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ARCHITECT S DRAWING sh o w s steam-electric 
generating plant which the statewide power cooperative 
would build as first step in construction of a generation 
and transmission system to furnish the power needs of 
the rural electric co-ops in state. The plant would cost 
$7,059,000 and would be located in southern Illinois. 
Another such plant would be erected in the northern part 
of the state and a transmission loop would tie the co- 

Power Co-op To Seek 
19,878,000 REA Loan 

ops together. 

Bill Before Congress To Permit 
REA Loans For Rural Telephones 

Congress is currently con¬ 
sidering a bill which authorizes 
the Rural Electrification Ad¬ 
ministration to make loans for 
the extension of telephone ser¬ 
vice in rural America. The 
State Association has gone on 
record in favor of such legisla¬ 
tion. 

If the bill passes the House 
and Senate the result will be 
more telephones for America’s 
farmers. Only 42 per cent of 
the nation’s farms have tele¬ 
phones now and a large per¬ 
centage of these have very 
poor service. The loan funds 
under the bill would be avail¬ 
able to improve unsatisfactory 
service. 

In order to placate existing 
telephone companies, the orig¬ 
inal measures of Rep. W. R. 
Poage (Tex.) and Sen. Lister 
Hill (Ala) were changed by 
the House Agriculture Com¬ 
mittee. The amendment pro¬ 
hibits REA from making loans 
to other than existing telephone 
companies for the first six 
months following passage of 
the bill. 

Dispute Bill 
Although privately owned 

telephone companies would 
join existing mutual and coop¬ 
erative systems in having pri¬ 
ority on loan funds for the six 
months, they disputed the bill, 
declaring the loans should be 
granted by the Reconstruction 
Finance Corporation instead of 
REA. 

The argument was refuted 
on the grounds that service to 
the farmers would be cheaper 
if the same poles were used 

(Continued on Page Sixteen) 

State Association Director, 
J. Wess Barth, Succumbs 

One of the pioneers and most active supporters of rural 
electrification in Illinois, J. Wess Barth, 55, passed away 
on March 2. He died at his home in Enterprise of a heart 
attack. 

Back in 1937, Wess, as he 
was known to his hundreds of 
friends, helped organize the Wayne- 
White Counties Electric Cooper¬ 
ative of Fairfield. He was among 
the first 25 members of the co-op 
and a member of its board since 
its formation. He was president of 
the co-op since 1940. 

He also was a charter member 
of the board of the Association of 
Illinois Electric Cooperatives and 
of the recently organized Illinois 
Statewide Power Cooperative. 

Wess operated the Barth store 
in Enterprise and was porminent 
in many groups in Wayne County. 
He was president of the Cisne 
Community High School board and 
instrumental in securing the beau¬ 
tiful new high school building. 

A veteran of World War I, he 
was a member of Anthony Wayne, 
Post 176, American Legion. He was 
a 32nd degree mason, president of 
the Wayne County Consistory 
Templar Club, and a member of 
the Masonic lodge at Geff, the 
Mississippi Valley Consistory and 
the Ainad Shrine Temple. 

He was a major stockholder in 
the Cisne State Bank and vice- 
president of the board of directors. 

Hundreds of his friends were on 
hand to pay their final respects to 
Wess at his funeral March 5 held 
at the Evangelical church in En¬ 
terprise of which he was a loyal 

(Continued on Page Three) 

J. Wess Barth 

Plan Tour To 
Yellowstone 
Park Aug. 21 

Another “Harvest Tour” is 
being made available to Illin¬ 
ois rural electric co-op mem¬ 
bers. 

Because the Sopkane, Calif¬ 
ornia and New York trips 
were so popular, the State 
Association will sponsor an¬ 
other tour to the West in late 
summer. Manager A. E. Beck¬ 
er announced recently. 

The 1949 trip will be to 
Yellowstone National Park 
and will include several inter¬ 
esting side trips in the Omaha, 
Nebraska, Colorado Springs 
and Denver-Rocky Mountain 
Park areas. 

The tour, as outlined, will 
leave Chicago, Illinois on 
Sunday, August 21st and will 
end at the same city on Thurs¬ 
day, September 1st. It is des¬ 
cribed as the “perfect vaca¬ 
tion.” 

Other Highlights 
Included in the tour is a visit 

to “Boys Town, Nebraska;” a 
bus trip to the top of Pike’s 
Peak; an evening in Colorado 

(Continued on Page Three) 

The Illinois Statewide 
Power Cooperative, newly in¬ 
corporated organization set-up 
to furnish the power needs of 
Illinois rural electric coopera¬ 
tives, will make application to 
REA for $9,878,000. 

The action was decided upon 
by the board of directors at 
their March 15 meeting in 
Springfield. 

The loan would cover the 
first of five steps in the con¬ 
struction of generation and 
transmission facilities to even¬ 
tually serve the 27 electric co¬ 
ops in Illinois at an ultimate 
cost of $46,000,000. 

> SURVEY RESULTS 
! According to an extensive 
engineering survey, undertaken 

! by the 27 co-ops, an annual 
| savings of $2,000,000, after 
I all charges, would result if the 
! co-ops supplied their own pow- 
i er instead of purchasing it from 
private utilities as is now the 
case. The survey also pointed 
out that the average monthly 
electricity consumption per 
member by 1955 would be 350 
kilowatt hours and that it is 
uncertain whether present sup¬ 
pliers can meet these needs. 

The initial step for which the 
REA loan is being sought, calls 
for $7,059,000 for a steam-elec¬ 
tric power plant and $2,819,500 
for 69,000 KVA transmission 
line. 

The proposed plans would 
locate the power plant in the 
southern section of the state 
and would supply 100 per cent 
of the power requirements of 
four cooperatives: Eygptian 
Electric of Steelville; Southern 
Illinois of Dongola; Southeast¬ 
ern Illinois of Harrisburg, and 
Wayne-W h i t e Counties of 
Fairfield. Also, the initial fa¬ 
cilities would tie-in to Norris 
Electric of Newton furnishing 
75 per cent of that co-op s 
power. 
ADOPTS BY-LAWS 

The Statewide board 
adopted by-laws and elected 
officers. Edward P. Ohren of 
Pocahontas was chosen presi¬ 
dent; John Sargent of Rush- 
ville, vice president, and Ever¬ 
ett R. Read of Woodbine, sec¬ 
retary-treasurer. A. E. Becker 
was named temporary co-or¬ 
dinator. 

The board directed the firm 
of Larimore and Douglas to 
prepare pre-allottment loan 

(Continued on Page Sixteen) 

Public Power Wins Victories In House; 
TVA Johnsonville Plant Fund Gets OK 

By William S. Roberts 
Public power rapped out 

some resounding triumphs 
when the deficiency appropri¬ 
ation bill reached the floor of 
the House. Representatives 
were called upon to line up and 
file past the speaker’s rostrum 
four times to be counted in 
votes on TVA, Bonneville, Re¬ 
clamation and last year’s oust¬ 

er of Reclamation Commission¬ 
er Mike Straus and Regional 
Director Richard Boke, In each 
case, public power principles 
were upheld by the House. 

Most significant — hailed 
months ago as the first cru¬ 
cial test for public power in 
the new Congress—was the 
vote upholding an appropri¬ 
ation to start TVA’s New 

Johnsonville steam plant. 
Purcell L. Smith, private 
utility $65,000 a year lobby¬ 
ist talked bitterly against the 
steam plant at committee 
hearings. 
Utilities throughout the na¬ 

tion have been running huge 
advertisements in newspapers 
and magazines draping the 

(Continued on Page Six) 
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‘Why Not?’ 
Why Not?” That s the question a woman correspondent 

asks in her letter printed on this page concerning rural tele¬ 
phones. She means simply that if farmers could so successfully 
provide themselves with electricity through cooperative endea¬ 
vor, they ought to be able to do the same with telephones. 

Despite such self-congratulatory claims as the Bell sys¬ 
tem has been making over its fine progress in the field of 
Rural Telephone rcrvice, the fact remains that the majority of 
farms in the nation are still without telephones. To these 
people, the telephone might just as well never have been 
invented. 
Under a bill, which Congress is currently considering, REA 

would be permitted to loan funds to expand rural telephones 
much in the manner that funds were loaned to finance rural 
electrification. 

In order to placate the telephone industry, however, an 
amendment was made to the Poage bill which gives priority 
to existing companies for six months. While this should spur 
t* e existing telephone firms to increased efforts, it may work 
a disadvantage on the farmer who is not in “the easier to 
serve area.” This is/called “cream-skimming” which is the 
opposite of “complete area coverage” to which rural electric 
co-op are dedicated. It might mean that the sparsely settled 
sections would have little hope of service. 

One significant advantage that rural electric co-ops 
would have in providing telephone service, is the ability to 
use their poles for a double purpose, thus keeping the cost 
of the service cheaper. 

It will be up to each individual co-op, however, to deter¬ 
mine whether it wishes to enter the telephone business too, 
that is, if the bill passes. 

In any event, REA loans would undoubtedly result in thou¬ 
sands of farmers getting telephones and the improvement in 
the type of service. It would once again prove that competition 
in the utility business is not “impractical” as the American 
public has been told. 

It is worthy of noting that as the telephone business be¬ 
came more and more under the control of monopoly, the 
number of rural telephones decreased. There were nearly 

a million less rural telephones in 1940 than there were in 1920. 
As far as Illinois is concerned, it is claimed that 70 per 

cent of the rural areas have phones. This may be true, but a 
tremendous number of these are of a practically useless variety. 

Like electricity, telephones are something which farm people 
will have to take an active interest themselves if they want 
them. One important thing they can do now, is to sit down 
and write their Senators and Congressman what they think 
about rural telephones and the bill to extend them. Just ad¬ 
dress the letters to United States Senate or House of Repre¬ 
sentatives, Washington, D.C. and your representatives in 
Congress will receive them. Your Congressmen will be inter¬ 
ested in hearing from you. 

Proud Record 
Maintaining its perfect record of standing up under all 

kinds of investigation, the Rural Electrification Administration 
has emerged from study by the Commission on Organization 
of the Executive Branch of Government (headed by ex- 
President Herbert Hoover) with almost no change recom¬ 
mended. 

The only change asked by the commission, which has 
suggested sweeping economy measures in virtually every 
agency in Washington, was that REA be re-named “Rural 
Electrification Services.” This is merely a part of a general 
re-naming of the various Department of Agriculture agencies, 
and is being opposed by rural electric leaders who point out 
that REA has become recognized and respected as a symbol. 

Last year, after a Senate investigation of REA’s political 
status inspired by a disgruntled engineer, the investigating 
committee praised the REA and Administrator Claude R. 
Wickard for the excellent job being done. 

IDashington Report 
By William S. Roberts 

News from Washington this month affecting the rural elec¬ 
trification program is good, in spite of a lot of fireworks. 

The First Deficiency Appropriations bill of the year pro¬ 
vided a test of how well the private utility industry will fare 
in their usual efforts to cripple 
fered a decided setback in the 
House of Representatives. 

A bill to authorize REA to 
make loans for extending tele¬ 
phone facilities in rural areas 
was approved by the House 
Agriculture Committee in sur¬ 
prisingly short order, although 
the committee tacked some re¬ 
strictions on to the original 

public power. The utilities suf- 

legislation which was intro¬ 
duced by Senator W. R. (Bob- 
Poage, of Texas. 

The Commission on Or¬ 
ganization o£ the Executive 
Branch of Government 
quashed the “task force” 
recommendations that REA 
be swallowed up in a maze 

of USD A credit agencies. 
In general, the Congress has 
demonstrated a tendency to 
defend the overall farm pro¬ 
gram against the attacks 
which have been launched 
at it. 

Rep. Bob Poage’s telephone 
bill was revised and reported 
out, with what is said to be 
unanimous approval of the 
Agriculture Committee, in the 
House within ten days after 
hearings were completed last 
month. 

Some observers had rele¬ 
gated the rural telephone bill 
to the status of “scare” leg- 
slation designed to prod tele¬ 
phone companies into in¬ 
creased activity in extending 
their rural phone lines. But 
the horse took on a different 
color as representatives of 
farm organizations, including 
the National Rural Electric 
Cooperative A s s o c i ation, 
pointed out that only 42 per 
cent of Amerca's farms have 
telephone service and that 
the farmer has a more vital 
need for a telephone than 
city dwellers do. 
Telephone company repre¬ 

sentatives at the hearings pre¬ 
sented the same blind opposi¬ 
tion to the move to authorize 
REA to make loans for ex¬ 
tending and rehabilitating tele¬ 
phone facilities that private 
utility spokesmen threw up in 
1935 when the original REA 
legislation was before Con¬ 
gress. The same arguments that 
the farmer could not afford 
service and that the utilities 
were already doing a satisfac¬ 
tory job, were heard on Capi¬ 
tol Hill. 

Most important restriction 
written into Poage’s bill when 
the full committee reported it, 
was that the REA Administra¬ 
tor cannot make any loans 
other than to existing telephone 
systems during the first six 
months after, and if, the bill 
becomes law. This concession 
to the telephone companies 
presents an additional delay 
during which time a frenzy of 

activity is temporarily launched 
each time REA financing for 
rural phone systems has been 
mentioned. 

Yet the end result has been 
only 42 per cent of America’s 
farms having telephone service. 
NO CHANGE 

The Commttee on Organiza¬ 
tion of the Executive Branch 
of Government, headed by ex- 
President Hoover, presented its 
recommendations for the De¬ 
partment of Agriculture late 
last month and spared REA the 
demotion to a branch of a 
consolidated agricultural lend¬ 
ing agency. 

The “task force” composed 
of, in the majority, college pro¬ 
fessors, recommended . that 
REA be combined with the 
Federal lending bank, the pro¬ 
duction credit corporation, the 
bank for cooperatives, farm 
home administration and other 
agricultural lending agencies, 
and was critical of REA efforts 
to reach out into sparsely 
settled areas of the nation. 

That task force also ripped 
out at USDA services to farm¬ 
ers and proposed consolida¬ 
tion of extension services into 
single state and county farmer 
councils. WLile they claimed 
some big savings would be rea¬ 
lized through this consolidation 
of extension services, Secretary 
of State Dean Acheson and 
James Rowe, members of the 
12-man commission itself filed 
a stingin dissent to the ma¬ 
jority’s conclusion. They 
pointed out that the task force 
economy claims were not sup¬ 
ported by any facts and figures 
which had been shown to them. 

The most pronounced af¬ 
fect on REA would change 
the name to Rural Electrifica¬ 
tion Services. While that may 
seem a small point, it is im¬ 
portant when considering the 
overall welfare of REA. The 
emblem and initials of REA 
have come to be symbolic. As 
in any business, the REA 
trademark in itself helps to sell 
and explain the program. After 
13 years of building a repu- 

miimimmmimimiiiimmmiimmi 

What Readers 
Have To Say 

To the Editor: 
Dear Sir: Just read the last issue 

of the Illinois REA News and was 
very much interested in the article 
on telephones. Yes, farmers really 
do need them. Here a telephone 
line runs to a small village, and 
I mean one line. There are about 
30 people already on it here in 
our own township. The switchboard 
is eight miles away and is on an 
exchange in an adjoining county. 

They have been out here asking 
who want telephones. Everyone 
does, but we do not see it in the 
near future. We spent many gal¬ 
lons of gas helping get REA. Tele¬ 
phones are the next necessity. 
Why not cooperatives? Let’s get 
them if possible. 
Royalton, 111. Mrs. A. Bennett 

tation and recognition might be 
sadly dissipated by the seem¬ 
ingly harmless change of one 
word in the title of REA| 

MISUNDERSTANDING 
Even with the familiarity 

which has grown up around 
the REA symbol the rural elec¬ 
trification program, TVA and 
public power have long suf¬ 
fered from a public misunder¬ 
standing of what the Federal 
government does in the way of 
producing hydro-electric power 
and financing rural electric 
lines. Private utility obstruc¬ 
tionists to the public power 
and rural electrification pro¬ 
grams have long played on 
this public ignorance to their 
extreme advantage. 

The utilities have carefully 
worded advertising to create 
an impression that TVA sells 
power directly to consumers. 
Not so pointedly but never¬ 
theless effectively, they have 
misrepresented rural electric 
co-ops as being Federally- 
owned and controlled. Noth¬ 
ing could be further from the 
truth. TVA merely gener¬ 
ates electricity and sells it 
wholesale to municipalities, 
rural electric co-ops and TO 

PRIVATE UTILITIES. 
Private utility advertising 

tries to compare Federal pub- 
lice power activity to the Gov¬ 
ernment’s taking over a corner 
drugstore. The corner drug¬ 
store, of course, is in the retail 
business whereas TVA and 
Bonneville are merely engaged 
in developing natural re¬ 
sources, whch would not be 
used to produce low cost hydro 
power otherwise, and selling 
the electric energy generated 
at low wholesale rates to the 
retail distributors. Farmer- 
owned, farmer-controlled elec¬ 
tric co-ops cannot be so deceiv¬ 
ingly pictured as Federal 
agencies, but that does not 
stop the enemies of the rural 
electrification program from en¬ 
deavoring to picture them as 
scarecrows. 

These public misunderstand¬ 
ings are a soft spot the utilities 
play on before the Congres¬ 
sional committees every year. 
It must be utterly amazing to 
those who are members of 
rural electric co-ops that it is 

(Continued on Page Three) 
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NEWS FROM 
Menard 
Petersburg, 111. 

HOWARD O. BELL, Mgr. 

Keeping Coal Land Usejul 
For Farming Is Object Oj 
Experiment In S. Illinois 

Something on the order of 
present-day surgery, where the 
doctor builds his patient up 
before cutting him up, is the 
experiment being carried on by 
a coal mining company in 
southern Illinois. 

The aim of the Ayrshire Col¬ 
lieries Corporation is to return 
mined farming land to useful¬ 
ness. On its 4,200 acre holdings 
at Campbell Hill, it is carrying 
out an extensive soil improve¬ 
ment program through its sub¬ 
sidiary, Meadowlark Farms, 
Inc. 

Formerly coal producing 
areas were leased to tenants 
and little attention was paid 
to what happened to the 
soil since coal was the main 
object. So the company set 
up a subsidiary which now 
is managing six other farms 
in a three-state area. Part of 
the experiments will have to 
do with “spoil bank’' farm¬ 
ing. 
According to Keith Thom¬ 

son, manager of the Campbell 
Hill project, mining will not be 
started for probably 50 years 
on the southern Illinois tract. 
In the meantime, the company 
is interested in keeping the 
land in production and,*in fact, 
wants to maintain farming 
there throughout mining opera¬ 
tions. 

What actually can be 
achieved with “spoil banks ’— 
the excavated soil in strip min¬ 
ing—is being shown at other 
Meadowlark Farms where ac¬ 
tual digging is taking place. 

The banks are levelled off 
at the top and planted in 
clover. The banks produce 
an improved variety of clov¬ 
er because of their rich min¬ 
eral content. 
Part of the improvement at 

Campbell Hill called for a grass 
program because the soil had 
been farmed so intensively. 
Approximately 300 carloads of 
lime and 22 carloads of rock 
phosphate were spread on the 
acreage. 

Until the land is built up 
again sufficiently, crops will 
be limited entirely to pasture 
and hay. Thomson said that 
the program has been in ef¬ 
fect three years and is show¬ 
ing encouraging results. The 
farm is supporting 1,000 

Washington Report— 
(From Page Two) 

a fact that experienced news¬ 
papermen and even some Con¬ 
gressmen have been befuddled 
by the private utility propa¬ 
ganda designed to mislead 
them this way. 
REA SUCCESS 

The rural electrification pro¬ 
gram’s success can well be 
measured this year by not only 
the rapid progress of the 
Poage telephone bill in Con¬ 
gress, but by the fact that 
REA has been pointed to as a 
model in alleviating the na¬ 
tion’s housing situation. That 
latter development came last 
month when Rep. Wright Pat¬ 
man (Texas) proposed a Gov¬ 
ernment lending cooperative 
land program for housing in 
both urban and rural areas. 

Patman believes that home 
ownership can be encouraged 
if the Federal Government will 
lend money to groups which 
form cooperatives for the pur¬ 
pose of holding down business 
costs while erecting new houses 
which people want to buy. 

Following the convention in 

breeding ewes, 80 purebred 
Angus, and 320 feeder 
steers. 
Among the other important 

improvements is electricity 
which is supplied by the Egyp¬ 
tian Cooperative of Steeleville. 
It is an essential part of the 
modernization work and pro¬ 
vides the power for a well- 
equipped machine shop, tank 
heaters, and a deep-well water 
system. Many other uses of 
electricity, including crop dry¬ 
ers, are contemplated for the 
future. Manager Thomson 
said. 

To house the stock, nine 
quonset type barns, 60 by 40 
feet, have been constructed. 

AN ESSENTIAL PART ot the improvement program on the huge 4-200 acre farm at Campbell Hill is elec¬ 
tricity which is supplied by Egyptian Electric Cooperative of Steeleville. The object is to avoid the waste of 
land usually the by-product of strip coal mining. A completely equipped machine shop provides speedy repair 
service for the large amount of equipment on the farm. 

make this meeting a success and 
all felt well pleased with your fine 
attendance. 

TREE CLEARANCE 

The old adage that every cloud 
has a silver lining is being prov¬ 
en by the January sleet storm. We 
have received requests to cut num¬ 
erous trees along our lines that 
have been hazardous for years and 
the cooperative has adopted the 
policy of doing so providing the 
member will dispose of the tree 
after it has been cut. If you have 
requested us to do this and we 
have not done so as yet, it is be¬ 
cause our crew has been busy else¬ 
where and should we overlook 
some of these requests, please call 
it to our attention again. 

NEW SUBSTATIONS 

Work has been delayed on our 
new substations at Mason City and 
Virginia due to lack of material. 
The steel for the high voltage side 
of these sub-stations is now on 
hand and work should be started 
on them this month. 

Our engineers are now staking 
the lines to be built this summer 
which when completed will give us 
complete area coverage and con¬ 
struction will be started as soon as 
sufficient material has been re¬ 
ceived. 

NEW EMPLOYEE 

As of March 7, Mr. Glenn Worth 
started working for Menard Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative as bookkeeper. Mr. 
Worth, whose home is near New 
Holland, has been employed for the 
past nine years by the Caterpillar 
Tractor Company, Peoria, as in¬ 
spector and office worker. We are 
glad that he has decided to become 
a member of our office personnel 
and we are sure that he will be 
glad to meet you on your visits to 
our office. 

METER CARDS 
We still have tc estimate a num¬ 

ber of bills each month so won’t 
you please help us by marking and 
mailing your meter card as soon 
as you receive it? 

Improper adjustment of high-speed 
operation of the combine may waste 
three to five bushels of soybeans an 
acre. 

New York the National Rural 
Electric Cooperative Associa¬ 
tion received inquiries from 
two housing groups regarding 
the organization and operation 
of the rural electrification pro¬ 
gram. Those organizations in¬ 
dicate that they, along with 
Patman, see an opportunity for 
strengthening one of the funda¬ 
mental principles of the Amer¬ 
ican system for free enterprise 
—home ownership patterned 
on the past success of REA. 

Tour to Yellowstone Park 
Planned for Aug. 21 

(From Page One) 
Springs; a two-day tour of 
Rocky Mountain National 
Park; an afternoon and even¬ 
ing in Denver and four days 
in the incomparable Yellow¬ 
stone Park. The trip home cov¬ 
ers the Badlands, North Da¬ 
kota, the Minnesota Lakes and 
the upper Mississippi Valley. 

This tour will be available 
for approximately $250 per 
person. Scenic literature will 
be mailed to anybody desiring 
some—just fill out the coupon 
(on page 3) and mail. 

State Association Director 
J. W. Barth, Succumbs 

(From Page One) 
supporter. Burial was in the Fair- 
field cemetery. 

Surviving are his widow, Eileen; 
two daughters, Mrs. Ann Robinson 
of Abilene, Tex., and Mrs. Betty 
Adams of Webster Groves, Mo., 
two grandsons, Barth Miller and 
Stephen Adams; four sisters, Mrs. 
Dan Stein of Cisne, Mrs. J. A. Hiller 
of OIney, Mrs. James Baston of E. 
St. Louis and Mrs. L. A. Hancock 
of Cockersville, Md.; two brothers, 
Royal of Cisne and Fred of Enter¬ 
prise, and his mother-in-law, Mrs. 
Agnes Overbee of Fairfield. 

The Twelfth' Annual Meeting of 
members of Menard Electric Coop¬ 
erative, which was held in the 
High School Gymnasium at Peters¬ 
burg on February 26, was most 
satisfactory in every respect. A 
capacity crowd conservatively es- 
vimated at 1,000 filled the gymna¬ 
sium. 

The meeting was called to order 
by President 

|||k Homer T. Brown 

the i n v o cation, 
1 ?g i v e n by Rev. 

^ fM t r e a s urer's re- 

Howard O. Bell by w- H- Mont¬ 
gomery after which A. E. Btecker 
and the president gave a summary 
of the work which had been done 
during 1948. 

The proposed amendment to 
the by-laws, permitting the 
date of the annual meeting to 
be set at any time during the 
month of February, rather than 
on the last Saturday in Febru¬ 
ary, was adopted and the fol¬ 
lowing members were re-elected 
to serve as directors for the eni- 
suing year: 
Homer T. Brown, New Hollaikd; 

E. C. Lewis, Ashland; C. Nelson 
Worner, Manito; W. H. Montgom¬ 
ery, Petersburg; Henry B. Colby, 
Pleasant Plains; Charles E. Smith, 
Easton; Audace Herzberger, Vir¬ 
ginia; Archie Zook, Athens; Herb 
D. Shelhammer, Illiopolis. 

The music by the Gorsek orches¬ 
tra, the group singing led by Dil¬ 
lard Worner and the lecture and 

illustrated slides presented by John 
Strohm, were enjoyed by everyone 
and numerous fine comments have 
been received regarding them. 

Each member present received a 
gift when he registered plus the 
opportunity of receiving one of the 
fine attendance awards which were 
distributed at the close of the 
meeting. The persons who received 
awards were: 

ELECTRIC roaster — Warren 
Copper,, Mason City; heater, Jesse 
K. Smith, Petersburg; electric iron, 
E. E. Duckett, Easton; 4 electric 
iron, Julius Frye, Havana; sun 
lamp, Earl W. Muckelston, Alexan¬ 
der; waffle iron, Luther Kennedy, 
Jacksonville; heating pad, E. W. 
Myers, Oakford; electric iron, O. 
W. Genther, Ashland; toaster, Ray¬ 
mond Stiltz, Easton; electric roast- 
erette, Frank Terhune, Petersburg. 

Pressure cooker, Fred Hamrick, 
Cantrall; Case motor oil, Mrs. 
Floyd Armstrong, Virginia; electric 
roaster, Clarence Kolves, Bath; 
electric motor, A. H. Leinberger, 
Petersburg; coffee maker, George 
Seilschott, Kilbourne; Sangamo 
Time Switch, Sam Greenwald, Tal- 

lula; Westinghouse Radio, John 

Tibbs, Petersburg. 

Your Board of Directors and Co¬ 

operative personnel worked hard to 

PASTURE AND HAY will be the only crops until the depleted soil is restored. Even so, the land is now 
supporting lots of sheep and beef cattle. Here are some of nine quonset-type barns which have been built for the 
stock and for hay storage. 

Mr. A. E. Becker, Mgr., 
Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives, 
524^2 East Capitol Avenue, 
Springfield, Illinois. 

I am interested in the Colorado-Yellowstone Park Tour. Please 
send me free illustrated booklets. 

NAME   

ADDRESS  - 

CITY  —   ZONE   

STATE   
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Eastern Illinois Meeting, 
One of Most Successful 
In Cooperative’s History 

Like so many other co-op annual meetings recently. Eastern 
Illinois Power Cooperative of Paxton had to hang out the 
“Standing Room Only” sign after the Paxton Community 
High School auditorium had been crammed to capacity, Febru¬ 
ary 15. There were over 1,000 members and their families 
on hand for the meeting. 

At the day-long affair, members learned that their coopera¬ 
tive is making rapid progress towards completion of area-wide 
coverage and that the co-op is in a sound financial condition. 

President R. L. Stanford called the meeting to order follow¬ 
ing which he welcomed the members 

and their families. He praised the 
"splendid cooperation” of the entire 

co-op family, members and employ¬ 

ees, and cited it as among the chief 
reasons the cooperative has been 

able to make more than a decade of 
successful achievement. He asked 

that the members continue to give 
their co-op their loyal support. 

Manager's Report 

In his manager’s report, T. M. 
Brady pointed out that despite the 

appreciable increase in the cost of 
wholesale power to the cooperative, 

the consumer rates have remained the 
same as they were when the co-op 

was started. * 
Labor and construction costs have 

also risen but the co-op has main¬ 
tained its retail rate in the face of 
the higher costs because of econ¬ 
omies which it has practiced. 

A total of 737 new members were 
connected to the lines during the 12 

month period ending December 31, 

1948. Purchased power was up by 

4,102,900 kwh and the power bill 
was $44,166 over the preceding year. 
Revenue, however, showed a substan¬ 
tial rise because of the higher con¬ 
sumption per member and the new 

connections. 
Payments 

The co-op paid REA $52,283 on 
its loan plus $23,332 in interest, the 
manager said, in addition to establish¬ 
ing depreciation reserves and a “cush¬ 
ion of credit” with REA by making 

principal payments in advance. 
Brady told his listeners that the 

co-op was carrying on an extensive 

program to strengthen the system in 
order to keep improving the service. 

Line recloses, which will cut down 
outages caused by tree limbs, new 
substations, plus heavying-up of lines, 

all will contribute to improvement in 
the electric service, Brady said. 

The substations, which are part of 
the system improvement program, 

have been designed to provide ade¬ 

quately for the needs of the con¬ 
sumers in each area they serve. In 
the work of replacing lighter line with 

heavier line to meet the growing de¬ 
mands of the users, some interrup¬ 

tions to service will be necessary but 
these will be as few and for as short 

a duration as absolutely required. 
Making Progress 

Progress on completion of the 550 

mile R, S, 6 T. sections has been de¬ 
layed somewhat due to bad weather 
and road conditions. Also delays have 
been encountered by the contracter 
when applicants have failed to se¬ 
cure right-of-way or have not cleared 
the brush and trees on their prop¬ 
erty. In other cases, service has been 
held up because members had not 
completed their wiring. 

The co-op area will be 90 per 

cent covered with the completion of 

the present 550 mile building con¬ 

tract, Brady said, which is expected 

by April 1. 
Speaking of tree removal, the man¬ 

ager said that 90 per cent of the 

outages are caused by trees and 
brush. He pointed out that the co¬ 

op maintains a crew of five men 
equipped with power saws, which 

does nothing else than clear the lines 
of trees. He stressed the necessity of 
keeping the lines cleared if members 

want reliable service and asked that 

members cooperate in giving their 
permission to have trees cut. 

Lauds Employees 
The manager lauded the “employ¬ 

ees for doing a fine job during the 

past year, many times in bad weath¬ 
er, day and night, in order to give 

you members good service. They 

deserve a lot of credit.” He also 
praised the work of the directors 
and thanked the employees and di¬ 
rectors for their “cooperation in the 

past 12 months.” 
Following adjournment for lunch, 

the program was resumed with an 

address by Rev. C. G. Hall of Gat¬ 
lin. His homely philosophy urged 
that people live fully and not let 
petty trivialities spoil the happiness 
than can be theirs. He emphasized 

his points with a host of humorous 
stories which his audience received 
enthusiastically. 

The Buckaneers, WLS radio per¬ 
formers, furnished entertainment 
throughout the meeting. Many valu¬ 
able attendance awards were dis¬ 
tributed at the close of the meeting. 

The members voted overwhelming¬ 
ly in favor of receiving the ILLINOIS 
REA NEWS, the statewide publica¬ 
tion. 

Directors Elected 
The 11 directors elected were as 

follows: 

R. L. Stanford, Clarence Grosen- 
bach, Gerald Hodge, Carl Irving, 

William B. Lyon, Albert Gove, A. 

B. Hirstein, William F. Ringler, Fred 
Bielfledt, Holly Ludwig, and Ora 
Ross. 

Stanford was re-elected president 

and Ringler, vice-president Irving 

was elected secretary-treasurer to re¬ 

place J. B. Hayes, retiring secretary- 

treasurer. 

NEWS FROM 
Eastern Illinois 

Power Co-op 
Paxton, 111. 

T. M. Brady, Manager 

TELEPHONE NUMBERS FOR 
OUTAGE CALLS 

Office—8 p.m. to 5 p.m. except Sat¬ 
urday, Sunday & holidays .Paxton 185 

Toni Barbieur, Paxton, 595 
Kenneth Slater, Paxton, 576 
T. M. Brady, Paxton, 633 
W. S. Nelson, Paxton, 409L 
Jesse Fiets, Gilman, 159 
W. H. Kamm, Hoopeston, 586 
Don Allison, Hoopeston, 7144 
In case of an outage, check to see 

if your neighbors have service. If not, 
call collect one of the above numbers. 
If your call is not accepted, you will 
know that the report of the outage 
has already been received and that it 
is being taken care of. 

This is the time of year when 
hundreds of our members are us¬ 
ing electric chick brooders and 
for people who have not electric 
chick brooders we wish to point out 
to them that electric brooding is 
always better as it is cheaper, 
easier, safer, cleaner, healthier, and 
no fire hazard. Don’t be satisfied 
with less then the best, especially 
when it' costs no more, reduces 
labor and fire hazard and increases 
net income—the cash you have to 
spend. 

Agricultural Experiment Sta¬ 
tion Workers have found that 
the electric brooder has a num¬ 
ber of advantages over brood¬ 
ers using other types of heat. 
Some of these advantages are: 
Distinct saving in labor due to 
automatic control, no handling 
of fuel or ashes. Reliable auto¬ 
matic heat control regardless 
of changing weather. Better 
chicks raised with less mortality. 

Heavier growth at given age 
of development. Promotes ear¬ 
lier and better feathering of 
chicks. Electric heating does 
not use up the oxygen of the 
air or give off fumes. There is 
no fire hazard. 

In purchasing a brooder be sure 
it has good construction and in¬ 
sulation to assure low operating 
cost particularly if one has a good 
house and tight floor. Good ventil¬ 
ation and air movement will assure 
dry litter. Good thermostatic 
switch will maintain selected tem¬ 
peratures accurately. A good brood¬ 
er house will not need extra heat. 
Chickens have been successfully 
brooded without auxiliary heat in 
open front houses. 

You cannot go wrong in using 
an electric brooder with the low 
rates offered by your cooperative. 
You can save considerable money 
and worry, as well as, increasing 
your farm income and do not for¬ 
get the electric light in the poultry 
house to keep hens up late and get 
them up earlier to drink and eat 
and lay more eggs. Electricity in 
poultry farming boosts profits at 
every point in the poultry raising 
program. Electricity pays its way- 
plus. 

If for any unforseen reason the 
electric service is interrupted at 
any time, we suggest that you 
place a jar of warm water under 
the brooder and pull down the 
flaps. 

CONSTRUCTION 

Construction on our lines is go¬ 
ing along at a very good pace. Our 
contractor has been delayed the 
past month due to bad weather and 
bad roads which will extend the 
construction program up to ap¬ 
proximately the end of April. How¬ 
ever, many lines are being turned 
on now as rapidly as possible. 

Please be sure you have complied 
with the request of removing the 
trees, brush, and hedge along the 
route of the proposed line, as well 
as, completing your wiring and 
called for inspection. The inspector 
is working overtime to catch up 
on all of the requests for wiring 
inspection. If he has not arrived 
at your house at this time, it will 
be within the very near future. 

SAFETY TIPS 
Never touch a fallen wire unless 

you can see both ends of it—never 
touch a fallen wire unless you 
know positively that it is not en¬ 
ergized. It may be a telephone 
wire—a signal wire—a telegraph 
wire—a radio aerial which you as¬ 

sume is not energized—or a 115 
volt service wire which you feel 
you can handle. 

It is very probable that these 
wires may be energized with 
high voltage due to contact 
with other wires at consider¬ 
able distance from the fallen 
wire. This is especially true 
during or after a storm. Unless 
you are a workman, qualified 
by experience and have protec¬ 
tive equipment, DO NOT at¬ 
tempt to repair or remove any 
fallen wires. Do not touch, or 
allow any one except qualified 
workmen to touch the wire. 

Notify your cooperative, and 
guard the wire to prevent other 
persons from coming in contact 
with it until qualified workmen 
come to repair it. Everyone should 
recognize his responsibility to the 
public to guard the public from 
fallen wires until such time as 
maintenance men arrive on the 

scene. 

NEWS FROM 
McDonough 

Power 
Macomb, 111. 

Arthur H. Peyton, Mgr. 

Falls On Farms 
Twice as many farm people were 

injured in falls than in any other 

type of accident, according to a 

recent survey of farm accidents by 

the United States Department of Agri¬ 

culture. 

Men suffered more from falls than 

women, the figures show. About 60 

per cent of these accidents were to 

men and 40 per cent to women. Falls 

on ice were the most numerous, but 
other falls led to many serious injuries. 

Ten girls of the senior class of the 

high school were named for the Mc¬ 
Donough County good citizenship 

award sponsored by the Daughters 
of the American Revolution. These 

girls were chosen from the senior 
class on the basis of dependability, i 

service, leadership and patriotism. | 
The senior class of each high school i 
chose three candidates from the class j 
and the final choice was made by the ! 

faculty. Each of the girls will re- ! 

ceive a certificate signed by the State ! 
D.A.R. regent 

and a good citi- j 

zenship pin. 

Of the 10 girls 

that were chos¬ 

en, seven of 

them were 

daughters of 

Arthur Peyton members of the 
McDonough Power Cooperative. We 

are very proud to think that we have 
that large percentage of the girls 
in this contest as winners. 

Rosalie Kimler, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Kimler of 
Blandinsville, was one of the 
winners chosen from the Blan¬ 
dinsville high school. She is busi¬ 
ness manager of the annual staff, 
is president of the F.H.A., vice- 
president of the senior class, and 
a member of the newspaper staff. 

She has also been active in chor¬ 
us, quartet and solo work. 

Margaret Sorrells, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Leonard Sorrells, Avon, 

Route 2, won the award from the 
Prairie City high school. She was 

class president her freshman year, 

vice-president her sophomore and 
junior years and secretary-treasurer 
her senior year. Her other activities 

include F.E.A., G.A.A., girls' chorus, 

yearbook staff and many other ac¬ 
tivities. 

Maxine Stevens, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Harley Stevens, Macomb, 

Route 3, was the Adair high school 
winner. She was a member of her 
junior and senior class plays; was 
president of her junior class and sec¬ 
retary of her freshman and senior 

classes. She has been very active in 
many other divisons of her high 
school activities. 

Phyllis Marshall, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Glenn Marshall, Macomb, 

Route 2, won the award from the 
Bardolph high school. She was class 

president her senior year, vice-pres¬ 

ident and student council member her 
freshman year. She, too, has served in 
other activities of her school. 

Elise Henderson, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Harry Henderson 

of Bushnell, is winner of the 
award from Bushnell high school. 
She is an honor student, member 
of the F.H.A. of which she is 
treasurer this year and has also 
been active in other club work. 

Martha Archer, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Francis Archer of Industry, 
won the award at the Industry high 
school. She is treasurer of the F.H.A., 
a member of the Glee club and sec¬ 
retary of the Pep club. 

Nola Wooldridge, daughter of 

Everett Wooldridge of Sciota, was 

Good Hope high school’s winner. 
Her school activities have covered 

class play, junior and senior years, 

chorus, reporter on the “Echo,” and 

many other activities in school and 

farm work. 

We are very proud of these girls 

to think that they are our own REA 

girls and that they win such awards. 

DISTRICT MEETING 

On March 9th a district meeting 

| was held of the directors and man¬ 

agers of nine cooperatives in the 
| northern districts. This meeting was 

j called for the purpose of discussing 

the state power and generation co- 
I operative which was recently formed. 
; Many things were discussed at this 
I meeting such as the new by-laws of 

the new cooperative and the manner 
in which progress should be made to 

relieve power shortages that is be¬ 
ginning to be prevalent and will con¬ 

tinue to be more prevalent in future 

years throughout the state. 

NEW SUBSTATION 

We have now executed the deed 
covering the purchase of our new 
substation site in Warren County on 
the Shenbarger farm. The material 
is now on hand at the Macomb stor¬ 
age yard to construct the substation. 
This substation will be constructed 
beginning as soon as the weather is 

permissable. This structure will be 
built to house three 500 KVA trans¬ 
formers giving us capacity of 1500 
KVA to be delivered throughout our 

lines in Warren county. At the pres¬ 
ent time this station will only be 
approximately 60 per cent loaded 
with the load that js in Warren 

county. However, as the increased 
loads are being reflected in each 
month’s meter readings, there is no 

doubt but what this station in a 
short time will be loaded to ca¬ 
pacity. 

We have received a power 
contract for the purchase of 
wholesale power from the Illinois 
Power Company on 69 KV tow¬ 

er line that goes through War¬ 
ren county. Our substation site 
is adjacent to this power line 
which will give us facilities to 
make direct connections from the 
substation to this line. 

The Illinois Power Company has 

been very cooperative in assisting us 
in obtaining this power site and have 
been cooperative towards giving us 
advice on how they desire this take¬ 
off to* be made from their tower. 

The contract also covers provisions 
that in the future, if we should need 
another substation in Warren Coun¬ 
ty that we could tap this transmission 

line that goes through Warren coun¬ 
ty and have other substations where 
and when the load would justify. 

DEMONSTRATION 

Your cooperative is planning a 
series of cooking and automatic 
washing machine demonstrations to 

be held throughout the spring months. 
If you are interested in such demon¬ 
strations it would be of help to the 
personnel of your cooperative if you 

would drop a card to this office 
stating which you are interested in 

and in that manner you would be 
among the first to have reservations 
made for these interesting meetings. 
Highly qualified personnel will be in 
charge of the demonstrations and 
your questions will be answered in 

a manner that will give you the best 
advice obtainable. 

REMOVAL OF TREES 

Since the recent sleet storm we 
have gone into an extensive program 

of removing tree hazards. To date 
we have practically all of the trees 
that were causing the outages by 
over-hanging limbs removed. True 

cooperative spirit has been shown by 
our members who own the farms the 

trees were on. This not only benefits 
your cooperative, but also will re¬ 
sult in fewer outages in the future. 

We feel sure that the members 
who still have trees that are a hazard 
to our line will cooperate with us in 
making this tree cutting program a 
complete success. 

ELECTRICAL AIDS 

Water is an important factor in 
any feeding program, either for meat 

animals, dairy herds or poultry. Your 

electric water system will pump 
water to where it is needed easily and 

cheaply. Frost-proofed equipment and 

lines, with the aid of electric water 

warming devices at drinking outlets, 
will keep it flowing and will prevent 

it dropping below the desired tem¬ 
peratures—40 degrees for livestock 

and 50 degrees for poultry—even in 
sub-freezing weather. 

Meat is about 60 per cent 

water—milk 87 per cent. Drink¬ 

ing outlets in pastures, feed lots 

and at stanchions in dairy barns 
will provide meat animals and 

dairy cows with all the fresh 

water they want. Convenient 

taps in the dairy barn and in the 
milk house simplify the job of 

(Continued on Page Five) 
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NEWS FROM 
Egyptian Co-op 

Steelvdle, Illinois 
R. S. HOLT, Mgr. 

TELEPHONE NUMBERS 

In case of an outage on your farm, 
check to see if your neighbors have 
service. If not call one of the follow¬ 
ing telephone numbers immediately and 
report any information you may have 
on the outage such as—Lightning, 
Storm, Strong Wind, Tree in Line, 
Broken Insulator, etc. 

Murphysboro and Carbondale Area 
call: 

Warehouse, Carbondale, 25-F-12. 
Alvin Long, Carbondale, 30-F-ll. 
Richard Robinson, Carbondale, 26-F-5. 

All other area call: 
Main Office, Steeleville, 68 Commer¬ 

cial. 
John Shriver, Chester, 644-R. 
Robert Huddleston, Steeleville, 

43-F-41. 
William Muench, Steeleville, 82-R-12. 
R. S. Holt, Steeleville, 101-F-21. 

April Showers bring May flowers. 
Perhaps we might add that the month 
of April also brings another chal¬ 
lenge and opportunity to the farm 
people. This is the get-ready month 
when we can prepare for the harvests 
we expect to reap later this year. 

This year more farm people will 
be using more electricity for more 

McDonough— 
(From Page Four) 

maintaining top sanitary condi¬ 
tions by providing water for hos¬ 
ing, sterilization of milking and 
milk handling equipment, and for 
milk coolers, resulting in im¬ 
proved health for the cows and 
smaller losses from milk spoil¬ 
age. 
Both meat and dairy animals will 

probably eat more when they have 
all the water they want, but with it 
the former will maintain a steadier 
rate of growth and the latter will 
produce milk in maximum volume. 
They will be healthier, and their bet¬ 
ter appetites should make it pos¬ 
sible to feed a higher percentage of 
good quality hay and other roughage 
without sacrificing weight gains or 
milk output. 

An electric fence to divide pas¬ 
tures for more even grazing is simple 
to install, easy to move and inex¬ 
pensive to operate. It is effective with 
all animals except sheep and goats. 
Use only tested and approved equip¬ 
ment. Home-made controls are too 
dangerous to risk. 

Poultry flesh is 55 per cent water 
—eggs 65 per cent. The electric 
water system provides plenty of 
drinking water to promote maximum 
body growth and egg production. 
Birds that die represent a total loss 
of all feed they have consumed. 
Electricity helps prevent this by hold¬ 
ing losses of chick and mature birds 
to a minimum through providing uni¬ 
form heat in brooders, proper ven¬ 
tilation in poultry houses, running 
water for sanitation and by protect¬ 
ing the health of flocks in other ways. 
It also reduces egg losses due to 
spoilage between the nest and the 
market. Poultrymen using the electric 
debeaker have reported complete 
elimination of cannibalism—the cause 
of many deaths among birds—and 
feed savings as high as 20 per cent. 

Pig brooders save little pigs and 
prevent waste of the investment of 
feed already made in them. 

Consult us about any problems you 
have concerning more efficient use 
of electricity in your home or on the 
farm. This is your co-op and any 
advice we can give you is yours for 
the asking. 

Plans for home-made chick and 
pig brooders are available for you 
to see in the cooperative’s office, so 
drop in any time and see them. 

Some very good chick and pig 
brooders are available on the mar¬ 
ket now so if you wish to purchase 
one instead of making your own, look 
several over before you decide on 
one. 

The need for long extension elec¬ 
trical cords is eliminated by pre¬ 
wired molding that provides con¬ 
venience outlets where needed. 

An acre of com is calculated to 
lose 48 tons of water in a single day 
by evaporation from the plant sur¬ 
faces. 

purposes than ever before m the his¬ 
tory of our country. The continued 
shortage of manpower in our rural 
areas bets necessitated the installation 
of many time and labor saving de¬ 
vices on the average farm. 

R. S. Hoh 
and money it s 
on you alone. 

Your Co-op 
electricity is one 

of your most 

valuable hired 

hands. It is 
ready to work 
for you at any 
time, day or 
night The 
amount of time 
for you depends 

In your planning this Spring 
remember that you are part own¬ 
er of this non-profit electric co¬ 
op. You buy your electricity at 
cost. Have you ever sat down 
and figured out just how cheap 
your electric power it? Most of 
you are using around $6 worth 
of electricity each month. This 
means that you are now paying 
an average cost of 4.4 cents 'per 
KWH. This also means that any 
appliances you add in the fu¬ 
ture will cost you only l^c to 
214c per kwh to operate be¬ 
cause you are in the low cost 
hracket. The more you use the 
cheaper it gets. 

From letters and reports received 

we know that the ladies are keenly 

aware of the advantages of their new 

electric servants. Electric stoves, re¬ 
frigerators, hot water heaters, water 
systems, etc. are being added to the 
line daily. Our members want to 
pay only one minimum and then get 
in the low cost bracket where they 
can buy cheap power which can be 
used for many other purposes in their 
farm work. 

We are receiving an ever in¬ 
creasing number of inquiries from 
the man on just how electricity 
can make money for them and at 
the same time save time or work. 
This question of course requires 
some thought and study and de¬ 
pends a great deal on the type 
of farm work involved. 
To help make your co-op electri¬ 

city more valuable to you, the Board 
of Directors bets authorized the man¬ 
ager to hire an electrification advisor. 
His duties will be as follows: Keep 
the members informed and actively 
interested in making our co-op a con¬ 
tinuing success; urge the efficient use 
of electricity by members in the home 
and on the farm;' help make effective 
application of electricity for the im¬ 
provement of rural community fa¬ 
cilities; promote good community re¬ 
lations and strong community support 
for the co-op. 

You can readily see that the elec¬ 
trification advisor will have a big 
job but we feel that his help and ad¬ 
vice to the members will be sincerely 
appreciated. 

MEMBERS CUT TREES 
Construction and maintenance cost 

of rural electric lines are increasing 

year by year with no reduction in 
materials and labor cost in sight. It 
has necessarily become more import¬ 
ant that new and old members alike 
help to keep this cost down as much 
as possible m order to effect savings 
so that area coverage may be ob¬ 
tained without jeopardizing the feas¬ 
ibility of the project. 

A great many members realize 
this and are helping by cutting 
brush and timber under existing 
lines and new members are re¬ 
moving timber along the right-of- 
way for new line construction. 

The following new members have 
been very active and helpful in clear¬ 
ing right-of-way and their help is 
greatly appreciated: Alfred Thomp¬ 
son, Louis Casten, A. H. Schnarre, 
Manley Hurst, James Enyart, Connie 
Nelson, Fred Fricke, George R. Par¬ 
rish, Eugene Duggins. Also several 
members on our “M” line south of 
Campbell Hill and east of Red Baril 
have helped a lot in cutting trees. 

NEWS ITEMS 

H. Walkenhorst of Pinckneyville 
writes: “I will write a few lines to 
tell you we just got a 9 foot new re¬ 
frigerator so now we will get more 
good from our electricity and we like 
it fine.” 

Mr. and Mrs. J. L. Clendenin, 

Rockwood, write: ‘‘Just a line to tell 

you we are enjoying our electric 

service. We got a new electric pump, 

put running water in our house and 

chicken houses and also have a new 

bathroom, automatic electric water 
heater and a new sink. 

Abijah Queen writes that she is 
using an electric range, refrigerator, 
iron, toaster, waffle iron, four table 
lamps, radio and electric washing 
machine. 

Emma Moutria of Murphys¬ 
boro writes that she is using a 
radio, toaster, table lamp, floor 
lamp, smoker, soldering iron, 
electric clock, washing machine, 
electric saw and fan. 
A. Hicks of DeSoto writes that he 

is using an electric stove, iron, radio, 
washer, sweeper, four lamps, emery 
wheel and milk cooler. 

W. B. Smith writes that he has 
a radio, iron, and washing machine. 

Mrs. John Lipton of Dowell writes 
that she is using an electric stove, 
refrigerator, and water pump. 

A review of the above letters 
shows that our members are making 
good use of their electric service. 

During the past month we com¬ 
pleted construction on 19 member 
service extensions and three miles of 
“M” Project lines. A total of 55 
additional members were added mak¬ 
ing a total of 3,760 members now 
receiving service. 

A one-pound package of frozen 
fruit will thaw in the refrigerator 
in about six hours; at room tem¬ 
perature in about three hours. 

Grasses are most desirable for wa¬ 
terways because they have extensive 
and fibrous root systems. 

Ymfmx Line ftofclem 
is So lved l 

ALUMINUM CABLE BOTTLENECK BROKEN! 

Here’s important news for both the unelectrified members 
of cooperatives as well as those plagued with low voltage 
problems. The aluminum cable bottleneck has been broken. 
Your cooperative can speed up its power line extension 
and "heavying-up” program soon, if k acts NOW! 

Through a plan initiated by the Reynolds Metals Company 
and Wisconsin Electric Cooperative, REA-Financed Systems 
are assured of ample and continuous cable supply to meet 
both present and future needs. Limited shipments of alumi¬ 
num cable will start in 90 days, increasing to maximum 
quantities called for in the contract within ten months. 
Schedules call for delivery of 225 million pounds during 
1950, 1951, and 1952—enough to end the shortage that 
has existed since the war. 

EVERY COOPERATIVE AND POWER DISTRICT 
CAN SHARE THE BENEFITS! 

Here’s how your cooperative or power district can obtain its 
share of aluminum cable for continuing its new-line con¬ 
struction and "Jbeavying-up” projects. Place your order, im¬ 
mediately, for your next three years’ requirements with 
Wisconsin Electric Cooperative for the aluminum conductor 
and accessories needed. The prices to REA Systems are guar¬ 
anteed and are not on the basis of "subject to change without 
notice”. Full details concerning placement of these orders 
have been furnished your cooperative’s manager. 

Wisconsin Electric Cooperative is distributing this alumi¬ 
num cable on a service-at-cost, non-profit basis. All savings 
realized in the distribution of this product will be returned 
to the patron cooperatives. 

WISCONSIN ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE 
Madisea 3, Wisconsin 

'SeiviceA €it REA (Zoafienative*" 
PfffS ADVERTISING SPACE CONTRIBUTED BY THE REYNOLDS METALS COMPANY 

SSRVINO RURAL. AMERICA WITH ALUMINUM CONDUCTOR, ROOFING. SIDING, BUILDING MATERIALS, PORTABLE IRRIGATION PIRI, 
SIPHON TUBES. PAINT PIGMENTS, AND FREEZER FOIL 
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Becker Makes Final Report 
To Menard Co-op Meeting 
. A. E. Becker, new state manager of the Association of 
Illinois Electric Cooperatives, made his valedictory speech 
as manager of the Menard Electric Cooperative at the co-op’s 
annual meeting held in the high school gymnasium at Peters¬ 
burg on the afternoon of Saturday, March 26. 

Becker traced the growth of the Menard Co-op during its 
12 years of history, during which time he served as manager. 
From a humble beginning of 123 miles of wire it has grown 
to a service of 1760 miles of lines 

The year 1948 was cited as the 
greatest year of achievement for 
the cooperative. Recent improve¬ 
ments include the adding of two 
new sub-stations which are mak¬ 
ing service more satisfactory and 
storm proof. 

Future Plans 
Plans for 1949 include the com¬ 

pletion of two substations now un¬ 
der completion, the adding of - 100 
miles of line and the addition of 
240 new customers. It is intended 
that all existing lines be checked 
during the year. 

Becker dwelt at length on the 
subject of trees and tree trimming. 
He gave as examples of the serious¬ 
ness of the problem, the expendi¬ 
ture of $44,000 during the year by 
the cooperative on such service. He 
suggested that farmers plan to 
work together in neighborhood 
units to cope with the tree nui¬ 
sance. 

The use of auxiliary equipment 
in case of power breakdowns was 
discussed in Becker’s talk. It was 
advised that such equipment be 
installed and connected only under 
the supervision of representatives 
from the co-op office. 

Area Coverage 

By the end of 1949 the co-op 
will have extended its service 
throughout the area covered and 
nearly every farm home reached 
with electrical energy. 

Homer T. Brown, president of 
the Menard Electric cooperative 
in his address to the annual meet¬ 
ing said that 1100 new members 
were added in 1948. The co-op also 
acquired during the year its build¬ 
ing housing the office, garage and 
warehouse in Petersburg. 

The problem of low voltage along 
the lines during peak loads is be¬ 
ing solved by additional substations 
either recently put in operation or 
being built. 

During the year certain rate ad¬ 
justments were made. The man¬ 
agement also has set a flat 10 per 
cent penalty on failure to submit 
meter cards on time. 

President Brown dwelt on the 
loss of A. E. Becker as co-op man¬ 
ager and then told of the selection 
of Howard Bell, former bookkeeper 
for the Cooperative, from a list of 
75 candidates for the position of 
manager. 

Howard Bell, who assumed the 
position of manager on February 
1, introduced visiting managers, 
board members .and others in at¬ 
tendance to the annual meeting. 
Officers from seven other Cooper¬ 
atives were present. Farm Bureau 
representatives from three groups 
were also present. An estimated 
1800 persons were in attendance at 
the meeting. 

Highlighting the program was 
John Strohm, editor, author and 
world traveler. Mr. Strohm told of 
his travels behind the Iron Curtain 
in Russia. He also showed slides 
taken in Russia, Poland, Germany 
and Saudi Arabia. 

Using as his theme “Defense is 
not enough,” Strohm while not con- 
deming our military activities in 
checking the spread of Commun¬ 
ism, said that there must be a 
Peace offensive as well. 

Using the activities of American 
engineers, farm advisors and in¬ 
dustry in the Arabian world as an 
example, he stated that this was 
the type of thing our nation should 
do if world peace is to result. 

During the business session, the 
following directors were re-elected: 
Henry B. Colby, Sangamon County; 

W. H. Montgomery, Menard Coun¬ 
ty; Charles Smith, Mason County; 
C. Nelson Worner, Mason County; 
Herbert D. Shelhammer, Sangamon 
County; Audace Herzberger, Cass 
County; Homer T. Brown, Logan 
County; E. C. Lewis, Morgan Coun¬ 
ty, and Archie Zook, Menard Coun¬ 
ty. 

Among the resolutions passed at 
the meeting was one supporting 
the statewide electric power, co¬ 
operative project of the state as¬ 
sociation. The by-laws were also 
amended to permit election of 
board members on a staggered 
term basis instead of the . annual 
election of the entire group. 

In an organization meeting fol¬ 
lowing the annual meeting of the 

RE-ELECTED AT THE ANNUAL meeting of Menard Electric Cooperative of Petersburg were these di¬ 
rectors. Left to right (seated): Vice-President E. C. Lewis, Audace Herzberger, President Homer T. Brown, 
Treasurer W. H. Montgomery. Standing: Charles Smith, Secretary C. N. Worner, Henry B. Colby, Manager 
Howard O. Bell, and Archie Zook. H. D. Shelhammer was not present when picture was taken. 

cooperative, the directors elected 
the following officers: President, 
Homer Brown; Vice-president, E. 
C. Lewis; Secretary, C. N. Worner; 
and Treasurer, W. H. Montgomery. 

FORMER Manager A. E. Becker (left) congratulates new manager of 
Menard Electric, Howard O. Bell. Becker resigned to become manager of 
the State Association. Bell was previously office manager and bookkeeper 
of the Petersburg co-op. 

Winchester Co-op Members 
Hear Reports of Progress 

A capacity crowd of Illinois 
Rural Electric Co. of Win¬ 
chester members heard reports 
revealing the steady and suc¬ 
cessful progress their coopera¬ 
tive has made during the year 
1948, at their 11th annual 
meeting in Winchester, March 
12. 

Some 500 consumers were 
added to the lines bringing the 
total served at the end of the 
year to 5,064. In addition, the 
average consumption per mem¬ 
ber rose from 1Q6 to 131 kilo¬ 
watt hours a month bringing in 
a total revenue of $356,551. 

“We have only scratched 
the surface,’’ Manager S. R. 
Paris told the meeting which 
was held in the Winchester Com¬ 
munity High School auditorium. 
He predicted that use of electri¬ 
city by the co-op members would 
increase many times above the 
present monthly average. 

Disproved Forecasts 
Though the private utility in¬ 

dustry, foretold failure for our or¬ 
ganization and said we couldn’t 
generate our own power success¬ 
fully, the record proves that the 
utility forecasts were wrong, Far is 
emphasized. 

Because we have our own gen¬ 
erating plant, the members have 

always had sufficient electricity 
and because of our expanding gen¬ 
erating facilities, they will contin¬ 
ue to have adequate supply in the 

future, the manager pointed out. 
“We are extremely proud of our 

generating system (it is the only 
co-op generating system in Illinois). 
In the 11 years of operation, there 
has only been one power failure, 
and that was due to ah overload 
during the war.” 

Outage Reduced 
Faris described the significant 

reduction in outages which he 
credited to the work of mainten¬ 
ance crews, the cooperation of 
members and the installation of 
two-way radio communication. He 
cited trees as the cause for 63 per 
cent of the outages and as the main 
cause for the extensive damage 
during the January ice storm. The 
storm cost the co-op nearly $8,000. 
It was the worst in its history. 

Last year was a record year, for 
construction of distribution lines, 
Faris said. The coming 12 months 
will be even better. By 1950, the 
co-op’s area should be about com¬ 
pletely covered including substa¬ 
tions and generation capacity to 
meet future needs. A new gener¬ 
ating plant at Pittsfield will be put 
into operation in September. 

Faris complimented the co-op 
directors for their vision and loyal 
devotion to the organization and 
asked that members emulate the 
directors. He also praised the per¬ 
sonnel for their efforts and coop¬ 
eration during the year. 

Other Reports 
Other reports were given by 

President F. J. Longmeyer, Trea¬ 
surer Howard Hurrelbrink, Power 
Use Advisor Karl B. Longenbaugh, 
Superintendent of Generation 
Harry F. Collins and Superintend¬ 
ent of Transmission and Distribu¬ 
tion Dean Pinkerton. 

Following a noontime luncheon 
served at the school, the members 

MANAGER S, R. FARIS of Illinois Rural Electric Co., Winchester, 
reported on successful year of co-op operations during 1948 at the annual 
meeting March 12. 

heard an address by John L. 
Strohm, author, editor and world 
traveler. He told of his travels be¬ 
hind the Iron Curtain in Russia. 
He illustrated his talk with colored 
slides of pictures he had taken in 
Russia, Poland, Germany and Saudi 
Arabia. 

The seaker stressed that most 
of the world did not want war. 
“Defense preparations, however, 
are not enough to secure the peace,” 
he said. "We must have a peace 
offensive as well.” 

Example 
Using the activities of Ameri¬ 

can engineers, farm advisors and 
technicians in the Arabian world 
as an example, he declared that 
this was the type of thing our 
nation should do if world peace is 
to result. 

The entire board of directors 
was reelected as were the officers 
at the business organization meet¬ 
ing. They were: President F. J. 
Longmeyer, Vice President Walter 
Strubinger, Secretary Leonard 
Wood, Treasurer Howard Hurrel¬ 
brink, V. J. Galloway, R. J. Myers, 
V. T. Parks, Louis Osterman, H. 
H. Kilver, Henry Day and Paul 
Nichols. 

Entertainment was provided by 
Gary Stuart and Mrs. Richard 
Coultas. 

Public Power Wins 
Victories In House 

(From Page One) 

TVA steam plant as a social¬ 
istic bogey man. One of the 
ads brazenly boasts that the 
private utilities have approach¬ 
ed every Congressman and 
Congresswoman, individually, 
with their attack on TVA’s 
right to firm up hydro power 
with steam facilities. 

In the TVA vote, the 
steam appropriation was 
retained in the bill by a 192- 
105 margin. But two weeks 
later, Purcell Smith was back 
in the Senate Appropriations 
Committee Chambers blast¬ 
ing away at the steam plant 
again. 
Most interesting to rural 

people was that, before the 
Senate Committee, Smith took 
specific notice of REA. He did 
that by pointing out that the 
TVA steam plant had nothing 
to do with the issue of appro¬ 
priations for the Rural Elec¬ 
trification Administration. The 
remark was evidently intended 
to mislead his listeners into 
missing the word “appropria¬ 
tions.” 

Of course the steam plant 
has nothing to do with REA 
appropriations, although it is 
vital to rural electric co-ops in 
the TVA area which need ade¬ 
quate supplies of low cost 
power to operate. 
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Board Resolution Honors 
Late Director J. W. Barth 

The Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives opened 
its March 16 meeting with a standing prayer in respect 
of the memory of J. Wesley Barth of Enterprise, late director 
who died last month. 

The following resolution of sympathy was passed by the 
board: 

“Be it resolved that in the death 

of J. Wesley Barth, president of 
the Wayne-White Counties Electric 
Cooperative, and the director of 

the 7th district of the Association 
of Illinois Electric Cooperatives, 
the cause of the electric coopera¬ 

tives has lost an ardent supporter 
and advocate. 

“His fine personality, his intel¬ 
ligence, and wide range of infor¬ 
mation and his high conception of 

his duties made him a most valu¬ 
able man. 

“His great capability as a di¬ 
rector was marked by great success 
and he brought to our council 
thoughts of great information and 
wisdom. 

“We of the Association of Il¬ 
linois Electric Cooperatives as well 

as his great host of other friends 
miss him deeply and we tender to 

his wife and family our most sin¬ 
cere sympathy.” 

Rural Phones 

The board discussed the legisla¬ 
tion before Congress which would 

authorize REA to make loan funds 
available for the expansion of 

rural telephone service. The board 
reiterated its support of such leg¬ 

islation. It had formerly gone on 
record in favor of the Poage bill, 
which is now being considered by 

Congress in a revised form. The 
revision gives loan priority to ex¬ 

isting telephone companies for the 
first six months after the passage 
of the bill. 

The State Association also dis¬ 
cussed the Illinois Agricultural 
Association’s proposal for increas¬ 

ing the gasoline tax and dedicating 
the increased tax revenue to rural 
road improvement. The board en¬ 
dorsed the IAA proposal. 

Your cooperative desires to de¬ 

velop a plan to expidite delay in 
receiving reports of outages or line 
trouble on the particular section of 

line serving each member’s pre¬ 

mises. 
Before this plan can be put 

into effect, the 
cooperation of 

two individual 
members is 
needed to ac¬ 

cept calls from 
the remaining 
members on 
their section 

and report the 
call “reverse charge” to your co-op, 

office or individuals whose names 
are listed at the top of this column 

at Princeton. 
Members on designated sections, 

for example the “D” Line, “P” Line, 

or whatever your section number 
may be, would report the line or 
individual outage to the designated 
members and they would report 
the outage or line trouble as in¬ 
dicated. This is a real service to 
your fellow members and to your 
cooperative. It is the true coopera¬ 
tive spirit. 

Members who will assume this 
responsibility are urged to write 
to Manager F. I. Ruble and request 

further information. Arrangements 

will be made to advise them im¬ 

mediately. 

MEMBERS NEAR BUDA 
This is to advise ILLINOIS 

VALLEY members living on the 

P-4 Line north and east of Buda 

that arrangements have been made 

for you to call EDWIN LARSON, 

BUDA, Phone 112F2 or RUSSELL 

STROUD, Buda, phone 112F22 and 

report your line trouble or outage 
to them. Members Larson and 

Stroud have volunteered to serve 

as “TROUBLE REPORTERS” for 

all co-op members living on the P-4 
Line. Their willingness to cooperate ' 
is sincerely appreciated. It is a 
step forward to increase co-op serv¬ 

ice to members in that area. 
(NOTE: Your cooperative needs 

two volunteer members to assume 

this responsibility on your section 
of line—will you be one of them?) 

APPROVES APPLICATION 

The regular monthly meeting of 

your Board of Directors was held 

at the co-op office in Princeton on 
March 8. Routine business was 

transacted including acceptance of 
67 new applications for member¬ 
ship. A report by Manager F. L 

Ruble indicated that 25 new con¬ 
nects were made during the past 
month. Prior to the close of the 

meeting, the directors were given 
a practical demonstration of the 
new DeVry motion picture projec¬ 
tor recently purchased to augment 

the co-op’s public relations pro¬ 
gram. 

Board members present at the 

meeting included L. F. Boyle, 
President, McNabb; Mrs. Edith 

Kays, Secretary, Ottawa; Mrs. 
Eileen Slingsby, Treasurer, Utica; 

Ray Snyder, Walnut; Ray Jackson, 
Vice-President, Toulon; Dale 
Anderson, Galva; Upton Craig. 
Victoria; and Manager Ruble. 

SAFETY CONVENTION 

Your cooperative was represent¬ 

ed at the state wide Illinois REA 
Safety and Job Training Confer¬ 
ence held at the St. Nicholas Hotel 
in Springfield, March 17-18. Man¬ 
ager Ruble presented a talk com¬ 

menting on results of the Illinois 
REA Safety and Job Training pro¬ 
gram as it effects cooperative per¬ 

sonnel. Mr Ruble represented the 
State Manager’s Association in his 
discussion on this subject on the 
program. Line Foreman Milford 
“Bud” Jontz is a member of the 

Illinois REA Safety and Job Train¬ 
ing Committee. Fred E. Darr, puD- 

lic relations director for your co¬ 
op was in charge of general ar¬ 
rangements for the conference and 
served as a member of the program 
committee. . 
PUBLICITY ACKNOWLEDGED 

The management of your coop¬ 
erative wishes to express its sin¬ 

cere appreciation for the publicity 

that has been given recently by the 
press in the area served by your 

cooperative. Twenty five of the 

daily and weekly newspapers in 

the area have been printing news 

articles in which the name of Ill¬ 

inois Valley Electric cooperative 

is prominently mentioned. These 

articles contain data and inform¬ 
ation of interest to members and 

the general public. 
Every member can help to keep 

these articles interesting by sending 

F. 1. Ruble 

trated the time and labor saving 
advantages of electrically operated 
appliances and equipment. The 
audience found these films inform¬ 

ative and entertaining. 

Mr. Darr was a guest of the 

Wyanet Community Club at 

their monthly dinner meeting 
held at the Methodist Church 

in Wyanet, Tuesday evening, 
March 15. Following the din¬ 
ner, Charles Cunningham, edi-' 
tor of the Wyanet Record and 
program chairman of the club, 

introduced the coop’s new pub¬ 
lic relations director who pre¬ 
sented a talk on rural electrifi¬ 
cation. The program concluded 
with the showing of several 
sound motion pictures, includ¬ 
ing “Fight for the Sky,” an 
actual combat film showing air 

battles in the European con¬ 

flicts during World War II, 
“America the Beautiful,” and 
“Dawn of Better Living.” 
The public relations department 

of the Illinois Valley Electric Co¬ 
operative, has for its objective, a 
program aimed at a better under¬ 
standing of rural electrification 

and efficient utilization among co¬ 
op members and the public. Its 
services are available to civic and 
community club and farm and 

rural youth organizations to aug¬ 
ment material for thir programs. 
Further information is available at 

the Illinois Valley Electric Coop¬ 

erative, office in Princeton. 

A good job of feeding dairy cows 

means feeding according to the 

amount of milk produced. 

WILLARD RUXTON, member of Farmers Mutual Electric Company of Geneseo, is shown in his well- 
equipped farm workshop pointing out his recently devised small sprayer to a group of neighbors. Left to right, 
Ralph Gradert, Don Gradert, Ruxton, and Bud Kropp all from near Geneseo. 

in their experiences, and results de¬ 
rived through the use of co-op 

power to your premises and your 

home. You do not have to write a 
story—jot down the facts, mail 
them to your Cooperative, and 

your column editor will do the rest. 
Many of these news items will be 

used for ILLINOIS REA NEWS. 

It is your paper and you can help 
to keep ILLINOIS VALLEY in the 
news. 

CLUB MEETINGS 

A report on the P. T. A. meeting 

held at the McNabb grade school, 
McNabb, March 21, will be given 

in this column next month. Your 

cooperative has also been invited 
to provide the program for the 
Illinois Valley Horsemen’s Asso¬ 
ciation meeting at the Farm 

Bureau Building, Ottawa, the even¬ 
ing of March 30, John Kays, Pro¬ 

gram Cairman. 
Other meetings for which talks 

and sound motion pictures are 

scheduled include Country Couples 
Club, Annawan, Thursday even¬ 
ing April 7, 7:30 p. m., Mrs. Rollin 
Heller, chairman; “Family Night” 
for Community at Re-organized 
Later Day Saints Church seven 

miles northeast of Ottawa 7:30 
Friday evening, April 8. Burns 
Township Farm Bureau Unit Meet¬ 

ing at the State Road Church 8 

miles northwest of Kewanee on 
Higrway 81, meeting scheduled 

8:00 p. m., Monday, May 9, Merville 

Anderson, President of the Unit. 

PUBLIC RELATIONS 

The newly created public rela¬ 

tions department sponsored by 
Illinois Valley Electric Coopera¬ 

tive, Princeton, has assisted with 

several programs recently in the 

area served by the co-op. 
In addition to participating 

in several local programs at 
which sound motion picture 
films were furnished and 
shown, films were supplied for 

veloped a portable elevator for 
loading and unloading grain 
from trucks. This home de¬ 
velopment preceded long be¬ 
fore such loaders were avail¬ 
able from commercial sources^ 

Independent in thought 
and action, yet willing to 
experiment with new ideas 
(as he is doing currently 
with a terracing plow), Rux¬ 
ton is deeply interested in 
anything that will improve 
the efficiency of his farm 
operations. 
The center of Ruxton’s ex¬ 

perimentations with new farm 
equipment and labor-saving 
devices is his well-equipped 
farm shop. 

yard, around fences, in the 
garden and in the orchard. It 
will enable him to spray weeds 
where it would be impossible 
to reach with a field sprayer. 

The sprayer is a regular 
field spray tank attached to 
a 7-horsepower garden trac¬ 
tor. It is mounted on a 10- 
foot boom in front of the 
garden tractor. There is no 
weed sprayer of this size on 
the market at present. 

Some time back, Ruxton de- 

the F.F.A. banquet held in 

Buda on March 3. Talks on 
“Your Co-op” by Manager 

Ruble, and “What’s New in 

Equipment” by Fred E. Darr, 
and the showing of several in¬ 
teresting film subjects featured 

the meeting of the adult agri¬ 
cultural class at the Wyanet 

High School, Monday evening, 
March 7. Mr. and Mrs. Ruble 
were also guests of the Galva 
Chapter F.F.A. at their annual 

| banquet held March 15 at the 

high school in Galva. 

Mr. Darr spoke at the District 

230 Community Club meeting held 
in Ottawa Saturday evening, 

March 5 at the Norris drive recre¬ 
ation center. He discussed “Care 

and Use of Appliances.” Following 
Darr’s talk, several films were 
shown including a comedy, “Illinois 

Empire,” and “Dawn of Better 
Living.” 

A get acquainted meeting was 

held at Pleasant Grove School near 
Buda, Friday evening, March 11. 
This meeting was arranged by 
co-op member Edwin Larson who 
lives in the immediate vicinity of 

the school. The purpose of the 
meeting was to have co-op mem¬ 

bers living in that Community be¬ 
come better acquainted with facts 
pertaining to their cooperative. 
Manager Ruble spoke on the topic 

“It is Your Co-op” and Fred E. 
Darr discussed “New Appliances 

and Equipment.” Sound motion 
pictures were shown including 
“Running Water” and “Dawn of 

Better Living.” Both films were in 
technicolor and graphically illus- 

Co-op Member Makes Farm 
Equipment lo Suit Needs 

Willard A. Ruxton, member 
of the Farmers Mutual Electric 
Company, Geneseo, was 
named “Farmer-of-Week” by 
the Rock Island Argus in its 
edition of February 15. Rux¬ 
ton operates a 200-acre farm 
in Henry county. 

Ruxton was chosen by the 
Argus because of his inventive¬ 
ness in making farm equip¬ 
ment. Most recently, he has de¬ 
veloped a weed sprayer de¬ 
signed for use in the barn 

LARAMORE and DOUGLASS. Inc. 
ENGINEERS 

Power Plants, Distribution and Transmission Lines 

SYSTEM STUDY SURVEYS 
79 East Adams Street, Chicago 3, Illinois 

REA FIELD OFFICE—154 North Market Street. Paxton. Illinois 
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Before Buying, Judge For Yourself What 
Type Washer Will Best Meet Your Needs 

This young homemaker is doing her wash in a nonautomatic or "stand¬ 

ard” type washer with a wringer. Wringers on this type of machine are 
built to swing around so you can use them between washer and tub or sink. 

Plentiful Supply Of 
Water Necessary For 
Automatic Washers 

When you look for a washing 
machine, you’ll find on the market 
many makes and models, at a 
wide range in price. They differ 
in design and appearance, in quality 

of materials and workmanship, in 

time-saving and labor-saving fea¬ 
tures. Your problem is to choose the 
washer that best meets your needs. 

Will It Be Automatic? 
Your first question will be, 

‘Shall I buy an automatic 'wash¬ 
er?” There is no question that the 

automatic machine saves time and 
labor. Just put in the clothes, set 
the controls, add soap . . . then 

there’s nothing more for you to do 
until the washing is ready for the 
line. The machine fills itself with 
water at the right temperature . . . 

washes the clothes . . . rinses them 
. . . spins them damp-dry. 

The automatic washer, however, 
can be used only if there is a water 
system in the house. Successful 

results depend on a plentiful sup¬ 
ply of running hot and cold water, 
reasonably soft. Before you buy an 
automatic machine be sure your 

water system will provide the pres¬ 
sure necessary for satisfactory 
performance. Find out if there will 

be any special problems of install¬ 
ation in your home for the model 
you are considering. 

Cost is another point to think 

about. An automatic machine is 
more expensive to buy and there 

may be extra charges for install¬ 
ing the washer. Also, upkeep may 

cost more as the mechanism is 

more complicated. 
Wringer or Spiner? 

If you decide on a nonautomatic 
or “Standard” type washer, your 

next most important choice may 

be between a machine with a 
wringer and one with a spinner. 

There are many wringer models, 

a few machines with spinners. 
Wringers and spinners can do 

equally good jobs—both leave 
clothes damp-dry, ready for hang¬ 
ing on the line. A spinner takes 

care of a whole tubful of clothes at 
once; with a wringer the clothes 

are fed in piece by piece. 
Features of The Spinner 

In most models the spinner has 
its own tub, separate from the 
washer tub. When using this type 
you lift the clothes by hand from 
orffe tub to the other. The machine 

is designed so you can use both 
washer and spinner at once and so 

save time. One load of clothes can 

be damp-dried while another is be¬ 
ing washed. 

In the spinner there’s no danger 

of tearing off buttons or damaging 

buckles, hooks, and zippers. The 

spinner leaves the clothes less 

wrinkled than does a wringer. Such 
articles as blankets, comforters, 

and pillows are more likely to come 
out soft and fluffy. 

Features of Wringer-Type 

Safety is of first importance in 

a power wringer. If you’re buying 
a wringer machine check the posi¬ 
tion of the emergency release which 

separates the rolls and stops them 

if clothing, fingers,, or hair should 

be caught. Be sure the release is 

within easy reach from any posi¬ 
tion at the machine. Be sure, too, 

that it works at a touch. 
Wringer rolls may be hard or 

soft rubber—sometimes the lower 
roll is hard and the upper one soft. 

Some wringers have an automatic 

control that keeps pressure the 
same whether the article going 
through is thick or thin. On a 

wringer without this feature, you’ll 

find a hand screw to regulate 

pressure. Sometimes there’s a 
scale to show how far to turn the 

screw for light, medium, and heavy 
materials. 

Wringers are built to swing 

around so you can use them be¬ 
tween two laundry tubs as well 

as between washer and tub. Usual¬ 
ly the wringer locks in at least 
four positions. Check the balance 

of the empty machine with wringer 

at each position. Be sure the 
machine won’t upset when wringer 

is swung away from it. 

Serviceable Finishes 
On a modern washing machine 

you can expect an attractive and 
serviceable finish inside and out. 

For the tub most manufacturers 
use porcelain enamel on sheet 
steel. However, tubs are some¬ 
times made of aluminum or 
nickled copper, both long—wear¬ 
ing materials. 

The finish most used on wash¬ 
ing machine framework and cabi¬ 
nets is synthetic enamel. This is 

easy to care for and wears well. 
If scratched or nicked it can be 

touched up. 

Consider Capacity 

Before you decide on your wash¬ 

er, you’ll want to find out about 

its capacity—how big a load it will 

take. Capacity is usually measured 

by the number of pounds of clothes 

that can be washed at one time. 

In standard size machines, de¬ 

signed for ordinary family wash¬ 

ings, this ranges from six to 10 
pounds. 

To make your choice, you’ll need 

to consider, of course, how big 
your washing usually is. Think, 

too, about the kinds of clothes you 
have to wash and how you sort 

them—that is, how they divide in¬ 

to washer loads. If you wash only 

once a week, you’ll probably want 
a machine that will take the whole 

washing in the fewest possible 

loads. But if you prefer to wash 
oftener and less at a time, a smal¬ 

ler size may be better. 

Features To Check 

WASHING MECHANISM. The 
washing mechanism is the device 
inside the washer tub that moves 

the clothes through the wate"'. 
You’ll see when you look at 

machines that no two manufactur¬ 
er use exactly the same design of 
washing device. There is no way 

to judge how well a machine 

washes until you have tried it 
yourself. Opinions of friends who 

have had experience with dif¬ 
ferent models may be helpful. 

CONTROL LEVERS con¬ 

veniently placed. Note location of 
levers that start and stop washer, 
the safety release for the wringer. 
Can you reach them easily as you 
are working at the machine? 

CASTERS THAT ROLL EASILY. 
If you move your washer each time 
you use it, large rubber-covered 
swivel casters will make for easy 

rolling--■and the rubber protects 
the floor. A lock on the casters, or 
caster cups, will hold the machine 

steady when in use. 
WATER LINE easy to see. A 

water line on tub or washing 
mechanism aids you in filling the 
tub with the right amount of water. 

Be sure the water line is easy to 
see. 

GROUNDING DEVICE. A means 

of grounding the washer frame 

to avoid electric shock if electric 
insulation fails. 

PUMP OR GRAVITY DRAIN? 

An electric pump that empties your 
washing machine is a labor-saver, 

especially if your laundry does not 

have a floor drain. The additional 

^ cost is small compared with the 
| time and energy the pump saves. 

(Continued on Page Ten) 
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Helpful Hints 
Does your cauliflower have that 

“tattle tale gray iook? If it does, just 
remember to add lemon juice or vine¬ 

gar to the cooking water. The cauli¬ 

flower will come out snowy white. 

One tablespoon of cornstarch has 
the same thickening power as two 
tablespoons of flour. Either may be 
used as the thickening agent for 

gravy, fruit pies or sauces. 

If you dislike scraping carrots, 

scrub them well and then boil. When 
the carrots are tender, rinse them in 

cold water-and you will be able to 
rub the skins off easily. 

Dried fruits add new flavor to stuf¬ 

fings for poultry or roasts. A good 
proportion is about a cup of chopped 

dried fruit for each quart of bread 

crumbs. 

If you should spill writing ink on 

the rug or upholstered furniture—act 
quickly. Wipe up as much as pos¬ 
sible with a cloth. Then cover with 

an absorbent such as talcum powder 
or cornstarch. Change as soon as it 

shows color from the ink. 

To keep coffee fresh, put it in 
a tightly sealed can and leave it in 
the refrigerator. 

One way to avoid the unpleasant 
task of licking postage stamps is to 

moisten them with a potato. Cut the 
potato in half and then cut a slice 

off the round end to keep it from 
moving. 

Molasses Buns, A 
Specialty For 
Easter Breakfast 

Easter breakfast—bring on those 
specialties! This is the all-out 
breakfast of the year with colored 

eggs plus a variety of hot dishes— 
ham, pancakes, sausages, waffles, 

and French toast. And for those 
who like a little something on the 

sweet side, there are hot breads 
galore. 

What could be more perfect than 
apple, nuts, and raisins sweetened 
with molasses rolled into tender, 
rich biscuit dough. Bake them the 
day before and Easter morning 
just tuck them into the oven for a 
few minutes, so they’ll come to the 
table toasty warm. 

Apple, Nut and Raisin Buns 
2% cups sifted all-purpose flour 

4 teaspoons baking powder 
% teaspoon salt 
14 cup shortening 
% cup milk, about 

Filling 
2 tablespoons melted butter 
3 cups finely diced cooking apples 

% cup chopped nut meats 
% cup seedless raisins 

2 tablespoons sugar 
% teaspoon cinnamon 
% cup molasses 

Sift together flour, baking pow¬ 

der and salt; cut in shortening with 

two knives or pastry blender. Add 
enough milk to make medium stiff 

dough; knead 30 seconds. Roll out 

into oblong shape one-quarter inch 
thick. Spread with butter. Combine 

apples, nut meats, raisins, sugar, 
cinnamon, and molasses; spread 

evenly on dough. Roll up jelly-roll 

fashion beginning at long end; cut 

in one-half inch slices. Place cut 

side up one inch apart on greased 

baking sheet. Bake in hot oven, 

400° F., 20-30 minutes, or until ap¬ 

ples are tender. Makes 12 to 15 
buns. 

New Flowers, Veil 
Will Perk Up Last 
Year's Bonnet 

Before you decide that you just 
must have a new Easter bonnet, 
why not check last years’s model? 

It is surprising how a thorough 
brushing and a new veil or flower 
will improve it. Good quality felt 

has many possibilities, and if it is 
a bit wrinkled or flattened from 

storage, steam-pressing will freshen 
it. 

The first step in refurbishing is 
to remove the trimming, including 
the hat band, and then brush the 

hat thoroughly. Then go over the 
felt carefully with a cloth lightly 

moistened in nonflammable dhy- 
cleaner. Clean the head band 
thoroughly, or remove it if it needs 
to be replaced. 

Note the shape of the hat—both 
the brim and the crown—before 
you start the steam-pressing job. 

Flat parts should be pressed flat, 
shaped ones should be pressed to 
retain their original shape. Press 

the surface of the felt with a press 
cloth, using a “warm” iron only 
and a small amount of moisture. 

Press by lifting and placing the 
iron rather than by smoothing it 
over the surface. 

Seam-Press Crown 
Put the crown over a small bowl 

—padded to fit if necessary—and 

steam-press the sides and top.Some 
felts can be reshaped by holding 
them in the steam of a teakettle 

until pliable and then reshaping 
with the fingers. 

Many straws can be refurbished 
in the same way as felts. Only 

mild heat should be applied how¬ 
ever, in order not to injure the 

straw. Hats that have lost their 

stiffness can sometimes be re¬ 
stiffened. Straw stiffeners can be 

purchased at notion counters in 
some department stores. Some 
drug stores also carry the product. 

Veils that are limp and lifeless 

can sometimes be restiffened. Press 

the veil between pieces of wax 
paper, using a “warm” iron only. 
Some veils are made of acetate 
rayon and a hot iron will melt 
them. 

An Easter Decoration 

This Easter Bunny is just one of 

the many table decorations described 
in a leaflet EASTER TABLE DEC¬ 
ORATIONS to help make your 
Easter entertainment the outstanding 
social success of the season. Direc¬ 
tions for making the Bunny and many 
novel ideas are given. Send a 
stamped, self-addressed envelope to 

Kay Conlan, Illinois REA News, 
BOX 1180, Springfield, 111., for your 
leaflet. 
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Housekeeping is easier with the new dustproof and waterproof plastic 
fabrics. They are inexpensive, practical and easy to sew. For your kitchen 
curtains and tablecloth, choose a bright kitchen-y print such as this splashy 
fruit design in natural fruit colors. You can match your curtains in a pretty 
apron of the same print. A direction leaflet for making this PLASTIC 
APRON, KITCHEN ENSEMBLE is available to you by sending a stamped, 
self-addressed envelope to Kay Conlan, Illinois REA News, BOX 1180, 
Springfield, 111. 

You Can Make This Colorful Kitchen 
Set Of Plastic With Matching A pron 

Navy Takes Lead In The Spring 1949 
Color Parade; Styles More Wearable 

Spring 1949! And gone is the 

exaggerated “New Look”. In its 

stead are more “wearable” clothes 

that can be adapted to any age 

and any type of figure. 

The spring silhouette is varied, 

ranging from the narrow skirt to 

skirts with fullness all around or 

concentrated at the back, sides or 

front. Shoulders are more slop¬ 

ing than for many years, but 

shoulder pads still are worn. Ki- 

mona and raglan sleeves vie with 

full cuffed set-in sleeves for first 

place in the fashion picture. 

Waistlines are fitted to look as 
small as possible—the newest be¬ 
ing the Empire line. Necklines 

range from high (often with flared 
colors) to the extreme V cut. 

Skirt lengths are remaining 
about the same—below the full 
part of the calf. This means about 
11 to 13 inches from the floor, de- 

’amamfliBEi 

Poultry raisers prefer chick quality like 
ours because more chicks live to lay 
and pay. Our chicks are produced 
from the "cream flocks" in this locality. 
100% bloodtested and mated to out¬ 
standing males. All breeders are rigidly 
Selected. Thus, we hatch stronger chicks 
with high vitality, fast growth and pro¬ 
duction characteristics. Let us book 
your chick order NOWI 

SCHAFER HATCHERY 
P. O. Box 75 
Springfield, 111. 

The Hatchery of Quality Service 

pending of cousre upon the wearer 

and the type of dress. 
Suits Still Backbone 

Suits still remain the backbone 
of many wardrobes. Slim skirss, 
or skirts with back fullness, are 
coupled with jackets with a dress¬ 
maker air. These jackets can be 
anything from a short bolero to a 

hip-fitted type. Box jackets, cape¬ 

like jackets and the long redingote 
types are all in style. 

More suits made of rayon fa- 

Every fashion-conscious woman 
likes to complete her wardrobe for 
Spring wijji a smart-looking pair of 
gloves. This glove design, with a 
knotted wristband for extra trim, is a 
good style for a variety of occasions. 

brics treated with a crease-resis¬ 
tant finish which prolongs the 
wearing period of suits are fea¬ 
tured this spring. Many two-piece 
dresses of this same type of fabric 
will be worn in the middle of sum¬ 

mer. 

Skirt fullness characterizes most 

of the new soft dresses of crepe or 
K 

shantung. Jackets accompany 

many of these dresses. 
Navy takes the lead in the spring 

color parade. However, many oth¬ 

er shades of blues are available. 

Shades of nasturtium, lilac, and 

bright beige are being used to “pep 
up” the navy. 

It’s still wise to choose one 
basic color for all your spring gar¬ 

ments, using “high fashion” col¬ 
ors only for the smaller, less ex¬ 

pensive parts of the wardrobe. 
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Pattern List 
I 

Whether you’re planning an | 
Easter party for the children, 
thinking about knitting a sweater 
or crocheting e. doily, we have 
leaflets and patterns to help you 
out. Why not take advantage of 
what spare moments you have now 

to get some of your fancywork 
done, before it is time for spring 
cleaning, gardening and the num¬ 

erous other farm chores that will 
be upon us soon. 

Patterns give complete directions 
and may be obtained free by send¬ 
ing a large (if possible) SELF- 
ADDRESSED, STAMPED envel- 

; ope for every FOUR patterns to 

j Kay Conian, BOX 1180, SPRING- 

! FIELD, ILLINOIS. 

Ideas for Fun 

Decorating Easter Eggs 

Summer Lampshades 

Easter Cards 

Lullaby Showers 

Crepe Paper Spring Flowers 
Decorating Bottles With Wax 

Birthday Party Decoration 

Decorations For Bride’s Tables 

Toys 
Cock Horse 

Stocking Dolls 

Horse 

Bunny 

.Crocheted Pompom Cat and Kit¬ 

tens 

Crocheted Elephant and Scottie 

Items to Crochet 

Laced Edge Place Mats 

Pineapple Luncheon Set 

Double Ruffle Doily 

Rose Fillet Tablecloth 

Rose Fillet Chair Set 

Diamond Panel Bedspread 

Tulip Tablecloth 

Fancy Ruffle Doily. 

Pinwheel Bedspread 

Pineapple Buffet Set 

Pineapple Vanity Set 
Hanger And Pin Cushion Tree 

Lacy Table Doily 

Mosaic Chair Set 

Lace For Linens 

Bathroom Rug and Seat Cover 

Handkerchief Edgings 

Pineapple Chair Set 

Flowered Scatter Rug 

Irish Crochet Tablecloth 

Crocheted Party Dress 

Daisy Tablecloth 

Peach Tree Street Bedspread 

Lacy Pineapple Centerpiece 

Black and White Handbag 

Eight-Point Star Doily 

Striped Bed Socks 

Red and White Potholders 

Items to Sew 
Frilly Dickey 

Making Slip Covers 

Two Chintz Potholders 

Tea Apron 

Felt Slippers 

Felt Handbag 

Potholders From Scraps 

Embroidered Pillow 
Sunflower Quilt 

Sweaters 
Tri-Color Sweater 

Children’s Sweaters (size 6-8) 

Little Boy’s Sweater 
Infant Sweaters 

Smock-Yoked Cardigan (size two) 
Child’s Coat Sweater 

Helpful Hints 
Care of Home Furnishings 

Sewing With Plastics 

Judging Fit in Dress 

Makeover Tips 

Sewing Tips 

Items to Knit 

Cable Stitch Afghan 

Baby Set 

Heel ess Socks 

Becalcomanias 
To remove decalcomanias from 

furniture or walls, apply a pad of 
water-soaked cloths or paper for 
several hours. If pressed on tightly, 
wet tissues or blotters will adhere 
even to up-and-down surfaces. Ad¬ 
hesive tape will be needed to hold 
a cloth pad in place. After two or 
three hours, the design can be 
scratched off with the finger or a 
blunt knife. 
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It’s The Fixin' That Makes Good Batin’ 
Variety Of Nutritious Sea Foods 

This tempting main dish, Fish Florentine, will become a specialty at 
your house from the first time you serve it. 

Is there a fisherman in your 
house? Or do you do the fishing 
by going to the local market, where 

you can pick out the kind and 
siz^ of fish you want for dinner , . 

. and besides, know for sure you’ll 
have enough to make a meal? 

In either case, why not do a little 
experimental cooking and discover 
new and tasty ways of preparing 

fish. Time was when it was sort 
of risky to buy fish, especially when 

you lived any great distance from 
the oceans or lakes, but not any 
more. With modern refrigeration 
and fast transportation fish- can be 
brought from fisherman’s hook to 
store counter safely and quickly. 

Then, too, many kinds of fish 

are cleaned, cut up, and quick- 
frozen right after they are caught, 
and remain frozen right up to the 

time you flip ’em in the pan. Other 
sea foods . . . shrimp, oysters, sal- 
man, sardines, tuna, etc. . . . are 

canned, so keep your shelf well 
filled with them to use any time. 

Ways to Cook 
There are seven different meth¬ 

ods to prepare fish . . . broiling, 
baking, steaming, deep fat frying, 

pan frying, or in chowders. For 

boiling, steaming or making chow¬ 

der, the “lean” fish, such as blue- 
fish, cod, flounder, haddock, pol¬ 
lock and whiting are preferable. 

The so-called “fat” fish, those 
which store their fat or oil in the 
muscle tissues instead of in the 
liver, include salmon, halibut, her¬ 
ring, mackeral, striped bass, feut- 
terfish, shad, pickerel and white- 
fish. Both “fat” and “lean” fish 

are good broiled, baked or fried. 

Next time you buy fish or the 
hubby brings one tha-a-t long 

from the fishin’ pond, “dress is up” 
for better eating. 

Fish Florentine 

1% lbs. fish fillets (haddock, flounder, 
whitefish) 

2 cups cooked seasoned spinach 
3 this, shortening 
3 this, flour 

% tsp. salt 
| ',4 tsp. pepper 

1V> cups milk 
% cup grated cheese 
1 cup soft bread crumbs, buttered 

Put fish in saucepan with one 
quart water, 2 tsp. salt, bit of 
bay leaf, and 2 tbls. vinegar. Bring 
to boil: then simmer 10 minutes, I 
or until tender. Place spinach in j 

shallow greased baking dish and i 
arrange fish fillets over top. Melt I 

shortening in saucepan. Add flour, 

salt, and pepper and blend. Add 
milk gradually, stirring constantly, 

and cook until thickened. Add j 
cheese. Pour over fish and sprinkle 

with crumbs. Bake in hot oven 

(425° F.) 20 minutes, or until 

crumbs are browned. Serves six to 
eight. 

Baked Stuffed Steaks 
2 fish steaks % in. thick 
1 tbl. lemon juice 
Salt and pepper 
Melted butter 

Place 1 fish steak on gJefcled 

baking dish, pour on lemon juice 

and sprinkle with salt and pepper. 

Spread with stuffing and cover with 
second slice. Brush with melted 

butter. Bake in moderate oven 
(350° F.) about 30 minutes, basting 
with melted butter. Serve with 

slices of lemon. Serves two. 

Stuffing 
% cup bread cubes 

1 tbl. onion, minced 
1 tbl. melted butter 

Salt and pepper 
Dash of thyme or marjoram 

Mix bread crumbs, onion and sea¬ 

sonings, add butter slowely, tossing 
lightly with a fork until blended. 

★ ★ ★ 
Fish Chowder 

A hearty dish full of good nour¬ 

ishment and flavorful eating, a 
natural for economy-minded house¬ 

wives. Serve with toasted rolls or 

hard crackers, follow with a crispy 
green salad and finally a simple 

fruit dessert, and you have a com¬ 
plete meal. 

Fish Chowder 
2 white onions, minced 

clove garlic, minced 
Vt cup chopped celery 
2 tbls. minced green pepper 
2 tbls. butter 
2 large potatoes, diced 
2 tsp. salt 
1 lb. cod, haddock, pickerel or white- 

fish 
1% cups tomato juice 

Dash of cayenne 
Dash of sage 

’-‘A tsp. thyme 
2% cups boiling water 

Wash fish, cover with salted cold 
water, bring slowly to a boil and 

simmer, covered, 5 minutes; drain 
reserving stock and remove skin 
and bones from fish. Saute onions, 
garlic, celery and green pepper in 
butter in large saucepan about 4 

minutes; add potatoes, boiling wa¬ 
ter and salt, and boil until pota¬ 

toes are soft. Then add fish and 
stock, bring to a boil and simmer 

about 15 minutes. Add tomato 
juice, cayenne, sage and thyme to 

soup mixture, and again bring to 

a boil. Yield, 4 portions. 

Alternating yellow and lavender 
pansies edge this pretty little doily. 
Shaded cotton threads are used in the 
two colors for an effective blend of 
flower tones. A direction leaflet ‘ for 
making PANSY DOILY is available 
by sending a stamped, self-addressed 
envelope to Kay Conlan, Illinois 
REA News, BOX 1180, Springfield. 
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NEWS FROM 
Western Illinois 

Carthage, 111. 

L. C. MARVEL, Supt. 

During the month of February 18.08 
miles of poles were set, strung wire 
and energized 24.72 miles of line on 
our M Section, and completed five 
force account work orders. Service 
was made available to 37 members. 

OUTAGES 

One outage t.at caused some of 
the Henderson County members to be 

out from 4:00 
a.m. to 10:00 

a.m. on March 
9th was caused 
when the con¬ 
struction crew 
for the Illinois 
Power Company 
dug out one of 

L. C Marvel oUr P°les and 

it loose. The wind was quite strong 
that morning and blew the pole over 
into our line and burned the line 
down. 

The organization meeting of 
the Board of Directors was held 
on the regular postponed meeting 
in February. Lloyd Dickson was 
re-elected President, Lee Mur¬ 
phy, secretary-treasurer, and 
Mrs. Ruth Stevenson was elected 
vice-president. 

We have- received radio station 
construction permit, and frequency of 
37.62 M. C. for operation, but to 
date we have not received approval 
from rural electrification administra¬ 
tion, Washington, on request sent in 
for for the two-way radio. As soon 
as we receive approval from REA 
we will begin work on this station. 
We hope to have it in operation 
sometime this summer. 

We wish to thank Mrs. Fred Cox, 
Lomax, for this nice letter: 

“Dear Sir: Along with paying our 
power bill we want to take the op¬ 
portunity to tell you folks just how 
much we appreciate the way you 
took care of the blackout we had 
during the storms of the past winter. 
While we were in the dark, without 
heat and had to get stove pipe and 
put up a cook stove for heat and to 
get our meals on, you folks, Mr. 
Leonard and his crew, were out in 
the cold and stormy weather getting 
the lines repaired so we could enjoy 
our modern conveniences, (they, the 
modern conveniences, are very nice 
and make life more enjoyable until 
God, the Master of the elements, 
sends a storm such as we have on 
occasions and then we must pause 
to realize that without this great 
Master we would be lost). Then we 
must be very careful to thank Him 
for such men as are caring for lines 
and the source of our supply of tlje 
winderful thing called electricity. 

The office force is always so pleas¬ 
ant and courteous when we call in 
to report we have a stoppage of 
power. So, Mr. Marvel will you pass 
the word around among your folks 
that we are very thankful to them 
for all the courtesy they have shown 
us at all times. 

I have called when our lines would 
be off around here and the office 
girl who would answer me would be 
so very pleasant and reply that she 
would get the work to the linemen, 
or that they were out working on 
the trouble and then in a very short 
time we would have power again. 

Again thanks, (that is what I am 
trying to say), so just to sum it up 
in a few words THANKS A LOT." 

We are finishing staking our “M" 
section and are hoping to get the 
construction work completed on that 
section within the next 60 days, 
whereby we will be able to start 
staking and constructing our "N" 
Section. We hope to be started on 
our “N" section by June 1st, how¬ 
ever, we do have quite a lot of line 
conversion to do in order to take 
care of the extra usage that our 
members are adding, along with the 
new members being added. Some of 
our conversion will probably be de- 

^ layed on account of not being able 

to get delivery on aluminum con¬ 
ductor. 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 
Ray and Helen Harrison, West 

Point; Francis G. and Grace Harri¬ 
son, West Point; Ubba A. and Alice 
M. Bruns, Carthage; Fred and Marie 
Klover, Carthage; George and Gladys 
Eppley, LaHarpe; Gerald Corwin 
Thrapp and Nancy, Blandinsville; 
Chester H. and Maxine Garrett, La¬ 
Harpe; Harry R. and Dora E. Bain- 
ter, LaHarpe; Ernest and Charlotte 
Helmers, LaHarpe; Arthur and Lura 
Bray, LaHarpe; Laura Myrtle and 
Ross Comstock, LaHarpe; Tom and 
Eleanor Cunningham, Bow’en; Harry 
A. and Olive Kirby, Dallas City; W. 
G. and Ethel Berger, Carthage; 
James and Mary Stevenson, Strong- 
hurst; Blanche M. Harrison, Elvaston; 
George K. Brown, Carthage; John 
and Virgie Queen, Hamilton; Earl 
and Pearl Calhoun, Carthage; Ommo 
and Helen Fooken, Carthage; Reike 
Saathoff, Carthage. 

NEW APPLIANCES 
Russell Kirby, deep freeze, re¬ 

frigerator, iron, washing machine, 
grinder. 

Howard Winters, refrigerator, 
range, deep freeze, iron, washing 
machine, dormeyer mixer, waffle 
iron, sandwich grill, pump,- clock, and 
cream separator. 

Fort Bros., range. 
Dana Rockel, electric range, re¬ 

frigerator. 
Wm. E. James, deep freeze, range, 

washing machine, iron, sweeper, cof¬ 
fee maker. 

Donald E. Layton, Burnside, water 
heater. 

Lee Murphy, flat mangle. 
Kennith Graham, washing machine, 

iron, radio, pump. 
Milford Dowell, electric blanket, 10 

pig brooders. 
Harry Bennett, water heater, pres¬ 

sure pump. 
C. A. Rathbun, water heater. 
T. J. Huls, deep freeze. 
Sam Faulkner, deep freeze, roaster. 
Robert Stevenson, refrigerator, 

lamps, table saw, washing machine, 
iron, small room heater. 

Joseph Winkel, water heater. 

NEWS FROM 
Wayne-White 

Fairfield, 111. 

OWEN J. CHANEY, Mgr. 

NEWS FROM 

Co-op 
Carlinville, Ql. 

A. C. BARNES, Mgr. 

TELEPHONE NUMBERS 
In case of emergency call before 8:00 

a. m. or after 5:00 p. m. call the 
following: 

For Carmi, McLeansboro, Norris City 
and vicinity, call Chalon Carter, Phone 
No. 123, Norris City, or Everett Phil¬ 
lips, Phone No. 38 J, Norris City. 

For all of Edwards County, all of 
Wayne County, Crossville, Calvin and 
Phillipstown, in White County, call 
Cloyd Musgrave, SOM, Norman Davis 
639J, • Charles Mann 451 M or Bill 
Fleming, 11F23. all of Fairfield. 

* * * 

J. Wess Barth, president of your 
Cooperative, died March 2, at his 
home in Enterprise, after a short 
illness. 

Mr. Barth, known as “Wes” to 
his many friends, has been con¬ 
nected with the Cooperative since 
its beginning. He was a charter 
member, was on the first board of 
trustees and has served as presi¬ 
dent since February 1940. 

He lived to see the cooperative 
grow into one of the foremost 
R.E.A. projects in the nation and 
one of the largest in the state. His 
enthusiasm, good cheer, and kind¬ 
ness endeared him to all who knew 
him. The cooperative was his first 
concern and he never counted the 
hours he devoted to the service 
of the cooperative. His was a life 
of usefulness to his fellow-man, 
and we know he derived a lot of 
satisfaction out of doing a good 
job. 

The cooperative will miss Wes— 
no greater tribute can be paid to 
a man after his life’s work on 
earth is done than that he will 
be sincerely and truly missed. 

Mr. Barth is survived by his 
widow, Eileen, two daughters, Bet¬ 
ty Adams of Webster Grove, Mis¬ 
souri and Ann Robinson of Abe- 
line, Texas and two grandsons. 
Our sincere sympathy is extended 
to them in their great loss. 

TELEPHONE NUMBERS FOR 
OUTAGE CALLS 

Office—8:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. 
except Sat. & Sunday holi¬ 
days     Carlinville 136 

Homer Virden—Carlinville 326-L 
John Scroggins-Carlinville 577-Y 
Aerio Balestri     
  Hillsboro County 2005 

Claude McAfee   Brighton 40 
Charles W. Witt     
   Jerseyville 663W1 

Wayne Bandy, 830 School st., 
    Hillsboro 830 KX 

Delmar Miller, 432 E. Arch st., 
  Jerseyville 688 W2 

If lineman does not answer and 
for any other business aside from 
trouble calls—Call A. C. Barnes, 
Carlinville 565-L. 

KEEP THIS LIST NEAR YOUR 
TELEPHONE. Check with your 
neighbors to see if their lights are 
out before calling. Then report the 
line outage. 

COOPERATION INSURES 
BETTER SERVICE 

★ * * ^ 

NOTICE — This cooperative has 
information that there is a used 
six cubic foot electric refrigerator 
for sale. This refrigerator is in 
excellent condition and is a bargain 
for any member who has use for 
the same. Please contact the office 
by mail. 

STAR STATE FARMER 
James Hallbauer, son of Mr. and 

Mrs. Henry Hallbauer (members 
of this coopera¬ 

tive) and mem¬ 

ber of the local 
Carlinville Fu¬ 
ture Farmer 
chapter, has 
been selected as 
the Star State 
Farmer of Sec- 

A. C. Barne* tion 15 for 1948- 
Being selected for this honor means 
that Hallbauer is the outstanding 
Future Farmer of approximately 
700 members in 22 schools in west 
central Illinois. 

MT. OLIVE PAYSTATION 
To our members using our ser¬ 

vice and living in the vicinity of 
Mt. Olive, we are pleased to an¬ 
nounce that the Ervin J. Niemann 
Hardware Store, Mt. Olive, will 
act as the collection station for re¬ 
ceiving your electric service bills 
in the future. Mr. Niemann has con¬ 
sented to offer this service to take 
the place of the Schlomann Hard¬ 
ware Store. 

Those members who do not wish 
to mail their payments to the of¬ 
fice at Carlinville, may now avail 
themselves of the services of this 
store. 

NEWS LETTERS 

“I am enclosing check for our 
electric service bill for the month 
and I am sending a list of our elec¬ 
trical appliances. The electricity is 
the biggest help we have ever had 
on the farm.”—Phillip Regli, Car¬ 
linville. 

“I want to thank you for your 
very satisfactory service and let 
you know we enjoy it very much. 
We list our electrical appliances.” 
—James Brown, R No. 2, Brighton. 

“I am enclosing a list of our 
appliances. I am very thankful for 
the M. J. M. lines. It cost so little 
for so much.”—Albert Yocom, Fi¬ 
delity. 

“Enclosed please find my check 
for my January electric service bill. 
With all the ice we are having to¬ 
day I thought what it would mean 
to the linemen. I want to thank 
you for our service.” — Newton 
Seybert, Hillsboro. 

“I am sending the list of our 
electrical appliances. I enjoy the 
use of everyone of them. Have used 
the milker almost a year and never 
missed but one morning using it, 
that was the morning of the torna¬ 
do at Bunker Hill.”—Helen Butler, 
Hillsboro. 

“In connection with your request 

of a list of appliances in last months 
issue of the ILLINOIS REA 
NEWS, I am submitting a list with 
this months biL. We can’t tell you 
how much we appreciate your ser¬ 
vice in the past and are hoping to 
see just as good service in the fu¬ 
ture,” Lindell Austwick, Carlinville. 

“We surely are thankful for the 
electricity and now if the current 
should go off, please do think of our 
400 little chicks though we do know 
you will be on the job to fix it 
at once. We are again thanking you 
for your cooperation in the past.” 
—Herman Helgen, Walshville. 

“I want to thank you for the 
good electric service we have had. 
The power has not been off very 
long or very often since we have 
been on R. E. A. I do not know 
how we would ever get along if 
we were to lose it now. We have 
had electricity for a little over a 
year for the first time we did not 
know what we were missing or 
what we need most. I think the 
more we put on the better as long 
as it is used. Thanks again for 
keeping it coming.”—Clemence Alb¬ 
ert, Shipman. 

“I am writing you a few lines to 
let you know we enjoy using the 
electricity. August surprised me 
with a sweeper on my birthday, 
and we also purchased a deep 
freeze this fall. We enjoy using 
all our electric appliances very 
much. — August Schuette, Walsh- 
ville. 

WITH OUR EMPLOYEES 
Mrs. Gracie Krone has recently 

resumed her duties in the Billing 
Department, and Mrs. Wilma Em¬ 
mons has recently been employed 
to assist in the Billing Depart¬ 
ment. 

NEW APPLIANCES 
Water Heaters — Lindall Aust¬ 

wick, Carlinville; Pete Matvey, Mt. 
Olive; James Shultz, Shipman; Har¬ 
old P. Burger, Carlinville; Edgar 
Unvergazt, Bunker Hill; Virgil 
Armour, Raymond; Charles More¬ 
house, Butler; Paul Kuebrick, Jer¬ 
seyville; Theo. F. Moeller, Butler; 
R. J. Perry, Brighton. 

NEWS FROM 
Clay Electric 
Cooperative 

Flora, Illinois 

Elmo A. Cates, Mgr. 

Elmo A. Cates 

Telephone Numbers 
Office (8 a.m. to 5 p.m.) Flora, 78R 

Homes (Night or Sunday) 
E. A. Cates Flora 389J 
James Erwin Flora 312J 

Henry Mix Flora Rural 8F31 
W tr ★ 

Construction of our F and G 
section by contractor is progres¬ 
sing very nicely now that the 
weather has settled. He should be 

able to complete 

the job in the 

next sixty days. 
We hope by 
that time to 
have power 
available to en¬ 
ergize all lines 
constructed by 
him. 

Our force account construction 
crew have about finished with the 
new sub-station and conversion. We 
will now be ready to commence con¬ 
struction of the balance of the lines 
on the F and G section. 

Operations 
We have begun our annual job of 

trimming the trees along our ex¬ 
isting line. Practically all the trees 
adjacent to our energized 7200 Volt 
line must be trimmed to keep down 
a source of outage and line loss. We 
ask the cooperation of all you mem¬ 
bers, as well as the non-members 
whose property we cross, in getting 
this job done efficiently. 

APPLIANCE USERS 
Following is a list of members 

using stoves and water heaters 
since our last report: 

Adam Klingler, stove; Lindall 
Lewis, water heater; Harry 

Johnson, range; George Martin, 
range and water heater; Orvell 
Jorgenson, range; Ray Blackwell, 
range; Eugene Krutsinger, range; 
Fred Heitman, water heater; 
Junior Habbe, water heater. 

Annual Meeting 
Those of you who failed to attend 

our annual meeting February 8 
really missed a good meeting as 
you have probably already heard 
from your neighbor who did attend. 
In addition to the reports of the 
officials and management, there 
was a major address by Noble D. 
Wrinkle, regional head of the ap¬ 
plications and loans division of 
REA. 

For entertainment, the grade 
school band, led by Miss Mary Kay 
Schouten, did a wonderful job. One 
of our directors, Mr. Jacob Coggan, 
and son put on a black-face novelty 
act accompanied at the piano by 
Mrs. Coggan. This act was very 
much enjoyed by all present, the 
only complaint being it didn’t last 
long enough. 

All members present received a 
gift. Following is a list of some of 
the outstanding gifts furnished by 
the suppliers and the local appli¬ 
ance dealers: 

Norris Pickle, clock;.Lyle Adams, 
clock; Harmon Gould, automatic 
iron; Mary Wende, coffee maker; 
Mrs. Garfield Cooper, popcorn 
popper; Ralph Herrick, stock tank 
de-icer; N. H. Huffman, clock; F. 
M. Leack, coffee maker; Cleo Reed, 
coffee maker; W. E. Brooks, hot 
plate; Robert Pierson, hot plate. 

Ethel Frost, hot plate; Ray 
Kessler, coffee maker; Ellis Hall, 
coffee maker; Ruth Lewis, door 
chimes; J. O. Tolliver, time switch; 
Mrs. Wm. Richardson, clock; H. 
Colclasure, gallon floor wax; Guy 
Bible, gallon floor cleaner; Ralph 
Smith, $10; C. F. Montgomery, iron; 
Chas. Dueker, fifty chicks, 
a grill were also given but we failed 

A coffee maker, two irons, and 
to get the names of the members 
who got them. 

You should start now planning 
to attend the next annual meeting 
to be held the second Tuesday, 
February, 1950. 

Employees 
If you notice one of our main¬ 

tenance men with head back and 
chest out, stepping high, think 
nothing of it. It is just our line 
foreman, James Lee Erwin, whose 
wife presented him with an eight 
and a half pound son February 10. 
He will answer to the name of 
Junior. 

Before Buying, Judge for 
Yourself Type of Washer 
To Meet Your Needs 

(From Page Eight) 
With a floor drain, a gravity 

drain on the washer—an outlet for 
water at bottom of tub—is satis¬ 
factory. Be sure outlet is threaded 
so a hose can be screwed on. 

To Get A Good Value 
You can usually judge for your¬ 

self whether a washer will be 
easy to operate, easy to care for. 
You can find out how big a load 
it will take, what special features 
it offers. But in materials and con¬ 
struction many values are hidden. 
You won’t be able to tell how good 
a washing job the machine will do 
or how long it will last. 

Look for the seal of the Under¬ 
writer’s Laboratories on any 
washer you buy—it stands for 
safety. It means that the motor 
and all the electrical connections 
have been approved as safe. 

Best assurance of getting a good 
value is to buy a washer made by 
a reliable manufacturer. With a 
machine of dependable make you 
can expect a satisfactory return 
in service for your money. 

Hens of average or below-aver- 
age production will respond to arti¬ 
ficial lights most effectively. Inher¬ 
ently high-producing hens will lay 
well during the winter months with¬ 
out the extra stimulus of light. 

Chlordane, the new insecticide, is 
about equal to DDT in toxicity to 
mammals. 
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HERE’S A SIMPLE way to build a pig brooder. Simply nail a beam across the corner of the barn high 
enough from the floor so that the pigs can crawl under it to reach the sow, yet so the hog cannot accidentally 
crush them. 

Shown in this pig brooder is the Duzz-All Infra-Red Generator which is advertised in this issue. It emits 
heat rays which keep the pigs warm and dry and prevents the sow from becoming chilled. 

something to reflect the heat. 
Heat requirements vary 

according to seasonal tem¬ 
perature, but in general a 
250-watt lamp is sufficient, 

necessary. The little pigs will 
run for the electric light in¬ 
stead of the sow, once they 
have been trained. 

The REA suggest that the 
sow be placed in the pen a 
day or so before farrowing 
and that the lamp be turned 
on in the brooder several 
hours before the pigs arrive. 

R is advisable to block the 
brood entrance for several 
hours after the pigs arrive, to 
make sure that they keep warm 
and dry. 

Heat ordinarily should be 
kept on continuously for 10 
days, not including the time 
before the arrival of the pigs. 
If the weather is cold, this may 
be extended to two weeks, or 
as long as is thought necessary. 

There is no fire hazard in 
connection with the use of 
the brooders. Electric heat 
is steady and reliable. There 
is no danger of overheating. 
Readers of Illinois REA 

News interested in making a 
Homemade Electric Pig 
Brooder can obtain a pamphlet 
on the subject by writing the 
Power Use Editor of the paper. 
Instructions for obtaining the 
pamphlet will be found else¬ 
where on the Electricity at 
Work page of this issue. 

Free Pamphlets 
The pamphlets listed be¬ 

low may be of value to you. 
Just send a STAMPED, 
SELF-ADDRESSED envel¬ 
ope to Power Use Editor, 
Illinois REA News, Box 
1180, Springfield, Illinois. 

Homemade Electric Pig 
Brooder 

How to Make a Motor 
Table 

Make your own Egg 
Cooler 

Water in your Garden 

Still Pumping Water By 
Hand? Electricity Can 
Do It For You Cheaply 

For A Modern Home .... Install A 

SEPTIC TANK 
• Precast Concrete 

• Steel Reinforced 

• 550 Gallon Capacity 

Factory-made circular, con¬ 

crete septic tank, ready for in¬ 

stallation. Capacity 550 gal¬ 

lons, large enough for average 

rural family use. Conforms to 

requirements of State Depart¬ 

ment of- Public Health. 

Manufactured, Delivered and Installed by the following 
Companies—contact one nearest you for free details: 

Peter P. Bonaguro Mortarless Masonry Co. 
1126 Seldon Street 2150 Enterprise Street 
Rockford, Illinois Springfield, Illinois 

Rudd Concrete Products Co. 
Illiopolis, Illinois 
Phone 44R3 

Klueter Brothers 
Guy Warner Rural Route No. 2 
Mahomet, Illinois Edwardsville, Illinois 

Homemade Brooders Can 
Cut Losses Substantially 

reliable. There is no danger 
of over heating. It will pay 
any farmer to build and in¬ 
stall an electric pig brooder 
in any wired outbuilding 
that is weather-proof and 
otherwise suitable for brood- 
ing. 
Farmers can profit from the 

experience of Lawrence E. 
Strohman, member of the 
Farmers Mutual Electric Com¬ 
pany, Geneseo. Strohman has 
six one-litter brooders and an¬ 
other brooder large enough for 
32 pigs. 

Mr. Strohman made the one- 
litter brooders by nailing a 
two-by-four, measuring four 
feet long, on each side of the 
corner of the brooder house at 
a distance of 15 inches from 
the floor. Insulating board was 
placed over these to provide 
a "ceiling” and a hole for the 
lamp was made in the insulat¬ 
ing board. 

A guard rail was built so 
that the sow would not climb 
upon the brooder. (From his 
experience of the past year, 
Strohman recommends that 
the ceiling be made of wood 
or tin; the insulating board 
cannot support enough 
weight to prevent breaking 
through/ 

The Geneseo farmer sug¬ 
gests that the lamp be placed 
fairly far in the brooder cor¬ 
ner so that the pigs can have 
room to move about freely 
when they get too warm. 

It is easy to train the pigs 
to use the brooder. They can 
be placed in the brooder by 
hand until they learn to go by 
themselves. In some cases it 
will be sufficient to place the 
pigs under the brooder only 
once or twice; in other cases a 
day or two of training will be 

Editor’s Note: Because of 
the great interest shown in 
farm water systems, the Ill¬ 
inois REA News will pub¬ 
lish a series of articles cover¬ 
ing various aspects of the 
subject. This is the first in 
that series. 
Are you still pumping water 

by hand? Electricity can do it 
for you. Next to lighting, water 
pumping is possibly the most 

hand or drawn with a bucket, 
and carried by hand to the 
places where it is used. Elec¬ 
tricity can do this lifting and 
carrying and can do it cheaply. 

Few families realize how 
much time they spend and 
how much work they do in 
pumping and carrying water. 
Many families use an aver¬ 
age of about 6 gallons per 
person each day. Each cow. 

Five cents worth of electricity will pump and deliver about 1,000 gal¬ 
lons of water to the place where it is used. That's why a water pump is 
such a boon to farm living. 

valuable use of electricity on 
your farm. 

Water and food are among 
the most important things in 
life. No life exists without 
them. Yet the water used on 
most farms is still pumped by 

horse, or mule drinks 10 to 
15 gallons each day. Each 
hog drinks a couple of gal¬ 
lons, and each 100 laying 
hens drink 2 or 3 gallons. 
Then in addition, water is 
(Continued on Page Fourteen) 

Homemade Pig Brooders can 
cut pig losses. These simple 
devices are a boon to the farm¬ 
ers having sows farrowing in 
cold weather. The electric heat 
provided by the brooders pre¬ 
vent chilling when the weather 
is cold and damp. They also 
reduce the chances of the pigs 
being crushed by the sows. 

Records show that three- 
fourths of all pig losses, in¬ 
cluding both death and crippl¬ 
ing, occur within two days 
after farrowing. Electric brood¬ 
ing cuts these losses at least in 
half. The brooders save farm¬ 
ers at least one pig in each lit¬ 
ter. 

To make an electric brooder 
only some lumber is needed 
along with an electric lamp and 
Electric heat is steady and 

At Last! Amazing 

All-Purpose Infra-Red 

Generator! 

H¥AT¥AYS 
for use throughout 

Farm and Home shown in photo 
Every farm and home should have this 
miracle electric heat ray generator. A few 
uses of DUZZ-ALL are to: relieve muscu¬ 
lar pains, injuries, nfections, swellings 
(man or beast); dry hair, clothes, painted 
surfaces, etc.; raise temperature and drive 
out dampness at baby’s crib, cellar, garage, 
bam; heat bathroom, sickbed; start cold 
auto and tractor motors; thaw pipes, fro¬ 
zen radiators; use as brooder for fowl, 
animals; etc. KEEP FOR EMERGENCY. 

The DUZZ-ALL 
Portable—Approved cy U.L.—Shatterproof 
Weighs only 5)4 lb.—easy to carry about. 
Can stand up, hang from ceiling or any¬ 
where. Will withstand jolts. No"glass bulbs 
or delicate filaments that break; no bright 
glow to bother eyes or keep one awake. 
APPROVED BY UNDERWRITERS’ 
LABORATORIES. 15" diameter; bracket 
18" overall height. 110-120 volts AC-DC. 
500 watts (200-750 watts available at no 
extra cost). Complete with 10 ft. rubber- 
insulated cord and heavy duty plug. Ele¬ 
ments Guaranteed to burn day and night for 
I year or its equivalent. Order today, one 
or more. Special discounts for several. 
w ONLY $19.95-SENT PREPAID 
Send for free circular, WRITE NOW! 

TKU11SEU ASSOCIATES 
Dept. A4, 18Q N. Wacker, Chicago 

♦ 
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On the night of March 9th dur¬ 
ing the snow storm one-third of 
the members receiving service 
from the Trenton Substation were 
out of power from 9:15 p. m. to 
12:30 a. m. the 10th. After we re¬ 
ceived the calls about the outage 
we immediately started patrolling 
our lines. We found that the lines 
were O. K. so the substation was 

checked. It was 

found that noth¬ 
ing was wrong 
on our side of 

| the s u b s t ation. 
We found that 

: the Power Com- 
[ pany feeding our 

u b s t ation had 
J. H. Heimann one phase of its 

three-Phase Line dead; this is un¬ 
usual as normally when on its line 
one phase has an outage all three 
phases are put out of service. We 
made temporary connections to 
give service to all members. After 
getting snow bound around 1:30 
a. m. we finally got our trucks out 
around 7 a. m. 

We checked with the Power 
Company and they were quite 
sure there was no trouble on 
its system but one of its men 
went with us to our substation 
and found that one phase had 
no power. After patrolling its 
line, it was discovered one line 
clamp had not been properly 
tightened and with the strong 
wind of the night before had 
come loose. In order to tighten 
this clamp another interruption 
to service had to be made this 
was made from 5 to 6 p. m. 
when the entire Trenton sub¬ 
station was off and the clamp 
was properly tightened. 
We take this opportunity to 

thank Joe Kollman for all the in¬ 
conveniences and effort he made 
to pull our snow bound truck and 
car on the evening of March 10th. 
At 2 a. m. Mr. Kollman got out of 
bed and during the snow blizzard 
tried to pull us out of the drift. At 
3 a. m. after everyone was frozen 
stiff, it was decided it was no use. 
Mr. Kollman then took the men to 
his home and made hot coffee and 
lunch. This was really appreciat¬ 
ed. At about 6, he took his trac¬ 
tor and pulled the equipment out 
of the snowdrifts to make it possi¬ 
ble for everyone to go home. This 
is the kind of cooperative spirit 
that makes your cooperative very 
successful. 

NEW APPLIANCES 
Stoves—Armin C. Rick, Earl Al¬ 

len, Frank Issak, Wilmer Schlich- 
ter, Arthur W. Renth, Philip 
Golder, Louis Schmitz, Herman 
Schemel, Vincent Langenhorst. 

Water Heaters—Vincent Langen¬ 
horst, Louis Schmitz, Arthur W. 
Renth, Alfred Hanke, Addin Tyber- 
endt, Ben Deerhake. 

Irons — John Orrell, Wilmer 
Schlichter, Arthur W. Renth, Vin- 

Blue Line 

TOOLS 

No. 209 
Drill 

$12.95 

$34.95 

(less 
drill) 

Write tor Soln 
tool wari 

oataloo 

Lightor, handier 
lest esstly, 1 
Speedway Drills 
ideal for farms, 
rages, general 
struetion and it 
aeo. Powerful, 
life, fan cooled 
tor. Sturdy die 
aluminum case, 
steel gears. ! 
lubricating beari 
Will give years 
service. 
Sold by leading b 
ware and Implei 
dealers. 

MANUFACTURING CO. 
1839 S. 52nd Ave.. Cicero. III. 

cent Langenhorst, Wm. C. See- 
feldt. 

Radios — Vincent Langenhorst, 
Louis Schmitz, Arthur W. Renth, 
Chester Jolliff, Wilmer Schlichter. 

Sewing Machines—George Rak¬ 
ers, Wilmer Schlichter. 

Stock Pump—Chas. Conrad, Ar¬ 
thur Renth. 

Refrigerators — Vincent Langen¬ 
horst, Louis Schmitz, Arthur W. 
Renth, N. E. Manley, Ray Roper, 
Fred Hoffman, Armin C. Rick, Wil¬ 
mer Schlichter. 

Water Systems — Chas. Conrad, 
Wilmer Schlichter, Addin Tyber- 
endt, Ben Deerhake, Edward San- 
tel, Arthur W. Renth, Louis 
Schmitz, Alfred Hanke. 

Clocks — Vincent Langenhorst, 
Arthur W. Renth, Wm. C. Seefeldt. 

Vacuums—Ralph Hemminghaus, 
Carl Sohn, Louis Schmitz, Ray 
Roper. 

Washing Machines — Arthur W. 
Renth, Wilmer Schlichter. 

Milking.. M a c h i n e — Wilmer 
Schlichter. 

Deep Freeze — Chas. E. Orrell, 
Sr., Wilmer Schlichter, Glen Heinz- 
mann, Arnold Emig, Herman Wild- 
haber, Louis Rolves, Arthur W. 
Renth, Louis Schmitz. 

Brooders—Vincent Langenhorst. 
Toasters—Clarence Leicht, Louis 

Schmitz. 
Stokers — Louis Schmitz, Alfred 

Hanke, Matt Berberick. 
Milk Coolers—Arthur W. Renth, 

Wilmer Schlichter. 
Mixmasters—Wm. Fischer, Wil¬ 

mer Schlichter. 
Soldering Iron—Wm. C. Seefeldt. 
Heater—Arthur W. Renth. 
Congratulations to Mr. and Mrs. 

Joseph Huelsmann on the arrival 
of a baby girl, Elaine Sue, on 
March 4th. Mr. Huelsmann is line¬ 
man for this cooperative. 

NEWS FROM 

Rural Electric 
Divernon. ID. 

RALPH V. WHITE, Mgr. 

This time of the year many peo¬ 
ple are moving from our lines or 
else to another location served by 
your Cooperative. If you are mov¬ 
ing be sure and notify us the date 
you move, the meter reading, the 
name of the people moving in and 
your final bill address. If you are 

moving to anoth¬ 

er farm on the 
system be sure 
and read the me¬ 
ter at this new 
location and the 
date you expect 
to move in. 

A charge of 
Ralph White $2.50 will be 

made in the event our men have 
to make a second trip to a new 
member’s premises to put in a 
meter and collect a membership. 
COME TO THE OFFICE, make ap¬ 
plication and pay the $5.00 mem¬ 
bership fee. 

TO RESET BREAKER 
Listed below we have four im¬ 

portant steps to follow in resetting 
an automatic circuit breaker: 

1. If a circuit breaker switch 
jumps to the “off” position and will 
not remain in the “on” position 
when pushed up, leave it in the 
“off” position. 

2. Disconnect all electric appli¬ 
ances and try the switch; if it stays 
on, connect your appliances, one by 
one, checking the switch after con¬ 
necting each appliance. 

3. If you find that the switch 
jumps off after connecting a certain 
appliance, leave this appliance dis¬ 
connected and have it checked by 
an electrician. 

4. If your circuit breaker switch 
will not stay on after disconnect¬ 
ing all appliances, leave it off and 
contact an electrician or your co¬ 
operative. 

In several cases, our members 
have ealled reporting their lights 

were out. They checked their house 
fuses, etc. Our boys leave as soon 
as possible to locate the cause of 
this outage. In the meantime, the 
member discovers the pole breaker 
switch has been thrown to the “off” 
position; they “click” it back on 
and by the time the boys arrive all 
the lights are on again. This was 
another unnecessary trip and an 
added expense to your cooperative. 
Be sure and check your pole break¬ 
er switch along with your house 
fuses before calling your Coopera¬ 
tive. 

DO YOU KNOW? 

What one kilowatt-hour will do? 
Light a 40-watt lamp for 25 hours. 
Run a flatiron for 2 hours. 
Pump 1,000 gallons of water from 

a shallow well. 
Wash 70 pounds of clothes. 
Refrigerate food for 18 hours. 
Run a radio for 15 hours. 
Run a vacuum cleaner for 3 

hours. 
Cook a meal on an electric range. 
Run a sewing machine for 8 

hours. 
Tell time for 20 days. 
Operate a mangle for 50 minutes. 
Take care of doorbells for a 

month and one-half. 
Toast bread for 8 mornings. 

MANUFACTURER OF THIS prefabricated bathroom claims it is 
cheaper than the ordinary-on-the job installation. The unit comes ready to 
attach to the house. 

Prefabricated Bathroom Can 
Be Added To House In Day 

A bathroom that can be attached to a farm home in one 
day is the latest development in prefabricated building construc¬ 
tion. Developed by a Indiana manufacturer, the bathroom 
comes as a complete, packaged unit. 

According to the manufacturer, after the bathroom is set 
in place, there are only four simple connections to be made— 
three plumbing and one for 

THANKS 
We should like to quote letters 

and parts of letters we have re¬ 
ceived in the past few months: 

Arch Roller, Waverly, “thanks us 
for the service in the past years." 

Mr. and Mrs. Edgar Sutton, Gir¬ 
ard, write the following: 

“Gentlemen: We take this as a 
means of expressing our thanks for 
everything that was done to get 
the electricity in for our folks, Mr. 
and Mrs. J. H. Fox, in such a short 
time. We were very much surpris¬ 
ed when they phoned saying the 
poles were being set. They are 
really delighted over it and the 
children are very grateful to the 
REA.” 

Mrs. L. T. Funderburk, Glenarm, 
wishes to thank us lor the nice day 
she had at our annual meeting. 

Roscoe Pitchford, Girard, writes: 
“Dear Sirs: I’m writing a few lines 
because I imagine the co-op is 
about like most business. When 
everything is running along 
smoothly people are satisfied and 
never say much; but let something 
go wrong and everyone calls. 

“I wish to extend my thanks in 
appreciation of the new trans¬ 
formers that were installed in 
place of the one that gave service 
to Chas. Anderson and myself. He 
says his lights and service are much 
better; and mine are very much 
so. I haven’t any flickering when 
the water pressure system starts 
and runs. In the television radio 

electricity. Of course, provi¬ 
sion must be made for attach¬ 
ing the bathroom to the exist¬ 
ing dwelling. 

In addition, it is claimed 
that the pre-fabricated unit 
when installed will be cheap¬ 
er than the same unit made 
by present on-the-job assem¬ 
bly methods. 
The unit is made of frame 

and plywood construction with 
a linoleum interior floor cov¬ 
ering. The fixtures are con¬ 
nected with cast brass fittings 
with exposed portions chrome 
plated. The tub and lavatory 

we don’t have interference from 
Mr. Alderson’s refrigerator as we 
did before. So I’m saying ‘thank 
you’ for this service.” 

are white porcelain enamel 
pressed steel; the toilet and 
tank are white china. 

A shower is provided in 
the unit, as are a linen clo¬ 
set, medicine cabinet, and 
electric heater with fan. The 
walls are Marlite finished. 
An electric light is placed 
above the medicine cabinet. 
It now appears that a farm 

home with electricity and an 
adequate water and sewage 
system but with primitive out¬ 
side bathroom facilities can 
now have, without sacrificing 
any space, or without too 
much alteration of the present 
structure, a modern bathroom 
with the minimum of construc¬ 
tion problems. 

• ■ x • > 

Your Barn 
Electrically! 

■ LOW IN COST 

■ SIMPLE TO INSTALL 

■ FULLY AUTOMATIC 

■ SAVES LABOR AND TIME 

■ HIGHLY EFFICIENT 
Write for free 

literature and estimate 

EAU CLAIRE EQUIPMENT CO 515 North Michigan St 
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NEWS FROM 
Adams 

Camp Point, 111. 

DEAN SEARLS, Supt. 

A few months ago we suggested 

that you make a list of the number 

of electric appliances which you 

are using. Several of you pre¬ 

pared such a list and submitted it 

to our office. One of our members, 
living near Ursa, sent us a list 
which numbered 87 separate appli¬ 
ances. When he submited this list 
to us he made this remark: “as 
you stated, ‘you will be surprised,' 
and I was.” 

After you read this list, you can 
easily see why this farm family 
F    is so dependent 

upon a continu- 
|| ous flow of elec- 

mi.:: M trie current and 
1 |F2; proper voltage, 
f This is the rea- 
j son why your 

JWW'co-operative is 
installing two 

Dean Searls new substations 
and building heavy feeder lines. 
Our construction crews are build¬ 
ing new lines at a rapid pace, 
which adds load to our system. At 
the same time, our other members 
are adding new electric equipment 
which is placing an ever-increasing 
load on our facilities. 

These are many problems which 
are encountered in the management 
of a co-operative. One which causes 
us much difficulty is that of se¬ 
curing proper clearances and right 
of ways for our heavy feeder lines. 
You cannot build a paved highway 
which will render you good service 
on a 30 foot right-of-way. Neither 
can your co-operative build a ,',eavy 
feeder line to provide uninterrupted 
service on a right of way which is 
not cleared of trees and other brush. 
Will you please help us to provide 
adequate right-of-ways for our 
highways of electric service? 

Here is the list of appliances we 
were talking about: 

House: 18 lamps, 2 clocks, 2 fans, 
2 toasters, 1 mixer, 1 scissors, 3 
3 radios, 1 refrigerator, 1 stove, 
2 coffeemakers, 1 corn popper, 2 
electric comforters, 1 train, 1 motor, 
1 iron, 1 ironer, 1 stoker, 2 sweep¬ 
ers, 1 electric santa claus, 2 Wood- 
burning sets, 2 electric pads, 1 
washing machine, 2 flood lamps, 
1 water supply, 9 Christmas light 
sets, and 8 electric Christmas can¬ 
dles. 

Outdoor Appliances: 9 motors, 1 
welder, 1 fence charger, 1 trouble 
light, 2 vent fans, 1 drill, 1 solder¬ 
ing iron, 1 combination sprayer and 
duster. 

The listing is closed and we be¬ 
lieve this establishes a record. If 
you can surpass this list, we would 
be glad to hear from you, how¬ 
ever. 

KWH CONSUMPTION 
We have a hard time explaining 

to our members why their and 
their neighbors’ meter readings are 
different from month to month, al¬ 
though they both have the same 
appliances. There are many rea¬ 
sons for the difference, such as 
the refrigerator. No two refrigera¬ 
tors will run the same length of 
time per cycle. The amount of 
storage space in the box itself has 
its effect, the way the appliances 
are abused, such as placing of hot 
foods and dishes in for cooling, the 
length of time, the number of times 
the door is opened. All these have 
their effect on the meter reading 
each month. 

No two homes have the same 

system of washing and ironing. 

Some women can do their 

washing and ironing in a mini¬ 

mum of time. This is, of course, 
cheapest. Some people heat 
their iron several times before 

WHEN THEY SAY Clinton County Electric Cooperative, they really 
mean cooperative. Here Manager Joe Heimann and Power Use Adviser 
Bob Vanderpluym, give the Farm Bureau at Breese a hand in erecting this 
huge gasoline storage tank. The picture was taken just after the 20 foot 
tank was raised off the ground by the hoist on the Breese co-op truck aided 
by a tractor and another truck. 

Manager Heimann is about to descend from top of tank after detaching 
cable. Vanderpluym holds the ladder. P.S. He made it in one piece. 

the ironing is completed. This 

is more costly. 

The wattage of bulbs and the 
number of hours used has its ef¬ 
fect also. So, please do not com¬ 
pare your kilowatt hour consump¬ 
tion with your neighbors’ and ex¬ 
pect them to be the same because 
each family has its own particu¬ 
lar living habits and each will have 
its direct bearing on the amount 
of electricity consumed. 

NEED AN INSPECTION? 

Along with the above article 
comes a very helpful suggestion. 
If you feel that you may have 
defective wiring that may cause 
you a higher bill than necessary, 
you may at any time deposit a 
$2.50 inspection fee and have your 
farmstead wiring completely check¬ 
ed by our inspectors and a list 
of the improvements and correc¬ 
tions to be made to improve your 
wiring for a safe and efficient job 
of serving you. 

Any two wires will serve your 
appliances with a certain amount 
of electricity to operate given 
lights or motors, but how efficiently 
and safely is another story. Many 
bills are too high for this reason. 
We know they are, but it is up to 
the members to do their own 
correcting and we can help you 
only by this inspection. We will 
list all improvements to be made 
and you can have your electrician 
carry out the details and work 
which we know will improve your 
service and the kilowatt hour con¬ 
sumption. 

HOME ECONOMICS 

A cooking school was held in 
the Sugar Grove Methodist Church 
on March 8th for a group of home¬ 
makers. An oven meal was pre¬ 
pared, also Boston Baked Beans in. 
the well cooker. Surface cooking 
and braising were demonstrated on 
a push-button range furnished by 
the Penney Store of Mt. Sterling. 
Mrs. Geneva Kunkel from the 
Penney Store of Mt. Sterling as¬ 
sisted Miss Sargent. 

On February 21st electric cook¬ 
ing demonstrations were given for 
the Future Home Makers and a 
Home Economics Class in Mendon 
High School. 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

Mr. and Mrs. Ben Baker, of 
Route 2, Ursa, are the proud par¬ 
ents of a baby daughter, born 
February 10th. 

By the time you receive this issue 
of the Illinois REA News, you will 
probably have made a garden, or at 
least the most of you farmers will 
have made some progress that way, 
and to we folks who live in town, 
and quite a number of that group 

have no place in 
which to dig in 
the dirt, and 
which certainly 
is a distinct loss, 
as there is some- 
thhng grand 
about digging in 
the ground, 
planting seed and 

watching it grow into mature plants, 
and the anticipation of a good gar¬ 
den or harvest later is something to 
look forward to. • 

Anyway, we have noticed this 
fact back over the years, that 
prices go up and down, yields 
and harvests are disappointing a 
lot of times, yet give the farmer 
a few pretty sunshiny days and 
he will hitch his belt up another 
notch, and start all over again 
for another crop. If that was not 
a fact, we folk who live in town 
might not enjoy the nice things 
that are produced on our farms. 

Well folks, it has been a pretty 
nasty spell the past two months, the 
weather man fooled us all the fore 
part of the winter and got his 
seasons all mixed up and we had 
wonderful mild weather and then 
all of a sudden we came face to 
face with quite a siege of it, and that 
reminds us of what we started out 
to talk about. 

CONSTRUCTION PROGRESS 

Our construction force has not 
stopped at all, however, we have 
been sort of slowed down somewhat, 
since this wet streak we have been 
having, which would not permit us 
to get off the highways to set poles, 
however we had enough set ahead 
of the wire crews that they have 
never been stopped for lack of poles 
in the air. 

Our -'D” section is rapidly winding 
up, as we have completed all lines 
in the Mulkeytown, Christopher area 
and are completing the lines in the 
Akin-Macedonia area of Franklin 
county and by the time you receive 
this item all the “D” section lines in 

Art Lentz 

Franklin county will have been com¬ 

pleted and energized and along with 

these regular extensions we have 

built a large number of short exten¬ 

sions by “Force Account” along in 

the same area. 

Our Hardin county crews are com¬ 
pleting the lines in Leamington Area 
of Gallatin county and they should 
all be completed shortly. 

Lines in the Webb School area 
of Johnson county are nearing 
completion and poles have been 
hauled on the line between Simp- 
son-Robbs, and South into the 
Flat Woods area of Johnson 
county and if weather conditions 
permit, we expect to have them 
ready for the conductor within 
the next two weeks. 

New Lines in the Galatin area in 
Saline county have all been com¬ 
pleted and energized, and our crews 
are working in areas in south part of 
Saline county in Somerset communi¬ 
ty, as well as Stonefort area of both 
Saline and Williamson counties, 
which about cleans up the “D” sec¬ 
tion with exception of some addi¬ 
tional lines in Hardin county, in 
Hicks-Karbers Ridge group as well 
as quite a number of miles in the 
area of the Old Iron Furnaces along 
“Hog Thief Creek.” 

The line in the “old river road" 
community between Cave In Rock 
and Elizabethtown has been held up 
due to the fact that the river has 
been over several stretches in the 
low places and we had to wait until 
the water went down before that 
could be finished, however, a part of 
it has been completed and ener¬ 
gized. 

REHABILITATION WORK 

Our men from Cave In Rock have 
been working on the 2300 Volt line 
serving Glendale community, includ¬ 
ing the University of Illinois turkey 
farm, and the village of Robbs, 
changing over the old line built be¬ 
fore REA came thru that area, and 
formerly served from a generating 
plant owned by A. L. Robbs at 
Robbs, but which since has been 
abandoned, and has been served some 
eight years now from our lines from 
a substation located at the Univer¬ 
sity Administration Bldg. 

This system consisted of 10 miles 
of 2300 volt line, and we are com¬ 
pleting the change over to 7200 volt, 
up to the village limits of Robbs and 
the new substation is being built at 
Robbs instead of five miles away. 
This has necessitated some inter¬ 
ruptions to this community’s service 
but we hope to have the work all 
completed by the time you read this. 
One of the old lines will be aban¬ 
doned and the poles removed to 
clear the way for the dirt work for 
the new state highway from Dixon 
Springs to Mitchellville. We moved 
quite a lot of our pole line last year 
for this new road work, and they 
expect to start the final dirt work 
just as soon as settled weather will 
permit. 

“L” SECTION 

Our men are rapidly winding up 
the present “D” section and will not 
know when they start on the “L” 
section, as we are building both sec¬ 
tions along together while in the 
area, and will say that several “L” 
section lines have already been com¬ 
pleted. 

NEW TRANSFORMERS 

We have had new transformers 
setting at the location of our Led¬ 
ford substation for quite some time 
and have been waiting for favorable 
weather and ground conditions to per¬ 
mit us to change the present bank of 
of 1000 KVA to 1500 KVA, which 
will require taking the station fence 
down and getting into soft ground to 
move the old ones out and the new 
ones in, and if the ground does not 
dry up soon we will have to “rip- 

I rap” the area with heavy slabs from 
the saw mill and do it anyway. We 
probably will make this change some 
night after midnight when most of 
you are asleep (providing you are 
not working nights, and happen to 
come home between midnight and 
4 A.M.) and you should never 

know unless you notice the electric 
clock “looks crazy.” 

NEW PAY PERIOD 

We mailed you a card this past 
week informing you that you now 
have five more days in which to pay 
your electric bill and so many people 
have mis-interpreted the meaning of 
this card that we will try to explain 
what we mean: 

We are hooking up so many new 
members each month that it has be¬ 
come impossible for the billing de¬ 
partment to get the bills out with 
the five days as formerly that we 
had to do this: 

“If you read You will pay 
your meter. your bill.” 

Reading date 5th ..20th to 31st 
Reading date 20th .. 5th to 15th 
Some of our members have be¬ 

come confused and think that they 
have to read their meter now twice 
a month, which is not the case at 
all. You will read your meter the 
same as you have been doing, but it 
always requires about five days for 
the cards to reach us after they are 
read before we can start billing, there¬ 
fore, with the ever increasing num¬ 
ber of accounts to be billed, we sim¬ 
ply had to give the billing department 
more time to get the bills out. 

DELINQUENT ACCOUNTS 

We are warning you again that 
we are “bearing down” on all de¬ 
linquent accounts and if you simply 
overlook paying your electric bill, 
you run the risk of having to pay 
a service call of $2.50 to collect the 
account or having your service dis¬ 
connected. Our service men don’t 
know how "good you are,” and their 
orders are to “collect or disconnect,"1 

so please cooperate with us and help 
us to keep our \operating costs at the 
lowest figure possible, that we may 
keep your rates where they are, as 
electric rates are bound to get higher 
if other costs are allowed to increase. 
(By the way, the $2.50 service 
charge, does not begin to pay the 
cost of sending a man out to see you, 
so we don’t want him to have to go 
for it costs us as well as you). 

NEW APPLIANCES 

Oh Yes, Oh Yes, Oh Yes, Elec¬ 
tric ranges are going into rural homes 
by the dozens each week, and to 
prove it we have had to put on 
another three man crew that has 
done nothing else but change out 
transformers and run additional third 
wires to accomodate pew ranges. 
Now don’t misunderstand us, we 
didn’t say they were all Westing- 
house Electric Ranges, for you will 
remember that over the past several 
months we have repeatedly asked 
you to check with your “local deal¬ 
er” first and then if he could not 
supply you with an electric range, of 
proven quality, backed by a manu¬ 
facturer’s guarantee that meant 
something, a dealer, whose word was 
as good as his note, and one who 
looked after the product he sold, 
then see "Little Joe” for he still has a 
good stock of Westinghouse Electric 
Ranges and Refrigerators. And while 
they last he is offering New 1948 
models as “floor samples” (still in 
factory crates) at a considerable re¬ 
duced price, and we would not be 
surprised if by the time this issue 
reaches you, he will have closed out 
this 1948 stock, as they are moving 
rapidly. 

And if you are not interested in a 
saving of $40 to $50 on a 1948 
model, then he will be glad to show 
you the latest Westinghouse Range 
or refrigerator on the market and 
once you have used an electric 
range you will wonder “how” you 
ever got along without an electric 
range. They are wonderful, ask any 
woman who has one. But remember, 
Little Joe only sells Westinghouse. 
He also has a good stock of wiring 
supplies and fixtures, Come in and 
"browse around”, Joe would like to 
meet you. 

SATURDAY AFTERNOON 
CLOSING 

We appreciate your whole-hearted 
acceptance of our Saturday after¬ 
noon closing of the office, and can’t 
see that it has made any difference 
in our public relations. Many thanks 
for this good cooperation. 
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PEN PALS 

Join the Fun! 

Our Pen Pal Club is growing by 

leaps and bounds. Hurry and join 

the fun. All you do is write a let¬ 

ter. We print it. Then boys and 

girls all over the state write to 

you. And you answer all the let¬ 

ters you get. Don’t wait another 

day to get some friends by mail. 

Write to some of the Pen Pals 

listed below and send in your let¬ 

ter (and picture too, if you have 

one) to: 

Kay Conlan 

Junior REA News 

Box 1180 

Springfield, Illinois 

♦ * * 
Edith Enjoys Reading 

This is my first letter to the Jun¬ 

ior REA News. I am a girl 17 

years old and my birthday is Octo¬ 
ber 27. I weigh 117 pounds and I 

am five feet, six inches tall. I 

have blonde hair and blue eyes. My 

hobbies are reading and riding my 

i bicycle and writing letters. I live 

on a small farm with my Mother, 
Father, and Grandfather. I would 

like boys and girls from 16 on up 

to write to me, so come on and fill 

my mailbox.—Edith Marie Green, 

R. R. 1, Havana, 111. 
★ ★ nr 

. Collects Salt Shakers 

This is my first letter to the Jun¬ 

ior REA News. I am 13 years old. 

I have dark brown hair and blue 

eyes. I weigh 75 pounds and I am 

four feet, five inches tall. I’m in 

the eighth grade. I have a brother, 

Gene who is six years old. My 

hobby is collecting salt and pepper 

shakers. I will answer your letters, 

so come on and fill my mailbox.— 

Shirley Wisely, Clayton, 111. 
* * * 

Midget Auto Race Fan 

I am a boy 10 years old. My 

birthday is November 25. I have 

blue eyes and brown hair, and I’m 
four feet, seven inches tall. I’m in 

the fifth grade at school. I live on 

a 127-acre farm and we have four 

saddle horses—Champion, Beauty, 

Ginger and Tricksey. My hobbies 

are horseback riding, playing base¬ 

ball, football and midget auto 

races. I would like boys and girls 

of all ages to write to me.—Jackie 

Hacker, Rural Route 1, Fairbury, 

111. 

* ★ * 

Selma, A Twin 

This is my first letter to the Jun¬ 

ior REA News. I am 13 years old 

and weighs 86 pounds. My birth¬ 

day is August 11 and I am five 

feet, two inches tall. I go to Pan¬ 

tier School anc. am in the eighth 

grade. My hobbies are reading 

jcomie books and writing letters. I 

have a twin sister and two other 

sisters. I have seven brothers. I 

promise I will answer all letters, 

so come on boys and girls, filll my 

mailbox.—Selma Snyder, R. R. No. 
2, Petersburg, 111. 

★ ★ ★ 

Wanda Wants Pen Pals 

I am 12 years old. My birthday 

is July 12. I am five feet, four 

inches tall and weigh 84 pounds. I 

would like to have some Pen Pals 

between 10 and 15 and I promise 

to answer any letter that comes to 

our mailbox. — Wanda Mae Atte- 
berry, Chatswerth, 111. 

★ ★ * 

Sandra Likes Cooking 

I am a girl 10 years old, and my 

birthday is December 19. I have 

blonde hair and blue eyes. I am 

four feet, four inches tall. I go to 

Pleasant Grove School and I’m in 

the fifth grade. My teacher’s name 

is Mrs. Gladys Sellars. I have one 
sister, Beverly, and two brothers, 

Bobby and Billy. My hobbies are 

reading, cooking and riding my bi¬ 

cycle. I promise to write to all 

boys and girls between nine and 
12. — Sandra Sanders, R. R. 1, 

Thompsonville, 111. 
★ W * 

An Eighth Grader 

I have brown eyes and brown 

hair. I'm five feet, two inches tall 

and weigh 135 pounds. I’m 13 
years old and in 

the eighth grade 

a t Sunnyside 

Grade School. I 

live on a farm 

and have one 
sister and two 

brothers. I 

would like to 
have Pen Pals. So come on, boys and 

girls, fill my mailbox full — Mary 

Maxine Parkhill, R. R. 1, Dahlgren, 

111. ' 
★ * * 

Dresses As Cowgirl 

I am nine years old and I have 

dark blonde hair. I have blue eyes. 

My birthday is October 19. I have 

two sisters. My hobby is dressing 

up in my cowgirl suit. I will 

answer all letters, so come on and 

fill my mailbox. — Darlene Lack- 

scheide, Warsaw, 111. 
★ * * 

Joyce Collects Coins 

This is my first letter to the Jun¬ 
ior REA News. I am 12 years old 

and will be 13, August 24, 1949. I 

have blue eyes, brown hair and a 
fair complexion. I weigh 100 

pounds. I am five feet tall. I col¬ 

lect stamps, coins, Pen Pals, movie 

star photos and many other things. 

I promise to answer all letters re¬ 

ceived. I would like both boys and 

girls from 10 to 16 to write.—Joyce 

Frank, R. R. 1, Buda, 111. 
★ tr * 

Ruth Likes Reading 
I am 12 years old and my birth¬ 

day is February 8. I have brown 

hair and blue eyes and I am five 
feet tall. I weigh 70 pounds. I live 

on a farm northeast of Carbondale. 

I go to the Meisenheimer Grade 

School and I’m in the seventh 

grade. There are three others in 

the class. I like to read books 

best of all. I want to work in a 

store when I get big. I have one 

big brother and one little brother 

and a little sister. I will try to 

answer all letters.—Ruth Ann Hors¬ 

ley, Route 2, Carbondale, 111. 
★ ★ ★ 

Lorettas Second Letter 

This is my second letter to the 

Junior REA News. I am a girl of 

13 and I am five feet three and one- 

half inches tall. , I weigh 103 

pounds. I am in the eighth grade 

and go to Neal School. I have two 
brothers, Charles, 11; Larry, one; 

and three sisters, Janice, nine, Lori- 

ta, seven and Rose Mary, three. I 

live on a 40-acre farm. My birth¬ 

day is October 10. 1 have brown 

hair and blue eyes and medium 
complexion. I have a large mail¬ 

box so come on boys as well as 

girls between 13 and 16, make the 

mailman delive.- me some letters. 

—Loretta Marie Taylor, R. F. D. 1,. 

Box 68, West Frankfort, 111. 
* * * 

Drives A Tractor 

I am 17 years old and my birth¬ 

day was March 31. I have brown 
hair and blue eyes; and I am five 

feet, nine inches 

tall. My hobbies 

are d r i v i n g a 

tractor, and mak¬ 

ing someth ing 

new. Farm boys 
never get 

hrough learn- 

ing. I had five 
acres of corn this year. I went to 

Rushville Community High School 

11 months and left. I like to 

write letters to girls from 15 to 
17. Come on, Pen Pals, write to 

me.—Richard Chapman, R. R. No. 

1, Frederick, 111, 
* * * 

Has Two Horses 

I am a girl 14 years old. I have 

brown hair and brown eyes. I am 

five feet, thre inches tall and 

weigh 110 pounds. My hobby is rid¬ 

ing horses. I have two, so you see 

I have lots of fun. I live on a 67- 

aere farm. I would like boys and 

girls from 14 to 18 to write to me. 

Come on boys and girls, keep me 

busy writing letters. — Mary Lee 

Prine, R. R. No. 2, Godfrey, 111. 
* ★ * 

Velma Likes To Type 

This is my first letter to the Jun¬ 

ior REA News. My hobby is read¬ 

ing biography books. I have brown 

hair and brown eyes. I have one 

sister and two brothers and I am 

using my sister’s typewriter to 

type this letter. I am 11 years old. 
I will try to answer all the letters 

I receive, so come on Pen Pals and 

fill my mailbox.—Velma Lee Child¬ 

ress, Route No. 2, Metropolis, 111. 
* * * 

Gladys’ First Letter 

I am 11 years old and in the 

sixth grade at Pleasant Hill School. 

This is my first letter to the Junior 

REA News. I have blonde hair and 

green eyes. My birthday is July 4. 

I would like to hear from boys and 

girls between the ages of 11 and 

15.—Gladys Rose Smith, R. R. 1, 

Bunker Hill, III. 

NEWS FROM 
Tri-Coimty 

Electric Co-op 
H. G. Downey, Manager 

Mt. Vernon, 111. 

Iiiii9igii9imiimyiii9iiiiiiiiiiiiiiii!ii!iii 

British Boys and Girls 
Illinois Pen Pals 

mm 
H. G. Downey 

How would you like to have a 
Pen Pal from England? Well, here’s 
your chance. Pick out a boy or girl 
from those listed below and write a 
letter. Postage to England or Great 
Britain is five (5) cents. 

jill Groome, Homeleigh, 29A Park 
Road, Wellingborough, Northants, 
England. Jill is 16, her brother, 13, 
and both want Pen Pals. She likes 
movies, dancing, good books, shows, 
and lectures. 

Archie O’Dojinell, 8 Holdsworth 
St., P. C. Q., Plymouth, Devonshire, 
England. He’s 20, likes classical mu¬ 
sic, raises rabbits and poultry. 

Betty Dye, Hill Farm, Lolworth, 
Cambridgeshire, England. She’s 18 and 
head of her local Y oung Farmers 
(4-H Club. She likes riding, hiking, 
camping, and animals, 

Geoffrey L- Saunders, Wadley 
Lodge Farm, Faringdon, Berkshire, 
England. He lives on a 1,500-acre 
farm, is 6 feet tall, likes photography, 
swimming, singing, woodwork, en¬ 
gines, and stamp collecting. 

iiminiiimitiiiiiiRgiiiiiiiiiiiiiimiiiiiiii 

The last issue you received from 
the Illinois REA News was the be¬ 
ginning of a trial period for the paper. 
The Board of Trustees of the co¬ 
operative are anxious for comments. 
They would like to know what por¬ 
tions of the paper you enjoy most, 
and what portions of the paper you 
do not enjoy. 

By reading the editorial page of the 
Illinois REA 
News, you will 
see that the 
NEWS is pub¬ 
lished by the 
State Associa¬ 
tion. This paper 
should make 
you realize that 
you are one of 
90,000 rural elec¬ 

tric cooperative members in the 
State of Illinois and should give you 
some idea of the magnitude of the 
program in this State. 

We have received several let¬ 
ters complimenting us on the 
annual meeting. This affair, 
which is a great one to the em¬ 
ployees of the Cooperative who 
do the planning and work, means 
considerable to them and they 
are very happy to see signs of 
appreciation from the member¬ 
ship. 

Roy E. Neal and family of Kin- 
mundy write they wish to thank the 
Tri-County Electric Cooperative for j 
the fine time they had at the annual 
meeting and for the fine lunch which 
was served at noon. They received 
an electric iron as a gift and wish to 
express their appreciation for the 
gift and hope that Tri-County may 
have many more fine meetings. 

A letter from Mr. and Mrs. Aud 
Hirons, Sr„ R. 3, Mt. Vernon, 
reads: “Just a line of appreci¬ 
ation for the splendid meeting, 
good lunch and excellent enter¬ 
tainment offered all of us on Feb¬ 
ruary 19th at the 11th annual 
Cooperative meeting. We en¬ 
joyed every part of it. Thank 
you,’’ 
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Polanka from 

Alma express appreciation of the 
annual meeting and how pleased they 
were to receive an aluminpm pres¬ 
sure cooker for a prize. 

F. A. VonHolt of Woodlawn 
writes that they are glad to see 
the cooperative do away with 
the meter cards and eliminate a 
considerable amount of work. 
We are sure that if every mem¬ 
ber of Tri-County will cooperate 
to the extent Mr, VonHolt is, 
life and work at this cooperative 
office will indeed be pleasant. 
Cecil Jett of Patoka writes that 

they have installed a new deep freeze 
and are enjoying it very much. Tracy 
Snyder of Sandoval advises us that 
they have just purchased a new nine 
cubic foot electric refrigerator. Mr. 
and Mrs. Delmar Perschbacher of 
Marissa have advised us that they 
have installed a new deep freeze. It 
is not possible to publish all the let¬ 
ters and comments we receive, but 
we do ask the members to continue 
letting us know of the new appliances 
or news they would like for us to 
print and we will endeavor to in¬ 
clude their letters in our column. 

LINE CONSTRUCTION 

A review of construction plans for 
the next few months might be of 
value to the members of the cooper¬ 
ative. The line going thru Boyd to 
the Dix-Cravat road has been re¬ 
phased and people in that area should 
now see a definite improvement in 
their electric service. Our E line 
which goes South thru the Salem Oil 
Fields from our Salem substation, is 
being rephased and the people in 
Townships 14 and 15 of Marion 
County will soon receive service from 
our Salem substation. At the time the 
switch-over is made, you will all be 

advised by card as to who to call 
the event of trouble on your line. 

Future plans include rephasing 
East of Salem on Route 50 with¬ 
in the next few months and later 
on in the summer, additional re¬ 
phasing will be started in Wash¬ 
ington County. 
Line foremen employed by the co 

operative, namely, Robert Worle 
and James L. Hess of Salem, Charli 
Morgan and Leo Revis of Mt. Vern 
on, and Charles Swain of Nashville; 
with Paul Vursell, Operating Super 
intendent and Manager H. G. Down 
ey, attended the annual Safety an 
Job Training Conference held a 
Springfield, Thursday and Friday 
March 17th and 18th. 

Roberick Peterson, REA engineer 
of Washington, D. C. is spending 
month at the cooperative to study al 
phases of operation. We are glad t 
have such a pleasant young engineer 
with us. 

OPERATING STATISTICS 
January, 1949 

Revenue per Mile    $22.36 
Connected Members ....  5454 
Density per Mile    3.51 
Average Bill       $6 38 
Averaae KWH Used ..  185 
KWH Sold   ...999,236 

January, 1948 
Miles Energized     1397 
Revenue per Mile    $19.75 
Connected Members ....  4524 
Density per Mile     3.23 
Average Bill     $6.10 
Averaoe KWH Used ..  179 
KWH Sold    .809,798 

Still Fumping— 
(From Rage Eleven) 

used £or washing milk uten¬ 
sils, cleaning vegetables for 
market, and many other mis¬ 
cellaneous farm purposes. 

Let us assume that there is 
a farm family of 5 people with 
3 horses, 5 cows, 3 hogs, and 
300 hens. This family wil 
pump by hand around 150 gal¬ 
lons of water. This amount of 
water weighs over 228 tons. 
If it has to be carried an aver¬ 
age of 50 feet in a 12 quart 
bucket, someone has to walk 
over 340 miles doing it. 

On many farms, 5 cents 
worth of electricity will pump 
and deliver 1,000 gallons of 
water to the place where it ir 
used. The cost of electricity 
for handling the 228 tons of 
water and saving the 340 miles 
of walking would be $2.75. 

All families use more water 
when it is pumped by electricity 
than when it is pumped by 
hand. After a family has had 
running water with a bathroom 
for several years, its use of 
water may increase to 50 gal¬ 
lons or more per person each 
day. This means that the fam¬ 
ily we just considered will 
use a great deal more than 228 
tons of water each year after 
it gets the electric pump. 
Therefore, the electricity to 
operate the pump will cost more 
than $2.75 a year. But even 
if the cost is $10 to $15 each 
year, it is still a cheap substi¬ 
tute for the hand pumping and 
carrying. 

Water under pressure has 
many other advantages than 
the saving in time and labor. 
Cows give more milk i£ they 
have water continually avail¬ 
able. Hens lay more eggs. 
Gardens produce more if 
they are well watered dur¬ 
ing dry times. Clothes are 
washed cleaner if 3 or 4 
batches of clothes are not 
washed in the same water. 
Milk utensils are cleaned 
better and easier if a plenti¬ 
ful supply of hot water is 
available in a convenient 
milk house or work room. 
These are a few pf the ad¬ 

vantages you gain with a plen¬ 
tiful supply of water, pumped 
by electricity. When you have 
it on your own farm you will 
discover more. 
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SOCIAL SECURITY 
If present plans to extend Social 

Security benefits to farm laborers 

go through, farmers will find them¬ 
selves becoming tax collectors as 
well as taxpayers. 

The Federal Security Admin¬ 
istration is developing a plan in 

which seasonal farm workers 
and “hired hands” would carry 
stamp books with them from 

job to job. Each time wages 

are paid, stamps will be pasted 
in the books. The stamps are to 

be purchased from the postof¬ 
fice. The stamps would cost 
two cents for each one-dollar 
stamp. 

For workers paid $10 for a day’s 
work, 20 cents worth of stamps 

would be pasted in the book. The 
employer and workers would each 

share one-half of the cost of the 

stamps, thus paying the Social 
Security taxes. 

FIRE RESISTANT 
A new fire resistant paint is 

now available for use on farm 
buildings that is said to mark one 
of the greatest safety steps in the 
past 25 years. It will reduce fire 
hazards full 50 per cent, it is claim¬ 

ed. 

The paint is applied like ordin¬ 
ary paint, with brush or spray. 

One coat is sufficient. It is ready 

mixed and ready for application. 
One gallon will cover 500 square 
feet. It is used for inside walls and 

its fire retardant qualities are act¬ 
ually augmented with age. 

NEW COW FEED 
Experiments with molassess 

made from the wood of Douglas fir 

trees at the Washington State 
College show that it is good for 
putting weight on heifers quickly 
and cheaply. 

The wood molasses is not yet on 
the market. It is part of the re¬ 
search to find use for by-products 
of the wood and paper industries. 

PELLETED SEEDS 
Pelleted seeds—seeds coated with 

chemicals until they look like 

small pebbles—may bring about 

some radical changes in farming 
methods. 

The seeds fertilize themselves, 

ward off rats, insects, and birds; 

resist extreme temperatures, hold 
their moisture until time to sprout, 

fight plant diseases and are es¬ 
pecially suited for planting from 
airplanes. 

FROM USDA 
Potential layers (hens and pul¬ 

lets of laying age plus pullets not 
of laying age) on farms Jan. 1, 
1949 totaled 413,154,000—three per 

cent less than a year ago. Chickens 
raised in 1948 turned out to be 14 

per cent less than in 1947. 

The end of February, 1949 
found farm employment begin¬ 
ning it usual rise as farmers 
started work for a new crop 
season. However, farm employ¬ 

ment totaling nearly eight and 
one-half million persons was 
three per cent less than one 
year earlier. 

The Department of Agriculture, 

in a step to stabilize the meat sup¬ 

ply, for next fall and winter, has 

Pensacola 
Creosoting Co. 

Incorporated 

★ 
Producers of Creosoted 

Dense Southern Pine 

Poles 
★ 

PENSACOLA, FLORIDA 

announced that hog prices will be 

supported at 90 per cent of parity 
through March 1950, when market¬ 
ing of 1949 spring pigs ends. This 
action assures farmers the same 

level of price support through the 
entire 1949-50 marketing period as 

was required only during the first 
of the year under the 1948 Agri¬ 
cultural Act. 

FROM U of I 
High-grade malting barley is the 

biggest money-maker among 
spring grains because it brings a 

premium of 25 cents a bushel. 

Ordinary feed barley earns a lit¬ 

tle less income per acre than oats. 

Moore, Bay, and Wisconsin Barb- 
less are recommended for high- 
grade malting varieties. 

★ ★ Hr 

You can save money and get 

more feed from your pastures this 
summer if you use barnyard man¬ 

ure for fertilizer. The manure is 
spread four tons to the acre. 

Manured plots produce more 

than twice as much feed as un¬ 
manured plots. The manured grass 

also has more feed value—from 
five to 20 per cent more protein— 
than untreated pastures. Manure 
also helps prevent leaching and 
erosion. 

* * * 

If your lard from hog butchering 

starts to spoil after only three or 

four months there are four things 
you can do to prevent it. 

To keep lard from spoiling, 

render it at a low temperature; 

then store it in a clean can or 
jar. Lard spoils fast in rusty 

cans. Have a tight cover for 

the container. This keeps most 
most of the air out, and air 

helps lard spoiL Finally, keep 
lard stored under refrigeration. 

The storage life of lard can be 
doubled by adding two or three 
pounds of Crisco, Spry, or other 
hydrogenated vegetable fat to 
every 50 pounds of lard rendering. 

* Hr ★ 

Farmers are warned that all 
warm-blooded animals can have 

rabies, and it doesn’tt wait until 

hot weather to strike. 

When bitten by a dog or any 
other animal, the person should 

see a doctor promptly. The wound 

should be washed with soap and 
water at once. Don’t kill the animal 

unless there’s danger that other 
persons or animals will be bitten. 

Place the animal under observa¬ 
tion. If it dies of rabies, the doc¬ 

tor is prepared to admisister the 
anti-rabies treatment to the person 
bitten. 

DID YOU KNOW? 
Where com was grown three 

years in succession on a nine per 

cent slope, 37,320 pounds of soil an 
acre was lost annually. From blue- 

grass sod, the annual loss was only 
120 pounds an acre. 

... * * 

One out of every 15 U. S. 

families is dependent on milk 
for a livelihood. 

★ Hr Hr 

Enough milk is produced annual¬ 
ly in the U. S. to fill a river 3,000 

miles long, 40 feet wide and 3 feet 
deep. 

• ★ * 

Sheep with jaws of unequal 

length are not such good pro¬ 

ducers of meat and wool as 

are normal sheep. 

Regular clipping of the udder 

and hind quarters keeps cows free 
of long hairs, reduces the amount 

of dirt, makes easier cleaning and 

increases the amount of market¬ 

able milk. 
* ■* * 

RANDOM NOTES 
Bernie Freeman of near Sulli¬ 

van, Illinois finally found out why 

the light in his barn were turning 

off and on—apparently without 
cause. 

He did this by hiding in the 
darkened barn. When the lights 
went on he found the guilty party. 

It was his cow Joie, who was 
reaching up from her feed box and 

flicking the switch with her nose 

or tongue. 

NEWS FROM 
Southwestern 

(Electric Co-op 
Greenville, ill. 

j V. C. KALLAL, Manager 

TELEPHONE NUMBERS 

Bond County—Office, cjreenville, tel. j 
366. Office Hours: 8:00 A-M- to 5:00 ' 
P.M. except Sundays or Holidays, j 
Before or after office hours, on Sun- j 
days, call: Paul G. Morgan, Green- ; 
vie 796, or V. C. Kailal, Greenville 
379. 

Fayette County—Maurice Ketten, Van- 
dalia 982. 

Madison County—Ed. Barnes, Edwards- 
ville 1087. 

This is the time of the year when 
the patience of your cooperative 
management is strained to the limit. 
Now, do not be mistaken. We do 
appreciate the difficulties of the rov¬ 
ing tenant who moves year after Hyear in search 

of a good land¬ 
lord and of the 
landlord who 
rents his farm 
only one year at 
a time so as to 
not be stuck 
with a no-good 

V. C Kalla! tenant. Such 
shifting has been recognized for a 
long time as a great economic waste 
and a hindrance to rural progress. 

The difficulty for your co¬ 
operative is that this moving all 
takes place within a relatively 
short time and during the worst 
road and weather conditions of 
the year. More seriously than 
that is the fact that so many of 
our consumers move to farms 
without electricity and then must 
have it yesterday to run the 
milker refrigerator, washing ma¬ 
chine, etc. 

Many move before they are aware 
of the fact that the farm is not served 
or cannot be readily served by the 
cooperative electric line. Many times 
serious right-of-way diffciulties pre¬ 
vent prompt action by the cooper¬ 
ative in extending the line. All in 
all, a great deal could be done by 
planning such moves further in ad¬ 
vance and with a little more thor¬ 
oughness. 

LOAN APPLICATION 
An application for a loan of ap¬ 

proximately $1,000,000 is almost 
ready to be sent to the Rural Electri¬ 
fication Administration. The money, 
when received, will be used for fur¬ 
ther expansion of the distribution sys¬ 
tem, for more system improvement 
to provide adequate service, for 
office and warehouse facilities, two- 
way radio systems for communica¬ 
tions between service areas and be¬ 
tween trucks, as well as money for 
re-imbursement of general funds 
spent for system expansion and im¬ 
provement. 

When this loan is received, it 
will increase your total loans 
from the Rural Electrification Ad¬ 
ministration to over $3,000,000. 
It is estimated that in addition to 
this, approximately one and one- 
half million more will be requir¬ 
ed in the next 3 to 5 year period. 

A large portion of the money used 
during the past year and to be used 
in the next three years will be for 
improvement of the service and to 
provide adequate service. The ave¬ 
rage consumption per member is now 
over 200 KWH per month a large 
percentage of the members are using 
from 500 to 1200 KWH per month. 
This puts an unforeseen demand on 
the system and calls for re-building 
many miles of line at prices higher 
than at any other time in the history 
of the cooperative. 

FUSES 
Fuses are meant to be safety de¬ 

vices in your wiring systems. How¬ 
ever, when fuses whose rating is too 

NEWS FROM 
Corn Belt 

Bloomington, 111. 

T. H. HAFER, Supt. 

First we want to thank Bill Mur¬ 

ray, editor of the Illinois REA News 
for including a good report of our 
annual meeting in the last issue 

of the NEWS. 
We hope a.11 of 
our members 

who did not at¬ 

tend the meet¬ 
ing read this re¬ 
port. 

Copies of the 
financial report 

and other state¬ 

ments of the cooperative which 

were handed out at the annual 
meeting are available at the co-op 

office and will be mailed to any 
member who requests a copy. Ail 
members are entitled to know the 

condition of their cooperative and 

to read the reports of their officers 
and management. 

This year’s annual meeting 
was the largest we have ever 
had and it looks as if we will 
have to find a larger place to 
hold our annual meeting. We 
certainly are glad that so many 

members are interested enough 
to come to an annual meeting. 

We think we know what they 

come for and hope we can keep 
on having programs which the 

members will be attracted to. 
Drop us a card and we will be 

glad to send you a copy of the 

regular co-op statement and re¬ 
ports. 

DEBEAKER ON DISPLAY 

The cooperative display space 
in the front of the office has always 

been available for dealers who have 

electric equipment to show. The 
latest addition to this is a poultry 

electric debeaker. This is a little 

gadget which by means of a heated 
knife will cut off the tip of chick¬ 
ens beak in a jiffy with no harm¬ 
ful effects and very little trouble 

on the part of the operator. We 
understand this process is being 

high are used, the safety feature is 
entirely lost and a hazardous con¬ 
dition is set up. Recently, two bams 
were burnt down causing serious loss¬ 
es to the owners. The question al¬ 
ways comes to mind, "Could it have 
been faulty or damaged wiring?” 
Fires usually leave little to determ¬ 
ine their cause. Such losses as men¬ 
tioned above, however, do indicate 
the importance of properly protect¬ 
ing your farmstead wiring with 
properly rated fuses or circuit break¬ 
ers. 

Periodic inspections by competent 
electricians, a suggesiton we have 
made many times in these columns, 
will do a lot toward keeping down 
losses due to faulty and dangerous 
wiring. Many losses are in the form 
of excessive current consumption. 

It would seem reasonable to be¬ 
lieve, too, that fewer losses of farm 
buildings by fire caused by lightning 
and/or faulty wiring would material¬ 
ly reduce the insurance rates. So 
why not give the problem a little 
thought, follow through with a little 
action in the right direction, and 
gain by saving houses, barns, live¬ 
stock and the lives of yourself and 
your beloved? 

OPERATING STATISTICS 
February, 1949 

Miles Energized  1580.04 
Revenue Per Mile  $22.23 
Total Connected Members ..4,740 
Density Per Mile  3.01 
Average Bill  $7.69 
Average KWH Used  224.66 
% Minimum Bills 12% 
KWH Sold  1,026,464 

February, 1948 
Miles Energized   1291.23 
Revenue Per Mile  $20.15 
Total Connected Members -3,871 
Density Per Mile  2.99 
Average Bill  $6.90 
Average KWH Used  186.89 
%Minimum Bills  : 18% 
KWH Sold  705,899 

used by modern poultrymen to 
eliminate cannibalism among 
chicks with very good results. It 
also prevents older birds from 
spilling mash. We will be glad to 
send any poultryman literature on 
this equipment if you would like 

but better still come in the office 
and see it on display and see how 

it operates. 
We have tried to arrange our 

front office for service to mem¬ 
bers and in so doing have in¬ 
cluded the appliance and 
equipment display space, the 

cashier and information count¬ 
er, and also Mr. Aylesworth's, 
our wiring inspector, desk has 

been moved to a corner of the 

front office. 
Mr. Aylesworth has been hand¬ 

ling the wiring inspection, meter 
testing and various kinds of serv¬ 

ice to members regarding electric 

equipment on the farm for our 10 
years of operation. He will be glad 

to discuss electric power use prob¬ 
lems on the farm with any member. 

He is in the office regularly on 

Mondays and other times by ap¬ 
pointment so if you have a problem 
you would like to discuss we will 
be glad to have you drop in the 
office and call for Mr. Aylesworth 

or write a letter and give us your 
problem. 

PRESIDENT ILL 

At time of this writing President 
Walter Risser is in the hospital 

for a much needed rest. This seems 
to be a bad year for directors as 
during the past eight or 10 months 

Mrs. Otto, our secretary-treasurer, 
has been recovering from a serious 

automobile accident and W. B. 
Ellis has had an appendectomy. 

MEMBERS MOVING 

We are again in the middle of a 
moving siege as many members 

move at this time of year. With 
nearly 1,000 of our members mov¬ 

ing each year you can see that it 

is quite a problem to keep our re¬ 
cords up to date to show everyone 
in the proper place. If you have 

moved and have not reported 
please notify the office at once 
and give full particulars about 
where you moved from and where 

you moved to and the date of the 
move. 

BLUE RIBBON 

SHOW and SALE 
Saturday, April 23, 1949 

CENTRAL ILLINOIS ANGUS 
BREEDERS ASS N. 

CONGERVILLE, ILLINOIS 
On U. S. No. 150 midway 

between Bloomington and Peoria 

SHOW 10:00 A. M. 
SALE 12:00 Noon 

75 FEMALES 
Bred and open heifers, cows 

with calves 
Of proven and outstanding 

families that have made en¬ 
viable records. 

Included is a sister of the 1949 
International Grand champion 
female from the herd that 
bred and raised the champion. 

Careful and sound judgement 
used in selecting these cattle 
from our 132 member herds. 

The most desirable foundation 
material. It is essential to 
start right to be right in your 
production. 

15 BULLS 
An exceptionally strong group 

of bulls, including tried sires 
that have been siring TOPS 

A number of the females and bulls 
will be ready for the show this 
year. QUALITY is the key word 
that makes this our BLUE RIB¬ 
BON SHOW AND SALE Truly 
"MORE OF THE BETTER 
KIND.” 

For catalog write: 
Simon E. Lantz, Sec’y & Mgr. 

Congerville, Illinois 

T. H. Hafer 
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Managers, Foremen, Hold 
Two-Day Safety Meeting 

Illinois REA cooperative man¬ 
agers and members of Illinois REA 
safety and job training commit¬ 
tees learned from D. B. Bidle, of 
Canton, instructor for the safety 
program, “that there were only 
11 serious accidents recorded in 
1948 for REA throughout the 
state.” 

Bidle also told the one hundred 
and fifty employees who repre¬ 

sented 27 Illinois co-ops, that: 
“there were no fatalities for the 
year.” It was also pointed out 
that the cooperatives- throughout 
the state employ a total of 900 
linemen and foremen. 

Bidle’s remarks were made at 
the fifth annual joint conference 
of the managers and safety and 
job training committee held at the 
St. Nicholas Hotel in Springfield on 
March 17-18. 

Second Instructor 
Further development of the Il¬ 

linois REA safety program was in¬ 
dicated at the conference by an¬ 
nouncement of the appointment of 
Edwin DeLong, Petersburg, as 
second instructor in safety to 
work with Bidle. 

L. C. Groat, manager, Spoon 
River Electric Cooperative was 
chairman of the managers’ con¬ 
ference. Speakers for the two-day 
session included W. A. Ross, con¬ 
sultant, public service training, CJ. 
S. Office of Education, Washing¬ 
ton; Ralph A. C. Hill, REA labor 
relations and safety specialist, 
Washington; A. E. Becker, man¬ 
ager, Association of Illinois Elec¬ 

tric Cooperatives; F. I. Ruble, man¬ 
ager, Illinois Valley Electric Co¬ 
operative; Owen Chaney, manager, 
Wayne-White Electric Coopera¬ 
tive; D. B. Bidle and Eiwin De- 
Long. instructors for the program; 
L. L. Wingo, supervisor, Trades 
and Industrial Division, State 
Board of Vocational Education; W. 
A. Osterrheier, Electric Meter Lab¬ 
oratory, Mattoon; K. E. Green, Mt. 
Vernon Electric Supply Co.; and 
R. V. White, manager, Rural Elec¬ 
tric Convenience Cooperative, Oi- 
vernon. Fred E. Darr, public rela¬ 
tions director, Illinois Valley Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative, was in charge of 
arrangements. 

Arthur Peyton, manager of the 
McDonough Power Cooperative 
acted as chairman of a panel dis¬ 
cussion on “Value of Assistance 
From Neighboring Cooperative co 
Meet an Emergency.” In the panel 
representatives of four coopera¬ 
tives participated. 

McKillop Succeeds 
Dawes In REA Post 

Thomas McKillop, 36, industrial 
engineer and management special¬ 
ist with the Rural Electrification 
Administration since March 1, 
1946, has been named by the agency 
as chief of its management divi¬ 
sion. McKillop succeeds Frank A. 
Dawes, who resigned recently. 

McKillop was born in Scotland, 
came to this country in 1921 and 
has been a naturalized citizen since 
1927.. He received his high school 
education in Christopher, Illinois, 
and his A. B. degree from City 
College in New York, and his M. 
A. degree from Columbia Univer¬ 
sity. 

Power Co-op To Seek 
$9,878,000 REA Loan 

(From Page One) 

plans. The Statewide an¬ 
nounced that no engineering 
firm will be selected for the 
construction program until 
after applications of several en¬ 
gineering concerns have been 
sought and examined. 

The law firm of Weaver and 
Jenkins of Pittsfield, was named 
attorneys for the power coop¬ 
erative. 

Bill Before Congress To 
Permit REA Loans 
For Rural Telephones 

(From Page One) 

both for electricity and tele¬ 
phone service. 

Farm leaders also pointed 
out the difference between the 
failure of many phone mutuals 
and the over-whelming success 
of the rural electric coopera¬ 
tives as evidence that technical 
advice is essential to the ef¬ 
ficiency of a telephone coopera¬ 
tive or mutual. REA, they 
maintained, could give this 
technical aid while the RFC 
could not. 

It was also pointed out that 
a telephone is more than a 
convenience in a farm home. It 
often is a necessity for fire 
and health protection. 

In keeping with the past notice in 

the Illinois REA News, and also the 

board action as well as the member¬ 
ship action at our recent annual meet¬ 

ing, this article is to notify you that 

the Cooperative office making ar¬ 

rangements for securing of any equip¬ 
ment that our membership wants in 
the electric line. 

We have renewed the franchise 
with General Electric Company, and 

we have been assured that we will be 

able to receive 
any quantities of 

merchandise that 
we will need. We 
have on hand at 
this time a fair 

supply of re¬ 

frigerators and 
ranges and others 

can be secured 

just as fast as they are needed for 
use by our membership. This in¬ 
cludes any type of electric equipment 

that the individual may want now or ! 

at a later date. It would be to your 
advantage to secure a nationally 
known make as well as a good make, 

so that you can be assured of very 
efficient electric usage from this 
equipment in the years to come. 

Of course arrangements are 
being completed now for the set¬ 
ting up of a service organization 
to take care of any electric serv¬ 
ice that would be required by our 
membership. The charges on this 
have not been worked out but it j 
will be reported in the next issue 
of your Illinois REA News fol¬ 
lowing the board meeting which 
will be held this month, I have 
just received word that there is 
a reduction in most of the items 
that are under this franchise, 
which runs all the way from $5 
to $15 per unit. 
You will find in another place in 

this column a letter from your pres¬ 

ident, William Planert. He has set up 

a series of these letters which will 
appear each month -for a message 

from hte president to the members 
in general. It would be well for you 

to read and re-read these, as Mr. 

Planert is one of our charter direc¬ 

tors, and has given considerable 

thought to the REA part of your or¬ 
ganization, and it is only after this 

thought has been given that he has 
put down some of this thoughts on 

this line. 

KARNAK CHANGEOVER 

It is with a great deal of interest 

that most of our energized members 
will receive the report that final ar¬ 

rangements are being made for the 

taking over of Karnak and that the 
construction has been started and by 

G. W. Endicott 

AT THE SPEAKER’S table during the banquet session of the two-day safety and job training meeting at 
Springfield, March 17 and 18, are Ralph V. White, chairman, manager of Rural Electric Convenience, Divernon; 
Owen Chaney, manager Wayne-White Counties Electric, Fairfield; Ralph A. C. Hill, REA labor relations and 
safety specialist, and A. E, Becker, manager, Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives, Springfield. 

the time you have this, will have 
been completed, making the service 
available to the substation in Kar¬ 
nak. The official changeover date 
has been set as billing in April, which 

will be approximately April 20th. 

The east part of Karnak has been 

rebuilt and will be ready for a com¬ 
plete changeover to the new REA 

line. The balance of the town is be¬ 
ing re-staked and will be re-built just 

as quickly as conditions permit. But 

the existing facilities will be utilized 
until such time as a complete change¬ 
over can be made. 

The transformers and metering 

equipment have arrived for the 
changeover, and as poles are arriv¬ 
ing weekly for this completion, wire 
being on hand, it is estimated that the 

complete changeover will be com¬ 
pleted within a three or four month 
period, which will make full REA 
service available to the village of 
Karnak. 

POWER CO OP 

The manager met with the other 

managers and the engineers of the 
statewide power co-op in an at¬ 
tempt to work out a position for 
fully utilizing TVA service which 

may be made available. 

TO MEMBERS: 
GREETINGS FROM YOUR 

PRESIDENT 
As stated in the March NEWS, in 

our column, your board elected me as 
your president at its organization 

meeting. I shall undertake to fulfill 
the obligations of the office. Con¬ 

sidering the fact that we have grown 

tremendously since our organization 
10 years ago, and that but a small 
per cent of you attend annual meet¬ 

ings, it appears to me that we should 

undertake, with the older members 
to review, and the newer to acquaint 

you with what our cooperative real¬ 
ly is, your part in it and your obli¬ 
gation to it. 

Following the message herein con¬ 
tained, which I -feel vital and on 
which you can help, I want monthly 
in our column in REA NEWS to 
bring you further information on 

various subjects which from ex¬ 
perience I know are in your minds. 
Further, I shall welcome questions on 
matters affecting our membership as 
a whole which I shall undertake to 

discuss if you will address me per¬ 
sonally at Unity. 

IT'S YOUR CO OP1 
As you must be aware, power in¬ 

terests are continuously and unfairly 

fighting every effort of cooperatives 

to better their condition. They have 

found the cooperatives to be suc¬ 

cessful far beyond any possibility 

they could forsee when the program 

was started 13 years ago. They want 

to get us under their power, either 

outright or through being our only 

source of power, in either event put¬ 
ting themselves in position to charge 

such rates as they desire, to give 

them the profit they want. 

First, I want you, every one, to 

follow this fight they are making 

through the articles and editorials in 

our monthly Illinois REA News. 
Then make it a point to spread the 

truth of cooperatives to your non- 

REA friends. The general public is 
grossly misinformed about our set¬ 
up, thanks to power propaganda. 
They are eager for the truth as was 

evidenced recently when our man¬ 
ager talked before the Rotary Club at 

Anna. Though a noon meeting and 
the men should have returned to their 

businesses, they stayed for over an 
hour and a half overtime asking 

questions. Your president also had, 

subsequently, a splendid reception 
from Rotary of Cairo. Either of us 

would appreciate the opportunity of 
talking to more such organizations if 
you can help us get the invitations. 

By inference power propagan¬ 
da says, “Cooperatives do not 
pay taxes; are not ‘free enter¬ 
prise’; are subsidized; are not 
‘business managed’; public power 
is ‘nationalized’.” The public, be¬ 
cause we have failed to tell our 
side of the story, generally be¬ 
lieves this. 

Taxes: Your Cooperative, along 
with every other co-op, pays taxes. 

We pay all taxes any private busi¬ 
ness pays except income tax and as 

we are “not for profit’’ there is no 
income tax due. 

Free Enterprise: We are “free en¬ 
terprise. Of our own free will we 

organized our cooperative in 1938. 
It is owned, not by stockholders, but 
by its members. Each member is en¬ 

titled to one vote, and only one vote 

regardless of how small or large his 
light bill. 

It is more nearly free enterprise’’ 
than a corporation where the little 

stockholder rarely votes himself but 

where the “big boys” control to per¬ 
petuate themselves and their policies 
in power. 

Subsidized: We are not sub¬ 
sidized. A subsidy is a grant by 
government (according to Web¬ 
ster) and a grant is a gift. I've 
been on your Board for 10 years 
and have yet to see any money 
given to our Co-op. We borrow, 
true on liberal terms, but we pay 
back principal and we pay back 
interest. 

The Rural Electrification Adminis¬ 
tration is not subsidized either. 
Money loaned to us is borrowed by 
the government at a considerably 
lower rate of interest than is charged 
us. This difference on the total in¬ 

terest paid by the 927 cooperatives 

more than pays the administrative 

expense of REA. (Incidentally, we 

are not REA. We are the “Southern 
Illinois Electric Cooperative,” a legal 

entity, organized under the laws of 

the state of Illinois, with a charter 

from the state, with powers to gov¬ 
ern our own affairs, except as re¬ 

stricted by our mortgage agreement 

with REA (our banker). 

As those of you who were present 

at the annual meeting know, Mr. 

Wrinkle of REA was asked what 

would REA do if we adopted a cer¬ 
tain course. His statement was that 

“while REA may make recommen¬ 

dations, this is your cooperative and 

the decision is yours.” 
Business managed: As I told 

Cairo Rotary, we have no big- 
shot names on our board of di¬ 
rectors; that we are “small po¬ 
tatoes,” simply farmers and mer¬ 
chants, but that I believed we 
had common sense enough to 
employ competent personnel to 
run our enterprise and that we 
had judgment sufficient to de¬ 
termine what was best for our 
members and their needs. 

The fact that over the period of 

10 years since we organzied, with 

unanticipated problems due to war, 
we have met every payment due on 
our notes to REA and all interest 

payments when due, and in addition 
have made advance payments on our 

notes, indicates that there must be 
some element of “business manage¬ 
ment” in our organization. The same 
story can be told of practically 

every one of the 927 cooperatives in 
the country. Less than 1 per cent 
default on payments. 

Public power: The big fight is on 
TVA. Again the criticism is sub¬ 
sidized, non-tax paying, national¬ 
ized.” TVA was set up from the 

start to repay its cost to the govern¬ 
ment. The funds advanced are amor¬ 
tized over a period of 40 years, that 

is, out of earnings. Every advance of 

funds must be repaid to the govern¬ 

ment in that time. TVA pays taxes 
or grants to communities in lieu of 

taxes in an amount in excess of tax¬ 
es collected prior to TVA. The mat¬ 

ter of ‘ nationalization’ may be de¬ 

batable—I won’t grant that it is— 
but one notes that TVA has trans¬ 

formed an entire territory, making 
it much more prosperous, something 

the power interests had failed to do. 

The truth of the matter is that, 
in rural electrification and in pub¬ 
lic power, power interests “miss¬ 
ed the boat” when they had the 
opportunity. Their efforts now 
of misleading propaganda and 
power lobbying, bear the taint of 
“sour grapes.” 

I give you these facts that you may 
use them with your friends. I trust 

you will. 
Wm. M. Planert, president 

Discuss Power Co-op 
At Macomb Meeting 

State Association President Ed¬ 

ward P. Ohren, Manager A. E. 

Becker and Attorney Sam Jen¬ 

kins, attended a meeting in Ma¬ 

comb, March 9, called by District 
2 to discuss the statewide power 

cooperative. 

Invited to the meeting were co-op 
directors and managers of Dis¬ 
trict 2, Western Illinois, McDon¬ 
ough Power, Spoon River; District 
1, Jo-Car roll, Farmers Mutual, Il¬ 
linois Valley; District 4, Menard, 
Adams, and Illinois Rural. Also 
invited were state directors from 

the three districts. 

A progress report was made bj 

the State Association representa¬ 
tives on the statewide power co¬ 
operative. 


