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Power Co-op Foe ‘Trys 
To Smear Farmers By 
Distortion of Facts’ 

President Edward P. Ohren of the Illinois Statewide Power 
Cooperative characterized the allegations of Joseph Meek, ex¬ 
ecutive secretary of the Illinois Federation of Retail Associ¬ 
ations, as “distortions of fact.” 

“Mr. Meek is performing a disservice to the retailers of the 
state by his attempts to ‘smear the efforts of 105,000 farmers 

to provide their own power 

YOU MIGHT CALL these 
“cooperative" turkeys. They’ve 
been raised with the help of 
co-op electricity and when they 
come out of the oven on 
Thanksgiving Day, they'll be 
devoured with a great deal of 
enthusiastic cooperation. 

August Onken of near Ha¬ 

vana displays one of the big 
birds which he raises to grace 
the dinner table of fellow 
Americans for the traditional 
Thanksgiving feast. 

He produces some 1,400 tur¬ 
keys on his farm which is serv¬ 
ed by Menard Electric Co¬ 

operative of Petersburg. The 
electricity figures importantly 
in his operations, pumping the 
thousands of gallons of water 
necessary for the flock and 
heating the brooders to get the 
birds started on their way to 
the Thanksgiving dinner table. 

No Co-op Can Afford to Neglect Member 
Education, REA Administrator Declares 

Unless a cooperative oper¬ 
ates on the basis of full mem¬ 
bership understanding and par¬ 
ticipation, it is in danger from 
both within and without,” is 
tiie warning which REA Ad¬ 
ministrator Claude R. Wick- 
ard gave to the more than 350 
members present at the 
NRECA, Region Five, meeting 
at Madison, Wis. 

The administrator said, “the 
external danger is that the 
members of such a co-op are 
likely to be easily influenced 
by anti-co-op propaganda— 
such as that of NTEA—and 
by commercial power company 
offers to buy out the cooper¬ 
ative at bargain rates.” 

The internal danger,” 
Wickard declared, “is that 
there may be opportunities or 
tendencies for individuals or 
cliques to pursue personal 
issues or selfish interests with¬ 
out regard to the long-range 
interests of the co-op.” 

Member Education 

Wickard pointed out that 
the “job of member education 
is so important,” that he could 
not see how any co-op could 
safely afford to neglect or de¬ 
fer it. He went on to say that 
he realized that it “takes time 
and planning to develop a com¬ 
prehensive educational pro¬ 
gram, but that the important 
thing is to get started as soon 
as possible.” 

The REA chief said that 
more than 300 co-ops were 
now employing full-time edu¬ 
cation workers. W i c k a r d 
stressed that the employment of 
such workers is advocated by 
REA, and that “REA is ready 
to give as much assistance as 

possible m their selection and 
training.’ 

Administrator Wickard ex¬ 
plained that these “electrifica¬ 
tion advisers are not only 
helpful in teaching members to 
make the most effective and 
ecnomical use of electricity on 
the farm, but that “they can 
also be extremely valuable in 
helping members to better un¬ 
derstand their co-op and in 
building up member loyalty 
and member responsibility.” 

Praises Co-ops 

W i c k a r d praised the 
achievements of the co-ops 
during the past year. He point¬ 
ed out that it was their sin¬ 

cerity and unselfish determin¬ 
ation “to see that everyone re¬ 
ceives the benefits of the REA | 
program, which have been the patronage dividends which ac- 
driving force in the extension crue. 

Co-op Doesn’t 
Undersell Its 
Competitors 

A. F. Lentz, manager of 
Southeastern Electric Cooper¬ 
ative of Harrisburg, 111., brand¬ 
ed as “false and without foun¬ 
dation,” charges made by the 
Illinois Federation of Retail 
Associations against the co¬ 
op’s electric appliance mer¬ 
chandizing department, 

“The co-op sells appliances 
at the same list price as does 
any other dealer. There is no 
government money involved 
whatsoever,” Lentz said in re¬ 
futing the charges that the co¬ 
op uses government funds to 
buy appliances and then un¬ 
dersells local merchants, 

“Futhermore, the co-op sells 
only to its members, the man¬ 
ager said. “Of course, by do¬ 
ing business cooperatively, the 
members are entitled to any 

of rural lines. Service is reach¬ 
ing people, who would still be 
in darkness if it were not for 
co-op’s efforts, 

Wickard called particular 
attention to the power question. 
“What you should seek is not 
just a good source of power,” 
he declared, “but it should be 
the best source. 

The administrator noted the 
existing REA-financed gener¬ 
ating plants and said that they 
have helped in reducing rates, 

(Continued on Page Twenty) 

‘Farmer’s Right' 
“What Joseph T. Meek, sec¬ 

retary of the Federation and 
the Federation oppose is the 
farmer s right to serve his own 
needs. They even suggested 
we turn over the co-op elec¬ 
tric lines to the utility com¬ 
panies, the same companies 
which refused to serve our 
members.” 

“Even Mr. Meek admitted 
at the meeting of some 200 
merchants in Harrisburg re- 

(Continued On Page Four) 

More Telephones For Farmers 
Existing rural telephone sys¬ 

tems have been given a “shot 
in the arm. This should mean 
more telephones for farmers. 

Congress recently passed 
the Rural Telephone Act which 
authorizes REA to make loans 
for expanding and improving 
rural telephone service. 
. Under the provisions of the 

act, the administrator, in mak¬ 
ing loans, must give preference 
to rural telephone systems, 
which are now in operation. 
This preference will last ior 
one year. 

After the first year, the ap¬ 
plications of other organiza¬ 
tions desiring to provide phone 
service, may be approved. 
What this means to the elec¬ 
tric co-ops is that they may 
apply for loans now, but must 

wait a year before their loans 
can be approved. • 

Passed July 
The bill, known as the Hill- 

Poage Act, was passed by the 
House of Representatives in 
July. The Senate amended the 
bill and passed it October 5. A 
joint House-Senate conference 
revised the differences, and the 
present bill was passed Octo¬ 
ber 18. 

The changes made in the 
joint conference were; 

(1) AH limitations on the 
number of rural subscribers a 
system may have was removed. 
(It had been set at 1500, then 
2500.) 

(2) During the first year, 
applications submitted by 
phone systems already serving 
in rural areas must be acted 
upon before any applications 
from new systems, co-ops or 

mutuals can be considered. 
(This is a compromise on the 
former provision that only ex¬ 
isting companies could apply 
in the first six months or the 
first year.) 

Section Striker 
(3) The section providing 

that the administrator's decis¬ 
ion on duplication of service is 
final was striken. (The admin¬ 
istrator must submit in writing 
his reasons for determining 
that there is no duplication of 
lines, facilities or systems pro- 
v i d i n g reasonably adequate 
service in the area.) 

The bill will amend the Rural 
Electrification Act to provide 
for rural telephones. One pro¬ 
vision of the act empowers the 
administrator to make loans to 
refinance a part of the in¬ 
debtedness of present rural 
phone systems. 

sources as ‘socialistic’. 
“It is inconceivable that Mr. 

Meek or retailers should be 
against rural electrification 
when the merchants have ben- 
efitted so substantially by the 
establishment of rural electric 
co-ops. I am confident that 
merchants in rural areas will 
not be fooled by- Meek’s prop¬ 
aganda. 

‘Cloaking Reason’ 
“Certainly Mr. Meek must 

be cloaking his real reason for 
opposing the power co-op, for 
it has no connection with the 
retail merchandizing business. 
He has tried to blow up’ a con¬ 
troversy in one co-op area, and 
use it as an excuse to attack 
the power co-op. 

“The truth of the matter is 
that only three co-ops in the 
state sell retail appliances, and 
the business they do represents 
a very small percent of the 
hundreds of millions of dollars 
worth of business which the 
merchants have done because 
of the rural electric co-ops. 
These farmers would not have 
been customers for any kind of 
electrical appliance had it not 
been for the co-ops. 

“It is obvious, however, that 
Mr. Meek doesn’t know the 
facts, nor does he care to. His 
kind of ‘smear propaganda is 
of the same type which the 
rural electrification program 
faced at its inception. 

Not Wasteful 
“Meek charges a power co- 

(Continued on Page Twenty) 

WELCOME 
To the members of Ed¬ 

gar Electric Cooperative 
Association of Paris, whose 
board of directors recently 
voted to send them the Illi¬ 
nois REA News, we extend 
a hearty welcome. 

The Illinois REA News 
is the official publication of 
the Association of Illinois 
Electric Cooperatives to 
which all co-op members in 
the state belong. At present 
83,000 members of 21 Illi¬ 
nois electric co-ops receive 
this publication. 

Our new readers will find 
a column of local co-op 
news in next month’s issue. 
In addition, there are many 
other features including na¬ 
tional, state and local news, 
woman’s sections, youth sec¬ 
tion, and information on use 
of electricity, which provide 
something of interest for 
every member of the farm 
family. There is a free pat¬ 
tern service for homemakers 
(see page 11) and all woman 
readers are invited to make 
full use of it. 
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Smear Campaign 
If there is a single co-op director, manager, or member wh 

naively believes that the co-ops are out of the woods, let him 
take heed!’ Let him arouse himself from his serene trance of 
“self-satisfied apathy ’ and he will find that his opponents are 
grimly determined to smash the co-ops and they’re on his door¬ 
step right now. 

Following the “call to arms’’ in the battle against rural 
electric co-ops which the CHICAGO TRIBUNE blared forth 
in loud, editorial distortions, Joseph Meek, executive secretary 
of the Illinois Federation of Retail Associations, sprang into 
action. Why the Retail Associations is so incensed against the 
co-ops is difficult to figure out. It was because of the co-ops 
that retailers have sold hundreds of millions of dollars worth of 
wiring, appliances, etc. which they could not have sold to 
farmers without electricity. 

Could it be that the merchants don t like to hear their cash 
registers ring? Hardly. And it isn t only the appliance dealers 
who have benefitted so substantially, but nearly all the rest of 
the merchants in co-op areas. Sizeable co-op payrolls are spent 
locally. 

In a recent letter to Illinois merchants. Meek stated: “if you 
wish to protest the encroachment of the Federal Government 
into private business, both as a merchant competing with the 
Government and as a citizen alarmed over the growth of social¬ 
ism, the way is open to you.’ He goes on to suggest the mer¬ 
chants send letters of protest to their Congressmen. 

By some inexplicable reasoning. Meek is trying to base his 
attack against the power co-op on the grounds that it will offer 
competition to retail merchants. How he arrives at such a con¬ 
clusion is beyond explanation. The power co-op will be selling 
wholesale electricity. So far as we know, there isn t a retailer 
in the state who sells this product. The co-op will compete with 
the private utilities and it is not the merchants Meek is cham¬ 
pioning but the “monopolistic power interests. ’ 

Meek fails to tell the merchants why the farmers of the 
state do not have the right to generate and transmit their own 
power. He merely calls it wasteful. How could it be 'waste¬ 
ful for 105.000 farmers to save themselves $2,000,000 a year 
in electricity costs which a power co-op would enable them to 
do? It would only be “wasteful ' to pay the excessive whole¬ 
sale power rates the present suppliers charge. 

Meek is attempting to confuse the issue and distort the 
facts. The power co-op would not compete with merchants nor 
would it cost them anything since it would be self-liquidating. 
On the other hand, it would mean more profits for the mer¬ 
chants. 

A GOOD WIND' 

THAT BLOWS J 

HO ONE ILL/ 
fl'is grapl! slwws the increase in farms with electric senkt 

durng the M fears of the RH-financed rwal KKtrifkafitn pro¬ 
gram. liny memter of hate farm families car. te< ymi how much 
that service means. 

AT WHOSE EXPENSE? At th* ex- 
pens* of tkostt farm families, no costs to 
anyone else but tbe benefits spread 

am one thousand* of others—on and off 
the farm. 

WERE THE PRIVATE UTILITIES 
HARMED? The answer i* NO/ The 
REA-financed rural electrification pro* 
gram increased their profits. Fourteen 
years ago they said they could not serve 
these farms. Now that the farms have 
electricity, the rural electric systems 
serving them pay the private utilities 
530,000,000 00 a year for electricity— 

power that would have no market with* 
out those rural electrics. The wholesale 

private utilities are making a profit they 
would not have had. 

Rsfil fMriltat 
by REA fiftMMrf 

m m t«» 

WHAT IS THE COST TO THE 
TAXPAYER? Noth***. Loans made by 
the Rural Electrification Administration 
to farmer utilities are repaid with inter* 
est. Already over 5200.000,600 in interest 
and principal have been paid on tl>ese 
loans by tbe rural electric systems 
throughout the Nation, inefodmg our 

EVERYONE HAS BENEFITED. 
Now that the program has such an excel* 
lent record of stability, there are those 
who would like to htcrtosr their benefit* 

hut no one who has not benefited. 

refunds that patrons of a co-op A. 6 P. would get, if any, would 
not be tax free. The patron would have already paid income 
tax on all the money he spent in the A. & P.' The refund would 
represent an overcharge he paid for the goods he bought for 
his household. No one has to pay additional taxes on refunds 
on consumable commodities. 

Furthermore, Mr. Mason doesn t explain that the A. 6 P. 
doesn t have to become a co-op to refund money to its custom¬ 
ers. It could do so now. 

Lastly, Mr. Mason did not explain that he is not “impartial” 
on the question of making non-profit co-ops pay profit taxes. 
But he did not have to explain. It is too obvious. 

Meek is also attempting to discredit co-ops by making it 
appear that rural electric systems are competing with them in 
the electric appliance business. The truth is that three of the 27 
co-ops in the state do handle appliances, but do an infinitesi¬ 
mal part of the appliance business with co-op members of the 
state. 

It is not likely that merchants in rural co-op areas will fall 
for Meek's “distortions' or smear propaganda’ because they 
could hardly forget how much business they have received from 
co-op members. In addition, co-ops actively help merchants 
promote their appliances. 

It is likely, however, that Mr. Meek and the CHICAGO 
TRIBUNE and others who are so blinded by prejudice, will 
never accept the truth about co-ops—that they are free, tax- 
paying, private enterprise and are not government subsidized. 

Others spreading smear propaganda include the National 
Tax Equality Association and its Illinois champion. Congress¬ 
man Noah Mason. They don't like co-ops either, but they re 
attacking them from a different angle; namely, to strangle co¬ 
ops by unjustified taxation. 

Though the anti-co-op attacks are unjustified and are based 
on ignorance and prejudice, still co-ops cannot afford to take 
them lying down. They must be ready and willing to protect 
their co-ops from the common foe who is determined to destroy 
them. 

Mr. Mason Doesn’t Explain 
John Hartford, head of the A. & P. grocery chain, is re¬ 

ported to have said that he will, turn the A. & P. into a co¬ 
operative if the government wins the anti-trust suit against it. 
“I’ll sell shares in the enterprise to the people of our country, 
and they will get tax-free patronage dividends. If it is illegal to 
run the business the way we are doing it, then we 11 run it 
on a legal tax-free basis." 

Cong. Noah Mason (15th Illinois district) quoted Mr. Hart¬ 
ford. The Congressman attempts to make capital of the state¬ 
ment adding it to his stock of tax the co-ops arguments. 

Mr. Mason, however, did not point out that if the A. & P. 
became a co-op. it would still have to pay taxes on all the in¬ 
come it did not give back to the patrons, but which it choose 
to keep instead. 

Moreover, Mr. Mason did not explain that the patronage 

You May One Day Be 
Wearing Clothes Of 
New Fiber From Corn 

Vicara—a textile fiber made from corn—is soon to provide 
a new use for the chief crop of Illinois farmers. Vicara (a 
trade name of the Virginia-Carolina Chemical Corporation 
of Taftville, Connecticut) is made from Zein, a pure protein 
extracted from corn which has 
fiber production because of the 
structure of the protein mole¬ 
cule. 

Although a number of fib-' 
rous proteins can be used in tex¬ 
tile fiber manufacture, such as 
casein (from milk), soybean 
protein, chicken keratin, egg 
albumin and others, the zein 
obtained from corn lends itself 
best for commercial fiber pro¬ 
duction. 

Began In 1948 
Commercial production of 

Zein for use in textile fibers be¬ 
gan late in 1948. However, the 
chemical history of Zein goes 
back to 1821 when the protein 
was extracted by John Gor¬ 
ham at Harvard University. 
The first United States patent 
of Zein fibers was granted in 
1935. Both private and govern¬ 
ment research laboratories have 
been engaged in the study of 
this material. 

There are less than a dozen 
factories in the world which 
produce fibers from plant 
proteins. The only corn fiber 
plant in operation is the pre- 

been found ideally suited for 

viously mentioned Vicara 
company. As a result, pro¬ 
duction of the fiber is at pres¬ 
ent limited. Potentially some 
hundred million pounds of 
Zein are available annually. 

Commercial production of 
the Zein fiber is a complicated 
process. Protein molecules in 
their natural state in Zein. are 
curled up like tangled knitting 
yarn. To make Vicara, the pro¬ 
tein molecules are uncoiled, tied 
together chemically and 
stretched and tied tighter and 
fixed. The degree of tightness 
of the chemical connection de¬ 
termines the quality of the 
fiber. 

Travels Far 
In the chemical and mechan¬ 

ical development of the fibers 
into suitable condition for com¬ 
mercial use, more than 14 miles 
are travelled in the factory as 
the Zein is converted to the 
patented Vicara. 

The new fiber made from 
corn has a number of proper¬ 
ties that make it desireable | 

for use in textile manufac¬ 
ture. Among them can be 
listed the following: 
The fiber is very much like 

natural wool in warmth, elas¬ 
ticity, water repelling and ap¬ 
pearance. It is odorless, and 
less inflammable than cellulose 
fibers (those made from cot¬ 
ton and wood). It is highly 
resistant to mildew and bac¬ 
teria and completely repells 
moths and carpet beetles. It 
resists the effects of age and 
sunlight better than animal 
fibers. 

Can Be Dyed 
The new protein fiber can 

be dyed in the conventional 
methods now used with wool. 
It is not damaged by dry 
cleaning and is shrink resist¬ 
ant in cenventional launder¬ 
ing. Zein-fiber is non-itching 
and has never been known to 
cause an allergy. 

The corn fiber is used for 
blending with existing fibers 
to produce textiles of new 
beauty and quality. It is used 
in worsted and wool knits 
and is blended with cotton. 
New qualities are added to 
rayons, nylons, acetates and 
other synthetic fibers when 
zein is blended with them. 
No unusual difficulties have 
been experienced with the 
fiber in the dyeing, spinning 
and weaving processes. 
The fiber wull be used in 

making women's dress goods, 
women's suitings, men’s suit¬ 
ings, sports clothes, infants’ 
wear, knit goods, hosiery, up¬ 
holstery and novelty fabrics. 

In the opinion of the devel¬ 
opers of this new material, this 
man-made protein fiber pro¬ 
duced from corn is the best yet 
offered to American industry. 

A & P May Become 
Consumer Co-op 

Last month the head of the 
Great Atlantic and Pacific gro¬ 
cery chain announced that if 
the company should lose the 
government s anti-trust suit 
against them, it had a last re¬ 
sort.’ 

John Hartford, head of the 
A. and P. chain, was reported 
as saying, “If the government 
wins, I will convert the whole 
works into the biggest con¬ 
sumer cooperative in the coun¬ 
try.” 

Hartford said that he would 
sell shares to the people of the 
country, and that they would 
get tax-free patronage div¬ 
idends. However, Jerry Voor- 
his, secretary of the Cooper¬ 
ative League, termed Hart¬ 
ford s statement “fasematmg, 
but somewhat misleading,” 

Must Pay Taxes 
Voorhis said, the A. and 

P., as a co-op, would still have 
to pay taxes on all income 
which it retained and which it 
was not obligated to retuan to 
its patrons. Moreover, it would 
also be required t» pay *11 tbe 
other taxes it now pays.” 

Voorhis pointed out that "It 
is begging the facts to imply, 
that by merely changing the 
patrons into owners, their 
patronage dividends would be¬ 
come tax-free’. If the A. and 
P. were bound by prior com- 

(Continued on Page Nineteen) 
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“STOCK WATERING is no longer a worry for me/' says 
R, L> Stanford. Here he looks at the tank inside the barn 
and sees that his automatic water system is keeping it filled. 

Stock Watering, No Longer 
Chore For Co-op President 

Stock watering is no longer a daily chore for R. L,. Stan¬ 
ford. He lets electricity do the job for him. 

Stanford, who is the president of the Eastern Illinois Elec¬ 
tric co-op of Paxton, has a deep-well pressure water system on 
his 240-acre farm near Loda. The system is electrically operated 
and it works automatically 
whenever water is needed. 

The heart of the water sys¬ 
tem. a 50-gallon pressure tank 
and a three-quarter horsepow¬ 
er motor, is located in a 10-foot 
pit in the barn yard. The water 
is pumped from a 185-foot 
drilled well. 

200 Ft. of Pipe 
Two hundred feet of pipe 

connect the pump to two out- 

has to do is to check the pump 
occasionally to see that it is op¬ 
erating properly. 

The co-op president has in¬ 
stalled a check valve on the 
pipe that connects to the tank 
inside the house. This prevents 
the pump from draining this 
tank to fill the other ones. 

Built System 

“Convenience alone is worth 

CHECKING THE ELECTRIC motor which operates the 
water system is R. L. Stanford who finds it the “best advan¬ 
tage" of electricity. Stanford, president of the Eastern Illinois 
Electric co-op at Paxton, has been using the automatic deep- 
well pressure pump for the last eight years. 

side tanks, an additional pres¬ 
sure tank in the farm house, 
and a tank inside the barn. 
Once again electricity does a 
job for the farmer, particularly 
during the winter. Stanford has 
an electric water heater con¬ 
nected to the tank inside the 
barn to keep it from freezing. 
It is operated by thermostat. 

When the pressure in the 
tank decreases to 20 pounds, 
the pump is turned on and it 
runs until the pressure reaches 
40 pounds. All that Stanford 

the price of installation, says 
the farmer. He constructed the 
water system himself. Before 
he had it, he had to use a 
windmill and a gas engine to 
pump the water, 

Stanford, besides growing 
grain crops, raises white face 
Herefords, He practices rota¬ 
tion farming, one-third in corn, 
one-third in pasture, and the 
rest in oats or alfalfa. Every 
third year he rotates the fields. 
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‘Story of Lake ’ -Dramatic 
Illustration of Inroads of 
Erosion on Illinois Farms 

The greatest argument for the practicing of farm conserva¬ 
tion practices has recently come from central Illinois. The 
argument is based on the story of Lake Decatur. What has 
happened to this lake is the concern of every Illinois farmer 
who is interested in the future welfare of the state and nation. 

Lake Decatur, built in 1922, is filling up. At the present 
time the lake has more than a quarter of its capacity filled 
with precious topsoil which 
came off the farms drained by 
the Sangamon River, the source 
of water for Lake Decatur. 1 

Not only has the city of 
Decatur started to lose its 
source of water, but a great 
recreational area of benefit to 
all residents, city and country, 
is being destroyed. 

EROSION 

The city wilt perhaps in 
time build another lake and 
make sure of its continued 

land in the state is threatened 
with erosion, and that its fer¬ 
tility will continue to be de¬ 
pleted unless correct farming 
methods are more widely 
adopted. 

The erosion problem is get¬ 
ting worse in central Illinois 
because of the increase in acre¬ 
ages of the intertilled, erosion- 
producing crops such as corn 
and soybeans. In 1922 when 
Lake Decatur was built, only 
41 per cent of the surrounding 
farmland in the six counties 
which drain into the lake was 
devoted to the two crops. To- 

small grain crops and meadow 
increased. 

Tic i* a land fertilization 
program with the rotation 
system. Soil treatment is es¬ 
sential. High yields of the 
soil-building legumes and 
grasses are necessary. 

Other measures may be 
needed on many farms. Sloping 
land may need grass water¬ 
ways, contouring, strip crop¬ 
ping and terracing. Flat land 
may have to be drained. Re¬ 
forestation, farm woodlot man¬ 
agement, and wildlife protec¬ 
tion should be increased. 

HUMUS 
Crop residues plowed into 

the soil help form organic mat¬ 
ter or humus. This humus helps 
soil to hold more water, im¬ 
proves its texture and makes 
it easier to work, enables it to 
produce more crops. Burning 
cornstalks and other crop resi¬ 
dues is a wasteful damaging 
process. 

From the selfish point of 
view conservation practices 
pay off. Even if the concern 
for future generations is not 
great, the farmer is interested 
in the immediate returns. 

Central Illinois farms follow- 

THIS AREA OF LAKE DECATUR used to be 
a splendid fishing:, swimming: and boating basin. 
Today because of farm soil, which has been washed 
down the river, it is a shallow mudflat with gaunt 

tree stumps marking the zig-zag course of the river 
channel. Big islands of mud have been left by the 
silt. 

water supply, but the problem 
of erosion continues and the 
nation’s food supply threat¬ 
ened. 

The Lake Decatur story is 
only one small part of the 

day, the acreage in corn and 
.soybeans occupies over 60 per 
cent of the drainage area. 

Small grains, hay, and pas¬ 
ture lands hold the soil better 
than tilled crops. 

ing good conservation prac¬ 
tices have been studied. Figures 
derived from the studies show 
conservation farming does pay. 

All the farms studied showed 
a better net income after the 
program had been put into ef¬ 
fect. For a five-year average, 
a group of the farms showed 
returns of $6.65 an acre more 
than similar farms where good 
soil management was, not fol¬ 
lowed. 

On a 160-acre farm this extra 
income would total more than 
$1,000 a year. 

ASSISTANCE 
Competent help is available 

for the farmer who wishes to 
follow good conservation prac¬ 
tices. Both state and national 
agencies are ready and willing 
to aid. Each individual farm 
must be studied to determine 
the best program suited to it. 

One of our big national con¬ 
cerns is to have our farm lands 
used in the best possible way. 
This is a problem that can be 
solved only by the farmers and 
the citizens as a whole demon¬ 
strating a willingness to do the 
right thing. 

topsou loss wmen is going 
on all over the state and in 
other parts of the nation. At 
Decatur the present lake is 
serving as a catchbasin for 
the topsoil carried from the 
fields of corn and soybeans. 
This is not true for most soil 
washed away by the rains. 

When the Mississippi river 
is at flood stage, the equiva¬ 
lent of the topsoil* from a 40- 
acre farm is carried past Vicks¬ 
burg, every minute. Much of 
that topsoil comes from Illinois 
farms. 

ESTIMATES 

Estimates show that about 
nine per cent of Illinois land 
is subject to destructive ero¬ 
sion, nine per cent to serious 
erosion, and 59 per cent to 
harmful erosion. This means 
that over three- fourths of the 

The land can be saved for 
future generation if a pattern 
of good soil management is fol¬ 
lowed. 

The steps are outlined as fol¬ 
lows: 

Put into crop production 
only land that can be safely 
used for that purpose and leave 
the rest for hay, pasture and 
timber, 

ROTATION 

Improvement of the crop ro¬ 
tation system, No more than 
half of even the best land 
should be planted to intertilled 
crops such as corn and soy¬ 
beans in any one year; this 
leaves a fourth of the land for 
small grains and a fourth for 
meadow mixtures of legumes 
and grasses. On land of low 
fertility or in danger of erosion, 
the proportion of intertilled 
crops should be further de¬ 
creased and the acreage of 
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NEWS FROM 

Jo-Carroll 
Charles C. Youtzy, Mgr. 

Elizabeth, 111. 

The long outage that your coop¬ 
erative experienced on Monday, 
October 10, was caused by the 
transmission line being out of ser¬ 
vice due to poles being washed 

out, and brok¬ 
en primary lines 
in the vicinity 
of Boscobel, 
Wisconsin. The 
wind velocity at 
the Savanna 
airport was re¬ 
corded as being 
from 75 to 93 
miles per hour. 

This storm was very unusual and 
we hope for your benefit, that it 
does not occur again. 

Harry W. Ehrler, maintenance 
lineman, attended a school for 
metermen which dealt with the 
testing and repairing of all makes 
of meters. This school of instruc¬ 
tion was sponsored by the Sangamo 
Electric company of Springfield, 
and was held from October 17 
through October 21. 

CONSTRUCTION 
Our construction is progressing 

very rapidly on our "L” project. 
Your cooperative is planning to 
purchase two more trucks in an 
attempt to speed the construction 
program even more. The greater 
majority on this section should 
have light by Christmas. 

METER DATE 
There are some of our older 

members as well as some of the 
new ones who still seem to be con¬ 
fused as to the proper dates on 
which to read the meter and final 
day for payment of bill without 
penalty. The 20th of the month is 
the day to read the meter. If you 
do not receive a meter card, re¬ 
cord the reading on a penny post¬ 
card; sign it and mail it. 

The meter card is sent merely as 
a convenience, and sometimes they 
do get lost, but that does not re¬ 
lieve any member of the responsi¬ 
bility of reading the meter and 
seeing that the reading is sent in¬ 
to the cooperative immediately. If 
no meter card is received by the 
27th of the month, a 25 cent pen¬ 
alty is assessed. We ask too, that 
you read your meter accurately, 
recording the figures as they ap¬ 
pear, and check for correctness be¬ 
fore mailing. 

Now for the bill. The bills 
are mailed in time for them to 
reach you by the 1st of the 
month. They are considered 
as delinquent after the 10th of 
the month and a five per cent 
penalty for non-payment is add¬ 
ed. This penalty is assessed 
without favoritism so we urge 
that each of you mark your 
calendars as a reminder to get 
your bill paid before the 10th. 
The postmark on the envelope 
showing the date it was mailed 
is what is used to determine 
whether or not a member is 
liable for penalty. 
We have had instances where 

checks have been back dated as 
much as four days in an effort to 
avoid penalty( when the date on 
the postmark would show either 
the 13th or 14th, the date on which 
it was received at the post office. 
We do not enjoy putting these 
penalties on accounts, but it seemed 
to be unavoidable inasmuch as too 
many people were letting their 
bills get delinquent and some rul¬ 
ing had to be made to overcome 
this situation. 

ANNUAL MEETING 
We would like to hear from some 

of you folks with regard to the 
kind of entertainment you would 
like to have at your annual meet¬ 
ing. Any suggestions which you 
would care to give us will be given 
to the program committee for re¬ 
view. Let’s have some ideas. 

Our postmaster requested us to 
advise our members to return only 
the part of the meter card con¬ 
taining the meter reading, not the 
double card as it is sent to you. 

NEWS FROM 
Southern Illinois 

Dongola, DL 

GEORGE ENDICOTT, 
Mgr. 

The Cooperative has just com¬ 
pleted the addition to the service 
garage and, also, a shelter for the 
generating unit, which the cooper¬ 
ative has for emergencies and con- 

version line 
work. 

The addition 
to the service 
or repair gar¬ 
age consists of 
an all steel 32 
by 32-foot con- 
structure which 
covers the 
grease rack and 

an additional 12 by 32 foot space 
which will have the steam cleaner 
and provide an indoor wash rack 
in inclement weather for the co¬ 
operative equipment. 
. In addition to this steel shelter, 
there is a lean-to which is being 
used as an oil house. Up to this 
time the service garage was too 
small to house most of the equip¬ 
ment that was intended for its 
purpose, and this addition is one 
that had been anticipated when 
the original garage was built, but 
due to the fact that the funds were 
limited it was not completed at that 
time. 

This makes a very worth¬ 
while addition to the general 
plant account to help take care 
of its construction and main¬ 
tenance work. This now makes 
it possible for all of the Coop¬ 
erative rowing equipment to be 
put in shelter at all times that 
it is not in use. 
It is true that some of the spaces 

are being used for material at this 
time, but until such time as the 
construction eases down it will be 
necessary that certain of these 
stalls be used for the placing of 
this material in shelter where it 
will be easier secured by the work 
crews and also a federal account¬ 
ing can be made of tnis material. 

The first time any of you mem¬ 
bers are in, we would appreciate 
your looking around and seeing 
just the general plans that we 
have here at Dongola. 

AFTER-HOUR DEPOSIT 
As we have previously indicated 

in our news column that we were 
starting a provision for the mem¬ 
bers that wish to pay their bills 
after office hours, to be provided 
proper envelopes and containers 
for the making of these payments 
even though there is no one at 
either the main office of Dongola 
or the branch office in Massac 
County. These consist of a small 
container which has the late pay¬ 
ments or the after-hour payments 
envelopes in which you can put 
your remittance and your stub, seal 
it, and slip it through the slot 
which will deposit it into the de¬ 
posit box inside. 

The outside box containing 
the envelope is laMed containing 
such and also the directions for 
its use are printed on the envel¬ 
ope as well as on a plaque near 
the box. This is not intended as 
a provision to make payment 
after the penalty date but rath¬ 
er for those that wish to pay 
within the periods after office 
hours. 
We hope again that this is a ser¬ 

vice which our membership will ap¬ 
preciate as we realize there are 
certain times when it is impossible 
to get into the office on time to 
pay the bill and it would make it 
very nice if they would be able to 
make this payment after office 
hours within the free time. This is 
one of the suggestions that was 

approved at a recent board meet¬ 
ing from one of the employees on 
additional service to our Coopera¬ 
tive members. 

RURAL TELEPHONE 
We have just been advised by our 

national office that the telephone 
bill has passed the Senate. This 
makes it necessary that it go back 
to a joint conference of both the 
Senate and the House for discus- 
ision and working out of a final 
policy for the compromise so that 
it can be worked out and make it 
possible for the telephone loans to 
be available. 

There are certain restrictions in 
the bill, that was passed by the 
Senate committee, and we do not 
have the exact changes in the Sen¬ 
ate'amendment. In all probability, 
there will be an article elsewhere 
in the Illinois REA News setting 
up the exact change that was made 
in the Senate on the passage of the 
bill and thus making it possible for 
it to go to a joint conference and 
possibility of the rural telephone 
bill being put in such a position 
that action can be started in the 
very near future on this work. 

» We realize all of our members 
are very much interested in this. 
For this reason, we are passing 
this on to you members for your 
consideration. 

BRUSH SPRAY 
There has been considerable in- 

j terest on the part of our member- 
. ship on the brush spray work 
which we are now winding up for 
this year. 

We have sprayed practically all 
of the lines except the C and M 
lines. We have sprayed all of the 
J, K, B, H, and F lines and we are 
awaiting the growth of these 
sprayed lines next spring to be able 
to tell just what success we have 
had with this. From the indication 
now it has been a fairly expensive 
procedure but if the results are as 
we anticipate it will be a very 
worthwhile expense as we find that 
this is probably one of the causes 
of interruption to your electric ser¬ 
vice. 

Any comments any of you mem¬ 
bers have we would appreciate re¬ 
ceiving them so that we can be 
guided accordingly next year when 
and if we start the spray program 
again. 

PRESIDENT’S LETTER 
Last month I wrote in behalf of 

your directors and management. 
This month I want to say a good 

word for a large group of our 
members. 

Before the last annual meeting, I 
suggested to our manager that we 
establish an honor roll, to read at 
the meeting giving recognition to 
volunteer contributions of time or 
other values to the cooperative, 
above the ordinary. 

There are many such in our 
membership who have shown 
the cooperative spirit and they 
should be recognized. However, 
your manager, who understands 
human nature, remarked that 
if we undertook to make such 
a list we would, without intent, 
omit mention of some and they 
would feel, and justly so, 
slighted. 
Hence we have no "honor roll” to 

publish, but we can mention some 
of the contributions which have 
been made. 

I had in mind one man who has 
permitted five lines to go over his 
place so that his neighbors and 
members way beyond his territory, 
could get service. 

Then there are those who have 
voluntarily permitted their wood 
lots to be cut through so that the 
line could get beyond. 

We can’t forget the members 
who have cleared their own 
lines for original construction, 
nor the members who have con¬ 
tributed their teams and trac¬ 
tors, and their time, to string 
wire across the fields or 
through inaccessible places. 
We must add those who act as 

reporters of outages, some travel¬ 
ing distances to get to a phone to 
report. 

Many have given of their time in 

Charles Youtzy 

G. W. Endicott 

We have had one of the worst 
outages since the beginning of our 
operations during the past month, 
this was caused by the inefficient 
operation of our oil circuit break¬ 

ers. As yet we 
have not been 
able to over¬ 
come this de¬ 
fect but we are 
working with 
the engineer on 
this problem. 

The drag line 
operator work¬ 
ing along the 

blacktop west of Louisville has 
caused us some outage, he has 
however as yet, succeeded in es¬ 
caping without personal injury to 
himself or to his fellow employees. 

CONSTRUCTION 
Our construction has been slowed 

considerably because of the rainy 
weather. We hope the weather 
will settle and allow us to continue 
for some time yet. 

EMPLOYEES 
I have had the misfortune of 

losing the services of our work or¬ 
der clerk, Mrs. Mary Beth Gib¬ 
son who has decided to devote her 
full time to the job of making a 
complete home for her husband. 
We have been able to secure the 
services of Mrs. Patsy Blackburn, 
a bride of recent weeks, whose for¬ 
mer home was Salem. 

We were represented at the Illi¬ 
nois REA accountants association 
meeting by Mrs. Patricia Spanjer, 
bookkeeper, and Mrs. Thelma 
Weiler, billing clerk. 

YOUTH 
By bringing electricity to the 

farm, your rural electric coopera¬ 
tive has helped make farm life 
more attractive to our young peo¬ 
ple, the young people who will be 
the farmers of America, tomorrow. 
Without electricity the farmer’s ex¬ 
tra hired hand, youth might have 
left the homestead for the cities 
where electric light and power 
have long been abundant. 

So, it can be said, the rural elec¬ 
trification program has been pre¬ 
serving the human wealth of your 
community by bringing the com¬ 
forts of electric lights and power 
to the young people of rural Amer¬ 
ica! Persuading them to stay 
“down on the farm” now, that more 
than seven out of 10 American 
farms have electricity. 

For through government loans 
the farmer has been able to help 
himself and in turn help his fami¬ 
ly and community, through his 
rural electric cooperative. 

securing right-of-way easements to 
further extension of lines. 

Many of you have service be¬ 
cause some member permitted ad¬ 
ditional poles on his property 
where his neighbor would give 
easement where we desired to con¬ 
struct. 

There are these, and many more, 
including the original group who, 
in 1938, “burned the road,” going 
from house to house, to get the 
original sign-up and easements, 
without whose work very few of us 
today would probably have electric 
service. 

To this entire group, your man¬ 
agement expresses its appreciation 
and I believe the membership as a 
whole, if they will stop and think 
about it, will also give you a vote 
of thanks 

Wm. M. Planert, president 

Co-op Doesn’t 
Undersell Its 
Competitors 

(From Page One) 

cently, that their charges 
amounted to no more than 
hearsay,” the manager empha¬ 
sized. 

“In reality, the cooperative 
has provided these merchants 
with prospects for their electric 
appliances which they never 
would have had. Of the 8,700 
co-op members, the co-op does 
only about 20 per cent of the 
appliance business. Morover, 
we have always urged our 
members to see their local deal¬ 
ers first, and if they can t find 
what they want, come to see 
the co-op appliance depart¬ 
ment.” 

Private Business 
“The co-op is a privately 

owned business. It hasn’t cost 
the merchants or taxpayers a 
nickel. Instead it has provided 
them with customers and the 
area with a prosperous indus¬ 
try with a $27,000 monthly 
payroll spent locally. Nor 
have the farmers who own the 
co-op ever asked or received 
any tax subsidies such as many 
towns in Illinois have offered 
to attract business with such 
sizeable payrolls as the co¬ 
op.” 

As for the Rural Electrifica- 
t i o n Administration, Lentz 
said that the co-op does not 
get any loan funds for its ap¬ 
pliance business. He quoted 
the statement by REA Admin¬ 
istrator Wickard who said, 
“since the cooperative is a lo¬ 
cally owned and managed en¬ 
terprise, the responsibility for 
determination of this kind 
(whether it will engage in the 
appliance business in addition 
to rural electrification), rests 
with the local board of direc¬ 
tors elected by the membership 
of the cooperatives. 

Lentz said that Westing- 
house, from whom the co-op 
receives its franchise, backs up 
the co-op. Our franchise, al¬ 
lows us to sell to our members 
at list price. That’s what we 
do. The other appliance deal¬ 
ers in the area have the oppor¬ 
tunity of soliciting our mem¬ 
bers, but most of them are con¬ 
tent to sit back and wait un¬ 
til the customer happens to 
walk into their stores.” 

Cites Dealer 
The manager cited one ag¬ 

gressive dealer who did a 
large volume of business with 
co-op members last year. “He 
went out along the fines and 
did a selling job. He isn’t com¬ 
plaining about 'unfair’ com¬ 
petition. Any dealer who isn’t 
blind knows where our fines 
are going. All he has to do is 
go out and see where the poles 
are being erected.” 

Of the approximately 2,700 
refrigerators bought by co-op 
members during the past 12 
months, the co-op sold 200 of 
them, Lentz said. “That means 
there were 2,500 refrigerator 
sales made by local merchants 
to customers who couldn’t have 
used a refrigerator if it had not 
been for the co-op. ’ 

Another example of the 
“baseless’ charges by mer¬ 
chants, is that the co-op under-. 
sells them on electric ranges. 
“The merchants charge $40 in¬ 
stallation fee because the 
homes in towns need extensive 
rewiring. We don t have to 
charge $40 installation because 
the co-op homes have been 
wired recently to provide for 
heavy appliances. It usually 
only requires a cable from the 
stove to the fuse box. We don’t 
think we should add $40 to the 
price of a range when it doesn’t 
cost us anywhere near that 
much,” Lentz said. 

Elmo A. Cates 
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THE GRAIN ELEVATOR was built by Erratt M. Lyter 
of Quincy for his own use. Lyter, who farms 400 acres, says 
the grain elevator will pay for itself in the benefits he will re¬ 
ceive in the next 15 years. 

Co-op Member Solves Corn 
Storage Problem; Builds 
Two-Silo Grain Elevator 

Erratt M. Lyter believes he 
has solved his problem of 
“where to store this year’s corn 
crop?” He planned and con¬ 
structed his own grain ele¬ 
vator. 

“This elevator,” says the 
farmer, “can also be used to 
store other grain or silage if 
needed.” The elevator has two 
silos. Each is 14 feet in di¬ 
ameter and 30 feet high. 

They are of a rib-stone con¬ 
struction, which the farmer 
claims will enable him to pick 
his corn at an earlier date than 
most farmers. “I can reduce 

the moisture by circulating air 
through the silos,” he said. To 
do this job he has built a 36- 
inch fan into the crib. 

Two Bins 
In addition to the two 5400- 

bushel silos, there are two 
storage bins. One has a 3700- 
bushel capacity, the other can 
hold 1056 bushels, bringing the 
total volume of the elevator to 
approximately 14,000 bushels. 

Electrical power from the 
Adams Electric co-op of 
Camp Point operates the 43- 
foot bucket elevator which 
takes the grain to the top of 

NEWS FROM 

Corn Bek 
Bloomington, 0L 

T. H. HAFER, Supt. 

You will be interested to bear 
that Mr. and Mrs. Fred Scott 
whose accidental contact with a 
car which was in contact with a 
hot wire, reported in last months 

column, are im¬ 
proving at the 
time of this 
writing. They 
are both still in 
St. Joseph Hos¬ 
pital in Bloom¬ 
ington. 

“MENTION” 
We want to 

give honorable 
mention to all of the neighbors who 
helped take care of the two victims 
and who guarded the line so faith¬ 
fully until the line crews arrived 
to take care of it. We cannot men¬ 
tion all of the names as we do not 
have a complete list but Orville 
Gain should be mentioned especial¬ 

ly because he gave artificial res¬ 
piration to Mr. Scott and this in all 
probability saved his life accord¬ 
ing to the doctor. 

Warren Stevens, who was the 
first one to find the line down, did 
his part by blocking the road the 
best he could and calling in to the 
co-op office just as soon as pos¬ 
sible. Floyd Mouser called neigh¬ 
bors together as quickly as pos¬ 
sible which made it possible to pre¬ 
vent anyone else from running in¬ 
to the line. 

These folks and the other neigh¬ 
bors who helped in such a fine way 
deserve many thanks from all 
members of the co-op for their 
presence of mind and the actions 
they took. 

“THANKS” 
Another member reported infor¬ 

mation which was a big help to 

the line crew. This man was mow¬ 
ing weeds along the road when 
his mower caught a ground wire 
on a transformer pole and cut it 
in two. He called us at once even 
though his service was not out 
and told us that this break in the 
ground wire had caused the grass 
at the foot of the pole to eatch 
fire. 

Our men immediately went out 
there and the fact that they knew 
this ground wire was cut helped 
them to keep out of trouble when 
they started up the pole. TSiis 
transformer installation proved to 
be one of the older type which is 
not wired as safely as the newer 
ones. We appreciate very much 
all information of this kind. 

TRUCK RETIRED 
Most of our members probably 

at one time or another have seen 
the original winch truck which 
Corn Belt Eelctric cooperative has 
used to set poles. This is the big 
covered truck painted red with a 
big “REA” on the side and with 
the boom sticking out in back. 
This truck was purchased second¬ 
hand when the eo-op started in 
1939. 

The body and winch equipment 
was transferred to a 1941 Interna¬ 
tional chassis and has been setting 
poles for 10 years altogether for 
the Corn Belt Electric. We esti¬ 
mate that this old number 4, as it 
has been called, has set the poles 
on around one-third of our total 
lines or between 12 and 14 thous¬ 
and poles. It is with some regret 
as well as some relief that the old 
truck has been sold to do some¬ 
what lighter duty on a job where 
it would not have to work every 
day. 

MADISON MEETING 
Several of your directors and 

manager attended the regional 
meeting of the NRECA at Madi¬ 
son, Wisconsin, September 29 and 
30th. On the way up they stopped 
at a sister co-op annual meeting 
of members at Princeton, and then 

T. H. Hafer 

NEWS FROM 

Adams 
Camp Point, UL 

DEAN SEARLS, Supt 

LYTER PRESSES THE BUTTON and electricity does 
the rest. It unloads the corn in the two silo elevator which Mr. 
Lyter constructed. Power for the bucket type elevator is sup¬ 
plied by the Adams Electric co-op of Camp Point. 

the silos. The elevator un¬ 
loads one bushel a minute. 
“The benefits I will receive 

in the next 15 years should pay 
the cost of construction of the 
elevator,” Lyter said. “Because 
my farm is located just behind 
the levee there is the constant 
danger of floods destroying the 
silos.” 

“My elevator, which is built 
on high ground, eliminates that 
worry,” the co-op member said. 
Ho also pointed out that be¬ 
cause ho could store more 
crops he could get more for his 
crops. 

Lyter’s farm, 400 acres, is 
north of Quincy. In addition to 
raising grain crops, he breeds 
Hereford cattle and crossbred 
hogs, Hampshire sows and 
Duroc boars. In his complete 
repair shop he can take care 
of all his machinery. 

made a tour of some of the Dairy- 
land Power Cooperatives' generat¬ 
ing plants in Wisconsin. The 
many ideas and good information 
secured on this trip wiH help these 
directors to better manage your 
cooperative. 

Silica Mine Gets 
Power From Co-op 

Three years ago the Ozark Min¬ 
eral mine at Eico started to use 
electricity in processing silica. To¬ 
day production has almost doubled, 
work-time has decreased, and the 
cost has been considerably reduced 
as a result. The power is furnished 
by the Southern Illinois Electric 
co-op at Dongola. 

The company formerly used 
three steam boilers, which were in 
constant operation, to produce 30 
tons of refined silica. It now turns 
out 55 tons a week. At the same 
time the work week was decreased 
from six days to five days. 

And when coal was the principal 
source of power the mine’s month¬ 
ly consumption was over 200 tons. 
Figuring this at a cost of $5 per 
ton, the monthly power bill ran 
close to a $1000. Though the mine 
uses 30,000 kilowatts each month 
now, the bill is only around $800. 

The mine is one of five which the 
company operates. There are sev¬ 
eral different grades of processed 
silica, depending upon how finely 
it is crushed. The finest grade is 
made into rouge and is used for 
polishing precious stones, glasses 
and etc. Tthe lowest grade is used 
in the making of paint. 

From 1900 to 1940, the annual 
fertilizer tonnage increased by less 
than 5% million tons. From 1940 
to 1947, there was a further in¬ 
crease of more than 8y2 million 
tons, to a total of 16,839,000 tons 
used. 

Work is progressing rapidly on 
the eight and one-half miles of 
transmission line from a point east 
of Marblehead to the Plainville- 
Paloma gas tax road. It has been 

necessary to re- 

isting line back 
| p If ill in fields so that 
< •jilt? our line crews 

l large transmis- 
f sion poles and 

MfN string conduct- 
or on the new 

Dean Searls line. 

The members who have been 
affected hy these outages have 
been most co-operative. The land- 
owners and tenants living along 
the proposed route of this line 
have, for the most part, been most 
cooperative in permitting their 
shade trees to be removed and en¬ 
during other inconveniences caused 
by the building of this transmis¬ 
sion line. In a short time this 
Adams substation should be ener¬ 
gized and all the members in the 
southern part of Adams county 
should receive more adequate ser¬ 
vice. 

CONSUMPTION 

From time to time we are called 
upon to try to determine the cause 
of a seemingly high monthly ener¬ 
gy consumption. In practically 
every case we find water pumps, 
water heaters, milking machines, 
deep freezers and other gadgets 
installed by someone who apparent¬ 
ly has no regard for the safety 
of a farm home or its occupants. 

It is impossible for our wiring 
inspectors to check the wiring 
every time that a piece of new 
equipment is added. You, however, 
can insist that a reliable electri¬ 
cian install this equipment in an 
approved manner instead of a 
hardware salesman connecting a 
piece of equipment to your elec¬ 
trical system which jeopardizes 
the safety of your entire wiring 
job. 

For example, our inspector made 
an inspection yesterday where a 
water pump had been installed by 
attaching a piece of romex to an¬ 
other cable without the use of an 
approved junction box and then 
installed a fuse in the neutral side 
of the circuit. 

In this case, the member was 
complaining of receiving a shock 
at the water faucet at the kitchen 
sink. We found at this point a 
potential of 60 to 80 volts present 
which could have easily resulted 
in a fatality. 

It seems folly to pay money for 
a good wiring job only to have a 
piece of equipment installed in a 
haphazard manner which .jeopar¬ 

dizes the entire wiring job. This 
condition can only be corrected by 
you who purchase the equipment 
and pay for having it installed. 

Heat Lamp 
Surely it is not necessary for your 

power use advisor to remind you 
that winter is “just around the 
corner,” but he does want to im¬ 
press upon your minds that it is 
high time to be thinking about how 
you are going to keep the water 
running on your farm this winter, 
as it is doing now. 

Plenty of good fresh water 
at all times will put pounds of 
beef and pork on your cattle 
and hogs, more milk from the 
dairy cow and greater egg pro¬ 
duction. These are facts that 
our universities have proven 
many times. But the problem 
that confronts many of us is 
how to keep our automatic 
watering equipment working 
during zero weather. 
Perhaps one of the simplest 

pieces of equipment to use to pre¬ 
vent the freezing of water is the 
use of a heat lamp. This is the 
same lamp that is used to brooder 
lambs and pigs. Heat lamps are not 
only simple to install, but are 
economical to operate. They also 
provide night light when ever it is 
needed, such as for the laying 
flock. 

The success that many of our co¬ 
operatives had with “Thermo-Tape” 
or “Soil-Heating Cable” last winter, 
used on pipes that were exposed to 
zero weather cannot be stressed 
too greatly. This equipment was 
so trouble-free that many members 
forgot that the equipment was in¬ 
stalled. 

A piece of equipment that is 
“Ace” of all is the automatic 
drinking fountain. Your power 
use advisor had one on display 
at your county fair this year 
and there it created much in¬ 
terest. 
Water under pressure or quan¬ 

tity feed is kept at a temperature 
of 35 degrees ready night or day 
in a convenient, sanitary drinking 
cup. Let’s keep the water flowing 
this winter and keep profits high. 

New Equipment 
From time to time we will en¬ 

deavor to give you some data on 
new equipment and devices offer¬ 
ed for sale by the electrical in¬ 
dustry which may have a helpful 
application about your home or 
farm. We do no merchandising, 
therefore we take an impartial 
stand toward manufacturers or 
names. 

This month we were impressed 
by a small device called “Safelet.” 
It is a small, metal wall box, com¬ 
bining an auxiliary circuit 
breaker, a ‘convenience outlet, and 
a pilot light. Any electrical appar¬ 
atus plugged into the outlet is pro¬ 
tected by the magnetic breaker 
against overloads and short cir¬ 
cuits, while the pilot light serves as 
a reminder that the circuit is in 
use. 

This device, particularly 
adaptable for use on laundry 
equipment, work shops, motors, 
etc., is pleasing in appearance, 
easy to install, provides con¬ 
tinuous service, with no main¬ 
tenance, and operates as simply 
as a common wall switch. 

It is listed by Underwriters La¬ 
boratories, standard ratings are 115 
volt-6-10-15 amp. 230 volt 6 and 10 
amp. Other ratings up to 50 amps., 
are available. For further informa¬ 
tion contact your local electrician. 

Next month we will give you 
some data on a small lightweight 
electric welder. 

Cavities in fruit trees should be 
screened or plugged as a codling 
moth control measure, suggest Un¬ 
iversity of Illinois horticulturists. 

* * * 

The boilingvpoint of water drops 
one degree for every 500 feet above 
sea level. 

* * * 

Keep milking, machines in first- 
class condition, and use only re¬ 
commended vacum and pulsations. 
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WITH STORAGE SPACE at a premium, W?iiliam Ellis of Bloomington and his tenant, 
Glenn Adams, rigged up this motor-powered conveyor to fill the corn crib corners. Filling the 
corners was a problem because the spout of the elevator wouldn’t reach, Adams, left, and El¬ 
lis inspect the conveyor prior to putting it into operation. 

Electricity. Handy Tool 
On Co-op Director's Farm 

NEWS FROM 

McDonough 
Power 
Macomb, 111. 

Arthur H. Peyton, Mgr. I 

On October 11, we installed at 
our Colchester substation, three 
General Electric step regulators. 
The purpose of these of course, is 
to hold the voltage on the lines to 

118 to 120 volts. 
In case the vol¬ 
tage on the in¬ 
coming line is 
110 to 112 volts, 
the step regula¬ 
tor will auto¬ 
matically raise 
the voltage to 
118 to 120 volts. 

Arthur Peyton During the off 
peak which was from midnight to 
four a. m. the voltage ranged from 
128 volts to 130 volts. 

With the new regulators installed 
it will reduce the voltage to 118 
volts to 122 volts. Except in times 
of extreme emergency these regul¬ 
ators will maintain a voltage as 
mentioned above constantly. The 
area served by our substation at 
Colchester, is northwest of Ma¬ 
comb to the Warren-McDonough 
county line. 

The area southwest of Macomb 
is also served by the above-men¬ 
tioned substation. Plans are now 
being made to install step regula¬ 
tors at our substation located east 
of Macomb.. The territory served 
by the Macomb substation is east 
and southeast of Macomb, all in 
McDonough county. 

HEAT LAMPS 
The cold winter months will be 

upon us so now is the time to make 
plans and arrangements for install¬ 
ing heat lamps for brooders, for 
heat around your work shop etc. 
Last year there was some trouble 
in securing an adequate supply of 
heat lamps but your cooperative 
this year, has an ample supply. 
Anyone desiring information on 
pig brooders etc., or anyone wish¬ 
ing to purchase a heat lamp, stop 
by your cooperative office. 

PARTY 
On October 5, the directors and 

employees of McDonough Power 
cooperative had a potluck supper 
at the office of the cooperative. 
One hundred eleven were in at¬ 
tendance including directors and 
their families. Everyone in attend¬ 
ance enjoyed a fried chicken sup¬ 
per with all the trimmings. 

Following the dinner, all em¬ 
ployees and their families were in¬ 
troduced and afterwards a social 
hour was held. 

APPOINTMENT 
Harold Whitman, our director 

residing in Cameron and represent¬ 
ing that district, was elected to 
the important post of the executive 
committee of region* five. Illinois, 
Iowa, Wisconsin and Michigan 
form region five. Mr. Whitman will 
represent this region in the na¬ 
tional affairs /)f the National Rur¬ 
al Electric Cooperative Association. 

Mr. Whitman, together with Mr. 
Welsh, our board president, attend¬ 
ed the annual convention of Region 
five in Madison, Wisconsin. This 
was held at the Loraine Hotel in 
Madison on September 29th and 
30th. Important policy and plans 
for the year were outlined at the 
above-mentioned convention at 
which several hundred delegates 
representing the various coopera¬ 
tives in the above-mentioned states 
attended. 

COINS 
After several articles appearing 

in the Illinois REA News as well 
our own paper, Watts-New, we are 
still receiving small coins and cur¬ 
rency through the mail. We again 
wish to caution you that this is 
extremely risky business in as 
much as it is very easy for an en¬ 
velope to become torn and part of 
the coins lost. This, as you can see, 
would result in not only embarrass- 

"When you have electricity 
on the farm there is hardly a 
problem that can t be solved. 
That’s what William B. Ellis 
has to say about rural electri¬ 
fication. 

Ellis, a director of the Corn 
Belt Electric co-op of Bloom¬ 
ington, built a double corn crib. 
60 feet long and 9 feet wide, 
on his 320-acre farm this year. 

After installing a bucket 
type elevator in the crib, the 
director found that the spout 
at the top of the elevator 
wouldn't reach into the 
corners of the crib. He would 
have to do something about 
this or lose some storage 
space. 

A 16-foot overhead convey¬ 
or, planned and constructed by 
Ellis and his tenant farmer. 
Glenn Adams, provided the so¬ 
lution. “But what good would 
the conveyor be without pow¬ 
er?” said the farmer, it is the 
one horse motor that really 
helps us.” 

All the parts for the convey¬ 
or were made in the complete 
machine shop on the farm. 
Electricity, as one might ex¬ 
pect, is a “- vital” part of the 
shop. One important tool which 
the tenant farmer gets the most 

ment to the cooperative, but to the 
person sending in the coins as well. 

We again want to remind you 
that your bills are payable the 15th 
to the 25th of the month. After 
the first of the month a card is 
sent to you stating that your bill 
is delinquent. If no response is re¬ 
ceived, we then have the unpleasant 
duty of sending an employee to any 
member’s residence who is delin¬ 
quent, to collect this bill. This is 
not only embarrassing to the mem¬ 
ber but to the cooperative as well. 
Will you help us in cutting our de¬ 
linquent list to zero? 

SUBSTATION 
Since the energization of sub¬ 

station number three, northwest of 
Roseville, we feel we have been 
struck by fate. Lightning has bro¬ 
ken three insulators and struck 
several poles and a crossarm since 
completion of our new three phase 
line which resulted in an undesired 
interruption. 

A cracked insulator is one of the 
hardest things to find which cause 
your breakers to operate and kick 
the line out of service. We were 
confident that after energization of 
number three, we would be able 
to offer all members in Warren 
county a continuity of service all 
the time. This has made us very 
disappointed to date. We hope that 
this will not happen again and our 
wishes will be granted. 

service out of is the electric 
welder. “This is a helpful piece 
of equipment,” he says, 

Ellis, like other farm users 
of electricity, is proving by 
each different application 
made of electrical power on 
the farm, that it means more 
to them than just “lights”. 
Taking a phase from the ten¬ 
ant farmer, it’s a mighty 
handy tool.” 

NEWS FROM 

M.J.M. Co-op 
Carlinvtlle, UL 

A. C. BARNES, Mgr. 

TELEPHONE NUMBERS FOR 
OUTAGE CALLS 

Office—8:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. 
except Sat. & Sunday holi¬ 
days   Carlinville 136 

Homer Virden—Carlinville 326-L 
John Scroggins-.Carlinville 577-Y 
Aerio Balestri   
   Hillsboro County 2005 

Claude McAfee   Brighton 40 
Charles W. Witt, 803 Sumner St., 
   Jerseyville 296W 

Wayne Bandy, 830 School st., 
    Hillsboro 830 KX 

Delmar Miller, Walnut St   
  Jerseyville 688 W2 

Howard Bloomfield     
  Carlinville 153-L 

If lineman does not answer and 
for any other business aside from 
trouble calls—Call A. C. Barnes, 
Carlinville 565-L. 

KEEP THIS LIST NEAR YOUR 
TELEPHONE. Check with your 
neighbors to see if their lights are 
out before calling. Then report the 
line outage. 

COOPERATION INSURES 
BETTER SERVICE 

+ ■* * 

This is the last issue of the 
paper before your annual meeting, 
therefore, it is our desire herein to 
  r——nnn give you the 

ife.: .' v; mation and pro- 

the mail some- 
A. C. Barne* time during the 

week previous to the date of the 
meeting. 

ANNUAL MEETING 
The meeting will be held on Sat¬ 

urday, November 19th, at the Car¬ 
linville Community High School 
gymnasium, Carlinville, beginning 
at 11:00 a.m. Registration of the 
members will start at 10:30 a.m. 
We urge that you come early so 
that your registration will be tak¬ 
en before the meeting starts. 

You will find- enclosed in your 
envelope containing the notice of 

the meeting a post card on which 
you are to indicate the number 
of reservations that you desire for 
the lunch which will be served be¬ 
ginning at 12:00 noon. Please re¬ 
turn your luncheon reservation post 
card as soon as received indicat¬ 
ing thereon the number of reser¬ 
vations that you wish to have made 
in your name. 

It is very important td the par¬ 
ties serving the lunch that they 
know far enough in* advance the 
number of lunches that they must 
prepare. If you find that you can 
not definitely state as to whether 
you can be there for the lunch 
until a late hour, we would still 
appreciate your sending in the 
card as soon as you know. This 
will enable us to determine more 
accurately at the very last minute 
on how’ many lunches we should 
plan. 

PROGRAM 
During the morning the program 

will be given over to the business 
affairs of the cooperative. This is 
very important to you as it is your 
opportunity to hear the progress 
that your cooperative has made 
during the past year. At this bus¬ 
iness session the regular reading of 
the notice of meeting and minutes 
of the last annual meeting will be 
given by Earl L. Hanold, secre¬ 
tary; the president’s address by W. 
H. Monke, the treasurer’s report 
by Adolph Monke and the mana¬ 
ger’s report by A. C. Barnes will 
follow in such order. 

These reports will be concluded 
by 12 noon at which time one hour 
will be allowed for the lunch. Dur¬ 
ing the lunch the musical enter¬ 
tainment will be given by Bob 
Hastings and his troup from 
KMOX. This group appeared at 
our annual meeting last year and 
we had many favorable comments 
and requests that they be heard 
again. 

Inelmilled in the group this 
year is Shucks Austin, come¬ 
dian. He is a popular favorite 
on station WEW and appears 
on the KMOX barn dance pro¬ 
gram each Saturday night. All 
of the members of this troup 
are well known radio stars. 
Following the lunch a demonstra¬ 

tion entitled 'ADEQUATE WIR¬ 
ING will be given by H. J. Schnei¬ 
der, lighting and- distribution 
agency, Westinghouse Electric 
Supply company. We feel sure 
that you will find this demonstra¬ 
tion worthwhile as well as being 
very informative. This same dem¬ 
onstration was given at the annual 
convention of the Association of 
Illinois Electric Cooperatives held 
in September. 

There will be additional musical 
entertainment by the KMOX radio 
stars following this demonstration. 

•“FARMER” BILL 
The principal address of the af¬ 

ternoon will be given by Amiel 
Bill, more popularly known as 
“Farmer” Bill who is farm direct¬ 
or and news commentator on radio 

station WMBD, Peoria. Farmer 
Bill has appeared before other co¬ 

operatives throughout the state, 

and we feel sure that you will find 
his talk very interesting. 

“Farmer” Bill was born and 
raised on a dairy farm in Apple- 
ton, Wis. His early ambition was 
to become a reporter and he served 
two years on a newspaper. While 
working in this capacity he met 
with an accident and this ended 

his ambition in this line of work. 
He then moved to a farm in Michi¬ 
gan and operated his own dairy 
farm for a number of years. 

At the present time he owns 
and operates a farm near 

i Washington. “Farmer” Bill 
says that he enjoys meeting 
and talking with farm people. 
“Real down to earth people.” 
He is particularly interested in 
young farm folks. As W MBD 
farm editor, “Farmer” Bill is in 
charge of all farm programs 
and farm reports. He also 
handles remote broadcasts 
from 4-H, FFA gatherings and 
county fairs. 

He is very well known over the 
entire state and he has many fol¬ 
lowers who listen to his farm re¬ 
ports each morning. He has been 
associated with this radio station 
for the past 12 years and is a mem¬ 
ber of the National Radio Farm 
Directors’ association. We know 
that everyone of our members will 
want to hear this prominent speak¬ 
er on “Farm Problems of Today.” 

This is your opportunity to get 
to hear him in person and we hope 
that you will make every effort to 
avail yourself of the opportunity 
which your annual meeting is 
giving you. 

ELECTION 

The election of directors will fol¬ 
low this principal address. At the 
close of the meeting, awards will 
be distributed according to the 
three counties. As stated before 
this method of distributing permits 
each county to receive the same 
number of awards. 

In your letter with the notice of 
annual meeting, will be forwarded 
a proxy, and if you find that it ia 
impossible for you to attend the 
meeting, we ask that you fill out 
your proxy appointing some other 
member to vote for you. This 
proxy may be given to the person 
you have appointed as your proxy 
to vote for you at the meeting if 
he is going to attend or it may be 
mailed to the cooperative office. 

WE URGE THAT YOU BE 
WITH US FOR YOUR ANNUAL 
MEETING ON SATURDAY, NO¬ 
VEMBER 19. 

New Appliances 
New Electric Stove—Charles J. 

Kruse, Mt. Olive; Clemence Albert, 
Shipman. New Freezer—Cbas. 
Sanders, Medora. G E Deep 
Freeze, Range, and Refrigerator— 
Roy Walters, Medora. 

Accountants Meet 
In Springfield 

A meeting of the Illinois REA 
Accountants Association was held 
at the Hotel Leland, Springfield, 
October 13-15. 

About 55 members registered for 
the sessions. Various problems con¬ 
fronting them as accountants for 
the co-ops and their solutions were 
discussed. 

Representatives of the REA were 
present at the meeting. They were 
Harry D. Clark, audits supervisor; 
Paul Henson and John Perino, aud¬ 
itors of the Illinois region; E. C. 
Collier and Dean Coffman, man¬ 
agement division and Jennings Ray 
of the applications and loans divi¬ 
sion. 

The assocation officers are, Ger¬ 
trude Wolf, Waterloo, president; 
Grace Fahlberg, Princeton, secre¬ 
tary-treasurer, and Alice Biesman, 
Elizabeth, vice president. 
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Soil Conservation Turns 
Sub-Marginal Farm Into 
Profitable Enterprise 

"Unless a farmer wants to 
see his land wash into the river, 
he practices soil conservation, 
is the way William Hawthorne 
stressed his belief in contour 
farming. And the success he 
has had seems to justify the 
belief. 

By building dams, terrac¬ 
es, and ponds on his farm, 
Hawthorne stated that he 
has checked the washing of 
the soil and in turn has saved 
the top-soil. 
The increased acreage pro¬ 

duction of his "sub-marginal 
farm adds testimony to the 
success of such a program. An 
acre of land which formerly 
yielded 10 bushels of corn, now 
produces 100 bushels. And 
where he generally, during a 

"good year, would raise 10 
bushels of wheat per acre, he 
gets 30 bushels in an "average 
year. 

Farms 200 Acres 
Hawthorne, who farms 200 

acres, pastures the too hilly 
land. Since he began contour 
farming in 1939^ Hawthorne 
said that he has often won¬ 
dered how he managed to get 
"along , during his 25 years 
on the farm, without it. 

Besides his active interest in 
soil conservation, the farmer 
makes good use of electricity. 
The reason, in his own words, 
being, "why not?" Electrical 
power from the Egyptian Elec¬ 
tric co-op of Steeleville, runs 
the two pumps that circulate 
water to the house, barn, and 

“GRINDING SUGAR CANE is easier and faster when you use electri¬ 
cal power," says William Hawthorne. Hawthorne is watching his hired- 
hand put the cane into the 3CO-pound press. Besides making molasses, 
Hawthorne operates a 200-acre farm. Since 1939 he has been using soil 

conservation methods, and has had such good results that now he "wonders 
how he ever got along without it." 

NEWS FROM 
Egyptian Co-op 

Steelville, Illinois 

R. S. HOLT, Mgr. 

TELEPHONE NUMBERS FOR 
OUTAGE CALLS 

Call Office at Steeleville No. 68R2 
be! ween 8:00 A.M. & 4:30 P.M. ex¬ 
cept Sundays and holidays, or if 
closer 

Call Warehouses at Carbondale No. 
25-F-12 between 8:00 A.M. & 4:30 
P.M. except Sundays, Saturday and 
holidays. 

After office hours call the following 
nearest telephone: 
Alvin l-onti. Carbondale, No. 30-F-ll 
John Sfariver, Chester, No. 544-R 
Robert Huddleston, Steeleville, No. 

43-F-il 
William Muench, Steeleville, No. 

82-R-l 2. 
In case of an outage, check to see 

if your neighbors have service. If 
not. call the nearest telephone listed 
collect. If your collect call is not ac¬ 
cepted. you will know that the outage 
has already been reported and is being 
taken care of. 

The month of September marked 

the beginning of service for 90 new 

members connected. We wish to 

welcome these people to our organ¬ 
ization. With the coming of bad 

weather and 

winter, we may 

not be able to 

keep up this 

pace, but we do 

hope to bring 
service to a 

great number 

who have been 

so patiently 
waiting. 

We would like to urge you at 

;his time of year especially to in¬ 

spect outside wiring. The ice and 

winds of winter is no kind respect- 

R. S. Holt 

or of loose wires between build¬ 
ings. That insulator on the barn 

that is about to pull out will like¬ 

ly do so under icy conditions. Loose 

wires that wrap in winds may | 

cause an interruption in your ser- ; 
vice when you need it most. Those 

limbs overhanging your service 

wires may need trimming now. j 
In cases where limbs or brush 

are close to high voltage lines, 

please do as many of our members 

are doing and notify the office. ! 

Don’t undertake this job without 

the supervision of one of our crews. 

NEW APPLIANCES 

That new electric range of Mrs. 

Harold Roberts of Campbell Hill 

is going to earn its keep in No¬ 
vember. With the advent of hunt¬ 

ing season, all the cotton-tails, 
quails, or wild ducks that Mr. Rob¬ 

erts brings in will be broiled to a 
delicacy that only an electric range 

can produce with its modern way 
of cooking. 

And, too. just think of the old 

gobblers that will decorate the 
electric ranges on Thanksgiving 
day. Mrs. William Hawthorne of 

Steeleville, and Mrs. Luke Mont¬ 

roy of Ft. Gage will also cook the 

electric way this Thanksgiving. 

And maybe this is not too pleasant 
an afterthought, but at least it’s 

money saving, all that’s not eaten 

on Thanksgiving can be kept in 

those new electric refrigerators for 
days and days until everybody is 

tired of turkey. 

SUBSTATION 

The people North and West of 
Sparta, will be happy to know that 

the new 1000 KVA substation at 

Sparta and the new nine miles of 

"MOLASSES MAKING requires constant attention," says Mrs. Wil¬ 
liam Hawthorne. She and her husband have been turning out sorghum for 

the last 25 years, besides farming 200 acres, east of Steeleville. 

.he chicken-house. It heats the 
water, cooks his meals, washes 
his clothes, "shovels the coal, 
(by way of powering the sto¬ 
ker), and "does almost any¬ 
thing .1 want it to do, Haw¬ 
thorne said. 

One particuarly advantage¬ 
ous use which electricity pro¬ 
vides on his farm is operating 
the hammer mill. "This helps 
to solve my feed problem," 
Hawthorne said, "I can grind 
one bushel a minute. In addi¬ 
tion to saving him time and 
money, the mill provides him 
with "dividends by enabling 
him to grind feed for some of 
his neighbors. 

Farming is but one chore for 
Hawthorne. During the fall he 
makes molasses. From the first 
of September until December, 
he and his wife, grind the sugar 
cane, boil it, and turn-out the 
finished product, sorghum. He 
does this for anyone who 
brings him the cane, of course, 
for a slight cost. "There’s a 
trick in making good molas¬ 
ses," he says. 

| Here again, electricity plays 
a role. The sugar cane is first 
put into a 300-pound press, 
which is powered by a seven 
and one-half horsepower mo- 

: tor. Before he had electricity, 
i h^ used horses, then a gas en- 
; gine to grind the cane. "Elec- 
; tricity cannot compare with the 
horses and engine, Haw¬ 
thorne said. "It does the job 
faster and cheaper, and easi- 

I er-'’ 
After the cane is pressed, it 

is filtered through straw, where 
any "foreign" material is re¬ 
moved. Then it is piped to the 

! cooker, thence to the evapo- 
: rator. While in the cooker, a 
| constant skimming process is 
' undertaken, which removes the 
"foam , This foam, said the 
molasses maker, is what would 
make the sorghum bitter if it 
weren’t removed.. 

The last step is the cooler 
where the molasses is strained 
once more. In all it takes about 
eight gallons of juice to make 
one gallon of molasses, Haw¬ 
thorne said. - 

/in. and Marissa area: On Friday, 
ourday. and Sunday, October 7th, 

i and 9th your whole area was 
objected to terrible low voltage 

onditions. The Illinois Power 
'ompany was doing some construc- 

ion work which made it necessary 
or them to cut down at our sub¬ 

station at Bremen. Our voltage at 

ihe substation was very poor and 
all city and rural people alike had 

poor service. 

The above two items makes it all 
the more necessary that the pro¬ 

gram for a steam generating plant 

be built in our area as soon as 
possible. We can only ask you to 

bear with us until these plans can 

be carried out. 

LETTERS 

“There are two maple trees in 
my front yard that are in the way 
of road widening plans. I am 

afraid to attempt cutting them my¬ 
self for fear of throwing them 

into the highline.”—Floyd Burns, 
Dowell. 

Thank you Mr. Burns, we 

are only too happy to send a 

crew out to supervise the cut¬ 
ting of any trees close to our 

lines. 

“As requested in your letter of 
the 9th, my checks for $2.50 is 

i attached. 

“I enjoy reading your paper 
very much and I believe it would 

I be best, if possible, if you would 
1 have my address—1407 North 
: Charles Street, Belleville, listed for 

this paper as I notice on the past 
couple of copies that delivery was 

attempted on the rural route. 

“As many of your members have 

no doubt told you time and time 
again, it is hardly possible to put 

in words to express the apprecia¬ 

tions for the wonderful service ren¬ 
dered by your organization. I know 

^ that I am most grateful and if it 

| were possible for me to reciprocate 

in some manner, I would try to do 

; so.”—Arkell G. Kunze, 1407 North 
1 Charles Street, Belleville. 

We welcome letters of satisfied 

and dissatisfied members. If you 
will report all new appliances on 

your billing slip each month we 

j can better serve you. Keep the 
! letters coming. 

NEW BLILDING 

Our modern new office building 

now under construction is of con¬ 

3-phase line to Houston are under 
construction now. This will be a 

big improvement to voltage condi¬ 

tions in that area. 

The site for this substation was 
» 

purchased from your neighbors and 

fellow co-op. members. Mr. and 
Mrs. Peter Arnold and Ren Orr. 

Incidentally, Magdalene is making 

sure that the money from this sale 
is going to buy a new electric re¬ 

frigerator. We know you'll all be 

proud of it, Mr. Arnold. 

OCTOGENARIAN 

Our electrification advisor visited 
with Mr. and Mrs. W. P. (“Pen") 
Milligan of Pinckneyville a few 

days ago. Mr. Milligan was cele¬ 
brating his 80th birthday, the first 

birthday he has been fortunate 
enough to celebrate with electric 
lights. Mr. and Mrs. Milligan 

have reared four sons who are all 
married and of whom they are 

justly proud. 
Mr. Milligan reads today without 

glasses and comments, “I am able 

to read without glasses today, be¬ 
cause I never read after the sun 

goes down”. More power to you 
Mr. and Mrs. Milligan, and we 

hope that in 1952, when you cele¬ 

brate your golden wedding, that 

you can cook it with electricity. 

NEW DAIRY BARNS * 
Roy Shields of Murphysboro, 

RFD 3 is sporting a new dairy 

barn arrangement and producing 

grade “A” milk for the Prairie 

Farms Creamery company of Car¬ 

bondale. He has a milking parlor 

for “bossy” now. What with his 

milk cooler, electric hot water 

heater, electric milkers, and run¬ 

ning water, we’re sure he and his- 

fine cows will all be in a better 

mood to do something about pro¬ 
ducing more milk. 

Speaking of these fancy cow 

barns, Marvin Bockhorn of near 
Blair is also working on a milking 
parlor-loafing shed set up. It 

must be the fashion. 

Miss Marjorie Eggemeyer, our 

fine office girl, typist, membership 

supervisor, and general hired hand 
around the Egyptian Electric co¬ 

op office had a surprise for every¬ 

one a few days ago. That best 

boyfriend, Henry Junge of Bald¬ 
win, had taken the big step. He 

had decorated the business finger 
of Marjorie's left hand with a band 
of promise, second to none. We 

all congratulate you Marjorie, but 

we don’t like to think of losing a 

good employee. 

To members in the Pinckneyville, 

Du Quoin, Elkville, De Soto, and 
Carbondale areas: We regret that 

a prolonged outage interrupted 
your service on October 5th. This 

was not a failure in our lines, but 

was due to an interruption in 

CIPS lines feeding our Carbondale 

substation. 

Our men were out on the job and 

the 2-way radio was busy. Arrange¬ 
ments were made to do some line 
switching and get some sections 

of line hot during the night. 

To members in the Sparta, Bald- 

temporary design featuring an ex¬ 

terior contrast between a massive 

stone tower and a modular glass 

entrance. ^Glass is featured 

throughout thte building providing 

pleasant work space within. Ample 

areas are provided for each office 
operation with space allocated for 
bookkeeping, and business opera- 

! tions. engineering department, 

manager, advisors and directors as 

well as storage space. 

Facilities and activities of ac¬ 
counting departments will be more 

properly co-ordinated and efficient 
after the move is made into the 

new building. 
Farthing Brothers, contractors 

and engineers of Streator, are the 

builders. We hope to be in this 

new building by Christmas. 

OPERATING STATISTICS 
Sept. 1949 

Miles Energized      1387 
Revenue Per Mile  *.$17.14 
-Connected Members  4190 
Density Per Mile ..  3.02 
Average Bill    $5.51 
Average KWH Used  122 

KWH Sold    525.010 

Sept. 1948 

Miles Energized    1191 

Revenue Per Mile ..  $15.40 

Connected Members  3469 
Density Per Mile _  *. 2.91 

Average Bill     $5.35 
Average KWH Used  127 

KWH Sold    426,360 

LARAMORE and DOUGLASS, Inc. 
ENGINEERS 

Power Plants, Distribution and Transmission Lines 

SYSTEM STUDY SURVEYS 
REA 

79 East Adams Street, Chicago 3, Illinois 
FIELD OFFICE—154 North Market Street, Paxton, Illinois 
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Service-Primary Purpose 
Of Co-op, Wrinkle Tells 
Illinois Valley Meeting 

Noble D. Wrinkle termed a 
''successful” co-op as one that 
has “well-informed” members 
in his speech at the Illinois 
Valley Electric co-op s first all¬ 
day annual meeting, September 
27, held in the Princeton 
Township High School audi¬ 
torium. 

Wrinkle, regional head of 
application and loans division 
of REA, spoke in the after¬ 
noon. His subject was. What 
makes a Cooperative? * 

The REA representative re¬ 
minded the members that the 
co-op’s primary purpose is to 
give “maximum” service to the 
members. “This means that the 
members should be well-in¬ 
formed about their co-op; they 
should be helped to have safe 
and adequate wiring, and they 
should make full use of power 
for profit as well as pleasure, 
.Wrinkle declared. 

“One means by which a co¬ 
op can start such a informative 
program is to hire an electri¬ 
fication adviser,” Wrinkle said. 
He congratulated the Illinois 
Valley co-op for having such 
a program. (The co-op em¬ 
ployed Fred E. Darr, last Feb¬ 

ruary to handle the informa¬ 
tion program.) 

Wrinkle also discussed some 
of the enemies of the co-ops. 
He named three groups which 
co-ops should be watching 
closely. First, members of co¬ 
ops, “who lack the heart and 
spirit of co-operative action. 
As long as they can vote, they 
can harm you,” he declared. 
Second, the National Tax 
Equality Association. “A co¬ 
op formed to fight co-oper¬ 
atives ’ Third, some private 
utility companies. 

The meeting was called to 
order by retiring President L. 
F. Boyle. Boyle, who resigned 
from the board because of ill 
health, was succeeded as pres¬ 
ident by Upton Craig. 

Reports were given by Man¬ 
ager F. I. Ruble, Secretary 
Mrs. Edith Kays, and Treas¬ 
urer Mrs. Eileen Slingsby. 
Manager Ruble called the 
members’ attention to the latest 
attack against the co-ops, “that 
they don’t pay taxes. R 
referred to the “phony buck” 
issued by the NTEA. 

j “Because we are set up as a 
non-profit making organization, 

—Photo by BUREAU COUNTY TRIBUNE 
THREE DIRECTORS elected to the board of Illinois Val¬ 

ley Electric co-op at the annual meeting were, left to right: 
Ray H. Jackson, Toulon; Mrs. Eileen Slingsby, Utica: and 
Dawson Glenn, Magnolia. Mr. Jackson was named vice- 
president, and Mrs. Slingsby, treasurer. Mr. Glenn replaced 
L. F. Boyle. 

we do not pay taxes on the 
same basis as a utility com¬ 
pany,” Ruble said, but we do 
pay taxes. We pay taxes in 
each county we serve. We pay 
sales taxes on the material we 
buy, and there are a lot of other 
taxes we have to pay. Don’t 
ever let anyone tell you, your 
co-op doesn t pay taxes, the 
manager declared. 

Ruble informed the members 
that because the new power 
contract with the utility com¬ 
pany is somewhat higher than 

the old one, some rates would 
be increased. “The increase 
will probably be added to the 
water heater rate, he said. 
“The retail rate will remain 
the same.” 

The manager pointed out 
that he knew of no other or¬ 
ganization that has been able 
to keep the same rate level 
throughout the last 10 turbu¬ 
lent years. “This is something 
to be proud of, he declared. 

Summing up some of the 
problems which have hindered 

good service. Ruble said that 
weather was the principal one. 
“The damage, which is caused 
chiefly by falling trees, can be 
controlled to a certain extent 
by tree trimming,” he said. 
“Hedges present another prob¬ 
lem to service,” Ruble said. “In 
the past the co-op has hired 
bulldozers to clean them out.” 

Secretary Kays inlormed the 
members that the co-op is 
maintaining an average of 13 
new connections each month. 
She also said that in order to 
give the members the best serv¬ 
ice possible, the co-op has 
placed maintenance men in two 
of the outlying areas. 

In the treasurer's report, 
Mrs. Slingsby said that last 
year the co-op purchased 9,- 
765,875 kilowatts from the 
"power company and sold 7,- 
925,398 kilowatts to the mem¬ 
bers. 

1 hree board members were 
elected to serve three year 
terms. They were: Ray H. 
Jackson, Toulon; Mrs. Eileen 
Slingsby, Utica; and Dawson 
Glenn, Magnolia. Glenn will 
replace President Boyle on the 
board. 

A pot-luck dinner, following 
the morning session, was serv¬ 
ed on the high school grounds. 
Members of the Home Ec¬ 
onomics classes of the high 
school helped to serve the meal. 
Entertainment was provided in 
both morning and afternoon 
sessions. The presenting of at¬ 
tendance awards concluded 
the meeting. 

AN ORIGINAL log beam is pointed to by Mrs. Hicks. 
This is the part of the basement of the former inn on the Wau- 
bonsle trail from Beardstown to Fort Madison. Today the inn 
is a modern farm house. 

Woman Director’s Home Is 
Former Historical Inn 

The old inn on the Waubonsie trail from Beardstown to 
Fort Madison is still standing. But the stagecoach passengers 
who spent their nights there would hardly recognize it today, 
if they were alive. 

Now a completely modern, electrified, farm house, the 
former inn is the home of Mr. and Mrs. Reon Hicks. Mrs. Hicks 
is a director on the McDon-r 
ough Power Electric co-op at 
Macomb. 

The house has changed con¬ 
siderably since the days of 100 
years ago when the road in 
front of the inn resounded 
with the rumble of the stage¬ 
coaches. The only reminder of 
those days are several rough 
log beams, which still support 
the front portion of the house, 
and can be seen in the base¬ 
ment ceiling. 

Modernized 
Electric lights now glow 

where once candles and coal 
oil lamps illuminated. The 
house has been enlarged. A 
modern basement covers the 

entire area under it and elec¬ 
trical appliances never dream¬ 
ed of by those sleepers of a ■ 
century ago have been install¬ 
ed. 

Wood for cooking in the 
old fireplace is needed no 
more. Mrs. Hicks has an elec- j 
trie range which cooks the 
meals much faster and more | 
easily than her predecessors 
could. 

And the dishes are readily 
cleaned with an electric dish 

j washer. An electric ironer re¬ 
places the old irons. 

Mr. and Mrs. Hicks op¬ 
erate a 300-acre farm. They 

I specialize in raising cattle 

WASHING CLOTHES is made easy for Mrs. Reon Hicks 
with her electric washer. Quite a change from the way they 
did it a 100 years ago when the house, where the Hick's live, 
was an inn. Mrs. Hicks is a director of the McDonough Elec¬ 
tric co-op at Macomb. 

and hogs. Most of the feed 
for the livestock is mixed on 
the farm with an electric feed 
mixer. Hicks claims that the 
mixer is one of bis biggest 
money savers. He estimates 
that he saves between $8 and 
$10 per ton each year. 

This farmer raises and feeds 
more than 125 head of Here- 

NEWS FROM 
Menard 
Petersburg, ill. 

HOWARD O. BELL, Mgr. 

The substation located near Vir¬ 

ginia was energized on October 12 

and your board of directors and 

ford cattle each year, which he j 
markets in Chicago. In addi¬ 
tion, he breeds approximately 
500 head of hogs. 

Mr. Hicks’ grandfather was 
one of the pioneer settlers in 
the area. It is said that Grand¬ 
father Hicks could walk seven 
miles in any direction from his 
farmhouse and still be on his 
own land. IVfc. Hicks father,' 
Darius Hicks, once operated 
elk and deer preserves on the 
farm for a hobby. 

entire cooperative personnel heaved 

a great sigh of relief. We know 

Howard O. Bell 
tion. 

However, it is 

that this station 

alone will not 

correct all our 
voltage difficul¬ 

ties in this 

area afe it will 
be necessary to 

revamp our ex¬ 

isting feeder 

lines to fully 

utihze this sta- 

an additional 

fact that the consumers east of 
Beardstown, who were receiving 

their power from our Athens sub¬ 

station, will now receive it from 

our Virginia station you can see 

how much this station means. 

Work has been started on erect¬ 
ing the steel to replace the tempor¬ 

ary wood structure at our Mason 
City substation and we hope to 

have it completed also during Octo¬ 
ber. » 

FEEDER LINES 

Work is progressing nicely with 
our new three-phase lines. You 

have probably noticed that some of 
our single-phase lines look like 

they have been hit by a very high 
wind, but where our new three 

phase lines are being built along 

these lines it has been necessary to 
lean the poles out of the way so 

that the new lines can be con¬ 

structed with the least possible 

outages. 

PICNIC 

The directors and their families, 
and the employees and their fami¬ 

lies, enjoyed a fish fry at the Old 

Salem Chautauqua Park on Friday 
evening, September 16. Everyone 

agreed that our lineman, Ray Lo¬ 
gan, really knows how fish should 

be fried. The “hobo coffee”, pre¬ 
pared by Line Foreman Albert Hin- 

richs and Mrs. Elizabetlf Ramsey, 
also met with everyone’s approval. 

The group assembled about 5:30 
p.m. and the more active members, 

and in my own case the most fool¬ 
ish ones, engaged in a brief game 
of soft ball. I believe that Asso¬ 

ciation of Illinois Cooperatives 

Manager A. E. Becker, will agree 
with me that in our cases the 

game was not brief enough. How¬ 
ever, I feel sure everyone enjoyed 

the evening and will be looking for¬ 

ward to a similar occasion next 

year. 

About one million cords of fuel 

wood are used each year in Illinois. 
★ ★ ★ 

The cell is the basis of genetic 
improvement, since each pant and 

animal starts its life as a single 

cell. 
* ★ ★ 

References to diseases resem¬ 

bling undulant fever are found in 

the writings of Hlnnocrates (460- 
357 3. C.) 

source of power and will greatly 

shorten the distance between the 

ultimate consumer and the point of 

supply. When you consider the 

Wire recorders are being used on 
some poultry farms for trapnest¬ 
ing purposes. The offer recorded 
proof of which hens a"- 
which are lying. 
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NEWS FROM 

Rural Electric 
Divernon. (11. 

RALPH V. WHITE, Mgr, 

m 
Ralph White 

RAY RATERMANN shows how easy it is to operate one of his “elevated" milking stalls. Ratermann’s new 
milk parlor will save both time and labor, he says. The parlor is 30 feet long and 10 feet wide. 

New Type Milking System 
Eliminates ‘Stooping’ 

No more milker’s “back¬ 
ache. ' 

Stooping, squatting, and jit- 
terbugging back and forth 
across the barn gutter—they re 
all a thing of the past on Ray 
Ratermann’s dairy farm since 
he put his new milking system 
into operation. 

The system revolutionizes 
old milking methods and saves 
both time and labor, Rater- 
mann says. “Instead of going 

to the cows, I have them come 
to me. 

Here is how it operates: 
The old barn has been chang¬ 
ed into a loafing “shed”. Some 
of the advantages which this 
offers are, udder injuries are 
reduced because of the warm 
bed on which the cows lay; 
barn cleaning is eliminated; 
cows are free to move about 
and thus they can get out of 
cold drafts; and probably the 
most important advantage is 
improved herd health. 

The milking parlor, 30 feet 
long and 10 feet wide, is con¬ 
nected to the loafing barn. It 
has three elevated stalls, 30 
inches above the floor, where 
the cows are milked. The cows 
enter the parlor through a slid¬ 
ing door at the top of a 10-foot 
long ramp, located in the barn. 

While two cows are being 
milked, a third can be cleaned 
and made ready. When a cow 
is finished, the milker is discon¬ 
nected, the cow is released 
from the stall, and walks out 
another door at the far end of 
the parlor. In the meantime 
Raterman has opened the door 
to the loafing barn and let a 
cow into the empty stall. 

“It’s easy to get the cows to 
come into the stalls,” Raterman 
says, “because each stall has a 
feed box, and the cow soon 
learns this.” The milker at¬ 
tachment can be adjusted to 
any size cow. “I get more 
milk now since the cows are 
more comfortable.” 

With the new milk parlor 
there is only a small area 

in hay or used for pasture. His 
clean. And an electrically op-, main objective is to grow 
erated water system helps the enough feed for his cows. He 
dairyman to take care of this js a member of the Clinton 
in a matter of minutes. Rater- County Electric co-op at 
man says it has cut his clean- Breese. 

ng time from two hours to 15 
minutes. 

In addition to his dairy op¬ 
erations, Ratermann farms 100 
acres, most of which is planted j operating with us as much as pos¬ 

sible. 

As this column is being written, 
the wind is blowing “to who laid 
the chunk”. Phone calls are pour¬ 
ing in from all over our project. 
This is not unusual on windy days 

however, as we 
have known for 
a long time 
that trees and 
tree limbs cause 
rom 90 to 95 
per cent of all 
our outages. 

If you are one 
o f those who 
was inconven¬ 

ienced by an outage on this date, 
you can be assured that it was a 
tree or tree limb along the line 
somewhere that caused the annoy¬ 
ing outage. Outages are expensive. 
Was it your tree that caused the 
damage? 

WHOSE MONEY? 
Before you read this article, we 

expect to have a crew of men out 
on the lines cutting and trimming 
trees in an effort- to give you as 
good electrical service as possible. 

The work to be done is going to 
cost you members a lot of money. 
There are several ways you can 
help us rednce these expenses. 
There are 1100 miles of line for the 
crews to work on, and some time 
will be required to get around to 
all the lines. If you want to have 
money, you can help by reading 
the following suggestions, and co- 

Champion Dairyman Uses 
Electrical Equipment, 
To Increase Profits 

An electric milk coller puts: Christian County Association 
plenty of extra dollars in the last year with a 719.4 pounds 
dairyman’s pocket. Not only butterfat record, out of 17,116 
does it earn for him the sub- pounds of milk, 
stantial grade milk premium, During the summer the 
but it means an additional pre- cows are fed roughage con- 
mium which dairy companies sisting of alfalfa and silage 
are now paying to the farmer with a 14 per cent protein 
with a cooler. content added. In winter, 

That's why electricity as- ground corn and oats, plus 
sumes a role of “vital im- soy bean, is the principal 
portance” on modern dairy feed. 
farms such as Donald Elli- Profits are not the only ad- 
ott's of Edinburg. vantages which the dairyman 

Elliott receives about $240 
more each month for his milk 
because of the power he ob-! 

tains from Rural Electric Con- | 
venience co-op of Divernon. 
About $40 comes from the 15 | 
cent per 100 pound “milk cool¬ 
er premium”, and $200 from 
the 75 cent per 100 pound 
“grade” premium. 

Uniformity 
While his two-unit milking 

machine doesn’t add “hard 
cash”, it pays its way by en- ’ 
abling Elliot to maintain uni-1 
formity—“an essential in my 
business,” he says. 

Last January, Elliott’s 16 
purebred half registered Hol- 
steins topped the Dairy Herd 
Improvement Association with 
a 58.4 pounds of butterfat per 
cow record. This was obtained 
from 1398 pounds of milk per 
cow under standard two time 
a day milking conditions. 

Though all his cows are ave¬ 
raging over 600 pounds of but¬ 
terfat per year, the dairy farm¬ 
er is particularly proud of one 

to cow. This cow headed the 

1. You can cut the trees 
yourself that are liable to cause 
trouble. If you need help in 
felling the trees, so that they 
do not fall on the line, call 
your co-op office, and tell us 
when you expect to get on the 
job. We will arrange to send 
help, so that outages can be 
avoided and danger to you can 
be eliminated. 
2. You can avoid trouble in the 

future by keeping underbrush out 
along the line. Soon the under¬ 
brush will be as high as the lines, 
and then is when trouble starts. 
It is a good idea to nip these prob¬ 
lems in the bud. During times 
when you are not so busy on the 
farm, you might plan to clean up 
your underbrush and cut hedges, 
that if allowed to grow will cause 
damage to your lines. 

3. Give our crews permis- 

realizes from electricity. “My 
work is easier and faster now. 
I have time to improve my 
herd,” he says. 

A CHAMPION COW on Donald Elliott's dairy farm south 
of Edinburg, This cow as a two-year-old gave 501 pounds of 
butterfat, and 631 pounds as a three year old. She is averag¬ 
ing well over 600 pounds now. She has had two calves by 
artificial insemination, and one by natural method. Elliott's 
farm is electrified by the Rural Electric Convenience co-op of 
Divernon. — 

sion to cut trees that are now 
or will interfere with the line. 
Trimming and pruning trees 
helps for a while, but soon the 
branches grow back into the 
lines. Let ua do a good job 
while we’re doing it. 

4. Help our crews get rid of the 
brush and trees that are cut. Ar¬ 
range to burn it yourself or may¬ 
be you have a gully washing 
somewhere, and the brush will cer¬ 
tainly be more useful there than 
interfering with your electrical 
service. 

5. If you are a tenant far¬ 
mer, talk this over with your 
landlord now, so that when the 
crew comes by, they can get 
the job done without delay. 
Wasted time is an expense. 

This tree trimming project^’ 
should be of interest to every mem¬ 
ber. It is going to cost a lot of 
money. We would certainly appre¬ 
ciate the fullest cooperation of 
every member-owner on the lines. 

POLES FOR SALE 
Your co-op now has some good 

used poles for sale. These poles 
are being replaced by heavier 
poles, and are in excellent condi¬ 
tion. 

If you live in the Harvel area, 
some poles are being left at the 
Harvel Lumber yard. If you are 
closer to Divernon, you cap call at 
the co-op office. These poles are 
for sale at greatly reduced prices. 
They are 30 and 35 feet long. 

The poles are ideal for building 
purposes, pole lights or a myriad 
of other uses you might find for 
them. All poles are creosoted, and 
will last for a long time. 

FARMER GROUP 
The Morrisonville Farmer Train¬ 

er group held their regular meet¬ 
ing September 23. Power Use Ad¬ 
viser Roy Goode presented the film 
“Summer Storm”, which tells what 
goes on behind the scenes of the 
electrical industry when preparing 
for a storm, and operations during 
the storm. A discussion on elec¬ 
trification followed, before the reg¬ 
ular business meeting. 

CHECK WIRING 
Some of the poles that are men¬ 

tioned above as “for sale” are the 
result of your co-op’s work in 
building heavier lines. Larger 
conductors are required to carry 
the increased current demands of 
you members. Heavier conductors 
require larger poles. 

Are you keeping pace with your 
demands? Now is a good time to 
check your own wiring and equip¬ 
ment. It’s a good plan to check 
and see if you have enough circuits 
of the proper size to carry your 
appliance and equipment load. 

Perhaps some cold morning 
your milking machine will hum 
and not com j up to the re¬ 
quired running speed. Cold 
weather puts an added load on 
this type of equipment, and if 
your wiring is inadequate to 
carry the increased current de¬ 
manded by your machine, 
trouble will no doubt follow. 

You may be one of the members 
who has added equipment and mo¬ 
tors rather haphazardly without 
much thought as to the wiring re¬ 
quirements. If you have, it’s a 
good plan to check with your wire- 
man, and if additional wiring is 
required, be sure to make provi¬ 
sions for the electrical equipment 
you may want to add in the fu¬ 
ture. It’s much more economical 
to add to your wiring than to re¬ 
place it. 

Estimates are that 30,000 4-H 
Club members in the U. S. in 1948 
saved two million gallons of trac¬ 
tor fuel through proper tractor 
maintenance and operation. 

* * * 

Seed corn can be carried over 
for many years with most of its 
original vitality by drying it to 5 
to 8 per cent moisture and storing 
it in air-tight containers at a uni¬ 
form low temperature. 
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Traditional Thanksgiving Fare 

Though fancy garnishes arc not needed to trim the delicately browned Thanksgiving turkey, colorful red 
baked tomatoes stuffed with corn add to the value of the platter. As the final touch for the holiday meal, there’s 
nothing more satisfying than pumpkin tarts, garnished with cheese turkey and served with plenty of good coffee. 

Roast Turkey aud Delicious Pumpkin 

Tarts Are Tops For Holiday Feasting 

Ask any liomemaker what the ten best dressed tables wear 
on Thanksgiving Day . . . well bet she’ll say Roast Turkey! 
Whether the meal starts off with oysters, tomato juice or cran¬ 
berry juice cocktails, roast turkey, delicately-browned, and 
pumpkin pie will invariably predominate at home dinners. 

To make Thanksgiving Day a red letter occasion, we’ve 
planned a menu for you, your family and friends. Oif* choice 
for the big day: 

Cranberry Juice Cocktail 
Cheese Straw Appetizers 
(served in Living Room) 

Roast Turkey Celery Stuffing 
Parsley Riced Potatoes Giblet Gravy 

Baked Tomatoes with Corn Stuffing 
Crisp Celery Ripe Olives 

Hot Rolls Butter Balls 
Pumpkin Tarts 

Coffee Mints 
For a maximum amount of white 

meat, pick a young hen turkey av¬ 
eraging seven to 15 pounds of 

dressed weight. "Soung tom tur¬ 

keys have a larger percentage of 

dark meat. They range from 13 to 

20 pounds dressed weight. Plan on 

one-half or three-quarters of a 

pound of turkey for each person 

served. 

To Thaw Frozen Bird 

Many families have already se¬ 

lected a turkey for the feast and 

have it safely stored away in the 

home freezer or in the nearby 

frozen food locker. If this is the 

case, you’ll want to allow sufficient 

time to thaw the turkey before the 

big day arrives. 

Place the bird in its original 
wrapper in the regular compart¬ 
ment of the refrigerator. Allow two 
to three days if it's a large bird. 

For speedy thawing, however, place 

the bird in cool running water for 

two to three hours until it's just 

pliable enough to handle. Cook im¬ 

mediately after thawing. 

To Stuff 

Hub salt (one-eighth teaspoon 

per pound)) on inside of neck and 

body cavity. Allow a cup of dress¬ 

ing for every pound of the bird. 

A word to the wise cook . . . plan 

on extra dressing to tuck into a 

casserole and bake with the bird 

the last hour of it’s browning in 

the oven. Better to have too much 

than too little so plan on seconds. 

Stuff the neck first; allowing room 

for dressing to expand. Skin is left 

nicely Tong so it may be drawn over 

the dressing and fastened securely 
to the back, leaving a smooth 
chested bird. Skewer skin back 

with toothpicks or metal skewers. 

To Boast 
Weigh or estimate the weight of 

the stuffed bird so the total cook¬ 
ing time may be determined. Lay 

in shallow baking pan, in a V-shap¬ 

ed rack, breast side down. Bake un¬ 

covered at 325° F. half the estimat¬ 

ed baking time, then breast up until 

the cooking is completed. Do not 

sear add water or cover the pan 
during the baking time. Brush the 

skin lightly with unsalted fat such 

as lard, to prevent blistering. If de¬ 
sired, cover with a cheesecloth 
which may be lightly moistened 

with fat to prevent drying out. Re¬ 
move cloth during the last half of 
the roasting period if the bird is 
not well browned. 

Boasting Time Table 
Roast a 10-16 pound bird 18-20 

minutes per pound; a 16-20 pound 
bird 15-18 minutes per pound in a 
325° F. oven. 

Pumpkin Tarts 

What could be more in keeping 
with the season—or more individ¬ 

ual—than pumpkin tarts topped 
with turkeys cut from cheese? 

The cheese turkeys are easy to 

make, using pasteurized American 

cheese, sliced. First cut a paper 

pattern of a turkey to fit your 

tarts. Lay the pattern on a cheese 

slice and cut around with a knife. 

Place one cheese turkey in the cen¬ 

ter of each tart. 

You may do the same decorative 
trick, too, with a full-size pie by 

using several cheese turkeys. 

The trimmings from the cheese, 

to avoid waste, may go into sand- 

wichest salads, sauces, or casser¬ 

ole dishes. \ 
To make the tarts, line large 

iiiiiiiiiiiiiimimiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii 

Helpful Hints 
Try using dry newspaper to 

wipe off dusty panes of glass. Or 

use a moistened newspaper to re¬ 
move most of the dirt, and then 
finish with dry newspaper or tis¬ 

sue paper. 
■k H H 

To prevent metal cans of scour¬ 
ing powder from leaving stains on 
damp linoleum or enamel, dip the 

bottom of the can in melted paraf¬ 

fin. When cool and hard the paraf¬ 
fin coating will help against stains. 

If screw tops on glass bottles re¬ 

fuse to unscrew, wrap a rubber 

band around the top and it will 

serve as traction for your hand. 

Here Are Several 
Good Recipes For 
Leftover Turkey 

There’s no need to let Turkey 

become commonplace just because 

a lot was left over from Thanks¬ 
giving dinner. In one of these rec¬ 

ipes, it can be just as glamorous 

as ever—and sure to strike a re¬ 
sponsive chord. 

Turkey Turnovers 
2 cups cubed leftover Turkey 
.’i tablespoons butter 

Vi cup chopped onion . 
Vi cup chopped green pepper 
3 tablespoon flour 

IV'a cups milk or milk and stock 
Vi teaspoon salt 

Melt fat, add onions and green 
pepper and cook until clear. Re- 

! move from fire, blend in flour and 

i slowly add liquid, stirring con- 

i stantly. Return to fire and stir 

, until thick. Add salt and pepper. 

To half the sauce add the cubed 

| turkey. Cool and put inside turn¬ 

overs. Save remaining sauce to 

heat and pour over baked turn¬ 

overs. 

Make enough pastry for a two 

crust pie. Roll out and cut into 

circles about four inches wide. 

Place spoonfuls of the turkey mix¬ 

ture in centers of half the circles. 
Cover with remaining circles, mois¬ 

tening edges with water to seal 

in the juices. Pierce tops with 

fork. Bake on cookie sheet in 450° 

F. oven 20-30 minutes or until 

brown. Serve with the extra sauce, 

heated. Makes eight turnovers. 

Turkey Hash 
3 cups Turkey, ground 
2 cups raw white potatoes, ground 

1V6 teaspoons salt 
V§ teaspoon pepper 
V£ cup onion, ground 

2 cups liquid (use all stock from 
cooking giblets or all milk or half of 
each. 

Combine all ingredients. Place 
in casserole, dot with butter, cover 

and bake in 350° F. oven for two 

hours. Uncover last 30 minutes of 
baking time to brown. Serves six. 

muffin tins with your favorite pie 

pastry. Or, if you prefer, you can 

use small individual baking dishes. 

Pour in the golden brown pumpkin 

custard and bake. 
Pumpkin Custard 

3 tablspoons sugar 
1 teaspoon cinnamon 

% teaspoon each nutmeg, cloves, 
ginger, salt 

1 /3 cup molasses 
1V6 cups strained pumpkin 

1 cup milk 
2 eggs whole 
1 egg yolk 
X egg white 
8 tart shells 

Mix dry ingredients, combine 

with molasses, pumpkins, and milk. 

Beat together two eggs and one 

egg yolk; add. Beat remaining egg 

white stiff and fold in. Pour cus¬ 

tard into tart shells and bake 20 

minutes—or until an inserted knife 
comes out clean. 

Cranberries Now 
Prepared In Many 
Delectable Wavs 

Cranberries which have been 

served customarily as an “added 

touch” to holiday dinners can be 
prepared in many other delectable 

ways, offering a “new food” in 
many dishes. Here are recipes which 

offer some of these “new sug¬ 

gestions” and merit a try. 
Cranberry Cocktail 

2 cups cranberries 
2 cups water 

% cup sugar 
Ys teaspoon salt 

1 cup gingerale 
Boil the cranberries and water 

gently until the berries are soft, 

then press through a fine sieve. 

Add the sugar and salt. Stir until 

the sugar is dissolved, then chill. 

Just before serving add the ginger- 
ale. 

Cranberry Muffins 

1 egg 
% cup milk  • 
2 cups sifted flour 
4 teaspoons baking powder 

V4 cup sugar 
Vi teaspoon salt 

4 tablespoon melted butter or fat 
1 cup cranberries 

Beat the egg slightly and add the 

milk. Add the liquid mixture to the 

sifted dry ingredients. Roll the 

berries in two more tablespoons of 
sugar, and fold into the batter 

with the melted fat. Do not stir 

the mixture any more than neces¬ 
sary. Pour into greased muffin 

pans and bake in a moderately hot 
oven (400° F) for about 30 minutes, 

or until brown. Serve hot. 

HOME MILK AND CREAM 

Big cities have wiped out milk-borne 
epidemics by compulsory milk pas¬ 
teurization. Now rural families . . . 
YOUR FAMILY ... can have that 
same protection as your city cousins. 

SAFGARD — the approved home 
milk pasteurizer will do the job ef¬ 
ficiently, inexpensively and still re¬ 
tain the natural flavor of your milk. 

A DAY 
OPERATES 

YOUR SAFGARD 

Plugs into ordinary 
110-volt line. Pas¬ 
teurizes up to 2 
gallons of milk or 
cream. Automatic 
cut *■ off. Nothing 
complicated. TEN 
DAY TRIAL witk 
money-back guar¬ 
antee. 

PASTE ON 
PENNY POST CARD 

go 8, HI- l 

con pro+ec* rr’^ 
diseases. Send! 
TRIAL offer- 
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Hand-Made Gifts Christmas 

Cigarette Case 

f>rocheted Doll 

Cherry Mittens 

Crocheted Puppy 

Organdy Gift Apron 

Pineapple Edged Linen Doily 

Swedish Darning Towels 

Man’s Cable Stitch Socks, Mittens 

embroidered in a border design. A 

pretty party apron. 

PINEAPPLE EDGED JJNEN 

DOILY is a pretty lace and linen 

doily, a little over twelve inches 

in diameter, that will please any 
homemaker. 

CROCHETED DOLL is almost as 

big as a real live baby yet costs 
little to make. For added color, 
decorate the doll with touches of 
embroidery. 

MAN’S CABLE STITCH SOCKS 
AND MITTENS’ will make a hit 
with Dad or big brother because 

they are comfortable and attrac¬ 

tive too. 

APPLIQUE BIBS FOR BABY. 

A simple form of needlework and 

an inexpensive one to turn plain 

bibs into something special for 

baby’s mealtimes. Appliques can 

be made with scraps of fabric. 

CHERRY MITTENS are cro¬ 

cheted of white or black knitting 
worsted and trimmed with clusters 

of crocheted cherries. The leaves 

are embroidered. 

Too many people mistakenly 

think that a bright light glaring 

directly on a printed page Is "good” 
lighting. 

Applique Bibs For Baby 

Our pattern leaflets are ail 

FREE! Whether you select sever¬ 
al of the patterns Hated below or 
you are interested in directions for 
making the other gift suggestions 

illustrated above, you may order 
as many as you wish. Just include 

a STAMPED, SELF-ADDRESSED 
envelope for every FOUR patterns 
you request and address your re¬ 
quests to Kay Conlan, Illinois REA 
News, Box 1180, Springfield, 111. 

Ideas For Fun 

Make a Doll House 
Christmas Gift Wrappings 

Christmas Tree Ornaments 

Handmade Christmas Cards 
Santa Claus Party 

Thanksgiving Centerpieces 

Toys To Crochet 

Saddle Horse 

Black Cat and Pink Dog 

Loopy Dog and Ball 
Items To Crochet 

Indian Pattern Potholders 

Colorful Crocheted Potholders 
Dusting Mitts 

Handkerchief Edgings 

Double Flounce Doily 
Frothy Lace Doily 

Puff Stitch Afghan 
Two Tone Afghan (squares) 
Small Doily Set-Triffles 

Sweet Clover Tablecloth 

Beige Wool Hat 

Items to Sew 

Dad’s Chef Apron 
Dragonfly Hand Towel 

Triangular Bib Apron 
Colorful Print Apron 

Covers For Toaster. Mixer, Silex 

Hot Place Set-Quilted 

Felt Shoulder Bag 

Felt Tailored Handbag 

Bedroom Vanity Skirt 
Mexican Motif Place Set 

Burlap "Rustic Place Mats 

Scarf Dickey 

Jersey Dickey 

Girl’s Plaid Skirt (Sizes 2-6) 

Items To Knit 
Skating Set 

Gay Transformer 

Girl’s Skirt Bolero 
Sweaters 

Man’s Coat Sweater 

‘Old Favorites’ 
The patterns listed in this 

section have joined our group 

of "Old Favorites” because of 

their continued popularity. 

While our supply lasts, we’ll 

make the "Old Favorites” avail¬ 

able for those who have been 
wanting to write. Address your 

requests to Kay Conlan, Illinois 
REA News, Box 1180, Spring- 

field, Illinois enclosing a 
STAMPED, SELF-ADDRESS¬ 

ED ENVELOPE for every 

FOUR patterns you request. 

Blessed Event Shower 
Bridal Table Decorations 

Pompon Cat and Kittens 
Stocking Dolls 
Corner Lace for Handker¬ 

chiefs 

Centerpiece with Pineapple 

Points 
Pansy Doily 

Pineapple Edged Chair Set 

Sunburst Doily 

Double Ruffle Doily 

Pinwheel Bedspread 

Tulip Tableclom 

Pineapple Buffet Set 

Pineapple Vanity Set 

Lacy Table Doily 

Flowered Scatter Rug 

How to Make Draperies 

Plastic Apron, Kitchen En¬ 

semble 
Sewing With Plastic 

Boy, Girl School Sweaters 

Softie Blouse (Sizes 2, 4) 

Man’s Sleeveless Slipon 

Start Gifts Now 
To Be Ready At 
Christmas-Time 

Think back to last December— 

to the hustle and bustle of your 

pre-holiday preparations. Time 

heals all wounds, they say,’ no per¬ 

haps you’ve forgotten how hectic 

that last week was. But if you 

really think back to it you’ll recall 

that you probably rushed madly 

around finishing up last minute 

jobs that could have been done 

much in advance. 

It’s a natural human failing to 

put things off, of course. But it’s 
definitely not good for the nerves 
or the disposition. And then, too, 

you miss so much of the fun of 

Christmas planning when you have 

to turn yourselJ inside-out to have 
everything ready in time. 

Gift List 

Your Christmas gift list presents 

the biggest problem—as it does to 

us all. First of all you have to 

make out the list and it is prob¬ 
ably longer this year than ever 

before. A Christmas list has a 
wTay of enlarging itself. Then be¬ 

side the name you’ll start filling 

in what each person would like. 

There will be many blank spaces 
until you can think of an appro¬ 

priate gift for some of your friends 
and relatives. 

Maybe we have an answer to 

your problem! If you can sew, 
knit, crochet, or embroider there 
is no limit to the number of attrac¬ 

tive and useful items you can make 

to tuck under your own or your 

friend’s Christmas tree. Hand¬ 
made gifts are the nicest and 

friendliest kind of gifts to give or 

receive. 

If there are limitations on the 

budget, one of the most wonderful 

things about making your own 

Christmas gifts is the expensive 
looking effects you can achieve 

from just su<?h humble beginnings. 

But the most important thing to 
remember is to start in time so you 

can enjoy making each article as 

you go along. 

Directions 

Directions? The ILLINOIS REA 

NEWS has many patterns avail¬ 

able—just for the asking. For the 

past several weeks we have been 

collecting Christmas ideas for your 

"make-your-own” Christmas gifts 

and many of these are illustrated. 
You’ll find many other suggestions 

in our regular Pattern List. 

Directions for making any of 
the gifts illustrated as well as 
other direction leaflets on the 
Pattern List are FREE! Just 
send a STAMPED, SELF-AD¬ 
DRESSED envelope to Kay Con¬ 
lan, Illinois REA News, Spring- 

field, HI., for every FOUR pat¬ 
terns you request. 

CROCHETED PUPPY, the 
friendly pup, is a simple project 

for baby, complete with cap, collar 

and floppy ears. Crochet him of 

white wool. 

SWEDISH DARNING TOWELS. 

Swedish darning is a simple but 

effective kind of embroidery 

worked in running stitches through 
the raised threads of the bucking, 

turning plain buck towels into 

decorative gift items. 

CIGARETTE CASE. A ball of 

cotton, a crochet hook and you can 

turn out a sturdy little case for 

a cigarette pack. Also included in 

this pattern are the directions for 

making a square compact cover. 

ORGANDY APRON is made of 

white or pastel organdy with 

matching leaves, appliqued and 
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Bad Eating Habits Are Endangering Your Health 

This three- year old girl is one of the 239 individiuals who 
participated in a year-long family nutrition study. Complete 
medical and dental examinations were given three times dur¬ 
ing the study. The study showed children under 12 suffer from 
a serious lack of Vitamins A and D in their meals. Ability to 
play, work and grow increased markedly as diets were bal¬ 
anced and caloric intake increased to the required amounts. 

Try Planning ‘Incentive Breakfasts’ 
If Youngsters Balk At Morning Meal 

Loss Of Vitamins 
In Home Cooking 
A Health Hazard 

Americans gamble with their pres¬ 
ent and future health through disre¬ 
gard of common sense rules of eat¬ 
ing! 

This the conclusion drawn by ex¬ 
perts of the Pennsylvania State col¬ 
lege and Westinghouse Electric cor¬ 
poration after a year-long nutrition 
study of 64 average families. 

The research project, conducted by 
Mrs. Julia Kiene and Dr. Pauline 
Beery Mack, was the first of its kind 
in the field of human nutrition. The 
238 people ranging from 15 days to 
74 years of age, who voluntarily par¬ 
ticipated were not put on any diet 
but were given carefully balanced 
menus. They were given specific 
recommendations as to the quantity 
of major food types which they could 
consume. 

Examinations Given 
Each of the persons was given a 

thorough medical and nutrition ex¬ 
amination three times during the 
course of the project—at the begin¬ 
ning, after six months, and at the end 
of the year. 

“While the diet records kept by 
these families the week before the 
study showed their food selection to 
be better than average," Dr. Mack re¬ 
ported, "only 28 per cent were eating 
sufficient food to meet recommended 
caloric requirements. Nor was suffi¬ 
cient quantity of any of the major 
nutrients—protein, minerals, CM- vita¬ 
mins—being consumed by most of 
the family members.” 

Each family was supplied with al¬ 
uminum cooking utensils, having flat 
bottoms and tight-fitting lids, and 
scales to weigh foods. In addition, 
a home economist visited the families 
regularly to show homemakers ap¬ 
proved methods of food storage and 
preparation. 

Show Improvement 
At the conclusion of the project 

general over-all improvement as 
shown by medical examinations was 
coupled with marked improvement in 
such individual factors as weight, 
condition of the skin, gums and 
tongue. 

Reflexes were improved, fatigue 
lessened, and nervous habits reduced. 
Members suffered fewer colds. 

Adult women made the poorest 
showing of all sex-groups at both 
the beginning and the end of the 
study. Their meals lacked proper 
balance and in the entire group 
57.8 per cent were underweight 
mainly because they just didn’t eat 
enough to get the required caloric 
intake or because they followed the 
fashion for reducing, rather than good 
eating. 

Teen-Age Girls 
Teen-age girls showed many of 

the faulty eating habits of their mo¬ 
thers. They didn’t eat enough of 
the right food and lagged in bone 
maturity. They made a greater rate 
of improvement during the year, 
however. 

Children under 12 years showed 
conditions far from ideal. Many were 
underweight, although this group 
showed more general improvement 
than any other group. A striking lag 
in skeletal maturity was noted among 
the younger children at the start of 
the study. 

Men and teen-age boys made 
marked gains during the study. Adult 
men made a better showing than 
adult women at the start of the 
project in everything except Vitamin 
C. The fact that as a group, men 
dislike raw foods, such as salads, is 
the reason for their low score on this 
vitamin. 

Physical Well-being 
Improvement in physical well-be¬ 

ing went hand in hand with better 
selection and handling of foods, Mrs. 
Kiene pointed out. The consumption 
o. milk and cheese increased 24 per 
cent, green and yellow vegetables 24 
per cent, potatoes, fruits, and other 
vegetables 9 per cent, cereals and 
related products 21 per cent and fats 
30 per cent. 

Despite the increase in food 
consumption by the families, their 
food costs went up only 2.3 per 

cent. Moreover, less time was 
spent in food preparation and 
kitchen tasks than before a set 
plan was instituted. 
The American family frailties, in¬ 

sofar as nutrition is concerned, were 
revealed in the hurry-up breakfast 
habit, the badly packed luncheons, 
and the poor choice of between-meal 
snacks for children. Loss of perish¬ 
able vitamins in the process of home 
cooking was an important factor in 
poor dietary practices. 

Homemakers were advised to pre¬ 
pare vegetables for cooking, salads, 
or raw relishes at the last possible 
moment to help retain vitamins, and 
not to allow such foods to soak in 
water for any great length of time. 
They were taught to cook potatoes 
in their skins or to peel as thinly as 
possible. Also to cook just the a- 
mount needed at one time, so as not 
to have many re-heated dishes. 

Plan Breakfasts 
In general, the experts advise, plan 

breakfasts to supply some of the 
needed citrus fruits, milk or eggs and 
cereals. Include some protein foods— 
meat, fish, or poultry—and a good 
portion of the needed vegetables in 
the dinner meal. Lunch buckets should 
be packed to fill in the gaps of food 
requirements. 

Dr. Mack and Mrs. Kiene, from 
the results of this study, agree 
that poor nutrition is widespread, 

It's not easy to understand why 
perfectly healthy little youngsters 
will balk at breakfast in the 
morning. Some say it’s a fear of 
being late for school if they take 
the time to eat a good breakfast. 
Some say a beginning school child 
is upset by the complicated change 
of life in going to school, the separ¬ 
ation from Mother, and adjust¬ 
ment to getting along with a large 
group of children, and this con¬ 
cern is reflected in loss of appe¬ 
tite in the morning. Some chil¬ 
dren are just difficult about eating 
in general, with breakfast no ex¬ 
ception. 

If you discover a child’s resis- 

Cooking Rules 
To retain nutrients present in 

foods. Westinghouse experts of¬ 
fer the following cooking rules: 

Vegetables 
1. Use little or no water. As a 

guide, use minimum amount of 
water that will cook food without 
sticking, from ]/+ to \ cup. 

2. Start fast and cook quickly. 
Bring to quick steam, then reduce 
heat to lowest temperature re¬ 
quired to maintain steaming. Avoid 
violent boiling. 

3. Cook in covered utensil with¬ 
out stirring. 

4. Do not thaw frozen vege¬ 
tables before cooking. Add no 
more than ^ cup of water. Cov¬ 
er. Proceed as for fresh vege¬ 
tables. Do not overcook . . . 
about 12 minutes, or less, is suf¬ 
ficient for most frozen vegetables. 

Meats 
1. Moderately low temperature 

(300 degrees to 350 degrees) is 
best for roasting. Cook in un¬ 
covered pan, fat side up. No 
basting or searing is needed. 

2. In broiling place meat from 
2 to 3 inches from broiler heat. 
Slow broiling at modreate tem¬ 
perature is recommended because 
it cooks meat uniformly, reduces 
shrinkage and smoking, less at¬ 
tention is required, meat is more 
tender. 

3. For pan broiling use heavy 
skillet. Do not add water. 

4. Use utensil with tight fitting 
lid for stewing. Keep covered. 
Cook slowly at simmering tem¬ 
perature. 

though unsuspected, even among fam- 
iliies of moderate and moderately high 
incomes: that physical status can be 
improved a great deal by improved 
meal planning and better practices in 
storage, preparation and cooking of 
foods and that improvement can 
be accomplished at very little in¬ 
crease in cost for food. 

tance to breakfast is based on a 
fear of being late for school, you 
can settle that by having him get 
up earlier and showing him on the 
clock all the time he has to eat 
before school begins. A few morn¬ 
ings of eating breakfast and get¬ 
ting to school on time will help 
soothe his fears on this subject 
and gradually he will take the rou¬ 
tine for granted. 

If the child’s resistance to break¬ 
fast seems based on general loss 
of appetite or general fussiness 
about food, more complicated stra¬ 
tegy may be in order. The plan of 
“incentive breakfasts" for young 
children has proved constructive 
help for this problem and you 
might try it if you are having this 
kind of difficulty. 

Plan Menus 
Settle in your own mind what 

basic foods your child should have 
for breakfast. A minimum basic 
breakfast for a child consists of 
fruit, cereal, milk, bread and but¬ 
ter which takes care of from a 
fourth to a third of the day’s food 
values. Additions to this pattern 
are desirable for a child of school 
age; such as an egg, or bacon. 

Building on this basic pattern, 
why not plan with the child his 
menus for breakfast for two or 
three days at a time? Be sure to 
include foods he is fond of. to pro¬ 
vide the “incentive” toward getting 
him to the breakfast table and 
keeping him interested while he is 
there. He may be fond of foods 
that at first glance don’t appear 
to fit in with the breakfast meal. 
Is he very fond of raisins or nuts? 
One or both may be chopped and 
sprinkled over a hot cereal to give 
it extra charm for the youngster. 

Even such a far-fetched food as 
cottage cheese, if it is a favorite, 
may be included in the breakfast 
to spread on toast or bread, to 
serve in a little ball on top of a 
ready to eat cereal. 

Discuss Foods 
Discuss with the child new ways 

of serving foods such as combining 
the fruit and cereal course, an 
idea that speeds up the eating of 
breakfast, as well as offering varie¬ 
ty. If he has a favorite fruit juice 
that he wants every morning, why 
not indulge him? It may seem 
monotonous to you but if it cap¬ 
tures his interest, it’s worth the 
monotony. Including a child’s pre¬ 
ferences in plans for breakfast is 
an application of psychological 
principle that has solved many a 
problem that seemed at first im¬ 
possible to solve successfully. Try 
this with your youngster and see 
if the situation doesn’t improve. 

Sample Breakfast Menus 
Here are sample breakfast 

menus that have proved especial¬ 
ly appealing to youngsters for the 
morning meal: 

Orange Juice 
Farina dotted with tiny bits 

of Jelly Milk 
Raisin Bread Toast Butter 

Beverage 
★ * * 

Tomato Juice 
Corn Flakes Milk 

Poached Egg Buttered Toast 
Beverage 
* * * 

Sliced Bananas or Orange Juice 
Oatmeal, Chopped Dates, Milk 

Toasted Rolls Butter 
Beverage 
* * * 

Orange” Sections and Prunes 
Shredded Wheat Biscuit 

Brown Sugar Milk 
Muffins Butter 

Beverage 
* * * 

Applesauce 
Granular Wheat Cereal Milk 

Buttered Cinnamon Toast 
Beverage 

Are You Getting the Amount of Food Required Weekly? 

TYPE 
OF 

PERSON 
Milk 

Meat 
Fish 

Poultry 
Eggs 

Dried 
Beans 

Peas, Nuts 

Tomatoes, 
Citrus 
Fruk 

Leafy Green 
G Yellow 
Vegetables 

Potatoes 
& Sweet 
Potatoes 

Other 
Fruits & 

Vegetables 

Flour 
Cereals 
Breads 

Fats 
Sugar 
Syrup 

Candy, etc. 

Children 
9- 12 months 

1-3 years 
4-6 years 
7-9 years 

10- 12 years 

6 quarts 
7 quarts 
7 quarts 
7 quarts 
7 quarts 

Strained daily 
6-8 oz. 

12-14 oz. 
1 lb. 12-14 oz 
2%-2% lbs. 

5 
6 
7 
7 
7 

None or 
limited 

quantity 

1 oz. 

1M-2 lbs. 
2- 2K lbs. 

2H~2?4 lbs. 
3- 3)4 lbs. 
3-3)4 lbs. 

IK lbs. 
IK lbs. 
2% lbs. 
3K lbs. 
3K lbs. 

1 fc. 

IX 

1 lb. 
2K lbs. 
4% lbs. 

6 lbs. 
6K »>s. 

12 oz. 
1 lb. 

1 lb. 6 oz. 
IK lbs. 
2K lbs. 

1 oz. 
2 oz. 
5 oz. 
8 oz. 
13 oz. 

1 oz. 
2 oz. 
5 oz. 
8 oz. 
13 oz. 

Girls 
13-15 years 
16-20 years 

7 quarts 
7 quarts 

3-3H lbs- 
3%-3K lbs. 

7 
7 

2 oz. 
1 oz. 

4-4)4 lbs. 
4-4)4 lbs. 

3K lbs. 
3K lbs. l&L 

6)4 lbs. 
7 lbs. 

3 lbs. 
1% lbs. 

15 oz. 
12 oz. 

15 oz. 
12 oz. 

Boys 
13-15 years 
16-20 years 

7 quarts 
7 quarts 

3K-4 lbs. 
4% H>s. 

7 
7 

4 oz. 
4 oz. 

4H-4K lbs. 
5 lbs. 

4 lbs. 
4 lbs. 

8 lbs, 
9 lbs. 

3K lbs. 
3K lbs. 

1 lb. 
1 lb. 9 oz. 

1 lb. 2 oz. 
1 lb. 9 oz. 

Women 
Very active 
Mod. active 
Sedentary 
Pregnant 
Nursing 

6 quarts 
6 quarts 
6 quarts 
7 quarts 

10% quarts 

4-4% lbs. 
y/z lbs. 

3 lbs. 
3-3^ lbs. 
3-3M lbs. 

7 
7 
7 
7 
7 

2 oz. 
1 oz. 
1 oz. 
2 oz. 
2 oz. 

5-5)4 lbs. 
5-5)4 lbs. 
5- 5)4 lbs. 
6- 6)4 lbs. 

7 lbs. 

3K lbs. 
3K lbs. 
3K lbs. 

4 lbs. 
4 lbs. 

2% Kw. 
2? Sis. 
2 tbs. 
2 lbs 
3 ib« 

6 lbs, 
6 lbs. 

4% lbs. 
6 lbs. 
7 lbs. 

2K lbs. 
2 lbs. 

IK lbs. 
IK lbs- 

2 lbs. 

IK lbs. 
1 lb. 

12 oz. 
1 lb. 
1 lb. 

IK lbs. 
1 lb. 

12 oz. 
1 lb. 
1 lb. 

Men 
Very active 
Mod. active 

Sedentary 

6 quarts 
6 quarts 
6 quarts 

4^-5 lbs. 
4-4% lbs. 

3M'3^ lbs. 

7 
7 
7 

5 oz. 
2 oz. 
1 oz. 

5-5)4 lbs. 
5-5)4 lbs. 
5-5)4 lbs. 

4 lbs. 
3K lbs. 
3K lb« 

6 lbs. 9 lbs. 
6 lbs. 
6 lbs. 

•2 lbs, 1 oz. 
IK lbs. 

1 lb 

2 lbs. 1 oz. 
IK lb*. 

1 lb. 

2 lbs. 1 ox. 
IK lbs. 

1 lb. 
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Reverse Cycle Plants Show Promise 
Heats And Cools Home 
In Springfield On $81 
Worth of Electricity 

Reverse-cycle electric heating plants are referred to as 
“the engineers' dream plants This is because a properly in¬ 
stalled plant of that type can be made to serve for both home 
heating in winter and air conditioning during the summer 
months. 

Ray J. Pennington, who operates a refrigerator service in 
Springfield, has taken the reverse-cycle electric heating system 
out of the “dream” class and 
made it a reality. Not that Ray 
is in the business of selling 
reverse-cycle heating units but 
rather because he likes to ex¬ 
periment and he is looking for¬ 
ward to a great future for 
this type of electric heating 
plant. 

Custom Buiit 

Bennington has installed a 
reverse-cycle plant in his 
beautiful new, seven room 
home on Lake Springfield. 
Since he is in the refrigeration 
business and reverse - cycle 
heating units use much of the 
same type of electrical equip¬ 
ment, it was relatively easy for 
him to custom-build his own 
electrical heating plant. In ad¬ 
dition, he is keeping an ac¬ 
curate record of its perform¬ 
ance so that the economies of 
electrical heating can be veri¬ 
fied. From October 1948 
through September 1949, the 
cost of the electricity to op¬ 
erate the system was $81.62. 

As Ray explains it: “In both 
the refrigeration and the re¬ 
verse-cycle operations, you are 
simply taking heat from one 
place and putting it in an¬ 
other.” 

A study of the reverse-cycle 
plant as installed in the Lake 
Springfield home amply proves 
his point. 

Situated in the utility room 

SPECIAL ceiling grills like 
this one, handle both fresh and 
heated air eliminating floor- 
level hot air registers. 

of his home is a compressor- 
pump unit of the size and type 
commonly found on large com¬ 
mercial refrigerator installa¬ 
tions. This is the heart of the 
plant. 

Tubing 

Leading from the compres¬ 
sor out into the yard are two 
trenches each 24 inches wide, 
six feet deep and 100 feet 
long. In these trenches are bur¬ 
ied approximately 1000 feet of 
copper tubing. The tubing has 
three-fourths inch outside di¬ 
ameter. (The copper lines 
could lead into an old well 
and function in the same man¬ 
ner.) These copper tubes are 
referred to as the coils. 

In the coils, as set up in the 
Pennington plant, is placed 75 

HEART OF REVERSE cycle electric heating plant is the 
compressor-pump unit (lower foreground). It is the same type 
as used for commercial refrigeration installations. This is a 

I “home-made’, plant and therefore is much more complicated 
looking than it would be if it were being marketed com¬ 
mercially. 

,62—Cost of Electricity 
To Operate System 12 Months 
Here is a month by month record for a one-year period 

of the electricity cost of operating the electric heating 
system which Mr. Pennington installed in his home: 

Month Cost 
October, 1948  =. $ 2.48 
November, 1948  :  5.35 
December, 1948   10.20 
January, 1949     11.84 
February, 1949    10.17 
March, 1949   6.12 
April, 1949       2.91 
May, 1949   1.00 
June, 1949   10.50 
July, 1949    14.32 
August, 1949   6.26 
September, 1949  47 

Season 
winter 

summer 

Total $81.62 
The cost on the above was figured at the nine-mill 

rate available for Lake Springfield power users who have 
all-electric installations in their homes. House temperatures 
for winter were from 70-75 degrees. 

It should be also borne in mind that the Pennington 
house is new, modern in construction. The house has 
seven rooms. It is fully insulated and all of the windows 
in the house are fixed; the ventilating is done entirely by 
the attic-fan arrangement. 

pounds of Freon. Freon is a 
liquid refrigerant with a very 
low boiling point—about 20 
degrees Fahrenheit at sea 
level. 

The heat of the earth in 
which the coils are buried 
averages about 40 degrees. 
This temperature causes the 
Freon to boil and expand. 

Freon Returns 
With the pump action, the 

Freon comes back to the house 
to the compressor where at 
from 165 to 180 pounds pres¬ 
sure it brings the heat coils 
temperature up to about 130 
degrees Fahrenheit. 

The hot refrigerant is then 
led to a heat exchange (a 
radiator set-up) located in 
the attic of the home. A fan 
blows over the heated ra¬ 
diator and the warmed air 
is pushed by means of ducts 
into the various rooms of the 
home. 

Louvers in the attic control 
the amount of fresh air brought 
from the outside and mixed 
with the heated air in the 
ducts. All the rooms are heated 
from the ceilings by means of 
special grills which handle 
both fresh and used air. The 
ceiling grill arrangement elim¬ 
inates dust and dirt streaking 
of walls characteristic of floor- 
level hot air registers. 

Reverses Cycle 
During the summer months, 

the cycle of Freon expansion 
and contraction is reversed 
making the unit an efficient air 
conditioning system. During 
the summer the refrigerant is 
expanded in the attic radiator 
and cooled in the buried copper 
coils. The operation of chang¬ 

ing the system from winter to 
summer use is simple; a mat¬ 
ter of throwing two switches 
and turning four valves. 

Supplementing the entire 
system is the attic fan-louver 
system which can be oper¬ 
ated independently of the 
heating or cooling system. It 
is powered by a one-third 
horsepower motor and can 
move 2000 cubic feet of air 
per minute. A complete 
change of air can be had in 
the house six times an hour. 
The attic louvers are damp¬ 
er-controlled to regulate the 
amount of fresh air entering 
the building. 

Precision thermostats and 
other controls operate the sys¬ 
tem. In addition, a safety ther¬ 

mostat is included—just in 
case a breakdown occurs in the 
hot pipes. Copper tubing be¬ 
cause of its heating and cooling 
qualities is used throughout. 

Heat Gain 
In discussing the engineering 

aspects of his present installa¬ 
tion, Pennington says that the 
system, “delivers 5.7 kwh of 
energy for every kwh of elec¬ 
tricity put into it.” The gain in 
heat energy comes from the 
heat of the motor, the compres¬ 
sor and the gain in the heat 
exchanger. 

The entire system oper¬ 
ates on a separate meter from 
the house circuit. This ar¬ 
rangement gives an exact 
check on the current used by 
the installation. 

Since the Pennington sys¬ 
tem is an assembled job of re¬ 
frigerator parts and air-condi¬ 
tioning equipment plus special 
tubing and controls, a figure 
for cost of the unit cannot be 
given. It is estimated, how¬ 
ever, that a new unit would 

I cost around $1500—slightly 
more than the conventional 
heating plant. It should be kept 
in mind that this unit also 
serves for heating and summer 
air conditioning. 

With the experience that 
he know has, Pennington is 
of the opinion that costs on 
the unit can be reduced and 
that current consumption can 
be further lowered. 

If the experience of the 
Springfield system can be du¬ 
plicated in commercial unit pro¬ 
duction it stands to reason that 

reverse - cycle” electrical 
plants have indeed a great fu¬ 
ture. 

If the protein content of feed 
corn in Illinois declined only 
percent, it would cost the feeders 
$8,710,000 annually to replace it 
with soybean protein at 10 cents a 
pound. 

Raising the protein content of 
Illinois feed corn from 9 to 10 per¬ 
cent through better farming prac¬ 
tices and use of fertilizers would 
be worth $17,419,799 annually to 
the state’s livestock and poultry 
industry. 

For A Modern Home 

SEPTIC 
. . . . Install A 

TANK 
) Precast Concrete 

> Steel Reinforced 

> 550 Gallon Capacity 

Factory-made circular, con¬ 
crete septic tank, ready for in¬ 
stallation. Capacity 550 gal¬ 
lons, large enough for average 
rural family use. Conforms to 
requirements of State Depart¬ 
ment of Public Health. 

Manufactured, Delivered and Installed by the following 
Companies—contact one nearest you for free details; 

Mortarless Masonry Co. 
2150 Enterprise Street 
Springfield, Illinois 

Walter Cortelyou 
Bushnell, Illinois 

Klueter Brothers 
Rural Route No. 2 
Edwardsville, Illinois 

Siefert Vault Co. 
Kewanee, Illinois 
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Electrical Terms 
Here are a few everday electrical terms with which you 

should be familiar. Understanding these terms will help you 
to better understand electricity. 

AMPERE. An ampere (current) is the rate at which a 
given quantity flows through a conductor or circuit. The term 
"ampere is often abbreviated amp. 

VOLT. A volt is the unit used in measuring the electrical 
pressure .causing the current to flow. (Voltage is electric 
pressure.) 

WATT. A watt is a unit of electric power. 1 volt x 1 
ampere equals 1 watt.) 

KILOWATT. A kilowatt is 1,000 watts. 
HORSEPOWER. A horsepower equals 746 watts. 
KILOWATT-HOUR. A kilowatt hour is a kilowatt of 

power used for one hour. Electrical energy is metered and 
sold by the kilowatt-hour. It is often indicated kwh. 

CIRCUIT. An electrical circuit consists of two or more 
conductors (wires) making a continuous path for the current 
to travel from the source of supply to the point where it is used, 
and return. 

SWITCH. Just as a valve is used to control the flow of 
water in a pipe, a switch is used to break or permit the flow of 
electric current in a circuit. 

FREQUENT VIOLATION of good wire safety practices found too often on farms is the above example. 
This represents a definite hazard to human life and livestock. A person turning on the switch where it is 
not grounded properly (left) might easily be severely injured or killed particularly if the earth is wet. 
The illustration at right shows the “safety hazard” corrected. Remember electricity used correctly is safe. 

THREE-WAY SWITCH. A type of switch used to con¬ 
trol a light from two points—as at the bottom and top of stairs, 
at porch and garage, at house and barn, or at two entrances 
to a room. 

Used incorrectly as in the illustration “Wrong Way” it is dangerous. 

It’s Good Insurance To 
Have Wiring Reinspected 

It s check-up time on Illinois 
rural electric co-op farms! Co¬ 
op managers and others are 
urging their farmer members 
to make a thorough inspection 
of their farm wiring systems. 
Within the next 60 days would 
be just right. Wiring faults and 
danger spots could then be cor¬ 
rected during the nice Fall 
weather. 

This is not idle advice. One 
III inois cooperative reports 
that about 50 per cent of its 
members are guilty of viola¬ 
tions. Wire Safety’’ is a ne¬ 
glected item on many farms. 

Chances are, that your local 
Co-op has available an inspec¬ 
tor who will go over your en¬ 
tire system with you. This ex¬ 
pert will spot the danger spots 
and give practical suggestions 
as to how they should be cor¬ 
rected. 

Good Insurance 
Inspection of farm wiring is 

good service insurance. It in¬ 
sures long, trouble free service. 
Many of the "trouble spots 
can be detected easily. 

Perhaps you have a motor 
which is slow starting or runs 

hot. This may be due to low 
voltage from too long a circuit, 
too small a wire, or accumula¬ 
tion of grease or dust on the 
motor. 

One source of trouble may | 
be new circuits added for new j 
motors or equipment purchased 
since the time of the original 
inspection. Checking on such, 
added wiring is a wise pre-' 
caution. 

Avert Trouble 
Remember, that the original 

| installation on your farm was ^ 
j inspected, but it is what has: 
happened since that needs: 
checking. After a year or so 

! of use and the adding of more 
electric equipment (without in-I 
spection at time of installation) ; 

trouble can be in the making. 

Not only is the "safety’’ j 
angle to be considered, but you: 
may not be getting your I 
money s worth because of 
faulty equipment and wasted ^ 
electrical energy. It is smart 
from a business point of view 
to make periodic wiring in¬ 
spections. 

The advise of a qualified 
technician may go a long way 

to make your farm operations 
profitable and pleasant. Delays 
in repairs and necessary im¬ 
provements may prove to be 
exceedlingly costly. 

Violations 
Here are some commonly 

reported wiring violations oc- 
curing on farms: 

Failure to ground switches 
and motors in exposed and 
damp locations such as pump 
motors, switch boxes, milk 
coolers in barns and milk- 
houses. 

(Incidentally, it requires 
much less electricity to kill live¬ 
stock than to kill a human; 
thus, an ungrounded pump in 
a stockyard is particularly fool¬ 
hardy.) 

Proper grounding is to run a 
copper wire from switch to 
ground rod (eight foot) which 
is driven six inches below the 
surface of the ground. 

Other bad practices include: 
exposed open-type fuse boxes: 
weatherproof wire used where 
rubber wire should be used and 
vice-versa; overfusing of 
switches. Surprisingly a check 
of farm homes also shows many 
violations and poor practices. 

Take advantage of the in¬ 
spections services offered by 
your cooperative. After all, it 
is your home, your barn and : 
your wiring system that is to j 
be considered. 

CONDUCTOR. A wire used for carrying electric current. 
FUSE. A device containing a piece of soft metal which 

melts and opens the circuit when the circuit is overloaded. 
OUTLET. An outlet is a point in a wiring system at which 

; electric current is taken from the wires in the building to 
supply light fixtures, lamps, heaters, motors, or switches which 
control these or other current-consuming equipment. A con¬ 
venience outlet is for use with equipment having extension 
cords and plug. 

Electric Alarm Buzzer 
Can Protect Your Farm 

By Sidney Wekser 

One of the most novel elec¬ 
trical devices to come upon the 
market recently, is an inex¬ 
pensive all-electric alarm buz¬ 
zer that is automatic protection 
against fire, flood, burglary and 
has various other uses. 

This new alarm is smaller 
than an ordinary package of 
cigarettes, costs less than five 
dollars, but provides unus¬ 
ually fine protection in many 
ways. 
This new product called, 

‘ Buzz-O-Larm, ’ can be in¬ 
stantly installed by merely 
plugging it into an electric out¬ 
let, and does not require extra 
switches, special wiring or 
transformers. 

To illustrate some of the 
many uses for this alarm, let us 
suppose that a farmer wishes 
to know if his sump pump fails, 
and whether there will be a 

flood in the building. Without 
any trouble, he can install one 
of these small alarm buzzers, 
with fusible links attached, that 
stretch across one or more 

I rooms, so that if the sump pump 
! fails, the alarm will go off be¬ 
fore the water can lift the bob¬ 
ber one-eighth of an inch. 

Similarily, an alarm and a 
(Continued from page seventeen) 

Select Motor For Job It Is To Do 
(Third Article In A Series) amples of great inertia. In gen- 

Before selecting a motor for any particular use, the char-' eral, heavy objects have great- 
acteristics of the machine which it is to drive or the task which 
it is to do must be analyzed. 

Of first consideration is the machine load. The loads may be 
classified as (a) the starting load, (b) the acceleration load, J 
and (c) the full speed load. These loads on various machines1 

must be considered in order to 
meet practical operating condi¬ 
tions. 

Starting Loads 

Some driven machines start 
with practically no load, and 
the full load develops only 
when full speed is reached. 
With other machines, there is 
some load when starting, but 
the load increases as the speed 
increases. In still other cases, 
the machine starts under full 
load. 

Examples of machines hav¬ 
ing each of these character¬ 
istics are: 

1. No starting load—fan, 
tool grinder. 

2; Some starting load—en¬ 
silage cutter. 

3. Full load at start—piston 
type water pumps, cream sep¬ 
arators. 

Acceleration Loads 

When started, the machine 
or tool must be brought up to 
full speed. This is the acceler- j 
ating load of the machine and 
is determined by the friction 
between the working parts, 
and the increased work done 
by the machine as the speed in¬ 
creases. 

A cream separator and a 
heavy fly wheel are hard to 
start. They are excellent ex- j 

er inertia or resistance to 
change in speed than light ob¬ 
jects, In the case of a blower 
fan, the load increases as speed 
increases because more is be¬ 
ing moved. 

Full Speed Loads 
This refers to the load of 

the machine on the motor after 
it has reached full speed. In 
addition, temporary overload¬ 
ing of the motor must be in¬ 
cluded. The motors on suck 
machines as ensilage cutters, 
hammer mills, and hay balers, 
may be subject to frequent and 
rather large temporary over¬ 
loads. 

The turning effort of motors 
is usually expressed in terms of 
"torque." Torque is measured 
in foot-pounds of work re¬ 
quired to rotate a load. It is 
also used to measure the power 

| of the motor in pulling on the 
belt. 

Engineers, mechanics, and 
electricians divide, the three 
torque loads (as previously 
listed) as follows: 

Starting Torque — Turning 
effort required to start rotating 
a load. 

Pull-up Torque — Turning 
effort to bring the load up to 

i the proper operating speed af¬ 
ter it is started. 

Break-down Torque — The 
size of the load that will re¬ 
duce motor speed and even¬ 
tually stall the motor. 

To sum up, the size of the 
motor required to operate any 
machine depends on the three 
types of loads and the dur¬ 
ation of the maximum load. 
Since the types of electric mo¬ 
tors generally available have 

! different operating character- 
I istics, the type must be matched 

to the load to obtain satisfac¬ 
tory operation. 

Motor Starters 
In installing an electric mo¬ 

tor, the regulations and rules 
established by the National 
Electrical Code for starting 
equipment should be met. 

The motor controller or 
switch should hav.e a horse 
powrer rating not lower thar 
the horsepower rating of th^ 
motor. However, there are r 
few exceptions to this rule. 

For example: portable me 
tors one-fourth horsepower o 
smaller may be started anc 
stopped by connecting or dis 
connecting an extension core’ 
to a convenience outlet: for a 
two horsepower or smaller sta 
tionary motor, the controller 
may be a general use switcl 
having an ampere rating of at 
least twice the full load current 
rating of the motor. 

To summarize the above re- 
(Contiuuect. on Page Fifteen) 
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Softening Water Saves You Money 
Hard water is expensive. Various estimates 

of the cost of trying to use hard water run 
from $75 to $125 per year, depending on the 
hardness of the water and the size of the 
family. 

Water having a hardness of three grains 
per gallon or more is generally considered 
hard enough to need softening. Most of the 
country, including Illinois, has water that is 
hard. Only the Pacific Northwest and a few 
parts of the Eastern Seaboard have natural 
soft waters. 

Hardness in water is caused by the presence 
of calcium and magnesium salts. These salts 
in the water combine with soap to form a grey 
curd that clings to the skin, hair or linens. 

It is the dulling soap curd or scum that forms 
the familiar ring in the bathtub, makes cloth¬ 
ing and linen look dingy-grey and even forms 
bacteria-holding film on the skin. 

Disadvantages 

There are mapy other disadvantages in 
hard water. In many homes when hard water 
is used, incrustations of lime scale form in the 
pipes, in the water heaters and in the faucets. 

According to the New York State Depart¬ 
ment of Health, The life of clothes washed in 
hard water is shortened from 20 per cent to 
•SO per cent, and the Federal Housing Ad¬ 
ministration states: “It takes only half as 
much soap to make suds in soft water as in 
hard water.” 

Chemical water softeners may be used, but 
such methods are not only expensive but also 
are time consuming. One of the best methods 

IMAGINE WATER trying to gush through pipes like 
these! Scale-clogged pipes are a common problem in hard 
water area. Scale in heater coils and pipes steals heat, result¬ 
ing in up to 23 per cent higher water heating bills. Soft water 
leaves no scale inside pipes, in fact, it even removes scale al¬ 
ready there. j ' 

natural affinity for calcium and magnesium 
salts that make hard water. As hard water 
flows through a bed of zeolite (contained in 
a tank water softener), all hardness is re¬ 
moved and the water emerges soft and ready 
to really wash things clean in a sea of bubbles, 
bubbles. 

After a certain volume of hard water has 
passed over the zeolite, the zeolite becomes 
saturated with the hardness minerals and must 
be “regenerated.” This is done by flushing a 
solution of common salt through the zeolite 
bed. As the salt passes through, the calcium 
and magnesium are flushed out the drain and 
the zeolite becomes effective again. This pro¬ 
cess can be repeated indefinitely. 

In approximately 3000 cities and towns and 
in many rural areas throughout the United 
States soft water service is available. 

With this type of service, a small zeolite 
tank is installed on the home water line. At 
regular intervals, a routeman exchanges the 
tank of exhausted zeolite for a tank of re¬ 
generated zeolite. This takes only a few sec¬ 
onds. A small monthly charge is made for 
such services where available. 

The use of soft water is a constant source 
of pleasure to the user. Not only are economies 
affected, but the personal pleasure in bathing, 
shampooing, shaving are increased. 

of softening water is by the use of a zeolite 
water softenter which can be made a perm¬ 
anent part of the home water system. 

Removes Hardness 

Zeolite is a synthetic mineral that has a 

DeHumidifier Is New Appliance 
For the Home Using Electricity 

Another electric home con¬ 
venience device has made its 
appearance. It is an electric de- 
huniidifier. 

Designed for reducing the 
humidity in basements, game 
rooms and in light commercial 
application, the new dehumidi¬ 
fier utilizes a refrigeration 
principle for the condensation 
of air moisture. 

The unit, which measures 
only a little more than 30 inch¬ 
es high and is 14 inches in di¬ 
ameter, may be placed in any 
room with an electrical outlet 
and plugged in for immediate 
operation. No floor bolting or 
other special connections are 

needed for its continuous op-1 the humidity in the air, reduces 
eration. rust and corrosion of metal 

The ’ dehumidifier is equip- objects, such as tools and furn- 
ped with a fan that draws the 
moist air over a series of coils, 
removing the moisture and 
condensing it into drops of 
water that are deposited in a 
container or may be hooked, 
up to a permanent drain. 

As a result of the drying ac¬ 
tion, positive protection is giv¬ 
en articles stored in any closed 
area where the dehumidifier is 
placed. Reduction of moisture 
in the air protects stored 
clothes, luggage and other fab¬ 
ric or leather goods from mold 
formation. The reduction of 

aces, reduces the warping of 
furniture and woodwork; and 
reduces the sweating and clam¬ 
my feel of basement walls. 
Very likely there are many dis¬ 
tinctive farm home uses for 
this new device and it may be 
the answer to some humidity 
problems with which farm 
home owners are faced. 

DEHUMIDIFIER UTILIZES principle of refrigeration to 
take moisture out of damp basements and other places where 
dry air is desired. It plugs into ordinary electrical outlet. 

Select Motor— 
(From Page Fourteen) 

quirements, a motor above one- 
fourth horsepower rating must 
have an approved type starting 
switch of rated capacity equal 
to the motor on which it is to 
be used. This switch must be 
mounted within sight of the 
motor and within 50 feet of 
the motor. 

Starting Switches 
There are three general 

classes of starting switches. 
They are: 

1. Manual across-the-line 
starter. 

2. Magnetic across-the-line 
starter. 

3. Manual or magnetic start¬ 
er, current limiting control. 

A manual control must be 
operated at the switch, where- 
ever it is located. A magnetic 
control may be operated at a 
remote point by using a push 
button switch and an extension 
cable, long enough to reach the 
point where motor control is 
desired. This is much safer 
than the manually operated 
control because the push but¬ 
ton can be placed in a location 
convenient to the operator. 

The magnetic across-the-line 
starter is commonly used on 
farm motors larger than one 
horsepower. This device does 
not operate on momentary 
overloads such as the high 

ELECTRICAL LESSON: 

How Vacuum Cleaner Works 
Regardless of the type—hand, upright or tank—all vacuum 

cleaners work on the same principle. The principle is that 
of reduced air pressure or the creation of a partial vacuum 
in a limited area. 

The operation of a vacuum cleaner can be best understood 
by thinking of an electric fan in operation. Think of the blades 
of a fan as they push the air forward, tending to increase the 
pressure. Behind the fan, however, in the space from which this 
air was taken, the air pressure is decreased. 

If such a fan, blowing upward, were laid on a rug, there 
would be a space of decreased 
air pressure on the rug direct¬ 
ly under the fan. The normal 
air pressure around the fan and 
under the rug would push in 
toward this space. The cur¬ 
rent of air produced would be 
strong enough to carry particles 
of dirt with it. This, briellly, is 
the principle upon which the 
vacuum cleaner operates. 

Proper care is essential in 
keeping the vacuum cleaner 
operating efficiently. The 
manufacturers instructions for 
cleaning and oiling should be 
faithfully followed. This is es¬ 

pecially true for oiling the motor. 
The dirt container should be cleaned before each use of 

the cleaner. Dirt bags should be occasionally turned inside 
out and thoroughly cleaned. In the filter-type cleaners, the 
filters must be kept clean. 

Keep the revolving brush (found on hand and upright 
types) free from hair and threads. The brush should be re¬ 
placed when worn. 

It is good judgment to avoid running the cleaner over pins, 
nails, coins or other metal objects as they damage the cleaner. 
Heavy objects should be picked up by hand. 

Especial care should be taken of the electric cord which 
supplies energy from the outlet to the cleaner. Avoid walking 
on it or running the cleaner over it. It should be kept free from 
kinks or knots. To disconnect the cord from the outlet, grasp 
the plug itself rather than by pulling the cord. When the 
cleaner is not in use, the cord should be loosely coiled on 
its rack. 

starting current, but will pro¬ 
tect the motor from sustained 
overload. The motor dealer 
should supply the proper con¬ 
trols for the motor he sells. 

Precautions 

The frames of all motors and 
the frames of their starting 
controls should be grounded. 
This can be done by using a 
special ground rod connected 
to the motor frame by a con¬ 
tinuous bare copper wire of 
sufficient size to carry more 
current than the fuse in the 
circuit. 

This ground wire should be 
bonded to or interconnected 

with the service ground at the 
main service entrance equip¬ 
ment. The motor frame can al¬ 
so be grounded through the 
farmstead wiring, if the wiring 
is a grounded secondary sys¬ 
tem. This method of grounding 
requires a three-wire cable, the 
motor frame being grounded to 
the white wire. 

Electricity does the job better 
and does it cheaper. It will do all 
farm and home jobs—refrigerating, 
cooking, water heating, laundering 
and farm chores. It costs little and 
yields much in satisfaction, 
venience and time-saving. 

con- 
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’Tis November again—the month 
our thoughts turn to turkey, cran¬ 
berry sauce ’n pumpkin pie. Bet 
some of you are making plans for 
Christmas, too—but aren’t we all? 
Your Pen Pals will be waiting to 
hear from you, so take a little time 
off now and then to keep up with 
your letter writing. 

We’ll be waiting to hear from 
you too, for we want every boy 
and girl to join our letter-writing 
fun. Address your letters for the 
paper to Kay Conlan, Junior BE A 
News, Box 1180, Springfield, HL 

* * * 
ANOTHER FIRST LETTER 

This is my first letter to the Junior 
REA News. I am a girl 16 years old 
and my birthday is March 23. I weigh 
102 pounds and I am five feet three 
inches tall. I like to read. I would like 
boys and girls from 16 on up to write 
to me. — Maxine Donoho, R. R. 1, Alma, 
Illinois. 

* * * 

GOES FISHING 
I am 14 years old and my weight is 

110 pounds—my height five feet, two and 
one half inches. I have blue eyes and 
brown hair. My birthday is August 13. 
My hobby is riding a bicycle and fishing 
and swimming. I would like letters from 
boys and girls between 12 and 16. — 
Joyce Strange, R .R. 3, Flora, 111. 

■k -k * 

A JANUARY BIRTHDAY 
This is my first letter to the Junior 

REA News. I am a girl 16 years old and 
my birthday is January 24. I weigh 136 
pounds and I’m five feet, seven. I have 
medium dark brown hair and brown 
eyes. My hobbies are outside sports and 
sewing. I would like to write to people 
from other states too besides my own, 
but it doesn’t make much difference. — 
Phyllis Miller, Box 47, Geff, 111. 

* * * 

HAS ENGLISH PEN PAL 
I am a girl 14 years old and have 

blonde hair and 
blue eyes. I go to 
the Anderson 

■ School which is 
i north of Wayne 

City. I have two 
half brothers and 
one half sister. I 

, have an English 
4 Pen Pal who lives 

in England. My 
V;J hobbies are riding 

,v>'MV bicycle, going' 
Pffc&s. ■&$'' to church, reading 

and writing to Pen 
istr,J Pals. I would like 

boys as well as 
girls to write to me. I will answer all 
letters.—Shirleen Johnson, R. R. No. 2, 
Wayne City, 111. 

AN ARTIST 
This is my first letter to the Junior 

REA News. I have dark brown hair and 
gray eyes. I am 12 and my birthday is 
July 9. I live on a farm. I have two 
brothers and no sisters. I will answer 
any letter I get. My hobby is drawing 
and I want to be an artist when I grow 
up. — Alice Rhey Boone, Route 2, Cob- 
deh. 111. 

* * * 

HAS BLUE EYES 
This is my very first letter to the Junior 

REA News. I am a girl of 11 years and 
my hair is redish-brown and my eyes are 
blue. My hobbies are reading, listening 
to the radio and playing the piano. I 
have one sister and two brothers. I’m 
five feet, two inches tall.- I want boys as 
well as girls to write. I will answer all 
letters. — Fern Brans, Chatsworth, 111. 

HAS TWO PETS 
I am 11 years old and my birthday is 

August 24. I have two brothers, Gordon, 
seven and Donnie, two. I live on an 
80 acre farm. I go to Big Four School 
I have two pets ,a mother cat and a 
white collie puppy. I have gray eyes and 
brown hair. I’m four feet, three inches 
tall and weigh 60 pounds. I want Pen 
Pals, please write to me — Janis Mari¬ 
lyn Roberts, R. R. 2, Ramsey, 111. 

This is my frist letter to the Junior 
REA News. I am a girl with redish- 
blond hair, blue eyes. I stand five feet 
tall and weigh 112 pounds, my hobby is 
writing letters in invisible ink. To the 
Pen Pals who answer my plea, I will 
write a message in invisible ink and 
tell them how to read it. I would like 
to hear from boys and girls of all ages. 
Here’s hoping my mailbox will be full. 
— Shirley Johnson, Hettick, 111. 

★ * * 

HAS TWO PETS 
This is my first letter to the Junior 

REA News. I am a girl 11 years old. I 
have brown hair and gray eyes. My 
hobbies are riding a bicycle, roller skat¬ 
ing, and playing with my pets. I have two 
pets, a cat and a dog. I do not have any 
brothers or sisters.. I am five feet one 
and one-half inches tall and weigh 92 
pounds. Come on Pen Pals and fill my 
mailbox full.—Peggy Lee Kennon, 2635 
A. Hickory Street, St. Louis 4, Missouri. 

MAY BIRTHDAY 

’LAYS FOOTBALL 
m] I am a girl 14 

, years old and_ my 
birthday is Decem¬ 
ber 4. I have 
black hair and 
brown eyes. I am 
five feet, two 
inches tall and 
weigh 112 pounds. 
My hobby is play¬ 
ing football. I 
would like both 
boys and girls 14 
to 17 to write.— 
Shirley Ann Bailey, 
Bartelso. 111. 

3 I am a girl 11 
! years old and my 

birthday is May 
28. I have blonde 
hair and light blue 
eyes. My hobbies 
are playing ball 
and riding a bi¬ 
cycle. I would like 
Pen Pals between 
10 and 12. Boys 
fill my mailbox and 
I'll answer all let¬ 
ters. — Rhoda Al¬ 
bert, R. R. 1, 
Shipman, 111. 

A TRAVELER 
This is my first letter to the Junior 

REA News. I am a girl nine years old. I 
weigh 75 pounds and I am four feet 
seven inches tall. I am in the fifth 
grade. I have two brothers, Jimmy, seven, 
and David, three. My hobbies are read¬ 
ing, playing games and traveling. I have 
been to six or seven states. I would like 
to have Pen Pals between the ages of 
six and 10. I can tell you about the 
places I have been. I have been to “Billy 
the Kid” Museum and to Carlsbad Cav¬ 
erns.—Patricia Wells, R.R. 1, Troy, 111. 

■k * 

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAY 
I am 11 years old. My birthday is Feb¬ 

ruary 6. I have brown eyes and blonde 
hair. My hobbies are playing the piano 
and playing with my cat. I go to the 
Williamsburg School. I hope I will get 
lots of letters .-^Rosemary Newell, R.R. 
2, Waltonville, 111. 

k k k 

LISTENS TO RADIO 
This is my first letter to the Junior 

REA News. I am a girl 12 years old. I am 
five feet tall and weigh 82 pounds. My 
birthday is March 23. I am in the seventh 
grade at school. I have blue eyes and 
blonde hair. My hobby is reading and 
listening to the radio. I have a brother, 
Lindon, 11 and a sister, Barbara, five. 
I would like to have boys and girls of all 
ages to write to me. Come on boys and 
girls let's be Pen Pals.—Bonnie M. Stilley, 
R. R. 2, Equality, HI. 

k k It 

DECEMBER BIRTHDAY 
This is my first letter to the Junior 

REA News. I am eight years old and my 
birthday is December 18. Come on Pen 
Pals and fill my mailbox.—Virgil Ham- 
mersley, R. R. 1, Raleigh, 111. 

k k k 

HELPS FARM 
This is my first letter to the Junior 

REA News. I am 15 years old and my 
Birthday is February 15. I have medium 
brown hair and blue eyes. I weigh 107 
pounds and I am five feet, four inches 
tail. I have two sisters and three broth¬ 
ers. My hobby in the summer time is driv¬ 
ing a traotor and working in the field 
In the winter time my hobby is coasting. 
I help my father farm our 180 acres in 
the summer. Come on Pen Pals fill my 
mailbox.—Bonnie Higley, R. R. 2, Clay¬ 
ton, 111. 

k k k 

LIKES COOKING 
I am 11 years aid and I am four feet 

six inches tall. I would like to hear from 
Pen Pals. My hobbies are cooking, skat¬ 
ing and bike riding. I like to go to 
school very much. I am in the seventh 
grade.—Betty Lou Boggs, 316 E. Mason 
Street, Havana, 111. 

k k k 

ROY ROGERS FAN 
I am a girl 14 years old and my 

birthday is May 16. I have dark brown 
hair and brown 
eyes. I am five 
feet, two inches 
tall and weigh 105 
pounds. I live on 
a farm and go to 
a rural school. My 
hobbies are col¬ 
lecting pictures of 
Roy Rogers and 
playing my piano. 
This is my first 
letter to the Jun¬ 
ior REA ews. I 
would like to get 
a lot of mail from 
girls between the 

ages of 12 and 18.—Lula Belle Parks, R. 
No. 2, Stonefort, 111. 

k k k 

SIXTH GRADER 
I am 10 years old and I am four feet 

five inches tall. I would like to hear 
from you Pen Pals. My hobbies are 
cooking, reading and bike riding. I am 
in the sixth grade and like going to school 
very much.—Audrey Irene Harden, 816 
South Lincoln Street, Havana, 111. 

k k k 

RIDES BICYCLE 
I am a girl 11 years old. My birthday is 

December 9. I have light brown hair and 
grayish blue eyes. I am five feet tall. 
I am in the seventh grade at the Patoka 
Grade School. I have one- sister, Judith 
Carol, who is eight. My hobbies are riding 
my bicycle and working with chickens. 
I promise to write to all boys and girls 
between the ages of 10 and 14.—Marilyn 
Rae Piercy, Patoka, 111. 

* * * 

COLLECTS PICTURES 
I am a girl age 12. I hare medium 

brown hair and hazel eyes. I attend the 
Worden Public School. My hobby is col 
lecting movie star and baseball player’s 
pictures. I have about 200. Come on kids, 
fill up my mailbox. I will answer boys 
as well as girls. P. S. Please enclose a 
picture of yourself.—Kay Parks, R. R. 
1, Worden, III. 

ENJOYS SEWING 
I am a girl nine years old. This is my 

first letter to the Junior REA News. 
I have brown hair and gray eyes. I go 
to the Meadow Brook School. I have two 
sisters, Carol, seven, and Jeanne, 5. My 
bobbies are playing the piano and sew¬ 
ing. I would like all boys and girls be¬ 
tween the ages of nine and 13 to write 
to me.—Sandra Barko, R. R. 1, Edwards- 
ville. 111. 

k k k 

YENITA PLAYS PIANO 
This is _my second letter to the Junior 

REA News. I am a girl 14 years old. I 
have blonde hair and blue eyes. I am five 
feet two inches tall and weigh 113 pounds. 
My hobbies are playing the piano and 
riding my bicycle. I would like to hear 
from both boys and girls.—Venita Lee 
Munz, Woif Lake, 111. 

HOBBY IS READING 
This is my first letter to the Junior 

REA News. I am 11 years old and I am 
in the seventh grade. I have light brown 
hair and brown eyes. I attend the Geh- 
lenbenk Lutheran School. My hobby is 
reading. Right now my mailbox is empty 
and I am itching for some letters. Please 
write to me and enclose your picture if 
you have one.—Janet Suhre, R. R. 1, 
Worden, 111. 

* * * 

PLAYS HORSESHOE 
I will tell you a little about myself. 

I am a boy 15 years old and my birth¬ 
day is May 16. I like to play ball, horse¬ 
shoes, go fishing and go to the movies. 
I would like some boys and girls to 
write to me.—Robert Leon Janssen, R. 
R. 3, Litchfield, 111. 

* * * 

BLUE EYES 
I am a gar! 12 years old and my 

birthday is May 4. I have light brown 
hair and blue 
eyes. I am four feet 
eight inches tall 
and weigh 82 
pounds. My hobby 
is collecting movie 
star pictures. This 
is my first letter 
to the Junior REA 
News. I would like 
to get letters 
from girls between 
the ages of 10 and 
15. — Barbara 
Parks, Stonefort, 
Illinois. 

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAY 
I am a boy 13 years old and I am in 

the seventh, grade. My birthday is Sep¬ 
tember 22. I like to play horseshoes, go 
fishing, play baseball and go to shows. 
I would like some girls and boys to write 
to me.—Charles Edward Janssen, R. R. 
3, Litchfield, IH. 

LOVES TO SING 
I am a girl 14 years old. I have blue 

eyes and brown hair. I am five feet one 
inch tall. I love to sing and collect movie 
star photos. I also read magazines. This 
is my first letter to the Junior REA 
News, so come on and write to me boys 
and girls.—Doris Ann Evans, Grants- 
burg. 111. 

* * * 

BUILDS .MODEL RACERS 
I am a boy 11 years old. I am five 

feet three inches tali. I have redish- 
brown hair and blue eyes. My nickname 
is Red. My hobbies are building model 
racers. I like to fish and hunt too. Pen 
Pals fill my mailbox.—James Edward, 
R. R. 1, Vergennes, Illinois. 

* * * 

ROLLER SKATES 
This is my first letter to the Junior 

REA News. I am 11 years old and go 
to the Pleasant valley School. My hob¬ 
bies are taking care of my 4-H calf and 
roller skating. I am four feet eight and 
one half inches tall. I have blonde hair. 
I have one brother, nine and two sisters, 
Lavanne, 13, and Betty, five. I would 
like to hear from girls between the ages 
10 to 13.—Donna Smith, R. R. 1, Cam¬ 
bridge, 111. 

ALICE ENJOYS SEWING 
This is my first letter to the Junior 

REA News. I am 13 years old. I am five 
feet two inches tall and have brown hair 
and blue eyes. I live on a 60 acre farm. 
My hobbies are riding a bicycle, collect¬ 
ing pictures and sewing. I have one 
sister, Betty. I would like to hear from 
girls and boys between the ages of 13 
and 16, so come on girls and boys and 
get your pencil and paper.—Alice Estalee 
Corlton, R. R. 4, Mt. Vernon, 111. 

* * k 

4-H CLUB 
I am a girl 10 years old. My birthday 

is November 8. I am in the sixth grade 
and go to school in Thawville. I go to 
Onargo 4-H and take cooking and ways 
of using fruits and vegetables. My mother 
is a 4-H leader. My hobby is collecting 
napkins. I have about 90 of them. My 
hair is red and my eyes are blue. I want 
boys to write as well as girls. So come 
on boys and girls of all ages and fill my 
mailbox.—Betty Olson, Buckley, 111. 

k k k 

RIDES BICYCLE 
I am a girl 13 years old and my birth¬ 

day is June 24. I have brown hair and 
brown eyes. I am five feet one and one 
half inches tall. I live on a farm. My 
hobby is riding my bicycle. Come on Pen 
Pals, sling some ink or pencil lead my 
way. I want boys as well as girls to 
write to me.—Darlene Bruhn, R. R. 1, 
Bunker Hill, 111. 

k k k 

A TWIN 
Hello kids l My name is Bernadine 

Zoller. I am 16 
years old and I 
have a twin sister. 
We are the only 
two in the family. 
I am five feet 
four inches tall, 
blonde hair, blue 
eyes, and I weigh 
about 125 pounds. 
I would like to 
have some pen 
pals. I will try to 
answer all letters 
I receive from boys 
and girls between 
16 and 19 years 

old.—Bernadine Zoller, R. R. 1, Pick- 
neyville. 111. 

* * * 

HAS TWO PLAYMATES 
This is my first letter to the Junior 

REA News. I am a girl nine years old. I 
have light brown hair and blue eyes. I 
weigh 63 pounds and I am four feet 
five inches tall. I am in the fifth grade. 
My hobbies are reading, writing, riding 
my bike and fishing. I go to the Jones 
Ridge School. My playmates are Shirley 
and Lillian Bronkhorst. I have a sister, 
Joyce. Come on Pen Pals fill my mailbox. 
—Judy Dale Leinick, Cora, 111. 

k k 'k 

STAMP COLLECTOR 
I am 11 years old and my birthday is 

April 21. I am in my sixth year of music. 
My hobbies are ice skating .collecting 
stamps and napkins. I am anxious to 
have Pen Pals of all ages. I will be sure 
and answer all letters. Come on Pen 
Pals and fill my mailbox.—Konnie Jo 
Konecki, Niota, 111. 

* * * 

HAS A SWING 
I am a girl five years old. My birthday 

is July 30. I have blonde hair and blue 
eyes. I have a sister 12, a brother eight 
and a baby brother one year old. I play in 
the sand box for a hobby and I have a 
swing. I would like to get letters from all 
little girls and boys.—Connie Sue Bailey, 
Albion, 111. 

k k k 

ATTENDS CHURCH 
I am a girl 17 years of age. I have 

brown hair and brown eyes. I am five 
feet tall and weigh 115 pounds. I have 
two brothers ages 12 and eight. My 
father is a minister and is pastor of the 
Leamington Social Brethren Church. I 
am a Christian and I go to church with 
him. My hobbies are driving the car 
and playing softball. I would like to 
hear from all boys and girls.—Wanda 
Watters, Karbers Ridge, 111. 

* ★ ★ 

THE OTHER TWIN 
Hi gang! I am 16 years old; I’m a jun- 

ior at Pinckney- 
v i 1 1 e Community 
High School. I 
have blue eyes, 
blonde hair, five 
feet _ four inches 
tall,' and weigh 
about 125 pounds. 
I shall answer all 
letters from kids 
between 15 and 19 
years old. Send 
your picture along. 
Geraldine Zoller, R. 
R. 1, Pickneyville, 
Illinois.. 

Make Your Own Christmas Cards 
Think of the fun you can have 

in making your very own Christ¬ 
mas cards! You can design each 
one to fit your own special friends, 
and write special little messages 
that express exactly what you wish 
to say. 

You don’t have to fie an artist 
to make pretty Christmas greet¬ 
ing cards, either. If you can use 
a scissors, paste and pen you can 
make any number of greeting cards 
and enjoy doing it. 

To make the card illustrated, cut 
the card from white mat stock, 
folder style to fit your envelope. 
Cut the Christmas tree from green 
paper and paste on card. The dec¬ 
oration is a piece of silver metallic 
ribbon with Merry Christmas writ¬ 
ten in green, and zig-zagged down 
the tree from branch to branch. 
Cut the little pixies, dressed in 
bright silver gummed star shines 
from the tree top. 

If you’d like more ideas and 
complete instructions for making 
greetihg cards, be sure to send for 

our direction leaflet HOME-MADE 
CHRISTMAS CARDS. The leaflet 
is free, but send a STAMPED, 
SELF-ADDRESSED envelope in 
with your request, and address it 
to Kay Conlan, Junior REA news, 
Box 1180, Springfield, Illinois. 

NEWS FROM 
Southwestern 
Electric Co-op 

Greenville, HI. 

V. C. KALLAL, Manager 

TELEPHONE NUMBERS 
Bond County—Office, Greenville, TeL 

366. Office Hours: 8:00 A.M. to 5:00 
P.M. except Sundays or Holidays. 
Before or after office hours, on Sun¬ 
days, call: Paul G. Morgan, Green- 
vie 796, or V. C. Kallal, Greenville 
379. 

Fayette County—Maurice Ketten, St. 
Elmo 326. 

Madison County—fid. Barnes, Edwards* 
ville 1087. 

The bumper crops of soybeans 
and corn raised the last few years 
must be a source of satisfaction 
to the farmers. We used to think 
of Spring as the season of seasons 

for the farmer, 
but now, Fall or 
Autumn must 
give the filling 
of a job well 
done. Modern 
equipment per¬ 
mits the har¬ 
vest of the crop 
in a minimum 

V. C. Kallal of time. 
It is encouraging to note that 

electric service now furnishes pow¬ 
er on many farms for elevating the 
harvested grain into the storage 
bins and cribs. This reduces the 
labor and speeds up an important 
job. A few cents work of electric 
current moves a lot of grain and 
puts the number 12 scoop shovel 
in about the same category as the 
kerosene lantern. The harvest sea¬ 
son lasts but a few days and this 
gets the grain out of the weather, 
thus adding to the quality of the 
crop. 

REPHASING 
By the time you read this, we 

hope to have completed another 
part of rebuilding work, which will 
improve service in the Northeast¬ 
erly part of Bond county and also 
that part of Fayette county lying 
west of Vandalia. This particular 
job is somewhat past due. How¬ 
ever, we believe enough can be 
completed before bad weather sets 
in to assure good service in this 
area for this winter and until more 
can be done next year. 

As these heavy lines are 
built, we strive to improve the 
tree clearance so that these im¬ 
portant feeders will not be sub¬ 
jected to falling limbs aqd 
trees. The importance of these 
lines makes it mandatory that 
this be done. 

The following consumers have 
purchased ranges: Orpha L. Dan¬ 
iels, Mulberry Grove; S. A. Lem- 
mel, Mulberry Grove; Chas. H. 
Englis, Greenville; Don Gable, 
Brownstown; Wm. Beuthein, Jr., 
Vandalia; Hubert Spires, Ramsey; 
Wallace Smith, Vandalia; Allen 
Schoenewey, Dorsey; Elmer E. 
Schneck, New Douglas; Lorenz J. 
Hemann, New Douglas; Quercus 
School District 55, Edwardsville; 
Arthur Westerholt, Edwardsville; 
T. H. Johnson, Edwardsville; Sam¬ 
uel S. Hall, Collinsville. 

The Arthur Kerseys have pur- 
hased a GE deep-freeze and re¬ 

frigerator. 
OPERATING STATISTICS 

August, 1949 
Miles Energized 1,772.82 
Revenue Per Mile  $22.25 
Total Connected 

Members  5,244 
Density Per Mile 2.98 
Average Bill  $7.74 
Average KWH Used  227.25 
% Minimum Bills  13% 
KWH Sold  1,151,020 

August, 1948 
Miles Energized  1458.99 
Revenue Per Mile  $20.34 
Total Connected 

Members  4,412 
Density Per mile 3.02 
Average Bill  $6.93 
Average KWH Used 184.72 
% Minimum Bills   18% 
KWH Sold  791,327 
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NEWS FROM 
Western Illinois 

Carthage, OL 

L. C. MARVEL, Supt. 

Office Hours 

8 a.m. to 5 p.m. through Friday. 
8 a.m. to 12 p.m. on Saturday. 
Telephone 84 — Carthage 
In ease of interrupted service — 

oustide of regular office hours, call 
one of the following numbers: 
Lee Leonard, Carthage — White 343 
Clarence Hitchins, Carthage—Blue 522 
Luther Bennett, Carthage — Black 146 
L. C. Marvel, Manager, Carthage— 

White 277 

During the month of September 
we completed 12.60 miles of “N” 
Section. Completed 11 force ac¬ 
count work orders. Staked 14.74 
miles of line. Connected the ser¬ 

vice for 34 new 
members, and 
made service 
available to 11, 
who were not 
wired. We are 
at present be¬ 
ing held up with 
const ruction 
work because 
of the steel 

strike. We are unable to get our 
type conductor, but we are mak¬ 
ing every effort to borrow, or buy 
some, from some other source to 
tide us over until the strike is set¬ 
tled. 

If we do not get the conductor 
we will not be able to finish the 
“N” section as soon as we expect¬ 
ed. We were in hopes of getting 
this construction work completed 
before the winter weather set in, 
but we have been delayed with 
our work, and if the strike is not 
settled soon it will be impossible 
to get this work completed before 
winter. 

We were sorry to hear of the 
sudden death of one of our di¬ 
rectors, Harry A. Allen of Sut¬ 
ter. Mr. Allen had been a 
director of the co-operative 
since February 1940. He passed 
away at his home October 1, 
and his funeral was held at the 
Christian Church, Lima, on 
Tuesday, October 4. L. C. Mar¬ 
vel, Lee Murphy, Lloyd Dick¬ 
son, and Mr. and Mrs. Charles 
Siegrist attended the funeral. 

L. C. Marvel, Lee Leonard, $nd 
Everett Huff attended a wiring in¬ 
spectors’ meeting in Springfield 
September 23. 

Miss Mary Brady, bookkeeper, 
attended the bookkeepers meeting 
in Springfield October 13, 14 and 
15. 

L. C. Marvel attended a mana¬ 
ger’s meeting in Springfield, Sep¬ 
tember 21st. 

Lloyd Dickson attended the divi¬ 
sion meeting of the national asso¬ 
ciation held in Madison, Wiscon¬ 
sin, September 28th and 29th. 

‘GRANDMA’ 

One of the directors of this co¬ 
operative, in reporting her meter 
reading for September, signed her 
meter card “Grandma Hurst.” 
This director is Mrs. Grover 
(Ruby) Hurst of Plymouth. Mr. 
and Mrs. Hurst are grandparents 
for the first time. Their son Loren 
and his wife are the parents of a 
fine boy, and they have named him 
Gary Eugene. Congratulations to 
both the parents and the grandpar¬ 
ents. 

SERVICE 
We want to thank Mrs. G. C. 

Gardner, one of our members, for 
the nice letter we recently received 
from her. We do try to give prompt 
service to our members. We are 
very anxious to get the service to 
every one who wishes the electric 
service, but of course, we cannot 
get to every one at once. 

We assure yco we are making 
every effort to please every one. 
This letter is very welcome, espe¬ 
cially at this time when we find we 
■’re being held up with our work 
through no fault of ours. Thanks 
again, Mrs. Gardner. 

We wish to call your atfen- 

GENESEO FARM youth receives the W. C. Skelly award for out¬ 
standing contribution to the nation's food supply. The youth, Eldon Weber, 
is shown accepting the award from the representative of the Skelly company. 
Reading from left to right in the picture, representative of the Skelly company; 
Claude Weber, father of the youth; Wilbur Brokaw, agricultural instructor 
at the Geneseo high school, and Weber. 

Eldon Weber, Geneseo Farm 
Youth, Receives Ag Award 

Eldon Weber, of Geneseo, 
received the W. C. Skelly agri¬ 
culture achievement award re¬ 
cently, for his outstanding 
farming activities. 

The award is made each 
week to the farm person who 
is making an outstanding 
contribution to the nation’s 
food production. The award 
consists of a $100 saving 
bond, a scroll, and a lapel 
pin, 

Eldon, the son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Claude Weber, was 
chosen by a group of 10 mid- 
western farm leaders to re¬ 
ceive the award. He was se¬ 
lected because of his accom¬ 
plishments on his father’s 346- 
acre farm north of Geneseo. 

On the 20 acres of land, 
which he rented from his 
father, Eldon produced 100 
bushels of soybeans and 110 
bushels of oats. He also 
raised 2,000 pounds of beef 
and 4,000 pounds of pork, 
out of four Herefords and 
three sows. 
He is planning to add a tree 

project to his present farming, 
which in the next five years 
will be producing Christmas 

trees. He will plant these on 
10 acres of sandy soil as a step 

toward reducing the blowing 
and erosion of the light soil. 

Eldon, a freshman at Iowa 
State college at Ames, was 
formerly a member of the Fu¬ 
ture Farmers of America and 
the 4-H. While an FFA mem¬ 
ber he earned the state farm¬ 
er and the star farmer degrees. 

All of Eldon’s interests 
weren’t in farming, according 
to the report made by Wilbur 
Brokaw, Geneseo high school 
agriculture instructor, who 
made the report to the selecting 
committee. 

He was on the high school 
debating team and partic¬ 
ipated in dramatics. He took 
part in the student council 
and was head of the legisla¬ 
tive steering committee as 
well as its chaplain. 
The Weber’s were pioneers 

in introducing electrical equip¬ 
ment on the farm in their area. 
Such appliances as range, 
water heater, water system, 
grain elevator, have long been 
a part of their farm. They are 
members of Farmers Mutual 
Electric co-op of Geneseo. 

tion again to sending your pay¬ 
ments in cash through the mail. 
During the month of Septem¬ 
ber one of our members sent 
cash and it was lost in the 
mail. We have a few members 
who send money, and of course, 
we are not responsible if the 
money is lost. 

READING DATE 

We wish to remind our members 
again that the meter reading date 
is always the 25th of the month, 
and the card is to be mailed in 
promptly. Do not hold up the card 
until you come to town so that 
you can pay it at the same time. 

Send the card in, and we can 
have your bill figured for you, and 
possibly the bill made. This will 
not hold us up with our billing, 
not adjust it until the following 
month. We try to get the bills in 
the mail by the 1st or 2nd of each 
month. If the cards are mailed in 
promptly it is much easier to get 
our bills made and in the mail by 
that time. 

“OUTAGES” 
We are still making line exten¬ 

sions, and reconversion of line 
which makes it necessary for the 
power to be off part of the time. 
It may be off for a few minutes, 
and again it may be off for a couple 
of hours. There will be low vol¬ 
tage conditions at times. We will 
not turn the power off any longer 
than is necessary and ask that 
you cooperate with us while we 
are doing this work. 

Electric Alarm— 
(From Page Fourteen) 

fusible link that looks like a fish 
line, can be set up anywhere, 
so that the switch sounds an 
alarm if the linkage is disturbed 
by the opening of a window or 
door. In the case of fire, the 
second a fusible link melts, at 
160 degrees, the alarm is 
sounded. 

Numerous insurance under¬ 
writers, protective associations, 
and fire and police officials 
have acclaimed this inexpensr- 
ive alarm because of its simple 
construction and because of 
the great degree of protection 
it offers. 

This alarm is guaranteed for 
10 years. Its simple mechanism 
requires no upkeep or repairs. 

The cost of the alarm itself 
is less than five dollars, and 
fusible links which are quite 
long, cost only 20 cents. 

Grass waterways are established 
to help control erosion. 

* * * 

Selection is necessary for all im¬ 
provement in plants and animals. 

* * it 

Good rotations are found on all 
farms which are profitable over a 
long period of time. 

* * * 

Oat smut alone is estimated to 
have reduced Illinois oat yields up 
to 12 million bushels a year. 

NEWS FROM 
Tri-County 

Electric Co-op 
H. G. Downey, Manager 

Mt. Vernon, III. 

H. G. Downey 

Possibly many of the members 
are not aware that we have avail¬ 
able for their use self-addressed 
envelopes for their convenience in 
sending their monthly remittance 

to the respec¬ 
tive office in 
their county. 
We urge the 
members to se¬ 
cure a supply 
of these envel¬ 
opes the next 
time they are in 
the office or if 
they pay entire¬ 

ly by mail if they will advise us, 
we will forward them a supply of 
envelopes. 

We also noted in checking mail 
which comes in that we still have 
a few that send in money. We 
have mentioned many, many times 
that- we cannot be responsible for 
money that is sent through the 
mail and we urge you to either 
send a check or a money order. If 
you do not have a checking ac¬ 
count and send your remittance in 
by money order this will cost you 
approximately 10 cents for a re¬ 
mittance. 

Why not save a few of those 
dimes and pay in advance on 
your account and we will let 
you know when your credit is 
exhausted in time for you to 
forward us additional money. 
A great many of the members 
of the cooperative are doing 
this and we believe it is sav¬ 
ing them a lot of trouble. When 
the 20th of the month comes, 
all they have to do is read their 
meter, send in their meter 
reading slip, and we figure the 
bill for them here in the office. 

We wish to call attention to the 
members in townships 22 and 23, 
located near Addieville, Okawville 
and Covington. Within the next 
two to three months we plan to 
start rephasing work in your area 
to provide a three phase line to 
Covington from south of Addieville 
and during this time you will be 
out of service at various times 
during the day. 

At all times we will provide ser¬ 
vice from approximately 11:30 a.m. 
to 1:00 p.m. in order that those 
who use atpves for cooking will 
have electric service during the 
noon hour. 

OUTAGES 
During the past few weeks some 

members living near Range and in 
the Centralia area were out of ser¬ 
vice due to defective insulators. 
When a bad insulator developes on 
our line .either caused by lightning 
or a rifle shot, they are very diffi¬ 
cult to find. It is almost impos¬ 
sible to find them during a heavy 
rain and we quite often have to 
wait for a clear night in order to 
find the faulty insulator. 

The insulator causing the diffi¬ 
culty in the Range area was found 
by Francis Wittenbrink, lineman, 
in Jefferson county. The location 
of the insulator was determined by 
the great amount of radio noise on 
the line in the area. 

EMPLOYEES 
Paul Yursell wishes to express 

appreciation to all the employees 
and his friends who sent cards and 
flowers while he was in the hospi¬ 
tal during the past week. Paul is 
back on the job and has recovered 
from his illness. 

Ruth Nagel took her vacation 
from September 19th to October 3rd. 
She reports that Arizona and New 
Mexico are beautiful and she would 
like to live in that region. During 
her absence the Nashville office was 
staffed by IMarie Weigand, Helen 
Garrison, Mary Katherine McCol¬ 
lum and H. G. Downey, who alter-, 

nated and took turns keeping the 
office open. 

Lowell Prosise, truck driver on 
the Marion county crew, has been 
on vacation and Myrtle Baltzell 
left Thursday, October 13th, for a 
trip to the Dakotas. We under¬ 
stand that Myrtle is a very good 
pheasant hunter and we expect her 
to bag the limit every day. 

BILLS 
This cooperative has gone to con¬ 

siderable expense to maintain a lo¬ 
cal county office for the conven¬ 
ience of the* members in reporting 
service difficulties and paying their 
light bills. We still have a few 
members who insist on sending 
their remittance to the office not 
located in their county. 

This quite often causes con¬ 
fusion because the remittance 
is delayed in arriving at the 
office, and the local office, who 
has not received the money 
sends a delinquent notice to the 
member who has actually paid 
his bill but at the other office. 
We wish to again remind all 
members to send their pay¬ 
ments to their local office. 

We have a few members who are 
careless and do not send us a meter 
reading. If you are one of these, 
we wish to warn you that the board 
of trustees has requested that these 
regulations be adhered to. Failure 
to abide by the regulations can 
subject a member to disconnection 
of electric service. Let’s save much 
embarrassment and hard feelings 
by abiding by the regulations of 
the cooperative. 

I’Marie Weigand and Helen 
Garrison^ employees of Tri- 
County Electric, attended book¬ 
keeper’s school at Springfield, 
Illinois on October 13th and 
October 14th. 

J. W. Duncan, a member of Tri- 
County, who lives on Route 4-A of 
Mt. Vernon, was in the office this 
past week and advises that he was 
going to spend the winter in Flori¬ 
da. 

CONSTRUCTION 

We are now starting to energize 
lines constructed by the contrac¬ 
tor. The first lines to be turned 
on will be located north and south 
of Belle Rive. At the present time 
the contractor is working in Mar¬ 
ion county setting poles on which 
the wire will be strung during bad 
weather. Our own crews had a 
successful month during the month 
of September and completed 12 
miles of line, making a total com¬ 
pleted to date, during the year, 105 
miles. 

OPERATING STATISTICS 
August 1949 

Miles Energized  1635 
Revenue per mile  $23.83 * 
Connected members  5718 
Density per mile  3.5 
Average bill  $6.74 
Average kwh used  195 
Kwh sold   1,117,135 

August 1948 
Miles Energized  1492 
Revenue per mile  $21.43 
Connected members  5196 
Density .per mile   3.5 
Average bill $6.13 
Average kwh used 177 
Kwh sold   920,319 

Farrowing is the most critical 
time in hog production. 

★ * * 

Before grain is delivered to the 
elevator, some kind of agreement 
must have been reached by the 
buyer and seller. 

Pensacola 
Creosoting Co. 

Incorporated 

★ 
Producers of Creosoted 

Dense Southern Pine 
Poles 
★ 

PENSACOLA, FLORIDA 
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NEWS FROM 
Southeastern 

Harrisburg 01. 

A. F. LENTZ* Supt. 

We are very happy to greet our 
members again this month, how¬ 
ever the weather man has dealt us 
a pretty heavy body blow the past 
few weeks, which has slowed down 

our construction 
program to a 
considerable de¬ 
gree, and re¬ 
minding us that 
“Old Man Win¬ 
ter” is breath¬ 
ing down our 
neck, and 
makes it neces¬ 
sary to use 

more men and equipment to get 
the same job done during wet 
weather that we used to use the 
same work done in dry weather. 

However, our construction pro¬ 
gram is still coming along nicely 
and we have completed quite a 
number of extensions in Franklin, 
Hardin, and Hamilton counties, as 
well as several in Ridgeway area of 
Gallatin county. About all lines 
will have been staked and poles set 
in Hamilton county by the time 
you receive this issue of the Illinois 
RIBA News. Considerable mileage 
of staking has been done in John¬ 
son as well as Williamson counties, 
and poles are being hauled in these 
areas at this time. 

Line Notes 
Our Board opened bids Septem¬ 

ber 23, (second bid opening) for 
construction of our transmission 
line, and there were five bids re¬ 
ceived and the Continental Com¬ 
pany of Dayton, Ohio, was the low 
bidder, with a total bid of $83,- 
880.00. Three members of the 
board, W. L. Bradley, Loyd Pick¬ 
ard, Earl Hunt, and A. F. Lentz, 
manager took the bids and drove 
to Washington in the interest of 
obtaining approval of these bids so 
no further delay would be exper¬ 
ienced than possible and work 
could begin soon on its construc¬ 
tion. 

These bids were approved by the 
engineering division and contracts 
have been signed between the con¬ 
tractor and the cooperative and 
have been forwarded to REA in 
Washington for final approval be¬ 
fore work can begin. It is expect¬ 
ed that the contractor will begin 
moving in his equipment by Octo¬ 
ber 20, and if weather permits the 
poles will be set pretty fast. How¬ 
ever, we know that we will run in¬ 
to bad weather before it can be 
completed. 

We wish to state that we have 
been receiving considerable pub¬ 
licity in the press for the past sev¬ 
eral weeks, which you have been 
reading no doubt, and whi<^i we 
have not had a chance to answer, 
and we feel that you should know 
at least our side of the argument. 

Going back a few years, we re¬ 
call that before we started to 
handle wiring materials it was im¬ 
possible for one of our members 
to get sufficient materials to com¬ 
pletely wire his premises from any 
dealer and he had to finally wind 
up buying something of a less qual¬ 
ity in order to complete his wiring. 
It was impossible to get small 
electric motors anywhere, no deal¬ 
er had them in stock. 

We started to shop around for 
our members, in order to save 
them money and at the same time 
enable them to get needed equip¬ 
ment, and at a fair price. During 
the war when materials were prac¬ 
tically "non-existent” we were able 
to maintain a complete stock of 
materials and kept the price at a 
fair level for our members. We 
sold literally hundreds of small % 
HP split phase motors at the fac¬ 
tory list price of $6.75 each, later 
they were $7.25 and these same 
motors were displayed and listed 

for sale by other dealers in our 
area from $10.50 to $14.00 and we 
saw these same motors sold by 
certain dealers in our area during 
the war for $25 each, while we still 
sold them at the factory list price. 

We saw GO AMP entrance switch 
boxes, that listed at $8.25 sold for 
$15. Entrance cable that we have 
never sold above 30 cents per foot, 
even before the war or since, it 
was sold for $1 per foot. .And 
these sales were not made by some 
bootlegger in a back alley, but 
were made by hardware and appli¬ 
ance dealers in our area. We wish 
to state just here that these cases 
were in the minority, as the great 
bulk of our fine merchants were 
selling these things at a fair mark 
up. But we are wondering where 
prices would have gone if your co¬ 
operative had not been selling you 
these articles at a fair profit. 

Several years ago, your manager 
and board of trustees felt that you 
members should have the opportu¬ 
nity of being able to purchase qual¬ 
ity appliances from your own or¬ 
ganization, as it was generally un¬ 
derstood that a great number of 
new brands of merchandise would 
flood the market, only interested 
in the first sale, not in servicing 
the equipment after it was sold. 
They aimed to make a quick profit 
and clean up on a “buyers” mar¬ 
ket” and let some one else worry 
about the servicing of this equip¬ 
ment. The mortality rate in these 
appliance companies has been 
heavy. You can recall dozens of 
new names that were on the mar¬ 
ket at the close of the war that 
have fallen by the wayside. We 
felt that equipment from a reliable 
manufacturer, sold by a responsible 
dealer, who would continue to be 
in business thru the years to come, 
would be a much safer investment. 
Therefore we obtained a franchise 
from Westinghouse Manufacturing 
Company, covering their entire line 
of appliances. 

We were offered the “Exclusive 
Franchise” for the entire area 
served by this Cooperative, but we 
told them that we did not wish to 
deprive any other responsible Wes¬ 
tinghouse dealer fx-om selling Wes¬ 
tinghouse appliances to our mem¬ 
bers, therefore other Westinghouse 
dealers were set up in our area. 

Other Manufacturers, e s t a b - 
lished dealers for their appliance 
line in the territory and for the 
most part, these dealers were high 
quality merchants and those that 
were on their toes did a good busi¬ 
ness. Conditions rapidly changed 
as more appliances were being de¬ 
livered to purchasers, and the deal¬ 
er found that he could not sit in 
his store and wait for his custom¬ 
ers to come in to see him but the 
more aggressive merchants began 
to canvass the countryside in 
search of business. 

Sales were harder to make, com¬ 
petition was getting keener, pur¬ 
chasers were doing more “shop¬ 
ping around” with the result that 
some of the dealers began to 
“scream” that the “REA” was 
ruining their business. 

Various dealers in our project 
area have written to the officials 
in Washington over tne past years 
complaining that your cooperative 
has no right to sell merchandise 
or anything. We immediately re¬ 
ceive a copy of their letter, togeth¬ 
er with another letter of inquiry 
as to the facts in the case, and 
we have a considerable file of these 
letters. Recently, a few of the 
dealers in our territory, particular¬ 
ly two in Saline county have inter¬ 
ested the officials of the Retail 
Merchants Association, whose main 
offices are in Chicago, and whose 
Secretary is Joseph Meek, Chicago. 

Protest Meeting 
A meeting was called by the Re¬ 

tail Merchants Association to be 
held at the City Hall in Harris¬ 
burg, Wednesday, Oct. 5 at 7 p.m. 
This meeting was given front page 
notice in the local paper and the 
Retail Merchants Association head¬ 
quarters had previously mailed out 

a considerable number of their 
“flash sheets’* to various mer¬ 
chants in this area making false 
charges against your Cooperative, 
in the matter of the sale of appli¬ 
ances and also making the charge 
that your Cooperative was endeav¬ 
oring to borrow “50 million dol¬ 
lars” of the taxpayers’ money to 
build generating plants at Crab Or¬ 
chard and Maunie, together with 
a net-work of transmission lines, 
which, according to the charges, 
was a waste of the taxpayers 
money. 

Our first reaction to this notice 
was to ig-nore the whole thing, 
then upon further examination, we 
felt that since it was a public 
meeting, we certainly had a right 
to attend and hear the charges 
and discussion concerning these 
“terrible grievances” which the 
merchants of this area had against 
your organization. 

In order to make sure that we 
had a verbatim word report of 
this meeting, we asked one of our 
stenographers, Miss Donna Bram- 
let to attend and take down the 
“testimony” on her stenotype ma¬ 
chine, which was done. Tlie pres¬ 
ence of Miss Bramlet taking these 
notes sort of threw a coldness over 
the meeting and some merchants 
that possibly might have aired 
their feelings, knowing that their 
statements were being recorded on¬ 
ly commented as to hearsay. 

Your Cooperative was charged 
with using government money to 
finance the sale of appliances in 
direct competition to private busi¬ 
ness. Your Cooperative was speci¬ 
fically charged with being “tax ex¬ 
empt” and peddling appliances “in 
car load lots” at greatly reduced 
prices^ etc., etc.” 

One merchant from New Haven 
stated that he was not able to sell 
even a “light bulb” to REA mem¬ 
bers, saying that “they buy every¬ 
thing from the REA.” Another 
merchant stated that “before the 
war, we could obtain membership 
lists from the Cooperative, as a 
mailing list, while now they refuse 
to furnish them”. 

The meeting was also attended 
by a considerable number of our 
members, who wanted to find out 
just “what a lousy bunch they were 
connected with” (in the estimation 
of some of these local merchants) 
B. D. Gates, president of the Coop¬ 
erative, A. F. Lentz, manager, Ray 
Grater, public relations ,Joe Lad- 
ley, appliance manager, T. C. Clev¬ 
enger, engineer, all of the Coopera¬ 
tive, were also present. 

Mr. Meek, who was in charge of 
the meeting, after being intro¬ 
duced by Fred Wasson of Carrier 
Mills, said that he had come down 
to Southern Illinois at the request 
of members of the association 
which he was the secretary. The 
Retail Merchants Association of 
Illinois. He then read a letter from 
REA Administrator Claude R. 
Wickard addressed to Congress¬ 
man Arends, which we happen to 
have a copy, which I will quote 
here: 

“Dear Mr. Arends: This is in 
response to your letter of April 13, 
1949, concerning a letter you re¬ 
ceived regarding the merchandis¬ 
ing activities of the Southeastern 
Illinois Electric Cooperative, Har¬ 
risburg, Illinois. 

“The cooperative at Harrisburg 
has to date borrowed through the 
Rural Electrification Administra¬ 
tion sufficient funds to finance the 
construction of 2,114 miles of line 
to serve 9,749 members. No loans 
have been made to the cooperative 
for the purpose of financing the 
merchandising of appliances; neith¬ 
er have we encouraged the coop¬ 
erative to use its own funds for 
such purposes. The merchandis¬ 
ing activities of the cooperative at 
Harrisburg do not come under the 
jurisdiction of REA as the cooper¬ 
ative is not a government agency 
or a branch of any government 
agency but is a private, non-profit 
corporation organized pursuant to 
the laws of the State of Illinois 

that govern non-profit cooperatives. 
“The Southeastern Illinois Elec¬ 

tric Cooperative is governed by a 
board of directors elected annually 
by aH the voting members. The 
board of directors meets monthly. 
We suggest that the writer of the 
letter to yon present his problem 
before the entire board of direct¬ 
ors at its next monthly meeting. 
Mr. A. F. Lentz, manager for the 
cooperative, can give him the date 
of the next board meeting. Sin¬ 
cerely,” Claude R. Wickard, Ad¬ 
ministrator. 

After reading the above letter 
from Mr. Wickard to Congress¬ 
man Arends, Mr. Meek stated that 
he would have to have some tan¬ 
gible proof of the charges and 
asked the assembled group if they 
knew of “such price cutting” and 
various ones stated that “he had 
heard, so and so say that they heard 
some one else say, so and so” but 
Meek stated he would have to have 
something in print or writing. NO 
ONE HAD ANY EVIDENCE. 

After several merchants had said 
their piece, your President, B. D. 
Gates explained to the group that 
we were not in unfair competition 
to them in any way and that this 
cooperative paid every form of tax¬ 
es that they paid, and were subject 
to every control that they were sub¬ 
ject to, and as far as being in com¬ 
petition to them he explained to 
them that several of these mer¬ 
chants present went out and bought 
farms and went into farming in 
competition with him as a farmer, 
and “we as farmers have just as 
much right to go into business to 
serve ourselves as any one else.” 

He explained that our appliances 
were sold at the manufacturers 
list the same as theirs were and as 
president of the board of directors 
of this cooperative, we would in¬ 
vite any merchant to attend our 
board meeting and discuss any 
grievance he may have against us 
and he could be sure of a fair 
hearing, and he was sure that if 
these merchants would come to see 
us that we could get a better un¬ 
derstanding of each others prob¬ 
lems. 

But he further stated that if they 
were taking the position that far¬ 
mers, as a group had no right to 
engage in business to serve them¬ 
selves, regardless of what that bus¬ 
iness might be then they were de¬ 
nying rights that are given by 
statute that any group may join to¬ 
gether to better serve themselves. 
He explained that this was the 
foundation on which the REA co¬ 
operatives were founded. 

He stated that when REA was 
established in 1935, only 10.9 per 
cent of the nation’s farms were 
electrified and since that early be¬ 
ginning REA has increased that 
number to the point that now only 
12 per cent is yet unserved. The 
bickering, due largely to a com¬ 
plete lack of understanding on the 
part of the merchants present as to 
the operation of the Cooperative— 
how it began, grew and how it op¬ 
erates—seems to be just like water 
ofL a ducks back. They knew 
nothing about it which, by the way, 
is an indictment against your co¬ 
operative, for which we will have 
to plead guilty in not doing a bet¬ 
ter job in public relations, this due 
to pressure we have been under to 
bring electricity to more and more 
farms, public relations was omitted. 

It was not out intention in at¬ 
tending this meeting to take any 
part whatever, but the charges 
were so unfair that your manager 
asked if he might answer some of 
the questions that had been dis¬ 
cussed and no one had any answer 
up to now. 

He pointed out that sis to the sale 
of appliances, our sales had been 
made at the factory established list 
prices, with exception of some ob¬ 
solete models of refrigerators and 
ranges, which had been sold at a 
discount, with the Westinghouse 
approval before it was done, the 
same practice that any merchant 

follows when he has old models on 
his floor of any type of merchan¬ 
dise, he clears his floors for new 
merchandise. We had no apology 
to make on that li e. 

He discussed the charge that 
we were asking for a loan to build 
a generating plant at Crab Orchard 
or Maunie, and pointed out that 
they were certainly confused to say 
the least and most certainly un¬ 
informed as to the true picture. He 
stated that there was a new gener¬ 
ating and transmission cooperative 
formed i:: Illinois for the purpose 
of exploring the possibility of es¬ 
tablishing power facilities to serve 
the cooperatives in Illinois at a 
more favorable rate than they have 
been able to obtain from the pres¬ 
ent power source. He pointed out 
that this cooperative had no fight 
with the present power source, but 
it had been shown by engineering 
studies made by a competent en¬ 
gineering firm that a transmission 
and generation cooperative could 
be built, owned and controlled by 
the members it served, and at a 
cheaper rate than had been offered 
up to now by any present supplier 
now supplying electricity to any 
of the cooperatives, and that cer¬ 
tainly there was no crime in¬ 
volved in groups endeavoring to 
better their own position. ^ 

The manager further pointed out 
to the assembled merchants that 
over the years, there had been very 
few towns of any size that had 
not at some time or other attempt¬ 
ed, and did, in numerous instances, 
raise large sums, ranging from a 
few thousand to hundreds of thous¬ 
ands of dollars to subsidize some 
business in order to have a pay¬ 
roll in their town. 

He told them that the entire pay¬ 
roll of this cooperative for labor 
alone amounts to better than $27,- 
000 per month, paid to some 190 
employees, which together with their 
families was the sole support of 
approximately 500 people and this 
money was all spent in this trade 
area, and these merchants were 
not asked to contribute one cent 
to get that amount of business. 
Further, that the 8700 members 
now receiving serviee from our 
lines were certainly a vast field for 
the sale of all types of merchan¬ 
dise which they handled. The gist 
of the whole meeting was that 
“Farmers have no right to engage 
in business of any kind, but leave 
that business in the hands of the 
local merchants.” 

If this be true there would be 
NO REA COOPERATIVES, NO 
FARM BUREAU SERVICE COM¬ 
PANIES. NO ILLINOIS AGRI¬ 
CULTURE INSURANCE PRO¬ 
GRAM, N O COOPERATIVE 
CREAMERIES. NO COOPERA¬ 
TIVE GRAIN MARKETING AS¬ 
SOCIATIONS, NO PRODUCERS 
LIVESTOCK ASSOCIATIONS, NO 
MUTUAL TELEPHONE COM¬ 
PANIES, NO, NO, NO ANYTHING 
THAT WAS IN COMPETITION 
TO LOCAL BUSINESS. 

Folks, this battle has just begun, 
for when any individual or group 
of individuals assumes to tell our 
farmers that they have no right to 
engage in any business that is in 
competition to them,—well, then 
they just don’t know our farmers. 
ARE YOU " TTH US? 

Oh yes, we answered the charge 
as to not furnishing lists of our 
membership to all merchants that 
wanted such lists, and stated that 
in the early days of the program 
we were a small group and these 
lists were not such a problem, but 
that now our ledgers are set up in 
alphabetical arrangement and cov¬ 
ered the whole eight county area, 
and with 8700 members being 
served, it would require the labor 
of several clerks weeks to make up 
such lists and then the bulk of the 
names would be out of their trade 
area that they would be worthless. 

Picture, if you please that it re¬ 
quires a legal size sheet to hold 
about 50 names and addresses, 

(Continued on Page Nineteen) 

Art Lentz 
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Farming News Notes 
o * 

FARM LEGISLATION 
The haste in which farm legisla¬ 

tion was passed and the final sup¬ 

port by a majority of members of 
both parties in Congress gives 

some indication of the position the 
farmers hold in the coming 1950 

elections. 

Farm vote is to be wooed by 

major parties in the coming cam¬ 
paign. Democratsi in general, be¬ 

lieve that the farmers will stay 
with them because of the party’s 
past record. Republicans hope to 
gain House seats by a swing in 

rural voting in the close districts. 

POPULATION 
Studies continue to show a steady 

decerase in farm population. The 
swing to city living which began 

in 1910 still continues. Total farm 
population now equals just about 

its total for the period of the 1880's. 
City totals have multiplied several 

times. 

But. in spite of the decrease in 

numbers, farmers still hold a key 

place in the economy and their pro¬ 
ductivity increases. One farmer 

can now produce enough food to 
feed 15 persons in the U. S. Farm 
surpluses will continue to be trou¬ 
blesome for some time to come. 

PRICE SPREAD 
When Congress re-convenes next 

year expect to see a continuation 
of the investigations of the price 
spread of farm products as they 
reach the market. In spite of the 

fact that farm prices tend down¬ 
ward. consumer prices for the 
same goods tend to remain up. A 
study of the egg market is one 
point of focus. 

MILK PRODUCTS 
An American manufacturer has 

made the milk cow a successful 
competitor of the Argentine wild 

horse in the production of—horse¬ 
hair? 

Horsehair from the manes and 
tails of Argentine horses has been 
selling for $1.25 to $1.40 a pound. 
Now a fiber made from skimmed 

milk is being tried out by horse¬ 

hair mattress and furniture mak¬ 

ers. It costs only 94 cents per 

pound. 

ELECTRICAL INDUSTRY 
The fastest growing ind.ustry in 

the U. S. A. is the manufacture of 
electrical machinery. A total of 313 
per cent of value in these products 

was added to American productivi¬ 
ty in the period from 1939 to 1947. 
The center of this industry is in 
the Great Lakes states. 

FROM USDA 
Department of Agriculture sta¬ 

tistics show that the average farm 
utilizes 31,640 board feet of lumber. 
An estimate of 777 board feet is 

needed each year for replacements 

and repairs. 

The quick turnover in oat 
varieties has resulted from ef¬ 
forts to keep ahead of the ever- 
changing diseases, a testimoni¬ 
al to the success of the nimbie- 
Jaek plant breeders. Old oats 
vanities have been replaced in 
six years. 

Market shelf life of fresh vege¬ 
tables may be tripled by keeping 
them cool and moist. For this re¬ 
cent stndy. eleven different vege¬ 
tables were tested on four pieces 

of equipment of the type need in 
markets with a smalt to medhun 
volume of business. 

FROM U CNF I 
The total pig crop this year hr IS 

per cent larger than for 1(948, but 
total pork supplies see expected to 
be ow*y about 10 per cent greater 
The reason is that so far this sea¬ 
son hogs are going to market at 
lighter weights. 

* * * 

The separate-elot-h-for-every 

now method of washing a cow's 

udder is gaining favor. This 
practice cuts down the chance 
of spreading disease from one 
cow to another, and it speeds 
up the whole milking operation 
because washing stimulates the 
cow to let her milk down quick¬ 
ly. Warm chlorine water solu¬ 
tion is used for washing just 
before milking. 

4r ★ ★ 

Largest profit from hogs comes 
from feeding them all the proles n 
and mineral concentrates they 
need. One group of farmers earned 

$2,400 more over a 10-year period 
than another group which was 

stingy with protein feeds. 
★ ★ ★ • 

The ideal time to spread 
limestone is right away after 
the harvest work this fall. This 
procedure allows about a year 
for the limestone to correct the 
acidity if it is spread on land 
plowed for corn or soy beans 
and which is to be followed by 
small grain and clover. The 
lime is mixed thoroughly with 
the surface soil by working the 
seedbed and cultivating the 
corn or beans. 

Another good system is to place 
limestone on soybean stubble in 

the fall where grains and legumes 
are to be planted next spring. 

DID YOU KNOW? 
In northern Russia and Siberia, 

where snows are heavy and lasting, 
some cows are equipped with glas¬ 

ses to prevent snow blindness. 
★ * ★ 

Illinois farm land slightly ex¬ 
ceeds 31 million acres. 

★ ★ W 

Over 40 per cent of Illinois farm¬ 

ers’ income is from the sale of 
livestock. 

★ ★ ★ 
Corn is maturing each month 

of the year in at least one of 
the countries of the world. 

★ ★ ★ 

About 33 billion pounds of corn¬ 

cobs are produced annually on U. S. 
farms. An average bushel of ear 
corn contains 11 pounds of cobs. 

★ ★ ★ 
Good clean plowing of cornfields, 

using coulters, jointers and wires or 
trash shields, should destroy 98 to 
99 per cent of the corn borers. 

RANDOM NOTES 
Post holes can now be pre-fabri- 

cated! 

In order to put a clothes line in 

his yard, and Illinois man used two 
nail kegs filled with concrete with 
a hole in the center of each one. 

This makes it possible to move 
them to any part of the yard, in¬ 

sert clothes line posts, and stretch 
up a line. Quite an idea, eh? 

NEWS FROM 
Illinois Valley 

Princeton, 111. 
F. I, RUBLE, Mgr* 

Mailing Address: 480 South 
Main Street 

Telephone: 135 
Office ours: 8:00 A. M. to 5 

P. M. (Monday through Sat¬ 
urday) 

Telephone Numbers for Out¬ 
ages: 
In case of interrupted service 

at any time other that the regu¬ 
lar office hours, call one of the 
following numbers: 

Milford Jontx, General Fore¬ 
man, Phone 288, Princeton 

Floyd Christiansen, Mainten¬ 
ance Foreman, Phone 
Princeton 

curing tables and chairs and plac¬ 
ing them in the school. 

COOPERATION 

The board of directors and man¬ 

agement wish to publicly express 

their sincere thanks and apprecia¬ 
tion to all who cooperated to help 

make the 10th annual meeting a 
success. 

Special mention is awarded Owen 

V. Shaffer, principal of the Prince¬ 
ton High School for his fine coop¬ 
eration in assisting with? arrange¬ 

ments in connection with the use 

of the auditorium, sound system, 

and other details at the school. 
To the dealers and distributors 

who donated the many valuable 
attendance awards, a special vote 

of thanks for their fine coopera¬ 
tion. 

C. AGN ES M DLSON 

C. Agnes Wilson, REA regional 
y ... -    home economist, presented three 
In this issue of your Illinois i 

n programs recently, while a visitor REA News you will find a report ; 
H & J 

, , .   - „„„„ to your cooperative. Miss Wilson 
of the 10th annual meeting of your •>' ^ 

. , . . . „ . spoke at the countywide meeting- 
co-operative, held in Princeton, Sep- ^ 

tember 27th. For those of you 

who attended, 

it will be a re¬ 
minder of what 

transpired, for 

those who did 

not attend, it is 

of Future Home Makers, held at 

the Princeton High School, Sep¬ 
tember 28th. 

Miss Wilson, also, presented a 
demonstration on lighting before 

the entire student body of the 

P.H.S. the morning of Sept. 29th. 

F. 1. Ruble 

. f Miss Frances Malsbury, home ec. arecordof 
,, , instructor. Princeton High School 

events that you 

should have arranSecl ^or Miss Wilson's appear¬ 
ance as guest speaker of these 
two programs. 

Miss Wilson was the principal 

been present, in 
person, to see 

and hear. 
Members present, augmented by s»eaker at the Bureau County 
,, , , „ . Home Bureau annual meeting, held 
the necessary number of proxies ° 

. . September 29th. Her stibject was 
constituted the needed quorum to ^ J 

permit the transaction of busi¬ 

ness and hold an election in com¬ 
pliance wi^h the by-laws. 

DIRECTORS ELECTED 

The three co-op members who 

were nominated by the nominating 

committee to serve on the Board 

of Directors, each for a three year 

term, were elected. They were: 

Eileen Slingsby, Utica; Ray H. 

Jackson, Toulon, and Dawson 

(Tony) Glenn, Magnolia. 

A reorganization meeting of the 

full board was held at the close of 
the annual meeting and the fol¬ 

lowing members were named as 

officers for the ensuing year: Up¬ 
ton Craig, President, Victoria; Ray 

H. Jackson, Vice President, Tou¬ 
lon; Edith Kays, Secretary, Otta¬ 

wa; and Eileen Slingsby, Treasur¬ 

er, Ottawa. 

PROGRAM 

“Small Electrical Appliances.” 

Thanks, Miss Wilson, for three fine 
programs. 

SUB STATION 

Work was begun in October to 

rush completion of a new substa¬ 

tion to be located near Altona. The 

construction of this substation will 

make it possible to distribute pow¬ 

er directly to the area instead of 

depending on the present metering 

point located near Victoria, 

It will increase the capacity of 

both sub-stations and provide ad¬ 

ditional power for the farms in 

Knox, Stark, Henry and Bureau 

counties. Every effort will be made 

to complete construction and ener¬ 

gize the sub-station before the 
weather breaks. 

CONFERENCE 

Grace Fahlberg office manager 

and Marjorie Balko, billing clerk, 

attended the Illinois REA account- 

NFE Conference Will 
Be Held In Chicago 

The fourth annual National Farm 
Electrification conference wi*l b« 

held m Chicago. December 21 and 
22. More than 400 leadens from afl 

parts of the nation are expected to 

attend the conference. 
Delegates include educators from 

colleges of agriculture, representa¬ 
tive* of private and public power, 
£a*m organisation leaders, 17. S. 
Department of Agriculture officials 
and merchandisers in wholesale 
and retail field#. 

Top administrators in each cate¬ 
gory will appear on the two-day 

program. Thirty-two national or¬ 
ganisations are represented in the 
conference. 

The reports by your officers and ant's conference, held in Spring- 
manager were informative and in- field, October 12-15. Miss Fahl- 

terested Manager Ruble present- berg is secretary' of the state REA 
ed a comprehensive review of the accountant’s association, 

years progress and results accom- Milford “Bud” Jontz, our gener- 

plished. The text of it will be ai line foreman, attended the Na- 
found elsewhere in this issue of tional Safety Congress, held in Chw 

the Illinois REA News. cago, October 24-26. “Bud” is a 

Entertainment by Phil Kalar, member of the Illinois REA safe- 

who conducts “The Friendly Phil- ty and job training committee, 

osopher” program over radio sta- which directs the state REA safe- 

tion WLPO, LaSalle, augmented by ty and job training program for 

the Embassador Trio, also of La- co-op employees. 

Salle did much to highlight the 
program. 

SPEAKER 

Noble D. Wrinkle, REA regional 

he^d, application and loans divi¬ 
sion, presented valuable informa- 

Director Madge Nye, Manager 

and Mrs. F. I. Ruble, and Fred E. 

Darr, public relations director at¬ 

tended the regional National Rural 

Electric Cooperative Association 
conference held at Madison, Sept. 

. tion on co-op membership respon- 29-30. Mrs. Nye represented the 
1 sibHity and loyalty. Excerpts from ! cooperative as a voting delegate. 

; his talk will be found in the news ! DIRECTORS 

articles about the annual meeting The nine members who serve as 
in this issue. | your board of directors, are all 

DINNER deeply interested in the rural elec- 
The potluck dinner worked out trrfication program and the pro- 

quite successfully under £h« cap- gress and successful operation of 

able supervision of Mrs. Conard your cooperative. 

Noct&er anthracnose disease m 
red clover occur# throughout Ill¬ 

inois, but » most importa nt in the 
| northern half of the state. 

Nearly 30 diseases are known to 
attack soybeans in the U. S. 

Olson, Mrs. Russell Stroud and 

Mrs. Harold Bill, of the Pleasant 

Grove community, near Buda. All 

are members of your co-op. 

The committee was assisted by 

home economic students directed 

by Miss Frances Malsbury, home 

economic instructor of the Prince¬ 

ton High School. Their assistance 

Believing you would like to be¬ 

come better acquainted with your 

directors, three of them will be 

presented each month, via this 
column, till you meet all nine of 

them. 

The three directors presented 

this month are Mrs. Edith Kays, 

Ottawa; Mrs. Eileen Slingsby, Uti- 

wa# very much appreciated. Plen- ca; and Mrs. Madge Nye, Putnam, 

ty of food for everyone was avail- All are charter members and have 
. ‘ I 

able and the committee did an ex- served as members of the Board 

celient job in arranging the tables, of Directors since the Illinois Val- 

and planned the serving of dinner, ley Electric Cooperative was in¬ 

cafeteria style. ; corporated in 1939. 

Co-op personnel arranged for se-j These three directors not only 

assisted with pioneering, promcA- 

ing and developing rural electrifi¬ 
cation in their respective communi¬ 

ties but joined with leaders to ad¬ 

vance the program to bring co-op 
electricity to unelectrified farms HO 

other areas. They continue to main¬ 

tain their interest and sincerity 

to build for a successful coopera¬ 

tive. 
MRS. RAYS 

Mrs. Kays has served as secre¬ 
tary of the board of directors since 

it was organized in 1939. The 
Kays’ farm is located in the 

Starved Rock area, south of the 

Illinois river in LaSalle county. In 

this area, Mrs. Kays was a leader 

in securing easements, building up 

interest and getting lines built dur¬ 
ing the development of the coop¬ 

erative. 

Mrs. Kays was one of the com¬ 

mittee appointed to select a name 

for the cooperative. She aleo 

helped get out attendance for the 

meetings held in Ottawa to pro¬ 

mote interest in starting the co-op 

and attended the organization 

meeting there. 

MRS. SLINGSBY 

Mrs. Slingsby is starting her 
fourth year as treasurer of your 

cooperative. The Slingsby farm i# 

located northwest of Ottawa and 

is north of the Illinois river. Mrs. 

Slingsby attended a number of 

meetings and was at the organiza¬ 
tion meeting in Ottawa. 

She was one of the leaders who 

took an active part in building up 

interest, securing easements and 
getting co-op service for the north 

half of LaSalle County, and was 

instrumental in getting co-op ser¬ 
vice to the area. 

MRS. NYE 
Mrs. Nye, also served several 

years as treasurer of your cooper¬ 

ative and continues active as a di¬ 
rector. Mrs. Nye's farm is located 

in the south part of Bureau coun¬ 

ty. She did much to develop inter¬ 

est by soliciting memberships, right 
of way and promoting interest in 

starting the cooperative, attending 

several meetings in Bureau county 

and at the Farm Bureau building 
in Princeton. 

All three directors were present 

when the cooperative was organ¬ 

ized in 1939 at Princeton and have 

remained active as members of 
the board since that time. 

Mrs. Kays and Mrs. Slingsby 

have served as members of the 

women's committee of the Associa¬ 
tion of Illinois Electric Coopera¬ 

tives, and along with Mrs. Nye 

have been elected as delegates af 
state and regional conferences, rep¬ 

resenting your cooperative at these 

meetings. 

A & P May Become 
Consumer Co-op 

From Page Two 

mitment to pay such refunds," 
Voorhis said, “then they would 
not be taxable.” 

“Whether a business were 
a co-op or not, its patrons 
would not have to pay tax on 
refunds of overcharges up¬ 
on consumable commodities,’’ 
Voorhis declared. However, 
if any income is realized by the 
patrons from ownership, they 
would pay taxes on that in¬ 
come,” 

Southeast Illinois- 
(From Page Eighteen) 

making two shees for each 100 

names thus making a bundle of 174 

sheets, which would be some 
bunch of names. That would re¬ 

quire 174 stencils for each set of 

sheets, and if there were 100 mer¬ 

chants (the paper said there were 
500 merchants in Southern Illinois) 

that requested lists, would be some 

task. Do you think we should be 

burdened with this additional cost 

for them? By the way we had one 
local merchant last spring that 

wanted to bring down his adver¬ 
tising and wanted us to mail it oat 

to all of our members tor him. 
(We didn’t hs^ve time). 
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Modern Farmer Operates on 
Larger Scale With Less 
Work Than Grandpa Did 

The present ~ day farmer 
makes Grandpa look like a 
loafer in comparison to the 
amount of work accomplished 
m the same number of hours. 
It isn t that Grandpa wasn't 
efficient, just unfortunate not 
to have the time and labor sav¬ 
ing machinery and devices now 
available. 

While Grandpa had all he 
could do to attend to the farm 
chores, his modern counterpart 
operates on a larger scale with 
less help and still has time left 
for a variety of outside activi¬ 
ties. 

Alfred G. Schoeneman of 
Shipman is a good example of 
the transition in farming. Be¬ 
sides his farming operations, 
which he carries on in partner¬ 
ship with his son-in-law, Tru¬ 
man Parklington, he serves as 
road commissioner for Hilliard 
Township. 

homes, equip the Schoeneman- 
Parklington 240-acre farm, to 
achieve efficient production at 
top speed. Complete water sys¬ 
tems eliminate time-consuming, 

back-breaking, water lugging; 
an electric milker makes it pos¬ 
sible to milk three cows at one 
time; and a barn hay dryer in¬ 
sures quality hay. 

The 13 purebred Holsteins, 
raised by the two farmers, 
have more than once topped 
the Dairy Herd Improvement 
Association records. One timfe 
the herd produced 120 gallons 
a day. The daily average 

Modern Tools 
Modern field machinery 

combined with the latest elec¬ 
tric equipment in barns and 

THE FREEZING COMPARTMENT in Mrs. Parkling- 
ton’s modern electric refrigerator comes in handy for saving 
leftovers. The compartment is also used for keeping ice-cream, 
a feature which the three Parklington children like best. 

throughout the year is 75 gal¬ 
lons. 

Some of the outside activi¬ 
ties which the two farm fam¬ 
ilies now have time to engage 
in are, 4-H, the Farm Bureau, 
church gatherings, and many 
other social affairs that grand¬ 
pa couldn’t attend because of 
lack of time. 

Wins First 
Parklington’s 4-H entry in 

the Macoupin County Fair this 
year was judged first in the 
class of Grand Champion Hol¬ 
stein Heifers. He also holds 
the honor of being a past state 
corn husking champion. 

Both families agree whole¬ 
heartedly that electricity is 
making their farm lives easier 
and more enjoyable. They are 
members of M.J.M. Electric 
Co-operative at Carlinville. 

RUNNING WATER makes the job of cleaning milk cans 
easier for Truman Parklington and his son. A hot water heat¬ 
er insures sanitation, Parklington, and his father-in-law, Al¬ 
fred Schoeneman, operate a 240-acre farm south of Shipman, 

Wickard Stresses Value 
Of Member Education 

Power Co-op Foe ‘Trying 
To Smear Farmers By 
Distortion of Facts’ 

(From Pag© One) 

(From Page One) 

power shortages, and “in fact 
REA service would not have 
been as extensive, as satisfac¬ 
tory, or as cheap.” This is 
not to say that it is necessary 
or advisable for all the co-ops 
to receive service from such 
generating plants,” he com¬ 
mented, “that should be gov¬ 
erned by the particular cir¬ 
cumstances,” 

Ellis Speaks 
Clyde T. Ellis, the executive 

manager of NRECA, called 
upon the members “to strive to 
protect all electric co-op or¬ 
ganizations—local, state and 
national—to the end that their 
10 million rural people shall be 
the best informed group in 
America on the subject of pow¬ 
er in the electric age.” Ellis 
said that with such an informed 
group a major contribution 
toward a better society and 
government can be had. 

Th executive manager said 
that the very nature of a co¬ 
operative implies that its offic¬ 
ials will keep the members fully 
advised on matters concerning 
the co-op. The manager point¬ 
ed out that the success of any 
organization depended upon 
the participation of every per¬ 
son concerned. 

Ellis declared that the few 
electric systems that have fall¬ 
en to the “enemy,” during the 
15 years since REA began, 
were organizations whose 
members were uninformed as 
to the meaning of the co-op, 
and did not participate in any 
activities of their state or 
national association^. 

“Conversely, the fact seems 
to be equally well established,” 
Ellis said, “that the systems 
which are enjoying the healthi¬ 
est conditions are those which 
participate enthusiastically in 
their state and national associ¬ 
ations.” 

Dead 
Manager Ellis declared that 

if the co-op members had not 
understood quickly the under¬ 
lying issue in all the power 
fights, and had they not acted 
upon their own initiative, the 

HAROLD WHITMAN of Camer¬ 
on was elected state director from 
Illinois of the National Rural Elec- 
trie Cooperative Association at 
the Region V meeting in Madison, 
Wis. Whitman was also chosen as 
executive ccmmitteeman from Re¬ 
gion V. Whitman replaced Everett 
R. Read of Woodbine as director. 

Albert G. Olson was elected re¬ 
gional director from Iowa replac¬ 
ing Ben Jaspers. E. J. Stoneman 
of Wisconsin was re-elected. 

rural electrification program 
may have been dead” today. 

“The minute the power com¬ 
panies are given the exclusive 
right to do all the power gen¬ 
eration and/or transmission in 
this country, the REA pro¬ 
gram is at an end.” 

Ellis mentioned the various 
“fights” in Congress, where at¬ 
tempts have been made to place 
restrictions on loan authoriza¬ 
tions. He pointed out that the 
advocates of the restrictions 
argued that the ‘power mo¬ 
nopoly' should be given the 
first opportunity to supply the 
co-ops needs, 

“Our right to generate our 
own power was then, and is 
now, our only bargaining lever 
in negotiations with the power 
companies for adequate power 
supply at reasonable rates. 

without restrictions on its use, 
Ellis declared. 

“Fights” 
The executive manager com¬ 

mented that it was interesting 
to note that when these fights 
started in 1946 the rural elec¬ 
tric systems were purchasing 
51.4 per cent of their power 
from the power companies. 
“Today, the electric co-ops are 
purchasing 56.7 pec cent of all 
their power from the power 
companies.” 

Though these battles have 
been in Congress, Ellis said, 
“the real battle has been be¬ 
tween the influence of a power- 
company inspired telegram, 
which the local merchant so 
carelessly signed, and the let¬ 
ters written in longhand on 
rough pencil paper, on his own 
initiative, by Farmer Jones, 

The important fact which 
co-op members must never lose 
sight of is that no matter what 
the fight may be about, the 
primary issue concerns free¬ 
dom against monopoly, Ellis 
said. “Freedom on the co-op’s 
part; monopoly on the part of 
the plutocrats of the power in¬ 
dustry.” 

As a reminder of what im¬ 
portance active participation is, 
Ellis noted, “Congressmen are 
little concerned about what 
NTEA thinks; they are little 
concerned about what the 
NRECA executive manager 
thinks; they are genuinely and 
vitally concerned, however, 
about what their own people 
back home think,” 

Illinois co-op representatives 
who took part in the regional 
meeting program included, Ev¬ 
erett R. Read, Harold C. Whit¬ 
man, T. H. Hafer, G, Wayne 
Welsh, and A. E, Becker. Wis¬ 
consin Governor Oscar Renne- 
bohm addressed the meeting. 

Resolutions 

Resolutions adopted by the 
delegates urged Congress to 
provide funds for the construc¬ 
tion of generating plants and 
transmission lines; to adopt 
the telephone bill; and to ap¬ 
propriate $500,000 for an ex¬ 
tensive rural electrification re¬ 
search program. 

The delgates, by resolution, 
called upon Congress to pro¬ 
vide sufficient loan funds for 

op would be wasteful. That i 
proves he hasn't taken the time 
to find out the facts. If the 
105,000 farm members of rural 
electric co-ops can save them¬ 
selves $2,000,000 a year by 
owning and operating their 
own power facilities, it can 
hardly be called ‘wasteful. It 
would rather be wasteful on 
their part to continue to pay 
the excessive wholesale power 
charges of the private utility 
companies. 

“The future of rural electri¬ 
fication will indeed be in jeop¬ 
ardy, if people like Mr. Meek 

| have their way. Farmers then 
would have absolutely no con¬ 
trol over their power supply 
and, in addition, would be 
forced to pay excessive rates 
which could wreck the financial 
stability of their cooperatives. 

Ohren emphasized that there 
wasn’t the slightest doubt that 
a power cooperative could gen¬ 
erate and transmit power at a 
lower cost than can the pri¬ 
vate utility companies. 

Conservative 
“The engineers, who have 

made a thorough study of the 
costs involved, say that their 
estimates are ‘conservative.’ 
With no high salaries, such 
as private utility executives 
get, and no profits to make, a 
power co-op most assuredly 
can produce and sell electricity 
at a considerably lower price 
than can the utilities. The fact 
that the present utility suppliers 
of co-op wholesale power re¬ 
fuse to meet the price at which 
we can generate our own pow- 

REA, and to make additional 
funds available to the REA so 
that it can continue to audit 
co-op books. Congress was 
commended for its appropri¬ 
ation of loan funds to the REA 
for this fiscal year. 

The NRECA, state papers, 
and the cooperatives were 
urged to continue and enlarge 
their public information pro¬ 
grams. 

er at, is further evidence of a 
power co-op s feasibility. 

The president pointed out 
that “the rural electric co-ops 
of Illinois haven t cost the tax¬ 
payers a nickel. The co-ops 
borrow money from REA just 
as other business firms borrow 
from RFC, except the farmers 
co-ops pay the money back, 
which is more than can be said 
for the many businesses who 
are in default to RFC. 

Not one co-op in Illinois is 
overdue in its repayment 
schedule to REA. In fact, the 
co-ops have paid $1,700,000 on 
their loans ahead of due dates. 
And a power co-op would be 
no different. Every cent it bor¬ 
rowed from the government 
would be repaid with interest. 
It wouldn’t cost any taxpayer 
anything.” 

92,7% of Illinois 
Farms Have Power 

The per cent of electrified 
farms in Illinois is 92.7 accord¬ 
ing to the recent Rural Electri¬ 
fication Administration’s an¬ 
nual unelectrified farm survey. 

More than three-quarters of 
America’s farms now are con¬ 
nected to electric lines, the sur¬ 
vey reported. Approximately 
57 per cent of these farms are 
being served by co-ops. 

When REA was established 
in 1935, only 10.9 per cent of 
the nation’s farms were electri¬ 
fied. 

Most of the remaining un- 
electrified farms are in “thin¬ 
ner” areas where sparse pop¬ 
ulation, topography or econom¬ 
ic conditions constitute ob¬ 
stacles of consideramle magni¬ 
tude. 

REA points out, however, 
that the objective of area cov¬ 
erage service is a basic policy 
in REA financing. Under this 
policy, borrowers endeavor to 
make service available on the 
same terms to all establish¬ 
ments within their service area. 


