western 
Illinois Power Cooperative. They hope 
to obtain a loan from REA to build 
a transmission line across the Missis¬ 
sippi to get power through the South¬ 
western Power Administration and 
Northeast Missouri Electric Power Co¬ 
operative of Palmyra, Mo. The only 
objector not a member of Western 
Illinois Power Cooperative is Rural 
Electric Convenience of Auburn. 

HEARING CONTINUED 
Attorneys for the Illinois Power Co. 

and the Central Illinois Public Serv¬ 
ice Co., the two utilities that are 
parties to the case, asked that the 
hearing be continued to February 16. 
Their request was granted. Illinois 
Power Co. submitted printed testi¬ 
mony of four company officials. 
C.I.P.S. will present its witnesses at the 
next session. The witnesses will be 
available for cross-examination by co¬ 
op attorneys. 

W. P. Gilbert, Illinois Power Com¬ 
pany attorney, defended the 13.5 mill 
interim rate to the co-ops, which have 
formed generating and transmission 
cooperatives for the purpose of provid¬ 
ing their own electricity. 

He said that “short term, standby 
business is a high risk business and 
would call for a greater-than-average 
rate of return.” 

Meanwhile, the seven co-ops will go 
on paying the temporary rate of 13.5 
mills per kilowatt-hour pending final 
outcome of the hearing.. Should the 
Commission order a decrease in this 
rate, however, it will be retroactive 
to January 1. 

The seven co-ops involved are: 
Egyptian Electric, Steeleville; South¬ 
eastern Illinois Electric, Eldorado; 
Southern Illinois, Dongola; Mc¬ 
Donough Power, Macomb; Adams 
Electrical, Camp Point; Western Illi¬ 
nois, Carthage, and Rural Electric Con¬ 
venience, Auburn. The first three 
make up the membership of the South¬ 
ern Illinois Power Cooperative. 

WASHES, RINSES 

AND SANITIZES 
ITSELF! 

FIRST CHOICE 
of PROGRESSIVE 
. DAIRYMEN 

femes ROUND DESIGN 
and VACUUM 

-THE SIMPLE, MODERN WAY 
TO AUTOMATION 

DON’T GET CAUGHT WITH AN OLD-FASHIONED TANK! 
Some farm bulk milk coolers can be as obsolete the day they 
are installed as your can cooler! Here are three, sure ways to 
tell an old-fashioned tank — so you won’t get stuck with one: 
(1) An old-fashioned tank, usually rectangular-shaped, re¬ 
quires water and ice to meet the cooling code, practically 
doubling your cooling expense. (2) When cleaning equipment 
is installed and used in an old-fashioned tank — the large, 
loose, awkward lids leak water all over your floor; and the corners are 
practically impossible to clean properly. (3) When you go pipeline with an 
old-fashioned tank — you have to shell out a lot of cash for an expensive, 
hard-to-clean releaser or pump. 

SEND FOR FREE BOOKLET 
— about the truly-modem, round- 
shaped ZERO T-20 Vacuum Auto¬ 
matic Bulk Milk Cooler, that cleans 
itself, today! 

am ® 

70/ViV T-2° VACUUM 

AUTOMATIC 

BULK MILK COOLER 
-with BUILT-IN .SPMVfR'-SPRAT j 

TKAIL COUPON FOR F°REE BOOKLET 
ABOUT A TRULY MODERN TANK! 

ZERO Corporation 
757-B Duncan Avo.; Washington, Mo. 
Please send me your FREE Booklet about 
the ZERO T-20 Vacuum Automatic Bulk 
Milk Cooler — the truly-modem tank — 
and name of my nearest ZERO Dealer. 

NAME  

ADDRESS. 

AUTOMATIC WASHER I CITY STATE. 
“J 
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Clwhih 
SMALL TALK 

A parking lot in downtown Los 
Angeles has a special section for small 
cars. They call it, “The Nursery.” 

★ ★ * 

The mistake a lot of people make 
when they pray is they put in too 
many commercials. 

* ★ * 

Boys will be boys; but they look 
pretty silly if it’s their second time 
around. 

★ ★ ★ 
There’s no fool like an old fool. You 

just can’t beat experience. 
★ ★ ★ 

When the debts of businessmen or 
individuals equal their assets they go 
into bankruptcy. When the same thing 
happens to government, it raises the 
debt limit. 

NEW DISEASE? 
On her first day of school, little Janie 

began to cry. “You aren’t homesick 
already, are you?’’ the kindly teacher 
asked. 

“No,” was the tearful response, “I’m 
here sick.” 
SAME SEX 

The young lady, stranded in the 
small town, asked an old man at the 
station where she could spend the 
night. He hesitated, then looking her 
over carefully, replied, “There ain’t no 
hotel, but you can sleep with the sta¬ 
tion agent.” Indignantly she drew up 
to her full stature and said: “Sir, I’ll 
have you know I’m a lady!” Unmiffed, 
the old man drawled, “That’s all right, 
so’s the station agent.” 

“John got so lazy after installing his push¬ 
button farm that it wore him out pushing 
them." 

SOME SMART ONES 
Candidate — “I’m pleased to see 

such a dense crowd here tonight.” 
Voice—“Don’t be too pleased, bus¬ 

ter, we’re not all dense.” 

RECOGNITION 
A housewife was complaining to her 

husband. “Just look at me! My clothes 
are so shabby that if anyone came to 
the door they’d think I was the cook.” 

“Not if he stayed for dinner,” he , 
retorted. 

NATIVE INGENUITY 
A visitor to a western hotel asked the 

clerk about the weather. The clerk 
didn’t know. But an Indian standing 
nearby said: “Going rain much.” And 
so it did. 

Awed, the visitor sought him out 
next day for a prediction. The Indian 
said it would be clear and cool. Again 
he was correct. The third morning the 
visitor asked again. This time the 
Indian smiled and said: “Dunno, radio 
broke.” 

GOOD ADVICE 
A farmer wrote to a veterinarian for 

free advice, saying, “I have a horse 
who sometimes walks normal, and at 
other times has a definite limp. What 
shall I do?” 

The vet replied, “The next time he 
walks normal, sell him.” 

LAND BANK LOANS 
are available for 

Pad/^Lm-Tams 

0? rm 
NATION'S FARMS ARE PART-TIME FARMS 

These farms do not provide full employment chiefly because 
of 4ize. Federal Land Bank loans on these properties take into account the 
excellent home advantages and the availability of dependable outside income. 

^ SEE OR WRITE YOUR NEAREST FEDERAL LAND BANK ASSOCIATIONS 

AMBOY 
BELLEVILLE 
BLOOMINGTON 
CARLINVILLE 
CARROLLTON 
CHAMPAIGN 
CHARLESTON 
DANVILLE 

DECATUR / 
DEKALB 
EFFINGHAM 
EUREKA 
FREEPORT 
GALESBURG 

HARRISBURG 

HILLSBORO 
JOLIET 
KEWANEE 
LINCOLN 
MACOMB 
MONMOUTH 
MORRISON 
MT. VERNON 

OREGON 
OTTAWA 
PITTSFIELD 
PRINCETON 
QUINCY 
SPRINGFIELD 
WATSEKA 
WOODSTOCK 
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Herbs 
from 

the 

blessings 
at the 

It takes only a sprinkle of herbs 
to add much flavor appeal to 

garden salads, meats, casseroles and 
even warmed-up dishes. Used with 
a light hand and the right combi¬ 
nation they can transform a rou¬ 
tine dish into company fare. 

Books have been written on this 
delightful subject for there is no 
end to it, just as there is no be¬ 
ginning. The lore of herbs began 
before history and so did their cul¬ 
tivation. There were around 70 
that flourished in the Williams¬ 
burg kitchen gardens during Co¬ 
lonial times. Some were used for 
medical purposes and you would 
want them only for ornament now. 
For the kitchen, just six are sup¬ 
posed to make you a good cook. 
The indispensable six are mint, 
thyme, sage, marjoram, rosemary 
and basil. However, we are going 
to give you recipes to illustrate the 
cooking points of a dozen com¬ 
mon ones. 

All of these you should be able 
to find in dried form on your 
grocer’s shelves for a few cents and 
they last a long time for they are 
used by tiny pinches. They are 
added to complement, not over¬ 
power, food flavors. Remember 
you use less of a dried herb than 
a fresh one (about one-fourth the 
amount). To enjoy the sight of 
herbs as well as the taste, grow 
them in your garden (see instruc¬ 
tions on following page). You’ll 
love the scent of spicy herbs as 
you walk or work in your garden. 
Your family will rave about the 
extra flavoring fresh herbs add to 
foods. And your eyes will be de¬ 
lighted by the sietfit of perky, softly 
colored herb plants about your 
house. 

BASIL 
Basil has an affinity for tomatoes—any 

tomato dish at all, fresh or cooked. Try 
basil for scrambled eggs, beef, pork, veal, 
boiled fish, other vegetables and salads. 
It lends delightful flavor to Italian sauce 
for spaghetti. 

EGGPLANT FRITTERS 
1 medium eggplant 
3 tablespoons flour 
1 large egg 

1 teaspoon minced fresh basil 
(Vi teaspoon dried) 

Salt, pepper, onion salt 
Peel, cube eggplant, cook in slightly 

salted water 20 minutes or until tender. 
Drain, mash with potato masher. Add 
just enough flour to thicken juices. Beat 
in egg until light. Add basil, salt and 
pepper to taste. Drop in 380 degree deep 
fat, tablespoon at a time, fry until 
light brown. Drain on paper. Sprinkle 
lightly with onion salt. 

CHERVIL 
This delicate herb looks and tastes 

like parsley only is milder (use fresh in 
omlets). It combines well with other 
herbs. Try over roasts, meat sauces, salads 
and scrambled eggs. Chervil does not get 
stronger in flavor when dried. 

HERBED CABBAGE SLAW 
4 cups shredded cabbage 

% teaspoon monosodium glutamate 
1 tablespoon minced chervil 
1 tablespoon minced chives 

V2 cup strong French dressing 
Drain cabbage well. Add seasonings to 

French dressing, pour over cabbage. Toss 
cabbage well. Serve promptly. 

CHIVES 
Chives, the most ladylike member of 

the onion family, will mix graciously 
with other herbs. Chives lend a special 
flavor to seafood salads, cucumber slices, 
cream cheese, tossed salads. To dress up 
a baked potato, slash top, add sour cream, 
sprinkle with chopped chives. 

OYSTER CASSEROLE 
In a well buttered casserole, alternate 

layers of drained oysters and cracker 
crumbs, beginning with oysters and end 
with crumbs on top. Sprinkle chopped 
chives lightly over each layer of oysters. 
Sprinkle top with grated Cheddar cheese, 
and top with bacon strips. Bake at 350 
degrees until brown and bacon crisp. 

DILL 
No newcomer, they were making 

pickles with it as early as the seventeenth 
century. Fresh dill leaves can hardly be 
misused, adds flavor to almost any meat, 
vegetable, fish or sauce. Dill seed peps 
up vegetables (especially potatoes, cab¬ 
bage, cauliflower, turnips, sauerkraut), 
meat and dark breads. 

SHRIMP SALAD 
1 cup mayonnaise 

% teaspoon crushed dill seed 
3 cups chopped cooked shrimp 

% teaspoon cayenne 
% teaspoon garlic salt 

Blend seed in mayonnaise, then com¬ 
bine ingredients. Chill. Serve on bed of 
baby spinach leaves. Garnish with hard- 
cooked eggs. 

MARJORAM 
This seasoning, which the Germans 

have labeled “the sausage herb,” does 
creative things for peas, string beans and 
litnas. It’s also perfect complement for 
meat and fish, perfect for roast lamb. Al- 
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though less highly flavored than sage, it 
can substitute in any dish. Fresh mar¬ 
joram leaves are a nice addition to the 
punch cup. A memorable pleasure in fruit 
salad. Try minced leaves in cream cheese 
for a tastier sandwich filling. 

BABY LIMAS IN CREAM 
2 cups green baby limas 
2 tablespoons minced onion 
2 tablespoons butter or margarine 
1 teaspoon minced marjoram 

(or Vi teaspoon dried) . 
V4 chopped pimiento 
Vi cup sweet or sour cream 

Cook limas in as little water as possible 
until tender. Add onion which has been 
browned lightly in butter, the marjoram, 
pimiento, salt and pepper to taste, and 
cream. Heat the seasoned lima beans 
thoroughly to blend flavors. 

MINT 
Strong, sweet, tangy yet cool—everyone 

knows it goes with lamb. Add finely 
chopped mint leaves—sparingly—to but¬ 
ter sauce for steamed baby carrots or 
boiled new potatoes. Finely chopped, add 
to spinach, green peas, beans, frutt dishes. 
Sprigs of mint give final touch to steaks, 
lamb chops and roast veal in place of 
xvatercress. 

MINTED GREEN PEAS 
Cook a package of frozen peas just 

tender (about six minutes). Drain, add 
three tablespoons butter or margarine, 
two teaspoons chopped mint leaves and 
salt to taste, Shake well and let stand 
few minutes to absorb flavor before 
serving. 

PARSLEY 
Everybody knows what parsley is for. 

Too few know what fresh-cut parsley 
tastes like. It is used most for garnish but 
it enhances salads, sauces, soups, stews, 
dressings, meat and vegetables. 

POTATO STRIPS 
3 cups potatoes, cut up 

% cup milk 
1 tablespoon butter or margarine 
1 teaspoon salt 

'A cup shaved process cheese 
1 tablespoon chopped parsley 

Cut pared potatoes in strips. Put in 
greased baking dish, pour milk over. 
Dot with butter or margarine and sprin¬ 
kle with salt and pepper. Cover, bake at 
425 degrees 40 minutes. Sprinkle with 
cheese and parsley and bake five more 
minutes. 

BAKED CHICKEN AND DRESSING 
1 stewing hen 
4 cups chicken stock 
3 cups light bread crumbs 
2 cups crumbled com bread 

Vi cup minced onion 
Black pepper and sage 

2 tablespoons minced parsley 
2 eggs 

Simmer hen in seasoned water to cover 
until tender. Remove from broth, drain 
off four cups stock. Brush chicken 'with 
chicken fat, place in large casserole. Mix 
together remaining ingredients and place 

dressing around chicken or stuff. Bake 
at 400 degrees until chicken is golden 
brown (about 15 minutes). 

ROSEMARY 
So beguiling is the name rosemary we 

tend to forget its strong flavor. Lightly 
used, you will love it for pork, lamb, 
beef (it is rightly called the meat herb), 
vegetables. Add a fresh sprig to fruit. 
Try combining robust rosemary with 
frailer flavors of parsley, garlic, chives 
or thyme. 

ITALIAN MEAT LOAF 
2 cups fresh bread crumbs 

% cup minced onions 
Vi cup minced green pepper 
2 eggs, slightly beaten 
2 lbs. ground beef 
2 tablespoons horse-radish 

2% teaspoons salt 
Vi teaspoon dry rosemary 
1 teaspoon dry mustard 

Vi teaspoon dry basil 
% cup tomato juice or sauce 
% cup catsup 

Mix meat in eggs, then crumbs, onions, 
pepper. Add horse-radish, salt, rosemary, 
basil, mustard, juice. Shape loaf round in 
bowl; transfer to shallow baking dish. 
Spread top with catsup. Bake 50 minutes 
at 400 degrees. _ 

SAGE 
Even though sage sometimes gets out 

of control it’s still one of the most popular 
especially in winter cookery. A sage recipe 
for poultry dressing is like folklore: 
handed down from mother to daughter. 
Most of our sage goes in sausage but it 
can be the key to vegetables, cheese and 
egg dishes and cream gravies. Make your 
own version of sage cheese by adding 
crushed fresh leaves to cottage cheese or 
creamed grated cheese. 

ITALIAN SPAGHETTI 
2 tablespoons bacon fat 

% cup sliced onions 
1 lb. ground chuck beef 
1 minced clove garlic 
1 minced green pepper 

3Vi cups canned tomatoes 
2 8-oz. cans tomato sauce 
1 6-oz. can mushrooms, undrained 

1% teaspoons salt 
% teaspoon pepper 
1 teaspoon dried sage 

Vi teaspoon thyme 
1 teaspoon dried rosemary 
1 bay leaf 
1 cup water 
1 lb. spaghetti, cooked 

Saute onions in fat. Add beef, stir until 
it loses red color. Add rest of ingredients. 
Simmer, uncover about one and half 
hours. Pour sauce over spaghetti to serve. 

SA VORY 
Savory is often called “the bean herb.” 

Add a little to any bean dish. Sprinkle 
lightly over broiled ham steak. Savory 
teams up with other herbs. Good ivith 
scrambled egg, too. 

SQUASH CASSEROLE 
Fill a quart-size saucepan with sliced 

young yellow squash and a minced Ber¬ 

muda onion. Add one-half cup hot water. 
Cover and cook on high heat until steam 
escapes; reduce heat as low as possible, 
cook until done. Mash squash, add one- 
quarter cup thin cream, three tablespoons 
butter or margarine, a teaspoon minced 
savory (one-quarter of dried), salt, pepper 
and cayenne to taste. Pour into well- 
buttered casserole. Sprinkle top with but¬ 
tered crumb. Bake at 350 degrees 30 
minutes adding two strips bacon last 15 
minutes. 

TARRAGON 
Tarragon is good on many things— 

fish, meats, vegetables, egg and cheese 
dishes, poultry and sauces. If you use the 
dry herb let it steep in butter or warm 
milk before using. Keep fresh sprigs in 
vinegar to flavor your salads—good on 
tomatoes. 

STEAK PATTIES 
2 lbs. ground steak 
1 onion, minced 
1 cut clove garlic 
1 egg 
2 teaspoons minced tarragon 

Brown onion in butter or margarine. 
Rub bowl with garlic. Add steak, egg 
and onion. Mix enough to blend. Shape 
into patties and brown outside in but¬ 
ter or margarine. Add salt and pepper to 
taste. Place patties on hot platter. Pour 
one-half cup scalding water in skillet 
(after pouring out fat). Add tarragon 
and spoon this over patties. Serve with 
baked potato and green salad. 

THYME 
Cooking with thyme requires no special 

touch other than a light one for it’s 
adaptable—fresh or dried—to meat, fish, 
eggs, cheese, poultry and vegetables. Try 
broiled green tomato slices topped with 
buttered, thyme-ed crumbs. The following 
recipe sold me on thyme years ago. We 
hope it becomes one of your favorites, too. 

LEMON BARBECUED CHICKEN 
1 chicken, cut up for frying or a 

broiler split in halves 
1 cup flour 
2 teaspoons salt 

Vi teaspoon pepper 
2 teaspoons paprika 

Vi cup butter or margarine 

Sift dry ingredients in paper sack and 
shake chicken pieces to coat. Melt butter 
or margarine in shallow baking pan in 
400 degree oven. Remove pan and turn 
floured chicken to coat, then bake skin 
side down for 30 minutes. Turn chicken 
and pour Lemon Barbecue Sauce over. 
Continue baking another 30 minutes. 

LEMON BARBECUE SAUCE: Mash 
one clove garlic with one-half teaspoon 
salt, Add one-quarter cup salad oil, one- 
half cup lemon juice, two tablespoons 
finely chopped onion, one-half teaspoon 
pepper and one-half teaspoon thyme. 
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Your 

Garden 
You grow herbs in the kitchen window or garden 

about the way you use them in your cooking-—casu¬ 
ally and by the pinch. A pinch of seed will give you 
a row of plants and some will take over the garden 
if you’ll let them, so a pinch of seed is often too much. 
However, all the varieties you need can be grown 
in a small section of your garden, or borders along 
a path, or a little area not too far from your kitchen 
door. Herbs are essentially weeds and people have 
paid little heed to improving them and this is all to 
the good—they still possess their wild sturdiness and 
will grow quite well without help. 

When you grow herbs for yourself, you have the 
advantage of using them in their flavor-best form— 
fresh, frozen or dried. And by transplanting them 
into an attractive window garden you can add garden 
freshness to your winter cooking. 

We have selected an even dozen herbs as being 
easy to grow (though not all outdoors if temperatures 
are ever below freezing) and tolerant of ordinary 
garden conditions. Some are annual (have to be plant¬ 
ed each year), some perennial (last year after year). 
Most adapt themselves to almost any surroundings 
but all need sun and moist but not soggy soil. Below, 
by their familiar names, are our door-yard dozen and 
we have grown all of them successfully. You should 
be able to find most of them listed in any major 
catalogue. 

Basil, an annual, is easily grown from seed sown 
after warm weather definitely arrives or if started in 
a sunny window indoors at any time of the year. It 
requires full sun. The plants grow two feet tall and 
should stand eight inches apart. 

Chervil is a small annual. It is receptive to shade 
cast by taller herbs, likes fairly moist soil. 

Chives are kin to the onion, but hardy and perennial. 
Clumps form from seeds but the faster method is to 
buy them in little pots from the grocery store (bought 
one for 19c). They grow outdoors in warmer months 

and retire in winter but will grow in a sunny window. 
Keep the tops clipped to have them coming on all the ^ 
time but do not cut the entire top unless it becomes 
shabby. 
Dill is an annual to sow in spring in a sunny row. 
Thin to clumps a foot apart so one stem will help 
support others. 
Marjoram, the sweet annual, will not survive frosts 
or cold ground, so sow only inside or after weather 
has really warmed up outside. 

Mint is a hardy perennial, Beg a “start” or rooted # 
piece from a friend or buy a pot of plants. In sun or 
part shade, give it an inch and it will take the yard, 
choking out most competition, unless you get rough 
with it. Put a sprig in water on a sunny window sill 
and it roots quickly. Start the plants a foot apart; 
they’ll soon flop around and root all over the place. 
In the fall, cut old growth close to the ground. Sift 
rich soil over plants in spring. 

Parsley is something anyone can grow and I’ve never 
heard of a failure. You can sow the seed outside in £ 
spring or inside anytime and it transplants readily. 
The only difficulty is the usual one with herbs— 
waiting for it to come up. You just about give up 
before it appears. Plants should stand six inches 
apart. Lift the plant inside during winter, cut it back 
and set it out in the spring. 

Rosemary is a shrub that grows wonderfully in a pot 
on the window sill but is not hardy outdoors in 
winter (bring inside the house or it will remain 
dormant in the cellar). You can plant seed outdoors ^ 
in the spring and re-seed each year. w 

Sage is a perennial easily grown in the sun from seed 
or better still, beg a cutting. It will live for years even 
in cold climate with protection. 
Savory does not transplant well, so sow where it will 
grow in the spring in a sunny location. It’s a spindly 
plant that looks better grouped. (There are two vari¬ 
eties but Summer Savory, an annual, is the more 
common and highly flavored.) 
Tarragon is one of the best of the lot. Perennial, it M 

needs winter protection in the north, or treat as an w 

annual). Get rooted cuttings since it’s a little temper¬ 
amental—prefers partial shade. 

Thyme is a tiny perennial and my favorite. Sow seeds 
in early spring, tie up in winter, clip and shape in 
spring. It’s still a tough brother—likes a rocky situa¬ 
tion just dandy. A seedling will not grow large 
enough for harvesting the first year. 

How to have and hold: Grandma’s way of merely pre¬ 
serving old herbs out of season was not the best. The £ 
best is to keep them fresh in a sunny window. Rose¬ 
mary, thyme, sage, marjoram, parsley, chives, basil and 
savory all can endure indoor life. 

It’s a good practice to freeze leaf herbs, some of 
them, at any rate. The idea has not been widely ex¬ 
plored but freezing seems to preserve the color and 
oils which carry the flavor. For freezing or drying, 
gather the herbs in the morning after dew is gone. 
Wash off dust, seal them in plastic bags without 
blanching. When you use them thaw in cold water 
or chop while still frozen. Herbs may be dried by “ 
hanging in warm, airy place two weeks or use paper 
bags for seed herbs (not the sun or oven). Strip leaves 
and store in airtight jars. 
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ILLINOIS RURAL ELECTRIC NEWS 
Judy Parker 
Box 1180 
Springfield, Illinois 

Please send me without charge the 
pattern leaflets which I have checked 
below. I am enclosing a STAMPED, 
SELF-ADDRESSED envelope for every 
THREE patterns requested. (If pos¬ 
sible, the envelope which MUST ac¬ 
company all pattern orders, should be 
of the larger size): 

1  Crocheted Overblouse 
2  Baby Set 
3  Satchel and Pillbox 
4  Runner 
5  Tray Mat Edging 
6  Frosty Star Doily 
7  Dresser Set 
8  Star Wheel Placement 
9  Enchantment Centerpiece 

My name is   

Address    

Comment (if any)   

This coupon expires March 20, 1960. 
Orders must be postmarked by that 
date. 

Fashion Forecast for Spring 

1. Crocheted Overblouse—a fashion for in¬ 
door or outdoor living alike. 

2. Baby's sacque, bonnet, bootees and mit¬ 
tens—keyed to "baby-vogue." 

3. Satchel and Pillbox—Two for the show 
and you're ready for Spring. 

Crochet and Spring go hand in 
hand because they both lead up to 
new wardrobes and a change in 
household scenery. This month’s 
crocheted designs are full of Spring¬ 
time mood; they are easy-going and 
gay. The young-in-heart will be at¬ 
tracted to every one from the beau¬ 
tiful blouse to the enchanting baby 
set. As usual, they’re all yours for 
free just for the asking. However, 
please be sure to enclose a stamped, 
self-addressed envelope for every 
three patterns you request. 

7. Dresser Set—Rings join spokes to point up 
eye-catching wheel design. 

FEBRUARY, 1960 

9. Enchantment—Lovely knots and clusters 
slip into any home decor. 

—for you and your home 

5. Tray Mat Edging—Sew this in dotted swiss 
with hairpin lace edging. 

8. Star Wheel Placemat—To please the eye 
serve dinner against this. 

4. Runner—This is tops for tabletops and lovely for buffet or vanity top, too. 

6. Frosty Star—Hitch your wagon to a star, 
a crocheted eight-pointer. 

FREE PATTERNS 



Hi Pen Pals, 
If you have sent a letter to Jr. Rural 

Electric News and wonder why it hasn’t 
appeared on this page, don’t be dis¬ 
couraged as last year was a tremendous 
one as far as the number of Jr. Letters 
we received goes. Just wait a little long¬ 
er and your letter will appear soon. 
Send any letters for publication to: Judy 
Parker, Jr. Rural Electric News, Box 
1180, Springfield, 111. 

LIKES TO DO DISHES 
I am 10 years old and my birthday is 

December 24. I am four feet, two inch¬ 
es and weigh 63 pounds. My hair is 
brown and my eyes are sorta green. My 
hobbies are doing dishes, sewing and 
reading. I would like to hear from boys 
and girls between 10 and 13. I will try 
to answer all letters. I would also like 
to have some pictures. — Nancy Perry, 
R.R. No. 2, Benton, 111. 

★ ★ ★ 
COLLECTS COLORED PICTURES 

I am six years old and in the first 
grade. I have two sisters. I collect colored 
pictures of animals. I would like to 
hear from boys and girls between four 
and eight.—Marcia Pense, R.R. No. 1, 
Warrensburg, 111. 

SEE YOUR 
KELVINATOR DEALER 

BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS 
Hermes Refrigeration Company 

CHAMPAIGN, ILLINOIS 
B. F. Goodrich Company 

DANVILLE, ILLINOIS 
Meis Brothers Dept. Store 

DECATUR, ILLINOIS 
B. F. Goodrich Company 
Rusk and Morrow Company 

DIXON, ILLINOIS 
Brown Lynch Scott Company 

ELLIOTT, ILLINOIS 
W. D. Kreitzer 

ELIZABETH, ILLINOIS 
Elizabeth Electric 

GALESBURG, ILLINOIS 
Brown Lynch Scott Company 
Carlson Refrigeration 

HOOPESTON, ILLINOIS 
Sheridan Fixture Company 

KEWANEE, ILLINOIS 
Brown Lynch Scott Company 

LEWISTON, ILLINOIS 
Lewiston Locker and Appliance 

MACOMB, ILLINOIS 
Brown Lynch Scott Company 

MASON CITY, ILLINOIS 
Hernan's Plumbing and Heating 

MONMOUTH, ILLINOIS 
Brown Lynch Scott Company 

PEORIA, ILLINOIS 
Del's Service 

PONTIAC, ILLINOIS 
Jim Campagna Appliance 

PRINCETON, ILLINOIS 
Swanson Electric 

ROCK ISLAND, ILLINOIS 
B. F. Goodrich Company 

SAVANNA, ILLINOIS 
Standard Plumbing 

Assignment Russia... 
[Continued from Page 15\ kind of 
milkers which we believe to be the 
most efficient and the most sanitary. 

We didn’t see much evidence of 
electric well pumps for hot and cold 
running water. We saw no electric 
feed grinders, conveyors, pig and lamb 
and poultry brooders, electric cooking 
units, electric irons, electric refrigera¬ 
tors, freezers, electric heaters, air con¬ 
ditioners, electric dish washers or dry¬ 
ers—and not much evidence of TV 
sets in rural areas. 

We saw instead non-electric “Chic 
Sales” and other things belonging to 
that time period. 

It has been said that every great 
industrial power on earth, before Rus¬ 
sia, was first a great agricultural pow¬ 
er. This includes England, Germany, 
and the United States. But Russia’s 
industrial revolution has “1 e a p- 
frogged” agriculture. 

It’s a strange mixture of the fast 
and the slow, of the new and the old. 

So Khrushchev vows he will do 
whatever is necessary to strengthen 
this “weakest link” in the Soviet econ¬ 
omy. Among other things, he is going 
to pour machinery into it. He is going 
to pour electricity into it. And he 
boasts he will out-produce the United 
States—yes, even in agriculturel 

ANNUAL "FROZEN GROUND SPECIAL” 
PRE-SEASON OIL SALE!    

HEAVY DUTY 

BARREL PUMP 

LOAD-A-MATIC 

$6.00 VALUE 

inlteb 

GREASE GUN 
W/ffi your order for 30 Gallons 

FARMDVl 
MOTOR OIL 

gpg Mor« 
implcmint 

: deolers tall 
;i:! Form-Oyl 

than any other 
brand in our 
8-state area 

\ 9re , design p0S'vW*’ 

SEE YOUR FARM-OYL DEALER 
ORDER NOW for immediate or future delivery! 
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uimmmmmimiimmmiiimmimimiimimmmiiimimmimmmiiimmmmmiiL: 

(Rural Exchange! 
| Reaching Over 430,000 Rural People Each Month | 
HiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiMiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiir 

Auction Schools 

LEARN AUCTIONEERING. Terms soon. 25 
years world’s largest school. Big free catalog. 
Reisch Auction School, Mason City 33, Iowa. 

# Business Opportunities 

MINK RAISING information, free. Complete. 
Lake Superior Mink Farm, Superior, E. E., 
Wisconsin. 

140 ACRE FARM, well improved, good build¬ 
ings, possession, terms. Farms, acreages up 
to 400 acres, some with oil production, $60 and 
up. Businesses and income properties. Faye 
Elmer, Realtor, 604 South Cross, Robinson, 
Illinois. 

• Livestock 

REGISTERED BRAHMAN Bulls reasonable. 
11 miles northwest of Shelbyville. Daytime. 
Call: Express 8-6669. Night: TE. 5-7428. 
Frank Russell, Fairland, Indiana. 

• Farm Machinery, Equipment 

COMPLETE PEACH and apple grading equip¬ 
ment run by electric motor. Nellie Willoughby, 
R.R. No. 5, Centralia, Illinois. 

15 KILOWATT D.C. Generator. Large six 
cylinder engine with generator attached; 
mounted on four wheel trailer. Excellent for 
stand-by lights or brooder. A-l shape. $700. 
R. J. Fischer, Box 684, Roanoke, Illinois. 

FORAGEMASTER SILO. Greater strength— 
silage acid proof. Write for free folder. 
Rowell, Inc., 752 Vandalia Street, St. Paul 14, 
Minnesota. 

MECHANICAL FEEDING will save you time 
and hard work. Send for free pictures and 
plans. Built for years of dependable service, 
the proven Silo-Matic Unloader and Scru- 
Feed’r Bunk Conveyor will feed your cattle in 
a matter of minutes. Write Van Dusen and 
Company, Inc., Wayzata, Minnesota. 

USED BULK milk tank like new. Priced 
right. Will move, install. J. C. Piper, Sum¬ 
ner, Illinois. Phone: 240F3. 

FOR SALE: 88 Oliver Tractor, A-l condi¬ 
tion; 70 Oliver overhaul with Horn Loader 
and Blade; 70 Oliver with Weed Sprayer and 
Drops, in good shape: 3/16” plow. Interna¬ 
tional Harvester: Electric Clover Seeder, good 
as new; Oliver manure spreader; one ZZ 
Briggs & Stratton, good. Russell Boeker, 
Tallula, Illinois. 

• Farms, Real Estate 

FOR SALE: 111 acre farm, four miles south¬ 
east of Girard, Illinois. All weather road, 
seven room strictly modem home, other build¬ 
ings fair. Productive land, basic treatment 
applied. Early possession; Phone 3707 for ap¬ 
pointment. Roy and Margaret Rush. 

Rural Exchange 
Rates 

Regular Rates: 30 cents per word. Mini¬ 
mum ad—$5.40 for 18 words or less. 

Rates for Illinois Co-op Members Only: 
25 cents per word. Minimum ad—$4.50 for 
18 words or less. 

Display Advertising Rates: $1.00 per 
agate line, $14.00 per inch. Minimum ad— 
$7.00. 

Payment must accompany all ads. 
Deadline is 24th of month preceding pub¬ 

lication. 
The Illinois Rural Electric News goes 

into 109,000 farm homes in Illinois each 
month—^actually over 430,000 readers, rep¬ 
resenting one of the most prosperous farm 
markets in the nation. 

Payment must accompany your order. 
Make checks or money orders payable to 
Illinois Rural Electric News. Ad will be 
started in earliest possible issue. 

Advertisers may deduct a discount of 
10% on six month orders: 15% may be 
deducted on 12 month orders. 

Mail ad and remittance to RURAL EX¬ 
CHANGE, Illinois Rural Electric News, 
Box 1180, Springfield, Illinois. 

2” POLLED HEREFORD Production Sale, 
Feb. 23, 1960. 20 Bulls. 28 Females. CMR., 
Real Silver, Domestic Mischief bloodlines. Carl 
Schahrer, Olney, Illinois. Four miles south on 
Rt. 130. Write for catalog. 

FOR SALE: Registered Corriedale bred ewes, 
University of Wyoming and King bloodlines. 
Border Collies registered in North American 
Society. Foster Walk, Neoga, Illinois. Tele¬ 
phone: Twin Oakes 5-4287. 

REGISTERED POLLED Hereford Bulls, one to 
two years. Also heifers. Choice bloodlines. 
Ten miles southeast of Centralia. Chas. Wil¬ 
loughby, Route 5. Centralia, Illinois. 

WISCONSIN HIGH production and top quality 
Holstein and Guernsey dairy cows and heifers 
due to freshen soon. Also younger heifers and 
heifer calves—all ages. Will deliver any size 
order by truck to your farm subject to your 
inspection. Ross Blott, P. O. Box 158, Muk- 
wonago, Wisconsin. 

• Miscellaneous 

SERVICE YOUR area — Agents, Dealers, 
Farmers make $125 up weekly distributing 
nationally advertised Campbell’s Gro-Green 
Liquid and 190% Soluble Crystal Fertilizer 
Concentrates. No investment. Demonstration 
kit furnished. Campbell Co., (Est. 1928), 
Rochelle 45, Illinois. 

KILL BRUSH at low cost with amazing R-H 
Brush Rhap. Will not injure grasses, grains; 
not poisonous. For free information write 
Reasor-Hill Corporation, Box 36E, Jackson¬ 
ville, Arkansas. 

KILL SUBMERSED Water Weeds which foul 
up motor propellers, tangle fishing gear, with 
R-H Weed Rhap-20, Granular 2, 4-D. Inex¬ 
pensive, easy to use, sure results. For free in¬ 
formation write Reasor-Hill Corporation, 
Box 36E, Jacksonville, Arkansas. 

MR. CORN FARMER: Control broad leaved 
weeds and grasses (crab grass, fox tails) with 
R-H Weed Rhap-20, Granular 2, 4-D. For free 
information write Reason-Hill Corporation. 
Box 36E, Jacksonville, Arkansas. 

EARN TO $65 Week as Practical Nurse. 
Learn quickly at home. No high school neces¬ 
sary ; no age limit. Write for free booklet, 
lesson samples. Post Graduate School of Nurs¬ 
ing, Room 95E10, 131 South Wabash, Chicago, 
Illinois. 

ELIJAH COMING Before Christ! World’s 
next great Event! Wonderful Book Free. 
Dept. IR, Megiddo Mission, Rochester 19, New 
York. 

• Seeds, Plants, Trees 

FOR SALE: Limited quantity new Blight Re¬ 
sistant Early Plymouth Certified seed potatoes. 
High yielding. Good chippers. Thompson 
Farms, Clymer, New York. 

FOR SALE: New Certified Blight Resistant 
seed potatoes: Merrimac, Saco, Huron, Plym¬ 
outh, Kennebec and 1335’s. Thompson Farms. 
Clymer, New York. 

STRAWBERRY PLANTS! Double state in¬ 
spected. Tennessee Beauty, Empire, Dixieland, 
Robinson, Armore $8 per 1,000; Dunlap, Pre¬ 
mier $7; Superfection, Gem 12. Tommy Rog¬ 
ers. Harrison. Tennessee. Phone Fi 4-6122. 

EVERGREEN SEEDLINGS and transplants. 
Send for free price list. Neuner’s Evergreen 
Nursery, Dept. IE, 368 Eicher Road, Pittsburgh 
2, Pennsylvania. 

# Of Interest to Women 

SEW APRONS at home for stores. No charge 
for material to fill orders. In our fifth suc¬ 
cessful year. Write: Adco Mfg. Co., Bastrop 
15, Louisiana. 

RECEIVE MAILS on new foreign and domestic 
products. Send 25c and receive surprise gift. 
The Accent Shop, Box 11096, Coytown, Orlando. 
Florida. 

SCASH, MAKING Artificial Flowers. • Free 
Discount Catalog. Flocraft, Farrell 17, Penn¬ 
sylvania. 

• Sellers 

FREE SEA Horse—10 beautiful seashells. 
named and packaged. $2.00 postpaid. Shell 
Supplies, 1102 S. “A,” Harlingen, Texas. 

DELICIOUS FRESH Smoked Herring, 5 
pounds, 3.00 postpaid. Gillingham Fishery, 
Bay Port 2, Michigan. 

ATTENTION FARMERS! 
YOU SHOULD KNOW MORE ABOUT 

THE LOW COST ACCIDENT POLICY, 

OFFERED BY THE PIONEER LIFE IN¬ 

SURANCE COMPANY OF ROCKFORD, 

ILLINOIS. DEPT. M. S. 290. 

New Early Tomato 
An extremely early tomato, often rip¬ 
ening big red tomatoes by July 4th, has 
been developed at the Jung Farms in 
Wisconsin. You can obtain a trial 
packet of this tomato by sending 10c 
to the Jung Seed Co., Box 30, 
Randolph, Wis. They will not only 
send you this tomato seed but also a 
packet of the glorious Giant Hybrid 
Zinnias and a copy of their 53rd Cata¬ 
log. America’s most colorful i960 seed 
catalog. 

DAIRY FARMS 
FOR SALE 

In Central Eastern Wis. 
80 acres equipped at Bonduel ....$12,600 

100 acres bare at Seymour   18,500 
120 acres equipped at Black Creek 25,000 
120 acres equipped at Seymour .... 33,500 
160 acres bare at Bonduel   19,000 
200 acres equipped at Black Creek 40,000 
240 acres bare at Antigo   25,000 
292 acres bare at Seymour   23,000 

Real estate tax on farms of this locality 
average about $4.00 per acre on tillable 
farm land with buildings. 

These are good farm buys as we never 
have a crop failure because of over 30 
inches of rainfall annually on the perma¬ 
nent, rich clay loam soil in Central Eastern 
Wis. 

A. H. STORMA 
Real Estate 

PHONE 69 BOX 2 SEYMOUR, WIS. 
The Heart of America’s Dairyland 
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NEW "NO-FROST” KELVINATOR 

Simplest, Most Economical Way 
To End Defrosting 

in both Refrigerator and Freezer Compartments 

NEW 1960 

KELVINATOR 
14 CU. FT. 

REFRIGERATOR- 
FREEZER 

You’ll never defrost again! With 
this wonderful new “No-Frost” 
Kelvinator, frost just never forms! 

And it’s so dependable! The de¬ 
frosting principle has been tested 
and proved for 10 years in hundreds 
of thousands of American homes. 
Laboratory tests show it’s much 
more economical to operate, too! 

Of course, like all Kelvinators, 
this big two-door model also gives 
you more usable space that’s more 
convenient to use, plus more 
built-in quality. 

Save time and steps with new 
Kelvinator “No-Frost.” It’s also 
available in models with the freezer 
at the bottom and in Fabulous 
Foodarama with the side-by-side 
upright freezer. Come see them! 

• Vapor-Tight "Cold-Mist Crisper" with no-stoop convenience • Exclusive Package Pantry 
for pre-packaged produce • New Magnetic Door Gaskets for a perfect seal • Butter and Cheese 
Chests • Twin Egg Trays hold two dozen eggs • Full-Size Adjustable Gliding Shelf of rust- 
free aluminum • Handy "Eject" Ice Trays plus Ice Cube Container 

Kelvinator Appliances are Built Better to Serve Better 

SEE YOUR DEALER NOW! 
KELVINATOR DIVISION, AMERICAN 

Refrigerators • Electric Ranges • Automatic Washers 

MOTORS CORP 

• Clothes Dryers 

DETROIT 32, 

Home Freezers • 

MICHIGAN 

Room Air Conditioners 


