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Illinois Rural Electrics Form 
Power Co-op To Serve Own Needs 

Power Shortage Gets 
Top Place On Agenda 
Of NRECA Convention 

Nearly 4,000 delegates and rural electric co-op leaders 
representing nearly two million users of electricity gathered in 
New York City’s Hotel Commodore January 31 to February 3 
to attend the seventh annual meeting of the National Rural 
Electric Cooperative Association. 

The meeting^—largest in NRECA history—was featured by 
the number of outstanding public figures who appeared on its 
program. 

The critical national power shortage was given first con¬ 
sideration by the delegates. The general conclusion was that 

the shortage of electric power 
in the United States is so acute 
that it has endangered national 
security. 

Various of the speakers on 
the program cited the activities 
of the private power interests 
as the most important factor in 
restricting the development of 
the nation’s power resources. 
The deliberations of the con¬ 
vention found expression in a 
resolution calling for Congress 
to lead in the development of 
the nation’s rivers with hydro¬ 
electric dams. 

STEELMAN 
John R. Steelman, assistant 

to President Truman, not only 
brought the President’s mes¬ 
sage to the convention but paid 
his own personal tribute to the 
work of the REA Cooperatives 
in bringing electrical energy 
to the American farmer. 

Referring to the national 
power shortage. Steelman 
quoted the President’s recent 
economic message to the Con¬ 
gress in which it was pointed 
out that our long-range needs 
require enormous expansion of 
existing capacity. 

Steelman urged the push¬ 
ing forward plans of de¬ 
velopments such as the St. 
Lawrence Waterway and 
Power project, the Bull 
Shoals project on the White 
River in Arkansas, the Mis¬ 
souri Valley Project, the 
creation of the Columbia 
Valley Authority and the 

Central Valley of Califor¬ 
nia. ‘‘We must have broad 
vision in harnessing our 
great rivers for power/’ he 
said. 
According to Steelman, “this 

nation’s ability to use electricity 
has always been under esti¬ 
mated. That is the biggest dif¬ 
ficulty we have had in the de¬ 
velopment of our power re¬ 
sources.” 

KRUG 
Secretary of Interior Krug 

covered the dire shortages of 
power and struck out strongly 
at private utility lobbying ao 
tivities. Krug emphasized that 
the power shortage was not 
only affecting the farmer, but 
the industrialist and other users 
as well. 

Krug supported the idea of 
power development along the 
nation’s rivers. He suggested 
that in the next 15 years, 25 
million kilowatts of hydro-elec¬ 
tric power be added to the 
nation’s resources. 

Instances were given in 
the Secretary of Interior’s- 
address of the fight waged 
against the development of 
more power by the private 
companies. He did not be¬ 
lieve that the decisions of 
private management were 
always to the best interests 
of the country’s future. 
The fact that the water re¬ 

sources of America belong to 
all the people has been an es¬ 
tablished policy with the people 
since the days of Theodore 
Roosevelt, has not deterred the 
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SIGNING THE PAPERS that officially created the Illinois Statewide Power Cooperative through which the 
rural electric cooperatives in this state plan to serve their own power needs and also make substantial savings in 
their wholesale power bills. Left to right, John Sargent of Rushville, Edward P. Ohren of Greenville and Everett 
R, Read of Woodbine, sign the power cooperative incorporation papers. 

Climaxing several years of studied con¬ 
sideration, the Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives under a mandate from its mem¬ 
bers, has set up the machinery foe serving the 
power needs of rural co-op electrification in 
Illinois. 

The Illinois Statewide Power Cooperative 
was officially incorporated last month. Di¬ 
rectors of the new power cooperative will be 
the same as the State Association board until 
the first annual meeting of the new organiz¬ 
ation is held and members can elect the di¬ 
rectors. 

Decision to set up a statewide power co¬ 
operative followed the completion of an ex¬ 
tensive engineering survery by Laramore and 
Douglas, Chicago engineers, which definitely 
concluded that a generation and transmission 
cooperative was feasible in Illinois. To find 
the answer to this question, the 27 rural elec¬ 
tric co-ops in the state engaged the engineers 
to make the study at a cost of approximately 
$10,000. 

$2,000,000 Savings 
The study pointed out that members of 

rural electric cooperatives will consume an 
average of 350 kilowatt hours of electricity a 
month by 1955 and that it is uncertain that 
present suppliers can meet the co-op’s future 
needs. Moreover, the survey showed that an 
annual savings of approximately $2,000,000 
would result to Illinois co-ops if they served 
their own power needs instead of buying from 
private utility sources as they now do. 

The conclusions of the study were: 
1. “That a generating and transmission 

system to serve the ultimate requirements 
of the cooperatives can be constructed for 
$46,151,637, 

2. “That the cost of power generated 
and transmitted over this system to the 
cooperatives’ sub-stations would be, in¬ 
cluding all general and fixed charges, 7.57 
mils per KWH, based on present day 
costs for fuel, labor and materials. 

3. “That the cost of power at the pro¬ 
posed 138 KV busses would be, on the 
same basis, 5.40 mils per KWH. 

4, “That the construction of such a ! 
system is economically feasible, since the 
present average cost of purchased power i 
at the cooperatives' sub-stations is ap- j 
proximately 10.5 mils per KWH so that 
an annual saving of $1,989,470 after all 
charges, would result. 

5, “That if purchased power is avail¬ 
able to be delivered to the proposed 138 
KV loop, and to supplant a part of the 
proposed generating capacity, the cost 
of such power to be attractive, should not 
exceed 5.4 mils per KWH.” 
The generating and transmission system 

would be built, as presently proposed, in a 
series of five steps, the first of which calling 
for the construction of a generating plant and 
transmission line to bring relief to the more 
critical power shortage area of the state. The 
overwhole power system calls for two main 
generating plants and the construction of a 
transmission loop to connect all of the state’s 
rural electric cooperatives. 

Telephones May Be Another Co-op Job 
(CNS)—Rural electric cooperatives, 

which have turned the tide of monopoly 
which threatened to throttle the dis¬ 
tribution of electric power, may be 
ealled upon to tackle America’s big¬ 
gest monopoly, the telephone indus¬ 
try. 

This was the challenge which 
Secretary of Agriculture Brannan 
and Rural Electrification Administra¬ 
tor Wickard threw to the 4,000 dele¬ 

gates who participated in the re¬ 
cent conference of the National 
Rural Electric Cooperative Associa¬ 
tion at its annual meeting in New 
York City* 
Secretary Charles F. Brannan 

pointed out that when the Rural Elec¬ 
trification Administration was created 
less than 15 years ago, just a little 
over one-tenth of America’s farms were 
electrified. Today, largely through the 

growth of rural electric cooperatives, 
over seven-tenths of the farms have 
electric light and power. 

Only 45 per cent of these same 
farms have telephones, Brannan de¬ 
clared, “Farm homes ought to have 
telephones as a matter of conven¬ 
ience, but in a farm home especially, 
a phone is more than a convenience. 
It is really a necessity. 

A telephone might easily prove to 

be a necessity for fire protection or 
health protection. In our efforts toward 
better living for farm families, we are 
lagging seriously in the expansion of 
telephone service.” 

“ft doesn’t seem reasonable to me 
that less than half of the rural homes 
of America have telephone service 
when more than two-thirds of them 
have electric service. In view of the 

(Continued on Page Eight) 
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Too Successful? 
Could it be that rural electrification has been too successful1 

Farm families have long since come to realize that elec¬ 
tricity means not only convenience and comfort, but also 
extra profits. They accepted it enthusiastically once they under¬ 
stood they could have it at reasonable cost. 

Like a snowball rolling down a mountainside, rural elec¬ 
trification grows and grows. It has not only brought count¬ 
less improvements to farm living, but it has created billion 
dollar markets and thousands of jobs and has contributed 
significantly to agricultural progress. Thus the continued 
expansion of rural electrification affects not only farm people, 
but vast segments of the population of the nation and the 
world. 

In Illinois, like so many other states, the demand for elec¬ 
tricity by co-op members is outstripping the ability of the pri¬ 
vate power companies to supply it. And this is the case when 
the market for major electric appliances has hardly been 
scratched, as for example, only about dO per cent of Illinois 
farms have water systems. Perhaps the wholesale power sup¬ 
pliers planned their output assuming that the farmers would 
use current only for lights which could have been interpreted 
as farsightedness on their part in view of the fact that not 
so many years ago they were of the opinion that most farmers 
didn t want electricity at all. 

WLen the average consumption of co-op members in 
this state reaches 200 kilowatt hours monthly, as it will 
before too long, they won’t be able to afford not to use as 
much electricity as possible. Over 200 kilowatts, according 
to most co-op rate schedules, the cost drops to the bare mini¬ 
mum. 

Besides the conventional . uses for which the saturation 
point is far from being reached, newer uses such as corn 
dryers, irrigation and home heating, peg the potential load 
at such dizzy heights that it seems foolish to talk about develop¬ 
ing additional uses, until co-ops can solve the supply problem. 

How can this be done? By depending upon the private 
power industry’s traditional shortsightedness? Hardly. The 

farmers will have to do it themselves, just like they had to 
build distribution lines themselves. 

Encouraging to the efforts of Illinois co-ops to provide 
power for themselves, is the fact that the engineering feasibility 
survey made by an outstanding engineering firm, definitely 
states that by supplying themselves with their own power, 
a savings of nearly $2,000,000 a year can be realized in addition 
to amortizing the cost of the generation and transmission 
facilities in 35 years. 

Though the private utility industry may object to competi¬ 
tion in the generation business, the best interests of 125,000 
farm families should receive priority over the utility interests. 

Unless Congress decides that rural electrification has 
been too successful and that electricity should not be made 
more abundant and cheaper, it will take steps to meet the 
increasing needs of the rural electrification program for more 
generation and/or transmission facilities. 

REA will not be able to grant more than a fraction of 
the generation and/or transmission loan applications which 
it now has on hand (approximately $200,000,000) out of the 
funds for the current year unless extra money is made available. 

Cognizance must be taken of the fact that power supply 
is now as important to the success of rural electrification as 
were distribution lines in the beginning of the program. Ad¬ 
ditional loan authorizations specifically for g. and/or t. loans 
are essential if the full promise of rural electrification is to be 
achieved so that the farmers, who feed the nation and part 
of the world, may have one day the standard of living and 
the modern aids to which they are rightfully entitled. As the 
record proudly proves, the government never had a sounder 
or safer investment than rural electrification. 

Can't Hare Both Ask Congressmen To 
Oppose Detrimental 
Legislation To RE 

The board of directors of 
the Association of Illinois 
Cooperatives at its February 
17 meeting passed the fol¬ 
lowing resolution concerning 
the agricultural task force” 
report to the Hoover Com¬ 
mission on government reor¬ 
ganization: 

"Be it resolved that the 
senators and congressmen 
from Illinois be informed 
that the rural electrification 
cooperatives in Illinois are 
vitally concerned wi th the 
recommendation in the agri¬ 
cultural task force report to 
the Hoover Commission on 
organization of the executive 
branch of the government, 
and that they be requested 
to give favorable considera¬ 
tion in preventing anything 
in said report that would be 
detrimental to the rural elec¬ 
trification program.’ 

IPashington Report 
By [V illiam S. Roberts 

The 81st Congress will certainly build a reputation for 
getting things done without a lot of delay if it maintains the 
fast pace it has set during the first six weeks in session. Hear¬ 
ings on both the Agriculture and Interior Appropriations Bills 
may begin this month. That is 30 to 60 days ahead of the 
previous two sessions of Congress. 

After being bottled up in committee during the previous 
sessions, the bill of Rep. W. R. Poage (Texas) to amend the 
REA Act to authorize loans for rural telephone extension and 
improvement started February 14. REA Administrator Claude 
R. Wickard and NRECA Exe¬ 
cutive Manager Clyde T. Ellis 
pointed out the need for stimu¬ 
lating the building of rural 
phone lines. Despite stepped up 
activity by Bell Telephone 
since the war, th_ number of 

farms without telephones is still 
in the majority. 

Poage’s Bill calls for REA 
loans to “finance the im¬ 
provement, expanison, con¬ 
struction, acquisition and 

operation” of rural telephone 
facilities. W h i 1 e priority 
would be given to coopera¬ 
tive, public and municipal 
telephone companies, even 
Bell system companies could 
get loans if they needed them 
to provide farmers with tele¬ 
phone service. 
Actually, it is an accepted 

opinion that Bell Telephone is 
able to economically build into 
rural areas where it serves and 
does not need the loans. How¬ 
ever, the smaller indepen¬ 
dents are located in more rural 
territory—to an extent that it 
appears that the independents 
are in a position to do 50 per 
cent of the rural job. 

Yet the independents do not 
have the pipe line to Wall 
Street that AT&T does. Thus 
the Poage Bill appears neces¬ 
sary in spite of, rather than be¬ 
cause of, any action AT&T is 
taking in rural areas. 

May Offer Relief 
A Deficiency Appropriations 

Bill in Congress may offer re¬ 
lief to rural electric systems in 
the W^est and South, desperate 
for additional supplies of 
wholesale electric power. 

The principal item in the 
bills which can help the rural 
electrics are transmission lines, 
which will free ’ captive’ low 
cost Federal hydro power now 
bottled up by private utility 
monopoly over transmission 
facilities. 

It is particularly true in the 
Southwest, where the Federal 
Government has been forced 
to sell hydro power at “dump 
rates to the nearest private util¬ 
ity. Under such arrangements, 
the farmer has lost millions of 
dollars, and the utilities have 
made millions. 

Not All Good’ 
This fast pace of Congress is 

not all good. There is one huge 
block of legislation of far 

reaching importance which 
could conceivably be “jammed ’ 
through the Congress without 
careful examination and deli¬ 
beration. That is the group of 
reports and recommendations 
being made by the Commission 
on Organization of the Execu¬ 
tive Branch (commonly known 
as the Hoover Commission.) 

Few agencies have a greater 
stake in any reorganization of 
the Executive Branch than 
REA. “Task forces ’ appointed 
by Hoover to make studies and 
recommendations to the Com¬ 
mission have delved deeply 
into social and economic policy. 

While assigned to devise 
procedures and organization 
for more efficient govern¬ 
ment, the task forces have 
gone as far afield as to set 
themselves up in opposition 
to extension of the TVA 
principle to other river ba¬ 
sins, echoed private utility 
opposition to transmission 
lines in connection with Fed¬ 
eral hydro projects and even 
dipped into the matter of 
farm parative price formulas. 

Some of the task forces have 
been rather free and easy about 
making their personal philoso¬ 
phies of Government known, 
and this has undoubtedly hurt 
the Commission. 

In the case of REA, Dean 
H. P. Rusk as chairman of 
the Agriculture task force, let 
it be known that his group 
stood for, in the words of the 
press, “elimination of REA" 
and “restriction of REA ex¬ 
tension service activities." 
The task force got around 
the matter erf their right to 
decide the fate of the rural 
electrification program by 
setting up a super credit 
agency for the Department 
of Agriculture which would 
absorb REA. 
As contrasted to ether farm 

credit activities, the Rural 
! Electrification Administration 
involves engineering, financing 
and other service activities 
vital to the successful operation 
of rural electric systems entire¬ 
ly alien to crop loans and the 
other agricultural lending ac¬ 
tivities. 

One of the big battles raging 
within the Commission itself is 
over the fate or mission of the 
Department of Interior. An¬ 
other task force was reported 
to have recommended the otrt- 
right abolition of the Depart¬ 
ment of Interior. The issue in 
the task force and the Com¬ 
mission is whether a Depart¬ 
ment of Natural Resources or 
Conservation should be set up 
to include public power, gener¬ 
ation, transmission and sale. 

Lapel Button 
Members of rural electric 

systems, proud of their rec¬ 
ords and cooperative owner¬ 
ship of the power lines which 
serve their farms, can now 
wear an emblem identifying 
their activity. A lapel button 
has been designed and is be¬ 
ing sold by symbolizing elec¬ 
tric cooperative membership. 
It has a small drawing of a 
farm with power lines and 
a national map with the ini¬ 
tials of the National Rural 
Electric Cooperative Associ¬ 
ation at the bottom, depicting 
the nationwide extent of the 
co-op program. 

There must be millions of 
people throughout the United 
States who are proud of the 
fact that they are part of a 
program that has confounded 
the utility “experts and done 
a magnificent job of service 
without profit. 

Aluminum 
Few things have excited the 

imagination of the American 
public and American business 
such as the recent contract for 
aluminum conductor made by 
the Wisconsin Electric Coop¬ 
erative with Reynolds Metals 
Company. Rural electric lead¬ 
ers demonstrated in that con¬ 
tract that the scarcities bom of 

(Continued on Page Nineteen^, 
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More Than 1000 Turn Out 
For Shelby Co-op Meeting 

More than 1000 members and their families of the Shelby 
Electric Cooperative (Shelbyville) attended the 11th annual 
meeting held at Taylorville on January 25. 

Principal speaker was A. E. Becker, state manager of the 
Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives. In his address, 
Becker pointed out that a genera¬ 
tion and transmission system for 
Illinois cooperatives would cost 
approximately $45,000,000. Although 
the investment would be large, the 
cost, of power to members would 
be greatly reduced. 

Problems of the recent sleet 
storm were referred to by Becker, 
who took this opportunity to ask 
farmer members of the co-op to 
either trim trees with overhang¬ 
ing limbs or remove the trees en¬ 
tirely. Becker also told of his ex¬ 
periences on recently held con¬ 
ducted tours sponsored by the 
state association. 

President's Report 
Retiring president V. N. Shutt 

of the Shelby co-op in his report 
to the membership, stated that the 
average consumption per month 
per member was 190 kilowatts, this 
is being carried on lines and a 
system originally designed for an 
average consumption of 100 kilo¬ 
watts. According to Shutt, this in¬ 
creased usage of current has made 
it possible for the co-op to main¬ 
tain its present rates. 

Manager’s Report 
In the report of Manager W. L. 

Walker, it was revealed that dur¬ 
ing the past year 922 new mem¬ 
bers had been approved by the 
board of directors. Most of these 
new members were on new hook¬ 
ups; 290 miles of new line being 
energized during the past year. 

Expansion plans call for 345 
miles ready for conductor wire 
and 238 miles of pole line set up. 

During the past year 4.4 miles 
of 69,000 volt transmission was set 
up; two new sub stations com¬ 
pleted and one more than three- 
fourths completed. 

The new stations completed have 

lessened the number of outages 
considerably and with the comple¬ 
tion of the third substation, it is 
expected that outages from storms 
will be very rare. 

Two-way Radio 

Walker also told the members 
of the improved service offered the 
cooperative by the recently in¬ 
stalled two-way radio system. 

The manager reviewed for the 
members the problems of construc¬ 
tion faced during the year. First 
the shortage of steel and then the 
shortage of aluminum conductor. 

Deliveries have improved recent¬ 
ly, according to Walker. 

Construction cost figures were 
cited. The original lines were set 
at a cost of £875 per mile with to¬ 
day's figure ixpected to show a 
$1500-$1600 r mile cost. 

A review the financial condi¬ 
tion of the cooperative showed 
that a suffici nt back-log of pre¬ 
payments were on hand to help 
the company weather emergencies. 

An informal vote showed that 
the membership present at the 
meeting would approve of a billing 
every two months instead of 
monthly. 

An awarding of gifts ended the 
meeting. 

Officers for the coming year 
are: 

Norman D. McCoy, Blue Mound, 
president; George F. Lumpp, Find¬ 
lay, vice-president; Wayland Bon- 
nell, Owaneco, secretary; John Van 
Syckel, Assumption, treasurer. 

Directors: V. N. Shutt, Shelby- 
ville; Le Rue Tice, Shelby ville; 
and Jay Sanner, Bethany. 

Manager of Farmers Mutual 
Tells of Year’s Progress 

Manager Walter Parson told members of the Farmers* 
Mutual Electric Company at their annual meeting “that exten¬ 
sion of the Cooperative's facilities cpuld be considered 100 
per cent complete.” 

In reviewing the past year. Manager Parson reported that 
in the past year the Cooperative's entire system was rehabili¬ 
tated which included a thorough job of clearing, straightening 
of poles, resagging of conductors, 

NO ONE ENJOYED the Shelby Electric co-op meeting more than 
Mrs, Frank Weitekamp of Stonington who received a brand new automatic 
washing machine. Manager W. L. Walker is about to hand her the cer¬ 
tificate for the machine, one of the many fine gifts given away at the 
meeting. 

McDonough Co-op Achieves 
Four Set Goals; Votes To 
Shift Annual Meeting Date 

Members of the McDonough Power Cooperative voted to 
shift their annual meeting date from February to September, 
re-elected the same directors and officers, and heard reports of 
excellent progress of their organization at their 11th annua 
meeting held Feb. H at the Presbyterian church in Macomb. 

This co-op serves the bulk of the rural territory in Mc¬ 
Donough and Warren counties and 
small parts of Knox, Henderson, 
and Fulton counties. 

Due to icy roads and a light 
sleet storm that fell most of the 
day ,the attendance was only about 
175 persons. The co-op has nearly 
3,000 members. 

Goals Accomplished 
The annual report to the mem¬ 

bership, detailed in a 10-page book¬ 
let handed out at the meeting, stat¬ 
ed that the co-op had accomplished 
four main goals in 1948, and had 
three goals scheduled for the 1949 
program. 

The goals accomplished in 1948 
were: Completion of D & H con¬ 
struction section; new allocation 
received and construction started 
on K section; completion of new 
headquarters building at Macomb; 
installation of two-way radio 
equipment. 

The goals for 1949 are: Con¬ 
struction of a sub-station at Rose¬ 
ville (site obtained recently and 
materials ordered); complete ma¬ 
jor maintenance; reduce interrup¬ 
tions by removing all tree hazards. 

Change Meeting 
The members at the meeting 

voted unanimously to shift the an¬ 
nual meeting date to September, 
because weather condidtions are 
better then and farmers are bet¬ 

ter able to attend meetings at that 
time of year. The action was tak¬ 
en through an amendment to the 
co-op’s by-laws. The board sent to 
all members in December a ques¬ 
tionnaire asking their preference 
as to when the annual meeting 
should be held. Over 600 replies 
were received, all favoring a 
change to September, it was an 
nounced at the meeting. 

Harvey Doll of Bushneil, Roy 
Kemper of Industry, and P. I. Kil 
ley of Monmouth were each elect 
ed to succeed themselves for an¬ 
other three years as members of 
the board of directors. 

At a meeting of the directors 
immediately following the gener¬ 
al meeting of the co-op members, 
G. Wayne Welsh of Sciota was re¬ 
elected president of the board. 
Harvey Doll of Bushneil was re¬ 
elected vice-president, Helen Hicks 
of Blandinsville was re-elected sec¬ 
retary, and Ralph Leighty of Ver¬ 
mont was re-elected treasurer. 

The other members of the board 
are Kenton Lofftus of Roseville, 
Blanche Noper of Good Hope, and 
H. C. Whitman of Cameron. 

President’s Report 
The annual report of President 

Welsh reviewed highlights of the 
monthly meetings of 1948 and some 

of the progress made by the com¬ 
pany. 

. A highlight, he reported, was the 
dedication last September of the 
new headquarters building. An¬ 
other highlight was the adoption, 
starting Jan. 1, 1948, of the capital 
credits plan which guarantees 
every member a share in the sur¬ 
pluses of the cooperative, payable 
after the obligation to the govern¬ 
ment is discharged. 

Mention Phone Co-op 
During his report to the mem¬ 

bers, President Welsh said that a 
rural telephone cooperative is 
something for the members to be 
thinking about. He read the fol¬ 
lowing from a speech by NRECA 
Executive Manager Clyde T. Ellis, 
which he asked the members to 
think over: • 

“There is a proposal that our 
government undertake a lending 
program which will provide the 

pulling up of guy wires, replacing 
conductor with larger sizes in some 
areas, the adding of additional con¬ 
ductors, the installation of addi¬ 
tional poles and anchors where 
needed. 

As a result of this work, the sys¬ 
tem was further strengthened 
against adverse weather condi¬ 
tions. In addition, the building of 
new lines provided for more equal 
distribution upon the cooperative’s 
sub-station facilities. 

Dependable Service 
With all this work completed, 

the manager said, “in the future 
each and every member of the sys¬ 
tem irrespective of location should 
receive highly efficient, adequate 
and dependable service.” 

Parson further advised that 
members should not hesitate to in¬ 
stall such electrical equipment as 
ranges, deep freeze units, chicken 
and pig brooders, water heaters, 
and stokers. 

In discussing rates, the manager 
revealed that the city of Geneseo, 
which is the source of the co-op's 

power, had increased wholesale 

rates in the last two years ap¬ 

proximately 23 per cent. This has 

made it necessary for the Cooper¬ 

ative to increase their retail rate 

last year approximately 13 per 

cent. The rates, however, compare 

favorably with the prevailing rates 

over the state and that electricity 

is still the cheapest item in the 
family budget. 

Finances 
In reviewing the financial con¬ 

dition of the co-operative, the 
manager stated that the position 
for 1948 was highly satisfactory. 
However, beginning in 1949 the sit¬ 
uation would be changed consid¬ 
erably due to the fact that the 
business would go into a strictly 
operating status. In view of the 
fact that the wholesale power rate 
had increased substantially, the 
co-op had a real economic problem 
to operate within a balanced bud¬ 
get. 

It was reported that for the 
11th consecutive year the cooper¬ 
ative did not have any delinquent 
accounts on its records. It has 
never lost one cent in delinquent 
accounts since it has been in op¬ 
eration. 

Other reports were submitted to 
the annual meeting by Jacob D. 
Gottsche, president, and M. Theo¬ 
dore Anderson, secretary-treasur¬ 
er. 

Officers for the coming year are: 
Jacob D. Gottsche, president; Ira 
L. Sieben, vice president; M. Theo¬ 
dore Anderson, secretary-treasurer. 

Board members, including th» 
above officers, are Charles Kla» 
vohn, Charles Yage, Mathew 
Smith, William Meier, William 
Fairle and Maurice Lewis. 

The annual meeting was held in 
the City Hall at Geneseo on Jan¬ 
uary 27. 

capital for telephone service to our 
millions of farm families who arc 
still without it. This might well 
be done through REA. The same 
families who want telephones, 
want electricity. There is an ad¬ 
vantage in using the same poles, 
if not the same wires, and we all 
know we can’t have the most effi¬ 
cient electric service in areas 
where there are no telephones. We 
would hope that a bill might be 
worked out that could assist exist¬ 
ing companies and also assist new 
companies to get started—includ¬ 
ing mutuals and co-operatives— 
where necessary. Certainly any 
expansion of service should help 
all companies because of the long 
distance business.” 

Arthur H. Peyton, manager of 
the co-operative, told the mem¬ 
bers that throughout the year 
1948 the cooperative stressed a 
definite planned program with re¬ 
spect to maintenance. 

Lines were repaired and im 
proved in sections to eliminate 
any difficulty and about 25 new 
oil circuit breakers and seetionaliz- 

THE RANGE RIDERS of Station WTAD, Quincy, entertained at 
the McDonough Power Co-op annual meeting, Feb, 14. 

ers were installed at various points 
on the system to improve the ser¬ 
vice to the members, he said. 

Sleet storms hits the co-op twice 
during the year, Manager Peyton 
recalled. He said that a sleet storm 
in January, 1948, cost the co-op 
about $6,000 to restore service and 
maintain lines. Recently another 
sleet storm hit the company lines 
very hard. That time, Peyton said, 
the co-op had its radio equipment 
in long and efficient use in dis¬ 
patching crews to locations in 
trouble. 

The manager said that the ra¬ 
dio system, installed last October, 
has paid big dividends in the oper¬ 
ation and maintenance of the sys¬ 
tem. 

The manager told the members 
that the new building constructed 
in 1948 cost them approximately 
$37,000. In addition the co-op has 
land worth $5,000, roads, and pole 
docks which brings the co-op’s to¬ 
tal investment to approximately 
$47,000. This is about $20,000 un¬ 
der the cost the co-op officials 
were told they would have to spend 
before work started. 

The report of the Treasurer 
Ralph Leighty, stated that as of 
Dec. 31, 1948, the co-op had paid 
back on its loan a total of $97,- 
498 through regular monthly pay¬ 
ments. It also has made advance 
payments on its loan of $22,678. 

The report of the secretary, Mrs. 
Helen Hicks, stated that the per¬ 
centage of attendance of the mem¬ 
bers at the metings the past year 
has been 84.3 per cent, which she 
said was an exceptionally good at¬ 
tendance for any board. 

Entertainment was furnished by 
“The Range Riders” of radio sta¬ 
tion WTAD at Quincy. They were 
introduced in a novel manner by 
Mrs. Helen Gillidette and Bob 
Yeast of the co-op office. 

Atty. William Harris led the 
members in group singing with 
Mrs. Chas. Hodges as accompan¬ 
ist. Over $250 worth of electrical 
appliances were awarded as at¬ 
tendance prizes. 

i 
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'Co-ops Run For Benefit Of 
Users’, REA Head Stresses 

‘Russians Don’t Want War,’ Strohm 
Informs Corn Belt Co-op Audience 

Noble Wrinkle, Region V Head, Applications and 
Loans Divisions, REA, was principal speaker at the annual 
meeting of the Clay Electric Cooperative, which was held at 
the grade school gym, Louisville, February 8. 

In his address, which was generously applauded by the 
600 persons present. Wrinkle referred to the historical back¬ 
ground of the cooperative move¬ 
ment as exemplified by the Roch¬ 
dale society founded 105 years 
ago. 

After listing the principles of the 
Rochdale group, Wrinkle com¬ 
pared them with the present-day 
electric cooperatives in Illinois. He 
challenged his listeners by referr¬ 
ing to the weaknesses that creep 
up in cooperatives despite the 
noble purposes for which they are 
organized. 

Advantages 
Wrinkle pointed out four ad¬ 

vantages that go with a farmer’s 
receiving electric service from his 
cooperative rather than from some 
other sources. The advantages 
were: 

1. Pride that goes with owner¬ 
ship. 
2. Electric service to members 

at cost ,not for profit. 
3. Opportunity for members to 

exercise their rights and voting 
privileges at home—fundamental 
in the strengthening of a democ¬ 
racy. 

4. A genuine opportunity to as¬ 
sist members in economical and 
wise use of electric power without 
profit being the sole motive. 

Summarizes 
Wrinkle summarized the funda¬ 

mental principles of a cooperative. 
“Cooperatives are run for the bene¬ 
fit of their patrons; and they are 
controlled by the patrons,” he said. 

Wrinkle’s address featured the 
afternoon session of the annual 
meeting. 

During the morning session 
Manager Elmo A. Cates read his 
annual report to the members and 
introduced various employees of 
the Cooperative. 

Manager Reports 

Manager Cates stated that the 
cooperative had “been able to con¬ 
struct 77 miles of lines during 1948 
to service 219 members. 37 miles 
of these lines were built by the 
Co-op crew. 190 miles of line are 
now under construction by con¬ 
tractor. 

“The contractor now has an ad¬ 
ditional 50 miles of line complete 
which could be energized if power 
were only available.” 

Cates revealed that the city of 
Flora notified the cooperative on 

December 31, that it would be un¬ 
able to carry any additional load. 
Consequently, service to new mem¬ 
bers has been delayed. 

REA Loan 
A loan of $281,000 made by the 

REA in August to the co-op will 
make possible a new substation 
and feeder lines. This substation 
will be connected to a new 33,000 
volt line now being constructed 
by the C. I. P. S. Co., from Olney 
to the Y east of Flora. This may 
be completed in this month. 

Manager Cates told the members, 
“although our operating expenses 
for this year was more than our 
revenue, we were able to reduce it 
and for the last nine months of 
1948, it was less than for the first 
three. In fact, for three months 
we had a black figure.” 

The manager attributed this suc¬ 
cess to the very efficient employees 
of the cooperative. 

The treasurer’s report showed 
taxes and insurance for the year 
1948 were $3,816.00. Interest ac¬ 
crued on REA loan was $11,041.59. 

Lunch Served 
Members in attendance at the 

annual meeting enjoyed a lunch 
served by members of the F.F.A. 
in an adjoining building. During 
the intermission a fine musical 
selection was rendered by the 
Louisville High School Band for 
entertainment of those in attend¬ 
ance. 

During the day certain attend¬ 
ance prizes were awarded and 
some 25 electrical gifts were dis¬ 
tributed to the members by means 
of a drawing; the prizes were do¬ 
nated by various electrical equip¬ 
ment dealers. 

A fine display of modern elec¬ 
trical devices and appliances were 
on display. A program of movies 
presented by the co-op’s attorney 
brought the meeting to a close. 

Immediately following the an¬ 
nual meeting of the members, the 
regular meeting of the Board of 
Trustees of the Clay Electric Co¬ 
operative, was held. 

The following officers were elect¬ 
ed: President, William L. Stan¬ 
ford, Flora; Vice-president, Guy 
Colclasure, Xenia; Secretary- 
treasurer, Ralph L. Smith, Flora. 

Your Cooperative held its eleventh 
Annual Meeting at the Paxton 
Community High School Febru¬ 
ary 15 to a crowd of over 1,000 
members who attended this meet¬ 
ing. Among the business trans¬ 
acted was the election of 11 direc¬ 
tors as follows: 

R. L. Stanford, Loda,—Ford 
County; Clarence Grosenbach, 
Thawville,—Ford County; Gerald 
Hodge, Milford,—Iroquois County; 
Carl Irving, Buckley,—Iroquois 

County; Wm. B. Lyon, Milford,— 
Iroquois, County; Albert Gove, 
Gilman,—Iroquois County; A. B. 
Hirstein, Cullom—Livingston Coun¬ 
ty. 

Wm. F. Ringler, Strawn,— 
Livingston County; Fred Bielfeldt, 
Anchor,—McLean County; Holly 
Ludwig, Fithian,—Vermilion Coun¬ 
ty; Ora Ross, Rossville,—Vermilion 
County. 

The meeting was one of the 
most successful meetings held 
by the cooperative. The Buck- 
aneers, entertainers from WLS, 
provided the music throughout 
the day and were very well 
received. Rev. C. G. Hall of 
Cathn, gave a very humerous 
talk to the members and kept 
them laughing throughout his 
speech. We have received many 
comments from our members 
in regard to the speaker and 
the entertainers. 
The manager reported that 1948 

was the largest year in the history 
of the cooperative and expects 
1949 to be even a much larger year. 
The cooperative is in good finan¬ 
cial condition. All bills are paid and 
$130,000 in prepayment on the prin¬ 
cipal has been made to REA as a 
cushion of credit. 

New Substations 
The two new substations at 

(Continued on Page Eight) 

With standing room only, 
the Corn Belt Electric Co- 
operative of Bloomington, 
called its 11th annual meeting 
to order, February 12, in the 
Lutheran School, Blooming¬ 
ton. 

An enthusiastic audience 
greeted the highly interesting 
and informative travelog by 
the noted author and editor, 
John Strohm. 

Catapulted to fame three years 
ago by his uncensored expedition 
in Russia which scooped the press 
of the world, Strohm prefaced his 
illustrated talk with personal views 
of the Russian threat to world 
peace. 

Don’t Want WaP 
“The Russian people do not want 

war,” he said emphatically and 
substantiated the statement with 
a description of the impressions of 
the people he had seen and inter¬ 
viewed during his extensive travels 
in Russia. 

“What they want, is a higher 
standard of living and peace.” The 
destruction of the last war cost 
the Soviets too much in human life 
and property, for the people to wish 
to go through it again. 

Moreover, he said, Russia’s food 
production is a serious handicap to 
her and that the bold and disturb¬ 
ing overtures she is presently mak¬ 
ing are bluffs. The Soviet nation 
is too weak at the moment to un¬ 
dertake a global conflict. 

Strohm brought colored slides 
made from uncensored pictures he 
had taken in Russia and other 
parts of the world. 

Life On Farm 
Describing life on the collective 

farm, Strohm revealed that the 
women do 80 per cent of the work 
and that elderly people also must 
work due to the fact so many male 
farm workers were killed or crip¬ 
pled during the war. 

Farmers do not own their land, 
but they do own their houses 
which for the most part, are ex¬ 
tremely crude structures. The farm 
chores are performed mainly by 
hand since there is very little ma¬ 
chinery anywhere in the nation. 

As on the farms, the women also 
outnumber the men in the fac¬ 
tories and earn approximately $60 
a year. Education in Russia re¬ 
ceives tremendous emphasis. 
Churches are open and well at¬ 
tended. 

Socialism ? 
The Russians say they have 

socialism not communism, Strohm 

JOHN STROHM 
asserted. The latter according to 
their definition does not fit the 
distribution of products which is 
based on the amount of work each 
individual contributes, and not on 
the distribution of goods according 
to each one’s need which is the 
ideological interpretation of com¬ 
munism. 

Other countries described in his 
talk and dramatically illustrated 
by colored slides included Italy, 
Poland, Czechoslovakia, Poland, 
Germany and Saudi Arabia. 

The Italians are extremely poor 
and are burdened with heavy tax¬ 
es making them susceptible to wild 
communistic promises and to neo- 
fascistic dreams. The Czechs and 
Poles are also very poor and, in 
addition, are in virtual bondage. 
As for the Germans, Strohm said 
they had lived so long under the 
heel of Nazi dictatorship, it is ex¬ 
tremely difficult to teach them 
democracy. 

Threat Prevails 
In most of the European coun¬ 

tries, the threat of communism 
prevails. “The only way we can 
lick it is to offer a positive pro¬ 
gram,” Strohm declared, such as 
providing expert help in rebuild¬ 
ing agriculture and industry. 

As an example of “a positive pro¬ 
gram”, Strohm cited the efforts be¬ 
ing carried on in Saudi Arabia by 

And this is my cash crop!” 

American industrial and agricul¬ 
tural technicians. 

Following the report of Presi¬ 
dent Walter Risser who told of the 
statewide survey to study prospec¬ 
tive sources for economical power, 
and Secretary-Treasurer Ruth Ot¬ 
to’s report in which she pointed to 
the co-op’s healthy financial condi¬ 
tion, Manager T. H. Hafer sum¬ 
marized the activities of Corn Belt 
Electric during the past year. 

The last 12 months were marked 
by steady growth and continued 
progress, Hafer pointed out. Mem¬ 
bers used much more electricity on 
the average and at lower kilowatt 
costs. The wholesale rates which 
the co-op pays the private utility 
supplier rose accounting for a de¬ 
crease in net surplus compared to 
the previous year. 

Area coverage, while considered 
100 per cent, lacks reaching that 
mark by the few applications yet 
to be hooked on pending comple¬ 
tion of their wiring or securing 
right-of-way. 

Hafer reviewed the highlights of 
the co-op's year which included the 
10-Year Exposition, the purchase 
of a pole yard, participation in 
underwriting a share of the cost 
of a statewide power study, and 
the acquisition of new equipment. 
He also made mention of the me¬ 
ter testing, tree-trimming, and wir¬ 
ing re-inspection programs. 

Rate Increase 
He predicted that because of the 

price increases on wholesale pow¬ 
er, some upward adjustments will 
be made on water heater current 
rates on which the co-op is prob¬ 
ably losing money. He praised 
the loyalty and efforts of the per¬ 
sonnel and thank the members for 
their “fine cooperation.” 

Because of a misinterpretation 
of the by-law requirements, it was 
erroneously announced at the 
meeting that two proposed changes 
had failed to pass. Needing only 
a majority vote, and not a two- 
thirds vote, as was later learned in 
rechecking the by-laws, the amend¬ 
ment to permit holding the annual 
meeting in any county the co-op 
serves, and another, to limit the 
voting of proxies to members on¬ 
ly, passed easily. The first by a 
vote of 218 to 112, and the second 
by 319 to 12. 

The entire board of directors 
was re-elected. Walter Risser was 
again chosen president, Frank 
Simpson, vice president, and Mrs. 
Ruth Otto, secretary-treasurer. 
Other directors are, Franklin Al¬ 
len, W. B. Ellis, H. O. Groves, Ho¬ 
mer Jeckel, Edward S. Kearney, 
Harry Miller, Ethel Moon, and 
Ivan Snow. 
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NEWS FROM NEWS FROM 
Clinton County Adams 

Breese, DL if Camp Point, 01. 

JOSEPH HEIMANN, Supt.jf DEAN SEARLS, Supt. 

In the year 1949 install running The response we have received 

J, H> Heimaim 

water on your farm and bathroom in 
your home. 

After electricity on your farm the 
next step is running water, not just 
in the house but in the barn, milk- 
house and poultry house. You cannot 
invest your money in any machinery 
that will save more labor than an 
electric pressure water system. Start 
your plans at once. If you have 

any questions on 

water systems we 
will help you get 
the answers. 

Have you talk¬ 
ed to your neigh¬ 
bor who does not 
have electricity? 
If you haven t 
make i t your 

business to talk to him and help your 
cooperative to get 100 per cent area 
coverage. If the right-of-way is ob¬ 
tained the line can be built immedi¬ 
ately. 

OUTAGE 

A short circuit on the 6900 volt 
circuit of the Illinois Power Company 
on the main power line feeding our 
Trenton substation caused a pole to 
start on fire. The current on 3300 
volt line which feeds our substation 
and is also attached to this pole had 
to be interrupted. This happened 
10:15 p.m. January 27th. This pole 
is one-half mile east of the Trenton 
substation and in the same line sec¬ 
tion with the substation. A crew was 
dispatched from Belleville to set a 
new pole and replace the cross arms. 
By 8 :20 a.m, on January 28th the 
burned pole had been taken from the 
line and a hole dug for the new pole. 
The line was then energized and ser¬ 
vice restored to our members. The 
setting of the new pole was completed 
on the night of January 29th. 

NEW APPLIANCES 

Refrigerators: George Holtmann, 
Robert E. Harting, Oliver Kaufmann, 
Herman Varel, Lee Hudspeth, Nor- 
bert Friderick. 

Mix-Masters: Burl A. Quick, Gay¬ 
lord Smith, Edmund G. Riess, Wm. 
Ganz, Clem Jansen, E. L. Norris. 

Stock Tank Heater: Robert Eilers, 
Christ Bollmeier. 

Radios: Norbert Friederick, Burl 
Bowen, Luther Paine. 

Clock: Henry Voland. 
Sweeper: Norbert Friederick, Leo 

Winkeler. 

Iron: Norbert Friederick. 
Electric Pump: Harold Cain, Harry 

Murray. 
Milking Machine: Harry Murray, 

Anton Jansen, Harold Murray. 

Water Heaters: Geo. Beckmann, 
Frank Heinzmann, M. B. Luebbers, 
Henry Buehne, Edward Santel. 

Water Systems: Henry Buehne, 
Ferris Wingo, Lawrence Korte. 

Range: M. B. Luebbers, R. H. 
Cunningham. 

Hot Plate: Luther Paine. 
Heater: Maurice Cox. 
Fan: Norbert Friederick. 

Deep Freeze: Harry Murray, E. 
L. Norris, Russel E. Ord, Theodore 
Kruep, Herman Mueller, Louis G. 
Hustedde, Herman Varel, Joe Peters, 
Edward Santel, Herman B. Frerker, 
Joe Kollrhann, Burl A. Quick, Wm. 
Schubert 

Stokers: Ben Schumacher, Emil 
Remmert, Herman L. Richter. 

Sewing Machines: Clem Jansen, 
Clarence Edwards, Norbert Friederick. 

Toaster: Arnold Emig, Luther 
Paine, Norbert Friederick. 

Wash Machine: Norbert Friederick. 
Clothes Dryer: Norbert Friederick. 

OPERATION REPORT 

Miles Energized   626.51 
Members Served     1,680 
Average Bill   ■■ - 6.80 . 
Average KWH 198.1 
KWH Sold     331,364 

from the letter calling your atten¬ 

tion to tree conditions along our 

lines as a result of the recent ice 

storm is very gratifying. Our of¬ 
fice has received many requests 
from the members to remove trees 

that i n t e r f ere 
with the opera¬ 
tion of the high 
voltage lines. 
These requests 
have been taken 
care of as 
promptly as our 
tree-cutting crew 

Dean Searls could get to 
them. 

There are many other places on 
our system where hedge has been 
permitted to grow into the lines 
and it is impossible for our crews 
to clear all of these cases. We 
ask that you check the line along 
your place and along your neigh¬ 
bors’ farms and if there is a bad 
hedge condition, you and your 
neighbors make arrangements soon 
to have the hedge removed. Only 
with the co-operation of every 

member can yoil expect trouble- 
free service. 

ARE YOU MOVING? 
If you are moving, be sure to no¬ 

tify us of the date you move, the 
meter reading and your new ad¬ 
dress. If you are moving to an¬ 
other farm on this system, be sure 
to read the meter on the new place 
as well as on the one you leave 
and notify us immediately. If you 
move off the system, we would still 
like to have your new address, in 
order that we might send you the 
final bill. It would also help if you 
would furnish us with the name of 
the person moving on the farm and 
the date they expect to take over. 

SELF-BILLING PLAN 
Most members have learned the 

new self-billing plan without any 
trouble and like it much better 
than the old system. However, 
there are a few members who have 
been sending in their payment and 
the stub without any reading. 

We would like to remind these 
members that their co-operative 
needs the meter reading and under 
the new self-billing plan the 10 
per cent penalty can be charged 
for not receiving the meter read¬ 
ing as well as for non-payment. 
Also, on the meter card bill which 
you receive each month, the bal¬ 
ances shown in red are to your 
credit and can be deducted from 
your current bill, and the balances 

shown in blue are a debit balance 
and should be added to your cur¬ 
rent bill. 

HAY FINISHING 
New Legumes and grasses avail¬ 

able to livestock producers have 
made possible “Hay” of higher 
quality than ever before grown. 
This high quality hay, on many 
farms, loses many tons of its pro¬ 
tein while curing in the field. Sun, 
rain and wind will “steal” valuable 
Vitamin A and Protein from hay 
that is left for many days exposed 
to the weather, for curing. 

The use of an Electric "Hay 
Finishing Fan” will greatly reduce 
these losses encountered on any 
farm. Most of the value, 75% Pro¬ 
tein, of legumes is stored in the 
leaves and it is not uncommon for 
50% of these to be wasted. 

Consider 10% protein in alfalfa 
and that you have 30 acres of hay, 
that will produce two tows per 
acre. If half the leaves are lost, it 
is 4,500 pounds of Protein. Com¬ 
pare this protein in value to that 
in linseed meal at $90 a ton. 

A pound of protein in the meal 
costs 12 cents. Applying this 12 
cents to the 4,500 pounds of protein 
lost in one year of alfalfa hay, it 
amounts to $540; an amount equal, 
for many barns, to purchase a fan 
and motor. This equipment can be 
“tailored” to suit your needs. 

The Power Advisor working for 

your co-operative can assist yo* 
make that “June in January” com# 
true for your livestock. 

Miss Elva Sargent, your horn# 
economist, has been giving inter 
esting home lighting demonstra* 
tions. The Rural Mothers’ Club at 
Camp Point and Clayton area spot* 
sored a meeting held in the horn# 
of Mrs. Orin Spark. 

Other meetings were held in th# 
Beverly Church and at Camde* 
School for the Camden Parenl 
Teachers Organization. On Jam* 
ary 26 a lighting demonstration 
was held at the Centennial Churck 

Cooking and lighting demonstra 
tions have been given for hom# 
economics classes in the Golden 
Clayton, Camp Point, Liberty &ni 
Quincy High Schools. On Febrir 
ary 8th, a cooking demonstration 
was held in the Mt. Sterling Higk 
School for wives, mothers and gill 
friends of veterans of On the Jot 
Training in Agriculture. Several 
other meetings were cancelled b©« 
cause of weather and road condi¬ 
tions. We hope later dates can be 
arranged for these groups. 

When treating fence posts with th# 

new cold-soak pentachlorophenol 
method, soak them in an old oi 
drum that has been set into th# 
ground a foot or so. It makes II 
easier to handle the posts. 

ymrlbwer line ftoblem 

ALUMINUM CABLE BOTTLENECK BROKEN! 

Here’s important news for both the unelectrified members 
of cooperatives as well as those plagued with low voltage 
problems. The aluminum cable bottleneck has been broken. 
Your cooperative can speed up its power line extension 
and "heavying-up” program soon, if it acts NOW! 

Through a plan initiated by the Reynolds Metals Company 
and Wisconsin Electric Cooperative, REA-Financed Systems 
are assured of ample and continuous cable supply to meet 
both present and future needs. Limited shipments of alumi¬ 
num cable will start in 90 days, increasing to maYtmnm 
quantities called for in the contract within ten months. 
Schedules call for delivery of 225 million pounds during 
1950, 1951, and 1952—enough to end the shortage that 
has existed since the war. 

EVERY COOPERATIVE AND POWER DISTRICT 
CAN SHARE THE BENEFITS! 

Here’s how your cooperative or power district can obtain its 
share of aluminum cable for continuing its new-line con¬ 
struction and "heavying-up” projects. Place your order, im¬ 
mediately, for your next three years’ requirements with 
Wisconsin Electric Cooperative for the aluminum conductor 
and accessories needed. The prices to REA Systems are guar¬ 
anteed and are not on the basis of “subject to change without 
notice”. Full details concerning placement of these orders 
have been furnished your cooperative’s manager. 

Wisconsin Electric Cooperative is distributing this alumi¬ 
num cable on a service-at-cost, non-profit basis. All savings 
realized in the distribution of this product will be returned 
to the patron cooperatives. 

WISCONSIN ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE 
Madison 3, Wisconsin 

'Serviced at &utt* REA faefoenativei" 
THIS ADVERTISING SPACE CONTRIBUTED BY THE REYNOLDS METALS COMPANY 

SERYTMO RURAL AMERICA WITH ALUMINUM CONDUCTOR. ROOFING. SIDING. BUILDING MATERIALS. PORTABLE IRRIGATION PIPE 

SIPHON TUBES. PAINT PIGMENTS. AND FREEZER FOIL 
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All Major Electric Lines 
Nearly Complete, Divernon 
Co-op Manager Tells Meet 

Near completion of all major lines in their area was reported 
by Manager Ralph White of the Rural Electric Convenience 
Cooperative" Company of Divernon, at its annual meeting Feb¬ 
ruary 7. He also said that practically all requests for service 
were filled and that only a few short extensions remain to be 
built. 

Because consumer use has jumped to an average of 170- 
175 kilowatts per month, the co-op is now faced with the 

problem of building more sub-sta¬ 

tions. 

He reported that construction 

was under way on one between 

Auburn and Waverly and that 

plans were being made for one in 

the Harvel area. The addition of 

these two to the present one south 

of Lake Springfield, should solve 

most of their low voltage problems, 

he added. 

The manager declared that total 

consumption in 1944 was three mil¬ 

lion kilowatts and in 1948 had 

reached nearly seven million. Gross 

income for 1944 was $113,000 and 

in 1948 was $204,966. The co-op’s 

original government loan of $260,- 

000 has been increased to $1,404,- 
000.00. Payments on principal as 
of December were $171,566.66. 

President’s Report 

In President Fred Harms’ re¬ 

port, he said that the co-op’s 

growth from 228 members serviced 
by 138 miles of line in 1937 to 
2,905 members serviced by 1,095 
miles of line today, was largely 
due to the excellent work and co¬ 
operation of both past and present 
officers and employees. 

Harms also pointed out that the 
attendance of nearly 1,000 people 
at this year’s annual meeting 
spoke well for the patrons inter¬ 
est in their organization. 

In the organization meeting im¬ 
mediately following the annual 
meeting, Harms was re-elected 
president; George Simon of Far- 
mersville, vice president; Joe Dow- 
son, Divernon, secretary-treasurer. 
Other directors are Emil Huesch- 
en, Morrisonville; Clyde Deal, 
Pawnee; Lester Draper, Pawnee; 
Lester Miller, Girard; Otto J. Ot- 
ten, Modesto; Frank Caruthers, 
Waverly. 

The importance of tree removal 
and trimming was emphasized by 
the manager as being vital in the 
prevention of outages. Letters 
were read from cooperatives at 
Winchester and Petersburg ex¬ 
pressing thanks for the lend of 
men and equipment during the re¬ 

cent sleet storm. These . letters 

bore out the fact that falling limbs 
caused the most damage. 

In the discussion of the new 
sub-stations it was brought out 
that power would be purchased 
from the Central Illinois Public 
Service Company for the north¬ 
west station and from the Illinois 
Power Company for the southern 

station. It was made plain that 
this would merely be power pur¬ 
chases and no part of the com¬ 
pany was being taken over by 
these private utilities. 

The main speaker of the day 
was Noble D. Wrinkle, regional 
head of Applications and Loans 
Division of the REA. Wrinkle dis¬ 
cussed in interesting detail the 
workings of cooperatives from the 
1844 birth of the Rochdale Society 
in England to the present cooper¬ 
ative structures. He showed how 
this small society of 19 people 
grew until in 100 years later it 

was distributing 85 per cent of the 
foodstuff used in England and had 
paid back $120,000,000 in patronage 
refunds. 

The Rochdale society worked ar¬ 
duously prior to its beginning to 
evolve a set of regulations for gov¬ 
erning its co-op and those regula¬ 
tions still apply today. Wrinkle 
listed the regulations and asked 
that each member of Divernon co¬ 
operative ask himself if they ap¬ 
plied in his case. 

The regulations included, open 
membership; one member one 
vote; limited interest on capital; 
distribution of fearnings on patron¬ 
age; careful trading on market 
price; equitable rights of religion 
and politics; constant education; 
constant expansion. 

The speaker warned of the dan¬ 
gers that co-ops might encounter 
and stressed that an active part by 
each member in the affairs of the 
organization would insure its suc¬ 
cess. 

Head Bookkeeper Manford White 
was praised highly on the manner 

[ in which the financial report was 
: presented. It clearly showed the 
position, of the cooperative to each 
of the members. 

In addition to the business meet¬ 
ing there was a wide and varied 
program of entertainment cli¬ 
maxed by the awarding of prizes 
at the close of the meeting. The 
major prize, an electric roaster, 
was given as the Early Bird prize 
and went to Arthur Stiltz of Vir- 
den. Lunch was served at noon 
by the Home Economics class of 
the Divernon High School, where 
the meeting was held. 

MAIN SPEAKER AT the Rural Electric Convenience Cooperative 
annual meeting, Feb. 7, was Noble Wrinkle, Region V head, REA A. and 
L. division. Wrinkle spoke on cooperative principles. 

NEWS FROM 
W ayne-White 

Fairfield, HI. 

OWEN ). CHANEY, Mgr* 

TELEPHONE NUMBERS 
In case ot emergency call before 8:00 

a. m. or after 5:00 p. m. call the 
following: 

For Carmi, McLeansboro, Norris City 
and vicinity, call Chalon Carter, Phone 
No. 123, Norris City, or Everett Phil¬ 
lips, Phone No. 38 J, Norris City. 

For all of Edwards County, all of 
Wayne County, Crossville, Calvin and 
Phillipstown, in White County, call 
Cloyd Musgrave, SOM, Norman Davis 
639J, Charles Mann 451 M or Bill 
Fleming, 11F23. all of Fairfield. 

* * * 

Those trees that Grandpa set out 
a good many years ago sure did 
raise Cain last month when the 
ice was on. 

Those old limbs couldn’t take it 
any more. They just sagged down 
on the lines or broke off. Result: 
You were out of electric service 
from 12 to 24 hours. 

Trees over-hanging the line 
should be cut. Very few of them 
have any value except sentimental 
value. We often hear some one 
say, "You can build your line along 

here, but I don’t want that old tree 
cut, Grandpa set it out.” Or “I 
used to rest the horses in the shade 
of that tree, when I was a boy”. 
. The only value we see to a tree 

close to the hi-line is for lumber 
or firewood and you can’t use it 
for either one, unless you cut it 
down. Well, anyway, trees caused 
a lot of damage to the. line and a 
lot of outages when the ice was 
on. We would like to avoid this, 
in the future, if possible. 

NRECA Convention 

The National Rural Electric Co¬ 
operative Association convention 
held in New York City the first 
part of February was attended by 
a lot of cooperative-minded peo¬ 
ple from all over the United States. 
This issue of the Illinois REA 
News has a lot to say about this 
convention and what the NRECA 
is doing for rural electrification. 
We hope you can find time to read 
about it. 

Outages 

During the past two months, we 
have been plagued by outages es¬ 
pecially in the area served from 
Cisne. Much of the trouble here 

has ben caused by failure of the 

power company line that supplies 

the- cooperative, at Cisne. 

The Central Illinois Public Ser¬ 

vice Company, from which we buy 

our power, is rebuilding its line 
from Olney to Flora. This new 
line is being built over the old one. 
In order to do this it is necessary 
to lean the poles of the old line 
over in many places. This means 
that this line is being operated in 
an unstable manner. When the 
new line is completed, our service 
will be much better in every re¬ 
spect. We want to thank you peo¬ 
ple, who have been suffering from 
these outages, for your courtesy, 
patience and cooperation. 

PEN PALS 

In looking through the Febru¬ 
ary issue of the Illinois REA News, 
we again find that your coopera¬ 
tive is pretty well represented in 
the Junior REA News column. 
Seven of the 24 letters printed on 
this page are from children living 
on our lines. They are Thelma 
Coil, Keenes; Peggy Dawn Thom¬ 
as, Cisne; Glenda Ann Pyle, Car- 

MANAGER L. C. Marvel expresses his appreciation after being award¬ 
ed a 10 year service pin at the Western Illinois Electrical Co-op meeting in 
Carthage. Seated are Wilbur Capps, toastmaster, and Lloyd Dickson, 
co-op president. 

462 New Members Hooked On 
By Carthage Co-op In '48 

More than 450 members gathered 

in the Masonic Temple in Carthage 

to attend the 10th annual meeting 
of the Western Illinois Electrical 
Coop, held Tuesday afternoon, Feb¬ 
ruary 8. Guest Speaker John 
Strohm, noted world traveler and 
editor, described living conditions 
as they exist in countries behind 
the Iron Curtain. Strohm recently 
returned from a trip through the 
Balkan countries and the Middle 
East. 

President Lloyd Dickson of Dal¬ 
las City presided at the meeting 
and in his annual report to the 
members said that during 1948 
there were 462 new members ac¬ 
cepted by the Cooperative. Total 
member-consumers as of January 
1 stood at 2,071. Detailing some of 
the Cooperative’s financial activi¬ 
ties during the past year, he noted 
that it had received an allocation 

| loan from the government of $253,- 
000. Of this amount $162,000 was 
designated for line extensions; $4,- 
500 for additional transportation 
equipment; $1,500 for additional 
tools and work equipment; $5,000 
for additional office equipment; 
$13,000 for the construction of the 
garage warehouse building; $4,000 
for two-way radio equipment; and 
also a $50,572 deficiency require¬ 
ment was allowed for the com¬ 
pletion of construction work al¬ 
ready underway. 

Important Step 

Dickson declared that one of the 
most important steps taken by the 
board of directors during the year 
was the adoption of the NRECA 
retirement and security program 
and also the accident and health 
insurance plan for the employees of 
the Cooperative. Dickson said, “By 
adopting these new programs, we 
shall be able to keep well-trained 
employees and this in turn will 
maintain your service at a high 
level.” Dickson added that the 
number of employees stood at 25, 
January 1, and that four persons 
had been employed since that 
time. 

In his manager’s report, L. C. 
Marvel provided statistics concern¬ 
ing increased operation of the 
Western Illinois Electrical Cooper¬ 
ative during 1948. As of December 
31, there were 786.33 miles energiz¬ 
ed, an increase of 149.47 miles dur¬ 
ing the year. He said that the 

mi; Mary Ellen Roser, Maunie; 
Velma Coil, Keenes; Linda Wilson, 
Keenes; and Margary Withrow, 
Sims. 

A good representation, don’t you 
think? We know that reading the 
statewide paper is a step in the 
right direction toward being good 
future co-op members. More pow¬ 
er to you. 

average KWH use per member to¬ 
taled 186, an increase of 15 KWH 
over 1947. 

Marvel outlined projects of ex¬ 
pansion which will be started dur¬ 
ing the coming year and warned 
members that they may experience 
service interruptions during the 
year. “These interruptions will be 
unavoidable since we will be mak¬ 
ing the line conversions necessary 
to provide heavier lines to take 
care of the loads that will be com¬ 
ing on.” 

Members elected seven directors 
to the W. I. E. C. board. Those 
elected include Dickson; H. A. Al¬ 
len, Sutter; Lee Murphy, Carthage; 
Mrs. Ruby Hurst, Plymouth; 
Charles Siegrist, Niota; Robert R. 
Wagner, Burnside; and Mrs. Ruth 
Stevenson, Hamilton. Directors 
will serve for one year. 

Recognition went to six directors 
and employees for 10 years service 
with Western Illinois Electrical Co¬ 
operative. Presented 10-year serv¬ 
ice pins were Dickson, Marvel, Lee 
Murphy, Mrs. Ruth Stevenson, Mrs. 
Ruby Hurst, all directors, and Miss 
Mary Brady, bookkeeper. 

Inclement weather forced post¬ 
ponement of a meeting February 
14 scheduled for the new board of 
directors. New officers will be 
elected at a later meeting. 

The members especially enjoyed 
the informative talk by John 
Strohm. Mr. Strohm presented col¬ 
ored slides of life in the Eastern 
European countries, along with 
pertinent discusions of each pic¬ 
ture and said that the people of the 
countries behind the Iron Curtain 
are not content but he found them 
restless and eager for information 
about the West and the United 
States. 

Your Electric Wiring 
Good wiring, safe wiring, is the 

responsibility of everyone concern¬ 
ed with the job of electrifying a 
farm, including the farmer. 

It is important for a farm fam¬ 
ily to plan, when its wiring is in¬ 
stalled, for all the uses to which 
the wiring will be put, now and in 
the future. Make sure that the 
wiring is safe, and make sure that 
equipment is used in a safe man¬ 
ner. 

It is very important that all wir¬ 
ing . be inspected by a competent 
inspector before it is put into use, 
and that it be reinspected periodi¬ 
cally to insure safety. 

A farmstead electric wiring job 
is only as good as the planning 
that precedes it, the electrician who 
installs it, the materials he uses, 
and the care it is given. Electri¬ 
cal equipment, too, will only work 
safety and well if it is installed 
properly and operated as it should 
be operated. 
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Biggest NRECA Convention Yet 
(From Page One) 

representatives of special in¬ 
terests who wish to exploit 
these resources for private gain, 
he said. 

A sobering challenge to the 
cooperative movement was is¬ 
sued by Krug when he said 
that the public power groups 
must do a better job than the 
private power advocates. 
Otherwise, the people will seek 
other means of getting what 
they want. 

AIKEN 
Senator George D. Aiken, 

Vermont, after paying tribute 
to the TVA, Hoover and Bon¬ 
neville hvdro-electric develop¬ 
ments and the part they played 
in World War II, confined 
most of his remarks to the pro¬ 
posed developments along the 
St. Lawrence River. . 

The development of power 
along the St. Lawrence would 
be of great value to the econ¬ 
omy of the northeast United 
States and play an important 
part in the national defense 
program. 

Aiken told of the opposi¬ 
tion of private utilities to the 
project and gave figures 
showing the high cost of 
electric power to consumers 
in New England under pre¬ 
sent operations. 
One proposed dam on the 

river would supply power 
equivalent to the entire TVA 
output. The St. Lawrence pro¬ 
ject would provide aat inland 
seaway. 27 feet deep, reach¬ 
ing 2,350 miles into the heart 
of the Continent and connect 
tlte mid-west with the sealanes 
of the world. This develop¬ 
ment of particular interest to 
the mid-west farmer. 

Said Aiken: “Ottr failure to 
develop and use our inexhaust¬ 
ible resources such as the St. 
Lawrence River, is just as 
short-sighted and just as waste¬ 
ful as it is to squander our ex¬ 
haustible natural wealth.” 

BRANNAN 
Praising the delegates as 

representatives of “business- 
managed. tax-paying” organi¬ 
zations. Secretary of Agricul¬ 
ture Charles F. B r a n n a n, 
showed how the management 
practices and taxes paid of the 
cooperatives comparably fav¬ 
orably with the privately- 
owned companies. 

Brannan fitted the rural elec¬ 
trification movement m as part 
of the total picture of the abun¬ 
dant life for American farmers. 

After discussing the do¬ 
mestic and world marketing 
of farm produce, the Secre¬ 
tary turned to the subject of 
telephones for farm homes. 
He recommended Federal 
loan assistance to the job of 
speeding up rural telephone 
service. 
Rural electrification accord¬ 

ing to Brannan, is one of the 
major goals of achieving better 
farm living. He characterized 
the cooperative movement as 
“a home-spun brand of private 
enterprise to improve living and 
working conditions.” 

WICKARD 
Condemning the “power 

monopolies for their obstruc¬ 
tionist tactics, REA Adminis¬ 
trator Claude R, Wkrkard stat¬ 
ed that the progress of the co¬ 
operative movement complete¬ 
ly belied the prophecies of fail¬ 
ure made by the people who op¬ 
posed this program. 

Wickard said that the 
problem of power Is vttaf to 
the welfare of the entire na- 

NEW OFFICERS OF National Rural Electric Cooperative A^soc.at.on 
elected at the convention in New York City last month are, Clyde H, Sey- 
bold of Indiana, vice president, and Clark T. McWhorter of Oklahoma, 
president. Avery C. Moore of Washington, D, C., was re-elected secretary- 
treasurer. Outgoing officers were President T. E. Craddock of Texas and 
Vice-President Ben Jaspers of Iowa. 

30-day period on 
and transmission. 

generation 

tion. Because of the lack of 
power, energization of lines 
completed is delayed. In 
other areas the service is 
poor. Rising wholesale costs 
of power are hampering the 
program. 
The REA Administrator 

urged the (1) development of 
our great hydro-electric re¬ 
sources, and (2) make power 
from our river developments 
available to consuming centers 
at low and equitable rates. Fed¬ 
eral agencies should be used to 
implement the program. Wick¬ 
ard said. 

The general idea of the effi¬ 
ciency of the big corporations 
was attacked by Wickard. Us¬ 
ing the situation in aluminum 
to support his view, the Wis¬ 
consin Electric Co-operative s 
contract with the Reynolds Me¬ 
tals Company for aluminum 
conductor offers “a bright ray 
of hope on what otherwise is 
a darkening picture in this 
field.” 

CRADDOCK 
T. E. Craddock, NRECA 

President ,in a hard-hitting talk 
that pulled no punches, at¬ 
tacked the two major problems 
facing the REA Cooperative 
movement. He listed the pow¬ 
er shortage and the campaign 
of the commercial power inter¬ 
est to destroy the cooperatives. 

“There is not a state in 

the Union in which a coop¬ 
erative's power situation 
does not reflect an acute 
shortage of power,” he said. 

Not only have private inter¬ 
ests tried to buy out established 
cooperatives at low cost, but 
they have set into motion their 
greatest frontal attack on co¬ 
operatives, and on all aspects 
of public power, the NRECA 
president said. He specifical¬ 
ly referred to the activities of 
the National Association of 
Electric Companies, the Edi¬ 
son Electric Institute and the 
Electric Companies’ Advertis¬ 
ing Program. These interests 
are reported to have spent as 
much as $800,000 alone for a 
single radio program. 

Craddock also referred to the 
aluminum conductor shortage, 
the need for extended time in 
repayment of REA loans, and 
serious consideration to the 
proposals of the Hoover Com¬ 
mission. 

The following things to do 
were listed by Craddock: 

Request for sufficient ad¬ 
ministrative funds for REA. 

Ask Congress to change the 
amortization period from 35 to 
50 years. 

Make every effort to stop 
the loss of so many experienced 
and capable managers to other 
organiztaions. 

Ask for the removal of the 

Consider the problem of rur¬ 
al telephones. 

Not let the Hoover Commis¬ 
sion send REA to the scrap 
heap. 

ELLIS 
A specific program of action 

was given the delegates by 
Clyde T. Ellis, Executive Man¬ 
ager of the NRECA. In out¬ 
line he suggested the following 
items for action: 

Increase in the REA Loan 
Funds. The $400,000,900 set 
aside for the current is not 
enough. Expansion can go 
ahead as aluminum conductor 
is the only item short for dis¬ 
tribution services and this bot¬ 
tleneck has been broken. 

Increase in Administrative 
Funds. Lack of high enough 
pay is causing many of per¬ 
sonnel to leave service. 

More attention to problem 
of generation and transmis¬ 
sion of electricity. “Our 
only bargaining power in 
dealing with the profit elec¬ 
tric companies for wholesale 
energy is our unrestricted 
right to generate or transmit 
our own power when neces¬ 
sary. This right must be 
kept.” 
The executive manager de¬ 

scribed the need for increased 
appropriations for research in 
farm electrification and set 
$500,000 as a reasonable 
amount that should be set aside 
for this. 

In order to help co-ops ex¬ 
tend rural electrification to the 
sparsely settled areas of the na¬ 
tion, Ellis declared that the 
REA act should be amended to 
allow amortization of loans 
over a 50 year period instead 
of the present maximum of 35 
years. He also favored REA 
loans to municipalities to gen¬ 
erate electricity in conjunction 
with serving the power needs 
of rural electric co-ops that 
could tie-in. 

The rural electric cooper¬ 
atives must undo the dam¬ 
age done to public power 
during the 80th Congress, 
Ellis stressed. “We must 
let the country and the Con¬ 
gress know that we, the 10 
million farm people, have no 
intention of seeing the na¬ 
tion's power program further 

retard- 

AGAIN THIS YEAR, the traditional Illi¬ 
nois Breakfast, was one of the highlights of 
the NRECA convention which was held last 
month in New York City. 

Besides bringing together those attending 
the convention from Illinois, the breakfast 
guests included rural electrification leaders 
and officials of REA and the Natioaal Associ¬ 
ation. Administr ato-r Claude Wickard is 

shown speaking. Left to right at the speakers 
table are, NRECA Vice President Ben Jas¬ 
pers, President T. E. Craddock, (Wickard), 
Illinois Statewide President Edward P. Oh- 
ren, NRECA Executive Manager Clyde T. 
Ellis, Dairyland Power Co-op President E. J. 
Stoneman, REA Assistant Administrator 
George Haggard, Wisconsin Statewide Pres¬ 
ident H. O. Mefby, and Illinois Statewide 
Secretary-Treasurer Everett R. Read, 

wrecked or further 
ed.” 

Ellis called the Hoover Com¬ 
mission task force which 
studied the REA, “unfriendly.” 
In its recent report, the “task 
force recommended abolish¬ 
ing the REA agency. 

“To do with REA what the 
Hoover “task force” recom¬ 
mends, would wreck both REA 
and the efficiency of the pro¬ 
gram. We may as well serve 
notice right now that any at¬ 
tempt to kill REA, or to hide 
it in a bureau drawer, or to do 
the same with the power agen¬ 
cies, will bring on a fight that 
will make some people think 
last fall s election is being held 
all over again.” 

Speaking on rural telephones, 
the NRECA manager said that 
extending rural telephones 
might be done through REA, 

Ellis also described the Na¬ 
tional Association’s role in im¬ 
plementing the contract for 
aluminum conductor between 
Wisconsin Electric Coopera¬ 
tive and Reynolds Metal Com¬ 
pany of Richmond, Va, He 
referred to it as breaking the 
bottleneck” o f aluminum 

which has been hampering the 
extension of rural electric lines. 

KEFAUVER 
Senator Estes Kefauver, 

Tennessee, used the TVA to 
illustrate his views on rural 
electrification. 

After stating the major ele¬ 
ments of power policy, Kefauv¬ 
er advanced the thought that 
TVA is the “greatest political- 
economic invention since our 
Bill of Rights. And, as our 
Bill of Rights, it is subjected to 
the fiercest opposition. Because 
it meets the specifications of a 
democratic people, it is des¬ 
tined to succeed. Because it is 
likely to succeed, it is destined 
to be tried elsewhere. Because 
it must be applied elsewhere, 
the valley authority will sound 
the death knell to private 
privilege and to the vested in¬ 
terests in a scarcity economy. 
No wonder the TVA is at¬ 
tacked by those who enjoy the 
fruits of unrestrained monopo¬ 
ly and irresponsible corporate 
enterprise.” 

POAGE 
The address of W. R. Poage, 

member of Congress from 
Texas, was devoted to a dis¬ 
cussion on the extension of 
telephone services among rur¬ 
al people. 

Congressman Poage reveal¬ 
ed some startling figures of 
the decline of rural telephone 
service in recent years as far¬ 
mers gave up their small com¬ 
panies and the services came 
under monopoly control. In 
1920 independent companies 
served 40 per cent of telephone 
users; by 1940 they served less 
than 20 per cent. 

The number of rural phones 
in 1920 was 2,498,493 which m 
the succeeding 20 y e ar s 
dropped to 1,526,959. 

Poage in conjunction with 
Senator Lester Hill, Alabama, 
has introduced legislation in 
the- past four Congresses to ex¬ 
tend rural telephone services 
along REA lines. He closed 
his remarks by comparing the 
need for cheap and efficient 
telephone service to the need 
for cheap and adequate rural 
electricity. 

The delegates to the seventh 
annual NRECA meeting were 
welcomed to New York City 
by Mayor William O Dwyer. 
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Southern Illinois Members Vote To 
Abolish Proxies; Large Attendance 
of 1,500 Overflows Dongola Gym 

Overcast skies hinting at the threat of rain failed to temper 
the spirit of an estimated 1500 members who packed the Don¬ 
gola gym Saturday, February 12, and overflowed outside the 
building to participate in the 10th annual meeting of the South¬ 
ern Illinois Electric Cooperative. 

Lewis Johnson, Metropolis, Co-op President, opened the 
meeting with a plea for continued cooperation between the di¬ 
rectors, manager and the mem¬ 
bers and reminded his large audi¬ 
ence that “Together we stand, di¬ 
vided we fall.” 

Coop Attorney John Paul Davis 
presented prescribed changes in 
by-laws to the members who ap¬ 
proved a new annual meeting date; 
changed the tenure of the direct¬ 
ors; eliminated voting by proxy 
and voted unanimously to discon¬ 
tinue future payments of “hook¬ 
up” refunds. 

By-Law Change 
Manager George Endicott and 

the board of directors have long 
felt that the annual meetings have 
outgrown the capacity of avail¬ 
able indoor facilities in Dongola 
and have urged amending the by¬ 
laws in order to permit them to 
move the meeting date up from 
February, to a date between Aug¬ 
ust 15 and September 15, so that 
outdoor arenas could be used to 
accomodate larger crowds. Mana¬ 
ger Endicott expected attendance 
records to jump from 1,500 to 2,500 
if any one of the three fairgrounds, 
Anna, Vienna or Metropolis, were 
used in the Co-op area as the an¬ 
nual meeting sites. 

Russell Holcomb, Ullin, line fore¬ 
man, accepted a bronze safety 
plaque from Noble Wrinkle, Re¬ 
gional Head A. and L. Division 
REA, in behalf of the 36 Co-op em¬ 
ployees who have worked 250,000 
man hours without an accident. 
Holcomb gave credit to the splen¬ 
did cooperation between the di¬ 
rectors, manager, members and 
workers for the enviable record 
established by his crew. Wrinkle 
praised the men for their undaunt¬ 
ed efforts to overcome the hazards 
of weather and break-down and 
told of the courage it took to work 
daily with high voltage electrical 
lines. 

Manager’s Talk 
Manager George Endicott gave 

the huge throng an interesting 
“chart talk”, taking the group back 
to the lean years of the first ener¬ 
gizing in March, 1940 during which 
month the Co-op grossed $524. The 
steady march of progress since 
that date has boosted the gross 
monthly revenue to $19,607 and 
the rate is steadily climbing as 
the cooperative continues its ex¬ 
pansion. 

Endicott pointed out that the 
proposed expansion would event¬ 
ually cover 600 miles of line and 
1500 members. Approximately 50 
per cent of this goal has been 
realized. The newest addition to 
the fold, Endicott said, would be 
the town of Karnak which is at 
present being served by the gen¬ 
erators of the Main Brother’s Box 
and Lumber Company. 

The cooperative’s merchandising 
department was ordered over¬ 
hauled and expanded by the mem¬ 
bers by a unanimous vote. 

The change in the directorship’s 
tenure was brought about by the 
increased complications of admin¬ 
istering the REA and the fear that 
a release of too many experienced 
directors would create a serious 
administrative situation where 
“green” directors would be unable, 
from lack of experience, to meet 
the many emergency problems that 
face the board. 

Under the' new setup, the nine 
directors will be alternated with 
three members serving one year 
terms; three members serving two 
year terms and three mmbers serv¬ 

ing three year terms. “Every year 
thereafter three directors will be 
elected for a term of three years 
and in order to insure geographi¬ 
cal representation only one direct¬ 
or is to be elected from any one 
county within the cooperative for 
the same year. 

Repeal ‘Proxy’ 
Repeal of the “proxy” vote was 

carried without opposition as 
Manager Endicott told members 
the elimination of the “proxy” vote 
should bring more members to the 
meeting where they could get to 
know their directors personally 
and to get a larger perspective of 
the Co-op’s business affairs. 

The resolution to amend the “re¬ 
fund” law under “transfer and ter¬ 
mination of membership,” brought 
a flood of questions from the floor 
by members who did not under¬ 
stand the reasons for the action. 
Manager Endicott said that it 
would have little affect on anyone 
except those who were constantly 
moving about from place to place 
demanding refunds after each 
move. 

It was agreed by the members 
that no line would be energized 
unless 85 per cent of the members 
have their property wired or a 
year’s minimum bill paid. In the 
future members will be required to 
clear right-of-way on new con¬ 
struction. 

A rate increase was also ap¬ 
proved and was explained by ref¬ 
erence to the slim margin on which 
the cooperative is operating. If 
the rate had remained unchanged, 

abolishment of the special hot wa¬ 
ter rate was in prospect. The new 
rate addition calls for a 10 cent in¬ 
crease on 50 kwh; 32 cents on 100 
kwh and 75 cents on 300 kwh. 

Pays Taxes 
In answers to queries from the 

floor regarding the taxes paid by 
the cooperative, officers said that 
total taxes for 1948 amounted to 
$20,386.42. Employees income tax, 
$8,467.38; excise tax, $396.14; un¬ 
employment tax, $2,264.32; energy 
tax, $5,698.33; contribution tax, 
$566.07; property tax, $1,893.76 and 
sales tax, $1,100.42. 

The following officers and di¬ 
rectors were unanimously elected: 

Lewis Johnson, Metropolis, pres¬ 
ident; Otto Finger, McClure, vice 
president; Clyde Hogendobler, Vil¬ 
la Ridge, secretary-treasurer: 
William Planert, Unity; K. R. 
Douglas, Karnak; Martin Wittke. 
Metropolis; Ray Guthrie, Cobden; 
Tom Eddleman, Dongola and 
Charles Soper, Belknap, all direct¬ 
ors. 

The tremendous job of serving 
the noon meal to the approximate 
1500 hungry members was effi¬ 
ciently accomplished by the Union 
County Home Bureau. 

REA Speaker 
Noble Wrinkle, REA Regional 

head of the Application and Loans 
Division, speaker of the day, 
claimed the rapt attention of the 
gathering by his homey, down-to- 
earth approach to the local and 
national problems faced by the 
REA. 

Wrinkle said that he was proud 
to be a “country boy” working for 
a system that realizes there are 
four kinds of government. He said, 
“Where the ignorant rule the ig¬ 
norant is tyranny. Where the ig¬ 
norant rule the wise is dictator¬ 
ship. Where the wise rule the 
ignorant is aristocracy and where 

the wise rule the wise is democra¬ 
cy.” 

Looking back to 1935 when only 
10 per cent of the nation’s farms 
were electrified, Wrinkle pointed 
out that when the REA was 
formed in 1935, $40,000,000 was al¬ 
located to organizing the rural co¬ 
operatives. The REA is essential¬ 
ly a lending agency, he said, and 
has loaned enough money to build 
40,000 miles of line in Illinois and 
1,000,000 miles in the nation. 

REA Opposition 
Wrinkle said that opposition to 

the REA comes from the country’s 
167 tax paying utilities which, he 
said, are spending 10 million dol¬ 
lars annually on advertising to 
fight the cooperatives. He said 
that the consumer foots these ad¬ 
vertising costs. 

The REA has no income on 
which to pay taxes because they 
operate at costs, Wrinkle stated. 
He pointed out that in Germany 
one-half of one per cent owned 40 
per cent of all natural resources 
and in Japan one and one-half per 
cent owned 50 per cent of the re¬ 
sources. 

He made it clear that in a co¬ 
operative the members own all 
assets and that a rate increase was 
not too important because all ex¬ 
tra funds remain with the cooper¬ 
ative as working capital. 

Lists Basic Points 
He listed eight points as the 

basis for a successful cooperative, 
naming, open membership; one 
member one vote; limited interest 
on capital; distribution of earn¬ 
ings on patronage; cash trading at 
market prices; neutrality in reli¬ 
gion and politics; constant educa¬ 
tion and continuous expansion. 

Wrinkle said that the weakness 
of the cooperatives is that you 
cannot move any faster than the 
majority of members will permit 
and the failure of its members of 
understand all the principles of 
cooperative management. With 
over 25,000 cooperatives in opera¬ 
tion in the U. S., Wrinkle said that 
their success depended upon good 
management and member cooper¬ 
ation. 

It is estimated that 1,300,000,000 
acres of unused land in the world can 
be developed for crop production. 

HAULING COFFEE FOR 1,500 members attending the Southern Illinois Electric co-op annual meeting at 
Dongola, Feb. 12, was a change for these two co-op linemen, James Sloan, left, and W. C. Huff. But like most 
co-op employees, they’re out to give service to the members whether it’s repairing an outage or transporting a 
1,000 gallons of coffee. The members consumed the beverage with 3,000 sandwiches, 1,500 apples and 1,500 cup¬ 
cakes at the noon meal prepared by the Union County Home Bureau. 

Eastern Illinois- 
(fi’rom Page Four) 

Paxton and Hoopeston are now 
under construction and will be 
completed this spring. • These have 
been installed to give our mem¬ 
bers in both of those areas the 
very best of service and to take 
care of the additional load and the 
additional members who will be 
connected in the near future. 

Similar equipment has been or¬ 
dered for a new substation to be 
installed near Donovan to take 
care of the members in that area. 
We are also installing on our lines 
automatic line reclosers to insure 
continuity of service to our mem¬ 
bers and to reduce the outage as 
much as possible. 

It is still necessary that all 
of the trees be removed along 
the lines of the Cooperative to 
insure good electrical service 
to our members. 

The two new directors that were 
elected this year are Gerald Hodge, 
Milford, and Holly Ludwig, Fithian. 
They replace Elmer Brutlag, Mil¬ 
ford, and J. B. Haynes, Hoopeston. 
Mr. Brutlag and Mr. Hayes served 
your cooperative for a number of 
years and both have certainly done 
a very fine job and are to be com¬ 
mended for the fine work they 
have performed as directors. Mr. 
Hayes was secretary—treasurer of 
the cooperative since 1937 and has 
quit farming to enter another line 
of business. 

Co-op Officers 
The officers elected for the new 

year are R. L. Stanford, president, 
re-elected; Wm. F. Ringler, vice- 
president, re-elected; and OaH 
Irving was elected secretary- 
treasurer at the regular meeting. 

Your manager reported that for 
the 12 months ending December 
31, 1948 the KWH purchaser in¬ 
creased 4,102,900. The power bill 
for the past year was $143,113.97 
which was an increase of 
$44,166.28. During the past year 
the cooperative added 737 members 
to its lines. The operating revenue 
increased $108,168 during the past 
year. We paid REA $52,283.22 on 
principle on our notes. We also 
paid $23,332.00 interest charges. 

MEMBERS MOVING 
Please do not forget that if any 

of our members are moving from 
one farm to another or from their 
own farm to some distant place 
that you be sure to advise us of 
your final meter reading and if 
possible the name of the new per¬ 
son who is moving into the house 
that is vacated by you. In that way 
we will bill you only for the period 
up to the time you leave and the 
new person will take over the ser¬ 
vice from that date on. Since there 
a lot of people moving around 
March 1st, it is necessary that we 
have this information as soon as 
possible. 

Telephones- 
(From Page One) 

situation it appears evident 
that Federal loan assistance 
to existing or new exchanges 
would be helpful in speeding 
up the job of making tele" 
phone service available to 
rural people.” 
Administrator Claude R. 

Wickard, in his address to the 
convention, lashed out at the 
monopolies and their restrictive 
practices. Of the monopolistic 
telephone industry, he said. 
"The telephone business is in 
the hands of the biggest cor¬ 
poration of all. Yet the tele¬ 
phone monopoly has not given 
us farmers the kind of tele¬ 
phone service as far as cover¬ 
age rates and quality of ser¬ 
vice are concerned wihch we 
must have in this modern age.” 

Laying hens will eat from 2 
to 5 pounds of grit per bird per 
per year. 
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Since the siege of bad weather has 
apparently lifted somewhat, it has 
put new zip into all our force and 
we are getting all set to even break 
our 1948 construction record when 
we built new services totaling 1,548 
last year and we have set out to 
at least equal that record in 1949. 

“D” SECTION 
Our “D” section construction pro¬ 

gram has been 
slowed down 
somewhat due to 
the siege of bad 
weather which 
we have been 
going thru as 
group condi¬ 
tions made it im¬ 
possible to get 
our equipment in 

where stakes were located and we 
had to jump around quite a bit and 
do things that were available. It will 
take a couple months yet to com¬ 
plete this section, however, from a 
corystruction standpoint, our men will 
not know when they move from 
“H" to “L,” By way of explana¬ 
tion, our “D” section is the “H” 
section on REA’s records therefore, 
when we made up, the application 
for the next section which would 
have been "L ’ on REA records, we 
took the same letter to make our 
records agree with theirs. 

“L” SECTION 
We are happy to state that our 

“L” section allocation has been ap¬ 
proved by REA and all papers have 
been signed and filed with all parties 
interested. This allocation was prob¬ 
ably the largest amount of any allo¬ 
cation that he ever come into Il¬ 
linois. It includes 400 miles of new 
single phase distribution lines, to¬ 
gether with considerable system im¬ 
provements, which includes one new 
substation to be located between 
Thompsonville and Benton, near the 
farm of one of our Board members. 
C. H. Dixon and this new substa¬ 
tion will serve all the east part of 
Franklin county together with the 
West Frankfort area as well as the 
lines East and West of Johnson 
City in Williamson county. 

This new substation will divide 
the load on the present Benton sub¬ 
station, which will serve the western 
part of Franklin county West of 
State Route 37. 

It provides for the increase capac¬ 
ity of the following substations: 

Ledford, from 1000 KVA to 1500 
KVA. Galatia, from 600 KVA to 
1000 KVA, Marion, from 1000 KVA 
to 1500 KVA. 

Benton area, 600 KVA with the 
new Thompsonville Substation, 
1000 KVA, making a total of 1600 
KVA for Franklin County area. 

The new 69,000 transmission line 
will have three new substations to 
serve the area now served by the 
Ledford station as follows: 

Ridgway, 750 KVA; Minerva, 
1500 KVA; Elizabethtown, 1000 
KVA. 

This will be a long way from the 
capacity of our system when we 
started nine years ago. At which 
time we had two substations as fol¬ 
lows: 

Ledford, 600 KVA; Benton, 225 
KVA. 

It is expected that the above in¬ 
creased capacity should be able to 
take care of our ultimate needs for 
our entire area. 

69 XV NOTES 
Bill Allen, resident engineer for 

Rural Line Engineers out of St. 
Louis is now engaged in laying out 
the line for the new transmission line 
which we expect to ask for bids with¬ 
in the next 90 days, and which we 
expect to build this summer. We are 
happy that we were spared the dis¬ 
comforts of the sleet storm which hit 
some of our neighboring cooperatives 
farther north in Illinois, as all reports 
indicate that their entire systems were 
oat several days before repairs could 

be made and the lines hold. We only 
had a small fraction of their troubles, 
which we cleaned up pretty well 
the same day. Our sympathies go 
out to the cooperatives and their 
members that were in the path of 
the storm, as those things are ex¬ 
pensive as so much of the clean up 
work has to be done in a rush at 
overtime scale. 

New Bookkeeper 

We are happy to announce that 
we have added a new face to our 
personnel, Mr. Roger C. Lentz, whose 
home is in Chester, and received his 
degree from the University of Illi¬ 
nois, Feb. 6, 1949, having completed 
four years at the University with a 
major in Accounting. 

Roger also served 38 months in 
military service, 14 months of which 
was overseas. The new bookkeeper, 
Mr. Lentz, is no relation to the man¬ 
ager and in fact neither had ever 
heard of the other. So the only hitch 
will be when any of our members 
come in and ask to see “Mr. Lentz,” 
the girls out in front will have to in¬ 
quire, whether it is “Manager Lentz” 
or “Bookkeeper Lentz” that is want¬ 
ed. 

However, since Roger is still a 
bachelor, we can visualize a lot 
of complications, particuarly if 
phone calls come in having a 
“feminine” voice and asking for 
“Mr. Lentz,” we hope none of 
the telephone operators start call¬ 
ing the Manager's wife informing 
her that her husband is taking 
care of other matters beside busi¬ 
ness. 

Anyway we welcome Roger to our 
official family and we are sure he 
will be a valued employee. Mrs. 
Helen Beam, our present bookkeeper, 
expects to resign in a few months to 
devote her full time to the business 
of homemaking. 

Mrs. Anna McGehee, who has 
been with the cooperative for the 
past nine years in the capacity of 
cashier and then assistant to the 
manager, the past several years, left 
us on January 31, to devote full time 
to homemaking. We miss Anna very 
much and wish for her and family 
continued happiness and prosperity. 

Mrs. Velma Sprague, who has 
been in the billing department the 
past year has moved up to assistant 
cashier in the outer office and she 
will be glad to meet you as you come 
into the office. 

Delinquent Accounts 

Your Board of Trustees has dis¬ 
cussed with the manager on numer¬ 
ous occasions the matter of delin¬ 
quent accounts and has adopted a 
policy of RIGID collection so we 
are issuing a fair warning that un¬ 
less your account is kept current and 
paid up reguarly, it will be em- 
barassing to you for our men have 
been instructed to “collect or Dis¬ 
connect” service, and if it becomes 
necessary to discontinue service for 
non-payment of bills, it will be 
necessary that a $2.50 reconnection 
fee be paid before service is re¬ 
stored. 

Every member is expected to 
give us full cooperation in pay¬ 
ment of bills to avoid the neces¬ 
sity of having his service dis¬ 
connected, and the the extra cost 
to have it restored. 

If, for any reason it is necessary 
that you carry your electric bill over, 
we would suggest that you contact 
us either by phone or letter, giving 
us the facts and the time you expect 
to pay your account to avoid em¬ 
barrassment of disconnection. 

Saturday Afternoon Closing 

In keeping with a growing ten¬ 
dency to observe the five day week, 
a number of Illinois cooperatives do 
not open the office on Saturday at 
all, but in discussion of this matter, 
it was decided by your Board of 
Directors to close the cooperative 
office at NOON on Saturday, thus 
giving your overworked office staff a 
chance to get a breather on Saturday 
for the new duties on the following 
Monday. So if you plan to call at 
the cooperative office on Saturday, 
be sure and do it in the forenoon as 
you will find the office closed on 

Saturday afternoon. This has been 
in practice since New Year’s Day. 

High Water 
While some of our neighboring 

Cooperatives farther North were ex¬ 
periencing sleet and ice causing no 
end of line trouble, we were spared 
that “cause”. However, the past sev-- 
eral weeks we have been plagued by 
“high water" and one of our sub¬ 
stations was four feet under water 
for at least two days (our Galatia 
station). Lady luck was with us and 
we had no outages in that area, as the 
oil breakers stations going both ways 
from the Galatia station were also 
under water and would have re¬ 
quired a boat to reach them as well 
as the station itself. 

Another area that was under 
water was in the area south of 
New Shawneetown in Bowles- 
ville and Saline Mines area, 
which was controlled by a break¬ 
er South of Junction which also 
was under water. There was 
some mile of expanse of water to 
the south of this breaker before 
the line reached high ground 
again, with no houses in this 
area. 
We had an outage on Jan. 20 and 

checked the entire line that was out 
of the water and could find nothing. 
Had another on Jem. 27, and again 
we patrolled the lines and found 
nothing and again the breaker held 
when put back in. Then again on 
Feb. 6 the same line went out again, 
each time requiring a boat to get to 
the breaker and on Monday, Feb. 7, 
three crews were dispatched to this 
area with radio equipment and a 
borrowed” boat with instructions 

to “stay there” until they found and 
corrected the trouble. 

By the use of field glasses they 
located the line off the top of a 
pole some one-half mile below 
the breaker in the water and 
they went to the spot in a boat 
and found that the line had been 
swinging dear but as the wind 
got into certain direction it 
would put the line against the 
pole thus locking out the break¬ 
er, and by the time the men 
would get to the breaker it would 
hold. The pole was burned in 
half and will have to be replaced 
when the water goes down suf¬ 
ficiently to get in to it with a 
truck. Incidentally, we bought a 
new boat preparatory for the 
“next flood.” 
We are making this explanation 

to inform our members living in that 
area that was interrupted and hope 
that the cause has been removed and 
that their service will not be in¬ 
terrupted again, at least from that 
cause. 

It looked for a few days like it 
might be necessary to cut some lines 
off due to Ohio River flood water, 
but the river has fallen considerably 
and the danger of a major flood is 
over, at least for this time. 

NEWS FROM 
Egyptian Co-op 

Steelville, Illinois 
R. S. HOLT, Mgr. 

TELEPHONE NUMBERS 

In case of an outage on your farm, 
check to see if your neighbors have 
service. If not call one of the follow¬ 
ing telephone numbers immediately and 
report any information you may have 
on the outage such as—Lightning, ■ 
Storm, Strong Wind, Tree in Line. 
Broken Insulator, etc. 

Murphy sboro and Carbondale Area 
call: 

Warehouse. Carbondale. 25-F-12. 
Alvin Long, Carbondale, 30-F-I1. 
Richard Robinson, Carbondale, 26-F-5. 

All other area call: 
Main Office, Steeleville, 68 Commer¬ 

cial. 
John Shriver, Chester, 544-R. 
Robert Huddleston, Steeleville, 

43-F-41. 
William Muench, Steeleville, 82-R-12. 
R. S. Holt, Steeleville, I01-F-21. i 

We have completed the moving 

of our office and warehouse to our 

new location at the West edge of 

Steeleville. The new office build¬ 

ing which will be added in front 
of the warehouse has not yet been 
completed so we are conducting 
our office work temporarily in the 
front part of the warehouse build¬ 
ing. 

At least 75 per cent of our mem¬ 
bers read their meters on the 20th 

of each month 
and make their 

payments on the 

same day. Most 

of the others 

reach our office 
before the 5th 
when a 5 per| 
cent penalty is j 
added. It is a 

matter of good business to pay 
these bills promptly and avoid pay¬ 
ing any additional expenses. Let’s 
make it 100 per cent next month 
and not have any delinquent pay¬ 
ments. 

TREES 
Our limited space will not permit 

us to reprint the many letters we 
received from our members re¬ 
questing that trees be cut along 
their electric lines. We are tak¬ 
ing care of each request as prompt¬ 
ly as possible and have received 
much help from our members. The 
ice which so severely damaged elec¬ 
tric power and telephone lines has 
perhaps taught us all a lesson. The 
ice itself did not break our lines. 
The damage was caused by limbs 
and trees that were too close to the 
lines. 

We need your help in keeping j 
the trees and underbrush cut away 
from under the lines. Our linemen 
will gladly help cut trees that 
might fall into the line while you 
can cut much of the underbrush 
which will eventually grow into the 
line. Remember that this is your 

electric line and you depend on it 
for reliable service. Without your 
help and cooperation we cannot 
give you the type of service you 
need and want. 

NINTH ANNIVERSARY 
March 30th marks the ninth an¬ 

niversary of the initial energization 
of our cooperative lines, when we 
brought electric service to 313 
members. At present we are serv¬ 
ing 3,705 members on 1300 miles of 
line. These lines stretch through 
parts of six counties and serve 
densely populated rural areas as 
well as the more isolated farms. 

We hope that our members will 
never forget the co-op principle of 
active cooperation which is so nec¬ 
essary to our continued success. 
We must never accept our electric 
power without stopping to think of 
the hard work, the planning, the 
give and take and the big job ac¬ 
complished by you members work¬ 
ing toward the goal of getting 
electric service for your farms. 

Very few of your farms 
would have electricity today if 
your cooperative had not been 
started by a few hard working 
and farsighted people with 
faith in the cooperative way of 
getting things done. 
Attend your annual meetings and 

keep posted on your cooperative’s 
progress. Get your neighborhood 
organized in the reporting of out¬ 
ages and in helping keep the lines 
cleared of underbrush and trees. 
Warn hunters and children not to 
shoot at insulators or in any other 
way damage your cooperative pow¬ 
er lines or poles. 

BROODERS 
At this time of year our thoughts 

turn to baby chicks and their care. 
Many of you now have the oppor¬ 
tunity of brooding your chicks with 
electricity. Some of you will say, 
“Why I am using my 40 kwh now, 
and if I use an electric brooder my 
light bill will be so high I can’t 
afford it.” But wait! Now is the 
opportunity to use your electricity 
to an advantage. If you are only 
using your 40 KWH you are paying 
7.5 cents per kwh but if you use 
80 kwh in a month you are only 
paying 5.7 cents per kwh. Electric 
brooding demands less watching, 
chicks mature younger and have 
lower mortality and no fire haz¬ 
ards. 

If your electric current goes off 
a good brooder will hold tempera¬ 
tures for from one to four hours 
depending on the weather. What 
happens when the oil line of the 
old fashioned brooder clogs? The 

j user takes steps to keep his chick- 
I ens warm, and you can do the 
same with the electric brooder. Put 
a lantern or jugs of water under 
the hover. Also you can cover the 
hover with something to hold in the 
heat. Then notify the office. Hun¬ 
dreds of thousands of electric 
brooders in use indicate that this 
is not as frequent nor serious a 
problem as many think in advance. 

NEWS ITEMS 
Your Manager, R. S. Holt, Attor¬ 

ney Wilbert F. Ebers and Direc¬ 
tors Harry Sickmeyer and Harry 
Doiron attended the National Rur¬ 
al Electric Cooperative Association 
meeting in New York, and also 
stopped by at the REA Office in 
Washington, D. C. They enjoyed 
the program at the NRECA meet¬ 
ing but did not care too much for 
the New York climate. 

ANNUAL MEETING 
Your board of directors selected 

Saturday, August 20th, for the an¬ 
nual meeting date. 

Let's remember this all import¬ 
ant date and make this meeting 
the largest and most successful 
ever held in the State of Illinois. 

Plans for the meeting will be an¬ 
nounced from time to time as thp 
details are completed. 

“N” SECTION 
We have been informed by REA 

that the “N” Section would be ap¬ 
proved with all possible haste and 
funds provided for the building of 
lines to several hundred new rr— 
bers. 

Art Lentz 
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A New Electric Sewing Machine Will Be A 
Welcome Convenience To Rural Homemakers 

Motor To Convert A 
Treadle Machine Is 
Often Satisfactory 

A new electric sewing machine, 
or an electric motor to convert a 
treadle machine, will be a wel¬ 
come convenience to rural home¬ 
makers. Conversion motors work 
very satisfactorily on round rob- 
bin machines, but produce a con¬ 
siderable amount of vibration on 
long shuttle types when they are 
run at higher speeds. 

A table or desk model sewing 
machine cabinet is a good looking 
piece of furniture for one of the 
main—used rooms of the house. 
The cabinet adds to the cost, how¬ 
ever. A sturdy portable model, per¬ 
haps with a specially constructed 
card table for it, is an economical 
choice. It is especially suitable for 
the home where there is a separate 
sewing room or where sewing is 
done in the laundry or utility room. 

Portable Machines 
Portable machines in their car¬ 

rying cases vary in weight from 
13 to 30 pounds. The light, small 
portables do a satisfactory sewing 
job on all but the heaviest mater¬ 
ials, and even with such materials 
as heavy coatings, the skilled seam¬ 
stress can get good results. In gen¬ 
eral, however, it is wiser to choose 
a sturdy, full—sized sewing 
machine head if the homemaker 
sews a lot. The short distance be¬ 
tween the needle and the base of 
the arm in small portables is 
troublesome with bulky materials. 

The portable machine can be 
easily stored and easily brought 
out into a dining room, kitchen or 
wherever it is used. However, if 
cost is not a factor, most home¬ 
makers will find it easier to use a 
cabinet or desk model than to set 
up a portable machine when no 
special sewing corner is provided. 

Newer sewing machines have 
many features which simplify sew¬ 
ing. A hinged or floating presser 
foot makes it possible to stitch 
over pins and heavy seams, thus 
eliminating most basting. 

The upper thread tension screw 
now is often a numbered dial. This 
makes it easy to repeat a tension 
setting found satisfactory on a 
certain material. 

Reversing Stitching 
A shift lever for reversing 

stitching makes stitching forward 
or backward equally simple. This 
simplifies backstitching, and is 
also used in darning by machine. 

On most machines, the number 
of stitches per inch now can be 
easily regulated by setting a num¬ 
bered dial or moving a lever. The 
range of stitches available is from 
five to 35 stitches per inch on dif¬ 
ferent machines. A finger guard 
can be attached to the presser bar 
to prevent injury to fingers. Anoth¬ 
er helpful feature is the small sew¬ 
ing light now usually provided on 
sewing machines. 

Sewing machine motors are com¬ 
monly 1/16 to 1/32 horsepower in 
size and of the AC-DC type. They 
are connected by belt, chain or 
friction drive, or by gear driyg. 
For very heavy and continuous 
work, heavier motors with gear 
drive will prove most satisfactory, 
but for ordinary sewing any type 

This young homemaker finds that her new electric sewing machine not 
only saves, her money in the family clothing budget, but also is a joy to 
operate. The newer sewing machines, too, have many features which 
simplify sewing. 

will be suitable. Selective speed 
control is given by either a foot 
pedal or a knee control. 

Converting Treadle Machine 

Small motors, 1/16 to 1/32 horse¬ 
power in size can be used for con¬ 
verting a treadle machine to an 
electric one. A specially designed 
cabinet is also available for mount¬ 
ing the treadle machine head, but 
it is rather expensive. The com¬ 
plete conversion to a cabinet type 
machine costs around $75, while 
adding the motor alone costs be¬ 
tween $10 and $25. This includes 
the cost of the speed control, which 
the buyer should check for con¬ 
venience of operation and smooth¬ 
ness of action. 

It is extremely helpful if an elec¬ 
tric iron is kept ready for use 
near the sewing machine. Occa¬ 
sional pressing of an article during 
its making plays an important 
part in getting good results. 

Simple Way To Make Bias 
Binding If Needed By Yard 

If you are planning to use several 
yards of bias binding, there’s an easy 
way to cut and sew the strips to¬ 
gether. Take a square piece of fabric, 
which may be the full width of the 
material. Cut diagonally across the 
square. Sew the two pieces together 
on the straight edge, leaving each 
side on the bias. 

Then join the two other straight 
edges, allowing one end to project 
above the other the width you want 
for the binding. Place a cutting guage 
'on your scissors and cut the entire 
piece into one continuous bias strip. 
This saves sewing all those bother¬ 
some little seams. 

The Electric Fan 
Can Be Put To Use 
In Winter, Too 

That portable electric fan, now re¬ 
posing for the winter in the attic, 
might be giving more service for the 
money spent on it by helping around 
the house. 

Few people realize that an electric 
fan often can be as useful in keep¬ 
ing a room comfortably warm in win¬ 
ter as in providing cool comfort in 
summer. Houses that are not properly 
insulated often are uncomfortably 
chilly because they are unevenly 
heated. Frequently rooms are con¬ 
siderably cooler around the floor than 
at the ceiling. 

A fan, set at slow speed so that 
it causes no noticeable draft, can help 
distribute the heat more evenly. 
Placed at one side of a radiator, 
grille or other source of heat and 
aimed at an adjacent wall up to¬ 
ward the ceiling, it will keep the 
warm air moving slowly through the 
room, thus making for comfort and 
also saving fuel. 

Drying Clothes 

Another winter use for an electric 
fan is in drying clothes indoors. Set 
the fan at one end of a line of clothes 
to speed the drying. Or use it to 
dry coats and overshoes soaked by 
rain or snow. 

At any season a fan can be used 
to carry off cooking odors from the 
kitchen which otherwise may -spread 
over the house. Many modern kit¬ 
chens have ventilating fans set in a 
wall or window. Without such a fan 
a portable fan can be used. 
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Helpful Hints 

To speed up the job of defrosting 

frozen foods, put the food in a plas¬ 

tic bag and let warm water run over 

it. 
* * * 

In making griddle cakes pour the 

batter on the griddle from the tip of 

a tablespoon to obtain best, regular 

shapes. 
• * • 

It is difficult to slice cheese with 
a knife because the cheese sticks to 
the blade. If a piece of waxed paper 
is slipped over the blade, this an¬ 
noyance can be overcome. 

* * * 

Leather wrist straps will last 
longer and repel moisture if the 
inside of the strap is glazed well 
with colorless nail polish when it 
is new. 

★ * 

To keep porcelain enameled tea 
kettles sweet and fresh, simmer a 
weak solution of vinegar and water 
in them occasionally. 

The Short Cuts In 
Meal Preparation 
Are Time Savers 

Every device, however small, that 
saves time and labor in getting meals 
and does the job better is worth the 
consideration of the busy housewife. 
Small savings add up in homemaking 
as they do in industry. 

For example, sifting flour onto a 
sheet of waxed paper instead of into 
a bowl has several advantages in 
making cakes and other mixtures that 
call for flour. Use about a foot square 
of waxed paper for fast, easy and 
neat sifting. Then, because flour slips 
off the waxed surface so readily, it 
is easy to lift the paper and slide 
the flour back for another sifting or 
into the mixing bowl. Finally, the 
paper saves washing an extra bowl. 

Mixing Salad Dressing 

Mixing salad dressing in the salad 
bowl before adding the salad is an¬ 
other small way to save an extra 
dish—and time. 

Shaking in a paper bag is an easy 
and economical way of flouring or 
sugaring pieces of food. Use it for 
“dusting” doughnuts or fruit con¬ 
fections with sugar, or for flouring 
chopped nuts or dried fruit before 
mixing into cake or bread batters. 

Melt the fat for muffins or baked 
puddings in the baking pan to save 
time and extra dishwashing. Start 
melting the fat before measuring other 
ingredients so that it will be ready 
and the pan cool enough when the 
batter is ready. 

Treatment For Scatter Rugs 
That Invite Falls In Home 

Scatter rugs are an invitation to 
falls in the home unless they receive 
special treatment. And there are 
things you can do to prevent rugs 
from slipping when walked on. Back¬ 
ing material is useful. It comes as 
a white liquid rubber and dries in 
an hour after application. Rug cush¬ 
ions of rubber or cushions of burlap 
and fiber treated with latex also will 
do the trick. And there is a powder 
that can be sprinkled on the back 
of the rug that is now on the mar¬ 
ket. 

Use Extra Space 
In Your Freezer 
For Baked Goods 

If you are the proud owner of a 
home freezer, no doubt you bought 
it to use in preserving and storing 
seasonal foods—meats, fruits, and 
vegetables. And one of the best w7ays 
fo make it pay for itself is to keep 
it filled. 

Did you know that baked products 
can also be stored successfully in 
the home freezer? This is an excellent 
way to use the space as you remove 
the seasonal product. 

Cake is a favorite dessert in every 
family. Plain shortened cake may be 
frozen either in ’ the batter state or 
after it is baked. It will take only 
a few minutes to make extra batter 
to freeze for use later. And it will 
save both time and energy in assemb¬ 
ling ingredients, mixing and cleaning 
up because you will be getting two 
cakes in one operation. 

Freeze Half 
Some recipes make cakes that are 

too large for the small or even aver¬ 
age-sized family. You may want to 
bake half the batter for use now and 
freeze the rest. Or, on the other hand, 
you may wish to increase the size 
of the recipe and prepare enough 
batter at one time for more than one 
cake. 

Baked cakes take longer than cake 
batter to prepare for freezing. They 
also require greater care in packaging 
and storing. Since they do take con¬ 
siderable space in the freezer, it is 
practical to store them for only a 
few days. 

A Sirup Suggestion 

For those hot griddle cakes' and 
waffles, so welcome on cold winter 
mornings, try a sirup made with one- 
third cup corn sirup; one-fourth cup 
water and one cup sugar—stirred and 
heated together. Although appetiz- 
ingly thick, this sirup does not crys¬ 
tallize on standing as many other 
sirups do. Thus, it may be made in 
advance and kept in the refrigerator 
to serve cold or heated, as preferred. 

Corn sirup is one of the corn pro¬ 
ducts now plentiful on markets as a 
result of the last great corn crop. 
Its flavor is less sweet than sugar. 

A Luncheon Set 

Doilies of matching patterns in 
three sizes make pretty luncheon 
sets. Or the pieces may be used 
separately on occasional tables, un¬ 
der lamps and vases. This three- 
piece set combines the pineapple 
pattern with an openwork design of 
clusters. A direction leaflet for 
crocheting this PINEAPPLE 
LUNCHEON SET may be obtained 
by sending a stamped, self-ad¬ 
dressed envelope to Kay Conlan, Il¬ 
linois REA News, Petersburg, Illi¬ 
nois. 
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A Well Equipped Mending Basket Is 
Helpful For Emergency Repair Tasks 

It's a rare homemaker who does 
not need a mending basket within 
easy reach. Even in the best of house¬ 
holds, emergencies occur at times. No 
woman can predict exactly when 
buttons and straps are going to pop 
off, although it is usually when she 
Is in a hurry. Linens and draperies 
will suddenly develop threadbare 
spots. 

The only satisfactory way of deal¬ 
ing with these annoyances is to re¬ 
pair them at once. 

The wise woman is prepared for 
emergencies with a well-equipped 
mending basket. With the exact ma¬ 
terial ready for repair, the task loses 
much of its drudgery. 

Every mending basket should con¬ 
tain certain basic items, including 
needles, pins, scissors, thread and 
thimble. You will add other materials 
as you need them, and will probably 
want darning cotton in assorted col¬ 
ors, bias binding, heavy tape, blanket 
binding, snap fasteners, hooks and 
eyes, crochet hock and cotton and 
embroidery floss. 

Save Scraps 

It is a good idea to save scraps of 
fabric as you make clothes, and keep 
them with your mending material, 
ready to patch tears and holes. A 
piece of net is a life saver for re¬ 
inforcing weak spots in clothing or 
linens. A length of ribbon for shoulder 
straps will help eliminate the safety 
pin habit. 

There are a few points to remem¬ 
ber in selecting your equipment for 
mending. The scissors should be small 
enough to be easily handled in snip¬ 
ping off thread, and should have a 
sharp edge. A pin cushion with emery 
attached wil sharpen dull needles, but 
take care not to leave needles in it 
or they may rust. 

At least three spools of thread will 
be needed, in black, white and a neu¬ 
tral or flesh color. A spool of heavy 
duty thread will be good for sewing 
buttons on coats or suits. Needles in 
various sizes and types will give you 
the right one for each kind of mend¬ 
ing. Your thimble should be large 
enough to fit comfortably on the 
middle finger. 

When you are prepared for emer¬ 
gencies with a well-equipped mending 
basket, the work of repair requires but 
a minute. 
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Pattern List 

Apple Pie Tricks That 

You Will Want To Try 

Apple pie seems to be first choice 
for most folks. No one seems to know 
the reason for its popularity, but it 
has stood near the top of the list 
for so long that it has become tra¬ 
ditional. 

If you want something extra spe¬ 
cial, however, try these tricks, 
i Cut the top crust slightly smaller 
than the pie plate. Place it on top 
of the apples but do not attach it 
to the bottom crust. As soon as the 
pie is baked remove the upper crust 
carefully. A spatula is a good tool to 
use. Spread . about one-fourth cup 
of thick sweet cream over the apples, 
and replace the crust. This must be 
done as soon as the pie comes from 
the oven—while the apples are hot— 
so that the cream will be absorbed 
by the fruit. 

A popular variation for a one- 
crust pie is to glaze it with a tart 
jelly. Prepare the pie as usual, and 
bake it until the apples are barely 
tender. Spread the top with a gen¬ 
erous layer of crab apple or currant 
jelly. Return the pie to the oven for 
a few minutes to melt the jelly and 
glaze the top. 

Wash rayon garments as quickly 
as possible—do not soak. Use a cup¬ 
ping motion of the hand rather than 
rubbing the garment. 

SAVE CHEESE 
Odd peices of cheese aren’t a prob¬ 

lem if you grate them and save them. 
Put in a jar with a cover you can per¬ 
forate. Then it’s all ready the next 
time you need a topping for stuffed 
tomatoes, salads or baked main dishes 
that call for grated cheese. 

A Lovely Pinwheel Bedspread 

Pot Roast Is A Budget Special Yet 
Offers Fine flavor. Good Nutrition 

Requests for patterns have, been 
pouring in by the hundreds and 
hundreds every month, and we’re 
happy indeed to know that so many 
Illinois homemakers are finding 
this service useful. A letter we re¬ 
ceived from Helene DeKezel, Gene- 
seo, states, ""I won second prize 
with a ce.iterpiece, that I made 
from your patterns, at our local fall 
festival. Plenty of stiff competi¬ 
tion, but Illinois REA News pat¬ 
terns made it possible for me to 
win.” 

Perhaps there are pattern leaf¬ 
lets on our list that you’d like to 
have, too. All the leaflets are 
free! Just send a STAMPED, 

. SELF-ADDRESSED envelope to 
I Kay Conlan, Illinois REA News, 
! Petersburg, 111., for every FOUR 
I leaflets you request. 

Ideas for Fun 

Crepe Paper Spring Flowers 
Decorating Bottles With Wax 
Birthday Party Decoration 
Decorations T’or Bride’s Tables 
Wedding Tips 

Toys 
Cock Horse 
Stocking Dolls 
Horse 
Bunny 
Crocheted Pompom Cat and Kittens 
Crocheted Elephant and Scottie 

Items to Crochet 

Double Ruffle Doily 
Rose Fillet Tablecloth 
Rose Fillet Chair Set 
Diamond Panel Bedspread 
Tulip Tablecloth 
Pineapple Buffet Set 
Pineapple Vanity Set 
Hanger And Pin Cushion Tree 
Lacy Table Doily 
Mosaic Chair Set 
Lace For Linens 
Bathroom Rug and Seat Cover 
Petal Lace Mats 
Handkerchief Edgings 
Pineapple Chair Set 
Flowered Scatter Rug 
Irish Crochet Tablecloth 
Hot Plate Mats 
Crocheted Party Dress 
Daisy Tablecloth 
Peach Tree Street Bedspread 
Men’s Slippers and Scuffs 
Tray Cloth 
Lacy Pineapple Centerpiece 
Black and White Handbag 
Star-Studded Bedspread 
Eight-Point Star Doily 
Striped Bed Socks 
Red and White Potholders 

Items to Sew 

Two Chintz Potholders 
Tea Apron 
Evening Hood And Bag 
Quartet In Leopard Cloth 
Felt Slippers 
Felt Handbag 
Potholders From Scraps 
Pilgram Slippers 
Embroidered Pillow 
Cable Stitch Afghan 
Sunflower Quilt 

Sweaters 
Children’s Sweaters (size 6-8) 
Little E’oy’s Sweater 
Infant Sweaters 
Smock-Yoked Cardigan (size two) 
Child’s Coat Sweater 

No homemaker trying to keep 
within a budget would neglect pot 
roast made with thrifty cuts of 
beef such as rump, chuck or round. 
When it is cooked by the method 
known as braising, all the juicy 
tenderness of such cuts of meat 
will be brought out. 

Pot roast is as easy to vary as 
it is to choose seasonings and 
cooking liquids with different fla¬ 
vors. Some accent the good beef 
flavor with bay leaf, others like a 
hint of cloves, and still others call 
on herbs such as basic, savory and 
other rare secrets of the herb shelf. 

Basic Pot Roast 
4 pounds beef-chuck, round or rump 
2 tablespoons suet or fat 
2 teaspoons salt 

H teaspoon pepper 
1 cup ■water 
Wipe meat with damp cloth. Fry 

out suet in heavy kettle, or heat 
fat. Brown beef evenly on all 
sides. Sprinkle with salt and pep¬ 
per; add water. More water may 
be added during the cooking if 
needed. Cover tightly and simmer 

about four hours or until meat is 

tender. Remove roast to hot plat¬ 
ter and keep warm. Make gravy, 
using liquid. This recipe makes 
six to eight servings. 

Variations 

Italian Pot Roast: Substitute 
olive oil for suet. Brown one-half 
cup chopped onions with meat. Add 
two cups tomatoes, two cloves gar¬ 
lic, 10 cloves and one bay leaf 
along with the water. At the end 
of the cooKing period put liquid 
through sieve and mash vegetables 
to thicken gravy. Serve with spa¬ 
ghetti that has been generously 
sprinkled with cheese. 

Swedish Pot Roast—Use milk in 
place of water and add two to 
three anchovies, six peppercorns, 
one bay leaf and one-half teaspoon 
allspice. 

Chinese Pot Roast—Add two ta¬ 
blespoons soy sauce to water. Also 
add one clove garlic and a green 
pepper cut into pieces if desired. 

When One Hand Is Better Than Two- 
At Least Promotes Electrical. Safety 

Your Washing Machine 
Needs A Warm Start 

This lovely bedspread design of pinwbeels outlined with raised pop¬ 
corns is a perfect choice for dressing up your favorite bedroom. The sep¬ 
arate motifs are six-sided and are sewn together to form the pinwheels. A 
direction leaflet for crocheting PINWHEEL BEDSPREAD is available to 
you. Send a stamped, self-addressed envelope to Kay Conlan, Illinois REA 
News, Petersburg, Illinois. 

Winter weather tends to make 
washing machines temperamental. If 
the washer has been standing in a 
cold place, the oil or grease in an 
electric machine may be too stiff to 
lubricate the mechanism as it runs. 
This will result in more wear and 
tear on the equipment. 

Plan to bring the machine into a 
warm room for a few hours before it 
is to be used. Or, let the tub stand 

“Put both hands to work” is one 
of the simple rules for saving time 
and labor on household jobs for 
greatest efficiency. 

But when it comes to using elect¬ 
rical equipment, the specialists say 
using both hands for different tasks 
at the same time can be mighty 
dangerous. 

For example, when handling an 
electric appliance or when chang¬ 
ing a fuse, avoid touching any¬ 
thing else. If the appliance hap¬ 
pens to be worn or otherwise defec¬ 
tive, causing a short circuit, there 
is always danger of shock. There 
is lets chance of severe shock, 
however, if onj hand is free—or is 
not touching anything else. The 
reason—electricity seeks the short¬ 
est and easiest route to make its 
circuit to the ground. Prevent it 
from making that circuit through 
the body from one hand to the 
other. 

Danger 
Don’t you be guilty of commit¬ 

ting dangerous practices such as 
running a vacuum cleaner with one 
hand while the other moves a metal 
lamp out of the way. If either of 
these appliances happens to have 
a loose wire or other detect, the 
current may run through the body. 

Be especially careful in the bath- 
as electricity 

When turn- 

Be sure hands are dry when hand¬ 
ling any electric equipment, and 

make sure the floor is dry, too. 
Cement floors often appear dry 
when actually they hold enough 
moisture to be shock hazard' 

Never touch a radio, portable 
electric heater, other electric ap¬ 
pliances or even turn on lights 
when in the bathtub or when wash¬ 
ing dishes or clothes. 

full of warm, water for an hour be 
fore you start washing. DO NOT | room and kitchen, 
pour hot water into a very cold por- j travels through water 
celain enamel tub. Sudden changes in j ing on an electric light with one 
temperature may crack the porcelain j hand, do not touch water or the 
enamel. ! metal water faucet with the other. 

25 years of detailed select¬ 
ing, testing, mating, and incu¬ 
bation have made Schafer 
Chicks the finest you can buy. 
Raise Schafer Chicks it you 
wish your chicks to grow faster, 
mature faster, make you more 
orofit, Write for literature. 

SCHAFER HATCHERY 
P. O. Box 75 
Springfield. III. 

•The Hatchery Quality Service 
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The 10th Annual meeting of our 
cooperative was held February 8th, 
with a large attendance. In fact, 
we have grown in membership un¬ 
til we have outgrown our meeting 
place, the Masonic Temple dining 
hall. 

The meeting was called to order 
by the President, Lloyd Dickson, at 
12:30 p. m. and the members, their 

families, and 

friends were ar¬ 

riving so fast it 
took quite some¬ 
time to register 
them all, and a 
few of the late 
ones did not 
have standing 

L. C Marvel space and left 
without hearing the wonderful 
talk, and seeing the colored pic¬ 
tures, both of which were so ably 
given by the speaker, John Strohm, 
who has traveled in more than 60 
countries, including Russia. A 
large percentage of the pictures 
that were shown were taken be¬ 
hind the “Iron Curtain.” 

Reports were given by the mana¬ 
ger, and the officers. 

It was inte.esting to know that 
149.47 miles of line were built dur¬ 
ing the year of 1948, which made 
the electrical service available to 
432 additional members. 

Ten year pins were presented 
to the President Lloyd Dickson, 
Secretary-Treasurer Lee Mur¬ 
phy, director, Mrs. Ruby Hurst, 
Manager L. C. Marvel, and 
Mary Brady, bookkeeper, for 
10-year service rendered the 
cooperative. Mrs. Ruth Steven¬ 
son, also a director, received a 
pin, but was not present at the 
meeting because of illness. 

All directors were re-elected with 
the exception of Bert Thompson, 
Burnside, who has served two years 
and felt that he could no longer 
devote the necessary time that he 
thinks should be given to the co¬ 
operative, and asked that he not 
be renominated. We are sorry to 
lose Mr. Thompson from the Board, 
but we feel that Mr. Wagner will 
make us a good director. 

We were very much pleased to 
have so many of our new members 
present at this meeting, and we 
hope they will continue to come. 

THANKS 
We wish to thank those who 

helped us during our last sleet 
storm to restore the service to our 
members. We wish especially to 
thank Harold Lucie, and those who 
helped him, to clear the brush and 
trees from beneath the lines, which 
restored the service in that com¬ 
munity at least one day sooner 
than if they would have had to 
v/ait until our men could have got¬ 
ten to it. We also wish to thank 
those who called in and told us 
where the lines were broken. This 
saves the men from patroling so 
much of the line to find the trouble. 

Albert Weber, Nauvoo, has 
offered to get his neighbors to¬ 
gether to clear hedge and brush 
from beneath the lines, so that 
they will have better service, 
and will eliminate a lot of out¬ 
ages caused by falling limbs on 
the lines. 
We hope that more of our mem¬ 

bers will feel the same as Mr. 
Weber, and in their slack time do 
some of this clearing. On your ap¬ 
plication for service, we agree to 
furnish electric service to our mem¬ 
bers, but there is nothing in the 
application for membership that 
we agree to keep the fence rows 
clean under the line. This is your 
fence row and there is no reason 
why we should have that extra ex¬ 
pense when this is your coopera¬ 
tive. 

We are not paying for any more 

hedge pulling that has been pulled 
before we check it. 

LETTERS 
The following are letters receiv¬ 

ed from some of our members 
after our recent ice storm: 

Mr. Marvel: Please thank every 
one for a long day and night of 
hard work that we might have 
electricity. When one has no lights, 
water, or heat you don’t have much. 
I wished I might have something 
hot to offer F e workers but when 
you don’t have it for yourself you 
can’t offer any one something to 
eat or drink. Thanks again. Mrs. 
Frank Alexander.” 

“We wish to extend our most 
hearty thanks for your prompt 
service in repairing the electric 
line in the recent ice storm. We 
greatly appreciate it. 

Mr. and Mrs. Roy Allen.” 
Thanks to Mrs. Alexander 

and to the Allens. We do ap¬ 
preciate your kind letters. It 
was indeed a lot of hard work 
and we feel that we have a 
very efficient crew. It took 
several days and some worked 
a couple nights the first siege 
of it and almost all of one night 
the second storm. We hope 
these storms don’t happen very 
often. 
We have also had quite a num¬ 

ber of people thank us over the 
counter, and over the telephone; 
these thank you’s are as much ap¬ 
preciated as the letters. 

NEW MEMBERS 
Albert Lea and Mary Russell, Lo¬ 

max; Johnny and Verla J. Mer¬ 
ritt, Carthage; Ed and Katie Mc- 
Millin, Carthage; Floyd T. and Nao¬ 
mi V. Harrell, Carthage; Doyle 
and May Dietsch, Nauvoo; Earl A. 
Bolton, Nauvoo; Floyd and Marga¬ 
ret Cuerden, Nauvoo; Allie Sinele, 
Carthage; George and Maude B. 
Harper, LaHarpe. 

Earl C. Shaw, Stronghurst; 
Charles and Darlene K. Ruggles, 
Tennessee; Wilber R. and Mildred 
Savidge, Tennessee; Minerva Clark, 
Lomax; Fred H. Rings and Mar- 
gerie, Tennessee; Harry and Sylvia 
David, Tennessee; Tracy and Neva 
Miller, Carthage; J. R. Carothers, 
Stronghurst; George W. Voorhees, 
Oquawka. 

L. C. Keith, Stronghurst; Ray S. 
and Irene Painter, Lomax; D. F. 
and Carrie Tadlock, LaHarpe; Wil¬ 
liam H. and June E. Geissler, 
Carthage; Ed and Mary A. Mc- 
Koon, Nauvoo; Arnold Hobby, La¬ 
Harpe; Blake and Neola M. Peter¬ 
son, Stronghurst; Ralph L. and 
Reva E. Peterson, Stronghurst; 
School Dist. No. 73, Stronghurst. 

Vernon and Lura Thorell, Strong¬ 
hurst; Volney A. and Ila Mae, 
Carlson, Stronghurst; Gertrude 
and Victor Lebeck, LaHarpe; Jack 
E. and Pauline W. Dixon, Carman; 
A. H. and Edna L. Hamburg, Ham¬ 
ilton; Samuel A. Dillard, Hamilton; 
Harvey and Flossie Hitz, Carthage; 
Chris F. and Kathleen I. Rabe, Jr., 
Warsaw; George and Venita Kropp, 
Warsaw. 

Kenneth and Ruth McAllister, 
Warsaw; W. E. and Nona Murry, 
Warsaw; Ray and Helen McClel¬ 
land, Warsaw; John S. and Ida 
Crow, Warsaw; Clarence and Meta 
Crow, Warsaw; Lillie Penn, War¬ 
saw; Travis and Violet McAllister, 
Warsaw; E. L. and Lortha Whipps, 
Warsaw; Dan A. Siens and Mary 
L. Carman, 111. 

Mary and Jesse Denum, Carman; 
Floyd T. and Dorothy Hopkins, 
Little Rock, Ark.; Miles M. and 
Rose M. Murphy, Carthage; Elmer 
and Minnie Pegram, Carthage; 
Wm. and Permilia Margret Stand¬ 
ard, Plymouth; Ray and Sylvia 
Delbridge, Carthage; Roy F. and 
Marianna Waler, Carthage; John 
H. and Bonrie Whitson, Niota. 

NEW APPLIANCES 
J. Wm. Hackemack, blower on 

furnace, water heater, drill, saw, 
range, air compressor, refrigerator. 
William Pilkington, water heater. 
John Link, roaster. Frank Urton, 
deep freeze. Lloyd Zern, refriger¬ 
ator. Albert Markillie, deep freeze. 

Ocie Twaddle, deep freeze, pumps, 

tank heater, furnace with blower. 
Arval J. Filberth, water heater. 
Darrell M. Boyd, refrigerator, iron, 
radio, brooder, stove, washing 
machine. Glen Curtis, water heat¬ 
er. W. Tell Steiner, water heater 
and range. Phinis Murphy, water 
heater, range. 

Milford Dowell, tank heater, 
milk machine, sewing machine, 
combination radio, record player 
and wire recorder. Walter Rhodes, 
refrigerator, radio, iron, vacuum 
cleaner. Grant Cuerden, iron, 
toaster, electric clock. 

Charles Haddock, pump, range, 
refrigerator, washing machine, 
vacuum, blanket, coffee maker, 
toaster, razor, iron, table radio, oil 
heater with fan, lamps. 

Construction Work 

Due to the bad storms during 
the month of January we were un¬ 
able to do much construction work, 
however, we did string twelve miles 
of wire, and connected 34 new 
members. 

NEWS FROM 
Rural Electric 

Divernon. 111. 

RALPH V. WHITE, Mgr. 

We are inded happy to report 
that material for the lowder sub¬ 
station has been coming in the past 
few days. We certainly hope the 
steel structures arrive according to 
schedule. As soon as the steel arrives 
(promised the last week in February) 
our crew will start erecting the Low¬ 
der sub. We hope to have it in oper¬ 
ation by May 1st. 

The transformers for the Harvel 
substation are here in the Divernon 

lot awaiting the 
arrival of the 
other material, 
which is sched¬ 
uled for April 
1st. 

When these 
substations are in 
operation and 

Ralph White the revamping of 
our lines are completed then we will 
have reached the first step in our 
goal for adequate and dependable 
service. 

ANNUAL MEETING 
The big day of the year is over 

until 1950. Your cooperative wishes 
to report this meeting was the largest 
we have ever had—approximately 
900 registered. From the happy look 
on the peoples’ faces, we would say 
everyone enjoyed the entire meet¬ 
ing. How about it? Did you? What 
did you think of your 12th Annual 
Meeting? Let us hear from you! 

NEWS LETTER 
Several very interesting names and 

suggestions have been received for 
your news letter which will be mailed 
every quarter. Keep your suggestions 
coming in. Your Board of Directors 
want you members to give this ma- 
gazet the best name possible and 
have decided to give a worthwhile 
prize to the member who sends in the 
best suggestion. Impartial judges have 
been selected to pick out the name 
which they feel is the best suited for 
your news letter and their decision 
will be final. March 31sf has been set 
as the deadline so get your sugges¬ 
tions in right away. Who knows, you 
may have the honor of not only nam¬ 
ing our “Baby” but also of winning 
a very useful and valuable prize. 

NRECA CONVENTION 
Elsewhere in this publication you 

will find coverage of the NRECA 
Convention held in New York City. 
Mr. Harms, president of the Board 
and Mr. White, manager, represented 
your cooperative at this Convention. 
Manager White submitted a very 
interesting report on the meeting. He 
informed us the convention will be 
held in Chicago next year. 

Poor physical condition of the 
soil, or poor tiltth, can hold down 
yields just as lack of plant food 
does. 

TELEPHONE NUMBERS FOR 
OUTAGE CALLS 

Office—8:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. 
except Sat. & Sunday holi¬ 
days  Carlinville 136 

Homer Virden—Carlinville 326-L 
John Scroggins.-Carlinville 577-Y 
Aerio Balestri  
    Hillsboro County 2005 

Claude McAfee Brighton 40 
Charles W. Witt  
  Jerseyville 663W1 

Wayne Bandy, 830 School st., 
 Hillsboro 830 KX 

Delmar Miller, 432 E. Arch st., 
   Jersey ville 688 W2 

If lineman does not answer and 
for any other business aside from 
trouble calls—Call A. C. Barnes, 
Carlinville 565-L. 

KEEP THIS LIST NEAR YOUR 
TELEPHONE. Check with your 
neighbors to see if their lights are 
out before calling. Then report the 
line outage. 

COOPERATION INSURES 
BETTER SERVICE 

In April of 1948 we started a pro¬ 
gram of having all the meters on 
the project tested by the Electric 
Meter Laboratory, Mattoon. This 
testing program is still going on 
and will perhaps require several 
months more to complete every 
meter on the project. The tester 
    has turned in to 

| the office a rec- 

| ord of the condi¬ 

tion your meter 

was found and 

also accuracy 
after the test was 
made. In a num¬ 
ber of cases it 

A. C. Bamea was foun(j neces¬ 

sary to replace the register in the 
meter. Particularly those meters 
which were built during the war 
when the registers were made of 
aluminum. The registers which 
are now being manufactured are of 
brass alloy and are more accurate 
in operation. 

We found that those meters 
which had the aluminum reg¬ 
ister were not recording the 
KWH accurately because the 
gears in the register were not 
meshing and therefore your co¬ 
operative was paying for KWH 
which you were using but which 
were not being recorded on the 
meter. 
By the replacement of this reg¬ 

ister some bills have increased 
since we are now having an accu¬ 
rate registration of all the KWH 
passing through the meter. This 
has accounted for an increase in 
the bills of those cases where the 
register was replaced. 

On those meters where the in¬ 
crease in the bill has shown, the 
members have been asking for an¬ 
other test of the meter and on ac¬ 
count of the cost of making the 
test, that is, in connection with 
sending a man to your place, his 
time and mileage makes it neces¬ 
sary to adhere to a policy which 
was established as of July 1st, 
1946. We quote below the letter 
which was mailed as of the above 
date. 

METER TESTS 
There has been considerable in¬ 

crease in the number of requests 
from our members to have their 
meters tested, particularly, when¬ 
ever their electric service bill shows 
an increase in the KWH used over 
the previous month. The com¬ 
plaint made states that the cause 
of the increase is due to the meter 
running fast. Upon investigation 
of these cases, we have found that 
the meter is correct and not run¬ 
ning fast. The cost of these tests 
has become a large item in our 
operations expenses because of the 
labor, time and transportation in¬ 
volved. 

Therefore, in the future no 
test of a meter will be made 
unless we have received a pay¬ 
ment of $1.50 either by mail or 

over the counter at the office 
to cover these costs. If upon 
testing the meter we find that 
it is running fast, then this fee 
will be returned to the member. 
The majority of these requests 

have come about because members 
are trying to compare their elec¬ 
tric service bills with those of 

I their neighbors. This is a false 
comparison because no two mem¬ 
bers have the same electrical ap¬ 
pliances nor do they use them at 
exactly the same time or for the 
same length of time. 

Tests of meters have shown in 
many cases that the reason for the 
excess number of KWH used was 
because of faulty wiring. A great 
number of member have made ad¬ 
ditional wiring nd in most cases 

t have done this themselves and be- 
| cause of improper wiring a short 
I circuit has developed which causes 
I the meter to run fast or continu- 
I 
ously. Therefore, whenever you are 
making any additional wiring, if 
should either be done by a com¬ 
petent wireman or else see that 
everything is properly installed be¬ 
fore using the additional circuit, 
thus you will eliminate trouble. 

We are discontinuing the 
practice of adjusting any bill 
where the increased number of 
KWH used shows it to have 
been caused by faulty wiring. 
Your cooperative is forced to 
pay for the KWH and when 
the cause of the trouble is not 
our fault, then the member 
must in all fairness pay for the 
excess KWH used. 
Your cooperation will be appre¬ 

ciated. This policy also applies 
where you request a test of your 
meter previous to the arrival of 
the regular test which we are mak¬ 
ing. 

APPLIANCE SURVEY 
The result of our request for 

members listing their appliances 
has been most gratifying to date. 
We find that the lists have been 
coming in and we urge all mem¬ 
bers if you have not as yet inclos¬ 
ed your list of appliances with 
your bill to please be sure and do 
which we are now making, 
so this next month. It is very im¬ 
portant that we have this informa¬ 
tion in connection with a survey 

NEWS LETTERS 
“Gentlemen: Enclosed you will 

find our bill and remittance for our 
electric service. 

“With all this ice we’re having 
today, I thought what it would 
mean to the linemen. I want to 
thank you for our service. 

“Here is a list of our electrical 
appliances—2 single unit milkers, 4 
can milk cooler, water heater for 
chickens, pressure water system, 
bath room, 50 gal. automatic elec¬ 
tric water heater, washing ma¬ 
chine, iron, sewing machine, toast¬ 
er, refrigerator, 2 radios. I think 
that’s all, of course, lights in house 
and barn and 500 chick size brood¬ 
er. Yours truly," 

Mrs. Newton Seybert, Hillsboro. 
“Gentlemen: I am writing you a 

few lines to let you know we en¬ 
joy using the electricity. 

“Besides the lights, we have two 
water pumps, wash machine, iron, 
toaster, refrigerator, clock and 
brooder stove. My husband sur¬ 
prised me with a sweeper on my 
birthday and we have also pur¬ 
chased a deep freeze this fall. We 
enjoy using all our electric appli¬ 
ances very much. Sincerely yours.” 

Mr. and Mrs. August Schuette— 
Walsh ville. 

NEW APPLIANCES 
Water Heaters — Joe Matway, 

Litchfield; Harry Ratermann, Hills¬ 
boro; Wm. Boehm, Carlinville; 
Pearl Cope, Fieldon; Edw. Niehaus, 
Butler; Thomas Ryder, Medora; A. 
L. Edwards, Hillsboro; Mrs. Rich¬ 
ard Duckies, Carlinville; John 
Chism, Medore. 

Refrigerator, Elmer Wagenblast, 
Fidelity. 

This year’s corn crop would pro¬ 
vide enough feed for even more thau 
the suggested goal of 60 million spring 
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NEWS FROM 
McDonough 

Power 
-Macomb, IH. 

Arthur H. Peyton, Mgr. 

As you know we again went 
through a disastrous sleet storm. 
While this sleet storm hit all sec¬ 
tions of our cooperative to a certain 
extent, areas south of Macomb were 
most seriously affected. 

We again come back to the same 
subject that had it not been for tree 

conditions along 
our lines, inter¬ 
ruptions would 
have been cut to 
the minimum. 
After many 
hours of inter¬ 
ruption during 
the sleet storm 
service would be 

Arthur Peyton restored for a 

matter of minutes to a few hours and 
again these tree conditions would 
cause an outage. 

As soon as possible after the 
sleet storm we commenced an ex¬ 
tensive tree cutting procedure. 
We have had excellent coopera¬ 
tion with the members in the 
vicinity south and east of Ma¬ 
comb where we have been 
working practically constantly 
since this sleet storm to eliminate 
hazards. W e feel that it has 
paid dividends inasmuch as the 
sleet storm that we had on Feb¬ 
ruary 12 th and 13 th did not 
cause a single interruption in this 
area where trees have been cut. 
We are planning on extending this 

tree cutting to every section of the 
cooperative. It will naturally take 
some time to do this but we will ask 
that each member will give us his 
cooperation in eliminating these po¬ 
tential hazards to our continuity of 
electricity to our homes. 

ELECTRIC BILLS 
We are still having difficulty in 

making exactly clear the meaning of 
meter reading cards. The net bill on 
your card is the amount you pay 
providing you pay your bill prior to 
the 25th of the month, the last day 
that you pay your net bill. In the 
event you pay your bill after the 
25th of the month your bill is de¬ 
linquent and you will then add the 
amount that is shown under the pen¬ 
alty. 

As you will recall we have re¬ 
peatedly discussed the subject of non¬ 
reading the meters. A change in pol¬ 
icy now gives each member only one 
failure per calendar year to not read 
your meter. When you have this 
first failure there will be a notation 
stamped on your bill that this is your 
first offense for the year and any sub¬ 
sequent missing of meter readings you 
will be charged a non-meter reading 
penalty of $1.00. Then the next 
time within that calendar year that 
you failed to read your meter you 
will have stamped across your bill in 
large figures non-meter reading pen¬ 
alty of $1.00. 

The net bill that is shown on your 
meter reading card is an estimated 
bill based upon your previous six 
months bills. You therefore will owe 
this estimated bill shown under the 
net bill plus the $1.00 NON-READ 
METER PENALTY. 

Your cooperative office sends out 
to you your meter reading card and 
any time when you receive this met¬ 
er reading card it is acceptable to 
read your meter. We must point out 
that the card cannot get to you al¬ 
ways on the first of the month but 
any time from the time you receive 
this card up to the first of the month 
is an acceptable meter reading time. 
Therefore, why not read your meter 
at the same time you get the card 
so that you will not forget to read 
this meter at any time. 

NEW YORK CONVENTION 
Much good was obtained from at¬ 

tending the National Convention held 
in New York City on January 30th, 
February 1st, 2nd and 3rd of this 
year. Important matters pertaining 
to the legislation of REA were dis¬ 

cussed, resolutions passed which 
will have a direct bearing upon the 
outcome of such legislation. 

Congressman Poage of Texas gave 
a very interesting address on the 
telephone as it pertains to Rural 
America and to legislation that he 
intends to sponsor at this coming 
session of Congress. He proposes de¬ 
finite advantages under the REA Act 
for the loaning of money to rehabili¬ 
tate rural telephones and provide 
telephone service to Rural America 
such as the Rural Electrification Act 
provided electricity to the many 
homes. 

We feel that everyone of our 
members should loyally support Con¬ 
gressman Poage and other members 
of the Senate who are advocating 
such measures. If you are interested 
in rural telephones it would be en¬ 
tirely fitting and proper that you ad¬ 
vise your congressman and your sen¬ 
ator of these facts and ask that 
whenever such a bill comes upon the 
floor that they loyally support it in¬ 
asmuch as Rural America needs tele¬ 
phones as much as it needs the elec¬ 
tricity. 

Much time was given to the serious 
seide of adequate power to our co¬ 
operatives. As you all know there is 
a decided power shortage through¬ 
out America and each cooperative is 
faced in their individual problems on 
sufficient power to provide farms 
with adequate and continuous ser¬ 
vice. The answer to such a vast ques¬ 
tion is still one of vast importance. 

In the event that private pow¬ 
er companies cannot supply elec¬ 
tricity in sufficient quantities to 
meet the farm needs then it will 
leave your cooperative no alter¬ 
native but to seek sources of 
their own to provide service that 
you so urgently need. 
Your state organization of rural 

electric cooperatives is now giving 
serious consideration to such moves. 
All cooperatives in the State of Il¬ 
linois are not looking at today s de¬ 
mands on their systems so much as 
we are looking at the problems that 
will confront us five and 10 years 
hence. 

None of us can predict accur¬ 
ately the extent of the electrical 
need on the farm but we do rea¬ 
lize that the leaps and bounds 
that have been made in con¬ 
sumption on farms leaves no al¬ 
ternative but to expect larger 
and larger demands for electric¬ 
ity as the years come. 
That, therefore, is one of the im¬ 

portant matters that the combined 
efforts of all our cooperatives of Il¬ 
linois must strive to find an adequate 
source of electricity to serve your 
home and your neighbor’s home 
whether you are located in western 
Illinois, central, southern or where- 
ever you may be. Consequently, there 
will be legislation enacted at this pres¬ 
ent Congress which will either give 
us adequate power or if lobbyists 
who are overly active cm Capitol 
Hill may try and prevent legislation 
being enacted to help the coopera¬ 
tives of Illinois and throughout the 
United States. 

We must not let any legislation 
pass that will strangle our supply 
of electricity. We must do every 
thing possible to press forward and 
always have available at our mem 
ber”s meter all the electricity he 
needs to operate his equipment whe 
ther it be in the house, the barns or 
elsewhere that he has need for elec¬ 
tric service. 

ANNUAL MEETING 
The eleventh annual meeting of 

the McDonough Power Cooperative 
was held on February 14, 1949, at 
the Presbyterian church in Macomb, 
with approximately 250 members at 
tending. Reverend Leslie Whitcomb 
of the Presbyterian church gave the 
invocation which was followed by 
reports of the president, secretary 
and treasurer and the manager’s re¬ 
port. The Nominating Committee 
gave its report and P. I. Killey of 
Monmouth, Roy Kemper of Indus¬ 
try, and Harvey Dollof Bushnell, 
were reelected to the Board of Di¬ 
rectors to serve a term of three 
years each. 

The Range Riders of Station WT- 

ELECTRICITY IS playing an important role in determining whether corn cobs can be used practically. Thk 
corn elevator being built by the Allison Grain Co. of Bloomington is part of an experiment to learn if cobs can 
be handled efficiently enough to find a wide use. Part of the efficiency depends upon current from the lines o£ 
Corn Belt Electric co-op of Bloomington the supplier for the elevators automatic equipment. 

AD, Quincy, furnished the enter¬ 
tainment which was enjoyed by all. 

A business session was held which 
was followed by the awarding of 
attendance prizes. The first 100 mem¬ 
bers registered were eligible for the 
early-bird prize which was a General 
Electric table model clock radio 
which went to George Kruse. 

The following members received 
attendance awards: 

Tank heater, W. E. Shaver, Char¬ 
les Webb. Electric iron, Mrs. Ray 
Craddock, Arthur Brown, Mrs. Wil¬ 
lard Litchfield. 

Waffle iron, R. M. Logan. Elec¬ 
tric heater, R. M. Carson. Sun and 
heat lamp, Mrs. Ray Garrison. 

Flourescent light fixture, Delmar 
Deems. Electric heating pad, Ivan 
Griswold. Electric clock, Alva 
Evans. Electric roaster, John C. Wil¬ 
ley, Mrs. Maude, Saffell. 

DEMONSTRATION 
On January 25 an automatic wash¬ 

ing machines demonstration was held 
at the office of the McDonough 
Power Cooperative. A very nice de¬ 
monstration was witnessed by a small 
attendance of ladies due to the haz¬ 
ardous road conditions. The demon¬ 
stration was conducted by Mary Lou 
Deichmann of Peoria. Some inter¬ 
esting hints on electric ranges and 
cooking were given by Marguerite 
Gustafson. 

We are planning a series of such 
demonstrations, including a cooking 
school, etc., for the coming year if 
enough interest is shown by our mem¬ 
bers. If you are interested in any 
kind of demonstration, would you 
please drop us a card or tell us at 
the office what demonstration you 
would be interested in. 

UTILIZATION 
If you have any problems regard¬ 

ing your wiring or electrical equip¬ 
ment, drop us a line or inquire about 
them at the office. Don’t hesitate to 
bring your problems to us as we are 
anxious to help you with whatever 
your needs be. 

If you have any type of home¬ 
made electrical equipment that you 
feel others would appreciate knowing 
about, notify us and we will take 
pictures of the equipment and get 
your thoughts on the same. This is 
your cooperative, so why not pass 
your ideas of electrical gadgets along. 

Corn Cobs Aren’t Useless; 
Source of Basic Chemical 

The Corn Belt Electric Cooperative of Bloomington is 
playing a part in helping answer the question. Can corn cobs, 
which were used in producing an important chemical under 
wartime cost-plus practices, be used for the same purpose in 
peacetime?” 

The product is Furfural—a basic organic chemical. 
The Cornbelt Co-op is providing the electrical energy for 

the loading and storage facilities of the Allison Grain Company 
of Bloomington. At present 

Harvest or hormone sprays are ef¬ 
fective in reducing losses of apples 
by dropping. 

All equipment that comes into con¬ 
tact with milk should be rinsed with 
cool water immediately after use and 
then washed and sterilized. 

the cobs are obtained at the 
cost of trucking charges only. 
The expense and trouble of 
burning them is avoided by 
those furnishing them. An 
electric loader for the cobs is 
used in connection with the 
storage bins. 

The Quaker Oats Com¬ 
pany is the sole producer of 
Furfural. Until recent years, 
the main source of the chem¬ 
ical has been oat hulls. Dur¬ 
ing the war, when cost was 
not a determining factor, 
the use of corn cobs as a 
source was begun. The Al¬ 
lison company is determin¬ 
ing if the cobs can be 
handled profitably under 
post war conditions to meet 
the price of the Quaker 
Oats company. 

Formerly, the handling of 
cobs has been too expensive 
for industry to figure out a 
use for them. If the present 
experiments prove successful, 
the handling of them may 
prove profitable. 

Furfural is a basic chemical. 
It is the starting material for 
the making of innumerable or¬ 
ganic compounds which have 
many uses. 

Furfural is used in refining 
petroleum lubricants, in the 
purification of butadien one of 
the synthetic rubbers, in mak¬ 
ing light colored rosins, and in 
dissolving plastic materials. 

Other Uses 
The chemical is also used in 

making certain types of grind¬ 
ing wheels, coating materials, 
varnish removers, dyes, cold 
molding compounds and as a 
solvent for many standard 
gums, waxes and soaps. 

In the food industry it 
can be used for improving 
the tastes of coffee and in 
the making of artificial flav¬ 

ors. Tobacco has been im¬ 
proved by its use. 

The wide range of uses in¬ 
clude such highly different 
items as road building, where 
it is used as a binder for bitu¬ 
men-mineral mixtures; in the 
leather industry where it im¬ 
proves the tanning process; 
and, in the preparation of cer¬ 
tain industrial alcohols. 

Farm Uses 
Its direct farm uses are: the 

treatment of wheat seed 
against smut, as a bait for the 
Oriental fruit moth, to prevent 
screw worm infestation of de¬ 
horned cattle, as a wash in 
poultry houses to kill lice and 
other parasites. It is especially 
effective for the control of 
dandelions. 

All the major oil companies 
are using Furfural. A check 
of large industry shows that 
the Hercules Powder Com¬ 
pany, the Eastman Kodak 
Company, the Pittsburgh Plate 
Glass Co., the E. I. du Pont 
de Nemours & Company are 
among the users of this ma¬ 
terial. 

With corn cobs as a basic 
raw material for one plrase of 
the gigantic American chem¬ 
ical industry, the farmer tends 
to assume an ever more im¬ 
portant place in the economy 
as a producer of essential 
items. 

For best results pullets should 
have access to a laying mash 
continuously and scratch grain 
fed m deep litter once or twice 
daily. 

A farmer is more likeiv to produce 
first-grade cream if he realizes the im¬ 
portance? of using good methods in 
producing quality butter. 

Bacterial wilt of alfalfa was first 
discovered in 1924 in northern Illinois. 

■ 
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Television Limitation May 
Be Licked Thus Making It 
Available To Farm Homes 

Madei wiring set'Up shows how new remote control wiring system (right) eliminates the need for much of 
the large special equipment required in conventional wiring system (left). Remote control differs from conven¬ 
tional system in that switches are connected to the outlets, not by cable, but by a new light-weight Flamenol- 
insulated wire carrying only 25 volts. 

Remote Control of Lights, 
Appliances, Now Practical 

The recent development of a new 

lightweight Flamenol—insulated 
22—gage wire carrying only 25 

vofts, now makes possible multi- 
switch control of lights in farm 

homes. Heretofore such a system 

has been confined to expensive 

installations. 
By the use of this new wire 

a building owner can control 

any particular light, outlet or 

small appliance from any num¬ 
ber of points within a building. 

In addition, the new system is 
safer, eliminates much large 

and expensive material and at 
low cost adds great conveni¬ 

ence. 
The new wire eliminates need 

for special cables and switches and 
makes the home and farm wiring 
system much more flexible. 

On the farm, the lights in a barn 
may be turned on from any en¬ 
trance. Yard lights may be con¬ 

trolled from any farm building and 
the hotbed turned on from inside 
the house. 

On the luxury side, such 
wiring will make possible turn- 
hag on the coffeemaker from 
bedside; the radio may be oper¬ 

ated Sfy remote control; front 

and back door lights from any 
room in the house. The entire 

house lighting system may be 
switched on from the bedroom 
if an intruder is heard. 

With the new wiring, small 
switches eliminate the use of wall- 

plates. They operate by means of 

a small pressure touch. Only one 
type of switch is needed. The low 
voltage for the new wire control 
aystem is provided by a small 

transformer installed somewhere 

in the house. 

Infrared rays have been limited in 

agriculture to small experimental 

plots. The lamps, however, can be 

used successfully in such units as 

oold frames to protect plant seed¬ 
lings. 

Killing frosts occur under the 

condition of the stilling of the air 
under a cloud-free sky when the 

temperature is near the freezing 

point. This condition allows heat 
from the earth and plants to es¬ 

cape into outer space, leaving the 
plants no way of keeping warm. 

(Continued on Page Seventeen) 

Television is the fastest growing industry in the United 
States today. When compared to radio, it is growing much 
more rapidly than that industry at a comparable state 25 years 
ago. In 1948 there were over 700,000 sets in use as com¬ 
pared with 115,400 TV sets in 1947. 

It is estimated that by mid-summer 1949 there will be 
transmitting stations in most 
large cities and receiving sets 
in nearly two million homes. 

All this is good news for 
everyone except the farmers 
who live in the more remote 
areas. Although many farm¬ 
ers have electric power, the 
effective short range of tele¬ 
vision transmitters as now 
operated remains a serious 
limitation. TV transmitters 
now operating as do our pre¬ 
sent radio broadcasting sta¬ 
tions have a radius of only 
25 miles. 
Two suggestions have been 

made by the scientists to over¬ 
come this limitation. These 
will make television available 
to millions of farm families. 

The first suggestion employs 
the use of Stratovision as an 
airborne method of broadcast¬ 
ing television. It is reported 
that the problems involved in 
this method of telecasting have 
been solved and the system is 

ready for commercial develop¬ 
ment. 

Extensive tests under 
flight conditions have been 
made over a three-year per¬ 
iod. Final developments are 
awaiting public and govern¬ 
mental acceptance of the 
idea. There are apparently 
no technical restrictions to 
Stratovision broadcasting. 
A converted B-29 was used 

for the flight tests and televi¬ 
sion broadcasting experiments. 
A series of weekly test flights 
and three public demonstra¬ 
tions have shown successfully 
reception reports from tele¬ 
viewers of programs from the 
plane in an area with a radius 
of 250 miles about the plane 
circling above at 25,000 feet. 

A second approach to the 
problem of extending television 
casting has been suggested to 
the Federal Communications 
Commission by Kenneth A. 
Norton of the Bureau of Stan¬ 
dards Propagation Laboratory. 

(Continued on Page Fifteen) 

The Penny Cost Thousands 

A WATER FALLACY 
There is a popular idea that a 

stream purifies itself in a certain 

distance of flow. 

There is no general rule for 

this statement. A stream purifies 

itself in relation to its ability to 
absorb oxygen from the air. A 

turbulent, rocky — bottom stream 
naturally absorbs more oxygen 

than one with a slow, sluggish 
flow. Self purification *of streams 

does not mean that stream water 

Is safe to drink. Any surface water 

should be boiled or sterilized before 

being used for culinary purposes. 

A workman demonstrates how to 
install the 25-volt switch for new re¬ 
mote control wiring system. 

Electricity May 
One Day Protect 
Crops From Frost 

Electricity can help combat the 
menace of frosts! With the recent 

$60,000,000 loss of the California 
citrus fruit farmers in mind, frost 
control appears to be an important 

subject to any of America’s special¬ 
izing farmers. 

The newest devise, now being 
studied experimentally, is the use 
of Infrared rays to protect valu¬ 
able crops against temperature 
drops. 

Infrared light bulbs have 

been developed, which although 
giving little or no visible light, 

do heat objects* placed be¬ 

neath them. The Infrared rays 

occur below the scale of light 

visible to human eyes. At the 

present time industry uses in¬ 

frared lamps for fast drying of 
enamels, paints, glues and such 

materials in the manufacture 
of automobiles, refrigerators, 

and many other objects. In in¬ 

dustrial use, the metal surface 

below the paint is heated by 

the invisible rays, which in 

turn speeds the drying of the 

protective coating. 
Bee? use of the prohibitive cost. 

Bill thought it was a good 
idea. He put a penny back of 
the blown fuse. Now Mary 
could get breakfast without any 
more interruptions. The toaster, 
waffle iron and coffee maker 
worked again. No more annoy¬ 
ing inconveniences. 

Breakfast over, Bill went 
back to his chores outside 
unaware that the overloaded 
wires were red hot and had 
started a smouldering fire be¬ 
tween the walls. 

Mary’s screams brought him 
back to the house on the run. 

Smoke poured out of the windows. 

Frantically, they fought to save 
their house. 

It was of no use every¬ 
thing they had was gone ..... the 
penny back of the fuse hadn’t been 

such a good idea .... It kept the 

overloaded circuit closed until fire 
destroyed everything  

Bill didn’t know the simplest 

rules of fuse safety .... he didn’t 

understand the purpose of a fuse 

in an electric city. 

200 Fires Daily 

The National Board of Under¬ 

writers reports that over 200 fires a 

day are charged to overloaded cir¬ 

cuits. This could be prevented with 

proper fuses. 

A fuse is the “safety valve” in 

your electric system. It is intended 
to be the weakest point in the wir¬ 

ing system. It fails first when 

things go wrong—it keeps some¬ 

thing worse from happening. 

However, too many persons 

just like Bill—fail to recog¬ 

nize this danger signal. And, 

when their f iP^s do begin to 

“Bill thought it was a good idea, 
fuse. . . .” 

He put a penny back of the blown 

blow out, they frequently sub¬ 

stitute a heavier fuse. A 15— 
ampere fuse is sufficient for 

ordinary house wiring. The 

worst thing to do is what Bill 
did, put a penny behind the 

blown fuse. 

Most important, they fail to find 

out why the fuse blew in the first 

place. (Just the thing Bill should 

have done). If the overload isn’t 
corrected, the wires will break 

down instead of the fuse, throwing 
hot sparks around inside of some 

wall where it might not be noticed 

until the fire gets under way; just 

as in Bill's case. 
Good Fuse 

You can tell if a fuse is “good" 
because the window in the top of 

the fuse is clear and unclouded 
and because the strip of metal you 

see through the window is straight 

and unbroken. 

In a dead fuse, the window is 
cloudy and scorched. In a dead 

fuse, the metal strip under the 

window is broken. 

No current can flow to your 

lights and appliances when your 

fuses are “dead.” 
Replacing a Fuse 

If Bill had only known it, chang¬ 

ing a fuse is as eary as changing 

a light bulb. Here are the rules for 
replacing a “dead” fuse. Perhaps 

you want to know them too! 
1. If the electricity goes off 

while you are using an appli- 

(Continued on Page Seventeen) 
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Clean Your Barn 
Electrically! 

Write jor free 
literature and estimate 

SANITARY 
BARN CLEANER 

EAU CLAIRE EQUIPMENT CO., 515 North Michigan St 

Television 

This is an all-purpose crop dryer in use. It burns oil and the blower 
fan operates on electricity. This is portable equipment which makes it easy 
to use where needed. 

Drying Equipment Offers 
Way To Avert Crop Losses 

Illinois farmers are confronted with profit losses for their 
fall corn crop in spite of the high yields. Many farmers market¬ 
ing their corn find that they are penalized by the high moisture 
content of the grain. 

High moisture content corn does not store well and con¬ 
sequently buyers are unwilling to assume too much risk with it. 

Freezing weather came 
late last fall and a high 
spoilage of cribbed corn was 
experienced. One source es¬ 
timates that cribbed corn in 
many areas contained as 
much as 33 per cent moisture 
at cribbing time, whereas the 
safe margin is considered to 
be 15 or 20 per cent. 
The crop dryer seems to be 

the answer to this problem. A 
new angle has entered the busi¬ 
ness of farming — man-con- 
trolled crop conditioning. 

Crop dryers are made essen¬ 
tial for farmers by the change 
that has come over American 
agriculture in modern times. It 
is the mechanical harvesting of 
crops. 

In former times, the farm¬ 
er could go into the snow- 
covered fields with his horse- 
drawn wagon and hand pick 
corn. As a result, corn was 
not cribbed then until win- 

paid to crop storage 
average farmer. 

For the individual farmer, 
use of a dryer may make har¬ 
vesting a more regular proce¬ 
dure, control the feed values 
of hays, hold moisture con¬ 
tents within accepted limits, 
give storage safety, and result 
in higher yields per acre. 

It Pays To Play Safe 
With Electricity 

By Daniel W. Teare 

Farm Electrification Specialist 
Stable manure and the odor¬ 

ous phase of the annual task of 
hotbed making can be com¬ 
pletely eliminated by the in- 

by the stallation of permanent electric 
soil heating cable in the beds. 

Electric cable has been design-, 
ed and manufactured for thu 
purpose. Thousands of success¬ 
ful installations have beei 
made, fully proving its value i» 
producing ideal growing con¬ 
ditions at nominal cost. 

A cold snap at the close ol 
(Continued on Page Seventeen) 

At Last! Amazing 

Ail-Purpose Infra-Red 

Generator! 

for use throughout 

Farm and Home 

All¬ 
purpose 
bracket i 
shown in photo 
Every farm and home should have this 
miracle electric heat ray generator. A few 
uses of DUZZ-ALL are to: relieve muscu¬ 
lar pains, injuries, nfections, swellings 
(man or beast); dry hair, clothes, painted 
surfaces, etc.; raise temperature and drive 
out dampness at baby’s crib, cellar, garage, 
barn; heat bathroom, sickbed; start cold 
auto and tractor motors; thaw pipes, fro¬ 
zen radiators; use as brooder for fowl, 
animals; etc. KEEP FOR EMERGENCY. 

The DUZZ-ALL 
Portable—Approved oy U.L.—Shatterproof 
Weighs only 5 H lb.—easy to carry about. 
Can stand up, hang from ceding or any¬ 
where. Will withstand jolts. No glass bulbs 
or delicate filaments that break; no bright 
glow to bother eyes or keep one awake. 
APPROVED BY UNDERWRITERS’ 
LABORATORIES. 15" diameter; bracket 
18" overall height. 110-120 volts AC-DC. 
500 watts (200-750 watts available at no 
extra cost). Complete with 10 ft. rubber- 
insulated cord and heavy duty plug. Ele¬ 
ments Guaranteed to burn day and night for 
1 year or its equivalent. Order today, one 
or more. Special discounts for several. 

ONLY $19.95 —SENT PREPAID 
Send for free circular, WRITE NOW! 
THUNDER ASSOCIATES 

JDept^A3^^8^^^Wacker^Chipago^ 

ter was at hand. Thus, by 
chance and favorable condi¬ 
tions, the moisture content of 
the corn was just about right. 

It is practically impossible 
to operate the mechanical pick¬ 
er in snow-covered fields. 
Without drying equipment, the 
present-day farmer tries to get 
the corn out of the field about 
the time he can count on a 
hard freeze. This is a matter of 
chance. 

However, with crop drying 
equipment the moisture content 
of the crop can be regulated 
after it has been stored. 

Moisture content of various 
crops has always been a seri¬ 
ous problem—not for the 1948 
crop alone. 

Figures show that 25 per 
cent of the annual U. S. hay 
crop of 100 million tons is 
totally lost or damaged by 
weather and moisture. Grain 
losses for an average year 
are estimated to be between 
400 and 500-million dollars. 

In the current models of dry¬ 
ers, heat is furnished from oil 
burning equipment which is 
blown into the storage shed 
by means of electric powered 
and controlled fans. An electric 
thermostat controls the flow of 
oil. 

Incidental to the use of a dry¬ 
er on a farm, some adaptations 
must be made to the storage 
buildings. Existing structures 
must be insulated and ventil¬ 
ated properly. New grain bins 
or silos can be so constructed to 
fit the needs of drying equip¬ 
ment. 

Hay, corn, small grains, 
soy beans, seed crops, tobac¬ 
co are among the farm crops 
with which dryers can be 
used profitably. 
The use of a crop dryer is 

but another step in taking the 
element of chance out of farm¬ 
ing. Agricultural experts agree 
that too little attention has been 

1. Always use a test lamp when 
checking a circuit or checking for a 
blown fuse. 

2. No circuit should ever be fused 
beyond its rated capacity. 

3. When standing in a wet place, 
never touch a light fixture or cord. 

4. When in bath tub, drawing 
water or touching any part of water 
system, keep hands away from fix¬ 
tures, cords or appliances. 

5. Examine electric cords fre¬ 
quently. Look for worn insulation or 
frayed ends. 

6. Always shut off the current be¬ 
fore replacing a fuse. 

7. Use good, rubber covered cords 
for equipment in the laundry or base¬ 
ment. 

8. Ground your motor frames, es¬ 
pecially on your water pump and 
milking machine. 

ANOTHER EXAMPLE of how electricity lessens risk of farming is 
the electric hotbed. The soil heating cable shown before being buried from 
four to eight inches under the surface of the bed. 

LOW IN COST 

SIMPLE TO INSTALL 

FULLY AUTOMATIC 

SAVES LABOR AND TIME 

HIGHLY EFFICIENT 

(From Page Fourteen) 

Norton said that interfer¬ 
ence could be reduced and 
coverage greatly increased 
by systematic spacing of sta¬ 
tions and by requiring all 
stations on a given channel 
to use the same amount of 
power and antennas of the 
same height. 

It was suggested that each 
use 100 kilowatts of power and 
a 1,000-foot antenna, and that 
stations on the same channel 
be located 280 miles apart in 
an equilateral triangle. 

The Scientific American ma¬ 
gazine reporting on studies of 

the Central Radio Propagatioi 
Laboratory, stated that such az 
arrangement, with the trianglei 
properly overlapped, w o u 1 / 
make it possible to cover the 
principal rural areas and mos 
metropolitan centers withoi^ 
interference. 

Both this last suggestion am’ 
the Stratovision casting for th' 
sending of Television impulses 
will not only avoid the heavj 
costs of laying co-axial cable) 
between TV stations but wif 
also make Television possibh 
for millions of farm homes no 
covered under present arrange 
ments. 

Electric Hotbeds Eliminate 
Hazard From Cold Snaps 
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PEN PALS 
We’ve done it again! Another 

month with our Pen Pal mailbox 
bulging over with many, many in¬ 
teresting letters. We haven’t been 
able to squeeze them all on your 
Junior KEA News page this month, 
so if you don’t find your letter in 
the paper today, watch for it in 
the next issue or so. 

Why don’t you join our letter 
writing fun? If we haven’t heard 
from you, sit down and write your 
letter now, telling us all about your 
work, your play and yourself. Send 
your picture along with your letter 
and we’ll see that you get it back 
after the picture is published. The 
address is Kay Conlan, Junior 
BE A News, Petersburg, HL 

• * 
Wanda Likes Drawing 

I am a girl in the eighth grade. 
I go to the Concord School. My 
teacher is Mr. Hutchcraft. I am 
four feet, 11 inches tall and weigh 
80 pounds. My hobbies are draw¬ 
ing, skating, and swimming. I 
would like boys as well as girls to 
write to me. I am 13 years old. 
My birthday is August 31. I have 
light brown hair and blue eyes. I 
will answer all letters, so come on 
Pen Pals and fill my mailbox.— 
Wanda Fern Fischer, Emma, HI. 

* * * 

Deloris, A Collector 

l am a girl 14 years old. I have 
blue eyes and brown hair. I am a 
freshman in the Carmi Township 
High School. My hobbies are col¬ 
lecting movie star pictures, movie 
books and records. I like to play 
the piano too. I will answer all 
letters, so come on Pen Pals fill 
my mailbox.—Deloris Ann Fischer, 
Emma, HI. 

♦ * * 

Has December Birthday 

I am nine years old and in the 

fourth grade. I 

have blue eyes 

and light brown 
hair and a fair 
c o m p 1 exion. I 
live on a 160 acre 
farm near Mas- 
coutah, 111. My 
birthday is De¬ 

cember 29. My hobbies are read¬ 
ing and playing with the dogs.— 
Rosalie Richter, R. R. 2, Mascoutah, 
111. 

* * * 

A 4-H Member 

I am 11 years old. My birthday 
is October 8. I have dark brown 
hair and brown eyes. I go to 
Kaskaskia Consolidated School and 
I am in the sixth grade. I am in 
the 4-H Club. We have a very 
nice club. Come on Pen Pals, fill 
my mailbox.—Laurella McDonald, 
R. R. 2, St. Mary’s, Missouri. 

* ★ * 

A First Letter 

I am a girl 10 years old. I have 
brown hair and blue eyes. My 
birthday is June 18. I have one 
sister, Doris, 12, and one brother, 
Ronald, 14. This is my first letter 
to the Junior REA News. Come 
on Pen Pals please fill my mail¬ 
box. — Phyllis Keen, R, R. 1, 
Keenes, HI. 

* * * 

Has Blue Eyes 

I am a girl 13 years old. I have 
brown hair and blue eyes. My 
birthday-is September 8. I am four 
feet and seven inches tall. I have 
three brothers and two sisters. 
Come on Pen Pals, sling the let¬ 
ters my way. — Loretta Fritsche, 
Jacob, HI. 

Wanda’s Hobby Beading 

I am a girl eight years old. I 

have light brown hair and blue 
eyes. I am about four feet two 
inches tall. My hobby is playing 
and reading. I would like boys as 
well as girls to write to me. I will 
answer all letters so come on Pen 
Pals write. — Wanda Buko vac, 
Rockwood, 111. 

* * * 

Sewing is Wanda’s Hobby 

I am a girl 13 years old. I am 
about five feet, one and one-half 
     inches tall and 

have blonde hair 

| and blue eyes. I 
weigh about 95 
pounds. My hob¬ 
bies are sewing, 
cooking and 
roller skating. I 
would like to 

have Pen Pals between the ages of 
13 and 15. So come on, Pen Pals, 
there isn’t a better way to get ac¬ 
quainted.—Wanda Lee Lane, Sparks 
Hill, 111. 

* * * 

Gayle Collects Shells 

I am 12 years old and have 
brown eyes and brown hair. I am 
five feet one inch tall. I am in 
the seventh grade at the Warsaw 
Grade School. I collect shells, ride 
bicycles and take piano lessons. I 
have two pets, a dog named Sport 
and a cat named Stinky. I will 
answer all letters written by boys 
and girls between the ages of 11 
and 13. Write to me Pen Pals and 
keep my mailbox full. — Gayle 
Skyles, Warsaw, HI. 

Enjoys Piano Lessons 

The customary way of beginning 
a letter to a future Pen Pal is by 
giving my identification card which 
I have filled out, so I shall do that. 
The readers take one look, form 
one opinion and write or not, 
whichever they decide to do. My 
identification is as follows: Cath¬ 
erine Carpenter, R. R. 4, Mt. Ster¬ 
ling, HI. 

I wouldn't have written this if I 
hadn’t wanted Pen Pals, so what 
I want is obvious. I am 14 years 
of age and a freshman at high 
school. I weigh about 97 pounds. 
I take piano lessons which I enjoy 
and wish for an opportunity to 
take ballet lessons. This letter is 
long but you now get the general 
idea of my state of affairs. Boys, 
girls, those interested, please write! 
—Catherin Carpenter, R. R. 4, Mt. 
Sterling, HI. 

* * « 

Takes Care of Baby Brother 

I am a girl nine years old. My 
birthday is April 3. I have red 
hair and gray eyes. I am four feet 
five inches tall. I have a sister, 
Barbara and a baby brother, Clare. 
My hobby is taking care of my 
baby brother. I go to the Mowea- 
qua Grade School. I take clarinet 
and piano lessons. When we went 
to Minnesota I caught some fish. 
This is my first letter to the Junior 
REA News, so come on boys and 
girls and fill my mailbox.—Anita 
Lambdin, R. R. 2, Mowea'qua, 111. 

■W ★ 

Lives On A Farm 

I am a girl 13 years old. I am 
a sophomore in high school. My 
birthday is April 8. I have brown 
hair and blue eyes and have to 
wear glasses. I am five feet one- 
and-one-half inches tall and weigh 
about 115 pounds. I live on a 
farm. I have one sister and three 
brothers. My hobbies are reading 
and riding a bicycle. I would like 
to hear from both boys and girls 
from the ages of 14 years old and 

older. Come on boys and girls and 
fill my mailbox full. — Nancy 
Brown, R. R. 3, Clay City, I1L 

* * * 
Barbara Enjoys Music 

I am a girl 13 years old and 
have dark brown hair and dark 
brown eyes. I am a freshman at 
the Eldorado Township High 
School. I live on a farm about five 
miles from town. I like to play 
the piano and the clarinet. I en¬ 
joy music very much. This is my 
first letter to the Junior REA 
News and I really want a lot of 
Pen Pals so come on boys and 
girls and write to me. I will 
answer all letters. — Barbara Sue 
Woolard, R. R. 1, Eldorado, HI. 

* * * 

Sport is Basketball 

I am a girl 14 years old. My birth¬ 
day is July 5. I am a freshman at 
the Anna-Jonesboro Community 
High School. I am five feet four 
inches tall and weigh 112 pounds. 
I have brown hair and blue eyes. 
My favorite sport is basketball 
and my hobbies are writing letters 
and collecting movie star pictures. 
I would like girls and boys between 
the Ages of 13 and 18 to write to 
me. I will answer all letters.— 
Dorothy Lacy, R. R. 3,Cobden, HL 

~ * IT 

Shirley Enjoys Reading 

This is my first letter to the 
Junior REA News. I am 12 years 
old and in the seventh grade. I 
have dark brown hair and blue 
eyes. I have two brothers, Jewell, 
27, and Junior, 23. My hobbies are 
playing ball, riding bicycles and 
reading books. I would like boys 
and girls between the ages of 12 
and 16 to write to me. Come on 
Pen Pals, fill my mailbox.—Shirley 
Mae Merritt, R. R. 1, Burnt Prairie, 
111. 

* * * 

Has Three Kittens 

I am a little girl eight years old. 
My birthday is 

April 1. This is 

my first letter to 

the Junior REA 
News. I am in 
the third grade 
at Athens School 
and I ride the 
school bus. I have 

light brown hair and blue eyes. My 
hobby is roller skating. I have 
three kittens and I like to play 
with them.—Clara Woodrum, R. F. 
D. 1, Cantrall, HL 

♦ * * 
Jeanne Has Paper Dolls 

I am seven years old. I have light 
brown hair and gray eyes. I have 
four sisters and two brothers. I 
go to Antioch School and I am 
in the third grade. My teacher’s 
name is Mrs. Olive Stoner. My 
hobby is keeping paper dolls. 
Write to me Pen Pals. — Jeanne 
Jeffries, R. R. 2, McLeansboro, III. 

* * * 
Collects Movie Star Photos 

I am 12 years old. I am four feet 
seven inches tall and I weigh 68 
pounds. I have blond hair and blue 
eyes. I have four sisters and two 
brothers. I go to Antioch School 
and I am in the seventh grade. My 
teacher’s name is Mrs. Olive Ston¬ 
er. My hobby is collecting movie 
star pictures. I also like to ride a 
bike. Hurry Pen Pals, write to me. 
—Augusta Y. Jeffries, R. R. 2, Mc¬ 
Leansboro, HI. 

* * * 

Likes Beading Magazines 

This is my first letter to the Jun¬ 
ior REA News. I am 16 years old 
and my birthday is December 31. 
I am a junior in Thebes Township 
High SchooL J^kave brown hair 
and blue a farm 

in Miller City. My hobby is read¬ 
ing magazines. I would like to 
have boys and girls between the 
ages of 16 and 20 write to me.— 
Doris Burns, Miller City, 111. 

* * * 

Alma Collects Pictures 

I am a girl 17 years old. I have 
brown hair and brown eyes. I 
have two brothers but I am the on¬ 
ly girl. My hobby is collecting all 
kinds of pictures. This is my first 
letter to the Junior REA News. I 
would like boys and girls to write 
to me, so come on Pen Pals and 
fill my mailbox.—Alma L. Hagler, 
R. R. 4, Carbondale, HL 

* * * 

Carita Enjoys Cooking 

I am a girl 11 years old. My 
eyes and hair are both brown. I 
am a pupil of Hartsodk School. My 
teacher is Mrs. Hale. My hobby 
is cooking, especially baking. I 
have three sisters and six broth¬ 
ers. I would like to hear from 
boys and girls.—Carita Bums, Mil¬ 
ler City, HI. 

* * * 

Viola Will Exchange Pictures 

This is my first letter to the Jun- 
ior REA'. News 

brown hair. I like to read, go to 
the movies, dance and write letters. 
I would like to write to boys and 
girls from 18 to 20. I’ll exchange 
pictures and answer all letters. So 
come on, gang, write. — Viola 
Tackitt, R. R. 3, T Flora, 111. 

* * * 
Frances’ First Letter 

I am a girl 16 years old. I am 
five feet one inch tall and weigh 
112 pounds. I have dark blonde 
hair and blue eyes. My hobby is 
collecting movie star pictures. This 
is my first letter to the Junior REA 
News. I would like to have Pen 
Pals everywhere from 16 to 20 
write to me. Come on boys and 
girls let me hear from you.— 
Frances Ellen Campbell, R. R. 2, 
Edinburg, HI. 

★ * 
Doris Has Cat, Dog 

I am 12 years old. I have blue 
eyes and black curly hair. I am 
four feet nine inches tall. My hob¬ 
bies are riding a bike and riding 
horses. I will write to both boys 
and girls. I have three brothers 
and one sister. I also have a cat 
and a dog. Come on Pen Pals fill 
my mailbox.Doris Sheppard, R. R. 
1, Murphysboro, HI. 

★ * ★ 
Another First Letter 

This is my first letter to the Jun¬ 
ior REA News. I am a girl 14 
years old. I am five feet three 
inches tall and weigh 108 pounds. 
I have brown hair, and blue eyes. 
I am a freshman at Cambridge 
Community High School. My hob¬ 
bies are collecting pictures of 
movie stars, writing letters and 
bicycle riding. I would like to hear 
from you, Pen Pals.—Donna Lea 
Yorges, R. R. 1, Cambridge, 111. 

* * * 
Craft work Is Hobby 

I am a girl 12 years old and I 
am in the sixth grade. I have 
blonde hair and blue eyes. My 
birthday was February 22. My hob¬ 
by is craftwork. I also like to read, 
write to Pen Pals, and ride my 
bicycle. I would like Pen Pals be¬ 
tween the ages of 11 and 12 to 
write to me. Come on boys and 
girls, fill my mailbox.—Marie 
Loucks, Sesser, HL 

* * * 

A Blondie 

I am a girl 12 years old. I go to 
Sailor Springs SchooL I have 
blonde hair and blue eyes. My 
birthday is July 15. My school 
teacher is Mr. Hastings. Come on 
Pen Pals and fill my mailbox. I 
want boys as well as girls to 
write.—Carol Jean Wilkins, Box 
37, Sailor Springs, 111. 

Likes To Receive Letters 

I am 10 years old and in the 
fifth grade. I am four feet nine 
inches tall and weigh 68 pounds. 
I have brown hair and blue eyes. 
I go to Holder School and my 
teacher is Mrs. Mary Killian. I 
like her very much. I have three 
sisters and two brothers. My hob¬ 
bies are riding bicycles and receiv¬ 
ing letters. I would like boys and 
girls to write to me. I will answer 
all letters so come on boys and 
girls and fill my mailbox.—Donna 
Seaton, Box 36, Holder, 111. 

* * * 

Has Many Hobbies 

I am a girl 11 years old and my 
birthday is August 5. I have dark 
brown hair and blue eyes. I am 
four feet seven inches talL My 
hobbies are riding a bicycle, swim¬ 
ming, reading comics and listen¬ 
ing to the radio. I would like to 
have both boys and girls write to 
me. Come on Pen Pals and fill my 
mailbox.—Lillie Mae Jones, R. R. 
1, Kewanee, HL 

* * * 

A Bedhead 

I am a girl 15 years old. I am 
five feet eight inches tall. I have 
red hair and green eyes and I 
weigh 138 pounds. My hobbies are 
riding a bicycle and collecting 
movie star photos. I am a fresh¬ 
man in Downs Community High 
SchooL I live on a farm. I have 
one brother and two sisters. I 
would like to have Pen Pals be¬ 
tween the ages of 15 and 20 write 
to me. Come on Pen Pals fill my 
mailbox full. I will answer all let¬ 
ters.—Louetta Carver, R. R. 1, 
Downs, HL 

* * * 

David Likes Hunting 

This is my first letter to the Jun¬ 
ior REA News. I am a boy 12 years 
old. My birthday is on January 
23. I go to the Fenneriffie SchooL 
My hobbies are swimming, hunting 
and horseback riding. I have light 
brown hair and blue eyes and a 
light complexion. I promise to 
answer every letter from girls as 
well as boys. Come on Pen Pals 
fill my mailbox.—David Blass, R. 
R. 1, Fieldon, HI. 

* * * 

Linda Likes Sports 

I am a girl 13 years old and my 
birthday is February 16. I have 
blonde hair, blue eyes and I am 
five feet four inches tall. My hob¬ 
bies are playing basketball and 
basebalL I like games with a lot 
of running also. I go to the Sher¬ 
man Valley Grade School and I am 
in the seventh grade. I would like 
to have boys and girls between the 
ages of 12 and 15 write to me. Come 
on Pen Pals, do your stuff.—Linda 
Huber, R. R. 1, Easton, HI. 

* ★ * 

Likes Hillbilly Music 

May I drop in long enough to 
 gather up a bunch 

llppf •’ll||ll am a girl 15 years 

old. I have brown 
||||t hair and blue 

I eyes. My height 
is five feet four 

* ^plljPV inches. My hob- 
.. I TW*"& bies are reading, 

writing letters and collecting movie 
star pictures. I love hillbilly 
music. I would like to hear from 
guys and gals from 14 to 20. So, 
come on, kids and fill my mailbox. 
—Nola Browning, R. R. 1, Murphys¬ 
boro, 111. 

★ * * 
Hobby Is Dancing 

This is my first letter to the Jun¬ 
ior REA News. I am 14 years old, 
weigh 106 pounds and I am five 
feet two inches tall. I have light 
brown hair and brown eyes. I am 
a freshman in the McLeansboro 
Township High SchooL My hob¬ 
bies are dancing and singing. I 
have two brothers and two sisters. 
My birthday is November 19. I 
would like boys and girls between 
the ages of 13 and 16 to write to 
me. I will answer all letters so 
come on and fill my mailbox 
.please.—Charlotte Carroll, R, R. 4* 
McLeansboro, HL ‘ 
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Electric Hotbeds Eliminate 
Hazard From Cold Snaps 

A 4-H Club Member 
This is my first letter to the 

Junior REA News and I am very 
anxious to hear from other Pen 
Pals. My birthday is August 7 and 
I am 10 years old. I go to the 
Downs Grade School and I am in 
the fifth grade. I like to cook and 
sew. I have just joined the 4-H 
Club. I have one sister and two 
brothers. Come on Pen Pals and 
fill my mailbox.—Carolyn I. Shaf¬ 
fer, R. R. 2, Bloomington, 111. 

★ * ★ 

Will Exchange Photos 
This is my first letter to the Jun¬ 

ior REA News. I am 12 years old 
and in the seventh grade. I have 
blue eyes, light brown hair and 
wear glasses. I am five feet and 
nine inches tall which is tall for 
my age. I like to go to school. I 
go to the Burnt Prairie Grade 
School and Mr. John Whetstone is 
my teacher. My hobbies are play¬ 
ing the piano, playing -softball, and 
reading. I have two sisters, Helen, 
24 and Hilda, 21. I also have one 
brother, Maurice, 17. I would like 
both boys and girls to write to me. 
Come on Pen Pals fill my mailbox. 
I will answer all letters and trade 
photographs. — Shirley Pottonff, 
Burnt Prairie, 111. 

Ruby’s Hobby Is Quilting 
I am 20 years old. I weigh 135 

f y: pounds, have blue 
eyes and blonde 
hair. My hobbies 

’lifil? ar^ ,sew*n^ 
i III to make quilts. I 

^ WSk * «1 wou^ like to 
have some Pen 

Hk lUk Emit? 4 Pals write to me 
and fill my mailbox full.—Ruby 
Smith, R. R. 2, Vergennes, 111. 

★ ★ ★ 
Keith Collects Pictures 

I am a boy 13 years old. I have 
dark brown hair and brown eyes. 
I attend the Sorento Public School 
and I am in the eighth grade. My 
hobby is collecting pictures. I have 
100 of movie stars, 50 of baseball 
players and many others. Come 
on kids, fill my mailbox. P.S.—En¬ 
close a picture of yourself.—Keith 
Parks, Sorento, 111. 

★ * * 

Has a Pet Cat 
I am a girl 13 years old and my 

birthday is August 4. I weigh 
about 130 pounds, am five feet four 
inches tall, have brown hair and 
brown eyes. I am in the eighth 

★ * ★ 
grade and go to school in Phila¬ 
delphia. I have one brother, Roy, 
7; and one sister Edna Mae, 17. 
My hobbies are writing, playing 
ball and swimming. I have a pet 
cat I call “Thank You”. This is 
my first letter to the Junior REA 
News and I will answer all letters 
I receive.—Laura Ellen Grace, 
Sparks Hill, 111. 

* * * 
4-H Member 

I am 11 years old and my birth¬ 
day is May 3. I have brown hair 
and blue eyes. I am five feet talk 
I live on a farm of 120 acres. This 
is my first year in 4-H and my 
heifer won an "A”. I am in the 
fifth grade sit Bigham School. I 
would like to hear from girls of 
my age, so fill my mailbox.—Nancy 
Milligan, R. R. I, Pinchneyville, 
m. 

* * * 
A Twin 

I am a girl of 13, have brown 
hair and blue eyes. I sun in the 
eighth grade and go to Blandins- 
ville School. This is my first letter 
to the Junior REA News. I read it 
every time we get the paper. I 
have a twin brother, Eugene. My 
hobbies sire reading, drawing, rid¬ 
ing my bicycle and singing. My 
favorite school subjects are spell¬ 
ing, English, history, geography 
and civics. I would like very much 
to have some Pen Pals, so every¬ 
one write. — Ardythe Charlene 
White, Blandinsville, HI. 

★ ★ * 

Another 4-H Club Member 
I am a girl 16 years old. I am 

five feet, three inches tall and I 
weigh 115 pounds. I have brown 
hair and greenish-brown eyes. I 

go to Thompsonville High School 
and I am a member of the 4-H 
Club. My hobby is reading as I 
read anything I see. I am inter¬ 
ested in writing letters to any girls 
and boys over 15 years old. I prom¬ 
ise to answer every single letter 
written to me.—Delores Parker, R. 
No. 2, West Frankfort, HI. 

* * * 

Helps With Chores 
I am a girl 10 years old. I have 

blonde hair and blue eyes. I am 
about four feet nine inches tall. I 
live on an 80 acre farm and have 
to help with the chores. My hob¬ 
bies are skating, bicycle riding, and 
reading. I would like letters from 
both boys and girls, so come on 
Pen Pals and write to me.—Eliza¬ 
beth Austin, R. R. 1, Norris City, 
HI. 

* * * 

Ruth Likes Arithmetic 
I am a girl 11 years old. I am 

in the sixth grade at MeGlasson 
School. My favorite subjects are 
reading and arithmetic. My hobby 
is bicycle riding. I will try to 
answer all letters. I would enjoy 
hearing from boys and girls be¬ 
tween the ages of 11 and 13.—Ruth 
Ann Harrison, R. R. 1, Sesser, 111. 

★ ★ ★ 
A First Letter 

This is my first letter to the Jun¬ 
ior REA News. I am 12 years old. 
My birthday is October 21. I want 
all boys and girls between the ages 
of 12 and 13 to write to me. So 
come on Pen Pals, fill up my mail¬ 
box.—Inis L. Wallace, R. R. 1, Ed- 
wardsville, 111. 

★ ★ ★ 
Builds Model Airplanes 

I am a boy 13 years old. I am in 
the eighth grade at Weanertown 
Schoolhouse. I am four feet 11 
inches tall. My hobbies are play¬ 
ing ball and building model air¬ 
planes. I have two sisters, Patsy, 
11 and Geraldine, 17. I also have 
two brothers, Lloyd, 15 and Rich¬ 
ard one year old. Come on Pen 
Pals fill my mailbox. I will answer 
all letters.—Billy R. McClintock, 
R. R. 1, Box 182, West Frankfort, 
111. 

'ft •fr it 

Likes Going To School 
My hobby is going to school to 

learn. I have two pet dogs and a 
wagon. I go to school at Jones¬ 
boro and I walk one mile. I like 
to read, learn arithmetic and spell¬ 
ing, to sing and play the piano. I 
am in the third grade and my 
teacher is Mrs. Martin. I am nine 
years old. I have blue eyes, light 
brown hair, weigh 75 pounds and 
have a fair complexion. I would 
to hear from boys and girls from 
nine to 15. Come on, Junior REA 
News readers, write to me and fill 
my mailbox.—Floyd O. Baughman, 
R. F. D. 1, Box 187, Jonesboro, HI. 

★ ★ * 

Enjoys Bicycle Riding 
This is my first letter to the Jun- 

lOT REA NeWS. 

. I am 11 years old 

The Bes School 
i and my teacher is 

. pounds and my 
height is four feet, seven inches. I 
have brown hair and blue eyes. I 
have four sisters and two brothers. 
My hobby is riding a bicycle. I 
would like to hear from all the 
boys and girls my age.—Maisie 
Adean Thompson, R. R. 1, Thebes, 
HL 

* * * 

Has Five Pen Pals 
I am in the fourth grade. I am 

nine years old and my birthday is 
September 4. I have five Pen Pals. 
Are you in 4-H? I am not in 4-H. 
I have two sisters and a brother. 
My brother’s name is Bobby and 
my sisters are Sharon and Gloria. 
We live on an 88 acre farm in 
Roseville. We have a dog, Penny. 
My hobbies are reading and play¬ 
ing with dolls. I would like to 
have some more Pen Pals, so 
come on, boys and girls between 
nine and 10, write to me.—^Virginia 
Brown, R. R. 1, Roseville, III. 

(From Page Fifteen) 
a plant growing period is no 
longer a hazard, because the 
cable will maintain uniform 
heat so long as current is main¬ 
tained and the thermostat set. 

The cable is controlled by a 
thermostat automatically main¬ 
taining soil heat within (2) de¬ 
grees of the desired tempera¬ 
ture, for as long a time as de¬ 
sired. 

Sixty feet of cable should 
be used with 110-120 volts 
current, 120 feet of cable re¬ 
quired 220-240 volts. These 
lengths and their respective 
voltages should not be 
changed or the cable will not 
heat properly. 

Sixty feet of cable is used on 
a two-sash bed. For larger 
beds, use several lengths, each 
separately supplied with power. 
Some companies provide 300, 
500 and 1,000 feet cable lengths 
for commercial installations, 
which can be operated on avail¬ 
able voltages. 

Thermostats should have a 
sensitive bulb extension to per¬ 
mit burying the bulb in the soil 
to maintain desired soil tem¬ 
peratures. In some cases the 
thermostat is designed to con¬ 
trol soil heat by maintaining 
the air between the bed and 
sash at a desired temperature. 
In either case the cable will 
perform satisfactorily in ob¬ 
taining the desired result. The 
thermostat can be set at -a tem¬ 
perature range of 30 to 120 
degrees. One thermostat can 
control two cable lengths at 
either 120 or 240 volts. 

Soil heating cable is gen¬ 
erally buried four, six, or 
eight inches below the soil 
surface on a well-drained 

Enjoys Roller Skating 
I am a girl nine years old in 

the fourth grade. I like to go to 
school. I go to McGuire School. 
My hobbies are bicycle riding and 
roller skating. I have light hair 
and blue eyes. I weigh about 110 
pounds. My birthday is July 29. 
This is my first letter to the Jun¬ 
ior REA News. I would like to 
hear from all boys and girls and 
I will answer all letters.—Earlene 
Wilson, Wolf Lake, 111. 

★ * * 

Clothing Is 4-H Project 
I am a girl 11 years old and in 

the sixth grade. I am a 4-H Club 
member and I take clothing for 
my project. I weigh 101 pounds. 
I have two sisters and one broth¬ 
er. My hobbies are cooking and 
collecting letters. My birthday is 
June 27. Come on, girls, fill my 
mailbox. — Gloria Alice Brown, 
Route 2, Roseville, HI. 

* * ft 

Plays Piano 
I am a girl 11 years old with 

brown hair and brown eyes. I 
weigh 95 pounds and I am four 
feet, five inches tall. I am in the 
sixth grade at Rudement School. 
My birthday is January 12. I 
have one brother. My hobbies are 
playing piano and riding a bicycle. 
This is my first letter to the Jun¬ 
ior REA News. I don’t have any 
Pen Pals as yet, but I promise to 
answer all letters.—Jane Rose 
Booten, R. R. 3, Harrisburg, HI. 

* * * 

Plays Baseball 
This is my first letter to the Jun¬ 

ior REA News. I am 12 and my 
birthday is May 27. I am in the 
seventh grade at Rudement Grade 
School. I have brown hair and 
blue eyes. I am five feet tall and 
weigh about 90 pounds. My hob¬ 
bies are roller skating and playing 
baseball. I will answer all letters 
from boys and girls between the 
ages of 12 and 15. Come on. Pen 
Pals, fill my mailbox.—Hazel Os¬ 
man, R. R. 3, Harrisburg, 111. 

bed. Occasionally it is placed 
on top of the soil, but this is 
not customary and there is 
danger of mechanical injury. 
A protective covering of 
hardware cloth is placed 
about one inch above buried 
cable, to prevent disturbande 
or mechanical injury when 
working or changing soil. 
Both lead and plastic have 

proved to be very satisfactory 
water-proof heat transmitting 
coverings for soil heating cable. 
The latter is lighter in weight 
and more flexible. Both types 
of covering need careful handl¬ 
ing during installation and pro¬ 
tection from mechanical injury 
to preserve the moisture-proof 
covering. 

When the coverings are 
broken, the electrical conductor 
is exposed and will cause a 
short, due to entrance of mois¬ 
ture. Such a condition could be 
dangerous, so the cable should 
be discarded when the covering 
is broken. 

The cable has different watt¬ 
age rating, depending on the 
manufacturer’s design, the 
length of cable, and the voltage 
used. Standard wattages for 
various cables are set at 200, 
400, 800, 1,000 and 3,000 watts. 
The cost of operation is great¬ 
est in cold climates, the current 
consumption depending on soil 
temperature in the bed and the 
surrounding weather condi- 
tions. After the bed is brought 
up to temperature, the only 
current consumed is to replace 
heat lost from the bed. 

Electricity May 
Conquer Frost 

(From Page Fourteen) 
The plants throw their own heat 
up in the air and kill themselves 
in so doing. 

Infrared lamps suspended 
above the plants generate heat 
waves and keep the plants 
warm in spite of themselves. 
In other words, the lamps give 
off the heat and act as a pro¬ 
tective blanket. 
Even though the Infrared lamps 

are limited in use, to greenhouses, 
hotbeds and small outdoor plots, 
they are today playing a small but 
important part in protecting crops. 

If suitable methods can be de¬ 
veloped to produce the Infrared 
rays on a large scale for outdoor 
plantings, it is estimated that $500,- 
000,000 worth of our crops can be 
saved annually. 

The Penny 
Costs Thousands 

(From Page Fourteen) 
ance, disconnect the appliance 
at once. 

2. Look at the fuse “win¬ 
dows.” Be sure to stand on a 
dry, insulated surface when 
doing so. 

3. Remove the dead fuses 
Throw it away. 

4. Screw in a new, good fuse. 
Don’t do as Bill did, {dace a 
penny back of the blown fuse 
(Have a supply of good fuses 
on hand. You get them from 
your appliance store—but be 
sure they have an underwriter’s 
approval.) 

5. After the electricity comes 
back on, re-connect one appli 
ance. of course, it is always 
wise to throw the main house 
switch when changing fuses. 

6. If the fuse blows again, 
have the appliance checked 
by an electrician for repairs. 
If trouble continues, reconnect 

lamps and appliances one by one, 
then you can find the one that 
caused the trouble. 

It was these precautions that 

NEWS FROM 
Illinois Valley 

Princeton, 111. 

F. I. RUBLE, Mgr. 

Mailing Address: 430 South 
Main Street 

Telephone: 135 
Office ours: 8:00 A. M. to 5 

P. M. (Monday through Sat¬ 
urday) 

Telephone Numbers for Out¬ 
ages: 
In case of interrupted service 

at any time other that the regu¬ 
lar office hours, call one of the 
following numbers: 

Milford Jontz, General Fore¬ 
man, Phone 288, Princeton 

Floyd Christiansen, Mainten¬ 
ance Foreman, Phone 2889, 
Princeton 

I am pleased to inform you that 
your cooperative has employed 
Fred E. Darr as public relations 
director. His objective will be to 

develop a p r o- 
gram to further 
inf ormation on 
rural electrifica¬ 
tion and effici¬ 
ent utilization of 
c o-o p power 
which will be of 
real value to all 

F. I. Ruble members. 
This program also includes 

the cooperation of your coop¬ 
erative with farm organiza¬ 
tions, 4-H Clubs, community 
and civic clubs and other 
groups by providing informa¬ 
tion through talks, special 
demonstrations and motion 
pictures at meetings which 
they may sponsor. 
Program chairmen and club 

leaders are cordially invited to 
contact Mr. Darr at your co-op of¬ 
fice in Princeton for complete in¬ 
formation on how he can best 
serve your group. 

Mr. Darr comes direct to 
your cooperative from the Me¬ 
nard Electric Cooperative, Pe¬ 
tersburg, where he conducted 
a similar program. During the 
nine years he was employed 
there he arranged or partici¬ 
pated in over 700 meetings 
with an estimated total attend¬ 
ance of 50,000 co-op members 
and others interested in for¬ 
warding the rural electrifica¬ 
tion program. 

Your cooperative also plans to 
sponsor a series of meetings over 
the entire system to better ac¬ 
quaint its membership with infor¬ 
mation about the cooperative and 
to build toward a large attend¬ 
ance for the annual meeting to be 
held next September. 

This is your cooperative. Let us 
constantly build toward its perma- 
nancy. 

Cooperatively yours, 
F. I. Ruble, Manager. 

METER READING 
Maintenance men have begun a 

meter check over the entire sys¬ 
tem. To verify certain data they 
will also spot check meter read¬ 
ings, condition of meters and dis¬ 
cuss with members unusual condi¬ 
tions, if found, at the time of their 
visit. Your electric meter is a pre¬ 
cision made instrument. It meas¬ 
ures in Kilo-watt hours (KWH) 
the amount of co-op power used 
on your premises. 

So that you can be properly 
(Continued on page eighteen) 

Bill failed to take. He paid for 
his carelessness by ’''sing his home. 

Other causes of “fuse” blow¬ 
ing may be: overloading your 
electric wiring (that is, using 
too many appliances at the 
same time), or the cord to the 
appliance may be worn and 
causing v short circuit. 
Make it your business to under¬ 

stand the part the fuse plays in an 
electric circuit. Know how to re¬ 
place them. Use only the proper—^ 
size fuses. Don’t turn your home 
into a fiery death trap—as Bill did. 
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NEWS FROM 
Southern IlSinois 

Dongola, UL 

GEORGE ENDICOTT, 
Mgr. 

At the annual meeting which was 
held February 12th, the membership 
voted to continue the merchandising 
program. In order that the merchan¬ 
dising program can be carried out to 
completion, it will be necessary that 
the co-op set up a service organiz¬ 
ation, which is planned to be under 
the direct supervision of the manage¬ 
ment of the co-op, and this individual 
will be on the cooperative payroll. 

A schedule of repair charges will 
be worked out, and it is hoped that 
we can have a repair and a service 
available which is not available at 

this time for the 
members. Of 
course proper ar¬ 
rangements will 
be made for af¬ 
ter hour service 
calls. 

In order to 
take care of the 

G. W. Endicott calls for the mer¬ 
chandise which is being requested by 
the membership, it seems that it will 
be necessary that we change the 
supplier, who has not taken care of 
our needs up to this time. 

The Hotpoint franchise seems 
to be the opening which will 
make it possible for us to secure 
the line of merchandise which we 
want, which is a very well 
known line, besides the fact that 
they will supply us with the 
merchandise a^ it is needed. 
Arrangements are being made now 

for changing of this franchise so that 
we will have electric equipment 
available for our members. 

The membership will be invited to 
drop into the office or make inquir¬ 
ies regarding any of the electrical 
appliances which they have, and the 
board is waiting merely the request 
that we have as to just the set-up 
which would be made on distributing 
this merchandise, but each member 
can rest assured that the board has 
the intention of making the greatest 
saving to the members and giving 
them the service as well as the very 
well known merchandise at the very 
lowest possible cost. 

Rate Increase 
Due to the fact that all costs of 

the cooperative in attempting to ex¬ 
tend service into unelectrified areas, 
and also due to increased cost of 
operating the co-op, it was felt by 
the board that it would be best to 
consider at the annual meeting, a 
proposal to raise the rates, which, 
even though very moderate, would 
be sufficient to warrant the continu¬ 
ing of electric service in the thinner 
areas of the project. 

Upon the review of this rate 
increase proposal by REA, the 
following increase has been felt 
necessary to do the job which is 
anticipated; that is, increasing 
the yearly revenue approximate¬ 
ly $5,000, which, when divided 
among each bill over the twelve 
month period, will be a very 
minor item. 
The increase is roughly two mills 

per kilowatt hour of increase on 
each group except the first 30, which 
remains the same, and increasing the 
lowest to a minimum of 2 cents per 
kilowatt hour. 

There also will be a change in the 
hot water heater rate which will be 
raised to 1 y2 cents and the block 

Penscscolcs 
Creosoting Co. 

Incorporated 

if 

Producers of Creosoted 
Dense Southern Pine 

Poles 
★ 

PENSACOLA, FLORIDA 

decreased from 300 to 200. There 
will also be a difference in the plac¬ 
ing of this group in the schedule, in 
that it will fall following the first 80 
KWH on the farm and home and 
continuing to be after the first 500 
KWH in the commercial. It is pro¬ 
posed that this rate schedule will go 
into effect the first of July, and upon 
the approval of REA of the final 
schedule, new rate sheets will be 
made up, and sent out so that they 
can be used on and after July 1st for 
the sending in of the bills. The in¬ 
crease will amount to no increase on 
the minimum bills, 2 cents on the 40 
KWH usage, up to a total of 25 
cents on the 200 KWH usage. 

Voltage Regulators 
The cooperative force has com¬ 

pleted the installation of the voltage 
regulators which have been on order 
some time, which will take care of 
the voltage condition on most of the 
lines on the project. The units have 
been placed in the line at Crossroads 
in the “C” line, which is north of 
New Columbia, and also a single unit 
near Washington School in Massac 
County. 

This will bring the voltage back 
up to its minimum of 120 volts, be¬ 
sides raising it will also maintain it 
at a very uniform rate. / 

There has also been a set 
placed in the “B” line at the 
Gravel Pit to take care of the 
lower end of Alexander Coun¬ 
ty. The fourth set has been 
placed on the "E" line at the 
junction of the “E” and “F"* line 
south of J. B, Dunivan’s, east of 
lillin. 
There are several of the users who 

probably will have high voltage un¬ 
til our maintenance men can get 
around to set the transformers back 
down, due to the fact that the volt¬ 
age was raised on these to build it 
up previous to the installation of 
these voltage regulators. 

By observing the operation of the 
various electrical appliances, and es¬ 
pecially a fluorescent light, you will 
notice that there is a considerable 
difference in the voltage which they 
have at this time. 

We are in hopes that this will take 
care of the condition until a sub¬ 
station can be installed which will 
correct the difficulty permanently, as 
these voltage regulators are merely 
makeshift until the substations are 
placed in operation, at which time 
the regulators will be placed in the 
substation to regulate the voltage on 
the substation line at that time. 

Meeting Date 
Due to the fact that adverse weath¬ 

er conditions and also crowded con¬ 
ditions in the local gymnasium have 
made it advisable for the board to 
present to the annual meeting a 
change in the annual meeting date, 
which change was approved at the 
recent annual meeting, the date has 
been set for any time between Aug¬ 
ust 15th and September 15th. 

It is planned that these meetings 
will be held in the various fair 
grounds; that is, Anna, Vienna, and 
Metropolis. 

It is also felt that upon the 
consent of the members that the 
sack lunch will be dispensed 
with, in favor of a basket din¬ 
ner, the members bringing a cov¬ 
ered dish, and the cooperative 
furnishing the plates, spoons, 
forks, and the drink. 
During the last few years the co¬ 

operative has gone to considerable 
expense to make lunches available, 
and a large number of them have 
not been used. This is necessary due 
to the fact that the reservations in¬ 
dicate that many more will attend 
than actually attend. 

Of course in previous years we 
have had weather which was felt to 
be the cause of this large number 
not being there, but this year there 
were some 600 which sent in reser¬ 
vations which were not present at 
the meeting, and they, we felt, had 
ideal weather for the meeting. 

The directors, at their organiz¬ 
ational meeting which was held 
following the annual meeting, 
elected their officers for the com¬ 
ing year. The newly elected 
officers are William Planert, 
President; Otto Finger, Vice 

President, Clyde Hogendoble<r, 
Secretary-Treasurer. 
The directors also, in compliance 

with the by-law change which was 
affected this year, draw lots to de¬ 
termine the new term of the vari¬ 
ous directors. As was voted, there 
were to be lot drawings to determine 
which three directors would serve 
one, two, or three year terms. These 
drawings were made and were as 
follows: 

One year terms: Clyde Hogendob- 
ler, T. J. Eddleman, Otto Finger. 

Tw’o year terms: Lewis C. John¬ 
son, William Planert, Charles B. 
Soper. 

Three year terms: K. R. Douglas, 
Ray Guthrie, Martin Wittke. 

This will mean that at the annual 
meeting of 1950 that there will be 
three directors elected for a term of 
three years which will replace the 
directors that drew lots to serve only 
one year in this initial round of the 
staggered terms. This staggered term 
of directors will make it possible 
that there can be no full change of 
the board, which has not been the 
case, but would be possible, and also 
it will give the director an oppor¬ 
tunity to be able to get acquainted 
with the working of the board in 
his term of office. 

Nominating Committee 
In keeping with the bylaws of the 

cooperative, the nominating commit¬ 
tee for the coming year was appoint¬ 
ed at this annual meeting, which 
will serve until the nominees for 
the three directors for the coming 
year have been decided. The names 
of the nominating committee mem¬ 
bers are as follows: 

Union County—A. Hartline, Anna, 
regular; Theodore Hase, Dongola, al¬ 
ternate. Pulaski—C. Taake, Ullin, 
regular; E. C. Droge, Mounds, al¬ 
ternate. Alevander—P. Ryal, Miller 
City, regular; J. Collins, Elco, alter¬ 
nate. 

Massac County—J. A. Giltner, 
Brookport, regular; Ezra Karber, Me¬ 
tropolis, alternate. Johnson County— 
H. Billingsley, Buncombe, regular; A. 
A. Burris, Belknap, alternate. 

Karnak 
Of interest to most of the present 

members will be the news that the 
Cooperative is completing arrange¬ 
ments for the servicing of the village 
of Karnak. Arrangements have been 
made with Main Brothers Box & 

Lumber Company for the taking over 
of the distribution facilities in Kar¬ 
nak. 

This does not include any of the 
facilities of the box mill property 
that is used exclusively for the use 
of the plant. The cooperative will 
furnish maintenance service to Main 
brothers after work hours and over 
the weekend. This will make it pos¬ 
sible for a benefit to be derived both 
from the co-op, by Main Brothers, 
and by the people of Karnak. 

The construction on this line will 
start just as soon as weather per¬ 
mits, transformers have been ordered 
for the stepdown substation, and 
staking will start on the rebuilding 
of the system in Karnak. A group 
meeting of the town people is being 
arranged so that final details can be 
worked out and be given to the in¬ 
dividuals in the town. 

The regular Cooperative mini¬ 
mum rate as well as the minimum 
bill will apply in Karnak. There 
will be a reduction in rate over 
what they are paying now, be¬ 
sides a little better type service 
than they have had in the past. 
This is due to the fact that Main 
Brothers wTere not set up as a 
servicing utility but merely was 
a service which is being given to 
the town people through the mill, 
which had come to such a place 
that it was becoming a burden to 
the point that changes would 
have to be made so that service 
could be continued to the town 
people. 
The Cooperative service into Kar¬ 

nak will make it possible for a large 
number of the people to utilize re¬ 
frigerators and ranges, which have 
not been possible in the past due to 
the loaded condition of the supply¬ 
ing plant in that the capacity was 
not there to make it possible for a 

range or a refrigerator to be added on 
to the system. 

Meeting Awards 
As has been customary in the past, 

the cooperative made available sev¬ 
eral awards for the annual meeting. 
The individuals receiving them were 
as follows: Portable rotary ironer 
with table and chair set, Raymond 
Schaeffer, Metropolis. Electric door 
chimes, William Planert, Unity. 
Electric Iron, Lowell Corbett, Bun¬ 
combe. Electric radio, Roy Dale, An¬ 
na. 

One year minimum electric bill, 
Delmas McIntosh. Dongola. HP 
electric motor, Lannis Sielbeck, Me¬ 
tropolis. 

Six months minimum electric bill, 
L. W. Hungate. 

Electric fan, Fred E. Wilson, The¬ 
bes. - 

Three months electric bill, Clar¬ 
ence Benefield, McClure. 

Safety Award 
The highlight, as far as the em¬ 

ployees were concerned, of the an¬ 
nual meeting, was the awarding by 
Noble Wrinkle of REA, for the 
Employers Mutual Liability Insur¬ 
ance Company, insurance carriers of 
the cooperative, of additional bars to 
the previously awarded safety 
placque for the attaining of 200,000 
and 250,000 man hours without a lost 
time accident. The 200,000 man hour 
award was reached some time in 
August and the 250,000 man hours 
without lost time accident was 
reached the first of February. 

Mr. Wrinkle, in his presentation, 
stated that this was due in a large 
part to the efforts of Russ Holcomb, 
who is in charge of the field work 
of the employees. Mr. Holcomb is 
one of the oldest employees, and 
has trained, in conjunction with the 
job safety training program, employ¬ 
ees in safe operation and construc¬ 
tion on the project. 

As stated in the letter which we 
received from the Employees Mutual 
Liability Insurance Company, this is 
a record which is outstanding in the 
United States, and is such that the 
Southern Illinois Electric Cooper¬ 
ative is the only co-op that is in¬ 
sured by this company that has 
reached this record. On the 200,000 
man hours, there was just a few 
thousand man hours separating this 
cooperative from others in the 
United States, but with the addition 
of the extra 50,000 man hours, mak¬ 
ing a total of 250,000 hours, there is 
a considerable difference in the near¬ 
est one for the number of man hours 
reached without lost time accident. 

Cairo Meeting 
The Manager and William Planert 

were invited to appear before the 
Cairo Rotary Club at Cairo, on Mon¬ 
day, February 21st at the regular 
club meeting. 

The cooperative management is 
endeavoring to acquaint the people 
who are not fully acquainted with 
the rural electrification program with 
the work which is being carried on 
by this program. The manager or 
some of the directors will be avail¬ 
able at any time for talks before 
civic groups in an attempt to ac¬ 
quaint them with the work which is 
being carried on by the Cooperative 
as a benefit to the community in gen¬ 
eral. 

A great many comments that are 
coming to the directors from these 
folks is due to the fact that they 
are not acquainted with the operation 
of the project nor of the work which 
is being attempted and carried out 
by the Co-ops; that they are tax- 
paying, business-managed groups, 
and that they are also locally con¬ 
trolled, as well as being units of the 
community organization, which are 
for the betterment of the community 
in general by making electric serv¬ 
ice available, which helps the entire 
community, even those who for vari¬ 
ous reasons feel that they are not , 
benefitted by this use of electric 
service. 

Illinois Yalley- 
(Continued from page seventeen) 
charged for the amount of 
electricity used by your appli¬ 
ances and equipment it is nec¬ 
essary that your co-op office 
receive an accurate reading 
each month on the number of 
KWH used. 
A card is mailed you each month 

so that you can read your meter. 
Mark it down on the card and re¬ 
turn it to your co-op office. Meters 
should be read and card mailed in 
on the 20th of eadh month. 

The accurate reading of your 
meter and mailing your meter card 
in ON TIME! is the duty of every 
member. 

GENERAL OUTAGE 
The general outage Thursday 

morning, January 6, was a result 
of a power company failure which 
feeds our Mineral substation lo¬ 
cated northwest of Neponset. The 
failure was for approximately 40 

minutes and our men were stand¬ 
ing by at the substation to make 
sure our lines were re-energized 
when the service was restored. 

All lines wTere re-energized and 

service restored immediately with 
the exception of the P13 line, .lo¬ 

cated in an area North of Mineral. 
Because of the load on this line, it 

was necessary to pick it up in sec¬ 
tions, and this caused some delay 
in restoring service to this area. 
A larger Oil Circuit breaker has 
been installed for sectionalizing the 
P13 line and it is believed that this 
will eliminate much of the diffi¬ 

culty encountered when power goes 
off and then back on at the sub¬ 

station. 

SELECTING APPLIANCES 
Members will be subjected to the 

most intensive appliance and 

equipment sales campaign in his¬ 
tory this year. The days of short¬ 
ages as far as electrical appliances 

and equipment are concerned is 
over except for those depending 
upon aluminum. Manufacturers 

are now looking toward the ex¬ 
panding market opened by rural 

electrification to step up sales. 
Some high pressure salesmen will 

still be using the “shortage of ap¬ 
pliances” as a sales point, but mem¬ 
bers should be able to shop around 
for the particular article they have 
in mind and find it. 

Your cooperative will be pleased 
to help you locate any particular 
piece of equipment or appliance 
you are unable to purchase in your 
local trading center. The name of 
the dealer who has it will oe sup¬ 
plied so you can contact him di¬ 
rect. 

NEWS ABOUT MEMBERS 
Mr. and Mrs. Melvin Kauffman 

and eight children have moved to 
Yoncalla, Ore., where they have 
purchased a sheep and cattle ranch 
and expect to make their home. 
The Samuel Headings has moved 
to the farm vacated by the Kauff¬ 

man’s near Annawan. Mr. Kauff¬ 
man, in a long distance telephone 
conversation January 18 with his 
future neighbor, Elmer Hostetler, 
at Yoncalla, learned that while the 
heavy snows and cold weather were 
prevalent in Illinois, a tempera¬ 
ture reading of 45 degrees, and 
very pleasant weather were enjoy¬ 
ed in Oregon. The family sold all 
farming equipment and household 
goods at public auction at Anna- 
wan, before their departure, and 

made the trip by automobile, trav¬ 
eling by the Southern route through 
Texas, Arizona and California, and 
making their way up the Pacific 
Coast to Oregon. 

John M. Headleys meter card for 
Dec. 20th bore the notation that 
identical twin boys, James Mason 
and George Elmer, arrived at their 

home last November 19. The Head- 

leys live on R R., Wyanet. 

LARAMORE and DOUGLASS. Inc. 
ENGINEERS 

Power Plants, Distribution and Transmission Lines 
SYSTEM STUDY SURVEYS 

79 East Adams Street, Chicago 3, Illinois 
REA FIELD OFFICE—154 North Market Street, Paxton, Illinois 
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Farming News Notes 
DEFLATION CHECKS 

While both domestic and 
foreign demands for farm pro¬ 
ducts are slowing down, these 
demands are still far above 
pre-war figures. Unemploy¬ 
ment, although climbing, is not 
serious. In fact, employment is 
still much greater than any 
peacetime year before World 
War II. 

In the business world there 
are many deflationary checks 
that did not exist in 1920. 

Here are some factors at 
work for the farmer that did 
not exist 25 years ago: unem¬ 
ployment compensation: social 
security: a backlog of public 
works projects: government 
price support for U. S. bonds: 
abolishment of the private con¬ 
trol of gold; insurance on bank 
deposits: agricultural price sup¬ 
ports: national defense expen¬ 
ditures; European aid. 

DIET STANDARDS 
American leadership has 

been in part attributed to the 
high percentage of livestock 
and livestock by-products in 
the national diet by a Univer¬ 
sity of Illinois agriculture pro¬ 
fessor. By way of comparison. 
Americans have 25 per cent of 
these products in their diet. 
Europeans have 11 per cent 
and Asiatics only three per 
cent. 

PAYS TO SPRAY 
According to Dr. Harlow B. 

Mills, chief of the Illinois Na¬ 
tural History Survey, Illinois 
farmers netted more than $11,- 
000,000 through use of insecti¬ 
cides in 1948. This saving in¬ 
volved corn, soybeans, clover 
seed, and cattle. Estimates on 
savings by fruit growers, heavy 
users of insecticides, are not 
yet available. 

It is estimated that by the 
use of fly sprays, Illinois dairy 
cows in 1948 gave 90,000,000 
more pounds of milk, and beef 
cattle put on 12,750,000 more 
pounds of meat. No estimates 
can be made as to the public 
health values of these sprays. 

FROM USDA 
A goal of 120 billion lbs. of 

milk for 1949, established in the 
face of dwindling cow num¬ 
bers in the U. S. will require 
the Nation s dairy farmers to 
boost the average milk produc¬ 
tion of their cows to an all- 
time high this year. Cow num¬ 
bers are now the lowest since 
1930. In many herds such an 
increase could easily be ac¬ 
complished by better feeding. 

★ ★ ★ 
There were a third of a 

million less persons at work 
on farms the last week in 
December, 1948. Wages for 
farm labor continue to rise. 
On January 1, 1949 farm 
wages were up three per cent 
from a year ago, 

* * * 

The European corn borer 
reduced the 1948 crop of field 
corn by 85,500,000 bushels. 
Surveys indicate this loss in 
corn production is more than 
double that of 1947. The 1948 
corn loss due to the borer is 
estimated at $ 103-million dol¬ 
lars. 

FROM U. OF I. 
The year of 1948 was a rec¬ 

ord-breaking year for Illinois 
egg production. Laying hens 
set a new record for annual 

rate of lay in this state by 
averaging 165 eggs each com¬ 
pared with last year’s record 
of 154. 

* * * 

Hawkeye soybeans are 
proving to be adapted farth¬ 
er south in Ulinois than form¬ 
erly believed. Hawkeye has 
produced the largest yield of 
11 varieties tested during the 
past three years. 

★ * * 

Tests at the Dixon Springs 
Experimental Station have 
showrn that the annual erosion 
from corn in a three-year ro¬ 
tation was 14 tons of soil an 
acre. Using a six-year rotation 
of corn, grain, and four years 
of meadow w'ould cut the loss 
to only three tons per acre. 

W ★ ★ 

If you are building a new 
barn or remodeling an old 
one, it would be a good idea 
to include plans for installing 
a mechanical barn cleaner. 
Good barns are generally 
used for 20 to 50 years. In¬ 
stallation is cheaper and 
simpler if plans are made 
for a cleaner when a barn 
is new. The cost is higher 
when plans are not made for 
the future installation. 

★ ★ ★ 

The sheep producer.who has 
his ewe flock bred early this 
year, will have a crop of lambs 
to go to market ahead of the 
expected heavy marketings of 
hogs and cattle next fall. 

DID YOU KNOW? 
There may be as many as 

40,000 weed seeds in a square 
foot of soil. 

★ ★ ★ 
In 1880 the average pro¬ 

duction of the Illinois farm 
worker was 23 acres of har¬ 
vested crops. Now it is 69. 

★ ★ * 
About one-third of the total 

hours of work on a farm is giv¬ 
en to field work. 

★ ★ ★ 
Storage bin manufacturers 

are to receive 8,400 tons of 
steel a month for six months 
—enough to provide storage 
for 100-million bushels of 
grain. ★ ★ ★ 

Farmers intend to have 14 
per cent more sows farrowing 
this spring than last. With 
average-size litters, the pig 
crop would be up 10 per cent 
from the spring of 1948. 

★ ★ ★ 
On an average Illinois 

farm of 185 crop acres, 28 
more acres of legumes and 
grasses and 27 fewer acres of 
corn and soybeans should be 
grown. This adjustment m 
land use is needed to prevent 
irreparable erosion and to 
maintain soil fertility. 

★ * ★ 

During the pasture season, 
beef cattle can obtain up to 95 
per cent of their total feed re¬ 
quirements from pasture. 

* * * 

RANDOM NOTES 
Mrs. Anna Scott of near 

Fieldon, led all the men of her 
county in claiming bounty for 
21 fox pelts this year. The 
best the class A men fox trap¬ 
pers could produce was 20 
pelts. Mrs. Scott is a farmer’s 
wife and went after the foxes 
because they killed her chick¬ 
ens. 

BESIDES EXPANDING ELECTRIC 
service in its area, the Southeastern Illinois 
Electric Co-op of Harrisburg, is carrying on 
an expansion of its headquarters facilities. 

Two units shown are now complete, while 
a warehouse and an office building will be 
built next on the spacious property which the 
co-op bought on the edge of Harrisburg. 

The pole yard, which Manager Art 
Lentz is inspecting, is “unique” among 
ole yards, he claims. Being below the 
adjacent rail road siding (at left, not 
shown), poles can be unloaded from flat 

cars onto the six bunkers by merely at¬ 
taching portable steel rail sections to the 
railroad cars and rolling off the poles. 

A roadway between the bunkers is made 
by detaching the portable rails, and poles can 
then be transferred to trailer trucks in a frac¬ 
tion of the time it formerly required when 
they had to be hoisted off the ground. The ca¬ 
pacity of the bunkers is 18 carloads. 

The new garage is of the most modern 
construction and planning. It provides plenty 
of room for the co-op’s sizeable number of 
trucks and construction equipment. 

“Dear Members: Your board of 
directors has employed Howard 

Bell as manager of your cooper¬ 
ative. He took over his new duties 
on February 1. He has been with 
Menard Electric for seven years 
serving as office manager and 

head bookkeeper, so he is well 
qualified for his new position. 

It is my sincere hope that all of 
you members will show your new 

manager the same wonderful sup¬ 

port and cooperation that I receiv¬ 

ed. I have known Mr. Bell for 
many years and he has won the 

respect and liking of all who know 
him. He has displayed devotion to 
your cooperative and you can be 

sure that he will bring this same 
devotion and compentency to the 
managership of your cooperative. 

He deserves your wholehearted 

cooperation. Sincerely,” A. E. 
Becker. 

DeLong Resigns 

Another recent change in per¬ 
sonnel is the resignation of Elwin 
DeLong, first class lineman, who 

has taken a position as safety 
instructor with the Safety and Job 
Training program which the Illin¬ 

ois rural electric co-ops sponsor. 

He will be working as assistant to 
D. B. Bidle, who heads up the safe¬ 

ty program in Illinois. 
Outage Reports 

There still seems to be some mis¬ 
understanding about reporting 

outages in the Petersburg area. 

The co-op office is closed at 

5 p.m. week days and alt 
day Saturday and Sunday. 
Therefore, when reporting out¬ 
ages during non—office hours 
call Position Exchange 311, 
Petersburg. That’s Mrs. Mc- 

Surly’s phone number. She 
knows where to contact the 

linemen at all times. 

Call Position Exchange 311 after 

5 p. m. and on Saturdays and Sun¬ 
days. Do not call the office. 

Storm Repairs 

Though the January sleet storm 

is now history, there still remains 

a great deal of repair work to the 
system. Because of the extensive 
damage to the lines, repairs were 

of a temporary nature in order to 
restore service as promptly as pos¬ 
sible. 

Many sections of the system will 

require restrengthening and co-op 
crews are now busy on this work. 
Lines are being resagged, poles 
replaced and new hardware in¬ 

stalled. Because of this plus the 
additional handicap of bad road 

conditions during the past month, 

there has been a delay in getting 
around to short extensions. 

New Substation 

Two new substations should be 
completed and energized this 

Spring. The concrete has been 

poured for the station at Mason 

City. As soon as weather permits, 
concrete will be poured for the 
Virginia station. Transformers are 

on hand for both of the new sub¬ 
stations. 

News Notes 
Directors C. Nelson Worner and 

Charles Smith and their wives at¬ 
tended the National Rural Electric 
Cooperative Association convention 

in New York City early this month. 
A1 Hinricks, line foreman, is the 

proud father of an eight pound 

boy born to Mr. and Mrs. Hinricks, 
February 13. 

Washington Report 
(From Page Two) 

monopoly need not stand in 
the way of progress. 

Rural electrification through¬ 
out America has been slowed 
down pitifully due to the short¬ 
age of aluminum metal for 
electrical wire and cable. A 
group of North Central coop¬ 
eratives went together, showed 
the Reynolds Metals Company 
how it could expand into the 

is now launching a campaign 
to get rural electric systems 
throughout the nation to join 
in an effort to break the bottle¬ 
neck. 

The largest electrical trade 
magazine in the nation, pro¬ 
bably in the world, said: 
“Everybody’s talking about 
the shortage of aluminum 
conductor and now several 
people are doing something 
about it.” American business 
has quite frankly admired the 
manner in which a great 
body of farmers joined to¬ 
gether in an unselfish effort 
to remove a serious bottle¬ 
neck blighting the American 
scene. 
At the National Rural Elec¬ 

tric Cooperative Association 
convention in New York City 
a few weeks ago, writers foe 
two national magazines min¬ 
gled with the 4,000 rural elec¬ 
tric leaders who attended the 
meeting to find out what k’s 
all about.” One remarked: 
“This is probably the first time 
in America that the grass roofs 
have found a way, through 
mass credit, of solving one of 
the ills of big business.” 

However, reflecting on that 
statement, it might have been 
said about the whole rural elec¬ 
trification program. 

SERVICE OUTAGE 
Service was interrupted on the 

Farmers Mutual Electric lines 
neajr Geneseo, and 80 farms were 

without electric service early 

Thursday morning, February 3. 

Service was interrupted between 

12:30 and 3 a. m. , while the work¬ 

men repaired the damage caused 

when the Grady Transfer company 

semi-trailer crashed into a junc¬ 

tion pole located approximately 

nine miles northeast of Geneseo, 

where route 92 and Loraine roads 

intercept. 
The driver was not injured in 

the accident 



PAGE TWENTY ILLINOIS REA NEWS MARCH—1949 

NRECA Meeting Requests 
$450 Millions For REA 
And More Public Power 

In vigorously phased resolutions, the delegates to the 
NRECA convention urged Congress to authorize not less 
than $450,000,000 in loan funds for REA during fiscal 1950 
and to appropriate funds to develop public power. 

While supporting the specific power projects outlined in 
President Truman’s recommendations, the convention urged 
prompt action on other river basin developments which have 
been suggested throughout the nation. 

In another resolution, the delegates pointed out that pre¬ 
sent loans from REA are inadequate for needed generation 
capacity, and it was therefore resolved that the administrator 
of the Rural Electrification Administration establish a policy 
of allocating sufficient funds to guarantee the security of rural 
electric cooperatives and to as¬ 
sure the full development and 
progress of agriculture and 
rural industries in the country. 

Restriction 

Safety and Job 
Training Meet 
March 17 & 18 

Besides asking Congress to 
appropriate $450,000,000 for 
REA loan funds, the conven¬ 
tion requested that the 30-day 
restriction on generating loans 
be eliminated. 

It was further pointed out 
that REA has only allocated 
from six to 10 per cent of its 
total loan funds for generation 
and transmission facilities and 
that with present power re¬ 
serves the lowest in history, 
additional generation capacity 
and transmission lines are 
needed immediately if the rural 
electrification program is not 
to be seriously jeopardized. 

Other resolutions adopted by 
the convention included the fol¬ 
lowing: 

Time Limit 
In order to permit extension 

of rural electrification in thinly 
populated areas. Congress was 
urged to authorized extension 
of amortization period of REA 
loans from 35 years to 50 years. 

Telephones 
A resolution was passed urg¬ 

ing the Congress to amend the 
Rural Electrification Act to 
authorize telephone loans to 
existing or new companies 
serving rural areas. 

Hoover Report 
The convention resolved 

that the nation’s lawmakers, in¬ 
dividually or collectively, do 
not permit any changes in the 
existing REA administrative 
organization that will affect the 
public power policy. 

Research Funds 
The delegates approved a 

resolution asking Congress 
make available not less than 
$500,000 per year for research 
and study on the application of 
electricity to broad agricultural 
usage and on the technical 
problems of rural power sys¬ 
tems. This fund to be made 
available to the Farm Electri¬ 
fication Division of the Agri¬ 
cultural Research Administra¬ 
tion. 

Taxes 
Congress was requested to 

continue the present income or 
profits tax status of the non¬ 
profit rural electric coopera¬ 
tives. 

Conductor Shortage 
The convention resolved that 

the REA systems and public 
power agencies of the country 
to consider placing orders with 
$ie Wisconsin Electric Cooper¬ 
ative for their conductor re¬ 
quirements. The WEC is act¬ 
ing as sales agency for the 
Renolds Metals Company. 

Salary Increases 
It was resolved that in¬ 

creased funds be made avail¬ 
able for salary increases of 
REA employees and adminis- 
trative expense. A similar reso¬ 
lution was passed for chief ad¬ 
ministrative officials of the 
REA and principal executive 
offices of the government. 

The fifth annual Illinois REA 
Safety and Job Training Commit¬ 
tee and the Illinois REA Cooper¬ 
ative Managers Conference will be 
held at St. Nicholas Hotel in 
Springfield on March 17—18. An 
attendance of approximately 125 
persons is expected. 

The session will open with a 
managers and foreman’s joint 
meeting at 10 a. m. on the morn¬ 
ing of Thursday, March 17. Follow¬ 
ing the Thursday luncheon in the 
Rose Room of the hotel, separate 
conferences will be held during the 
afternoon. Leader of the foreman’s 
Conference will be W. A. Ross, U. 
S. Office of Education, Washington, 
D. C. 

L. C. Groat, will be chairman of 
the regular monthly manager’s 
meeting to be held during the 
Thursday afternoon sesion. A 
banquet will be held at 6:30 p. m. 
Thursday. 

Friday 
W. A. Ross will again lead the 

foreman’s conference in its session 
Friday morning, March 18. At the 
manager’s conference held at the 
same time, W. A. Ostermier, Elec¬ 
tric Meter Laboratory, Mattoon, 
will speak to the manager’s section 
on “A Planned Meter Service.” 

R. V. White, Chairman, Illinois 
REA Safety and Job Training Com¬ 
mittee will preside at the Friday 
noon luncheon. < Speaker at the 
luncheon will be Ralph A. C. Hill, 
REA Labor Relations and Safety 
Specialist, Washington, D. C. 

At the final session, Friday 
afternoon, the Illinois State Police 
Department will present a program 
on “Traffic Safety.” 

Panel 
Following the police program, a 

panel discussion will be held on 
the “Value of Assistance from 
eighboring Cooperatives to Meet 
an emergency.” 

Participating in the Panel Dis¬ 
cussion will be: Arthur Peyton, 
chairman, McDonough Power Co¬ 
operative; Charles Youtzy, Man¬ 
ager, Jo—Carroll Electric Cooper¬ 
ative; A. L. Hinrichs, line foreman, 
Menard Electric Cooperative; Dean 
Searls, Manager Adams Electric 
Cooperative and Dean Pinkerton, 
line superintendent, Illinois Electric 
Company. 

The last item on the program 
will be a summary of the confer¬ 
ence given by L. L. Wingo, super¬ 
visor, Trades and Industry, State 
Board of Vocational Education. 

Bookkeepers Meet 
The bookkeepers of Illinois rural 

electric cooperatives will hold a 
three-day meeting at the Abraham 
Lincoln Hotel, March 24, 25, and 
26. Wilbert Alms of Egyptian 
Electric Cooperative, is president 
of the co-op bookkeepers associ¬ 
ation and will be in charge of the 
meeting. 

In 1874 an Illinois law was passed 
to encourage the planting of trees. 
It provides that county boards of 
supervisors may pay up to $10 an 
acre for forest trees planted and ade¬ 
quately maintained for three years. 

Last of Insull Empire 
Sold for Scrap Paper 

About all that is left of the 
one-time billion dollar electric util¬ 
ity empire of Samuel Insull be¬ 
came just a lot of waste paper 
recently when Federal Judge 
Michael L. Igoe of Chicago order¬ 
ed two tons of documents of the 
Bankrupt Insull Utility Invest¬ 
ments, Inc. destroyed and sold as 
scrap. 

With the crumbling of the In¬ 
sull power company empire more 
than a decade and a half ago, 
thousands of trusting investors 
found their life-savings wiped out, 
wealthy families became poverty- 
stricken almost overnight and scan¬ 
dals of fraudulent manipulations 
and “watered” stock in a house-of- 
cards holding company structure 
made headlines across the country. 

The documents ordered des¬ 
troyed by Judge Igoe included old 
bonds, cancelled debentures, stock 
certificates, vouchers, receipts and 
cancelled checks. Creditors claims 
against the defunct corporation 
totaled $57,000,000. Holders of de¬ 
bentures were paid off at the rate 
of nine per cent or $90 per thou¬ 
sand. Stockholders got nothing. 

NEWS FROM 
Corn Belt 

Bloomington, HI. 

T. H. HAFER, Supt. 

Your cooperative was well rep¬ 
resented at the recent NRECA 
convention at New York. Your co¬ 
op board has always felt that since 

this rural elec- 

III trification p r o- 
' %■ gram is such a 
jgR SB national interest 

JH success of any 
local cooperative 

■H M'" JHra i.' very much tied 

WBBKJm mm up with the suc- 
T. H. Hafer cess of other lo- 

c a 1 cooperatives that each co-op 
should be represented at the state 
and national meetings. This is for 
the purpose of lending our support 
to those who need it to develop 
rural electrification and also to 
keep us informed as to the best 
methods of operation in use by all 
the different co-ops. 

Those attending this year 
were Walter Risser, president; 
Ruth Otto, secretary; Ivan 
Snow, Homer Jeckel, W. B. El¬ 
lis, directors; Frank Simpson, 
vice-president; T. H. Hafer, 
manager; and Mrs. Jeckel and 
Mrs. Simpson. 
These folks all learned a good 

deal from the meetings of the con¬ 
vention and also from talks with 
other directors from other cooper¬ 
atives and no doubt in other items 
in this issue of the Illinois REA 
News you can read of what went 
on at the convention. Your man¬ 
ager also spent a day at the REA 
offices in Washington discussing 
some local problems with the REA 
officials. 

FORTUNATE 
The Corn Belt Electric Coopera¬ 

tive is very fortunate in not suffer¬ 
ing from either of the major short¬ 
ages which still exist and which 
were discussed very thoroughly at 
the national convention. These two 
are the shortage of power and the 
shortage of aluminum. 

The Illinois Power Company 
which supplies our power has been 
able to furnish us with ample sup¬ 
plies of power so that we have not 
had low voltage a~ many of the co¬ 
ops have. 

Also since we have 98 per 
cent of the farms served which 
means very little line yet to 
build and since we anticipated 
that all farms would require 
service and ordered our wire 
and other supplies accordingly 
we still have wire enough on 
hand to give service to those 

farms which are still making a 
decision to use it. 
We also are fortunate in that we 

did not have the sleet damage 
which many of our western Illinois 
co-ops had this year. This lack of 
major trouble on our line was due 
to the fact that we did not have 
so much wind when the sleet was 
heavy but also to the fact that 
1500 trees cut in 1948 were not 
hanging over the line to have their 
limbs fall and cause the service to 
go out. 

We hope you all attended the an¬ 
nual meeting February 12th. We 
are sure now that any of you who 
did not attend missed a wonderful 
meeting and very instructive and 
valuable talk by John Strohm. 

NEWSlllOM 
Southwestern 
Electric Co-op 

Greenville, HI. 

V. C KALLAL, Manager 

TELEPHONE NUMBERS 

Bond County—Office, Greenville, Tel. 
366. Office Hours: 8:00 A-M. to 5:00 
P.M. except Sundays or Holidays. 
Before or after office hours, on Sun¬ 
days, call: Paul G. Morgan, Green- 
vie 796, or V. C. Kallal, Greenville 
379. 

Fayette County—Maurice Ketten, Van- 
dalia 982. 

Madison County—Ed. Barnes, Edwards- , 
ville 1087. 

The past few weeks have proven 
to the membership over a large 
part of the area just how dependent 
they are on electric service. At 
the same time it has proven to 
your management the importance 
of keeping the lines in tip-top 
shape, especially from the stand¬ 
point of tree clearance. 

Your cooperative has stressed the 
importance of keeping the brush 
cleared along your fence rows un- Hder the line 

many, many 
times. A t the 
same time, the 
danger o f soft 
wood trees near 
the line has been 
pointed out time 
and time again. 

V. C Kallal And yet only ice 
storms causing serious service in¬ 
terruptions will get us permission 
to trim or cut old shade trees 
planted by grandfather. 

Many of these trees must be 
given only a casual glance to 
determine that they have pass¬ 
ed their period of usefulness 
and are now a hazard to the 
line and, in many cases, to the 
house near which they stand. 
We wish to commend those who 

take pride in keeping fence rows 
clean, but the job must be done 
completely by all the farmers, if 
we are to remove this hazard. 

Then, too, after each storm, 
there are those who give us per¬ 
mission to trim or cut certain trees 
which have been responsible for 
one or more cases of service inter¬ 
ruptions. These folks are to be 
complimented for their courage, or 
should they? 

After all, grandfather, who 
planted the tree or trees, would 
want them to keep abreast of 
the times and so landscape 
their farmsteads to permit 
proper operation of their own 
electric distribution system. 
Seriously, we want to thank all 

for their cooperation and thought¬ 
fulness during the recent storm. We 
should be thankful that all the in¬ 
terruptions were of a short dura¬ 
tion compared with some of those 
experienced by some of the coop¬ 
eratives further north where out¬ 
ages for some of the members last¬ 
ed almost a week and the cost to 
the cooperatives was near the $100,- 
000 figure. 

CONSTRUCTION 
For reasons pointed out above, 

construction has been slowed down 
considerably during the past few 
weeks. However, records show 
that approximately 60 new connec¬ 
tions were made in January. At 
this time, the roads, unimproved as 

Bell Named Manager 
Of Menard Electric 

Howard O. Bell was named man¬ 
ager of Menard Electric Cooper¬ 
ative of Petersburg to succeed A. 
E. Becker who resigned to take 
the position Illinois statewide man¬ 
ager. 

Bell was appointed by the Menard 
board on February 1 following ap¬ 
proval by REA. He has been with 
the cooperative for seven years 
as office manager and head book¬ 
keeper. Before that he worked 
with the Menard County Highway 
Department. 

He and his wife make their home 
in Atterberry. 

well as improved, are breaking 
through, making it difficult to pro¬ 
ceed as we would like to. 

In a few days we hope to ener¬ 
gize the permanent substation west 
of Pocahontas. This will complete 
that part of the system improve¬ 
ment program calling for the con¬ 
struction of six new substations. 

BROODING 
Many of you will be operating 

your electric chicken brooder by 
the time you receive this issue of 
your state paper. To those operat¬ 
ing used equipment, let us remind 
you to be sure that the wiring to 
the brooder and the brooder itself 
is in good repair to assure safe, 
economical and dependable opera¬ 
tion. 

Many of you will be using an 
electric brooder for the first time 
and will want to get as much in¬ 
formation as possible before pro¬ 
ceeding. Your county Farm Bu¬ 
reau, your dealer and your neigh¬ 
bors, who have operated electric 
brooders successfully during the 
past five to eight years, all, will be 
glad to help you. 

Many of you will want to install 
some kind of an alarm that will in¬ 
dicate interruption in your electric 
service. If you know about it, 
when the service goes off at night, 
you may be able to prevent loss of 
baby chicks due to crowding and 
smothering. 

NOTICE 
A letter has been written to those 

who pay their electric bills at the 
Emrich Hardware Store in Worden, 
advising them that the Board of 
Trustees has discontinued this col¬ 
lection agency. It is mentioned 
here again in case we might have 
overlooked some one who paid their 
bill there only occasionally. It is 
felt that this will be of little or 
no inconvenience to the majority 
of those who availed themeslves of 
the service. 

For some who do not have check¬ 
ing accounts it might be possible 
for them to pay at Edwardsville 
at the Lexow Appliance Company. 
Those who mail in their remittance 
should always send it direct to the 
office in Greenville. 

The following consumers have 
purchased ranges: Wm. Bohnen- 
stiehl, Lawrence Mersinger, Ed¬ 
ward W. Niehaus, Thomas Dona¬ 
hue, Ivan Relleke, Emma Burk- 
hardt, Frank Schwierjohn, Albert 
Collman, Erlin Eakin, Fred Folkers, 
Norman Frazier, S. T. Davis, Harry 
E. Willms, Elmer C. Rule, Arthur 
Kersey, John A. Campbell, Eugene 
Sperry, Berthel Brown, Lottie Bo- 
somsworth and Clint Dunbar. 

OPERATING STATISTICS 
DECEMBER, 1948 

Miles Energized  1556.39 
Revenue Per Mile   21.34 
Total Connected Mem¬ 

bers     4,628 
Density Per Mile    2.99 
Average Bill  $ 7.22 
Average KWH Used   197.89 
% Minimum Bills   508 
KWH Sold   891,083 

DECEMBER, 1947 
Miles Energized  1280.31 
Revenue Per Mile   19.58 
Total Connected Mem¬ 

bers    3,812 
Density Per Mile  2.98 
Average Bill    $ 6.83 
Average KWH Used _ 180.55 
% Minimum Bills   566 
KWH Sold  662,254 


