
0 J FORMAN COM.'ANY 
502 NORTH A ST 

MONMOUTH JUU 

ILLINOIS /?M NEWS 
The Voice of 90,000 ^Members 

VOL, 6. NO. 8. JANUARY—1949 SIXTEEN PAGES 

^ 4,000 Co-op Leaders 
Will Convene In New 
York City, Jan. 31 

Some 4,000 rural electrification leaders from every part of 
the country, will assemble in New York Ci^y on January 3i 
for the seventh annual National Rural Electrification Associa¬ 
tion convention. 

The convention will be held in the Hotel Commodore where 
registration will open on January 30. Special significance is 
——  — attached to the coining NRECA an- 

-|-'w « -j-k nual meeting, since rural electric co- 

UlSCUSS A OWer °PS during the past year, reached 

Problems At 
State Meet 

A CLOSE UP of Kenneth Cheatam, Greenville, and his wife. The 19 year-old-youth is the Star Farmer of 
America, an honor bestowed upon him by the Future Farmers of America, Kenneth's story of success is one of 
hard work in the face of obstacles. Of course, rural cooperative electricity has been mighty important in this 
youth’s farming operations. The Cheatams receive theirservice from the Southwestern Electric Cooperative of 
Greenville. For pictures and story of the Star Farmer, see page 3. 

the halfway mark in bringing elec¬ 

tricity to the farms of America. 

Besides the many important busi¬ 
ness matters to be considered and 
acted upon, other features of this 

year’s convention will include ad¬ 

dresses by outstanding government of¬ 
ficials, and leaders in agriculture and The power shortage and what to 

do about it, was what brought some rural electrification. 

120 directors and managers of Illinois 

Rural electric cooperatives to Spring- 

field, December 16. 

At the request of the State Associa- 

Other Features 

Panel discussions, a banquet, re¬ 

gional group meetings, exhibitions of 
the latest in electrical equipment, com- 

Wi chord Calls for Research 
In Rural Electrification 

REA Administrator Claude R. Wickard called for more 
extensive research by the nation's land grant colleges and 
manufacturers to improve the efficiency of electric power on 
the farm in an address to the third National Farm Electrification 
Conference in Chicago. 

Wickard urged over 300 power suppliers, manufacturers, 
dealers and farmers in attendance at the conference from all 
over the nation, to cooperate in providing rural people with 
all possible information about the   
proper selection of equipment and an(j gjris win sufficient chal- 

the means of putting* equipment to lenge and a genuine interest in 

work to achieve maximum bene- farm yfg so th4t they will stay on 

fit8- the land where they can now, more 
“■The authoritative push of a but- than ever, build good lives for 

ton can put electricity to work, ’ themselves and also be of great 

he asserted, “but unless farmers service to their community and na- 

can put that power to work effect- tion,” Knox added, 

ively. economically and wisely, they j Modern agriculture, if it con- 

have not achieved maximum re- tinues its favorable position, “can 
suits from their highline service. keep the wheels of industry turn- 

The present power shortages make ing an(j the dinner pails of Ameri- 
proper training particularly im- ca'S laboring groups well filled,” 

portant. was the opinion of Mrs. C. W. 
3-Day Meet v Sewell, administrative director of 

The three-day conference fea- the Associated Women of the 

tured speakers in the fields of co- American Farm Bureau Federation, 
operative rural electrification, util-j “The farm market,” Mrs. Sewell 

ity representatives, manufacturers, declared, “is ready-made, waiting, 
editors and educators. The amaz- ancj willing. Today, the blessed 

length of high’ tension wire brings 

homes 
power, 

ing role played by electricity in the 

past decade in improving the living to thousands of farm 
standard of the American farmer throughout America light, 

was the repeated theme of the an(j energy that provide farm re- 

lowa, Wisconsin 
Invited to Join 
Train Trip East 

So that the necessary accomoda¬ 

tions may be available, reservations 

for the Special Train” trip to the 

NRECA convention in New York 

City should be made at once, accord¬ 

ing to State Manager A. E. Becker. 

The trip, which is being spon¬ 

sored by the Illinois Sta'te Association, 
will include stopovers at Niagara 

Falls and Washington, D. C. 

Folders anqi reservation blanks have 
been mailed to all 27 rural electric 

cooperatives and may be obtained at 
the co-op offices. Also, a reservation 

blank with prices of accomodations, 

(Continued on Page Six) 

tion board of directors, the co-op mittee meetings, state breakfasts, and 

representatives convened at the Abra- election of officers, will be other high- 
ham Lincoln hotel to discuss the lights of the four-day program. An 

findings of a preliminary survey deal- extra day has been added to the 
ing with the feasibility of a statewide convention in order to provide time 
power and generation cooperative. | to handle the expanded amount of 

Five top officials of the engineer- business, 
ing firm, Laramore and Douglass of1 Principal speakers will be John R. 

(Continued on Page Fifteen) 

Reservation Blank 
In This Issue 

The 10-day “Special Train 
Party” to the NRECA conven¬ 

tion in New York City with 

stopovers at Niagara Falls and 
Washington, D. C., leaves Chi¬ 

cago on January 28. 

For the convenience of those 

who have not already made res¬ 
ervations, a reservation blank 

is printed on an inside page of 

this issue. All co-op members 

and any friends they might rec¬ 

ommend, are invited by the 

State Association to be “on 
board.” 

Reservation blanks may also 

be secured at all co-op offices. 

Steelmen, executive assistant of Presi¬ 
dent Truman, and REA Administrator 

Claude R. Wickard. Steelmen will also 
bring the personal greetings of the 

Pxesident. NRECA President T. E. 
Craddock and Executive Secretary 

Clyde T. Ellis will deliver addresses. 

Other speakers will be announced at 

a later date. 
Registration will be opened Sunday, 

January 30, at the Hotel Commodore, 

convention headquarters. On the same 

, day, members of special committee 
| will hold their meetings. The first 

general session will get underway, 

Monday afternoon, January 31. 
Tours Available 

Bus tours of New York and tickets 
! for radio broadcasts will be made 

available to the wives of the dele¬ 

gates. 
Prior to the converttion, January 

29 and 30. a special two-day meeting 
(Continued on Page Three) 

Ask Farmers Raise Living Standards 
Increase Comforts Of 
Farm Life—Only Hedge 
Against Depression 

speeches. 

The delegates heard 
| lief of the most popular and effect- 

some ive sort and has brought freedom 
straight-from-the-shoulder advice and emancipation to the American 
from typicaLfarmers. L. M. Knox, farm homemaker.” 

Morrison, Illinois, told them: 

“Electricity had to wait to come 
Points To Need 

Pointing to the need for effect- 
to the nation s farms because of jve development of electricity, A. 

the low farm income of the past j Turner, head of the agricultur- 

and because power companies had j al engineering research for the 
not awakened to the fact that , u g. Dept, of Agriculture, declared 

power could be profitably installed 
on widely scattered farms,” Knox 

declared. 

Expresses Hope 
“I hope and believe that with 

that effective use of present knowl¬ 
edge of electricity can^olve many 

of our more pressing problems. 

“It is conservatively estimated 

that 10 per cent of all grain crops 
electricity and modern farming ; each year is destroyed or seriously 

methods, more of our most intelli- i damaged at the farm level by 

gent and well-educated farh boys { Continued on Page Sixteen 

Some sage made the remark 
that the only way in which 
farmers can have their cake is 
to eat it. History proves that 
this statement is true, reports 
the agriculture committee of 
the National Planning Associa¬ 
tion. 

The NPA was set up by 
Franklin Roosevelt back in the 

dark days of the depression in the 

hope that planning could prevent 

the recurrence of a similar catas¬ 

trophe. 
In a report issued last month, 

the NPA urged farmers to get busy 

eating their cake of prosperity by 

improving the standard of living 
on the farm. Fruits of the pros¬ 

perity farmers enjoyed after World 
War I were largely dissipated, the 

report says, in land speculation. 

The farmer took all of his savings 

and invested them in land at in¬ 

flationary prices. Mortgaged to 

the hilt, the land was lost when 
the bottom fell out of farm prices. 

Wants Best Hedge 

The only way to avoid a repeat 
of those days, says the agriculture 

committee, is to spend the money 
on increasing the conveniences and 

comforts of farm life. Money 

spent in this manner or on educa¬ 
tion for the children will have a 

real and permanent value which 

the fa^iqer can enjoy, the study 

points out. Even if another de¬ 

pression comes and farm real es¬ 

tate lo^es its value, the benefits of 

the prosperous years will never be 

lost. 

There! is much that the farmer 

can do to increase the comfort and 

enjoyment of life for his family, 

the planning group shows. As late 
as 1947, only 38 per cent of farm \ 

homes had refrigerators and al¬ 

most 60 per cent were slaving with¬ 
out washing machines. Only one 

family in eight had hot water heat- 

‘Worthless Pieces Of 
Paper’ Will Not Keep 
Farmers on the Farm 

ers and the number of indoor 

toilets was similarly low. 
Consumer costs of many- electri¬ 

cal appliances and other items 
needed to raise the standard of 
living on the farm have already 

leveled owf and few shortages exist, 

making immediate adoption of the 

suggested investments possible. 

Grim Picture 
The National Planning Associa¬ 

tion’s picture of the future on the 

farm is a grim one if conveniences 

and comforts are not brought to 

the farm family soon. Making a 

study of the North Central states, 

the committee learned that there 

are about 125 men to every 100 

women on the farms in that area. 

The ratio is even higher in the 

West, the report points out, going 

to reveal that young men are also 

(Continued on Page Seven) 
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Attend Your Meeting 
The season of rural electric co-op annual meetin9s is near 

at hand. Start making arrangements now to attend your co¬ 
operative meeting. 

There are a host of reasons, why, you, the member, should 
go to your meeting. It should not be necessary to remind any 
member of these reasons, but for those who may need remind¬ 
ing, here are a few: 

First and foremost, you re in the rural electricity business 
and if all your partners (fellow members) took no interest in 
it, you wouldn t be in business for long. 

If you, the owner, aren’t going to concern yourself with 
the operation of the business, who is? Your co-op annual 
meeting is the time and place especially designated for you 
to find out the facts about your business and to determine 
how it shall be run in the future. 

Attendance at your annual meeting is outward proof of 
your cooperation and interest in your rural electric system. 
And without such cooperation, needless to say, you would 
stfll be burning kerosene lamps and cooking with wood. Further¬ 
more, cooperation is the only thing that is going to keep elec¬ 
tricity on your farm at reasonable rates. 

Besides the business session, your meeting will provide a 
social holiday for you and your family. There will be excellent 
entertainment, good speakers, many gifts, and most likely, 
refreshments. You willingly pay 50 or 60 cents to see a boring 
movie, so you can hardly afford to pass up some real enter¬ 
tainment which you will get free at your annual meetings Make 
up your mind now to attend and don t let something less im¬ 
portant change your decision. 

Add to the List 
Better living, more leisure time, and keeping the kids 

on the farm, are a few of the benefits of rural cooperative 
electricity. While the list is practically endless, one benefit 
which is not usually realized, assumes tremendous significance 
in the light of the recent Federal Trade Commission report 
which pointed out that free competitive enterprise will be 
just a myth unless something is done to check the growth oi 
monopolies. 

Though members generally may not be aw^are of it, they, 
through their rural electric cooperatives, are giving the monopo¬ 
listic electric utility industry about the first effective compe¬ 
tition it has ever had. In so doing, they are making a highly 
important contribution in behalf of a free, democratic America. 
If their fellow Americans were doing as much, perhaps there 
would be nothing to fear about our country’s future. 

Of course, the private power companies tell a much dif¬ 
ferent story. According to their propaganda, they are the 
champions of free enterprise and the co-ops are a bunch Oi 
socialists or communists seeking , to destroy the American free 
system of business. Boloney doesn’t come in thicker slices. 

The consequences of monopoly will be collectivism warns 
the Federal Trade Commission. That’s the same thing com¬ 
munism and socialism hold out. • 

The rural electric cooperative members are carrying the 
ball’’ against monopolism and thus against “collectivism.” Thev 
are on the ‘“All-American’’ team, w'hile a lot of their country¬ 
men are spectators, and, wdiat is worse, are unwittingly 
cheering for the other side. 

IDashington Report 
William Roberts 

One of the most vital issues to come before the new Con- 
ress that will cpnvene in January is the impending struggle 
ver transmission lines in connection with Federal hydro 
lectric dams. ' ’ ! j 

It will actually be a continuation of a long struggle between 
he people and the private power industry for control over 
he output of hydro dams built by the Federal Government. 
/hile the struggle started much 
irlier, the issue was sharply 

awn in 1944 when the Federal 
lood Control Act was passed, 

his law, which is considered the 
isis for Federal policy today, pro- 

ded that low cost Federal hydro 

3\ver will be marketed for the 

ehefit of the people on a wide- 

sread basis, with Self-liquidating 
•ansmission fines built by the Gov- 

rnment to serve wholesale cus- 

jmers such as rural electric co- 

peratives on a priority basis. ■. 

Last year the law was tram¬ 

pled on—and some members of : 

Congress such as Rep. George 

A. Dondero (Mich.) openly 

stated their desire to have it 
repealed. 

The issue is one of primary im¬ 
portance to the rural electrification 

program because the value of elec¬ 

tric power on the farm can only be 
obtained with low rates, and the 

biggest portion of operating ex¬ 
penses , of a rural electric cooper¬ 
ative is in low cost power. With < 
low Wholesale power rates passed 
oft to farmer, rural eleetrifiea- 
tipn becomes a more important 

productive force in the American 
fConojny.V' -v:-': \? : ,'?' Y 

CENTER OF FIGHT 

The center of the fight over 
whether the Federal Government 

will build transmission lines or not 

to feed low cost hydro power into 
rural electric cooperatives, is in 

the Southwest—in Arkansas, Okla¬ 

homa, Missouri and Texas.. Rural 

electric leaders over the nation are 

planning to center their efforts on 

the Southwest because the South¬ 

western Power Administration is 
the weak fink in the whole Fed¬ 

eral transmission setup. It is weak 

not because the agency has been 

guilty of any failures, but because 

it has not been given a permanent 
status like Bonneville and TVA. 

Last year the Congress, dominated 

by enemies of public power, chop¬ 

ped away at this SPA weakness. 

SPA’s appropriations were peculi¬ 
arly made only to keep the agency 

going until February 1. Unless 

some action is taken by the new 

Congress, there will be no pay 

checks after that date and no SPA. 

IMPORTANCE 

The importance of Federal trans¬ 
mission agencies such as SPA was 
clearly demonstrated just re¬ 

cently in Arkansas. The principal 
supplier of power in the area is 

the Arkansas Power, and Light 
Company. AP&L has made appli¬ 
cation to increase wholesale rates 
of rural electric cooperatives in 

that state. 

The rate increase is based on the 

increased cost of fuel for steam 
generation of power. 

Now the peculiar thing is 
that AP&L has a virtual mon¬ 
opoly of output of Federal hy¬ 
dro power in the state because 
of the lack of SPA transmit- ' ~ 
sion lines. AP&L is getting 

the entire output of Norfork 

Dam, about 170-million KWH J 

annually and is strenuously; 

seeking a similar control over 

the output of Bull Shoals Dam 
power when it becomes avail - 

.. . able. .... , .r>;, 

Compared with that 17<3?million 

KWH of power on which rural 

electric cooperatives are supposed 

to have a priority, AP&L is selling 

rural electric cooperatives only 

about 165-million KWH a year. 

There is no fuel, cost in the low 

cost hydro power AP&L is gettinsr 

by default, because there are no 

transmission lines. 
VITAL PRINCIPLE 

In the same state of Arkansas 

another little event involving the 

same Arkansas Power and Light 

Company demonstrates a principle 

which is important to rural elec-, 

trie cooperatives everywhere. 

AP&L has an application pend¬ 
ing before the state’s Public Serv¬ 

ice Commission to build a trans¬ 

mission line through a rural elec¬ 

tric co-op area. Asked why AP&L 
could not get the power from the 
co-op lines, an AP&L official re¬ 

plied ‘‘We need to control the power 
from the source to the consumer.” 

That Is one of the funda¬ 
mental issues for which farm¬ 
er-owned rural systems have 

been fighting for a long time. 
The private utilities have con¬ 
sistently opposed co-ops acquir¬ 

ing generating sources. That is 
why electric co-ops have put 
up a desperate defense of their 
right to borrow money from 
REA to build their own gener¬ 
ating plants when it is more 
economical and necessary. It 
is another reason why they 
favor self-liquidating Federally 
constructed transmission lines 
to deliver low-cost hydro pow¬ 
er rather than trusting the pri¬ 
vate utilities to truck the pow¬ 
er to them. 
It is a basic principle that ap¬ 

plies in Iowa, Wisconsin, Illinois 
or any other state. 

Just as the farmer is in a weak 

position when marketing his prod-} 
nets, from the standpoint of receiv¬ 

ing the maximum return which is 

due to him, the farmer on an elec¬ 

tric: co-op line is in a weak posi¬ 
tion when his co-op must depend 

upon tfib magnanimity or fairness 

of the utility which supplies the 

system with wholesale power. With¬ 

out the alternative right to gener¬ 

ate its own power, an electric co- 

^operative ^ is at the mercy.; of the 

urban utility in obtaining fair 

wholesale rates. ' ’ ^ 
, OTHER LEGISLATION 

'Other legislation due to come up 

before the new Congress which is 

important to rural electric cooper¬ 

atives includes additional loan 
r,I on Pace Five> 

iiiiiiiiiiiiimitiiiiiimiiiiiiimmimim 

What Readers 
Have To Say 

iiiiiiniiitii luiittmmi 

To The Editor: 

Dear Sir: In the December Illinois 

PEA News bn the editorial page, you 

had a small piece about the truck 

menace. I cannot agree with you on 

this subject for the following reasons: 

As to the death rate caused by 

trucks which is nearly 28 5% of 

the total traffic fatalities, don t you 

think that of the total miles traveled 

that trucks travel 28.5% of them? 

About the heavy laden trucks, there 
ate many but don t you think that 
the same rules should be over the 

whole nation as to weight? As it now 

is, it is a very hard thing, in fact 
it is impossible to load a truck that 

must pass through all states and carry 

a load suited for all. The trouble is 

that in some states the truck would 

be too long or else it could be longer; 

it could haul more weight or it is 

overloaded. If loads were uniform the 

roads could be built accordingly. 

The highways are narrow, in fact 
toe narrow for any trucks, except for 
the pickups, to travel on. The buses 

are just as wude as a good many 
trucks so should they be eliminiated 
too? If so where would the people 
get their transportation? 

If they are traveling at such high 

speeds, the car operator has no busi¬ 

ness passing the truck. 

When they get out of control they 
certainly are more dangerous than 

cars. But how often does one of the 
big trucks get out of control? Com¬ 

pared with the number of them on 

the road and the number of cars, 

there is a far greater percentage of 

cars getting out of control. In last 
Fridays local newspaper there w'ere 

four cars getting out of control be¬ 

cause of the little snow that we had 
which did not exceed % ’• There 

wasn’t a single truck getting out of 

control. 

As to the blessing the people would 

receive if the trucks w?ere taken off 

some of our highways, they would 
probably believe it were a curse after 

a months time because they would 
have to go great distances to get 
their food, clothing and uEat not. 

I certainly am for strict enforcement 

of the laws but it should be for cars 
as,well as trucks. 

The trouble with the ears is that 
the driver drives too fast and does 
not observe stop signs and railroad 
crossings. That is -U'hy buses have so 
few kccidents; they observe the signs. 

A few? days ago in the newspaper I 
saw that a truck was crowded off 
the highway- and- turned over be¬ 
cause a car did not stop for a stop 
sign. Another thing- is that there are 

a few highways {already 'closed to 
trucks. This certainly isn’t fair be¬ 

cause the trucks were good enough 

to help pay for them but not good 
enough to travel them. If that is 

whajt is going ,to be. done let the 

automobile owners pay for the high¬ 

way apd we shall soon see that these 

owners wifi welcome the trucks on 

the highway.. . 

I am planning to drive a truck 

within a feyr years and I hope I never 

,see, the day when trucks are only 
allowed on a few highways. I hope 

that you will see what I believe is 

right and why I disagree with you. 

Yours truly, 

Kenneth H. Woelfle, 

~ —~ka. 111. 
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SOUTHWESTERN ELECTRIC CO-OP cursent plays an important role in the newly, modernized Cheatham 

kitchen, of which Mrs. June Cheatham is justifiably proud. 

THOUGH ELECTRICITY helps Star Farmer Kenneth Cheatham pro¬ 

duce grade A milk, it still requires lots of work such as keeping the barn spot¬ 

lessly clean. Sweeping is one of his daily chores. 

Rural Electric Co-op Youth 
W ins Highest F.F.A. Honor, 
Star Farmer of America 

The highest award of the Fu¬ 
ture Farmers of America—Star 
Farmer of America—has been 
given to Kenneth L. Cheat¬ 
ham of near Greenville. The 
19-year-old youth, whose farm 
home is served by the South¬ 
western Electric Cooperative 
of Greenville, received the 
award at the annual meeting of 
the Future Farmers of Ameri¬ 
ca held in Kansas City in No¬ 
vember. 

In addition to a $1,000 cash 
prize given him by the Kansas 
City Star, young Cheatham re¬ 
ceived a gold medal and na¬ 
tional publicity carried in the 
big city newspapers, on the 
national radio hook-ups and by 
the press associations. 

Cheatham triumphed over 
213 rivals in the most re¬ 
cent of his many honors. 
However, as the details of 
his life story are, listed, it 
becomes apparent that the 
young Illinois farmer has 
triumphed by hard work 
over great odds to achieve : 
his personal fame. It is a 
modern-day story of a farm | 
boy using his talents to ar- 

. rive at truly worth-while 
goals. 

Kenneth who is in partner¬ 
ship with his grandfather, f. 
L. Cheatham, was forced to 
leave his studies at the Uni-! 
versity of Illinois when his | 
grandfather’s physical condi¬ 
tion did not permit him to do 
full farm work. ^ 

Hard work is not a stranger : 
to the Greenville F.F.A. mem- j 

ber. While carrying a full load | 
of high school studies, he: 
carried to successful comple- I 
tion a number of agricultural ! 
projects. These included the 
building up of a fine herd ot 
Ohio Improved Chester hogs, 
which not only won him fair 

prizes but helped finance his 
university expenses. 

During high school days, 
he was milking a herd of 14 
Holstein cows twice daily, 
using an electric milking ma¬ 
chine and keeping careful 
record of the dairy opera¬ 
tions. He rose each morning 
before 5 o'clock to do this 
chore before school. Each 
evening found him hurrying 
home to do the same job 
over again. 
When it appeared that mili¬ 

tary service might be immi¬ 
nent, the boy crowded up his 
high school program of study 
into three years instead of the 
usual four for graduation. 

Such a rigorous program 
made it impossible for him to 

participate in school sports. 
However, he did find time to 
play on a F.F.A. basketball 
team. 

Even during his short stay 
at the University, he made his 
way by washing dishes at his 
fraternity house and working 
in a filling station. 

Today, Kenneth owns 36 
acres of farm land, and is 
buying another 84 acres. He 
is farming both his own land 
and that of his grandfather, 
a total of 224 acres. Much 
of the farm equipment is 
owned jointly by the men. 

His land ownership dates 
from high school days. Using 
money made from F.F.A. pro¬ 
jects and regular farm activities 
(a total of over $9,000 since 
1943), he invested in $75 an 
acre land which by his use of 
improved farm methods is now 
worth $135 an acre. 

In July, 1948 Kenneth 
married his high school sweet¬ 
heart, Lois June Hunter. Typi¬ 
cal enough one of their wed¬ 
ding presents was 62 pullets 
from the bride s mother—a re¬ 
minder of the bride s own 4-H 
Club project. 

The young couple make their 
home in an old-fashioned farm 
house on the land which the 
champion farmer is buying. 

As might be expected, the 
house is receiving the touch 
of the industrious hands of 
the Star Farmer of 1948. He 
had a bathroom built, in¬ 
stalled a modern sink and 
cabinets in the kitchen and 
put in a blower type furnace. 
The modern ideas of Ken¬ 

neth are expressed in his state¬ 

ment that it is planned to 
have a modern home to start 
with. If we put it off, we proba¬ 
bly would find ourselves put¬ 
ting it off year after year and 
never get the kind of house we 
v/anted. ’ 

The winning of the top na¬ 
tional farm youth honor is but 
one of a succession of awards 
that have come his way. 

Kenneth is a former state 
president of the Illinois F.F.A. 
He is a holder of Greenhand, 
Chapter, and State Farmer de¬ 
grees. 

During his school days he 
won a scholarship, an essay 
contest, the outstanding high 
school senior award, the 
D. A. R. Good Citizenship 
Medal. He is now president 
of the State Farmers of 
America Club. 
Cheatham has not only 

brought honor and fame to 
himself but to Illinois as well 
He is the first Illinoisan to win 
the top farm award in the 20- 
year history of the event. 

4,000 Co-op Leaders Will 
Convene in New York 
City, January 31 

(From Page One) 
of the National Rural Electric Press 

Association will be held in Washing¬ 

ton, D. C. to consider a full schedule 

of business and to meet with REA 

and NRECA officials. Tentative plans 

call for an interview with President 

Truman and Secretary of Agriculture 

Brannan and REA Administrator 

New Association to 
Deal With Growing 
Power Problems 

In an effort to help solve the grow¬ 
ing national power shortage which 

threatens to seriously curtail full de¬ 

velopment of rural electrification, re¬ 

presentatives of power generation co¬ 
operatives serving six North Central 

states voted to organize a mutual 
service organization while attending 

■ a two-day meeting in the Hotel 

Lowry. St. Paul, recently. 
Officials from seven power co-ops 

serving Minnesota. Wisconsin, North 

Dakota. South Dakota, Iowa and Ill¬ 

inois voted to establish an incorpor¬ 
ated association with headquarters in 

St. Paul, to be known as the North 

Central Power Development Associa¬ 
tion. 

The association will serve as "a 
service organization for the mutual 

benefit, protection and development of 

member co-ops and shall have the 

power to own, operate and maintain 
technical facilities for the use and 
assistance of members, according to 

the proposed articles of incorporation. 

The association members elected 
E. J. Stoneman, president of Dairy- 

land Power Cooperative. La Crosse, 

Wisconsin, president. 

According to Stoneman, the organ¬ 
ization will seek a solution to the 

heightening power shortage, promote 

more adequate development of na¬ 
tural resources in the area, and seek 

a better balance in the field of rural 

electrification between generation, 

transmission and distribution facilities 
to insure enough electric power to 

meet the needs of farms in the six 

states. 

REA Loans Announced 
For Two Cooperatives 

Loans for two Illinois electric co¬ 
operatives were announced recently 
by the Rural Electrification Admin¬ 

istration. 

Shelby Electric Cooperative of 

Shelbyville, received a loan of $795,- 
000 for 169 miles of line to serve 
432 consumers, 22 miles of tie lines, 
28 miles to transmission lines, system 

improvements, and for completion of 

previously approved construction. 

Tri-County Electric Cooperative of 

Mt. Vernon received a loan of $877,- 

000 for 352 miles of line to serve 
1.225 consumers, for system improve¬ 

ments including 181 ? miles of line, 

for l2l/2 miles of transmission line 

and for the two-way radio communi¬ 

cation system. 

PAR L OF THE Holstein herd which Cheatham milks with modern, dairy barn in the background. 

There is no known area in Illinois 

where evidence of cobalt deficiency 
in livestock has been demonstrated. 

Properly installed lightning rods 
will save 35 percent of the annual 

less of farm buildinas bv fires. 
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NEWS FROM 
M.J.M. Co-op 

Carlin ville, ill. 

A. C. BARNES, Mgr. 

TELEPHONE NUMBERS FOR 

OUTAGE CALLS 

Office—8:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. 

except Sat. & Sunday holi- j 

days  Carlinville 136 | 

Homer Virden—Carlinville 326-L i 

John Scroggins.-Carlinville 577-Y 

Aerio Balestri    ( 

   Hillsboro County 2005 

Claude McAfee   Brighton 40 

Charles W. Witt   j 

     Jersey ville 663W1 | 

Wayne Bandy, 830 School st., 

   Hillsboro 830 KX j 
Delmar Miller, 432 E. Arch st., 

  Jerseyville 688 W2 i 

If lineman does not answer and ' 

for any other business aside from 
trouble calls—Call A. C. Barnes, | 
Carlinville 565-L. 

KEEP THIS LIST NEAR YOUR 
TELEPHONE. Check with your 
neighbors to see if their lights are 
out before calling. Then report the 
line cutage. 

, COOPERATION INSURES 

j BETTER SERVICE 

It was very gratifying to see the 

large attendance at our recent an¬ 

nual meeting. We estimated that 

over 500 persons were present. We 

are very grateful for the fine 

comments that we have had in re¬ 

gard to this meeting. Guests from 

out of town were 

P ^ Ed Ohren, 

A. C Barnes tion o f Illinois 
Electric Cooper¬ 

atives, V. C. Kallal of Greenville, 

manager of Southwestern Electric 

Cooperative, Ralph White, mana¬ 

ger, Rural Electrical Convenience 

Cooperative, D i v e r n o n; Fred 

Ha rms, president of Rural Electri- | 

cal Convenience Cooperative,* Di- 

vernon; Joseph Dawson, board 

member of Rural Electrical Con¬ 

venience Cooperative, and Harvey 

Schwartz, an employee of the same 

cooperative; C. M. Douglas, mana¬ 

ger, Monroe Electric Cooperative, | 

Waterloo; Dean Searls, manager, 

Adams Electric Cooperative, Camp 

Point; William Murray, Spring- 

field, who is editor of the Illinois 

REA News and Robert Schveick- 

hsrdt, of Alton, who was a for¬ 

mer president of the M. J. M. Elec¬ 

tric Cooperative. 

The following nine trustees were 

elected for the coming year: Carl 

Bloome, Carlinville; Oscar Bunte, 
Bunker Hill; Henry F. Egelhoff, 

Jerseyville; Earl L. Hanold, Brigh¬ 
ton; John S. Kallal, Chesterfield; 

Adolph Monke. Mt. Olive; W. H. 

Monke, Litchfield; L. Wm. O’Mal¬ 

ley, Irving; M. B. Young, Hills¬ 

boro. 

These trustees met following 
their election for organization 
purposes. W. H. Monke was 
re-elected president; Carl 

Bloome w7as named vice presi¬ 
dent; Adolph Monke was re¬ 
elected treasurer, and Earl 

Hanold, secretary. Mr. Bloome 

Pensacola 
Creosoting Co. 

Incorporated 

★ i . 

Producers of Creosote I 
Dense Southern Pine 

Poles 
★ 

PENSACOLA, FLORIDA 

succeeds Mr. Kallal as vice 

president. 

Recipients of gifts were the fol¬ 

lowing members: 

Doorchime, T. W. Phillips, Hills¬ 

boro. Copper news rack, Henry J. 

Menke, Staunton. Electric clock, 

P. L. Crull, Grafton. Coffee maker, 

P. L. Crull, Grafton. Heater, Mrs. 

Otto Harms, Carlinville. Electric 

clock, W. H. Young, Donnellson. 

Automatic iron, Mrs. Delbert Loy, 

Jerseyville. Casserole, Iva Har- 

baugh, Hettick. Desk pen set, R. 

Christy Beatty, Carlinville. Food 

mixer and juicer, Mrs. Otto Harms, 

Carlinville. Heating pad, W. J. Red- 

fern, Palmyra. 

The following gifts were 
distributed equally in the three 

counties of Macoupin, Jersey and 

Montgomery. 

Glow heater—Mrs. "Wilbur Loy, 

Jerseyville; Glenn M. Redfern. Pal¬ 

myra; Wm. Lowenstein, Walsh- 

ville. 

Waffle iron — O. W. Norvell, 

Litchfield; H. L. Krueger, Brigh¬ 

ton; J. H. Herschelman, Carlin¬ 

ville. 
. 

Fan—Ed. Reinke, Bunker Hill; I 

James G. Wilton, Medora; J. Ed. 

Priddle, Litchfield. 

Heating pad — T. W. Phillips, ' 

Hillsboro; Mrs. Carl V. Otwell, 

Carlinville; Oliver Klotz, Brighton." 

W7all clock — Carrie Wittnam, 

Witt; Mrs. Kenneth Stayton, Car¬ 

linville; O. Ray Nevins, Jerseyville. 

Alarm clock—Mrs. E. F. Lott, 

Carlinville; Pearl Vaughn, Litch- | 

field; John Schweickhardt, Dow. 

Yard light—G. B. Whitby, Carlin¬ 

ville; Violet Crull, Grafton; Paul M. 

Edwards, Hillsboro. 

Automatic iron—Elmer Edding¬ 

ton, Witt; Chas. Strablow, Fidelity; 

Mrs. Earl Leach, Carlinville. 

Soldering iron — C. F. Prange, 

Walshville; Mrs. Otto Harms, Car¬ 

linville; Mrs. Frank Loy, Jersey¬ 

ville. 

Kitchen clock—Mrs. Delbert Loy, 

Jerseyville; Woodrow Lewey, Hills¬ 
boro; Freeman Selhime, Litchfield. 

WATERS RE-ELECTED 

National Farm Loan Association 
of Illinois, Missouri and Arkansas 

has re-elected Enos Waters of | 

Carlinville to a three-year term on I 
the board of directors of the Farm 

Credit Administration of St. Louis, 

beginning on Jan. 1, according to 

announcement made by D. M. 
Hardy,' general agent. Mr. Waters, 

a member of this cooperative, 

owns and supervises the operation 

of a livestock farm near Carlinville. 

He also is secretary-treasurer of 

the National Farm Loan Associa¬ 

tion of Carlinville local unit of the 

Farm Credit Administration of St. 

Louis. 

NEW APPLIANCES 

New Stoker for Furnace, Charles 
Sanders, Medora. 

Electric Range, George Ray. | 

Raymond. 

Water Heaters—Raymond Schu- 

ette, Staunton; Ray A. Brown, 

Irving; Joseph Arico, Staunton; 

Marion Wright, Fillmore; L. M. 

Lange, Raymond; Wm. Strohbeck, 

Brighton; Anna Cabalek. Fieldon; 

Charles Wiese, Carlinville; B. R. 

Price, Hillsboro; Kenneth E. Ed¬ 

wards, Hillsboro; Clarence Alder- 

son, Carlinville; J. S. Sinclair, Ray¬ 

mond; G. O. Wheeler, Hettick; 

Ralph Peterson, Carlinville. 

The farm home belonging to 

Henry Daley, five miles northwest 

of Carlinville, recently burned to 

the ground. When the local fire 

department arrived at the scene of 

the fire the entire one-story house 

was ablaze and none of the fur¬ 

nishing could be saved. 

Mrs. Morrell Eichen, Raymond, 

recently wrote concerning receipt 

NEWS FROM 

Farmers Mutual 
Geneseo. 111. 

| WALTER PARSON, 

We wish to take this opportunity 

to extend to our members, a cord- at / ial invitation to 

attend the co- 

o perative’s 

Twelfth Annual 

Meeting, which 

will be held at 

the Geneseo City 

Hall at 1:30 

o’clock, T h u r s- 

, day, January 27, j 

W. O. Parsons 1949, to take ac¬ 

tion upon the! 
following matters: 

1. The reports of Officers, Direc- j 

tors and Committees. 
I 

2. The election of three Directors 1 

for the ensuing three years. 

3. All other business which may ; 

come before the meeting of the ! 

members. 

The present directors of your co¬ 

operative consist of the following 

members: 

Jacob Gottsche, President; Ira L. 

Sieben, Vice President; M. Theo. 

Anderson, Secretary-Treasurer: 

Charles Klavohn, Matthew Smith. 

Charles Yager, William Meier, Wil¬ 

liam Fairlie, Maurice Lewis. 

The committee on nominations 

which was appointed by the Beard 
of Directors of the Cooperative 

pursuant to the By-laws at their 

regular meeting on November 18th. 

1948, included the following mem¬ 

bers: 

William Bismark, Chairrjnan; Os¬ 

car Hulting. Floyd Nelson, Edward 

Klavohn, Alvin Lehman. 

The nominating committee met 

December 4th, 1948, and nominated: 

Jacob D. Gottsche, Matthew H. 

Smith, William J. Fairlie; in ap¬ 

preciation of the competent serv¬ 

ices rendered, to succeed them¬ 

selves as candidates for directors 

for the ensuing three years. Addi¬ 

tional nominations for directors 

may be made from the floor at the 

annual meeting. 

In the December issue of this 

publication we told you what we ! 

had done and were doing this year 

to increase the capacity of your j 
Cooperative’s facilities to adequate¬ 
ly meet the subsequent demands of 

our members. 

We also told you that we had 

initiated a very thorough program 
of line clearance and strengthen¬ 

ing of the lines generally to bet¬ 

ter withstand adverse weather 

conditions to the extent that the 

service which you will receive in 

the years ahead should be ade¬ 

quate, dependable and have uni¬ 

form voltage, thereby removing any j 
skepticism on the part of our | 

members in installing electric | 

ranges, stokers, oil burners, auto- 1 

matic water systems, deep freeze'7-, 

electric brooders and the many 
other electrical appliances and 

equipment which make up a mod¬ 
ern household as well as outside 

electric facilities. 
To support our contention 

that your service in the future 
should be much more depend¬ 
able, during the windstorm of 

December 5, when the unusual¬ 
ly high wind caused a good 
deal of trouble to the electric 

and telephone lines in and 

within the vicinity of Geneseo, 
not a single interruption in the 

service on the Co-op’s lines was 
reported. We had one com¬ 

plaint when a tree fell across 

the service wires running from 

the service pole to the house. 
However, this did not cause an 

interruption in the high volt¬ 

age lines’ service to that re¬ 

spective area. 

of the ILLINOIS REA NEWS and 

stated that she thought it a most 
interesting publication and has al¬ 

ways enjoyed reading the NEWS. 

We are not going to tell you 

that there will not be any inter¬ 

ruptions in service in the future. 
There probably will be, but when 

they do occur it should be quite 

rare and of such duration that the 

service you wall receive should be 

as dependable as the service we 

receive here in town and the volt¬ 

age should be even more uniform 

and we people here in town de¬ 

pend exclusive!j- upon the depend¬ 

ability of electricity. 

We believe the time is past when 

the management of rural electric 
/ 
systems can justifiably tell their 

members or customers, when the 

service is interrupted because of 
adverse weather conditions, that 

they have no control over the 

weather. Of course we all know 

that man is subservient to weath¬ 

er conditions and there will al¬ 

ways be interruptions to electric 

service because of storms, etc., but 

we know that rural lines can be 

sufficiently strengthened, within 

the scope of economic feasibility, to 

better withstand extremely unfav¬ 

orable w'eather conditions to the 

extent that Co-op members gener¬ 
ally will become more dependent 

upon electricity. 

NEWS FROM 
Eastern Illinois 

Power Co-op 
Paxton, 111. 

T. M. Brady, Manager 

TELEPHONE NUMBERS FOR 
OUTAGE UALLS 

Office—8 p.m. to 5 p.m. except Sat¬ 
urday, Sunday & holidays .Paxton 185 

Toni Barbieur, Paxton, 595 
Kenneth Slater, Paxton, 576 
T. M. Brady, Paxton, 633 
W. S. Nelson, Paxton, 409L 
Jesse Piets, Gilman, 159 
W. H. Kamm, Hoopeston, 586 
Don Allison, Hoopeston, 7144 
Walter Gott, Cropsey, 56 
In case of an outage, check to see 

if your neighbors have service. If not, 
call collect one of the above numbers. 
If jour call is not accepted, you will 
know that the report of the outage 
has already been received and that it 
is being taken care of. 

The Annual Members Meeting of 
your cooperative will be held at the 

Paxton Community High School on 

Tuesday, February 15, 1949, start¬ 
ing at 10 a. m. We will have a 

short business meeting and we have 

some very fine music and enter¬ 

tainment, as well as a speaker 
which will be enjoyed by all of the 

farm people. In addition to that, 
there will be a large number of 

electrical appliances to be given 
atvay. It is going to be one of the ; 

finest meetings of your coopera¬ 
tive. We want you to please make i 

arrangements to attend this Annu¬ 

al Meeting of your Cooperative. 

CONSTRUCTION 
The Cotinental Company, which 

is the contractor that is installing | 

the allotments, R. S & T of our 

cooperative is working as fast as ! 
he possibly can to complete all of j 

these lines as soon as possible. 

We have found a number of 

cases where the applicants on the 

proposed lines have not cleared the 
trees so the contractor could string 
the wire. It was necessary to pas" 

these lines up until a later date due | 
to the fact that the members did j 
not complete their obligation of 

having their right-of-way cleared. ! 

This will mean a delay in its peo- ; 

pie receiving electric service. The 
delay in having your wiring com¬ 
pleted will also be detrimental to 

the member due to the fact tha' 

when your lines are completed and 

turned on, the minimum charge for 

each member will start on that 

date whether the wiring is com¬ 

plete or not. It is necessary for 

the cooperative to do this since it 

has spent its money and completed 

its obligation. 

We hope that when all of our 
lines are ready that our mem¬ 

bers have thei” wiring com¬ 

pleted and can receive the ben¬ 
efits of the much needed elec¬ 
tric service. 

We wish again to caution all of 

the people along the lines that 

have not been turned on to be 

sure that all of your right-of-way 

has been secured and all of the 

trees, brush, and hedge have been 

removed and that you complete 
your wiring as soon as your meter 

poleJias been set. 

WTien your wiring is completed 
it is necessary that you advise this 

office that you are ready for in¬ 

spection. The contractor has added 

two more wiring stringing crews 

to speed up the stringing of the 
wire along the R allotment lines 

and will complete the S & T al¬ 

lotment lines as soon as possible. 

The minimum charges that 

are to apply on each individual 
line will be based on a guar¬ 
anteed minimum charge of 
$10.50 per mile and this is bas¬ 
ed on the unmber of consumers 
per mile on each particular 
line. 

For example, if it requires an 

average on a one mile extension 

of two members, the, minimum 

charge will be $5.25 per month 

each for a period of five years. If 

there are three farms per mile, the 

minimum charge shall be not less 
then $3.50 per month. On lines 

where the increased minimum is in 

effect, there will be allowed a cor¬ 

responding number of KWH per 
month for the $5.25 per month 

minimum. This higher minimum 
is for a period of five years and 

after that period will revert to 
$3.50 per month. 

If there are any questions that 
any of you have in regard to the 

minimum charge in advance of the 

construction, will you please write 
our office at Paxton immediately 

as we do not wish to have any 

misunderstanding in regard to the 

minimum charges. 

The wiring inspection will 
be necessary before the current 
can be turned on at your farm 

home. This inspection is for 

the benefit of the member to 
be sure that he receives the 
proper wiring job as well as 
a safe wiring job and all in 

accordance with the National 
Board of Fire Underwirters 

rules and regulations in ac¬ 
cordance with the National 
Electric Code. 
If the wiring does not pass the 

rigid inspection, it will be neces¬ 
sary that the electrician correct 

his wiring to comply with the Na¬ 

tional Electric Code. In this way 
it assures you of having a proper 

wiring job. Since you are prying 
good money for the wiring, you 

should receive a good wiring job. 

VOLTAGE 
We are pleased to advise all of 

our members that on December 12 

the Central Illinois Public Service 

Company, which supplies us with 

electric service, has connected a 
new supply feeder to the Paxton 
area which effects all of the lines 
of your cooperative and will srive 
us much better service th^n what! 
we have been receiving. We vb h 

to thank our members for the; 
patience they have had duri~g the! 
low voltage condition which was! 

no’ fault of the cooperative because 
this low voltage Condition was 

prevalent all over the middle west. 

With the new connection in this 

area we will have a much better 

voltage conditio^ than we have had 

heretofore. We trust we will not! 

have any more low voltage such as! 

we hav experienced the past six| 
months. 

t 

Bindwe^j. or morning glory, came;' 

• to this country about 1850 in cereal; 

I grains Lorn F’Tope and Asia. ■ 

LARAKORE and DOUGLASS. Inc. 
ENGINEERS 

Power Plants, Distribution and Transmission Lines 

SYSTEM STUDY SURVEYS 
79 East Adams Street, Chicago 3, Illinois 

REA FIELD OFFICE—154 North Maikei Street. Paxton. Illinois 
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Trees Present One Of 
Co-op’s Most Serious 
And Costly Problems 

By K. V. Ampere 
Though normally things ol 

beauty, trees along rural co¬ 
operative electric lines are po¬ 
tential hazards presenting dan¬ 
ger to life, property and ser¬ 
vice. 

The ice and sleet storms ot 
a year ago this month were 
glaring examples of the exten¬ 
sive and expensive damage 
which trees can cause. 

Of ail the problems of 
maintaining electric service, 
co-op managers agree that 
none is so vexing as that of 
trimming. Too many co-op 
members obviously believe 
that they can have their cake 
and eat it too, for that's 
what it amounts to when 
they won't allow one of their 
trees to be cut when it should 
be. 
"No manager, or few other 

persons have so little apprecia¬ 
tion of the works of nature, 
that they enjoy having to do 
away with a beautiful tree. But 
trees and electric lines don’t 
mix. 

Perhaps the member has a 
sentimental attachment to a 
tree along his line, or feels that 
it is back from the lines and 
won t cause trouble. Comes a 
sleet storrh like last winter’s 
however, and his lights go out, 
his motors stop running, and 
all his appliances stop working. 
And perhaps for miles along 
the line, his neighbors are also 
stranded without electricity all 
because of a broken line caused 
by a broken limb from his fa¬ 
vorite tree. 

Trees near the line can be 
responsible for damage and 
danger in several ways. The 
limbs which hang over or 
are near the line may break 
off and pull the line down, or 
they may bend under the 

weight of ice and sleet so 
that they come down on the 
line. In the latter case, the 
limbs may either cause an arc 
and burn the line down, or 
push the top wire down to 
the second wire resulting in 
a short circuit and out goes 
the fuses. 
A fallen line, of course, is a 

potential killer to anyone who 
might come in contact with it 
or to anyone who might try to 
pull it to the side of the road 
by using a stick. Besides, there 
is the loss of service and the 
expense of repairing the lines, 
all of which are born by the 
cooperative member for it s his 
electric business and he pays 
the bills. 

A tree limb that has grown 
out to where it touches the top 
wire may account for a consid¬ 
erable loss in current and 
eventually cause the tree to 
burn or the line. Trees have a 
lot of moisture and conduct 
electricity which, of course, is 
the consumer s loss since he 
pays for the current which the 
tree on his property wastes. 

In the same catagory with 
trees, is hedge brush. Hedge 
often grows up to the line in 
as little as three years. That 
is why co-op managers contin¬ 
ually remind their members to 
keep the lines free of brush. 
The best way is to cut the 
brush at the roots before it has 
a chance to get high. This is 
something members usually can 
do themselves. Though they 
may not realize it, keeping the 
brush cut means cheaper and 
better service for them. 

As for trees, or brush 
which is high, that's a dif¬ 
ferent matter. Many of the 
cooperatives now employ 
full-time trimming crews or 
contract for the work. Cut¬ 

TREES MAY BE things of beauty but along rural electric lines, they 

mean potential DANGER. Here’s how a limb may force “hot” top line 

into the neutral wire. The results: the line may burn causing outages, hot 

wires on the ground may cause severe injury or death, and the cooperative 

and its members are the losers every time. Have your coperative cut down 

the trees near the line and do yourself and and your fellow co-op members 

a real favor. 

BRUSH LOOKS innocent, but like a tree, it also spells danger. 
Cut it out while it’s low like this and keep it cut or else in a few years 
it wilt play havoc with your electric service. 

ting trees along the line is 
dangerous and should be 
handled only by skilled 
crews. Co-op members are 
cautioned against cutting 
down trees for it’s an easy 
way to end up in the hos¬ 
pital, or worse, in the un¬ 
dertaker's parlor. 
But the cooperation of mem¬ 

bers is necessary and the good 
cooperator will allow his co-op 
to cut down all the trees neces¬ 
sary to safeguard the lines and 
human life. This eliminates 
yearly trimming which is cost¬ 
ly to the cooperative. With the 
hundreds of miles of line to 
maintain, it doesn t require 
much imagination to realize 
how costly trimming can be. 

Washington 
Report- 

From Page Two 

authorizations (nearly two million 

American farms are still waiting 
for electricity) and additional funds 

for the operation of the Rural 
E 1 e c t r i fi cation Administration. 

REA’s administrative funds were 
reduced 10 per cent in each of the 

last two years. The agency must 
have more personnel if loans are 

to be effectively and quickly 

handled. 

DAMAGE SUIT 

A surplus wartime generating 

plant in Oklahoma is the center 

of a bitter controversy and a $6- 
million damage suit filed against 

the Public Service Company of Ok¬ 
lahoma, a private utility, by the 
Grand River Dam Authority, 

which is Oklahoma state agency. 

The suit charges the Public 
Service Company with “mon¬ 
opolistic” conspiracy to prevent 

sale of the plant by the War 

Assets Administration to the 
Grand River Dam Authority. 
GRDA operatives of the Pensacola 

hydro electric can and want the 

steam plant to make more firm 

power available. Not only are rur¬ 

al electric cooperatives to benefit 

by GRDA’s sale of low cost hydro 

power, but the dam has also been 

mentioned as a possible source for 

additional power to operate an 

idle aluminum plant at Jones Mill, 

Arkansas. This aluminum plant is 

also important to rural electrics 

because a critical shortage of 

aluminum conductor is holding up 

building of new lines in rural areas. 

In the libel suit filed against the 

utility, the Oklahomans charged 

that underwriters named to fin¬ 

ance the purchase of the plant, and 

engineers employed to certify as 

to the ability of GRDA to economi¬ 
cally operate the plant, were 

threatened with a boycott by the 
electric utility’s Washington lobby¬ 
ist. 

Now the United States Navy has 
suddenly dashed into the picture 

in a move which may serve the 

private utilities exceedingly well. 
The Navy claims it needs the 

plant to operate an airplane en¬ 

gine factory in Kansas City, Mis¬ 
souri. 

It is admitted that the power 
cannot be transmitted 300 miles 

from Oklahoma into Kansas City, 

but the Navy claims it will use an 
exchange of power — giving the 

ordnance plant output to Public 

Service Company for delivery 

through connecting companies in 

Missouri. 

The Oklahoma steam generating 
plant, like Federal transmission 

policies, may become a storm cen¬ 

ter in the new Congress. Rep. 

Dondero at one point threatened 

to investigate the GRDA, and al¬ 
though he is surrendering chair¬ 

manship of the committee which 

would have conducted the investi¬ 

gation, it is likely that he may be 

able to gather forces who will 
carry on the investigation for him 

as he planned. 

ALUMINUM SHORTAGE 

For some time thousands of 

farmers have been delayed in hav¬ 
ing their dwellings and barns con¬ 

nected up to high lines because 

there is critical shortage of alumi¬ 
num wire and cable. 

Now it appears that, as consum¬ 

ers, farm1 people will be in the 

same boat with the rest of the 

country on aluminum. Within a 

few months it is expected that con¬ 
sumer items made of or contain¬ 

ing aluminum will become scarce. 

The shortage cf aluminrm wire 

and cable does not arouse much in¬ 

terest among city folk as long as 

it is the farmer that sits in the 
dark. The situation may change 

for the better when Mrs. City 

Housewife finds she cannot replace 

that aluminum pan. 

Swine are very susceptible to the 
chicken form of tuberculosis. 

IT’S YOUR life, but if you want to live to a ripe old age, don’t 
under any circumstances cut a tree that is touching the line or is anywhere 
near the line. That's a job for a specially trained crew. Call your co-op 
office and give • them permission to eliminate all trees along or near the 
line. ,: 

The current (represented by the dotted lines) goes to the ground 
through the tree from the electric line until it’s cut. Then it follows a path 
through your body if your touching it. Don’t cut trees along the line! 

* (SI 
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Rural Electricity Follows 
Great American Tradition 
Judge Tells Co-op Members 

gone up considerably, expenses also 

have risen. The chief factor in the 

increased costs of operation was 
that of wholesale power. More 

members and higher individual con¬ 

sumption have been responsible. 

With the completion of the “N” 

allotment, which is expected this 
month, 500 new members will have 

been added, the manager said. This 
will bring the total to about 3,500 

members and 95 per cent of the 

area will have been covered. 

Future Plans 
During 1949, a considerable 

amount of the line work, will be 

devoted to heavying up the system 

which is necessary to meet the in¬ 

creased consumption demands. 
All of the trustees were re¬ 

elected. Officers for the ensuing 

year will be W. H. Monke, Litch¬ 

field, president; Carl Bloome, Car- 
linville, vice president; Earl Han- 

o 1 d, Brighton, secretary, and 

Adolph Monk, Mt. Olive, treasurer. 

Other trustees re-elected were, Os¬ 

car Bunte, Bunker Hill; 

A capacity crowd turned out for the annual meeting of 
M. J. M. Electric Cooperative at Carlinville high school 
auditorium, November 20. 

Business was mixed with pleasure making for one of 
the co-op s most successful meetings. 

Principal speaker was L. E. Wilhite, circuit court judge, 
formerly M. J. M. attorney. In an address, generously sprinkled 
with humor, Judge Wilhite stress- i  
ed the significant contribution growrth during the past 12 months, 

rural electric cooperatives were He said that while revenue has 

making to the nation. 

Met Demands 

In every era of American his¬ 

tory, there were difficult obstacles 

to overcome and “each generation 

has met the demands made upon 
it,” the judge asserted. 

The obstacles of winning inde¬ 

pendence from the British, of push¬ 
ing forward the frontier and clear¬ 

ing the land, he cited as exam¬ 

ples. 

In referring to Illinois particu¬ 
larly, the judge recounted the early 
history of the state and the strug¬ 

gles of the first settlers. “They 

conquered the land .despite the 

barriers nature had placed in their 
way.” He told of the hardship* 

of farming the prairie, when it was 

mostly swampland and abounded 
in rattlesnakes. 

In the great American tradition 
of surmounting obstacles, the 

farmers of the present day showed 

that it could be done again, evi¬ 

dence of which is rural electricity. 
Bringing electricity to the farm 

was thought impossible by many 

people, he said, but they were 

proved wrong. It was achieved in 

the same manner as other previ¬ 

ous great achievements had been 
made, that js, through coopera¬ 
tion. 

Great Benefits' 

Besides providing farm people 

with better living and increased ef¬ 
ficiency, electricity has helped to 

keep the young people on the farms 

where they belong. This Judge Wil¬ 

hite Emphasized, is perhaps one of 
the greatest blessings of electricity 

for the future of the country de¬ 

pends upon keeping the youth on 

the farms. 

“Because of rural electric coop¬ 
eratives, which are owned by 

those they serve, the farm has be¬ 

come an even better place to raise 

a good family, the finest thing in 
life a man can do,” he declared. 

In the president’s report, W. H. 

Monke reviewed the history and 

progress of M. J. M. Electric Co¬ 

operative. He pointed out that 

some 3,000 farm families now en¬ 
joy the privilege of electricity. But 

there are many still waiting for 
service and present connected 

members have a definite responsi¬ 
bility to see to it that all in the 

co-op area who want electricity 

are able to get it. He thanked 
members for their fine cooperation 
during the past year. 

Treasurer Adolph Monke report¬ 
ed that financially, the cooperative 

has experienced a successful year. 
He read the financial statement 

and said a copy of it has been 
mailed to all members. 

Managers Reports 

Manager A. C. Barnes spoke on 

the meter testing program w'hich 
the cooperative has undertaken. He 

told that every meter is- being in¬ 

spected and repaired when found 

necessary. To date., 60 per cent of 

the meters have been found to be 
running slow?. 

He explained the co-op’s policy 

in regard to hedge removal and 
wiring reinspection. The coopera¬ 

tive shares part of the cost of re¬ 
moving hedge when it ’is in the 

line. On wiring re-inspection a 

charge of SI is made. ‘The man¬ 

ager urged that all those who 

have had additional wiring in¬ 

stalled, have a re-inspection made 

for their own protection.. 
The manager reported- on the 

CIRCUIT COURT JUDGE L. E. Wilhite told of the blessings of 
rural electrification in the principal address at the M.J.M. annual meeting. 

L. W. O'Malley, 

B. Young, Hills- 

lal, Chesterfield; 
Irving, and M. 

boro. 

Brief remarks were made by Ed¬ 

ward P. Ohren, Statewide presi¬ 
dent, and A. E. Becker, Statewide 

manager. KMOX radio stars pro¬ 

vided entertainment. Many at¬ 

tendance gifts were distributed. 
Henry Refreshments were served follow- 

Egelhoff, Jerseyville; John S. Kal- ing the meeting. 

NEWS FROM 
Southwestern 
Electric Co-op 

Greenville, 111. 

V. C. KALLAL, Manager 

TELEPHONE NUMBERS 

Bond County—Office, jireem ille, lei. 
3C6. Office Hours: 8:00 A.M. to 5:00 
P.M. except Sundays or Holidays. 
Before or afier office hours, on Sun¬ 
days, call: Paul G. Morgan, Green- 
vie 796, or V. C. Kalla!, Greenville 
379. 

Fayette County—Maurice Ketten, Van- 
dalia 982. 

Madison County—Ed. Barnes. Edwards- 
ville 1087. 

WITH 55 electric appliances on her farm, M.J.M. Cooperative would 

have had a difficult task giving Mrs. R. Christy Beatty of Jerseyville, left, 
one she doesn’t already have. So shes was presenled with a desk set at the 

annual meeting by Manager A. C. Barnes. 

Train Trip East- 

(From Page One! 

is printed on an inside page of this 
issue. 

Invited 

Iowa and Wisconsin co-op mem¬ 
bers have been extended an invita¬ 
tion to join the trip by the State 
Association and according to Becker, 
both of those states will be well repre¬ 
sented. 

The special train will leave from 
New York Central railroad station. 
12th St. and Michigan Ave., Chicago, 
at 7:20 p. m.t Friday, January 28. 
Enroute to New York, a one-day 
stopover at Niagara Falls will be 
made. Following a five-day stay in 
New York City for the convention. 
twTo days will be spent visiting Wash¬ 
ington, D. C. 

All co-op members and any friends 
they may wish to recommend are in¬ 
vited to be “on board” the special 
train. 

Co-op 
Folks 

Roy L. Sharrow is a rural elec¬ 

tric co-op booster from way back. 
He is president 

SERVICE WIRES 

The wires from your meter pole 
radiating out to the buildings 

should be kept free of tree limbs, 

if you are to have continued good 

service and w’ant to prevent loss 

of current. These wires have a 
weather-p roof 

insulation which 

is quite easily 

^damaged by 
rubbing against 

tree limbs or any 
similar hard sur¬ 

face. When the 

insulation is 

worn off and the 

V. C. Kallal bare h °1 wire 
comes in con¬ 

tact with a tree limb or other 
grounded object, there is a flow of 

current depending upon the ef¬ 
fectiveness of the grounded condi¬ 

tion. Since this loss of current 

takes place beyond the meter, the 

current used in this w-ay is me¬ 
tered. 

It is therefore very important 
that you do the necessary trim¬ 
ming and maintenance to keep all 

your outside wdring in good condi¬ 
tion. No doubt this is the reason 

in many cases for which the mem¬ 
bers’ kilowatt hour consumption in¬ 
creases. 

Limbs against the service wires 
extending from the transformer 

pole should be trimmed by your 

cooperative maintenance crews. We 

wish to thank those reporting such 

conditions and solicit-the cooper¬ 

ation of all the members to do the 

same. 

NEW SUBSTATIONS 

Work on the new substation east 

of Smithboro is nearing comple¬ 

tion and we should be able to en¬ 

ergize the same within a few 

days. With continued good weath¬ 

er, the new permanent station west 

of Pocahontas will be completed 

also. Transformers now being used 

old Smithboro substation 

Like many other co-op di¬ 
rectors, he says that the co-op is his 
principal outside interest and absorbs 
most of his free time from farming, ir. the 
He has a 200 acre farm in Golden | will then be moved to the new sta- 

where be produces mostly cash crops | tion near Pocahontas. When work 
and- also raises a few hogs completed at both locations, th" 

capacity of the respective stations 
will be increased approximately 

two and one-half times. This will 

make for a slight improvement in 

the service in the respective areas, 

but will not be as effective as oth¬ 

er work yet remaining to be done 
and, of course, will not overcome 

the voltage fluctuation on the sup¬ 

plier’s lines to which these substa¬ 

tions are connected. 

As we have warned you before, 

the voltage fluctuation may be 

acute during the period around the 

first of the year because of the 
general power shortage in the area. 

NEW WORK 

Approximately 24 miles of new 

line were completed' in the month 
of November, making service avail¬ 

able to about 70 new members. 

The most of this work was done 

in Fayette County, as emphasis 

was placed on rehabilitation work 
in the other two counties. 

The weather has been not 

too good, but good enough so 
that fairly good rate of prog¬ 

ress has been made during the 

past four or five weeks. 
After another two or three 

weeks, construction of new lines 
will again be resumed at the usual 

rate in Bond and Madison Coun¬ 
ties. 

We are finding that a large num¬ 
ber who did not take service along 

the new lines constructed during 

the past year and one-half are now 
making application for service. 

This helps to maintain a long 
waiting list and makes us wonder 

just when the job will be com¬ 

pleted. 

TROY AREA 
Another few days of reasonable 

weather and the rehabilitation 
work planned for this time will be 

completed in the Troy Area. After 

the completion of a few extensions 

scattered over Madison County, re¬ 

habilitation work in the northern 
and northwestern part of Madison 
County will be started. This work 
will include many major changes 

in the system and will be most 

difficult to accomplish if we are 
to make any effort at all to main¬ 
tain service interruptions to a min¬ 

imum. 

BROODERS 
It is not too early to be checking 

the wiring to and in the 'brooder 
house if you are to be ready for 

the brooding season. Likewise it 
would be good insurance on your 

part to check the electric brooder 

itself and be sure that it is me¬ 

chanically and electrically safe and 

in good repair. 

Too many times the electric 
. brooder is not properly stored 

during the off-season and rust 

and deterioration make their 
inroads to the point where it 

is unsafe, or even worse, unfit 

for use altogether. 

Richard E. Ellis, St. Jacob, 
writes: “Would like to let you 

know how much we appreciate the 

improvement in the power lately, 
i The burners on our range turn 

| led now and our lights go on when 
we turn them on.” He^signed as 
a “Satisfied User.” 

Ora Smith of Reno advises that 
he has a new refrigerator. 

OPERATING REPORT 

NOVEMBER. 194* 
Miles Energized    1525.10 

Revenue Per Mile    $21.60 
Total Connected Mem¬ 

bers      4,455 
Density Per Mile    2.92 

Average Bill  $7 44 

Average KWH Used   213.9 
% Minimum Bills   12% 

KWH Sold  943,678 

NOVEMBER, 1947 
Miles Energized  1,249.62 

Revenue Per Mile    $19.54 
Total Connected Mem¬ 

bers    3,743 
Density Per Mile ....  .... 3.00 

Average Bill    $ 6.68 4 

Average KWH Used  —. 180.94 
% Minimum Bills  .... 18% 

KWH Sold      661,693 

One dairyman found that it took 

from 340 to 350 squirts to “take” A 

"•alien of milk from his cows. 
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NEWS FROM 
Egyptian Co-op 

Steelville, Illinois 

R S. HOLT, Mgr. 

TELEPHONE NUMBERS 

In case of an outage on^your farm, 
check to see if your neighbors have 
service If not call one. of the follow¬ 
ing telephone numbers immediately and 
report' any information you may have 
on the outage such as—Lightning. 
Storm. Strong Wind. Tree in Line 
Broken Insulator, etc 

Mutphysboro and Carbondale Area 
call: 

Warehouse. Carbondale, 25-F-12. f 
Alvin Long. Murphysboro, 1166. 
Richard Robinson, carbondale. 2b-F-5. 

All other area call: 
Mam Office. Steelevilie. 68 Commer¬ 

cial. 
John Shrtver, Chester, 544-R. 
Robert Huddleston, Steelevilie. 

43-F-ll. 
R. S. Holt, Steelevilie, 101-F-21. 

This is the first year that sev¬ 

eral hundred of our members were 

able to have electric lights for 

their Christmas trees. It was in¬ 

deed a beautiful -.ight to see the 

lighting effects achieved by many 

of our members. From the re¬ 

ports we heard, Santa was unusu¬ 

ally good to every member of the 

family this year. Many useful 

electric appliances were received 

and very much appreciated by 

every one concerned. 

Now we are beginning another 

New Year. What do you expect to 
accomplish this 

year? Have you 

made New Year 

Resolutions that 

you will be able 

to keep? Will 

people other than 

yourself profit 

irom your reso¬ 
lutions? 

To most of us 

each New Year 

presents a challenge and the de¬ 

sire to do just a little better in 
everything. Your Co-op has set a 

goal too. We want to secure a 

better supply of power so that you 

won’t be plagued with low voltage 

conditions. We want to have the 

active cooperation of all members 

in the prompt reporting of outages 

so that we can give better service. 

We want to keep the brush cut 

away from the power lines. Each 

member can help us on this prob¬ 

lem. We want to continue the 

construction program so that wc 

can complete our remaining con¬ 

struction as fast as possible. We 

want to continue the prompt re¬ 

payment of the principal and in¬ 

terest on all loan obligations and 

increase the cushion of credit 
which has already been built up. 

I hope that we can all reach our 

goals and that each one of you 

will have a most successful and 

happy New Year. 

CONSTRUCTION 

During the past month we com- 

p’oted 10 member service exten¬ 

sions plus 4.16 miles of the “L” & 

“M” sections. A total of 37 addi¬ 

tional members were connected 

making a total of 3',663 members 

now receiving service. 

The construction of our new 
warehouse will be completed by the 

time you receive this newsletter. 

We are going to move our office 
into the warehouse until the main 

office building is completed. Those 

of you who come into Steelevilie 

to pay your bills will have to go 

tc the west edge of Steelevilie 

where our new building is located. 

We invite all of you to come in 

and inspe.cl the completed build-, 

ing. s. v. v 

BETTER WIRING 

Many present farm wiring sys¬ 

tems were developed primarily for 

lighting. Such wiring does not 

provide full efficiency for the ap^ 

pliances now on the farm and will 
be most ineffective for the appli¬ 

ances procured in thef hear future. 

Better wiring: in homes 'will'” be 

more important’ thhn ever before 
due to the ever expanding use of 

electric appliances and because of 

improved home lighting. 

Inadequate wiirng increases cost 

and inconvenience. Even though 
appliances operate on inadequate 
wiring there is a definite drop in 

efficiency and very often a rise in 

current costs and appliance re¬ 

placement. Overloaded circuits 

make lights burn dimly and flicker 

when appliances are plugged in. 
Cooking units are slowed down be¬ 

cause units don’t get quite enough 

current, thus throwing off timing 

to the point of risking the quality 

of food. Electric motors run slow¬ 

er and hotter, cutting the efficien¬ 

cy of the appliances they run and 
shortening the life of the mo .or. In 

addition to giving less service for 

your money, electricity may be 

lost, due to heating of the wiring 

within the walls of the home. Such 

losses mean higher electric bills. 
Proper planning can eliminate 

added waring costs later. It is un¬ 

wise not to take advantage of 
planning-for additional outlets and 

wiring over and above immediate 

needs. The added cost of Better 

Wiring in the home is only a frac¬ 

tion of the cost of adding or 
changing wiring after the home is 

built. 

NEW'S ITEMS 

Mrs. G. M. Lingle, Carbondale, 

writes: “Yes we like the ILLINOIS 

REA NEWS magazine and wdl 

like very much to continue getting 

it. The magazine is fine but the 

REA Power line is the greatest 

thing that ever come to the farm¬ 

ers. We just can’t praise it high 

enough, for the true value, for the 

pleasure sChd help it is and we hop? 
for more and more farmers can 

get REA service in the near fu¬ 

ture.’’ (Your letter is sincerely ap¬ 

preciated Mrs. Lingle. We are 

proud of members like you.) 

Mrs. Earl Bastien. Murphysboro. 

writes: “You will find quite an in¬ 

crease in our electric bill for this 

month due to a new electric stove 

which we are enjoying very much.” 

(I’ll bet that new stove came in 

mighty handy d **ing the holiday 

season). 

Martin Twenhofel, Gorham, and 

Wm. L. Sprengci of Chester also 

reported the installation of new 

electric stoves. We congratulate 

both these members on their wise 

choice. The more electricity you 

use the cheaper it gets. 

The Co-op Christmas party held 

on December iOth was a big suc¬ 

cess. A delicious chicken dinner 

was served followed by an adapta¬ 

tion of the “Stop the Music” pro¬ 

gram, and dancing. Eighty-five 

employees attended the banquet. 

BRUSH CUTTING 

The active cooperation in the 

cutting of brush near Herb John¬ 

son, Brad Broulette, Stanley Stolze 

and Buttermilk Hill will result in 

much quicker service for these peo¬ 

ple. These people understand the 

co-op problems due to increased 

construction costs and they have 

taken direct action by cutting their 

own brush and cleaning it up. 

These people should be com¬ 

mended by all our members. They 
want electric power for their farms 

and are willing to work to get it, 

just like many of you older people 

worked to get this co-op started. 

By working tc gether we can 

achieve pur goal of having electri¬ 
city for every farm. Thanks a lot 

to all of you! 

To check unnecessary mishaps with 
mechanical corn pickers, stop the 
po.wer when cleaning out the picker 
rolls, keep guards in place, and prac¬ 
tice ‘good housekeepingto mini¬ 
mize fire hazards. 

If blood tests show that brucellosis 
is present in the hog herd, the farmer 
should follow special precautions for 
his own protection at fall butchering 
tiine. 

Soil conservation includes all those 
practices that serve to maintain of 
increase soil productivity. 

!NEWS FROM 

Alla ms 
Camp Point. 111. 

DEAN SEARLS. Supt. 

Your manager and his family re¬ 

cently attended the annual meeting 

of the M. J. M. Electric coopera¬ 

tive held at Carlinville. A. C. 

Barnes, the manager of that co¬ 

operative. arranged a most unusual 

feature for membership participa¬ 

tion involving the number of elec¬ 

tric appliances members were us¬ 

ing on their farms. Your mana¬ 

ger and his wife then started to 

list the appli¬ 

ances they were 

using in their 

own home and 

it was amazing 

to list nearly 40 
separate a p p 1 i- 

ances which they 

were using in 

their electric liv¬ 

ing. 

By appliances, 
we mean electrical equipment 

which is attached by means of a 

portable, flexible cord or solidly 

connected by means of a discon¬ 

nect switch to the electrical wiring 

system. This does not include pol? 

lights or any lighting fixture? 

permanently installed, but it doe? 

include table lamps, floor lamps or 

any other lamps which are portabl?1 

and are connected into conveni¬ 

ence receptacles. 

If you will take the time to 

list all of your appliances, we 

believe you will be amazed at 
the total number on hand. 

This list gives some idea of 

how dependent you are upon 

your electric service and how 

important it is to have service 

without interruption. 

We wpuld like to have you list 
all of your appliances which you 

are using and if you feel you have 

more than any other member, we 

would like to list them in this col¬ 

umn in the near future. 

The member with the largest 

number of appliances may receive 
a gift. Why don’t you try? 

OUTAGE CALL 
On the evening of November 4th, 

just as your manager sat down to 

eat his hot milk toast with his 
family, when member Claude Ker- 

ley of Timewell called reporting 

that he was out of service and 

that he had also noticed a big ball 

of fire on the line in front of his 

neighbor’s place, Henry Hatch. 
Bob Wilson, lineman, stationed 

at Mt. Sterling, was called im¬ 

mediately, and ordered to investi¬ 

gate this trouble and make neces¬ 

sary repairs. Bob picked up his 

Groundman Bob Langan, and 

started West from Mt. Sterling. 

The manager, meanwhile, reported 

the outage to Jim Carpenter, line 

distribution superintendent, and 

both agreed that a crew should 

also be sent from Camp Point to 

assist Bob Wilson, as this line was 
one which served approximately 

300 farms including the village of 

Kellerville. Jim dispatched Line¬ 
man Omer Kestner and Don Baker 

immediately following these con¬ 

versations with Wilson and Carpen¬ 
ter. The next 15 minutes were 

filled with telephone calls from 

members reporting that they were 
without service. The once hot 

milk toast was by this time as 

cold as if it had been refrigerated, 

and was finally consumed between 

calls at the telephone desk. 

; Xour manager then went to the 
office where directions could be 

given the two crews by radio, as 

both crews had trucks equipped 

with this most modern communica¬ 

tion equipment. 

Bob Wilson was directed to in¬ 

vestigate the flash reported at the 

Henry Hatch farm and when he 

arrived at this place, he found two 

high voltage wires burned into, and 

lying on the ground. He immedi¬ 

ately reported this by radio to tjie 
manager, and to the other crew 

Bob' then drove to the disconnect¬ 
ing switch and opened this section 

of the line so that he and the oth¬ 

er crew could safely repair the 

broken wires. In the meantime, 

the other crew arrived at the site 
cf the broken wire, and placed pro¬ 

tective grounds o each side of the 
break. Both crews speedily re¬ 

paired the line, and to them and 

to your manager it was just an¬ 

other routine outage call, all in the 

day’s work. 

Why axe you being told of aH 

this detail? Certainly not just 

because" someone had to eat 

cold1 toast, or that four men lost 

a hit of sleep and were deprived 

of spending an evening with 

their families. Of course not! 

Those of you who were affected 
by this outage were greatly in¬ 

convenienced and perhaps the 

kids had to get their lessoms by 

a dim, dirty lamp-light. This 

outage also cost you, as mem¬ 
bers, approximately $30. This 

d?es not consider the revenue 

wft'eh was lost during the time 

these members were without 

service. 

"Now, let’s examine the cause of 

this outage. The cause was a tree 

limb which blew out of a tree 

standing along side of the line. 

This tree stands in front of Mem¬ 

ber Hatch’s house. We are not 

finding fault with this member for 

not permitting the tree to be re¬ 

moved. However, we must point 

out to all of you members, and to 

Mr. Hatch, that as long as you 

have trees which can damage th? 

lines, you will have outages and 

expensive line maintenance. These 

outages cause you lots of incon¬ 

venience and lots of expense which 

is paid out of your pocket. 

How about it, Members—do you 

want service free from interrup¬ 

tions? If so, give us your co¬ 

operation on these trees, and if you 

want to be a good co-operator, 

clean that fence row out under¬ 

neath the line. Why not take care 

of it now before you get busy 

with next Spring’s work? 

SELF-BILLING 
Effective January 1, 1949, the 

new self-billing plan and rate 

schedule will go into effect. 

A number of members have mis¬ 

interpreted the letter sent out on 

November 24th giving the new 

rates. Under Schedule A—Farm 

and Village Rate, the monthly min¬ 
imum of $3 00 which entitles you 

to use 34 KWH is part of the first 

45 KWH at .0875 and is not in ad¬ 

dition to the first 45 KWH at .0875. 

Another way to state the rate 

which may be easier to understand 

is as follows: 

Schedule A—Farm and Village Rate 

Monthy Minimum $3.00— 

34 KWH 

Next 11 KWH <®   0375 

Next 45 KWH <®    05 

Next 110 KWH @  ...03. 

All over 200 KWH @   0173 

A detailed explanation of the 

self-billing plan and rate chart will 

be sent to each member before the 

January reading r.ate. The mater¬ 

ial to be* sent out will show stop 

by step how to figure your bill and 

will contain a sample bill. If these 

steps are followed no one will have 

any difficulty in preparing his bill. 

Ask Farmers Raise 
Living Standards 

(From Page One) 

leaving the farm at a rapid rate. 

In a few years there will be no one 
to replace the retiring oldsters. 

Rural electric systems have al¬ 

ready helped by bringing lights and 

power to many farms, but broader 
uses of this power, new conveni¬ 

ences, a coat of paint on the house, 

running hot and cold water, and 

similar other items are needed if 
the farm family is to be happy and 

intact. Those farms which do not 

have electricity have even further 

to go. 

Some farmers in each section 
will have to assume leadership in 

beginning the all out program of 

lifting the farm standard of living, 

the report indicates. If one farm¬ 

er gives his family the conveni- 

ences already enjoyed in the city, 

others in the community will rap¬ 
idly follow suit. 

That is the only way. the staid 

planners report, to “keep them 

down on the farm" and give the 

farmer real enjoyment for his 

work, not worthless pieces of 

paper. 

Agoal of 100.000 new simplified 

Illinois farm record books in use 

during 1949 has been set by the 

University of Illinois College of 
Agriculture. 

Reservation Blank 

ASSOCIATION OF 
ILLINOIS ELECTRIC COOPERATIVES 

sponsored 

Special Train Party 
To N. R. E. C. A. National Convention at New York City 

returning via Washington, D. C. 
January 28 to February 6, 1949 

Via New York Central & B, 6 O. Railways 

Mr. A. E. Becker. Manager 
Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives 
122 So. 6th St., 
Petersburg. Illinois 

Dear Mr. Becker:— 

Please reserve accommodations checked below in standard Pullman: 

( j One in Upper Berth  $126.00 

[ ] One in Lower Berth       132.00 

J ] Two in Lower Berth (each)     .• :    120.00 

[ ] Two in Compartment (each)  .1   142.00 

| ] Two in Drawing Room (each)   153.00 

f J Three in Drawing Room (each)   139.00 

(1) We wish to join the Tour at        

My travel companions will be .....      

Name ........L...:-:....:  .....L..'.  .Ll. :. -    

Address        ,        —. 

City  .....w.-—  «. u-j- i-v-r—1;-*- .....L-i-.,. State 

I enclose $25.00 for each person for whom a reservation is uiacle (Note:’ 
To be refunded in event of cancellation one week prior to date of departure ) 
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Planning A Community Supper? Here Are 
Some Tips 1 o Make It Easier, More Fun 

jiimmiimmtmiimtmmitifimiiiiiii 

Helpful Hints 

Menu Should Include 
Meat, Vegetables That 
Can be Prepared Ahead 

During the winter months, women 

will be called upon for more of these 

delicious, large-group neighborhood or 

church feasts. So why not plan to 

make it a gaia time and get all the fun 

possible out of the social get-together. 

In many rural sections w'here 

modern churches, or community 

houses have been built with fully 

equipped electrical kitchen and dining 

room accessories, the One time famous 

"basket dinners' of our grandmother’s 

time are being replaced by suppers. 

In many ways the suppers are much 

easier to serve than w/ere the dinners, 
which necessarily had to be prepared 

ac home, packed in baskets and served 
cold on board tables, or spread on 

a cloth on the grass if the w’eather 

was favorable. 

But even with modern electrical 
equipment the feeding of a large num¬ 

ber requires planning to the smallest 

detail. Arrangements must be made 

for a fair division of labor by the ap¬ 
pointment of various committees and 

the responsibility for the performance 

of each committee must be delegated 

to a capable person. 

Committees Appointed 

The general chairman should be 
consulted as to the choice of these 

co-chairmen, and the committees ap¬ 

pointed will probably need to cover 

such functions as planning, publicity, 
marketing, food preparation, serving 

and a clean-up squad. The general 

chairman and the chairmen of the 

Meat loaf makes an ideal meat dish for the occasion. If the meat 

loaves are prepared in long, narrow7, deep baking pans, they can be turned 

out on a serving dish and sliced into equally proportioned units for serving. 

A decorative potholdcr attached to 

the wall several feet above the crib 
or dressing table provides a handy 

and safe place to park open safety 
pins while changing a baby’s diapers. 

Before threading a needle, cut the 
thread on the bias. This will put a 

point on the thread and make it 

easier to thread the needle, 

i * * * 

There's even a trick to greasing 

muffin pans. Be sure to wipe the ex¬ 

cess fat from each cup. When a cup 

is too heavily greased, the side of 
j the muffin will rise more quickly than 
the center, resulting in a badly shaped 
muffin. 

'If a recipe calls for sour milk or 
buttermilk, a tciblespoon of vinegar 

may be put into a cup of sweet milk 

as a substitute. 

| Baked apples may be easily 

browned on top by sprinkling with 

sugar and slipping under the* broiler 
for a few minutes. 

before serving time also should be 
considered. 

Fried Chicken 

Such dishes as the following w-ould 

meet that requirement. Beef or veal 

loaf, salmon croquettes, meat balls, 

fried chicken, minced ham, or sliced 

boiled ham, baked beans, scalloped 

potatoes, sweet potatoes and maca¬ 

roni and cheese dishes. Other things 

that could be prepared at home and 
brought to the meeting place arc 

salads with such ingredients as po¬ 
tatoes, or apples, cabbage, or mixed 

fruits and sandwiches. Sliced toma- 

committees form the planning com- toes and cucumbers, stuffed eggs 

mittee. pickles, celery, cake, gingerbread, pie 

Naturally, one of the first things and puddings may be prepared in 

Design First Item 
To Check When 

•s Buying ( 
J o 

to be decided upon after the date is 

set. is the menu. What shall we have 

to eat? A question of vast importance 

when it comes to making the affair 
a pleasure for those who do the work. 

In the first place try to plan food 
that w:ill survive waiting, without los- 

advance and save lots of. last minute 

fuss and confusion. 

If the meat loaves arc prepared 

in long, narrow, deep baking pans, 

then when they are turned out on 

serving dish or waxed paper they 

slice into equally proportioned units 

ing flavor, bulk, or appearance. Food . f°r serving. 

that can be cooked earlier at home if The vegetables to be served hot 

necessary, or when the stoves are not are most easily handled and reheated 
overly crowded, and warmed up just | if prepared in casseroles, or baking 

dishes, electric or otherwise. The cold 

cucumbers and tomatoes can be sliced 

and packed in layers in wide-mouthed 

fruit jars. Salads also are safely In these days of high prices, it’s a 

carried in fruit jars. w ise woman who knows just what 
™ . . to look for w'hen she sets out to 

Pies of Pleasing Appearance , , . ■ . , 
buy home furnishings. A new chair, 

Plan pies that will present a pleas- for example, demands a careful in- 

ing appearance after a journey to spection. 

the meeting place. Pumpkn. mince- Desi9a should bc itcm numbcr one' 
There s been a lot written about de- 

meat, apple and peach are nice, but , ^ ^ , , , , , 
sign, but don t take somebody else s 

avoid custard, cocoanut cream, or Vv0rtj for jq jf a chair looks clumsy 

chocolate pies for an occasion of this to you, don t buy it. Look for simpli- 
kind. city of design especially, and beware 

Where fresh fruits are to be chairs adorned with too much 
served, make the handling of them frosting. 

as easy as possible. Clip off one end When considering design, be sure 
of each banana and orange, and to consider whether the chair in 

slice the orange peeling down in little question w ill blend with other furni- 
slits so it can be neatly rolled back. ture y°u oxvn- That doesn’t mean it’s 

Beside the ingredients for the food tabo° to mi>; stVles’ iust mix 

on the menu that is brought or | Aem with discretion. A modern chair, 

cooked at the meeting place, there f°r examPle’ its smooth* simPle 

should also be on hand plenty of :lb,eS’ 9°eS * ondt’rf»”y with ornatc 

sugar, coffee, tea, butter, cream and ^ 1C^01 *cin P^eces- 

milk for the children to drink. And Grift~m»nship 
it is always safer to have a few extra A chair s finish is a 9ood indicad°» 
^ ui °f its quality. Lacquer should riot. Cons ot vegetables on reserve m case ■ ■ ' M * 

of shortages. 9iEre and cvery Part’ no malter how 

. well hidden, should be sandpapered 
jar ot rench dressing or may- sny00th. Rough, indistinct carving is 

•maise, mustard, and a bottle of to- ? sjgn of poor craftsmatlship. In rc_ 

ato catsup on hand for anyone who gard" to fittingSi top qua)ity chairs 

ig it ask or them, will also indi- usc dowels to join parts together, 

rte the perfect previous planning A iittJc .knowledge about different 
hich helps so much to make an at- * J • i i c I-J r 011 c‘l type woods is userui, too. Solid 
.ir of this nature fun, insead of only v;oods arc m0re expensive, with ma- 

itigue, a pleasure instead of a hogany and vva)mit jeading the list 

Lgue. nd i the affair is being for durability and beauty. However. 
iven to make money for some worthy 

.•use it may mean the difference be- 

*een a prop for the cause instead of 

flop. A lot of headwork at the start 

ill save footwork at the end. 

Plan pies ffcat will present a pleasing appearance after a journey to 

the meeting place. Pumpkin pie is nice, but avoid custard, cocoanut cream, 
or chocolate pies ior an occasion of this kind. 

a good three or five ply verieer can b? 

just as strong and nandsome, and is 

much more reasonably priced. 

Upholstery is- an important item 

on your check list. Upholstery fabrics 

that are loosely woven are usually 

lachine Sewing Better Than poor buys because th^y w ear out more 

land Sewing on Plastic Film easily. 
  Down Or Hurseliair Stuffing 

Research by^ sewing machine If the stuffing is down or horse- 
ompanies shows that machine hair> there wi)l be no danger of 
ewing is better than hand sewing , , , , , , 

° lumping. In lact, omy trie cheapest or plastic film, because plastic :na- : T a 

erial tends to stretch wh-i it be- stuffin9 wil1 produce this unattractive 
omes warm during handling. appearance. • ■ 
The machine, however, must be finally, check the springs carc- 

pecially adjusted for sewing on fully for construction:. Springs that 
ilastic film. Have the tension ligiit a,re far apart will produce a sag ui 
Uld the stitch It’s advisable the chair after, lt has been used- 

^o use a number 11 needle, if pos- , , ^ , 
. . ,, , short while. (Jn the other han sifole, and fine mercerized thread. 

Unmercerized thread sometimes sPrin9s to° close together are likely 
cuts the plastic. to catch each other. 

Self-Help Overall 
For Youngsters 

The newest thing in functional 

clothing design for youngsters is 

an overall in which the pre-school 

child can play comfortably, and 

which he can put on and take off 

without grownup aid. 

The shoulder straps, a main fea¬ 
ture of the new garment are set 

to fit the slope of the shoulders. 
This style of cut, plus a built-up 

bib in both front and back, keeps 
shoulder straps from sliding off 

and hampering the young wearer 

at play. 

Before the overall is put on. 

Mothers buttons the strap-ends in¬ 

side the waist. There is no heed 

to unfasten these buttons again 
until wash day. The child merely 
steps into the overall, pulls it up, 

and slips an arm under each 

shoulder strap. Then he buttons 
four easily reached buttons at the 

top of bib and at the sides. 

Chopped Nuts May be Added 
To Favorite Baking Recipes 

Chopped nuts may be added to 
any favorite recipe for breads, muf¬ 
fins, biscuits, waffles, cookies and 
cakes, in a quantity of one-fourth 
to one-half cup of nuts to each 
cup of flour the recipe calls for. 

When adding to a cake rnixture, 
have the nuts finely chopped and 
put them in last of all ingredients 
so that they will remain suspended 
in the batter during baking and not 
-’mk to the bottom. 
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e Trick For Lengthening Your 

Beautiful Satin Comforter Will Last 
Many Years if Properly Cared For 

iiiiiimimifiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii 

Pattern List 
Pineapple Buffet Set 

Housewives are alert to any in¬ 
formation or device that promises 

better living, be it a necessity, a com¬ 

fort or a luxury. Bed comforters 
encompass all three categories. 

However, most homemakers haven t 
used comforters to their full advan¬ 

tage. They have over-emphasized the 
luxury value and the extra warmth 
comforters give. Actually comforters 
offer all the warmth we need, as well 

as adding a colorful decorative note 
to the scheme of things in the "home. 

Mainly because of habit, people 

have followed the practice of placing 

comforters over blankets. Instead' 

comforters should be used in the way 
they are able to give the most w'armth. 
That is, alone. Light and airy in 
weight, their prime, heat-retentive 

value is their ability to settle snugly 

over the body, insuring warmth the 

night long. To get fhe most out of 
your comforter, you have simply to 

place the comforter over the bed- 
sheet. 

Aired and Fuffed Up 
When in season and use, com¬ 

forters should be aired every other 

week, and then in the shade and not 

the direct sun. A downrfilled com¬ 
forter should be fluffed up as often 

as gently as posible. Down, to gen¬ 

erate the maximum of heat, must have 
room to breathe. 

Dust can wreak havoc with fine 
fabrics, and reduce the efficiency of 
warm fillings. Be sure to brush your 

comforter often with a whisk broom 
or a soft brush. Give special attention 

to the creases and creyices w'here 
quilting appears in the pattern, and 

the corded edging of the comforter. 
A reliable dry-cleaning establish¬ 

ment has at its command, machines 

to blow fresh air through the com¬ 
forter-filling. It knows how' to renew 

its softness and resiliency, and know’s 
how to deal with fabric coverings, so 

your comforter looks as good as new', 

when given this overhauling. Com¬ 

forters should be dry-cleaned at least 
once a year. 

Storing Comforters 

When storing comforters, the big 
problem is not moths, because the 
contents of a good comforter will 
have been sterilized, but silverfish 
which feast on the rayon-acetate cov¬ 
ering on some comforters. There are 
may chemical preventives on the mar¬ 
ket, however, and one of them is 

paradichlorbenzine. 
It is recommended that comforters 

be stored in an air-tight compartment. 

possibly a cedar chest which has been 

lined with tar paper. The comforter 

can be compressed to fit into an ex¬ 

ceedingly small area, but should be 

folded in the following manner to pre¬ 
vent excess creasing: 

First, fold lengthwise in thirds. 
Second, fold both ends toward the 

center. And finally, fold in half. 

A Chocolate Layer 
Pie Is Tempting 
Treat for Family 

LUNCH PAIL CAKE 
Scalding and airing at night is 

the way to prevent that "stale” 
odor in the lunch pail which may 

give an unpleasant taste to food 

carried in it. 
Food is closed up in lunch pails 

or boxes for a long time each day. 
When the containers come home 

at night, they should be washed 

thoroughly, rinsed with hot water, 

and left open to air arid dry. 

Occasional sunning on Sunday 

also helps keep them fresh and 

free of odors. 

If your family is one that enjoys 
a surprise, serve their favorite choco¬ 

late pie in a new guise—Chocolate 
Layer Pie! 

As if by magic, in the baking of 

the pie the mellow-rich chocolate rises 
to form a luscious layer atop the 
creamy custard. Crowned with a 

fluff of lightly browned meringue, 

the pie is pretty as a picture. 

Chocolate Layer Pie 
% cup chocolate bits 
1 CKS 
Z CKB yolks 

% cup sugar 
L teaspoon salt 
Vi teaspoon vanilla extract 

1 2/3 cups evaporated milk (I tall can) 
% cup water 
2 eeg whites 

Vi cup sugar 
Unbaked pie shell (9-inch) 

Melt chocolate bits over hot water. 
Beat the whole egg and the two 

egg yolks. Add the one-half cup 
sugar, salt and vanilla. Stir to com¬ 

bine thoroughly. Add milk and water, 
then the lukewarm, not hot, melted 

bits. Pour into an unbaked pie shell. 
Bake 25 minutes in a hot oven 

(425° F. Reduce heat to 350° F. and 
bake 10 minutes longer.) 

Make meringue by beating egg 

whites until foamy. 

Gradually add the one-quarter cup 
sugar and continue beating until 

meringue is stiff. Cover pie with mer¬ 

ingue and return to 350 degrees oven 
for 10 to 15 minutes or until meringue 

is lightly browned. 

Now that the holidays and all ! 

the festivities are over for another ■ 
year, many of you may want to 

take time out to do a little sewing, 
crocheting and knitting for your¬ 
selves. With our new additions 

this month and the variety of old 
standbys, we feel sure that there 
will be something of interest both 

to the beginner and the expert. 
Order as many as you wish as all 
the leaflets are free. Just include 
a STAMPED, SELF-ADDRESSED 

envelope for every FOUR patterns 
you wish and send your request to 
Kay Conlan. Illinois REA News, 
Petersburg, 111. 

Ideas for Fun 

Crepe Paper Dolls 

Birthday Party Decoration 

Decorations For Bride’s Tables 
Wedding Tips 
Party Favors 

Toys 
Cock Horse 
Stocking Dolls 

Horse 

Bunny 

Crocheted Pompon Cat and Kittens 

Crocheted Elephant and Scottie 

Items to Knit 
Heelless Socks 
Sweater, Hat Skating Set 

Baby’s Sacque and Kimono 

Sweaters 
Children's Sweaters (size 6-8) 
Little Boy’s Sweater 

Infant Sweaters 

Smock-Yoked Cardigan Usize 22) 
Child’s Coat Sweater 

Items to Crochet 

Double Ruffle Doily 
Rose Fillet Tablecloth 

Pinwheel Bedspread 

Hanger And Pin Cushion Tree 
Lacy Table Doily 

Mosaic Chair Set 
Lace For Linens 

Bathroom Rug and Seat Cover 
Petal Lace Mats 

Handkerchief Edgings 

Pineapple Chair Set 

Pineapple Runner and Vanity Set 
Irish Crochet Tablecloth 

Hot Plate Mats 

Crocheted Party Dress 
Daisy Tablecloth s 
Peach Tree Street Bedspread 

Men’s Slippers and Scuffs 
Tray Cloth 

Lacy Pineapple Centerpiece 

Black and White Handbag 

Star-Studded Bedspread 
Eight-Point Star Doily 

Flowered Scatter Rug 
Striped Bed Socks 
Red and White Potholders 

Hems to Sew 

Snow Man Ear Muffs 

Tea Apron 
Chintz Potholders 

Evening Hood And Bag 

Quartet In Leopard Cloth 
Felt Slippers 

Felt Handbag 

Pilgram Slippers 

Crochet offers you a wide choice of lace patterns suitable for household 

decoration. Among them variations of the pineapple design take top honors 

in popularity. Square motifs framing clusters of four pineapples arc joined 

to make this charming buffet set. For an added lacy touch, edge each p'a.e 

with a crocheted frill. A direction leaflet for making PINEAPPLE BUF L f 

SET may be obtained by sending a STAMPED, SELF-ADDRESSED 

enevelope to Kay Conlan, Illinois REA News, Petersburg, 111. 

Racks Are Useful For Spice Storage; 
Can Be Purchased Inexpensively 

Why not put an end to those 
maddening time wasting spice hunts! 

Can you pick up a can of cinnamon 
without moving four or five other 

cans? Is the sage easy to find? Or is 

your spice cabinet a jumbled up sea 

of cans? 

But w'ait a minute. Do you have 

cans of old spices that you never 

use? Before planning better storage, 

get rid of every can that you do not 

use or need. You can then plan what 
room you must have. 

Make or Purchase Racks 

There are inexpensive racks which 

will improve spice storage. You may 

make one or purchase one of the use¬ 
ful commercial ones. It all depends 

on whether there is a handy man in 
the house. 

A 14-nch rack will hold nine or 

Sunflower Quilt 

Embroidered Pillow 
Cable Stitch Afghan 

Potholders From Scraps 
Helpful Hints 

Removing Spots and Stains 

Good Groming For You 
Selecting Fabrics For Sewing 

Lengthening Skirts 

Ideas on Suit Making 
Judging Fit in DJ SS 

Makeover Tips 

Sewing Tips 

A S’ Hemlines 

Have you been caught “short” 

since the new look came into fash¬ 
ion. If you are versatile enough 

you can change your own hemlines 

without one stitch, and not have a 

trace showing of last year’s look. 

FIRST. Rip away the old hem 

carefully using a single edge raz¬ 

or to snip the threads. Remove 

old seam binding or facing. For 

the job of removing that old hem¬ 

line mark you’ll need a stiff brush 

and a good pressing cloth. The 

brush will whisk away the dust 

gathered in the hem and stretch 
the fibers enough to make the 

crease mark disappear. 

SECOND. Be sure your skirt is 
even. Then turn up the bottom 

edge to get the desired length . . . 
if you need all the material pos¬ 
sible, one-quarter inch is all that 

the new hemline into place. 

THIRD. And here’s the trick. Set 

your iron for wool, no matter w'hat 

fabric you’re facing. Lay hot iron 
mending tape over the raw edge 

of the newly turned hem. Ftotate 

the iron over each portion of the 

tape for a slow count of seven. Re¬ 

move iron and wait one minute be¬ 
fore handling the taped portion. 

ten cans of spices. You may have 

loom for two shelves or for a longer 

one if you keep more spices and also 

include baking pow’der, cream of tar¬ 

tar and a package of baking soda in 

your baking center. 

Trim, light-weight racks will bold 

spices within quick reach if placed on 

the inside of a cabinet door. The 

regular shelves will have to be nar¬ 

row to allow room for the door 

shelves. A narrow strip of wood one 

inch from the bottom will not hide 

the name of the spices and at the 

same time will allow the shelf to be 

easily cleaned. 

Inside Shelf 

If you have a choice, put the inside 

shelf on a left-hand door so that you 
can open and close the door with the 

left hand while the spice is removed 
with the right. Wood from orange 

crates, cheese boxes or apple boxes 
can be used for a half shelf between 
the bottom and second shelf or step 

shelves. 

If you are clever wuth the hammer 
and saw', a lazy susan which revolves 

on a center shaft can be made at 

home. A half-inch metal rim on this 

circular shelf will keep the spices iroio 
falling off. Or an inverted shelf can 

be made to hang above the mixing 

center. Angle irons or hooks can fas¬ 
ten the spice rack on the bottom of 
the first shelf. But regardless of what 
kind of spice shelf you plan, you v. til 
find it easy to use if it is one row 
of spice cans deep. 

There is a commercial spice con¬ 
tainer that has 12 partitions and vs 

made of w'hite metal. It can be fasten¬ 
ed on the underside of w'all cupboards 
or the underside of an inside shelf 

with room for 12 cans. There are 

chrome selves that come 14 to ;8 

inches long. Commercial shelves vary 

depth from two and three-quarter 

inches to fiy? and orie-half inches and 

om two to three inches in height, 

y susan spice shelves also are ori 

the market. i 

Rubbers and galoshes need care to 

make them last as long as possible. 

Ordinary mud and dirt have no harm¬ 

ful effect on, rubber, but it’s a good: 

idea to wash it off because sometimes 

the soil is gritty. Dry rubbers or 

galoshes in a cool place. 
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Electric Chick Brooder Eliminates Hazard 
Of Other Methods Of Artificial Brooding 

Homemade brooder with 150 watt lamps. No thermostat should be used in this brooder. The lamp size is 

reduced as chicks grow. Note the litter insulation (or sold weather brooding. 

By 
Daniel W. Tea re 

REA Farm Electrification 

Specialist 
Electrically heated chick brood¬ 

ers eliminate most of the hazards 
hat many poultrymen experience 

vith other methods of artificial 
brooding. How many nights’ sleep 

nave been broken by the necessity 

of checking the fire in a coal, wood, 

or kerosene brooder! 
Nearly everyone operating such 

equipment feels it necessary to 

nake sure, sometime during every’ 

night, that the fire nas not gone 

out, or that the blaze is not too 

high for safety. The electric 

brooder, when properly installed 

and protected by fuses, practically 

-■liminates such fear, thus stopping 
idle midnight brooder visits. 

Eknibting Thomases who do not 

trust the electric service can install 

an electric bell alarm operated by 
batteries. The bell rings only when 

the current is cut off. Usually 

such outages are of short duration 

and so infrequent that there will 

be few losses of chicks from this 

cause. 
Insulation in the broodqr con- 

hnes both the electric heat and the 
oody heat of the young birds with¬ 

in the brooder. Therefore a cur¬ 

rent outage after the first week is 

not apt to be serious, even in cold 
weather. , 

Heating Elements 
Heating elements for electric 

brooders may be divided into two 
classes. We might call them the 

old and the new methods. The old 

method makes use of a coiled open, 

wire element that reaches white 

beat, and the newer black heat 

element that never becomes hot 

enough to glow. Both units are 

satisfactory’. , . 

At the, beginning of. the. war, 
however, horncmade brooders were 

developed using incandescent lamps 

as a source o^ heat. Such lamps 

give off approximately 95 per cent 

of the current consumed in the 

orm of heat. The light rays also 

carry some heat directly to the 

chickens. t 

Another development is the use 
of heat lamps which produce in- 

Aa-red rays. These carry much of 
he heat directly to the birds, so 

that they are warm even though 

the surrounding air is cool. In 

some cases, the brooder hover has 

been eliminated, the heat lamp be¬ 
ing placed directly over the birds 

at a height of 10 to 12 inches for 

day-old chicks. This makes it pos¬ 
sible for the birds to rest directly 
in the light below the lamp to get 

warm. 

As the chicks grow, the lamps 
should be raised so that the heat 

will spread over a larger area to 

accommodate several birds. Lamp 

height is determined by the tem¬ 

perature and bird comfort. One 
150 watt reflector-flood lamp is 

good for up to 50 chicks; one 250 
watt lamp for 50 to 80 chicks; tw^ 

lamps for 80 to 200 chicks. For 
over 200 chicks a hover-type brood¬ 
er is recommended. This may or 

may not use reflector-flood lamps. 

Cold House Brooding 

While not so new, cold house 

brooding is another advantage 

which the poultryman can add to 

his poultry program when he has 

electric brooders. Flame type 

brooders are constructed to heat 

the entire brooder house. This 
tends to cause excessive moisture 
condensation on ceilings, walls and 

floors. The combination of heat 
and moisture is favorable for germ 

development and the spread of 
respiratory diseases. 

On the other hand, cold house 
brooding reduces moisture conden¬ 

sation in the house, because there 

is less difference between inside 

and outside temperatures. Other 

advantages gained from electric 

brooding in a cold house include 

faster feathering and livelier 

chicks which eat and exercise with 

much greater zest. When cold, the 

chicks return to the hover to 

warm, just as they return to the 

hen when they are raised as nat¬ 

ure intended. . 

If moisture condenses on the 

floor immediately beneath the elec¬ 

tric bitooder, a frlse floor shcu! ’ ; 

be placied under the brooder. Thi" 

strips finder the false floor wil 
provide an air space between floor ! 

so that moisture will not condense 

NEWS FROM 
Menard 
Petersburg, III. 

A. E. BECKER, Mgr. 

Members were advised in this 
column last month that the two 

new substations would be built to 

relieve a low voltage condition, ex¬ 
isting at intervals, in certain sec¬ 

tions of the system. 

The transformers have arrived 

and work has started and every ef¬ 

fort made to complete the substa¬ 

tions before the 

end of this 

month. One of 

these new sub¬ 

stations will be 

located a short 

distance east of 

Virginia and the 
other near Mas¬ 

on City. 

Laramore and 

Douglass, Chica¬ 
go, the engineering firm employed 
by your cooperative have assured 

Mr. Becker and your Board of Di¬ 

rectors that the addition of the 

two substations will provide ade¬ 

quate voltage at all times to all 

parts of the system. This is an¬ 

other step forward to provide bet¬ 
ter service to your farmstead. 

OUTAGES VS. TREES 
During the past 60 days, several 

severe wind storms have swept the 

area served by your cooperative. 

These storms have caused many 

unnecessary outages, owing to the 

fact, that pampered trees, for 

which permission could not be ob¬ 

tained to cut, have blown over or 

had limbs blown from them into 

our lines. 

It is about time that senti¬ 

ment over certain trees along 

the distribution lines serving 

many of our members’ prem¬ 

ises be relinquished in favor 

of getting proper clearance for 

the lines serving the area. 

Two definite objectives would be 

A. L. bcckei 

htained—continuity of service and 

under the hover. The false floor j the elimination of many uhneces- 
should extend six inches outside sary service calls, 
the hover on ali four sides. When owner members are ap- 

Winter is Ideal Time to Make Future 
Plans to Improve Farming Operations 

It’s never too early to plan—to do 
some “thinking ahead’’ in the light 
of the past year’s experience about 

placing your farming operation on 

a more automatic, time and labor- 
saving, efficient and profitable 

basis. 

Winter is generally too cold for 
extensive farm building activities, 

while major field work and crop 
handling chores await the coming 

of new planting and harvesting 
seasons. It is, however, an ideal 

season to plan future major struc¬ 

tural and operational improve¬ 

ments; to con :der the addition of 

production equipment which will 

make farming easier and more 
profitable. 

This, also, is the season of year 

when minor interior construction 

work can be undertaken. Winter 

provides additional time in which 
to check your wiring system to de¬ 

termine whether it is adequate for ' 
present power requirements, for 

effective operation of new electri¬ 
cal equipment to be added in the 

immediate future, and flexible 

enough to allow tor expansion in 
event that the farm electrical load 

is increased to an even greater ex¬ 

tent in the years ahead. 

- Electrical Farm Helpers 

It is well, too, during this off¬ 
season, to look around the electri¬ 

fied farmstead to see what are 

lacking in the way of “electrical 

farm helpers,” keeping in mind 

that “Mr. Kilowatt Hour” is, from 
every point of view, the most rea¬ 

sonable “hired man” which the 

farmer can employ. 

If water is still being pumped 

by hand, the installation of a pres¬ 

sure water system will save the 

farmer a lot of walking and time 

wasted pumping. Farmers who 

are not satisfied with the quality 

of field cured hay will want 4o con¬ 

sider mow hay curing systems, the 

use of which eliminates weather 
hazards and increases the value of 

hay per ton. 

Automatic Grain Handling 

Serious thought should be given 
to the construction of an automatic 

grain handling, feed grinding and 

mixing setup. Farmers whose 

barns and chicken houses are cold 

and poorly ventilated will want to 

study the operation of fan ventil¬ 
ating systems, and give attention 

to such electrical money-making 

time and labor-saving devises as 

hay hoist, brooders, farm welders, 

electric hotbeds, protable elevators 
and walk-in coolers.. 

Spring follows winter all too soon 

for most farmers, and so all plans 

and repairs made now will pay 

dividends later when weather 

brings a natural seasonal increase 

in agricultural work. 

proached by Garey Peterson in 

charge of the tree trimming crew 

and permission requested to trim 

or cut trees along co-op Bight-of- 

way, their cooperation will be sin¬ 

cerely appreciated. Tenant mem¬ 

bers can also cooperate by assist¬ 
ing Mr. Peterson to get the job 

done. 'Tvvould make a good NEW 

YEAR’S RESOLUTION and pay 
real dividends. 

MANAGER’S POSITION STILL 
UNFILLED 

Your Board of Directors has re¬ 
ceived many applications from 

numerous applicants seeking the 
position made open by the resigna¬ 

tion of Manager A. E. Becker. Sev¬ 

enty-four applications were receiv¬ 

ed for the position and your Board 

of Directors meet December 15th 

to read over and select a number 
for consideration. The decision and 

naming of a manager had not been 
reached at the time this column 

was mailed in to the ILLINOIS 
REA NEWS editor and the final 

announcement will be made in its 
February issue. 

Mr. Becker will continue to serve 

as manager till his successor is 

named. 

FEBRUARY 26, J949 
Saturday, February 26, 1949, is 

the time in your cooperative’s., by¬ 

laws for the annual meeting of 

your cooperative. This year will be 

the eleventh time that this annual 

event has been held. 

Your program committee is plan¬ 

ning to make the annual meeting 

this year one to be long remem-, 

bored. Something unusual is being 

considered ,fo,r a program and full 

announcement will be made in -the 

February issue. - - y } ■ . 

Te annual meeting on February 

26th will also present the first op¬ 

portunity foC many of you to'meet 

your hew’Manager. - - • >• 

The Eleventh Annual Meeting 

for ' members \frill be held''in 'the 

High School Gymnasium, Peters¬ 
burg, Saturday, February 26, 1949, 

starting at 12:30 p. m. Mark the 

date on your calendar now. 

CONFERENCE HELD 
A conference for Illinois Cooper¬ 

ative employees, who are actively 
advancing the proper use of elec¬ 

tricity on Illinois farms, was held 

at the University of Illinois in Ur- 
bana, December 8-9-10. 

This conference was sponsor¬ 

ed by the Association of Illinois 

Electric Cooperatives in coop¬ 

eration with U. of I. College of 
Agriculture Engineering Ex¬ 

tension Service. 

It brought together representa¬ 

tives from REA, Illinois elec¬ 

tric cooperatives, agriculture En¬ 
gineering Extension Service per¬ 

sonnel and Vocational Agricultural 

Instructors to talk over and dis¬ 

cuss problems of mutual interest. 
M. J. Worthington, Vocational 

Agricultural nistructor, Harris 

High School, Petersburg, and C. N. 

DeHart, Vocational Agricultural 

Instructor at Greenview were 

guests of your cooperative at the 
conference. Mr. Worthington and 
Mr. DeHart and ^ ed E. Darr were 

members of a group that conduct¬ 

ed a panel discussion at one of the 
sessions. Manager Becker also at¬ 

tended and presided at the after¬ 
noon session held December 9th. A 
story of the conference appears 

elsewhere in this issue of the 

ILLINOIS REA lIEWS. ^ 

New Type Milk Heater 
A new-type milk heater which is 

capable of heating fresh milk to 

above-boiling temperature and pro¬ 

ducing changes that can be used to 

advantage in many dairy manufac¬ 

turing processes has been devel¬ 

oped. ■ - 1 

It can be used' to treat milk ' bi 

other" liquids, such as fruit'juices, 

where a " continuous flow thrdfi£>v 

the' apparatus ’is ’esirfed.' ’ The heat¬ 

er is suitable^ for sterili^ihg,’ pas¬ 
teurizing, fofewa-mihg, slid pre¬ 

heating ’fihddr pressure for the pfit- 
pose of spray drying. 
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Record Crowd Turns Out 
For Jo-Carroll Meeting 

The ninth annual meeting of Jo-Carroll Electric Coopera¬ 
tive of Elizabeth, December 9, was the largest and most suc¬ 
cessful jn the history of the cooperative. Because of the record 
attendance, the meeting had to be moved from the basement 
hall in Lincoln School, Savanna, to the gymnasium. 

The crowd of more than 500, heard an inspiring talk by 
Earl Wisdom, Manager of the Iowa State Cooperative As¬ 
sociation.- 

A rural electric cooperative is not just another electric 
utility company,” Wisdom stressed. 

“It is an organization that belongs 
to its consumers.” 

Not Subsidized 

Neither is a cooperative a gov¬ 

ernment project. It is a private 
corporation which borrows money 
from the government just as rail¬ 

roads and other private businesses 
have borrowed money. - “There is 

one vast difference, however. The 
REA co-ops are prying their debts, 

while the government has lost mil¬ 

lions in loans to other businesses." | 
Wisdom refuted the charges of 

opponents who call co-ops tax 

dodgers and communists. His 

farm audience laughed when the 
Iowan jokingly asked, “you didn’t 

know you were communists, did 

you?” 
Cooperatives were established 

long before socialisim was in Eng¬ 

land or communism in Russia, and 

it has been a “traditional method 
employed by farmers to carry on 
business.” 

No Profit 

Rural electric cooperatives don’t 

pay federal profit taxes, because 

they don’t have any profit. They 

pay every other kind of tax. More¬ 
over, they pay a high rate of inter¬ 

est on their government loans in 
addition to principal payments, 

whereas electric utilities never will 

retire their capital debts, he said. 
If the cooperatives were merely 

paying interest electric rates would 

be much cheaper, the Iowan said. 
When the REA loans are repaid in 

full, the members will own the 

systems entirely and will receive 
electricity at cost. 

“An organization cannot be built 
by criticism,” he said. “Your coop¬ 

erative officers serve you without 
pay and the paid employees are 
working for you. Support and co¬ 

operate with them. If you don’t 
co-operate, some one else, not you, 
will own your cooperative.” 

Manager s Report Mrs. Berniece Moore, secretarv, 

Manager Charles Loutzy gave an who urged members to read the 

account of the construction prog- ILLINOIS REA NEWS and keep 

ress and difficulties which the co- informed on matters pertinent to 
op has had to meet during the past rural electrification, and Treasurer 

year' Birkbeck, who gavo the financial 
One hundred miles of line is be- 

POPULAR feature of the Jo-Car-- 
roll meeting was entertainment fur¬ 
nished by local talent. Ruth Mer- 
both of Lanark, won enthusiastic ap¬ 
plause for her tap dancing. 

cooperative since it began buying 

from Dairyland Power Cooperative. 

Also, low voltage conditions have 

been overcome fn several areas. 
When transmission facilities and 

a new substation are complete in 

the near future, Dairyland will be 
supplying power to the entire co¬ 

op area. This will result in cor¬ 
rection* of voltage conditions. 

Read credited Director Morris 
Birkbeck for his work in repre¬ 

senting Jo-Carroll on the Dairy- 
land Power Cooperative board. 

Other Reports 

Other reports were submitted by 

ing built under contract, while an¬ 

other 100 miles of line will be con¬ 

structed by the co-op’s own per¬ 
sonnel. A total of 1,200 consumers 

receive service and 400 applications 

are on file. The work is going 
slower than planned because of dif¬ 

ficulties which hr ve arisen. 
Considerable improvement in lowr 

voltage conditions, and the instal¬ 
lation of two-way radio, have help¬ 
ed to provide better service, the 

manager pointed out. He asked 

for continued cooperation from the 

members and particularly in re¬ 
porting insulator shooters. 

He said it cost the co-op nearly 
$2,000 a year to replace broken in¬ 
sulators which thoughtless individ¬ 

uals used for target practice. In 
addition, broken insulators result 
in interrupted service and often 
are the cause of danger. He cited 
one case where a live wire fell 

when the insulator was shot. The 

wire could have electrocuted any¬ 

one coming in contact wtih it, he 
said. 

President Speaks 

Co-op President Everett JR. Read 

spoke optimistically about the fu¬ 

ture. “The picture is much improv¬ 

ed over a year ago,” he said des¬ 

pite the problems being encounter¬ 
ed in present line construction. 

Read told of the savings of near¬ 

ly $1,000 a month for wholesale 

power which has accrued to the 

statement. 

By-law changes were voted upon 
favorably. One provided for wider 

freedom in selecting an annual 

meeting date, another for authority 

to hold the meeting in either Jo 

Davies of Carroll counties, and an¬ 

other for election of officers under 
staggered term system. 

Jesse McIntyre of Savanna, and 
Earl Scribner of Chadwick, were 

elected directors to replace Harry 
Stanger of Savanna, and Harold 

E. Adair of Chadwick, respective¬ 
ly. Other directors were re-elect¬ 
ed. They. included, Read of Eliza¬ 
beth; Mrs. Moore of Hanover; 

Birkbeck of Galena; Clayton Ditt- 

mar of Elizabeth; Henry G. Ditt- 
mar of Elizabeth; E. L. Dauphin 

of Savanna; Boyd Handel of Chad¬ 
wick. 

Edward P. Ohren, State Associa¬ 
tion president, and A. E. Becker, 

State Association manager, spoke 
briefly. Entertainment was pro¬ 

vided by local talent including, 

Mrs. Robert Dotzel, Galena; Mr. 

and Mrs. Albert Williams, Scales 
Mound; Edna Bowman, Savanna; 

Blackoak Grange Quartet, Chad¬ 
wick, and the Glen Law Orchestra 

of Savanna. Dinner was served by 

organizations of the Presbyterian 

and Methodist churches in Savan¬ 

na. Distribution of electrical ap¬ 

pliance gifts concluded the meet¬ 

ing. 

WORDS OF WISDOM coated with humor, characterised Earl Wis¬ 
dom’s talk to Jo-Carrol Electric co-op members at their annual meeting. 
Co-op Preident Everett R. Read is at left. 

fleet back over the happenings of 

the year. No better time could be 

found for friendly greetings to all 

our members who, in so many ways 
have helped us 

to carry on the 

work of your or¬ 

ganization. W e 

in America are 

the most fortu¬ 

nate of all peo¬ 

ple. The Yule- 

tide Season in 

our land is not 

the bleak and 

barren time it is 

in most of the world. Under no 

social system, or form of govern¬ 

ment, have any other people ever 

had the advantages and living 

standards of America. 

Nowhere in the world, at any 

time or place, has there ever been 

such widespread distribution of the 

produced wealth of a country to so 

many of its people. Nowhere else 

are the freedom, dignity and rights 

of men so protected as they are 

here. We in America have much 

to be thankful for. 

This busi *ess is part of 

America. That carries with it 

a great responsibility. W e 

hope, through the united effort 
of all of us, this business will 

always measure up to that re¬ 

sponsibility and grow in the 

good opinion of all people. 

We hope also that you as mem¬ 

bers of this fine organization, 

working helpfully together in the 

traditionally American way, will 

progress and prosper in fullest 

measure. 

We express to you our warm 
thanks for the help every one has 

rendered during the past year, and 

pledge anew that your employees 
will do all in their power to make 

this fine organization all that you 

have & right to expect that it 

should be in the New Year just 

ahead of us. 

We also in turn are asking your 

good cooperation through the year 

ahead, that our work in each de¬ 

partment may not be hampered or 

hindered through your lack of re¬ 

turning meter reading cards on 

time, or your neglect in payment 

of your electric accounts at their 

proper time, as all failures to be 

prompt on your part increases the 

work in the office. We are re¬ 

pending upon you—you won’t fail 

us we are sure. 

Payment of Accounts 

It has been called to our atten¬ 

tion that quite a number of mem¬ 

bers still persist in mailing in 

their payments, with cash in the 

envelope, and, on one day, we re¬ 

ceived $127 in cash in the envel¬ 
opes. We have no objection to you 

mailing cash, but remember it is 

at your risk, as particularly silver 

loose in an envelope is apt to 

break through the envelope and be 

jlost.. This would be grounds for 

misunderstanding. You might say 

to us that you mailed the money, 

which could be perfectly true, and 

we could say that the money was 

not there, which also could be 

true, and often is true, no money- 

bill still unpaid—delinquent notice 

mailed out—you claim you paid 

account but have on receipt. 

So to avoid any possibility of 

the money not reaching us safely, 

send all payments either by check 

or money order and that way you 

will have a perfectly legal receipt, 

and avoid any misunderstanding. 

It might interest you to know 

that we dispatch and receive over 

25,000 pieces of mail through the 

local postoffice each month. So 

won’t you please help us to serve 

you better by paying your accounts 

either by check or money order, if 

payment is made by mail. 

OUTAGES 

We wish to thank several of our 

members, who recently informed 

us of tree conditions or other con¬ 

ditions that might cause outages 
on our lines, which has enabled us 

to correct such conditions before 

outages occur rather than having 
to go out when a line is down, 
which is usually night and most 

always raining, and darker than a 

stack of black cats. We appreci¬ 
ate these reports, particularly 

where there 'is “fire on a pole” at 

night, for just that condition is 
what we may have been hunting 
for some time. 

RADIO EQUIPMENT 
We wish to express to you our 

appreciation of the two-way radio 
equipment, which is now in full 

operation on the system. The new 
“blinkin’’ light you see along with 

the one on the tower of WEBQ 

radio tower is your new station 
“WKZL,” of course you won't pick 

us up (however, .you might at that, 

we operate on 3762 megacycles), 

and this equipment has already 

demonstrated to us that with it we 
will be able to better serve you, 

with fewer delays as we will be 

able to keep in constant contact 
with our maintenance crews at all 

time. 
NEW CONSTRUCTION 

Our whole force is working in 

the western part of Franklin coun¬ 

ty on our present "D” section con¬ 

struction, and we hope by the time 

you read this item that all con¬ 
ductor will be strung on this sec¬ 

tion. We won’t have all trans¬ 
formers hung we are sure, but it is 
our plan to complete each exten¬ 

sion as rapidly as possible and en¬ 

ergize them just as. fast as they 

are completed. That is one ad¬ 
vantage of doing the work with our 
own crews instead of contract con¬ 

struction. The contractor would 

not release any lines until he was 
finished, or cleaned up in a certain 
area. We plan to make a record 

number of new connections before 

the close of the year. 

NEW APPLIANCES 

If you have been unable to get 

that new refrigerator or electric 

range as yet, we would suggest 

that you visit “Little Joe” in our 

basement store as he has on-hand 
several Westinghouse 7 and 9 foot 

refrigerators, together with a good 

stock of Westinghouse Ranges, hot 

water heaters, vacuum sweepers, 

both upright and tank type, and 

countless small appliances. He has 

the most complete line of wiring 

materials in Southern Illinois ' with 
apologies to Mr. Endicott at Don- 

gola, who also has a fine stock of 
wiring materials and some excel¬ 

lent wiremen who are doing work 
on our project—we may send him 

a bill for this “spot announce¬ 

ment”). 

Oh, yes, we almost forgot to men¬ 

tion the fact that we have a new 

prospective lineman as of Saturday, 
Dec. 11, Mr. and Mrs. Donald 

Pipher are the proud parents of a 

fine baby boy, weight 8 lbs. Mother 

and baby doing fine. Father is all 
smiles. It is their first baby and 

Donnie says that when finer babies 

are born he will be too old to care. 

Congratulations to the happy par¬ 
ents. 

Nearly 50 
Three-Day Power * 
Use Conference 

Nearly 50 rural electric co-op 

managers, power use advisers and 

agricultural teachers attended the 
power use conference in LTrbana. 

December 8 to 10, at the Universif• 

of Illinois. 

The first day’s program include c. 

“Copper-tubing plumbing prac¬ 

tices” by F. W. Andrew; "Effective 

news-writing” by Hadley Read, 

movies on “Running Water,” and 
an inspection tour of the electri¬ 

cal engineering illumination labor¬ 

atory under the direction of Prof 
E. M. Horne. A dinner meeting 

with a panel discussion and er-tc - 

tainment by John Waggoner, co*-- 

cluded the first day’s session. 

The second day’s session hea; 

talks by L. E. Holman and An 
drew on, “Crop drying adaptation: ' 
F. A. LaThomas on “Copper Tub 

ing;” J. H. Heimman and E. 1 

Arnold, “A Co-op Plumbing Pr- - 
gram;” C. A. Kincaid, “Septi 

Tanks;” Inspection tours were con¬ 

ducted through the Agricultur: 

Engineering Tractor La borate-' 

and the Agricultural College 
perimentsl dairy barn. 

Talks by REA Region V Hea 
Noble Wrinkle on “Cooperativ< 
Principles;” Melvin Henderson. 

"Teaching Techniques,” K. H. 
Hincheliff, “Planning Plumbing,” 

and an examination by Fred Mc- 

Vey and C. Agnes Wilson of REA 

concluded the final session. 

The State Power-Use Committee 

sponsored the conference in coop¬ 

eration with the University and 

REA. Serving as chairmen for the 

sessions were, Prof. E. W. Leh¬ 

mann; Andrew; T. H. Hafer; A. E 

Becker, and Dean Searls. 

Farm tractors that will not be 

used during the winter months 

need more servicing than just 

draining the radiator and put 

ting them under cover. Study the 

guide hook for directions on win¬ 

ter care. 
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Farming News Notes 

A Resolution For ’49 
Once again the time for New 

Year’s resolutions has come. We 

know one resolution that won’t be 

hard to keep—and that’s writing 
Pen Pal letters. Once you get 
started you will have so much fun 

writing to boys and girls from all 

over Illinois you will not want to 
stop. 

We started out last year to make 
11H8 the biggest Pen Pal year yet. 

Let’s make 1»49 even bigger, shall 

we, boys and girls! Every boy and 

giri who lives along a REA hi-line 

is invited to join our letter-writing 
fun. When you start a letter¬ 
writing acquaintance, it often leads 

to a lifetime friendship. 

Get your letter in the mail today 
and let’s have our 1949 mailbox 

just brimful. Send your picture 
along too, and we’ll see that it is 

returned after it is published. The 
address is, Kay Conlan, Junior 

REA News, Petersburg, 111. 

Barbara’s Second Letter 

I am a girl 13 years old. I have ! 
blonde hair, blue eyes and am five 
feet, five inches tall. I weigh 110 
pounds. I live on a 230-acre farm 
three and one half miles out of 
Cobden. My hobbies are horseback 
riding and playing with horses. I 
have a Belgian horse with four 
white stocking feet. I also like to 
play baseball and go on hikes. This 
is my second letter to the Junior 
REA News. I would like boys as 
well as girls to write to me be¬ 
tween the ages of 13 and 18. I will 
try to answer every letter I get, j 
so come on Pen Pals and fill my j 
mail box.—Barbara Sweitzer, R.R. 
1, Cobden. 111. 

* * * 

Has January Birthday 

collection now. I also play the 
piano, ride a bicycle, swim and 
read a lot. Most of all I enjoy 
writing and receiving letters. I 
don’t have any sisters or brothers 
so come on Pen Pals and write to 
me. Let’s see who will be my first 
Pen Pal. I would like to hear 
from Pen Pals betwet n ages 13 and 
16.—Irma Joyce Turner. R. R. 3, 
Box 148, Harrisburg, 111. 

I am 14 years old and my birth¬ 

day is October 26. I have brown 

eyes. This is my' first letter to 

the Junior REA Nev^s. I am a 

freshman at the Collinsville Town¬ 
ship High School. I have one 

brother, seven, and no sisters. I 

would like letters from girls only, 

so come on and write, girls.—Delor¬ 

es Warren, R. R. No. 2, Collinsville, 

ni. 

Enjoys Sports 

I am a girl 14 years of age. I 
have dark blond, hair and blue 
eyes. I am five feet four inches 
tall and weigh 110 pounds. I live 
on a farm. My hobbies are swim¬ 
ming, riding a bicycle and other 
sports. I have a dog and a cat for | Shirl Moell St. Peter, III. 
pets. I go to Cardondale Commu- j 
nity High and I r nr. in my junior | . * *. * N 

year. I would like to hear from Lias lavorite Movie Stars 
boys as well as girls. So come on 
Pen Pals, drop me a few lines and 
I will answer.—Mary Ella Blaise, 
Makanda. 111. 

one niece. My daddy works on the 
railroad. I like to go to Sunday 
School. I weigh about 98 pounds 
and I am four and one-half feet 
tall. I would like to hear from 
other girls and boys my age—Wan¬ 
da Maxcene Walker, R. R. 3, Cob¬ 
den, 111. 

* * * 

Plays With ‘Happy’ 

I am a girl 8 years old. My 
name is Mary Kay. My birthday 
is January 3. My hobbies are col¬ 
lecting movie star pictures and 

: playing with "Happy” our dog. I 
1 am in the fourth grade at Ray¬ 
mond Grade School. I would like 
to have some Pen Pals, so come on 
girls and boys between the ages 
of eight and 13 and fill my mail¬ 
box.—Mary Kay Durston, R. R. 1, 
Box 37, Harvel, 111. 

» * * 

.Marlene Enjoys Hiking 

This is my first letter to the Jun¬ 
ior REA News. My birthday was 
June 29. I was 13 years old. I 
have brown hair and brown eyes. 
I am five feet four and one-half 
inches tall and weigh 120 pounds. 
I have one sister, Patricia Ann, 
who is 16 years old. I enjoy being 
outside. My hobbiet are hiking 
and collecting stamps. Come on 
boys and girls fill my mailbox.— 
Marlene Dittmar, Elizabeth, 111. 

■* Hr * 

A Blondie 

I am 12 years old and my birth- I 

day is August 13. I have three 
brothers and 

f three sisters. I 

have blonde hair 

and blue eyes. 

My height is five 

feet, three inch- j 
es and I weigh 

97 pounds. I go 

to St. Peter 

Lutheran School. 
I have never 

written to the Junior REA News 

before. I am in the seventh grade. 
Well, I told you about myself, now 

, let’s hear from you, Pen Pals!— 

Wilma Likes Arithmetic 

I am nine years old and in the 

I am a little girl, seven years 
old. I am in the second grade. 
This is my first letter to the Junior 
REA News. We have Bantam 
chicks and ducks. My birthday is 
January 19. My favorite movie 
stars are: Roy Rogers, Dale Evans. 

fifth grade. This is my first letter Sunset Carson, William Boyd, Gene 
,, T . -VT T i. Autry, Tim Holt, Monte Hale, 

to the Junior REA News. I go to Johnny M Brown Sharon Moffat 

New Hope Butch Jenkins and Bing 

Hi 

I am a girl five feet, three inches 

tall. I am a freshman at Vienna 

Township High School. I have 

hazel eyes and light brown hair. 

My hobbies are playing my piano, 
going to church and collecting pic¬ 

tures of different persons. I also 
like to write and receive letters. 
My birthday is January 19. I’d like 

to hear from boys and girls of all 
ages, so, Pen Pals, fill my mailbox 

so full that the mailman can’t shut 
the box.—Wilma Basham, Cypress, 
HI 

Hr w * 

Doris Kujoys Cooking 
1 This is my first letter to the Jun¬ 
ior REA News, and I would Hke 
to receive a mail box full of letters. 
I am 18 years old and my birthday 
is June 6. I am a senior at Gorham 
Community High School. My hob¬ 
bies are typing and cooking. I 
like all sorts of sports. I’ll be look¬ 
ing for some new Pen Pals.—Doris 
Born, R.R.l, Murphysboro, III. 

* * * 

900 Photos In Collection 

I am a 13 year old girl. I am 
five feet two inches tall. I have 
brown naturally curly hair and 
gray eyes. My birthday was June 
24 I am in the eighth grade at 
Rudement Grade School. My teach¬ 
er is Mr. Kestner Wallace. My 
hobbies are collecting movie star 
pictures. I have around 500 in my 

School and I like 

school very 

much. I have 
one sister, 12, 
and no brothers. 

My hobbies are 

reading, s w i na¬ 

ming and play- 

Crosby. 
Come on. Pen Pals and write to 
me.—Lois Lee Jones, R. R. 1, Box 
160, Ridgway, 111. 

Norma Enjoys Sewing 

I am a girl nine years old. I 
have light brown hair and brown 
eyes. I am four feet five inches 
tall and weigh 72 pounds. My hob- 

t bies are sewing . nd writing. My 
mg basketball. |birthday is May 13 I go to Ring- 

gold School and my teacher is Pau- My height is 

four feet and my weight 56 pounds, line Wren. I am in the sixth grade. 
I have blonde hair and blue eyes. 

My best subject is arithmetic. My 

teacher is Miss Hale. I would like 

boys and girls to write. — Wilma 
Gage, R. F. D. 3, Carbondale, 111. 

Wanda Likes Drawing 

I am a girl 13 years old and have 
blue eyes and light brown hair. I 
am four feet 11 inches tall and ; 
weigh 85 pounds. My hobbies are I 
drawing and riding bicycles. I 
would like boys as well as girls 
of all ages to write to me. I will 
try to answer all letters. So come 
on Pen Pals and fill my mailbox. 
I will also exchange pictures. — 
Wanda Fern Fischer, Emma, 111. 

* * * 

Likes Sunday School 
I am a girl 11 years old and 

have blond hair and blue gray 
eyes. I went to school at Mt. Glen 
last winter. My hobby is listening 
to the radio. I have two sisters at 
home, Bonnie and Helen, and two 
brothers, David and Paul. I also 
have two married sisters, Mary and 
Grace. I have four nephews and 

I would like to hear from boys and 
girls between the ages of nine and 
10. Come on boys and girls fill my 
mailbox full of letters. — Norma 
Doris Ozee, R. 2. Shawneetown, 
HI. 

* * * 

Constance Has Two Dogs 

I am 15 years old and my birth¬ 

day is October 12. I have brown 
hair and grey 

eyes. I am in 

the seventh 

grade and go to 

Round Knob 

School. I have 

three sisters, 

Dorothy, Opal 

and June; and 

three brothers,, 

Bill. Jesse and 

Buddy. I have two little dogs 

named Colonel and Major. Come 

on, boys and girls, write to me.— 

Constance Yvonne Goodman, R. R. 

2, Box 89, Round Knob, 111. 

ECONOMIC SYSTEM 
The American Economic 

System can be compared to a 
rocking chair. Two reasons are 
given for the movement of the 
chair; the way it is made and 
the external shocks it receives. 

Not much can be done 
about the way our economic 
rocking chair is made, but 
much can be done to ease the 
shocks it receives. Keeping 
the chair from tipping too far 
in one direction or the other 
is the main concern of the 
farmer. 
To be avoided is the tighten¬ 

ing of the money supply and 
bank credit of the country. If 
these things happen, business is 
curtailed, there is a decrease in 
the demand for goods, unem¬ 
ployment, and reduced farm in¬ 
comes. 

Fortunately, present signs do 
not indicate that the rocking 
chair is being tipped backward 
very far. There are some soft 
spots in our economy: spotty 
unemployment (the .total pic¬ 
ture is good); piling up of in¬ 
ventories in some lines, appli¬ 
ances and clothing; and, less 
spending for new plants and 
equipment by industry for the 
next two years. 

Farm prices are trending 
down, particularly in Illinois 
crops; corn, soybeans, wheat 
and oats. On the average they 
are the lowest since 1946. 

However, the farm economic 
experts do not expect a repiti- 
tion of 1920-1921 and 1929 
1932. Several factors will and 
are preventing such conditions. 

Farm exports will stay 
high. For the first quarter of 
1949, 108,891,000 bushels of 
wheat will be exported. This 
wheat, under presidential 
orders, is being channeled to 
Europe through the Agricul¬ 
tural department not private 
traders. 
In general, money supply 

throughout the country is 
plentiful. Bank credit is not 
being strained. The outlook for 
increased spending at state and 
national levels for public works 
is good. Average earnings 
among workers has reached a 
new peak—highest level ever 
reported. 

These are all signs, that for 
the present at least, the eco¬ 
nomic rocking chair is not be¬ 
ing pushed back too far. 

FARM EQUIPMENT 
Farm equipment sales are up 

but there are some signs that 
the market is “softening on 
some items. All major manu¬ 
facturers of farm equipment re¬ 
port all time high for sales. 
There is general belief that 
prices on equipment is stabiliz¬ 
ing at present levels — unless 
there is a fourth round of wage 
increases. 

CATTLE FEEDING 
In Iowa and Illinois, Novem¬ 

ber in-shipments of feeder were 
the highest on record. For the 
entire corn belt, shipments were 
43 per cent higher than in 1947. 
Apparently farmers have been 
gaining confidence in cattle¬ 
feeding. 

Feed costs for the season are 
expected to hold firm. More 
cattle are to be marketed next 
summer and fall. Late winter 
and early spring markets will 
be more favorable for efficient 
feeders. 

FROM USDA 
New problems in corn stor¬ 

age face farmers. Mechanical 
corn drying is predicted for 
future corn storage. Methods 

acceptable 20 years ago are not 
adequate today. 

L o w-level r a d i o-active 
materials under experimental 
conditions in 14 states and 
with 18 crops so far have 
not shown any beneficial ef¬ 
fect on growth or quality. 
Fertilizer supply can be ex¬ 

pected to remain tight for 1949 
warns the Department of Agri¬ 
culture. The outlook is gener¬ 
ally brighter but prospects for 
Nitrogen are only slightly bet¬ 
ter. / 

A new insecticide, chlordane, 
when added to the soil for 
Japanese beetle grub control, 

! has shown more promise than 
any other material tested so 

| far. Final reports on this new 
chemical await the results of 
experiments now in progress. 

FROM U. OF I. 
Improved pastures have 

given a Jo Daviess county 
dairyman six times more in¬ 
come per acre than unimproved 
pastures. His figures for the 
pastures show . n c o m e s of 
$67.40 and $10.49 per acre, 
respectively. 

Differences in earnings on 
farms may be due to man¬ 
agement not size 6f farm or 
quality of land. Higher labor 
and machinery costs for the 
amount of work done are 
holding down earnings on 
many farms. 

Iodized Salt fed to brood 
sows now will prevent hairless 
pigs next Spring. Hairless pigs 
are often weak and may die 
soon after farrowing. The sows 
need the salt three months be¬ 
fore farrowing. Iodized salt is 
available from your local feed 
dealer. 

DID YOU KNOW? 
★ * * 

Conservation farming pays 
off in cold cash in one to four 
years. 

Hr * Hr 

Fire hazards always in¬ 
crease noticeably during the 
winter season. 

Hr * Hr 

Nearly seven out of every 
10 farms in the U. S. now have 
electric power. 

* Hr ★ 

In Illinois, loss from con¬ 
trollable disease amounts to 
about 10 million bushels an¬ 
nually for wheat, oats and 
barley. 

Hr H H 

Artificial lights to stretch the 
day to 13 hours will help hens 
lay more eggs during the win¬ 
ter months. 

RANDOM NOTES 
According to a dispatch from 

Northern Ireland, Paddy 
O’Neill, always chewed straw 
as he drove his pony cart 
around the countryside. He al¬ 
ways had a stomach ache too! 

The reason has been found. 
Following an operation at a 

hospital, two balls of straw 
were removed from Paddy s 
stomach. Total weight: one 
pound 12 ounces. 

H H Hr 

Ultrasonics—high frequency 
sound—will soon be an agri¬ 
cultural aid. Sound can be used 
to homogenize milk, control 
bacteria, pasteurize milk, con¬ 
trol insects and produce muta¬ 
tions in grains. 

H H H 

Rating Farm Animals. Put 
the dairy cow at the top as the 
most efficient converter of 
grass into food and fiber for 
human use. The goat and sheep 
come next. Then the beef cow. 

i Even pigs, chickens are grass 
I converters. 



PAGE FOURTEEN ILLINOIS REA NEWS 
lANUAR^-l^ 
—  

between the Poles 
By Bill Murray 

Looking back over 1948, now faded into the dim oblivion 
of past history, one important fact seemed to stand out. That 
is, our cooperatives grew much closer together. 

Voluntary cooperation is the complete anti-thesis of in¬ 
dividual selfseeking, the hangover from prehistoric times 
when survival depended upon ~ 77 ~ c , 

' count with 50 per cent or the 
refund. 

Our friend's plan did not 
take into consideration, that his 
wife could read advertisements 
too. She wasted no time in re¬ 
turning hubby’s gift. Not shar¬ 
ing her husband’s way of look¬ 
ing at life, however, she in¬ 
vested the proceeds from the 
refund plus another 20 dollars 
in another suit which the store 
hlso had reduced from a ridi¬ 
culous price to another ridicul¬ 
ous price. 

Our friend listened in 
dumb silence — he was so 
horror struck he lost the 
power of speech momentar¬ 
ily—to his wife’s explana¬ 
tion. She “simply cherished 
the suit he had chosen, but 
for just $20 more she was 
able to get the bargain of 
the century. Why, naturally, 
etc. . . 
There is no reason to be¬ 

lieve that domestic tranquility 
will not have been re-estab¬ 
lished in our friend s home ere 
another Christmas rolls around. 
Though poorer man, our friend 
is a much wiser one. Next year 
he says he is going to buy his 
wife an album of phonograph 
records, all of which will be 
favorite selections of his own. 

★ ★ ★ 

We thought it was a pretty 
good joke, maybe you will like 
it too. 

Three men and a dog were 
sitting very seriously around a 
table playing poker. The dog 
held a hand just as the men 
did, and played its cards with 
no indication from the other 
players that there was anything 
unusual about a dog playing 
poker. 

As the evening wore on, the 
woman of the household came 
in. Seeing the dog playing, she 
exclaimed: Why that s the 
most amazing thing I’ve ever 
seen!” 

“W h a t s so wonderful? ”, 
barked the dog. I haven’t won 
a hand yet. 

outslugging the next guy, and 
thus is something that doesn’t 
come naturally. 

Cooperation is a product of 
intelligence. It means that two 
or more individuals agree that 
there are better ways of doing 
things than by themselves. It’s 
a give-and-take proposition. 
And it is obvious that real co¬ 
operation could solve the prob¬ 
lems of the world in 20 minutes. 

More than anything else, co¬ 
operation has brought the bene¬ 
fits of electricity to rural areas. 
And it’s the only thing that 
will keep the farmers in the 
electricity business. At a high¬ 
er level, cooperation is the 
key to the solution of the prob¬ 
lems that now face our 27 rural 
electric systems in the state and 
during the past 12 months our 
co-ops have come to realize this 
truth more than ever before. 

+ •* -k 

\ 
Why is it that a druggist 

can tell you what to take to 
. cure a cold, and a doctor 

can’t? ★ ★ ★ 
Now that the Christmas 

problem of what to buy the 
wife7’ is over for another year, 
we are wondering if the mer¬ 
chandisers of women’s wear 
realize just how perplexing 
they make life for men some¬ 
times. 

Take the case of a friend 
of ours, for example. He 
plowed through thousands of 
shoppers in store after store 
searching for a woman's suit 
as a present for his wife. 
Finally he found what he 
thought would appeal to her. 
As fate would have it, the 
pnce was greatly in excess 
of what his naive estima¬ 
tion had been, and for one 
doubtful moment, he resisted 
the temptation of being rash. 
A single male in a lady’s 

clothing department is among 
the most uncomfortable of be¬ 
ings alive and is not in full 
command of his mental facul¬ 
ties That being the case and 
further abetted by the old bro¬ 
mide which begets extrava¬ 
gance— Christmas comes but 
once a year —it was not un¬ 
usual that our friend left the 
store carrying under his arm 
a large box in which was the 
suit for his wife. 

It was more than he should 
have spent, but that mattered 
little on Christmas morning for 
the suit delighted his wife. 
Moreover, his wife’s exclama¬ 
tions concerning her admiration 
for our friend and his excellent 
taste in female apparel, did 
much for ego. His cup was 
overflowing with good feelings. 

Unfortunately, the state of 
marital bliss was shortlived. 
The merchandisers were re¬ 
sponsible. Last week, the 
store where he bought the 
suit, published a large ad in 
the paper calling the public's 
attention to a women's suit 
it was selling for a price re¬ 
duced by 50 per cent. Yes, it 
was the same kind of suit 
he had purchased for his 
spouse. 
Not only did the ad produce 

a most unpleasant reaction in 
our friend, but it made him ex¬ 
tremely indignant. Forgetting 
all about the sentiments of 
Christmas giving, he decided 
to take the suit back, buy the 
one at the reduced price, and 

NEWS FROM 

Southern Illinois 
Doagola, DL 

GEORGE ENDICOTT, 
Mgr. 

The recent power use committee 

meeting held at Champaign-Ur- 

bana, on December 8th, 9th. and 
10th, was attended by William 

Planert, director, and George Endi- 
cott, Manager, Clyde Sheffer. 
right-of-way man. and Kenneth 

H averkamp. 

right - o f-w a y 
man. These 
meetings or con¬ 
ferences are held 
each year with 

the idea in mind 

of better serving 

the needs of the 

rural members 

of the Coopera¬ 

tives, 

At the time these meetings are 

held, the University, through its 

extension service, both at the Uni¬ 

versity and the Vocational Educa¬ 

tion instructors are called in for a 

two or three day conference at 

which time all the problems are 

discussed which affect the rural 
people, both the young and the 

old. Very close cooperation is had 

G. W. Emdicott 

between the vocational teachers, 

replenish his depleted bank ac- the 4-H club leaders, and the REA 

Co-op in assisting these rural peo¬ 

ple in better using the service 

which is available to them. 

This conference is very much 
different than most meetings in 

that it is bringing together three 

groups that work independently of 
each other, but yet they have the 

same purpose and rrthny times their 

work is along the same line. 

It is through a better under¬ 

standing of the work which each 

party is doing and the way in 
v/hich it can be carried out to the 

best or the greatest benefit of the 
members of the various organiza¬ 

tions are discussed, and the prob¬ 

lems worked out to the satisfac¬ 

tion of all parties concerned. 

There are a great number of the 
members in the southeast part of 
the project, commonly referred to 

as those living in Massac and Pope 
Counties, who were very much en¬ 

thused at the time that the Co¬ 
operative started work on the 

branch office located just across 

the road from the Powers Church 

on Route 146 north of Metropolis. 

It was thought at that time that 

it would be necessary to have a 
full time employee there to take 

care of the radio and other work 

which seemed to be necessary at 

that time. 

Due to unforeseen conditions 

this did not work out as antici¬ 
pated, and no employee was placed 

in this opening due to the condi¬ 

tions over whicfi the Cooperative 
had no control. 

The work now seems to be shap¬ 
ing uprto the point that it will be 

possible and be feasible to^set up 

a full time employee at this loca¬ 
tion. 

The board has interviewed, and 

the employee that is intended for 
this opening is now working at the 

Dongola office getting acquainted 

with the office procedure and the 

work which is carried on by this 

individual at this new location. 

John Turner, a veteran of the 

last war, is the individual who is 
taking the training at this time for 

work at the Metropolis office. This 

will be a 40-hour opening: that is. 

the office will be open five days a 
week, eight hours a day. It will 

not be open on Saturday or other 
than the regular eight hours each 
day. Mr. Turner is securing the 

training that we are able to give 
him, and he will take a trip to 

Springfield to visit Sangamo Elec¬ 

tric Company, whose meters are 
being used on the project, in the 

proper maintenance and care, as 

well as repair and testing of the 

meters. All the meter testing will 

be completed at the Metropolis of¬ 

fice. This will be the fill-in job 

which Mr. Turner will do to give 

him work which will keep him oc¬ 

cupied as this will be merely a 

collection station and member in¬ 

formation station for the Massac 
County area. 

There will be no records kept 
other than the collections which he 

will be making, for the reason that 

the radio will make it possible for 
any information desired to be ob¬ 

tained directly from the home of- 

Ace at Dongola. 
It is hoped, and the intent 

is, to put an additional con¬ 

struction crew of approximate¬ 
ly live men in the Metropolis 
area to take care of the short 
extensions and the construc¬ 
tion work In this area besides ^ 
the regular maintenance crew 
which is working there at this ^ 
time. 

The board feels that the people 
in this area have a right to expect 
this increase in our personnel, due 
to the fact that we are attempting 
to construct the “R” section with 
our own personnel. The travel sit¬ 
uation is the same on construction 
as it was on maintenance, in that 
there is about a two hour drive be¬ 
fore they can get to the job to 
start work, which requires approxi¬ 
mately half of the normal eight 
hour day to drive back and forth 
to the job. 
worked out on the setting up of 

additional construction crew in 

Massac County, but this will be 
worked out at a later date and it 

is hoped that we will be able to 

start some time in February. Ef¬ 

fort is being made at this time so 

that telephone service can be put 

into the branch office which is one 

of the things that has held up the 
setting up of this office at an earli¬ 

er date. 

“P” SECTION CONSTRUCTION 

We are very sorry to announce 

that the “P” section has not been 

completed as of this date. It was 

the management’s intention that 
all this line would be energized 

before Christmas, of this year, but 

due to conditions over which the 

Cooperative has on control, it looks 
like it will be some time in Febru¬ 

ary before the contractor will com¬ 

plete all the line. All of the poles 

have been set and all of it is ready 

for conductor. Conductor is either 

on hand or on the road at this 

time for the completion of all this 

line, and it is merely a time propo¬ 

sition with the contractor before 

he will get it completed. 

The Cooperative is starting the 
work on the “R” section. It is be¬ 
ing staked by the Cooperative’s 

own personnel, and at this time 

there are probably twelve miles of 
this which have been completed, 
and about 50 miles of it stakes 

which is being made ready for con¬ 

struction in the very near future. 

Material, most items are on hand, 

and those that are not are sched¬ 

uled for delivery as they are need¬ 

ed. The winter weather, of course, 

will delay this work somewhat or 

at least slow it up, but just as 
quickly as conditions permit, this 

line will be worked so that it can 
be completed as quickly as possi¬ 

ble. 
The extensions are being built on 

the basis of which of the members 

are wired and ready for service, 
and this will absolutely be the poli¬ 

cy on the completion of these lines, 

that is. the stringing of wire and 

the hanging of the transformers. 

ANNUAL MEETING 

The board of directors have not 
set up a tentative date of the an¬ 

nual meeting which will be held 

sometime in February due to the 

arrangements which are necessary 
for the school building and speak¬ 

ers for this meeting. 

Attempts are being made to have 
Noble Wrinkle, the application loan 

chief of Region 5. that is the states 
of Iowa, Wisconsin and Illinois, for 

our speaker, and also arrangements 

are being checked for the securing 

of John Strohm, with whom most 
of you are familiar, in his travel- 

loge which was printed in the 

Prairie Farmer. 

Previous to the war, Mr. Strohra 
was with the Prairie Farmer in 

their publication work, and since 

that time has done considerable 

travelling and has been giving illus¬ 

trated lectures on his tours of 
European countries as well as Rus¬ 
sia. 

From all indications, these are 
very worth-while, if there was no 

other reason for attending, but ar¬ 

rangements are being checked for 
the securing of Mr. Strohm for a 
group of the Cooperative meetings. 

Of course final plans will be 
worked out from this, but we 

wanted to start making plans for 
attending the next 1949 annual 
meeting which will be held at Don¬ 

gola in the high school gym dur¬ 
ing the month of February. The 

tentative dates that have been set 

at this time are either the first 

or second Saturday. 

It is necessary that this meeting 

be held on a Saturday due to the 

fact that the entire school is need¬ 

ed for the accommodation. 

Reservation cards will be sent 

out and it will be necessary that 

these be returned so that the of¬ 
fice will know just how many to 

plan for for the free lunch. Of 

course there will be gifts and en¬ 

tertainment and a good time is ex¬ 
pected by all. 

The thing to remember is that 

NEWS FROM 

Wayne-While 
Fairfield, Ul. 

OWEN J. CHANEY, Mgr 

TELEPHONE NUMBERS 
In case ol emergency call before 8:00 

a. m. or after 5:00 p. m. call the 
following: 

For Carmi, McLeansboro, Norris City 
and vicinity, call Chalon Carter. Phone 
No. 123, Norris City, or Everett Phil¬ 
lips, Phone No. 38 J, Norris City. 

For all of Edwards County, all of 
Wayne County, Crossville, Calvin and 
Phiilipstown, in White County, call 
Cloyd Musgrave, 60M, Norman Davis 
639J, Charles Mann 451 M or Bill 
Fleming, I1F23. all of Fairfield. 

* * * 

In looking over the October is¬ 

sue of the NEWS, we stopped to 
read some of the letters on the 

Junior News page. We found that 

this Cooperative was pretty well 
represented. 

Nine of the 48 letters printed 
were from children of members of 

this Cooperative. These letters 

were written by Shirley Harris, 

McLeansboro; Jimmy Brown, Car- 
mi; Lee Roy Brown, Fairfield; 

Patricia Summerfield, West Salem; 

Kathleen Brown, Fairfield; Marjor¬ 

ie Shannon. Mt. Erie; Marlen Hed¬ 
rick,- Albion; Marjorie Braddy, 

Bluford, and Leona Harris. Wayne 
City. 

Don’t you think that this is 

a pretty good representation 
from our Cooperative? It 

proves that some of our chil¬ 
dren are at least reading part 
of the NEWS. This is a step 

toward making good future 
Co-op members. 
Many of us are inclined to set 

back and let George do it. We 

have electricity and as long as the 

lights burn, when we switch them 
on, we never think of the Cooper¬ 

ative or what it means to the 

neighborhood. 
We should keep posted on the 

Co-op’s activities, and on the ac¬ 

tivity of the electric Cooperative’s 
in the state and nation. We 

should read about what is going 

on and try to find out what is 
good and what is bad for our Co¬ 

operative. 

We should do what we can to 

help out the good things and head 

off the detrimental things. We 

should always be a booster and 
try to learn more about what it 

takes to be a good member. 
All of the material necessary to 

complete the first phase of our re¬ 

construction program is here and 
the work is progressing very sat¬ 
isfactorily 

The substation north of Al¬ 
bion is complete and ready to 
energize as soon as the Power 
Company has completed its 
work. We are setting poles 

and stringing wire on the Car- 
mi job and expect to have it 

completed this month. When 
these two jobs are completed, 
we will, be in a position to give 
better service to those already 
connected and to bring service 
to a large number of appli¬ 
cants. 

HOLIDAYS 
The Christmas and New Year 

holidays are past and we know 

that you enjoyed them very much. 
We know that electricity helped 
make the days pleasant. So let us 
think a little about the family on 
down the road who is still waiting 

for the hi-line. It takes the co¬ 

operation of a lot of people to 
bring electricity to the farm. 

Let us resolve to be good mem¬ 
bers and cooperative members. 

this annual meeting is the mem¬ 

ber’s meeting and the board makes 

it possible so that any questions 
that are in the member’s- mind 

should be brought up and discus¬ 

sed as well as reviewing the past 

year’s operations. This is your Co¬ 

operative. and of course your an¬ 
nual meeting. 

Make plans now to attend, and 

watch the Illinois REA News for 

further date of this meeting, as 

well as the literature which wil! be 

sent out on this, your 1949 annua! 

meeting. 
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L. C. MARVEL, Supt. 

It is necessary to change the 
monthly meter reading and penalty 

dates, beginning with January, 
1949. In the future all meters are 

to be read on the 25th of each 
month instead of the 29th, and the 

last day for payment of electric 
bills in order to avoid penalty will 

be the the 15th 
of the month, in¬ 

stead of the 20th. 
This change is 

:j necessary to ex- 
I pedite work in 

the office. Please 
note — January, 

\ 1949—Read your 
_ meter — J a n u- 

L. C Marvel ary 25th’ and pay 
the bill rendered 

you for that month’s service—on 
or before—February 15th. 

During the winter months it 
will he a good time for the 

farmers to clean the brush and 
hedge from beneath the elec¬ 
tric lines which will save your 

cooperative a lot of expense. 

Mary Brady, Edna Tucker and 

Zella Rohrbough attended a meet¬ 
ing at Macomb, I ecember 14th, for 

the training of office help. 

-JL. C. Marvel, Lee Murphy, Lloyd 

Dickson and Charles Siegrist at¬ 
tended the State Association board 
meeting December 16th at Spring- 
field. 

CONSTRUCTION 

Completed 20.86 miles of line. A 
total of 238 miles of the “M” sec¬ 
tion has been staked, which leaves 

28.59 miles to be staked j'et. Have 
set 59.42 miles of poles, 37.08 of 
which have no wire strung on 
them. We connected 70 new mem¬ 

bers during the month of Novem¬ 
ber. 

NEW MEMBERS 
Mary B. Kelly, Burnside; Rus¬ 

sell and Wilma Kirby, Nauvoo; 

Gilbert and Irene Rand, Augusta; 
Ed and Roma Pindell, Carthage; 

Henry and Mary Repplinger, Nau¬ 
voo; Margaret and A. E. Troutvet- 
ter. Hamilton; Anna M. Pitt, Burn¬ 

side; Floyd Simon, Hamilton. 

Lloyd Nelson, Hamilton; Eahlon 
and W'anda Lee Newton, Burnside; 

Gabe and Ellen Wilkens, Nauvoo: 
Dale N. and Cheryl F. Ovcings. Nio- 
ta; Madge and L. R. Owings, Colu¬ 
sa; E. F. and Anna Longshie, An¬ 
na and E. F. Longshie. C. T. and 

Minnie Boyes, N'ota. 

Frieda Gerhardt. Niota; Ralph 
and Ella Mackie, Niota; Lyle and 
Ethel Melvin, Basco: Raymond C. 
and Edna Furrow, Carthage; Leo¬ 
nard L. and Frances Swenson. 
Basco; C. O. and Tillie Winters. 
Basco; Stephen and Rebecca Berg- 
meier, Niota: Francis A. and Erma 
Bergmeier, Niota. 

Eldon Walker. Burnside; Wood- 
row end Loretta Wilson, Niota; Ef- 

fie M. Nichols, Carthage; Erastus 
and Eva A. Walkm* Nauvoo; Harry 
W. Thomnson. Quincy: Edwin and 

Fry Ci. Penrod. Nauvoo; Wm. J. 
and Darline Metternich, Nauvoo; 
Clvde Simpson .Hamilton. 

Ed- F. Herbert. Hamilton: 
Frank F. Law, Webster; Edwin 
Hillers. LaHarpe; R. G. Knoedler 

and Haz^!, Clovis. New Mexico- 

William S. and Lilia M. Tanner. 
Niota; Lillie Z'mmerlin. Granite 
City. 111.; Gar L. and Ralph E 

Massie. Carthage. 
Chester D. and Thelma I. Knis- 

ley, Niota; George C. Sugars, Nio¬ 
ta; Edward and Carrie Duncan 

Niota; Melvin and Gladys Koehle-. 

Basco: Frank and WTma Irene 
Sbay. Basco; John A. and Julia K. 

Koehler. Basco; Gail and EuP 

Pilkington, Nauvoo; Joseph Wilk¬ 
ens. Carthage. 

Clyod and Bonnie Mustain, Car¬ 
thage; Wayne A. and Garnett N. 

Seigfreid, E'urnside; J. H. and Nora 

Congdon, Hamilton; Lloyd I. and 
Elsie Mae Munson, Plymouth; 

Howard and Louise Kenneday, 
Plymouth; W. D. and Allie Ken¬ 
dall, Plymouth; George C. and 

Clara L. Kamm, Plymouth. 

B. L. and Della McPherson, Ply¬ 

mouth; Tempie and Cleo W. Mc¬ 
Pherson, Carthage; A. W. and Myr¬ 
tle A. Youngmeyer, Carthage; 

Glenn E. and Olive M. Corder, Ply¬ 
mouth; Lee and Inez Munson, Ply¬ 
mouth. 

Robert and Catherine Gardner, 
Carthage; Bill and Henryetta 
Finch, LaHarpe; Robert L. and 

Emerald Stevenson, Burnside; 
Frank H. and Cecelia V. Steven¬ 
son, Burnside; Earl Kendall, Ply¬ 
mouth; Charles L. and Marie Ste¬ 
vens, Blandinsville; Claude M. and 
Mary L. Dorethy, LaHarpe. / 

Herman and Lelah Swanson, La¬ 
Harpe; Ray and Stella Driskell, La¬ 
Harpe; Winnie Whitmore, La¬ 
Harpe; H. J. and Lydia Wolge- 
muth, Niota; Dareen W. and Keith 

| C. Burkhart, LaHarpe; Albert and 
Alma Anderson, LaHarpe. 

NEW APPLIANCES 
Louis E. Brackensick, range, re¬ 

frigerator, toaster, radio, clock, cof¬ 

fee maker, corn popper, blower on 
t furnace, water system. 

Dale Rawhowser, water heater 
and refrigerator. 

Kenneth DeMoss, deluxe refrig¬ 
erator. 

Leonard Perry, water heater, 
range, furnace. 

Frieda Gerhardt, deep freeze, re¬ 
frigerator, sweeper, toaster, iron. 

Frank Booz, electric range. 
Robert Gardner, water heater. 

Howard Coffman, electric range. 
Edward Habben, water heater 

and range. 
Leo Hanks, water heater. 

Howard Collins, water system, 
dishwasher. - ' 

Dale Gordon, water heater, 
range. 

W. A. Vance, water heater. 
Raymond Furrow, washing ma¬ 

chine, iron, toaster, radio, sweeper. 
Dale Dobson, water heater and 

range. 

Joseph McBride, water heater, 2 
electric pumps, furnace. 

J. L. Ewing, waterv heater, Frigi- 
daire range. 

Ward Deitrich, furnace with 
stoker and blower, water heater, 
water system. 

NOTICE 
On and after January 1st, 1949, 

there will be a change in our wir¬ 
ing specifications that all farms 

with barns and outbuildings will 
be required to have meter poles, 

and service breakers underneath 
the meter. 

NEWS FROM 
Rural Electric 

Di vernon. (11. 

RALPH V. WHITE. Mgr. 

Effective January 1, 1949. the 
Rural Electric Convenience Coop- ' 
erative office at Diver non, will be ; 
closed on Saturdays. During the 
past two and one-half years your 
office has been open until noon on 

S a t u r d a ys. So 

few of our mem¬ 
bers call at the 
office during 
those hours that 
your Board of 
Directors has 
a u t h o rized the 
closing of the of¬ 
fice all day Sat¬ 
urday. 

We ask our 

members to please remember this 
announcement as it may save 
someone the inconvenience of driv¬ 
ing some distance only to find 

that the office is closed. In the 
event of outages or any emergen¬ 
cies, call Divernon, Phone 19 and 

the call will be directed to the 
service men on duty. 

.ANNUAL MEETING 
Well folks, we can’t let this op¬ 

portunity go by without reminding 

you again of your Twelfth Annual 
Meeting to be held at the Diver- 

Ralph White 

non High School Gymnasium Mon¬ 
day, February 7, 1949. We want to 

have the largest attendance yet at 

this meeting. There will be sev¬ 
eral very important events brought 

up that will affect every member 
of yqur cooperative. We urge you 

to attend and take part in this all 

important jaeeting. As in previ¬ 
ous years aJleiljcious lunch will be 
served and njfany beautiful, tand 
useful gifts will be given away. 

COME! Bring your family, 
friends and neighbors—relax and 
enjoy the Annual Meeting of your 
cooperative. We. need you here to 
make your Twelfth Annual Meet¬ 
ing the largest and best we have 

ever had! 

SERVICE CALLS 
We want all members of our co¬ 

operative to know that service men 
are available at any time of the 
day to give you the best service 

possible. Service calls after work¬ 
ing hours are not only expensive 

to your cooperative but also work 
a hardship on the employees. You 
can help cut these expenses by re¬ 
porting outages immediately rath¬ 

er than waiting until dark or late 
afternoon. For the benefit of ab 
our new members and to all of 

you members who do not already 
know, your cooperative policy in 

regard to individual outages is as 
follows: 

1. Your cooperative will 

maintain service to the electric 
meter at no cost to the indi¬ 
vidual member unless it is dis¬ 
covered that the trouble is 

caused by some fault on the 
member’s wiring. Service will 
be restored without charge 

when the interruptions result 
from any of the following 
causes: a. Lightning, b. Squir¬ 
rels. c. Birds, d. Trees. 

2. If the trouble is found on 
the load side of the meter the 

member will be charged on a 
time and mileage basis for the 

service call. Any one of the 
following faults may he the' 
cause: a. Imporper or faulty 
wiring, b. Improper fusing, 
e. Trees or limbs on member’s 
wiring. «L Wires wrapped by 
winds, etc. 

In order to clarify the above 

statement here’s an example: Mrs. 
John Jones is busy with her many 
household duties and suddenly her 
radio stops and the lights go out. 
First she checks to see if all the 
lighting circuits are out—if not, 
she knows that it may be a fuse 
out on one of the house circuits; 

if all circuits are out, she has rea¬ 
son to believe that the trouble is 

outside and beyond her control. 

Her next step is to check 
with her neighbors who are on 
the same line to see if their 
lights- are okay. If they are, 
she knows that the twain line 
is okay and in all probability 
the trouble lies in the trans¬ 
former at her premises. She 
may even inspect the lines from 
the meter to the transformer 
to see that they are all clear 
and free from limbs etc., and 
then she is ready to report to 
the office. 
Mrs. Jones may not follow these 

various steps in the same se¬ 
quence as listed but may follow th? 
general pattern. Our service men 
are then notified and hasten to the 
scene. If the transformer fuse is 
blown it is very important to know 
the reason ■why. As stated above, 

unless the trouble was caused by 
faulty or improper wiring on the 
John Jones’ premises, they would 

not be billed for the service call. 
However, if on arriving at the scene 
our men find wires beyond the me¬ 
ter wrapped and with the insula¬ 
tion practically gone and without 

the proper fuse protection, which 
Avould cause the transformer to go 
out, then John Jones should and 
would be charged for the service 
call. 

NRECA CONVENTION 

Elsewhere in this issue you will 
read about your Seventh National 
Rural Electric Cooperative Associ- 

I NEWS FROM 
McDonough 

Power 
Macomb, 111. 

Arthur H. Peyton, Mgr. 

We want to refer you again to 

the recent issue of “Watts News” i 
in which w-e outlined to the mem¬ 

bers the various policy changes, 

namely the meter reading subject. 

It is necessary to assess the pen¬ 

alties to the members who fail to 
read their meters. Let us remind 

you that if you have not read your 

meters when you have read this 
article, fill out, and send the meter 

card to this office immediately. 

We also want 

t o remind you 

of our coopera¬ 

tive that all who 

have had service 
made available 

to them but have 
not wired their 
houses, the mini¬ 
mum bill will be 

Arthur Peyton assessed from 
the time the 

service is made available. 
i 

AUTOMATIC BREAKERS 
Approximately 25 new automate 

breakers have been installed at 

various points on your system to 
provide a better continuity of serv¬ 

ice to your premises. By placing 

these breakers at strategic points, 

makes it possible when we do have 
trouble to limit the outage to a 
much smaller area than has been 

possible before. In all cases where 

you have an outage, please make 

ation Convention to be held at New 
York City from January 30th to k 

February 3rd, 1949, and of the Spe¬ 
cial Train Party in connection with 
it. We have at our office several 
folders describing this tour. Res¬ 

ervations can be made for all mem¬ 
bers, relatives and friends of our j 
cooperative who desire to make 
this tour. The train leaves Chi¬ 
cago Friday evening, January 28th, 
and returns to Chicago Sunday, 
Februray 6th, 1949, at 9:30 a. m. 
Highlights of the tour are stops at j 
Niagara Falls, New York City, and j 

Washington, D. C. We shall be j 
glad to send one of these folders 
describing the trip in detail to any 

of our members who is interested 
in making the tour. 

APPRECIATION 
Our sincere appreciation: 
To Neal McWilliams, Farmers- 

ville. who again sent our employ¬ 

ees another crate of oranges—this 
time from Florida. Thanks a mil¬ 
lion for remembering us again this 
Christmas. 

To our membe"s who are push¬ 
ing the hedge from under our lines; 

also for cutting brush and trees 
along the lines. 

To our members who read their 
meters on time and thus cooperate 
with us in our effort to keep oper¬ 
ating expenses to a minimum. 

POWER USE CONFERENCE 
Your, cooperative was represent¬ 

ed at the second annual power use 
advisers’ conference, which was 
held in Urbana, on December 8, 9 
and 10, 1948, by Manford White 
and Charles Comer. To Frank 
Andrew of the Department of Ag¬ 

ricultural Engineering of the Uni¬ 
versity of Illinois, whom many of 
our members will remember for 

the fine demonstration on safe and 

adequate wiring which he gave at 
our 1948 Annual Meeting, goes 
much of the credit for making this 

fine meeting the success that it 
was. 

Special attention w7as given to 

the installation of water systems 
and plumbing facilities, including 

complete bathrooms. Fne demon¬ 

strations of the use of copper tub¬ 
ing were given, and both employ¬ 

ees w7ho attended agree that the 
meeting w^as very informative and 
worth-while. 

an immediate report of such out¬ 
ages after you have determined 

that your neighters on both sides 
of you are out of lights. This will 

enable us . to determine which of 
the system are interrupted. 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 
Your board president and mana¬ 

ger spent December 6, 7, and 8, in 

Washington, conferring wdth REA 

officials on matters of importance 
to your cooperative. At the same 

time there was a conference of ap¬ 

proximately 50 managers and board 

presidents from every state in the 
union attending this conference. 

Unlimited benefits are obtained by 
your cooperative in having the 

president and marager attend this 

conference in Washington. The 
problem of adequate power supply 
for your cooperative as w'ell as the 

entire state of Illinois was discus¬ 
sed with the heads of REA and 

legislative representatives from this 
area. This presents a vast problem 

to your cooperative as ivell as the 

various cooperatives in the state of 
Illinois for future adeouate power 
supply. 

POWER USE CONFERENCE 
Your electrification advisor at¬ 

tended the Power LTse Advisor’s 

Conference held at the University 
of Illinois on December 8. 9. and 
10. “Corn Drying,” “A Plumbing 

System for Your Farm,” "Septic 
Tank Installation and Cost,” and 

Copper Tubing for Plumbing” 

were some of the topics discussed 
by several speakers. 

The conference was w-ell attend¬ 
ed and information regarding the 

above topics were obtained and is 

available to any member who is 
interested. 

One of the highTghts of the 

conference was a practical 

demonstration by F. W. An¬ 
drew, assistant professor of 

Agricultural Eng. Ext. on the 
use of Covper Tubing for 

Farm Piumhing. 

If you have a hacksaw, a ham¬ 

mer, an ordinary wrench and n 15 

cent flaring tool you have all the 
tools necessary to install a water 
system with copper tubing. This 
will result in saving time as well 

as money by doing it yourself. 

Andrew stated that there were 
three main advantages of using 

Copper tubing: “First, it costs no 
more than galvanized pipe. Sec¬ 
ond, you can do the plumbing iob 

yourself. Third, copper tubing ' dll 

stand more punishment f 'm 

freezing than other pipes will. It 
is also much easier to handle and 
can be conveniently hauled in your 
car.” 

Any questions you have regard¬ 
ing plumbing, heating, etc, bring 

them to your co-op and we will 
gladly answer them or obt :in nec¬ 
essary literature. 

YEAR ENDING 
In closing the 1948’s business, the 

management and personnel as our 
Cooperative wants to express its 
sincere appreciation for the coop¬ 
eration of our many members. We 
hope that the coming year of 1949 
will bring more satisfaction with 

a greater degree of cooperation in 
meter reading, prompt payment of, 
bills, and all other matters per¬ 
taining to your cooperative opera¬ 
tion. We feel that we have had 

an extremely satisfactory year. 

W’e have accomplished many 
things, namely; bu It approxi¬ 

mately 200 miles of hue , add¬ 

ed approximately 600 members 
to our lines, built our new- fine 

headquarters building, replac¬ 
ed several obsolete and worn 

out automotive equipment and 

at the same time have built up 

a personnel of extremely eap- 

able individuals to handle the 

business and the operation of 
your cooperative. 
We want to wish each and 

everyone of you a very happy New 

Year and join with you in hopes 

that this coming year will bring 

satisfaction and happiness to you 
and your family. 



NUARY—1949 ILLINOIS REA NEWS PAGE FIFTEEN ' 

Electric Systems Pay More 
Tiaxel, Are Better Managed Than 
Private Utilities, Study Shows 

(Editor’s Note: The following article and charts are reprinted from 
the November, 1948 issue of PUBLIC POWER. It is based on a study 
made by the American Public Power Association called ’’Public Power 
Pays!”) 

The American Public Power Association—in the first 
study of its kind ever made—this month issued a compre¬ 
hensive report showing that publicly owned electric utilities 
in the United States not only charge lower rates than the 
privately .owned group, but also pay proportionately more 
taxes and are more efficiently managed. 

Entitled “Public Power Pays!” the report was written by 
the Association s general manager, Carlton L. Nau. a former 
official of the Rural Electrification Administration. The As¬ 
sociation’s study covered about 150 relatively large publicly 
owned systems, and about 300 large private systems or, in 
other words, all Class A or B utilities (those having gross 
operating revenues exceeding $250,000 annually). No Federal 
projects were included in order to keep the figures on a com¬ 
parable basis. 

In an introductory statement, 

Mr. Nau explained that the Feder¬ 
al Power Commission’s publica¬ 

tion this year of statistics of pub¬ 

licly owned systems made possible, 
for the first time, an adequate ecm- 

parison of the publicly and private¬ 

ly owned utilities. All statistics 

upon which the report was based, 

were taken from official, published 
documents. 

Most startling information 
revealed by “Public Power 
Pays!” is the material on tax 
payments. Using the term 

“taxes” to mean contributions 
to the support of government, 

public systems Is again shown 
to be at an advantage. 

“The private companies spend 

about $1.60 per $100 of revenue for 
advertising their own virtues.” the 

report asserted, “while the publicly 
owned systems, relying on low 

rates as the best means of adver¬ 
tising. spend 95 cents per $100 of 

revenue. The private utilities there¬ 

fore spend 70 per cent more for 
advertising and sales promotion. 

Apparently, however the low rates 

of the public systems are more 
convincing than the high-powered 

| advertising techniques of the pri- 

►RIVAiaY OWNED UTILITIES PAY LESS TAXES 

Amount poid in support of Government out of eoch dollar of revenue 

PUBLICLY OWNED UTILITIES PRIVATELY OWNED UTILITIES 

^ -v •• ■ :: :. 

...i. \ : 

^ 27 Hi? 19 -- 

\^cents^/ cents IjF 

municipal systems and bigness is 

supposed to promote efficiency. 

Their executives are more highly 

paid and high pay is supposed to 

command unusual ability. Above 
all, they are ‘business-managed’ 

and business management is cer¬ 

tainly supposed to result in econ¬ 

omy. That the opposite appears 

to be the fact will require some 
high level explanation — possibly 

the design of a rew slogan.” 
In examining rates of pub¬ 

licly and privately owned sys¬ 

tems, APPA found that rates of 

the publics are lower in each 
classification—residential, com¬ 
mercial and industrial—despite 

the fact that rate schedules of 
the public systems carry a pro¬ 
portionately larger tax burden 
than those of the private sys¬ 
tems. 

For example, the domestic cus¬ 

tomer served by a municipal utility 
has an average bill of about $40 

per year. For this sum he receives, 
according to the APPA report, ap¬ 

proximately 1,725 kilowatt-hours, 

which cost him about 2.32 cents 

each. The average domestic cus¬ 

tomer served by the profit utilities 

pays an annual bill of about $42.50, 

for which he receives 1.295 kilo¬ 
watt-hours, each of which cost him 

3.28 cents. The customer of the 

profit utility, therefore, pays about 

6 percent more and receives about 
one-fourth less power than does 

the customer of the service utility. 

On a kilowatt hour basis, the do¬ 

mestic customer of the profit util¬ 
ity pays more than 40 per cent 

more than if he were served by a 

service utility. 

Besides the data on rates, taxes 
and business costs, the study also 

included data on relative size of 

plant, production costs, financial 

aspects and other factors entering 
into the operation of the publicly 
and privately owned systems. 

Discuss Power Prolems 
At State Meet 

FOR 100 KILOWATT HOURS OF ELECTRICITY 
(enough electricify for family cooking for a month) 

when purchased from 

the consumer pays 

which the companies spend 

as follows: 

production, transmission, 

and distribution 

business expenses 

depreciation 

taxes and other support, 

of government 

‘return” en investment 

PUBUCLY OWNED 
UTILITIES 

PRIVATELY OWNED 
UTILITIES 

'excludes $.02 for other electric revenues 
1 excludes $.03 for other electric revenues 

NEWS FROM 
Corn Belt 

Bloomington, 111. 

T. H. HAFER, Supt. 

the study showed that publicly 

owned systems pay 27 per cent 
of their total operating reve¬ 
nues for this purpose, compar¬ 

ed with 19 per cent i—ld by the 
private utilities. The service 
systems, therefore, are showm 

to pay over 40 per cent more 
than the private systems for 
the support of government. 
The study also proved revealing 

in the matter of relative efficiency 
of operation of the publicly and 

privately owned systems. In fact, 

Mr. Nau concluded that the pri¬ 

vate systems could save their cus¬ 
tomers some $90,000,000 a year if 
they were operated with the same 
degree of efficiency as the public¬ 
ly owned group. 

Examining in detail the items 

that constitute business expenses, 
APFA found that in one of the 

largest and most important items 
—customers’ accounting and col¬ 
lecting—the cost to the public sys¬ 

tems is about $2.80 per customer. 
These same activities cost the 

private utilities approximately $3.70 
—some 30 per cent more. 

“If the private systems could 

contrive to bring their efficiency 

in this activity up to the level of 
the public utilities,” they could 
save their customers almost $30,- 

000,000 a year in this single item, 

the report stated. 
In advertising and sales pro¬ 

motion expenses, a second im¬ 
portant item in business ex¬ 
penses, the customer of the 

I vate utilities, since customers of 
: the publicly owned utilities use 

more electricity than those of the 
j profit companies. At any rate, 
1 more modesty, and less music, on 
I the part of the private utilities 

: would save their customers some 

$20,000,000 annually.” 

In still another item of manage¬ 
ment — administrative expenses— 

the private utility customers pay 

about $6.60 out of each $100 of 

revenue, while similar expenses of 

the service systems cost about $5.40, 

a difference of about 22 per cent. 
Reduction of administrative ex¬ 

penses of the private utilties to the 
level of the public systems would 
save the customers of the former 

about $40,000,000 per year, accord¬ 
ing to the APPA study. 

“One begins to wonder about 
. the efficiency of the , business 
management of the business- 
manged utilities compared to 

the service utilities,” Mr. Nau 
observed. “By comparison, the 
business-managed utilities ap¬ 

pear to spend $30,000,000 a year 

too much on the accounting and 
collecting expenses; advertis¬ 

ing and sales promotion costs 

are excessive in the amount of 
$20,000,000 and adminstrative 

costs are too high by $40,000,- 
000. In total, their business ex¬ 

penditures are excessive in the 

amount of about $90,000,000 an¬ 
nually. 
“The private companies,” Mr. 

Nau continued, “are bigger than 

(From Page One' 

Chicago, were submitted to extensive 

interrogation concerning the survey 
which the firm recently completed 

under contract for the State As¬ 
sociation. 

The concensus of those present at 

the meeting was that electric power 
supply is the most critical problem 
feeing the cooperatives, but that every 

possible solution be explored before 
a definite course of action is decided 

upon. The State Association received 

an overwhelming vote of confidence 

to proceed further into the power 
problem. 

T. H. Hafer 

We believe that every co-op mem¬ 

ber will want to put February 12th 

down on his or her calendar because 

we believe w’e have the best program 

yet for this meeting. John Strohm, 

former Prairie Farmer editor and now 

on the staff of the COUNTRY 
GENTLEMAN, has been secured for 

cur guest speaker. He will show' 
pictures w'hich he 

took in Russia, 
behind the iron 
curtain, and 

which he wras al¬ 

lowed to bring 

out of the coun¬ 
try undeveloped 

and uncensured. 

Reports are 

that he was given 

more liberty to 
see and talk w’ith the Russians and 

take pictures than any other Ameri¬ 

can. Representatives from your co-op 
saw these pictures recently and heard 

him talk. This will be a most unusual 

opportunity for our co-op members 

to get first hand a report of the con¬ 
ditions among the people and on the 

farms in Russia and some other Eu¬ 
ropean countries. 

Mark the date FEBRUARY 12, 

1949. 
★ Hr ★ 

Here is a story of how Elmer 

Schaefer, an alert co-op member 

northeast of Normal, helped a lot 
in shortening an outage on his line 

almost prevented the outage entirely. 

One day in late November, 
Mr. Schaefer noticed so much 

radio interference developed all 

of the sudden that he could 

hardly use his radio. He looked 

PROFIT UTILITIES LESS EFFICIENT 

PUBLICLY OWNED 
UTILITIES 

PRIVATELY OWNED 
UTILITIES 

In mcaunting A collecting 
I cost* per customer! 

in advertising A sales promotion 
(costs per $100 of revenue) 

in administration 
(costs per $100 of revenue) 

If the profit utilities were1 os efficient as the ; 
service utilities, they would save their consumers * 
$90,000,000 annually. * 

around some during the day but 

did not find any trouble. That 
night just after dark be lacked 
toward the line and saw a lot 

of flashing and arcing of elec¬ 

tricity at a corner pok*. He 

called the co-op and reported 

what be had seen and in a 
very few minutes a lineman 

was on his way to exact spot. 

The arcing proved to be caused t>y 
a loose clamp at this corner pole but 

just as the lineman arrived the wire 

burned in two and the lights all went 

out. 

The lineman knew exactly where 
the trouble was and it was not very 

long until he had the line grounded 
out and had made his repairs and 

kicked the switch back in. 

Many thanks to Mr. Schaefer and 

al. other members who have reported 
such incidents. Any member seeing a 

flash or an electric arc on any co-op 

pole should report it at once as it 

might enable the lineman to eliminate 
the trouble before an outage occurs. 

Following is a letter describing wnat 

has happened in hundreds ot cases 
on farms in the area served by your 

cooperative. Your directors, manage¬ 
ment and employees, of course. Know 

that these things are going ou „ut 
when we receive a letter like tne .al¬ 

lowing it makes us feel more mat 

our efforts are appreciatea. Vv c \.,on 

Mr. and Mrs. Haywood lots or plea¬ 

sure with their new electric equipment. 

Dear Sir: We are maxing our 

house modern. Have a furnace, -.—.er 

and blower, installed an electric stuve, 
water heater, bath room, an eiectnc 

pump to heat the water, stainless su.ei 

sink—all new. We have had tne ou.er 

things for some time like wasner, ..un, 
vacuum sweeper, toaster, elecinc 

pump at stock well, corn Dump, 

brooder stove, roaster, chicKen 
waterer, and lights during winter and 

several little things. Yours truly, Mr. 

and Mrs. Amos Maywood, Warrens- 

burg.” 

Managers Association 
Meets With Engineers 
Of REA in Chicago 

The State Managers Association 

met with officials of the REA En¬ 
gineering division in Chicago, No¬ 

vember 16 to consider engineering 

procedures and problems of rural 
electric cooperatives. 

Representing the REA division 

was Jack O’Shaughnessy, chief, 

and Chris Schultz, regional engi¬ 

neer. Managers.’ Association Presi¬ 

dent L. C, Groat of Spoon-River 

Electric Cooperative, presided. 

Thirty-four •co-op managers and 

personnel were present. Many re¬ 

mained to attend the National 

Farm Electrification conference 

wrhich began the following day. 

Plenty of lime not Tonly makes 

makes more pasture, but also 

makes the grass richer in the 
calicum which livestock need. 
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Illinois Women Take Leading 
Part In National Conference 

of the Illinois Val ' 

ley Electric coop ji 
era five, Princeton, s 

declared that "our ;; 

farm chores have : 

been lightened and : 

brightened by elec- I 

tricity.' - | 

We can now | 

devote much more 

time to community 
paoded farm activi 

the farmwife being 

she can now be a 1 
can participate wit 

‘ The home should be the center of every woman’s interest— 
but not the circumference,” was the practical bit of advice 
given to farm women by a farmer’s wife at the third National 
Farm Electrification conference in Chicago. 

The woman was Mrs. C. R. Watters, whose husband farms 
near Dwight. Mrs. Watters and three other farm women par¬ 
ticipated in a panel discussion on the changes electricity has 
brought to their farm and com-   
munity lives j up in the wash tub on Saturday 

4lT. t . , , , . ,. , I night in order to save hot water 
It we tried to hire a hired man 

to do the things on the farm that 
electricity does, we just couldn’t 

find him.- Electricity has given me 

time to live and grow up with the 
family. It has given me time to take 

an interest in outside activities and 

to see that my children receive the 
proper social and educational ad¬ 

vantages to make their mark in life, ’ 

Mrs. Watters asserted. 

Brightens Life 

Mrs. Edith Kays, Ottawa, and 

  , ex- 

Instead of 
; a housekeeper, 

homemaker and 

....I- her husband 
in social affairs,” she told the 300 

delegates at the conference. 

i during the bathing ritual, and har 

mother’s weekly ordeal in exchang¬ 
ing hot for cold irons while doing 

the ironing. For women who take 

advantage of electric power, she 
said, the days of such burdens are 

only a nightmare. 

“Today, farm living has all the 

advantages of city living, and even 
more. We have quietness, simpli¬ 

city, safety from streets, modern 

lighting, and pumping systems, 

electric stoves and refrigeration. 
We have modern, automatic kitch¬ 

en and laundry appliances, and en¬ 

tertainment devices,” she declared. 

Mrs. Talleur, summing up the 

sentiments of the speakers, de¬ 
clared: 

“No person is more interested in 

the welfare of the world, and no 

one is more willing to work more 

sincerely to sustain that welfare, 

than the modern farm wife. Elec¬ 

tricity has given to the world an 

invaluable leader by freeing her 

from unnecessary and burdensome 
tasks and giving her a chance to 

devote her free time to heretofore 

unknown horizons.” 

“In our cattle business,” Mrs. 

Kays pointed out, “we find that 

electricity is certainly necessary 

for running water, feed grinding, 

tank water heater, and particularly 
useful is the silo unloader which 

eliminates crawling up the silo to 

unload feed by hand.” 

Other farm chores have been 

simplified and made more pleas¬ 
ant. she told her audience. “In 

addition, electricity has wrought 

many improvements in the life of 

rural communities benefiting all 

members of the farm community.” 

Desire To Improve 

Another member of an Illinois 
co-op board of directors, Mrs. Clara 
Talleur of Greenville, told the audi¬ 

ence that electri¬ 

city has created 

in her a desire 

to improve her- 
self and the 

standard of liv¬ 

ing of her fam¬ 

ily.. She is a di¬ 
rector of South¬ 

western Electric 

C ooperat ive, 

Greenville. 

“Electricity has given me the ex¬ 

tra time to seek to improve my 
family's cultural standard. My 

children can go on through high 
school and college because there is 

less demand for their services on 
the farm. It has given me a feel¬ 
ing of equality, and it has even 

created a desire in me to make 
myself more attractive. 

“More free time will be reflected 
in newly assumed leadership in 
community, state and national af¬ 

fairs by farm wives. Through our 

rural electric co-ops, we are given 

a wonderful medium of learning 

how to express ourselves.” 

The contrast of farm life of a 

generation ago with today was viv¬ 

idly expressed by Mrs. Helen 

Warns, Walbridge, Ohio: 

“Electricity has taken drudgery 

and dread out of being a farmer’s 
wife,” she declared. “I recall as 

a child that farmers used to go to 

the city to retire. Today, they can 

retire on the farm with equal com¬ 

fort and advantages,” she added. 

NEWS FROM 
Illinois Valley 

Princeton, III. 

F. I. RUBLE, Mgr. 

Mailing Address: 430 South 
Main Street 

Telephone: 135 
Office ours: 8:00 A. M. to 5 

P. M. (Monday through Sat¬ 
urday) 

Telephone Numbers for Out¬ 
ages: 
In case of interrupted service 

at any time other that the regu¬ 
lar office hours, call one of the 
following numbers: 

Milford Jontz, General Fore¬ 
man, Phone 288, Princeton 

Floyd Christiansen, Mainten¬ 
ance Foreman, Phone 2889, 
Princeton 

Dale F. Long, agriculture teach¬ 
er in Galva High School, and Ken¬ 

neth L. Jones, of the John Swaney 

School at McNabb, accompanied F. 

I. Ruble, Illinois Valley Coopera¬ 

tive Manager, to Urbana to attend 
the Power Use 
Advisor’s C o n- 

ference on Dec. 

8, 9 and 10, at 

the University 
of Illinois. The 
highlights of the 

Conference were 
information and 

demonstration on 

F. I. Ruble the use of C°P- 
per tubing for 

plumbing installation on the farm, 

the value of incandescent and 

fluorescent lighting, and corn dry¬ 

ing. The conference was well at¬ 

tended by Agriculture teachers, 

power Use advisors, Four-H Lead¬ 

ers and others interested in the use 
of electricity to a better advantage 

on the farm and in the home. 

Illinois Valiev Cooperative was 

very happy to have the teachers 

attend the Conference. It is the 

intention of the Cooperative to be¬ 
come better acquainted with the 

problems of all agriculture teach¬ 

ers and it hopes to be able to ex¬ 

change valuable information with 
all of the teachers in the area cov¬ 

ered by the Cooperative. 

Saturday Bath 

Mrs. Warns laughingly recalled 

the days when all children doubled 

HOME BURN'S 

The beautiful, modern farm home 
of Mr. and Mrs Lloyd Coddington, 

Ceremony Marks Coimeetien 
of 3000th Member To Lines 
of Adams Elec trie Co-oo 

two miles North of Princeton, was 
totally destroyed by fire Thursday 
evening, Dec. 9. Damage was esti¬ 

mated at approximately 812,000. 

The fire broke out on the south 

side of the roof and was discovered 
by Mr. Coddington about 5 o’clock, 

but was out of control before the 

Princeton Fire Department could 
reach the scene. The household 

goods was all saved. 

iimimiiimiiiiimiiiiiiiHiiinmiiiiiiii 
Correction! 

The ILLINOIS REA NEWS 
sincerely apologizes to Illi¬ 

nois Valleye Electric Coopera¬ 
tive and its manager, Mr. 

Floyd Ruble. Through an er¬ 
ror, the December issue car¬ 

ried incorrect identifications of 

Manager Ruble. 

IIIIIIIIIIIIIIII1IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII 

Miss Hazel Steffey, daughter 
of Mr. ana Mrs. J. J. Steffey 

of Buda, wno entertained at 

the annual meeting on Septem¬ 
ber 28 with accordion and vocal 

selections, recently appeared 

for the Sterling Lions Club at 

Jul’s farm, Rock Falls, and was 

also invited by an organization 
of Moline, for a Christmas 

party on December 17. 

Roy Morris and son of Tiskilwa, 

have purchased the registered 

Brown Swiss Bull, Wonder Master’s 

Alonzo No. 80485, from Everett 

Bickett of Princeton. 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Foster of 

Buda were honored December 3, 

at a surprise party arranged by 
their children, in celebration of 

their 35th wedding anniversary. 
The former Grace Hartley and 

Ernest Foster were married De¬ 

cembers 3, 1913, in Buda and have 

farmed near Bradford since that 
time. 

Mr. and Mrs. Roy Hanson cele¬ 

brated their silver anniversary on 
Sunday, Nov. 28, at an informal re¬ 

ception at their home, attended by 

more than 150 relatives and friends. 
Mr. and Mrs. Hanson reside on a 

farm near Wyanet. 

MARRIAGES 
Lois Tragordh, daughter of Mr. 

and Mrs. Malcolm Tragordh, and 

Harold Richards, son of Mr. and i 
Mrs. Fay Richards, were married j 
Dec. 14. The couple spent two j 

weeks touring the South and visit- I 
ing in Florida, and on their return j 
established residence on a farm, 
Route 5, near Princeton. 

John Scharff, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Fred Scharff of near Wya¬ 

net, was married November 20 
at Granite City, to Miss Ruth 

Frohardt, daughter of Mr. and 

Mrs. Elmer F. Frohardt, of 

that city. They are now resid¬ 
ing at Wyanet. 

Donald H. Lorenzen, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Norman Lorenzen, was 

married November 28 to Miss Lois 

Hildebz-and, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Paul Hildebrand, Sr., of 

Princeton. Mr. Lorenzen is associ¬ 

ated with his father in farming. 
Miss Virginia Bates, daugh¬ 

ter of Mr. and Mrs. Laurence 
Bates, of Neponset, became the 

bride of Raymond Hefner, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Erich Hepner 
of Kewanee, on Sunday after¬ 

noon, November 28, at a pretty 
wedding in the Neponset Meth¬ 
odist Church. Following a 

wedding trip through the South, 

they have returned to a farm 

near Kewanee to make their 

home. 

Miss Lois Green and Robert 

Grubb, Buda High School alumni, 

were married Nov. 27, at Buda, and 

are making their home temporari¬ 

ly with the bride’s parents. They 

expect to establish their farm resi¬ 

dence in the early spring. Mr. 

Grubb is the son of Mr. and.Mrs. 

Forrest Grubb of Buda. His bride 

is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 

Carl Green, also of Euda. 

CHRISTMAS GOLFER 

LeRoy Hard, of the Illinois Val¬ 

ley office staff, overestimated his 

favorite in a reoonfc basketball 
nvitch, and as n result meditated 

Impressive ceremonies marked 

the connecting of the 3,000th mem¬ 

ber to the lines of the Adams 

Electrical Cooperative, Camp 

Point, on Monday, November 15th. 
Honored in the ceremonies were 

Mr. and Mrs. George S. (Doc) Mc¬ 

Coy of Brown county, to whose 

farm home the installation was 

made. 

As result of the occasion, 

both the cooperative and the 

McCoy family received exten¬ 
sive publicity from Quincy 

newspapers and radio stations 
as well as from other local and 
daily papers in the area. 

Friends and neighbors of the 
McCoys gathered at the farm 
along with officials of the co¬ 

operative to witness the instal¬ 
lation of the meter w'hich sig¬ 

nified the connecting of the 

farmstead with the high line 

power. 

Participating in the ceremonies 

was Dean Searles, manager of the 

Adams Electrical Cooperative, who 
paid tribute to the McCoys and 

other farm families along the new 

extension for their fine work in 
helping set up the lines. Accord¬ 

ing to Searls this type of cooper¬ 

ation has made it possible for 700 

farm homes to be connected in 

the first lO1/!* months of 1948. 

The honor of setting the 3000th 

meter was given to Simon R. Car¬ 
penter, who is distribution super¬ 

intendent for the Adams Co-op, 
and has charge of the line crews 

in Adams, Brown and Schuyler 

counties. McCoy, the farm owner, 
then snapped the switch which 

turned on a 300 watt lamp in¬ 

stalled near the top of a pole to 
floodlight the barn lots and light a 
path through the barnyard to the 

house. 

Roy MeCaskill of Timewell, 
co-op director from Brown 

county, was also present and 

remarked over his happiness at 
seeing the 3,000th home con¬ 

nected and, in addition, ex¬ 

pressed his hope of seeing all 

the families of Adams, Brown 
and Schuyler counties enjoy 

the benefits of electrification. 
If McCaskill’s wish comes true, 

the Co-op will eventually serve 

between five and six thousand 
farm families. 
AH the members of the McCoy 

j family expressed joy at being able 

to use modern comforts they have 

dreamed of. McCoy plans a ma¬ 

chine shop with power saws, drills, 
grinders and an electric welder. 

His hobby shop in the basement 
will now be powered with electric 

wood-working tools. 

Mrs. McCoy spoke of a new 

electric refrigerator, a deep freeze, 
and, of course, new equipment for 
lessening washing day chores. 

Speaking in behalf of the presi¬ 
dent, of the Co-op, Roy Sharrow of 

Golden who was in Chicago on 
co-op business, was John Sargent, 
Rushville, Schuyler county co-op 
director and vice-president of the 

Adams Cooperative. In his re¬ 

marks, Sargent recalled the early 

days of the Co-op and the diffi¬ 

culties experienced in building the 
first 400 miles of line in Adams 

county. The first meter was set j 
in 1939. 

Particularly significant was 

his recalling of the difficulty in 

convincing farmers in those 

early days “that electricity on 

the farm was a necessity not a 

over his error in judgment while 

shooting 18 holes of golf on Christ¬ 

mas Day. Win or lose, it was a 

field day for spectators, because 

had Mr. Hard been correct in his 
prediction, our manager would 

have to spend the day on the banks 

of one of the local fishermen’s 
haunts. 

luxury.” / 

In measuring the progress of the 

organization, Sargent pointed out 

that from three persons it has 

grown to a business employing 53 

people. From a one-truck organi¬ 
zation it has grown to its present 

fleet of 50 vehicles. The co-op now 

has 1100 miles of lines. 

Summing up, he added that the 

co-op has grown from an “idea” to 

a two and one-half million dollar 

corporation. 

Wickard Calls For 
Research in Rural 
Electrification 

(From Page One) 

rodents, weevils, mold, and fire, in 

part due to poor conditioning and 

inadequate storage. That 10 per 
cent loss would break any other 

industry, and is no doubt splatter¬ 

ing red ink on many farm account 

ledgers. This year alone—a normal 
year—corn spoilage from improper 

drying will exceed our total foreign 

demand under the Marshall plan,” 

he asserted. 

Turner added: “Other types of 

conditioning also are being sug¬ 

gested as research moves further 

into the application of electric en¬ 
ergy on the farm, including cool¬ 

ing and refrigeration and treat¬ 

ments with various kinds of elec¬ 

tric radiation. 

“High-frequency radiation so far 

has had little opportunity to dem¬ 

onstrate its usefulness in agricul¬ 

ture. It has been suggested, how¬ 

ever, that by this means milk can 

be pasteurized and homogenized in 

one operation, enzymatic action in 

grains controlled, and the bacteria 

in eggs that transmit certain poul¬ 
try diseases destroyed. The possi¬ 

bilities in seed selection for via¬ 
bility by use of electricity as well 

as treatment for possible growth 
stimulation are another fertile field 

for exploration,” Turner explained. 

Comparing the contribution of 

power in industry with agriculture, 
Dean H. P. Rusk, of the Illinois 

College of Agriculture, declared 

that “during the last century, 

mechanical power per factory 

worker has increased, wages have 

increased, and living standards for 
all have risen. In general, the ap¬ 

plication of power to farm work 

has been just as effective." 
Emphasizing the value of com¬ 

munity leadership and united ac¬ 
tion to improve rural conditions, 

the dean added: 

“The agriculture extension serv¬ 
ice has been a potent factor in 

developing group action among 

rural people. In no part of our 

advancing farm economy has group 

action been more effective than in 
expansion of use of electrical en¬ 
ergy.” 

John Strohm. associate editor of 
Country Gentleman, told the audi¬ 

ence that American farm products 
can be sold at a lower price on the 

world market then farm produce 
from the most underdeveloped 
countries paying less than a tenth 
our wage scale. 

“America’s high standard of liv¬ 

ing has been an asset, not a hind¬ 

rance, in competitive world trading 

because we have learned to offset 
higher production costs by superior 

efficiency. We have the cheapest 

labor in the world in electricity,” 

he explained. 

Clarence Reeds, president of the 

Oklahoma Statewide Electric Coop¬ 
erative, praised the role of state 

REA papers in promoting power 

utilization in a discussion of the 

contribution of power suppliers in 

informing and helping farm fami¬ 

lies electrically. A. E. Becker, 

manager of the Illinois statewide, 

praised the delegates for seeking 

to promote rural electrification. 


