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Thanks 
The response to RURAL EX¬ 

CHANGE was wonderful. It is 
most encouraging to the staff of 
your statewide publication, that 
the readers make use of services 
provided for them. And that’s 
what RURAL EXCHANGE is 
to be, another special service for 
readers. 

Thanks for the swell support 
you gave the initial announce¬ 
ment of the new classified ad¬ 
vertising section. Please keep 
those ads ’ coming in. Let the 
farm folks in Illinois know what 
you may have to buy, sell or 
‘swap”. Remember if you are a 
REA co-op member, you are en¬ 
titled to 50 per cent off the regu¬ 
lar rate. That means you can 
bring your message to over 300,- 
000 farm readers for as little as 

$1. 
Thanks again and one more 

thing. AH our readers can help 
make RURAL EXCHANGE a 
success if they will make sure to 
read the ads carefully. See page 
20. 
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WHILE REA Administrator Wkkard points out to Agri¬ 
culture Secretary Brannam that one new co-op consumer is be¬ 
ing “hooked-on" every 15 seconds, a lineman of Adams Elec¬ 
tric Co-op pushes the last fuse into place at a new substation 
so that some new co-op members can be “energized." 

Looking Back! 
As 1949 came to a close, rural electric co-ops here 

in Illinois and throughout the nation, could look back 

on a year of record-shattering progress. In the final 
month of the old year, a lineman hooked-on the 3,000,- 
000th consumer to a REA-financed line, 

Here in Illinois, co-op members were connected at 
a history-making pace. And with the beginning of the 
New Year the 27 rural electric systems in Illinois along 
with some 946 others in the U S„ started working on 
the fourth million. These electric systems, which are 
small, independent corporations, had already built 
910,000 miles of line since 1935 when REA was bom. 
And they had done it with an amazing degree of ef¬ 
ficiency, The money they had borrowed from Uncle 
Sam, was being repaid on schedule and with interest. 

None but the most bitterly prejudiced could 
refuse to admit that the REA-financed co-ops in 
bringing electricity to 3,000,000 rural Americans, 
had penned another glorious chapter in the book 
of American initiative. 

Looking Ahead! 
Starting from scratch 15 years ago, the farm people 

pioneered “rural electrification’' in the face of bitter 
opposition from the private power companies which 
predicted “failure" for the co-ops. The power com¬ 
panies felt since they hadn’t been able to do the job, 
it just couldn’t be done. Fifteen years has proved how 
wrong they were. In fact, after the co-ops showed the 
power companies that rural electricity was feasible, 
they jumped into the business themselves. 

The progress report on January 1, 1950, as far as 
Illinois was concerned, revealed that nearly 93 per 
cent of the farms had electricity. 

There wasn’t any great celebration when the 3,- 
000,000th consumer connection was announced in the 
closing days of 1949. The 3,000,000th consumer could 
have been one of those who got electricity when the 
above substation was energized. But, it did not matter 
much. Who ever the individual was, he was undoubt¬ 
edly just glad to have electricity so that he could start 
enjoying the benefits of the electrical age after waiting 
so long. 
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Let’s Have Your Comments! 
ARE ELECTRIC APPLIANCE DEALERS GIVING 

THE FARM CUSTOMERS A SQUARE DEAL? 

Because of the success of last month’s question, we feel that 

there are many co-op folks who can make constructive com¬ 

ments and suggestions on how electric appliance dealers may 

be more helpful to the farm customers. 

This is a subject in which appliance manufacturers are be¬ 
ginning to show some signs of interests. Since every major 

appliance manufacturer gets the Illinois REA News you can 
rest assured that your comments and suggestions will be reach¬ 
ing the people that can do something about them if they are 

made to understand that ’ something need be done. ’ That’s 
for you the co-op members to say in a letter to your statewide 
publication. 

Do the appliance dealers give you the information you want 
and help you buy the appliance that most suits your needs, or 
do they merely try to make a sale as quickly as possible. And 
how about service? We’ve heard often that dealers blame poor 

performance of an appliance on the rural electric co-op, saying 
it’s low voltage.” That means an extra trip and extra expense 
for the co-op to check the voltage when the ’voltage” is not 
the cause of the complaint. 

How about servicing of appliances? Do you feel the dealers 
are doing their best to give you service when you need it. We’d 
like to hear the dealer’s side of the story too because there are 
probably many problems confronting them in maintaining prop¬ 
er service. Maybe we can help them to help you. 

We re primarily interested in seeing the co-op folks get a 
SQUARE DEAL. That means that they can buy with confi¬ 
dence; that the dealer and manufacturer stand squarely be¬ 
hind their claims for the products; that the dealer gives the 
co-op customer the information and advice he needs to make 
the best selection; and finally, that the dealer does all he can 
to provide servicing on the products he sells. 

What do YOU Think? Is the farm customer getting a 
SQUARE DEAL from the electric appliance dealer? Don’t 
forget to let us have your comments. 

Maintaining Success 
Fifty-five years after Thomas A. Edison invented the elec¬ 

tric light, only one farm in 10 in United States had the use 
of it. And only about 20,000 farms in Illinois knew what elec¬ 
tric light was. That was 1935, the year the REA program was 
launched. 

Fifteen years later, 1950, more than 3,000,000 consumers 

had been connected to REA-financed lines. And nearly eight 
out of 10 American farms were making appliances. And in 
Illinois, more than nine out of 10 farms had electricity. That’s 
a remarkable record with most of the credit going to REA 
financed co-ops. 

The two chief factors accounting for this “outstanding feat” 
by co-op electric systems were “pioneer spirit” of farm people 
and “local, home controlled management.” The first enabled 
the farmer-owned co-ops to achieve what the power companies 
said was “impossible.” The second, stimulated “initiative” so 
necessary in solving the “tough” and “varied” problems of 
bringing electricity to rural areas. Both factors contributed 
towards keeping “red tape” at a minimum and in encouraging 
“enthusiasm” and rapid progress. 

But because the co-ops have achieved success does not 

insure that they will remain so. It is nearly as difficult to main¬ 
tain success as to achieve it in the first place. The trouble is, 
that success often leads to "over-conservatism”, apathy, and 
fear of “action.” In addition, it sometimes decays the strong 
fiber of initiative and enthusiasm. 

If the rural electric cooperatives are to remain successful, 
they must guard against “the deteriorating effects of success, 
lest they become easy victims for their ever-growing, well- 
heeled, co-op foes. The co-ops must ever remain watchful; they 
must not let petty differences divide them locally, statewide or 
nationally; and they must support policies of action, not reaction. 

iiiiiiifiiiiiiiiiitiiiMtiiiHitiiiimiifiiiiiiimiiiiiimimtimiimifiiiiiiiiiifmiiiiiii 

What Our Readers Say 
Editor s Note: Last month we asked our readers the 

question: Why do many members of rural electric co-ops 
buy gas ranges and refrigerators?” We asked the question 
because it is our belief that electricity is more efficient, 
safer and better than LP gas. In addition, electricity is the 
product members sell themselves through their co-opera¬ 
tives. Yet, we said there must be some good reason why 
LP gas ranges and refrigerators have found favor with 
many co-op members. And here are those reasons. 

As to the cost of electricity vs. gas, electric manufac¬ 
turers contend electric ranges and refrigerators are cheap¬ 
er to operate when electricity costs 2 cents per kilowatt. 
This is more than the “minimum rate” charged by most 
co-ops in Illinois which goes into effect after the first 200 
kilowatt hours of consumption per month. Since the co-op 
member’s consumption is fast approaching the 200 kwh 
average per month in Illinois, it would seem logical that 
LP gas users who are already using around 200 kwh or 
will do so in the future, will not be getting advantage of 
a 2 cent and cent “minimum rate”. 

We appreciate hearing from our readers and getting 
their views. Since nearly every large electric appliance 
manufacturer in the country subscribes to the Illinois REA 
News, you can be sure that what you say will be read with 
interest and in some instances, may arouse the electric 
appliance makers out of their “lethargy,” They certainly 
can learn plenty from the LP gas makers and promoters. 

We like to hear from others on this subject, criticism 
and praise alike. And also, those of you who bought elec¬ 
tric ranges and refrigerators, why not let us know what 
you feel. Are you glad you bought electric instead of gas? 
Let’s bear from you. 

No Service 
To the Editor: 

Dear Sir: We share our home 

with our youngest son and his 

wife and two children. They occu¬ 
py four rooms and we, my husband 

and I, have three. Our son bought 

a used electric stove which gave 

excellent service for three months, 

then the oven went off and the big 

burner. 

It was on New Year’s eve, last 

year. We had an electrician from 
Litchfield to come out to fix it. He 

said we needed a new burner and 
something for the oven he didn’t 

have on hand so would send for it. 

Well, he claimed he tried repeat¬ 

edly without success and suggested 

we get someone else. It was nearly 
Easter by then. We had another 

man from Mt. Olive come next. He 

telephoned several times to the 

dealer in St. Louis and asked them 
to please send it C.O.D. 

They promised but nothing came 

of it. Most of the summer passed 
and the man suggested we try 

someone else, so we returned to 

the dealer in Staunton and told him 
about it. He said he didn’t know 
why they were so slow in sending 

out parts hut it took a long time 
sometimes. 

It will soon be a year and the 

stove is still not fixed. They are 
disgusted. My husband and I are 

using LP gas and most anyone can 

adjust the flame on that. 

Also changing from an empty 

tank to a full one isn’t any more in¬ 

convenience than being without 

electricity during an outage. I am 

not writing this to create the im¬ 
pression that we don’t appreciate 

electricity, truly, we think it is the 

finest thing that has happened to 

us farmers, hut manufacturers of 
electrical equipment better wake 

up. Mrs. Edward Binney 

Staunton 

Tenant 
To the Editor: 

Dear Sir: Why do members of 

rural electric co-ops buy gas ap¬ 

pliances? Here is my answer. 

I bought a bottle gas stove be¬ 

cause we rent and for some un¬ 
known reason landlords will not 
pay the little extra it costs to have 

a stove wired. As for us, we didn’t 

feel that we could stand the ex¬ 

pense for someone else’s house. 

Hope this answers your question. 

If I ever manage to get a refrig¬ 
erator, it will be electric. 

Mrs. Ben Breneman 

Kansas 

Prefers Gas 
To the Editor: 

Dear Sir: You wanted to know 

why so many farm people are buy¬ 

ing gas ranges and refrigerators. 

Well I’d like to tell you why I 
prefer the bottle gas range. 

We moved to the farm during the 
war. We couldn’t get electricity for 

two years. The first year I cooked 
on a coal range all winter and sum¬ 
mer. Then we saw an ad in the 
paper where someone was selling a 

combination coal stove and gas 

range. 

Well we didn’t waste any time 

going to get it. Then we went to 

Peoria to see if the gas company 

would hook it up. They came out 

early next morning and that was 

really a thrill after working on a 
cook stove. 

Now I still have my electric range 

in my kitchen, but never use it, 

except to bake. The gas is so much 
quicker. I can have water boiling 

while the electric burner is warm¬ 

ing up. 

And too I am always sure of my 

gas stove as the gas people always 

keep the tanks filled. While in the 

winter we are always without elec¬ 
tricity s6m6 times as long as three 

days. Well this is just the opinion of 

a farmers’ wife who has both kinds 

of stoves in my kitchen. 

Mrs. Floyd Willowby 
Pekin 

Moved to Farm 
To the Editor: 

Dear Sir: I note with interest 

your question “Why do many mem¬ 

bers of Rural Electric Co-ops Buy 

Gas Ranges and Refrigerators?” I 

have both and like them. I had an 

electric refrigerator a few years 

ago when a resident of a city (Mo¬ 

line). I also had a good gas range. 

About seven years ago we pur- 

chased a farm near Mt. 

Sterling not served by the R.E.A. as 

were many farms in this commun¬ 

ity. I knew I would miss the elec¬ 

tricity but I wanted to be a farmer. 

My husband had been raised on a 

farm and wanted to return. We in¬ 

quired about electricity, and found 

that the war was holding up the 

building of ynes, but they would 

get to us some day. There was the 

immediate problem of. cooking, and 

I would have to have a certificate 

to buy a cookstove, which didn’t 

look so good to me anyhow. 

I wrote one of the local merch¬ 

ants and found that I could get 

L. P. gas installed and use the 

dearly beloved stove I then owned. 

The problem of refrigeration took 
a little longer to solve but I was 

very happy when a few months 

later my new Servel refrigerator 

was installed. I had seen these re¬ 

frigerators used before and they 
lacked nothing in my opinion. In 

the meantime I was washing and 
ironing with gasoline, and reading 

by kerosene, and it seemed that it 

would always be that way. 

The work was going on in other 

neighborhoods not too far away 
but we just had to wait until they 

got to us. In the spring of 1948 

we were told that if we signed up 
for the right-of-way, and had the 

trees and brush cut where the 
wires would be placed, that it was 
our turn next. That was done and 

we still waited and waited until in 
May 1949 our line was completed. 

I have had the use of my stove all 

this time, and my refrigerator for 
nearly four years, and words can¬ 

not express the pleasure they have 

given me. I have never had to 
serve a cold meal because there 
was no gas. 

My refrigerator has not been 

turned off for months and months. 
Last winter the folks who had elec¬ 
tricity got out their kerosene lamps 

and hunted up just about anything 

they could cook on when the weath¬ 
er played havoc with the wires. 

I had no such worries. 

I do enjoy the electricity. I use it 

for about everything else but refrigr 

eration. I do have a two burner elec¬ 

tric plate that I use sometimes. I 

had a great many appliances which 

I brought with me and packed 

away, and I do enjoy using them, 

but I still say a tank holding sev¬ 

eral months supply of L.P. gas is in 
my yard to stay. I speak only as a 

city wife who enjoyed both gas 

and electricity, and moved away 

from them, and was served by the 

gas company when the electricity 

was only a far away vision. 

Mrs. Fred B. Bates 

Mt. Sterling. < 
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Credits Initiative Of 
Farmers’ For Growth 
Of Rural Electricity 

Growth of rural electrification can be attributed largely to 

the fact that farmers of America ‘took hold of an idea, devel¬ 
oped it, and through their own initiative, built rural electric 
systems,” Knox T. Hutchinson, assistant secretary of Agricul¬ 
ture told the closing sessions of the National Farm Electrifica- 

Chicago tion Conference in 
Dec. 21 and 22, 

Farm income, Hutchinson 
said, must be maintained so 
that rural families can remain 
in the market for merchandise 
neecfed in modern rural homes, 
as well as for industrial goods 
required in operation of mod¬ 
ern mechanized farms. 

Main purpose of the confer¬ 
ence was to develop further re¬ 
search into techniques and 
equipment for using electricity 
on the farm, and their applica¬ 
tion by the farm family. Dean 
H, P. Rusk of the University of 
Illinois College of Agriculture 
urged industry to employ and 
“probably give more support” 
to men who know agriculture 
and farm life, who can antici¬ 
pate farmer’s needs for new 
uses of electricity, and inter¬ 
pret research findings to work¬ 
ers in the field. 

Better Life 
To plan a better way of life, 

farmers need the cooperation 
of town and city residents and 
that of neighboring communi¬ 
ties, Paul A. Miller .rural soci¬ 
ologist of Michigan State Col¬ 
lege, told conference. “Cooper¬ 
ative community planning may 
best start at the point where 
the people feel acute needs,” he 
said, 

P. D. Sanders, master of the 
Virginia state grange, and 
newly-elected head of the con¬ 
ference, said that electricity 
has enabled the farmer to re¬ 
duce his choring time to the 
same extent as field machinery 
has enabled him to cut his crop 
harvesting and handling time. 
Mechanization and electrifica¬ 
tion of American agriculture 
represents a backlog of busi¬ 
ness big enough to keep our 
economic machine running full 
blast for years to come, San¬ 
ders told the conference. 

Sanders, who also is editor 
of the Southern Planter maga¬ 
zine, said that the "revolution¬ 
ary changes which electricity 
brings to the farmer are no less 
sensational than those that 
mechanical devices have 
brought to farm production.” 

85 Per Cent 
“Today, ’ he stated, 85 per 

cent of the farms of America 
have the blessings of electri¬ 
city. The farmer has become 
one of the greatest consumers 
of electric energy, the major 
factor in making agriculture the 
new frontier of electric power. 
Last year, the average farm 
customer used 1,997 kilowatt 

hours of power and paid $65.90 
for the service. On the other 
hand, his city cousin' used 

26 Co-ops Attend 
Meeting To Hear 
Report on Rates 

Twenty-six of the 27 Illinois 

rural electric cooperatives were 

represented at the meeting De¬ 
cember 14 in Springfield to 
hear a progress report on rate 
negotiations with the Central 
Illinois Public Service Co., 
wholesale power supplier. 

Contracts from C.I.P.S. were 
distributed to those co-ops 
which buy their power from 
C.I.P.S. while a committee was 
appointed to negotiate with Illi¬ 
nois Power Company, the other 
large supplier of power to co¬ 
ops in the state. 

The committee was official¬ 
ly appointed by the Association 
of Illinois Electric Cooper¬ 
atives at its meeting Decem¬ 
ber 15. It included, H. G. 
Downey, V. C. Kallal, Joseph 
Heimann, T. H. Hafer, A. E. 
Becker, John Sargent, Fred W. 
Harms, William H. Thien, G. 
Wayne Welsh and Alvin G. 
Whitehouse. The association 
authorized the committee to 
employ the professional serv¬ 
ice of At Murer and F. S. 
Douglas, engineers. 

Manager Becker announced 
that the new directory of co¬ 
operatives will soon be ready 
for distribution and that a joint 
conference of managers and 
line foremen will be held 
March 30-31 in Springfield. 

The association board also 
voted to hold the Illinois 
Breakfast again this year at 
the National Rural Electric 
Cooperative Association con¬ 
vention in Chicago, March 
6-9, 

AN INDIAN BURIAL GROUND was discovered on Dudley Flora’s farm, near Stone- 
fort. In the picture Mrs. Flora is pointing to the spot where she and her husband dug up 
parts of eight Indian skeletons. The discovery came about when Flora was digging post holes* 
It was confirmed by experts from Southern Illinois University. 

Egyptian Electric 
Co-op Pay $18,000 
Taxes During 1949 

A report issued by the Egyp¬ 

tian Electric Co-operative of 
/ 

Steeleville shows that the co¬ 

op paid $18,000 last year in 

taxes. The figure, which in¬ 

cludes a public utility tax of 
three per cent, social security 
tax, unemployment tax, sales 
tax, license tax, gasoline tax, 
and property tax, represents 
nearly six per cent of the total 
receipts of the co-op. 

Because the co-op is a non¬ 
profit organization it does not 
pay an income tax. Any 
amounts over and above the 

(Continued on Page Nine) 

Mrs. Flora’s Husband 
Couldn’t ‘Ruffle’ Her 
With His Find, A Skull 

ROAD LIGHTING, though 
a temporary operation of 
Southern Illinois Electric co-op 
of Dongola, it is an important 
one for it points the way to the 
time when highways may be 
lighted by electricity of rural 
electric co-ops. 

When the state decided to 

only an average of 1,563 kilo-! chan9e 3 north of Cairo’ 
watt hours of power and paid , **• planned to con^tiuct a new 

(Cwjtifi'tie' on Page fifteen) [route. Because the contractor 

wanted to get the roadway 
built as fast as possible he had 
to work night and day. 

Here is where the Dongola 
co-op helped. For night wmk 
the co-op placed 73 light poles 
along the proposed route. On 
each pole there is a 1500 watt 
light, enough for the work to 
continue long after dark. 

This is a picture of the road 
gs it was being constructed. 

Not the least bit ruffled 
when her husband presented 

her with an “unusual antique”, 
a skull, Mrs. Dudley Flora in¬ 
stead became curious and hunt¬ 
ed for more “antiques” to go 
with the first find. 

Flora had accidentally dug 
up the skull while digging post 
holes. He said that he had no¬ 
ticed a peculiar coloring in the 
soil when he scooped some dirt 
out of one of the holes. Upon 
investigating closer he dis¬ 
covered the skull. 

At first, the farmer said, he 
didn t put too much importance 
upon his find. He gave it to his 
wufe, who has a hobby of col¬ 
lecting antiques, as a sort of 
joke. 

But to Mrs, Flora it was 
more than a mere joke. She de¬ 
cided to see if she could un¬ 
cover any more bones. Her 
first thought, she said, was that 
the skull belonged to a neigh¬ 
bor, w'ho had been missing for 
many years. 

Upon uncovering other 
bones, the Floras notified the 
Sheriff, w ho in turn called some 
officials at Southern Illinois 
University, The university ex¬ 
perts announced that the bones 
were of Indian origin and that 
the Flora’s had apparently dug 
into the happy hunting grounds 
of a tribe,of Shawnee Indians. 

The Floras said that they 
didn t know what the univer¬ 
sity men intended to do about 
the discovery, but as far as 
they were concerned it was 

“nothing.’ Mrs. Flora said she 
wrasn’t going to hunt for any 
more bones, she has too many 
other things to do. 

These “other things” for the 
Flora’s are farming 213 acres, 
feeding and pasturing livestock 
and raising 450 Buff Rock 
chickens. The latter is Mrs. 
Flora’s job. She said that she 
has been raising chickens for 
18 years. 

Just three years ago, the 
Floras became members of 
Southeastern Illinois Electric 

co-op of Harrisburg. And as 
might be expected electricity is 
greatly “appreciated on their 
farm, especially in raising 
chickens. “It is so helpful,” 
Mrs. Flora says, that now' I 
can go to bed with the assur¬ 
ance that the chickens will be 
all right. 

WI0CKJN& 

You can tell over 300,000 
farm folks what you have to 
sell, want to buy or swap for 
as low as $1.00. Co-op mem¬ 
bers get a special 50% dis¬ 
count. 

See RURAL EXCHANGE 
Page 20 
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Jo-Carroll Foils Its 
Members At Meeting; 
Against Rate Boost 

No! 
That’s the answer the mem¬ 

bers gave to the question, 
would you be in favor of in¬ 
creasing the electric rate, at the 
Jo-Carroll Electric co-op an¬ 
nual meeting, December 10. 
Only 30 per cent favored an 
increase. 

The board of directors de¬ 
cided to find out how the mem¬ 
bers felt about the rate and 
other matters so a questionnaire 
was distributed to some 350 ot 
the 500 attending the 10th an 
nual meeting in the Mt. Car- 
roll school auditorium. 

The opinion poll found an 
enthusiastic response as it per¬ 
mitted the Jo-Carroll consum¬ 
ers to anonymously say what 
they thought. The answers to 
the questionnaire demonstrated 
an overwhelming favorable 
opinion of the co-op manage¬ 
ment. Some 85 per cent said the 
electric service was good while 
only .005 thought it was poor, 
The employees were rated 
“efficient” by 45 per cent and 
“fairly efficient” by 55 per 
cent. 

Other Answers 
Other answers showed that 

50 per cent were in favor of 
the co-op going into the ap¬ 
pliance merchandizing business, 
while the same per cent op¬ 
posed it. All said they knew 
who represented them on the 
board from their areas. A total 
of 99 per cent said the co-op 
office was a ‘friendly place to 
visit” and 100 per cent liked the 
Illinois REA News newsletter. 
Only 12 per cent favored “re¬ 
gional meetings” in addition to 
the regular^ annual meeting. 

In the reports of the officers. 
President Everett R. Read dis¬ 
closed that in the 10 years since 
the organization of the co-op, 
the membership had tripled as 
had the average monthly con^ 
sumption of electricity. He said 
that the present income was 
adequate to meet all obligations 
and that 90 per cent of the Jo- 
Carroll area had been covered. 

Read stressed the importance 
of “membership education” in 
the success of the co-op. The 
members should know their 
r i g h t s and responsibilities 
toward the electric system they 
own. He also spoke on the im¬ 
provements in service which 
are planned pointing out that 
with an adequate supply of 
power now available through 
the Dairyland Power Cooper¬ 
ative. the Jo-Carroll system is 
in a position to make many im¬ 
provements to insure continu¬ 
ous, adequate voltage. 

Manager Reports 
Manager Charles Voutzy re¬ 

ported that the co-op purchased 
6C per cent more kilowatt-hours 
in 1949 than in 1948 and sold 
them to the members at 21 per 
cent less cost. He cited this as 
“conclusive proof” of the bene¬ 
fits of cooperative generating 

PRESIDENT E v e r e 11 R. 
! Read revealed that member- 
jship and monthly consumption 
| had tripled in 10 years since 
Jo-Carroll Electric co-op was 
organized. 

plant—Jo-Carroll is a member 
of Dairyland Power Cooper¬ 
ative of Wisconsin—saying 
that co-op members in the state 
would save a considerable 
amount of money by owning 
their generating facilities. 

The manager revealed that 
382 new members had been 
connected since October 31, 
1948, for a year of “significant 
progress” in line construction. 
He thanked the membership for 
their help and cooperation 
without which, he said, “no 
manager can operate a cooper¬ 
ative successfully.” 

Secretary Mrs* Bernice 
Moore and Arietta Potter gave 
a “dialogue” emphasizing the 
importance of “an informed 
membership.” The treasurer’s 
report was submitted by Mor¬ 
ris W. Birbeck. 

Speakers 
Guest speakers were Dr. Ar¬ 

thur C. Cochrane, University 
of Dubuque professor and Wil¬ 
liam E. Murray, editor of the 
Illinois REA News. 

Dr. Cochrane spoke on the 
responsibilities of the United 
States in the world today. The 
United States is the “leading 
world power today ’ and has 
“grave responsibilities.” Be¬ 
cause this is a relatively new 
role for America, it will make 
mistakes, but it must persevere 
to the end of “uniting” the 
world in peace. Americans 
must learn about the world and 
‘ pray that the leadership of 
their nation” will be effective 
and righteous. 

The speaker declared that 
“we have nothing to fear from 
Communism as long as the 
United States does right in the 
sight of God.” 

Murray cited “the pioneer 
spirit of farm people” as one 
or the main reasons why rural 
electric cooperatives have suc¬ 
ceeded in the face of “ob¬ 
stacles” which at first seemed 
“insurmountable.” Another 
reason he gave was local, 
home - controlled management 
which stimulates initiative and 

enthusiasm which was so 
necessary in "solving the tough 
and varied problems of bring¬ 
ing electricity to farm areas.' 

'Maintaining Success' 
The editor pointed out that 

maintaining success is nearly 
as difficult as achieving it. 
“Success brings its own ob¬ 
stacles and often decays the 
strong fiber of initiative; makes 
for over conservatism, and 

; apathy. 
1 “With the opponents of co¬ 
operatives becoming more vo¬ 
ciferous every day, co-ops must 
remain alert, and retain the 
same aggressive, pioneer spir¬ 
it which brought them success. 
You must not let petty, person¬ 
ality differences divide you and 
the members must support a 

I policy of action through their 
boards and managements if 
they are to insure the continu¬ 
ing success of co-op rural elec¬ 
trification.” 

Ten-year service pins were 
awarded to Directors, Mrs. 
Moore, Mr. Read, E. L. Dau¬ 
phin, Mr. Birkbeck and H. G. 
Dittmar. Five-year pins went 
to Directors Boyd Handel, 
Frank Bonjour and Harry 
Stanger, and Manager Youtzy, 
Robert Wand, Alice Biesman 
and Miss Potter. 

Re-elected directors for 
three year terms were Mr. 
Dauphin, Jessie McIntyre and 
Mr. Handel. 

Taking part in a varied en¬ 
tertainment program were Vir¬ 
ginia Winter, James Eden, Bud 
and Emily Anderson, Ellgene 
Eipper, Marion Eden, Anna 
May and Mary Birkbeck, 
Guilene and Janane Neusch- 
wanger, and Karen Ann Cher¬ 
ry, and the Glen Law orches¬ 
tra. 

Awarding of a large assort¬ 
ment of electrical appliances 
brought the all-day meeting to 
a close. 

NEWS FROM 

Western Illinois 
Carthage, UL 

L. C. MARVEL, Supt. 

Office Hours 

8 a.m. to 6 p.m. through Friday. 
8 a.m. to 12 p.m. on Saturday. 
Telephone 84 — Carthage 
In case of interrupted service — 

oustide of regular office hours, call 
one of the following numbers: 
Lee Leonard, Carthage — White 343 
Clarence Hitchins, Carthage—Blue 522 
Luther Bennett, Carthage — Black 146 
L. C. Marvel, Manager, Carthage— 

White 277 

DECEMBER 10th OUTAGE 

The cause of the interruption De¬ 
cember 10th, was due to an insu¬ 
lator break down on the C. L P. S. 
double circuit to its substation here 
in Carthage. The insulator break 

down caused the 
pole to catch 
fire at such a 
point on the pole 
that it caused 
interruption to 
both lines com¬ 

ing into power 
company sub¬ 
station, conse¬ 
quently throw¬ 

ing all service off that these two 
high lines made service available to. 
However, the company was able to 
give us service to our east station 

; by opening the switches on its lines 
into the substation. We in turn 
tried to give service from this sta¬ 
tion to all the members on our co¬ 
operative as long as it was able to 

handle the amount of load that was 

L. C Marvel 

added to it. However, as the de¬ 
mand became greater in the eve¬ 
ning we were forced to disconnect 
a contain portion of the system in 
order to keep up what voltage that 
was possible to keep up since the 
voltage coming into our station 
was low. This was the cause of the 
red lights over the project, but this 
was the best we could do under the 
circumstances. 

SECOND INTERRUPTION 
The second interruption about 

10:30 p.m. the same day was due 
to an insulator break down on the 
power company line in the Hamil¬ 
ton district, causing the power to 
be off about one-half hour. 

By the time you read this paper, 
we probably will have experienced 
some more outages, and low volt¬ 
age. This is in order for the power 
company to make their permanent 
repairs. When these low voltage 
conditions occur we advise that our 
members not use their motors as 
it might cause much damage to the 
motor, or burn one out. 

LINE CHANGES 
We again wish to remind those 

members in the southwest terri¬ 
tory that there will be some more 
low voltage and interruptions caus¬ 
ed by line change over. These line 
changes are being made to better 
the service to our members in that 
territory, and we hope each mem¬ 
ber will give us their cooperation 
until these changes are completed. 

We have received our long wished 
for wire that was delayed by the 
strike, which will complete our 
single phase lines. We are making 
every effort to complete the lines 
to the applicants who have been 
waiting for this service for so 
long, as soon as possible. We are 
sorry that this work has been de¬ 
layed due to conditions beyond our 
control. We are very anxious our¬ 
selves to give every one service as 
soon as possible. We connected 28 
new members during the month of 
November, and made service avail¬ 
able to 18, some of these are now 
wired and receiving service. 

new one-half ton pick-up truck 
which replaces one of the oldest 
trucks. Our members will no longer 
see the familiar blue-pick-up; it 
has been replaced by the new green 
pick-up. 

We are wondering how many of 
our members know how many em¬ 

ployees this Cooperative has. Do 
you know who these employees are 
—those who are on the job each 
day maintaining your electric serv¬ 
ice, and providing service to addi¬ 
tional applicants; the office person¬ 
nel and the part they have in work¬ 
ing for you? Ask about them, on 
your next trip to the office, or per¬ 

haps you would like to hear about 
them in this column? 

NEWS FROM 

Farmers Mutual 
Genesco. 01. 

WALTER PARSON, Mgr. 

The early part of last year we 
completed the program of increas¬ 

NOTICE 
Beginning the first of the new 

year those who are now receiving 
service at two houses on one meter 
will pay a higher rate. Those who 
are receiving this service will be 
given notice as to what the new 
rate will be. 

We have about 20 miles of stak¬ 
ing to do on our “N” section. The 
lines will be constructed soon af¬ 
ter the staking is done. Those who 
are on these proposed lines should 
get their premises wired just as 
quickly as possible after the stak¬ 
ing is done so that the service can 
be connected when the lines are 
completed. 

WARNING* 
We are again requesting our 

members not to send coins or 
currency through the mail in mak¬ 
ing payments of their bills. Your 

Cooperative can not assume re¬ 
sponsibility for money lost in the 
mail. 

The annual audit of the Coopera¬ 
tive’s books and records, has been 
completed. The audit was made by 
Paul Henson, field auditor of the 
Rural Electrification Administra¬ 
tion. The audit report was pre¬ 
sented to the Board of Directors 
at its December meeting, all items 
included in the comments were ful¬ 
ly considered and the report incor¬ 
porated in the minutes of the meet¬ 
ing. The cooperative was com¬ 
mended for the excellent manner 
in which the books and records are 

being maintained. This was Mr. 
Henson’s first visit to the Coop¬ 
erative. We enjoyed having him 
around; his audit activities were 
conducted in a very business-like 
manner, and we shall look forward, 
with pleasure, to his return next 
year. Mr. Henson, also made an 

audit of the books and records of 
the Hancock Frozen Foods Co-op. 

The Cooperative has purchased a 

ing the capacity of the coopera¬ 
tive’s facilities and rehabilitation 

of the existing system providing 
for adequate capacity in advance of 

the demand of the members anti¬ 
cipated requirements. 

We had expected upon comple¬ 
tion of this rather extensive pro¬ 

gram that every 
member regard¬ 
less of location 
would receive 
adequate, uni¬ 
form and de¬ 
pendable serv- B-: '■'$§$ ice. The results 

ifr.:.. . 
of our endeav_ 

ors have proven 
to be very satis- 

W. O. Parsons factory_ 

In previous years, more particu¬ 
larly, during the fall harvesting 
season, we would receive com¬ 
plaints of low voltage. This fall not 
a single complaint was reported, 
we had been striving for such a 
status for several years and we 
shall endeavor in the years to fol¬ 
low to maintain the system in 
good repair and increase its capa¬ 
city sufficiently in advance of the 
members’ requirements. 

ADDED USERS 
A good many electric ranges, 

water systems and heaters, stokers, 
oil burners, deep freezes, as well as 
motors etc., have been added in re¬ 

cent months which indicates that 
the members generally have con¬ 
fidence in their cooperative’s de¬ 
pendability, and it shall be our pol¬ 
icy to do our utmost to keep the 
service dependable. 

We have now gone into a 
strictly operating status. An ex¬ 
tensive study has been com¬ 
pleted which has enabled us to 
coordinate the functions of the 
cooperative more uniformly and 
economically, but we are con¬ 
fronted with the problem of 
an exceedingly high wholesale 
rate. 
We are paying the city of Gene- 

seo 75 per cent more for electrical 
energy purchased than the average 
paid by the cooperatives in Illinois. 
If your cooperative could procure 
energy at the average cost, we could 
and would reduce the rates to our 
members to such an extent that 
your rates would be comparatively 
lower than the rates now applic¬ 

able to this area. 

A contract for the purchase of 
electricity from the city is based 
upon cost in the operations of the 
municipal plant, which is exceed¬ 

ingly high, we hope however that 

the cost will gradually come down. 

Consequently the rates to our 

members will be reduced pro¬ 
portionately. At the close of 

- last year we notice that our 
members are using electricity 

quite extensively and advan¬ 
tageously and we want to thank 
you for your patronage. 

We are again especially pleased 
(Continued on Page Nine) 
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NEWS FROM 
Egyptian Co-op | 

Steelville, Illinois 

R. S. HOLT, Mgr. 

TELEPHONE NUMBERS FOR 
OUTAGE CALLS 

Call Office at Steeleville No. 68R2 
between 8:00 A.M. & 4:30 P.M. ex¬ 
cept Sundays and holidays, or if 
closer 

Call Warehouses at Carbondale No. 
25-F-12 between 8:00 A.M. & 4:30 
P.M. except Sundays, Saturday and 
holidays. 

After office hours call the following 
nearest telephone: 
Alvin Long, Carbondale, No. 30-F-ll 
John Shriver, Chester, No. 544-R 
Robert Huddleston, Steeleville, No. 

43-F-41 
William Muench, Steeleville, No. 

82-R-12. 
In case of an outage, check to see 

if your neighbors have service. If 
not, call the nearest telephone listed 
collect. If your collect call is not ac¬ 
cepted, you will know that the outage 
has already been reported and is being 
taken care of. 

Several of our older members 

will recall that just three years ago, 

January, 1947, you received your 

first copy of the Illinois REA News. 

The board of directors and man¬ 
agement sincerely hope that your 

state paper has 
proven an en¬ 
tertaining as 
well as an in¬ 
formative mes¬ 
senger for each 
of the past 36 
months. 

Our Illinois 
REA News is 
rated among 

the best and the Editor, Mr. Mur¬ 
ray and his staff deserve a word of 
praise for their good work. They 
would be glad to hear from more 
of you members if you can find the 
time to sit down and write them a 
letter. 

Just for the benefits of those who 
came in late we would like to re¬ 
print a part of the first column 
that the Egyptian Electric had in 
the paper. Here it is: 

FIRST COLUMN 
“We hope Egyptian members 

will read the REA News with in¬ 
terest and profit. We know you 
will find in it stories and helpful 
articles on matters of statewide 
stories which tell what other farm¬ 
ers are doing." 

Now that the holiday season is 
over, we will probably all get a 
chance to buckle our belts up one 
notch and try to remember where 
all the money went at Christmas 
time. It will more than likely give 
us a determination to devise ways 
and means to earn more money 
before the next Christmas season 
rolls around. No doubt there were 
many dollars well spent for elec¬ 
trical appliances that will soon pay 
for themselves around your house 
in the ensuing year. 

EGYPTIAN MESSENGER 
The management has made pro¬ 

vision for the publication of Egyp¬ 
tian Messenger. Many members 
have stated that they missed the 
little bulletin since it was discon¬ 
tinued during the war. You should 
have received your copy around 
Christmas. It is hoped that you en¬ 
joyed the first issue with its pic¬ 
tures and information. 

The intentions are to send it to 
you as a trial once every three 
months. With your interest and 
help we should be able to improve 
the Messenger with each publica¬ 
tion. 

APPLIANCE SURVEY 
In setting up an efficient and 

useful power use department it is 
very necessary that our power use 
advisor have a record of the ap¬ 
pliances that our members are us¬ 
ing. It is possible only through 
member co-operation. 

As was explained in the Mes¬ 
senger you not only have a chance 
to help improve your co-op serv¬ 
ice by promptly mailing in your 
survey cards, but also have a 
chance to receive a fine $40 Sun¬ 
beam Mixmaster. If you haven’t 
mailed in your card do so at once. 
Remember February 15th is the 
final day for your card to be in 

R. S. Holt 

NOT MUCH NOW, but by 
next September it will be the 
Tri-Co High School, the first 
all-rural high school in the 
state. 

Ora Snider, public relations 
director of Egyptian Electric 
co-op of Steeleville, is shown in 
the above picture with the first 
step in construction of the 
school, the well. 

The school, which will serve 

the three counties of Jackson, 
Perry and Randolph, will be 
located MI the Jackson-Perry 
county line between the towns 
of Ava and Campbell Hill in 
what was formerly a corn field. 

Snider said that the Steele¬ 
ville co-op would provide the 
electrical power for the school 
and for the football field, to be 
located just north of the school 
building. 

the office. If you have lost your 
card let us know and we will send 
you another. 

NEW BUILDING 
The roof is on, part of the floor 

is poured, the heating and wiring 
systems are nearly complete. With 
good luck on our side it is very 
probable that the members may 
get an invitation in the near future 
to an open house reception. We 
now hdpe to be able to move in 
some time in February. From all 
appearances we will all he very 
proud of this ultra-modern head¬ 
quarters. 

CHRISTMAS PARTY 
On the evening of December 9th, 

104 employees, directors, wives, 
sweethearts, and guests gathered 
at the Belvidere Club to take part 
in the annual Christmas party. 
Due to the icy roads and bad 
weather some directors and em¬ 
ployees were unable to attend. 

After dinner, presents were ex¬ 
changed and attendance awards 
were given to Miss June Downen, 
Elmer Joost and Director Louis 
Dietz. Manager R. S. Holt and 
Office Manager W. H. Alms gave 
some interesting figures on the 
progress of the co-op throughout 
1949. The remainder of the even¬ 
ing was spent in observing a movie 
and dancing to the music of Tom¬ 
my Watson of KMOX. 

OUTAGES 
During December there were 

very few outages due to storms 
and faulty lines, however there 
were quite a few interruptions 
northwest of Sparta in the area 
that is to be served by the new 
3-phase line and Sparta Substation. 
Construction work on this line 
makes it necessary that these 
things do occur. 

The line is to be energized in 
the near future and until that hap¬ 
pens there will be more interrup¬ 
tions, however these outages will 
not occur during the milking time 
or during the noon-hour, and will 
not he of very long duration. We 
hate it that even these have to 
happen, but the improved service 
after the job is complete will more 
than compensate for the trouble 
caused now. 

PICTURE PROJECTOR 
The co-operative has purchased 

a new 16 mm. sound projector and 
a filmstrip machine. It is planned 

to use this in membership meetings 

throughout all areas. These meet¬ 

ings are being organized in each 

community where it is possible to 

do so. 

We will need the help and co¬ 

operation of many members in set¬ 

ting up this program but it is felt 
that much good can come to every¬ 
body. You will he duly notified of 
the meeting when it comes to your 
area. 

In the meantime any church, 
school, or farm group wishing to 
use this projector may do so by 
contacting Mr. Snider at the Steele¬ 
ville office. 

METER TESTING 
For the benefit of many new 

members it is deemed wise to ex¬ 
plain the meter testing program, in 
this column. Meters do go haywire, 
however in most cases meters test 
slow instead of fast. Most members 
will realize that if some curb would 
not be put on requests for meter 
testing, it would keep a truck busy 
picking up meters to test .If a mem¬ 
ber wants his meter tested here is 
the proceedure: 

Before requesting a meter test 
be sure you have no short circuits 
in your wiring. Pull the main dis¬ 
connect switch. If your meter still 
runs, call the co-operatives for a 
meter test. When the service man 
comes, he will put in a different 
meter and pick up your old meter 
along with a $2.50 deposit. 

The meter will be sent in to the 
factory for a test. If the meter is 
found to be fast your $2.50 will be 
refunded and adjustments will be 
made accordingly. If the meter is 
found to be OK, the $2.50 deposit 
will be used to defray the expenses. 

Since September we have had 
four meters tested. All four were 
found to be registering accurately. 

LETTERS FROM MEMBERS 
Dear Folks: 
Just a few lines to let you know 

that we still like our servant (elec¬ 
tricity) and we are striving* to put 
it to more uses. I was over our 
line right-of-way and noticed a 
large limb of an oak tree about to 
touch the line, and a few days later 
I was going to notify you but I 
went back along the line a few days 
later and someone had climbed the 
tree and the limb had been cut 
off. Thank you all a lot. The main¬ 

tenance crew is really (on the ball) 

on the job. 

We are, at the present time, and 
for some time in the past, having 
some radio interference. It sounds 
like an outage somewhere, like a 
limb of a tree touching the hot 
wire occasionally, it is not a 
rythmic sound like a motor or ap¬ 
pliance. I have talked to our neigh¬ 
bors and they are having the same 
trouble and it is apparently get¬ 
ting worse. 

We just wondered if the trouble 
shooters would stop sometime 
when it is convenient and see if 
they can locate the trouble. 

I hesitate to ask this for a little 
item such as a radio. 

We have had all the appliances 
checked including the radio and are 
ok. Thanking you in advance, very 
truly yours, William Buford RFD 
No. 1 Murphysboro. 

OPERATING REPORT 
1949 1948 
Nov. Nov. 

Miles Energized  1412.88 1255.87 
Revenue Per Mile _ 16.45 15.08 
Connected Members 4237 3663 
Density Per Mile   2.99 2.91 
Average Bill   5.49 5.28 
Average KWH Used 132 124 
KWH Sold  567,756 439,148 

NEWS FROM 
Adams 

Camp Point, 01- 

DEAN SEARLS, Supt. 

We are pleased to announce the 
names of those who received 
awards at our booth at the Adams, 
Schuyler and Brown County Fairs. 

You were asked 
to give the num- 

ker °f kilowatt 
If hours members 

J|||| •#***' ^<<: of this co-opera- 

|L tive would pur- 
chase during the 
month of Aug- 

We 
Dean Searls our congratula¬ 

tions to Lee Fagan, of Rushville, at 
the Schuyler County Fair, Earl 
Knight of Timewell. At the Brown 
County Fair and Mrs. Frank 
Shriver of Mendon, at the Adams 
County Fair. 

Each of these people will re¬ 
ceive one month’s electric energy 
free. 

OUTAGES 
All outages occurring in Adams 

county should be reported to the 
office at Camp Point. The tele¬ 
phone number during office hours 
is 39 and after hours you may call 
the manager’s home, 34R2, or the 
line superintende. .’s home, 142. If 
either of these numbers cannot be 
reached, the telephone operator 
will know who is to be called. 

For members living in Brown 
county, their outages should be re¬ 
ported to the Brown County Ser¬ 
viceman, Robert Wilson, telephone 
238R2, Mt. Sterling. If you cannot 
reach this number, call any of the 
Camp Point numbers. 

For members living in Schuy¬ 
ler county with the exception 
of those living west of Camden, 
should call our Schuyler County 
Serviceman, Don Davis, 344 

' Rushville. If his number 68 can¬ 
not be reached, call any of the 
numbers in Camp Point. 
Ail members living in Schuyler 

county west of the line drawn 
north and south through Camden 
should call Camp Point when they 
are out of service. 

Outages may be reported collect. 
If your caU is not accepted do not 
be disturbed, as this indicates that 
we know of the outage and ar¬ 
rangements are being made for its 
correction. Calls pertaining to ser¬ 
vice such as meter readings, dis¬ 
connection, reconnections, member¬ 
ships, power use advise, etc., do not 
warrant collect calls. 

ARE YOU MOVING? 
Each year a number of our mem¬ 

bers move to different locations 
prior to March 1st. If you are one 

of these persons that is going to 

move, the following suggestions 

will help your co-op to maintain 

a current list of members receiving 

service and the correct addresses; 

1. We would like to know the 

meter reading as of the date that 
you move. 

2. We w -Id like to know your 
new address in order that we may 

! send your final bill to you and also 
whether you will be receiving ser¬ 
vice from this co-op at your new 
address. 

3. If you know, we would like to 
know the name of the person mov¬ 
ing in to the place where you are 
moving out and if you can give 
us this information ahead of time, 
we would like to know his present 
address in order that we may con¬ 
tact him if necessary. 

4. If the person moving in to 
your place has not contacted the 
co-op, we would appreciate your 
advising him to contact the office 
immediately, or otherwise we may 
have to make an unnecessary trip 
to disconnect the service. 

5. If you are moving to another 
place serviced by this co-op, we 
would also like to have the meter 
reading at your new location as 
of the date you move in and, if pos¬ 
sible, send us the name of the 
person that moved out of that 
place. 

Any information that you can 
give us about your moving will be 
greatly appreciated because we do 
not have personal contact with you 
and rely on your giving us the in¬ 
formation we need. 

IMPORTANT WEEKS 
National 4-H Club Week, first 

week in March. 
National 4-H Achievement Week, 

first week in November. 
National 4-H Club Congress, first 

week in December. 
These are three important weeks 

for all 4-H members, but the work 
and planning that is done through¬ 
out the year will make these dates 
more important. 

The 4-H members that attended 
the recent 4-H Club Congress in 
Chicago will not need an extra 
boost to try to do better each year. 
They only have to recall the week 
spent in Chicago and the 50th Live 
Stock Exhibition for their renewed 
enthusiasm for club work. 

The 4-H Better Methods Electric 
event has been changed in name 
only to the 4-H Farm and Home 
Electric Program. Your local deal¬ 
er or County Youth Assistant has 
the rules for the 1950 National 4-H 
Farm and Home Electric event. 
This is a grand opportunity for the 
4-H Boys and Girls of our area to 
distinguish themselves and do a 
worthwhile piece of work for their 
community. 

WATER HEATERS 
On the installation of water heat¬ 

ers of the storage type, it is re¬ 
quired that a pressure relief valve 
be installed in the cold water side 
of the supply line directly next to 
the heater. 

This valve is the pressure relief 
for the water system in case the 
thermostats of the heater should 
become defective and lock in the 
ON position. 

Any excess pressure that may 
accumulate from a circumstance of 
this type will automatically dis¬ 
charge through this valve and it 
is a necessity to have it installed 
by the plumber installing the 
heater. 

Your homestead wiring and 
installations of equipment are 
no safer than the safety factors 
involved in the original instal¬ 
lation. Do get a qualified wire- 
man to do your additional wir¬ 
ing and appliance installations 
of the permanent type. It will 
prove more satisfactory and 
pay you safety dividends. 
You must also remember that if 

your present service is a two wire 
service and you want a three wire 
for the 230 volt operation of equip¬ 
ment you must have a breaker in¬ 
stalled below the meter before we 
can furnish the third wire. 



Power - - Life Line of Farm 
Essential Role of Co-op Electricity Demonstrate*! 

Conclusively On 550-Acre Tracy Farm 

"This man wants to know what we do with 

electricity, ’ Stuart Tracy addressed his brother, 

Charles, who had just wheeled his big tractor in 

position at the gas pump outside the machinery 
shed,'.' • " 

"Oughta ask us what we don’t do with it,” 

Charles grinned, “it would be easier to answer. 

Now, just take this gas pump, for instance,” 

the Tracy brother added, as he lifted the hose 

from the bracket. “If it weren’t for electricity, 

this pump wouldn’t be any good to us, and if 

the pump wouldn’t work, why we couldn’t 

operate our tractors. Why how would we get 

into the fields? 

“In other words,” Stuart interrupted, “we 

would be nearly paralyzed without ‘co-op pow- 
s »» 

er. • 

“You can say that again, son.’ It was the 

elder Tracy, who had come into the machinery 

shed to join in the conversation. “It’s the great¬ 

est improvement on our farms that I know of, 

and I’ve seen quite a few improvements since I 

began farming. And you can quote me, the 

father emphatically*added. 

550 Acre Farm 

The two Tracy brothers and their father 
jointly farm 550 acres of rented land east of W»l- 
liamsville on a partnership basis. They buy about 
$60 worth of power each month from Menard 
Electric Cooperative of Petersburg. 

“That might seem like a big power bill to 
many folks, sure, but we get it back many times 
over in the course of a year’s operation, the 
Tracy s agreed. “Why, we'd need another hired 
man just to water the stock if H: weren t for our 
water pressure system." 

Water Needs 

It takes between 1,500 and 2,000 gallons ot 
water a day for the hogs, milk cows, and beef 
cattle alone, the farmers said, not counting the 
water we use in our three homes. They pointed 
out that there was over 1000 feet of pipe on the 
farm 

“And we d need another hired hand to do 
the many other chores that electricity does for 
us, such as milking, grinding feed, shovelling 
coal, fencing, and repairing the machinery,” 
Stuart said. 

“Since we have had the machine shop, we 

DUROC HOGS, 
the first and prin¬ 
cipal farming en¬ 
terprise of t h e * 
Tracys. From a 
humble beginning 
in 1928, with two 

gilts, a loan, and 
the will to suc¬ 
ceed, the Tracy’s 
built the hog 
breeding venture 
into a $40,000 
yearly gross re¬ 
turn. Charles Tra¬ 
cy is pictured 
feeding the hogs 
from his tractor. 

save about $750 a year, not to mention the tune 

raved by not having to go into town for repairs 

and then having to wait. Why we do about 95 

per cent of our own repair work,’ Stuart pointed 

out. “Don’t forget to add that now we can keep 

our machinery in top-notch' working order the 

year-round too, ‘ his brother said as he finished 

gassing the ractor, and walked over to where 

the conversafion was taking place. 

"Profit' Maker* 

“Charles, here, takes care of our purebred 
Duroc hogs, ’ Stuart said. He can tell you how 
electricity is a profit-maker,’ plus a lot of other 
things in the hog raising business. 

The farmer explained that besides using the 

electrical power to pump the water for the hogs, 

he had been using it in brooding the pigs. 

“With the use of electric brooders,” the 

farmer declared, “we were able to raise one and 

©»e-ha)f pigs per litter more last Spring. And we 

farrowed the pigs earlier and got on the market 

faster than we were formerly able to do.” 

""We’ve been thinking for some time now 

about how we could heat the water pails, but 

as yet we haven’t found a suitable method. M 

yew try to bury the wires, those hogs will only 

rwt them up,” he said. 

Today the Tracys, whose hog breeding en¬ 

terprise grosses them around $40,000 yearly, 

say that they have “a balance farm program ©I 

livestock and farm management.” Because? "If 

we had to hire a man, we wanted to provide 

him with year-round employment, or none at 

all.” 

Besides raising and shipping annually around 
400 hogs to 38 states, Canada and Mexico, the 
Tracys bred 23 Angus cattle with their own buH. 
and produce Grade milk from 15 Holsteins. They 
have a Carnation bull for the milk cows. 

All of their time is not spent on farming. The 
two brothers are active in 4-H affairs. They are 
honorary members of the Elkhart 4-H club. And 
Charles judges hogs at some of the major mid- 
western fairs. 

Many Winners 

They have entered their purebred hogs in a 
number of fairs, winning several outstanding 
awards. 

But that is all past history, what about the 
future? ' Well you can be sure that if electricity 
can do a job for us, it will be doing it,” the three 
Tracys said as they bade goodby. 

“$750 SAVED YEARLY”, that is what 
the Tracys figure now that they have their own 
electric ifepair shed. “We d© about 95 per 
cent ©f ©us own repair work,” Stuart Tracy 

said. He k> shown in the picture demonstrating 
to the Mfuftois REA News reporter how easy 
the welder works. “Why any farmer could d« 
the same thing,” he commented. 



'Sunshine’ In The Bam 
New Sun Lamp Offers Many Beneficial 
Uses On The Farm and In The Home 

A revolutionary new fluorescent 

sun lamp, capable of bringing in¬ 

doors the beneficial ultraviolet rays 

of natural sunshine at a price with¬ 

in the reach of everyone has been 

developed. This news is of especial 

interest to both small and large pro¬ 

ducers in the field of animal hus¬ 

bandry because the lamp affords a 

convenient and economical method 

of controlling the necessary vitamin 

D that must be produced within the 

animals. 

There are available only two 

major methods by which vitamin 

D can be supplied the animals. 

They are: (1) the use of foods 

containing D, usually in concen¬ 

trate form, and (2) Exposure to a 

source of ultraviolet radiations. 

Of the two methods, the natural 

and most satisfactory way of pro¬ 

ducing vitamin D is by the use of 

ultraviolet radiations. The sun s 

rays are the most abundant source, 

but in winter and during cloudy 

weather this source is cut off. In 

addition, ordinary window glass 

does not permit their passage. 

Attempts to provide the vitamin 

D factors by foods requires a bal¬ 

ance in the animal s diet that is of¬ 

ten difficult to get and maintain. 

Consequently, most of the effective¬ 

ness of the diet may be lost. 

Constant Source 

The use of the new flourescent 

sun lamps makes it possible to keep 

a constant, controllable source of 

vitamin D irradiations. Feeding 

problems are simplified and the set¬ 

up of the lamps is very simple. A 

flick of the switch or use of an auto¬ 

matic timer will turn the lights on 

for any desired period. 

The new lamps are rated as low 

wattage users, with high output, 

high efficiency and long life. Simple 

auxiliary equipment is needed for 

their installation, the long tubular 

shape permits large area uniform 

coverage, no warm-up period is re¬ 

quired and ultra-violet radiation is 

present in all the light furnished by 

the lamps. 

Because of the nature of the 

lamps, the cost factor in their oper¬ 

ation can be rated as being reason¬ 

ably low. With a lamp life as long 

as 4,000 hours, the depreciation cost 

is negligible. The lights are now 

cheaper to use than the addition of 

oils to feeds for the vitamin D fac¬ 

tor. Assuming the cost of electrical 

energy to be three cents per KWH, 

adequate vitamin D can be provided 

at about two cents per chicken per 

year. 

Many Benefits 

Benefits in the use of fluorescent 

sun lamps for poultry are as fol¬ 

lows: increased egg production, in¬ 

creased hatchability of eggs, strong¬ 

er shells, elimination of loss due to 

rickets, increased growth rate and 

Sun lamps make foe increased 
egg production when they ace 

used in poultry house. 

production of lamer and stronger 
pullets 

For domestic and fur-bearing ani¬ 

mals the benefits of ultraviolet ra¬ 

diations are fundamentally similar to 

those for poultry. Perhaps more 

marked are the decreased number of 

reproduction failures, sounder skele¬ 

tal development, economic weight 

gain and improvement in coat or 

fur. 

The factors of a competitive mar¬ 

ket make it necessary for the pro¬ 

ducer to control all phases of the 

growing process and there is no 

better way than the use of fluores¬ 

cent sun lamps. 

Application data for installing the 

lamps shows that for poultry, under 

proper conditions, one 20-watt sun 

lamp will irradiate a flock of about 

100 layers. It is possible in certain 

types of shelters to use a single 40- 

watt lamp for 300 layers. 

For Cows 

For cows, one 40-watt lamp 

placed six to eight feet above the 

floor will care for two stalls. Un¬ 

der certain conditions one 40-watt 

lamp will care for three animals. 

COWS CAN get important 
Vitamin D without going out- 

side. The new fluorescent sun 

lamp will find an important 

use in the dairy marn and else¬ 
where on the farm. 

One 20-watt lamp will care for a 

sow and litter in a pig brooder. A 

single 20-watt lamp is also ade¬ 

quate for irradiating a calf stall. 

For the animals listed, the average 

lamp burning time would be four 

hours per day. 

The lamps are to sell for low 

prices: $4.50 for the 20-watt and 

$7.00 for the 40-watt units. 

Many farm families will want to 

use the new fluorescent sun lamps 

for personal irradiation. The tttoular 

shape of the lamps makes entire 

body coverage possible. The cool 

operation of the lamps prevents heat 

burns and permits close operation 

to the skin, thus cutting down the 

exposure time. 

Group Use 

While the lamps may be ar¬ 

ranged for individual use, they can 

also be installed for space irradi¬ 

ation which permits group exposure. 

The health factors of such lamps, 

especially during the winter months, 

are well known. The bringing of 

sunlight indoors is of especial value 

for growing children. 

Sun tan the year round can be 

easily achieved by the use of the 

new lamps. However, with the low 

intensities possible with the lamps, 

the biological benefits can also be 

obtained without tanning. 

The benefits of electrical energy 

are greatly increased with the de¬ 

velopment of this new lamp. They 

are safe, easy to operate, economical 

to use, health giving and profit-mak¬ 

ing. It is now possible to produce 

the stimulating radiations of summer 

sunshine during any season of the 

year. 
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Last Year’s Operations! 
Highlights Program at 
M.J.M.’s Meeting 

Past year operations highlighted the business portion of 
M.J.M. Electric co-op’s annual meeting, November 19, in the 
Carlinville Community High School’s gymnasium. 

Manager A. C. Barnes informed those present that over 

500 new members were con¬ 
nected since the last annual 
meeting. Today the total mem¬ 
bership is 3539. 

He said that the N-l section 
was completed in June. Linder 
this contract 179.3 miles of 
line servicing 489 members 
v/ere constructed. In addition 
to this contract, the co-op s 
maintenance men built 23.31 
miles of line serving 169 mem¬ 
bers, ’ the manager said. 

Future Plans 
Future construction plans 

are concerned primarily with 
reconversion of present lines, 
Barnes noted. Also included in 
the building program for the 
coming year are two sub-sta¬ 
tions. Both sub-stations will 
help to increase voltage, he 
said. 

The manager pointed out 
further that at the time when 
the M.J.M. co-op was started, 
“no one dreamed that the con¬ 
sumption of electricity would 
increase so fast. The average 
monthly kwh consumption per 
member for the past year was 
189.” 

Barnes discussed the tele- 
phone legislation recently 
passed by Congress, and the 
possibilities of using electric 
power lines for telephone com¬ 
munications. He ^aid that so 
far the cost of equipment for 
this purpose appears to be too 
high to permit general use. 

News Column 
The manager called atten¬ 

tion to the co-op’s means of 
communication with the mem¬ 
bers each month, the Illinois 
REA News. Your co-op 
column is in it,’ he said, “and 
we would like to hear from you 
on what you are doing with 
electric service so we can pub¬ 
lish it.” 

In the president s report, W. 
H, Monke related the growth 
of the cooperative movement in 
America from the first co-op in 
1820, a fire insurance company, 
to the establishment of the 
electric co-ops in 1935. “No 
other co-operatives have made 
such a rapid expansion as the 
electric co-ops,” he declared. 

Elaborating on the changes 
which electricity has brought 
rural communities, Monke said, 

“where formerly it was said life 
begins at 40, now we say life 
begins whenever electricity is 
made available. 

'Co-op Spirit’ 
The president also spoke on 

what a cooperative was and 
how it operated. He said that 
though it takes the upmost ef¬ 
fort of all concerned to make 
and maintain the very idea of 
the co-op, which is the best 
service possible to members, it 
can be accomplished if they 

work together in a cooperative 
spirit. 

All of the present nine board 
members were re-elected. They 
were: Carl Bloome, Carlinville; 
Oscar Bunte, Bunker Hill; 
Clarence Doerr, Irving; Henry 
Egelhoff, Jerseyville; Earl Han- 
old, Brighton; John Kallal, 
Chesterfield; Adolph Monke, 
Mt. Olive; W. H. Monke, 
Litchfield; and M. B. Young, 
Hillsboro. 

Emil “Farmer Bill of radio 
station WMBD, Peoria, gave 
the principal address of the af¬ 
ternoon session. He discussed 
the possibility of a coming de¬ 
pression by saying if the 
people have faith in their coun¬ 
try, there will be no depres¬ 
sion.” 

‘Good Old Days’ 
Throughout his talk, Bill 

mixed seriousness with gaiety, 
much to the delight of his audi¬ 
ence. He called attention to 
what we call the “good old 
days.” Said Bill, “if you wodld 
compare them logically with 
present conditions, especially 
prices and wages, you would 
see that they weren t so good 
after all.” 

Over 600 plate-luncheons 
were served by members of the 
home economics classes of the 
high school following the morn¬ 
ing session of the meeting. Be¬ 
tween business affairs, the 
members were entertained by 
KMOX radio stars, and shown 
an adequate wiring demonstra¬ 
tion by H. J. Schneider. The 
awarding of attendance gifts to 
the members of the three coun¬ 
ties served by th^ co-op con¬ 
cluded the day s program. 

NEWS FROM 

Corn Beit 
Bloomington, 111. 

T. H. HAFER, Supt. 

All your directors and employees 
wish all members of Corn Belt Elec¬ 
tric co-op a Happy New Year for 

1950. We assure you that we will 
do our best to make your electric 

service the best it has ever been. 

It is time again for our members 
to look forward to their annual 
meeting which is held in February. 

Detailed plans 

will be made by 

the directors in 

the next month 

or so for this 

meeting. Last 

year we had 

such a crowd 

that they could 

not all get in 

the building, 

make a problem 

for the board this year to deter¬ 

mine where to hold this meeting 

because we do not like to have 

members come and be turned away 

because of no room. 
New By-Laws 

A new set of by-laws made to 
amend the old set in several im- 

T. H. Haler 

This is going 

ILLINOIS REA NEWS 

ANDREW BEIRMANN received a major attendance 
award, an electric perculator, at M.J.M. s annual meeting, No¬ 
vember .19. Charlotte Crew, an employee of the co-op, is shown 
presenting the award to Beirman who voiced his appreciation. 
“As much as I like coffee, you can feel sure that this coffee pot 
will be used a lot on our farm,” 

i 
! fice, construction, and maintenance 

employees deeply appreciate the 
many kindnesses that have been ex¬ 

tended to them by the members 
receiving electric service. 

Annual Meeting 

To increase member interest and 

secure a larger attendance of mem¬ 
bers at our annual meeting this 

year’s annual meeting ,in accord¬ 

ance with the change in the by- 
i laws, will be held in the month of 

i August in Salem, probably at the 

i Marion County fair grounds. 

This will be a test to see if the 
! 2285 members in Marion county 

can turn out and make this annual 

meeting another successful meet¬ 

ing. This will not be a meeting for 

only Marion county members—it 

i is the regular annual meeting for 
all members of the copperative and 

is being held in Salem instead of 

Mt. Vernon. 

Letters from Members 
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Sanders re¬ 

ported on a September trip to Den¬ 
ver, Colorado and Stockton, Calif¬ 

ornia where they visited relatives, 

especially several of their grand¬ 

children. 
portant instances will be presented 

to the members this year so we 

hope a large percentage of our 

members v ill cqpxe out to hear the 

explanation and cast their vote for 
or against the changes m the by¬ 

laws. 

Copies of the proposed changes in 

the form of a complete set of by¬ 

laws will be mailed to each member 

ahead of the meeting so you will 

have time to study them and come 
to the meeting with your comments. 

Also the booster committee will be 

asked to meet and discuss thefn 
thoroughly ahead of the annual 

meeting so that there will be plenty 
of chance for understanding. 

Letters to Members 
In order to acquaint all of our 

members with some of the import¬ 
ant policies and problems of the 

cooperative we are sending a series 

of letters direct to the members. 

The first one has already been 
mailed out. 

Each letter will describe with a 

few words and some pictures some 
operating policy of the co-op or 

some principle of organization 
which we think the members should 

be familiar with. We trust the mem¬ 

bers will all read these letters care¬ 

fully and raise questions if they 

are not fully explanatory. 

Farm Identification 

Your co-op recently had a meet¬ 

ing with dealers of electric appli¬ 

ances and equipment. At this meet¬ 

ing we encouraged the dealers to 

give the members good merchan¬ 

dise at reasonable prices and good 
service on this merchandise after¬ 

ward. 

This co-op is carrying out the 

policy of cooperating with the 

dealers and expecting them to give 

our members good service. In any 

cases where this is not done we 

will appreciate word from the mem¬ 
bers so that we can know which 

dealers are not reliable. 
One definite suggestion which 

caame from one of the dealers is 

this, each farm should have the 
name of the occupant in large 

i letters on the mail box or in 
some easily found sign along 

the road. The reason this had 
come to the attention of the 

dealer is that farmers expect 

service from various kinds of 

service men and delivery of 

various kinds of equipment 

now a days much more than 

they (used to. 

This particular dealer had had 

the experience of being called out 

to a farmer’s residence at night 

on a refrigerator service call. He 

was willing to make the service 

call at night but he had an awful 

time finding the farmer’s place 

of residence because there was no 
| indication along the road as to 

which place was the one he was 

looking for. 

Farmers can get better service 

of this type if they will have their 

farms identified so that they can 

NEWS FROM 

Tri-Coimty 
Electric Co-op 

H. G. Downey, Manager 
Mt. Vernon, III. 

With the January issue of your 

publication we felt it would be 

wise to review briefly the accom¬ 

plishments of your Cooperative for 

the past year. 
1. Applications awaiting service 

were reduced during the year from 

791 to 640. 
2. As mentioned in the December 

issue, 736 new members were add¬ 

ed to the lines of your cooperative. 

140 miles of lines was constructed 

by our own crews and we have at 

the present time 100 miles of line 

to serve 285 members under con¬ 

tract and this contract is approxi¬ 

mately one-third complete. 
3. We believe 

that the mem¬ 

bers of this co¬ 

operative have 

had the best 
c o n t i n uity of 

service in the 
history of the 

Co - operative. 

We may be 
sticking our 

necks way out on this statement 

but we believe this is true. Any¬ 

way our substation outage records 

indicate so. The exception would 

be the lines that were interrupted 
by our own crews in order that 

we might work on them and make 
them stronger and more able to 

carry the increased load. 

4. We would like to reflect about 

the ice storm of January, 1949. Our 
two-way radio at that time was 

responsible for the ability to get 

our substations back in service. 

Fortunately, the ice turned into 

xain and we did not suffer too 
much damage. Our thanks should 

be especially extended to our crews 
who worked during the trying con¬ 

ditions to restore service to your 

lines. Many of the trees that caused 
us trouble at that time have been 
removed. 

O. M. Reeser writes us complain¬ 

ing of his last electric bill which 

is about 20 kilowatts higher than 

last year. To us, this appears nor¬ 

mal as electric consumption is 

highest during the month Of No¬ 
vember and December of each year, 

due to the increased lighting load. 
Lights go on in most farm homes 

during the months of November 

and December around 4:30 p.m., 
whereas in the summer it is usually 

around 7 p.m. before we have need 
for artificial lighting. 

Harry Tucker, one of our new 

members on the line recently com¬ 

pleted by contract south of luka, 

complained to this office about his 

first electric bill. He finds that he 
used 42 kilowatts in a 20-day period. 

He compared his consumption with 

his neighbors. 

We discourage comparisons be¬ 
tween neighbors regarding the con¬ 

sumption of electricity because no 

two people or two families use 

electricity in the same amounts. 

R. C. Foster, one of our new 

members on the Belle Rive line, re¬ 

ports he has a new electric stove 

and refrigerator. He is very happy 
over the stove because now he gets 

corn bread and biscuits but he is 

not so thrilled over the refriger¬ 

ator because he has to eat too 
many left-overs. 

Christmas Party 

The annual Christmas party for 

board members and employees was 
held Saturday evening, December 

17th, at the Hotel Emmerson in 

Mt. Vernon. Gifts were exchanged 
by those attending. 

Construction News 

The contractor has enjoyed good 
weather during the month of Nov- 

| ember. By the end of the year we 

j hope to have all lines in the East- 
! ern one-half of Marion county 

energized. 

OPERATING STATISTICS 
October 1949 

Miles energized  1656 
Revenue per mile $22.71 
Connected members 5922 

Density per mile  3.6 
Average bill    $6.35 

Average kwh used  —178 
Kwh sold   1,055,237 

October 1948 
5. The wholesale power rates 

were increased in April, 1949. The 
cooperative was able to avoid pass¬ 

ing this increase and cost on to its 

members. 

6. Our meter testing program 

has revealed that the majority of 

our meters that have been in serv¬ 

ice over five years are running 

slow. It has also shown that all 

members of the cooperative are 

not honest. Some of them have 
been caught cheating their own 

cooperative. 

7. On the whole the membership 
cooperation was very good. The of- 

found by a serviceman even on 
dovlr riie'Kt 

Miles Energized   1516 
Revenue per mile  $20.95 

Connected members  5281 

Density per mile  3.5 

Average bill    $6.01 
Average kwh used   ....170 

Kwh sold    895,263 

New Post 

A. F. Lentz has accepted a 
position with the Rural Electn- 
iication Administration. For the 
past 11 years Lentz had been- 
manager of Southeastern Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative of Harrisburg 
He recently resigned the man¬ 
agership. 
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NEWS FROM 

Rural Electric 
Diverooa. 0L 

RALPH V. WHITE. Mgr. 

OFFICE HOURS 

| 8:00 a. m. to 4:30 p. m., Monday j 
! through Friday. The office is 

j closed all day Saturday. Tele- 

| phon Number—Divernon 19. 
i Only trouble calls should be * 

made after 4:30 p. m. daily j 
I and on Saturdays and Sundays. 

; For trouble calls during the 

j hours the office is closed, call } 
Dive: non 19 —operator will con- , 

nect you with the lineman on \ 
duty for outage calls. 

The date of your co-op’s 13th 
annual meeting is rapidly ap¬ 
proaching. We wish to take this 

opportunity to remind you of the 

date and place of the meeting. 
Your co-op meeting is of real 

.nterest to yov 

as a member 
and part owner 

of one of the 

largest private 

business enter¬ 

prises in this 
area. It is the 

annual business 
meeting at 

which, time the 

regular business reports are made, 

^lans are discussed, and tin.-, 
members are elected to the board 

of directors. There will be enter¬ 
tainment, a good feed, and for the 

lucky winners, worthwhile attend¬ 

ance prizes. 

The date is February 6 at the 
Divernon High School gymnasium. 

Make your plans NOW for this 
time when you can mix business 

with pleasure. You won’t want to 

miss this annual meeting Come 

and bring your family. 
Don’t forget tho date—February 

6—plan to take a part in this an¬ 

nual business meeting of your co¬ 
operative. 

CHANGE OF HOURS 

You will note in this column 
heading that the co-op hours have 

been changed to 8:00 a. m. to 4:39 
p. m. This change is no* only ef¬ 

fective for office hours, but will 

be observed by the outside crew as 

well. 
Since the first of last year, the 

hours have been until 5:00 p. m. 

These new hours will be in effect 
throughout the winter months at 

least. Cards have been sent co 
members informing them of this 
change and we wish to again re¬ 

mind you of these hours,- and ask 

your cooperation in observing 
them. 

Of course you should continue 

to make outage calls at any time. 

A lineman is on duty to handle 
these emergency calls. 

Ralph White 

1 

TREE CLEARANCE 

The Townsend Tree Service Co. 

is still at work on the tree clear¬ 

ance job for your cooperative. The 
work is continuing as rapidly as 

possible. 
We wish to express appreciation 

for the splendid cooperation we 
have been receiving since we start¬ 

ed emphasizing the tree clearance 
project. Members are reporting 
hazards to the line, and cooperating 
with the co-op personnel in their 
removal. 

If you uave a tree that is en¬ 
dangering your electrical service 

or that of your neighbor, we will 
be glad to assist in its removal, 
so that it does not interfere with 
the service. 

NEW YEAF. 
Now that the holiday season has 

passed, and another new year has 

started, we would like to pause 

momentarily and look over a few 

of the accomplishments and im¬ 

provements made during the past 

year. 

First, nearly complete area cov¬ 

erage has become a reality. There 
are very few line extensions yet to 

be built. Electric service has be¬ 

come available to practically every 

farmstead within our project area. 

A total of slightly more than 3,000 
members have been connected .o 

date. 

The aveiage KWH consumption 
of the members showed a marked 
increase over 1948. An increase of 

over 26 KWH per month per mem¬ 

ber was shown. 
Two new substations were 

erected and put in*o service. 

This increased the capacity of 
the system, and makes the 

member closer to the source. 

Better voltage is provided, and 

fewer interruptions of shorter 
duration are insured as a re¬ 

sult of dividing the load over 

the three substn.'.ons now in 
operation. 

Along with placing the new sub¬ 

stations in operation there has 

been a lot of conversion work 
necessitated. This is “heavymg up 

the lines to carry the load, and 
rephasing some of the existing 

lines Several tie lines have been 

built. Some of this work has been 

done but much of it remains to be 

done as the load increase requires 

it. 
Clearing of tr es and brush 

along the right-of-way has be¬ 

come a major item in opera¬ 

tions during the past few 

months. This is part of your 

Co-op’s never ending effort 

to provide better and more con¬ 
tinuous electrical service. 
These are but a few of the ac¬ 

complishments attained during the 

past year. All in all it has been a 
successful year, and we hope that 

the next year will be even more 
successful. The ultimate success of 

a Cooperative depends upon its 
members. 

Employees recently enjoying va¬ 

cations were Steve Gyorkos, Jack 
Law and Phoebe Crowe. Steve re¬ 

ported that he spent most of his 

vacation hunting. Both Law and 
Gyorkos are employed by your 

cooperative. 

A1 Duval, another lineman, re¬ 

cently passed out candy and cigars. 

The occasion was the arrival of a 
baby boy at the Duval home, their 

third child. 

Co-op 
Folks 

Otto J. Otten is a director of the 

Rural Electric Convenience co-op 

of Divernon. He has been on the 

board since it was organized in 

1936. 
While the co-op was being or¬ 

ganized, Otten 

says they spent 

quite a few 

“night - hours•’ 

holding meet¬ 

ings and getting 

people to sign 

up. “Now,” he 

says, “when I 

travel down the 

Otto J. Otten roads at night 

and see all the farm houses “glow¬ 
ing" with electric lights, I feel that 

we have been rewarded for all our 
work.” 

The director expressed his de¬ 
light at having had a part in the 
development of the co-op in his 

area. He told the reporter of the 
Illinois REA News, “if it wasn’t 

for electricity, I wouldn’t be sitting 
here talking to you.” He explained 
that with the “help” of electrical 

power he was able to retire earlier 

in life. 

And like so many other farm¬ 

ers who have retired since the 

introduction of electricity on 
their farms, Otten is staying on 

the farm. “With all the com¬ 
forts electrical power can give 

men,” he commented, “I don’t 

have to move to town. He said 
that most of his time will be 

devoted to fishing, his favorite 
sport. 
The director started farming 

when he was 21 and retired at 59. 

He has two sons and one daughter. 
Now that he has retired the two 

sons operate the 305-acre farm. 

Farmers Mutual 
(From Page Four) 

to report that all members have 

paid their bill in full up to date, 
which will enable your manager for 

the twelfth consecutive year to 
report at the next annual meeting 

of the cooperative members, which 

will be held on Friday, January 
27th, at the Geneso City Hall, that 

not one cent in delinquent accounts 
appears on the cooperative’s rec¬ 

ords. That's a real credit to you 

members and of course we want 

you to know that we appreciate 
your cooperation very much. 

INSPECTION 

A recent inspection of the system 

disclosed that you members are co¬ 

operating by removing hedge and 
underbrush beneath the lines. Such 

splendid cooperation helps to make 

the service you receive more uni¬ 

form and dependable. 

Please arrange to attend the an¬ 

nual meeting Friday, January 27th. 

LIKE A PAINTING is the first reaction one may get as he glimpses Kam Lake Farm from 
across the three-acre artificial lake, built by Dr. Karl Meyers the owner of the dairy farm. And 
as picturesque as it is in appearance, it is as efficient in operation. 

Kam Lake Farm, A 
Dairyman’s Paradise 

Kam Lake Dairy farm, as efficient in operation as it is pic¬ 
turesque in appearance, was started 13 years ago by a Chi¬ 
cago doctor, a “farmer at heart." 

Dr. Karl C. Meyer, now a renowned Chicago physician 
but originally a “small town” boy. purchased his 320-acre dairy 
farm with an “eye” to the time 

when he would retire from 

medical practice. The doctor 

then plans to devote all his 

time to farming. In the mean¬ 

time he is constantly improv¬ 

ing the farm, which is located 

near his hometown, Gilman. 

Literally starting from 
scratch, the doctor has built 
the farm into a highly co-ordi¬ 
nated enterprise, with import¬ 
ant assistance from co-op pow¬ 
er. Each phase of dairying has 
been considered. New tech¬ 
niques have been added where 
needed. And now, the dairy is 
one of the finest in the state. 

Well Planned 

The farm is equipped with a 
maternity barn, a calf barn, a 
heifer barn, and a 50-cow milk 
parlor. Besides this there are 
two tenant homes, the main 
house, and a tool shed. All of 
these buildings are clustered to¬ 
gether so as to make them 
easily accessible in all kinds of 
weather. 

Each building is lighted by 
the most modern type of light¬ 
ing. fluorescent. In addition, 
they are provided with running 
water. The doctor-farmer in- 

Egyptian Electric 
Co-op Pays $18,000 
Taxes During 1949 

(From Pag« Three) 

actual operating cost plus the 
loan payment to REA are re¬ 
funded to the membership in 
the form of capital credits. 

The co-op bookkeeping de¬ 
partment report also pointed 
out that for every connected 
meter, which registers the use 

of electric energy, $4.40 is paid 
in taxes. It revealed that the 
co-op had over 4200 meters in 
service now. 

stalled pressure-type water 
cups in each stall in the barns. 
Besides this, he has a ven¬ 
tilating system in the milk par¬ 
lor and the calf barn. 

The Holsteins, which were 
incorporated into the oper¬ 
ations five years ago, now 
number 110. About 30 calves 
are bred each year by the two 
bulls, kept on the farm. 

The four 50-acre pastures 
are sowed according to an 
eight-year rotation plan. Corn 
is planted the first and second 
years, then oats and sweet 
clover, combined, the third 
year, then corn again is plant¬ 
ed the fourth year. Soy beans, 
oats and alfalfa, and two years 
of alfalfa complete the cycle. 

Drained Swamp 

Ten years ago a swamp in 
front of the main house was 
dredged and the banks were 
leveled. It was filled with water 
from a 120-foot artesian well 
and stocked with fish. Today 
the doctor has his own private 
lake. 

Not content with dairy, 
farming alone, the doctor add¬ 
ed Walnut Hill, a 547-acre 
beef farm, to his farming oper¬ 
ations. It is located about five 
miles from the dairy. It has a 
feeding capacity of 200 head. 
At this farm the doctor has 
added improvements also. 

The doctor’s son, Robert 
Meyers, manages the two 
farms. Helping in the main¬ 
tenance and growth of the two 
enterprises is power of the 

| Eastern Illinois Co-operative 
ar Paxton. 

MIGHTY PROUD is this bull that he has played such a 
vital role in the development of Kam Lake Dairy Farm. Today 
his daughters’ milk production ranks high among the many 
dairy herds of Illinois. 

Cows freshening in the fall or 

winter put more profits in the milk 

pail, but extra care is needed to 

give the calves a good start. 
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Thoughtful Attention After Each Wearing 
Will Help To Keep Woolens New-Looking 

Never Jam Your 
Woolen Clothing . 
Tightly In Closet 

spiration. Many •‘careful dressers,” 

however, do not realize that a brisk 

overall brushing after each wear¬ 

ing actually lengthens the life of a 

woolen garment. Hidden particles 

of dirt work their way into the 
fabric with an abrasive action that 
literally wears out the fabric. 

Care During Wear 

Now that handbags are back in 
the hand, discipline yourself to 
keep them there. Friction produced 
from holding bags under the arm 
continually can do sad things to 
the nap of your finest wool coat 
or suit. 

A scarf fluttering from your high- 
cut coat or suit will add fashion and 
save wear on the neckline. It is 

Homemakers need not spend long 
hours babying woolens in the 
winter wardrobe, or whiskii% it in 
and out of the pressing room. 
You’ll find that careful attention 
after each wearing is the basis of 
correct care for your winter cloth¬ 
ing. 

Here are some common-sense 
rules, easy to follow and import¬ 
ant for the long life and beauty 
of woolen clothing. 

Breathing Boom 

Never jam your woolens tightly 
into a closet. Instead leave an a- 
bur.lance of ’’bjeathing room” in 

the closet. Wool has a natural 
resiliency that allows it to “shape 
i: self” or fall oack into original 

lines it shaken out gently and hone 
ap in « roomy environment 

Weil-Shaped Hangers 
Wide-shouldered ones which al 

low the garment to hang in natural 
folds should be used for suits and 
coats. Wooden or covered hangers 
tor dresses should be sufficiently 
thick and wide to extend across 

the shoulders to both sleeve seams. 
Pleats should be shaken into place 
and care taken that no nearby gar¬ 
ment is pressing against the pleat 
lines. To protect dressmaker de¬ 
tails at waistline, a length of tissue 
paper dropped across the hanger 
bar and crumpled into a puffy 
shape at the waistline is often an 
effective trick. 

Brush Woolens Thoroughly 
After each wearing, brush wool¬ 

en garments carefully with a firm- 
bristled brush. Pay particularly 
close attention to pleated skirts 
and fur-trimmed coats and suits. 
Open pleats and brush between 
them in a straight, downward line. 
Or coats and suits, turn fur-trim 
collars back and brush briskly in¬ 
to crevices, seam lines and under 
lapels. Cuffs and other turn-back 
effects are good hide-outs for dust. 
Everyone knows that woolen 
clothes will look better if they are 
free of dust, lint, powder or per¬ 

PRESS WOOL FABRIC on the wrong side with a moderately hot iron 
and well-dampened pressing cloth. Never touch the fabric directly with 
the iron — or press it while dry. Folded hits of paper under hemlines, cuffs 
and seam edges will prevent pressing marks. Dampen pressing cloth fre¬ 
quently with another cloth or sponge dipped in cool water. 

also a neat trick to eliminate the 
powder or "cosmetic line.” 

Air Frequently 
Every few weeks during the fall 

and winter, all wool garments 
should be hung outdoors in the 
sun for a short time for a special 
airing and brushing. A sun porch 
provided with fresh air ventilation 
will substitute. Sponging is an ex¬ 

cellent restorative treatment fol¬ 
lowing brushing. 

Hats Deserve Attention 
If possible only store one hat in 

each hat box. Crinkle up tissue 
paper lavishly, pad it around the 
brim and fluff it under hat crown. 
For the really dramatic wool hats 
now being sold with swirling feath¬ 
ers and wonderful pumpkin-like 
crowns, use a hat stand. Old fash¬ 
ioned ones from your grandmoth¬ 
er’s attic will be ideal equipment 
for your closet. Brush the hat well 
after each wearing. Follow the nap, 
brushing crown and brim counter¬ 
clockwise. If you are a “hat push¬ 
er,” one who delicately “dents and 
pulls” to achieve a desired effect, 
be sure all your finger work is 
smoothed out before putting the 
hat away. 

Wash Wool Carefully 

Daily care alone .a not sufficient 
for woolens. They must he wash¬ 

ed, cleaned, pressed or periodically 
blocked. How often this should be 

done depends on the fabric and the 
garment, its color and the frequen¬ 

cy with which it is worn. 
Washable woolens will launder 

well if you follow a few simple 
rules. There are variations in pro¬ 
cedure, depending on the type of 
garment, but these are the things 
to remember for all of them: 

Examine all garments for stains 

Use a good cleaning fluid and fol¬ 
low carefully the directions on the 
label. 

Rips and torn places should be 

AFTER WASHING KNITTED wool apparel. Wot up excess moisture 
with a turkish towel rolled completely around the garment. Dry on regular 
drying frames or lay flat on a dry turkish towel or paper. If pressing frames 
are not used for apparel such as sweaters, socks and knitted blouses, trace 
the outline of the garment on paper before washing. When garment is ready 
for drying, place it on the previously drawn outline and shape with finger¬ 
tips or pin it to original lines. 

repaired before washing to pre¬ 
vent enlargement of the holes. Do 
not soak wool for any longer than 
it takes the fabric to become sat¬ 
urated with the suds. 

jLubewarm Water 
Water for both washing and 

rinsing should be lukewarm, a- 
round 90 to 100 degrees, never 

' more. The water should feel cool 
j to the hand. Avoid hot water or 
any abrupt changes in water temp¬ 
eratures, such as lukewarm wash 
water and a cold rinse, 

f Use plenty of neutral soap or 
one of the good wool detergents 
in the water before the garment is 
put in. Keep a heavy suds on the 
wash water. Two or more times 
the usual amount of soap may be 
necessary to get wool garments 
clean. Soap in combination with the 
alkali in the water forms a curd 
which remains in the garment un¬ 
less there are plenty of suds to 
wash it out. Use a second heavy 

suds if it is necessary to remove 
all the soil. 

Where it is at all practicable, suds 
should be squeezed through a wool 
garment by hand, because pound¬ 
ing and rubbing will cause the wool 

fibers to entangle and mat and in¬ 
jure the fabric. Work under water 
so that the weight of water in 
the garment will not distort it. 
When wool apparel is laundered in 
your washing machine, make sure 
that it is not crowded, nor should 
it be agitated violently or for long 
periods. 

Rinse thoroughly in several wat 
ers to remove all soap. Soap left in 
the wool tends to coarsen it and 
tc discolor t. e texture by affect¬ 
ing the dye. 

Squeezing water out of a wool 
garment by hand is the best, meth¬ 
od, but when . wringer is neces¬ 
sary for heavier pieces, set it loose¬ 
ly so the fabric won’t mat. 

Never dry wool garments near 
heated radiators nor in the hot 
sun because heat dries out the wool 
fiber, causing it to become brittle 
and break. Knitted wool apparel 
should be dried on drying frames, 
or laid flat on a turkish towel or 
paper. Dry in an airy, shady place. 

Press Wool With Care 
A beautifully washed or cleaned 

garment deserves a good job of 
pressing, which is that last touch 

to make or mar the looks of your 
clothes. Here are pointers which 
will enable you to get good re¬ 
sults: 

1. Use a well-padded, smooth 
board. 

2. A moderately hot iron is im¬ 
portant for wool. A too-bot iron will 
r rch ie fibers. 

3. Use a damp cloth- -old muslin 
sheeting for ordinary weights of 
materials and lightweight canvas 
or similar material for heavier fab¬ 
rics. The canvas should be sponged 
damp. 

4. Have a light touch with the 
ron. Do not hold it on one place 

u til the material dries. Pressing 
dry makes the fabric shine. 

5 Pin pleats in place and draw 
buttonholes together before pres¬ 
sing. . . 

6 When doing seams, press open 
without cloth on wrong side, then 
steam with a press cloth. Avoid a 
mark on the right side of the ma 
terial by using paper under the 
?ccm edge. 

7. Press hams, collar, lapels, and 
other heavy parts of a garment 
first, staring on the wrong side. 

8. Stop pressing before the mater¬ 
ial is quite dry, and place the gar 
ment on shaped hangers which will 

let it dry in natural lines. 

Mittens For Your 
Youngsters From 
Old Hat And Socks 

Is there an old felt hat, and a 
pair of \.ool bobby socks that are 
worn at the toes and heel in the 

house? If so, you have the mak¬ 
ings of warm mittens for one of 
the youngsters. The mitten backs 
are of felt and the palms of the 
knit material from the socks in this 
pert design. 

Felt from discharded hats—men’s 
or women's—is especially useful for 
makeovers, since it is sturuy ma¬ 
terial and hats are seldom given 
hard wear. Felt is as easy to cut 
and sew as el< th, by hand or by 
machine. 

To clean, most felt in hats needs 
only brushing with a stiff brush or 

fine sandpaper. Drycleaning fluid 
will take out grease spots. 

Before cutting out the mitten 
backs, you wi" need to flatten the 
felt from the hat. Fold the hat in 
half, cover with a wet cloth, and 
steam. When the hat lies flat, let 
it dry and then brush it. 

Cut out the backs with the pat¬ 
tern shown. Thumbs may be cut 
from the felt or from the wool 
socks. For novelty, cut out felt 
pieces with pinking shears. 

Cut the palms from the sock tops 
so that the ribbed cuffs will make 
wristlets for the mittens. Machine- 
stitch along the edge jf the knit 
to keep it from raveling. 

Place the from and backs to¬ 
gether—matching the numbers on 
the pattern, turn the knit edge 
under, and sew to the felt backs 
with hemming stitches. Then join 
the two with wool yarn in decora¬ 
tive overhand stitches. 

To make the wrist fit closely, 
run a drawstring through the knit 
ribbing as shown. Drawstrings are 
easy to make by twisting or cro¬ 
cheting wool yarn. Attractive tas¬ 
sels for the ends of the draw¬ 
strings can be made from bits of 
the felt. 

Each square represents one inch. 
Full-size pattern is easy to draw 
by following small pattern above. 
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A WHITE LINEN bedspread with insertions of hand crocheted lace 
is a beautiful and easily'laundered covering for the bed. Pair it with a dust 
ruffle of dark'toned chintz. The lace insets are made by joining separate 
round mefits of a raised rose pattern. A direction leaflet for making LINEN 
AND LACE BEDSPREAD is available by sending a stamped, self-addressed 
envelope to Kay Conlan, Illinois REA News, Box 1180, Springfield, 111. 

Our Homemakers Suggest A Favorite 
Recipe and Hints For Your Scrapbook 

Here are several time and labor- 
saving hints and an excellent recipe 

sent in by Illinois REA homemak¬ 

ers that you will want to add to 
your scrapbook. 

Do you have any ‘specially fav¬ 
orite recipes or pet ideas that you 

would like to share with other 

readers? Send your suggestions to 
Hay Conlan, Illinois REA News, 

Box 1180, Springfield, Illinois. If 

you wish, just tuck them in with 
your pattern requests. 

« « * 

Faint Can Scum 

To prevent scum on the top of 
paint after the can has been 

opened, put the lid on tight and 

turn the can upside down.—Mrs. 

Bill Febus, R. R. No. 1, Lanes- 

ville, 111. 
• * * 

Frying Eggs 

Sprinkle a small amount of all¬ 

purpose flour in a pan when fry¬ 
ing eggs and they will not pop.— 

Mrs, W, Catron, Wayne City, 111. 
* * • 

Lime Salad 
Dissolve one package of lime 

jello and one cup of boiling water. 

When cool, but not set, add one 

flat can pineapple, one package of 
cream cheese (softened), one cup 

chopped pecans, one-quarter tea¬ 
spoon salt and one cup cream, 

whipped.—Mrs. V C. Kallal, Green¬ 

ville 111. 
* * * 

Ironing Pants 

Iron wash pants on wrong side 

first. Then turn and press crease 

with one thickness of newspaper 

over it. You’ll find it much better 
than a cloth. 

Singeing Fowl 

Singe Fowl with an unprinted 
paper and it will not smoke.—Mrs. 

Roy Williams. R. D. 2. Itica. 111. 
* « * 

Tea Towels 

Starch tea towels with a thin 

starch and they will leave no lint 

on dishes or glassware.—Mrs. R. C. 

Conkwright, R. R 2, Normal, 111. 
• • * 

Brushing Hair 

When brushing your hair, slip an 

old nylon hose over the brushes. 

When finished raise the hose and 

the hair .s easily remo — 

Mrs. Cecil Scarbrough. R. 2. Kell, 

A Crocheted Daffodil Doily 

HERE’S A FLOWER favorite, the yellow daffodil, translated into a 
crocheted border for a pale green lace center. Finished, this doily measures 
H-inches in diameter. A direction leaflet is available without charge by 
sending a stamped, self-addressed envelope to Kay Conlan, Illinor -REA 
News, Box 1180, Springfield, IB. 

Preparing Pretty Party Sandwiches 
Is An Art That Is Easily Acquired 

eiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiimiiiiiiiiiiiiimiBDsssisiii 
! _ 

Pattern List I 
i The interest in crochet is grow¬ 

Ideas For Fun 

Make a Doll House 

Can Make This Beautiful Linen 
Lace Bedspread For Your Home 

Raisin-Peanut Butter Pinwheel Sandwiches 

Preparing pretty party sandwich¬ 

es is an easily acquired art and one 

that shows off, to very good ad¬ 

vantage, the cooking prowess of a 
clever hostess. When you serve 

guests a tray of tempting tea sand¬ 

wiches, artistically arranged, your 
refreshment problem is solved. Us¬ 
ing a variety of fillings for your 

tea sandwiches makes them even 

more exciting. 

A few hints about sandwich 
preparation will help hurry re¬ 

freshment. Prepare the variety of 

fillings the night before. Store in 

shallow easily-covered dishes rather 
than tall jars so that it will be un¬ 

necessary to take the fillings out 

of a long narrow one. 

Be certain the knife you use for 
cutting the bread is sharp and use 

a spatula for spread)nt because 
it has more bend than a knife. Be 

sure, too, to have a variety of 

bread on hand — white, rye and 

whole wheat to give an interesting 
pattern to your sandwich plate. 

Some fancy fillings to serve are 

these: 

Raisin-Peanut Butter Finwheels 
% cup peanut butter 

6 tablespoons chopped seedless raisins 
6 tablespoons orange juice 
2 lengthwise thin slices bread (cut 

from unsliced sandwich loaf) 

Combine peanut butter, raisins 
and orange juice. Spread one-half 

cup raisin-peanut butter mixture 
on each slice of bread. Cut each 

slice in equal halves crosswise. Roll 
each half slice of bread as for jelly 

roll. Wrap each roll in waxed paper, 

twisting ends of paper. Place on a 

flat surface so that rolkrests on last 

turn of bread; chill. To serve, un¬ 

wrap and cut each roll into six 

slices. Makes 24 pinwheels. 

Avocado-Pineapple Sandwi es 
1 medium avocado, mashed 

% cup drained, crushed pineapple 
2 teaspoons lemon juice 
2 tablespoons mayonnaise or salad 

dressing 
16 slices whole wheat bread 
16 tiny pieces of green pepper 

Combine mashed avocado, pine¬ 
apple, lemon juice and mayonnaise. 

Make a paper leaf-shaped pattern 
and cut two leaves from each slice 

of bread. Spread each leaf with 
O’- and one-half teaspoons avo¬ 

cado-pineapple mixture. Mark leaf 
veins on top of sandwiches with the 

blunt end of a toothpick. Insert a 
small piece of green pepper for the 

stem of each leaf. Makes 32 sand¬ 
wiches. 

Celery Seed Brea'dsticks 
3 slices (%” thick) bread 

iVj tablespoons melted butter 
2 teaspoons celery seeds 

Trim crusts off bread slices. 
Brush both sides of bread slices 
with butter. Cut each slice into six 
equal size strips. Roll strips in cel¬ 

ery seed. Place on a cookie sheet 

and toast in a moderate oven (350° 
F.) for 15 minutes. Makes 18 bread- 

sticks. 

Cerveiat-Cucnimafoer Flash Bars 

Mi cup chopped cucumber 
Dash salt 

2 (3 ounce) packages cream cheese 
i cup ground sausage 
.’ tablespoons pickle relish 
1 tablespoons mayonnaise or salad 

dressing 
2 lengthwise slices bread (cut from 

unsliced 1% pound loaf) 
2 tablespoons soft butter or margarine 

Combine cucumber, salt and 

cream cheese. Combine sausage, 

pickle relish and mayonnaise. 

Spread center strips of bread with 

sausage filling. Spread outside 

strips with cucumber-cheese filling; 

chill. Cut crosswise into individual 

bars. Makes 20 bars. 

Cream Cheese-Jelly Cubes 
36 (1”J cubes bread 

1 (3 ounce) package cream cheese 
1 tablespoon milk 
3 tablespoons fruit jelly or preserves 

Pull part of the center out of 
each bread cube with a pair of 

tweezers. Combine cream cheese 

and milk. Spread cream cheese 
over the rim on the top of each 

cube. Place one-quarter teaspoon 

jelly in the center of each cube. 
Makes 36 cubes. 

Cream Cheese-Deviled Ham 
Ribbons 

1 <3 ounce) can deviled ham 
1 (3 ounce) package cream cheese 
2 lengthwise slices whole wheat bread 

(cut from unsliced IMi pound loaf) 
1 lengthwise slice bread (cut from 

unsliced pound loaf) 
3 tablespoons soft butter or margarine 

Combine deviled ham and cream 

cheese. Spread each slice of bread 
with butter. Spread half of the 

cheese-ham mixture on one slice 

of whole wheat bread; top with 

white slice, butter side down. 

Spread the remaining mixture on 

white slice. Top with second slice 

of Oghole wheat bread, buttered side 
down. Wrap in waxed paper, twist¬ 
ing ends of pap? chill. Serve, un¬ 

wrap and cut sandwich loaf cross¬ 

wise into 16 sections. Makes 16 
ribbon sandwiches. 

Deviled Ham-Peanut Butter Stars 
1 /3 cup peanut butter 

1 (3 ounce) can deviled ham 
’A cup mayonnaise or salad dressing 

3 tablespoons chopped dill pickles 
8 slices bread 
1 teaspoon chopped green pepper 

Combine peanut butter, deviled 
ham, mayonnaise and pickles. Cut 

each slice of bread into four, one 

and one-half inch stars with a 

cookie cutter. Place one teaspoon 

ham mixture in center of each star. 
Garnish top with a piece of green 
pepper. Makes 36 stars. 

Here’s the chance you may 

have been looking for. Perhaps, 

you have several articles stored 

away in the attic or basement 

which have lost their value to 

you but which someone else 

might value highly. Why not 

try to "swap” for something you 

want or need? For details— 

See Page 20 

Rural Exchange 

ing by leaps and bounds, as evi¬ 

denced by your orders for crochet 

patterns. We’ve added new crochet 

patterns to our list this month as 

well as new patterns for the knit¬ 

ters and sewers. Send for as many 

patterns as you wish—they are all 

FREE! Just send a STAMPED 

envelope to 

JKay Conlan, Illinois REA News, 

Box 1180, Springfield, III., for every 

FOUR patterns you request. 

Items To Emit 

Boy’s Suit, Size 1, 2, 3 

Men’s Argyle Socks 
Men’s Cable Mittens 

Baby Cap, Bootie Set 

Men’s Cable Stitch Socks 

Skating Set 

Girl’s Skirt Bolero 

Sweaters 

Men’s Coat Sweater 
Boy, Girl School Sweaters 

Men’s Sleeveless Slipon 

Dressy Sweater Blouse 

Toys To Crochet 

Swiss Doll 

Monkey and Panda 

Bunny and Pussy 

Puppy -• 

Doll 

Saddle Horse 

Black Cat and Pink Dog 

Loopy Dog and Ball 

Items I’o Crochet 

Child’s Luncheon Set 

Shell Stitch Chair Set 

Sweet Clover Tablecloth 

Hectagon Shaped Doily 

Hood and Mitten Set 

Pineapple Doily Set 

Quartet of Potholders 

Cigarette Case 

Cherry Mittens 
Pineapple Edged Linen Doily 

Indian Pattern Potholders 

Colorful Crocheted Potholders 
Dusting Mitts 
Handkerchief Edgings 

Double Flounce Doily 
Frothy Lace Doily 

Puff Stitch Afghan 

• '’mall r>o-;iv Set-Triffles 

OLD FAVORITES’ 
Bridal Table Decorations 

Pompon Cat and Kittens 

Stocking Dolls 

Corner Lace for Handker¬ 

chiefs 

Centerpiece with Pineapple 

Points 

Pansy Doily 
Pineapple Edged Chair Set 

Sunburst Doily 

Tulip Tabelcloth 

Two Tone Afghan 

Pineapple Buffet Set 

Pineapple Vanity Set 

Lacy Table Doily 

Flowered Scatter Rug 

How to Make Draperies 

Plastic Apron, Kitchen En¬ 

semble 

Sewing With Plastic 

Items To Sew 

Boot Pincushion 

Felt Scuffs 

Felt Bedroom Slippers 
Jersey Cap 
Evening Bag 

Swedish Darning Towels 

Applique Bibs for Baby 
Organdy Apron 

Dragonfly Hand Towel 
Triangular Bib Apron 
Colorful Print Apron 

Covers For Toaster, Mixer, Silex 
Hot Place Set—Quilted 

Felt Tailored Handbag 
Bedroom Vanity Skirt 
Jersey Dickey 

Girl’s Plaid Skirt (Size 2-6) 
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NEWS FROM 
M.JUVL Co-op 

Carlinvtlle, QL 

A. C BARNEa Mgr. 

TELEPHONE NUMBERS FOR 

OUTAGE CALLS 

Office—8:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M_ 
except Sat. & Sunday holi¬ 
days  Carlinville 136 

Homer Virden—Carlinville 326-L 
John Scroggins-Carlinville 5T7-Y 
Aerio Balestri  
  Hillsboro County 2005 

Claude McAfee Brighton 40 
Charles W. Witt, 803 Sumner St., 
  Jerseyville 296W 

Wayne Bandy, 830 School st, 
    Hillsboro 830 KX 

Delmar Miller, 498 South Pearl 

 St. Jerseyville 845W 

Howard Bloomfield  
 Carlinville 153-L 

If lineman does not answer and 
for any other business aside from 
trouble calls—Call A. C. Barnes, 
Carlinville 565-L. 

KEEP THIS LIST NEAR YOUR 
TELEPHONE. Check with your 
neighbors to see if their lights are 
out before calling. Then report the 
line outage. 

COOPERATION INSURES 
BETTER SERVICE 

* * * 

On behalf of the board of trustees 

and all the employees of your co¬ 

operative we want to wish you a 

happy and prosperous new year. 

We hope that 1950 will see that your 

cooperative has a great many new 

members enjoying the privileges of 

electricity on their farm and it is 

our aim to do our utmost in ex¬ 

tending service during the coming 

year to those who have not had this 

pleasure. 
Telephones 

We have received numerous let¬ 

ters from our members inquiring 
concerning the 

recent telephone 

1 e g i s 1 ation in- 

acted by Con¬ 

gress. An ex¬ 

planation of this 

act was given at 

the annual 
meeting but for 

those members 
who were un¬ 

able to attend we would like to re¬ 

peat herein the facts concerning 

rural telephones. 

The act permits the REA in 
Washington to make loans for the 

purpose of financing the improve¬ 

ment, expansion, construction, ac¬ 

quisition and operation of telephone 

line facilities and systems to fur¬ 
nish and improve telephone service 
in rural areas. 

Congress appropriated $25,000,000 

for such loans. Because of the nec¬ 

essity of organizing the staff for 
the telephone loan progr^ m and the 

working out of policy of procedure 

required to carry out the new legis¬ 
lation it will be sometime before 

the agency is ready to act on loan 

applications. 

The act says loans may be 
made to persons now providing 

or who may hereafter provide 
telephone service in rural areas 
and to control private limited 
dividend cooperative or mutual _ 

associations. Loans will not be 
made to individual subscribers. 

The act gives preference to exist¬ 

ing suppliers of rural telephone 

service. It, also, specifies that for a 

period of one year from the effect¬ 

ive date of the act October 28, 1949 

an application from an operator 

already providing rural telephone 

service must be acted upon before 

action can be taken on a/a. applica¬ 

tion from a new supplier. 

This, therefore, means that your 

cooperative will not be entitled to 

go into the telephone business for 

at least one year, and no definite 

action has as yet been' decided as 

to whether this cooperative will 

enter the rural telephone business. 

In the event the existing tele¬ 

phone systems do not take the ini¬ 

tiative to provide adequate tele¬ 
phone service to the maximum 

particular number of rural users 

and in areas where no telephone 

organizations exist it may be 
necessary for persons desiring 

service to form a new telephone co¬ 

operative. 

If this should be necessary the 

same persons who are presently 

members of a rural electric cooper- 
i ative might well form the nucleus 
of this new and separate coopera¬ 

tive. 

Interested 
If any of our members who are 

now receiving telephone service 

from an existing company are in¬ 

terested in further information in 

regard to this legislation it is our 

suggestion that they contact the 
officers of their telephone company 
and ask these officers *i submit 

the name of their company and a 

list of officers to the Rural Electri¬ 

fication Administration in Wash¬ 

ington and we are quite sure that ; 

they will hear from them direct on ! 
any matters concerning the im¬ 

provement or expansion of exist- ; 
ing telephone facilities. 

Annual Meeting 

To the best of our count better 

than 500 attended the last annual 

meeting of your cooperative in 

November. We were pleased to see 

this fine attendance. We hope that 

it will increase in size another year. 

The highlights of the meeting are 

explained in another article of this 

issue. 

We are pleased to announce the 

recipients of the awards which 

were given at the meeting:—Noma 

Lites:-Mrs. Truman Watson, Her¬ 
man Gerson, and Lee Best; Bubble 

lites: Mrs. Ernest Neighbors, Geo. 

Hebner and Marie Elliott; Perco¬ 
lator: Harry Cox, Walter Grosen- 

heider and Andrew Beiermann. 

Waffle Iron; E. H. Neimann, 

Mrs. Herbert Mieher and Delbert 

Loy; Toaster: Mrs. F. R. Thorpe, 

James G. Wilton, and Miles Sligh- 

ton; Kitchen Clock: George A. 

Blankenship, Otto Armour, Elmer 

Clark, Otto F. Monke, Oliver Klotz. 
Alarm Clock: Mrs. G. Ostermann. 

Mrs. A. W. Mayfield, Monroe Elliott. 

Mantle Clock: J. D. Campbell and 

Son; Soldering Iron: Paul Ebbler, 

Wm. Lowenstein and C. H. Allen; 

Heating Pad: Mrs. Oren Johnston, 

T. W. Phillips and Frank Loy; Fan- 

ette: H. F. Edwards, H. Lynn Ed- 

dingtoqf and S. B. Hill; Iron: Mrs. 

Lloyd Cottingham, John Scott and 
Homer F. Wi^greffe; Time Switch: 

A. J. Monke and Howard Mitchell. 

Diana Mae Bates was given a dic¬ 

tionary for drawing the tickets for 

awards. 
Member News Letter 

“We have just installed a new 

electric water heater, water system 

and bath room and want to thank 

you and M.J.M. cooperative for 
helping us to have these nice things 

in our home. Again we thank you 

for the splendid service we have 

received.” — Mr. and Mrs. Fred 
Thornton—Litchfield. 

“Just a line to let you know how 

we enjoy our M.J.M. service. We 
have been to all your meetings. We 

attended the annual meeting on 
Nov. 19th and received the toaster 

for Jersey county. We really enjoy 
it. Last year we received the fan 

and two years ago a nice pin up 
lamp. We want to thank you and 

best of luck to all your staff.”— 

James and Verda Wilton—Medora. 

“I have never written in to let 

you know what new things we have 

gotten as we went along so I will 

write down a list of the things we 

have by this time which total nine¬ 

teen. It is no wonder we feel lost 

when the power is off which is not 

often.”—Alvert Schoen—Walshville. 

Office Notes 

Miss Virginia Mathis is now em¬ 

ployed by the cooperative in the 

billing department succeeding Mel¬ 

vin Holliday who is now working 

for the soil conservation program. 

A Christmas party was enjoyed 

by the employees of the coopera¬ 

tive on Friday preceding Christ¬ 

mas. 

NEWS FROM 
Southwestern 
Electric Co-op 

Greenville, UL 

V, C. KALLAL, Manager 

TELEPHONE NUMBERS 

Bond County—Office, Greenville, lei. i 
366. Office Hours: 8:00 A.M. to 5:00 : 
[\M. except Sundays or Holidays. 
Before Oi after office hours, on Sun¬ 
days, call: Paul G. Morgan, Green- 
vie 706. or V. C. Kailai. Greenville 
S79. 

Fayette County—Maurice Ketten, St. 
Elmo 326. 

Madison County—Sd. Barnes. Edwards- 
ville 1087. 

Your cooperative board lost a 

valuable member in the passing of 

Otis A. Harpster of St. Peter. Mr. 

Harpster was one of the incorpora¬ 

tors of the co- 

operative in 

March, 1939, and 

served on the 

Board continu¬ 

ously since that 

time. 

His jovial na¬ 

ture and his 
stand for fair 

V. G. Kailai dealing will 

long be remembered by his fellow 

board members. He is the second 

one of the original incorporators to 

pass on; the first was Marion W. 

File who died in December, 1942. 
The cooperative movement in¬ 

cluding the farm bureau, service 

company, soil conservation work 

and other community-wide pro¬ 

grams for the improvement of ag¬ 

riculture loses much with the pass¬ 
ing of this Fayette county farmer 

and gentleman. 

Each month numerous letters 

must be written to remind certain 

members of errors made in con¬ 

nection with figuring bills, writing 
of checks, etc. Your cooperation for 

the year of 1950 is earnestly so¬ 

licited. 

You would be surprised to learn 
of the large number of checks re¬ 

ceived without a signature, the 

large number with two different 

amounts shown, the many names 

that are used instead of South¬ 

western Electric Cooperative, Inc. 

These and many other errors 
can be lessened or perhaps eli¬ 

minated entirely by a little 
care on the individual mem¬ 

ber’s part in properly reading 

his meter, making the proper 

calculation and making out the 

check correctly. We have re¬ 

quested many, many times, that 

when you mail in your remit¬ 

tance to please mail it directly 

to the office at Greenville. 

The othei points of collection are 
for the sole benefit of those who 

pay by cash. Therefore, if you send 

your check or money order by mail, 

please send it directly to the co¬ 

operative office. 

BE HONEST 

We are sorry to report that some 

rather large" differences are found 

in the meter readings reported by 

some members and that actually 

found by the meter repairman who 
is now testing meters for your 

cooperative. 
This is your organization and it 

would seem that you would want to 

be honest in reporting your kilo¬ 
watt hour consumption. If you'r 

management cannot get your co¬ 
operation in this matter, the same 

will necessarily have to be re¬ 

ferred to the board for their action. 

So avoid this embarrassment and 

if you have been cheating, make 

amends now, to insure continued 

service. Lack of cooperation will 

result in only one end; namely, the 

disconnection of service to your 
farm, home or business establish¬ 

ment. 

MOVING TIME 

By the time you read this issue, 

many of you will be thinking of 

moving. Please let the cooperative 

office know when you move, be¬ 

cause there is the matter of final 
readings, final payments and new 

addresses. 

The cooperative office must keep 

an accurate record of everyone 
who moves on or off of the coopera¬ 

tive line, and since we cannot cadi 
on each individual, and letters are 

very often returned marked “un¬ 

known" or “incorrect address”, it 

is up to the cooperative member 

to let us know. 

On the Inside cover of your 
meter reading book, you will 

see “If you move.” Fill that 
form out completely and send 

it to us the very day you move. 

We must know the date you 

moved out, the meter reading 

that date and whether you left 

the meter reading book for the 

next occupant. 

We must know whether there 
will be a new occupant, or whether 

the service should be disconnected, 

because as long as the meter is set, 

there is a bill, whether or not any 
KWH are used. 

If the place has been sold, we 

need the name of the new owner 

and his address. 

If you are moving to another 

place on the cooperative line, we 

need to know the name of the 

previous occupant, so that we will ; 
know exactly the place to which 

you have moved; we also need to , 

know the date you moved in there, 

the meter reading that date and 

whether you have the meter read- j 
ing book from the former occupant. 

CHICK BROODING 
It’s about time to make plans for 

the chick brooding season, and for 
many that means the purchase of 

a new brooder. 

When you buy your new brooder, 

you’ll want to join thousands of 

other farmers who enjoy the ad¬ 

vantages of electric brooding. 

You'll find your electric brooder 

provides completely automatic 

thermostatic control for uniform 

temperature and little manual at¬ 
tention. The chicks will act livelier, 

eat more and grow faster with 

“cold house brooding”; and by con¬ 

trol of the moisture in the air, they 

will feather out faster. 

By having about 10 sq. inches 

of brooder space per chick (that 

is a three by five foot brooder 

for 300 chicks) the tendency 

toward cannabalism will be re¬ 

duced, and there will be little 

possibility of overheating. The 

uniform temperature offers less 

danger of suffocation. 
All of these features will cost no 

more than four cents per chick on 

the average electrified farm. 

When you purchase your electric 

chick brooder, here are some point¬ 

ers to consider: 1) the heating ele¬ 

ment capacity should be at least 

two watts per chick, 2) the hover 

should have at least one half inch 
of insulation, 3) the brooder should 

be sturdy so it can be moved or 

lifted daily, 4) the bottom needs a 
curtain or baffle and a method to 

adjust the height from the floor. 
If you would like more informa¬ 

tion or suggestions for home-built 

electric brooders, send a letter or 

visit the cooperative office here in 

Greenville. 

CONSUMERS 
The following consumers have 

purchased electric ranges: Delbert 
Hamilton, Moro; Clarence E. File, 

Pocahontas; Eynou Dunn, St. Ja¬ 

cob; Charles Gibbs, Bethalto; Ron¬ 
ald Richardson, Dorsey; George 
Bosonworth, St. Elmo; O. L. Gris¬ 

som, Ramsey; Geo. Kroening, Alta- 

mont; Alfred Kaufman, Alhambra; 

John Niehls, Beecher City; R. A. 

Spealman, Collinsville. 

A very happy and prosperous 

New Year to you from your coop¬ 

erative. 

OPERATING STATISTICS 
October, 1949 

Miles Energized 1,811.51 

Revenue Per Mile $21.57 
Total Connected Members—5387 

Density Per Mile 2.99 

Average Bill $7.35 

Average KWH Used 206.58 

Per cent Minimum Bills 14 

KWH Sold 1,101,507 

October, 1948 

Miles Energized 1,498.90 

Revenue Per Mile $20.36 

A. C. Barnes 

NEWS FROM 
Clay Electric ( 

Cooperative 
Flora. Illinois 

Elmo A Cates, Mgr. 

TELEPHONE NUMBERS 

Office (8 a. m. to “ p. m.) 78R j 
Homes (Night or Sunday) 
E. A Cates   Flora 389J 

James Erwin Flora 312J 
Henry Mix _ Flora Rural 8F31 

Our construction has again al¬ 

most come to a stand-still and .n 
all probability will not begin until 

spring. However, we will try c 

connect those members along the 
existing lines who complete their 

wiring. 

AUDIT 

A. B. O'Donnell, field auditor 

for REA, has 

completed an 
auoit of our 
c ooperative a 

books. This is *. 
very valuable 

service render¬ 
ed by REA. 

These audits 
are made at 

Elmo A. Cates least once & 

year and will continue to be made 
until the cooperative has repaid at 

least 15 per cent of its loan. Mr. 

O’Donnell has just returned to Ill¬ 

inois from a three months tour of 

duty in the east. 

ANNUAL MEEiTNG 

.Due to a prior school schedule, 
we are unable to secure the grade 

school gymnasium at Louisville for 

our annual meeting this year. 

Therefore, it will be held in the oid 
gymnasium of the Flora High 

school, the same room in which it 
was held in 1947. 

Watch your local papers for the 

time this meeting will begin. There 
will be an important question or 

two to come before the members. 

These will be listed in detail in 
your notice of the meeting. 

We will have displays of electri¬ 
cal appliances of the local dealers 

and, as in the past, we will have 
a number of prizes t' be awarded 
by drawing among the members at¬ 

tending. 

WATER HEATERS 

We have mentioned this in the 
past but evidently some didn’t read 

it, and we have had a few people 

who are using water heaters and 

not taking advantage of our water 

heater rate. 

We do have a special rate for 

water heaters and this is the only 
appliance for which a special rate 
has been established. How¬ 

ever, it does you no good unless our 

office force is informed that one 

has been installed. 

When giving this information, al¬ 
so state whether or not an electric 

range is in use, as this helps to de¬ 
termine the proper schedule. 

APPLIANCE USERS 
In the past, we have listed in this 

newsletter only the users of elec¬ 

tric ranges and water heaters. Be¬ 
ginning January 1, we will include 
all types of appliances reported to 
us. 

However, we may be unable to 

include them in the month in which 
they are reported, but will use them 

in the order in which they are re¬ 

ceived. 

Range, and Water Heater; Ray 

Blackwell, Orville B.yant, J. H. 

Connerly, Lowell Hogen. 

Range; William Goff, C. D. Molt, 

A. R. Murphy. 

All the cooperative personnel 

join in wishing you one and all a 

Happy and Prosperous New Year. 

Total Connected Members—4503 

Density Per Mile  3.00 

Average Bill 6.89 

Average KWH Used 184.11 

Per Cent Minimum Bills 16 

KWH Sold 815,981 
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How Safe Is Your Electric Fence? 
By Rex Raney 

The Hudson’s never con¬ 
sidered their electric fence par¬ 
ticularly dangerous until that 
afternoon in late summer when 
the quiet of their Virginia 
farm was shattered by almost 
hysterical screaming. 

Rushing toward the sound 
they found their youngest son, 
Jimmy, draped helplessly over 
the electric fence surrounding 
the fish pond. His clothes were 
smoking. Bob, their oldest boy, 
was trying to pull his brother 
off the fence, despite the con¬ 
tinual shockings he received in 
each attempt. 

In a matter of minutes Mr. 
Hudson switched off the cur¬ 
rent and carried his sobbing 
twelve-year-old to the house 
where a short time later the 
family doctor announced Jim¬ 
my was unharmed except for 

(Continued on Page Fourteen) 
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What’s New 

JIMMY HUDSON had a narrow escape with an electric 
fence. 

ELECTRICAL LESSON: 

How An Electric Light Bulb Works 
The commonest way of pro¬ 

ducing electric light is by 

means of the incandescent 

lamp. In this type of electric 

lamp a filament fixed in an ex¬ 

hausted or gas bulb is heated 
by an electric current. 

The fine wire inside the 
glass bulb of the incandes¬ 
cent lamp is called the fila- 
m e n t. Although the fila¬ 
ment seems to be hardly 
more than an inch long, it 
really contains several feet 
of wire. This wire is coiled, 
very much like the kind ©f 
spring that is used to pull a 
screen door shut. 

Electric current is carried 
easily by large wires. How¬ 
ever, when this current is 
forced through the fine fila¬ 
ment, it produces heat and 
light. Tungsten wire which 
has the highest melting point 
known (6,152CF.) is used, be¬ 
cause it can be heated to high¬ 
est brilliancy without danger 
of melting. 

Wires from the filament 
pass through the glass tube 
which supports the filament as¬ 
sembly. Because the hot Tung¬ 
sten of the filament would burn 
if air were present, this com¬ 
plete filament assembly i s 
sealed in the glass bulb of the 
lamp and the air is drawn out 
or inactive gases are added. 
One of the wires from the fila¬ 
ment leads to the screw threads 
of the lamp s base, to which it 
is soldered. The other is sol¬ 
dered to a disc in the center of 
he base. 

When an electric lamp is 
crewed into a socket, the 

threads on its base make con- 

WIRE 
SUPPORTS 

GLASS 

SUPPORT ROP 

^LEAD- 
WIRES 

SEAL 

BASF 

tact with the threaded part of 

the socket and the disc touches 

another contact point. From 

here the electric path, which 

must be continuous from its 

source to the light and then 

through the light and back to 

the source, continues to the 

connecting cord. In the socket 

is a switch—a gap in the path 

which can be opened and 

closed. 

Many attempts were made 

to produce an incandescent 
electric lamp before Thomas 
Edison tackled the problem 
but he was the first to pro¬ 
duce one that had a suffi¬ 
ciently long life to make it 
commercially practical, and, 

what is equally important, 

be designed and installed 

the first incandescent lamp 

system ©£ distribution in 

1879. 

Edison’s first filament was 

made of a piece of cotton 

thread which bad been car¬ 

bonized. This was sealed into 

a glass bulb and the air 

pumped out. The carbon fila¬ 

ment was attached to a pair of 

platinum wires and a socket 

with switch in it made. All 

this was much like the present 

electric lamp. 

Later, the carbon filament 
was metalized and still later 
the Tungsten filament was de¬ 
veloped. This final step gave 
a light of high efficiency, an 
important factor in producing 
light at a resonable cost. 

• Trolley Line 

LTG Flex-A-Power, devel¬ 
oped by the Trumball Electric 
Manufacturing Company, may 

have many farm applications 
in the future. 

LTG Flex-A-Power is in ef¬ 
fect an overhead electric pow¬ 
er highway which can -span 
the length and breadth of a 
building, taking power where 
it’s needed at any particular 
moment. It will be ideal for 
those who too often find the 
cord too short or the outlet 
too far away. 

LTG’s prefabricated “track ' 
sections can be tapped by a 
plug or trolley which slides 
easily along the track to any 
desired point. There’s no de¬ 
lay for disconnecting in one 
place and plugging in again at 
another. Every inch of the 
overhead track is a potential 
outlet. 

The “trolley power line” op¬ 
erates in two ways: the worker 
with his electrically driven 
tool or machine can move with 
his job or if the job moves— 
the LTG can move with it, for 
it can be dismantled in one 
building and put up in another 
with little labor, delay, or ex¬ 
pense, and with complete re¬ 
use of all parts. 

• Poultry Feeder 

An inventive New York 

State farmer has developed a 

push-button automatic poultry 

feeder which goes into action 

16 times during an eight-hour 

day. By means of a conveyor, 

driven by a three-fourths 

horsepower electric gear mo¬ 
tor, feed is carried from a stor¬ 
age bin along the bottom of 
a trough. The chickens are 
given about 1minutes of 
eating time at a sitting, then 
the left-over feed is carried 

For A Modern Home .... Install A 

SEPTIC TANK 
• Precast Concrete 

• Steel Reinforced 

• 550 Gallon Capacity 

Factory-made circular, con¬ 
crete septic tank, ready for in¬ 
stallation. Capacity 550 gal¬ 
lons, large enough for average 
rural family use. Conforms to 
requirements of State Depart¬ 
ment of Public Health. 

Manufactured, Delivered and Installed by the following 
Companies—contact one nearest you for free details: 

Mortarless Masonry Co. 
2150 Enterprise Street 
Springfield, Illinois 

Walter Cortelyou 
Busbnell, Illinois 

Klueter Brothers 
Rural Route No. 2 
Edwardsville, Illinois 

Siefert Vault Co. 
Kewance, Illinois 

back to the bin on the convey¬ 
or to await the next feeding. 

This automatic “feeder’ not 
only does away with the usual 
every day chore of filling indi¬ 
vidual feed hoppers, but a 
double load of feed in the bin 
allows the flock owner to get 
away for an entire weekend. 

Use of the automatic chick 
"waiter” enables the flock to 
put on weight faster and waste 
less food than ordinary meth¬ 
ods of feeding. 

• Disposal Unit 

Owners of farm homes where 
the plumbing installations are 
old will be interested in the re¬ 
cently developed sink disposal 
unit. It is a small unit made 
possible by a new type of 
plumbing trap and is designed 

especially for the elimination 
of food waste in homes where 
existing plumbing complicate 
the installation of the standard 
disposal units now available. 

The new unit is partic¬ 
ularly adapted to small kit¬ 
chens where storage space is 
severely limited. Because it 
is only 16 inches long, the 
under-the-sink area can be 

(Continued on Page Sixteen 

Free 
Pamphlets 

The pamphlets listed be¬ 
low may be of value to you. 
Address your requests to 
Power Use Editor, Illinois 
REA News, Box 1180, 
Springfield, 111., enclosing a 
three cent stamp for each 
pamphlet requested. You 
may order as many of the 
pamphlets as you wish. 

How To Select Your 
Water System 

How to Apply Lighting on 
the Farm 

How to Apply Motor and 
Controls to Farm Jobs 

More Power to Your 
Poultry Raising 

Care and Use of Your 
Small Electric Appliances 

Electric Pig Brooders 
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NEWS FROM 
McDonough 

Power 
Macomb, 0L 

Arthur H. Peyton, Mgr. 

Your cooperative has again 

passed another year of its useful 

life to the members we serve. We 
feel that many new friends have 
been made the past year in the 
extension of lines and service to 
other cooperative members. 

It has been a pleasure to deal 
with so many people who are mu¬ 
tually interested in that of re¬ 
ceiving rural electrification and 
utilizing it to the best possible ben¬ 

efit on the farm and in the home. 
We now face a 
new year, and 
this new year 
we hope will be 
equally benefic¬ 
ial to both the 
cooperative and 

the members 
that the Coop¬ 
erative serve. 

T h r oughout 
this coming year your cooperative 

office and the entire staff stands 
ready to serve you through all kinds 
of weather and all conditions. 
Whenever anything comes up which 
requires our attention or we can be 

of help to you and answer ques¬ 
tions that might arise in your mind, 
please feel free to bring them to 
your cooperative office. 

DELINQUENT POLICY 

At the last board meeting prior to 
writing this article, which was held 
November 21st, your board of di¬ 
rectors again gave careful consid¬ 
eration to the delinquent policy as 
is now in effect. 

It was the unanimous opinion 
that no change should be made in 
delinquent accounts and that we 
should strive through education 
and constantly bringing it before 
the membership that this import¬ 
ant phase of our cooperative rela¬ 
tionship must be maintained in an 
up-to-date manner. Therefore, each 
and everyone should make it their 
individual responsibility to see that 
your bill is in this office by the 
25th of the month. 

METER DEPOSITS 

We are constantly having diffi¬ 
culty with tenants who have put 
up a $5 meter deposit and then 
moved from the farm without noti¬ 
fying the office. In establishing a 
$5 meter deposit it was anticipated 
it would cover one month's bill. 

However, from the time that 
current is used and the meter is 
read until you receive your bill, 
another two weeks has accrued on 
your electric bill. Many of these 
tenants moving from premises that 
are covered by a $5 meter deposit 
have accrued bills of $5 to $15 be¬ 
fore they move, without notice to 
us. 

Several unfortunate circumstanc¬ 
es have happened whereby these 
people have moved from our lines 
and have failed to pay the final 
bill. We do not feel they have been 
truly cooperative in this matter 
and in the future some change in 
policy will be necessary to protect 
the cooperative. 

The board of directors are giving 
consideration to increasing the 
amount of the deposit to $10 to 

protect the accounts such as are 

left with no intentions of paying. 

MOVING 

In the event you are going to 
move from your farm or to another 
farm, won’t you notify the office 
ahead of the time you intend to 

move, giving us your location by 
map number or account number 
which is printed above each name 
on your meter reading card and 
your bill and tell us where you are 

moving. 

. This will facilitate us giving you 

correct billing on the place where 

you have lived and it will also give 

us the opportunity to check and 
be sure we have the reading at the 
place where you are moving to. 

Only in complete cooperation of 
every member moving can we hope 
to maintain accurate records on 
meter readings and billings during 

this period of the year when we 
move from one location to another. 

SON INJURED 

Harold Whitman, our director liv¬ 
ing in Cameron, is going through a 
very trying period at this time. 
Jack Whitman, student at the Uni¬ 
versity of Illinois, seriously injured 
himself during a gymnastic class 
and has been confined to a hospital 
at Urbana for the past 10 days. 

In his fall he fractured the fourth 
vertebra and this is indeed serious. 
I know each member of the coop¬ 

erative and the entire staff of the 
personnel extends to Mr. Whitman 
and his family every consideration 
to him during this time. 

RADIANT HEATING 

There is now available on the 
market, radiant glass panels that 
can be built into new homes or 

added as addition to rooms where 
extra heat is required. They are 
the latest idea in radiant heat and 
being fused into glass, are practi¬ 
cally indestructible. 

The efficiency of such radiant 
heat is highly effective in produc¬ 
ing desired heating where it is 
wanted. If you sure interested in 
such information our utilization 
man has a complete file on the mat¬ 
ter and will be glad to go into the 
subject with you. 

CHRISTMAS PARTY ' 

On December 16th the employees 
of the cooperative and the directors 
together with their families, held 

the annual Christmas party at the 
cooperative office. This party was 
a potluck affair with about 100 
people in attendance. Throughout 
the evening various sorts of en¬ 
tertainment was provided with 
games and other acts that were 
highly received < with great en¬ 
thusiasm. 

Hardly a day goes by that we do 
not receive fine comments from 
our members. It is indeed a pleas¬ 
ure to meet the people who are co¬ 

operative in spirit and willing to do 
their part. If it were not for such 
type individuals in this old world 
of ours, it certainly would be a far 
different place to live. 

We find people who even when 

they are in the wrong, come to us 
with a sincere effort to straighten 
out difficulties of past years. This 
is appreciated and everyone con¬ 
cerned will certainly do their part 
and go out of their way to make a 
settlement of any question that has 
arisen. 

We have received comments 
of various natures; so many of 
them that are helpful in the 
organization of our work and an¬ 

ticipating of the future needs 
of our members. We want you 
to each feel that you have a 
part in the cooperative. 

Your suggestions, whether they 
be criticism or words of advice, 
will be always cheerfully received 
and each and everyone of them 
carefully analyzed with the best 
possible effect on the membership 
as a whole. 

INSPECTION 

We are continuing with our re¬ 
inspection program and the original 

inspection of new wiring and still 

have difficulty in getting people 
to wire premises in a safe manner. 

It is constantly being referred to 
our office that people use weather¬ 
proof wire on pump jacks, weather¬ 
proof wire nailed to the pole, open 

switches not protected at pumps, 

and bare wires held up by fence 
posts and other things of that na¬ 

ture, which are definitely a poten¬ 
tial hazard co life and property. 

If these people could see into 

the future and ascertain the 

Arthur Peyton 

disastrous results that might 

result from careless wiring, I 

am sure they would take more 

care than to put wiring in in 

a haphazard manner. It is just 

as dangerous as a rattlesnake 

but we grow so accustomed to 

those things that are about us 

day after day, that we do not 

give due consideration to their 

potential might. 

Might we just stop for one minute 
and give thought to the one ques¬ 
tion: Will this haphazard wiring 
that I am doing create a vacant 
chair in my household next year. 
Will it leave a toy unoccupied; will 
it leave that bicycle without a rider. 

If these things will just give 
you a moment’s thought and you 
will eliminate this hazardous wir¬ 
ing, that might take the life of one 
of your family, then it is worth 
writing and publishing a million 
such papers as this. 

RATE SCHEDULES 

We have on file a complete rate 
schedule as they apply to your co¬ 
operative. Your directors in the 
various areas which they serve, 

have a full copy of the rate sched¬ 
ule in their file. Any information 
you desire concerning the various 
rates, can be obtained from any 
director or referred to this office. 

We have had a number of various 
sheets of the different rates printed 
so that anyone who is particularly 
interested in a schedule of rate, 
that they are receiving service un¬ 
der, or in changing to another type 
rate, may write this office or ask 

the cooperative personnel at the 
office for a copy. 

SUBSTATION 

The preliminary engineering 
work for regulation on substation 
1, east of Macomb, is now complet¬ 

ed. This substation serves all the 
areas south and east of Macomb 
to the Warren county line. 

Voltage regulation has not been 
too good and we now anticipate an 
early completion of the work. The 
material is on order for building an 
addition to the substation so that 

the regulators may be hooked up 
and maintain a continuity of serv¬ 
ice between 118 and 122 volts at all 
times. 

INTERRUPTION 

During the week of December 12 
to 16th there was a long interrup¬ 
tion one afternoon where it was 
necessary to go joint with the C.I. 

P.S. Company on a new line they 
are constructing to bring a 69,000 
volt transmission line into Macomb. 

A joint use agreement was work¬ 
ed out with this company where¬ 
by the cooperative removes about 
a mile of their line along 'the hard 
road * and are now jointly using 
poles which were placed in this 
location for the new transmission 
line by the company. 

We want to commend the C. 
I.P.S. Company on the mini¬ 
mum amount of interruptions 
that were necessary during 
their construction of this line. 
They certainly cooperated with 
your own crews in making all 
the interruptions as short as 
possible. 
We had many very short inter¬ 

ruptions of a half minute or less 
during the month of December 

while it was necessary to switch 
from one feed to another by the 
power company. This was necessary 

due to the amount of construction 
going on along this line and the 
necessity for killing the line while 

the new lines were built. 

Probably the longest inter¬ 
ruption was your noticing the 

red signal on your electric clock 
which indicated there had been 
an interruption of service. But 

all these interruptions totaled 
up to a very short period of 
time. 

This one interruption we referred 
to on the afternoon of December 

I 13th was necessary where we had 

to remove three spans of our three 
phase feeder lines to the southeast 
area and combine it onto the C.I. 
P.S. company pole. As always anti¬ 
cipated, such work requires more 
time than you actually think it 
should. We feel that interruptions 
of this sort will be to the minimum 
as the future goes on. 

TREE CUTTING 

We are constantly running crews 
on tree cutting program during the 
winter months to eliminate poten¬ 
tial hazards from our lines which 
so seriously jeopardize our service 
during sleet storms and other types 
of storms. 

Any trees that are in the line or 
near the line, should be referred 
to the cooperative office for an in¬ 
spection and if its location is a 

hazard to the line, it will be re¬ 
moved. 

We all like our shade trees in 
the summertime but in this 
modern age of electrical living, 

we miss far more the heat pro¬ 
duced by automatic firing of 
our furnaces, the cooking of 
our meals, our radios, lights, 
than we do what shade the tree 
provides in the Summertime. 

Your cooperation in this tree cut¬ 
ting program will be appreciated 
and while it may be an individual 
sacrifice on the part of the indi¬ 
vidual losing the tree, there will 
be many other people benefit from 
this one tree that might be causing 
an outage on miles and miles of 

line. 

How Safe Is Your 
Electric Fence? 

(From Page Thirteen) 

the stomach burn suffered on 
“the hot wire”. 

Takes An Accident 
Like so many other families 

it took an accident to make the 
Hudson’s aware of the dangers 
of improperly installed electric 
fences. 

“It’s all my fault,” declared 
Mr. Hudson. “I should have 
hired someone who knew how 
to install it instead of letting the 
boys do it.” 

But what could he do about 
it now? How could he be sure 
that no such accident would 
occur again? How can you be 
sure your fence is safe, acci¬ 
dent-proof? Is it possible to 
reduce the hazards entailed 
with electric fencing? 

Answer Is Yes 
The answer to all these 

questions is “Yes!”. The cost? 
Only a few dollars more than 
the cheapest electric fencing 
you can install. 

The key to putting up a 
really safe electric fence is a 
controller. This gadget is pri¬ 
marily nothing more than a 
king-size edition of transform¬ 
er on Junior s electric train. 
In purpose it is identical. In 
construction, somewhat differ¬ 
ent. 

Besides stepping down the 
110-volt current to the six to 
eight volts necessary for safe 
operation of electric fences, it 
also controls the gap-spacer, an 
instrument regulating the num¬ 
ber of charges per minute sent 
thru the fence. 

Proper installation of the 
controller is a must for safe¬ 
ty s sake. Most manufacturers 
agree on this method of in¬ 
stalling and grounding the 
controller: Drive a ground rod, 
galvanized or copper, to the 
moisture level (six to eight 

feet). Then attach the con¬ 
troller to the ground according 
to individual instructions varv- 
ing with different models. 

Two ‘Don’ts’ 
Two b i g don’ts here. 

DON’T ground your control¬ 
ler to a water system or to a 
ground rod already connected 
to other electrical appliances 
and DON T electrify your 
fence from any source other 
than through the controller. 

Perhaps here would be a 
good place to offer a word of 
warning about “plug-in” elec¬ 
tric fences—the type that was 
responsible for Jimmy Hud¬ 
son’s burns. If you own one or 
have been planning to buy one. 
proceed with caution. Acci¬ 
dent dangers have been prov¬ 
en to be very high with this 
type fence. 

In the first place, a plug-in 
fence is what the name implies 
You plug-in directly to your 
110-volt circuit. There is no 
circuit breaker to throw off 
electrical discharge in case of 
emergency. 

And with 110-volt current 
there is enough power to stun 
—and in some instances—kill 
small livestock. 

Enough Volts 
Unless you’re in the slaugh¬ 

tering business your animals 
are worth more to you alive 
than dead. So for you six or 
eight volts will work just as 
well as 110. It’s the fear of be¬ 
ing shocked that makes ani¬ 
mals shy away from electrical 
fences anyway. 

Now you have your control¬ 
ler installed according to the 
best Underwriters Laborator¬ 
ies methods. What next? 

If you’re going all out for 
safety, you’ll need an ample 
supply of insulated gate grips, 
lightning arrestors (especially 
designed for electric fences), 
and warning signs. Of the 
three, warning signs are prob¬ 
ably the most important. If you 
plainly mark your fence as 
dangerous, you cannot be held 
responsible for accidents befall¬ 
ing passers-by. 

Treat With Respect 
Now you re all set to tackle 

the most difficult job of all— 
teaching everyone who may 
come in contact with the fence 
to treat it with the respect due 
any electrical titan. 

Make sure every member of 
your family, every farm hand 
knows these three facts: 1) 
How the fence operates, 2) 
Where the controller is located, 
and 3) What to do in an emer¬ 
gency, how to turn off the cur¬ 
rent, disconnect the controller, 
£tc. 

Perhaps you’ll never have a 
100 per cent accident-proof 
fence, but if you follow these 
suggestions you’ll have one on 
which the hazards have been 
reduced to the lowest possible 
common denominator. 

Animals can stand cold tern 
peratures better in the open 
than they can in buildings 
which allow cold drafts to 
blow on them. 
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NEWS FROM 

Illinois Valley 
Priaceton, 111. 

F, I. RUBLE, Mgr. 

Address: 4i0 South Main Street 
Telephone: Princeton 336 

Office Hours—8:00 A. M. to 5:00 
P. M. Monday through Saturday 

TO REPORT OUTAGES — 
AFTER HOURS: 

PRINCETON AREA: Milford 
Jontz, General Foreman, Tele¬ 

phone: Princeton 2-1199 or 

Floyd Christiansen, Mainten¬ 
ance Foreman, Telephone: 
Princeton 2889. 

TO REPORT OUTAGES — 
AT ALL TIMES IN: 

GALVA AREA: Lester Register, 
Maintenance; Telephone: Gal- 

va 232-R. 
OTTAWA AREA: Jack Lewis, 

Maintenance; Telephone: Ot¬ 

tawa 2071-R. 

NOTE: Members in Galva and 

Ottawa areas please try to re¬ 

port trouble to your mainten¬ 

ance man before calling Prince¬ 
ton. 

A new year dawns . . . What nee 

we make of it to further our own 

individual progress or that of our 

Illinois Valley Electric Cooperative 

is entirely within the power of each 

of us, individually. 

Our cooperative has enjoyed a 
successful year 
through con¬ 

structive plan¬ 
ning by its man- 

a g e m e n t and 
the increased 

use ©£ co-op 
power by its 

members. 

It is well to 

note, during the 

past year, even with the twenty pea* 

cent increase in wholesale power 

cost re our cooperative, that the 
Board of directors did NOT vote to 

increase rates. 

Do yon know that you sure still 

paying the same amount today per 

KWH for electricity that wa« paid 
when our cooperative was incorpor¬ 

ated ten years ago? 

Ample power is being made avail- 
ataie to supply your needs. Let’s 

make 1950 an »M electric year. You, 
as one of the owners of the Illinois 
Valley Electric Cooperative, have 

a definite responsibility to make it 
so. 

LOOSE CHANGE 

Why in the world anyone wishes 

to send loose change through the 

mail is difficult to explain. 

During the past month three let¬ 

ters were received containing a 

total of $18.62. Fortunately, no 
money was lost, but it is a wonder, 

as the edges of two of the envelopes 

were worn through and the money 

held in by scotch tape, thanks to 

some cooperating postal employee, 
along the way. 

Money mailed in this manner is 

entirely at the sender’s risk; it 

means that the sender pays double 
if money is lost in transit. Please 

send cheek, postal order or money 
order, when making your remit¬ 
tance by mail. 

COMPETENT ELECTRICIANS? 

It has come to the attention of 
your co-op office that there still 

are some electricians who continue 
to disregard REA wiring specifica¬ 

tions when wiring members’ pre¬ 
mises. 

These men persist in doing their 

work in such a manner that a re¬ 

inspection is necessary before their 

work can be given a final OJ£. 

Because these conditions eowtin- 
ue, your co-op is setting up a Hst 

of approved electricians m the area 

served by your cooperative. The Met 
of these electricians wM toe ajv&M- 

ab'ie at the co-op office and m&y 

be obtained by any member who 
will cafl in person or write for the 

list. This list is being ccsenpiSed for 

F. L Ruble 

your protection and you should take 
advantage of it. 

MEMBERS BUY EQUIPMENT 
Appliance dealers in the area 

served by our cooperative report 
their sales of electrical appliances 

and equipment to co-op members 
during November and December 

were quite satisfactory. 

Many larger appliances, especial¬ 

ly refrigerators, and electric ranges 

were reported. The major items 

were used to replace other units. 
This was especially so in ranges. 
Many of our members are replac¬ 

ing their gas range with an electric 
range. 

Finding that the modern 

electric range is meeting all re¬ 

quirements for appearance, de¬ 

pendability, cleanliness and 
SAFETY, the progressive home¬ 

maker is looking forward to a 

complete electrically equipped 
kitchen. 

Modernizing the farm home today 

is only one of the many advantages 
of living where plenty of Co-op 

power is available. 

LINE COMPLETED 

Practically the entire outside 

force was busy during December 
completing nine miles of new three 

phase line four miles west of Galva 

to replace single and two phase line 
in that area. 

Building this extension and the 

completion of a new 66,000-13.200 

volt substation, will supply ade¬ 

quate power for use in Knox, Stark 

and Henry counties. The completion 

of this new substation and three 
phase line by the cooperative 

maintenance crew is a project for 

which all who took part in can feel 
proud. 

HANDICAPS 

The crews worked in all kinds of 

weather and under the handicap of 

severe cold winds to get the job 

done in record time. Co-op person¬ 

nel who participated in this budd¬ 
ing program and the task to which 

they were speciAcahy assigned- are 

as follows: Substation: Kenneth 
Anderson, Stanley Ballard, Robert 

Lewis and Charles McFarland. 

It was necessary to lean the 

single phase energised lines and 
build an entire new three phase 

line so service would not be inter¬ 

rupted. 

EMPLOYEES PARTY HELD 
Fifty-five employers, directors 

and their guests were present at 

the annual Christmas dinner party 

held at the Clark Hotel, Thursday 
evening, December Jf. 

Following a delicious steak din¬ 

ner, the program committee pre¬ 
sented a short musical program, in¬ 
cluding selections by the Prince 

Tones. Members of the quartet are 
affiliated with the 8.P.E.B.S.Q.S.A. 

chapter in Princeton. 

Vocal and instrumental selections 
were presented, after which the 

group participated m singing 

Christmas Carols, accompanied toy 

Miss Margaret Harter, music in¬ 

structor for the Princeton grade 
schools. 

Each person brought a gift which 

was placed in a grab bag. These 

gifts were distributed before the 
party ended. Several door prizes 

were received from distributors 

and awarded during the evening. 
A social hour was enjoyed follow¬ 
ing the program. 

Directors 

Presenting our directors via this 

column has brought forth a num¬ 

ber of favorable comments from 
our membership. To conclude these 
introductions, we present Directors 

Asa Gorden, Cambridge; Dawson 

(Tony) Glenn, Magnolia, and Ray 

T. Snyder, Princeton. 

DAWSON (TONY) GLENN 

Mr. and Miss. Gieroi and their 

two boys Mve east of Henry. He 
farms 600 acres of land and divides 

his time between stock raising and 

grain farming. 

At present, Gler- is feeding 300 

wMfce faced Uerefords and 36C hogs 

for market. Com Is the principal 

crop raised and the suasp'--* com 

and grain produced is sold through 
the local eievators. 

Glenn is our newest member on 

the co-op board of directors but his 
experience and interest, in 
vancing a constructive rural elec¬ 

trification program, qualify him as 

a fellow member interested in 

furthering the intelligent use of 

co-op power. 

Director Glenn is a member of 

the Marshall-Putnam Farm Bureau 

and has also served as a school 
director from his district. 

ASA B. GORDEN 

Mr. and Mrs. Gorden reside six 
miles northeast of Cambridge 

where they operate their 160 acre 

farm. It is a stock and grain farm. 
Much of the grain produced is 

used for feeding. 

Co-op power has furnished elec¬ 

tricity to the Gorden farm since the 

time it became available to the 

area where it is located. Gorden 

has been a staunch advocate of 
rural electrification and was active 

in bringing co-op power to the 
Cambridge area. He is now com¬ 

pleting his third term as a mem¬ 

ber of our board of directors. 

Director Gorden is an active 

member of the Henry County Farm 

Bureau and is a practical farmer. 
Electricity is used for many tasks 

in and about the Gorden farm to 
eliminate manual labor. 

RAY T. SNYDER 

Mr. and Mrs. Snyder live six 

miles southeast of Walnut, in a 

farm home well equipped with elec¬ 

trical conveniences made possible 
because of the co-op power avail¬ 
able. 

Snyder was elected three years 

ago to serve as a member of your 

board of directors. He is both a 
practical farmer and stock raiser. 

The farm of 280 acres, is used to 
produce grain and for grazing. At 
present, Snyder is feeding 58 head 

of Hereford cattle and 400 head of 
Hampshire bogs for market. He 

has, ale©, a small herd of dairy 
cattle. 

Snyder has been active in pro¬ 
moting the rural electrification pro- 

gram and because of his affiliations 
with other farm organizations, is in 

a position to further progress of 

this program. 

In addition to serving as a mem¬ 

ber of our board of directors, Sny¬ 
der is President of the Bureau 

County Service Company, Prince¬ 

ton, and is also one of the Directors 

of the Bureau County Farm 

Bureau. He is serving at the pres¬ 

ent time, as a director of the Prai¬ 
rie Farms Creamery of Henry and 

alsc vice president of the Kewanee 
Production Credit Association. 

Snyder is an active member in 

the Masonic Lodge and the family 

is affiliated with the Methodist 
Church. 

We received a telegram Decem¬ 

ber 7, from Mr. €. L. Schultz, re¬ 

gional head of engineering divi¬ 

sion, informing us that bids for 

the “H” section have been approv¬ 

ed. Construction of this project will 

begin hi the near future. 
In ©ur Srst cofumn of fine Illinois 

MBA New®, we asked ©utr members 
for any suggestions whiefc they 

might have as to the kind of 
column which they would like to 

have us write. 
We whl wel¬ 
come any sug¬ 
gestions that 

you might have, 

also any letters 
or poems which 

you care to send 
us in regard to 

REA, and what 

it has meant to 

The eo-op employees gave the 
board of directors a Christmas 

party following their board meet¬ 
ing on December 19. Refreshments 

of sandwiches, pie, and coffee were 

served. 

NOTE . 
I 

Several of our members have 
either inquired over the counter 
or written in asking if we have a 

special rate lor ranges. We do not 

have a rate for these heavy ap¬ 

pliances, since our rates are so 

designated to give automatically a 
reduction. 

We have been receiving a num¬ 

ber of inquiries as to why penalty 
is added to the light bills. We 

would like to take this opportunity 
to clear this up. Penalty i® mot 
added to the light bill, but is only 
shown on them, and in case the bill 

is not paid by the 10th of the month, 

the member is to add the amount 

to his net bill and remit to us. 

Each month it seems we have a 
few more members who fail to 

pay before the 10th. This involves 

an educational program to sell 
the farmers on their uses/’ 

In reviewing farm chores, 
Sanders said that until recently 
the processing and handling ©f 
farm products on the farm- 
2,000 years. The farmer, be 
stated, was hoisting hay, pf©- 
cessing his foods, milking bis 
cows and feeding his stock by 

precisely the same methods as 
his forebearers.” Because ©f 
this, Mr. Sanders declared, the 
agricultural worker was placed 
at a hopeless disadvantage with 
the industrial worker who was 
using the magic of electric en¬ 
ergy. 

Saves Time 
Turning to the work done 

in and around farm buildings, 
Sanders said that electricity 
has enabled the farmer t© ic- 
duce his choring time to tbe 
same extent as field machinery 
has enabled him to cut his crop 
harvesting and handling time. 
For example, milking machines 
have cut milking time in haM; 
electric barn cleaners clean s 
26J*COW barn in six minutes as 
against an hour or more oi 
hand-forking time, and electric 
hay hoists cut several hours off 
the job of raising hay into 

J. E. HARDY 

you members. 

a lot of extra work to see that 

penalty is charged to those who 

had failed to pay. You save toy 
paying your bill by the 30th of the 
month. 

MAILING CURRENCY 

It seems we are still receiving 

currency through the mail in pay¬ 
ment of light bills. Recently one 

member had sent us $8 in an en¬ 

velope for his light bill, but the 

co-op never received this money. 
The member of course had to pay 

this bill again. 

Since that incident, we have re¬ 

ceived letters which had bee® torn 

and the coin had been lost o«M. In 
a case like this, we can only gave 

you credit for the amount that we 

receive. 

If yow caw Hot M-UMI H* a 
check, then please weml we 

either a postal note or money 
order, a® this is lor you* own 

protection as well as ©»**. We 
are very sorry that we have to 
©all your attention to these 

matters, but we feel that, with a 

little cooperation from yon, we 
can get these matters straight¬ 

ened out. 

We regret to say that we failed 

to wish you members a Merry 

Xmas in the December issue of the 

Illinois REA News, but we sin¬ 

cerely hope yours was a merry one, 

and we would like to wish you a 

happy and prosperous New Year. 

Credits Initiative Of 
Farmers for Rise 
In Rural Electricity 

mi 

(From Page Three) 

an electric bill of $47.50. 

“But, electricity has come so 
suddenly to the rural scene that 
the farmer has not yet adapted 
it to the extent that it is being 
used in industry. The great job 
that lies ahead for the electrical 
industry is research and educa¬ 
tion. This entails the develop¬ 
ment of electrical appliances 

adaptable to agricultural and 

barns , by means of a horse or 
tractor-driven hoist. Electricity 
is serving the farm wife to©. 
Laundry studies, for example, 
record that one woman on an 
unelectrified farm carried 4% 
tons of water and worked 57 
hours in washing % of a ton 
of clothes during a 13-week 
test period. Later an electric 
water pressure system was m- 
stalled and a washing machine 
added, and another 13-week 
test run. This time, she washed 
the same amount of clothes in 
33 hours, and the pressure sys¬ 
tem carried” the water for her. 
Electricity also heated the wat¬ 
er, thus eliminating the job of 
moving k from the stove to the 
o 1 d-f ashioned washboard 
equipped tub. 

Features Electricity on tbe 
Farm—Farm Workshop— 
Farm Repairs — Equip¬ 
ment You Can 

Saves Money — Makes 
Money for Every 

Farm Family 
Let this famous Popular 
Mechanics FARM MAN- 
U A L make farming 
easier, more profitable. 
Use it to step up farm 
efficiency, increase pro¬ 
duction, improve ap¬ 
pearance and save time 
and labor. Use it to get 
the most out of elec¬ 
tric power and light; to 
make your own equip¬ 
ment such as small 
tractor, spreader, dump 
truck, stacker, fast 
freezer, etc.; to make 
house, barn, equipment 
and other repairs. Used 
and endorsed by county 
agents. Vo-ag teachers 
and thousands of suc¬ 
cessful farm operators. 
YOUR MONEY BACK 

IF NOT SATISFIED 
Contains 1000 ideas and 
helps you can use, any 
one of which can pay 
you hack many times the 
cost of this helpful hook. 
284 pages. Hundreds of 
pictures and plans. Only 
$3.00 postpaid. Send 
check, money order or 
currency. Use book 7 
days. Return if not 
pleased and money will 

be promptly re¬ 
funded. Order 
today. 

COVERS 

Electrical Wir¬ 
ing, Electrical 
Uses, Appliance 
Repairs, Farm- 
Machinery and 
Implement Up¬ 
keep, and to 
Make Yourself, 
Farm Workshop 
and Repairs. In¬ 
cubators, Brood¬ 
ers, Livestock 
Care Equ-ip- 
m e n t , Vege¬ 
table Storage 
and Processing, 
Farm Home 
Imp rovements, 
Farm H i n t s 
and Kinks, etc. 

Popular Mechanics Press 
Dept. 361 

206 E. Ontario St., Chicago El, IB. 

LARAMORE and DOUGLASS. Inc. 
ENGINEERS 

Power PSeofs, DMfewtloii and Transmission Lues 
SYSTEM STttDY SURVEY S 

R-EA «%BU> JeStt’ 
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Let’s get ngm mto uu* JTCU ^al 
letters this, month boys and girls, 
for we’ve another wonderful group 
of them. Before we do, however, we 
want to invite everyone to join our 
letter writing fun this year. We 
started out to make 1949 our 
Pen Pal year yet. We did! Shall 
make 1950 even bigger? 

Send your letters — and a pic¬ 

ture, too, if you have one — to Kay 
Conlan, Junior REA News, Box 

1180, Springfield, HL 
W T W 

ENJOYS DANCING 
This is my first letter to the Junior REA 

News. X have blue eyes and blonde hair. 
I am 13 years old and my birthday is 
July 5. I have two sisters and one brother. 
My hobbies are riding my bicycle, danc¬ 
ing and fishing. So come on Pen Pals 
fill my mailbox. — Lou Ramsey, Reeves- 
ville. 111. 

COLLECTS PICTURES 
I am a girl 12 years old and my birth¬ 

day is April 26. I am in the eighth grade. 
I am about five feet two inches tali. My 
hair and eyes are brown. I have five 
brothers and two sisters. My hobbies are 
reading, horseback riding and collecting 
pictures of other boys and girls. This is 
my first letter to the Junior REA News. 
I would like to have boys as well as girls 
to write to me so fill my mailbox Pen 
Pals. — Lela Rosetta Dufee, R. R. 4, 
Thompsonville, 111. 

* * * 

PLAYS GUITAR 
I am a girl 12 years old and my birth¬ 

day is April 19. I am five feet three inch¬ 
es tall. I am in the eighth grade at the 
Virden North Grade School. I go to school 
in Virden but I get my mail from Auburn. 
I have brown hair and blue eyes. My 
hobbies are playing the guitar and clar¬ 
inet. roller skating and collecting pic¬ 
tures of boys and girls. I would like to 
hear from both boys and girls. — Virginia 
Van Winkle, R. F. D.. Auburn. I1L 

LOIS AND CHICKENS 

I am a 12 year old girl and my birthday 
is March 12. I have blonde hair, blue 
eyes, wear glasses and weigh 97 pounds. I 
am in a 4-H Club and I would like to have 
Pen Pals in 4-H work write to me. My 
hobbies are playing the piano and baking 
new cake recipes. My music teacher’s name 
is Mr. Garner but he is no relation to 
me. For pets I have two canaries, rabbits 
and my 4-H chickens. Come on, boys and 
girls, write to me.—Lois Ann Garner, 
R. R. 3, Box 95, Morisonville, 111. 

STELLA ENJOYS BASEBALL 
This is my first letter to the Junior 

REA News. I am a girl 14 years old. I 
am a freshman at the Vienna Township 
High School. I have brown eyes and dark 
brown hair. I also have dimples. My hob¬ 
bies are swimming, dancing and playing 
baseball. I have two sisters and one 
brother. So come on Pen Pals and fill my 
mailbox. — Stella Belcher, Reevesville, 111. 

* * * 

JANUARY BIRTHDAY 
I am a girl nine years old. My hobbies 

are horseback riding and riding my bi¬ 
cycle. This is my first letter to the Pen 
Pals of the Junior REA News. I weigh 
100 pounds. I have one brother named 
Edward Duane but no sisters. I go to 
town school. I am in the fourth grade at 
Blandinsville. My birthday is January 14. 
I would like to have some of you to write 
to me. I will try to answer all letters that 
I get. — Mary Eleanor Brooks, R. R. 2. 
Blandinsville, 111. 

HIGH SCHOOL 
Hello boys and girls! I am a girl 16 

years old and I am a Junior in high 
school I am five feet five inches tall. I 
have brown hair and blue eyes. My hob¬ 
bies are baseball, horseback riding and 
dancing. I live in the edge of Colp but 
I go to the Herrin High School. I would 
like to hear from boys and girls between 
the ages of 15 and 20. Come on teen agers 
and write. — Fayetta Davie, Colp, 111. 

4-H CLUB 
I am a girl five feet three inches tall 

who has brown hair and brown eyes. I am 
14 years old. My birthday is July 22. I like 
to write letters, go to movies and I great¬ 
ly enjoy sports. I also have several other 
hobbies. I belong to the W.L.S. and Wave- 
land Clubbers 4-H Clubs. I have written 
to the Junior REA News once before and 
received letters from Pen Pals. I would 
like all Pen Pals between the ages of 12 
and 17 to write to me. I promise to answer 
all letters as soon as possible. I will also 
exchange pictures. — Joy William, R. R. 
1. Hillsboro, Hi. 

PAINTS AND DRAWS 
I am a girl age 14, I have blonde hair 

and blue eyes. I am five feet six inches 
tall and I weigh about 120 pounds. My 
favorite hobbies are drawing, painting and 
riding bicycles. I will answer all letters 
that I receive from both boys and girls.— 
Dorothy Smith, R. R. 1, Steeleville, 111. 

COLLECTS PICTURES 
I am a boy nine year old and I weigh 

66 pounds. I am 
r ...... four feet, six inches 

tall and I have 
brown hair and 
brown eyes. My 
hobbies are playing 
baseball and col¬ 
lecting baseball 
players pictures. I 
have 86 pictures 
now. This is my 
first letter to the 
Junior REA News. 
I would like to hear 
from all boys and 
girls. — Lawrence 
Suchomski, Todds 

111. P. O. Pinckneyville. 
★ ★ ★ 

COLLECTS STAMPS 
This is my first letter to the Junior 

REA News. I am 12 years old and my 
birthday is June 23. I have brown eyes 
and brown hair and I am five feet tall. 
I am in the sixth grade. I have two 
brothers. My hobby is collecting stamps. 
Come on Pen Pais fill my mailbox. I will 
answer all letters. — Alvina Skortz, R.R. 
1. Ashley, 111. 

DRIVES TRACTOR 
I am a boy 13 years old and my birth¬ 

day is October 14. I am five feet one inch 
tall and weigh 96 pounds. I have brown 
hair and brown eyes. I am in the eighth 
grade at Lowery School. I have two broth¬ 
ers, 19 and 10. also one sister, 17. My 
hobbies are riding a bicycle and driving 
a tractor. Come on Pen Pals and get the 
letters rolling. — Roy Coil, R. R. X, 
Keenes. 111. 

* * * 

PLAYS WITH KITTEN 
This is my' first letter to the Junior 

REA News. I am a girl 12 years old. I 
have reddish brown hair and blue eyes. 
I am four feet 11 inches tall and weigh 
about 100 pounds. My hobbies are read¬ 
ing, playing with my kitten and going to 
the movies. Come on Pen Pals let me see 
the letters roll in to fill my mailbox. — 
Mary Lou Mann, R. R. 1. Omaha. 111. 

HAS NEPHEW 
I am a girl 15 years old. I have brown 

hair and brown eyes. I weigh 111 pounds. 
I live on a farm. My hobbies are reading 
and horseback riding. I also like movies. 
I come from a large family. I have one 
married brother and one little nephew. 
I would like to hear from boys and girls 
between the ages of 14 and 18. — Betty 
Faye Mann, R. R. 1. Omaha, 111. 

ENJOYS LETTER WRITING 
This is my first letter to the Junior 

REA News. I am a girl 10 years old. I 
am four feet 10 inches tall. I have gray 
eyes and blonde hair. My hobby is riding 
my bicycle. I have one sister named Mil¬ 
dred Delois. My birthday is April 1. I love 
to write letters and enjoy receiving let¬ 
ters so I hope this letter will bring me a 
lot of Pen Pals. I will be looking for your 
letter boys and girls in my mailbox 
soon. — Dorothy Maxine Henson. R. R. 2. 
Elizabethtown, 111. 

READING, A HOBBY 
This is my first letter to the Junior 

REA News. I am four feet nine inches 
tall and I weigh 80 pounds. I have brown 
hair and brown eyes. My hobbies are read¬ 
ing, roller skating, playing the piano and 
riding my bicycle. I had my tonsils and 
adenoids removed last spring. I am 11 
years old. Please fill my mailbox.—Shirley 
Ann McClerren, R. R. 1, Thompsonville, 
Illinois. 

★ ★ ★ 

ENJOYS MOVIES 
This is my first letter to the Junior 

REA News. I am 19 years old. I have 
brown hair and blue eyes. My hobbies are 
going to shows and writing letters. I 
would like to hear from boys and girls from 
the ages of 19 to 21. I will try to answer 
them as I get them from you kids. — 
Mary Louise Logue, R. R. 1, Beecher City, 
Illinois. ★ w ★ 
A MAY BIRTHDAY 

I am a girl 16 years old. I have blonde 
hair and brown eyes. My birthday is 
May 30. My hobbies are going to movies 
and writing letters. I would like to have 
all girls and boys between the ages of 16 
and 20 to write to me. So come on Pen 
Pals drop me a line. I like to hear from 
all of you. — Lela Astin, Karnak, 111. 

ENJOYS LETTER WRITING 
This is my first letter to the Junior 

fgt" -V'* gs&K REA News. I am 
t&ii' " a years °^' 
W ■ I have blonde hair 

. and blue eyes, and 
' w? I am five feet two 

^fs'k } inches tall. My 
!? ', Jr '* favorite hobbies are 

A-SM’-',,,, writing letters and 
playing baseball. I 
would like to hear 

W from boys as well 
.ill as girls around the 

ages of 12 to 18. I 
Jk „ % 'fagSgig promise to answer 

T"' " * lllP a" letters. — Wil- 
5a ^nn K

A
elly- i

R- R. 1, , Augusta, 
111. 

PLAYS PIANO 
I am 12 years old and in the eighth 

grade. I am four feet 11 inches tall and 
weigh 60 pounds. I have brown hair and 
brown eyes. My birthday is October 21. 
My hobbies are playing piano, horseback 
riding and playing with my pets. This is 
my first letter to the Junior REA News. 
I have one brother, 15. I will try to 
answer all letters I get from boys and 
girls. Come on Pen Pals fill my mail¬ 
box. Do I have a twin ? — Linda McGee, 
R. R. 6, Louisville, III. 

A SENIOR 
I am five feet one inch tall and weigh 

104 pounds. I have brown hair and blue 
eyes. I am 18 years old and my birthday 
is November 26. I am a senior at Gor¬ 
ham High School. My hobbies are reading 
and outdoor sports. I live on a farm. I 
would like to hear from both boys and 
girls between the ages of 17 and 19. I 
will try to answer all letters. — Mary 
Lou Clendenin. Rockwood. 111. 

ROLLER SKATER 
This is my first letter to the Junior REA 

News. I am 10 years old and my birth¬ 
day is March 26. Do I have a twin 7 My 
hobbies are playing the piano, roller 
skating, reading comic books and riding 
a bicycle. I am five feet tall and weigh 
80 pounds. I have blonde hair and gray 
eyes. I am in the fifth grade. I would 
like some Pen Pals. Hurry up and fill 
my mailbox. — Carolyn Sue Tullis, Mill 
Shoals, 111. 

PLAYS FOOTBALL 
I am a boy 13 years old and my birth¬ 

day is Aprii 16. I am five feet six inches 
tall. I am in the eighth grade at St. 
Joseph's Catholic School. I have blond 
hair and blue eyes. My hobbies are swim¬ 
ming. football and riding my bicycle. I 
would like to hear from boys and girls.— 
Robert Dale Mills, R. R. 1, Ridgeway, 111. 

★ * * 

PET CALF 
I am a littl girl nearly six years old. 

My mother is writing this letter for me. 
For pets I have a calf, a dog and a cat. 
I have two sisters and one brother. I 
have blue eyes and long blonde hair.— 
Joyce Hemphill. R. R. 3, Golconda, 111. 

A BLONDIE 
This is my first 

letter to the Junior 
REA News. I am 
a girl 14 years old 
and have blue 
eyes, and blonde 
hair. I am a 
freshman at Kar¬ 
nak High School. 
My birthday is 
June 28. 1 like to 
write letters, so I 
want to hear from 
both boys and girls. 
— Cloetta June 
Canada, Karnak. 
Illinois. 

LIKES COWBOY MUSIC 
This is my first letter to the Junior 

REA News. I have brown eyes and light 
brown hair. I am five feet two inches 
tall and weigh 102 pounds. I am 15 
years old and my birthday is June 26. 
My hobbies are collecting photos of Roy 
Rogers, Monte Hale, Jimmy Wakely. I 
also enjoy cowboy music. My favorite 
records are, “Tennessee Border,” “Love 
Sick Blue” and “Bouquet of Roses.” I like 
to roller skate too. I would like to hear 
from boys and girls between the ages of 
15 and 19. — Mary Lou Hantla, R. R. 1, 
Litchfield, 111. 

MANY PETS 
I am a girl 13 years old and my birth¬ 

day is June 28. I am in the first year of 
high school. I am five feet tall and weigh 
about 100 pounds. My hair is brown and 
my eyes are bhie green. My hobbies are 
playing the piano and playing ball. I take 
music lessons. I live on a farm and have 
quite a lot of pets. This is my first letter to 
the Junior REA News and I would like to 
hear from boys and girls of all ages.— 
Charlene Janet Mitchell. R. R. 2, Box 
26, Mulkeytown, 111. 

* * * 

A SPORTSMAN 
I am a boy of 16 and my birthday is 

July 5. I have red 
hair and green eyes. 

5 JHpSBBaSilglgfe inches tall and 
weigh 140 pounds. I 

Br ana a junior in 
5- w McLeansboro Town- 
r ship High School. 1 
’A :: » swimming and 

4-iii- I--,, all sorts of sports 
; • ~1|. 'A.'A.t snd would like to 

. 1L ;..<v hear from girls and 

^ rtA between 12 
. jg||||P|||PFV; change pictures. — 

gox g3> McLeans¬ 
boro, 111. 

* ★ w 

EIGHTH GRADER 
I am a girl 13 years old and my birth¬ 

day is March 17. I am in the eighth 
grade at the Nokomis South Grade School. 
I am five feet tall and weigh 90 pounds 
I have blonde hair anl blue eyes. My 
hobbies are playing the piano, writing 
and receiving letters. I would like to hear 
from girls and boys between the ages of 
10 and 15. I promise to answer all letters 
so come on and fill my mailbox] — 
Leona Johnson, 107 Starr Avenue, No¬ 
komis, 111. 

★ * ft 

FIVE CATS 
I am a boy 10 years old and my birthday 

is December 14. I am five feet four inches 
tall. I have three brothers Jimmy, seven, 
Johnny, six, and Joe, five. I also have 
one sister named Nancy Lee who is two 
and one half years old. We have five 
cats and one puppy. My puppy’s name is 
Skipper. My hobbies are riding bicycles 
and horses. I also enjoy reading and 
writing letters. I promis to answer all 
letters. — Franklin "Frankie” Cunning¬ 
ham, R. R. 1, Rinard. 111. ft ★ ft 
COOKS AND BAKES 

This is my second letter to the Junior 
REA News. I would like to have a lot 
more Pen JPals. I am 17 years old and 
my birthday is May 15. I have dark blonde 
hair and blue eyes. I weigh 120 pounds 
and I am five feet two inches tall. I have 
five sisters and five brothers. I like to 
cook and bake and I get a lot of enjoy¬ 
ment out of reading and listening to the 
radio. I would like to have boys and girls 
between t'-e ages of 16 and 24 to write to 
me Come on boys and girls and write. I 
will exchange pictures with any one who 
writes.—Frances E. Campbell, R. R. 1, 
Mt, Auburn, 111. 

A BOWLER 
I am a girl 14 years old and my birth¬ 

day is September 2. I am five feet one 
inch tall and weigh 98 pounds. I have 
blonde hair and blue eyes. My hobbies are 
playing the piano, bowling, basketball 
and football. I would like to hear from 
boys and girls Come on and fill my mail¬ 
box full and I will try to answer all let¬ 
ters. Phyllis J. Myers, R. R. 3, Carmi, 111. 

RIDES HORSES 
I am a boy of 14 and my birthday is 

October 8. My hair is blond and my eyes 
are green. I am 
five feet, two inch¬ 
es tall and weigh 
105 pounds. My 
hobbies are swim¬ 
ming, riding horses 
and riding bicycles. 
I am a freshman in 
the McLeansboro 
Township High 
School. I want new 
friends so I would 
like to hear from 
boys and girls be¬ 
tween 12 and 14. 
Eddie Wise, P. O. 

Box 63. McLeansboro, 111. 

FIFTH GRADER 
I am a girl 10 years old and my birth¬ 

day is August 29. I have two brothers, 
Richard and Larry. I also have three 
sisters, Shirley, Gayla and Sharon. I have 
light hair and brown eyes. I am four feet 
seven inches tall and weigh 68 pounds. 
This is my first letter to the Junior REA 
News. I attend the Edinburg Community 
Consolidated School and 1 am in the 
Fifth grade. I would like boys and girls 
to write to me between the ages of nine 
and 12. I will answer all letters that I 
receive so come on Pen Pals and fill my 
mailbox.—Norma Elaine Fountain, R. R. 
2, Edinburg, 111. 

STUDIES LANGUAGE 
I am 13 years old and my birthday is 

January 31. I have two sisters and one 
half sister. I also have one brother. I am 
in the eighth grade at Scottville Grade 
School. I am five feet 10 inches tall and 
weigh 124 pounds. I have brown hair 
and gray eyes. My hobby is collecting 
match tops. My best subject is language. 
This is my first letter to the Junior REA 
News. I would like to hear from boys and 
girls between the ages of 13 and 14 or 
even older. — George Allen Hobbs, Box 
164. Scottville, 111. 

ft * * 

HAS 4-H PROJECT 
I am a girl 11 years old and have 

blonde hair. I am in the sixth grade. This 
is my second letter to the Junior REA 
News. The last time I received a lot of 
letters and answered all of them. I also 
had a Pen Pal, Iona, from Birmingham, 
Illinois. I wish she would write to me 
again. I lost her letter and don’t know 
her last name so I can’t write to her. I 
belong to two clubs, the Lions Club and 
4-H Club. My 4-H project is a Hampshire 
Hog. Come on Pen Pals fill my mailbox 
full. I will also exchange pictures. — 
Phyllis Craig, R. R. 1, Karnak, 111. 

LIKES TO HUNT 
I am a boy 15 years old and I am in 

the second year at Galatia High School. I 
am six feet, one einch tail and weigh 

three sisters and 

hobbies are hunt¬ 
ing, .fishing, and 

first letter to the 
Junior REA News, 
so ^fill my mailbox 

Thompsonville, IH. 
, * * * 

HAS PET 
I am 11 years old and in the sixth grade 

at Oakland School. I am four feet seven 
inches tail and. weigh 72 pounds. I have 
light brown hair and brown eyes. I hare 
three sisters and two brothers. I also 
have one nephew. My hobbies are riding 
my bicycle and reading books. For Pets 
I have one dog named Bill. Come on Pen 
Pals fill my mailbox up to the top.— 
Peggy Klaus, R. R. 6. Carlinville. IH, 

ft ft * 

HORSEBACK RIDING 
This is my second letter to the Junior 

REA News. I am a girl 13 years old and 
my birthday is October 29. I have brown 
hair and brown eyes. I am in the eighth 
grade. My hobbies are bicycle riding, 
horseback riding and ball playing. I live 
on a farm in the country. I would like 
boys and girls from the ages of 12 to 16 
to write to me. Come on Pen Pals and 
nil my mailbox full.—Kathryn Viola 
Goskie, R. R. 1, Box 102, Thebes, IH. 

HAS TWIN BROTHERS 
I am a girl 11 years old and my birth¬ 

day is September 8. I have blonde hair. 
I have twin brothers Donald and Ronald, 
four. I also have two sisters. Betty age 20 
and Sue age 13. We live on an 80 acre 
farm. I am in the sixth grade at School. 
My hobby is riding the bicycle. I would 
like lots of Pen Pals.—Carol Jean Gibbs, 
R. R. 1, McLeansboro, 111. 

ENJOYS HUNTING 
I am a boy 13 years old and my birthday 

is November 23. I am four feet nine 
inches toll and I weigh 80 pounds. I go to 
the West Beaver Pond School. My hobbies 
are fishing, swimming, hunting and rid¬ 
ing my bike. I would like to hear from 
girls as well as boys of all ages. I will 
answer all letters.—Howard Howell, R. R. 
2, Box 36, DeSoto, III. 

ENJOYS BASEBALL 
I am a girl 13 years old and my birth¬ 

day is June 8. I have auburn hair and 
green eyes. I am five feet three inches 
tall. I go to the Randolph Public School 
and I am in the eighth grade. I like to 
read and baseball is my favorite sport. I 
have two sisters and three brothers. I 
would like for girls between the ages of 
13 and 14 to write to me.—Judith Mc¬ 
Cauley, R. R. 1. Dow, 111. 

PLAYS PIANO 
I am a girl 11 years old and my birth¬ 

day is April 9. I am in the seventh grade 
at the Dongola School. I have blonde 
hair and blue eyes. My hobbies are play¬ 
ing the piano, bicycle riding, and collect¬ 
ing pictures of other boys and girls. I 
would like to hear from boys as well as 
girls. Come on Pen Pals and write soon. 
—Shirley Joyce Lenta, R. R. 1, Dongola, 
Illinois. 

Illinois 4-H’ers 
Win Top Awards 
At 4-H Congress 

An Illinois boy and girl walked 
off with two of six top honors given 
for outstanding 4-H records at the 
National 4-H Congress held re¬ 
cently in Chicago. 

Gilbert Blankenship, a 20-year 
old Yorkville youth, was judged 
national boy winner for Achieve¬ 
ment in 4-H club work, while the 
national girl’s award for Citizen¬ 
ship went to 18 year old DiAnne 
Mathre of DeKalb. 

When Gilbert Blankenship start¬ 
ed out in club work in 1939 he had 
one purebred Poland China gilt to 
work with. Since then he has built 
up a herd of 41 dairy cows, 1,000 
chickens, and has handled 793 
swine, 79 sheep and 12 beef cattle. 
He is now farming 510 acres. Gil¬ 
bert’s award carries a $300 schol¬ 
arship and a silver trophy awarded 
by President Truman. 

In eight 4-H years, DiAnne 

Mathre has served as club president 
and junior leader, helping 20 girls 
with clothing and food projects. 
Many of them won county and state 
honors under her guidance. Since 
she was chosen to represent 4-H’ers 
on the Quiz Kids program four 
years ago, she has appeared regu¬ 
larly on her local radio station and 
her group talks and published ar¬ 
ticles run well into the hundreds. 
DiAnne received a $200 scholar¬ 
ship. 

Meat Animal Project 

Another Illinois boy, Kenneth 
Koertner of Pearl City, was one of 
four national winners of the Meat 
Animal project contest. Although 
20-year old Kenneth’s specialty is 

purebred Duroc swine, he also 
raises sheep, and dairy and beef 
cattle in partnership with his 
father. His award is a $300 scholar¬ 
ship. 

Typical of the variety of projects 
represented at the Congress were 
those of 35 state winners of the 
Better Methods Electric contest. 
Projects ranged all the way from 
planning the wiring in a home to 
installing an electric corn sheller. 

Outstanding among the state en¬ 
trants was Maurice Soucie, 20, RFD 
1, Peotone, Illinois. Faced with the 
tedious job of watering hogs on his 
father’s farm, Maurice installed a 
pressure pump and watering sys¬ 
tem. His ingenuity made possible 
the saving of 150 miles of walking 
and the lifting and carrying of 137 
tons of water each year and won 
him a trip to the national conven¬ 
tion. 

A leader in county 4-H activities, 

he is coach of the Will County 
poultry judging team and is also 
chairman of the public speaking 
contest, competing in the state 
finals. 

DISPOSAL UNIT 
(From Pa^e Thirteen) 

used to store wastebaskets, 
soaps and other supplies. 

Installation of the smaller 
disposal unit is possible with 
old or new sinks if the distance 
between the center line of the 
wall drain and the bottom of 
the sink is at least seven inches. 
It can be installed in practical¬ 
ly any modern sink with a 3)^ 
to 4 inch drain outlet. 

The disposal unit elemiinates 
food waste, including bones, 
fruit pits and parings, by shred¬ 
ding them into tiny particles 
and flushing them down the 
drain. It will operate on either 
a sewer or septic tank. 

Estimates place the population 
of the U. S. by 1975 at 162 million, 

although it could as high as 185 

; million. 
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Final plans are being worked 
out in co-operation v/ith REA for 
the floor plans on the new project 
headquarter building which is to 
be constructed here at Dongola 
for your cooperative. 

The floor plans call for a two- 
level building, 
the upper level 
being entered 
from the front 
or the down 
level, and the 
lower level 
which will also 
be down level 

due to the con¬ 
toured ground G. W. Endicott 

at this point. 
Provisions are being made for 

taking care of what we feel will 
be the ultimate needs of the co¬ 
operative. This will oe the fourth 

move or building which has been 
occupied by the cooperative, the 
first being the temporary office 

that was located at Mounds and 
then the move to Dongola in Nov¬ 
ember of 1939 and then the move 
up to our temporary steel building 
here on the area adjacent to the 
substation and north of Dongola 
in 1946. 

CONSIDERATION MADE 
Due to the extension of the pro¬ 

gram and the need for additional 
space, consideration was given at 
the time that the steel building was 
built to build a permanent head¬ 
quarters building, but due to con¬ 
struction conditions and cost of 
construction this was given up at 
that time and the building now is 
being re-designed to better fit the 
ultimate needs of the project and 
the operation phase rather than 
construction. 

Provisions are being made 

for the public relation employee 
as well as the demonstration 

or meeting room which will be 
for use of any community or 
small meeting that can be had 
at this point 
In other words, this meeting 

room will serve as more-or-less a 
community center for small meet¬ 
ings that may be required of var¬ 
ious civics or communtiy organi¬ 
zations in this or any of the other 
projects in this area. It is antici¬ 
pated that construction can be 
started on this this spring and our 
building completed before bad 
weather next fall. 

_ PRESIDENT’S LETTER 

“My electric range won’t heat 
properly,” so a member recently 
reported to me. It was easy, after 
a little questioning, to determine 
the cause. 

The transformer serving his ter¬ 
ritory was too light to put out suf¬ 
ficient current for the increased 
load which had been placed on it. 
Several appliances, including two 

or three ranges, and store appli¬ 
ance motors, had been added to 
the circuit that the transformer 
served. 

The office tells me this is a situ¬ 
ation which is occurring frequently 
and which they are only too will¬ 
ing to correct, when informed. 

The situation is this: trans¬ 
formers are of various capaci¬ 
ties, from 3KV, 5KV, 10KV and 
up. When a hook-up is made a 
transformer of the size to car¬ 
ry the load at the time and a 

reasonable additional load, is 
used. 
There would be no economy-in 

fact, there would be a loss, in put¬ 
ting in too large a transformer, 
both in investment and in the fact 
that all transformers themselves 
consume a certain amount of elec¬ 
tricity in addition to that which 

reaches your meters, depending on 
size, for instance: 

The IVz KVA transformer uses 

about 15 KWH in 1 month. 

uses 

uses 

The 3 KVA transformer 
about 26 KWH in 1 month. 

The 5 KVA transformer 
about 35 KWH in 1 month. 

The 7% KVA transformer uses 
about 45 KWH in 1 month. 

The 10 KVA transformer uses 
about 60 KWH in 1 month; even 
though there is no usage in the 
connection. This practically ac¬ 

counts for the difference in the 
comparison between KWH pur¬ 
chased and KWH sold in monthly 
cooperative comparison chart. 

With this situation, what mem¬ 
bers should do is to report to the 
office every time they place in 
operation an appliance which con¬ 
sumes considerable current, ranges, 
heavy motors, hot water heaters, 
brooders, etc., so that our engineer 
can anticipate the increased loads 
and take care of them before you 
have to report trouble. 

In fact, the office would like 
very much to have a record of all 
appliances on the lines, not to 
know your business but to help de¬ 
termine the trend of the amount of 
current which will be required. 
Without this information the of¬ 
fice can hardly be held responsible 
when you individually have a 
shortage of power as did the mem¬ 
ber I referred to above. 

Our cooperative has an enviable 
record of service to its members, 
compared to those in non-coop ter¬ 
ritory, according to .eports reach¬ 
ing us. But we would like to make 
it even better along the line indi¬ 
cated. With your help it can be 
done. 

Wm. M. Planert 
President 

CHART 
Nov. 30 Nov. 30 
1948 

Members   - 3783 
Miles   1050 
Total Billing ..$18,086.74 
Average Bill _ 
Average KWH 
KWH Paid  
KWH Sold  
Int. Paid   
Prin. Paid   
Members Conn. 
Members 

Disconn.   

$4.78 
93 

424,800 
351,932 

1,577.09 
2,039.75 

126 

52 

1949 
4853 
1350 

$25,856.35 
$5.33 

104 
592,200 
503,110 
1,560.13 
2,164.41 

95 

74 

Above is the columnar form com¬ 
parison as of November 30, 1948, 
as compared to November 30, 1949, 
wihch would give you somewhat 
of an idea of the project that the 
cooperative is making both in ad¬ 
ding new members and rendering 
the service to the present users. 

You will note in this that there 
has been over 1,000 members ad¬ 
ded during this last year; this 
being added on approximately 300 
mile of line. You will also note 
that the billing has raised approxi¬ 
mately $7,500, the average bill 
which is in accordance that it bears 
out the point that each and every 
one of the individuals is using 
more energy each month and that 
the average kilowatt hour con¬ 
sumption has increased about 11 
kiolwatts per consumer. 

It is also considered that there 
are about 1,000 new members who 
would bring this thing down on 
member usage in kilowatt hour 
consumption as shown in the re¬ 
port. 

The question has been brought 
up at various times as to the move¬ 
ment of members on the project. 
The last two figures giving the 
number of members connected and 
the members disconnected, you can 
see that there is considerable 
movement of these members which 
causes extra work on the office as 
well as everyone else and in many 
cases it is not possible to make a 
hook-up as quick as some people 
would like. 

This is due to the fact that there 
are so many of these that if wc 
took care of those immediately It 
would require considerr bly more 
personnel than is working for the 
cooperative at this time. 

TELEPHONE 

Undoubtedly, you members have 

been reading considerably on the 
new telephone act, especially xn 
your Illinois REA News as well as 

in the metropolitan and local 
papers. 

The question has been asked 
many times what the board of 
directors have in mind on the tele¬ 
phone. The only thing they have 
in mind is doing everything in their 
power to fulfill the mandate of the 
membership at the previous annual 
meeting of investigating and tak¬ 
ing whatever action is necessary 
in making rural telephones avail¬ 
able in this area. 

Inquiries have already been re¬ 
ceived from several of the present 
suppliers in the area as to some 
little consolidation and enlarging 
the system and the comment has 
been received from many of the 
individual users that they are very 
much in favor of the telephone 
service on about the same basis 
as their REA electric service. 

That is, service through the 
same organization or at least a 
central organizat: >n being oper¬ 
ated in conjunction with the 
electric cooperative to elimin¬ 
ate some of the necessary over¬ 
head expense that would be 
possible with a separate and 
distinct organization operating 
under another office set-up as 
well as personnel. 
We would appreciate having 

comment from members as you 
will be the ones to decide this after 
all of the various points have beer 
discussed. Of course, it seems that 
the indication is from- REA itself 
that these should be separate an^ 
distinct organizations. 

Until the present board of dir¬ 
ectors can be shown that greater 
economies can be practiced under 
that set-up and under the few or¬ 
ganizations working very close to¬ 
gether, we will continue to work 
along the lines of operating the 
two together even though it is 
a separate organization. 

We cannot give out any inform¬ 
ation as to just what our definite 
plans are as these will be deter¬ 
mined upon the conditions as time 
goes on. 

We receive many complaint let¬ 
ters but we do receive a few let¬ 
ters from ones who feel we are at 
least trying to do a good job. 

The construction is winding to 
a close on the “R” section. There 
are very few extensions that are 
left and only those that the in¬ 
dividuals have not been wired on 

are the ones that have not been 
completed. All wire is being com¬ 
pleted on those in which the poles 

were set and the crews are work¬ 

ing on the conversion work now 
on the Jonesboro substation, tying 
it into the line to the north in the 
Roy Rendleman area. 

There are still some of the “R” 
section extensions which have not 
been hooked up, due to the fact 
that 85 per cent of those signed 
on the line are not wired and 
ready for service which require¬ 
ment is necessary in keeping with 
the resolution passed at the An¬ 
nual Meeting last year on the 
hooking up of new lines. 

“S” is the designation that has 
been given to the next section for 
construction which is being made 
ready for allotment REA at this 
time. 

The manager and Mr. Hartline, 
the engineer, were in Washington 
the first part of December to clear 
up the final details of this so that 
this allotment could be forthcom¬ 
ing. 

There has %een considerable 
delay on it due to the minor 

points which were not entirely 
clear and these points appar¬ 
ently have all been cleared up 
now and allotment is due at 
any time. We are in hope that 
at the time you have this, this 
allotment will have been re¬ 
ceived or at least announced 
so that staking car. start on 
this line. 
Letters have been sent out or 

will be sent out to all of the new 
“S” section members and they will 
also be placed on the mailing list 
of the Illinois REA News so they 
can be informed of the situation 

as it exists toward their receiving 
electric service. 

“T” SECTION 

“T” section is the designation 
which is given to the sectional 
line, that is, that it was too late 
to get in on the “S” section that 
is over l,00f foot line. 

This is being prepared and sent 
in to the engineer for completion 
so it can be submitted to Washing¬ 
ton for an allotment this coming 
year. In this allotment we have the 
office headquarters which is being 
planned and on which we antici¬ 
pate being able to start work this 
spring. 

NEWS FROM 

Menard 
Petersburg, IH. 

HOWARD O. BELL, Mgr, 

NEWS FROM 

Clinton (bounty 
Breese, QL 

JOSEPH HEIMANN, S«pt. 

Now is the time of the year when 
you have time to cut the fence row 
and road side brush. It will make 
your farm look better; you will 
take great pride in a farm without 
brush rows. 

Our maintenance men will be cut¬ 
ting and trimming trees during the 
winter months. When they ask your 
permission to cut a tree we hope 

you will cooper¬ 
ate with them. 
Trees are still 
the cause of 
more outages 
than any other 
single factor. 

Paul H u e 1 s, 
one of the co¬ 
operative line- 

J* H. Heunann men, has recent¬ 
ly moved to New Baden. He and 
Joseph Huelsmann are located in 
New Baden to give service to the 
area server, from the Trenton sub¬ 
station. 

We are now rebuilding and re- 
phasing East of Boulder and in 
January will be working in the 
area west of Patoka. 

RESOLUTIONS 
Read the meter on the 20th of 

the month. 
Pay bills before the 10th of the 

month. ^ 

Report any unusual condition 
along the lines to the cooperative 
office. 

Inform office on day you move 
giving meter reading. 

BROODERS 
Now is a good time to check your 

electric brooder. The principal parts 
that cause trouble on a brooder 
are: 

The Wafer—this is an inexpensive 
part and probably the best way is 
to install a new one every year. It 
can however be tested by holding 
over heat and observing the ex¬ 
pansion. 

Fan Motor—clean and oil. 
Snap Type Thermostat Switch- 

Test the snap action of this switch. 
If it does not always snap on or off 
replace with a new one. From ex¬ 
perience, about three seasons use 
is enough for these switches. 

It is easier to replace before it 
is in use than to make the change 
when chicks are being brooded. 
The points become burned and pit¬ 
ted after continuous use. 

NEW APPLIANCES 

Water Heaters: Kathryn Gross, 
Clarence B. Wellen, R. R. Surles, 
John Lanham, Walter Kuhn. 

Refrigerator: Gilbert Nottmeyer. 
Toaster: Virgil Ripperda. 
Radio: Virgil Ripperda, John Or- 

rell <2). 
Washing Machine: N. K. 

Meadows. 
Television: Clarence Larnew. 
Ranges: Clarence B. Wellen, 

John Niemann, Menard Etter^ Gil¬ 

bert Nottmeyer, John Lanham, 
Walter Kuhn. 

Milk Machine: Frank Brown. 
Co/fee Maker: Virgil Ripperda. 
Mixmaster: Virgil Ripperda. 

Deep Freeze: Lawrence Korte. 
Milk Cooler: Bernard Korte. 

Gilbert Nottmeyer, A. H. Reh- 
berger. 

To start the New Year, it seems 
the proper listing of the various 
personnel of Menard Electric Co¬ 
operative, to whom reports of 
service interruptions should be 
made, will be most beneficial to 
assure prompt restoration. 

As you all know, in each area 
where it is necessary to make a 
long distance call to report trouble, 

we can only ac¬ 
cept calls from 
your trouble re¬ 
porter in that 
area. If you do 
not know who 
your trouble re¬ 
porter is, we will 

be glad to furn¬ 
ish you with his 

Howard O. Bell or her name 
and telephone number. 

This restriction is necessary as 
you can readily see it will elimin¬ 
ate a lot of duplicate calls and 
will greatly reduce our telephone 
costs. If the trouble reporter in 
your area is not home then you 
may call the service man in your 
area telling why you called direct 

and he will accept your call. 
If he refuses to accept your call, 

you will know that it has already 
been reported and that he is on his 
way to locate the trouble. The 
names and telephone numbers of 
the cooperative personnel are list¬ 
ed below: 

Menard Electric Cooperative 
Office   Petersburg 41 

Physicians Exchange  
  Petersburg 311 

(The exchange is to be used 
only when office does not 
answer) 
Albert L. Hinrichs   
 Petersburg 346-2 

Mason City— 
Robert W. McLean  
   Mason City 116W 

Roy I. McDaniel    
   Mason City 330W 

Kilbourne— 
Alvin Bertram Kilbourne 13X 
Charles Cowin Kilbourne 15X 
Virginia— 
Ray Logan   Virginia 190 
Harold Brunk. Virginia 302 
Dawson— 
Guy Sanford.. Buffalo 4133 
Elvin C. Kenoyer Buffalo 4166 
If you will cut out the above in¬ 

formation and put it in your tele¬ 
phone book, you will find it most 
convenient. It would be most help¬ 
ful also to add your local trouble 
reporters name and telephone num¬ 
ber to the list. 

When reporting trouble, state 
your name and account number as 
shown on your energy bill, also, 
whether your neighbors are, with¬ 
out service. Check your own fuses 
or breakers to see that the fault is 
not in your own wiring. 

Annual Meeting 
At your last annual meeting, 

which was held on Feb. 26, 1949, 

the board of directors was granted 
the privilege of selecting any date 
during the month of February, 1950, 
for the annual meeting. 

This date has not yet been se¬ 
lected but am inserting this note 
to remind you that you owe it to 
yourself and to your cooperative 
to attend. So look for the exact 
date in the next issue of the Illinois 
REA News and help make this the 
largest annual meeting we have 
ever 

be,. _  ^.xixie. Geo. Peddicord. 

Clock: Virgil Ripperda. 
Iron: Virgil Ripperda. 
Stoker: Lawrence Korte. 

NOVEMBER REPORT 

Miles energized  682.73 
Revenue per mile 19.53 
Connected members  1778 
Average KWH used—farm-._201 
Average bill  7.27 
KWH sold  378127 
Water Systems: Bernard Korte, 



'New Look’ For Cows 
"Girdles’, Latest Tiling In 

7 

Barnyard Apparel 

By Wally E. Schulz 

The farmer’s bossies have taken on the “new 

look, ' and are making their shape more pleas¬ 

ing to the eye.-They’re wearing “girdles.' 

Some farmers call them brassieres, some 

call them corsets, but to Bill Tamm the in¬ 

ventor, they’re referred to as “udder sup¬ 

ports." 

On his farm near Franksville, Wisconsin, Bill 

Tamm has converted a garage into a workshop, 

where he makes the bossy’s fancy garment. His 

wife works right at her husband’s side, sewing 

and stitching the webbing material on her sew¬ 

ing machine. 

“I got the inspiration for the “cattle garment, 

when I had a valuable cow threatened with ud¬ 

der congestion, ’ explained Tamm. “I rigged up 

a gunny sack to support the udder, which I an¬ 

chored from her back with a rope. The crude 

contraption prevented congestion, but it’s a mir¬ 

acle the cow survived, as the rope left mean cuts 

upon the cow’s back.” 

Realizing that the crude invention prevented 

congestion, Tamm set about to iron out the 

“bugs" in it. He hoped, if he could add one 
year to the life of the thousands of valuable 
brood cows, his life ambition would be at¬ 
tained. 

Tamm’s pet cow “Rosie" stood patiently for 
many fittings and alterations, as new ideas w'ere 
pot to the test. In place of the rope, Tamm sub¬ 
stituted three-inch webbing, which proved to be 
just the thing. Finally after many trials and 
experiments, the invention proved a success. 

I’ve taken more ribbing and wise cracks than 

a groom on his honeymoon," smiled Tamm. One 
of my friends, said he wouldn’t be surprised to 

see my horses wearing hula skirts.’ I ve been 

thinking it over, and maybe he’s got something 

at that. Maybe it would be just the thing to 

keep away the flies." 

Tamm’s udder support transfers the weight of 

the udder to the cow’s back, thereby, eliminating 

udder breakdowns. By relieving the load on the 

udder muscles and keeping the udder warm, the 

blood is permitted to circulate freely through the 

udder. 'This prevents caking and congestion dur¬ 

ing the early milking period, which causes cows 

to lose considerable flesh in a very short time. 

The waterproof canvas udder cover, is ideal¬ 

ly suited for giving hot and cold baths for 

early treatment of the much feared cattle dis¬ 

ease called “mastitis." It eliminates the possi¬ 

bility of injury to the udder, and affords cheap 

insurance against injuries, chills, etc,, when 

shipping the cattle to mai^tet. 

The support can also be used for snow or ice 

packs, and prevents calves from nursing cows. It 

stops self-suckers cold, and is indispensible for 
cows in transit. 

The harness is made of three-inch canvas web¬ 
bing, which is provided with six adjustable slides 
to insure a good fit on any cow within the size 
range. It can be removed in a few seconds for 
milking and is of durable construction through¬ 
out, so it will give years of service. 

The four adjustment points make the harness 
easy to put on and easy to take off. 

News of Tamm’s invention has spread rapid- 

'NEW LOOK’ in what the well- 

dressed cow will be wearing, 

‘Girdle’ is proving valuable in pre¬ 

venting udder congestion and di¬ 

seases and promotes cleanliness. 

ly by word-of-mouth, and already many state 

universities are using them with great success 

on their experimental farms. Many individual 

farmers, too, have found them invaluable for 

many purposes. 

One farmer reports lacing his cow Brenda" 

up with one of the “corsets.” She stood perfect¬ 

ly still—that was, until she was turned out to 

pasture. 

“Then my cow seemed to go completely mad/ 

revealed the farmer. “She jumped, kicked, and 

bucked, until the corset flew over her rear end.’ 

Tamm explained the cow s strange reactions, 

as not being fitted with a proper udder-support. 

“The udder support was most likely too large 

for her,” explained Tamm. It probably created 

a tickling sensation about her faucets, which led 

to the strange contraption being kicked through 

the air.” 

The udder supports come in three sizes, 

small, medium and large. If Brenda was a 

small cow, she should not have been fitted 

with a large brassiere—it just won’t work! 

“When a cow has an extra big udder after 

calving.” said Oscar Schuly of Elkhorn, Wis¬ 

consin, “the support comes in mighty handy. Slip 

on an udder support and you don t have to worry 

about your prize cow stepping on her teats and 

injuring them.” 

Thousands of dollars are lost every year by 

the American farmer due to teat injuries. Many 
cows cut their teats on barbed wire, berry bushes, 

thick undergrowth and brush. 

By dolling the cattle up in a girdle , much of 

this danger to the udder can be eliminated. It 

will also keep the teats and bag clean of mud and 

dirt for milking. Many farmers have to wash 

their cow’s udders before milking them, but by 

using a support—this job is eliminated. 

As the udder support is adjusted, nine cows 

out of 10 will stand as still as a woman listening 

to the gossip on a party-line. At milking time, 

the harness is left on, and the udder support is 

rolled out of the way. 

Yes, the “old timers” would probably gaze in 

shocked amazement, if they were to view our 

modern dairy cows wearing a ’ girdle . 

But if they were told the reason back of ir 

they’d probably say, “These young, scally-wag. 

are really smart. Why didn t we think of that? 
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Farming News Notes 
FARM INCOMES 

All predictions point to a 
slight decline in farm incomes 
for 1950. Incomes, however, 
are declining less rapidly than 
the prices farmers will have to 
pay for manufactured products. 

Comparatively speaking, 
the farmer is still in good 
financial position for the 
coming year. With the first 
half of the year scheduled 
to show a good period for 
industry, plus the continu¬ 
ance of the parity program, 
the farm economic picture is 
firm. 

Loss of considerable amounts 

an inch or two wide—along 
the top edge of each step. Us¬ 
ing an entirely different color 
on the bottom step helps, too 

BIGGER ACREAGE 
Soybean acreage will prob¬ 

ably be increased in 1950. 
Acreage allotments are ex¬ 
pected in corn, wheat and cot¬ 
ton. Some of this acreage will 
be given over to Soybeans, as 
was done under similar circum¬ 
stances in 1934. In that year, 
soybean acreage increased 50 
per cent. 

FROM USDA 
Christmas trees are becom¬ 

ing an increasingly important 
small farm and woodlot pro¬ 
duct. Estimated at $6,000,000 
for their roadside value, when 
delivered to the consumer, the 
trees become a $50,000,000 
business. 

Although European corn 
borer and other night-flying 
moths can be attracted by a 
special type of electric lamp 
and killed with electric traps, 
Department of Agriculture 
engineers suggest that farms 
avoid becoming too enthusi¬ 
astic about this possible 
method of control until its 
practicality is fully proved 
by further research. 

When the 3,000,000th cus¬ 
tomer was added to REA fi¬ 
nanced lines in December, new 

customers were being added to 
the lines at the rate of 45,000 
a month, or one 15 seconds of 
each working day. About 910,- 
000 miles of lines constructed 
by the Co-ops were in use. 
The lines are part of the 973 
power systems which operate 
in the rural areas of 46 states, 
Alaska and the Virgin Islands. 
Borrowers from the REA in¬ 
clude 969 cooperatives, 41 

power districts. 24 other pub¬ 

lic bodies, and 25 commercial 

power companies. 

FROM U. OF I. 
Reports from five University 

agronomists show that some 

Illinois counties have 70 to 75 

per cent of the cropland in corn 

and soybeans, and only 5 to 

1C per cent in grasses and le¬ 
gumes. 

Experiments show that Illi¬ 
nois farmers should keep at 
least 25 per cent of their land 
in legume-grass mixtures all 
the time in order to build up 
soil fertility and cut down ero¬ 
sion. Over 3,700,000 acres in 
Illinois should be taken out of 
corn and soybeans and put in¬ 
to grasses and legumes. 

If you do not have a rack 
in the laying house for feed¬ 
ing alfalfa or some other 
good legume hay to your 
hens, you can set a bale of 
alfalfa in the laying house 
and let the hens work on it. 
This keeps the hens active 
and producing efficiently. 

HAULING 
Nearly half of the U. S. 

farms have a motor truck or 
trailer, and this equipment 
carries more than 45 per cent 
of the total tonnage of farm 
products from farms to the ini¬ 
tial market. 

One farm in four has a 
truck and there are over 1,- 
900,000 trucks on American 
farms. Few farms have both 
truck and trailer. At least 
eight out of 10 farms have 
only one truck or trailer. 

Hired or buyer’s equipment 
is extensively used in getting 
farm products to market. Most 
interesting is the fact that only 
two per cent of the nation’s 
farmers go to market by 
wagon. 

FARM APPLIANCES 
More than two million farm¬ 

ers are in the market for elec¬ 
trical appliances, a recent sur¬ 
vey reveals. 

The survey showed that 
nearly four million farm fam¬ 
ilies have electric service, while 
twice as many farm homes 
were wired for electricity in 
1949 as in 1940. 

LARD AND HOGS 
A serious farm economic 

problem has arisen concerning 
bogs and lard. With the cur¬ 
rent decline in lard prices, buy¬ 
ers are increasingly looking at 
hogs from the standpoint of 
meat they will produce. This 
places a premium on 180-240 
pound animals, heavier hogs 
are less desirable. 

This problem can be solved 
by increasing per capita con¬ 
sumption of lard, increasing the 
foreign demand for lard, or 
producing a type of hog with 
more meat and less lard. 

HOME SAFETY 
Dark stairwells leading to 

attics or cellars can be made 
much lighter and safer by 
painting the walls in white or 
very light tint. An added safe 
guard is f an enameled band— 

Alcoa’s work on ACSR really just began when its scientists 

developed this conductor. They went on to work out simpler 

ways to engineer high lines; found ways to beat the strain 

of “long spans”. Devised ways to throttle vibration and 

prevent fatigue. To bpng you the best ACSR it’s possible 

to make, and the best installation methods known. 
Sixty-two years of experience with aluminum and.elec¬ 

tricity constitute an important “potential”—ever-expand¬ 

ing ACSR know-how—that pays off in better service for 

you and your customers. ALUMINUM COMPANY OF 

AMERICA, 1929A Gulf Building, Pittsburgh 19, Penna. 

TYPICAL: Here’s what we mean by research: In Alcoa's 
Massena, N. Y., laboratory these machines give cables 
“the shakes” for as long as a year to determine their 
fatigue strength. Conductors meet a lifetime's trials 
within months. It adds up to better cable and improved 
installation methods for you. 

of corn because of the Euro¬ 
pean corn borer has further 
steadied the market for Illinois 
farmers. 

Politically, farmers are in a 
key position with candidates of 
both major parties during the 
1950 elections paying close at¬ 
tention to the thinking among 
them. 
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Something to Sell? 

Buy? or Swap? 

Another Special Service For You ! 

Co-op Members— 

Have you something you want to buy or sell—poultry,, live¬ 
stock, equipment or special services? Have you a farm to sell, 
or are you looking for a farm to rent? Is there something in the 
attic, banc, or basement that you can’t use that you want to 
swap? 

Then the RURAL EXCHANGE section of your Illinois 
REA News can serve you! RURAL EXCHANGE was started 
as a service to you. For this reason, a special rate is available 
to you—50% off the regular rate of 10 cents per word. That 
means co-op folks can reach 300,000 other rural co-op -people 
for only 5 cents per word. 

It is necessary to set a minimum ad charge—$1,00 for 20 
words or less. You can use up to 20 words for $1,00, For 
every word over 20, add 5 cents for each word, A 25 word 
advertisement, for example, would cost you $1.25—or 40 words, 
$2,00. 

Let's make the RURAL EXCHANGE section of your Illi¬ 
nois REA News a market where the values are high! And, let's 
make it fun for the whole family, too’ 

Just write your proposition in the easy to follow form (be¬ 
low) and send it along to RURAL EXCHANGE, Illinois REA 
News, Box 1180. Springfield, Illinois, 

Rates Below For 

CO-OP MEMBERS ONLY! 

- Tear Off and Mail Promptly 

USE THIS HANDY FORM 

1 12 
1 

13 
1 

14 
1 

5 16 
I 

\7 
1 

18 

1 
9 (10 

1 
|11 

I 
|12 

1 
13 |H 

i 
115 
1 

116 

i 

17 (18 
1 

|19 
1 

|20 
1 

Figure out the proposition you want to make, whether it if 
something vou want to buy, sell or swap. 

Write the words in the spaces above. If you fill all the spacef 
that will be 20 words. Price for 20 words (or less) is $1.00 for each 

time you want your ad run. 

If your message takes more than 20 words, add 5 cents for each 

additional word. Remember each initial or group of figures count 
as one word. (Don’t forget to count your name and address in the ad). 

Perhaps you will want your prosposition to appear in more than 

one issue. It so, just multiply the total by the number of issues you 
wish to order (a $1.00 ad for three issues would be $3.00). 

Fill in your name and address below, attach correct amount 

for ad and mail to RURAL EXCHANGE, Illinois REA News, Bos 

11 SO, Springfield, (11, Your ad will appear in the earliest issue possible. 

★ ★ ★ ★ 
Please publish above ad in RURAL EXCHANGE beginning 

with earliest possible issue, (Payment must accompany ad. If you 

send check or money order, make payable to Illinois REA News,) 

YOUR NAME 

YOUR ADDRESS       

REA Co-op Member?  (Note: This Special Rate of 

5 cents a word applies only to co-op members and their 
families. Non-REA co-op members rate, 10 cents a word, 
see information on Regular Rates this page.) 

Tear Off and Mail Promptly 

(RURAL EXCHANGE 
Reaching Over 300M00 Rural People Each' Mouth 
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• Appliances 

FOR SALE : General Electric 
table-top kitchen range; Good con¬ 
dition; $50. 505 East B. Street, Bel¬ 
leville, Illinois. 7/8 

# Buyers 

WANTED Old Glassware, clear or 

colored, milk glass fruit stand. 
Please write description to Mrs. 
George Zimmerli, Route 1, Paw¬ 
nee, Illinois, 7/8 

FOR SALE: Registered polled hehe- 
ford Bulls—one old enough for 
service, one 10 months and one 6 
months. Battle Domino breeding. 

One is grandson of Circle M Rollo 
Domino 2nd. Out of Anxiety, Dale 
and Domino dams, Robert Torrens, 
Oakdale, Illinois. 7/8 

• Farm Machinery 

FOR SALE: “Aerovent” hay-dryer 
fan and 5 HP motor; used two 
weeks; new guarantee; will sacri¬ 
fice; Willard Fay, R. 1, Princeton, 
Illinois, 7 /8 

Farms 

151 ACRES, 7 room house, two 
barns, electricity, water, six miles 
from Greenville; Ray Kuhn, Adm., 
Route 1, Smithboro, Illinois. 7/8 

• Flowers 

NOTICE! Now is the time to start 
African Violets the leaf way. Six 
for $1.00 postpaid. Money orders 
under $2 not accepted. Red Head, 
Mentor Boy, loanatha. Trilby, Blue 
Bird, Viking, Blue Boy, Orchid 
Beauty, Pink Perfection, Blushing 
Maiden, Redheaded Girl, Purple 

Prince, Double Duchess, Ruffles, 
Rippling Beryl, Blue Heaven, Pur¬ 
ple Mist, Bi-color Merkel, Curley 
Special, Summer Skies, Purple 
Beauty, Gorgeous, Sky Blue. Mrs. 
Homer Miller, Route 8, Palmyra, 
Illinois. 7/8 

• Livestock 

FOR SALE: Registered Shrop¬ 

shire bred ewes; Registered Berk¬ 
shire bred gilts; Pomeranian pup¬ 
pies; Reasonable; J. W. McCutchan, 
Plymouth, Illinois. 7/8 

REGISTERED Polled Hereford 
Bulls and heifers for sale; Dark 
red; blocky; low down. Top breed¬ 
ing. Address, Ross Hubble, Cisne, 
Illinois. 7/8 

PUREBRED Duroc Hogs and 
Polled Hereford cattle. You are 
welcome anytime. Mile West of 
Farmer City, Donald C. Rueger. 7/8 

• Poultry 

OIC FALL BOARS and Gilts ready 
for shipment. Purple and Blue 
Ribbons. Breeding. Double Treated. 
Registered. Hatcher Bros. Cross- 
ville, Illinois. 7/10 

OIC BOARS, farrowed August 3 
from excellent blood lines; reg¬ 
istered in buyers name for $50; 
Raymond H. Vinyard, RFD 4, Har¬ 
risburg, Illinois. 7/8 

NEW TREATMENT for poultry. 
Kills poultry lice and mites. Your 
hens get treated each day the 
automatic way with Pearson's 
Poultry Powder & Plastic Contain¬ 
er. These Containers are made egg 

shaped in two halves with little 
holes so aid can pass through. 
Power is poison to lice and mites 

and the heat of the body suffo¬ 
cates them. Just fill egg half full 
of powder and place one in each 
nest. Re-fill once a year. Costs less 
than one cent per hen per year. 
Your hens are always free of lice 
and mites. This is the only method 
which has been offered to poultry- 
men which requires no labor. 
Thousands already in use. Special 
Offer. Send no money. Just send 
your name and address and we’ll 
send you one dozen Plastic Eggs 
and a box of powder for $2.00 c. 
o.d, This way you can see the eggs 
before paying the postman. If you 
wish we can send you 6 eggs for 

$1.00. Regular price per dozen is 
$3 00. Guaranteed. Use 30 days and 
if your hens are not free of lice 
and mites your money is refunded. 
Peason, Son & Company, Box 647, 
Ridgefarm, Illinois. 7/10 

and enjoyable section to read. 
Trusting that more and more of 
our readers will take advantage of 
RURAL EXCHANGE, we remain, 
cooperatively yours, Illinois REA. 
News staff. 7/8 

• Seeds 

HELLO Farm Friends, Since 
Spring is just around-the-corner, 
it’s time to order your certified 
Clinton 11 seed oats:. $1.25 plus 
sacks; Ralph Close, Scottsville, 
Illinois. 7/9 

FOR SALE: 830 bales, second and 
third cuttings, alfalfa hay; 75 cents 
per bale; also 300 bales oat straw 
. . . Sam Gratton, R 1, Galena, Il¬ 
linois. 7/8 

Sellers 

# Personals 

Thanks a lot folks for your won¬ 
derful response to RURAL EX¬ 
CHANGE. And for your letters of 
encouragement with the ads you 
sent. We think you’li agree that 
RURAL EXCHANGE can provide 
important service at low cost, and, 
at the same time, an interesting 

FOR SALE: Electric “Easy" wash¬ 
ing machine, three cup type, new 
motor; 66 inch hardwood cabinet 
base; cast iron sink inset, faucets. 
$30. Mrs. Alfred W Mayfield, RFD 
6, Carlinville, Illinois. 7/8 

FOR SALE: Irish Setter puppies; 

top breeding; registered; make 
nice gifts; priced reasonable; 
Georgia Stebbins, RR2 Chatswortb, 
Illinois. 7/8 

• Services 

RUBBER STAMP (ink pad in¬ 
cluded! for printing your name and 
address on stationery, checks etc. 
$1.00 postpaid. All kinds of job 
printing at reasonable prices. Sam¬ 
ples and prices on request. Thacker 
Printing Co., Vienna, Illinois. 7/9 

Swap 

CHAIN SAW, swap on Dairy cattle, 
or bred heifers. Value $250. Will 
sell. No other swap wanted S. J. 
Sminchak, Route 1, Collinsville, 
Illinois. 7/8 

FOR SALE or trade for late model 
car; a complete barber shop . . . 
Cecil Cullum, Cave in Rock, Il¬ 
linois, RR1. 7/8 

Wanted To Rent 

WANTED TO RENT: 20 to 160 
Acres Farm; Have Machinery; 
Glenn Baker, Athens, Illinois, R, R, 
No. 2, Telephone 74-R-30. 7/8 

Rural Exchange 
Regular Rates 

10 Cents Per Word 
Minimum Ad—$2.00 For 

20 Words or Less 

The Illinois REA News goes 
into 85,000 farm homes in Illinois 
each month;—actually over 300,000 
readers, representing one of tha* 
most prosperous farm markets in 
the nation. 

Advertisers are invited to use 
RURAL EXCHANGE, the new 
classified section of the Illinois 
REA News, 

The rate is 10 cents per word 
with a minimum ad charge of $2.00 
for 20 words or less. 

Payment must accompany your 
order. Make check or money order 
payable to Illinois REA News. 
Ad will be started in earliest pos¬ 
sible issue. 

A discount of 10% may be de¬ 
ducted on any order for six 
months; 15% may be deducted on 
12 month orders. 

Mail ad and remittance to 
RURAL EXCHANGE, Illinois 
REA News, Box 1180, Springfield, 
Illinois, 

REA Issues Bulletin On 
Phone Loan Requirements 

The Rural Electrification 
Administration began distrib¬ 
uting rural telephone loan ap¬ 
plication forms last month. In 
addition it released a bulletin 
outlining some general re¬ 
quirements for loans. 

Copies of the application 
form and the bulletin will be 
sent to all persons and or¬ 
ganizations who make inquiries 
to REA, the government office 
announced. It pointed out that 
the preliminary information 
called for on the application 
forms wets necessary for REA 
to make a determination of the 
general eligibility of the appli¬ 
cant. 

Once the application has 
been processed, the REA 
would be able to advise what 
further steps had to be taken 
for approval of a loan, it was 
stated. Some of the require¬ 

ments which must be met be¬ 
fore complete loan approval 
concern: area coverage, se¬ 
curity requirements, loan doc¬ 
ument provisions, duplication of 
facilities, and purpose of the 
loan. All of these requirements 
are explained in the new bulle¬ 
tin. 

REA reported, that since the 
telephone legislation became 
law in October, more than 60C 
existing telephone companies 
and 100 proposed new tele¬ 
phone organizations have in¬ 
quired about loans. 

Names Upon Request 
The names of the manufac¬ 

turers of articles or equipment 
appearing in stories in the Illi¬ 
nois REA News will be furn¬ 
ished upon request. Address 
your inquiry to the Illinois 
REA News, Box 1180, Spring- 
field, III. 

m
m

m
um

m
m

im
m

fr
 


