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SUCCESSOR TO ABRAHAM LINCOLN as postmaster at historic 
New Salem is John Gillermann, a member of Menard Electric Coopera¬ 
tive, Petersburg, Lincoln held the postmastership when the office was 
done away with in ■'1836 not to be reestablished until 104 years latter 
In 1940 w hen Gillermann was appointed. 

The New Salem postmaster looks over some of the mail in recon¬ 
structed post office where Lincoln carried on his postal duties. 

Menard Co-op Serves Area 
Steeped in Lincoln Lore 

New Salem Village 
One of Country’s 
Historic Shrines 

Two miles from the headquarters 
of Menard Electric Cooperative at 
Petersburg, is one of the nation's 
most historic shrines, the recon¬ 
structed village of New Salem where 
Abraham Lincoln lived during six 
years from 1831 until 1837. 

Besides being a fitting tribute to 
the great man’s memory, the faith¬ 
fully reproduced village serves to 
remind of how the progress of the 
nation freed man from the primitive 
mode of life. It also serves to re¬ 
mind, however, that modern conven¬ 
iences were very slow in reaching 
many areas of the country, and, even 
within a few miles of New Salem, 
thousands of rural people until very 
recently, still shared somewhat of the 
same crude type of plumbing, light¬ 
ing and cooking which their fore¬ 
bears of New Salem had to put up 
With over a century ago. 

The restored New Salem occupies 
a bluff overlooking the Sangamon 
River valley. Recreated on the site 
are 13 cabins, the Rutledge Tavern, 
and 10 shops, stores, industries and 
a school and church cabin. 

Original Cabin 
The only original building in the 

State Park, is the Onstot residence 
and cooper shop which was removed 
to Petersburg and returned to New 
Salem in 1922 by the Old Salem Lin¬ 
coln League of Petersburg. 

The Lincoln memorial is the result 
of exacting research over many years. 
The furnishings of the cabins and 
shops make up one of the finest col¬ 
lections of early Americanna assem¬ 
bled anywhere including nearly 6,000 
articles. Among the collection are 
such things as wheat cradles, candle 
molds, cord beds, flax shuttles, wool 
cards, dough and corn meal chests, 
pewter, earthenware, medicine chests, 
calico bolts, tableware awls, lasts, 
and countless other articles, many of 
which, were actually used by the in¬ 
habitants of the village. 

The town of New Salem was 
founded in 1828. Lincoln settled 
there in 1831. The half dozen years 
in that Small settlement were among 
the most formative of his life. There 
he clerked in a store, chopped wood, 
enlisted in the Black Hawk War. 
served as postmaster, studied law by 
the light of woodshavings, failed in 

business, courted Ann Rutledge, and 
served as a legislator. 

Present Postmaster 
Incidentally, Lincoln’s successor as 

postmaster is John Gillerman who is 
a member of Menard Electric and 
lives near the Park. Lincoln held 
the postmastership from 1833 until 
1836 when the office was discontinued. 
It was not until 104 years later in 

Turn to Page Three 

President’s Budget Asks 
$300 Million REA Funds 

Future oi Co-ops Depends 
on Membership Education 

(Pictures on Page 12) 
The future of rural electric coop¬ 

eratives nationally and in the State 
of Illinois depends upon member ed¬ 
ucation in matters related to mem¬ 
bership responsibility, favorable pub¬ 
lic acceptance of cooperatives, and 
efficient utilization of electricity. 
That is the summation of what man¬ 
agers and representatives of over half 
of the state REA co-ops heard dur¬ 
ing their attendance at an intensified 
rural electrification course held at the 
University of Illinois, Urbana, Jan¬ 
uary 7, 8 and 9. 

Keynoting the conference, were the 
romarks of George E. Dillon, region¬ 
al head REA applications and loans 
division, that cooperatives have 
passed through the early phases of 
development when the objective was 
getting electricity to the farmer. 
“While that objective has not been 
achieved completely, cooperatives 
have nevertheless reached the point 
in their history where they must turn 
their attention to membership educa¬ 
tion. And already, there are some 
instances, where electric co-ops have 
been sold because of lack of member 
education." 

“Completion of rural electrifica¬ 
tion,” the REA chief emphasized, “de¬ 
pends upon teaching the farmer how 
to use his equipment properly and 
safely and also building in members 
a sense of loyalty and responsibility 
toward their cooperatives." 

Continuing in the same theme as 
Dillon, N. D. Wrinkle, assistant Re¬ 
gional head, REA a. & 1. division, 
pointed out that when a co-op mem¬ 
ber pays his electricity bill he is 
increasing his interest in the owner¬ 
ship of the business. 

“What the membership thinks of the 
cooperative determines the successful 
future of the enterprise more than 
any other factor including sound man¬ 
agement," Wrinkle stressed. Mem¬ 
bership education has lagged way be¬ 
hind construction of co-op systems 
and because of this and the fact that 
education requires many years, rural 
electric systems must undertake active 
programs in this field." 

Everett R, Read, vice president of 
the Association of # Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives and A. E. Becker, co¬ 
ordinator of the statewide, discussed 
the problems affecting rural electrifi¬ 
cation in the state. 

ivt^d ^;ted “shortages of material" 
for the present uilsj in construction 
of additional lines, but commenii.-, 
that an even more basic obstacle fac¬ 
ing cooperatives is the impending 
shortage of power. “The lag in line 
construction has deferred this power 
shortage somewhat," he said, "but 
the statistics show a very serious sit¬ 
uation ahead. With increased use 
of electricity by residential users and 
the addition of three and a half mil¬ 
lion new consumers in rural areas, 
generating facilities have not been 
able to keep up with the unprecedent¬ 
ed demands." 

“Public power is not getting the 
funds from Congress to adequately 
develop new sources and private pow¬ 
er interests, although they have now 
launched a six billion dollar expan¬ 
sion program, have not been able to 
build enough generation facilities to 
cope with the needs.” 

Read pointed out that the farmer 
will be more seriously affected than 
his city brother because the farmer 

(Turn to Page Twelve) 

Biggest Convention Ever 
NRECA Conclave 
March 8, 9, 10 To 
Set New Records 

A record-smashing attend¬ 
ance of 4,000 will pour into the 
Stevens Hotel, Chicago, March 
8, 9, IQ, to be on hand for the 
National Rural Electric Coop¬ 
erative Association’s sixth an¬ 
nual convention. 

Representatives of rural 
electric cooperatives, public 
power and public utility dis¬ 
tricts will come from 42 states 
and Alaska to take action on 
problems vital to rural electrifica¬ 

tion, to hear nationally prominent 

speakers and to see numerous ex¬ 
hibits of the newest types of elec¬ 
trical equipment. 

Headlining the speaker’s list will 
be United States Senators Scott W. 
Lucas, C. Wayland Brooks, both of 
Illinois, and REA Administrator 
Claude R. Wickard. 

Registration will open March 7 
for early arrivals and continue 
Monday morning. The National 
Board will meet on March 7 at 3 
p. m. and regional group meetings 
will start at 9:30 a. m., March 8. 

“Exhibits Night" 
In order that everyone may have 

the opportunity of visiting the ex¬ 
hibits, no meetings or sessions 
have been scheduled for Monday 

Biggest and Best 
TU. Breakfast7 

Arrangements are being made to 
continue the popular and traditional 
“Illinois Breakfast’’ at this year's 

NRECA convention in Chicago, 
Tuesday, March 9, at 8 a. m. 

The affair will be held in the Stev¬ 
ens Hotel, convention headquarters. 
Fred E. Darr, who has been appoint¬ 
ed by the State Association to take 
charge of the affair, predicts the 
“biggest and best Illinois breakfast 
yet.” 

Cooperative members and delegates 
will receive invitations to attend in 
Chicago. 

Senators Lucas, 
Brooks To Give 
Main Addresses 

evening which has been designat¬ 
ed, “Exhibifis Night.” 

The Stevens Hotel exhibition hall 
provides larger and better accomo¬ 
dations than have been available 
at any previous NRECA conclave, 
and present indications point to a 
greater number of displays than 
ever before. 

Featured by manufacturers and 
suppliers will be a large variety 
of new electrical equipment and 
appliances plus many improved 
models which have only recently 
been available. 

An innovation, in the form of 
panel discussions, is slated for 
Tuesday morning. Subjects to be 
taken up will, include, system intra¬ 
communications, rural telephones, 
publications, co-op annual meetings, 
research, the NRECA Retirement 
and Security Program, and rephas¬ 
ing of lines. 

President T. E. Craddock will 
serve as chairman for the first 
general session, Monday afternoon 
at 1:30 p. m. Vice President Ben 
Jaspers will preside at the second 
general session the following day 
beginning at the same time. The 
Wednesday session will have Past 
President J. C. Nichols as chair¬ 
man. 

Among other convention high¬ 
lights will be the banquet in the 
Stevens Hotel’s mammoth banquet 
hall, special entertainment for the 
women, and State breakfasts. In 
charge of the entertainment pro¬ 
gram is G. Wayne Welsh, Illinois 
State Assocoation director, who 
has tentatively arranged bus tours 
of Chicago. 

Serving on the convention com¬ 
mittee from Illinois is Everett R. 
Read. Voting delegate of the Illi¬ 
nois statewide is Board President 
Edward P. Ohren. Vice President 
John Sargent is alternate voting 
delegate. 

Election of officers of NRECA 
will take place Monday evening. 

The Stevens Hotel is providing 
900 rooms for the convention 
which will be reserved on a first 
come, first served basis. All reser¬ 
vations should be sent to Conven¬ 
tion Housing Bureau, Room 808, 
105 West Madison Street, Chicago 
2. The overflow will be quartered 
in nearby hotels. 

Falls Far Short 
Of $645 Million, 
Estimated Heed 

Authorization of $300-mil~ 
lion for REA loans was in¬ 
cluded in the fiscal 1949 budget 
submitted to Congress by Pres¬ 
ident Truman on January 12. 
The amount is $75-miilion more 
than the amount authorized for 
REA loans by Congress last 
year, but falls far short of the 
$645 million loan estimate 
which rural electric leaders 
have shown to be necessary to^ 
carry the program forward at 
full speed in the years ahead. 

The budget included $5-mil- 
lion in administrative funds for 
the Rural Electrification Ad¬ 
ministration. Last year, the 

President requested $5J^-mil- 
lion for REA admT15^^, 
but the amount was cut to^/m 
million by the House and the 
Senate forced a compromise at 
the $5~million figure. 

REA-tinanced systems now 
serve over two million farms 
and rural establishments 
throughout the United States 
and Alaska. In addition, REA 
already has applications for 
loans totalling nearly $300- 
million to extend and improve 
lines on the systems to serve more 
farms. With only $ 100-million re¬ 
maining in the current fiscal year’s 
loan authorization, the amount re¬ 
quested in the budget is considered 

I to be inadequate by rural electric 
leaders because it leaves very little 
for loans which will be submitted be 
tween now and the beginning of fis¬ 
cal 1949—on July 1 of this year. 

Greatest Danger 
Greatest danger to the rural 

electric program among the bud¬ 
get requests is not in the loan 
'authorization of $300-million, 
however. The appropriation of 
$5-milliqn for REA’s administra¬ 
tion is expected to be condemned 
as an economy” requirement. 
While a direct assault on the loan 
authorization may not be made, 
it is almost certain the private 
utilities spokesmen will urge, as 
they have in past years, that re¬ 
strictions be placed on the right of 

(Turn to Page Ten) 

Engineering Study 
For Power Co-op, 
To Cost $12,000 

The delayed engineering survey 
preliminary to establishing a state 
power cooperative if deemed advise- 
able, gained impetus with the an¬ 
nouncement by President Edward P. 
Ohren at the State Association meet¬ 
ing, January 20, that the cost of the 
survey will be $12,000, the bid sub¬ 
mitted by Laramore and Douglass, 
Inc., Chicago engineering firm. 

The president also announced that 
REA Applications and Loans Chief 
George Dillon had assigned Everett 
Brown, a. and 1. field representative, 
to assist the statewide in a “clarifica¬ 
tion tour of cooperatives who have 
not as yet approved supporting the 
engineering study. 

Ohren explained that the engineers 
have agreed to make a survey "ac¬ 
ceptable to the Rural Electrification 
Administration” and that they will in¬ 
vestigate, among other things, sources 
of power in the state, and transmis¬ 
sion and substation locations required 
by a power co-op. 
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An Appropriate Title 
The “Hour of Charm ’ is a radio program sponsored by 

the private electric and power companies. Many of you 
probably have heard it. Perhaps the power companies are 
not aware of how appropriate the title of their radio fare is, 
for here is how Webster defines the word “charm:” “Incanta¬ 
tion,” which he, in turn, defines as “the use of spells or verbal 
charms, spoken or sung, as a part of the ritual of magic.” 

After listening to the power companies’ radio show recently, 
we found that even our elastic imagination could not be 
stretched far enough to allow us to conclude that the musical 
portion of the show embodies anything that would fit the 
above definition of “charm.” Pleasant music, indeed, but it 
was neither extraordinary or “magical.” But with the reading 
of the first commercial by the announcer, we at once under¬ 
stood where “the charm” entered. The commercials, of course! 

One of these “charming” talks by the announcer went like 
this: “Today, business-managed electric light and power com¬ 
panies are still giving the average American family twice as; 
much electricity for its dollar as it received 20 years ago. Yet 
the costs of supplying electricity have gone up and up. Fuel 
costs have risen nearly 60 per cent, wages, 50 per cent, and 
materials and equipment are nearly 50 per cent higher too.” 

The announcer soothed on, “How do these electric com¬ 
panies keep down the price of your electricity costs 0f 
supplying it have risen so hioh 7ierc s the explanation: The 
price of your elite service has been kept down, thanks to 
the so"nd methods of business-managed electric light and power 

companies such as those which sponsor the “Hour of Charm’ 
and to the wider use of electricity generally. It s due also to 
the engineering skills and technical advances used by these 
companies and to their thousands of trained employees . . . 

So potent a magical brew, we could readily envision the 
millions of listeners at that moment enraptured to the point 
of wanting to send these benevolent businessr-managed com¬ 
panies a few dollars to help them out. We resisted that urge, 
and, instead pondered happily over the wholesome tidings that 
private power company customers were being rewarded with 
twice as much electricity for their dollar as they received 20 
years ago. 

One thing about the program’s commercials which may 
seem disturbing is the repetition of the phrase, “business-man¬ 
aged power companies.” With the monotonous emphasis placed 
on this slogan, it would make one think that business man¬ 
agement” is a recent innovation in private power company 
history. If it is a recent innovation, perhaps that explains, 
in part, why these power companies refused to tackle the job of 
rural electrification leaving it to the highly efficient and pre¬ 
eminently successful REA cooperatives. 

But there are 2,000,000 farm families to whom REA co-ops 
have brought electricity who are very thankful that they may 
listen to the “Hour of Charm if they so choose. 

Twelve years ago most of these families could not have 
listened to any radio program except on a radio set powered 
with batteries, and, from all indications, that still would be the 
ease today if they had relied on the business-managed electric 
light and power companies” toTuing them electricity. 

If the REA co-ops decided to sponsor a radio program of 
their own, they could easily use the commercial quoted with 
only a few obvious changes. The program, however, could 
not be titled the “Hour of Charm.” The necessity for “the use 
of spells or verbal charms, spoken or sung, as a part of the 
ritual of magic” would no longer exist. Instead, the program 
could be then called appropriately the “Hour of Reality. 

A Lot of Catching Up To Do 

IDashington Report 
By William S. Roberts 

With the delivery of President Truman’s State of the Union address 
n January 7, Congress plunged into an election-year session which 
fiould produce heavy oratorical cannonading and a few surprises. 

It can be a fruitful or fateful year for the rural electrification pro¬ 
ram. Public power legislation can relieve or extend the shortage of 
wholesale power supplies. NTEA’s tax revisions, if adopted in Con- 
ress would hurt rural electric cooperatives. Administrative appro- 
riations for the Rural Electrification Administration will determine 
fhether services to borrowers will be further restricted or continued. 
LEA loan authorizations, financing light and power for the two-million 
American farms still in the dark 
ge of coal-oil lamps, are desper- 
tely needed — not only for next 
ear, but a deficiency Is required 
his year if REA-financed rural 
lectric systems are to reduce their 
taggering backlog of applications 
3r service. 

Particularly with a presidential 
lection in the offing, there may be 
?ss of an economy drive this year 
ban during the 1947 session of 
he same Congress. Wooing votes 

of the West and South, both parties 
might support public power projects 
this year. However, the transmis¬ 
sion lines for delivering Federal 
hydro power to rural co-ops and 
power districts can be cut out of 
public power bills with less dan¬ 
ger of alienating votes; a million 
dollar hydro-electric dam is more 
spectacular than a $50,000 trans¬ 
mission line, and the voter will 
likelv overlook the latter if the 

dam is built in his state to pro¬ 

duce cheap power. 

Main object of tax revision 

this year will be to reduce in¬ 
dividual income taxes, particu¬ 

larly for low-income groups. 

Most observers beKeve that 

changes in cooperative tax ex¬ 
emption will not come before 

the Congress until 1949. 

REA’s appropriation for admin¬ 

istration of the program will be 

in great danger. With much phrase¬ 

making about “giving the program 

back to the people,” the rural elec¬ 

trification program may be hamp¬ 

ered by further cuts in REA’s staff 

and consequently less service to 

rural systems. 

In the ease of loans for REA, the 
questions are whether any defic¬ 
iency authorization will be made 
for the current year’s loams and 
how much will be authorized for 
fiscal 1949. On these two questions 
hangs the fate of thousands of im¬ 
patient farm people who have wait¬ 
ed a decade for electricity from 
REA systems. Adequate loan au¬ 
thorizations to carry the program 
along at full speed have never been 
provided. But never before has the 
backlog of applications, for which 
no loans are available, risen to such 
staggering proportions. 

Applications in REA now total 
$175,000,000 more than remain¬ 
ing loans from the 1948 authori¬ 
zation. Each month another 
$25,000,000 in new applications 
pour into REA. By the time fis¬ 
cal 1949 rolls arouncl next June 
30, it is not likely that the loan 
authorization made for that 
year will cover only applica¬ 
tions already on hand in REA. 
Such a situation is unhealthy 
for the rural electrification pro¬ 
gram. It bogs the program 
down, delays the date when ru¬ 
ral America will have the lights 
and power it needs so badly, 
and saps the high faith of the 
farmer in the program. 

In his State of the Union address, 
President Truman called for an 
expanding rural electrification pro¬ 
gram “to bring the benefits of elec¬ 
tricity to all our farm population.” 
He also made a pointed plea for 
transmission lines to deliver Fed¬ 
eral hydro power, saying, “This 
public power must not be monopo¬ 
lized for private gain. Only 

Annual Meeting 
Dates 

Rural Electric Convenience, Divemon 
Feb. 2 

Western Illinois Electric, Carthage, 
Feb. 3 

lllini Electric, Champaign 
Feb. 3 

Monroe County Electric, Waterloo 
Feb. 7 

Clay Electric, Flora 
Feb. 10 

Spoon River Electric, Canton 
Feb. 11 

Norris Electric, Newton. 
Feb. 14 

Eastern Illinois Power, Paxton, 
Feb. 17 

Corn Belt Electric Bloomington, 
Feb. 18 

McDonough Power, Macomb, 
Feb. 19 

Tri-County Electric, Mt. Vernon 
Feb. 20 

Southern Illinois Electric, Dongola, 
Feb. 21 

Menard Electric, Petersburg 
Feb. 28 

through well established policies of 

transmitting power directly to its 

market and thus encouraging wide¬ 

spread use at low rates can the 

Federal government assure the peo¬ 
ple of their full share of its bene¬ 
fits.” 

Reporters called the reception of 
the President’s message “the cold¬ 
est has has ever had.” It’s election 
year, and the majority party will 
likely attempt to alter many fea¬ 
tures of the Administration’s rec¬ 
ommended program in ofder to take 
credit for what comes out of Con¬ 
gress. . 

This does not mean that loans 
for REA would necessarily be cut 
below budget figures, or that hydro 
developments would be stalled off. 
Rather, the Congress may amend, 
restrict or even increase programs 
recommended by the Administra¬ 
tion. But the most significant likli- 
hood is that legislation this year 
will be framed with one eye on the 
November elections. Congressmen 
will be especially sensitive to the 
reaction of their constituents when 
they frame 1948 bills. 

NEWS FROM 
M.J.M. Co-op 

CarlinvOle, UL 

A. C. BARNES, Mgr. 

TELEPHONE NUMBERS FOR 
OUTAGE CALLS 

Office   Ca ilmville—136 
Homer Virden Carlinville—326-1. 
John Scroggins Carlinville—577-Y 
A. C. Barnes Carlinville—565-L 
Aerio Balestri Hillsboro County—2005 
Claud McAfee  Brighton—40 

ATTENTION: 
New members in Jersey County who 

live south and west of Fieldon in the 
vicinity of Otterville, Nutwood, Rose- 
dale and along the blacktop, place all 
trouble calls to Charles W. Witt, Jer¬ 
sey ville, 727W2. 

Charles W. Witt, Lineman, now lives 
in Jerseyville to assist in giving at¬ 
tention to requests of members in Jer¬ 
sey County. His telephone number is 
727W2 and his home is on Walnut 
Street which is west and north of 
Jerseyville High School. 

Cut out this list and keep it near 
vour telephone or in your meter book. 

Check with your neighbors before call¬ 
ing to see if their lights are out. Then 
report that the fine is out as well as 
your own lights. 
YOUR COOPERATION SAVES YOUR 

COOPERATIVE! 

Substation At Staunton 
About Ready For Service 

We are pleased to see that our 
new sub-station in Stauton is about 
completed and ready to be ener¬ 
gized. By the time you receive this 
issue of the paper this sub-sta¬ 
tion will be in use. 

For the past year we have been 
constructing a new sub-station be¬ 
tween Mt. Olive and Staunton 
along United States Route 66. We 
have had considerable delay in 
completing this sub-station on ac¬ 
count of the delivery of material. 
This sub-station was designed and 
built by our own employees. 

When it is energized it will re¬ 
leave some of the load from the 
Hillsboro sub-station which has 
been serving the territory around 
Mt. Olive and Staunton. We know 
that a great many of our members 
in this territory have been exper¬ 
iencing low voltage and we hope 
that this new sub-station will elim¬ 
inate any such trouble in the fu¬ 
ture because all members in this 
territory will receive service from 
this new sub-station. 

OUR “L” SECTION 

We had considerable delay in 
starting the construction of our 
“L” section because we were at¬ 
tempting to secure a contractor 
to build this section. We opened 
for bids to contractors on two dif¬ 
ferent occasions but the bids which 
were submitted were turned down 
by the Rural Electrification Ad¬ 
ministration because of the high 
cost of labor. 

Finally at the meeting of the 
Board of Trustees on November 
20 it was decided that we should 
build this “L” section which eon 
sists of 97.5 miles of line by force 
account, that is, hiring our own 
men and building it ourselves. 
Therefore, on November 24 we se¬ 
cured the services of a trucker and 
started scattering the poles on the 
“L” Section. The following week 
on December 1 we put 35 men to 
work digging the holes, framing 
the poles, setting and tamping of 
this section. 

We have been very fortunate by 
j having fine weather conditions and 
I the work has progressed faster 
| than we anticipated. At the pre- 
i sent time we have about 65 miles 
I of poles framed and set ready for 

the stringing of wire. We expect 
to complete this section by March 
15. 

No doubt, you have a number of 
neighbors who are to receive ser¬ 
vice from this “L” Section, There¬ 
fore, we give you this information 
as to the progress we are making 
in order that you may tell them as 
to when they might expect the ser¬ 
vice. 

NEW APPLIANCES 
« Eugene Owen, Bunker Hill: 
Electric water heater, two water 
pumping systems, milk cooler, re¬ 
frigerator, sweeper, iron, fans, 

Turn to Page Four 
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Historic Village of New Salem 

LINCOLN AND HIS partner William F. Berry operated this store in 
New Salem village. The room to the rear served for a time as Lincoln’s 
bedroom. 

—Photo by Herbert Georg Studio 

THIS WAS THE home of Peter Lukins, New Salem shoemaker dur¬ 
ing Lincoln’s time. Lukins was founder of nearby Petersburg. 

—Photo by Herbert Georg Studio 

VIEW OF PRINCIPAL street through village of New Salem, show¬ 
ing a few of the reconstructed cabins. 

(From Page One) 

1940 that the Post Office department 
re-established the office and appointed 
Gillerman. 

Gillerman is very proud of the his¬ 
torical significance attached to his 
position and is extremely well-versed 
on the history of the village. He 
gladly admits that his duties were 
less strenuous than Lincoln's who had 
to cover a 125 mile route encom¬ 
passing Springfield through Sanga- 
montown, Athens, New Salem, Ha¬ 
vana, Lewistown, Jackson Grove, 
Canton, Knox Courthouse (Knox¬ 
ville) to Warren Courthouse, (Mon¬ 
mouth) . 

Three years after Lincoln moved 
to Springfield to take up the practice 
of law the village was abandoned 
with many of the residents moving to 
nearby Petersburg. 

Restoration History 
Restoration of the village got un¬ 

derway some 40 years ago when 
William Randolph Hearst, lecturing 
at the Old Salem Chautauqua (near 
Petersburg), became interested in the 
preservation of the site. He pur¬ 
chased the land and transferred it to 
the Chautauqua Association. 

In 1917, the Old Salem Lincoln 
League was organized in Petersburg 
to stimulate interest in New Salem. 
The next year the property was 
turned over to the State of Illinois. 
Construction of the first building was 
begun in 1932 and the New Salem 
State Park was formerly dedicated in 
1933. 

Other points of interest in the Park 
include a museum housing a varied 
collection of Lincoln relics. The 
Park also has set aside facilities for 
picnic grounds with tables, benches 
and fireplaces. 

At the entrance of the Park, is a 
[ restaurant of rustic construction in 
keeping with the other structures. A 
custodian and staff of guides are on 
duty daily to show visitors around 
the historical memorial. 

Govt. Loans Business 
Much More Than REA 

“During the past 12 years, the 
Federal government through the 
REA, has loaned approximately one 
billion dollars to farmers to build 
rural power lines. In this same per¬ 
iod the government, through the RFC, 
has loaned SIX billion dollars to 
banks, railroads, insurance com¬ 
panies and private power companies. 

“If it is communistic’ to borrow 
money from the government, then 
Big Business is just six times as com¬ 
munistic as the farmers,’’ said T. E. 
Craddock of Seymour, Texas, presi¬ 
dent of the National Rural Electric 
Cooperative Association, at a region¬ 
al co-op meeting recently. 

for several men to patrol the line to 
find what was causing the outage, 
and repairing same. 

We are making up another allot¬ 
ment and wish any member knowing 
of some one who wants service who 
lives off of the line to tell them to 
come in and sign up so we can in¬ 
clude them in this allotment. 

We have at the present time 100 

NEWS FROM 
Western Illinois 

Carthage, 111. 

L. C. MARVEL, Supt. 

Sleet Storm Worst In 
Cooperative's History 

The ice storm starting New Year’s 
eve was the worst storm in the his- ! 
tory of the cooperative. 

Our crew was out from about 2:30, 
a. m. New Year’s day, and some 
worked as long as 18 hours each day, 
until the service was restored to: 
every member. 

With the assistance of two crews j 
from the Adams County Co-op, and 
one crew from the Menard County 
Co-op we were able to get our lines 
back into operation considerably j 
sooner than we would have without 
them. We do appreciate this very 
fine assistance and take this oppor-J 
tunity to thank them for their coop¬ 
eration. 

We find that the main trouble was 
limbs falling on the lines, and in 
some cases the lines were repaired 
and service was restored, only to | 
have it out again because of a limb 
falling on the line. As long as the 
ice was on the trees we were not 
sure when we would be called out 
to take care of a new break. 

hx one case five new poles had to i 

be set, and in many cases the wires 
were broken, and meters were torn 
down. 

We wish to thank our members 
for being patient and for reporting 
trouble as it was a help in getting the 
service restored more quickly. 

The following letter was received 
after our recent ice storm: 

Niota 
“We wish to express our thanks 

for the service rendered when elec¬ 
tricity was returned to our home at 
4:12 this afternoon (Jan. 4) after 
being without service since New 
Year's morning at 3:18. We realized 
the lines were in bad shape and we 
really did not expect service for some 
days. Please extend our thanks to 
the linemen and any one who helped 
in restoring our service. We appre¬ 
ciate it very much.’ Yours very 
truly, Mr. and Mrs. Geo. B. Gross, 
Niota. 

We wish to thank the Gross’ for 
this fine letter. We do appreciate 
receiving letters of appreciation from 
our members. 

SHOOTING INSULATORS 
A reward of $25 will be paid to 

anyone reporting the names of insu¬ 
lator shooters leading to conviction. 

Recently one whole line was off 
from around 11 a. m. until 3:30 p. m. 
This was caused by some one shoot¬ 
ing at, and breaking four insulators. 
This not only means all the incon¬ 
venience it caused the members on 
that line, but about four hours time, 

miles of “M’’ Section line staked, and 
we will continue as before to set poles 
and get ready to string wire on poles 
that have been set. 

Where the poles have been set on 
this section we would like to have 
the farmers along this proportion to 
clear the right-of-way so we can 
string the wire and make service 
available as soon as possible. 

New Members 
Dick and Inez Huddleston, Plymouth; 

Margaret E. and Chas. F. Heisler, Strong- 
hurst; Luther and Ana Haines, Strong- 
hurst ; School District No. 226, West 
Point; Leo Maher ry, Hamilton: Floyd 
Bennett, LaHarpe ; Enes and Edith Miller, 
Bowen; Dora and William DeMoss, 
Bowen; Era M. and Louis C. Dadant, 
Hamilton; George and Hazel Mae Little, 
LaHarpe: Will and Sadie Embree. Carth¬ 
age; P. H. and Carrie Caldwell, Augusta; 
W. J. Butcher, Oquawka; L. F. George, 
Blandinsville. 

New Appliances 
Clarence Boyle, range: Allan Geddes, 

locker, furnace and blower; G. A. Lather- 
ow, water heater; Harold Goodrich, 50 
gallon water heater; John Huston, 50 
gallon water heater; Ada Miller, 52 gallon 
water heater; O. C. Knapheide, water 
heater; Albert Loeschen, water heater; O. 
B. Dickinson, water heater; E. A. 
Schwenk, water heater; Milford Dowell, 
deep freeze, Chippendale Philco Combina- 
tion, mixer, sweeper, welder, drill, jet 
pump, automatic oil furnace. 

James Fife, water heater; Stephen 
Doubet, deep freeze; Floyd Comstock, 
water heater, Stephen Doubet, deep freeze; 
Floyd Comstock, water heater, oil auto¬ 
matic furnace, range, pumps; C, G. 
Clark, electrically controlled gas furnace; 
J. E. Bisby, water heater; Fale Gordon, 
electric range: A. E. Trautvetter, range; 
Richard Wichman, water heater, range; 
Orvai Detrick, water heater; Cecil Walker, 
range; George Gerdes, water heater; Levi 
Balmer, 50- gallon water heater, range, 
deep freeze; Howard Coffman, 52 gallon 
water heater; Comma McFarland, refrig¬ 
erator, range, radio-phonograph corabina- 
tioa, i 

Storm Inflicts Widespread 
Damage to Co-op Systems 

Low Voltage Corrected In 
Several Sections of Project 

On December 20 we completed the 
four miles of three phase line north 
of the Perrin substation. All of the 
area east of the Kaskaskia River is 
now receiving service from this sta¬ 
tion. This has corrected the voltage 
condition in this complete area. In 
making this change we have taken 
considerable load off the Beckemeyer 
substation which station feeds the 
area between the Kaskaskia River and 
Sugar Creek and has also corrected 
the voltage condition for that sub¬ 
station. 

We now have adequate service to 
every farm served by this coopera¬ 
tive. 

As of January 1 we have completed 
the building of electric line to every 
signed application on which all right- 
of-ways have been obtained. We re¬ 
quest that if any of your neighbors 
do not have electric service please 
contact them and we will have ser¬ 
vice to their premises within two 
weeks after the member has been 
signed and all the right-of-ways ob¬ 
tained. We intend to keep on this 
schedule for the year 1948. 

During 1948 our plans are to re¬ 
phase and construct 25 miles of two 
and three phase lines. This is part 
of our plan to give better and more 
adequate service to every member 
with an anticipated increase of 60 
KWH per member per month. 

MOVING? 
Please inform us before moving 

the day you will move and who the 
new tenant will be. Be sure and 
read the meter at the place you are 
leaving and immediately send the 
reading to the office. This elimin¬ 
ates errors and misunderstanding. 
You are responsible for the electricity 
at the premises until you .have noti¬ 
fied us that you want the current 
disconnected. 

OPERATING REPORT 
Nov. 1946 Nov. 1947 

Miles Energized  __ 565.37 595.41 
Revenue per Mile  __ $13.72 $15.65 
Total Connections  __ 1.480 1,577 
Average Bill (Farm) _ $5.29 $5.86 
Average KWH Used __ 120.2 151.7 
KWH sold   .179,767 243.117 

New Appliances: Cletus Saale, 
electric range; C. W. Curdt, electric 
range and water pressure pump. 

New Arrivals: Mr. and Mrs. Leo 
Kuhl, Trenton, boy, December 5; Mr, 
and Mrs. Frank Beckmann, Bartelso, 
girl, December 5; Mr. and Mrs. 
Eugene Trame, Trenton, boy, De¬ 
cember 27; Mr. and Mrs. Leo Spihl- 
mann, Albers, boy January 2; Mr. 
and Mrs. Ralph Speiser, Boulder, girl, 
January 3; Mr. and Mrs. Anton 
Loepker, Bartelso, girl, January 4. 

Wedding Bells: Leo Davis,- a son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph E. Davis, 
of Trenton, and Mary Louise Not- 

A sleet storm of historic severity 
spread havoc and destruction along 
systems of several Illinois rural elec¬ 
tric cooperatives, January 1. 

While most folks were celebrating 
New Year's Eve and New Year's 
Day, co-op personnel worked round 
the clock in 'bitter cold to restore 
whole sections of fallen line. 

In some places, the ravages of the 
“ice blizzard were so extensive, that 
crews and linemen struggled inces¬ 
santly through four and five nights 
and days taking time out only for a 
few hours sleep when exhaustation 
overtook them. 

At Adams Electric, the entire force 
of 27 men went on duty, early New 
Year’s Day working straight through 
with practically no sleep until the 
following Monday. 

It was the same story at Spoon Riv¬ 
er Electric, Canton, where every sec¬ 
tion of the system was effected. 
Lines and poles collapsed under the 
weight of fallen ice-coated trees and 
limbs. And to make matters even 
worse a wind of gale proportions on 
January 3 made it necessary for the 
crews to redo much of the repair 
work. 

Corn Belt Electric at Bloomington 
reported “conditions unparalleled in 
their co-ops history.’’ Adding to 
the difficulty, was a power failure at 
the substations caused by broken 
feeder lines. Crews, in many in¬ 
stances, were unable to distinguish 
whether outages were the result of 
damage to their own lines or the pow¬ 
er failure at the substations. Corn 
Belts force was on 20 to 24 hour 
shifts for five straight days before 
service was completely restored. 

McDonough Power at Macomb, 
Western Illinois Electric at Carth¬ 
age, and Illinois Rural at Winches¬ 
ter were other co-ops which suffered 
severly from the storm reporting 
broken feeder lines, entire portions 
of lines and poles buckling, and 
meters demolished. 

Co-ops to the south of Spring- 
field and in the eastern part of the 
state, escaped the havoc. Strange¬ 
ly enough, the most northerly co-op, 
Jo-Carroll at Elizabeth, experienced 
only a few shortlived outages. 

Managers of the co-ops effected 
by the storm were unanimous in de¬ 
scribing it as “the worst in the his¬ 
tory of their cooperatives.’’ 

haus, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
A. J. Nothaus, of Carlyle were united 
in marriage on Saturday, December 
13 in New Baden. Congratulations 
and best wishes. The brides parents 
are REA users. 

Honor Roll 
Commercial: Herman Graham 2164; C. 

F. Frazier 1710; Gulf Refining Company 
1603; Paul Doran 1633: J. J. Lynn 1526; 
Nick Babare 1395; Alphonse Huelsmann 
1085 ; Southern Illinois Artificial Breeding 
Ass’n 971; Texas Oil Company 621. 

Non-Farm: E. W. Striebinger 699. 
Farm: Charles Stein 1824; Clarence 

Dickhaut 1765; Joseph Meyer 1400; Otto 
Luginbuhl 1368; Ed Merrill 1024; Russel 
Klingelhoefer 1018; Joseph H. Heimann 
1009; Vincent P. Schaefer 1000; Harvey 
Klingelhoefer 1000; Richard Bales 990: 
Mrs. John B. Ratermann 954; Louis 
Heimann, 920; Melvin Hoffman 886 : 
Charles R. Good 882; Paul Norris 750; 
Wm. Feuhne 713: John Gebke 712; Kay 
S. Jennings 712; Paul Renschen 703. 

EMPLOYEE at Clay Electric Cooperative, Mrs. Doris Robb 
receives some instructions in her new job as billing; clerk from 

Mrs. Thelma Weiler (standing), formerly billing clerk and now cashier. 
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NEWS FROM 
Egyptian Co-op 

Steelville, Illinois 

R. S. HOLT, Mgr. 

SPOON RIVER Electric Cooperative’s new home is undergoing extensive alterations preparatory to 
moving from the old headquarters in Canton. An annex is being constructed in rear. ^ 

Spoon River Electric 
Cooperative Acquires 
New Headquarters 

Spoon River Electric Cooperative 
at Canton has a new home. Pur¬ 
chased a few months ago, the 
building has been undergoing ex¬ 
tensive alterations and when fin¬ 
ally completed will be one of the 
most attractive and compact co-op 
headquarters of any in the state. 

The house, as shown above, sets 
on a two acreplot on the south 
edge of Canton. An annex, to pro¬ 
vide a 10-door garage, additional 
office accommodations, and heated 
storage space, is being constructed 
in the rear. 

The business offices and service 
department moved in last month. 
The other co-op departments will 
have to wait until the annex has 
been finished which is expected 
sometime in the Spring. 

The present brick exterior will 
be covered with a white cement 
facing. In front of the building 
there is a grass lawn of approxi¬ 
mately 100 by 300 feet. 

Adjacent to the new headquar¬ 
ters is a quonset hut which was 
erected in September and provides 
some 4,000 square feet of unheated 
storage room. 

TELEPHONE NUMBERS 

In case of an outage on your farm, 
check to see if your neighbors have 
service. If not call one of the follow¬ 
ing telephone numbers immediately and 
report any information you may have 
on the outage such as—Lightning, 
Storm, Strong Wind, Tree in Line, 
Broken Insulator, etc. 

Murphysboro and Carbondale Area 
call: 

Warehouse, Carbondale, 25-F-12. 
Alvin Long, Murphysboro, 1166. 
Richard Robinson, Carbondale, 26-F-5. 

All other area call: 
Main Office, Steeleville, 68 Commer¬ 

cial. 
John Shriver, Chester, 544-R. 
Robert Huddleston, Steeleville, 

43-F-41. 
R. S. Holt, Steeleville, 30-R-3. 

ALREADY COMPLETED is this quonset hut which is adjacent to 
main building. 

NEWS FROM 
Jo-Carroll 

Elizabeth, 111. 

FLOYD RUBLE, Mgr. 

CO-OP.-— 
From Page Two 

toaster, waffle iron, corn popper, 
electric drill, water heating foun¬ 
tains for chickens, hot pads, clocks, 
radios; George Erb, Jersey ville, 
electric range; Herbert Frazer, 
Fieldon, New Deep Freeze; Arthur 
Greaves, Carlinville, Water system 
in home and a water system for 
stock, new cabinet and sink. 

IN OUR MAIL 
“Gentlemen: We have installed 

an electric heater and would like 
the special rate. We have the fol¬ 
lowing appliances: Hot water heat¬ 
er, motor driven oil furnace with 
blower, water pump, refrigerator, 
deep freeze, electric milk cooler, 
milking machine, stock pump, stor¬ 
age battery charger, electric weld¬ 
er, soldering iron, poultry water 
heater, electric range, iron, wash¬ 
ing machine, fans, small electric 
heater, hair clipper, concrete mix- 

"er, motor .driven grind stone, three 
radios, lights at all barns and 
home. V. B. Baxter, Shipman. 

“To Employees of M. J. M. Elec¬ 
tric Cooperative, Inc. “Thinking 
you for the splendid service we 
have had the past year.” Emery 
and Lula Willis, Jerseyville. 

“Dear Friends: Just a line to let 
you know we have a new 12 cubic 
ft. home freezer, also a new time 
clock to turn the chicken house 
lights on. We are also very proud 
of our new electric range and cer¬ 
tainly enjoy cooking and baking 
with it. Don’t know what we would 
do without power now.” Mr. and 
Mrs. Elmer Bruce—Staunton. 

“Gentlement: Just one year ago 
today we and several other farmers 
down south were made very happy. 
It was on this day that the power 
lines was energized. We knew we 
would like it but would sure hate 
to part with it now. I must say dur¬ 
ing the year our service has been 
A number one. Could not ask for 
better. As ever, a satisfied user.” 
Edward F. Rust, Bunker Hill. 

“Dear Sir: May I take this op¬ 
portunity to thank you for the 
electric service you gave me last 
week at my farm near Delhi, Ill¬ 
inois at R. R. 66. I am sure the 
tenants and their nine children ap¬ 
preciate it too. R. G. Flaugber, E. 
St. Louis. 

Coal was discovered in Illinois in 
1673 at the same time the early 
explorers came up the Illinois 
country. 

Read Meter, Notify Co-op 
Headquarters, When Moving 

This being the season when many 
of our members will be moving, we 
want to ask that you read the meter 
when you leave and send the read¬ 
ing to us together with your future 

j address. If you are moving to a 
| farm that is also served by REA 
make a note of the reading when 

j you move in. In that way you will 
protect yourself both when you 
leave and when you start your ac¬ 
count at a different location. 

We hope that you have noticed 
a marked improvement in the vol¬ 
tage. On December 15th our new 
temporary sub-station located on 
the Birkbeck farm in Council Hill 
was put into operation. We have 
had many of our members tell us 
that there was a definite improve- 

| ment, and we most sincerely hope 
| that it has brought all ' of you 
i greater satisfaction and more effi¬ 
cient help for those many many 
things for which you rely on elec¬ 
tricity. 

New Appliances 
Hot Water Heaters: Willis A. Hammer, 

: Scales Mound: George W. Hartman, Mt. 
Carroll; Virgil Bonjour, Apple River; Wm. 
Scheele. Scales Mound; Herman Daehler, 
Chadwick ; John Albrecht, Hanover: Don¬ 
ald Mackay, Mt. Carroll : Rev. Weider- 

! anders, Elizabeth: Wm. Kilpatrick, Han¬ 
over; Raymond Patterson, Hanover; Ed¬ 
ward Krug, Massbach ; Clarence Bohnhoff, 
Elizabeth; Edward Klopf, Jr., Elizabeth. 

Deep Freeze: Donald Frank, Mt. Carroll; 
Neal V. Dauphin, Savanna; Walter Click, 
Galena: John B. Foecking, Galena'; A. M. 

• Read, Elizabeth ; Ralph Hilby, East Du¬ 
buque. 

Washing Machine: Rubin Richardson, 
| Galena : Ralph Hilby, East Dubuque; 
' Byron Edmonds, Galena: Charles L. 

Staver, Galena; Lawrence Temperly, Gal¬ 
ena : Glen Schaible, Apple River. 

Refrigerator: Mrs. Chas. M. Guinther,. 
Mt. Carroll: Lee Hartman, Chadwick: 
John Baekenkeller, Elizabeth; Mrs. Myil 
Exline, Savanna; Glen Schaible, Apple 

, River; Edw. Westemeier, Galena; Mrs. 
August Plath, Apple River: Oswin Art- 
man, Elizabeth; Ed. Klopf Jr., Elizabeth: 
Leonard Heller, Apple River; Agnes Holz, 
Scales Mound : Eugene H. Hickie, Galena; 
John W. Schultz, Scales Mound. 

Milking Machine: Glen Schaible, Apple 
River; Anthony G. King, Galena: Wm. 
Lundy, Savanna; Ralph Hilby, East Du¬ 
buque. 

Vacuum Cleaner: Elmer Wienen. Gal¬ 
ena : Glenn Hesselbacher, Scales Mound; 
LaVerle W. Groezinger, Elizabeth : Willis 
A. Hammer, Scales Mound; Arthur L. 
Meador, Lanark. 

Range and Combination Range: Vernon 
Saam, Scales Mound; Henry Berning, Jr., 
Galena; Kenneth Schneider, Mt. Carroll; 
Vernon Bashaw, Savanna. _ 

Mixer: Eugene H. Hickie, Galena: Ar¬ 
thur L. Meador, Lanark; Helmer Dittmar, 
Elizabeth. 

Toaster: Willis A. Hammer, Scales 
Mound; Raymond Keleher, Gaiena; Lawr¬ 
ence Temperly, Galena; John H. Backen- 
keller, Elizabeth. 

Radio: Clyde Young, Apple River: Aug¬ 
ust Schibley, Chadwick; Glen Schaible, 
Apple River; Byron Edmonds, Galena; 
Ralph Hilby, East Dubuque. 

Iron: Raymond Keleher, Galena; Lawr¬ 
ence Temperly, Galena; Charles L. Staver, 
Galena. . 

Brooder: Harold Imel, Chadwick; Vin¬ 
cent Spillane, Galena; Clyde Young, Apple 
River; George W. Hartman, Mt. Carroll. 

Miscellaneous: Raymond Keleher, Gal¬ 
ena, shaver, hot plate, separator, motor 
for washing machine; Wm. E. Roberts 
Sr., feed mill; James Moore, Hanover, 
bottle warmer, chicken, waterer; Wilbert 
Ricke, East Dubuque, two motors on oil 
furnace; Freece S. Senneff, automatic oil 
furnace: A. M. Read, Elizabeth, blower 

on oil burner; Ed. Klopf, Jr. dish washer 
and washing machine; August Plath, Ap¬ 
ple River, hot plate; Mrs. Hyel Exline, 
1000 watt room heater. 

Charles L. Staver, Galena, well pump; 
Raymond Heer, Elizabeth, milk cooler; 
Merle Miller, Mt. Carroll, one h.p. motor 
on jet well pump ; Slouborg Bros., Savan¬ 
na, fan; LaVerle Groezinger, Elizabeth, 
fan; David Davis, Galena, % h.p. motor 
and pump jack; Clarence Bohnhoff, Eliz¬ 
abeth, two electric pumps on pressure sys¬ 
tem ; Donald Mackay, Mt. Carroll, one h.p. 
elevator; Glen Schaible, Apple River, 
lamp; Glen S. Fulrath, Savanna, corn 
popper and wall clock, Edwin Gillespie, 
Massbach, pressure water system; Arthur 
L. Meador; Lanark, pumping system ; Le¬ 
roy Schubert, Mt. Carroll, radio and phon¬ 
ograph combination; Adolph Ostendorf, 
Hanover, three h.p. motor on pumping 
system; Harold Imel, Chadwick, welder. 

Seven Outages 
There were seven outages during 

December. Two of them were 
manmade. One on Dec. 6 when 
part of the line was killed to hang 
sectionalizers, and one on Decem¬ 
ber 15 when the new substation 
was cut in. One of the remaining 
five was an individual outage, and 
two others were remedied when 
the substation at North Hanover 
was refused. The other was caused 
by wire pulling out of a D.E. Clamp 
and this was the longest one of the 
month, lasting three hours and 10 
minutes. 

To you homemakers who handed 
in switch clickers at our annual 
meeting. We have sent them to 
the editor of the homemakers’ 
page giving each one credit for 
her own “hint”. 

Cooperative Member Can 
Assist in Many Ways 

By working together, you as a 

member of this non-profit coopera¬ 

tive helped to bring electricity into 

the rural areas. Let’s not quit now. 

Our rates have remained the same, 

although the cost of labor, material, 

food, etc., have almost doubled. You 
as a member have helped make this 
low rate possible. 

Every member can help the coop¬ 
erative now by cutting the hedge, 
underbrush and trees which are 
growing under the lines near his 
property. Don’t cut trees which might 
fall into the line. 

KASKASKIA ISLAND 

It gives us a great deal of pleas¬ 
ure to announce that your coopera¬ 
tive has completed the construction 
of 19.6 miles serving 81 members on 
Kaskaskia Island. 

This island, which is surrounded 
on all sides by the Mississippi Riv¬ 
er, figured prominently in the early 
history of the State of Illinois. 

Most of the island is used for 
farming. Kaskaskia is a small vil¬ 
lage on the island where a new State 
Memorial has just been completed. 
This Memorial will use electricity for 
lighting and heating purposes. Pujol 
is another village on the island. 

We will purchase our power from 
the St. Genevieve Electric Co-op. in 
Missouri. Transmission lines were 
built to the island from the Missouri 
side across the old river channel. 

NEW APPLICATION 

A new application for loan funds 
I is now being prepared and will be 
j sent to the Rural Electrification Ad- 
| ministration within the next few 
months. 

Please urge your friends and 
neighbors who want electric service 
to sign a membership application as 
soon as possible. 

It takes a lot of time and work 

to have a loan application prepared 
and approved so don’t wait. Lines 
for which loan applications have al¬ 
ready been approved will be built 
first. 

Staking 

Our engineers report that a lot of 
stakes are lost because members plow 
them under, burn them or in other 
ways destroy the stakes. Every lost 
stake requires additional time and 
money to replace. 

After a line is staked each mem¬ 
ber can speed up his connection by 
cutting any trees or brush that are 
growing within 20 feet of either side 
of the stakes. Notify the office 
promptly when you have completed 
your brush cutting. » 

New members jshould notify the 
office when their wiring is completed 
and ready for inspection. Also state 
in your letter whether or not you 
have completed cutting the brush 
along the line staked to you. 

Memberships 

Every family using electricity from 
our cooperative lines must have a 
signed application on file in this 

, office. Tenants or renters should 
I have a membership in their own 
! name and not in the owners name. 
1 Membership fees will be refunded 
when you move to a place not served 
by our lines. 

A total of 11.26 miles of lines plus 
eight member service extensions serv¬ 
ing 59 members were completed in 
December. 

News Briefs 

Miss Lois Meyer, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Rudolph Meyer of Steele- 

j ville and Russell McConachie, son 
j of Mrs. Jennie McConachie of Spar¬ 
ta were married on Sunday after- 

' noon, January 18 in the St. Mark's 
I Lutheran Church of Steeleville. 

I Miss Meyer was formerly employed 
! in the stock record section of this 
i cooperative. We extend to her our 
j thanks for the efficient handling of 
! all duties assigned. Mr. McConachie 
1 is a prominent farmer from near 
Sparta. 

The young couple will be at home 
to their friends on the McConachie 
farm and will use REA Electricity. 

We want to wish the young couple 
a happy and successful married life. 

Mrs. Marion Hartmann resigned 
her job as cashier for the Coopera¬ 
tive effective February 1st. Mrs. 
Hartmann has been a most efficient 
cashier and we are indeed sorry to 
lose her services. We want to 
thank her for the fine work she al¬ 
ways did. 

Marion plans to now devote her 
full time in planning delicious meals 
for husband Harvey. We wish them 
both a lot of luck and happiness. 

J. J. Murphy, REA Auditor, is now 
visiting our project and is making our 
annual audit. 

Timely servicing of farm equip¬ 
ment before it is to be used in the 
field will reduce accidents as well 
as possible field breakdowns. 

AN INGENIOUS EXAMPLE of 

putting electricity to work is shown 

above. When Robert Sanner, who 

lives five miles southwest of Dalton 

City, came up against the problem 
of doors for his homemade “quonset 
hut” type repair shed, he took a 
motor off an old washing machine 

and a drive chain from an abandoned 
piece of farm mahinery, put the two 
together and the result k the auto¬ 
matic door which provides clearance 
for the biggest machinery on his farm. 

The door also is a product of in¬ 
genuity being built in two horizontal 
sections. Cables attached to die in¬ 
side of the door and to rafters in 

the shed cause the door to fold in 
half as it is hoisted clear to the top 
•f the interior. The door’s dimen¬ 
sions are approximately 15 by 20 
feet. 

Banner, who besides being a farmer 
is a surveyor too, is a member of 
Shelby Electric Cooperative, Sbelby- 
vilk. 
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H. H. Huebinger 
Dies Following 
Brief Sickness 

as they become available, causes 

them to want service. 

To make a long story shorter, we 

wish to state that we are in the 

Henning H. Huebinger, cartograph¬ 
er in the office of Rural Electrifica¬ 
tion Superintendent Everett R. Read, 
succumbed January 7 at Memorial 
Hospital, Springfield, following a 
short illness. 

He was an expert map maker and 
much of his work had to do with 
mapping rural electric lines through¬ 
out the state. At the time of his 
death, Mr. Huebinger had almost 
completed a series of colored maps 
tracing journeys of Biblical charac¬ 
ters. He had been working on the 
series during his spare time over a 
period of eight years. 

Surviving Mr. Huebinger is a sis¬ 
ter who lives in Germany, his birth 
place. His parents brought him to 
this country when he was two-years- 
old settling first in Davenport then 
in Peoria. 

Funeral services were held Jan 
uary 9. Interment was in Spring 
dale Cemetery, Peoria. 

Southeastern Will Assist 
Co-ops In Emergencies 

Since the last issue of the ILL¬ 
INOIS REA NEWS, the weather 
man has dealt a crippling blow to 
some of our neighbor cooperatives 
and we wish to sympathize with 
these managers at this time; how¬ 
ever, sympathy does not restore 
service. While it is common know¬ 
ledge that all cooperatives are will¬ 
ing and ready to assist their neigh¬ 
bor in times of emergency such as 
these, we wish to take this oppor¬ 
tunity to again state that any ma¬ 
terials needed in the restoring of 
services on any of these coopera¬ 
tives which we have on hand will be 
cheerfully loaned at any time. 

We are fortunate in southern Ill¬ 
inois to be out of the ice belt of 
the New Year’s Day storm and we 
are happy to state that only two 
short extensions were out of ser¬ 
vice and then only for a few hours. 

*€' SECTION 

Our “C section construction pro¬ 
gram is proceeding satisfactorily, 
taking into consideration weather 
conditions which affect the handl¬ 
ing of equipment in most all our 
area. We are putting up lines in 
various communities particularly 
fast and trust that within the next 
60 days the ‘C’ section will have 
been completed and energized. 

BRUSH CUTTING 

This item you will note has ap¬ 
peared in practically every issue of 
the REA NEWS and we are happy 
to state that we are still making 
progress in clearing up our old 
lines. 

We wish particularly to call the 
attention of our members who may 
travel Highway 34 from Harrisburg 
to Rosiclare and Elizabethtown who 
will, note that our clearing crews 
have done an exceptionally fine job. 
We are cutting everything under 
the line and within falling distance, 
and feel that the absence of out¬ 
ages has been due in a large mea¬ 
sure the last three months to this 
extensive clearing program. 

It is our intention to continue 
this "clean-up” campaign until all 
lines have been cleared of brush. 

As stated formerly, our members 
could help, and save the cooperative 
considerable expense if each one 
would see to it that his own fence 
rows were kept clean, but since all 
our members do not keep the brush 
cut along their own fences it be¬ 
comes necessary for the coopera¬ 
tive to cut this brush in order that 
uninterrupted service might be 
maintained. 

‘E* SECTION 

If our members could spend a 
day in our office they would get 
some idea of the demand for electric 
service. Never a day passes by that 
several delegations of farmers come 
to our office wanting to know the 
same thing, “When can we get 
service in our area?” Of course, the 
discussion usually brings out the 
point of changing economic condi¬ 
tion over the last few years and 
the fact that their neighbors have 
received electricity and are enjoy¬ 
ing the benefits of new appliances 

midst of a development program, 
developing some additional 400 

miles of line, the application of 

which is expected to be made to 

REA within the next few weeks. 

The hard part of that part of the 
program is to find a stopping point 

because we have in our area some 

1500 miles of line yet to build con¬ 
sisting mostly of short extensions 
from one to five miles in length. 
When you multiply^ conditions in 
each community scattered over an 
eight county area you have some 
idea of the enormity of the pro¬ 
gram yet to be done in our area. 

Our advice to you, as present 
members, is: if you have an area 
in your community that does not 
have electric service as yet, we 
would suggest that you advise your 
neighbors to check with our office, 
with an idea in mind of developing 
their own community and have it 
included in this next allotment. 

We would also suggest that when¬ 
ever legislation effecting REA loan 
funds is before Congress that your 
congressman be advised that he is 
expected to support such legisla¬ 
tion that all our farm areas might 
have electric servive as rapidly as 
materials are available. 

NEW BUILDING POGRESS 

We wish to call attention at this 
time to our members who might 
be coming into Harrisburg from 
Eldorado. They may have noticed 
a new building going up in the 
north edge of Harrisburg, and will 
say that it is the first unit of your 
cooperatives new headquarters. The 
building is to be our garage, and 
is 88 by 100 feet. Other buildings 
will be built as materials are avail¬ 
able. This building will house the 
cooperatives equipment consisting 
at present of some 20 trucks and 
personnel cars, together with other 
equipment used in large scale con¬ 
struction. 

PLANS FOR 1948 

Your cooperative has received in 
the past few days several large 
shipments of ‘D’ Section material. 
One complete transfer truckload of 
guy wire, and one complete load of 
bolts and various line hardware. 

A full car load of transformers 
has been shipped; however, these 
will be installed on the lines that 
are being constructed at the pre¬ 
sent time, and we expect deliveries 
of transformers of 60 to 100 each 
month throughout 1948. It is our 
plan to continue into the ‘D’ Sec¬ 
tion construction program at the 
close of the ‘C Section construction. 
It is also our plan to add several 
additional construction units to our 
present equipment. 

TWO-WAY RADIO 

The management of your coopera¬ 
tive, together with your board of 
directors is exploring the possibil¬ 
ity of the installation of two-way 
radio equipment to be installed 
upon our system so that instant 
communication may be obtained be¬ 
tween the office headquarters and 
any service trucks in our area. This 
will permit us to maintain better 
service because too many times it 
is considerable time after an out¬ 
age is reported before we are able 
to locate our men as our area is so 
vast and with very few telephones. 
In fact, some areas have no phone 
service whatsoever. The equipment 
sufficient to do the job in our area 
is expected to cost approximately 
$12,000. This is one objective that 
your cooperative has set for reali¬ 
zation during the current year. 

MILESTONE ACHIEVED 

In checking with the bookkeeping 
department we find that this co¬ 
operative is continuing to establish 
new records each month. One of 
the goals established in January, 
1947, was to reach a total connected 
membership of 6,000 by the close 
of the year. We are happy to state 
that that goal was reached and we 
are now serving considerably more 
than 6,000 members which is quite 
gratifying in the light of a continu¬ 
ed shortage of certain materials. 

We may be going out on a limb 
so to speak, but we are planning 
that by the close of 1948 we will 
be serving 7500 members. So we 
would suggest that you put this 
figure away somewhere, and see 
how close we hit this mark by 
New Year’s Day, 1949. 

The population of Illinois in¬ 
creased 46-fold during the period 
between 1820 and 1870, while the 
population of the U. S. only quad¬ 
rupled. 

NEWS FROM 
Menard 
Petersburg, 111. 

A. E. BECKER, Mgr. 

Annual Meeting To Be Held 
In Harris High School Gym 

The eleventh annual meeting for 
members of the Menard Electric 
Cooperative will be held in the Har¬ 
ris High School gymnasium, Pet¬ 
ersburg, Saturday, February 28. The 
meeting will be called to order at 
12:30 p.m. This is the most impor¬ 
tant Co-op meeting of the year— 
IT IS YOUR MEETING— and you 
should plan to attend with your 
neighbor. 

BUSINESS SESSION 
Included in the business proceed¬ 

ings is the election of nine mem¬ 
bers to serve as your Board of Di¬ 
rectors till the next annual meet¬ 
ing. It is your duty to be present 
and take an active part in the busi¬ 
ness meeting of your organization. 

Other matters to be discussed and 
voted on will be the Capital Credits 
Plan—if adopted, It assures you of 
your personal share in the owner¬ 
ship of the Menard Electric Cooper¬ 
ative when the loan from REA is 
liquidated. 

Administrator Claude R. Wick- 
ard recently expressed himself as 
follows regarding co-op annual 
meetings. “I feel that everytime 
members of one of the 900 REA 
financed Rural Electric Coopera¬ 
tives get together to transact busi¬ 
ness, they help to inject new life 
into the entire democratic pro¬ 
cess.” 

The best way to make democracy 
work in our own business is for 
each of you owner-members to be 
present at your own cooperative’s 
annual meeting—taking your share 
of the responsibility by voting on 
matters affecting the future of your 
cooperative. You can prove your 
interest by your presence at the 
annual meeting on February 28th 
—remember the date. 

GUEST SPEAKER 
Earl F. Wisdom, Des Moines, 

Iowa, has accepted the invitation, 
extended by your board of direc¬ 
tors, to be present and will be 
our principal speaker. Mr. Wisdom 
has been active in pioneering the 
rural electrification program in 
Iowa since the beginning of REA. 
He serves as manager of the Iowa 
Rural Electric Cooperative Associa¬ 
tion. He is an able speaker and you 
will enjoy his message. • 

There will be a musical program 
from 12 noon till 12:30 p.m. by 
DALE ENGLAND and HIS MEN 
OF MUSIC. This troupe will pre¬ 
sent selections during the after¬ 
noon and also play for the group 
singing led by Dillard Worner. This 
"group singing” last year really was 
fine and there were many favorable 
comments on it. It will be even 
better this year. 

Each director has been given the 
responsibility of providing special 
entertainment during the after¬ 
noon. They have promised several 
surprises and this is only one of 
them—the “Whastuner’s,, a novel¬ 
ty band from Wessling School, near 
Topeka, will be featured in several 
selections. This musical organiza¬ 
tion has won fame for its original¬ 
ity in composition and perfomance. 

Attendance Awards 
Distribution of a large number 

of attendance awards will be made 
at the close of the program. Re¬ 
member, you’ve got a date — Feb¬ 
ruary, 28th, so mark it on your 
calendar now! 

Present Board of Directors 
Members now serving as your 

present Board of Directors are: 
Henry B. Colby, Pleasant Plains, 
president; Homer T. Brown, New 
Holland, vice president; Wm. H. 
Montgomery, Petersburg, secretary- 
Treasurer; Audace Herzberger, Vir¬ 
ginia; E. Clyde Lewis, Ashland; 
Herb. Shelhammer, Mt. Pulaski; 
Chas. A. Smith, Easton; C. Nelson 
Worner, Manito; and Archie Zook, 
Athens. 
AN OPEN LETTER TO NEW 

MEMBERS 
Dear Member: 

The management of your coopar- 
ative sincerely regrets that circum¬ 
stances beyond our control, have 
made it impossible to energize dis¬ 
tribution lines as soon as complet¬ 
ed. This, we had hoped to do, but 
a delay in the delivery of three 
new 500 KVA AC transformers has 
prevented the completion of the 
new substation, so vitally needed 
to supply adequate power to take 
care of the increased load on the 
system now, and when these addi¬ 
tional connects are made. 

Shipment of the 3-500 KVA AC 

First Efforts 
To Get Funds 
For REA Fails 

An amendment offered to the third 
deficiency appropriation bill which 
would have authorized $200,000,000 
additional in REA funds for rural 
line building between now and June 
30 was defeated in the House of 
Representatives at Washington by a 
vote of 84 for and 98 against. 

The amendment was offered by 
Congressman John Rankin of Mis¬ 
sissippi. 

General theme of tho£e speaking 
against more REA funds was that 
the agency had on hand loan money 
which had not been spent. Friends 
of REA pointed out that funds can¬ 
not be spent until REA studies and 
approves co-op projects and author¬ 
izes the spending, a process which re¬ 
quires one to three years from date 
Congress makes the money available. 

NRECA has asked the President, 
the Bureau of the Budget and the 
Agriculture Department to request a 
deficiency appropriation for REA, but 
it appears that the request will not 
be made. 

Clyde T. Ellis, executive manager 
of NRECA, says “we will, therefore 
ask the Agricultural Subcommittee of 
the House Appropriations Committee 
to hold a hearing and recommend a 
deficiency appropriation, and we will 
submit to the committee the resolu¬ 
tions passed at the ten regional 
NRECA meetings" asking for imme¬ 
diate loan funds. 

Transformers has been definitely 
promised by the Allis Chalmers 
Manufacturing Company on or be- 
for February 20. 

Everything has been made 
ready at the substation for this in¬ 
stallation immediately upon arrival. 
The order for these three 500 KVA 
AC Transformers was placed May 
3, 1946, and delivery promised De¬ 
cember 1947. 

To further explain the effort that 
has been made by your cooperative 
to hasten the time when the lines 
to your premises could be energized 
I wish to give you some facts as 
to what has transpired during the 
past 60 days. 

Believing that delivery would be 
made in December, 1947, of these 
three 500 KVA AC Transformers, 
a phone call was made to Allis 
Chalmers, December 8, asking how 
soon they would arrive. I was ad¬ 
vised the date would be checked 
and they would inform me. On De¬ 
cember 12, I received a telegram 
stating the shipment date had been 
deferred till April, 1948. This called 
for immediate action and a letter 
was sent the president of Allis 
Chalmers Manufacturing Company, 
.part of which read as follows: - 

“The delay in the shipment of 
this order for three 500 KVA 
AC Transformers places our co¬ 
operative in a very distressing 
as well as an embarrassing pos¬ 
ition. We have over 200 miles 
ready to connect but it will be 
impossible to do so from our 
present sub-station.” 
This statement along with other 

information regarding the situa¬ 
tion brought a reply on December 
26, from the President of Allis 
Chalmers. The following para¬ 
graphs are direct quotations from 
his letter: 

“Because we appreciate your 
business and because we are 
interested in conditions in your 
locality, you may rest assured 
that your order is getting pre¬ 
ference in our production 
schedule and that everything 
and anything that can be done 
to improve our present sched¬ 
uled shipping date of February 
20, will be done. I wish you 
would convey this fact to your 
4,800 members.” 

"I am assigning this order to 
the personal attention of a 
member of my staff who will 
follow this order until its suc¬ 
cessful conclusion, keeping you 
periodically advised as to the 
status of these urgently needed 
transformers. 

"Please convey to your mem¬ 
bers, my heartiest best wishes 
for a very Happy New Year. 

Very truly yours, 
W. Geist. 

The foregoing excerpts from re¬ 
cent letters should indicate that we 
can reasonably expect to have our 
new sub-station in operation be¬ 
fore March 1. This matter will be 
further discussed at your coopera¬ 
tive’s Eleventh Annual Meeting of 
Members, to be held in the Peters¬ 
burg High School Gymnasium, 
Saturday, February 28, 1948. Meet¬ 
ing starts at 1:00 P.M. We trust 
you will plan to attend. 

(Signed) A. E. Becker, manager 

Ice Storm Causes Outages 
In Every Section of System 

We do not need to tell our own 
members about the sleet storm, but, 
no doubt, some of our neighboring 
cooperatives to the south think that 
a sleet storm is merely a name. We 
know better. 

Our first call of trouble from the 
storm came in at 1:30 A.M., New 
Year’s morning. What a way to 
start the New Year! By daylight, 
all of our crews were called out 
to make valiant attempts to res¬ 
tore service to the areas in dif¬ 
ficulty. By mid-day, we did not have 
a section that was not in trouble. 
To make our difficulties worse, the 
33 KVA feed to our sub-station was 
interrupted at 2 p.m. and service 
was not restored until early the fol¬ 
lowing morning. During this period, 
very little could be done on our 
own lines. 

New Year’s night, the battle con¬ 
tinued against the elements. The 
following days and nights through 
Sunday were all the same. On the 
following Monday, our major trou¬ 
ble was corrected; however, we had 
many isolated cases of trouble and 
these reports continued to come to 
our office. 

We were handicapped in our op¬ 
erations by the lack of telephone 
facilities. It seemed as if the storm 
at the time was mockery to us, as 
early in March we will have our 
two-way radio in operation. Two- 
way radio will keep us in constant 
communication with our trucks and 
help us dispatch crews to troubled 
areas. 

WATTS-NEWS 

All of our members received a 
copy of Watts-News. The response 
to this has been very large. The 
article referring to delinquency and 
the request of our members to write 
to us if they approved or disapprov¬ 
ed of our policy in disconnecting 
the two per cent of our members 
who failed to pay their electric 
bills after being advised of the de¬ 
linquency. has been very gratifying. 
We have had an overwhelming re¬ 
ply to that request. All replies prais¬ 
ed us for this type of management. 
Let us quote to you a few replies 
we had. 

‘T fully approve of the policy 
adopted for handling delinquent 
electric bills.” 

“We O.K your delinquency pol¬ 
icy.” 

“I believe that delinquent consu¬ 
mers should be cut off if they do 
not pay their bills in the allocated 
period. It would show poor manage¬ 
ment if these delinquents were 
left alone. Everyone in my commu¬ 
nity feels the way I do.” 

May we add that these letters 
and many more are on file in this 
office, for our members’ inspection. 

NEW HEADQUARTERS 

Negotiations have been complet¬ 
ed on the site for the new head¬ 
quarters, west of Macomb on Route 
10. Pole docks have been construct¬ 
ed for the storage of poles. Other 
materials are being stored on the 
site. The architects have now com¬ 
pleted the headquarters’ plans. It 
is anticipated that if early approval 
can be obtained from REA, that the 
construction of these buildings will 
proceed as soon as weather con¬ 
ditions permit. 

KNOW YOUR EMPLOYEES 

John Hund, our line foreman, is 
another of our older employees. He 
has fulfilled his position as line fore¬ 
man these many years with ef¬ 
ficiency that has resulted in your 
many lines being built in a "sound 
manner. Hund outlines the activi¬ 
ties of the construction crews in 
the field. To many of our members, 
he needs on introduction as many 
of you have probably had "ersofl- 
al contacts with him in the past. 
His efficiency in handling your 
cases of trouble as they arise are, 
no doubt highly appreciated by 
you. He feels that your troubles 
when they concern your Coopera¬ 
tive are his personal problems to 
settle in the most expeditious man¬ 
ner. 

The first land offices in Illinois 
were established at Kaskaskia. Ed- 
wardsville and Shawneetown in 
1818. 
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Seiping Is IDonderful Hobbij 
Satisfies Desire 
To Create; Also 
Is Money Saver 

Sewing is a wonderful hobby. 
Women and teen-age girls have be¬ 
come increasingly enthusiastic 
about sewing not only for the very 
important factor of saving money, 
but to satisfy their desire to cre¬ 
ate lovely things and be well 
dressed. 

The woman who makes her own 
clothes must be part designer even 
though she selects her pattern 
from a commercial pattern cata¬ 
log. It is up to her to pick out a 
fabric and a pattern that will be 
becoming to her, one that she’ll 
really love to wear. 

Measure yourself to find out 
what the best pattern size is for 
you. If you’re around five feet 
four inches or under, and usually 

This youthful juniper in cottqn 
c ham bray has all around pleats in 
keeping with the trends towards 
fuller skirts. A crisp white blouse 
with wing collar for flattering bow 
or scarf effect is teamed with the 
jumper. 

A navy wool dressmaker suit 
along smooth uncluttered lines is 
a good choice for season after sea¬ 
son wear. The snug jacket, slight¬ 
ly flared over the hips, has silk 
print lining to match the bow-neck¬ 
line blouse. Two unpressed pleats 
in the narrow skirt add fullness to 
the hipline. 

take a Junior Miss dress, a Junior 
Miss pattern will fit you best. If 
you’re five feet five inches or over 
you probably will be best fitted by 
a regular Misses pattern. A chart 
on the pattern will give you the 
measurements for the various pat¬ 
tern sizes. Take the pattern which 
most closely meets your measure¬ 
ments. The direction sheet in your 
pattern will tell you how to alter 
the pattern if your measurements 
do not correspond. It also tells 
you, step by step, how to lay out 
your pattern pieces for cutting; 
and how to put your outfit together 
from start to finish. 

Concerning fabrics, pick out col¬ 
ors that will emphasize the good 
qualities in your hair, skin and 
e£es. You’ll find many wonderful 
colors and fabrics to choose from, 
but there are a few important fac¬ 
tors to keep in mind. 

Soft Fabric For Pleats 
A dress with pleats, for example, 

requires a fabric which has body. 
Soft, loosely woven and crease-re¬ 
sistant materials will not hold 
pleats well. The opposite, of 
course, is true for a pattern with 
shirring, draping or other soft de¬ 
tails. Rayon crepes and sheer ray¬ 
ons or wools are more suitable for 
these styles. 

For tailored dresses, a somewhat 

ing is a slender, smooth, very 
pointed one which pushes through 
the material easily. Sizes of the 
needle are designated by numbers, 
and the higher the number the 
finer the needle. 

When buying your thread, use a 
sample of the material to check for 
color. As a rule the same fiber is 
used in the thread as in the ma¬ 
terial. Cotton material, for ex¬ 
ample stitched with cotton thread 
while shiny fabric, such as satin, 
is stitched with silk. For dull fab¬ 
rics, similar to crepes or woolen, 
use mercerized thread. 

A thimble, one to fit the middle 
finger is necessary for good hand j 
sewing, basting and overcasting. j 

Last but not least, an iron and | 
an ironing board are absolutely a j 

must in home sewing. The secret ( 

of good home tailoring is in the j 
pressing. Ironing each piece and 
pressing every seam as you go j 
along, spells the difference between I 

Switch Clickers 

Here are some more helpful hints 
sent in by Illinois REA Homemak¬ 
ers for our Switch Clicker column. 
We know you’ll appreciate sharing 
them. If you haven’t sent in your 
favorite recipe or short cut to bet¬ 
ter housekeeping, jot it down on a 
penny postcard, or include it with 
your pattern requests. The ad¬ 
dress is Kay Conlan, Illinois 'REA 
News, Petersburg, 111. 

To soften brown sugar which has 
become hard and lumpy, place in 
bread box overnight.—Mrs. Wm. K. 
Zink, Massbach, III. 

To remove lime from vases or 
water pitchers, fill with sweet milk 
and let it sour in the container. 
It will remove the lime stain.—Mrs. 
Herman Daehler, R. 1, Chadwick, 
111. 

To prevent cheese from drying 
out after it has been cut, grease 
the cut edge with butter before 
placing in the refrigerator.—Mrs. 
Harold Imel, Chadwick, 111. 

crisp, firm material is needed. This 
does not mean that the garment 
cannot be dressy. Taffeta or faille, 
for instance, is a dressy fabric 
suitable for tailoring. 

Plain materials are best if you 
want to bring out the lines and 
smart detail in the pattern. A fig¬ 
ured material tends to hide the 
structural lines of the dress. Strip¬ 
ed, checked or plaid fabrics should 
be used only with simple patterns. 
Too many gores or bias-cut sec¬ 
tions make it difficut to match the 
lines of the fabric. 

Cutting out the material is one 
of the most important steps in 
dressmaking. Before you cut, 
check the pattern carefully. Be 
sure the fabric and the pieces are 
free of wrinkles and each piece of 
the pattern is laid out according 
to the cutting diagram. Be care¬ 
ful to note which pieces are to be 
placed on the folds, which are to 
be cut double, and which parts of 
the pattern call for single pieces. 
By putting pins closer together 
along the curved edges, cutting 
these parts will be easier and 
there will be less chance of either 
pattern or fabric slipping. 

Have Right Tools 

Sewing is so much easier if you 
have the right tools to work with. 
Keep them all together in a handy 
place and take good care of them. 
First of all you will need dress¬ 
maker shears of six inches or more 
in length. Use your good shears 
for cutting cloth only as heavy 
material such as cardboard and 
wire dull them very quickly. 

Pinking shears are very useful 
in home sewing and can be used 
for cutting out a garment or for 
finishing seams. A cloth tape 
measure, preferably a 60-inch one, 
numbered from both ends is indis¬ 
pensable. The roller type seldom 
proves satisfactory. 

Fine, slender, smooth, sharp, 
pointed pins are best. Cheap pins 
are apt to snag and pucker the 
material. Dressmaker pins vary in 
size according to the number. The 
larger the number the coarser the 
pin. Number six pin is an excel¬ 
lent one for home sewing. 

A good needle for ordinary sew- 

Put head lettuce in warm water 
before taking the leaves off, then 
place them in the refrigerator to 
crisp bfore serving. This will keep 
the leaves from breaking up.—Mrs. 
Glen Law, Savanna, 111. 

To use raisins in any baking 
recipe, simply place measured 
amount of raisins in cold water 
long enough to wet them. They 
will go through a food grinder 
easily and blend better in baking. 
—Mrs. Albert Adolph, Chadwick, 
111. 

Try this for making carmelized 
corn. I use quite a bit of lard, a 
good big spoonful. Then I _use 
either butter or margarine with 
the lard. When the grease is 
melted put the corn in the popper 
and sprinkle the sugar over the 
corn—about two or three table¬ 
spoonfuls, or more if you like. It 
is best to use a popper where you 
can stir the corn. When you add 
the sugar, stir the corn so the ker¬ 
nels are coated. By using quite a 
bit. of lard, it tends to make the 
corn very tender. — Mrs. Walter 
Hartman, R. 1, Mt. Carroll, 111. 

New Variation Of 
Two ‘’Old Favorite’ 
Cookie Recipes 

Almost every cookbook contains 

a recipe for peanut cookies, and 

another for chocolate chip cookies. 

But not all of them have the how¬ 

to-make on Peanut Chocolate Chip 

Cookies, a variation of those two 
old favorites. They are made with 
chocolate peanut candies which 
have been finely chopped and then 
mixed into the cookie batter. These 
wondrful drop cookies with their 
crunchy candy bits scattered 
throughout, are perfect for dessert, 
or for those mid-afternoon and bed¬ 
time snacks. 

Peanut Chocolate Chip Cookies 
1 cup shortening 
1 cup sugar 
2 eggs, beaten 

2 '/t cups sifted flour 
1 teaspoon salt 
1 teaspoon baking powder 
1 teaspoon vanilla extract 

fi/o cups finely chopped chocolate peanut 
confections 

Cream shortening. Add sugar 
gradually. Beat in eggs. Add ex¬ 
tract. Sift together flour, salt and 
baking powder and stir into first 
mixture. Add peanut confections 
and stir in thoroughly. Drop by 
rounded teaspoonfuls on greased 
cookie sheet. Bake in moderate 
oven (350°F.) for 10 to 12 minutes, 
or until cookies are golden brown. 
Makes about fivp dozen cookies. 

Note: % cup chopped salted or 
roasted peanuts may be added to 
the recipe if desired. 

For brightest color and full fla¬ 
vor, make up orange or other cit¬ 
rus marmalade and cranberry jelly 
in small batches. From one to two 
quarts of the mixture is enough 
to cook at a time. Small quanti¬ 
ties are easier to handle and re¬ 
quire less timev on the stove. The 
shorter the cooking, the better for 
saving bright color and fresh fla¬ 
vor. 

Molasses and apples, two whole¬ 
some and inexpensive foods, are 
more than fast friends. Take any 
apple recipe which uses sugar and 
try replacing half the sugar with 
molasses. Apple pie, baked apples 
and brown betty are some old fav- 
orities that molasses sweetens to 
perfection. 

Your new tailored suit will have 
a slim skirt, side-slashed, and a j 

smoothly fitted jacket, a bit shorter 
than last year’s. This classic 
model has wide buttoned-down re- 
vers and two rows of button trim¬ 
ming. 

the “professionally” tailored effect 
to distinguish your outfits and the 
ordinary “home-mades.” 

Editor’s Note: Patterns for the 
illsutrated dresses and suit can be 
found in the new Spring pattern 
catalogs. 

Vary Thread Lengths 
For Skillful Sewing 

Even such a small detail as the 
length of the thread she sews with 
is important to the home seam¬ 
stress who wants to do a skillful 
and efficient job. Use a long thread 
where stitches are long, as in bast¬ 
ing; but a short thread for hem¬ 
ming or other fine stitching, and 
for darning. 

For basting the thread should 
be a few inches longer than the 
stretch of cloth to be basted. For 
example, in basting the seam of 
a skirt, the thread should be about 
six inches longer than the skirt 
length. 

For fine stitching, however, a 
thread about a foot long is easiest 
to handle and will not wear thin 
and break from pulling through 
the cloth many times. A short 
thread is also better for darning 
because long threads pulled back 
and forth across a hole or tear 
tend to stretch the darn out of 
place. 

Helpful Suggestions Will 
Make Washdays Lots Easier 

Washdays in winter can be made 

easier and less trying on Mrs. 

Homemaker if she keeps in mind 

the following helpful suggestions. 
Washing machines kept in a cold 

place, such as an outside porch, 

should be brought into a warm 

room several hours before using. 

Otherwise the oil or grease in the 

machine may be so stiff that the 

starting load will be heavy enough 

to blow a fuse in the circuit. Por¬ 

celain enamel tubs also need to 

have the chill off before using. If 

hot water is poured into a very 

cold tub, the enamel may crack. 

Clothes that freeze stiff on lines 
suffer more wear and tear from 
whipping in the wind than soft 
clothes, ’i’herefore, on very cold 
windy days it may be better to dry 
clothes indoors. 

If lines are rubbed with vinegar 
before hanging up clothes, the fab¬ 
ric is less likely to freeze to lines 
and stick. However, if the clothes 
do stick, pull them very gently 
from lines to prevent tearing. 
Clothes pins warmed in th6 oven a 
few minutes before using help keep 
fingers warm and hastens the 
hanging up job. 

Never hang wet wool clothes or 
blankets outdoors in cold weather. 

i Wool is sensitive to sudden change 

| in temperature. It shrinks and i 

I damaged by going from a warr 

I tub in to cold winter air. Was! 
and rinse wool in lukewarm wate 

I and dry at room temperature 
| Avoid extremes of either heat o 
cold. 

Pressure Cookery Retains 
Vitamin C in Potatoes 

Cooking potatoes in a pressure 
saucepan is better than ordinary 
boiling for saving both vitamin C 
and time. Tests ’have proven that 
potatoes cooked in a pressure 
saucepan until tender (eight minu¬ 
tes) held 83 per cent of their orig-. 
inal vitamin C, while in contrast, 
potatoes boiled in an ordinary ket¬ 
tle held only 75 per cent of this 
vitamin on the average, and in 
some cases as little as 41 per cent." 

Although potatoes do not rate as 
high in vitamin C as some other 
foods, they can contribute impor- 

| tant amounts to family meals be¬ 
cause they are eaten frequently and 
in quantity. Housewives who want 
to get full value from potatoes 
should take pains to conserve vi¬ 
tamin C by cooking in the jacket 
rather than paring beforehand; 
cooking until just tender—no long¬ 
er; and serving as promptly as 
possible. 
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No Need To Fret 
Over Wax, Candy 
Stains On Linens 

Candles and candy play an im¬ 
portant part in decorating the ta¬ 
ble for company parties and spe¬ 
cial family treats. But somehow 
or other they always seem to find 
their way to the tablecloth, and it’s 
usually on the household’s finest 
linens. Removing the spots to 
avoid permanent stains presents a 
problem unless you know how it’s 
done. 

If it’s a stain from dripping can¬ 
dle wax, scrape away with a dull 
knife as much of the wax as pos¬ 
sible. Then place the stained part 
between clean white blotters, 
cleansing tissues or paper towels 
and press with a warm iron. As 
the blotters become soiled, replace 
with fresh ones. 

When as much wax as possible 
has been removed in this way, 
sponge the spot with carbon te¬ 
trachloride or some other grease 
solvent. Handle grease solvents 
with care, following the directions 
on the bottle. Clear water (with¬ 
out soap) may also be effective. If 
a stain still remains, a liquid made 
up of one part denatured alcohol 
to two parts of water may turn 
the trick. This method should not 
be used on colored clothes, how¬ 
ever, unless the color proves to be 
fast when tested in an inconspicu¬ 
ous place. A white cloth could be 
bleached if the satin is still obsti¬ 
nate. 

Laundering in warm soapy water 
will usually remove most candy 
spots. Remember first, though, to 
scrape off as much of the stain aa 
possible with a dull knife. 

If a chocolate stain does not 
wash out, it may be possible to re¬ 
move it with a grease solvent. If 
not, it should be sponged with hy¬ 
drogen peroxide and rinsed thor¬ 
oughly. As is true of alcohol, the 
cloth should be tested for color¬ 
fastness before the hydrogen per¬ 
oxide is used. 

Broiled Grapefruit Is 
A ‘Different’ Dessert 

Grapefruits are plentiful—way 
up in the "best buy” class, and 
half a good-sized grapefruit pro¬ 
vides more than the daily require¬ 
ment of Vitamin C. When you 
shop for grapefruit, select the hea¬ 
viest for its size and remember 
that the color doesn’t determine the 
quality. In fact, it may vary from 
pale yellow to russet brown. 

There are many ways you can 
serve it, and this is the time to try 
them all. Fresh grapefruit juice 
or half a chilled grapefruit, plain, 
sugared, or topped with a cherry, 
is a refreshing first course for any 
meal. Grapefruit is refreshing, too, 
as a salad, either with orange sec¬ 
tions, avocado slices, cottage 
cheese, or by itself on a bed of 
greens. Its tanginess makes it 
good company with milder fruits 
in a fruit cup. 

If you’ve never broiled grape¬ 
fruit halves, for dessert, or to start 
your meal off, try it. You’ll decide 
it’s one of your favorites. 

Broiled Grapefruit 

Cut grapefruit in halves. Cut 
around each section and core. 
Sprinkle a tablespoon of brown su¬ 
gar over each half. Place under 
the broiler until the sugar melts 
and the edge of the grapefruit 
turns a delicate brown. Top with 
a cherry. Serve at once. 

Safety Tips Given 
On Portable Lamps 
By National Council 

Do not select celluloid or other 
highly inflammable shades when 
buying portable electric lamps, says 
the National Safety Council. 

Buy only lamps of reliable make 
and use extension cords bearing 
approval of Underwriters labora¬ 
tories. Be sure the base is large 
enough to support the lamp without 
tipping. 

In giving safety suggestions on 
lamps the Safety Council experts 
say to replace—not repair—worn, 
frayed or brittle cords. The small 
extra cost is repaid with the as¬ 
surance of safety. 

Let only experts repair the 
lamps, pull on the plug to discon¬ 
nect, not the lamp cord. Do not 
kink a cord, fasten it down with 
nails or furniture or expose it to 
constant heat. Never touch a lamp 
or other charged or grounded ob¬ 
ject as a radiator or phone at the 
same time. 

Tricks With Yams or 'Sweets' | Chicken Casserole 
With Chestnuts Is 
Delightful Change 

I 
Stewing or baking hens with 

White From Egg Shells Has 
Important Industrial Uses 

One of the small unnoticed 

wastes in home cooking is the egg 

white which clings to the shell 

when raw eggs are broken. House¬ 

wives sometimes put egg shells in 

the coffee pot to make a clear 

brew. In the course of boiling, 

the white on the shell takes up 
small particles of coffee. Aside 

from this, no home use has been 

made of the clinging white. 

Industries which break millions 

of eggs for freezing or drying, how¬ 
ever, long ago recognized that the 
white in the shells represented an 
important loss. About 1 to 1% 
pounds of white is left in the shells 
of every case of eggs. This is re¬ 
moved by whirling the shells in a 
centrifuging machine. It is sold as 
"technical albumen” and used for 
adhesives, sizing for paper and 
coating for leather. As an adhe¬ 
sive, it is widely used in making 
crown caps for beverage bottles. 

Even though there is a sale for 
this product, the egg-breaking in¬ 
dustry makes an effort to leave as 
little white on the shell as possi¬ 
ble. Care is taken that eggs are 
not too cold when broken, because 
more white clings to the shell when 
the egg is cold. 

Reindeer Place Mat 

Applique offers you an easy and effective means of decorating 
your table linens. For a modern setting, make place mats of beige, 
appliqued with cocoa-colored reindeer. A direction leaflet for mak¬ 
ing a set of these place mats may be had by sending a STAMPED, 
SELF-ADDRESSED envelope to Kay Conlan, Illinois REA News, 
Petersburg, 111. Ask for Reindeer Place Mats. 

Whether you’re planning a fes- j Carrot and Sweet Potato Casserole, 

tive spread or an economical veget- Carr°t and Sweet Potato Casserole 

able plate dinner, there are no foods 

that will do more to give the meal 

eye appeal and real nutritional 

value than sweet potatoes or golden 
yams. 

Sweet' potatoes and yams are 

heaped high in every grocer’s bin. 

Get in the habit of using them 

often, for they boast not only fine 

flavor but exceptionally high food 
value. Sweet potatoes and yams 
contain more than 67 times as 
much Vitamin A as white potatoes, 
and also liberal amounts of Vita¬ 
mins Bl, B2, and C, and abundant 
natural food sugars. 

Bake your yams and serve them 
on the half shell: 

Golden Yams On Half Shell 

4 golden yams 
1/3 cup seedless raisins 

1 teaspoon salt 
1 tablespoon sugar 
1 tablespoon butter or margarine 

Bake yams in jackets in moder¬ 
ate oven (375° F.) about 50 min¬ 

utes. When done, cut lengthwise 
and scoop out pulp, being careful 
not to break shells. Mash pulp; 
add raisins, salt, sugar and butter. 
Mix well and pile lightly into pota¬ 
to shells. Brown in hot oven 
(425°F.). Serve hot. Makes four 
servings. 

Sweet potato pudding rates tops 
in all-time good flavor. Its crunchy 
with peanuts, rich with raisins, and 
enticingly spiced. 

Sweet Potato Pudding 

4 cups grated raw potatoes 
% cup corn syrup 

1 cup sugar 
1 cup milk 
1 egg 

% cup butter or margarine 
% cup salted peanuts, chopped 

1 cup raisins 
% teaspoon ground cloves 

1 teaspoon allspice 
Mix all ingredients together, 

beating egg and adding last. Bake 
at 350°F. for one and one-half 
hours. 

For a casserole dish, combine 
sweet potatoes with carrots for this 

3 cups diced carrots, cooked 
1 pound sweet potatoes, cooked 

% cup molasses 
% teaspoon salt 
% teaspoon pepper 

3 tablespoons butter 
Marshmallows 

Arrange alternate layers of 
cooked carrots and sweet potatoes 
in a buttered casserole. Season 
each layer with sal,t pepper, but¬ 
ter, and molasses. Dip marshmel- 
lows in molasses, and arrange on 
top of casserole. Bake in a moder¬ 
ate oven (350°F.) about 30 minutes 
or until thoroughly heated and 
browned. 

To Stuff Baked Tomatoes 
Use Leftover Meat Loaf 

A good use for leftover meat loaf 
is as a stuffing for baked tomatoes. 
To prepare this filling luncheon or 
dinner dish, scoop out the centers 
of plump, ripe tomatoes and com¬ 
bine the tomato pulp with crumbled 
leftover meat loaf. Add % tea¬ 
spoon Worcestershire sauce and a 
dash of salt and pepper. Return 
to tomato shells. Top with fine 
bread crumbs or crushed cereal 
and drizzle melted butter over the 
top. Place in a shallow casserole 
and bake in a 375° F. oven for 20 
minutes. 

Fire On Wires 
That first impulse to pour on 

water when fire breaks out in 
the home is not always the wis¬ 
est move. When fire is in or 
around electrical equipment, 
never use water or other fire 
extinguishers until the electric 
current is cut off completely at 
the switch. 

Be sure all members of the 
family know how to “throw” or 
“pull” the main switch to 
“deaden” the wiring system in 
case of a fire emergency. When 
the electricity is turned off, the 
fire can be treated by the pro¬ 
per extinguisher. 

chestnuts added for goodness and 

variety makes for a spicy, fragrant 

chicken casserole dish that’s differ¬ 

ent. These older fowls may be pre¬ 

pared in many different ways as 

long as they are cooked by moist 

heat to make them tender. 

Chicken and Chestnut Casserole 
• 

3 cups boiled chestnuts 
1 3-pound chicken, cut in pieces for 

serving 
1 teaspoon lemon juice 
1 medium onion, minced 

Butter or other fat 
% cup chicken broth or water 

1 cup currant jelly 
Salt and pepper 

Cut chestnuts in quarters if 

large; use them whole if small. 

Saute chicken in fat until skin is 

browned, then add lemon juice, 

onion and chicken broth. Cover 

and simmer until tender. Remove 

chicken, add currant jelly, mixing 
until blended. Add chestnuts, place 
chicken on top, cover and cook 20 
minutes longer. Season to taste 
and serve with the currant-flav¬ 
ored juice as sauce. 

Give Young Children 
Constructive Tasks 

Many parents complain about a 
lack of cooperation on the part of 
their young children, yet often it is 
the parents themselves who are at 
fault. 

Psychologists say that young 
children in modern society have 
little opportunity to perform any 
really constructive task. 

So if you’re making a swing or 
some toy for junior, let him give 
you a hand in the job. Of course 
you could probably finish the job 
a lot faster if he weren’t there, but 
that’s not the point. He’ll have fun 
working on something for himself 
and he’ll get more enjoyment out 
of the toy when completed. Who 
knows, you may even uncover some 
innate designing talent! 

But there’s one thing he’ll learn 
which is more important than just 
working with his hands, and that 
is how to cooperate with people. 

‘Detour’ To Iron 
Clothes With Snaps, 
Buttons, Zippers 

Go around all fastenings when 
ironing clothes. Never run the 
iron over buttons, snaps, buckles, 
zippers or pins even on the wrong 
side of the garment. 

Detouring prevents damage to 
fastenings, the fabric and the iron. 
Buttons may be cracked, broken or 
even melted, other fastenings bent, 
and the fabric underneath torn or 
worn if the iron presses over them. 

Moreover, fastenings may scratch 
or mar the mental soleplate of the 
iron so that it will not iron so 
smoothly. 

I 
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Patient lilt 
Many thanks for the kind letters 

and nice things you’ve said about 

the women’s pages and our pat¬ 

terns. We welcome your letters as 

they are our giude to your wishes. 

There are some new arrivals 

listed this month—along with the 

old favorites. Cheek over the list 
and order as many as you wish. 
All the patterns and leafllets are 
free. Just include a STAMPED, 
SELF-ADDRESSED envelope for 
every FOUR patterns you wish and 
mail your request to Kay Conlan, 
Illinois REA News, Petersburg, 111. 
If possible make the self-addressed 
envelope of the larger size. 

Ideas for Fun 
Be My Valentine 
February Celebrations 
Wedding Tips 
New Look For Your Table 
Baby Showers 

Toys 
Bunny 
Horse 
Lamb and Scottie 
Crocheted Pompon Cat and Kit¬ 

tens 
Crocheted Elephant and Scottie 

Items to Knit 

Argyle Socks 
Cable Stitch Stocking Cap and 

Mittens 
Baby Carriage Cover, Bonnet, 
Cardigan 
Baby’s Sacque and Kimono 
Men’s Wool Socks 
Muff, E’onnet; Beanie, Bag 
Skiing Mittens 

Sweaters 

Little Boy’s Sweater 
Little Girl’s Sweater 
Little Girl’s Pullover, Cardigan 
Tot’s Cardigan 
Child’s Coat Sweater 
Boy-Girl Companion Sweaters 
Girl’s Sleeveless Slipon 
Man’s Sleeveless Slipon 
Twin-Sweaters 

Items to Crochet 

Loop Stitch Moccasins (Mite 
Size) 

Men’s Slippers and Scuffs 
Crocheted Wool Hats 

\ Black and White Handbag 
Star-Studded Bedspread 
Red and White Potholders 
Eight-Point Star Doily 
Hat and Bag Set 
Blue Bedjacket 
Capitol Hill Bedspread 
Girl’s Turban and Hat Set 
Girl’s Hood and Mitts 
Lacy Curtains 
Stocking Cap 
Striped Bed Socks 
Tailored Bedspread 

Items to Sew 

Sunflower Quilt 
Embroidered Handkerchiefs 
Embroidered Pillow 
Accessories 
Baby’s Coverall Bib 
Drawstring Apron 
Collar and Cuff Set 
Half Hat 
Potholders From Scraps 
Overnight Bag 
Peplum Evening Skirt 
Velveteen Bedroom Slippers 

Helpful Hints 

Lengthening Skirts 
Fashion Variations 
Ideas on Suit Making 
Learn How To Sew 
Makeover Tips 
Sewing Tips 
Clor and You 
Sewing Success Secrets 
Trimmings for Children’s Clothes 

Fabrics for Fashionable Sewing 
Good Grooming and Wardrobe 

Plan 
Fine Points of Tailoring 

Keep Your Range 
Looking Like New 

Like a modern Cinderella, the 
range has emerged from the dirt, 
ashes, and blackness of bygone 
days to a thing of gleaming white 
beauty. Protect the finish of your 
range by wiping off spilled food 
immediately with a damp cloth 
when the enamel is cool, or if the 
finish is hot, with a dry cloth or 
paper towel. Avoid dropping or 
scraping pans acrosse the enamel 
top. Reflector pans under the units 
and the drip pan should be washed 
like any other kitchen utensils, us¬ 
ing fine steel wool whiting or some 
other mild abrasive to remove 
stubborn spots. 

Oven units and racks should also 
be removed for cleaning. Ammo¬ 
nia will help in removing baked-on 
stains. 
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Processing Plant Served By M. J. M, 
Only One of Its Kind In Country 
Built To Handle 
Meat Preparation 
For 3,800 Lockers 

Recently added to the M. J. M. 
Electric Cooperative’s lines is what 
is believed to be the first central 
locker processing plant of its kind 
anywhere in the country. 

The plant, which is seven miles 
west of Carlinville, was built by 
the Macoupin Locker Service (a 
cooperative organization) to serve 
its growing system of five local 
lockers at Carlinville, Shipman, 
Chesterfield, Palmyra, and Medora. 

Formerly, processing has been 
handled locally by each plant, but 
with the expansion of the Macou¬ 
pin Locker Service to some 3,800 
lockers, it was decided to central¬ 
ize all processing, with the excep¬ 
tions of small quantities of poultry, 
vegetables, and fruit, under one 
roof in order to provide greater ef¬ 
ficiency, economy and better qaul- 
ity. Trucks make daily pickups of 
carcasses stored in the chill rooms 
of local lockers and return the pro¬ 
cessed meat for storage in local 
lockers. 

Designed to handle 12,000 pounds 
of meat a day, the completely mod¬ 
ern building is equipped with the 
very latest facilities for process¬ 
ing, including chill room, two aging 
rooms with ultra violet lights, 
large quick freezing shelves, cur¬ 
ing rooms, flameless hickory smoke 
ovens and a spacious packing room. 

Big Consumption 

Electricity plays a vital role in 
this plant’s operation, evidence of 
which is that according to A. C. 
Barnes, manager of M.J.M. Elec¬ 
tric, the consumption monthly is 
12.000 kilowatt hours and this is 
expected to increase to perhaps 
20.000 when the plant reaches full 
production. 

The processing starts in the 
slaughtering room in the rear of 
the building where animals are 
brought in from the live animal 
pens and where carcasses of farm- 
killed animals are received. 

Electric hoists lift carcasses onto 
the overhead track system which 
winds through the slaughtering 
room, chill rooms and aging rooms. 

Beeves are killed by knocking or 
shooting, then bled, skinned, evis¬ 
cerated, split washed and weighed. 
The beef halves remain a day in 
the chill room and then they go to 
the aging cooler. After proper ag¬ 
ing butchers cut the meat which is 
then wrapped and placed in the 
quick freeze where nearly a mile 
and a quarter of pipe coil keeps 
the temperature at 20 degrees be¬ 
low zero. After freezing, the pack¬ 
ages are trucked to the company’s 
various local locker plants. 

Unusual Machine 

One of the most interesting parts 
of the processing procedure is the 
dehairer. This large machine is 
used for hogs which are lowered 
into it by electric hoist and within 
a minute or two the hog carcasses 
are free of all hair save the tiny 
hairs which are removed by scorch¬ 
ing. 

The curing facilities are another 
example of the plant’s modernity. 
Following injection of curing brine 
and rubbing with curing materials 
and aging, hams and bacons hang¬ 
ing from overhead tracks are roll¬ 
ed into the smoking ovens. The 
ovens have been built with under- 
the-floor ducts which feed hickory 
smoke from a generator thus elim¬ 
inating all flame and the danger 
of fire. Smoking is followed by air- 
cooling and storage under refrig¬ 
eration. 

Another unusual feature of this 
unusual plant, is an artificial lake 
which the Macoupin Locker Ser¬ 
vice dug on the site in order that 
a water supply would be insured. 
The lake is 28 feet deep and covers 
three acres adjacent to the main 
building. 

In addition to water supply, the 
plant had to have sufficient and de¬ 
pendable electric service to run its 
machinery. This was obtained from 
M.J.M. Cooperative which brought 
three-phase service to the plant. 

Because all bids for the building 
program were rejected #as too high 
the plant was constructed without 
general contractors under the su¬ 
pervision of Carl Brueggemann, 
manager of the Macoupin Locker 
Service. Much of the equipment 
was purchased through the Illinois 
Cooperative Locker Service of Chi- 

NEWS FROM 
Corn Belt 

Bloomington, 111. 

T. H. HAFER, Supt. 

TOP: Cutting and wrapping 
room is equipped with latest 
nfachinery. Doors at left open 
into quick freeze shelves. Shown, 
left to right: Ella Mae Born- 
mann grinding sausage while A1 
Campbell and Melvin Crehl cut 
meat for wrappers in background 
who are, Betty Neel (nearest) 
and Zella Dufner. 

FIRST RIGHT: Slaughtering 
room crew makes “dehairing” 
machine ready to receive a 
slaughtered hog. One minute in 
the machine is all it takes. Crew 
members, in the usual order, are: 
Paul Drew, Bill Justice, Jim Rob¬ 
inson and John Campbell, plant 
superintendent. Rear door leads 
into chill room where meat is 
first placed after slaughtering. 

SECOND RIGHT: BUI Jus¬ 
tice, butcher, pulls hog carcass 
out of chill room preparatory to 
butchering, wrapping and freez¬ 
ing. Beeves go from chill room 
to either fast or slow aging 
rooms which are equipped with 
ultra violet lights to insure 
quality results. 

BOTTOM RIGHT: A. C. 
Barnes, manager of M. J. M. 
Electric Cooperative at Carlin¬ 
ville, inspects elaborate control 
panel through which 12,000 kilo¬ 
watt hours of M. J. M. co-op’s 
electricity are regulated monthly 
to run the plants extensive elec¬ 
trical equipment. 

cago. Architects for the building 
were Frank L. Thompson, Kirk¬ 
wood, Mo., and Walter V. Wuellner. 
Consulting engineers were Bodine 
and Carter, Webster Groves, Mo. 

NEWS FROM 
Rural Electric 

Di vernon. 111. 

RALPH V. WHITE, Mgr, 

Sleet Storm Plays Havoc 
With Cooperative's Lines 

Your co-op lines wore put to the 
greatest test since they were con¬ 
structed. on the first three days of 
1948. The sleet started to form on 
the evening of December 31 and 
we received our first outage call 
about 1:30 New Years morning. An 
average of about three-fourths of 
an inch radius on wires and trees 
along with a high wind for parts 
of the first, second, and third of 
January made it impossible for all 
of the lines to continue in service. 

Grateful For Greetings of 
New Year From Members 

We are indeed grateful for the 
many kind cards and letters we have 
received from our members wishing 
us well in the New Year that lies 
ahead. It is indeed gratifying and 
encouraging to all of us to know 
that we have such loyal friends and 
members and we pledge our continued 
efforts to serve you better through¬ 
out the New Year. We are also es¬ 
pecially grateful to Neal McWilliams 
for the large basket of deluxe oranges 
which came to us from Texas. Thanks 
a million, Mr. McWilliams, they 
were really delicious. 

LINE CONSTRUCTION 

The line construction work on our 
“K" and ‘X sections is going along 

at a fairly good pace. If weather 
conditions do not get too severe we 
hope to complete these sections by 
May 1st. In the meantime, we urge 
all applicants where the lines are 
staked to start clearing out the trees 
and brush along the right-of-ways. 
Due to the high costs of labor and 
materials for line construction we are 
asking our members to do this clear¬ 
ing and they are responding in true 
cooperative spirit. We also urge ail 
applicants where lines are staked to 
get their homes wired. Many times j 
we find that the member is not ready 
for electric service when the line is 
energized. This involves additional 
expense to your cooperative which c- L - J • . ■ ...... 

, i. . . j u >; • J t fine which is designated as our M can be eliminated by being ready for 
the “juice’ when it arrives. 

“M” SECTION 
Your cooperative has made appli¬ 

cation to the Rural Electrification Ad¬ 
ministration in Washington for funds 

i to build an additional 90 ipiles of 

section. We hope to receive approv¬ 

al of these funds ki the very near 

future and will start staking out 

these lines as soon as we can com¬ 
plete our preliminary work on this 
section. Construction work will start 

on this section just as soon as the 

“K ’ and “L sections are completed. 

In the meantime, please be patient 

and bear with us a little longer. We 

are doing everything Vfe can do to 
hasten the day that will bring elec¬ 
tric service to your farm. 

Time after time our men would 
get the lines cleared up and work¬ 
ing only to find after a few hours 
that another tree limb had fallen 
through causing the line to go out 
again. Also the strong wind with 
the ice caused the line to sag and 
sometimes slap together. 

The Illinois Power Company lines 
to our substations were also having 
the same difficulties so that when 
the substations were without power 
our linemen could not tell whether 
there was trouble on co-op lines or 
not. 

Co-op linemen worked steadily 
for from 20 to 24 hours a day right 
straight through getting only two 
or three hours of rest at the close 
of each day. The two-way radio 
which the co-op office has between 
office and trucks really paid for 
itself during this storm as it saved 
miles of travel and many hours of 
time and also made possible keeping 
the lines working during a larger 
part of the time than would other¬ 
wise have been possible. By the use 
of police radio it was possible to 
contact our crew at Clinton, whicli 
did not have so much trouble, and 
also to secure an additional five 
men and two trucks from our sis¬ 
ter co-op at Champaign. 

The lines as a whole stood up 
very well under this terrific 
beating. A total of 47 poles 
broken out of the approximate¬ 
ly 30,000 poles on the 1500 miles 
of line affected is a very small 
percentage. There were almost 
no wire breaks except where 
tree limbs fell on the line caus¬ 
ing it to burn in two. 
The linemen always tried to get 

the main lines working first and, 
therefore, where individual servic¬ 
es were out of service they could 
not be taken care of until the main 
line was operating. Some members 
no doubt wondered why a co-op 
truck would drive past their place 
without fixing their individual ser¬ 
vice. The reason was that by going 
to the next sectionalizing breaker 
on the line our men could put 50 
or 100 farms back in service at 
once. 

We want to compliment both our 
employees and members for the 
spirit in which they accepted the 
inconveniences and hard work made 
necessary by this storm over which 
the co-op had no control. 

We did, of course, have some 
“gripes” from members who could 
not see all of the trouble but could 
only see the inconveniences to 
themselves. We believe that any of 
them who would have followed any 
of our line trucks around for 20 
hours of one of the days, let alone 
five days staright, would agree that 
everything was done as rapidly as 
it was humanly possible. 

For the most part, however, our 
members appreciated the situation 
and took it gracefully. For instance, 
one man came through with this 
remark—“We have always felt that 
our electric bill was quite a bit of 
money to have to pay every two 
months. Being without service for 
three days however shows us what 
a lot of service we are getting for 
a small amount of money. We will 
not complain about our electric bill 
again.” 

Following is a letter received 
which we appreciate getting 
very much: 

“Thank you for giving us 
“back” our electricity. We were 
without it four days and nights 
—then “off and on” until yes¬ 
terday afternoon but we got 
along — ’twas inconvenient, of 
course, not too bad. Our homes, 
some few years back never had 
it, electricity, I mean. 

“We certainly do appreciate 
the efforts made to get all lines 
working—I think it’s remark¬ 
able. I hope they stay fixed 
’cause the way our telephone 
wires look we eould not report.” 
Mrs. Fred Herr, El Paso, Illi¬ 
nois. 
Here is another card received 

which indicates that many mem¬ 
bers understand the situation and 
are cooperating with us: 

“Will you please have one of your 
men check our pole pr meter wir¬ 
ing? Our heavy duty outlets do 
not work since the sleet storm and 
we can find no trouble in the house. 
We did not report sooner because 
we knew there was more important 
damage to be repaired.” Mrs. Law¬ 
rence Kaufman, Danvers, Illinois. 

Again we want to say that we 
appreciate the fine cooperation of 
the big majority of our members. 
Everyone should have service now 
but no doubt some other damage 
will show up as a result of the 
storm which we will take care of 
just as rapidly as possible. These 
storms of this magnitude usually 
come about once in 20 years so 
we are not looking for another one 
for a long time, ,, 
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Electric Fences 
Save Farmers 
Time and Labor 

Many farmers In Illinois are tak¬ 
ing advantage of the opportunity 
to use electric fences for tempor¬ 
ary fencing. 

They are useful as cross fences j 
in permanent pastures or fields. 
They may be used as an inside 
fence to protect permanent fence. 
Electric fences are often desirable 
to fence off a field so that stock ; 
can gather the grain left in the 
field after harvest or to fence a 
field for stock to graze winter cov¬ 
er crops. 

Best results are obtained with 
electric fences when they are pro¬ 
perly installed and operated. 

Here’s How It’s Done 
1. Purchase an electric fence 

controller approved by the Nation¬ 
al Board of Fire Underwriters. 

2. Follow the manufacturer’s in¬ 
structions for proper installation 
and operation. 

3. Construct a training pen (min¬ 
imum size 25 feet x 50 feet) inside 
the barn lot to train the animals 
two or three days previous to the 
time they are turned into a large 
field of pasture. 

4. Place the charged wire two- 
thirds the height of the animal to 
be fenced in. 

Long Line Possible 
5. Keep the charged wire cleaned 

of green weeds or bushes. This is 
sometimes accomplished by placing 
the charged wire on a side arm on 
the post so that a mower blade can 
be run underneath the wire to clip 
the weeds and bushes. 

6. Be sure that the charged wire 
is well insulated at each post. 

7. Use a barbed wire for .the 
charged wire so that good contact 
will be made through the barb. 

When a high line controller is 
used at the barn or house, a tele¬ 
phone wire is sometimes used over¬ 
head to go as far as three or four 
miles from the farmstead to charge 
a fence. 

9. A good ground is essential for 
successful operation. 

The farmers who have followed 
the above suggestions have found 
that the electric fence saved them 
time, labor, and materials as well 
as offered an opportunity to save 
grain and feed in properly manag¬ 
ing the livestock for feeding pro¬ 
gram on the farm. 

Electricity Aid 
If Treated With 
Proper Respect 

Electricity is universally recog¬ 
nized as the great aid that it is, 
but far too many people fail to 
treat it with the proper respect, 
Here are some pointers for electri¬ 
cal safety that will keep you on 
the good side of a potentially dan¬ 
gerous friend: 

1. Have wiring done only by a 
competent electrician, with approv¬ 
ed materials and specifications. 

2. Be sure that all wiring com¬ 
plies with the requirements of the 
National Electrical Code, and with 
any State regulations that may be 
in force, before current is turned 
on at your meter. 

3. Use only approved cords and 
appliances and do not handle them 
with wet hands or while standing 
in a wet place. Follow the directions 
that come with each appliance. 

4. Do not run extension cords 
under rugs, over nails or around 
pipes or radiators. 

5. When you disconnect an ap¬ 
pliance, pull on the plug, not on 
the cord. 

6. Replace blown fuses with 
others of the same capacity. 

7. Don’t touch exposed wires un¬ 
less you are sure the current is 
off. 

£. If you need advice on instaH- 

There are many jobs on the farm 
for electric arc welders, and farm¬ 
ers are constantly finding new 
ways of making welding pay. 

LEFT: One ingenious example of 
welding is this homemade granary 
constructed from an old beer tank. 

BELOW: Here’s a farmer doing 
a repair job on a piece of his equip¬ 
ment. 

Electrified Rural Schools Improve 
Teaching Methods, Whole Community 

Electric Welder 
Aids Farmer In 
Countless Ways 

Welding is as old as steel itself, 
dating back to the village black¬ 
smith era. For the smithy was 
welding when he seared two metal 
rods white hot and pounded them 
into a single piece on his anvil. 

Today, many farmers do their 
own welding—but the methods used 
are a far cry from those followed 
“under the spreading chestnut 
tree.” On thousands of. electrified 
farms, welding now is done with 
the aid of transformer type, elec¬ 
tric arc welders, built especially 
for farm use. And the job is ac¬ 
complished quicker, easier and 
more economically on the farm 
than was possible in the smithy’s 
little Main Street shop. 

Welders, generally, are used more 
during off-seasons than at any 
other time. It’s then that farmers 
have time to repair broken ma¬ 
chinery, modify standard equip¬ 
ment to suit special purposes, 
strengthen weak metal equipment 
parts and make such handy things 
as feed carts, weed cutters, post 
hole diggers, buck rakes, fence 
braces and milk can racks. In all 
of these activities, electric arc 
welders become necessary tools 
which farmers find easy to use and 
which fit into the present power 
machinery age when repair and 1 
maintenance is so important. 

Putting equipment in shape as 
far ahead as possible of the sea¬ 
son when it is to be used is good 
business. It pays off, too, by elim¬ 
inating unnecessary breakdowns at 
a time when they can mean the 
loss of an entire crop. In many cas¬ 
es, broken parts can be welded sat¬ 
isfactorily without removing them 
from the equipment. And the point 
of the weld is as strong, if not 
stronger, than it originally was, re¬ 
gardless of whether the break oc¬ 
curs on a tractor hitch drawbar, 
tractor rim, gear tooth or some 
other equally vital part. 

As a time and labor saver, the 
electric arc welder is rapidly gain¬ 
ing in popularity wherever repairs 
are made on the farm. Manufactur¬ 
ers provide all necessary instruc¬ 
tions with each welder as to its 
use and the proper type of weld¬ 
ing rods required for various jobs. 

Next time the family suggests 
French Toast, treat them to this 
delicious surprise. Slice donuts 
crosswise and dip them quickly into 
a regular French Toast batter that 
has been spiced with cinnamon. 
Fry as you would French Toast 
and serve with hot syrup. 

ing a radio aerial or any other 
equipment, ask at the office of your 
local electric co-operative. 

9. H you see anything wrong 
with the electric high line, or if 
your line goes dead, call your co¬ 
operative office at once. 

10. Before moving any equipment 
or buildings, or doing anything that 
could possibly involve cantact with 
high voltage lines, call your elec¬ 
tric co-operative and they will 
gladly send a maintenance man to 
provide safe supervision for the 
job. 

Kilowatts have made the farm¬ 
stead a better place to live and 
work. They can bring the same ef¬ 
ficiency and comfort to the rural 
school. Children need the best 
school possible to meet the chal¬ 
lenge of today. They can only get 
it with up-to-date equipment. 

Through co-ops, there are al¬ 
ready many electrified schools. 
These form a striking contrast to 
the unelectrified rural schools. The 
advantages of electricity are num¬ 
erous. Good lighting means that 
pupils can see without strain, sit 
upright without tension, relax and 
learn. 

Sanitation is improved in the 
electrified school. Modern plumb¬ 
ing tends to reduce colds and the 
spread of infectious diseases. 
Youngsters can be taught good 
health habits. 

Modern teaching ajds can be used 
by the teacher, even in small rural 
schools, if power is available for 
radios, a motion picture projector, 
or a slide projector. 

Electricity also makes hot lunch¬ 
es possible for pupils even in the 
smallest rural school. 

Vocational classes in high schools 
are aided greatly by electric power. 
School workshops are invaluable in 
teaching the boys to use electric 
drills, welders, or repair equipment. 

Social or work centers make for 
better rural community living. An 
electrified school is an advantage to 
the whole community because it 
often provides the center for neigh¬ 
borhood socials, canning centers 
and civic gatherings. It can also 
serve the community health by pro* 
viding the place for evening athle¬ 
tic contests in its well-lighted yard. 

Windbreaks provide protection 
to farm buildings from cold win¬ 
ter winds, while shelterbelts are 
planted to prevent winds from 
moving soil and reducing the mois¬ 
ture in the soil needed by crops. 

The earliest record of the lumber 
industry in Illinois refers to the 
decade 1830-39, when 15 million 
board feet of pine logs were rafted 
down the Mississippi river from 
Wisconsin to mills located in the 
northwestern river towns. 

iiimiiimiiiiiiiiiiiiiiimiiimiiiiiiiiiiii 

Did You Know 
One kilowatt-hour of electricity 

will pump a thousand gallons of 
water from the average farm well. 

★ ★ ★ 

Applications for loans to 
build rural power lines are 
coming into REA at the rate 
of a million dollars a day. 

★ ★ * 

Dark lamp shades absorb light. 
The same bulb will give 50 perfcent 
more light with a white or ivory 
shade. 

* * * 

No part of the living room base¬ 
board should be more than six 
feet from a convenience outlet, 
since most appliance and lamp 
cords are six feet long. 

* ★ * 

If she gets all the water she 
wants, a cow will give eight to 
15 percent more milk. 

★ * ★ « 

Electrical specialists estimate 
that one kilowatt-hour of electri¬ 
city, costing a few cents, will do as 
much work as a strong man work¬ 
ing hard 24 hours. 

★ ★ * 

The Smithsonian Institution es¬ 
timates that it would take 30 times 
as many hard-working slaves as we 
have population to do the jobs elec¬ 
tricity is now doing in America. 

* * * 

REA financed electric systems 
have brought power to 22,000 rural 
schools. 

* * 

A 160-watt bulb gives more 
light than tw’o 50-watt bulbs. 

* * * 

Operations of REA-finaneed rur¬ 
al electric systems have paid near¬ 
ly $20,000,000 ahead of schedule on 
debt retirement. 

Preventing Nilk 
From Freezing, 
Winter Problem 

Advantages of prompt and pro¬ 
per cooling of milk during hot 
weather are readily apparent, in 
terms of lowered bacterial count 
alone. But the good dairyman cools 
his milk just as carefully in win¬ 
ter, with the added problem, how¬ 
ever, of protecting the milk from 
freezing. 

Freezing results in changes in 
the milk which make it difficult 
or impossible for the operator of 
a dairy plant to manufacture it 
into high-grade products. An accu¬ 
rate test of frozen milk is hard to 
get, since it is difficult to sample. 
Thus, the dairyman must protect 
his milk from freezing in addition 
to properly cooling it. 

Cool Soon After Milking 
One of the best and most eco¬ 

nomical methods of cooling milk is 
with fresh cold water. Milk in sub¬ 
merged cans and in agitated baths 
will cool more during the first hour 
than during the following ten 
hours. To maintain high quality, 
milk should be cooled to 50 degrees 
Fahrenheit within, two hours after 
milking. 

Agitation of the cooling water is- 
also important. The usual recom¬ 
mendation is to provide agitation 
of the can and the water bath for 
at least an hour. A simple rocking- 
type agitator can be easily con- 
struced and operated with a small 
electric motor. This agitator con¬ 
sists of a platform upon which the 
milk cans are placed in the cooling 
tank. The rack is balanced on a 
half-inch pipe and may be rocked 
back and forth by means of an 
arm and connecting rod or cable 
operated from a reduction gear and 
small crank. 

Keep From Freezing 
In winter, protection of the milk 

from freezing, both at the pick-up 
point and in delivery, should be 
provided. A roadside shelter, if the 
milk must be picked up on the 
highway, answers this need. The 
milk cans should be covered with 
a clean trapaulin or the shelter 
insulated. 

The milk hauler also should 
carefully protect the milk from 
freezing while enroute to the 
dairy plant. This can be accom¬ 
plished by use of an insulated, 
covered truck, or by covering the 
cans with tarpaulin. 

Farm Operations 
More Efficient 
When Electrified 

Electricity can be the backbone 
of many farm operations, and a 

i helpful handy man for every type 
I of farm. Whether you operate a 
I dairy, poultry farm, truck farm, or 
i engage in general farmiing, you’ll 

find it pays to put power to work.- 
Electric tools in farming make pos¬ 
sible tixne-and-labor-saving tech¬ 
niques by stepping up production, 
lowering production costs and im¬ 
proving quality. 

In poultry farming, for instance, 
electric poultry equipment — safe 
and efficient brooders, water warm¬ 
ing, fans for ventilation, night 
lights, egg candlers, cleaners and 
coolers—costs little to purchase 
and operate. 

For livesotek pig brooders cut 
pig losses 50 percent; stock tank 
heaters keep fresh water available 
in the coldest weather, and barn 
hay driers enable hay to be made 
and the quality saved despite rain. 
The feed grinders and mixers cut 
feed costs as much as 40 per 
cent. 

In addition to water for milk 
houses and barns, in dairy farming, 
electric milkers slash your milking 
time to a third and permit you to 
keep larger herds with less labor. 
Electric milk coolers keep bacteria 
count low, while milk receipts rise. 
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Congratulations, Pen Pals! 
We’re off with flying colors this 

month to make 1948 our biggest 
Pen Pal year yet. Yes, we’re happy 
to report that our mailbox was 
bulging over with a RECORD 
number of interesting Pen Pal let¬ 
ters. . If you don’t find your letter 
in the paper today, watch for it 
next month. 

Every boy and girl who lives 
along a REA hiline is invited to 
join our letter-writing fun. When 
you start a letter-writing acquaint¬ 
ance, it often leads to a lifetime 
friendship, and here’s a wonderful 
chance to find friends in every cor¬ 
ner of Illinois. Remember to write 
to all the new Pen Pals in this is¬ 
sue. 

The March mailbox is crying for 
letters. Fill it popping full again, 
Pen Pals! We want to hear from 
all the BOYS as well as the girls. 
And send your picture along with 
your letter. We’ll return it, if you 
like, after the paper is published. 
We’ll be looking for a letter from 
you. Write it now, and address it 
to Kay Conlan, Junior REA News, 
Petersburg, 111. 

. . . Kay 
. * * * 

First Pen Pal Letter 
This is the first time I have writ¬ 

ten to the REA News. I am nine 
years old. My birthday is March 
6. I am four feet tall. My hobbies 
are riding bicycles, reading, wash¬ 
ing, and cooking. I live on a farm. 
I would like to have Phyllis Ann 
Kent’s address. I would like lots of 
Pen Pals. I will try to answer all 
I get.—Beulah Ann Henley, Pal¬ 
mer. 111. 

* * * 

Singing Joan’s Hobby 
I am a girl 13 years of age. I 

have blonde hair and brown eyes. 
I am five feet four and one half 
inches tall and weigh 115 pounds. 
My hobby is singing. I would like 
girls and boys between 12 and 16 
to write me. So come on, Pen 
Pals, fill my mailbox full.—Joan 
Temple. R. F. D. No. 1, Box 151, 
Harrisburg, 111. 

* * * 

Beverly Likes To Sing 
I am a girl 10 years old. My 

name is Beverly. 

* am *n t*le fifth 
grade. My birth- 

m day is February 

farm I have two jKjg brothers and 

one sister. Their 
names are Guy, Glenn and Anna. 
I like to go to school. I go to the 
Armstrong School. My hobbies are 
sewing and singing, and riding 
horses. Come on, Pen Pals, write 
to me.—Beverly Applebee, R. F. D. 
4, Ottawa, 111. 

* * • 

Likes Collecting Photos 
I am 13 years old, will be 14 on 

February 4. I am five feet, two 
inches tall and weigh 104 pounds. 
I have brown hair and blue eyes. 
My hobbies are collecting photos 
and riding horses. I would like to 
have boys and girls of all ages 
write to me. I will answer all let¬ 
ters.—Carol Lyden R. R. 2, Galena, 
TU 

* » W 
Collects Picture Postcards 

I am a girl of 12 years. My 
birthday is June 11. I have four 
brothers, Buddie, 16, Burleigh, 10, 
Dallas, eight, and Homer, one and 
one half years old. I also have one 
sister, June. 15. I have brown hair, 
brown eyes and weigh 108 pounds. 
I am five feet, three inches tall. 
My sports are riding horses and 
riding bicycles. My hobby is col¬ 
lecting snapshots and picture post¬ 
cards. I would like to write to 
girls from 12 to 14 years old. So 
come on, Pen Pals, and fill my 
mailbox full.—Virginia Hawk, Po- 
mona. 111. 

I Likes Bicycle Riding 
I am a girl about four feet 10 

inches tall,, I have brown eyes and 
brown hair. I am in the eighth 
grade and I go to Satisfaction 
School. My teacher is Harry Cor¬ 
coran. My hobbies are bicycle rid¬ 
ing and collecting pictures of peo¬ 
ple. I would like boys as well as 
girls to write and send pictures to 
me. So write and fill my mailbox. 
—Beverly Rankin, R. R. 1, Sprin- 
gerton, 111. 

* * * 

Jesse Plays Baseball 
I am a boy 13 years old. My 

birthday is August 17. I am five 
feet tall and 
weigh 122 
pounds. I have 
dark brown hair 
and gray eyes. I 
have no brothers 
or sisters. I go 
to Neal School 
and I am in the 
seventh grade. 
My hobbies are 

all kinds of ball. Come on, Pen 
Pals, fill my mailbox.—Jesse Dale 
Clarida, R. 1, Harrisburg, 111. 

* * * 

A Football Player 

I am a boy 10 years old. My 
birthday is the sixth of October. I 
weigh 65 pounds, have brown hair 
and blue eyes. I go to a country 
school and am in the fifth grade. 
Have two miles to walk to school 
from our farm. I have two sisters 
and one brother. Helen is 20, Thel¬ 
ma is 18 and Eton is 13, and is a 
big guy for his age. My hobbies 
are baseball, football, basketball 
and reading story books. I would 
like to hear from boys eight to 12 
and football players of all ages. So, 
come on boys, fill my mailbox.— 
Delmar Jorn* Hillsboro, 111. 

* * * 

Learning to Play Piano 
I am a girl 12 years old, have 

light brown hair and blue eyes. I 
am about five feet tall and weigh 
103 pounds. I have two brothers. 
I like to ride a horse and bicycles. 
I am learing to play a piano. I 
will answer all letters. Come on, 
Pen Pals, and fill my mailbox.— 
Peggy Penrod, Box 50, Route 1, 
Dongola, 111. 

• * * 

Evelyn Has Many Hobbies 
I am 12 years of age. I have 

brown eyes and hair. I am about 
five feet two and one half inches 
tall and I weigh 110 pounds. My 
birthday is June 25. I’m in the 
seventh grade at Meadows School. 
I have a number of hobbies, my 
favorite ones are singing, playing 
the piano, reading, and drawing. I 
live on a 240 acre farm. I would 
like to have Pen Pals between the 
ages of 12 and 15. So fill my mail¬ 
box, Pals.—Evelyn Jones, R. R. 1, 
Lexington, 111. 

* * * 

Likes Riding “Dolly” 
I am a girl 10 years old. I go to 

New Hope School and my teacher 
is Mrs. Mae Gogue. My birthday 
is May 6. I weigh 71 pounds and 
am four feet five inches tall. I 
have brown hair and light blue 
eyes and a light complexion. My 
hobbies are riding Dolly, my horse, 
riding my bicycle, playing with 
dolls, playing with my pet cat, 
Spot, and cooking. Best of all I 
like riding Dolly. I have one 
brother, Lewis Edward, aged six. 
He is in the second grade. I 
would like letters from boys and 
girls and will exchange pictures 
with boys and girls from 10 to 14. 
—A mm a Marie Malone, R. 1, 
Thompsonville, 111. 

Jr K . *■ 

Joan Raised White Ducks 
I am a girl 11 years old. My 

birthday is March 29. I have light 
brown hair and gray eyes. I like 
to play the piano and ride a bicy¬ 
cle. I am in the sixth grade at 
Mt. Moriah School. I have a kit¬ 
ten named Possom for a pet. I 
raised white ducks In the summer. 
I would Hke to receive letters from 
both boys and girls.—Joan Burrell, 
Palmyra, III. 

Goes To Bankston School 
I am a girl nine years old. I will 

be 10 April 7. I have light brown 
hair and brown eyes. I go to 
Bankston School. I am in the 
fourth grade and my teacher is 
Mrs. Parks. My hobbies are read¬ 
ing, writing and playing the piano. 
This is my first letter to the REA 
News. I will answer all letters, so 
write to me, Pen Pals.—Marlene 
Ann Miller, R. 2, Box 279, Harris¬ 
burg, 111. 

* * * 

Anita a Sports’ Fan 
I am 13 years old and I will be 

14 on February 11. I am a fresh¬ 
man in high school. I am five 
feet, four inches tall and weigh 
about 120 pounds. I have brown 
hair and brown eyes. I have an 
olive complexion. I like sports 
and I love to go to an exciting 
basketball game. Some of my fav¬ 
orite sports are basketball, volley¬ 
ball, soccer, baseball, horseback 
riding and most any sports of that 
sort. I love swimming and water. 

I would rather clean house than 
work around stock or fowls. Be¬ 
lieve it or not, I don’t mind mow¬ 
ing the lawn. I would like both 
girls and boys to write me. So 
come on, lets get acquainted by 
mail. What do you say?—Anita 
Hook, R. R. 1, Litchfield, 111. 

★ ★ W 
Plalying With Cats Favorite 

I am a girl 10 years old. My 
birthday is July 29. I am four feet 
two inches tall. I am in the fiftft 
grade. My hobbies are riding bikes 
and playing with cats. I have two 
brothers, Donald, 14, and Jack, 17. 
I go to Harco School. I would 
like to have my mailbox full of 
letters. I will answer all of them. 
—Linda Basham, R. R. 1, Harris¬ 
burg, III. 

★ * Hr 

Judy A Piano Player 
I am a girl of 10 years. This is 

my first letter to the Junior REA 
News. I am in 

: ;Jlfp l||^ and go to Frank- 
fplllg^ l|g§ li n School. M y 

JII p*an°an^ 
school. I have blonde hair and 
blue eyes. I have two saddle 
horses. My birthday is February 
II. My weight is 90 pounds. My 
height is four feet 10 inches. I 
like to receive letters. I go to the 
Epworth Sunday School. I have 
no brothers and no sisters. My 
teacher is Mr. Nowland. So come 
on, boys and girls, write to me.— 
Judy Ann Kemper, R. 3, 2705 Cher¬ 
ry. Mt. Vernon, 111. 

★ * * 

Mickey Plays Drums 
I am a girl 15 years old. I have 

brown hair and one brown eye and 
one blue eye. I am five feet four 
and one half inches tall and weigh 
100 pounds. My indoor hobbies 
are playing the piano and drums, 
collecting salt and pepper shakers 
and writing letters. My outdoor 
hobbies are swimming, hiking, and 
fishing. Also playing with my dog. 
Zipper. I have no brothers or sis¬ 
ters. I am a sophomore at C. C. 
H. S. and I go to the First Baptist 
Church of Clinton. I have some 
new stationery and I’m dying to 
use it, so come on boys and girls, 
give me a chance to use it. My 
real name is Donna j_iee, but every¬ 
one calls me, Mickey. — Mickey 
Goin, 721 W. North Street, Clinton, 
III. 

Hr ★ Hr 

Vivian Likes Hiking 
I am 15 years old and a sopho¬ 

more in high school. My birthday 
is December 21. I have blonde 
hair and blue eyes. I am five feet 
two inches tall and very slim. I 
weigh 115 pounds. My hobbies are 
hiking and collecting movie star 
photographs. I will write to boys 
as well as girls. So come on, Pen 
Pals, what are you waiting for?— 
Vivian Noble. Route 1, Pomona, 
IH. 

NEWS FROM 
Southwestern 
Electric Co-op 

Greenville, 111. 

V. C. KALLAL, Manager 

TELEPHONE NUMBERS 
Bond County—Office, Greenville, TeL 

366. Office Hours: 8:00 A.M. to 5:00 
P.M. except Sundays or Holidays. 
Before or after office hours, on Sun¬ 
days, call: Paul G. Morgan, Green- 
vie 796, or V. C. Kallal, Greenville 
379. 

Fayette County—Maurice Ketten, Van- 
dalia 982. 

Madison County—Ed. Barnes, Edwards- 
ville 1087. 

Weather Has Been Factor 
In Construction Progress 

The mild weather thus far this 
winter has been a great help in your 
construction program. However, it 
is much too wet and muddy in many 
areas to use the heavy equipment 
needed for pole setting. There are a 
good many miles of line on which 
the conductor is to be installed and 
this work has been progressing at a 
rapid rate. This conductor has been 
coming in large quantities just re¬ 
cently, so that the inventory of reg¬ 
ular sizes is the best in any time dur¬ 
ing the past six years. 

No one could have anticipated all 
the difficulties which your coopera¬ 
tive encountered during the past 
year. Despite these difficulties, ap¬ 
proximately 400 new consumers were 
added during the year. Past ex¬ 
periences make one hesitate to esti¬ 
mate the possible increase for the 
year of 1948. However, taking 
everything into consideration, it would 
seem reasonable to believe that an¬ 
other 600 to 800 new members could 
be enjoying the benefits of electric 
service from your cooperative by the 
end of this year. 

SUBSTATIONS 
This news is half good and half 

bad as of this moment. Everything 
seems to be in order for an early 
energization of the Worden substa¬ 
tion. We had planned to energize the 
Confidence substation January 1. 
Then the unexpected happened. Our 
supplier could not permit the added 
load at this time. And so we have 
another delay. This is estimated 
to be until about the middle of Feb¬ 
ruary. By that time, the new lines 
will be completed to more than 100 
farms in Fayette and Effingham 
Counties. 

ABOUT RATES 
Numerous letters are received each 

month inquiring about rates appli¬ 
cable to those using electric ranges 
and water heaters. The use of the 
electric range or water heater has no 
bearing on the rate. It is true that 
some cooperatives do have special 
rates for part of the current used by 
those having water heaters. Your 
cooperative rate was so designed as 
to fit the high consumption used in 
the operation of an electric range and 
electric water heater. So far it has 
not been necessary for your cooper¬ 
ative to require time switches or 
peak Jimiter on water heaters. Us¬ 
ually this added expense is required 
of the consumer where a slight re¬ 
duction in rate is allowed for current 
used by the water heater. There¬ 
fore, in the final analysis, your coop¬ 
erative rate is comparable with that 
of other cooperatives. 

DANGER WARNING 
The fact that your cooperative 

lines were just a little over 100 miles 
south of an area badly damaged by 
ice, reminds us to repeat this warn¬ 
ing. Do not touch any wires under 
any circumstances. You have no 
way of determining whether or not 
they carry current in sufficient quan¬ 
tity and voltage to be fatal. Recent¬ 
ly and quite frequently, poles will 
break and bring the energized line 
to within reaching distance of the 
ground. This condition is most dan¬ 
gerous and, if necessary, should be 
guarded until the maintenance men 
reach the scene. Just recently we 
had several such cases where the 
line was brought near the ground 
and service was not interrupted. 
These death traps should be respect¬ 
ed and you should constantly remind 
your children to avoid the lines. 
Needless to say, telephone lines 
which accidently come in contact 
with your cooperative lines are just 
as dangerous as the lines themselves. 
We hope that this little reminder 
will help you to teach others the dan¬ 
ger of contacting any lines or wires, 
even though they are broken or touch¬ 
ing the ground. 

Electric Brooding 
The electric brooder like any other 

piece of farm equipment needs a cer¬ 
tain amount of care and mainten¬ 
ance. Electric brooding can be both 
safe and economical, and it is, for 
those who keep their wiring in the 

PRESIDENTS BUDGET— 
(From Page One) 

REA to make loans on generat¬ 
ing and transmission facilities. 
REA has now advanced $800,mil¬ 

lion in loans at 2 per cent interest, 
which returns $ 16-million to the 
Treasury each year. Because this 
pays for three times the administra¬ 
tive appropriations for REA, rural 
electric leaders maintain that appro¬ 
priations for REA administration 
should not be considered on the 
same basis as other government ex¬ 
penditures. They point out that the 
REA program is paying for itself 
many times over and should not suf¬ 
fer an administrative cut in line with 
the ordinary “economy” measures. 

While the attack by private utili¬ 
ties on generation and transmission 
loans will probably be repeated this 
year, private power’s weapon has 
been dulled by the nation-wide 
shortage of adequate generating fa¬ 
cilities. Many rural electric systems 
have been suffering from low voltage 
and power cut-offs due to this in¬ 
adequacy of generating capacity. 

Hydro-Electric Power 
Hydro-electric power development 

contained in the budget calls for a 
stepped-up public power program. 
However, most of the requests call 
for only continuation of existing hy¬ 
dro-dams and transmission lines. 
That means that few rural electric 
systems now not receiving plentiful 
low-cost federal hydro-power can 
expect to receive it through facilities 
appropriated for this year. South¬ 
western Power Administration would 
get $3,380,000 under budget recom¬ 
mendations. Of this, only $300,000 
would provide “facilities for pre¬ 
ferred customers.” Rural electric 
systems are preferred customers along 
with public bodies. 

Only $125,000, covering a mini¬ 
mum of administrative expense, was 
appropriated for SPA last year. 

The budget contains $23,225,000 
for Bonneville Power Administration 
compared to $9,781,100 appropriated 
last year. The Bureau of Reclama¬ 
tion would get $57,000,000 according 
to the budget request, including sub¬ 
stantial increases in power develop¬ 
ments. 

REA Approves Loans 
To Three 111. Co-ops 

The Rural Electrification Admin¬ 
istration has approved loans to 
three Illinois electric cooperatives. 

The Rural Electric Convenience 
co-op, Divernon, has been loaned 
$245,000 for new lines and system 
improvements. M. J. M. Electric 
co-op, Carlinville, has been granted 
$495,000 for completion of previ¬ 
ously approved construction, in¬ 
cluding 11 miles of transmission 
lines and 244 miles of distribution 
line to serve 614 rural consumers. 

Spoon River Electric co-op, Can¬ 
ton, has received $485,000 for new 
lines in four counties served by the 
system. 

Haggard Named To 
Post By Wickard 

George W. Haggard, general man¬ 
ager of the Texas Power Reserve 
Electric Cooperative, has been ap¬ 
pointed as assistant administrator of 
REA replacing Carl Hamilton who 
recently resigned. The announce¬ 
ment was made by REA Administra¬ 
tor Claude R. Wickard. 

Besides the general managership of 
the Texas statewide. Haggard served 
as editor of TEXAS CO-OP POW¬ 
ER, the publication of the Texas 
State Association. 

Hamilton resigned the post which 
he held for two-and-a-half years to 
accept the editorship and manager¬ 
ship of the IOWA FALLS CITIZEN. 
Iowa Falls, Iowa. 

brooder house and from the meter 
pole to the brooder in first class con¬ 
dition. It is just good management 
then to check the condition of the 
brooder and wiring now while you 
have time. Why not give the brood¬ 
er a trial run to see that the ther¬ 
mostat is working properly. 

To those of you who have never 
used an electric brooder, you might 
want to investigate its possibilities. 
Check with your neighbor who has 
used one. You will find that there 
are certain definite advantages which 
make for lower production costs and 
more profit from your poultry. 

When running a line to the brooder 
house, remember that the load is com¬ 
paratively heavy and the distance, 
many times, quite far. This combin¬ 
ation calls for heavy wires to reduce 
the voltage drop. Any competent 
electrician can help you select the 
proper size wire to use if he knows 
the wattage of the brooder and the 
distance from the meter pole to brood¬ 
er house. 
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NEWS FROM 

Farmers Mutual 
Geneseo. 111. 

WALTER PARSON, Mgr. 

Despite Rising Costs, Rates To 
Members Remain Unchanged 

Your board of directors and 1 
are very conscious of the constant¬ 
ly increasing cost of operating ex¬ 
penses. The cost of equipment, sup¬ 
plies, transportation equipment 
and general expense applicable to 
the operation of the cooperative 
has increased tremendously and in 
some instances it has increased 
approximately 250 per cent in the 
last four years. 

Although electricity has become 
one of the most important com¬ 
modities used generally, yet it has 
not increased in cost to you. ^ques¬ 
tion if we can sight one single 
thing which we buy that has not 
increased very substantially during 
this period. Our wholesale rate 
which we pay the city of Geneseo 
has increased 20 per cent in the last 
12 months and it would appear 
there will be a further increase. 

In view of the ever increasing 
expenses, it is offering us a rather 
complex problem. It is only be¬ 
cause your cooperative is not a 
commercial enterprise (your board 
of directors serving without com¬ 
pensation, we have no high salaried 
executives as compared to the com¬ 
mercially owned power companies 
and the general wages of the per¬ 
sonnel of your cooperative being 
comparatively more reasonable) 
that we have been able heretofore 
to maintain a reasonably satisfac¬ 
tory financial balance. 

The present financial position is 
quite satisfactory, however, as 
prices continue to increase, it is 
certain to effect the financial stat¬ 
us. Your board of directors and I 
feel that it is our responsibility to 
see that the financial position of 
your cooperative remains suffic¬ 
iently favorable and in keeping 
with sound business principles and 
to take such action as conditions 
warrant to insure such a status. 

We are committed to operate 
your cooperative on a very econom¬ 
ical basis without sacrificing the 
quality of service you are entitled 
to receive, but in order to do so 
we need your cooperation. We warit 
to give you the best possible ser¬ 
vice and if there is anything wrong 
with the service you are receiving 
we will appreciate hearing from 
you and will gladly correct such 
deficiencies which are a fault of 
the cooperative. 

However, in the past we have had 
a great many complaints from 
members whose electrical equip¬ 
ment has not been functioning sat¬ 
isfactorily and they were advised 
by their serviceman that it was due 
to low voltage, although in recent 
months as I have already told you, 
we have been confronted at times 
with an unfavorable voltage con¬ 
dition, however, in over 80 per cent 
of the complaints which were in¬ 
vestigated turned out to be no fault 
of the cooperative or bad voltage 
condition. 

We have reputable electrical 
dealers in our community, yet dur¬ 
ing these times when the procure¬ 
ment of equipment is so critical 
and easy to sell, it is convenient to 
blame the cooperative for any fault 
in the functioning of equipment. 

We would like to suggest in the 
future when you have occasion to 
call a serviceman and if he tells you 
that you have low voltage, ask him 
to please show you a voltage read¬ 
ing. Every serviceman should have 
a voltmeter and if the voltage 
across the neutral and potential 
wire registers 108 volts or 216 volts 
across the two potential wires when 
your equipment is in operatioh, 
there is nothing wrong with the 
voltage. 

The property of the cooperative 
terminates at the meter, if you no¬ 
tice any irregular condition up to 
this point we will appreciate you 
letting us know in order that we 
may correct it promptly. 

A very high percentage of our 
members have an unsafe and in¬ 
adequate wiring installation and 
while this is not a responsibility of 
the Cooperative, we shall be glad 
to advise you as to the, proper mea¬ 
sures that should be taken to cor¬ 
rect this condition should you wish 
to consult us in the matter. Com¬ 
petent electricians should be hired 
to take care of any faulty condition 
in your wiring system or equipment. 
We refer you to the following 
Electricians: 

Guild Appliance Store Phone 
544; Russell Goembel Phone 

670; Archie Ristau Phone 663; 
Wagle Home Appliance Phone 
283; Elmer Wagle Radio & Ap¬ 
pliance Phone 15; Sweeney 
Furniture Phone 50; Gilbert 
Pritchard Implement Co. 
Phone 226; Klavine and Lewis 
Implement Co. Phone 19. 

or any other electrician whom you 
may prefer or may be located in 
your local community. 

We are pleased to state that ap¬ 
proximately 96 per cent of you 
members are reading your meters 
upon receipt of cards and returning 
them promptly and to those of you 
who are cooperating in this pro¬ 
gram, it will assure you of a more i 
uniform electric bill and we wish j 
to thank you for such splendid co- j 
operation. To the few who are not ' 
returning their cards we wish to 
advise that it would definitely be 
to their advantage to do so. 

Approximately 92 per cent of the j 
members are paying their electric j 
bill prior to the 10th of each month | 
—the remaining 8 per cent while 
they do pay their bill within the 
current month in which the bill is 
due, it would be to their advantage 
to pay the bill by the 10th of each 
month thereby saving the penalty 
and additional expense to the coop¬ 
erative in collecting these accounts. 
However, we are especially pleased 
to report that although your Co¬ 
operative has been in operation 
over ten years we have not lost one 
cent in delinquent accounts. This 
is one business where a person who 
does take care of his obligation 
can be assured that he is not as¬ 
suming the obligation of someone 
else. We have reason to be proud 
of this record and hope our future 
reports may be as favorable. 

It is the sincere desire of your 
board of directors, personnel of the 
Cooperative and I that each and 
every one of you members receive 
courteous consideration in your 
dealings with us. If you have any 
complaints please do not hesitate 
to call them to my attention. 

Should there be any infraction 
of this rule please bear in mind 
that the workmen whose duty it 
is to maintain and operate your 
electric system are doing very haz¬ 
ardous work under all kinds of 
weather conditions whereby the 
slightest mistake on their part 
might prove fatal. 

Working under such conditions 
places a great strain upon their 
nervous system. The clerical work 
due to the highly specialized na¬ 
ture of the business and the num¬ 
erous governmental reports requir¬ 
ed makes this work equally stren¬ 
uous. Should you not receive the 
courtesy that you feel you should 
have been shown please take these 
things into consideration. 

NEWS FROM 
Clay Electric 
Cooperative 

Flora, Illinois 

C W. CRAWFORD, Mgr, 
i     

Telephone Numbers 
Office (8 a. no. to 5 p. m.) Flora 

78R. 
Homes (Night or Sunday) : E. A. 

Cates, Flora 389J: Henry Mix, Flora 
Rural 8F31; C. W. Crawford, Flora 
92J. 

Operating Statistics 
For Year Ending December 31 

1946 1947 
Miles in service 224 329 
Members Served    698 970 
KWH Purchased __ 809.800 1,340,000 
KWH SnlH 687,358 1,023,731 
Percent Loss _ _ _ 27.5% 23.6% 
Average KWH used per 

home per month 31.6 40.1 
Average home bill 

per month $2.89 $3.24 
Members per mile __ _ 3.1 2.9 
Total Revenue . $30,186.74 $47,166.72 
*Total Expense _ $34,315.02 $52,570.34 
♦Depreciation is included. 

An apology is in order for the 
absence of this column the past 
two issues. Our office force is small 
and we have been particularly 
busy clearing out with our con¬ 
tractor. 

Twenty miles of primary line was 
constructed by our small crew dur¬ 
ing 1947. We were handicapped by 
lack of materials and trucks. In 
addition to building the primary 
line, we installed services to 212 
farm homes on line built by the 
contractor. 

We are promised sufficient ma¬ 
terials of all kinds for delivery by 
March 31 and have asked REA to 
allow us to combine our “E” and 
“F”’ sections and contract the con¬ 
struction of about 110 miles of 
the longer lines in the two sections. 
This will get service to new mem¬ 
bers much quicker, as we feel con¬ 
fident we well still get enough ma¬ 

MADE POSSIBLE by electrical 
power furnished by Southern Illinois 
Electric Cooperative, Dongola, is this 
transfer elevator of the Mound City 
Warehouse Co. at Miller City, Alex¬ 
ander County. 

Farmers in the area are saved the 
trouble and time of hauling their corn 

and soybeans to Cairo as with the aid 
of electricity, the company is able to 
purchase their crops practically at 
their "back doors” and for the pre¬ 
vailing price at Cairo. 

The co-op hooks on this elevator 
temporarily during the buying season. 

terial trickling in to keep our own 
crew busy also. 

PRESIDENT RESIGNS 

President L. F. Brissenden sent 
in his resignation which was ac¬ 
cepted by the Board of Trustees 
at their meeting of December 20. 
The Board passed a resolution 
voicing their gratitude to Mr. Bris¬ 
senden for his loyal and untiring 
devotion to the cooperative. 

William Stanford was selected 
by the Board to fill the unexpired 
term of Mr. Brissenden. Ralph Jes¬ 
sup was elected president and 
Ralph Hastings was elected vice- 
president. 

At the December 20 meeting a 
Planning Committee for the an¬ 
nual meeting was appointed. This 
committee is headed by Ellis Hall 
with J. K. Coggan and Guy H. Col- 
clasure assisting. 

The annual meeting will be held 
in the High School Gymnasium in 
Louisville on Tuesday, February 10. 
It is planned to start the meeting 
at 10 a. m. this year, as there will 
be considerable entertainment, and 
many attendance awards to be giv¬ 
en. The committee also advises a 
plate lunch will be served free to 
every one attending. So, from all 
indications, this will be the biggest 
and best meeting yet. We hope 
each and every member will keep 
February 10 in mind and bring his 
family to this fourth annual meet¬ 
ing of the members. 

We feel you should be interested 
in the selection of the members of 
your Board of Trustees, and in the 
reports to be made on the pro¬ 
gress of your cooperative. This is 
your cooperative, and you individ¬ 
ually should vote and dictate the 
manner in which you want it man¬ 
aged. 

Our manager and Mrs. Craw¬ 
ford, on the evening of Jan. 3, en¬ 
tertained the employees and their 
families with a buffet dinner at 
the co-op office. 

NOTIFY OFFICE 

We learn , every now and then, 
of some member who has installed 
an automatic water heater, but has 
not notified the office. When you 
install an automatic storage type 
water heater, be sure to let us 
know, as we have a special water¬ 
heating rate which will save you 
money. 

A "Believe it or Not.” Recently 
we received a telephone call noti¬ 
fying us that a pole was on fire 
on our 6D line some six miles west 
of Louisville. Line Foreman Cates 
and Lineman Erwin investigated 
and found that a hawk, caught in 
a steel trap, had pulled the staple 
loose, flew away and lit on the hot 
wire to negotiate freeing himself 
(could have been a "she”). The 
hawk finally tore his toe off leav¬ 
ing a talon in the trap. He also 
left the trap suspended from the 
line close to the pole. When the 
wind got in the right direction, the 
trap began swinging against the 
pole and started the fire. 

Mark February 10 on your calen¬ 
dar. You and your family are as¬ 
sured a good time. 

NEWS FROM 
Southern Illinois 

Dongola, 11L 

GEORGE ENDICOTT, 
Mgr. 

The Illinois state park system 
now comprises more than 27,000 
acres. 

Transformers Only Serious 
Bottleneck On C Section 

It will be of a great interest to 
most of our C members to hear that 
work has actually started on the 
energizing of the C section. The 
G4, J1 lines have all been energized 
and all individuals who have had 
their wiring completed have been 
energized onto the line. 

Our maintenance crews are going 
back over the line just as quickly 
as the wiring has been inspected 
and making the installation of the 
meters and completing their ser¬ 
vice so that service will be avail¬ 
able. 

There are several who have not 
wired or whose premises were not 
in such shape for inspection by 
the inspector on his recent routing 
through this area. Therefore, it 
will be necessary that they wait 
until such time as the inspector is 
back in that area before they can 
be hoooked on to the line. 

Sufficient wire has now been re¬ 
ceived and is on the project 
grounds for the completion of prac¬ 
tically all of the lines in Union, 
Pulaski, and Alexander Counties. 
Additional wire is scheduled for de¬ 
livery just as quickly as it is need¬ 
ed for the completion of the lines 
in Johnson and Massac Counties. 

Transformers seem to be the 
only bottle neck on completing of 
this section. These are being re¬ 
ceived at about 35 a month and 
are being installed as quickly as 
they are received. 

D-SECTION 
We announced previously in the 

cooperative column of the Illinois 
REA News that the D-Section bids 
were opened at the project office 
on December 16, and we have heard 
as of January 13, that these bids 
would be approved in a limited 
amount for the construction of this 
section by the contractor who is 
now on the job and is supposed to 
be able to start work just as soon 
as the details are worked out. The 
poles have been scheduled for de¬ 
livery for starting work on D-Sec- 
tion. 

It is anticipated that there will 
be no delay in the work due to the 
stringing of wire on the C-Section 
as this takes different equipment 
and different personnel. 

It is expected that the poles can 
be received and the pole hauling 
started so that this work will be 
out of the way in sufficient time 
for the Contractor to start the 
framing and setting of the poles 
just as quickly as weather condi 
tions will permit. All of the line 

that is being built by the contrac¬ 
tor, comprising approximately 100 
miles, has been staked and the 
sheets are now being released by 
the engineer for construction by 
the cooperative. This work is now 
progressing very satisfactorily as 
conductor is being received. 

The engineer plans to put on an 
extra staking crew which will put 
a staking crew with Kenneth Hav- 
erkamp and so that construction 
can go ahead in both parts of the 
project. 

The D-Section contract is written 
up for a 90-day construction period 
and everything is going to be done 
to see that this work is completed 
within this time or as shortly after 
that date as is humanly possible. 

R-SECTION 
The cooperative has given to the 

engineer the necessary information 
and tabulation sheets for the pre¬ 
paring of the pre-allotment papers 
for submission to the REA on the 
R-Section. This will comprise of 
approximately 200 miles of line to 
serve the people who were signed 
up after the P or D sections were 
made ready for staking and these 
are the individuals who will come 
out of the next allotment which the 
cooperative receives from REA for 
the construction of new lines. 

Under the present conditions we 
are unable to say just when the 
allotment will be made for this 
work due to the extreme deficiency 
of funds for REA work especially 
on new allocations. 

S-SECTION 
Those individuals who have sign¬ 

ed applications for service after 
the R Section was given to the en¬ 
gineers for preparation of prelimin- 

| ary plans and specifications, will 
go on the next section of which the 
Cooperative is now holding and 
taking applications for an alloca¬ 
tion some time later on in 1948. It 
is necessary under the present con¬ 
ditions for all individuals over 1,000 
feet from the line to be placed on a 
application for an allotment which 
will be made as soon as sufficient 
signers are secured for the submit¬ 
ting of this to REA for an allot¬ 
ment. • 

WIRING 
The house wiring situation is. 

about the same as it has been for 
about the past five or six months. 
It is true that there are quite a few 
of the members on our new section 
of line which have been wired up 
and the wiremen are completing 
these installations at this time as 
the line is made ready for energiz¬ 
ing. 

In the energizing of the new C- 
Seetion lines, it is necessary that 
the wiring on these lines be in¬ 
spected before the cooperative per¬ 
sonnel can make the conection line. 
For this reason we have urged and 
still urge all C-members to get 
their wiring completed as soon as 
the poles have been set so that they 
will be ready for the service as 
soon as energy is made available. 

ILLINOIS REA NEWS 
There have been several letters 

received in the office wherein in¬ 
dividuals state they are not re¬ 
ceiving their copy of the Illinois 
REA News. In order that our rec¬ 
ords could be corrected and brought 
up to date we have removed all 
names from the mailing list who 
are not hooked up and as those 
individuals are connected on to 
the line their name is placed on the 
list of the Illinois REA News which 
they will get each month. This was 
necessary due to the fact we had 
several duplications on our list and 
having no way to readily check 
on them we removed all names 
which were not served and will re¬ 
instate their name on the mailing 
list as soon as their connection is 
made onto the line. 

RESALE MERCHANDISE 
Resale merchandise is about as 

it has been in the past except that 
the Cooperative has been able to 
secure an additional supply of 10 ft. 
refrigerators and we have received 
assurance that we can receive oth¬ 
ers after these have been disposed 
of. To those individuals that are 
in the need of a larger conventioi^l 
refrigerator it would be well Jor 
them to get their names in so that 
these orders can be placed with 
the distributor and can be received 
in plenty of time for the summer 
months. 

News Item 
Roy Baggott is no longer con¬ 

nected with Southern Illinois Elec¬ 
tric. 

LARAMORE and DOUGLASS, Inc. 
ENGINEERS 

Power Plants, Distribution and Transmission Lines 
SYSTEM STUDY SURVEYS 

327 South LaSalle Street, Chicago 4, Illinois 
REA FIELD OFFICE—154 North Market Street, Paxton, Illinois 
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REQIONAL REA Power-Use Adviser Fred E. McVey brought his 
equipment along to the Urbana co-op managers—power-use advisers 
conference to illustrate his talk on wiring. 

COOKING DEMONSTRATION at the Rural electrification confab 
on electric ranges has culinary expert, John Waggoner, manager Coles- 
Moultric Electric, doing the work while REA Home Economist Agnes 
W'ilson gives the directions. 

GETTING AN assist from Manager Dean Searls (left) of Adams 
Electric Cooperative, Camp Point, Prof. E. W. Lehmann of the Univer¬ 
sity of Illinois, demonstrates a principle involved in rural home water 
systems to Illinois electric co-op managers and power-use advisers at 
their Urbana conference, January 7, 8, and 9. 

FUTURE OF (O-OPS— 
(From Page One) 

depends on electricity for such essen¬ 
tials as water supply, dairy equip¬ 
ment, food storage, and brooders. He 
added that the present year will ex¬ 
perience the tightest squeeze as far 

power supply is concerned and that 
experts look for an improvement by 
1949. 

Becker spoke on the state associa¬ 
tion's plan for a statewide power co¬ 
operative as one measure to deal 
with the serious power shortage. He 
said that if the co-ops in the state are 
to be prepared to meet the critical 
power condition, they must act 
promptly. 

The coordinator also outlined some 
of the future objectives of the state¬ 
wide which he said included a full¬ 
time coordinator and a state associa¬ 
tion office which could be shared by 
the Illinois REA News. He listed, 
a generating unit, a mobile substa¬ 
tion, group purchasing and stockpil¬ 
ing, and legislative, research and pub¬ 

lic relations programs, as other ob¬ 
jectives of the statewide. 

“The Illinois REA News is pres¬ 
ently the only public relations pro¬ 
ject of the state association,” Becker 
said, “and when all of the co-opera¬ 
tives in the state subscribe to it, ex¬ 
cess earnings made by the publica¬ 
tion can be turned over to support 
other activities of the association.” 

William E. Murray, editor of the 
Illinois REA News, in speaking on 
public relations stressed that public 
relations is a survival factor in busi¬ 
ness today. 

Murray pointed out that while 
many big companies maintain expen¬ 
sive public relations staffs they do not 
promote good public relations for they 
fail to understand that publicity is 
not public relations. 

The editor said “all enterprises de¬ 
pend in their final analysis upon their 
favorable acceptance by the public 
from which they secure their support, 
and, it is, therefore necessary for 
them not only to act in the public 

Many Specialists 
Address Three-Day 
Managers’ Confab 

The three-day instructional con¬ 
ference at the University of Illin¬ 
ois, Urbana, January 7, 8, and 9, 
held for managers and power-use 
advisors of Illinois rural electric 
cooperatives heard specialists in 
many fields discuss problems rel¬ 
ative to rural electrification. 

Prof. E. W. Lehmann, chairman 
of the University’s Department of 
Agricultural Engineering, spoke on 
“Some factor's influencing rural 
electrification development” and 
also gave a demonstration on wa¬ 
ter systems for farms. The profes¬ 
sor acted as chairman for the con¬ 
ference. 

Other specialists and their topics 
were, Hadley Read, University ex¬ 
tension editor, “Radio and News¬ 
paper publicity; “John Waggoner, 
Coles-Moultrie Electric Co-op man¬ 
ager, “News and Circular Letters; 
V. C. Kallal, “The Office Call”; F. 
E. McVey, Regional REA Power- 
Use adviser, “Need for Adequate 
Wiring”; Miss Elva Sargent, home 
economist, Adams Electric Co-op, 
“Some Experiences of a Home Eco¬ 
nomist.” 

F. W. Andrew, assistant profes¬ 
sor of Agricultural Engineering, 
“Engineered Applications of Farm 
Equipment”; Miss Agnes Wilson, 
Regional REA Home Eleetricfica- 
tion Specialist, “Selection, Care 
and Operation of Household 
Equipment”; K. R. Wallace, chair¬ 
man University speech department, 
“M a k i n g an Effective Public 
Speech; Fred Darr, power-use ad¬ 
viser, Menard Electric Co-op, 
“Making Dealer Relationships Val¬ 
uable.” 

Other speakers were J. C. Spit- 
ler, Mrs. K. V. Burns, J. E. Hill, 
and Miss Rena Hodgens. 

T. H. Hafer, manager of Corn 
Belt Electric Co-op and chairman 
of the State Association’s Power- 
Use committee, gave the summary 
of the conference. 

The three-day meeting was spon¬ 
sored by the Power-Use commit¬ 
tee, the University, and REA of¬ 
ficials. 

NEWS FROM 
Adams 

Camp Point, III. 

DEAN SEARLS, Supt. 

Crews Work Round The 
Clock To Repair Lines 

We have just emerged from one 
of the most destructive ice storms 
in the history of this Cooperative. 
New Year’s eve found our linemen 
and groundmen working* furiously 
to repair the damage the ice and 
sleet had caused in the few short 
hours that it had fallen. As the 
storm grew in intensity, more 
crews were called into service, un¬ 
til our entire personnel of 27 men 
were “on the job” under the ex¬ 
pert supervision of Jim Carpenter, 
our line foreman. 

All of our crews worked day and 
night without sleep or rest, and 
we believe they deserve much cred¬ 
it for the excellent work they ac¬ 
complished, and their untiring ef¬ 
fort in restoring your electric ser¬ 
vice to you in so short a time. 

We are indeed grateful for the 
splendid cooperation given us by 
our members for the service they 
rendered in this emergency. Due 
to the lack of telphonic communica- 

interest but to make sure they are 
recognized for doing so.” 

“Cooperatives, depending as they 
do on favorable acceptance of the 
public for their support, must pur¬ 
sue a conscious and directed public 
relations program to insure public 
good will.” 

“At a state level,” the editor went 
on, “the Illinois REA News is the 
only public relations project of the 
Illinois electric co-ops. The publi¬ 
cation was started by the statewide 
to solidify rural co-ops here in Illi¬ 
nois and to keep members conscious 
that they belong to a bigger family 
than just their particular co-op. Such 
collective support from rural electric 
members is obviously essential.” 

“Although the state paper’s growth 
has been encouraging—the circula¬ 
tion is now nearing 50,000—the pub¬ 
lic relations value of the publication 
will become even more significant 
and effective when the other cooper¬ 
atives in the state subscribe,” Mur¬ 
ray added. 

tion, many drove a great distance 
to our office at Camp Point to re¬ 
port an outage of their own, or 
of a neighbor. 

Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Wills who 
reside North of La Prairie, served 
breakfast to one of our crews. This 
thoughtfulness, and the many other 
courtesies extended our men who 
were working on the hazardous task 
of repairing the lines, are all an 
expression of “Cooperation in Ac¬ 
tion” and for which we thank each 
and every one. We have received 
many notes and letters of apprecia¬ 
tion from our members, but due to 
lack of space, will select a portion 
of two for our column and are as 
follows: 

“I want to congratulate your en¬ 
tire personnel on your good work 
on getting current through after 
the last storm. Am sure your sub¬ 
scribers in this section appreciate 
your efforts very much. I realize 
what a task you had, especially the 
linemen.” 

(Signed) W. T. Lewis, Brooklyn. 
Another letter from Mrs. Ruth 

C. Nelson, Rushville, writes: “We 
were so delighted when the electric 
current came on about 11 a.m. Sat¬ 
urday.” Continuing, Mrs. Nelson 
writes how her husband had driven 
to town looking for an REA truck; 
not being successful in this attempt, 
he tried to telephone Camp Point 
which also failed. Just at this point, 
an REA truck drove up, and soon 
had the damage repaired for them 
and also at their son Lyle’s home; 
thus their stoker, and all other elec¬ 
trical appliances went back into 
service. In closing Mrs. Nelson 
writes “We thank you people very 
much for your prompt service.” 

We thank you Mrs. Nelson for 
this fine letter of appreciation. 

ADVANCE PAYMENTS 
We have received several letters 

and inquiries recently as to whether 
or not it would be permissible to 
pay for electric service in advance 
rather than send remittances in 
each month. Some inquire as to 
what they shall do about payment, 
as they are going away for the win¬ 
ter. Others just want to “forget” 
about their electric bills for six 
months or a year. 

Yes! any one can pay in advance, 
as little, or as much as you wish. 
In fact, many do. You will be given 
credit on our records for the 
amount you pay, and will not be 
reminded again until your credit 
balance has been used. All we re¬ 
quest, is that you send us your 
meter reading each month, or if 
you plan to spend the winter in a 
warmer climate, or are just going 
on vacation, notify our office and 
we will do the rest. 

MOVING 
The time of year is close at hand 

when many farmers will be moving. 
This is a reminder to you. Don’t 
forget to advise us of your change 
in location, and also to send us 
your final meter reading, and the 
address to which you are moving. 
This procedure will facilitate mat¬ 
ters both for yourselves and this 
office. 

ATTENDED MEETING 
Manager Searls, Miss Elva Sar¬ 

gent, home economist, and Lyie 
Dunham, serviceman attended the 
short course on rural electrification 
which was held >at the University 
of Illinois, Urbana, Illinois on Jan¬ 
uary 7 and 8. A most interesting and 
educational program was arranged, 
and much benefit was derived from 
the course which was partially of 
a demonstrational nature. 

Miss Sargent spoke before the 
group, and used as her topic “Some 
experiences of a Home Economist 
in the Adams Electrical Coopera¬ 
tive.” She outlined briefly the en¬ 
thusiastic response of dealers who 
handle various electrical applianc¬ 
es; home calls, where actual dem¬ 
onstrations in baking are done in 
the kitchen; school visitations, the 
showing of movies—which present 
more clearly the many advantages 
of better home living. Also the im¬ 
portance. of better understanding, 
and a closer relationship' between 
agencies and organizations, in the 
common cause of rendering better 
service to the people whom we 
serve. Mr. Searls presided at the 
morning session on January 8th. 

Motor Generator Initiated 
Many of you saw the 25 Kilowatt 

motor generator which was demon¬ 
strated at our annual meeting last 
February. This unit was purchased 
from War Surplus, and was used 
for the first time the last week in 
December. Our Construction crews 
are completing a three phase line 
to Camden, which will be used to 
provide power for a storage locker 
plant. In order to build a three 
phase line, it was necessary to de¬ 
energize the line which serves the 
rural area from Camden to Brook¬ 
lyn. In order to provide service to 

State Association 
Thanks Univ. of Illinois 

The Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives at its January 20 meet¬ 
ing in Springfield passed a resolution 
expressing appreciation to the Uni¬ 
versity of Illinois for its cooperation 
in the recent Managers—Power-Use 
advisers conference. A letter will be 
sent to Prof. E. W. Lehmann and 
Frank W. Andrew of the University, 
thanking them for the assistance they 
gave the conference. 

The State Board rejected a propos¬ 
al from the Illinois State Revenue 
Commission calling for the establish¬ 
ment of a basis of taxing rural elec¬ 
tric cooperative property on three per 
cent of gross income. Instead, the 
board proposed a basis of three per 
cent of net revenue. 

this large Rural area, the motor 
generator was connected to the 
line immediately north of Camden, 
and served this area until the line 
could be reconnected to the regu¬ 
lar source. We believe this equip¬ 
ment is going to be very valuable 
in providing our members with 
more continuous service when we 
re-build our lines for heavier ser¬ 
vice. 

Listing Appliances 

Space is provided on your month¬ 
ly meter reading cards for remarks 
and appliances. We need this in¬ 
formation to help us plan for bet¬ 
ter service to take care of addition¬ 
al loads that are coming on the 
system. Don’t forget to list your 
new appliances! 

ADVENTURES WITH A COOKER 
(Continued from December issue) 
Do you ever wish for a roast and 

green beans cooked in an old iron 
pot? Those who have eaten food 
cooked this way know that it had 
a flavor all its own. The well-cooker 
on the electric range is a direct 
descendant of the iron pot and the 
fireless cooker designed to give the 
slow even heat which brings out 
the best flavors of the food with 
the added advantage of a cool kit¬ 
chen all through the cooking per¬ 
iod. 

The well-cooker has many uses 
in addition to preparing slowrcook- 
ing foods. Here is a list of sugges¬ 
tions which we hope will help and 
interest you: 

Cooking complete meals; Deep fat 
frying; Marmalades and jam, chili 
sauce; Sterilizing jars, jelly glasses, 
baby’s bottle; Cooking infant’s 
food; Reheating food; Cooking 
cereals, dried fruits and vegetables; 
Steaming puddings and breads; 
Cooking eggs-scrambling, steaming 
and poaching. 

Popping corn; Baking potatoes; 
Warming rolls and muffins; Rais¬ 
ing bread dough; Cooking soups 
and stews; Vegetables, corn on cob, 
spinach, cauliflower, etc.; Pot 
roasts, less tender cuts of meat, 
smoked and salted meats; One-dish 
meals. Baked beans, goulash, chili 
con carne, Spanish rice, corned beef 
and cabbage, chop suey, Italian 
Spaghetti, spare ribs and sauer 
kraut. 

Pot Roast Dinner 
Select a four pound pot roast. 

Rub roast with 2 tsp. salt and % 
C. flour. Brown in frying pan. Place 
in cooker kettle, add 2 onions cut 
fine, and 2C tomatoes. Cook for one 
hour—switch turned on high 15 
minutes, then low. After one hour’s 
cooking, arrange potatoes on rack, 
then place pudding over the pota¬ 
toes. Cover. Cook on high 15 minut¬ 
es, then low for IVz hours. 

Fricassee of Chicken Dinner 
(1) 

One medium sized chicken; Fat; 
3 or 4 sweet potatoes; Chocolate 
pudding. 

Brown chicken in frying pan on 
surface unit. Fill kettle with chick¬ 
en and sweet potatoes. Add % C. 
water. Place pudding on top of po¬ 
tatoes. Cover. Steam on high for 
15 minutes, then low one hour or 
until chicken is tender. 

Cherry Upside-Down Pudding 
Part 1 

1 No. 2 can cherries and juice 
% C. sugar 
Place in cooker with lid ajar and 

switch on high for 20 minutes or 
until boiling. 

Part 11 
% C. sugar 
1 egg 
1 Tbsp. soft butter 

1% C. flour 
1% tsp. baking powder 

% tsp. salt 
% cup milk 
1 Tbsp. lemon juice 

Beat sugar, egg and shortening 
together. Add milk and sifted dry 
ingredients. Stir until well blended. 
Pour over the hot cherries. Cover 
tight and steam for 50 to 60 minut¬ 
es. 


