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Chicago Tribune Ignores 
Real Facts In Angry Blast 
Against 105,000 Farmers 

AN EDITORIAL 
Championing the private power companies as the shining, 

white heroes of rural electrification, the CHICAGO TRIBUNE 
took occasion in a recent editorial to denounce the efforts of 
105,000 farmers in the state to save themselves millions of 
dollars by building their own power facilities. 

The angry attack characterized the plan for a statewide 
power cooperative, socialistic. It would never have been 
considered, wailed “The World's Greatest Newspaper” had 
it not been for the “bait of free, federal money." 

Though co-op farmers did not expect that the TRIBUNE 
would support their plans to save themselves a lot of money 
and insure themselves of adequate power supplies, still they 
were probably at a loss to understand how “The World s 
Greatest Newspaper ' could be so incorrect in its statements. 

Here are the fallacies which the TRIBUNE editorial was 
based on and here are the REAL FACTS of the matter. 

1. TRIBUNE FALLACY: “REA wants to spend 46 mill¬ 
ion dollars to build two steam power plants with transmission 
lines . . . 

REAL FACT: After 14 years, the TRIBUNE still doesn’t 
apparently know that the Rural Electrification Administration 
does not “spend" money, it only “loans" money. REA neither 
owns nor operates any electric facilities. 

2. TRIBUNE FALLACY: Co-ops were formed to sell 
power to farmers on the fringes already served by private 
companies and they wouldn’t have used enough electricity to 
make it profitable for private power company service. 

REAL FACT: When REA started in Illinois some 14 years 
back, the private power companies had succeeded up to then 
in electrifying the unimpressive total of 12 per cent of the 
farms in the state. If co-ops only serve fringe farms, then 
nearly half the farms in the state must be on the fringes 
because co-ops have electrificed 105,000 farms to date. What s 
more, the farmers co-ops have achieved a remarkably sound 
financial record evidenced by the fact that not one of the 27 
co-ops in the state is in default in its payments of its REA 
loans. Added to that record, Illinois co-ops have paid the gov¬ 
ernment millions in interest and in principal. Also they have 
repaid ahead of time on their loans, $1,700,000. 

3. TRIBUNE FALLACY: Co-ops are “islands" in their 
territory where most power consumers buy their power from 
private utilities. 

REAL FACT: The private utilities are the ‘ islands not 
the co-ops. The private companies refused to serve rural 
areas restricting themselves to the heavily populated cities and 
urban sections—“islands” within co-op territories. The co-ops 
nearly all adjoin each other forming practically a continuous 
area covering nearly two-thirds of the state. 

4. TRIBUNE FALLACY: The government gives’ 
money to co-ops, 

REAL FACT: The government through the Rural Elec¬ 
trification Administration loans funds to rural electric co-ops 
at two per cent interest and takes a mortgage on the co-op 
property to insure the repayment of the money to the govern¬ 
ment, just like a bank would. The government has actually 
made a profit on co-op loans because it re-loans the money it 
borrows in the open market, at a higher rate of interest to the 
co-ops. The money does not come out of tax funds. Co-ops 
actually don’t cost the taxpayer anything. The only cost is to 
the co-op members who use the electricity. 

5. TRIBUNE FALLACY: REA financed co-ops in Illinois 
don t pay county taxes. 

REAL FACT: All electric co-ops in Illinois pay county and 
state taxes. They have contributed hundreds of thousands of 
dollars to the tax coffers of the counties and state. They don’t 
pay “federal profit taxes" because they are non-profit and have 
no profits. 

6. TRIBUNE FALLACY: The statewide power co-op 
would claim it would be uneconomic unless it could serve towns 
as well as co-ops in its area. 

REAL FACT: Three years of thorough investigation in¬ 
cluding a $10,000 engineering study, proved that a power sys¬ 
tem serving the co-ops would not only be entirely feasible, but 
would save the users of co-op electricity, nearly $2,000,000 
each year by 1959. 

7. TRIBUNE FALLACY: A statewide power cooperative 
would be “folly" and “wasteful." 

REAL FACT: How could it be “folly’ or wasteful" for 
105,000 farmers to save themselves $2,000,000 a year? The 
real “folly” and “waste” would be to continue to pay the pri¬ 
vate power companies this extra amount for power when the 
farmers can provide it cheaper themselves. Co-ops pass sur- 

(Continued on Page Two) 

Convention Delegates Vote 
Down 27-Man Directorate 
Becker Answers Chicago 
Tribune Editorial Attack 

In answer to a CHICAGO 
TRIBUNE editorial attack de¬ 
nouncing the efforts of the 
farm members of rural electric 
cooperatives in the state to 
guarantee themselves adequate 
future power supplies at sav¬ 
ings to themselves of millions 
of dollars. Statewide Co-or¬ 
dinator A. E. Becker replied 
in a letter to the TRIBUNE 
editor 

The following is Becker’s 
letter: 

The conclusions which you 
arrived at in your editorial, 
“Socialist Power Plants for 
Illinois,” appearing in your 
September 22, 1949 issue, are 
incorrect because the facts in 
your editorial are incorrect. 

The Illinois Statewide Power 
Cooperative, an organization 
which was incorporated last 
February by “grass roots” 
farmers representing nearly 
every section of the state, is 
attempting to establish power 
facilities to serve the power 
needs of 27 rural electric co¬ 
operatives which distribute 
electricity to 105,000 farm 
homes in Illinois. 

3 Years Study 

After some three years of 
extensive investigation of the 
feasibility of such a plan, the 
representatives of the individ¬ 
ual co-ops in the state decided 
that it was in the best interests 

of the co-op members they 
represent to establish their own 
generation and transmission 
facilities. Before reaching this 
decision, however, a thorough 
engineering study was made by 
a qualified engineering firm 
with the results proving be¬ 
yond question that tremendous 
savings could be realized by 
the co-ops if they owned and 
operated their own power sys¬ 
tem. 

The savings shown by the 
survey would amount to $2,- 
000,000 annually by 1949. In 
addition, present power sup¬ 
pliers have not been able to 
assure the cooperatives that 
they will be able to meet the 
ever-increasing demands for 
electricity on the part of co-op 
consumers. This demand has 
risen from 69 kwh per month 
per average consumer in 1941 
to 156 kwh today, and conserv¬ 
ative estimates show that the 
average co-op member’s con¬ 
sumption will reach 350 kwh 
in 1959. 

No Reduction 
The two power companies 

which now furnish the whole¬ 
sale power for most of the 27 
Illinois electric co-ops, have 
been contacted. They could 
not offer any reduction in the 
present wholesale rates or give 
any promise of future 'reduc¬ 
tion. Moreover, one of these 

(Continued on Page Four) 

Co-ops Future Depends On 
Adequate Power Neal Says 

“There is no place in rural cooperative electrification for 
the antiquated extension practices of the commercial power 
companies,” declared William J. Neal, REA deputy admin¬ 
istrator before members of the Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives at its eighth annual meeting, September 8, 9, in 
East St. Louis. 

Neal said that these practices of the power companies, 
“while they may not be pursued primarily for the purpose of 
depriving farm people of the benefits of -modern ^lectric power 
service, nevertheless have that 
effect in far too many cases.” 

The deputy administrator 
said that the problem of pro¬ 
viding dependable and low- 
cost service is not one of just 
building the lines but one which 
concerns technical operations 
and management skills also. 

Leadership 

“As the rural electrification 
program grows bigger," Neal 
pointed out, “the responsibili¬ 
ties of the elected boards of 
directors are becoming great¬ 
er.” In addition to the general 
duties of determining policy, 
planning, making financial de¬ 
cisions, and supervising the 
paid management, the board 
must provide “active leader¬ 
ship" in community and mem¬ 
bership relations. 

“Successful cooperatives 
must also have people man¬ 

aging its affairs who believe in 
the cooperative way of doing 
business,” the deputy admin¬ 
istrator said, “but that is not 
enough. The co-op boards need 
to be aware of the necessity of 
obtaining people with ability, 
technical training and seasoned 
judgment in cooperative rural 
electrification.” 

Neal called upon the co-ops 
to be alert and to establish a 
plan to interest young capable 
people in employment with the 
co-ops. He declared that the 
success of co-op managers 
must be measured by the staff 
they build and the amount of 
potential leadership in that 
staff. 

Power Problem 
The problem of an adequate, 

and dependable power supply 
(Continued on Page Four) 

Delegates to the eighth an¬ 
nual meeting of the Associa¬ 
tion of Illinois Electric Cooper¬ 
atives rejected a proposal to 
enlarge the board of directors 
to 27 members. They voted 15 
to 11 to retain the present 
nine-man directorate which 
provides representation on a 
district basis. The defeated 
plan called for one director for 
each rural electric co-op in the 
state. 

The two-day meeting got un¬ 
derway at the Broadview 
Hotel, East St. Louis, Septem¬ 
ber 8 with reports of the of¬ 
ficers and committee chairmen, 
The final session was conclud¬ 
ed with the distribution of a 
variety of attendance awards, 
an innovation this year. Over 
300 were registered. 

CRITICIZE 
Heading the speakers were 

Deputy REA Administrator 
William J. Neal and Clyde T. 
Ellis, executive manager of the 
National Rural Electric Co¬ 
operative Association, Wash¬ 
ington, D. C. Both men cri¬ 
ticized the policies of the com¬ 
mercial utility companies. 

Neal blamed the “antiquated 
practices” of private power 
companies for depriving many 
farmers electricity. 

“While the utility practices 
may not be pursued primarily 
for the purpose of depriving 
farm people the benefits of 
modern electric power, they 
nevertheless have that effect in 
far too many places,” the 
deputy administrator declared. 

NRECA Manager Ellis 
scored the “telephone monop¬ 
oly” which he declared was 
behind “the move to kill the 
rural telephone bill by crippl¬ 
ing amendments.” 

MORE BASIC 
The battle over rural tele¬ 

phones, however, is more basic 
than just a fight over an iso¬ 
lated piece of legislation, Ellis 
stressed. It boils down to a 
fight for the survival of de¬ 
mocracy against the forces of 
monopoly. “Monopolism has 
always been as great an enemy 
of democracy as any othei 
“ism” and its forces have beer 
evident in every battle to rais{ 
the standard of living.” 

J. B. McCurly, chief of th( 
REA power division, told the 
convention that “long range 
planning to insure adequate 
power sources is essential il 
the farmers are to have the 
electricity they will need in the 
relatively near future.” 

McCurly pointed out that al¬ 
though electricity consumption 
on Illinois farms has increased 
over 100 per cent in the past 
seven years, from 69 kilowatt- 
hours in 1941 to 156 today, co¬ 
op users have just begun to 
take advantage of the benefits 
of electricity. 

KNOW NEEDS 
He congratulated the State 

Association for its foresight in 
undertaking a thorough and 
extensive investigation of the 

(Continued on Page Six) 
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Chicago Tribune Ignores 
Real Facts In An Angry Blast 
Aga inst 105,000 Farmers 

(From Page One) 
pluses back to their member, while private power companies 
strive for all the profit’ they can make. 

The TRIBUNE, of course, could hardly be expected to 
care whether or not 105,000 farmers must pay a lot higher j 
rates than is necessary. Nor does the TRIBUNE care 
whether or not the farmers will have any assurance of being 
able to get adequate power to meet their fast growing de¬ 
mands. Ten years from now the average co-op member will 
be using 350 kwh a month. Power companies are having 
trouble at present meeting less than half this average de¬ 
mand by co-ops. 

The two power companies that supply most of the co-ops 
have admitted that they cannot reduce their wholesale rates | 
to co-ops. They hold out no hope of future reductions or | 
assurance they will be able to meet future power needs of the | 
farmers. In addition, one of these companies not only couldn 11 
reduce its rates, but increased its rates to the 11 co-ops it sup- | 
plies by 17 per cent. The increased rates, the company declared, | 
was absolutely, the best rate it could give. 

Co-op members aren t looking for a fight. They are only 
see., ng to exercise their rights. They are fully entitled to pro¬ 
tect the future of their cooperatives and save themselves mill¬ 
ions of dollars by owning and operating their own power sys¬ 
tem. And to that end the Illinois Statewide Power Cooperative | 
was formed. The farmers stand to benefit immensely and so j 
does the state as a whole, particularly rural areas. The power i 
co-op, like the distribution co-ops, will not cost the taxpayer a i 
nickel. Every cent borrowed from the government will be repaid 
with . interest. 

MUST THE FARMERS FOREVER BE LED AROUND 
BY 1HE NOSE BY THE ‘VESTED INTERESTS?” 

Rural electric cooperatives stand convicted! They are 
"guilty’ of accomplishing the impossible without costing anyone 
except the farmer a nickel. 

And their crimes continue! Ignoring the pleas of such 
men as Congressman Noah Mason (15th District) of Oglesby, 
to reform their ways, the co-ops go right on delivering more 
and more farmers from “the kerosene lamp era. ’ 

Mr. Mason summarizes part of the indictment of rural elec¬ 
tric co-ops in these words in his recent article in the pro-utility 
magazine, PUBLIC UTILITIES FORTNIGHTLY: 

“The REA was set up to make loans to qualified groups of 
farmers to help them to attain the benefits of cheap electrical 
service in places in which it would not be economical for pri¬ 
vate companies to serve. 

“The REA was going along all right and a lot of the money j 
it had lent to such cooperative farm groups w^as being repaid, i 
In fact, the money was being repaid so fast that some coopera- j 
live farm groups began to consider the sale of their facilities to : 
private companies at fair prices, thus causing the Federal gov- j 
ernment to obtain a tax return on the income of these com- j 
pames. Several actually did so. 

Naturally,, the REA officials do not w-ant anything like 
this to come to pass. It is too revolutionary, too fair, too much 
like a return to free, tax-paying private enterprise.’’ 

There is part of Mr. Mason’s indictment of your coopera¬ 
tives. He calls upon you, the co-op members, to reform your 
ways. Sell out your co-op to the private utility companies, the 
same companies which by his owrn words found it uneconomi¬ 
cal ... to serve’’ you. That's what he seems to hold out as 
your hope of redemption. 

But if you do not choose to dissolve yourself of the “guilt,” 
your co-op s “crimes may be lessened to some extent by an¬ 
other suggestion of Mr. Mason s. That is, pay income taxes on 
income that you don t have. 

Perhaps the punishment which Mr. Mason holds out to 
absolve co-ops of their guilt is harsh and you will choose 
to do neither. You might conclude that “selling out will mean 
higher rates and that the private companies might decide that 
you and a lot of your fellow co-op members who are not in the 
“cream area” are “uneconomical to serve.” But there is always 
the “oil lamp” and it might create somewhat of a boom in the 
lamp industry. Undoubtedly, the thousands of employees who 
earn, their livelihood making electric appliances, and the local 
merchants w'ho have sold millions of dollars worth of appliances 
to you because the co-op brought you electricity, might not | 
find “oil lamps ’ would take up the slack. 

On the other hand, if you decide on the alternative which 
Mr. Mason offers—to pay income taxes on non-existent income 
—you may have decided on the first choice w’ithout knowing 
it. For, contrary to what co-op critics believe, your co-op must 
operate on a sound financial basis just the same as any other ; 
business. In any event, you would have to pay higher rates j 

for electricity, since the surpluses over expenses of your co-op 
go to pay off the REA loans. By taxing these surpluses, which 
do not represent income but overcharges to you for whi.ch 
you receive credit, more revenue wall Be needed to meet your 
debt obligations. Where wrould the revenue have to come from? 
Why, from you, the co-op member, of course. Result, higher 
rates. 

Far from “reforming” the co-ops, the hundreds of farm 
co-op members, in Mr. Mason s district may possibly give 
the Congressman further cause for lament. They may decide 
that his preachments about them are not to their liking. They 
may not agree with his recently introduced bill to tax them;- 
they may resent being called “tax dodgers ; they may resent 
having their reputations and good motives besmirched. Lastly, 
they may decide that someone w^ho is not against their co-ops, 
would be better qualified to represent them in Congress. 

Job Well Done 
While congratulations are in order to the new officers and 

directors of the State Association, the outgoing directors de¬ 
serve a sincere vote of thanks .for their past efforts on behalf 
of rural electrification in Illinois. 

Particularly deserving is retiring President Edward P. 
Ohren under whose leadership the Association has made con¬ 
siderable progress. It was during his term of office that a 
full-time state program was adopted and the statewide power 
co-op was born. 

Mr. Ohren, the acme of modesty, would be the last person 
to claim credit for these achievements. It is true, of course, 
that the record of progress the last two years is the result of 
cooperative action and hard work on the part of foresighted 
men in every part of the state. But to Mr. Ohren goes a large 
measure of the credit for harmonizing and coordinating the 
efforts of the many people involved. His practical wisdom and 
modest manner and sincerity won him the respect of all the 
co-op leaders in the state. They could have confidence in his 
unselfish and democratic leadership. 

It was this atmosphere of mutual trust and understanding 
which Mr. Ohren helped to maintain, that cleared the way for 
constructive accomplishments which followed. 

Mr. Ohren strove only to further the interests of his fellow 
farmers in the state. He gave urxstintingly of his time and 
energies in their behalf and often to the neglect of his own farm 
operations. It is men like him from which the real strength of 
rural electric cooperatives stem. He and the other retiring 
directors, Mr. Pitchford and Mr. Risser, deserve the thanks of 
every co-op member in Illinois. 

UJashington Report 
By William S. Roberts 

Whatever else the 81st Congress is remembered for, it 
should be credited with resisting the most brazen^ examples of 
utility lobby greed in many a session. The American public 
should not forget too soon that the 81st was urged by the 
power trust, more than any earlier Congress, to dump the 
benefits of public power developments at the dam-sites of 
Federal hydro projects so that only private power companies 
would enjoy the advantages of buying low cost power. And 
rural people in particular should recall that the 81st was the 
first Congress to seriously con¬ 
sider authorizing REA to make 
loans for expansion and im¬ 
provement of rural telephone 
service. 

How close the profit power 
companies came to seizing 
all of the low-cost public 
kilowatts is a frightening 
story. Right now, the REA 
telephone loan bill passed by 
the House of Representatives 
is still moving painfully, 
slowly, through the Senate 
hopper. The full story on 
both the public power fight 
and the fate of rural tele¬ 
phone service cannot be 
written until later this month; 
But as it has unfolded thus 
far, it is an encouraging story 
for millions of people 
throughout America. 
After the House of Repre¬ 

sentatives had passed Depart¬ 
ment of Interior appropriations 
for 1950 with funds to build 
self-liquidating transmission 
lines which would deliver 
wholesale blocks of low-cost 

Federal hydro power to rural 
electric systems and munici¬ 
palities as well as private 
power companies, the power 

. trust unleased a lavish cam¬ 
paign before the Senate sub¬ 
committee on Interior appropri¬ 
ations. High-salaried officials 
of private companies unfolded 
artistic brochures before the 
subcommittee and spoke elo¬ 
quently of the “willingness” to 
absorb all of the Federal hydro 
power in the very shadow of 
dams in the West, 'Northwest 
and Southwest. 

This, they argued, W
T o u 1 d 

save the taxpayers money. 
:That the lines would be self- 
liquidating was not, of course', 
in their arguments. That it 

. would complete their strangle¬ 
hold on small rural systems and 
municipalities went unsaid. All 
they asked was that Federal 
power be their special, pri¬ 
vileged slave forever. 

In farm and legislative 
, circles, the Senate battle and 

votes on the public power is¬ 
sue of transmission facilities 
was regarded as the most 
significant since the rural 
electrification program was 
born in 1935. 

One reason for this was the 
appearance of an effective op¬ 
position to private power com¬ 
panies in their constant effort 
to monopolize not only their 
own service areas but also to 
envelope Federal hydro pro¬ 
jects within their representa¬ 
tives of rural electric systems 
who fought vigorously for self- 
liquidating transmission lines 
for wholesale delivery of Fed¬ 
eral kilowatts to load-centers 
where they are needed. 
TAXES 

Attacks on farmer coopera¬ 
tive income status, and particu- 

j larly that of rural electric co¬ 
lops, continue to mount. How- 
j'ever, the picture of what goes 
on behind the scenes of the 
National Tax Equality Asso- 

! ciation and other organizations 
out to cripple or destroy co-ops 
is much more clear than it 
ever has before. 

Last month. Rep. Wright 
Patman (Tex.) subpoenaed 
Vernon Scott, NTEA vice 
president, to appear before 
the House Small Business 
Committee. Target of Pat¬ 
man’s probe was, “Who is 
really behind the National 
Tax Equality Association.” 

j lincontestable evidence was 
placed before Scott that NTEA 
and the National Association 

| Businessmen, both posing as 
representatives of small busi¬ 
ness, are heavily backed by 
big business—including the 

| wealthy private power com¬ 
panies. Not only did Scott fail 
to deny that financial backing 
for NTEA came from big busi¬ 
ness and the utilities, he went 
on to declare that both the or¬ 
ganization his firm lobbies for 
in Washington “represent all 
business, regardless of sizer.” 

j Then he singled out utilities as 
; facing unfair competition from 
' cooperatives. 
j Lobby registrations filed by 
Scott and his partner, Loring 
Schuler, showed that 31 of the 
nation’s largest power com¬ 
panies are among the largest 
contributors to NTEA’s propa¬ 
ganda fund. WEh Scott’s testi¬ 
mony before the Patman com¬ 
mittee, most of the remaining 
“small business label was 
wiped off the anti-cooperative 
organizations. 

The form of NTEA’s at¬ 
tacks on co-ops has been al¬ 
most as deceptive as the 
financial backing of the or¬ 
ganization. Theme of this 
propaganda is that a billion 
dollars of tax revenue is 
“slipping through loopholes’* 
in Federal laws. Some at¬ 
tempts are made to make it 
appear that farmers’ cooper¬ 
atives are not the real object 
of the NTEA attacks. How¬ 
ever, reading the test of 
NTEA releases shows that 
farm co-ops are the major 
target of the group and other 
misrepresentations are “di¬ 
vide to conquor” tactics. 
Core of the issue of taxing 

I cooperatives, says John H. 
I Davis of the National Council 
I o f Farm Cooperatives, i s 

(Continued on Page Five) 
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Rural Phones Closer As 
Bill Clears Senate Hurdle 

Illinois Co-ops Add 
25,000 Users To 
Set A New Record 

Attempt to Change Power 
Policy Defeated In Senate 

After periodic consideration of 
the rural telephone bill over a 
period of several months, the Sen¬ 
ate Agricultural Committee on 
September 13 reported favorably 
on the bill, recommending several 
amendments of the version which 
had been passed previously by the 
House of Representatives, 

The two major amendments re¬ 
commended by the Committee in¬ 
creased the period in which ex¬ 
isting companies alone are entitled 
to loans from six months to a year 
and altered the requirements for 
eligibility by the loans. In the lat¬ 
ter amendment they inserted a 
clause that forbade any loans un¬ 
less the REA administrator deter¬ 
mines and sets forth in writing his 
convicton that no duplication of 
lines or services will result from 
the loan. The only exception to 
this is in cases where existing sys¬ 
tems are “unable or unwilling to 
provide reasonable service.” 

If the Senate itself passes the 
phone bill with these amendments, 
a joint House-Senate conference 
will be required to iron out the dif¬ 
ferences between the bills of the 
two Congressional bodies. 

Other Restriction 
The Senate Committee also 

amended the bill so that no loan 
can be made to any person who 
furnishes service through a tele¬ 
phone system which has more than 
1500 subscribers in rural areas, a 
limitation not imposed by the 
House. 

Washington observers are re¬ 
porting that th^ chances of pas¬ 
sage of the bill this year are al¬ 
most entirely dependent upon the 
length of the present session. If 
Congress adjourns before Novem¬ 
ber, it seems highly unlikely that 
the bill will be passed and appro¬ 
priations made to get the telephone 
program underway. 

Former REA Head 
Dies; Long Active 
In Conservation 

Last month, Harry Slattery, ag¬ 
gressive champion of conservation, 
died. For nearly 40 years in every 
position he held, Slattery worked 
for the development of America's 
natural resources so that the maxi¬ 
mum benefits could be brought to 
the entire populace. 

Slattery, who as third adminis¬ 
trator of the REA, saw rural elec¬ 
trification reach its greatest pre¬ 
war expansion. During his term of 
office, from 1939 to 1944, the num¬ 
ber of rural electric co-ops nearly 
doubled, the number of miles of 
line more than trebled, the num¬ 
ber of consumers multiplied more 
than four times. 

He had been active in helping 
to draft the Federal Power Act and 
its amendments and assisting in 
the preliminary work which lead 
to the Teapot Dome and Naval 
Oil Reserves inquiries. Slattery 
also was active in the fight for 
public power development at Mus- 
cels Shoals. 

Personal Assistant 
Slattery was personal assistant 

to Harold L. Ickes, Secretary of 
the Interior, from 1933 to 1938 when 
he became Under Secretary of the 
Interior. 

When REA Administrator Claude 
R. Wickard announced Slattery’s 
death to the REA staff, he paid 
this tribute: “Mr. Slattery was a 
leader in the movement for the 
conservation of our natural re¬ 
sources since the days of Theodore 
Roosevelt. Behind him lies a long 
career of faithful and distinguished 
public service. 

“His sudden passing came as a 
shock to all of us who knew him. 
I am sure the REA staff and 
friends of the REA program 

The Illinois REA News has added 
Harold Marx to its staff. Marx is a 
recent graduate of the University of 
Illinois’ school of journalism. While 
at the LIniversity he worked for a 
time on the Daily Illini, the college 
newspaper. He is a resident of Spring- 
field. Marx will serve as a reporter 
with the paper. 

M.j.M. Safeguards 
Lives At New Oil 
Pumping Station 

Electricity is helping to safe¬ 
guard the lives of the men who 
operate a new Shell Oil pump¬ 
ing station southeast of Carlin- 
ville. 

This is just another use 
which electricity can fill, and 
it is a very helpful one too. 
Nine safety appliance gas 
analyzers are so installed 
that should there be a com¬ 
bustible mixture in the air 
in the pump room, the sta¬ 
tion will be immediately and 
automatically shut down by 
an electrical switch. 

In addition to operating the 
safety devices, electricity is 
used for power which oper¬ 
ates the cooling jacket on the 
deisel engine. Electricity, also 
has aided in making moderni¬ 
zation of the homes of the em¬ 
ployees possible. Four homes 
and a dormitory are located at 
the station. 

Another Benefit 
Still another benefit which 

electricity is bringing to the 
station personnel is that it has 
enabled a teletype to be in¬ 
stalled. Before messages were 
received over the phone, and 
often they were misunderstood. 

The station, which is one 
of five new pumping stations 
on the line from Wood River 
to East Chicago, is a 50 by 40 
foot steel and masonry build¬ 
ing. The all-electric plant was 
constructed last year and uses 
over 1100 kwh of electricity 
a month. It is connected to a 
three-phase line* of M.J.M. 
Electric Cooperative of Carlin- 
ville. 

From 28,000 to 33,000 
gallons of refined products 
are pumped through the sta¬ 
tion each day. Twenty-sev- 
en different products travel 
the eight-inch, 300 mile line, 
some of the products are, 
gasoline, fuel oil, kerosene, 
propane, butane, and avia¬ 
tion gas. 
The ultimate result which 

the new station will make pos¬ 
sible is the moving of more 
products, at less cost, and in 
a safer operation, thanks, in 
part, to electrical help. 

throughout the country deeply re¬ 
gret hia passing and join with me 
in heartfelt sympathy for his rela¬ 
tives.” 

During the fiscal year end¬ 
ing June 30, REA borrowers 
brought electricity to more 
farm families and other rural 
consumers — 514,311, includ¬ 
ing 25,360 in Illinois—than in 
any previous 12-month period. 

To connect the record num¬ 
ber of new consumers. Rural 
Electric Co-ops energized 
173,529 miles of line during 
the year. 

The new record brought the 
total number of REA-financed 
lines in operation to 839,685 
miles, and the number of con¬ 
sumers to 2,778,180. 

Co-ops in Illinois during that 
period energized 5,617 new 
miles of line. They now oper¬ 
ate 34,140 miles of line to serve 
a total of 104,075 consumers. 

During the year they paid 
$1,487,328 in principal and in¬ 
terest on their REA loans and, 
as of June 30, none of the co¬ 
ops was overdue in their pay¬ 
ments. 

Wins First Prize 
The Jo-Carroll Cooperative float 

entry won first prize at the Elizabeth 
Community Fair. Electricity was the 
theme which the co-op used in dec¬ 
orating the float. Arietta Potter, office 
secretary of the cooperative, dressed 
like a lineman, stood in the center of 
of the float. 

WASHINGTON, D. C. (CNS)— 
Appearing as first witness before the 
House Small Business Committee’s 
subcommittee investigating “small 
business organizations,” H. Vernon 
Scott, publicity man and executive 
vice-president of the National Tax 
Equality Association, this week par¬ 
tially revealed interlocking relation¬ 
ships between NTEA and National 
Association of Businessmen, whose 
Washington office he shares. 

He admitted that NTEA and NAB 
were not "small business organiza¬ 
tions.” He admitted that they take 
money, and welcome it, from all kinds 
of business, big and little. Attacking 
Rep. Wright Patman, chairman of 
the committee as “friendly to co¬ 
operatives,” and charging that some 
marketing co-ops are monopolistic 
he said that the fight for NTEA s 
kind of "tax equality” would go on. 
("The fight” is producing income of 
$58,000 a year for Scott and his part¬ 
ner, Loring A. Schuler.) 

He said NTEA had collected about 
$500,000 a year since 1943; that 
business men raised $125,000 a year 
in addition for newspaper ads, and 
that the total contributed to the 
“fight” would be from a million dol¬ 
lars to $1,250,000 a year. Thirty pri¬ 
vate power companies have been re¬ 
vealed as contributors to NTEA. 

Scott was asked to return some¬ 
time in September when the investiga¬ 
tion will be resumed. Committee rep¬ 
resentatives assured the Cooperative 
News Service that the investigation 
would not be stopped. 

Fight To Continue 
Scott told the committee that when 

NTEA was formed in 1943 and he 
and Schuler were employed as con¬ 
sultants, "we had the naive belief 
that six months would suffice to de¬ 
velop all facts about tax equality and 
to present them to Congress and the 
Congress itself would act and that 
would conclude the work.” How¬ 
ever, he indicated that the "fight” 
has become so broad that it may go 
on for years. 

He said NTEA had not received 
any contributions from railroads and 
chain stores but "we’ll take them. 
We’ll be glad to have them.” 

He said "95 per cent of NTEA’s 

Roy Goode was recently employed 
by the Rural Electric Convenience 
Cooperative of Divernon to serve as 
power use advisor for the co-op. 

Goode’s duties with the cooper¬ 
ative consist of keeping the members 
informed on farm electrical uses, and 
conducting a public relations pro¬ 
gram for the co-op. 

A resident of Modesto, Goode was 
graduated from Bradley LIniversity 
in Peoria in June. He majored in in¬ 
dustrial electricity. During the war, 
he served three years in the Navy. 

contributors, numerically” were "small 
business men,” and then defined small 
business as business employing less 
than 500 persons. But when pressed, 
he admitted "NTEA is not exclusive¬ 
ly for small business, but is for all 
business men.” 

Scott said that, "we spent from 
$30,000 to $40,000 in the last six 
months for the co-op bucks. Perhaps 
you folks have seen them. Maybe 
you’d like to have some of them. We 
will be glad to supply you with 
them.” 

‘Bill of Goods' 
Committee Chairman Patman com¬ 

mented that "you folks,” meaning 
Scott and Schuler and NTEA, "sold 
us a bill of goods a few years ago.” 

(Continued on Page Eight) 

Safety Conference 
Will Be Held In 
Washington, D. C. 

Safer and better working condi¬ 
tions for co-op linemen will be the 
principal topic discussed by job 
training and safety instructors at 
their eighth annual conference to 
be held during the week beginning 
October 17 at Washington, D. C. 

The conference will feature out¬ 
standing leaders in rural electrifi¬ 
cation, government and the busi¬ 
ness world. In addition to speech¬ 
es by well-known figures in the 
field, the conference will conduct 
work shop courses and demonstra¬ 
tions for the conferees. 

Among the speakers scheduled 
are REA Administrator Claude R. 
Wickard; John R. Steelman, assist¬ 
ant to the President; Clark T. Mc¬ 
Whorter, NRECA president; Dr. 
C. J. Potthoff, American Red Cross, 
and Ralph Hill, Labor Relations 
and Safety Division, REA. 

Illinois Safety and Job Train¬ 
ing Instructor D. B. Bidle is on 
the program planning committee. 
L. L. Wingo is one of the advisers. 

Co-op managers, directors and 
crew members, as well as job train¬ 
ing and safety instructors, are in¬ 
vited to the conference. 

In a sweeping denial of the 
public power program ad¬ 
vanced by the private utilities 
and backed by the Senate Ap¬ 
propriations committee, the 
Senate passed the interior Ap¬ 
propriations bill putting funds 
in it for Federal transmission 
lines throughout the West, 
Southwest, Southeast and 
Northwest. 

The reversal of the Appro¬ 
priations Committee stand was 
complete as the Senate adopted 
House figures in many cases— 
figures which had been elimin¬ 
ated by the committee—upped 
some figures, and called for re¬ 
instatement of the much-dis¬ 
puted Havre-Shelby line in 
Montana. 

On the Southwestern Power 
Administration question, the 
Appropriations Committee was 
voted down most effectively. 
The House had earlier ap¬ 
proved $4,000,000 for SPA 
operation, maintenance and 
construction o f transmission 
lines; but the Senate committee 
removed all construction funds. 
Instead it advocated the turn¬ 
ing of the electricity generated 
at Government dams over to 
private power at the point of 
generation. The Senate ignored 
the committee plan and adopted 
the house figure for construc¬ 
tion. 

Submission 
In the long floor discussions 

on the bill, it was frequently 
mentioned by the senators that 
the lopping of the transmission 
lines from the appropriations in 
committee was a submission to 
private utility propaganda and 
not an economy move, since the 
overall Interior appropriatior 
had been increased by the com 
mittee despite the removal o 
funds for transmission lines 
Sen. Paul H. Douglas (Ill- 
summed this argument up wit 
the statement that “In operar 
ing on the patient it (the con 
mittee) operated on the jugu 
lar vein ... I want to restore 
the jugular vein . . . but re¬ 
duce the fat around the belly.’ 

The private utilities had 
proposed that all Government 
electricity be turned over to 
them at the dam sites in a plan 
similar to the ‘‘Texas Contract” 
under which they deliver power 
to priority customers such as 
rural electric cooperatives “at 
cost.” Opponents of this plan, 
among them rural electric 
leaders, have pointed out that 
only certain circumstances pe¬ 
culiar to Texas made the plan 
workable at all and that even 
in that state there are restric¬ 
tive clauses which work to the 
benefit of the private utilities 
and detriment of the electrics. 

Both Illinois Senators Lucas 
and Douglas voted against the 
appropriations committee reso¬ 
lution to eliminate SPA’s trans¬ 
mission and continuing fund. 

Mueller Takes Position As 
Indiana Statewide Manager 

A. D. Mueller, manager of the 
Oklahoma Statewide Electric Co¬ 
operative association since Novem¬ 
ber, 1947 and editor of the “Okla¬ 
homa Rural News,” recently resigned 
his position to accept the executive 
managership of the Indiana statewide 
association. 

Mueller will make his headquar¬ 
ters in Indianapolis when he takes up 
his new duties, October 15. He was 
formerly editor of the “Illinois REA 
News,” 

Businessmen Pour Millions 
Into Fight Against Co-ops 
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f NEWS FROM 
Tri-County 

Electric Co-op 1H. G, Downey, Manager 
Mt. Vernon, 111. 

In a conversation with Harold 

Marx, who is reporter of the 

Blinois REA News, we mentioned 

that we failed to see columns for 

some of the subscribers to the 

newspaper and did a little bragging 

about being prompt in sending our 

column to the paper. Just as we 

had finished making this statement 

we suddenly realized that we were 

past the dead¬ 
line date for 
this issue, but 
by special con¬ 
sideration of 
the staff they 
are going to be 
able to include 
this month’s 
column in the 
paper. This 

time of th£ month arrives so fast 
that we need a week’s notice to 
warn us that the deadline is here. 

ATTEND CONVENTION 

The annual convention of the 
Association of Illinois Electric Co¬ 
operatives, of which your Cooper¬ 
ative is a member, was held in 
East St. Louis during the days of 
September 8th and 9th. Your Co¬ 
operative was represented at the 
meeting by Mr. and Mrs. C. Glenn 
Jones, Mr. and Mrs. Reuben 
Young, Mr. and Mrs. O. E. Garrett, 
William Groennert, Raymond 
Pitchford, H. G. Downey and 
I’Marie Weigand. Miss Weigand 
served at the registration desk. 
Mr. Pitchford was on the resolu¬ 
tions committee and Mr. Downey 
was on the auditing committee. 

This is the first time the state 
convention has been held in south¬ 
ern Illinois. It is normally held in 
the city of Springfield. A good at¬ 
tendance was reported at the con¬ 
vention and new officers for the 
coming year were elected. You will 
find more information regarding 
the state convention in other parts 
of this issue of the Illinois REA 
News. 

AUTUMN ARRIVES 

With the advent of fall weather 
it is a good time to get your fence 
rows cleaned. If you clean them 
now they will, stay in that condi¬ 
tion until next spring and will per¬ 
mit you to show off how you care 
for your land to the people who 
travel the roads adjacent to your 
property. Also, this gives your Co¬ 
operative a chance to see how our 
electric line is standing the weath¬ 
er, etc. It enables us to determine 
what maintenance is needed as 
we are in a position to clearly see 
the poles and the line. We again, as 
in the past, ask your cooperation in 
clearing your fence rows. We, at 
the same time, want to extend 
thanks to those who have been tak¬ 
ing care of their fence rows during 
the past year. 

COMPANY ON THE JOB 

Our contractor, the Oil Field 
Electric Company of Carmi, has lo¬ 
cated its crew in Salem, and has 
started the building of 100 miles of 
line to serve 275 homes in Jefferson 
and Marion County. Completion of 
this line is scheduled for the latter 
part of March, 1950. 

Our right-of-way crew under the 
head of James LeRoy Hess of 
Salem, is clearing the right-of-way 
on our transmission line from Odin 
to Alma. This high voltage line 
serving a substation south of Alma 
will relieve the service situation 
in the Northern part of Marion 
County by giving us a substation 
near the center of the northern 
one-half of the County. 

This will be the first high volt¬ 
age line in this area and it should 
do much to eliminate the voltage 

conditions experienced during the 
past summer. 

RECONVERSION COMPLETED 
By the time you receive this 

issue of the Illinois REA News our 
line reconversion and relocation of 
our Bluford Substation will be 
complete. We want to express at 
this time our deep appreciation to 
the people in Opdyke, Belle Rive 
and South, for the patience they 
have exhibited during the time we 
had to have the line out of service 
while we were converting it to a 
three phase line. This was done 
to improve your service and we 
know that you will see improved 
service with our new and stronger 
line. 

The arrival of cooler weath¬ 
er makes us very happy, every¬ 
one feels better, we receive no 
voltage complaints and next 
summer, when hot weather a- 
gain conies to Southern Illinois 
the Illinois Power Company’s 
electric generating plant in 
Wood river should be in opera¬ 
tion. Their big 138,000 volt line 
from Belleville to Ashley and 
Mt. Vernon should be humming 
and the voltage condition 
should not bother us. 

We are not “out of the brush’’ 
as far as low voltage is concerned. 
It is planned that next year the 
western half of Washington Coun¬ 
ty will be served by a separate 
substation which will eliminate the 
possibility of voltage difficulties in 
that area. 

NEWS FROM EMPLOYEES 

We are announcing that Mary 
Katherine McCollum has been hired 
as cashier at the Mt. Vernon office. 
Many of the readers of this paper 
will remember Mary Katherine dur¬ 
ing the time she worked for the 
Jefferson County Farm Bureau. 
James Nelson of the Salem crew 
and Ralph Standerfer of the Jef¬ 
ferson County crew have returned 
to work after lengthy illness. 

VACATIONS 
Paul Vursell, Line Superintend¬ 

ent, has reported on a vacation 
trip in Canada. Paul advises that 
the good old United States looks 
best to him. Charles Morgan and 
Francis Wittenbrink have also been 
on vacation during the past two 
weeks and at the present time 
our billing clerk and cashier, Wil¬ 
ma Jenkins, is enjoying her vaca¬ 
tion. Helen Garrison, our book¬ 
keeper, has just returned from a 
vacation spent at home. 

OPERATING STATISTICS 
July 1949 

Miles Energized  1628 
Revenue per mile   $23.14 
Connected members  5759 
Density per mile   3.5 
Average bill  $6.56 
Average kwh used  186 
Kwh sold   1,070,402 

July 1948 
Miles Energized   1490 
Revenue per mile  _...$20.61 
Connected members   5119 
Density per mile  3.4 
Average bill   $6.00 
Average kwh used  167 
Kwh sold  854,135 

Co-ops Future— 
(From Page One) 

at a convenient distribution 
center is one of the most im¬ 
portant problems involved in 
expanding rural electric sys¬ 
tems, the deputy administrator 
said. “This is a problem that 
challenges not only the en¬ 
gineering skill, but the best 
efforts of both the cooperatives 
and REA.” 

Neal related that the growth 
of cooperative electric enter¬ 
prises in Illinois in recent years 
is startling. “Today the aver¬ 
age co-op in Illinois has bor¬ 
rowed more than $2,000,000. 
Only four years ago they bor¬ 
rowed little more than an aver¬ 
age of $800,000.” 

“Last year the 27 active co¬ 
operatives in this state spent 
an average of more than $400,- 
000 each for plant improve¬ 

H. G. Downey 

ments and extension of serv¬ 
ice. Four years ago this figure 
was less than $60,000.” 

Illinois Story 
Deputy Administrator Neal 

pointed out that the Illinois 
story tells much the same tale 
that has been written in the 
other states. Taking the na¬ 
tion as a whole, Neal said that 
last year REA approved $448,- 
860,000 of loans. “This is ap¬ 
proximately $135,000,000 more 
than REA approved in any 
preceding fiscal year.” 

“Perhaps the most significant 
feature,” he declared “is this: 
Last year was just about as 
big from the standpoint of 
loans approved as were the 
entire first eight years of the 
REA program.” 

“At t^he rate we are going— 
half a million new consumers 
a year—by late fall the three 
millionth consumer will receive 
central station service for the 
first time,” Neal said. "This is 
a remarkable milestone in the 
progress of the REA program.” 

Criticizes Article 
The deputy administrator 

criticized an article in a recent 
issue of ELECTRICAL 
WORLD declaring that the 
references it made to power 
supply and rural electric sys¬ 
tems were “misleading propa¬ 
ganda.” 

“The facts prove that power 
is in short supply, though the 
article denies it. Lack of power 
is one of the main causes hold¬ 
ing up the expansion of REA 
lines. Also in some areas it is 
being rationed and rural users 
cannot use electricity at cer¬ 
tain times of the day. In other 
areas, private power companies 
are seeking the assistance of 
public power projects to help 
them solve the shortages.” 

The rural electrification pro¬ 
gram has amazed the world, 
Neal asserted. “It has been a 
demonstration of farm people 
doing a job well that no one 
else could seem to do. It is your 
duty to get this story and the 
rest of the story of rural co-op 
electrification before the people 
on Main Street, so that the 
public may know and under¬ 
stand the outstanding contri¬ 
bution the REA financed co-ops 
have made to community life.” 

NEWS FROM 
Adams 

Camp Point, ill. 

DEAN SEARLS, Supt. 

Again this Fall we have a large 
corn crop and most farmers will have 
inadequate facilities to store this huge 
crop. It is time to start thinking about 
temporary storage and in thinking 
of temporary storage you must think 
about getting a large enough con¬ 
tainer to hold the corn that you will 

In building a 
large, temporary 
storage crib, keep 
in mind the 
strength that will 
be exerted by the 
corn, to make the 
storage adequate 
as far as strength 
is concerned, and 
build it well 

enough that the Government will ac¬ 
cept it for sealing purposes. 

One thing to remember in Govern¬ 
ment storage is that the com will 
have to be low in moisture content. 
Proper ventilation is one way to re¬ 
duce the content of the com, with 
natural air, or, if need be, to force 
air through the ventilating system. 

Forcing air can be done by a hay¬ 
drying fan or a fan that is especially 
adapted to com drying. In construct¬ 
ing a ventilating system within the 
temporary crib, it is well to keep in 
mind the requirements for a forced 
air ventilation system. Air will al¬ 

ways travel the path of least re¬ 
sistance. Therefore, all distances 
should be the same from the tunnel 
to an outlet. This insures even dis¬ 
tribution of air throughout the corn. 

CRIB CONSTRUCTION 

Each temporary crib requires 
special adaptation for drying; 
therefore, the dryer must be 
tailored to the crib. The Adams 
Electrical Co-operative will be 
glad to co-operate with you in 
giving instructions for the con¬ 
struction of a crib for forced 
ventilation to meet your needs. 
It is not too early to consider 

proper ventilation for live stock and 
poultry for the coming winter months. 
Keep in mind that each 1,000 pounds 
of livestock requires a change of 60 
cubic feet of air per minute. 

CHECK BREAKERS 
We are invariably getting calls of 

outages from persons who do not 
check their pole breakers or check 
with their neighbors before calling 
our office. Please check your pole 
breakers and see that they are in the 
up position. If one or both are in the 
DOWN position, it is an indication 
that an overload has occurred or a 
momentary short circuit has occurred 
between the meter pole and a distri¬ 
bution point. This breaker equipment 
may be reset by simply pushing the 
breaker handles to the UP position 
again. If the overload or short is still 
present, the handles or handle with 
automatically drop to the OFF posi¬ 
tion and you or your electrician 
should look for trouble. 

On 3-wire systems, which is 
the requirement for all services, 
the load must be equally distrib¬ 
uted from the meter pole and also 
from the distribution center of all 
buildings. If either “leg” of the 
service should become over¬ 
loaded, the breaker protecting it 
at the pole will trip to the off 
position, causing a very low 
voltage condition on some parts 
of the farmstead or possibly a 
complete outage of some of the 
buildings or rooms. Any call 
that may come in to our office, 
where we have to dispatch a 
service crew to reset the pole 
breakers, will be charged mile¬ 
age and the time involved by the 
service crew. 

ELECTRIC RANGE 
Just received a letter from Wilbur 

Conover, 733 North 30th Street, 
Quincy. He has an electric range, cost 
over $250 used very little, for sale 
cheap. Interested? 

Looked over your outside wiring 
lately? Let’s get it in good shape for 
the winter months. Pretty hard to 
get an electrician some cold morning 
to fix some poor wiring. 

How about that pump motor? Got it 
housed up to keep out the blowing 
rain and snow? Got it oiled? Got a 
spare belt? 

If you don’t have that pump jack 
installed or bought, you’d better look 
them over when you’re in town. 
Mighty good ones on the market now 
and available, too. 

Better wash those bulbs in the 
barn. Lots more light from clean 
bulbs. Check spares? Paint a white 
area around each light in the barn 
and it will help you get more light. 
You get added reflection. 

REA Approves Record 
Loan of $14,320,000 

The largest loan in REA history 
was approved last month. The loan, 
a $14,320,000 grant to the Old 
Dominion Power co-operative of 
Chase City, Virginia, will finance 
the construction of a generating 
and transmissidh system which 
will serve 80,000 farm families. 

Another recent loan approved 
by REA was to the Wayne-White 
Counties Cooperative of Fairfield. 
The co-op was granted $1,017,000 
for the construction of 252% miles 
of line to serve 708 new consumers. 
Part of the loan will go for system 
improvements, for construction of 
34 miles of 34.5 KV transmission 
line, and for the installation of 
communications facilities. 

Becker 
(From Page One) 

power companies, recently in¬ 
creased its rate to 11 of the co¬ 
ops it supplies, 17 per cent. It 
maintained that the increased 
rate was the “absolute mini¬ 
mum at which it could afford 
to sell power to the co-ops.” 

After the feasibility of the 
cooperatively owned power 
system was thoroughly sub¬ 
stantiated, the Illinois State¬ 
wide Power Cooperative was 
organized and an application 
for a loan of $10,000,000 was 
made to the Rural Electrifica¬ 
tion Administration. Final ap¬ 
proval of the loan will depend 
on the REA requirement that 
the application be entirely 
“feasible.” 

Regarding the other misin¬ 
terpretations of facts and mis¬ 
leading statements contained in 
your editorial, I would first 
point out that, REA does not 
“spend” money since the Rural 
Electrification Administration 
was established by Congress 
with only the authority to 
“loan” money to qualified 
groups for feasible projects. It 
“loans” money to Illinois cor¬ 
porations in the same manner 
as a banker would loan money 
taking mortgages on the 
property to secure the loans. 
The loans are repaid with in¬ 
terest and at a profit to the 
government which borrows the 
money at a lower interest rate 
than at which co-ops repay it. 

Co-ops Record 
The first REA loan in Illin¬ 

ois was made 13 years ago. So 
far, rural electric cooperatives 
in Illinois have borrowed $50,- 
000,000 and they have not Only 
met their repayment schedules 
on time (not one co-op is in 
default), but have also repaid 
approximately $1,700,000 in 
advance of due dates of pay¬ 
ments. 

This outstanding financial 
record by the co-ops was ac¬ 
complished in areas which you 
referred to as “fringes” and 
which private utility companies 
refused to serve. By your in¬ 
accurate reasoning, nearly half 
of the farmers in Illinois must 
live in the “fringe” areas since 
rural electric co-ops serve 
105,000 farms. 

You stated that 27 co-ops 
are “islands.” The fact of the 
matter is that the private utility 
areas are the “islands” since 
they restricted their lines to 
populous cities and urban sec¬ 
tions. The co-op areas, for the 
most part, adjoin each other. 
They form practically a solid 
area covering nearly two- 
thirds of the state. 

You stated further that 
“REA systems pay no taxes.” 
This is not true. Co-ops pay 
all local and state taxes. They 
contribute hundreds of thou¬ 
sands of dollars each year in 
taxes to counties and to the 
state. They do not pay profit 
income taxes, because they are 
exempt under the law. 

Not ‘Free' 
Through their cooperatives, 

the farmers in Illinois have 
served themselves with elec¬ 
tricity which the private power 
companies would not do. They 
borrowed the funds to do this. 
Not one cent of it was “free” 
Federal money. As a result, 
the standard in rural areas has 
been raised substantially and 
Illinois agriculture has been 
tremendously benefitted, all at 
no cost to any taxpayer except 
the farm user of rural coopera¬ 
tive electricity. 

In fairness to 105,000 mem¬ 
bers of rural electric coopera¬ 
tives in the state, I request that 
you publish this letter. 
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Tri-County President 
Believes In Complete 
‘Cooperative Action’ 

“Cooperative action” finds 

no stauncher an advocate than 
Glenn Jones, president of the 
Tri-C o u n t y Electric co-op. 
Dairy farmer Jones backs up 
his conviction by belonging to 
almost every farm co-opera- 
in his area. 

Besides being president of 
the electric co-op, he is a 
member of the Marion 
County Service Company; a 
director of the Southern Ill¬ 
inois Artificial Breeding As¬ 
sociation; a member of the 
Farm Bureau; and on the 
organizing board of the Prai¬ 
rie Farmers Creamery at 
Carlyle. Jones is a charter 
member of several of the co¬ 
ops. 
As could be expected Jones 

is a firm believer in the value 
of cooperatives to agricultural 
groups. He contends that if a 
farmer joins one co-op, he 
should join all co-operatives in 
his area that can assist him. 
“Because of the farmer’s status 
as an independent producer,” 
Jones feels that, “co-ops are the 
only method by which farmers 
can insure themselves of full 
value for their products.” 

Cites Eelectricity 
“Without cooperative action 

the farmer is in a unadvantage- 
ous economic position, having 
to take what he can get for 
his products.” Jones cites rural 
electricity particularly as an¬ 
other highly significant contri¬ 
bution made possible through 
cooperative action. 

Electricity on the farm de¬ 
creases the work and lessens 
farm drudgery the dairyman 
asserted. And as might be 
expected Jones' farm is 
equipped with the latest elec¬ 
trical appliances. Uniform 
milking is done with his two- 
unit milker. Grade ‘A’ milk 
is made possible, since he 
has an electric cooler. Water 
for the cows is an easier job 
because an electric pump 
does the job. And barn 
cleaning is reduced to a mini¬ 
mum of time and effort when 
he uses the electric barn 
cleaner. 

herd’s output.” He estimated 
the increased production of 
daughter over dam, when arti¬ 
ficial breeding has been used, 
as being 100 pounds of butter- 
fat. 

In addition Jones aug¬ 
ments his milk production by 
using pasture improvement 
methods. He plants Sudan 
pasture to be used in July 
and August. “By having Su¬ 
dan an additional $125 per 
acre in milk returns is rea¬ 
lized. This is a gain of ap¬ 
proximately 20 gallons a day 
at the season when milk 
prices are highest,” he ex¬ 
plained. 

He also plants Lispedeza, 
Blue Grass, and Red Top Clov¬ 
er for late summer and fall 
pasture. “With good pasture 
the cow can get the necessary 
food nourishment in the short¬ 
est time, thereby having more 
time to rest and get away from 
the flys. This conserves her 
energy to be used for produc¬ 
ing more m i 1 k , ’ ’ Dairyman 
Jones declared. 

Dairy farming is but one 
operation on Jones’ 500 acre 
farm, of which he owns 217 
acres. He breeds 150 hogs 
each year for the market, keeps 
600 laying chickens, and has 
30 head of sheep. Corn, wheat, 
oats, and soybeans are his main 
grain crops. 

Jones, who is a graduate of 
the University of Illinois Agri¬ 
cultural College, participates 
actively in several non-co-op 
affairs. He is a trustee of the 
Presbyterian Church, teaches 
dairy farming to GI classes, 
and judges livestock at various 
county fairs. 

NEWS FROM 
Clay Electric 
Cooperative 

Flora, Illinois 

Elmo A. Cates, Mgr. 

TELEPHONE NUMBERS 

Office (7 a.m. to 4 p.m 78R 
Homes (Night or Sunday) 
E. A. Cates   Flora 389J 

Jones’ actual dairy opera¬ 
tions are but another example 
of his progressiveness. Latest 
scientific developments in dairy 
herd milking, breeding, and 
feeding improvements are used 
by the dairy farmer. Increased 
milk production and a better 
quality product are his princi¬ 
pal aims. 

Milk Production 
“Regular milking practices,” 

Jones pointed out, “is one way 
in which I can increase milk 
production five to 10 per cent 
per year.” His 30 purebred 
Guernseys are milked twice a 
day, at five in the morning and 
five in the evening, in the same 
order. “Each cow knows when 
her turn for milking is, and is 
ready to let down the milk 
when I reach her with the milk¬ 
er,” Jones said. 

Further herd productivity is 
made possible through the use 
of artificial breeding, the dairy¬ 
man said. “This way I am able 
to get the use of better bulls 
than otherwise possible, and 
thus have a better than aver¬ 
age chance to increase the 

James Erwin Flora 312J 
Henry Mix   Flora Rural 8F31 

A number of people have been 
having so-called fun at the ex¬ 
pense of you and your cooperative 
by shooting insulators along the 
lines. When it rains, this causes 

an outage along 
this particular 
line. Some of 
these outages 
have been of 
rather long dur- 
a t i o n because 
all of you wait¬ 
ed for someone 
else to call in. 
Our line crews 

do not know the lines are out until 
the following morning. 

We hope we have discovered all 
these broken insulators, but as it 
is getting close to hunting time, 
we may have some more. If any 
of you should see anyone shooting 
at insulators, please let your coop¬ 
erative office know and the name 
if known or car number if avail¬ 
able. 

CON CTRUCTION 
We are still getting along rather 

well with our line construction al- 

Elmo A. Cates 

THE AULr-MODERN 40 cow capacity milk bam on Glenn Jones' dairy farm at Salem. The dairyman 
uses electricity for milking, pumping water, cleaning, and lighting purposes in the bam. He is president 
of Tri-County Electric as well as being active in other farm co-ops. 

JONES DISPLAYS his 15 year old son’s champion Guernsey heifer. 
She was first in the county district FFA show. The dairy farmer has 

30 purebred registered Guernseys. 

“PLAYING THE RADIO in the bam during milking and artificial 
breeding reduces the nervousness in the cows,” asserts Glenn Jones. 
This is just another use electricity has on his 500 acre farm. 

though it probably seems slow to 

those who are waiting for service. 

We now have over 650 miles of 
line energized, serving approxi¬ 
mately 1700 members. We have ap¬ 
proximately 50 miles of line yet 
to construct. 

ANNUAL CONVENTION 

You were represented at this 
meeting by Jabez Coggan as dele¬ 
gate and Ellis Hall as alternate. 
Your manager was able to attend 
part of this meeting. This meeting 
was very much enjoyed by all who 
attended. 

Clay Trimble of the Norris Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative represented dis¬ 
trict seven, which is comprised of 

Norris Electric, Wayne White 
Electric, and our cooperative. 

COLLECTING 

We are glad to note that quite 
a number of people are reading our 
column, as we received very few 
payments with which they sent the 
wrong part of the card. For this 
cooperation, our billing clerk, Thel¬ 
ma Weller, wishes to say “thanks”. 

LARGE USERS 
The following is a list of large 

appliances as reported by the us¬ 
ers: 

N. E. Reaves, Fay Varner, Louis 
Traub, Clarence McGee, Range; 
John A. Freeman, Range and 
Water Heater. 

Washington Report 
(From Page Two) 

whether farmers are to be 
legally permitted to integrate 
their buying and selling opera¬ 
tions with production in the 
same way as other forms of 
business. If cooperative mem¬ 
bership increases a farmer’s 
net operating income, he pays 
more income tax personally. 
Davis point out that the Bureau 
of Internal Revenue in 1948 
stated that the actual difference 
in revenue when taxes are thus 
paid by farmers instead of by 
their co-ops is less than $20- 
million a year—just a fraction 
of NTEA’s billion-dollar 
propaganda claim. 

Refunds by co-ops is the real 
taxation objective of NTEA 
groups. These groups through¬ 
out the nation refuse to recog¬ 
nize the legal right of farmers 
to buy or sell in volume on a 
non-profit basis—even though 
other business organizations do 
the sam^ thing. The refunds 
farmers receive are simply the 

i difference between profit and 
I non-profit operations. And co- 
| operatives are agents of farm- 
! ers, not organizations operating 
to make a profit. 

Likewise, any portion of net 
operating proceeds retained by 
co-ops for improving facilities 
belongs to the members. It is 
the member who determines, 
through his elected board, what 
portion of his individual net 
proceeds—if any—is to be held 
for improving facilities. 

The case of rural electric co¬ 
ops is an extremely important 
one. Under NTEA’s utility- 
financed philosophy, payment 

i of principal by electric co-ops 
| would be taxed as profit or 
I income. It fails to admit that 
! the members own the co-op, 
. and are simply replacing gov¬ 
ernment loan funds with their 
own investment in the power 
system. Yet NTEA would be 
hard-pressed to explain just 
who collects profit from an elec¬ 
tric co-op s operations—that is, 
who gets the net income which 
they argue is taxable when an 
REA loan is paid off. 

It all boils down to the 
simple proposition, you can t 
tax income or profits when 
there are no profits from an 
electric co-op’s operations. 

Pexiscscolcz 
Cre®$®tmg Co. 

Incorporated 

★ 
Producers of Creosoted 

Dense Southern Pine 
Poles 

★ 
PENSACOLA, FLORIDA 
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power situation in the state. 
The engineering survery which 
was undertaken revealed that 
large savings would be realized 
if the 27 co-ops in the state 
were to provide power for 
themselves through their own 
facilities. 

“The cooperatives now are 
in a position to know what 
their long-range power de¬ 
mands will be. You now are 
in a better position to bargain 
with present wholesale power 
suppliers or to follow the 
course recommended by the 
survey. 

“Your action in this state to 
deal with your power problems 
follows a nation-wide trend 
among rural electric systems to 
insure themselves against fu¬ 
ture power shortages and ex¬ 
cessive rates,” McCurly em¬ 
phasized. 

URGES 
The REA division chief 

urged the Illinois co-op leaders 
to continue their broad con-' 
cept in planning for the future. 
He said: 

“While you have made a 
fine start don’t let your plan¬ 
ning stop at state or regional 
boundaries. Remember that it 
is the essence of the true co¬ 
operative spirit to think of the 
other fellow.” 

In another important address 
by REA Applications and 
Loans Division Head Arthur 
Gerth pointed out that the $50 
millions have been loaned to 
Illinois rural electric systems. 
He said that the co-ops 
throughout the nation have 
been making noteworthy 
progress, but considerable 
work remains to be done. 

GERTH ADDRESS 
According to Gerth there 

are still many rural residents 
in Illinois without electric serv¬ 
ice. i he figures show approxi¬ 
mately 105.C '0 connected co¬ 
op users. Loans have been 
made available for service to 
120,000. Another 30,000 could 
be added, he said, before the 
maximum number of co-op 
members might be reached. 
Perh aps the ultimate figure 
might go as high as 200,000. 

Like McCurly, the applica¬ 
tions and loan chief stressed 
that farmers are just beginning 
to make extensive use of elec¬ 
tric power. He described sev¬ 
eral of the new applications of 
electricity which will make it 
necessary to increase the avail¬ 
able power supply to rural 
areas. 

At present, there is only slightly 
over 50 million installed kilowatt 
hours in the nation. In 10 years, 
100 million kilowatt hours will not 
be enough. 

Gerth told his listeners that they 
should never forget the policy of 
“area wide coverage” upon which 
the rural electric co-ops were 
founded. He urged that the out¬ 
lying areas be served even though 
they would not be as profitable as 
the denser sections. 

Gerth stressed that the “co-ops 
retain their cooperative aims and 
policies. Your cooperatives are 
service organizations and are non¬ 
profit. You owe it to your members, 
therefore, to keep them well in¬ 
formed and provide them with all 
the assistance possible so that they 
may take the fullest advantage of 
electricity.” 

President’s Report 
President Edward P. Ohren 

traced the progress of the associa¬ 

r- 

DEPUTY REA ADMINISTRATOR William J. Ned (right) congratulates John Sargent (center) of Rush- 
ville on his election as president of the Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives at the association convention 
in East St. Louis. Clyde T. Ellis, executive manager of the National Rural Electric Cooperative Association, looks 
on. v 

Sargent, who is vice president of Adams Electric Cooperative, succeeded Edward P. Ohren of Pocahontas, 
president for the past two years. Other officers elected were: George Pape of Jacob, vice-president, and Carl Ed¬ 
ward of Windsor, secretary-treasurer. 

tion during the past year remark¬ 
ing that many obstacles had been 
met and surmounted successfully. 

He described the preliminary 
work done in completing arrange¬ 
ments for a full-time association 
office following the seventh annual 
convention last fall. He spoke of 
the activities of the association in 
promoting the generating and 
transmission cooperative which was 
incorporated in February. 

The president expained the large 
amount of detailed work' involved 
in setting up the power coopera¬ 
tive and in preparing the loan ap¬ 
plications. 

Ohren paid high tribute to the 
memory of late director J. Wes 
Barth of Cisne, who served on the 
board since the start of the state 
association. “Rural electrification 
lost one of its greatest supporters. 

He was a builder, and was loved 
by all who knew him,” Ohren said. 

Other Activities 
Other activities of the associa¬ 

tion included the traditional Illinois 
Breakfast at the NRECA conven¬ 
tion, and endorsement of the tele¬ 
phone legislation before Congress 

The association was represented 
by Dean Searls and William H. 
Planert. The former testified in 
person at the congressional tele¬ 
phone hearings and the latter, by 
written testimony. 

The president lauded the pro¬ 
gress of its statewide publication, 
the Illinois REA News, and urged 
all the cooperatives in the state, 
not now doing so, to subscribe to 
the publication. “The statewide pa¬ 
per is performing a highly valuable ‘ 
public relations function and it 
goes a long way towards keeping 

co-op members informed about 
rural electrification and the use of 
power on the farm. An informed 
membership,” the president de¬ 
clared, “is necessary to keeping 
our cooperatives strong and suc¬ 
cessful.” 

Manager’s Report 
Manager A. E. Becker reported 

on the progress being made in the 
organization of the Illinois State¬ 
wide Power Cooperative. This 
work, said Becker, has required 
several trips to REA and to submit 
three supplemental applications to 
the power division of REA since 
the first application was submitted 
in March. 

“In addition,” the manager said, 
“we have contacted every down- 
state congressman as well as our 
senators to keep them fully in¬ 
formed of the plans &nd goals of 

NRECA Manager Scores ‘Monopolism As 
Great An Enemy of Democracy As Any ‘Ism’ 

In one of the principal add¬ 
resses at the eighth annual con¬ 
vention of the State Associa¬ 
tion at East St. Louis, Sep¬ 
tember 9, Clyde T. Ellis lashed 
out at “monopolists.” Ellis is 
executive secretary of the Na¬ 
tional Rural Electric Coopera¬ 
tive Association. 

He “scored “monopolistic 
interests” for trying to kill the 
rural telephone legislation by 
crippling amendments. The 
measure would provide REA 
loans to extend rural telephone 
service. 

The NRECA manager em¬ 
phasized that the battle over 
rural telephones is more basis 
than just a fight against one 
piece of legislation. 

Always Evident 
“The forces of monopoly are 

always- evident in every at¬ 
tempt to help the people, 
whether it be telephones, elec¬ 
tric lines, housing or anything 
else where government assist¬ 
ance is necessary,” Ellis said. 

He added that other evi¬ 
dences of “the monopolists” 
attack could be seen in the re¬ 
cent Senate committee report 
on the Interior Appropriations, 
last year’s struggle over the 

TVA steam plant, and the 
failure of Congress to elimin¬ 
ate the 30-day notification per¬ 
iod for REA generation and 
transmission loans. 

The monopolistic interests 
seek to deny the people their 
rights. He gave as example the 
right of cooperatives to gener¬ 
ate their own power. “Though 
there is no possible hope of 
present generating plans meet¬ 
ing the power demands 10 
years from now, the monopol¬ 
ies are trying to deny you this 
right. They want to control the 
power sources themselves so 
that they can juggle the supply 
as they wish.” 

Power Policy 
The monopolies are also do¬ 

ing everything they can to 
change the existing public 
power policy of the nation. 
The policy provides that the 
government transmit power 
over self-liquidating lines to 
centers where preferential cus¬ 
tomers like municipals and 
cooperatives can pick it up. 

If the government transmis¬ 
sion lines are eliminated it will 
affect REA’s right to grant 
generation and transmission 

loans. Also, it will seriously 
affect hook-ups with TVA 
from Illinois, he said. 

“The battle over transmis¬ 
sion, being a basic issue be¬ 
cause the nation’s power policy 
is at stake, is the bitterest one 
ever,” Ellis stressed. “We 
need your grass roots support 
in order to prevent the mon¬ 
opolists from winning.” 

In regards to telephones, the 
cooperatives have been asking 
the telephone companies for 
several years to do the job, 
Ellis said. “Only last year did 
the rural electric systems come 
out in favor of government as¬ 
sistance. That is because the 
telephone companies failed to 
do the job. The monopolists 
have tried to kill telephone 
legislation and without grass 
roots support in favor of it, 
they will succeed. 

“Monopolism has always 
been as great an enemy of 
democracy as any other ’ism. 
We have to oppose monopoly 
with all the strength at our 
command if the future of dem¬ 
ocracy is to be safeguarded 
and the standard of living of 
our people is to continue to 
be raised.' 

our Illinois Statewide Power Co¬ 
operative.” 

The manager declared that all of 
this has taken time and expense. 
He said that the effort expended 
by the association has been worth¬ 
while, for eventually all members 
of cooperatives in Illinois will bene¬ 
fit with a lower wholesale power 
cost. 

New Problems 

Becker discussed the new prob¬ 
lem of auditing their own books 
confronting nine of the co-ops in 
Illinois and which eventually will 
concern every co-op in the state. 

"This problem has developed 
because of the limited administra¬ 
tive funds Congress has allowed 
REA,” Becker pointed out. “The 
limited funds have forced REA to 
curtail its field auditing staff to a 
minimum and to adopt a policy re¬ 
quiring all cooperatives to have a 
yearly CPA audit made of their 
books at their own expense.” 

The manager explained that all 
of the co-ops will be required to 
have this yearly CPA audit of 
their books made when they have 
reached a 15 per cent pay-out of 
their total indebtedness to the Gov¬ 
ernment or have paid off 15 per 
cent of all of the funds they have 
borrowed. 

Becker called attention to the 
two types of insurance which the 
state association has recommended. 
He also informea the members that 
he is going to revise the directory 
of Illinois cooperatives. 

He commended the work of At¬ 
torney Sam Jenkins. He said that 
in his opinion the major portion of 
credit for the organization and pro¬ 
gress of the statewide power co¬ 
operative should go to Jenkins. 

Editor’s Report 
William E. Murray, editor of the 

Illinois REA News reported that 
the past year had been the most 
successful in the statewide pub¬ 
lication’s history. Operations were 
concluded with a surplus of~l^9,580 
which added to the previous two 
year’s surpluses brings the total 
net worth to $23,482. Though the 
publication was founded in 1943, 
the Illinois State Association has 
published it for only the last three 
years. 

Circulation increased by 21,000 
during the last 12 months, the edi¬ 
tor told. At present, 76,000 co-op 
families of 20 of the 27 rural elec¬ 
tric systems in the state receive 
the paper each month. 

Murray described the other high¬ 
lights of the year. Numerous im¬ 
provements have been made in util¬ 
ization material. Since this type of 
material is not readily available, 
the staff has had to originate much 
of the research work for utilization 
of electricity articles. 

Response 
Tremendous response is being 

shown the paper, Murray said. 
Last year between 10,000 and 
12,000 letters were received 
from women readers re¬ 
questing patterns. About 60,000 pat¬ 
terns were distributed. In addition, 
hundreds of letters were received 
asking for homemaking advice and 
from youngsters in response to pen 
pal requests. 

“Your statewide paper shall con¬ 
tinue to cover rural electrification 
and to champion it. The publica¬ 
tion has unquestionably justified 
the faith its founders had in it as 
an effective public relations medi¬ 
um for rural electrification.” 

The editor expressed the hope 
that all of the rural electric co-op 
members would soon subscribe to 
the statewide paper. He cited the 
many advantages that would ac¬ 
crue to them and to the rural 
electrification pro-am when com¬ 
plete coverage becomes a reality. 

“ With the continued support and 
interest of its subscribers,” Mur¬ 
ray declared, “the statewide paper 
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will continue to grow and expand. 
It will provide the best coverage 
and service possible commensurate 

with its resources/’ 

Roy Yung 
Roy Yung, state Director of Ag¬ 

riculture, cautioned the members 
to never lose sight of the impor¬ 

tance of electricity to farm pro¬ 
duction and farm management; 

the improvement of rural facilities 
and services and the development 
of rural industries. 

The agriculture director said 

that With the growth of electrical 
power in rural areas, untold op¬ 

portunities for increasing self- 
reliance on the farm and also for 
developing industrial activities in 

the rural community are nowT pos- 

sible; 

“Part-time, farm-rural industrial 

employment holds promise of con¬ 
tributing to stability of income, 

maintenance of high living stand¬ 
ards and promotion of rural securi¬ 

ty.” Yung pointed out. 

Praises Co-ops 

Yung praised the co-ops for dem¬ 
onstrating what can be done 

through a pooling of energies and 

resources aimed at reaching a com¬ 

mon objective. 

He related the history of rural 
electrical service in Illinois and 

told how rural electric co-ops 

played a major role. Approximately 
90 per cent of the farms within the 

state have power. A total of 104,- 
000 are on rural co-op lines. 

The state director declared that 

the “benefits” derived from the use 
of electricity on the farm could not 

be measured in dollars alone. 

Citing some of the changes which 

have resulted on the farm and in 
rural areas since the introduction 

of e’eetricity, Yung commented 

that the job was far from being 

complete and that “if the family- 
size farm is to survive and hold its 

own in competition with corpora¬ 
tion farming and with post-war 
farming in other countries, it must 

be enabled to take full advantage 
of electricity in the production and 
preservation of crops and in live¬ 

stock management. 

Other Reports 

Vice-president Pohn Sargent gave ; 

the budget committee’s report. 
Carl Edwards gave the secretary- i 
treasurer’s report. Others report- | 

ing were T. H. Hafer. Ralph White, | 

D. B. Bidle, Elwin DeLong, L. C. 

Groat, and Carl Edwards. 

Four new directors elected were: 

Clay Trimble of Montrose, William 
H. Thien, Fults, C. V. Swanson, 

Paxton, and Fred W. Harms, Au¬ 

burn. John Sargent of Rushvilte, 

was named president of the board. 
George Pape of Jacob, vice-presi¬ 

dent, and Carl Edwards of Wind¬ 
sor, secretary-treasurer. Retiring 

board members were Edward P. 

Women Can H Take Backseat 
If Co-ops Are To Succeed 

More than 85 women from all 

parts of the state took part in the 

special women’s program during 

the 8th Annual Convention of the 

Association of Illinois Electric Co¬ 

operatives, September 8 and 9 in 

East St. Louis. 

A luncheon and style show in the 

Zebra Room of the Broadview Ho¬ 

tel on the first day of the conven¬ 

tion opened the variety program. 

Mrs. Margaret P. Hart, director of 

Southeastern Illinois Electric Co¬ 

operative, Harrisburg, presided as 

toastmistress. 

In the address of welcome, re¬ 

tiring President Edward P. Ohren, 

praised the women for .their record 

to date and expressed the convic¬ 

tion that “women still have a fore¬ 
most role to play in insuring the 
continuing success of the rural 

electrification program which has 

many obstacles yet to surmount.’’ 

He suggested that the women give 
consideration to the formation of a 

women’s auxiliary to the State 
Association, an organization which 

would not only promote participa¬ 

tion in the rural electrification 
program by women, but “would al¬ 

so be of significant value to our 
own state program.” 

Guest Speaker 

Mrs. Earl F. Wisdom, Des 
Moines. Iowa, president of the re¬ 
cently organized women’s section 
of the Iowa Rural Electric Cooper¬ 

ative Association was guest speak¬ 
er at the luncheon. The wife of 
executive secretary of the Iowa 
Statewide. Mrs. Wisdom told her 
listeners that, although she now 

resided in a fully modern home in 

the city. she# knew of the incon¬ 

veniences and drudgery of life on 
the farm without electricity as she 
was born and raised on a southern 
Iowa farm. 

“Electric../ has made a great 

change in your life on the farm”, 
Mrs. Wisdom said, “and the 

changes are so radical and so mar¬ 

velous that the young housewife 
today will scarcely believe the 

stories we could tell them.” Farm 

people have had to fight to get that 
electricity, Mrs. Wisdom asserted, 

and “they are going td have to 

Mrs. Earl Wisdom 

fight to keep it under their own 
control and in friendly hands.” 

Mrs. Wisdom went on to explain 

that the object of the Iowa wo¬ 
men’s section was to get a more 

active and interested participation 
in the rural electrification pro¬ 
gram by the Iowa women, and en¬ 

able them to get the most out of the 

advantages offered by the rural 

electric cooperatives in Iowa. Mrs. 
Wisdom concluded her remarks by 
expressing the hope that Illinois 
women would go forward in form¬ 

ing their own organization which 

could become “ a vital factor in 
the rural electrification program in 
youf state.” 

Women’s Auxiliary 
Discussion and consideration of 

the proposal of forming a women’s 
auxiliary to the State Association 

followed Mrs. Wisdom’s talk. No 
action was taken on the formation 
at this time. 

A fashion show, featuring an ad¬ 

vance showing of early winter 

styles and millinery but Stanley’s of 
East St. Louis brought the lunch¬ 

eon program to a close. Misses Ed¬ 

na Talleur and Jean Fiesler played 
musical selections during the lunch¬ 

eon and provided the musical ac¬ 

companiment to the style show. 

A bus tour to St. Louis Missouri’s 

Forest park, with stops in the park 

to visit the Art Museum, the Zoo 

and the Jewel Box highlighted the 
program planned for the women on 

the final day of the convention. J 

- ^ ' 

ELECTED DIRECTORS of the Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives at the East St. Louis conven¬ 
tion arc, left to right: Clay Trimble, Montrose; William H. Thien, Fults; C. V. Swanson, Paxton; and Fred W. 
Harms, Auburn. 

Ohren of Pocahontas, Raymond 
Pitchford of Nashville, and Walter 

Risser of Danvers. 

The convention passed a resolu¬ 

tion asking Illinois Senator Scott 

Lucas to support the rural tele¬ 

phone legislation in the same form 

as passed by the House and with¬ 
out the “damaging amendments” 
being sponsored by opponents of 

the measure. It also called upon 
House members from Illinois to 

stand by the Poage bill and not to 
vote for any amendments which 
would “scuttle a rural telephone 
program.” 

Amendments 

Most of the bylaw amendments 
presented were designed to imple¬ 

ment the 27 man bo^rd. They were 

defeated. Only amendment to pass 

was that which changed the bylaws 

to permit holding the annual meet¬ 
ing-any place in the state. Former¬ 

ly, it could be held only in Spring- 
field. 

Entertainment, included a hum¬ 

orous talk by George A. Rohlfing 
and local selections by Mrs. L. H. 
Mcllroy. A. C. Barnes led group 

singing at the banquet. Edna Tal¬ 

leur and Jean Fiesler played the 
accordian at the convention. A 

boatride on the Mississippi was 

scheduled the first evening of the 
meeting. Several hundred dollars 

in attendance awards were distri¬ 

buted at the final session with the 
outstanding award, a Kelvinator 

Home Freezer going to Joseph H. 
Heimann. 

An unusually extensive women’s 
program was planned for the 

wives of delegates and members 
including luncheons, shopping 

tours, and an excursion to Forest 

Park in St. Louis. 

NEWS FROM 
Eastern Illinois 

Power Co-op 
Paxton, 111. 

T. M. Brady, Manager 

TELEPHONE NUMBERS FOR 
OUTAGE CALLS 

Office—8 p.m. to 5 p.itn. except Sat¬ 
urday, Sunday & holidays -Paxton 185 

Toni Barbieur, Paxton, 595 
Kenneth Slater, Paxton, 576 
W. S. Nelson, Paxton, 409L 
Jesse Fiets, Gilman, 159 
W. H. Kamni, Hoopeston, 9451 
Don Allison, Hoopeston, 7114 
Harold Turner, Cropscy, 56 
Virgil Farris, Watseka, 946W 
In case of an outage, check to see 

if your neighbors have service. If not, 
call collect one of the above numbers. 
If your call is not accepted, you «vili 
know that the report of the outage 
has already been received and that it 
is being taken care of. 

Dear Member; Work has pro¬ 
gressed very rapidly on the con¬ 
version work of your cooperative. 
Our linemen have completed the 
three-phase line south on Route 49 to 
a point near Hope, to take care of 
the members in that vicinity, which 
will give them more capacity for 

their further needs. At the present 
time we are working on another con¬ 
version project north of Cropsey, up. 
to a point near Fairbury, changing 
a single-phase^ line to two-phase to 
take care of the additional load in 
that area. This line will be served 
off of the new Sibley sub-station. 

The work is progressing as rapidly 
as possible, but it is necessary to 
leave these lines energized while we 
are doing the work and we cannot 
do it as fast as if the line was dis¬ 
connected. We are using this meth¬ 
od to eliminate the amount of outage 
to our members. We are also in¬ 
stalling additional oil circuit break¬ 
ers to minimize the outage of serv¬ 
ice on the rest of our system. 

Your cooperative has just pur¬ 
chased a new billing machine of the 
latest type and the girls in the office 
are learning the method of billing 
with the machine. From all indica¬ 
tions, this machine is quite an attrac¬ 
tion to them, ‘ like a child with a 
new toy.” On the item below, Miss 
Clara Thomas, office manager, tells 
you about the method of billing with 
the new machine. 

NEW MACHINE 
The new billing machine your co¬ 

operative ordered over two years 
ago has finally arrived and has been 
put into service. By the time you re¬ 
ceive this paper all members re¬ 
ceiving service on lines PES, GE, and 
PEN will have received their October 
bills prepared on the new machine. 
All members receiving service on 
PW, PE, and GW will receive bills 
prepared on the new machine No¬ 
vember 1st. 

Beginning October 1st we will 
estimate current meter readings 
and KWH used, as well as the 
amount of your bill, on all mem¬ 
bers who fail to- return their 
meter cards. Formerly, when you 
failed to return your meter card 
in time to meet our billing sched¬ 
ule, we estimated the amount of 
your bill, and when we received 
your meter card on the next bill¬ 
ing period, the estimated pay¬ 
ment was deducted from a four 
month's bill. This practice is be¬ 
ing discontinued, and we urge you 
to read your meter and return 
the card promptly. 
Our new billing machine prints all 

previous balances and adds them to 
your current bill. All arrears that you 
owe the cooperative will be coded 
'AR . And any credit balance that 

you may have will be marked ‘ CR ’. 
Please pay the last amount, or the 
total. 

METHOD USED 
On all new lines we are required 

to receive a guaranteed revenue of 
$10.50 per mile minimum per month, 
therefore the mileage on a given ex¬ 
tension is multiplied by $10.50 and 
divided by the number of members 
receiving service on this extension. 
It is by this method that we compute 
our increased minimums. A great 
many of our new members do have 
an increased minimum, and for this 

amount you also receive an additional 
amount of KWH. 

Your cooperative is now serv¬ 
ing 6436 members, and we re¬ 
quest that you be very careful 
in mailing in your remittances, 
as unidentified checks necessi¬ 
tate extra work by our Billing 
Department in determing whose 
account they are to be applied 
on. Please mail in the proper 
stub with your check, and if you 
are paying another member’s bill 
and do not have the stub, please 
put the account number on the 
end of the check in order that it 
may be identified. 
Your account number is located t« 

the left of your name and address oo 
your bills. We still have a few mem¬ 
bers that insist on mailing paymenti 
in cash and currency, and we cannot 
insist too firmly that this form of pay 
ment is risky and we prefer that you 
discontinue it. 

When you move, please read yout 
meter and mail your final meter read¬ 
ing to us with the date that you 
moved, and tell us the new location 
that you are moving to. It is also 
helpful if you can furnish us with 
the name of the new tenant succeed¬ 
ing you. In the event that you are 
moving off of our lines, please sub¬ 
mit your original meter deposit re¬ 
ceipt in order that it may be applied 
on your final bill, or if you pay 
your final bill in full, it can be re¬ 
funded directly to you. 

BY-LAWS 
According to the by-laws, a mem¬ 

bership fee cannot be refunded after 
service is received, neither can it be 
transferred or sold. A meter deposit 
may be applied on a final bill or. if 
your final bill is paid in full, it can 
be refunded only to the consumer 
it was originally issued to, therefore, 
we are asking that you do not pur¬ 
chase any membership or meter de¬ 
posit from any member. If you have 
a meter deposit to be refunded, please 
sign and submit it to this office. Up¬ 
on request, we shall be glad to fur¬ 
nish any information regarding rates, 
minimum, and billing. 

New Milk Coolers For 
Use With Small Herd 

A milk-cooler small enough to 

serve farms with less than 10 cows 
in their dairy herds has been de¬ 
veloped by a large equipment man¬ 
ufacturer. The cooler can also be 

used to cooll cream at larger dair¬ 

ies. It is priced in the neighbor¬ 

hood of $200. 

The new cooler has room for 
either three five-gallon or two 10- 

gallon cans of milk or cream, and 
can cool them from 90 degrees 

down to 50 degrees in one hour. 

The cabinet of the cooler is of 

standard construction. It is made 

of heavy-gauge galvanized steel, in- 

I sulated and equipped with an her 

metically-sealed refrigeration unit 

and a motor-driven water circula¬ 

tor. 
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Clay Co-op Power Mighty 
Helpful To Chicken Farmer 

CHICKEN FARMER Toliver inspects future fryers in his chicken coop. 
Toliver, who raises chickens for market in restaurants, has 1,300 chickens in 
pens in the 30 by 60 foot chicken house. Most of the chickens are White 
Rocks, though he does have some New Hampshire Reds. 

One of the most important 
considerations in successful 
chicken raising, is ventila¬ 
tion. That’s why electricity is 
so welcome on C. E. Toliver’s 
farm at Louisville. His main 
crop is poultry. 

Chickens require about eight 
times more air for their size 
than human beings do, Toliver 
points out. That creates a 
problem in raising penned 
poultry. 

Electric fans solved the 
problem, he says. What’s 
more, by drawing the heat in 
over a stove, the poultry 
house is supplied with suffic¬ 
ient heat in the cold months. 
Also a constant circulation of 
air is maintained. 

Looking after 1,300 chick¬ 
ens is hard work and takes a 
lot of time, Toliver testifies. 
He has about 1,000 fryers and 

300 pullets. Moreover, there’s 
a lot of uncertainty attached 
to it. For instance, unusual hot 
weather can mean a substan¬ 
tial number of fatalities in the 
flock. Or, it will add to the ex¬ 
pense, since hot weather cuts 
down on weight gains, and 
the chicker^ must be fed more 
to compensate. 

Sanitation is another prime 
requisite in commercial poultry 
farming. Toliver cleans the 30 
by 60 foot chicken house and 
pens twice a day. 

Lights burning 14 hours a 
day, is another profitable use 
of electricity in his business. 
“The lights keep the chickens 
awake. They eat more and 
grow faster,” he explains. He 
plans to add a water system 
and an electric heater. He is 
a member of Clay Electric Co¬ 
operative of Flora. 

TOLIVER DISPLAYS the easeful operation of the electric feather 
picker. With the picker, the chicken farmer says he can dress 100 chickens 
in half a day. Before he had the picker, it took him and helpers a whole 
day to dress the same number. 

Mt. Vernon Co. Sends Co-op 
Customer ‘Anti-Co-op Buck’ 

The extent to which the "anti-co-op” campaign of the Na¬ 
tional Tax Equality Association has reached, was evident 
recently when a Mt. Vernon business concern mailed the Tri- 
County Electric Cooperative of the same town a “phony buck.” 

The "phony buck” is a pseudo dollar bill carrying some 
of the most vicious anti-co-op propaganda that the arch 
enemy of co-ops, the National 
Tax Equality Association, has 
ever devised. It accuses co¬ 
ops of being tax dodgers in a 
variety of disparaging phrases. 

In reply to the “phony buck” 
insult, Manager H. G. Downey 
told the Consumers Ice Com¬ 
pany, the sender, in a letter: 

“I am shocked to see such 
a display of lack of judgment 
exhibited by your company in 
sending these “dollars” to your 
customer, who is a Coopera¬ 
tive. The Tri-County pur¬ 
chases ice from the company 
and received the “buck” along 
with its monthly statement. 
The NTEA distributes the 
anti-co-op “money” to its mem¬ 
bers. 

The manager continued: "In 
this particular locality I am 
wondering what Cooperatives 
have harmed you or your com¬ 
panies. I notice you accepted 
service from our electric line 
and this was because the power 
companies did not see fit or 
were financially unable to 
build rural electric lines.” 

I wonder if you realize 
practically all cooperatives 
have been formed for two rea¬ 
sons: 1. Existing businesses re¬ 
fuse to supply services re¬ 
quested. 2. Existing businesses 
were charging outrageous 
prices for their services. I can 
give you some concrete ex- 

would be interested. 
"It is my sincere hope that 

your Company will check into 
the status of Cooperatives be¬ 
fore you flood this area with 
"phony bucks.” Electric co¬ 
operatives do not receive any 
grants of funds from the Fed¬ 
eral Government. They bor¬ 
row money for the construc¬ 
tion of their lines from the 
Government and they pay their 
loans back with interest out 
of their earnings. 

"Cooperatives pay all taxes 
with the exception of Federal 
Income Tax and they are 
exempt from payment of Fed¬ 
eral Income Tax under the laws 
of the United States. The rea¬ 
son they are exempt . . . is that 
the Cooperatives refund to 
their members all income in ex¬ 
cess of expenses. 

“The capital credits plan 
adopted at the last annual 
meeting of the members of Tri- 
County Electric Cooperative, 
Inc., provides the machinery 
for refund in excess of the costs 
of doing business. 

Refunds 
"When the Cooperative has 

reached a certain financial 
condition, these refunds will 
be made and you as user of the 
electric service from the lines 
of the Cooperative will bene¬ 
fit in this manner at that time.” 

Up until last week, Manager 
Downey had received no reply 

amples of the above if you 'from the ice company. 

NEWS FROM 
Rural Electric 

Divernon. 111. 

RALPH V. WHITE, Mgr. 

Your Co-op will soon be serving 

it’s first three-phase member. 

Probably by the time you read this, 

George Sloman of Pawnee will 

have his new farm grain process¬ 
ing plant in op- 

jpfJl ; ilfT- stalling a hoist, 
yy eleverator, corn 

V er jn his con- 

Ralph White verted horse 

barn. The machines operate on 
from five to 20 horsepower motors, 
and require three-phase service. Mr. 
Sloman says he has only one horse, 
and can’t catch him, so he decided 
to make a better use of his old 
barn. Mr. Sloman’s farm is located 
near one of the three-phase feeder 
lines, east of Zenobia Baptist 
Church. 

OUTAGES 

Usually outags are reported 
promptly by the members. If you 
have any doubt as to how to report 
outage, here is some information 
which may help you. 

First, check your own fuses, 
and if you have a meter pole, 
there are protective relays in 
the box just below the meter 
base on some of these installa¬ 
tions. Check these too. If the 
outage is caused on your pre¬ 
mises, that is, from the meter 
pole on, and a lineman is sent to 
correct the fault, a charge must 
be made to the member to de¬ 
fray the expense of sending a 
man and a truck to the mem¬ 
ber’s home. Therefore the mem¬ 
bers can save money and out¬ 
age time by making these 
checks before calling the co-op 
office. 

After you have determined that 
your fuses and breakers are all 
right, check with your neighbors to 
see if their power is off also. That 
way you can determine if it is the 
line or your transformer that caus¬ 
ed the trouble. Also, if one person 
calls in for his neighbors, tele¬ 
phone expenses can be reduced. 

The next step is to call Divernon 
19, and report that the power is off, 
and also if your neighbor’s lights 
are out. With this prompt informa¬ 
tion, outage time can be held to a 
minimum. 

COMMUNITY MEETING 

The Washington School Com¬ 
munity Club held its regular 
monthly meeting Friday night, 
August 26. Music by Mr. and Mrs. 
Parker Sullivan and Mr. and Mrs. 
Cecil Allen was enjoyed. Mr. .Clin¬ 
ton, superintendent of Virden Unit 
district, interviewed those present 
on a wire recording machine, and 
then played the record back so the 
people could hear how their voice 
sounded to others. A short talk on 
the principles and objectives of 
rural electrification was given by 
your Electrification Advisor Roy 
Goode. About 20 families were pre¬ 
sent at the meeting. 

STATE MEETING 

Several board members and em¬ 
ployees were present at the annual 
convention of the Association of 
Illinois Electric Cooperatives held 
September 8 and 9, in East St. 
Louis. 

Representing your Co-op were 
President and Mrs. Fred W. 
Harms, Mr. and Mrs. Emil Hue- 
schen, and Mr. and Mrs. George 
Simon, from the board of directors. 
Manager Ralph V. White, Book¬ 
keeper and Mrs. Manford R. White, 

and Electrification Advisor Roy D. 
Goode were also present at the two 
day convention. 

President Harms was named to a 
three year term on the State As¬ 

sociation board to represent Dis¬ 
trict 6. 

EMPLOYEES 

Employees who enjoyed vaca¬ 
tions during the past month are: 
Elsie Burnoski, Manford White, 
Gilbert Morehead, Charles Comer, 
Leonard Bethard, James Killam, 
Louis Burnoski and Lewis Green. 

“Bud” Wilson, foreman, is back 
on the job after undergoing surgi¬ 
cal treatment in St. John’s Hospi¬ 
tal, Springfield. He spent most of 
his vacation in the hospital, and 
returned to work September 6, 

Manager and Mrs. Ralph White 
recently drove to Greenville, South' 
Carolina, with their daughter, 
Charlotte. She is a student at Bob 
Jones University. 

Fight Co-ops 
(From Page Three) 

He referred to charges made to the 

House Committee on Small Business 

by these groups against cooperatives. 
He told Scott that ‘‘we investigated 
these charges and gave you every 
opportunity to present your case and 

we sent you the proposed report.” 
Patman added that the committee 

discovered that “less than half of the 
farm cooperatives were tax-exempt. 

If the exemption were repealed the 
revenue the government would get 

would be less than the cost of col¬ 
lection.” 

Scott insisted it would be more 
than a billion dollars a year. Patman 
contended it would be less than “10 
million dollars.” 

Co-ops Must 
Work Closer 
Say Leaders 

Top government and co-op 
leaders urged greater unity 
among cooperatives to more 
effectively combat monopoly in 
speeches before 1,500 delegates 
to the summer conference of 
the American Institute of Co¬ 
operative at Madison, Wiscon¬ 
sin, August 22-26. 

Theme of the week-long 
conference, marking the Insti¬ 
tute’s 25th anniversary, was 
“Farmer Cooperatives Today 
and Tomorrow.” Speaker after 
speaker emphasized the idea 
that coordinated action on as 
many fronts as possible must 
become a big part of all co-ops’ 
future activities. 

Knox T. Hutchinson, former 
executive manager of the Ten¬ 
nessee electric cooperative as¬ 
sociation, recently named as¬ 
sistant secretary of agriculture, 
warned of strong forces peek¬ 
ing to destroy co-ops. 

He traced the history of 
farm cooperatives of all kinds 
to show that the co-op move¬ 
ment had had its bitter enemies 
from the beginning. He men¬ 
tioned that two anti-coopera¬ 
tive bills are presently waiting 
action in Congress aimed at 
repealing the section of the In¬ 
ternal Revenue Code which ex¬ 
empts farm co-ops from cer¬ 
tain Federal taxes. He warned 
that co-op leaders must be con¬ 
tinuously vigilant and must 
work together to guard against 
attacks which, while apparent¬ 
ly aimed at a single co-op 
group, would damage all co¬ 
ops if successful. 

Clyde T. Ellis, executive 
manager of the National Rural 

Electric Cooperative associa¬ 
tion, served as chairman of a 
panel discussion participated 
in by Claude R. Wickard, 
REA administrator; Clark T. 
McWTorter, NRECA presi¬ 
dent; E. J. Stoneman, presi¬ 
dent of Dairyland Power co¬ 
op; and W. V. Thomas, gen¬ 
eral manager of Wisconsin 
Electric (statewide coopera¬ 
tive. 

Wickard called for strength¬ 
ening of all co-ops through 
closer unity of purpose and a 
common defense against those 
who oppose cooperative enter¬ 
prise. 

"There is no basic differ¬ 
ence between different types 
of co-ops,” he asserted. 
"Whether a co-op or mutu¬ 
al association is engaged in 
providing its members with 
electric, telephone, insur¬ 
ance, credit, processing, 
marketing, purchasing, o r 
some other service, the same 
basic principles apply that 
have proved sound through . 
a century of experience both 
here and abroad. To what¬ 
ever extent these basic prin¬ 
ciples are violated or ignor¬ 
ed, the co-op structure will 
be weakened and the co-op’s 
long range success will be 
jeopardized. 
"Insofar a£ co-ops are ef¬ 

fective, they act as a balance 
wheel that helps to keep our 
private enterprise system from 
being overpowered by mono¬ 
polistic business combinations 
which tend to destroy free 
competitive enterprise. It is 
therefore in the public interest, 
as well as the interest of all co¬ 
ops, for co-ops of all types to 
recognize their kinship as mem¬ 
bers of the co-op movement 
and* to work together for their 
mutual benefit and protection 
wherever possible, at local, 
state and national levels,” 
Wickard said. 
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Senator Douglas Calls 
For Govt. Loans To 
Extend Farm Phones 

“A nerve-wracking, tormenting, frustrating, devilish piece 
of junk, run by a crank-handle,” is the way U. S. Senator Paul 
H. Douglas described present rural phoned at the annual meet¬ 
ing of the Egyptian Electric Cooperative at Steelville, Aug¬ 
ust 20. Over 3,000 were present. 

The senator declared, "While the telephone industry has 
made significant strides since the end of the war in getting back 
to where we were in 1920, the 
nature of its expansion sug¬ 
gests the old familiar pattern 
of running down the main 
highway and scooping up the 
cream on a selective basis. 

"The telephone companies 
are in general picking and 
choosing their areas with an 
eye to the most profitable busi¬ 
ness. This type of expansion, 
with a rate structure and amor¬ 
tization schedule based on 
these high-profit areas makes 
it all the more difficult to add 
at a later time lines which will 
be less profitable or even oper¬ 
ate at a unit loss.” 

Key Factor 

The key factor to be con¬ 
sidered for adequate rural tele¬ 
phone service is “area cover¬ 
age,” Douglas said. “This 
means planning, financing, and 
constructing a rural telephone 
system so that the service will 
be available to all the sub¬ 
scribers within the company's 
area who want it, whether the 
installation and operation of 
their particular telephone will 
be profitable or not.” 

Continuing, the senator 
stressed, "Area coverage, if 
it is to be achieved either by 
the creation of telephone co¬ 
operatives, or by plant replace¬ 
ment and improved equipment 
of existing independent com¬ 
panies or farmers' mutuals, re¬ 
quires federal financing.” 

"Financing,” Douglas noted, 
"does not mean subsidy.” The 
senator pointed to the bill now 
before the Senate as one 
method of accomplishing this 
financing problem. (This is the 
bill which is similar to the 
Poage bill which passed the 
House.) 

Provides Incentive 

"This bill would provide pri¬ 
vate industry and associations 
of farmers with the incentive 
and financing to do the neces¬ 
sary job themselves,” Douglas 
declared. 

Attempting to clear up some 
of the issues being raised over 
passage of the bill, Douglas 
pointed out, "The bill will not 
put any small telephone com¬ 
pany out of business. On the 
contrary, it will give a new 
lease on life to the thousands 
of small companies, both profit 
and non-profit. By providing 
credit where credit is not other¬ 
wise avaliable, the bill will 
make it possible for small in¬ 
dependent companies to stay 
in business and operate pro¬ 
fitably.” 

"This bill does not put the 
government in the phone busi¬ 
ness. There is nothing in the 
bill which would permit the 
federal government or the REA 
cooperatives to take over or 
supplant telephone companies 
now giving adequate service,” 
the Senator commented. 

Fully Protected 

Douglas added, "under the 
bill, REA would have only the 
power to loan money and to 
furnish technical assistance 
where it is wanted and needed. 
The independent companies 
will continue to have the full 
protection of their state utility 

commissions and regulatory 
bodies.” 

"The bill does not invite a 
duplication of telephone fa¬ 
cilities in those areas Vhere 
adequate and reliable service is 
being furnished to farmers who 
want it,” Douglas said. 

Douglas also pointed to the 
fact that loans to REA co¬ 
operatives represent one of the 
soundest investments the gov¬ 
ernment has ever made. "It 
hasn’t cost the government one 
red cent,” the Senator ex¬ 
plained. He added, "they were 
equally sound when viewed in 
terms of what they contribute 
to the strengthening of our 
democracy. 

Predicts Benefits 
In conclusion Douglas said, 

"Just as the rising use of elec¬ 
tric power on the farm set off 
a cycle of development which 
benefited the manufacturers of 
electrical appliances and their 
workers as well as the farmers, 
the passage of the present tele¬ 
phone bill before the Senate 
will have a similar broad- 
guaged economic result.” 

Douglas gave his address in 
the afternoon following a pic¬ 
nic lunch. The business of the 
morning consisted of reports of 
President R. V. Blacklock, 
Manager R. S. Holt, and Secre¬ 
tary-Treasurer Harry Sick- 
meyer. 

President Blacklock told the 
members that the cooperative is 
in a period of gradual transi¬ 
tion, from construction of lines 
to maintenance and operation. 

"This doesn’t mean that the 
construction period is over,” 
Blacklock noted, "for there are 
still many farm homes to be 
served, but it does mean that 
there is a slacking off of con¬ 
struction, and more time is be¬ 
ing applied to system improve¬ 
ments.” 

Looking Ahead 
The president pointed out 

that in a study conducted by an 
engineering firm, it was found 
that within the next 10 years 
each member would be using 
approximately 300 kwh per 
month. "With the present sys¬ 
tem designed and built for an 
average use of 80 kwh per 
month, it doesnt’ take much 
imagination to see that much 
improvement has to be done in 
the near future,” Blacklock 
said. 

“Additional and larger sub¬ 
stations must be built. Chang¬ 
ing several single phase and 
two phase lines to three phase 
must be done, and larger wires, 
transformers and in many 
cases meters must also be 
changed,” the president ex¬ 
plained. 

Because a program of expan¬ 
sion and improvement would 
cost a great amount of money, 
Blacklock stated, the REA has 
been requested to make a finan¬ 
cial forecast for the cooperative 
over a period of the next 10 
years to determine if the 
revenue obtained over the 
years would provide enough 
funds to meet all obligations. 

Manager Reports 
Manager Holt reported on 

the progress the co-op is mak-. 
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A CROWD of 3,000 heard Senator Paul H. Douglas describe the present 
rural telephone as a “nerve-wracking piece of junk” and call for government 
loans to extend telephones at the annual meeting of Egyptian Electric Co¬ 
operative, Steeleville. 

ing on construction. Comple¬ 
tion of the Elkville substation 
was made last December, final 
details of right-of-way and 
property for ‘the Sparta, Coul- 
terville substation have been 
completed, and another substar- 
tion North of Campbell Hill 
has been recommended by the 
consulting engineers. 

Though interruptions have 
been gradually decreased. Holt 
said, he called upon the mem¬ 
bers for their help in keeping 
outage time to a minimum, "by 
letting us know when you are 
to cut down trees and also re¬ 
porting an outage within a few 

minutes after it occurs, day or 
night.” 

Turning to the rural tele¬ 
phone picture. Holt said, “Re¬ 
cently we made a telephone 
survey and the results were 
amazing. Almost 90 per cent of 
the members of this cooperative 
did not have telephone service 
or the service was inadequate.” 

Holt told the members that 
the cooperative will exert every 
effort to bring adequate phone 
service to them if Congress 
makes funds available and the 
members so direct the co-op to 
do. 

Directors elected for three 
year terms were, Thomas Tor¬ 
rens of Perry county, R. V. 
Blacklock of Jackson county, 
and Harry Sickmeyer of Ran¬ 
dolph county. 

Entertainment was furnished 
by radio entertainers "Shucks” 
Austin and Gang, and the Girl 
Scout Quartet. Appliances ex¬ 
hibits were displayed in two 
tents adjoining the main tent 
where the meeting was held. 
Attendance awards concluded 
the program. 

An automatic switch has been 
perfected which turns out poultry 
house lights one at a time over a 
15-minute period, solving the prob¬ 
lem of getting the chickens to 
roost at night. 

The Cooperative, for the first time, 
had an exhibit at our two local coun¬ 
ty fairs, the McDonough County Ag- 

Fair and the Warren Coun- 

5 by 12 foot display 
from the Westinghouse 

Corporation entitled “Bet- 
Through Better Wiring.” 

showed a model utility 
room, kitchen, 
bedroom, and liv¬ 
ing room equip¬ 
ped to the last 
degree. It also 
showed the plans 
of the wiring for 
the above men¬ 
tioned r o o m s. 
This display, of 

Arthur Peyton course, was well 
lighted and drew many comments. 
We all like wishful thinking and if 
anyone seeing this display was plan¬ 
ning on remodeling or building, they 
would value seeing this display. 

Many questions were asked us re¬ 
garding adding appliances, welders 
and rewiring. We also explained to 
the members visiting our exhibit, our 
new map numbers. 

Your Cooperative purchased sev¬ 
eral electrical appliances to use for 
the fair. This was conducted at both 
fairs. Gifts were as follows: Elec¬ 
tric Ice Cream Freezer, Electric Heat¬ 
ing Pad, Electric Bottle Sterilizer. A 
daily attendance award was a plant¬ 
ers lamp. 

Two reels of 8A Copperweld wire 
were used at the McDonough County 
Fair, July 26th through 29th, for the 
events. Art Hanson of Sciota was 
awarded the electric ice cream freez¬ 
er. (We wonder how their ice cream 
tastes.) Lloyd Hall of Macomb re¬ 
ceived the bottle sterilizer and Mr. 
and Mrs. George of Macomb got the 
electric heating pad. Planters lamps 
were awarded to Mrs. Ursal Clayton, 
Mrs. Nellie Williams, Irwin Jones and 
E. F. Morris. 

Two reels of No. 4ACSR alum¬ 

Power 
Macomb, 111. 

Arthur H. Peyton, Mgr. 

inum wire were on display at the 
Warren County Fair August 23rd 
through August 26th. Mrs. Walter 
Gayman received the electric ice 
cream freezer. The electric heating 
pad was given to Mr. and Mrs. 
Harry Gustafson. The electric bottle 
sterilizer was given to Mr. and Mrs. 
Harold Beard’s seven weeks old child. 
Daily attendance awards of planters 
lamps were given to Sumner L. Cur¬ 
tis, Roseville, Chester W. Ross, Jr., 
Roseville, Mrs. Leland H. Ray, Rose¬ 
ville, and Dale Crandall, Galesburg. 
A total of approximately 1500 visited 
our exhibit at the two fairs and we 
feel thi^ was an excellent attendance 
despite the polio epidemic. 

CURRENCY IN MAIL 
We again want to caution our 

members of the risk they are taking in 
sending currency and small coins 
through the mail. 

Recently, an employee was in the 
post office after our mail and a local 
businessman was opening his box to 
secure his mail. Upon taking the 
mail from his box several coins fell 
to the floor. Letters are packed and 
run through cancellation machines 
making it very easy to accidentally 
tear one and lose a part of the money 
in the envelope. 

Who should be held responsible 
for this? The person sending it, of 
course. It would not only be em¬ 
barrassing for us, but for you too, if 
we would receive a letter with only 
a part of the coins in them. We are 
not alone in saying that sending cur¬ 
rency through the mail is extremely 
dangerous, as the Post Office and all 
other businessmen agree and are try¬ 
ing their best to have this cease. 

AMPLE ENERGY 
Now is the time for all members to 

make plans to install an electric 
water heater, electric stove, water 
system, etc. Our new substation num¬ 
ber 3 is now energized. This will re¬ 
lieve the low voltage conditions and 
make an ample supply of KWH avail¬ 
able for all uses. 

If you wish facts on the number 
of kwh used by an electric water 
heater, deep freeze, etc., contact the 
Electrification Advisor for informa¬ 
tion. He will be glad to help you 
with any problems you have or other 
information you would like. 

STATEMENT OF THE OWNERSHIP, 
MANAGEMENT, CIRCULATION, ETC. 
Required by the Act of Congress of 
August 24, 1912, as amended by the Acta 

of March 3, 1933, and July 2, 1916 
Of ILLINOIS REA NEWS, published 

monthly at Waterloo, Wisconsin for Oc¬ 
tober, 1949. 

State of Illinois, 
County of Sangamon—ss. 
Before me, a Notary Public in and for 

the State and county aforesaid, personally 
appeared William E. Murray, who, hav¬ 
ing been duly sworn according to law, 
deposes and says that he is the editor of 
the ILLINOIS REA NEWS and that the 
following is, to the best of his knowledge 
and belief, a true statement of the own¬ 
ership, management (and if a daily, 
weekly, semiweekly or triweekly news¬ 
paper, the circulation), etc., of the afore¬ 
said publication for the date shown in 
the above caption, required by the act of 
August 24, 1912, as amended by the acts 
of March 3, 1933, and July 2, 1946 (sec¬ 
tion 537, Postal Laws and Regulations), 
printed on the reverse of this form, to 
wit: , 

1. That the names and addresses of the 
publisher, editor, managing editor, and 
business managers are: 
Publisher Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives, Springfield, Illinois. 
Editor—William E. Murray, Springfield, 
Illinois. 
Managing editor—William E. Murray 
Business manager—William E. Murray 

2. That the ow ner is: 
Association of Illinois Electric Coopera¬ 
tives, Springfield, Illinois. 

3. That the known bondholders, mort¬ 
gagees, and other security holders own¬ 
ing or holding 1 percent or more of to¬ 
tal amount of bonds, mortgages, or other 
securities are: 
None. 

4. That the two paragraphs next above, 
giving the names of the owners, stock- 
hold<ws, and security holders, if any, con¬ 
tain not only the list of stockholders and 
security holders as they appear upon the 
books of the company but also ,in cases 
where the stockholder or security holder 
appears upon the books of the company 
as trustee or in any other fiduciary re¬ 
lation, the name of the person of cor¬ 
poration for whom such trustee is acting, 
is given; also that the said two para¬ 
graphs contain statements embracing af¬ 
fiant’s full knowledge and belief as to the 
circumstances and conditions under which 
stockholders and security holders who do 
not appear upon the books of the com¬ 
pany as trustees, hold stock and securi¬ 
ties in a capacity other than that of a 
bona fide owner; and this affiant has no 
reason to believe that any other person, 
associaion. or corporation has any interest 
direct or indirect in the said stock, bonds, 
or other securities than as so stated by 
him. 

5. That the average number of 
copie* of each issue of this publi¬ 
cation sold or distributed, through 
the mails or otherwise, to paid sub¬ 
scribers during the twelve months 
preceding the date shown above is 76,252 

William E. Murray, Editor 
Sworn to and subscribed before me 

this 26 day of September, 1949. 
(SEAL) Henry E. Johannsmeyer 

(My commission expire* 4-18, 1950) 
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Let's Have A Hallowe'en Donut Party! 
iiHmmiiiimmimmiiKmiimitMiHm 

Helpful Hints 
Unusual Games, 
Decoration Ideas 
Set Party Mood 

Hallowe’en’s .a-eoming! Once a- 

gain the witches ride, the spooks 

cavort and young and old alike 

are party-minded. Merry games, 

amusing decorations and good eats 

give a special air to the occasion. 

This year a Hollowe’en Donut 

Party is in order. It’s easy, inform¬ 

al and gay, and it’s the kind of a 

party you can run with an abso¬ 

lute minimum of effort and ex¬ 
pense. 

Spookiness, frivolity and action 
will be your keynote. You will find 
that you get best results if your 

stick to a couple of original good 

food ideas, plan two or three en¬ 

tertaining games and make the 

decorations tricky, but rugged 

enough to take a pounding. No¬ 

body will have any fun if you have 

to spend all evening nursing deli¬ 

cate decor. 

The Invitations 

Lets begin this Donut Party plan 

at the beginning with the invita¬ 
tions. We’ve heard of one group 
who had themselves a riotous time 

with a couple of sandwich boards. 

They held their party in a big 

community barn and issued pub¬ 
lic invitations via signboards ex¬ 

actly like the kind that pickets 
wear. Slogans on the board in¬ 

vited all the neighborhood to con¬ 

vene for Hallowe’en festivities at 

8:00 P.M. on October 31. 

For decorations at the party site, 
you can’t possibly improve on the 

traditional orange and black mo¬ 

tif. Hold your party in an attic, 

playground or living room that 

has been stripped down to a mini¬ 
mum of breakables. Roll back the 

rugs, retire the bric-a-brac and try 

out some of these ideas to cheer up 

the premises. 

Hang streamers from the chan¬ 

deliers . . . place jack-o-lanterns 
with candles on the window sills 

. . conceal a skeleton or replica 

thereof in a closet that will have 

to be opened by all guests as.they 

arrive . . . stack cornstalks in the 
corners . . . suspend black cat and 
witch cut-outs from elastic stream¬ 

ers and hang some donuts on rib¬ 
bons in case acute hunger strikes 

If shiny buttons on a garment 

have been dimmed by repeated 
washings, try an application of col¬ 

orless nail polish, which will often 
restore their luster. 

★ * ★ 

When you are laundering knit¬ 

ted garments, do not hang them 
from the shoulders to dry. Swea¬ 

ters and small articles are best 
dried flat. Slips and gowns should 

be placed over a rod to dry. 
ic * * 

Free circulation of air is needed 
around a refrigerator or it won’t 

do its best work. So be sure to al¬ 
low plenty of “breathing room” 
behind, at the sides and at the top 

of your refrigreator. It pays. 

A large pumpkin jack o’lanfern filled with plain and sugared donuts 
serves as the DONUT TABLE CEN 
from the pumpkin to handles of the 
ends tie place card to mug handles. 

A wooden bread cover prevents 

the top slice from drying when 
bread is on the table during or af¬ 
ter a meal. Cut the cover to repre¬ 

sent a slice of bread, then paint it 

a bright color and fasten a small 

TERPIECE, Ribbon streamers reach drawer knob to the top to. serve as 
cider mugs at each plate and ribbon a handle. 

some of the crowd before food is 

served. 

Eerie Effects 

This year you can enhance the 
generally eerie effects with some 

of the phospherescent paint now 

on the market. Splash the glow- j 

ing paint on ghostly shaped cut- ; 

outs and hang a luminously painted j 
face outside the window. Then dim 

the lights when least expected and 

you’ll be rewarded by squeals of j 

terror. Augment the effect, if you 

wish by having someone in a 

black or white costume spattered 

with luminous paint dash through 
the darkened room. 

That should give you the general 
decoration idea. Just let your fer¬ 

tile imagination take over from 
there. 

Food, naturally, has top prior¬ 

ity in your party plans. Have 

plenty of it, but don't be involved 

with fussy, complicated recipes 

that take hours of preparation. 
Heap several bowls—wooden bowls 

are fine—with donuts, oranges, ap¬ 

ples and nuts. Fill a punch bowl 
with cider or cola and place it in 

the middle of the table. 

For your refreshment, serve a 
super Hallowe’en Sundae. You 

make this by slicing a donut cross¬ 
wise. Place half in a dish, cover 
with a scoop of ice cream and add 

Just tbe thing to serve the dual purpose of feeding and amusing guests 
are these edible place cards. Insert a toothpick into donut and attach 
black cat cut-outs with guest's name in white ink* 

the other half donut. Then pour 

your favorite chocolate sauce over 

each serving and add chopped nuts. 

If you’re having a regular sit- 
down party, you can set your table. 

with edible place cards, which is 

only one of several. Insert tooth¬ 

picks into the donut for arms and 

legs, stick a cherry on top for a 
head and place a card with guests 

names on one of the arms. That 

little trick will make for both 
economy and amusment. 

Now For Games 

The secret of a successful Hal¬ 

lowe’en party is to keep the crowd 

in motion. Start them off with a 

lively stunt like a donut on a 

string. Hang donuts from the ceil¬ 

ing or chandelier by a string or 
rubber band. Tell your guests to 

place their hands behind their 
backs and try to eat the swinging 

donut. The first to finish the do¬ 

nut and whistle “Dixie” wins a 

prize. 

If you’re wise, you’ll alternate 

lively games with quiet ones, lest 

the mirth get out of hand. For a 
comparatively quiet game, try 

Candlelight Ghost Stories. By the 

light of a single candle, have the 

first person in a circle start a 
ghost story. At the end of two min¬ 
utes, let the next person take up 
the story, and so on around the 
circle. When the last person picks 

up the narrative, he builds up to 

a blood curdling climax (prepared 
by him in advance). At the most 
chilling moment, you blow out a 

light and emit a horrible screech. 

It will be some time before the 
hysterical laughter dies down. 

Fortune Game 

Young couples are always par¬ 
tial to Hallowe’en fortune games. 

For a tried and true way of re¬ 

vealing the future, in Hallowe’en 

fashion, place as many saucers as 

you have guests in a row on a 

table. Wrap in a small piece of 
paper a wedding ring, a small piece 

of rag, a safety pin, a coin or some 

other significant trinket. The ring, 

of course, means marriage, the rag 

a bachelor or old maid, the pin 

babies, the coin wealth, etc. Place 

the folded paper in the center of 

a doughnut. Cover the fortunes 

with gum drops, using cloves for 
eyes and a licorice slice for the 

(Continued on Page Nine) 

Woolen Blankets 
Require Care In 
Home Laundering 

1 In the manufacture of better 

j blankets, choice fine virgin wools 

are used to give maximum warmth 
with minimum weight. Due to 

cheir nature, these wool fibers are 

resilient and lively. They also have 

the ability to felt, which is not 
possessed by any other type fibers. 

Felting is desirable and advan¬ 

tage is taken of this property dur¬ 
ing manufacture, but care must 

be used to avoid excessive (felt¬ 
ing) when laundering. Here are a 

few steps to be taken in home 
laundering: 

i 1. Use soft water. If water is 

hard, treat it with a reputable 
; brand of water softener or choose 

a good brand of synthetic deter¬ 

gent which acts as softener and 

| soap both. 

2. If soap flakes are used, be 

sure they are a kind recommend¬ 

ed for woolens. Dissolve them 
completely in a small amount of 

hot water. 

3. Fill tub two-thirds fulll of 

warm water—elbow temperature. 
Dissolved Soap Solution 

4. Add dissolved soap solution 
and agitate to form suds. 

5. Immerse blanket and souse up 
and down. Squeeze soapy water 
through soiled spots. DO NOT 

RUB and do not twist or use 
I wringer. 

6. Fill tub with clear water, of 

the same temperature—avoid vari¬ 

ations in temperatures. Repeat 
! rinsing until all the soap has been 

removed. Squeeze blanket by hand 

after final rinse. DO NOT USE 
WRINGER. 

7. If you use a washing machine, 

follow the directions for soft wa¬ 

ter, soap and temperature. In no 

' event leave the blanket in the ma- 
1 chine longer than THREE MIN- 
! UTES. If the blanket is so soiled it 
! needs further laundering, drain the 

' machine and repeat the operation. 

8. Hang blanket over two (or 

three if available parallel lines to 

dry. Keep out of direct sunlight. 

Do not dry on a windy day. 

Stretch blanket frequently, both 
! lengthwise 
* drying. 

and crosswise while 

A Favorite Chop 
Suey Recipe You 
Will Want To Try 

Chop suey is not from the land 

of Fu Man Chu, it’s said. Instead 

this tempting delicacy is supposed 

to have originated right here in the 

dear old U. S. A. Be that as it may, 

we are only too glad to take the 

credit for such an excellent dish. 

Tender pieces of pork com¬ 

bined,, with crisp vegetables and 

served on a bed of noodles or rice 

makes chop suey a certain success 
whenever it’s served. Here’s our 

favorite tested recipe: 

Chop Suey 

pounds lean poi-k (cubes or strips) 
3 tablespoons lard 
1 cup sliced mushrooms (optional) 
1 cup sliced onions 

1% cups sliced celery 
1 teaspoon ginger 
1 teaspoon salt 
Dash pepper 

1% cups bouillon, water, or meat stock 
3 tablespoons soy sauce 
X can bean sprouts 
4 tablespoons cornstarch 
Toasted almons (optional) 

Cook pork and mushrooms in 

hot lard until lightly brown. Add 

onions, celery, seasonings, and 
boullion. Cover and cook until ten¬ 

der, about half an hour. Add soy 

sauce, well drained bean sprouts, 

and additional seasonings, if nec¬ 
essary. Thicken with cornstarch 

mixed to a paste with a little wa¬ 

ter. Cook slowly for about ten 

minutes. 

Serve on hot rice or fried noodles 

and sprinkle with whole toasted al¬ 
monds, if desired. 

Handy Little Helper 
A handy little helper for the 

housewife when she is pressing is 

called a “press mit.” A glove-like 
pad made of cotton duck, it helps 
the ironer get at fancy sleeves, 

coat shoulder, surved seams, and 
hard-to-press places. The press-mit 

is placed under the part to be iron¬ 
ed and makes the job easier. It is 

also good for removing occasional 
wrinkles in a garment without the 
need of setting up an ironing 
board. 

New household gloves of neo¬ 

prene rubber made with knitted 
cotton and soft napped linings 

make even window washing less 
of a chore. One notable feature 

of the new gloves is the ease with 
which they can be slipped on and 
off. If the telephone or doorbell 
interrupts a household task, they 
cam be taken off in a few seconds. 

New Household Gloves 
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You Can do your Own Window Dressing 

There's a wide choice of treatment for every window depending upon 
the effect you want to achieve and the period trend of your room. The four 
sketches above are examples of draperies you can make yourself. 

If you think interior decorating 

is a fascinating subject, you’ll love 
making your own draperies, for 

they can do wonders for a room 

that needs a fresh outlook. 

Almost any material can be used 

for draperies but there are prac¬ 

tical points and style distinctions 

Direction Leaflet 
A four-page illustrated diretv 

tion leaflet, entitled HOW TO 

MAKE DRAPERIES giving de¬ 
tailed instruction on drapery¬ 
making is available to you. Send 

a stamped, self-addressed envel¬ 

ope to Kay Conlan, Illinois REA 
News, Box 1180, Springfield, Illi¬ 

nois for your leaflet, or ask for 

it with your other pattern re¬ 
quests. 

to be considered. Take time to 

select fabrics for your draperies 

. . . color, texture and pattern are 
all important. 

Study the other furnishings in 

the room and in adjoining rooms, 

and decide the effect you wish to 

create. The window treatment 
should harmonize with the other 
furnishings; tying the whole room 

together and making it appear as 

a unit. 

If there is considerable pattern 
in the walls and furnishings, it is 

wise to select fabrics with no pat¬ 
tern or those that appear plain. If 

the walls and furnishings are 
plain, then patterned draperies— 
if skillfully used—wall add interest 
and tone to the room. 

Consider Budget 
You’ll find fabrics suitable for 

draperies at dress-goods counters 
as well as in drapery departments. 
Consider your needs and the money 

your budget will allow for the 

drapes. 

It is important to know whether 

the material can be laundered suc- 

cussfully or must be dry cleaned. 

Check the label for information 

about shrinkage. Unless it car¬ 

ries a percentage guarantee, al¬ 

lowance must be made for shrink¬ 

age. Quality of material is just as 

important as color and pattern and 

should be determined before final 

selection is made. 

Use a buttonhold stitch for sew¬ 
ing on hooks and eyes or snaps to 

eliminate frequent repetition of 

the job. 

Cabbage and Apples Combine 
To Make Delicious Hot Dish 

Two fall plentifuls combined 

make a mighty appetizing dish for 

chilly evening meals. Scalloped 

Cabbage and Apples is easily pre¬ 

pared as follows: 

2 quarts shredded cabbage 
1 quart tart sliced apples 
2 teaspoons salt c 
1 teaspoon sugar 
2 to 4 tablespoons butter 
1 cup buttered bread crumbs 

In a greased baking dish place 

alternate layers of the cabbage and 

apples, seasoning each with salt 

and fat and sprinkling the sugar 

on the apples. Over the last layer 

spread the buttered crumbs. 

‘ Cover and bake In a moderate 

oven for 45 minutes, or until the 

cabbage and apples are tender. To¬ 

ward the last, remove the cover so 
the crumbs can brown. Serve in 
the baking dish. 

Gift Potholder Trio 

COLORFUL CROCHETED 

POTHOLBERS in red and white 
cotton or two other bright colors 

will always be welcomed as a gift 

by your friends. And, if you want 

to avoid the last minute rush, it’s 

not a bit too early to be thinking 

about Christmas presents. A di¬ 
rection leaflet for making the pot- 

holders is available by sending a 

stamped, self-addressed envelope 

to Kay Conlan, Illinois REA News, 

Box 1180, Springfield, Illinois. 

iHiimdiuimiiiimmmiiiiiiimiiumi 

Pattern List 
Christmas is on our mind—yes, 

so soon! And it isn’t a bit too early 

if you’re making your own gifts for 

Santa’s pack. Our first sugges¬ 

tions appear this month, so look 
over the pattern list and see if 

you don’t find the answer to some 

of your gift problems. Next month 

we’ll have even more suggestions 

ready for you. 

Address your requests to Kay 
Conlan, Illinois REA News, Box 

1180, Springfield Including a 
STAMPED, SELF - ADDRESSED 

envelope for every FOUR patterns 

you request. Order as many as you 

like—the leaflets are all free! 

Ideas For Fun 

Hallowe’en Hokum 

A “Witch Party” 

Miniature Circus 

Blessed Event Shower 
Hooking With Crepe Paper 

Bridal Table Decorations 
Toys 

Pompon Cat and Kittens 

Saddle Horse 

Stocking Dolls 

Horse 
Items to Crochet 

Puff Stitch Afghan 
Frothy Lace Doily 

Two-Tone Afghan (squares) 
Sweet Clover Tablecloth (squaxes) 

Beige Wool Hat 

Bread Tray Ruffle 
! Small Crocheted Rug 

Oval Ruffle Doily 
Ornamental Edgings 

Women Border Place Mats 

Small Doily Set—Triffles 

Kitten Design Rug 

Sport Gloves 
Corner Lace for Handkerchiefs 

Centerpiece with Pineapple Points 
Pansy Doily 

Pineapple Edged Chair Set 

Crocheted Hat with Brim 
Sunburst Doily 

Pineapple Luncheon Set 

Double Ruffle Doily 

Pinwheel Bedspread 
Tulip Tablecloth 
Pineapple Buffet Set 
Pineapple Vanity Set 

Lacy Table Doily 

Handkerchief Edgings 

Flowered Scatter Rug 
Irish Crochet Tablecloth 

Items to Sew 

Mexican Motif Place Set 

Jersey Nightie 

How To Make Drapexies 

Colorful Print Apron 

Child’s Plastic Bib 
Hot Plate Set—Quilted 

Applique Hand Towel 

Burlap Rustic Place Mats 

Plastice Apron Kitchen Ensemble 

Two Chintz Potholders 

Tea Apron 
Sweaters 

Man’s Ribbed Sweater 
Short Sleeved Dressy Sweater 
Blouse-Cardigan, Sizes 12, 14, 16 

Boy, Girl School Sweaters 

Softie Blouse (sizes 2, 4) 
Man’s Sleeveless Slipon 
Tri-Color Sweater 

Helpful Hints 

Care of Home Furnishings 
Sewing with Plastics 
Sewing Tips 

Items to Knit- 

Men’s Mittens, Socks 
Knitted Chair Set 

Let's Have A— 
(From Page Eight) 

mouth. Then let each guest choose 

his own. 
For a variation on an old theme 

let the gang conduct a donut duck¬ 

ing contest. Place donuts in bowls 

filled with whipped cream or 

meringue. The contestants hands 

are placed behind their backs and 

the contestants are wrapped well 
in napkins or aprons. First one 

to lap up the donut is the winner. 

After the fun and frolic of your 

Hallowe’en Donut Party this fall, 

we’ll wager you’ll make a resolu¬ 

tion to hold such a party every 

year. 

Potatoes No Longer Arm- 
Job With Electric Mixer 

Mixing Speeds Set By 
Dial On Motor Front liiR'mssissmnuamsnetsmHmfiiimEi 

From Our Mailbag 

“We are members of Jo-Cari-oll 

Electric CDcpecative and enjoy 

reading all parts of our Illinois 

REA News.”—Mrs. Albert Adolph- 

er, Chadwick, 111. 

* » * 

"I thank you for affording me 

the opportunity of obtaining new 

patterns. They will give me great 

pleasure and I enjoy this sort of 

work. I am a R. E. A. member and 

was a. charter member of our co¬ 

operative. We have all the conven¬ 

iences electricity will afford in our 

home and on our farm, unless it 
will in time bring us telephones al¬ 
so. Thanking you for your good 
work and all kindnesses.” Mrs. 

Myrtle Hartley Crow, RFD 1, De- 
Soto, 111. 

“Rural electric cooperative e- 

lectricity furnishes electricity for 
our business place, the Mill Cafe 

at Mt. Olive, but our home is in 
Staunton. I enjoy reading ILLIN¬ 

OIS REA NEWS and your page 
especially. Thanking you for the 
patterns.” Mrs. Joe Makula, 615 

So. Union St.. Staunton, 111. 

A completely re-designed port¬ 

able electric mixer which weighs 

only three and one-half pounds 
without the base has been de¬ 

signed by a manufacturer of home 

appliances so that homemakers 

need no longer have an arm- 
wearying job when whipping po¬ 

tatoes and making frostings right 

on the range. The mixer power 

unit is easily removed from its 

base so that it can be carried to 

mix the foods while they are being 
cooked or wherever there is a mix¬ 

ing job to be done. 

The mixer motor has been 

placed in a horizontal position to 

give the appliance a new, low line 
that makes it possible to store the 

unit in small space. 
Three beaters provide triple¬ 

whipping action and the mixing 

speed selection is made through a 
multi-speed selector dial on the 

front of the motor. Cleaning of the 
removable beater has been simpli¬ 

fied by the elimination of the 
center shaft between the blades. 

With one quick twist, the mixer 
can be inverted for use with the 

juice extractor which comes with 

the mixer along with two different 

size mixing bowls. 

One prettily flared skirt, two separate toppers, and your youngster is 
well ahead with her wardrobe. This three-piece knitwear features a candy- 
stripe jacket with buttons up the front to a pointed collar. The horizontal 
stripes match the skirt color. To wear with little blouses, there’s a brief 
bolero in the skirt color, too. All three pieces knit up quickly, but it’s not a 
bit too early to start if the oufit is to be under the tree with other gifts from 
Santa Claus. Your direction leaflet for GIRL’S SKIRT BOLERO sizes 
8-10-12 may be obtained by sending a stamped, self-addressed envelope to 
Kay Conlan, Illinois REA news. Box 1180, Springfield, Illinois. 

Hand Knits For Small Glamour Girls 
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NEWS FROM 
Egyptmn Co-op 

SteclviDe, Ulinois 

R. S. HOLT, Mgr. 

TELEPHONE NUMBERS FOR 
OUTAGE CALLS 

Call Office at Steeleville No. 68R2 
between 8:00 A.M. & 4:30 P.M. ex¬ 
cept Sundays and holidays, or if 
closer 

Call Warehouses at Carbondale No. 
25-F-12 between 8:00 A.M. & 4:30 
P.M. except Sundays, Saturday and 
holidays. 

After office hours call the following 
nearest telephone: 
Alvin Long, Carbondale. No. 30-F-ll 
John Shriver, Chester, No. 544-R 
Robert Huddleston, Steeleville, No. 

43-F-41 
William Muench, Steeleville, No. 

82-R-12. 
In case of an outage, check to see 

if your neighbors have service. If 
not, call the nearest telephone listed 
collect. If your collect call is not ac¬ 
cepted, you will know that the outage 
has already been reported and is being 
taken care of. 

A crowd of over 3,000 people 

gathered this year for the annual 

meeting of the Egyptian Electric 

Co-op, to hear reports of the direc¬ 

tors and manager on the operation 

and construction activities of their 

co-operative. 

For the information of those people 

who were unable to attend, a large 
tent was put up 
for the business 
meeting and 
plenty of seats 
were available. 
Also two large 
appliance display 
tents were used. 
We asked all1 in¬ 
terested dealers 
in our territory 

to display their merchandise so that 
the members would have an oppor¬ 
tunity to compare and examine the 
various new appliances now on the 
market. 

The reports of the officers and 
manager revealed that over 500 new 
farms had received service during 
the past year. Interest and principal 
payments on our loan, as well as all 
other operating expenses such as sales 
tax, property tax, etc., are all being 
paid out of our current monthly in¬ 
come. You members, who own and 
operate this cooperative, can indeed 
be proud of the efficient operation of 
your cooperative. 

DIRECTORS 
Since it costs over $1,000 to pro¬ 

vide free lunch and drinks at the 
annual meeting, the board of direc¬ 
tors felt that this large expense should 
be eliminated this year, and the mem¬ 
bers were asked to bring their lunch 
or buy it on the grounds where a 
unch stand was made available. 

The Board of Directors now con- 
lists of the following members: Presi¬ 
dent John I. Pyatt, Pinckney ville; 
Vice President R. V. Blacklock, Ver- 
gennes; Secretary-Treasurer Harry 
Sickmeyer, Campbell Hill; Directors: 
George Pape, Jacob; Ed. Stellhom, 
Evansville; Harry Doiron, Prairie du 
Rocher; Frank Easdale, Coulterville; 
Louis Dietz, DeSoto; Thomas T. 
Torrens, Pinckney ville. 

One of the main events in our 
program was the address by Paul 
H. Douglas, US Senator from Illin¬ 
ois. Our members were very much 
interested in his viewpoint on rural 
telephones and his promised support 
of this very important bill. Charley 
Stookey and Shucks Austin's Gang 
provided the entertainment and laughs 

* *nd did a fine job. 

OUTAGES 

We are getting much better co¬ 
operation on the reporting of out¬ 
ages. It is most important that all 
outages, whether they be individual 
or a whole line, be reported promptly. 
Don't wait for your neighbor to call. 
We can dispatch a lineman to the 
source of the outage by means of 
our two-way radio within a short 
time after you report the trouble. 
Your help on prompt repeating will 
mean much better service for you 
and your neighbors. 

— Also it might be well to mention 
at this time that some of the brush 

in the fence rows under the electric 
line is getting pretty big. Why not 
cut this brush when you have a little 
spare time this Fall. This brush may 
cause you and your cooperative an 
expensive outage. By working to¬ 
gether on this brush problem we can 
eliminate many of the trouble calls 
and you will be able to get much 
better electric service. 

OPERATING STATISTICS 
August, 1949 

Miles Energized   
Revenue per mile   
Connected members   
Density per mile   
Average bill   
verage KWH used   
KWH sold    

  1372 
 $18.44 
  4008 
 2.92 
 $6.07 
  150.4 
 606.246 

August, 1948 

Miles Energized     1189 
Revenue per mile     $15.24 
Connected members   3453 
Density per mile     2.90 
Average bill    $5.30 
Average. KWH used ...  124.8 
KWH sold    426,714 

NEWS ITEMS 

Mark V. Marcinkowski, Chester, 
writes: “I received my billing book 
yesterday. Mother and I want to 
thank you and the co-op for bring¬ 
ing us electricity, we sure appreci¬ 
ate it. We wil get our refrigerator 
in a few days and intend to get an 
electric range later. Also wish to thank 
the construction crew.” 

Alvin McMaster, RFD 2, Box 147, 
Sparta, would like to sell a 3 H.P. 
single phase motor, price $50. Mrs. 
Dora Eckert, Jacob, writes that she 
has installed a new electric stove and 
likes it fine. 

Mr. Clarence Morber, Murphys- 
boro, writes: "In the Illinois REA 
News we find you have a list of 
electrical appliances that have been 
purchased by members. Since the 
linemen finished our line, we have 
purchased a radio, iron, washing 
machine, and a hot point electric 
range. We are sure surprised at the 
low cost of the electrical appliances 
and plan to buy more as we can. 
We want to thank the REA and 
linemen for their speedy service of 
building the line to our place during 
those hot days when they worked.” 

(Note: Your Cooperative employ¬ 
ees and Board of Directors are 
truly grateful for the many fine 
letters received from you members. 
Please keep sending your lettersJ 

WANTED 

Young man with high school or 
better education, experience not a 
necessity. Good personality and 
character required. Good working 
conditions, fair salary and a good 
future for the right person. If in¬ 
terested apply at once by letter or 
in person to the manager of the 
Egyptian Electric Co-op Ass’n., 
Steeleville. 

For sale: At less than cost price— 
No. 12—2 wire romex at 3 cents 
per foot in full rolls. No. 14—2 wire 
romex at 2J4 cents per foot in full 
rolls. • 

NEWS FROM 
Corn Belt 

Bloomington, 11L 

T. H. HAFER, Supt 

it 
We want to again call attention 

of our members to the fact that it 

is important that they return to the 

co-op their meter cards for each 

billing period promptly. These 
cards sould be 
marked and re¬ 
turned within 
two days after 
they are re¬ 
ceived. 

This is very 
important in or¬ 
der that the 
billing depart¬ 
ment in your 

co-op office can get your bills out 

to you correctly. When these cards 

are not in the office in time for the 

biHing the bills are estimated. We 

have several cases where a member 

has started using more current but 

the estimated bills are made up on 

the average of previous use and in 

some of these cases, when the 

member does get a reading in, he 

finds that he has a bill several 

times as high as he used to have 
and is very much surprised. 

We had one which amounted to 
nearly $100 which had accumulated 
over part billing periods because 
the member had failed to return 
his meter card promptly. Don’t let 
this happen to you. 

STATE MEETING 

The annual meeting of the Asso¬ 
ciation of Illinois Electric Cooper¬ 
atives is reported in detail in this 
issue. ' We want our members to 
know that your Board of Direc¬ 
tors is active in this state associa¬ 
tion because of its value to all the 
cooperatives in securing the most 
advantageous electric service. We 
hope you will read all about it in 
the other news items in this issue. 

Those from your co-op attending 
were: Walter Risser, president; 
Mrs. Ruth Otto, secretary: W. B. 
Ellis, Mrs. Ethel Moon, Ivan Snow, 
H. O. Groves, directors; and T. H. 
Hafer, manager, Mrs. Ellis and 
Mrs. Hafer also attended. 

ACCIDENT 

Two persons received burns when 
they came into contact with a fal¬ 
len line of the Corn Belt Electric 
Co-op of Bloomington. However a 
more serious accident was probably 
averted when the first people to 
arrive on the scene remembered 
some of the safety precautions 
taught them. 

The pole had been broken by 
a falling tree and the line hung 
loosely over the road. The spot 
where the wire hung over the 

road was at the bottom of a 
hill. This made it difficult to be 
seen by anyone driving over 
the hill 

Soon after the accident happen¬ 
ed, a truck came down the road. 
When the driver saw the fallen 
line, he stopped his truck and has¬ 
tened to the nearest house where 
he called the co-op office and re¬ 
ported the down-line. 

He then parked his truck cross¬ 
wise on the road to prevent any¬ 
one from going down, the road. 
But one end of the road was still 
open to traffic. This was the end 
where the hill obstructed the view 
of the fallen line. 

The woman in the house, where 
the truck driver called from, went 
out to the road intending to flag 
the school bus, which was due. 

She saw her husband's car com¬ 
ing over the hill. Although he had 
been warned of the hot wire he 
apparently attempted to drive un¬ 
der it, but the wire caught on one 
of his doors and he had to stop. 

According to an eyewitness, he 
got out of the car, walked around 
to the back, then came back to the 
door. There was a flash and he 
fell to the ground. 

His wife ran to his side, 
somehow coming into contact 
with a ‘hot” area, for, when 
the neighbors reached the 
scene they found her sitting by 
the side of the road, in some¬ 
what of a dazed condition. 

One of the first to reach the 
scene gave the man artificial res¬ 
piration. The woman was taken to 
the hospital. A doctor was called 
for her husband who was later 
taken to the hospital. Both suffer¬ 
ed severe burns on the hands and 
body. 

In the meantime the co-op main¬ 
tenance men had arrived. They 
soon repaired and re-energized the 
wire. The manager of the co-op 
congratulated all the people who 
had helped in preventing what 
could have been a major accident. 

Refueling hazards, falls from the 
machine, overturning of the tractor, 
and unguarded power drives are the 
causes of most tractor accidents. 

NEWS FROM 
Illinois Valley 

Princeton, 111. 
F. L RUBLE, Mgr. 

Mailing Address: 430 South 
Main Street 

Telephone: 135 
Office ours: 8:00 A. M. to 5 

P. M. (Monday through Sat¬ 
urday) 

Telephone Numbers for Out¬ 
ages: 
In case of interrupted service 

at any time other that the regu¬ 
lar office hours, call one of the 
following numbers: 

Milford Jontz, General Fore¬ 
man, Phone 288, Princeton 

Floyd Christiansen, Mainten¬ 
ance Foreman, Phone 2889, 
Princeton 

The 10th annual meeting has 
been held and as you read this 
column, we trust you were among 
those who attended and met your 
fellow members. It was your meet¬ 
ing and as one of the share-holders 
in this $1,500,000 business the re¬ 
ports of its progress would have 
proved the worth of your invest¬ 

ment. One gets 
as much out of 
reliable invest¬ 
ments or parti- 
cip atio n in 
meetings as he 
gives. Your di- 
vidend was 
your attend¬ 
ance, interest 
and participa¬ 

tion in the meeting. A full report 
of the 10th annual meeting will 
be presented in the November is¬ 
sue of your Illinois REA News. 

PRESS PUBLICIZED MEETING 

Newspapers published in the area 
served by your cooperative coop¬ 
erated fully in publicizing the 10th 
annual meeting. The Bureau Coun¬ 
ty Tribune, Princeton, with a cir¬ 
culation of 5000 subscribers’ in 
Bureau and neighboring counties 
devoted several pages to news copy 
and pictures to give to its readers 
first hand information on Illinois 
Valley Electric Cooperative and 
rural electrification program. 

The cooperation of the press is 
sincerely appreciated by the man¬ 
agement and your board of direc¬ 
tors. 

TRIBUTE 
The sincere thanks of the mem¬ 

bership is extended to President L. 
F. Boyle, for his sincerity, loyalty, 
devotion ‘and leadership during the 
years he served as a director and 
president of Illinois Valley Electric 
Cooperative. It was with deep re¬ 
gret that the board accepted 
Mr. Boyle’s announcement that he 
would not be a candidate for re- 
election this year because of ill 
health. 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE 

Co-op President L. F. Boyle, 
whose term expired this year, re¬ 
quested that his name be omitted 
from the list of members recom¬ 
mended by the nominating com¬ 
mittee for election at the 10th an¬ 
nual meeting. 

Members nominated, each for a 
three year term, were: Eileen 
Slingsby, Utica, Ray H. Jackson, 
Toulon and Dawson (Tony) Glenn, 
Magnolia. It was the privilege of 
members to make additional nomi¬ 
nations from the floor at the meet¬ 
ing. 

HOME EC. PROGRAM 

A program of direct interest to 
all homemakers and future home¬ 
makers was held in Princeton, Sep¬ 
tember 28. The program was spon¬ 
sored by the Home Economics de¬ 
partment of the Princeton High 
School and planned by Miss Fran¬ 
ces Malsbury, Home Ec. Instructor 
in conjunction with Fred E. Darr, 

public relations director of your 
cooperative. 

Invitations were extended to all 
home ec. classes and homemaker 
clubs in the county. C. Agnes Wil¬ 
son, regional home economist with 
the REA, presented a talk on 
“Electrical Appliances” and “Light¬ 
ing.” A sound movie “Dawn of Bet¬ 
ter Living” was also shown. 

Miss Wilson also presented a 
program for the Bureau County 
Home Bureau annual meeting held 
at the Congregational Church in 
Princeton, September 29. 

. PROGRAM SERVICE 

With the beginning of the school 
year, community clubs and other 
groups will again become active. 
Your cooperative invites the pro¬ 
gram chairmen of these organiza¬ 
tions to contact Fred E. Darr, pub¬ 
lic relations director, and request 
his assistance in helping plan a 
program for your club. Write Mr. 
Darr at your co-op office, 430 
South Main Street, Princeton. 

NEWS FROM 
Clinton County 

Breese, QL 

JOSEPH HEIMANN, Supt. 

Plan now to attend the annual 
meeting, Thursday, October 20th. 
Starting 12:30 p. m. at Breese High 
School Gymnasium; The program 
will include: reports from the offi¬ 
cers and the managers, election of 
three trustees, and entertainment. 
Prizes will be awarded. 

The Clinton County Electric Co- 
operative is 
owned by those 
it serves. You 
as owner mem¬ 
ber should be 
vitally interest¬ 
ed in the affairs 
of this organiz¬ 
ation. You show 
your interest by 

J. H. Heitnann attending t Ii e 
meeting of the members on Octo¬ 
ber 20th. 

AUGUST OPERATING REPORT 

Miles Energized 634.04 
Revenue per mile 21.03 
Connected Members  17.62 
Average Bill 7.62 
Average KWH   220.05 
KWH Sold  ....385,047 
Vincent Albers, John Vahlkamp, 

Myrtle Dierkes, Robert Holtgrave 
and Joseph H. Heimann attended 
the annual meeting of the Associa¬ 
tion of Illinois Electric Coopera¬ 
tives held in East St. Louis on 
September 8th and 9th. 

NEW APPLIANCES 

Refrigerators: Joe Beckler Sr., 
Lem Eallance, Geo. Schomaker, E. 
M. McKee. 

Ranges: Geo. Schulte, Clarence 
Wellen, Aug. Fehrman. 

Clocks: Alvin Beckmaneyer, 
Charles Boeker, Arthur Haas. 

Motors: Christ Bollmeier, Arthur 
Haas. 

Milk Cooler: Geo. Schulte, Hy. 
W. Eversgerd. 

Fans: Joe Beckler, Sr., Martin 
Wessel. 

Vacuum: Lem Ballance. 
Water Systems: Deo W. Rater- 

mann, Arthur Haas. 

Deep Freeze: M. B. Luebbers, 
Geo. Schulte, Vance B. Elliott, Paul 
Bach. 

Radio: N. K. Meddows. 
Iron: Fred Kolb. 
Washing Machines: Joe Beckler 

Leo Tebbe. 
Stoker: Leo W. Ratermann. 
Pasteurizer: Leo W. Ratermann. 
Sewing Machine: Edward Just, 

August Fehrman. 
Cream Separator: Wm. C. See- 

feldt, Omer Bierman. 
Water Heater: Clarence Wellen. 

LARAMORE and DOUGLASS, Inc. 
ENGINEERS 

Power Plants, Distribution and Transmission Lines 
SYSTEM STUDY SURVEYS 

REA 
79 East Adams Street, Chicago 3, Illinois 

FIELD OFFICE—154 North Market Street, Paxton. Illutoie 

R. S. Holt 

F. L Ruble 
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Heating Home With Electricity 
No Longer Just A Day Dream 

The electric furnace for home heating is no 
longer a dream! Modern all-electric central 
heating has been developed which eliminates 
ashes, soot, flue loss, odor, and the use of gas, 
coal or oil for fuel. 

While the electric furnace will not be com¬ 
mon in homes for some time to come—there 
are certain limitations to its present use—it 
is on its way. In fact, progress on this form 
of heating has proceeded to the point that the 

sensitive to temperature changes and keeps 
the heat at a remarkably uniform level. 
RESULTS 

A tabular presentation of the results fol¬ 
lows: 
Average daily energy consumption, 73.4 Kwh 
Average outside temperature,  31° F. 
Average inside temperature  78° F. 
Average temperature difference outside 

and inside   47° F. 

AN ‘ELECTRIC FURNACE’ takes up little space. Boiler, control panel, switch box are all mounted on a 
compact four foot square panel. Circulatory pump, is at left, not visible. This is one of the first installations in 
Illinois and Florence L. Reller and Edith C, Walsh, who have been using the unit in their Springfield home for a 
year, report satisfactory results with electric heating. 

Illinois REA News is now able to present 
actual operating figures for this type of heat. 

Although the figures represent the results 
of an experimental study, they are reasonably 
reliable and can be used in estimating the 
probable costs of home heating by electricity. 

TEST 
An “all-electric ’ central heating unit pro¬ 

duced by the United States Electro-Heat Cor¬ 
poration at Springfield, was subjected to a 
14-day test conducted by the City, Water, 
Light and Power Company, the city munici¬ 
pal plant, beginning March 10. 1949. 

The room heated was 30 feet long, 20 
feet wide and with a 10-foot ceiling. This 
is approximately the area of a standard four 
or five room house. 

The room contained no wall insulation and 
was of concrete block construction. It had 
concrete floors and a composition ceiling of 
three-fourths inch insulated board. A typical 
commercial built-up roof covered the building 
in which the room was located. There was no 
attic space. 

TYPICAL 
The two weeks during March were con¬ 

sidered typical of the Springfield heating sea¬ 
son. And, as it happened the test was run dur¬ 
ing a low temperature period. 

Sealed meters and recording thermometers 
were used. In addition, a demand meter was 
installed. This latter meter gave the power 
company the hours of the day that could be 
expected to call for the most use of current. 
This is of interest to the company which fore¬ 
sees the installation of large numbers of elec¬ 
tric furnaces in the Springfield vicinity. 

A profile chart kept of the meter and ther¬ 
mometer readers of the period revealed that 
the “all-electric” heating systems is remarkably 

High inside temperature 79.5° F. 
Low inside temperature  77° F. 
High outside temperature  45° F. 
Low outside temperature * 22° F. 
Average mean temperature for Spring- 

field (over several years)  ..40.5° F. 
Using a one cent per kilowatt hour rate 

(available in the Springfield area) the results 
showed that electric heat for an average size j 
home would have a yearly average of only 1 

$125 to $140. 
At those figures, electric heat would cost; 

less that bottledgas and approximately 40 per 
cent more than coal. 

The electric furnace as produced by the 
Springfield company is modeled after some suc¬ 
cessful experimental heating units developed 
in the TVA region. The work is now being 
carried on in Springfield because of the avail¬ 
ability of low cost electricity in that area. 

The unit proper (excluding the circulatory 
pipes, the radiators and circulating pump) is 
mounted on a four foot square panel which 
projects only 14 inches into the room. No 
basement or chimney is needed for the electric 
furnace. 
HEAT OUTPUT 

A standard electric furnace unit produces 
81,888 BTU, or enough heat to take care of 
537 square feet of radiation. The boiler or 
heat generator on the standard unit holds about 
three gallons of water. This is, of course, 
exclusive of the water held in the closed 
system. Lime accumulations from the local 
water supply are of np consequence as the 
water loss is very slight in the system. 

In the operation of the machine, six high¬ 
speed heating elements are installed inside 
the heat generator or boiler. This unit brings 
the water to a temperature of 180° degrees 

(Continued on Page Fifteen) 

Electricity In A Fruit Jar 
A boon to farm folk, is the 

new electric socket which holds 
a regular canning jar as its 
globe. 

Many barns, chicken 
houses and other farm build¬ 
ings have caught fire and 
burned, when there was no 
globe and the arc of an acci¬ 
dentally broken light bulb 
ignited accumulated dust par¬ 
ticles. 

This new type of lighting 
fixture is dust and vapor proof, 
and is designed for use in 
places where dust and vapor 
becomes an electrical wiring 
hazard. 

Very often, dust and vapor 
proof fixtures are not used 
on farms because they are 
priced higher than most other 
types of equipment, but this 
new fixture is very inexpen¬ 
sive and replacements can 
be made conveniently. 
This new “HAYMOW" 

lighting fixture, is entirely in¬ 
sulated. The socket, cover, and 
globe holder are made of heavy 
sections of molded Bakelite. An 
especially important feature is 
its resistance to corrosive ef¬ 
fective of moisture as well as 
mild acid and alkaline atmos¬ 
pheres, such as exist in most 
farm buildings. Danger of ex¬ 

posed metal parts becoming en¬ 
ergized is eliminated. 

Insurance companies and 
inspectors recommend this 
fixture very highly, and since 
its cost is so small, farmers 
would do well to consider its 
values. 

REGULAR canning jar fits 
this socket making a dust and 
vapor proof lighting fixture. 

Barn Drier Revolutionizes 
Old Method of Hay Curing 

It is no longer necessary to 
make hay when the sun shines. 
With the proper equipment, 
good hay can now be made 
whether the sun shines after 
the first day of hay making or 
not. 

Work started 15 years ago 
by TVA engineers has revo¬ 
lutionized hay making. No 
longer is it necessary to lose a 
fourth to a half or more of the 
feed value of legume hay in the 
field. 

Wind, sun, rain, and dew 
each take their toll of leaves, 
vitamins, and digestible nu¬ 
trients from field cured hay. 
The new method gets the hay 
into the barn the same day it 
is cut and avoids nutrient 
losses. 

Many Advantages 
Not only are the nutrient 

losses prevented, but more 

leaves are saved and practi¬ 
cally all the color of the hay 
is maintained. 

Good color in the hay indi¬ 
cates the presence of carotene 
in the hay. Carotene carries 
vitamin A, which stimulates 
milk flow, the reproductive 
processes and the general 
health of the animals eating 
the feed. 

It is known that the leaves 
of alfalfa contain three times 
as much feed value as the 
stems. Leaf shattering of field- 
dried hay causes unnecessary 
loss of feed value. Hay con¬ 
taining all the leaves and most 
of the color is estimated to be 
worth from five to 10 dollars 
more per ton than hay cured 
by conventional methods. 

New Method 
In the new method hay cut in 

the morning of a bright warm 
(Continued on Page Fifteen) 

ELECTRIC MOTORS power fans which push air through this system 
of ducts circulating upward to dry hay. Barn drying takes much of the risk 
out of hay curing besides producing superior quality. 
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Behind Scenes Work of Underwriters’ 
Laboratories Safeguards Farm Equipment 

Types of Motors 
With Uses Given 

Vary 
Them 

The widespread use of elec¬ 
tricity on the farms has made it 
necessary that fire and shock- 
proof equipment be available 
for use. One of the safeguards 
in buying electrical appliances 
and motors is to determine if 
that equipment bears the “Un¬ 
derwriters” label. However, in 
spite of the fact that wise 
buyers insist upon this pro¬ 
tection, many farmers are not 
aware of the meaning of this 
service. 

Underwriters’ Laboratories, 
Inc., is a non-profit service or¬ 
ganization, sponsored by the 
National Board of Fire Under¬ 
writers (an insurance group). 
It was organized in 1894 for 
the purpose of reducing life 
and property losses. It’s work 
is the examining and testing of 
products which have, or may 
have, some relation to life, fire, 
accident, or crime hazards. The 
work with electrical equipment 
is only one phase of its ac¬ 
tivities. 

The various products inves¬ 
tigated are submitted voluntar¬ 
ily by manufacturers to one 
of the Underwriters’ testing 
stations in either Chicago, New 
York or San Francisco. 

Engineers Test 
These tests are conducted by 

specially trained engineers. 
These men are chosen for their 
specific knowledge in various 
fields such as electricity and 
safety. Although they are un¬ 
known to the ultimate user of 
the equipment, the engineers 
are the key men in the program. 

Corps of the engineers 
are constantly at work on 
conduit, wire, switches, 
fuses, circuit breakers, and 
other kinds of permanent 
wiring systems for buildings 
of all kinds. Electrically- 
operated farm equipment 
from milking machines to 
electric fence controllers and 
lightning protection systems 
are examined and tested. 

In addition, almost all types 
of domestic electrical appli¬ 
ances are examined by the 
Laboratories’ electrical engin¬ 
eers to help eliminate as far 
as is commercially practicable 
the dangers to uses of these de¬ 
vices from normal use and 
even from abuse. 

Value 
The magnitude and value of 

this work can be fully realized 
when it is remembered that 
more than 25-million homes in 
the United States are wired 
for electricity and that millions 
of electrical devices are used 
in industry and commerce. 

The Underwriters’ Labora¬ 
tories have examined some 25,- 
000 types of articles submitted 
by 4500 manufacturers in its 
55 years of history. Some 
300.000 different products have 
been approved. In 1948 more 
than 700-million individual ar¬ 
ticles were produced in this 
country which carried the ap¬ 
proval of the testing organiza¬ 
tion. (These numbers refer to 
the entire work of the labora¬ 
tories not electrical equipment 
alone.) 

Typical of the work done in 
the electrical field is the ex¬ 
amination of building wire. Tn 
1948 approximately 1,500,000 
miles of insulated wire was 
produced in the U. S. that bore 
the safety label. Investigation 
of this wire for original ap¬ 
proval of the design includes 
careful measurement of the 
cross-sectional area of the cop¬ 
per conductors to determine 
their ability to carry the rated 

a 

current of the particular size of 
wire without overheating. 

Must Conform 
The thickness of the insula¬ 

tion on the wire must conform 
with the requirements for the 
type of wire and the conductor 
must be centered in the insula- j 
tion so that there will be no 
thin spots through which there : 
may be a breakdown to an op-! 
posite potential conductor or'! 
to grounded metal. 

Chemical tests are made 
on the insulation to deter¬ 
mine that the constituents of 
the compound are suitable 
and that the compound is 
satisfactory. Physical 
stretching and recovery tests 
of the insulation indicate its 
quality and ite ability to 
“stand up” in years to come. 
Farm equipment, such as, 

electric fence controllers, are 
also given very comprehensive 
tests. First of all, the engineers s 

determine that excessive tem¬ 
peratures will not be reached 
which might cause a fire. They 
operate the controller under 
the worst conditions for days 
recording the temperatures on 
the mounting surface, on the 
wiring, etc. 

Then the current that is 
fed out through the fence is 
determined. If this current 
exceeds the figure which is 
hazardous to children or 
adults, the Underwriters' 
Laboratories insist that an 

interrupting means be pro¬ 
vided in the secondary which 
automatically turns the cir¬ 
cuit on and off with the “off” 
period longer than the “on” 
period. Many deaths and 
serious accidents have oc¬ 
curred from unlisted electric 
fence controllers because 
they did not have this pro¬ 
tective feature. 
Checking of equipment does 

not stop at the testing stations. 
Field inspectors are sent out 
from the Laboratories at regu¬ 
lar intervals. These inspectors 
visit the plants manufacturing 
approved equipment to see that 
the high standard of safety is 
being maintained. They also 
repeat some of the original 
tests. 

It should be kept in mind 
that about one-half of the 
products tested fail to pass 
on their first trip to the in¬ 
specting and testing labora¬ 
tories. Some of these are, of 
course, redesigned and after 
two or more submittals are 
eventually approved. Others, 
however, are never returned 
to the Laboratories for a 
second investigation. 
This last statement should 

serve as a warning. Some 
equipment always gets into the 
market which does not have an 
“Underwriters’ Label or some 
comparable mark of approval. 
Buying of unapproved equip¬ 
ment is taking a gamble which 
no one can dare risk. 

Electricity Saves Over 500 
Man-Hours of Work On Farm 

A farmer located near War¬ 
ren, Ohio, saved a total of 535 
man-hours on his farm in the 
first year of electrification! 

Here is how the figure was 
arrived at: y 

The installation of an elec¬ 
tric water pump saved 175 
hours formerly spent in water¬ 
ing the dairy herd. An electric 
emery wheel for sharpening 
tools cut 132 Hours. In the 
house, an electric washer cut 
144 hours from the weekly 
wash job; and electric iron 
eliminated 48 hours more and 
electric lights saved 36 hours 

spent cleaning and filling kero¬ 
sene lamps. 

Dairy Work Cut 
In the first year of electrifi¬ 

cation, the dairy required 141 
! fewer hours of work although 
i the number of cattle was in- 
' creased by 36 per cent. 
I In addition to the man-hour 
i savings, the family is finding 
i that as the electrification of 
i their farm progresses, that a 
j higher income is but one of the 
many considerations that favor 

| electricity. The various labor- 
! saving devices have already re¬ 
moved considerable drudgery 
from their farm work and allow 

I them more leisure and comfort. 

FARM EQUIPMENT, such as fence controllers, are 
given comprehensive tests by Llnderwriters’ Laboratories to 
determine their fitness. Here a UL engineer tests current on j 
an electric fence. Any electrical equipment that bears the 
Underwriters’ Label means it has been approved after thorough 
examination and found satisfactory. Buying electrical equip¬ 
ment without the label or some camparable mark of approval, 
is taking an unnecessary gamble. 

-—Photo by Underwriter Laboratories, Inc. 

(Second In Series) 

A survey has shown that most 

farmers have only single phase el¬ 
ectric service. As a result they use 

only single phase motors and the 

discussion will refer to those mo¬ 
tors. (In electricity, the phase re¬ 
fers to the strength of an alternat¬ 

ing current when referred to a 

standard position or a given in¬ 
stant or starting.) 

The three types of single phase 

motors best suited for farm use 
are (1) split phase induction motor, 
(2) capacitor-start-induction mo¬ 

tor, and (3) repulsion-start induc¬ 
tion run motor. There are other 

types of single phase motor, but 
they are not generally as desirable 
as the three listed. 

Split Phase InducKon 

A split phase motor is the lowest 

in first cost of the three types of 
motors. Its operating characteris¬ 
tics are the least desirable of the 

three. This type, because of its 
power limitations, should not -be 

used on machines that are hard to 

start or to bring up to full speed. 

Thus, it is not suitable for many 
farm machines. 

In other words, this type of 
motor requires a relatively 
large amount of current to 
start and come up to full speed. 
The starting current may be 
seven to nine times the full 
load current. This motor is not 
made in sizes •over one-half 
horsepower because of the ex¬ 
cessive starting and accelerat¬ 
ing current. 

This high starting current is un¬ 
desirable in many situations be¬ 
cause very large wires are neces¬ 

sary if the motor is to have *its 
full, though limited, starting abil¬ 
ity. When improperly installed, or 

when used on circuits in buildings 
with too small wiring, it causes 

lights to flicker when starting. 

Capacitor-Start 

This is a more expensive motor 
than the split-phase induction* mo¬ 

tor. It can be distinguished from 

the other types by the cylinder 
containing the capacitor which is 

normally mounted on top of the 
motor. 

It’s characteristics make it a 
better type of .motor for hard start¬ 
ing loads. The starting current 

needed for this motor is about one- 
half that needed for the split 

phase motor on equal loads. 

Motors of this type are manu¬ 

factured in fractional horsepower 

sizes up to 20 horsepower. How¬ 
ever, power distributors generally 
limit the maximum size of motors 
on single phase lines to either five 
or seven and one-half horsepower. 

Repulsion-Start Motors 

This is a very adaptable type of 

motor for general farm use. It is 

really two motors built into one 

frame. This motor starts as a re¬ 

pulsion motor, but when the neces¬ 

sary spee^ is reached, it operates 

as an induction motor. 

The starting current for this 

motor is very low as compared 

to the other two types. This is 
an added advantage, as smaller 

wiring can be used to supply 

current to this motor as com¬ 

pared to the other types on 
cimilar loads and at equal dis¬ 

tances from the meter or dis¬ 
tribution panel. 

The repulsion-start induction 

motor is best suited for general 
farm needs where the same motor 
is used on several machines. It is 
highly recommended for farm use. 

It is manufactured in fractional 
and integral horsepower sizes. 

Power line operators generally lim¬ 
it its use to five or seven and one- 
half horsepower. 

Cream separators, hammer mills, 

ensilage cutters and large volume 
blower fans are efficiently operated 
with this type of motor. 

Other Motor Types 

The universal motor is commonly 
used. It gets its name from its abil¬ 
ity to operate on either alternat¬ 
ing or direct current. It depends 

on its load to control its speed, 

and consequently has very poor 
speed regulation. 

The main application of the uni¬ 
versal motor is for small house¬ 
hold appliances, such as food mix¬ 
ers or vacum cleaners. It is not 

recommended for general farm use. 

Fractional Motors 

Fractional horsepower motors 
are those rated at les sthan one 

horsepower. They are made in the 
three major types previously des¬ 
cribed. They can be operated on 
115 volts, but 230 volts give better 

operating results for one-half 
horsepower or larger sizes. Wiring 

changes within the motor must be 
made to change from 115 volts to 
230 volts, or vice versa. 

Many fractional horsepower mo¬ 

tors are permanently attached to 
the machines they operate because 
of the frequency of using the ma¬ 

chines. However, many machines 
can be fitted with interchangeable 

attachments and the motor used as 
a portable motor. 

Integral Motors 

These motors are one horsepower 

or larger in size. 

Split phase motors are not made 
in sizes larger than one-half horse¬ 
power. The other types may be ob¬ 

tained up to 10 horsepower sizes. 

Various co-ops may limit the sizes 
of motors on their lines. 

For A Modern Home .... Install A 

SEPTIC TANK 
• Precast Concrete 

• Steel Reinforced 

• 550 Gallon Capacity 

Factory-made circular, con¬ 
crete septic tank, ready for in¬ 
stallation. Capacity 550 gal¬ 
lons. large enough for average 
rural family use. Conforms to 
requirements of State Depart¬ 
ment of Public Health. 

Manufactured, Delivered and Installed by the following 
Companies—contact one nearest you for free details: 

Mortarless Masonry Co. 
2150 Enterprise Street 
Springfield, Illinois 

Walter Cortelyou 
Bushnell, Illinois 

Klueter Brothers 
Rural Route No. 2 
Edwardsville, Illinois 

Vernon Siefert 
328 Goodrich Street 
Kewanee, Illinois 
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Like Luxury Living? Then Make Barn Drier— 
((From Page Thirteen) 

An Alarm Clock Electric Timer 
day is raked at noon, or when 
the moisture content is reduced 
to 40 per cent. It is then put 

How does this appeal to you? A pleasant 
good morning to music via your radio pre-set 
to the right station and volume; the furnace 
thermostat turned up without getting out of 
bed; the baby s bottle warmer turned on while 
you catch chose last 40 winks; or, the elec¬ 
tric coffee pot turned on in the kitchen while 
you slip out of your pajamas in the bedroom. 

Too good to be true? Not for the handy 
home mechanic, who by following the instruc¬ 
tions in this article, can make an electrical 
time switch from an alarm clock. All that is 
needed are a few simple tools, a rectangular- 
base mechanical alarm clock and about 85 
cents worth of electrical and other supplies. £ a £ e " X 7 

v S'ox 

The general idea of the device is that when 
the alarm clock key starts to unwind (Fig. 2), 
a wooden arm on the key trips a lever at¬ 
tached to an inexpensive toggle-switch, closing 
the house-lighting circuit to the desired appli¬ 
ances. 

(Incidentally, the position of the switch can 
be reversed and the chicken-house lights can 
be turned off at night without your going out 
of the house!) 
LIST OF MATERIALS 

Here are the materials needed to make 
the alarm clock timer: 

A rectangular-base mechanical alarm clock, 
from which the alarm bell and hammer have 
been removed (unless you want the noise, 
too!). 

An ordinary 35-cent toggle wall switch. 
A triple electric outlet. 
Two short lengths of window-shade stick 

or other light x wood slat material. 
A 2” flat washer. 
A 1” x 4” x 7” wood block for the base. 
Extension cord of desired length. 
Glue. 
Sealing Wax or Finger-nail polish. 
Felt or heavy clofti for base. 

HOW TO ASSEMBLE 
By following these instructions step-by-step 

and studying the diagrams which illustrate this 
article, the alarm clock-timer can be easily 
assembled. 

In one corner of the wooden base (A), 
cut a shallow recess to receive the base of the 

^ r«,\ EzS-S) 
F

'3-3 

clock (B). (This will keep the force of the 
trip-lever from moving the clock.) 

Bend one ear of the toggle switch (C) and 
mount it on the opposite corner of the base, 
as shown in Fig. 1. The acuteness of the bend 
will depend on the size and design of the 
clock and the length of the trip-lever (D). 
Fasten the triple outlet (E) to the base, and 
connect outlet, switch and extension cord, as 
shown. 
TRIP LEVER 

The trip-lever is a piece of window-shade 
stick (or other light material) of the right 
length, notched at one end to fit over the 

-toggle-switch handle and glued in place, as in 
Fig. 2. 

The cam arm (F) which actuates the trip 
lever is a shorter strip of window-shade stick, 
drilled and slotted in the middle to fit over the 
wings of the alarm-winder key and notched 
at one end to receive a Yl' washer, offset as 
shown at G, Fig. 3. 

IMPORTANT. The arm should be long 
enough to catch on the set-time knob as the 
alarm unwinds, so as to stop the alarm mech¬ 
anism automatically. 

Glue the washer in the notch, glue the arm 
in place on the alarm-winder key and adjust 
the bend of the toggle switch. Bend the kp 
on the “off” side enough so that when the 
trip-lever is vertical the switch will trip and 
close the circuit. 

When the assembly is complete, cover the 
switch connections with sealing wax or finger 
nail polish for safety. Glue a piece of felt or 
heavy cloth to the block base to prevent 
scratching the furniture. The timer is now 
ready for use. 

Heating Home— 
(From Page Thirteen) 

in a period of three minutes. A circulating 
pump immediately starts and circulates the 
water throughout the radiation system. 

The operation of the machine is governed 
by a day and night thermostat which regu¬ 
lates it to the desired temperature. A Minne- 
apolis-Honeywell Modutrol, controlled by the 
thermostat, feeds the electric current to the 
heating elements step by step, thus avoiding 
an overload to the line and throws in the 
heating elements as additional heat is called 
for. An automatic shut off control limits the 
amount of heat and shuts off the boiler when 
the desired temperature is reached. 
EFFICIENCY 

Electric heat by the hot water system is 
approximately 100 per cent efficient; whereas 
coal or oil ranges from 40 to 75 per cent in 
efficiency. There is no fuel waste with elec¬ 
tricity; the current is on only when there is 
a fuel demand. 

The “Electro-Heat” unit is available to 
farmers in most parts of the state directly 
from the factory. The cost of the unit, exclu¬ 
sive of pump and circulatory system, is about 
$600. 

The manufacturers are reluctant to in¬ 
stall the unit in existing buildings and want 
to make a thorough engineering survey of the 
premises before the installation of any fur¬ 
nace. 

New buildings, if well constructed and 
insulated, are preferred for unit installations. 
The electric furnace is especially suited for 
radiant heat installations, either in the walls, 
floors or ceilings. 

The furnace as now made must have a 

110 amp. lead-in and operate 
from a 220 volt circuit. (60 
amps are all that are requited 
for electric ranges). 

Some authorities are now 
saying that if the electric rate 
is two cents or less per kwh, 
electric heat can be econom¬ 
ically installed and used. This, 
of course, implies the installa¬ 
tion must be made under ideal 
home construction conditions. 

For the time being, it ap¬ 
pears that electric heating is 
still in the luxury’ class; yet, it 
is a form of home heating that 
bears watching and studying 
in the years to come. 

FREE PAMPHLETS 

The pamphlets listed be¬ 
low may be of value to you. 
Just send a STAMPED, 
SELF-ADDRE5SD envel¬ 
ope for each pamphlet to 
Power Use Editor, Illinois 
REA News, Box 1180, 
Springfield, 111. 

Care of Your Electric 
Motor. 

Care of Your Electric Water 
System. 

More Power to Your Dairy¬ 
ing. 

'r* f’&T 

Top 

into the barn as quickly as pos¬ 
sible. 

As green hay will heat, 
large quantities of air are 
forced upward through the 
hay. The air removes both 
heat and moisture, thus cur¬ 
ing the hay in three to 15 
days depending on outside 
weather conditions. 
The blower fans are driven 

by electric motors of from 
three to 7Yi horsepower. These 
fans deliver large quantities of 
normal temperature air at com¬ 
paratively low pressure. 

Air Needs 
Fifteen or more cubic feet 

of air per minute per square 
foot of floor area is needed to 
insure rapid progress of the 
curing process. The fans are 
operated continuously for two 
to seven days, depending on 
drying conditions, and there¬ 
after during daylight hours 
only. 

Electric power consumed 
will vary from 40 to 80 kilo¬ 
watt hours or more per cured 
tom of hay. The time of drying 
and power consumption are 
determined by the moisture 
content of the hay when 
stored, and the air tempera¬ 
ture and humidity during the 
drying time, because a greater 
quantity of air will be required 
to remove a given quantity of 
water from the hay. 

Duct System 

From the mechanical point 
of view, arrangements must be 
made to circulate the air 
through the hay in the barn. 
To do this, the air is blown 
into a central duct system 
placed on the floor of the hay¬ 
mow. Lateral ducts, spaced at 
four or five foot intervals, pro¬ 
ject at right angles from the 
main duct. The air escapes 
from these lateral ducts into 
the hay and moves upward. It 
passed into the space above 
the hay, making necessary ad¬ 
equate escape areas such as 
open windows, doors, or louv¬ 
ered openings. 

In some cases, slatted floors 
replace the lateral ducts. 
When the slatted floors are 
used, the air passed from the 
main duct into the area under 
the floor, and then upward be¬ 
tween the slats into the hay. 

Full length partially cured 
hay may be placed at a 
depth of four to eight feet 
uniformly over the drier. 
When the first layer is cur¬ 
ed, a second layer, four to 
eigftt feet deep, can be plac¬ 
ed on the cured hay and suc¬ 
cessfully dried. The total 
depth of long hay on a drier 
should not exceed 16 feet. 

Chopped hay should be 
dried in layers four to six feet 
deep, with a total depth not to 
exceed 12 feet. 

The hay dries from the floor 
upward. When the top two 
feet of hay have been cured, 
the drying has been completed 
and the fan should be stopped. 

The principle upon which 
barn hay drying works fol¬ 
lows some natur-al laws. Any 
heat that forms in the hay is 
removed by the air. In fact, the 
evaporation process is aided 
by the heat. Evaporation of 
moisture from the hay helps 
to seduce the temperature of 
both the air and hay. 

Any heat formed in the hay 
heats the air that removes it. 
This promotes the evaporation 
of the moisture, since warm 
air can absorb more moisture 
than cold air. 

Compared with farming up 
and down the slope on the 
same farms, contouring has in¬ 
creased grain yields 12 to 17 
percent. 
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Yes, another record month with 

more and more Pen Pal letters 

coming in every day. Why not look 

over the list of Pen Pal friends 

this month and write to a couple 

of your own age and interests? 
Then, maybe at a later late you 
can meet them in person. 

While you have your pen in 
hand, why not send us your letter 
and join our letter-writing fun? 
Just a few lines telling your age, 
your favorite sports and hobbies 
and other interesting facts about 
yourself will ..do ..the ..trick. 
Don’t forget to send along your 
picture, too, if you have a clear 
one—well return it after it is pub¬ 
lished. Address your letters to Kay 
Conlan, Junior REA News, Box 
1180, Springfield, DI. 

(If you don’t find your letter in 
this month, watch for it in the 
next issue. 

* * * 

HAS SPOTTED PONY 
I am a girl of 12 and have brown 

T - ... hair and brown 
eyes. My hobbies 
are sewing, cook¬ 
ing and doing out¬ 
side work. I hare 
a spotted pony 
named Topper. I 
also have a collie 
dog. I will write to 
boys as well as 
girls, so come on. 
Pen Pals, 1 will 
answer every let¬ 
ter. — Betty Lou 
Woolard, RFD 1, 
Ed Eldorado, 111. 

ENJOYS COOKING 
This is my first letter to the Junior 

REA News. I am 18. four feet nine inches 
tall and I weigh 120 pounds. I have dark 
brown hair and brown eyes. My hobbies 
are skating, driving a car, cooking and 
taking care of babies. I will answer all 
letters. I would like to hear from boys 
and girls between the ages of 18 and 
25. I have four brothers and two sisters. 
Hurry up Pen Pals and fill my mailbox. 
—Joan Robert, R. R. 2, Box 23, Avon, 
Illinois. 

* * ★ 

HAS DOG, CLIPPER 
I am 12 years old and I am in the 

eighth grade at Lincoln School. My hobbies 
are roller skating and going to basketball 
games. I have blue eyes and light brown 
hair. I am five feet one half inch tall. I 
have three brothers, Donald, 20, Gerald, 
28, and Clyde, 16. I have a black and 
white collie dog named Clipper. I would 
like to hear from boys as well as girls 
from ages 11" to 13. Hurry Pen Pals, I 
am in a hurry to get a mailbox full of i 
letters from you.—Marcia Gay Hunt, R. 1 

R. 2, Carbondale, III. 
★ -it * 

MANY HOBBIES 
I am a girl 11 years old and I am in 

the sixth grade. I have brown hair and 
brown eyes. I live on a farm. My hobbies 
are sewing, cooking, writing letters, read¬ 
ing and playing with dogs. This is my 
first letter to the Junior REA News 
so come on Pen Pals and fill my mailbox. 
I promise to answer all letters that I 
receive. I would like to hear from boys 
and girls between the ages of seven and 
14.—Barbara Cheatham, R. R. 2, Ava, 
Illinois. ★ ★ ★ 
PLAYS BASEBALL 

I am a girl 13 years old. I have brown 
hair and brown eyes. I am about five 
feet tall and weigh 85 pounds. My hob¬ 
bies are bicycle riding and playing base¬ 
ball. I would like to have Pen Pals be¬ 
tween the ages of 13 and 16. I will an¬ 
swer all letters.—Wilda Imogine Pyles, 
Karfers Ridge, 111. 

* ★ ★ 

DRIVES CAR 
This is my first letter to the Junior 

REA News. I am a 
boy 18 years old 
and my birthday is 
April 4. I have 
dark brown hair 
and blue eyes, and 
I weigh 115 
pounds. My hob¬ 
bies are driving a 
car and going to 
the movies. I would 
like to hear from 
all boys and girls 
from 16 to 20 and 
I will exchange 
pictures. — Don¬ 

ald E. Fann, Box 133, Dale, I1L 
* * * 

A BOWLER 
I am 16 years old. I have brown hair 

and greenish brown eyes. I am about five 
feet four inches tall. My hobbies are 
reading and bowling. I love all sports. I 
would enjoy receiving letters from boys 
and girls between the ages of 16 and 20. 
So won’t you fill my mailbox?—Deloris 
Ralls, R. R. 1, Box 188, Marion, Ilk 

HAS SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAY 
This is my first letter to the Junior 

REA News. I am a boy 12 years old and 
my birthday is September 18. I go to 
Center School and I am in the eighth 
grade. My hobbies are swimming, riding a 
bicycle and going horseback riding. I have 
blond hair and blue eyes. I would like 
boys and girls between the ages of 12 
and 14 to write me. I will answer all 
letters. Come on Pen Pals and fill my 
mailbox.—Dale Summers, R. R. 1, 
Thompsonville, 111. 

★ ★ * 

HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT 
This is my first letter to the Junior 

REA News. I am 16 years old and my 
birthday is June 25. I go to Thebes Town¬ 
ship High School. I am five feet two 
inches tall. I would like to have boys and 
girls between the ages of 15 and 21 
to write to me.—June Hardin, Olive 
Branch, 111. ★ ★ ★ 
ENJOYS DRAWING 

I am a girl 11 years old. I have brown 
hair and brown 
eyes, and I weigh 
88 pounds. I am 
five feet tall. My 
school are reading, 
favorite subjects in 
science and spell¬ 
ing. My hobbies 
are riding my bi- 
ing, also listen¬ 
ing to the radio. 
My birthday is 
November 18. This 
is my first letter 
to the Junior REA 
News. — Verna 

Lee Butler, R. R. 2, Hillsboro, 111. 

NELL’S FIRST LETTER » 
I am 11 years old and my birthday is 

September 10. I have light brown hair 
and hazel eyes. I am four feet seven and 
one half inches tall and weigh about 70 
pounds. I am in the seventh grade at 
Mulberry Grove Grade School. I ride the 
school bus. This is my first letter to 
the Junior REA News. My hobbies are 
stamp collecting and reading books. I 
have three sisters and one brother. I have 
a little Rat Terrier Dog named Buster. 
I will answer all letters, so come on Pen 
Pels and fill my mailbox.—Nell Marie 
Beckert, Smithboro, III. 

* * * 

HAS THREE DOGS 
I am a little girl nine years old. My 

birthday is August 31. This is my first 
letter to the Junior REA News. I am 
in the fourth grade at Hendryx School. I 
have light blond hair and brown eyes. I 
weigh 61 pounds. I Jtave three dogs and 
one cat. I live on a farm. My hobbies are 
riding a bicycle and playing with my 
dolls. I would like to hear from boys and 
girls between the ages of 8 and 10.— 
Dorothy Carver, R. R. 1, Downs, 111. 

WANTS PHOTOS 
I am a girl 11 years old and my birth¬ 

day is May 22. I have blond hair and blue 
eyes. I am five feet two inches tall and 
weigh about 80 pounds. I am in the 
sixth grade at the Rhine School. My hob¬ 
bies are collecting kodak pictures. Every¬ 
one who writes to me please enclose a 
picture of yourself. I have four brothers 
and two sisters. I would like for boys 
and girls between the ages of 9 and 15 
to write to me. Come on Pen Pals fill 
my mailbox.—Lucy Eunice Grisham, R. 
R. 2, Eldorado, 111. 

GREEN EYES 
I have brown 

hair and green 
eyes. I am 15 years 
old, am five feet 
tall and weigh 120 
pounds. I live on 
a 200 acre farm 
near Lively Grove. 
I have three 
brothers and five 
sisters. Come on. 
Pen Pals, write to 
me. — Virginia 
Albers, R. R. 1, 
Oakdale, 111. 

PLAYS TROMBONE 
I am a girl 13 years old. X play a trom¬ 

bone and my music teacher’s name is Mr. 
Vengal. I live on a farm about four 
miles from Ursa. This is my first letter 
to the Junior REA News and I hope to 
get a lot of letters from both boys and 
girls.Wilma L. Hamilton, R. R. 2, Ursa, 
Illinois. 

* ★ * 

HOBBY IS BAKING 
I am 12 years old. I have dark brown 

eyes and brown hair. I go to the Equal¬ 
ity Public Grade School. My hobby is 
baking. I am five feet tall and weigh 
ICO pounds. I have one brother, 15, and 
one sister, nine. I live on a farm about 
three miles from town. This is my first 
letter to the Junior REA News. Come on 
Pen Pals please fill my mailbox. I would 
like to hear from both boys and girls.— 
Norma Partain, R. R. 1, Elquality, 111. 

★ * * 

JOINS PEN PALS 
I am a girl 13 years old. I have light 

brown hair and grayish blue eyes. I am 
four feet 11 and one half inches tall. I 
weigh 92 and one half pounds. My favor¬ 
ite hobby is pin curling hair. I go to the 
Vera Grade School. I think it would be 
fun to be a Pen Pal.—Ollie Gayle Mc¬ 
Dowell, R. R. 2, Ramsey, 111. 

★ ★ * 

HELPS MOTHER 
I am a girl eight years old. I am four 

and one half feet tall. This is my first 
letter to the Junior REA News. I have 
two sisters, Gladys and Mildred and one 
brother, Lloyd. My hobby is reading and 
helping my mother. I like boys as well 
as girls to write to me. I promise to 
answer every letter so come on Pen Pals 
and fill my mailbox.—Sylvia Ann Lueker, 
Box 92, Worden, 111. 

COWBOY PICTURES 
My hobby is col¬ 

lecting cowboy 
pictures. I . like 
playing ball. I 
have brown hair 
and blue eyes. I 
am 11 years old 
and I’m four feet, 
five inches tall. I 
would like to have 
Pen Pals from 11 
to 13 years old.— 
Stuart Lercher, 
Williamsville, I1L 

PLAYS PIANO 
I am nine years old and my birthday 

is May 10. I have light brown hair and 
blue eyes. I have one brother. I am in the 
fifth grade at Antioch School. My hobby 
is playing the piano. Pen Pals write soon. 
—Verla Dee Harrelson, R. R. 2, Mace¬ 
donia, 111. 

* * * 

ENJOYS LETTERS 
This is my second letter to the Junior 

REA News. I live on a 786 acre farm. I 
enjoy watching my dad and brother as 
they farm with the tractors. I enjoy read¬ 
ing all the Illinois REA News and like 
to learn about the kids from other places. 
Now come on Pen Pals fill my mailbox. 
—Carita Burns, Miller City, 111. 

* * * 

RIDES HORSES 
I am nine years old and my birthday is 

December 24. I am in the fifth grade at 
the Antioch School. I have blue eyes and 
brown hair. I have one brother and two 
sisters. My hobbies are riding horses and 
bicycles. Hurry Pen Pals and write to 
me. — Sharon Cremeens, R. R. 2, Mc- 
Leansboro, 111. 

★ * ★ 

RIDES BIKE 
I am a girl 11 years old and my birth¬ 

day is June 18. I am about four feet seven 
and one half inches tall and weigh about 
78 pounds. I have blond hair and blue 
eyes. This is my first letter to the Junior 
REA News. My hobby is riding a bike. 
Come on Pen Pals fill my mailbox.— 
Mary Ann Miller, R. R. 2, Xenia, 111, 

it * * 

LIKES TO SING 
This is my first letter to the Junior 

REA News. I am 14 years old. have 
brown hair and blue eyes. I am five feet, 

three inches tall 
and weigh 152 
pounds. My hobbies 
are skating, col¬ 
lecting movie star 
photos, and I like 
to sing and play 
baseball. I also 
like to write let¬ 
ters and receive 
them. I promise to 
answer each and 
every letter I re¬ 
ceive. I would like 
to hear from some 
of you guys and 

gals in and around Illinois and I’d like 
a carload of Pen Pals. — Sue Harris, 
R. R. 3, Mt. Vernon, 111. 

* it * 

LIKES ICE SKATING 
I am a boy 14 years old and my birth¬ 

day is August 31. I am five feet one inch 
tall and have brown hair and blue eyes. 
My hobbies are basketball, ice skating 
and swimming. I will answer all letters 
so come on Pen Pals and write to me.— 
Clifford Eagleton Jr., Fieldon, III. ★ ★ ★ 
TEN YEARS OLD 

This is my first letter to the Junior 
REA News. I am 10 years old and my 
birthday is January. I am four feet, 10 
inches tall and weigh about 85 pounds. 
Come on. Pen Pals, fill my mailbox so 
full the mailman can’t shut the door. I 
will answer every letter. — Shirley Ann 
Kerr, R. F. D. 2, Mt. Sterling, 111. 

★ * * 

A TWIN ' 
This is my first letter to the Junior 

REA News. I am 13 years old and weigh 
119 pounds. I have light blonde hair and 
blue eyes. I have a twin sister, Yola Fay. 
My hobbies are collecting movie star 
pictures and playing baseball. I love 
hillbilly music. I will write to both boys 
and girls. My birthday is February 7. — 
Lola May Kent, R. R. 1, Benton, 111. 

★ ★ * 

TAKES PICTURES 
I am a boy 14 years old. My birthday 

is July 15. I weigh 104 pounds and I 
have blond hair. My hobbies are taking 
pictures and riding my bicycle. I would 
like to hear from boys and girls over 12. 
—Delber Kelley, R. F. D. 2, Cobden, 111. 

★ * * 

EXCHANGE PICTURES 
I am a girl 13 years old. I am four 

  ,.f feet, 10 inches tall 
and have brownish- 
red hair and blue 
eyes. I weigh 94 
pourds. My hobbies 
are going to mov¬ 
ies and exchanging 
pictures. I would 
like to have Pen 
Pals between the 
ages of 13 and 16, 
but I don’t really 
care about the 
age. So come on, 
Pen Pals, there 
isn’t a better way 

to get acquainted. — Esther Shufflebar- 
ger, Cave-in-Rock, 111. 

* * * 

HOBBY IS WRITING 
This is my first letter to the Junior 

REA News. I am 15 years old and my 
birthday is July 22. I am five feet two 
inches tall and I weigh 110 pounds. I 
have light blonde hair and blue eyes. My 
hobbies are writing and reading. Send 
me a letter so I can use my hobby. I 
want both boys and girls to write me. 
—Mary Anny Ross, R. R. 1, Golconda, 
Illinois. 

READS BIOGRAPHIES 

This is my first letter to the Junior 
REA News. I am 11 years old, born on 
June 29, 1938. I have blonde hair and 
blue eyes. I weigh 68 pounds and I am 
four feet, eight inches tall. I go to 
Walnut Grove School. My hobbies are 
reading biographies and riding my bike. 
I have one twin but I want another or 
more. I also have two Pen Pals who are 
twins, but I want more from boys and 
girls nine to 12. — Lois Halcomb, Arm¬ 
strong, 111. 

PLAYS ACCORDIAN 

This is my first letter to the Junior 
REA News. I am a girl 13 years old and 
my birthday is November 14. I weigh 
107 pounds and am four feet, 11 inches 
tall. I have dark brown hair and blue 
eyes. My hobbies are reading, collecting 
napkins and music. I play the piano and 
accordian. I live on a 200 acre farm two 
and one half miles from town. I do not 
have any brothers nor sisters, so I would 
like to have everybody write to me. I 
promise to answer all letters I receive. 
Fill my mailbox so we’ll have to get a 
couple more of them. —- Marilyn Voll- 
mer, R. R. 1, Culiom, 111. 

SECOND LETTER 

This is my second letter to the Junior 
REA News. I have brown hair and blue 
eyes. I weigh 56 pounds. I am four feet, 
two inches tall and I’m in the fourth 
grade. My hobbies are reading books and 
roller skating. -— Beverly Klaus, R. F. D. 
6, Carlinville, 111. 

* ★ * 

MANY PETS 

I am a girl 12 years old. My birthday is 
May 24. I have two dogs and one puppy 

named Scotty, and 
many cats. I have 
light brown hair 
and hazel eyes. I 
have one brother, 
Leon. I go to Am- 
bia School. My 
hobbies are riding 
a bicycle and col¬ 
lecting movie star 
pictures. I would 
like to hear from 
boys and girls — 
my mailbox is a 
big one. — June 
Weber, R. R. 1, 
Ambia, Indiana. 

* * * 

MARILYN ENJOYS WRITING 

This is my first letter to the Junior 
REA News. I am a girl 12 years old and 
my birthday was October 2. I weigh 99 
pounds and I am four feet, nine inches 
tall. I have light brown hair and my 
eyes are blue. My hobby is writing let¬ 
ters. I would like to have Pen Pals be¬ 
tween the ages of 11 and 16. — Marilyn 
Todd, R. R. 2, Toulon. 111. 

* ★ * 

MAKES CANDY 

I am a girl 12 years old. I am five 
feet, four inches tall and weigh 102 
pounds. I have blue eyes and dark brown 
hair. I go to Kell School. My hobbies are 
sewing, making candy and playing the 
piano. I have one sister, Sharon Kay, 
eight years old. I will answer all letters. 
—Violet Lavin Ayers, R. R. 1, Kell, HI. 

* * * 

ENJOYS SEWING 

I am 17 years old and this is my first 
letter to the Junior REA News. I have 
light brown hair and gray eyes. I weigh 
115 pounds and I am five feet tall.. I 
go to Kinmundy Community High School. 
I have two sisters who are married and 
three brothers—one is married. I haven’t 
one certain hobby. I enjoy cooking, sew¬ 
ing and reading. I would like to hear 
from boys and girls near my age and 
up. I promise to answer every letter I 
receive and I promise to answer them 
immediately. — Virginia Lee Spencer, 
Kinmundy, III. 

HAS CAT, TOM 

I am nine years old and my birthday 
is February 13. I have light brown hair 
and brown eyes. My hobby is reading. I 
have a cat, Tom. I want boys and girls 
to write to me. — Emma Lou Edwards, 
R. F. D. 1, Thompsonville, 111. 

* * * 

HAS NOVEMBER BIRTHDAY 
I am a girl IS' 

years old and my 
birthday is No¬ 
vember 23. I have 
brown hair and 
blue eyes and I 
am five feet tall. 
I would like to 
hear from boys 
and girls 12 to 
16. — Barbara 
Jean Spring, R. 
R. 4, Thompson¬ 
ville, 111. 

RAISES RUNT PIGS 
I am a girl 14 years old and my birth¬ 

day is August 31. I am five feet tall 
and have blonde hair and blue eyes. I 
have one sister, Freda, who is seven. I 
live on a 210 acre farm. My hobbies are 
riding bicycles and collecting rocks. I 
like to do all kinds of farm work even 
raising runt pigs. I would like to hear 
from boys and girls from 12 to 16, so 
come on and fill my mailbox. — Alice 
Jackson, West Point, 111. 

COLLECTS SHAKERS 

This is the first time I have written 
to the Junior REA News. I am a girl 15 
years old and my birthday is Octobre 19. 
I have brown hair, brown eyes, weigh 
125 and my height is five feet, six 
inches. I live on a farm. My hobbies are 
collecting head scarfs and salt and pep¬ 
per shakers. I have 152 pairs of salt and 
pepper shakers. I would like boys and 
girls to write to me between the ages 
of 15 to 18. — Charlotte E. Hofer, R. R. 1, 
Box 104, Oissna Park, 111. 

* ★ * 

SHAROLYN SINGS 

This is my first letter to the Junior 
REA News. I am a girl 13 years old and 
my birthday i sApril 30. I have dark 
brown hair and blue eyes. I weigh 110 
pounds and I am five feet, six inches 
tall. My hobbies are playing the piano 
and singing. I like popular music best. 
I live on a farm of 188 acres with my 
parents and one brother. I would like 
boys and girls from 12 to 18 to write to 
me and I will answer all letters. — 
Sharolyn Schumm, R. R. No. 2, Dan- 
forth. 111. 

PLAYS PIANO 
I am a girl 12 years old and my birth¬ 

day is in April. I am in the eighth grade 
        at Martin School. 

I have blonde hair 
and dark brown 
eyes. My hobbies 
are playing the 
piano and riding 
my bicycle. This is 
my first letter to 
the Junior REA 
News. So come on, 
girls and fill my 
mailbox. I promise 
to answer and ex¬ 
change pictures. — 
Verna Pardue, R. 
R. No. 1, Sesser, 
Illinois. 

* ■*• * 

PLAYS ‘JACKS’ 
I am a girl 11 years old. My birthday 

is March 6. This is my second letter ot the 
Junior REA News. I received many Pen 
Pals after my first letter, but I would 
still like more. I have four sisters. My 
hobbies are reading, writing to Pen 
Pals, sewing, cooking and listening to the 
radio. I also like to play “jacks”. I have 
a big mailbox, so please fill it to the 
brim. — Beulah Ann Henley, R. R. 1, 
Palmer, 111. 

ENJOYS READING 
This is my first letter to the Junior 

REA News. I am a girl 14 years old 
and my birthday was September 22. I 
weigh 86 pounds and I am five feet tall. 
I have brown hair and brown eyes. I 
have a brother 17 years old. I like to 
read books. I would like to have Pen 
Pals between the ages of 13 and 15. I 
will try to answer every letter. — Vir¬ 
ginia Jones, Route 1, Ellery, 111. 

★ * * 

COLLECTS PICTURES 
This is my first letter to the Junior 

REA News. I am a girl 15 years old and 
weigh 105 pounds. My hobby is collect¬ 
ing pictures of boys and girls between 
15 and 18 years old. — Betty Lee Tracy, 
R. R. No. 2, Ina, HL 

MARJORIE COOKS 
This is my first letter to the Junior 

REA News. I am a girl 10 years old and 
my birthday is April 20. I have black 
hair and black eyes. I go to Pleasant 
Grove School. My hobbies are cooking 
and riding a bicycle. I have two broth¬ 
ers and two sisters. Now you know about 
me, write and tell me about you. I 
promise to answer letters from girls and 
boys of any age. — Marjorie Lou Heflin. 
R. R. 4, Thompsonville, III. 

HORSEBACK RIDER 
I have brown hair and blue eyes, am 

four feet eight inches tall and weigh 
about 75 pounds. I am 12 years old and 
go to Vera Grade School. My hobbies are 
playing ball, riding a bike, writing let¬ 
ters and riding horses. I have four 
sisters and one brother. — Dale Mc¬ 
Dowell, R. R. 2, Ramsey, III. 

★ * * 

ENJOYS SCHOOL 
This is my first letter to the Junior REA 

News. I am a boy 
14 and I have 
brown hair and 
blue eyes. My 
weight is 96 
pounds. My hob¬ 
bies are going to 
school and riding 
a bicycle. I would 
like to hear from 
all boys and girls 
between the ages 
of 12 and 15, and 
I will exchange 
pictures. — Ben 
W. Fann, Box 133, 
Dale, 111. 

RAISES RABBITS 
I am* a girl 14 years old, five feet, 

four inches tall, have red hair and blue 
eyes. I go to Mounds Township High 
School. My hobbies are horseback riding 
and raising rabbits. I live on a farm 
and my Dad raises tomatoes and corn 
mostly. I would like to write to hoys and 
girls (boys especially) from 14 to 19, if 
you would care to write me. — Edna 
Irene Moreland, Box 298, R. R. No. 1, 
Mounds, 111. 

* * * 

A DECEMBER BIRTHDAY 
I am a girl 10 years old. My birthday 

is December 14. I have dark hj-own hair 
and blue eyes. I am four feet, eight inches 
tall. I go to America White School. My 
hobbies are riding bicycle and spelling. 
I will write to all boys and girls. — 
Marilyn Sue Breadly, Box 88, Route 1, 
Villa Ridge, 111. 

* * * 

JOYCE PLAYS PIANO 
This is my first letter to the Junior 

REA News. I am a girl 11 years old 
and my birthday is April 2. I have brown 
hair and blue eyes. I am four feet, eight 
inches tall. I go to the Sister School. My 
hobbies are playing the piano and riding 
my bicycle. I promise to write all girls 
and boys between the ages of 10 and 14. 
—Joyce Johnson, R. R. 1, Princeton, 111. 

★ * * 

KEEPS DIARY 
This is my first letter to the Junior 

_REA News. I am a girl of 16 and my 
birthday is No¬ 
vember 3. I have 
brown hair and 
dark brown eyes. 
I am five feet two 
inches tall and 
weigh 130 pounds. 
My hobbies are 
reading books and 
writing letters. I 
also keep a diary 
I like movies, 
dancing and baby 
sitting. I want to 
hear from boys and 
girls between 16 

and 23. I will answer all letters and ex¬ 
change pictures. —Norma Jean Albert, 
R. R. 4. Salem. 111. 

★ * * 

BASEBALL FAN 
I am a boy 12 years old and will be IS 

on November 4. I have dark brown hair 
and grayish-blue eyes. I am five feet, 
three inches tall. I weigh 85 pounds. I 
like to play baseball. I am learning to 
be a pitcher. We have a team at school. 
I have one older brother and two smaller 
brothers. I also have two sisters. I live 
outside of town on a 60 acre farm. I 
would like boys 10 to 15 to write to 
me and hope you will fill my mailbox.— 
Van Trammell, New Bru Burnside, III. 
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NEWS FROM 

Southern Illinois 
Dor.gola, I1L 

GEORGE ENDICOTT, 
Mgr, 

In completing the Monthly Oper¬ 
ation Report for the period as of 

September 1, 
there were some 
very note-worthy 
figures that were 
brought out and 
we feel that they 
are of enough 
importance to re¬ 
print here in our 
column of the 

G. W. Endicott nnnois REA 

News to give you members some idea 
of the reason for some of the changes 
which have been made in your rural 
distribution system. 

We are giving this in a columnar 
form for comparative purposes. 

Aug. 1948 Aug. 1949 

Billed 
3423 4697 

1000 

$4.84 

80 

$3.07 

42 

1295 

$5.36 

96 

$3.70 

53 

Consumers .. 
Miles 

Constructed 
Average Bill— 

Farm    
Average KWH 

Consumption— 
Farm   

Average Bill— 
Non-farm   

Average KWH 
Consumption— 
Non-farm   

Total KWH 
Sold   320,410 506,303 

Total Billing ..$16,969.72 $25,757.89 

You will note from these figures 
that there has not only been a large 
increase in the number of consumers, 
but also in the number of kilowatts 
consumed by each one, which has 
made it necessary that we take im¬ 
mediate steps to make some of the 
corrections which we had hoped we 
could make at a later date, relative 
to having up the line and putting in 
additional sub-stations. 

SUB-STATIONS 

During the past year, the Dongola 
sub-station has been heavied-up by 
increasing the size of some of the 
feeder lines from this station into the 
Elco area. 

The station at Jonesboro has 
been completed and these sub¬ 
stations placed in service in which 
this line has been in service for 
approximately three months. 

The steel has been erected on the 
Pulaski sub-station and just as soon 
as the additional transformer and 
other switching equipment is received, 
this will be installed and work will 
be started on completing the tie-lines 
from this station to the west in the 
Sandusky area to take care of some 
of the load conditions in the lower 
end of Massac County and also in 
the lower end of Pulaski County. 

The other sub-station which is 
planned for this coming year in the 
Massac County area to take care of 
the overload conditions in that area 
will, by necessity, be delayed until 
the power supplier completes their 
transmission line into the White Hill 
area where we plan on constructing 
a tie-in transmission line into the 
area north of Metropolis, which is 
on the east-west road to our branch 
office and on the north-south road 
known as the Marion Road, at the 
junction of ours and CIPS line at that 
point. 

RIGHT-A-WAY 

Right-a-way is now being secured 
for the work on this transmission line. 
Realizing that there is considerable 
more work on this type of line than 
there is on the regular distribution 
line, which is constructed to serve the 
consumers along the way, we are tak¬ 
ing extra caution to eliminate as 
many anchors as possible and make 
the line as straight as possible to 
eliminate future maintenance expense 
and trouble. 

The date has had very good re¬ 
sponse from the landowners on the 
location of this line and work is pro¬ 
gressing so that we can get all of 

the preliminary work out of the way 
and either start construction late this 
fall after all of the crops are out or 
next spring before any of the crops 
are planted, so that there will be no 
crop damage from the construction of 
this line. This will probably be as 
quick as the power supplied will 
have their lines converted from We- 
taug over to the White Hill junction 
with Illinois Route 137, from which 
we will take off. 

“R” SECTION 

The latest report on the “R” sec¬ 
tion is that out of the approximate 
130 miles that has been set up and 
staked on this particular group of 
extensions, 90 miles have been com¬ 
pleted as of this date and ready for 
service and there is still 40 miles, to 
be completed. 

Providing we do not have too 
much interruption from re-conversion 
and other major work on the pro¬ 
ject, it will take approximately two 
months before we will have the rest 
of the "R” section completed. Both 
construction crews are devoting full 
time to this so that it can be cleaned 
up before bad weather. 

We are receiving considerable com¬ 
ment from individuals as to the mem¬ 
bership ruling, that 85 per cent of 
the houses must be wired, ready for 
service, before the line will be com¬ 
pleted and energized. It- is to the 
benefit of each and every member 
as well as the prospective members 
on these lines to get their homes 
wired up and ready for service so 
that they can have the advantage of 
electric service just as soon as pos 
sible. 

“S" SECTION 

We have received word that we 
can expect allotment on our "S” sec¬ 
tion within the very near future. This 
being the case, the office has started 
territorial work, getting of easements 
cleared up, so that staking can start 
on it just as soon as the crops get 
a little farther along, so that all the 
preliminary work can be gotten out of 
the way and we can go full force in 
to the construction of this “S” sec¬ 
tion following the completion of the 
"R” section, which stated above, 
should be completed in about two 
months. 

The same conditions will be on 
this, that is, that there must be 85 
per cent of these members wired be¬ 
fore the line will be completed and 
energized. Also there will be the 
added part that all the clearing must 
be done on these extensions by the 
member, as this was one of the con¬ 
ditions that was put on new con¬ 
struction at our members annual meet¬ 
ing, held in February of this year. 

BRUSH SPRING 

Plans are being completed for the 
starting of the brush spring unit 
again. We discontinued this for a 
two or three month period while we 
had growing crops to contend with 
We have had some minor damage on 
some of the crops, but not a great 
deal except in a couple spots which 
are being observed at this time. 

The J and K lines will be the ones 
that we will start back on in an at¬ 
tempt to eliminate some of the brush 
under the line that is interferring 
with the continuance of your co-op 
service. 

SPECIAL MEETING 
It is with a great deal of pleasure 

that we state that we held our 
special meeting which authorized the 
Co-op to join the State-wide Power 
Co-op. 

The special members meeting, 
which was called for the evening of 
August 15, was attended by petition 
people, who are members of your 
cooperative, to grant authority for 
the Board of Directors to take out 
membership in the Illinois State-wide 
Power Co-op. This means that with 
the establishment of a generation- 
transmission co-op, your co-op will 
be assured of adequate power at a 
price which is within their range and 
also any benefits which can be de¬ 
rived from lowering of these costs 
will be passed back to the member¬ 
ship in the cooperative. 

Also at this meeting was the 
discussion of the telephone sit¬ 
uation and at this time we do 
not have definite word as to 

Senate action on this, but we are 
in hopes that by the time you re¬ 
ceive this the Senate will have 
acted, which we hope will be 
satisfactory so it will make pos¬ 
sible the improvement of the 
rural telephone service in our 
area. 
Of course, it will take some time 

to get the full benefits of the act in 
action, but with the plans which are 
now in the making, we feel that 
there will be some major benefit that 
can be derived from this passage of 
the Poage Telephone Bill to the 
rural people of our area in regard 
to telephone. Detailed workings of 
this have not been worked out and, 
of course, cannot be worked out un¬ 
til the bill has been passed making 
it possible for us to go ahead and 
devote some time to this work. 

"T” SECTION 

Applications are being completed 
for submission to REA on the sec¬ 
tion which is now being made ready 
for allotment which is known as our 
“T” section. This will include those 
late signers that have not previously 
been on the constructed section, that 
over 1,000 foot from our present line. 

These applications will be submit¬ 
ted with the idea and the under¬ 
standing that allotment will be made 
sometime in early 1950 or later on in 
the year so that work can be planned 
on starting on this following comple¬ 
tion of the “S” section. This also in¬ 
cludes funds for the construction of 
our new office building, as well as, 
system improvements which will be 
required on the project to continue 
to take care of the increased load 
which is being placed on our dis¬ 
tribution lines. 

DEPOSITORY 

Through the suggestion of a co¬ 
operative employee for extending an 
additional service to our members, 
we are making k possible for those 
members who cannot get into the 
office before closing time. Special en¬ 
velopes and deposit boxes have been 
installed, both at the Dongola and 
Metropolis office.' 

Be sure to put your meter sheet 
and remittance in envelope seal and 
deposit in box provided. 

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
We are aware of the comment too 

general over our territory—“The 
Board and the manager run things— 
why should be take the time to at¬ 
tend meetings?” 

We grant your Board and your 
manager “guide” the destinies of your 
cooperative. We grant that in most 
matters submitted by the Board to 
member meetings, we get the approval 
of members present, though occasion¬ 
ally our recommendations are turned 
down. 

Certainly, the Board, in one 
sense "runs things." You elect it 
to do just that. Some small group, 
who will take the time to study 
the details of such an organiza¬ 
tion the size of ours, is required. 
However, though some few may 
dispute me, I maintain that every 
member on your Board, and your 
manager, is sincere in his efforts 
and thoughts to give you the 
best service possible, and col¬ 
lectively, forward looking suf¬ 
ficient to anticipate future trends 
and protect your interests. 
None is getting rich in your serv¬ 

ice. Board members draw five dollars 
for each Board meeting attended, and 
mileage. They draw nothing for any 
other meetings they may attend, or 
for other work they may do, which 
in the course of the year for several 
of the directors amount to consider¬ 
able time from their own work. 

We appreciate also that there is 
another attitude on the part of many 
members—that of confidence in the 
Board,—“You boys are doing a good 
job. Everything is satisfactory to me. 
Go to it.” We appreciate this con¬ 
fidence, but neither confidence nor a 
“don’t care attitude,” without your 
support will solve all our problems. 

Wm. M. Planert, president 

Soil-heating cable for electric 
hotbeds comes in 60-foot lengths 
for use on a 120-volt system and 
120 feet for use on 240-volt sys¬ 
tems, and shorter lengths should 
not be used. 

NEWS FROM 

Menard 
Petersburg, 111. 

HOWARD O. BELL, Mgr. 

Howard O. Bell 

The steel structures for the low 

voltage side of our Mason City 
and Virginia substations has now 
arrived and we hope to be able to 

energize the 
Virginia S u b- 
station around 
October 1. How¬ 
ever this will 
depend on when 
we receive our 
t r ansf ormers 
for this station. 
There will be 
some interrup¬ 

tions in service in this area which 
will be unavoidable, but we feel 
sure that the increased voltage you 
will receive after this station is in 
operation will more than offset the 
inconvenience of these interrup¬ 
tions. 

FEEDER LINES 

A new three phase feeder line is 
to be built from the Virginia sub¬ 
station north to the Oakford- 
Chandlerville road and a two phase 
line from there across the river and 
then west to a point west of the 
hard road. Since these new lines 
will follow our present lines in 
most places, there will be some in¬ 
terruptions in service in this area 
also. 

Another three phase line is to 
be built along the Easton black 
top road beginning at the end of 
our present two phase west of 
Mason City and extending north 
to the Easton black top and then 
west to within one mile of State 
route 97. The engineering work on 
these lines has been done and the 
contractor has already started con¬ 
struction. When completed this 
will be one more step towards ade¬ 
quate voltage in all areas. 

POST CARD BILLING 

We have received our new bill¬ 
ing machine and it was first used 
in preparing the August 1st and 
August 20th bills. So far we have 
received very few objections to the 
post card bills. In a previous issue 
of the Illinois REA News we re¬ 
quested that you give this method 
a years trial and we feel that by 
that time any advantages or dis¬ 
advantages of this method will be 
definitely proven. We checked with 
our postal authorities before set¬ 
ting this machine as to whether 
these bills would violate any postal 
regulations and they assured us 
that they would not. 

NEW EMPLOYEES 
During the latter part of August 

Miss Lois Atterberry joined the 
office personnel and has taken 
over the duties of Miss Jean Goet- 
ting. Jean left our staff as of Aug¬ 
ust 1 and decided that since ^he 
was going to change her occupa¬ 
tion she would also change her 
name and so now we must call her 
Mrs. Henry Whitehurst and we 
take this opportunity to extend our 
congratulations to both, Jean and 
Hank. 

Miss Patricia Past, who helped 
us out during her summer vaca¬ 
tion, left us as of September 1st to 
become a student at the University 
of Illinois. 

REA PERSONNEL 

Paul Hensen, REA Auditor, com¬ 
pleted an audit of your coopera¬ 
tives books on August 12 and we 
enjoyed having him with us. Our 
bookkeeper; Glenn Worth, appre¬ 
ciated the information and sug¬ 
gestions Mr. Hensen gave him, 
very much. 

N. L. Lundeen, REA field con¬ 
struction engineer and A. E. Puls, 
REA assistant regional engineer, 
visited our cooperative on August 
2 and spent the day conferring 
with your manager and line fore¬ 
man regarding construction proce¬ 
dures and the present need for 
various system improvements. We 

NEWS FROM 

Jo-Car roll 
Charles C, Youtzy, Mgr. 

Elizabeth, 111. 

Charles Youtzy 

Any member or any person see¬ 
ing fire or flashes on our trans¬ 
mission or distribution line, please 
be sure to notify us at once as it 
may reduce outage time and save 
the Cooperative a lot of time and 

money in find¬ 
ing it. We want 
to thank Duane 
Townsend, who 
is one of our 
members, for 
notifying us 
concerning 
trouble near his 
place which 
made it’ neces¬ 

sary for us to change out an in¬ 
sulator and cross-arm, which was 
the cause of the long outage on 
the South Substation, Sunday, Sep¬ 
tember 11. 

Hunting season is here again, 
which means that some of these 
hunters will attempt to try their 
skill at breaking insulators. We 
wish to ask anyone witnessing 
such an act, to please notify the 
office at once as this is a very 
serious matter to our members as 
well as to the Cooperative. 

LINEMAN INJURED 
Red Smuck, maintenance line¬ 

man, was injured about 10 p. m. 
while on duty, Saturday night, 
August 2th. He was descending the 
transformer pole at the Raymond 
Bleakley farm after having re¬ 
stored service, when his hook cut 
out causing him to fall to the 
ground. He suffered bruises and 
a fractured bone in his ankle which 
necessitated his being off the job 
for over two weeks, during which 
time Bob Stanley of the construc¬ 
tion crew served as maintenance 
man. 

BEST WISHES 
Rumor has it that cupid has fin¬ 

ally caught up with Bill Sullivan, 
engineer for this project, from 
Laramore and Douglass, Inc. Our 
best wishes go to Bill and his 
bride and we are very appreciative 
of the snap shot of his choice, 
which was received at this office 
a few weeks ago. We always knew 
Bill would pick a beauty. 

ANNUAL MEETING 
The Board of Directors are 

starting to lay the ground work 
for our 10th Annual Meeting. 
This meeting will mark the 
completion of a decade of rur ! 
electric service by your cooper¬ 
ative and the plan is to make 
it the biggest and best annual 
meeting we have ever had. 
Watch this column for further 
news and the date of this an¬ 
nual meeting. 

BRING YOUR STUBS 
When paying your bill at the of¬ 

fice be sure to bring your stub 
with you or when sending your 
remittance through the mail be 
sure to enclose your stub with 
your check or money order. We 
bill 1400 consumers and it takes 
the better part of five days to 
complete the billing. This time is 
only wasted if our members neg¬ 
lect to bring their stubs with them. 
It is understandable that a member 
might forget his bill once in a 
while but when the same member 
comes in without his stub, month 
after month, it seems as though 
it is done deliberately. 

look forward, with pleasure, to 
their next visit. 

ANNUAL MEETING 
The Menard Electric Cooperative 

was represented at the eighth an¬ 
nual convention of the Association 
of Illinois Electric Cooperatives 
which was held in East St. Louis 
on September 8 and 9, by Mr. and 
Mrs. Homer T. Brown; Mr. and 
Mrs. Charles E. Smith and son 
Kenneth; Mr. and Mrs. W. H. 
Montgomery and Mr. and Mrs. 
Howard O. Bell. 
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NEWS FROM 
M.J.M. Co-op 

Carlinville, OL 

A. C. BARNES. Mgr. 

TELEPHONE NUMBERS FOR 
OUTAGE CALLS 

Office—8:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. 
except Sat. & Sunday holi¬ 
days   Carlinville 136 

Homer Virden—Carlinville 326-L 
John Scroggins-Carlinville 577-Y 
Aerio Balestn    
    Hillsboro County 2005 

Claude McAfee   Brighton 40 
Charles W. Witt, 803 Sumner St., 
   Jersey ville 296W 

Wayne Bandy, 830 School st., 
  Hillsboro 830 KX 

Delmar Miller, Walnut St.   
  Jerseyville 688 W2 

Howard Bloomfield *  
  -  Carlinville 153-L 

If lineman does not answer and 
for any other business aside from 
trouble calls—Call A. C. Barnes, 
Carlinville 565-L. 

KEEP THIS LIST NEAR YOUR 
TELEPHONE. Check with your 
neighbors to see if their lights are 
out before calling. Then report the 
line outage. 

COOPERATION INSURES 
BETTER SERVICE 

During the latter part of August 

vve were forced to have some inter¬ 

ruptions in our service. These 

interruptions were caused by the 

fact that in the vicinity of Stand¬ 

ard City a new bridge was being 

constructed on a new state high¬ 

way and we were forced to move 
our line back in order that the 
bridge construction crew could op¬ 
erate their large cranes. We ap¬ 
preciate the fact that these inter¬ 
ruptions are annoying, particularly, 
if you are using an electrical ap¬ 

pliance at .hat time. We try not 
to have such interruptions any 
longer than necessary. 

At the present time we are in¬ 
creasing the ca¬ 
pacity of our 
Anderson sub¬ 
station and this 

has forced us to 
have short in¬ 
terruptions i n 

the Carlinville 
area. We hope 
to have the 

A. C- Barnea work at this 

sub-station completed within the 

next week. It has always been our 
policy to try to do work which re¬ 
quires an interruption in the ser¬ 
vice the latter part of the week 
because we feel that this would 
cause the least amount of incon¬ 
venience. 

If we are successful in securing 
bid for the conversion of some 
our line in the Carlinville area, 

i will, perhaps .have short inter- 

ptions while doing this work 
ter in the fall. It has become 

ecessary that we make certain 
hanges in the size of our wire in 

view of the increased load. This 
work is included in the contract 
which we are now trying to negoti¬ 
ate and which we hope will be 
successful to start within another 
month. 

ANNUAL MEETING 

We want to again call your at¬ 
tention to the annual meeting of 
your cooperative which will be 

^ld in Carlinville on Saturday, 
ovember 19th, at 11 a. m. at the 
irlinville Community High School 
iditorium. Registration for this 
eeting will open at 10:30 a. m. 

.'e are happy to tell you that we 

ave secured the services of the 
home economics class of the Car¬ 
linville Community High School 
who will serve a lunch at our 
meeting this year. 

We will have the usual business 
session in the moring and the af¬ 
ternoon will be given over to a 

fine talk and appropriate music. 
There will be prizes to be given 
away at the end of the meeting 
and these prizes will again be 
distributed according to the three 

counties. This method of distribut¬ 
ing the prizes permits each county 

r 
to receive the same number. We 
are making this distribution in 
hopes that it will encourage those 
members who live some distance 
from Carlinville to attend the meet¬ 
ing. 

In view of the fact that the harv¬ 
est season is early this year and 
since our meeting does not come 
until November, we feel that our 
members should have all the crops 
in by the date of the meeting so 
that they can attend. We are look¬ 
ing forward to a larger delegation 
than in any years previous. 

Immediately preceding the date 
of the meeting you will receive 
your proxy, program of the meet¬ 
ing, and included will be a post 

card on which you are to make the 
number of reservations that you 
want for lunch. It is necessary for 
the group that serves the meal to 
know definitely the number to be 
served in advance so that they will 
know how much food to prepare. 
We urge that you mark the post 
card and return it to us as soon 
as it is received. 

The complete program for the 
meeting will be given in this col¬ 

umn in the November issue. Mark 
the date on your calendar—SAT-' 
URDAY, NOVEMBER 19th—and 
plan to be with us on this day. 

STATE MEETING 

This cooperative was represented 
at the annual convention of the 
Association of Illinois Electric Co¬ 
operatives at East St. Louis on 
September 8th and 9th by the fol¬ 
lowing: President and Mrs. W. H. 
Monke, Litchfield; Vice President 
and Mrs. Carl E'loome, Carlinville; 
Mr. and Mrs. Henry F. Egelhoff. 
Jerseyville; Attorney Alvin G. 
Whitehouse, Gillespie; A. C. Barnes, 
manager, Carlinville, and V. L. 
Wilson, office secretary. Mrs. Wil¬ 
son served at the registration desk 
during the convention. 

At the close of the meeting a- 
wards were given to those present 
and Carl Bloome received a mix- 
master; W. H. Monke, canopener; 
Mrs. Wilson. one-fourth H.P. 
motor. 

Our Employees 

Howard Bloomfield, lineman, is 
vacationing in Missouri. Claud Mc¬ 
Afee, lineman at Brighton, enjoy¬ 
ed his vacation around hime. Gra- 
cie Krone, billing clerk, spent her 
vacation at the Dells, Wisconsin, 
W. C. Phillips, bookkeeper, visited 

in Jacksonville, Florida, with his 
son who is stationed there with the 
Navy and they then visited in Ok¬ 
lahoma with their daughter and 
grandchildren. John Allen, ware¬ 
house clerk, spent his vacation at 
home in Raymond. 

NEWS LETTERS 

“We have a new son Dorn Aug¬ 
ust 1st, weighing eight pounds and 
he has been named Charles Wil¬ 
liam.”—Mr. and Mrs. C. L. Schoene- 
man, Shipman. 

“Our electric bill is a little high¬ 
er this month than usual, but we 
have been using an electric cement 
mixer, putting a concrete floor in 
our double garage, and a concrete 
floor and foundation in our new 
milk house, but it was pretty cheap 
help even though our bill is 
higher.” — Lee Best, Carlinville. 

“We have recently purchased an 
electric range. We enjoy the elec¬ 
tric power so much and are sure 
lost when it is off.”—Oliver Green¬ 
wood, Coffeen, Illinois. 

“It seems as though the Edwards 
family is a little slow on their 

light bill, but as we took a short 
vacation we weren’t at home when 

the 20th came. We saw many beaut¬ 
iful sites including the Wisconsin 

Dells; Cave of the Mounds, Devils 
Lake and the Grotto at Rudyville, 
Wisconsin. It seemed so odd to see 

miles and miles where there were 
no lights especially in the Indian 
Reservation and how they live. 
Hope we never have to do without 

the lights and appliances that goes 
along with it. The company and 

linemen seem always on the job 
when trouble is at hand. Thank 
everyone for the wonderful job 

they are doing for the Cooperative.” 
—Lee Edwards and family, Car¬ 
linville. 

NEW APPLIANCES 
Milking Machine—John Gotter 

Jr., Brighton. 

Refrigerator—Elmer Blackburn, 
Coffeen. 

Deep Freeze — Cecil Burleson. 
Water Heaters—Rufus Sanner, 

Shipman; J. H. Hagen, Fieldon; 
Herman E. Stille, Staunton; Nich¬ 
olas Egelhoff, Walshville; Delmar 
Kunz, Fillmore; Earl Greenwood, 
Fillmore, Truman Reiher. Carlin¬ 
ville; Clyde Sarginson, Medora; 
George Brohammer, Fillmore; H. 
C. Kampwerth, Bunker Hill; Frank 
Loy, Jerseyville. 

The board of directors is endeavor¬ 
ing to work out a satisfactory Electric 
water heater rate applicable to ap¬ 
proved water heaters. Members hav¬ 
ing water heater coils in a fuel burn¬ 
ing range, or furnace, will not be 
entitled to the rate. 

Mr. and Mrs. Edward Stevenson. 
and Mr. L. C. 
Marvel attended 
the annual meet¬ 
ing of the As¬ 
sociation of the 
Illinois Electrical 
Cooper a t i v e s 
which was held 
September 8 t h 
and 9th at East 

L. C. Marvel St. Louis. They 
reported a very fine meeting. 

Lloyd Dickson has been appointed 
delegate to the Division meeting of 
the National Association to be held 
at Madison, Wisconsin, on Septem¬ 
ber 28th and 29th. 

Lloyd Dickson, H. A. Allen 
and L. C. Marvel attended the 
annual meeting of the Adams 
Electrical Cooperative held at 
Bailey Park, Camp Point, on 
August 23rd. 
Lee Murphy attended a meeting of 

the Institute of Cooperation held in 
Madison, Wisconsin, August 22 to 
26th. He was accompanied by Mrs. 
Murphy and made an extended trip 
through the north, visiting relatives, 
at Sioux Falls, South Dakota, and 
places of interest such as the Dells, 
and the highest point in Illinois, which 
is in the northern part of the state. 
They also visited their daughter, and 
husband, Mr. and Mrs. Jack Leamon, 
of Lena. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lee Leonard and 
son Larry have returned from a trip 
to Glendale, California, where they 
visited relatives, and attended the 
wedding of their son Rolland to Miss 
Martha Atkins, of Carthage. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Dickson, have 
returned from a trip to the west 
coast, visiting relatives, and places 
of interest. 

Our radio frequency has been 
changed yet, due to the fact we 
have not been able to get our permit. 

“N” SECTION 
We completed 17 extensions on 

“N” Section during the month of 
August. A total of 15.18 miles have 
been staked. We hope those who 
are signed on the "N” section will be 
patient, as we are working as fast 
as we can to make these line exten¬ 
sions. We will not be able to get 
to every one at once, but will get 
every one as soon as possible. 

In making line extensions it is 
necessary that the power be turned 
off from a few minutes to a couple of 
hours. We realize these outages are 
annoying, and we do appreciate the 
cooperation of our members at such 
times. 

NEWS FROM 
Southwestern 
Electric Co-op 

Greenville, 11L 

I V- C. KALLAL, Manager 

TELEPHONE NUMBERS | 

Bond County—Office, lire^nville, Tel. j 
366. Office Hours: 8:00 A.M. to 5:00 f 
P.M. except Sundays or Holidays. | 
Before oi after office hours, on Sun- ! 

days, call: Paul G. Morgan, Green- 
vie 796. or V. C. Kallal, Grcemille 
379. 

Payette County—Maurice Ketten, St. 
Elmo 326. 

Madison County—Ed. Barnes, Edwards- 
ville 1087. 

More than 100 new members 
were connected to your system 
during the month of August. The 
totals show that to date this year, 

215 miles of 
line were ex¬ 
tended to 616 
farms, residenc¬ 
es and commer¬ 
cial establish¬ 
ments. This is 
just a little 
better than the 
record for last 
year. As far as 

can be determined, the last line ex¬ 
tension of 20 or more miles in 
length was completed during Aug¬ 
ust. From now on, four to five 
miles will be long for single exten¬ 
sions. and most of them will be 
under two miles in length. 

Although the job of covering the 
area is pretty well completed, there 
are literally hundreds of short ex¬ 
tensions yet to build and it is like¬ 
ly that another three to five years• 
will be required to complete the 
job. As one travels through the 
area, there are many farms on 
which the buildings have been va¬ 
cated. Many of these will be re¬ 
novated sometime in the future to 
serve as a farmstead for some new 
owner. It is interesting to note the 
change in value of marginal farms 
after the farm-to-market reads and 
cooperative rural electric lines pass 
by, or nearby. 

HEAVY LINES 

Despite the fact that 832 con¬ 
nections were made from August 
31, 1848 to August 31, 1949, the av¬ 
erage monthly consumption has in¬ 
creased from 185 to 227 kilowatt 
hours. Both the increased number 
of members and the increased con¬ 
sumption make added capacity ne¬ 
cessary and, we must admit in 
many areas rather urgent. 

Work west of Worden station 
should gain momentum now that 
Cahokia creek has been crossed. 
We would very much like to con¬ 
tinue this rebuilding work for an¬ 
other six to ^ight weeks in this 
particular area if it can be done 
without too much hardship for 
those operating stokers or oil 
furnaces. 

Your cooperation has been ex¬ 
cellent to date and is much appre¬ 
ciated. As we have pointed out be¬ 
fore, were there a feasible method 
of line rebuilding without service 
interruption, we certainly would 
use it. 

. PUBLIC RELATIONS 

For some time your Board of 
Directors has felt the need of a 
public relations program. Recent¬ 
ly, Wayne Maley, an agricultural 
engineer from Iowa, has been em¬ 
ployed to develop such a program. 
The program is to include help in 
selection, care and operation of 
farm and home appliances. 

Until Mr. Maley is better ac¬ 
quainted with the area and the 
problems of your cooperative, his 
work will be spread pretty thin. 
However, there are community 
units organized in many areas and 
he would welcome an opportunity 
to assist your program chairman. 
This would enable him to contact 
the most people in discussing the 
problems of using electric service 
to the best advantage on your 
farms and in your homes. 

Then, too, there may be indi¬ 
vidual problems on the selection of 
electrical equipment with which 

V. C Kallal 

you would like some help. We ask, 
therefore, that you contact us and 
if we can help, we will be glad to 
do so. 

POULTRY LIGHTED 
Those of you interested in heavy 

egg production during the winter 
months know why you want it, 
how you get it, and you also know 
about the dangers of such a pro¬ 
duction program. Articles on these 
subjects appear periodically in 
your farm and poultry journals. 
About all that is left then is for 
your rural electric cooperative to 
remind you to check the wiring to 
and in your poultry house. 

As we have pointed out so many 
times, the wiring in farm out¬ 
buildings is put to the most severe 
tests. In most farm buildings 
there is a combination of dirt, dust, 
moisture and acids from manure, 
and or droppings that promotes 
and accelerates corrosion and de- 

the wiring is in good condition be¬ 
fore you start your program of 
"daylight saving” for the laying 
flock. 

And while we are thinking 
about the poultry, we would 
like to warn you against the 
use of poultry water warmers 
that do not meet the require¬ 
ments set up by the National 
Board of Fire Underwriters. 
Play safe and use only approv¬ 
ed appliances of that kind. 
Without changing the subject • 

heading, we would like to add that 
the wise farm operator will have 
all of his wiring checked and re¬ 
paired for winter use. It’s a good 
safety precaution and just good 

: farm management. 

ANNUAL MEETING 

The Annual Meeting of the mem¬ 
bers of the Southwestern Electric 
Cooperative, will be held at the 
high school gymnasium. Green¬ 
ville, at 10:30 a. m. on Saturday, 
October 22. 

All members are urged to attend 
the meeting to lear - how the co¬ 
operative progressed during the 
year, as well as visit with their 
friends and neighbors. A free lunch 
will be served at noon and there 
will be entertainment. 

Please send luncheon reservation 
card to the cooperative office by 
October 16, but do not return it 
unless planning to attend the lun¬ 
cheon. 

In the event members cannot at¬ 
tend this meeting, the proxy 
should be filled out appointing 
some other member to vote in his 
stead. This form may be given to 
the person appointed as the mem¬ 
ber’s proxy and who is attending 
the meeting, or it may be mailed to 

.the cooperative office immediately. 

OPERATING STATISTICS 
July, 1949 

Miles Energized   1,749.27 
Revenue Per mile   $21.90 
Total Connected 
Members    5,138 
Density Per Mile   2.96 
Average Bill    $7.79 
Average KWH Used  224.02 
KWH Sold   1,093,903 

% Minimum Bills  14% 
July, 1948 

Miles Energized  1,445.18 
Revenue Per Mile 19.63 
Total Connected Members 4,369 
Density Per Mile  3.02 
Average Bill  $6.79 
Average KWH Used  183.00 
% Minimum Bills  20% 
KWH Sold   763,942 

New Covering For Walls 
Soon To Be Available 

A new kind of wall covering 

made of cotton with a baked-on 
paint finish will make its debut 
for home decorators this fall. 

The new process by which the 
paint is baked onto the cotton base 

not only allows the materials to be 
washed but makes it cover and 
hide cracks in the wall plaster, the 
manufacturer said. Because of its 
strength, it also resists fresh 
cracks. 

Eight patterns, as well as plain 
tints in high style colors, soon will 
be available. 
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Farming News Notes 
PRICE SUPPORTS cepted as inevitable by a large 

Most controversial of pre- ^segment of our society, 
sent farm programs is the price pRQM USDA 

-fP“‘ KThe end^f! Department of Agriculture 
World War 11 has seen the : off^^ have told manufactur_ 
end of one type of program ^ that jts offer to rchase 

anned pnmardy at increasing bjns an(j com arable structurcs 

60-80 pounds of molasses to' 
each ton of green feed. Or you 
can use 200-250 pounds of 
corn and cob meal. 

■* * * 

Illinois farmers produce 
and harvest corn with about 
seven man hours of labor per 
acre. 

for the storage of CCC-owned 
or controlled shelled corn and 
other grains is not limited to 
any specific design of struc¬ 
ture or type of material. The 
Department will consider offers 
for all types and designs of 
bins, tanks, and other storage 
structures whether constructed 
of wood, plywood, steel, alu¬ 
minum, or other materials. 

★ ★ * 

Corn belt farmers are 
urged to continue the immu¬ 
nization of swine against 
against cholera. Investiga¬ 
tions of near by losses of 
hogs in Iowa and nearby 
states show presence of hog 
cholera in unvaceinated ani¬ 
mals. 

★ It * 

An increase of approxi¬ 
mately 255,000 head of cattle 
on feed for market is re¬ 
ported in the 11 Corn Belt 
States this Fall. This is es¬ 
timated to be 24 per cent 
higher than one year ago. 

★ * * 

Farmers are raising 29 per 

production: Today, the empha¬ 
sis has changed to that of pro¬ 
viding American farmers with 
a steady, high-level income. 
This last program is the more 
difficult to put into action. 

Two alternatives in the sup¬ 
port program now face the 
Conoiess. The first is the mak¬ 
ing into law the Aiken plan 
developed during the 80th 
Congress. The second is the 
administration or Brannan 
plan brought forth since the 
1948 election. 

SUPPORT PLANS 

The Aiken plan contains in 
it more familiar provisions than 
the Brannan program. It is 
based on a parity price ar¬ 
rangement that has support of 
the major farm organizations. 
A careful study of the Aiken 
bill reveals that it also con¬ 
tains some features proposed i 
in the Brannan program (i.e., 
under certain conditions acre¬ 
age allotments can be made). 
However, most of such fea¬ 
tures are permissive not man¬ 
datory. 

The Brannan program cent more turkeys this year, 
(which at the moment does A total of 41,107,000 birds 
not appear to be particularly makes this the second largest 
receptive to farm organiza- crop on record, exceeded only 
tions) makes a new approach jjy the 1945 crop of 44-million 
in that the consumers are con- birds. Growers in 1948 en- 
siaered in the program as well joyed a seller’s market and the 
as the farmers. Against its highest prices yet obtained 
adoption is the fact that it is came in that year, 
difficult to estimate its probable 
costs to the taxpayers. In a FROM U. OF 1. 
rising market it will hold up Total food production for 
well. In a falling market, the this year is expected to be 
results are questionable. about 25 per cent greater than 

in the prewar years 1935-39. 
OTHER FARM PLANS * * 

Less known is the controver- ; por dependable long-time 
sial Gore Bill passed by the pj.Qfj£g you can t go wrong 
House, which likely will not be , raising hogs. Studies made at 
considered in the Senate. As a university show that during 
compromise to the Brannan the 23 years 1925-47, hogs 
program, t h e administration made a profit over an costs for 

will offer the Anderson pro- 15 years. There were only 
gram, sponsored by the former S€Ven years when thcy dld not 

Secretary of Agriculture now show a profit and in 1945 they 
Senator from New Mexico. ! ;ust broke even. The facts are 

Unless there is immediate based on a study 0f' 5 hog 
action taken by the Congress, | £arms and 37 grain farms. 
the Aiken program will become 1 -n, V r. . . , „ 
1 u J f n u i Three ways to eliminate loss low by default by anuary, . , . . r. ^ , 7 7 ' 7 in shipping livestock to mar- 

; ket have been announced. All 
FACTORS involve—-proper bedding in 

Surplus crops, unemploy-1 stock cats and trucks, 
aaent, the English Pound de- A one-inch layer of sand will 
valuation. Foreign conditions cut shipping losses in half, 
generally, may affect any fu- Avoid cinder bedding for hogs 
ture farm program. Should —they 11 eat it and injure the 
conditions appear that would linings of the intestines, which 
lower the farmers income be- are used as sausage casings, 
low the expected 10 to 11 per ; In hot weather hogs should 
cent, the Brannan plan would be showered and iced. Don't 
loom more likely of adoption, do this for cattle. About 200 
Under extreme adverse condi- pounds of ice distributed in the 
tions, the American farmer can hog car will prevent overheat- 
expect the imposition of rigid ing loss. A hog with a wet belly 
controls. is a live hog all the way to 

FARMERS’ PROGRAM | market. Avoid straw for hog 

The greatest problem of the hfdd\^ summer—it gener- 
American is the education of 1 

ates 00 muc ea * 
the public to reasons for farm ! In winter, stock cars should 
supports. Labor groups in gen- prepared inside with strong 
eral understand it; the average elephant-hide paper or 
white collar worker and small slatted up enough to stop the 
business man does not. Large drivin9 winter winds from 
business operators and certain striking the animals, 
political elements do not want £)jj) YOU KNOW? 
to face up to it. They prefer ir <• 1 1 „ c- • 
confusing the issue for their I r 

Selt-fef ho9s usufUy fimsh 

own interests. ,for , f arKet somewhat more 
The fact is: Farm incomes <l0^kly *^an hand-fed ho9si 

and national prosperity paral-' ?nd, >:et ‘hey requ.re no more 
lei each other. When farm in- feed for each Pou''d °l 9^- 
comes are down, the nation I * * * 
enters a business depression, j In making alfalfa silage. 
This condition is no longer ac- jyou’ll get best results by adding 

NEWS FROM 

Southeastern 
Harrisbur< 111- 

A. F. LENTZ, Supt. 

considerable rehabilitation work 
in Gallatin, Hardin, and Saline 
counties as well as an application 
lor funds for the new headquar¬ 
ter building which we hope to 
build beginning in the early 
Spring. 
The floor plan of this new build¬ 

ing has been agreed upon between 

the Management, Board of Trustees, 
and the REA officials in Washington. 
The firm of Wilson and McCoy Ar¬ 
chitects, Mt. Vernon, has been se¬ 
lected to draw up the detail plans for 

this new building which will include 
a complete modern office together 
with a storage and warehouse con¬ 
necting the office building with the 

op Property located in Golconda. As 
we are in the process of remodeling 
the brick building, formerly housing 

the generating plant of the Pope- 
Hardin Power Company, before it 
was damaged by the 1937 flood. 

A new front together with new 
doors and windows are being installed. 
The inside of the building is com¬ 
pletely being done jDver, including a 
new roof, new ceiling, walls plas¬ 

tered, and a new floor. When com¬ 
pleted it will make a very attrac¬ 
tive headquarters building for this 

area. A new garage to house the co¬ 
operative equipment will be built in 

the back of this office building. This 
will permit the cooperative to have 

We are very sorry to hear of the 
death of Harry Slattery, the third 
REA Administrator, who died in 
Washington, D. C. on September 1, 

1949. Mr. Slattery was head of the 
Rural Electrification Administration 
during the time the office was located 

in St. Louis, and many of us remem¬ 
ber Mr. Slattery 

from our associ¬ 

ation with him at 

that time. He had 
served in vari¬ 

ous Government 
capacities for 

some 30 years, 

and was on the 
verge of retire- 

Art Lentz ment at the time 
of his death. 

We wish to state at this time 

that the construction of the new 

Harrisburg Substation located 
some four miles West of Harris¬ 

burg is completed as of this date, 
but has not been energized as yet 

due to the fact that it is our in¬ 
tention to complete the construc¬ 

tion of the surrounding fence for 
safety measures. 

SUBSTATION 
The construction of this substation 

will tend to improve the voltage con¬ 
dition in Johnson and Pope counties 
to a considerable extent. After this 
station has been energized, we will 
then dismantle the present Galatia 

station and rebuild it at a point be¬ 
tween Thompsonville and Benton. 

This new Thompsonville station will 
permit considerable improvement in 

voltage condition in the eastern and 
southern part of Franklin county as 
well as the nordi part of Williamson 
county which area lying east and 
west of Johnson City is now being 
served by the present Benton sub- 

i station. 
NEW CONSTRUCTION 

j The construction crews are rapidly 
! completing extensions in the various 
parts of the project area. The lines 

! south of Golconda have been com- 
; pleted, transformers are being in- 
i stalled as of this writing. Several ex¬ 

tensions in the Ridgway-Junction area 
are being completed now. 

Pole setting is going on in Ham¬ 

ilton county areas west of Dale where 
we have considerable mileage to i 
build and it is our aim to complete ■ 
the Hamilton county construction I 
during this fall. Poles have been ' 

hauled in the area south of Marion 
extending into Johnson county known 

as the Goreville-Neilson area. This 
area also extends eastward toward 

Creal Springs. 
This construction program will 

largely take care of this entire 
area. One of our engineering 
crews is staking the lines in the 
Harper-Town area, northeast of 
Tunnel Hill, in Johnson county. 
Other Johnson county lines will 
be staked as rapidly as we can 
get to them. In fact, construction 
crews are working in Hamilton, 
Williamson, Franklin, Johnson, 
Pope, Hardin, and Gallatin coun¬ 

ties and the extensions on the 

“L" Section in these various areas 
are expected to be completed be¬ 

fore bad weather. 
Considerable mileage is to be 

staked in the Harco-North America 

area of Saline and the eastern part 
of Williamson county yet this fall. 

“M” SECTION NOTES 
\ our cooperative expects to sub¬ 

mit to REA within the next 30 days ! 
an additional 150 miles of distribution 
line scattered over its entire area 

known as our "M” Section. 

This section will also include 

present garage building. It is to be their equipment and supplies along 
located just off Highway 45 on prop- , writh the office at one location. 
erty owned by the cooperative better 

described, as near the radio tower. 

PAYMENT OF BILLS 
We would like to state again that 

quite a large number of our mem¬ 

bers are mailing in cash on payment 

It is expected when the transmis* 
sion line is completed that the pres¬ 
ent generating plant will be dis¬ 
mantled and the property sold. 

LINE NOTES 
On August 23, bids were opened 

of their electric bills, instead of checks for the construction of approximate- 
or money orders. A w;ord of caution ly 30 miles of 69 K V transmission 

to the effect that this Cooperative line together with three new sub¬ 
can not be responsible for cash mailed stations, and there were six bids in¬ 

directly. We would suggest instead,- ceived. Wken these bids were tab- 
that you mail your check or post j ulated and submitted to REA for 

office money order in payment of consideration, all bids w’ere rejected 
these bills, as cash is so apt to be as being excessive, 
lost in the mail. j As this article is being written. 

If you continue to send cash, it this transmission construction is be- 
must be at your own risk and we j ing re-advertised and a new bid date 
note also, that in a number of in- will be set as early as possible. We 
stances money is received in an en- are very sorry that we were not able 
velope without the stub. In all cases to get an acceptable bid price on this 
where payment is mailed direct to 

the office, be sure and enclose the 
stub so that your account may cor¬ 
rectly be identified and proper credit 
given. 

This will assist the cashier as w7ell 
as the billing department in the 

proper recording of your payment. 
Along this line we wish to state that 

considerable thought is being given 
to setting up a self billing procedure, 
which has been in operation in quite 
a number of cooperatives in Illinois 
for quite some time, and k has 

worked out very successfully. When 
this is set up, it will mean that we 

first bidding, as it will mean a loss 

of approximately 30 days in getting 

started on this construction and it is 
hoped that at the second bidding aa 

acceptable bidder car be approved 
and construction started on this work. 

POSTAGE DUE 
It has been called to our attention 

that in the large volume of mail that 
we receive each day that several of 
our members wdio pay their bills by 
mailing cash in the envelope do not 

put sufficient postage on these let¬ 

ters which requires this Office to pay 
additional postage before this mail 
can be received from the local PcitJ 

will mail a booklet containing all the Office. 

>ears supply of meter reading cards ; You are cautioned that if you i» 
together with a rate schedule show- : sist upon mailing cash in open mail, 
ing just what your bill w'ould be and ] that sufficient postage be ‘put on your 

you will not only read your meter, i letter that it can be received at this 
but figure your bill at the same time, office for unless the practice is cbeck- 

This procedure will eliminate at ed, we will be forced to refuse to 
least 50 per cent of the work in the 
billing department as you will be 

able to glance at the rate sheet and 
determine the exact amount of your 
bill. We probably will take only a 
portion of our accounts on this new 

procedure to begin with, and it will 
not start before January 1. We are 

just passing this information along 

and we will have further information 
in later issues of the Illinois REA 

news. 

DELINQUENT ACCOUNTS 
We have had such fine response 

accept these letters with postage due, 

thus causing your account to become 
delinquent for lack of postage. So 

be sure that your mail addressed to 
us carries sufficient postage for de¬ 
livery. 

PROPER GROUNDING 
It has been called to our attention 

that several members have installed 

water systems of the Package Unit” 
type which includes merely a drop 

cord which can be plugged into any 
convenient outlet, and service on this 
system started. We wish to caution 

from oiy membership in regard to everyone installing a water system 

payment of their electric bills that we that this pump and system must be 
hesitate to bring this subject to your grounded with a third wire running 
attention again. However, there are from the pump and motor back to 
still a few that either through over- tbe switch box. W^e have found that 

.sight or purely neglect fail to send in in several installations where this 
their payments at the proper time, system was not grounded, that a short 

This causes an undue amount of worEr could be devolped in the electric mb- 
in our office and increases the cost tor thus making all water pipes and 

of opeiation. plumbing Hot , making it very dan- 

We have sent our servicemen 
in the various areas with a "Hard 

Boded Attitude” to make some 
collections, with instructions "to 
collect or disconnect.” Of course, 
this is the last resort and in or¬ 
der that you may not be on this 
list, we would suggest that you 
keep your accounts current at all 
times. 

NEW APPLIANCES 
We wish to state again that new 

gerous. 
If this -system is grounded back 

to the switch box, then if a short 
develops with proper fusing rhe 
fuse will blow, thus protecting the 
user. So be sure that your water 
system is properly grounded to 
the switch box to make it safe for 
use. 

RURAL TELEPHONES 
In the last issue of the Illinois REA 

News we told you that we would 
equipment in the form of electric give you additional information if, 

ranges, refrigerators, hot water heat- and when available, 

ers, water systems, to say nothing of The Eighth Annual Convention of 
the dozens of small appliances, are the Association of Illinois Electric 

being added to the various lines over 

the entire system. This is a condi- 
Cooperatives held a two day meet¬ 
ing at the Broadview Hotel, East St. 

tion that reflects faith of our members ! LouiS( ^ September 8 and 9. On 

in the future to the point that they 4* second day of this meeting, there 

are investing in modern appliances was a • discussion on "Rural Tek- 
and ^ labor saving equipment both in phones" by Clyde T. Ellis, executive 

manager, NRECA, and we are ex- the home and on the outside. 

REPAIRS 
Considerable added improvement i; 

being made at this time to the Co 

peering to be able to give you addi¬ 
tional information in the next issue 

of the Illinois REA New*. 



PAGE TWENTY ILLINOIS REA NEWS OCTOBER—1949 

Phones Essential For Farm Fires Take 3,500 Lives Annually 

Good Electric Service, 
AdamsManager Asserts 

Good electric service goes hand in hand with adequate rural 
telephone communication. Without adequate telephones, power 
co-ops are severely handicapped in repairing outages promptly. 

This is what Manager Dean Searls told the more than 
1.300 members and their families who turned out for the 10th 
annual meeting of Adams Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative held in Bailey 
Park, Camp Point, August 23. 

The manager endorsed the 
U. S. Senate bill, companion 
legislation to the Poage bill 
already passed by the House, 
which would provide loan 
funds for the extension of rural 
telephones. 

Cites Need 
Illustrating the need for 

such legislation, Searls revealed 
that 60 per cent of the Adams 
Electric co-op farms do not 
have phones. This means, in 
many instances, that service in¬ 
terruptions last needlessly for 
several hours when they could 
have been repaired promptly 
had telephone service been 
available to report the outages. 

Searls reviewed the testi¬ 
mony he presented before the 
Senate committee which held 
hearings on the bill. He pointed 
out that for the first six months 
existing rural phone companies 
would have priority on loans, 
after which funds would be 
available to rural electric co¬ 
operatives also. 

Manager Searls reported on 
the co-op/s progress since last 
years annual meeting. In 1948 
the co-op connected 707 new 
members. From January of this 
year to the present time, 500 
more members have been 
added to the system. He ex¬ 
pressed the belief that the total 
connections for this year would 
exceed the number connected 
in 1948. 

Radio Helps 
In addition the co-op has 

equipped two more trucks with 
two-way radios. The coopera¬ 
tive now has eight trucks with 
radio equipment. “During the 
very severe ice storm which 
was encountered on January 
1st of this year, our radio 
equipment played a very big 
part in our ability to restore 
service quickly,"’ the manager 
explained. 

The problem of inadequate 
power in some of the co-op’s 
area is being corrected by the 
installation of voltage regula¬ 
tors. Two new sub-stations 
have been constructed, one at 
Ursa, the other at Adams. The 
one at Ursa has been ener¬ 
gized. These two stations also 
will help to improve low volt¬ 
age in the areas. 

Searls pointed out that one 
of the most difficult problems 
which confronts the manage¬ 
ment in giving the members 

adequate electrical power at 
reasonable cost is clearance of 
trees and underbrush. The co¬ 
op has been experimenting with 
chemical control of brush but 
investigations thus far indicate 
that it is not a 100 per cent so¬ 
lution. It is expensive and cer¬ 
tain precautions must be taken 
when it is used near growing 
crop. 

Office Remodelled 
Re-model,ling of the co-op s 

office was completed during 
the latter part of 1948. At the 
first of the year a self-billing 
plan was introduced. This 
system has proven to be very 
successful,’’ Searls said. 

Wayne Laning, Brown 
county farmer who accom¬ 
panied Searls to the Washing¬ 
ton hearing, also reported on 
the testimony presented to the 
Senate committee. 

President Roy L. Sharrow 
informed the members that last 
year was a successful year for 
the co-op. Obligations to the 
REA were met, a cushion of 
credit was established, and 
patronage capital was laid 
aside, Sharrow said. 

Easement Problem 
The old problem of ease¬ 

ments continues to block con¬ 
struction, Sharrow said. “Some 
people still think that if they 
sign one of these critters, that 
some morning when they get up 
the co-op will have poles stick¬ 
ing up all over their farm.” 

Sharrow called upon the 
members for their support in 
making the construction of 
lines as easy as possible. “In 
some instances it might call for 
an anchor or pole out in your 
field, or the cutting of a tree 
which you have become at¬ 
tached to, but remember some¬ 
one down the line had to do 
these very same things in order 
to bring electricity to your, 
farm. 

Stressing that it is not | 
enough for a member just to 
pay dues, Sharrow said, that 
it was his duty, when possible, 
to attend the annual meeting, 
to keep informed on the co¬ 
op’s operations, and to lend, 
strength to the board of di¬ 
rectors in making co-op policy. 

Construction Delayed 
The president explained that 

because of difficulty encounter¬ 
ed in securing clearance for 
right-of-way, and material 
shortages, completion of the 
two large substations, Adams 

WLS RADIO entertainers playing one ol their many selections during 
a relaxation period at the Adams Electric Co-op annual meeting. A record 
crowd of 1500 was on hand. 

The observance of Fire Pre¬ 
vention Week (October 9-15, 
1949) should prompt every 
farmer to ask himself the ques¬ 
tion: “How Safe is My Farm? 

Farm fires are among the 
most serious fires in the na¬ 
tion, because farms often 
face total destruction when 
fire strikes. Not only do in¬ 
dividual farmers face the 
possibility of loss of their 
homes and other buildings 
as wTell as financial indepen¬ 
dence, but the nation suffers 
from the costly destruction 
of food and waste of re¬ 
sources from these fires. 
Fires on farms exact a stag¬ 

gering toll of human lives— 
3,500 annually. Ten thousand 
other farm people are injured in 
fires and the property destroy¬ 
ed totals 100-million jiollars 
each year. 

Most Preventable 
Fire officers say, “Farm 

Fires Strike Nine Times Be¬ 
cause They Are Invited and 
Only Once Because The% Are 
Unavoidable.” In other words, 
most farm fires are preventable. 

Nearly all farm fires can be 
traced to two basic causes— 
faulty building construction 
and lack of knowledge. These 
two conditions are easily re¬ 
medied. Carelesness, thought¬ 
lessness and indifference to 
safety standards invite farm 
fires. 

An inspection of 12,000 
farms revealed that 81 out of 
every 100 farmers were toler¬ 
ating dangerous fire hazards. 
An inspection program on 
every farm home is rightly in 
order during Fire Prevention 
Week. 

Six Causes 
Six known causes account 

for three-fourths of America’s 
farm fires. They are: Lightning 
(35%); Chimneys, flues, cupo¬ 
las, stacks (11%); Petroleum 
and its products (8%); 
Matches and Smoking (7%); 
Sparks on Roofs (7%); Stoves, 
furnaces, boilers, and their 
pipes (6%). The misuse of 
electricity rates ninth place in 
the causes of fires’, being the 
cause of three per cent of the 
total fires. » 

Not only should farm 
homes be subject to safety 

and Ursa, was delayed. Much 
of the present power short¬ 
age will be relieved when they 
begin operation, Sharrow said. 

Two by-law amendments, 
staggered terms for directors 
and district representation, 
were passed. The first amend¬ 
ment insures the cooperative of 
experience, directors at all 
times. Under the old system 
of electing directors all nine 
were elected at the same time. 
Under the new method only 
three will be elected each year. 

Directors Elected 
Directors elected to serve 

one year were, Roy Sharrow, 
John Sargent, and A. F. Rich¬ 
ards. Those elected to serve 
two years were, Elmer Veihl, 
G. F. Vollbracht, and Glen 
Waner. Those elected to serve 
three years were, Horner 
Myers, Alva Mixer, and Har¬ 
old Bond. Bond replaced Ray 
McCaskill who was forced to 
retire from the board because 
of ill-health. 

The all-day event consisted 
of a picnic lunch, entertainment 
by WLS musicians, and the 
awarding of attendance gifts. 

The members . also heard 
brief addresses by J. R. Car¬ 
penter, H. L. Schmidt, Elva 
Sargent, Paul Spangler, Lyle 
Dunham of the co-op staff, and 
Frank Andrew of the Univer¬ 
sity of Illinois, 

FIRE IS AN ever present danger on the farm. Each year 
hundreds of lives and millions of dollars worth of property 
are lost in farm fires. Many of these fires would not have 
happened if proper precautions had been taken. Don’t take 
chances on your farm! Eliminate the possible fire hazards. 

—Photo from National Board of Fire Underwriters 

inspection but barns and 
other outbuildings should be 
included in the program. The 
construction of new build¬ 
ings and the maintenance of 
old buildings should always 
be done in terms of fire pre¬ 
vention standards. Reliable 
information on construction 
is available from many 
sources. 
Home and farm building fire 

safety is principally the indi¬ 
vidual tenant’s and owner’s 
job. Not only should fire haz¬ 
ards be removed but every 
farmer should be informed on 
what to do when fire breaks 
out, should have the necessary 
equipment for fighting fires, 
know how to fight a fire and 
know some essentials of first 
aid. 

, Fire Depts. 
In a larger sphere every 

farmer should support some 
kind of community fire protec¬ 
tion program. Rural fire depart- 
njents have proven their value 

in innumerable instances. 
Farmers should co-operate 
with fire departments and join 
in the fire preyent activities of 
volunteer firemen. 

In addition to removing farm 
fire hazards, every farm should 
have the following: 

1. An ample supply of re¬ 
serve water (at least 500 gal¬ 
lons) and necessary fire-fight¬ 
ing tools, kept handy and in 
good order. 

2. A sturdy, safe ladder 
long enough to, reach the tallest 
farm buildings. 

3. Well-maintained roads 
and lanes leading from the 
highway to the farm buildings. 

When fire strikes a farm, 
the first five minutes are more, 
important than the next five 
hours. What is done in that 
vital five minutes will depend 
on how well the individual 
farmer has prepared for just 
such an eventuality. W hen 
fire starts it is then too late 
for planning. 

Two Co-ops Find Answer To 
Problem By Cooperation 

A new joint-operation sub¬ 
station is now serving mem¬ 
bers of two co-ops. The sta¬ 
tion, the first of its kind in the 
state, was constructed by Shel¬ 
by Electric and Coles-Moul- 
trie co-ops. Both cooperatives 
contributed their proportion¬ 
ate share of manpower and fi¬ 
nances to build the station. 

Here’s how it came about. 
Several months ago, both 
co-ops realized that they had 
to build a sub-station in a 
particular area to increase 
the voltage needed by their 
consumers. The Shelby co¬ 

op area bordered the area 
in which the Coles-Moultrie 
planned to build its sub-sta¬ 
tion. And the power line, 
which the two proposed sub¬ 
stations would have to con¬ 
nect to, ran nearly between 
the two areas. 
It was decided that a single 

sub-station, located between 
the two areas, could service 
the two co-ops’ consumers. As 
a result, the two cooperatives 
constructed the station jointly. 
It was the first such agreement 
and operation of its kind in 
the state. 

FINAL CONSTRUCTION is being completed at the Joint sub-station 
of the Shelby Electric and Moultrie Co-ops, southeast of Shelbyville* The 
sub-station, which is the first such construction in the state, was recently 
energized. 


