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AMONG ILLINOIS co-op folks, 
Walter Meers of Bloomington 
seems to be the champion corn 
producer this year with a yield in 
this field of 200 bushels per acre. 
In another field, Meers had an es¬ 
timated 189 bushels. He is a mem¬ 
ber of Corn Belt Electric Cooper¬ 
ative of Bloomington. 

The picture shows a section 
of the 12 acre field which pro¬ 
duced the record crop. It was 

in pasture for five years, pas¬ 
tured to hogs and hay crops 
made. JThe corn was planted 
on May 18 and lih strain G-94 
planted two stalks per hill and 
hills 16 inches apart in 44 inch 
rows. 
To insure a good start for the 

corn, 150 pounds per acre of 3-12- 
12 fertiliser was applied at plant¬ 
ing time. The corn had 2S per 
eent moisture when picked but i 

the jneld was calculated on the 
basis of No. 2 corn. 

Another high producer in 
McLean County was W. B. El¬ 
lis. director of Corn Belt Elec- 
trie, who reported yields be¬ 
tween 85 and 120 bushels per 
acre. The top 120 bushels yield 
casne from pasture land plant¬ 
ed' for the first time last 
Spring. 

Funk Photo 

Farm Machinery Dealers Urged To Help In 
Battle Against Farmer-Owned Cooperatives 

Implement & Tractor 
Magazine Hits Co-ops 
As Unfair Competition 

If America’s farm machinery and 
implement dealers from whom 
farmers are buying billions of dol¬ 
lars worth of equipment follo’v the 
lead of articles which appeared in 

Study Should Make For Red 
Faces In Private Utilities 

Customers of the nation s privately owned electric utilities 
could be saved approximately $90,000,000 a year if the com¬ 
panies were operated with the same degree of efficiency as 

the trade journal “Implement & the publicly-owned systems, the American Public Power As- 
Tractor” during September, then : sociation revealed in a report re-   

leased today. the publicly and privately owned 
; systems. 

cooperate members will find that 
they are giving their trade to bit¬ 
ter enemies of farmer-owned co¬ 
ops all across the country. 

In a caustic and unrestrained ar- 

Entitled “Public Power Pays! 
the 32-page report was written by 
the Association's general manager, 
Carlton L. Nau. a former official 

tide entitled “Will 1949 Be The 0j RUral Electrification Admin- 
Year Of Decision?” in the Septem- | jstration. 
her 18 issue of the dealer's maga¬ 
zine, the question of “tax equality” 
is discussed with bitter antagon¬ 
ism toward provisions of the in- | 
ternal revenue code which exempts 
farm cooperatives form the profits 
tax on revenue. 

Lauding the efforts of Senator 
John J. Williams (Delaware) for 
his four-point amendment to H. R. 
6712, the House-passed general tax 
revision bill, the article quoted 
Williams as warning his Senate 
colleagues that “the competitive 
advantage which the cooperatives 
today enjoy over private industry 
has reached such dangerous pro- 

(Continued on Page Six) 

The study made by the Associa¬ 
tion was the first of its kind ever 
conducted, and covered all Class A 

! and B utilities (those having gross 
operating revenues exceeding $250,- 
000 a year). 

Federal projects, the Association 
stated, were excluded in order to 
make the data comparable between 

The Association report declared 
that the $90,000,000 saving could be 

(Continued on Page Eleven) 

Rural Electrification 
Continues Progress On 
Record Breaking Scale 

Farm electrification in the United States has reached 68.6 
percent, the U. S. Department of Agriculture announced re¬ 
cently. 

It reached that level on June 30, 1948, after a year in which 
more farms received central station power than in any other 
year. According to the REA estimate, 4,019, 476 farms were 
electrified by that date, 444,835 more than the estimate for the 
same date in 1947. 

Of the newly-connected farms, 320,677 were reached by 
REA-financed rural power distributors, who placed into opera¬ 
tion 119,375 miles of lines dur- 

ment, except that no more than 
10 percent of these unallotted 
or so-c ailed "discretionary ’ 
funds may be lent in any one 
state during the year. 

SINCE WAR 
The progress in rural elec¬ 

trification since the war is in¬ 
dicated by the record of recent 
years. A year ago 61 per cent 

. , , | of the farms were electrified, 
were without elec-| 54 3 cent jn ,946 45 7 per 

cent in 1945, and 10.9 per cent 
in 1935 at the start of the Fed¬ 
eral rural electrification pro¬ 
gram. Approximately 3,275,000 
farms have received central 

(Continued on Page Sixteen) 

ing the year, the Department 
said. In addition to these farms, 
REA borrowers added about 
100.000 other rural consumers 
to their systems during the 
year. 
JOB AHEAD 

Despite this unprecedented 
gain, a formidable job of rural 
electrification remains. USDA 
reported, for about 1.840.000 
farms still 
tricity. * 

The Department reported 
these statistics from the annual 
unelectrified farm survey of the 
Rural Electrifications Adminis¬ 
tration. The survey is made 
annually to provide a basis for 
the REA Administrator to 
carry out the provision of the 
REA Act which requires al- j 
lotting to the states, in pro-; 
portion to the number of un¬ 
electrified farms in each state, 
one-half of the loan funds made 
available annually by Con¬ 
gress. 

For the fiscal year ending 
June 30, $400,000,000 in loan 
funds was authorized by the 
recent Congress: therefore, 
$200,000,000 will be allotted 
or apportioned among the 
various states on the basis 
of the survey. The funds so 
reserved are kept available 
to meet specific loan appli¬ 
cations from the respective 
States during the fiscal year. 
The remaining $200,000,000 

authorized and the $93,000,000 
available in loan funds from fis¬ 
cal 1948 authorizations, is 
available without State allot- 

Plans Complete 
For Statewide 
Trip To East 

Reservations for the special State¬ 
wide train tour to the east coast can 
be made by writing to State Manager 
A. E. Becker at Petersburg. 

Also reservation blanks will be 
available in a few days at the of¬ 
fices of all rural electric cooperatives. 
Manager Becker announced at the 
Statewide board meeting, November 
23. 

In a report of arrangements for the 
trip, which will include round-trip 
between Chicago and New York City 
with stopovers at Niagara Falls and 
Washington, D. C, Becker said that 
the original fares have been increased 
slightly, but are stilt very reasonable. 

The fares for the various pullman 
accomodations will be. $132, one in a 
lower berth; $120, two in a lower; 
$126, one in an upper; $141, two in 
a compartment; $153, two in a draw- 

(Continued on Page Eleven) 

Unlighted Rural Areas Show Electrification Job Ahead 

Board 
Terms 

Directors 
of Office 

To All Its Readers— 

The 

ILLINOIS REA NEWS 
wishes a 

Merry Christmas 
and a 

Happy New Year 

Under a new procedure adopted by 
the State Association Convention, 
terms of statewide directors will be 
staggered. 

At the Association meeting Nov¬ 
ember 23, tlie directors, all of whom 
were re-elected, draw fflr terms of 
office. Next year, only three direc¬ 
tors will be up for re-election. 

Those whose terms will end in 
1949 are Edward P. Ohren, Walter 
Risser and Raymond Pitchford. 
Those terminating ki 1950 are G. 
Wayne Welsh, John Sargent and 
George Pape. Those ending in 1951 
are Everett R. Read, Carl Edwards 
and J. Wesley Barth, 

Percentage of Farmt Electrified by Stetec 

SHU Below national average (68.471 
National average (68.6f )«o 90% 

1. i ,1 90lor above 

Official IKEA #• of June 30,1948 

REA SURVEY REVEALS that Illinois rural electrification ranks among the average for {fie nation As of 
June 30, a total of 32,298 farms ia Illinois were still without central station electric service. A total of 171,941 
farms, or 84.2 per cent had electricity. Of these, approximately 90,009 were being served by rural electric co¬ 
operatives. 
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Election Results Christmas On the Farm 
The results of the recent election undoubtedly upset the 

plans and aims of the power trusters who have been making 
steady progress in their fight to wreck the public power policy 
and to gain a stranglehold on rural co-op electrification. 

With the rural vote in this^ind other states swinging the 
election in favor of the Democratic Party, it is not illogical 
to conclude that the several million rural co-op folks gave a 
mandate to those whom they choose for office to safeguard 
their cooperatives against the attacks of the power trusters. 

While there are still Congressmen who don’t really under¬ 
stand the valuable contribution rural electric cooperatives are 
making to the nation at no cost to the taxpayer, it can be said 
that the rural electrification program has, on the strength of 
exceptional merit alone, won the confidence of the majority 
of Congressman regardless of their party affiliations. 

The non-partisan nature of rural electrification has been 
essential to its success. Because of the program’s long-range, it 
could not function if it were to be dependent on the fortunes 
of one party at election time. That rural co-op electrification 
transcends party politics is something that both major political 
parties should never forget as should advocates" of rural elec¬ 
trification. 

There will be many more elections before the last co-op 
has repaid the final dollar on its loan and before every rural 
electric system has an assured supply of low cost wholesale 
power. Building generation and transmission systems, which 
are becoming an increasingly important part of rural electri¬ 
fication, will also go on through many more elections. 

The most recent election demonstrates, however, that the 
future of rural electrification is a particularly important matter 
to millions of rural people and that those who would deny 
electricity to the farmers either directly or through subtler 
methods, may havejo answer at the polls no matter to what 
party they belong. 

Biting The Hand • • • • 
In the bitter and highly prejudiced articles against farmer- 

owned cooperatives in the September issues of IMPLEMENT 
& TRACTOR magazine, there is a strong suggestion that the 
readers of this trade publication are being led to bite the hand 
that feeds them. 

Richly supported by advertisements from practically every 
manufacturer of equipment for the farm, the magazine through 
its advertising columns offers inducements to dealers to make 
bigger and better profits in selling to the farmer and his wife, 
yet in its newscolumns, it carries articles urging these same 
dealers to support a program aimed at undermining and 
taxing unfairly the cooperative organizations of these loyal 
customers. 

What the articles fail to explain to the farm machinery 
dealers who read the magazine, is that co-ops have provided 
services and savings to farmers to such a tremendous degree 
that farm equipment dealers are now reaping the greatest 
profits in their history. 

Nor do the articles explain what many sound economic 
leaders have proved over and over again—that cooperatives 
are a bulwark against monopoly and are the common man s 
only recouse against the steady trend in this country toward 
all wealth coming under the control of a small minority. This 
fact is the substance of a recent report of the Federal Trade 
Commission which pointed out that 78 giant corporations have 
the power of acquiring 90 per cent of the nation’s manufactur¬ 
ing enterprises through anti-trust law loopholes. 

Because the industrial giants cannot brook honest and 
fair competition, they seek to influence their dealers, the 
small businessman, and the general public into believing that 
co-ops must be retarded or destroyed. 

Make no mistake, the talk of "tax equality” has nothing 
to do .with taxes; it is an ill-concealed campaign to destroy 
co-ops. The farmers should find out promptly if their own 
implement dealers are in this fight against them, and if so, 
serve warning that they will not tolerate such a campaign 
by those whom they abundantly support with their patronage. 

The Truck Menace 
Last year, trucks caused 9,200 deaths. This was nearly 

30 per cent of the 32,300 total traffic fatalities in the nation. 
With the highway facilities in this state rapidly deteriorat¬ 

ing and the amount of traffic increasing, motor vehicle and 
police authorities should take a stricter attitude toward the 
"highballing” of heavily laden trucks of which many are of 
the trailer type. 

On the narrow highways in Illinois, these huge trucks are 
a formidable obstacle to the car driver. At the high speeds 
trucks maintain, it becomes a dangerous feat to pass them. 
And when one of these trucks gets out of control, they spread 
death and havoc in far greater proportion than the lighter ve¬ 
hicles. 

It would be a blessing if the big trucks were restricted to 
certain main highways. Until that time, however, strict en¬ 
forcement of highway safety regulations and passage of new 
laws to regulate truck traffic is the only solution to reducing 
the hazards caused by trucks. 

IPashington Report 
By William Roberts 

The Southwestern Power Administration, the brightest 
hope of the people in the same Southwest area, for an ade¬ 
quate power supply, hangs by the thinnest threads of its 
existence. Not only has SPA no funds for constructing trans¬ 
mission lines this year, it also hasn’t enough in the till to 
operate as an agency beyond February 1, 1949. Even worse, 
SPA does not even have permanent status under law, neces¬ 
sary to assure its continued existence. 

If and when SPA becomes as permanent as, for instance, 
the Bonneville Power Administration in the Northwest, it 
still would run into snags pre¬ 
venting its most effective oper 
ation for the benefit of the area. 
These snags are in the Flood 
Control Act of 1944, under 
which SPA is empowered to 
carry the low cost wholesale 
hydro-power from the vast 
government projects in that 
area out over government lines 
to cooperatives and public 
bodies. The act as now worded 
contains language which, if it 
is not - restrictive, can be so 
interpreted. 

With the power shortage 
worsening in the Southwest 
and SPA in its present pre¬ 
carious state, time is surely 
running out for those support¬ 
ers of the public and coopera¬ 
tive power program, who 
would insure its sound future. 

However, the picture else 
where is considerably bright¬ 
er. After a rocky year the 
November elections seem to 
have put public power back 
in business again. 
Not only did several of the 

leading figures who rolled out 
a velvet carpet for profit utili¬ 
ties during the past session of 
Congress go down to defeat 
on November 2, but the shift 
in committees brought about on 
that day will weaken the pri¬ 
vate power lobby’s ability to 
stampede measures it likes 
through hearings next year. 

Representatives D o n d e r o 

(Michigan) and Jofcn Taber 
(N. Y.) gave private power 
some real chocolate-c o a t e d 
treats during the last session. 
Taber was out-and-out op¬ 
posed to rural electrification 
loan authorizations even be¬ 
fore he became chairman of 
the House appropriations com¬ 
mittee. 

Dondero, only a few days 
before the election, wrote an 
article for a national private 
utility magazine attacking co¬ 
operatives priority on publicly 
generated power—proposing 
Federal hydro output be dump¬ 
ed at the bus bar for private 
utilities to monopolize. While 
both men were reelected, they 
will lose their chairmanships 
of the Appropriations and Pub¬ 
lic Works committees in Jan¬ 
uary. 

Representative Clarence 
Cannon (Mo.) is slated to take 
over the Appropriations Com¬ 
mittee leadership. It was Can¬ 
non who provided the general¬ 
ship which secured a $175,000,- 
000 supplemental loan author¬ 
ization » for REA* six months 
ago. 

Most significant in the elec¬ 
tion upset to many observers 
was the farm vote. Few have 
noted the effect of the election 
would have given them the first 
objective. 

Right behind Miller, when 
(Continued on Page Sixteen) 
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Congressman Slurs 
Illinois REA News 
By False Charge 

One of the most inaccur¬ 
ate accusations to come out 
of the recent election cam¬ 
paign, was that made by 
Congressman Vursell when 
he said that the ILLINOIS 
REA NEWS was pressured 
by the Administration in 
Washington to print the vot¬ 
ing records of the Illinois 
Congressmen up for re-elec¬ 
tion. 

Not only was there no 
pressure upon us from the 
Administration in Washing¬ 
ton to print the voting rec¬ 
ord which appeared in the 
October issue, but there was 
no pressure upon us from 
the Republican party adher¬ 
ents, to print in the same 
and other issues, news ma¬ 
terial favorable to their views 
which occurred as part of 
our regular news coverage. 

Had Congressman Vursell 
read the October issue thor¬ 
oughly, he would have ob¬ 
served that the members of 
the 27 rural electric coopera¬ 
tives in Illinois through their 
delegates to the State As¬ 
sociation convention re¬ 
quested by resolution that 
the ILLINOIS RJEA NEWS 
publish the record. 

The Congressman may not 
know it, but the ILLINOIS 
REA NEWS is the indepen¬ 
dent, non-partisan publica¬ 
tion of the independent, non¬ 
partisan Association of IH- 
ois Electric Cooperatives. 

Furthermore, the editor of 
this paper has never received 
pressure from any member 
of any political party or Ad¬ 
ministration. 

Congressman V u r s e H’s 
charge was completely base¬ 
less and untrue. He may 
have been irritated into mak¬ 
ing such an accusation by 
publication of his own Roll 
Call record which, on 10 
significant matters affecting 
rural electrification, showed 
he voted against rural elec¬ 
trification seven times, in 
favor of it, once, and on two 
measures did not vote. We 
sincerely hope that his record 
in the next sessions of Con¬ 
gress will show improvement. 
—THE EDITOR. 

iiiiiimiiiiiiiiimiitiiiiimiiiiiiiiiiiimi 

on private power’s champions, 
who suffered some notable re¬ 
versals at the polls. 

Foremost among these was 
the defeat of Rep. W. J. Miller 
of Connecticut. Miller authored 
two bills last year which would 
have released utilities from cer¬ 
tain Federal Power Commis¬ 
sion controls. To the utilities, 
escaping from FPC jurisdic¬ 
tion, wresting rural electric 
systems’ priorities on low-cost 
public power away for their 
own monopolistic purposes and 
curtailing farmers in their at¬ 
tempts to operate their own 
electric distribution facilities 
were the three great conces¬ 
sions to be wrung from Con¬ 
gress last year. Miller’s bills 

(Continued on Page Threes 
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HERE'S PART OF NEXT year's corn crop in the making 
at Crow's Hybrid Corn Company of Milford, the largest user 
of electricity on the lines of Eastern Illinois Power Coopera¬ 
tive. 

The hybrid corn is dumped (No. 1) from truck into shute 
beneath floor. It is automatically conveyed to the inspection 
room (No.2) where it is cleaned and inspected by many expert 
hands. 

The conveyors carry it on to one of the several huge pre- 

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 

Paxton Co-op Serves 
One of Largest Seed 
Corn Plants In World 

One of the largest hybrid 
seed corn plants in the world 
is served with electricity by 
Eastern Illinois 'Power Coop¬ 
erative of Paxton. 

The Crow s Hybrid Corn 
Company of Milford is the 
cooperative's largest user of 
power having a motor load of 
some 600 horsepower. This will 
be increased to 700 horsepower 
next year. 

The plant, which pro¬ 
duces some 200,000 bush¬ 
els of corn yearly, employs 
the latest in equipment and 
techniques in turning out 
top quality, hybrid seed. 
The company also main¬ 
tains an active research 
and testing department 
under the direction of Prof. 
Walter Mummy, formerly 
of the plant breeding de¬ 
partment at the University 
of Illinois. 
Latest product of company 

research is Crow's new deep- 
rooted hybrid which has an 
unusually deep root structure. 

The company says it will with¬ 
stand a pull of 40 pounds at 
three feet above the ground. 

Careful tests are made of 
each shipment of corn received 
in the plant. The seed is planted 
in incubator trays and sub¬ 
mitted to various tests. 

Another development of 
which the Crow Company 
is particularly proud is a 
special coating which pro¬ 
tects the seed until germin¬ 
ation can take place. 
Power driven machinery and 

conveyors take over the mo¬ 
ment the farmers deliver the 
corn at the plant. Huge fur¬ 
naces and fans dry the shelled 
corn down to 18 per cent mois¬ 
ture in the several drying cribs. 
Conveyors then take the corn 
to the sheller. From there it is 
taken to bins where the mois¬ 
ture is reduced another six per 
cent. Many additional opera¬ 
tions including coating are re¬ 
quired before the seed is finally 
ready for market and the farm¬ 
er’s fields. 

Besides testing, the research 
department is continually de¬ 

liminary storage cribs—a part of the exterior of one is shown 
in (No. 3). Tremendous fans blow heated air through the 
cribs—the air current is demonstrated by the blowing hand¬ 
kerchief in (No. 4). One of the furnaces and fan (No. 5) 
provide the heated air for drying the corn down to 18 per cent. 
Back on the conveyor again, the corn goes into the sheller 
(No. 3) and is loaded in trucks to be taken to the metal stor¬ 
age bins where the shelled corn is dried further down to 12 
per cent moisture content. 

veloping new and better strains 
and improving old ones. 

The Crow Company em¬ 
ploys between 30 and 75 de¬ 
pending on the season and dur¬ 
ing detasselling season, adds 
another 1,000 to the payroll. 

CO-OP MEMBERS GIVE 
DEMONSTRATION OF 
REAL CO-OPERATION 

Almost 650 ax-wielding consum¬ 
ers of the North Itasca Electric Co¬ 
op, Inc., of Bigfork, Minn., recently 
gave a practical demonstration of 
complete cooperation. 

The members—a vast majority of 
the co-op’s 820 connected consum¬ 
ers—took up their axes, voluntarily 
banded together in “clearing bees,” 
and within a few days, by donation 
labor, recleared the entire 350 mile- 
system. 

Here’s the story behind this mass 
re-clearing operation: 

Organized in 1940 in a heavily 
wooded section of Northern 
Minnesota, the eo-op was only 
partially built at the beginning 
of the war. During the war 
the material situation caused a 
shut-down on construction, and 
the system lay idle for three 
years, during which time right- 
of-ways grew together consid¬ 
erably. Finally energized in 
October 1945, the system has 
had little funds to do the neces- 
sary«q*e-clearing. 
“Something had to be done to 

change this situation,” explained 
the manager, C. W. Shelander, “so 
membership meetings were palled 
in nine localities in the system and 
the difficulties were brought to the 

attention of the members. It was 
suggested to them that we would 
form ‘clearing bees’ and re-clear 
the entire system by donation labor 
in a few days. It was pointed out 
that they could expect better serv¬ 
ice if this were done,” Mr. Shelan-* 
der added. 

The response from the member¬ 
ship was heartening. The members 
decided almost 100 percent to take 
matters in their own hands and 
complete the job through the 
“clearing bees.” The project was 
divided into 11 districts and a crew 
was organized from each one. 

It was explained to the mem¬ 
bers that they would be placed 
on the co-op’s payroll for in¬ 
surance protection but would 
not receive any salary. Instead, 
they would be given credit at 
the rate of 90 cents per hour on 
the Capital Credits system. 
Those members who could not 

participate were asked to make a 
cash donation at the rate of 90 
cents per hour for the time that 
was required to re-clear the sys¬ 
tem. 

Finally at 8 o’clock one morning, 
637 of the 820 connected consumers 
began to wield their axes. The 
members hewed away so diligently 
and efficiently that the entire pro¬ 
ject of 350 miles was completely re¬ 
cleared in three days. At the same 
time right-of-ways were widened 
from 20 feet to 40 feet. Only three 
accidents, two of which were minor, 
rfequired medical attention. 

Looking back over the successful 
project, Manager Shelander observ¬ 
ed: 

! “The members of this coopera¬ 
tive have found that complete co¬ 
operative have found that complete 
cooperation pays dividends in more 
ways than one. They are realizing 
better power right now, because 
tree outages have been greatly re- 

Better Safe Than 
Sorry—Is Advice 

Are you easily shocked? Then 
read this: 

Each year hundreds of persons 
are killed by electric current. Some 
get off with a severe shock and a 
bad scare — they ewe just plain 
lucky. Better than rely on luck 
to protect you against live current 
are these simple “don’ts” in regard 
to electricity. 

1. Don’t use electric curling irons 
or radios in the bathroom. Don’t 
turn on an electric switch while 
you have wet hands or while you’re 
in the bathtub. 

2. Don’t buy cheaply constructed 
home appliances or electric toys. 
Don’t continue to use cords and 
plugs after they have become worn 
and frayed. Have toasters and 
electric irons repaired at the first 
sign of wear—and don’t try to be 
a handy-Andy yourself unless you 
are an experienced electrician. 

3. Don’t use a lamp to supply 
the current for the vacuum clean¬ 
er. Faulty insulation may cause 
the lamp base to become “charged” 
and so be the source of a fatal 
electric shock. 

4. Don’t abuse your washing 
machine; regardless of the brand, 
the insulation of its electric wiring 
may eventually break through and 
permit the machine to become 
charged. Watch for all signs of 
wear. 

5. Don’t leave open wall sockets 
unguarded where children can put 
their fingers or spoons and scissors 
into it. Put a plug into the socket 
and leave it there. Teach your 
youngsters not to play with elec¬ 
tric cords and gadgets; education 
is their best insulation! 

duced. and since 95 percent of all 
our outages are caused by trees, 
the total hours of power failures 
will be very small in the future. It 
also proves what can be accomp¬ 
lished when people decide to band 
together and clean UT> any situa¬ 
tion.” 
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NEWS FROM 

Soutbern Illinois 
Dongola, DL 

GEORGE ENDICOTT, 
Mgr. 

The S. I. E. C. experienced the 
same wiring troubles that all oth¬ 
ers, starting in 1938, '39, ’40, had 
experienced. The Board of Direc¬ 
tors, realizing the need of adequate 
wiring installations, followed very 
closely the recommendations of 
REA in starting the wiring pro¬ 
gram. 

Groups meetings of wiremen 
were held with the Inspector to 
establish procedure and unit prices 
as well as areas to be wired. This 
program was followed through the 
first section of line. 

Minor changes in keeping with 
conditions were made until the 
war emergency caused a radical 
change in procedure. This was giv¬ 
ing a release for connection to 
energized line before inspection. 

The inspector 
was called into 
service of gov¬ 
ernment and 
different part- 
time inspectors 
were secured 
but they were 
not able to do 
justice to the 
program in its 

G. W. Endicott acce 1 e r a t e d 
phase with releases from W. P. B. 
on the food production program. 

Following the war emergency the 
Board felt that a general reinspec¬ 
tion as well as original inspection 
program was to be set up and put 
into operation. The matter was 
brought before the annual meeting 
and unanimously adopted. 

Kenneth Brenningmeyer was giv¬ 
en the regular examination by REA 
Field Personnel and approved as 
full time inspector for S. I. E. C. 

Regular itinerary schedule 
was made up and the reinspec¬ 
tion program was placed in 
operation. This inspection pro¬ 
gram consisted of making a 
complete check of old previous¬ 
ly inspected installations and 
also the new energized connec¬ 
tions which had not been in¬ 
spected. This work required 
about 18 months to complete. 

The reinspection work turned up 
previously inspected jobs which had 
been added to, making them un¬ 
safe and in some cases creating 
hazards. These were rejected and 
owner required to make correc¬ 
tions within 90 days or service was 
disconnected. 

At first considerable opposition 
to the program developed, but af¬ 
ter a lot of "education” on the 
need of this reinspection program. 
This opposition was primarily voic¬ 
ed by individuals who did not co¬ 
operate fully on original inspection, 
but after finding and pointing out 
these necessary corrections this op¬ 
position vanished and full coopera- 
ien was the result of this educa- 
"'nal work. 

In order to speed up connec- 
ons on the energized lines, the 
card, after discussing the need 

Tor the service and also the 
cattered nature of these addi¬ 

tional inspections, voided the 
requirement of inspection prev- 
'ous to connection to energized 
line. 

This policy was followed un- 
iil the latest contract section 
was started, and due to the 
large number of new wiremen, 
a condition developed wherein 
it was necessary for the Board 
to review and amend their 
previous action on connection 
previous to inspection. 
The results of the review* turned 

up the facts that the trouble was 
being found on these newer wire- 
men who were not wiring full 
time and took very little interest 
in their work other than collection 
of their charge and leaving the 
member to make all corections 
necessary to bring the installation 
up to minimum requirements. 

The older wiremen who had been 
working on the project and through 
the coop office were requesting 
some distinction be made between 
wiremen. The Board, in keeping 
with their policy of working with 
the wiremen, investigated the pos¬ 
sibility of bonding the wiremen 
to insure satisfactory work on the 
project or else some means be avail¬ 
able to provide for necessary cor¬ 
rections. 

Previous to this period the 
cooperative wiremen were di¬ 
vided into three groups; (1) 
cooperative approved group 

NEWS FROM 

Adams 
Camp Point, IB. 

DEAN SEARLS, Supt. 

Some of the uses of electricity on 

the farm have been overlooked by 

many users. Initially our members 

think of lights—then the refrigera¬ 

tor, washing machine, iron etc. 

Among the first uses to be consider¬ 

ed, is the added fire protection that 

may be had for a very small in¬ 

vestment. We admit the improba¬ 
bility of all farms having a com¬ 
plete water system, but practical¬ 
ly all farms could have a small 
water system with a few lengths 
of hose which would give the farm¬ 
stead some protection in case of 
a small fire and would undoubtedly 
pay for the investment involved. 

wiremen, (2) approved wire- 
men, (3) wiremen. 

The first group, cooperative ap¬ 
proved group, was made up of the 
older wiremen who agreed to (1) 
take any and all jobs sent on, (2) 
wire at established unit price, <3) 
wire on any assigned part of the 
project. 

The second group was made up 
of part time wiremen who had 
made satisfactory installations, but 
did not follow the established unit 
price, nor would take any jobs sent 
on, nor would they go any place 
on project. \ 

The third group was all others 
who felt they could wire, and had 
no connections through the Cooper¬ 
ative, but were contracted for by 
the member individually. 

At the request of the wiremen in 
the first group, the manager con¬ 
tacted and arranged for bonding of 
the wiremen for protection of the 
members. The bonding is beneficial 
both to cooperative, member, and 
wireman. The cooperative is then in 
a position to actually recommend 
the bonded wiremen to members 
planning on wiring, and will make 
connections to energized lines, of 
their installations previous to in¬ 
spection. 

The bonded wireman agrees to 
install satisfactory work and also 
to take any and all jobs sent on, 
as well as any place on the project, 
and also that in case of unsatis¬ 
factory installation at inspection, 
that the cooperative is authorized 
to have the installation corrected 
and bill the wireman for the cost 
if not corrected within 10 days 
following inspection and rejection. 

The wiremen personally secure 
individual bonds from the bonding 
company and the cooperative gives 
the record of the individual wire- 
man to the bonding company agent 
when requested previous to issuing 
of the bond. 

Many users of electricity have 
thought of their 
water ^ systems 
only in terms of 
the benefits of 
water in the 
home and hav¬ 
ing the conven¬ 
ience of hot and 
cold water spi¬ 
gots in the kit¬ 
chen and bath. 

Dean Searls but have entire¬ 
ly overlooked the necessity of ever 
needing a spigot and a length of 
hose, or two nearby where they 
could be used in case of fire. 

We sincerely hope that we see 
and hear of more water systems 
being installed on the farmsteads 
for the added fire protection at 
present, then the system may be 
added to for the other conveniences 
which will undoubtedly follow. 

LETTERS WE APPRECIATE 

Thank you for your letter of Nov. 
8th. 

“Mr. Searls: I wish to congratu¬ 
late your men on the quick restor¬ 
ing of power in replacing a pole 
about 10 days ago when it was 
broken by the car hitting it near 
the Fred Lewis farm.” 

R. B. Putman. 

Mr. Searls reply as follows:— 
Same Date, "Dear Mr. Putnam: 
I appreciate your very fine com¬ 
ments contained in your recent let¬ 
ter about the quick restoring of 
service when one of our poles was 
broken by a truck which collided 
with it. As you undoubtedly know, 
we have recently equipped our 
service trucks and main office with 
t w o-w a y radio communication 
equipment. This equipment played 
a major part in enabling us to make 
repairs speedily on this occasion. 
When we received the first outage 
call, a crew was immediately dis¬ 
patched, and as soon as they had 
surveyed the damage, they radioed 
the main office to have a new pole 
brought to the scene of the acci¬ 
dent. By the time that this crew 
had dug a hole for the new pole, 
a second crew arrived with the 
new pole and assisted the first 
crew in making the repairs. The 
outage in this case would have been 
from one to two hours longer if 
we had not had two-way Radio 
equipment. 

"Your appreciation of our service 
adds impetus to our work, and en¬ 
courages all of us to do a better 
job. Very truly yours,” Dean Searls, 
manager. 

Another Member writes: Payson, 
Illinois, November 3. 

"Adams Electrical Cooperative: 
Enclosed find check for our service 
bill. We are well pleased with the 
service we are receiving, and we 
are very thankful to have electri¬ 
city. Mrs. Emmet A. Willis.” 

It is comments such as these that 
we appreciate, and reassure us that 
our efforts to make the best-possi¬ 
ble service available has not been 
in vain. 

NEWS FROM 
Clay Electric 
Cooperative 

Flora, Illinois 

Elmo A. Cates, Mgr. 

Telephone Numbers 

Office (8 it-rn. to 5 p.m.) Flora, 78R 

Homes (Night or Sunday) 

E. A. Cates Flora 389J 

James Erwin Flora 312J 

Henry Mix Flora Rural 8F31 

Construction of our ”F” Section 

by contract is progressing very 

rapidly and part of it should be 

energized by the 
time this news 
is p u b 1 ished. 
Our contractor 
(Oil Field Elec¬ 
tric Company) 
has agreed to 
const ruct an 
additional for- 
t y-three miles 
of line which 

Elmo A. Cates will add appro¬ 

ximately one hundred new con¬ 

sumers. As material is available 

this construction will be completed 

along with the original contract. 

Our force account construction 

crew has completed five miles of 

line, connecting thirteen consumers 

in the past month. 

Clearing 

In patroDing our lines we 

have noticed a number of 

places where the owner has 

cleared the underbrush along 

his fence under our lines. We 
appreciate this very much as 
this eliminates a hazard that 
could possibly cause line out¬ 
ages. To those of you that 
haven’t had time as yet, we are 
sure you will want to do it dur¬ 
ing the winter months as an 
improvement to the appearance 
of your farm, and an assurance 
of better electric service. 
If there are trees leaning toward 

the line, which you wish to cut, 
notify your cooperative and we 
will send a wench truck in order 
to fell it clear of the line. 

Outages 

Although it was unpleasant work¬ 
ing we were able to find the broken 
insulators the night of September 
16 because of the continous rain. 

We regret that because of poor 
telephone service, we were unab’e 
to receive the message prior to 
this date in time to check it while 
the insulators were still wet. 

The following members have in¬ 
stalled electric stoves: George Mar¬ 
tin, Lue Sefton, Leslie Conley. 

Manager’s Conference 

Your manager during the 

NEWS FROM 

Farmers Mutual 
Geneseo. QL 

WALTER PARSON, Mgr. 

About a year ago we made a very 

thorough study as to the capacity 

of the cooperative’s facilities at that 

time and its relationship to the an¬ 

ticipated demands to be made upon 
it in the future. As a result of this 
survey, your Board of Directors, 
REA and I decided to initiate a 
rather extensive program which 
was started the first of this year. 

We are especially pleased to be in 
a position to in¬ 

form all of our 
members that 
the rehabilita¬ 
tion work, con¬ 
sisting of a very 
thorough job of 
line clearance, 
adding addition¬ 
al poles, anch¬ 
ors, conductors, 
and construc¬ 

tion of new lines providing for a 
more uniform balance of the load 
upon the various circuits, is in the 
stage of final completion. 

We want to thank all of our 
members for the patience and con¬ 
siderate attitude they have shown 
in the last several months. We 
have done most of the work while 
the lines were energized, but it 
has been necessary on many oc¬ 
casions to interrupt the service 
while transferring wires, making 
connections, etc. We know these 
interruptions caused many of you 
members a great deal of inconven¬ 
ience. However, we are of the opin¬ 
ion, henceforth every member 
(farmstead), irrespective of loca¬ 
tion, should receive exceptionally 
adequate, uniform and dependable 
service. In making the aforesaid 
prediction, we have taken into con¬ 
sideration adverse weather condi¬ 
tions. 

Your cooperative’s present 
facilities are adequate and 
should be sufficiently depend¬ 
able so that any member, re¬ 
gardless of location, should not 
hesitate to install such equip¬ 
ment as electric range, deep¬ 
freeze, pressure water system, 
water heater, electric ironer, up 
to 5 H. P. motor for power, etc. 

Electricity is the cheapest com¬ 
modity on the farm and those of 
you who have most of the equip¬ 
ment listed above use enough elec¬ 
tricity so that your rates are lower. 
It costs you less than we folks 
here in town pay for a correspond¬ 
ing amount. Why not let electricity 
do the work for you? 

Your cooperatives next Annual 
board meeting wiH be held January 
27, 1949, and each one of you mem¬ 
bers will receive a special invita¬ 
tion to attend. We hope to have a 
good attendance. 

Remember your present Board of 
Directors have given very freely of 
their time in looking after the in¬ 
terests of your cooperative and they 
haven’t taken any compensation 
whatsoever for these many years of 
service. They pay exactly the same 
rate for their electric service as the 
rest of you members pay. 

You can best show your apprecia¬ 
tion to your Board of Directors for 
the competent service they have 
and are rendering by attending the 
annual meeting, January 27. 

Your Board of Directors and I 
thank you for the cooperation 
shown us, especially in recent 
months, when your electric service 
was interrupted so often. 

month of October attended the 
last of a series of conferences 
held by the heads of the man¬ 
agement division of REA at 
Jacksonville, Illinois for the 
manager’s and directors of HI. 
cooperatives for the purposes 
of discussing and compiling of 
manual for the use of managers 
in meeting their day-to-day 
problems. 

Visitors 

Mr. Dean Dearls, manager e~ the 
Adams Electrical Cooperative,* ac¬ 
companied by his wife, flew in to 
visit her Uncle and Aunt, Mr. and 
Mrs. Ralph Osborne, who are mem¬ 
bers of this cooperative, living east 
of Sailor Springs. 

Dean Coffman, field representa¬ 
tive of the management division of 
REA has been making a manage¬ 
ment survey and 10- year forcast 
for your cooperative. This is a very 
important service rendered by REA 
at no cost to the cooperative. 
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'None Waiting For Service 
From Clinton County Co-op’ 

Clinton County Electric Cooperative has achieved virtual 
areawide coverage. All applicants on the waiting list have been 
served except a relatively few who are not ready for service. 
 This was revealed by Co-op Manager Joseph Heimann at 
the cooperative's 10th annual meeting held in the Breese High 
School gymnasium, October 21. Ap¬ 
proximately 850 members attended. 

The meeting marked a decade of 
progress in extending rural elec¬ 
trification to all in the area who 
want it. In sharp contrast was the 
first annual meeting, 10 years ago, 
as Co-op President Vince Albers 
pointed out, when no one had yet 
been served. 

Traces History 
From the organization meeting 

in March, 1939 until the present 
day, Albers traced the development 
and accomplishments of rural elec¬ 
tric system. 

Albers told of the problems en¬ 
countered in qualifying for the 
first allotment from the Rural Elec¬ 
trification Administration as the 
625 initial members were not suffic¬ 
ient to guarantee the REA mini¬ 
mum income per mile. It was over¬ 
come by “a lot of hard work” and 
the required number were finally 
obtained and with it a loan of 
$284,000 on July 19, 1939. Construc¬ 
tion began the following Septem¬ 
ber in March of 1940 the first lines 
were energized. 

The president told of subsequent 
building programs and that as of 
October, 1948 A total of 1660 mem¬ 
bers were receiving electriciy over 
620 miles of line. 

Spoke of Rates 
In speaking of rates, Albers said 

that there have been no increases 
since the original schedule was 
established 10 years ago despite 
the original schedule was establish¬ 
ed 10 years ago despite the substan¬ 
tial rise in the costs of other com¬ 
modities. It may be necessary, how¬ 
ever, to revise the rate schedule 
upward, he said, if the wholesale 
rate from the power supplier goes 
up substantially. The co-op’s power 
supplier has asked for a 20 per 
cent boost ,but the contract is still 
being negotiated. 

“If the increases become neces¬ 
sary, I am sure you will all agree 
with your Board of Trustess that 
we must keep our cooperative in 
good financial standing with suffic¬ 
ient revenue to give the best of 
service. The goal of your trustees 
has always been to furnish the 
best electric service at a minimum 
of cost,” Albers said. 

Treasurer R. W. Holtgrave’s re¬ 
port showed that the system paid 
$5,301 in taxes last year and $9,151 
interest on its REA loan. 

Line Building 

During the preceding 12 month 
period, the co-op built 29 miles of 
line to bring electricity to 115 new 
members. No one in the area who 
is ready for service is waiting for 
it from Clinton County Electric. 
This is what Manager Heimann an¬ 
nounced in his report. 

The cooperative has embarked on 
a five-year program of rebuilding 
and heavying up the system to meet 
ultimate demands, Heimann said. 
The improvements will increase the 
voltage deficiency created by the 
ever-growning energy demands of 
the members which reached a 194 
kilowatt monthly average in May. 

The manager said that the re¬ 
construction work will require out¬ 
ages, but the current would be 
shut off at periods when most 
oonvenient to a majority of the 
users. He asked for the cooperation 
and understanding of the member¬ 
ship. 

Ultimate Solution 
While system Improvements will 

result in better service, the problem 
of low voltage will not be finally 
solved until the power company 
supplying the co-op, can furnish 
adequate and dependable amounts 
of wholesale power, Heimann as¬ 
serted. This is not expected until 
1950. 

Referring to charges made by 
anti-co-op propaganda, that co-ops 
don’t pay taxes, the manager de¬ 
clared, “we pay all other taxes ex¬ 
cept federal income taxes and we 
don't pay them because we are a 
non-profit organization without in¬ 
come.” 

He told that the capital credits 

plant passed at the last annual 
meeting had been put in operation 
and explained it briefly. The mem¬ 
bers’ share in the co-op has been 
credited to them and “one day 
your share will be large enough 
to retire all the borrowed capital.” 

Thanks Members 
The manager thanked the mem¬ 

bers for their cooperation in re¬ 
porting outages, tree-trimming, 
and brush clearing and asked it 
to be continued. - 

At outstanding event on the pro¬ 
gram was the presentation of the 
President's Medal of the National 
Safety Council to Harold Korte of 
Lebanon, for saving a life. On June 
7, 1948, Korte resuscitated co-op 
lineman, Joseph Hulsmann who 
suffered a severe electric shock 
while repairing a transformer at 
the Korte home. D. B. Birdie, Illi¬ 
nois safety instructor, made the 
presentation. 

Entertainment was furnished by 
the Wessel Trio, the Kunz Sister, 
and Skeets and Frankie. Distribu¬ 
tion of gifts concluded the meeting. 

Under the staggered term for 
trustees, Ben Rensing, Charles 
Pigg and John Vahlkamp were 
named to three-year terms. Wylma 
Haake, Myrtle Dierkes and Robert 
Holtgrave were re-elected to two- 
year terms, and Fred Korte, Fred 
Fruend and Vincent Albers to one 
year terms. 

^uiLINOIS SAFETY INSTRUCTOR D. B. Bidle (left) presents National Safety Council president’s 
Medal to Harold Korte of Lebanon who is credited with saving the life of lineman Joseph Hulsmann 
(right). Korte gave Hulsmann artificial respiration when the latter suffered a severe electric shock while 
repairing a transformer at the Korte home. 

Illinois ranks first in food pro¬ 
cessing plants and kindred activi¬ 
ties. 

SKEETS AND FRANKIE quartet provided lively entertainment at the Clinton County Electric Coop¬ 
erative annual meeting. 

NEWS FROM 
Southwestern 
Electric Co-op 

Greenville, 111. 

V. C. KALLAL, Manager 

TELEPHONE NUMBERS 

Bond County—Office, Greenville, Tel. 
366. Office Hours: 8:00 A.M. to 5 :0« 
P.M. except Sundays or Holidays. 
Before or after office hours, on Sun¬ 
days, call: Paul G. Morgan, Green- 
vie 796, or V. C. Kallal, Greenville 
379. 

Fayette County—Maurice Ketten, Van- 
dalia 982. 

Madison County—Ed. Barnes, Edwards- 
ville 1087. 

By the time you read this, your 

cooperative will have almost com¬ 

pleted another calendar year. The 

year 1948 enabled your cooperative 
to extend service to 800 new mem¬ 
bers. To reach these new members 
some 270 miles of new line had to 
be built. At the same time, four 

• more substations were put into 
service. Also, there were about 40 
or more miles of line which had 
to be completely replaced with 
heavier poles and conductor. 

Each consumer is now one of 
about 4,600 using service at the 
rate of 187 kilowatt hours per 
month for the year of 1948 com¬ 
pared with 171 kilowatt hours 
for the year 1947. It is estimat¬ 
ed that the monthly average 

kilowatt consumption fop 1949 
will be 200 or more. This seems 
like a let and yet in most farm 
homes, there are jobs like wa¬ 
ter pumping, water heating, 
etc. that are done in the same 
way as they were 30 to 40 years 
ago. 

After the majority of farm homes 
have installed 
modern plumb¬ 
ing, heating and 
air - condition¬ 
ing, t4ie average 
monthly k i 1 o- 
watt consump¬ 
tion may be 600 
to 800. 

The year 1949 
should find ma¬ 
terials and 

readily available 
V. C Kallal 

equipment more 
so that a large number of the farm 
homes can be modernized to the 
extent that the electric service can 
be truly appreciated. 

TROY AREA 
We wish to thank the members 

for their fine spirit of cooperation 
during the past few weeks when 
it was necessary to interrupt serv¬ 
ice in order that the south main 
feeder line out of the Troy substa¬ 
tion could be built. Work has now 
progressed to the point where only 
a few services will have to be in¬ 
terrupted at any one time. The 
work done to date and the work 
planned for the next few weeks 
will' also improve voltage in the 
area south of St. Jacob. At this 

time, we are having some trouble 
getting the right-of-way across 
Silver Creek at U. S. 40 Highway. 
Both the Highway Department and 
the land-owners have temporarily, 
at least, delayed the work at this 
point. 

EXPANSION 

In both Bond and Fayette Coun¬ 
ties. the work of extending the 
service to new members has been 
slowed up somewhat on account 
of bad weather. However, there 
should be a majority of the time 
between now and spring when sat¬ 
isfactory progress can be made. 
Usually by picking jobs during the 
winter, the work can be carried 
on with very little interruption. 

LETTER 
Roscoe B. Early of Alhambra 

writes us: “We are pleased with 
the continued good service we 
receive from Southwestern, not 
that it could not be improved, 
but we realize.that there are 
problems these times that can¬ 
not be overcome at once. Many 
new connections for service 
have been made nearby in the 
past two years; even those who 
could not see electric service at 
all at first, now make good use 
of pole lights at night. I believe 
there are not more than five 
farm homes in this township 
that are without electric service 
at present. 

The following have purchased 
ranges since the last issue: Marlowe 
Ketcham, Rt. No. 2, Edwardsville; 

Norman Frazier, Greenville; D .R. 

Eaker, Rt. No. 1, Moro; Elizabeth 

Niehaus, Rt. No. 2, Granite City; 

Virgil Benefiel, Smithboro. 

Albert Niggli, Highland; Anton 

Bijan, Rt. No. 1, Bethalto; Cecil C. 

Hodge, Rt. No. 1, Moro; Glen E. 

Frakes, Rt. No. 1, Edwardsville; 

Herman Lansford, Brownstown; 

Elvis Carter, Rt. No. 5, Greens¬ 

ville; Elmer Brittin, Rt. No. 2, 

Collinsville. 

Roy Buzzard of Beecher City 

writes us: “Five years September 

20th since we have been using elec¬ 

tricity; it is still the finest piece 

of furniture we ever had.” 

Regarding Annual* Meeting at 

the Greenville High School Gym, 

October 16, Otto Lotrich wrote us: 
“We were over to the meeting last 
Saturday and had a real good time, 
and are well pleased with the way 
the Co-op is being handled. Many 
thanks.” 

OPERATING REPORT 
SEPTEMBER, 1948 

Miles Energized     1,463.98 
Revenue Per Mile   $20.45 
Total Connected Members .... 4,433 
Density Per Mile    3.05 
Average Bill   $6.81 
Average KWH Used   184.99 
% Minimum Bills    16% 
KWH Sold   812.860 

SEPTEMBER. 1947 

Miles Energized   1,139.25 
Revenue Per Mile  $19.39 
Total Connected Members .... 3.669 
Density Per Mile    2.07 
Average Bill      $0.65 
Average KWH Used    173.05 
% Minimum Bills    23% 
KWH Sold     621,241 

Jo-Carrol Animal 
Meeting, Dec. 7 

Jo-Carroll Electric Cooperative of 
Elizabeth will hold its ninth annual 
meeting, December 7, in the Lincoln 
school, Savanna. 

Earl Wisdom, manager of the 
Iowa State Cooperative Association, 
will be the principal speaker. Reports 
will be given by cooperative officers 
and manager. 

A program of entertainment will 
be provided. Each of the co-op's nine 
directors will be responsible for ob¬ 
taining one feature of the entertain¬ 
ment. Lunch will be served by church 
organizations in Savanna. Election of 
officers will be held. 

The Jo-Carroll membership now 
numbers more than LOGO. 
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Farm Machinery Dealers 
(From Page One) 

portions that Congress is going to 
toe compelled to take action.” 

Tax Provisions 
Williams’ amendment to the tax 

bill, offered during the ’‘special” 
session of Congress would tax pre¬ 
sently exempt co-ops on income 
minus cash patronage dividends 
and apply this exemption only to 
co-ops buying and selling exclu¬ 
sively for Its members. 

It would tax aH other co-ops on 
all revenue and tax them on ac¬ 
cumulated savings belonging to the 
members. Furthermore, it would 
require all co-ops to file reports 
on accumulated savings, patronage 
dividends and the interest of its 
members in the association. 

The present tax bill will expire 
at the end of the 80th Congress. 
Its provisions can and probably will 
toe written into a new bill to be 
considered by idle 81st Congress 
which convenes in January. 

When he introduced his amend¬ 
ment, Senator Williams declared, 
*T am offering this amendment 
and asking that it be referred to 
the Finance Committee in order 
that this important question might 
toe studied during the recess.” 

Well Publicized 
Pointing out that a five-year 

campaign has been waged to ob¬ 
tain “tax equality” through forcing 
co-ops to pay a tax on their sav¬ 
ings to members, the article in 
"Implement & Tractor” observed 
that “what looks like the final 
round in the tax-equality fight is 
coming up and 1949 may well be 
the Year of Decision.” 

Explaining that it may have 
been just as well that the climax 
in the effort to tax the savings of 
co-ops did not come up sooner, the 
article comments: 

"It has taken time and pat¬ 
ience research to ferret out 
the multiplicity of special priv¬ 
ileges that the co-ops have 
wrangled for themselves, all 
the crafty provisions they have 
had written into laws and re¬ 
gulations over a long period 
of years, all under their cloak 
of so-called non-profit “good¬ 
ness.” Taxpayers know’ most of 
the story now. They have 
learned to translate co-op dou¬ 
ble-talk. They have smoked out 
the collectivist affiliations of 
some segments of the co-op 
movement. They have assembl¬ 
ed and analyzed the stagger¬ 
ing plans for co-op expansion 
to dominence.” 
Suggesting that farmer-owned 

cooperatives are themselves a 
threatened form of monopoly, the 
article tells of the bill authored by 
Congressman Noah M. Mason of 
Illinois in the 80th Congress which 
proposes to amend the Capper-Vol¬ 
stead law of 1922 in a way that 
would make farm co-ops subject 
to prosecution under the anti-trust 
laws, “just like any other monopo¬ 
lies”. 

Power To Destroy 
Senator Williams is quoted as 

saying, "The power to tax is the 
power to destroy.” He goes on to 
observe that “those who want co¬ 
operatives to continue to escape 
the payment o# taxes would by 
their votes limit individual initia¬ 
tive and ultimately concentrate 
economic power in an all-powerful 
state.” 

"I make bold to assert, therefore, 
that if this issue is not resolved, 
the American way of life as we 
have known it for a century «and 
a half will ultimately be destroyed,” 
WiHiams said. “When the final vote 
is taken upon this issue, it will con¬ 
stitute the most important test of 
our domestic economic policy ever 
to face the United States Senate.” 

Hits At Others 
Discussing bills which are aimed 

at seriously crippling farmer-own¬ 
ed cooperatives, the article confi¬ 
dently predicts that tax measures 
so designed “wiH, of bourse, be re¬ 
written and passed by the next 
Congress” and "will pay at least 
some attention to the national in¬ 
terest and welfare which co-ops 
have ignored for so long that they 
have forgotten that anyone else 
exists.” 

Like the co-ops, the TVA is des¬ 
cribed as “big business” in the ar¬ 
ticle and is condemned for “com¬ 
peting directly with private, tax- 
paying enterprise.” Gleefully the 
author praises the fight which de¬ 
feated an item for the building of 
a steam generating plant to firm 
up TVA hydro power and describ¬ 
ed TVA as "screaming bloody mur- 

FARMERS RECEIVE MORE MONEY FOR 

MILK $ CREAM SOLD TO CONSUMERS 
PRICE PER HUNDRED POOHDS OF MU.K 

MILK SOLD TO 
CONSUMERS 

$3.30 

CREAM SOLD TO 
CONSUMERS 

EVAPORATED 
MILK 

BUTTER & 
CHEESE 

$2-90 

DIFFERENTIAL ABOVE OR 6SLOW EVAPORATED PRjCE 

$ .70 

$.oo $-.?o 

Source: Federal Milk Market Administration 
Chicago, Illinois 

Grade A Milk 
Price Highest 

Prepared in Department of 
Agricultural Economics, 
Coiiege of Agriculture, 

' University of Illinois 

Prices paid farmers for Grade A Milk sold to 
consumers are higher than those paid for evapo¬ 
rated milk or milk made into butter or cheese. 
In J945, the price for Grade A milk in Chicago 
averaged 70 cents per 100 pounds ($3.30-2.60), 
or cent per quart more than that paid for 
evaporated milk. 

Grade A Cream Grade A cream also brings a premium over the 
Price Also 
Higher 

Grade A Milk 
Costs More to 
Produce 

price paid for evaporated milk. In 1946, the 
price for Grade A milk separated into cream in 
Chicago averaged 30 cents per 100 pounds, or 
about 2/3 of a cent a quart more than that paid 
for evaporated milk. 

Why are the prices of Grade A milk and cream 
higher than for evaporated milk or milk made 
into butter or cheese? 

ANSWER: Because it costs more to get far¬ 
mers to produce milk which meets Grade A re¬ 
quirements than it does for milk evaporated or 
made into butter or cheese. 

Roland W. Bartlett. Professor 
Agricultural Economic* 
University of Illinois 

NEWS FROM 
Menard 
Petersburg, 111. 

A. E. BECKER, Mgr. 

Dear Member: After serving your 
cooperative for the past 12 years 
as manager and taking an active 
part in its growth and progress 
from the beginning to help bulid 
it into one of the largest in Illi¬ 
nois, you will appreciate hcsv I 
felt when I tendered my resigna¬ 
tion to the Board of Directors at 
the October board meeting. 

The success and rapid expansion 
of the Menard Electric Coopera¬ 
tive has been made possible 

thro uigh the 
combined efforts 
and loyalty of 
the e m p 1 oyees, 
who have work- 
e d with me 
faithfully over 
the past years. 
They have all 
been proud of 
their part in 

A. E. Becker making our co¬ 
operative an outstandin gone. 

I also wish to thank all of our 
directors who have taken their re- 

der, like a badly spoiled brat, when 
its demands are denied.” 

Quoting Henry J. Taylor, prom¬ 
inent spokesman for the big busi¬ 
ness interests of the country, as 
having described the Oak Ridge, 

. Tennessee, steam plant as the larg¬ 
est ever constructed” thus not re¬ 
quiring additional power from the 
TVA system, the article adds, “that 
seems to indicate that it isn’t Oak 
Ridge but the greedy bureaucrats 
who want the steam plant. It ought 
to be licked again next year.” 

The entire article appeared to be 
excitedly anticipating that the 81st 
Congress will contain sufficient 
new members who are opposed to 
cooperatives and the public power 
program to bring about a complete 
change in tax laws aimed at ad¬ 
versely affecting farmer-owned as¬ 
sociations and public power pro¬ 
grams. 

“Implement & Tractor” magazine 
describes itself as "The Business 
Paper of the Farm Equipment In¬ 
dustry”. Its editorial in the same 
issue discusses an anti-trust suit 
brought by the government against 
three major farm equipment com¬ 
panies charged with monopolistic 
practices m price-fixing and re- 

I straint of free trade. 

sponsibilities so seriously and who 
have cooperated to the fullest ex¬ 
tent in building our organization 
to its present status. It has been 
a, real experience to work for and 
with men who have the interests 
of our members at heart, who give 
their time and efforts toward mak¬ 
ing our cooperative one of the best 
in the United States. 

There are also many mem¬ 
bers who have become close 
friends over the years we have 
been working together to 
whom I wish to say thanks 
to for their fine cooperation 
and help. I shall still be 
working for the rur^.1 electri¬ 
fication program in Illinois and 
you will be seeing me often as 
I expect to continue my resi¬ 
dence in Petersburg. 
The Menard Electric Cooperative 

is a big part of my life which has 
paid off with dividends that money 
cannot buy. These dividends are 
my many friends among the mem¬ 
bers, directors and employees. I 
sincerely trust that these friend¬ 
ships will continue to grow along 
with my work as manager of your 
Association of Illinoiij Electric Co¬ 
operatives. 

The Illinois REA News stated 
last month that the new State As¬ 
sociation office expected to be open 
December 1st. It will take all of 
December to get my Cooperative 
leave-taking adjusted and a new 
manager selected by your Board 
of Directors, so it will be at least 
January 1, 1949, before the state 
office is opened. In my new posi¬ 
tion as manager of the Association 
of Illinois Electric Cooperatives we 
shall have many mutual problems 
to solve affecting all members of 
every cooperative in Illinois. The 
directors of our state board and 
myself earnestly ask for your sup¬ 
port and cooperation to make the 
rural electrification cooperatives in 
our state a real success. Sincerely 
yours, A. E. Becker, Manager. 

ABOUT THAT VOLTAGE 
Perhaps your premises are lo¬ 

cated in one of the zones that has 
been experiencing low voltage, in 
the early evening, during the pasf 
month. If so, here is some good 
news that you will appreciate. 

Anticipating the heavy de¬ 
mand for power, the manage¬ 
ment of your cooperative con¬ 
ducted a power survey and 
study some time ago to aeer- 
tain the probable requirements 
and future load on the system. 
The first step to improve service 

was to extend feeder lines, revamp 
sections of the system and to build 
two substations. This work was 
completed earlier this year. Even 
while this change was taking place 

two other substation sites were 
contracted for and material order¬ 
ed. This material will be on hand 
before January 1st and work will 
immediately start to get both of 
these new substations completed 
and operating as soon as possible. 

One of the new substations 
will be located about three 
miles east of Virginia, and the 
other near Mason City. The 
completion of these two new 
substations Mill immediately 
enable delivery of adequate 
electricity to all premises over 
the entire system. Everything 
will be done to get the substa¬ 
tions completed and operating 
as soon as possible. In the 
meantime additional regulators 
are being installed at strategic 
locations to further build up 
the voltage over the entire sys¬ 
tem. 
Every member is urged to do as 

many tasks as possible during the 
daylight hours and thus relieve 
the maximum use at night. Your 
cooperation is really appreciated. 

NEW LINES 
Arrangements are now complete 

for Lynn Robison, resident engi¬ 
neer for Larimore and Douglass, 
Inc., to begin riding the new pro¬ 
posed line extensions to be built 
next summer. Over 500 applica¬ 
tions are on file for new exten¬ 
sions. The money has already been 
allotted by REA to pay for build¬ 
ing these lines. 

A close check will be made for 
clear right-of-way in building this 
next section and it is going to be 
mandatory that this right-of-way 
be free from trees. Trees and 
hedge are the major causes for 
outages and a concentrated effort 
will be made to eliminate these 
hazards. 

The line will be staked during 
the winter months and everything 
made ready to begin building dur¬ 
ing the summer of 1949. 

CONTRACT COMPLETED 
Mitchell Korando, construction 

superintendent for the Continental 
Construction Company of Dayton, 
Ohio, has completed his assign¬ 
ment and released all lines to the 
Cooperative. “Mitch” represented 
his firm in a very satisfactory 
manner and his cooperation has 
been sincerely appreciated. 

BETTER SERVICE 
In the November issue of your 

ILLINOIS REA NEW'S attention 
was called to members living in 
the west half of Mason County 
that Alvin Bertram and a helper 
would be stationed in Kilbourne. 
Alvin and his helper, Charles Mul¬ 
len, are now located in Kilbourne. 
They have a truck, all necessary 
equipment, to take eare of main¬ 
tenance and service calls. Mem¬ 
bers in that area - are now asked 
to report calls to ALVIN BERT¬ 
RAM—PHONE 13X, Kilbourne Ex¬ 
change, instead of to Hal Ringland 
as they formerly did. 

OPEN LETTER 
To Hal Ringland, Kilbourne. 
Dear Hal, We want you to know 

that the Cooperative management 
has sincerely appreciated the fine 
cooperation and service which you 
have rendered to its membership 
in the Kilbourne area and to your 
cooperative as "TROUBLE OPER¬ 
ATOR”. It has been a service of 
real responsibility, loyalty and 
demonstration of the true Cooper¬ 
ative spirit. Your cooperation as 
a “trouble reporter” has been 
thoroughly appreciated. Sincerely 
yours, A. E. BECKER, MANAGER. 

To Help Sanford 
Elvin (Zeke) Kenoyer has been 

transferred from the Petersburg 
area to work with Guy Sanford at 
Dawson. Zeke will work -with Guy 
Sanford in serving the territory 
East of Springfield. The Kenoy- 
ers plan to move to Dawson and 
already have purchased a home 
there. 

Harold Brunk, Virginia, Is now 
employed to serve as helper for 
Ray Logan. Mr. Logari has charge 
of maintenance in Cass and Mor¬ 
gan Counties with headquarters at 
Virginia, Illinois. Members living 
in these counties wiH continue to 
call Virginia Exchange—Phone 190 
to report trouble. 

These changes have all been, de¬ 
veloped to increase efficiency of 
service to the membership m the 
areas served. 

Returns Home # 

Guy Sanford has returned to his 
home in Dawson following nearly 
three months hospitalization at St. 
John’s Hospital in Springfield. Guy 
suffered severe electric burns while 
refusing a transformer and was a 
patient at the hospital the entire 
time. 

Guy has requested that his sin¬ 
cere appreciation and thanks be 
extended all members who mailed 
him cards, letters, gifts and fiow- 

NEWS FROM 
Western Illinois 

Carthage, 111. 

L. C MARVEL, Supt. 

A total of 34 miles of poles have 
been set. Completed seven miles of 
line. Energized 7 miles of line. Com¬ 
pleted six force account work or¬ 
ders. Staked 42 miles of line; total 

to date 238 
miles. Complet¬ 
ed 1% miles of 
three phase con- 
v e r s ion, and 
connected one 
third of the 
members to the 
new sub-station. 
After we com¬ 
plete more of 
the line conver¬ 

sion more of the members will be 

connected to the new sub-station 
which will relieve the low voltage 
condition. Some of our members 
have reported to us that their ser¬ 
vice has been better since the new 

substation has been in operation. 
We are also negotiating service 

connection with the Illinois Power 
Company north of Stronghurst 
from their new substation in order 
to relieve low voltage condition in 
that area until we get line conver¬ 
sion completed for that area. 

Harry Clarke, and Miss Mar¬ 
guerite Goffett, REA Auditors 
have completed the annual 
audit of the cooperative books, 
and records. 
Miss Mary Brady, bookkeeper, is 

at her home in Warsaw convalesc¬ 
ing from an operation that she 
underwent recently in St. Mary’s 
Hospital in Quincy. She is recover¬ 
ing nicely and expects to be back 
on the job soon. 

L. C. Marvel, manager, and Mr. 
Lee Leonard, line foreman, attend¬ 
ed the meeting of the engineering 
department of Rural Electrification 
Administration of Washington, 
November 16th, which was held in 
Chicago. They also stayed over and 
attended the Annual National Farm 
Electrification Conference which 
was held at the Congress Hotel, 
Chicago, November 17-39th. 

We wish to repeat the article 
in last months news item, that 
it is very vital that the mem¬ 
bers cooperate in getting the 
right-of-way cleared so that 
when we get ready to string 
wire on the new lines we will 
not be held up' on account of 
the clearing not being done. In 
a number of places the mem¬ 
bers who are already on Idle 
line can be of great help to 
those neighbors who are on the 
proposed line If they would co¬ 
operate in both clearing the 
right-of-way and signing ease¬ 
ments so that the line can be 
built to their neighbors. 

NEW MEMBERS 
Joe and Ruby Sutton, Webster, 

Leonard C. and Lena F. Kelly, 
Carthage; Lee C. and Arbutus Van- 
Winkle, Carthage; Elmer and Bes¬ 
sie Grotts, LaHarpe; Lester and 
Bessie Walker, Dallas City; Arthur 
and Clevie Scholl, Biandinsville. 

NEW APPLIANCES 
L. A. Crette, 50 Gal. Water Heat¬ 

er. 
Ed Easterday, deep freeze, range, 

mangle, room heater, pump in 
barn, Electric fencer, refrigerator, 
radio, motor for grinding and shel¬ 
ling, machine, and iron. 

Mary and Alice Thompson, range 
50 gal. water heater,- refrigerator, 
and furnace. 

John Limkeman, range. 
Leonard Perry, water heater. 
Ralph Hays, 65 gal. water heater. 

Lucy Neff, water heater and range. 
Dale McChesney, range and re¬ 

frigerator. 
Grant Curedon, refrigerator, 

washer, hot pad, radio, water pump/ 

ers while he was in the hospital. 
It wiH be several weeks yet before 
Guy will be able to be back on 
the job and bis many friends are 
invited to call upon him at his 
home. 

SEASON’S GREETINGS 
Hearty and Sincere Greet¬ 

ings for a Happy Holiday Sea¬ 
son to aH members and friends 
of the MENARD ELECTRIC 
COOPERATIVE. Board of 
Directors and Employees. 

L. C. Marvel 
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BORN OF THE WAR, the walkie-talkie goes to work for rural co-op electricity. Adams 
Electric Cooperative of Camp Point has added the two-way portable radio units to speed up 
line staking work and to cut length of outages. Here Co-op Manager Dean Searls explains 
how the new equipment operates to surveying crew who are, left to right, Jim Hall, Harold 
Harkness, Dale Law, (Searls), and Iven Clark. 

Walkie-Talkie Goes to Work for Rural 
Electrification At Adams Cooperative 

Portable two-way radio units 
-—walkie talkies — have been 
purchased by Adams Electric 
Cooperative of Camp Point in 
the interests of improved ef¬ 
ficiency. 

Presently being used 
chiefly by the surveying 
crew to speed up line stak¬ 
ing work, the walkie- 
talkies should also come in 
handy in decreasing the 
length of outages and in 
patrolling the lines from 
the air after storms. 
The instruments enable the 

co-op to stake a third to 50 
per cent more miles of line than 
was formerly possible. One 
unit of the walkie-talkie is 
carried by the man who oper¬ 
ates the surveying instrument 
while the other unit is carried 
by the staking crew chief. The 
chief is accompanied by the 
rodman and the staker. The 
rodman can be aligned with 
the surveying instrument via 
the two-way radio even though 
the instrument man is out of 
sight. 

Formerly it was neces¬ 
sary to use hand signals or 
to shout instructions which 
required much more 
time. The portable radio 
sets eliminate the old 
method and speeds up the 
job. Adams co-op is the 
first in the country to use 
the portable two-way 
radio units for this kind of 
work. 
The walkie-talkie units 

weigh seven pounds and are 
carried by means of shoulder 
straps. The earphone and 
microphone are contained in 
a cradle-type set, similar to the 
modern telephone receiver and 
transmitter. This is strapped to 
the shoulder, leaving the hands 
free for other work. 

The portable units per¬ 
mit conversations between 
distances of from two to 
three miles. In addition, 
they operate on the same 
frequency as the other 
two-way radio equipment 
is the co-op trucks and at 
the main office and com- 

TRANSIT MAN, Jim Hall, gives instructions over the 
walkie-talkie, enabling the rodman to be aligned with the 
surveying instrument. Hall cannot see the staking crew chief. 

munication with trucks can 
be established over a 
range of five to six miles. 
Contact with the head¬ 
quarters from the walkie- 
talkies can be made at dis¬ 
tances of about 10 miles. 
Where lines extend through 

fields, they have to be 
patrolled on foot. By means of 
the portable units, a great deal 
of time can be saved in bring¬ 
ing crews to the trouble spots 
quickly thus reducing the 
length of outages considerably. 
If granted permission to use 
a walkie-talkie in an airplane, 
still more efficient spotting of 
line damage and dispatching of 
repair crews will result. 

ELECTRIC CANDLES 
Among new lighting novelties are 

electric lamps th«t simulate candle 
flame to provide atmosphere in the 
home or restaurant for banquet 
table settings. The imitation can¬ 
dles eliminate fire hazards, won’t 
burn down, and last as long as 1,000 
hours. They can be obtained with 
either medium or candelabra bases 
and in clear, flame tint, frosted, 
amber, red and candle flame (white 
with yellow tip) finishes. 

Duck-Nursery Night Lamp 
A plastic night lamp for the nur¬ 

sery that is molded in the shape of 
a smiling translucent duckling is 
one of the newest lighting items 
ideal for a novelty Christmas gift. 
It is equipped with a six-foot cord 
and a seven-watt, soft-glow bulb. 
The ducks are available in pink, 
blue and white, with contrasting 
trims. 

NEWS FROM 

Clinton County 
Breese, 111. 

JOSEPH HEIMANN, Supt 

Recently one of the members in¬ 
formed us that they were burning 
out quite a few lamp bulbs. On in¬ 
spection we found that this mem¬ 
ber was buying 115 volt lamps. We 
are operating our lines to give you 
120 volts at your meter. The equip¬ 
ment you purchase should be of 
this voltage rating. 

We have now completed testing 
all the electric watt hour meters 

on the systems. 

In the past 
when a member 
complained of $ 
fast meter the 
meter tester 
made a trip to 
the members 
premises and in 
95 per cent of 
the cases found 

J. H. Heiman a slow meter. 
This was before the meteirs were 
tested. To test these meters at the 
member’s request cost your co-op 
considerable money. At the Nov. 
meeting of the Board of Trustees 
the following policy in regard to 
meter complaint was adopted: 

BE IT RESOLVED by the 
Board of Trustees that after 
January 1, 1949 in the cases of 
compalints on meters the mem¬ 
ber be required to deposit $2.00 
for a demand test. If after the 
test the meter is found to be 
within 2 percent correct the 
$2.00 be used to pay the cost of 
the test. If the meter is found 
to be defective the $2.00 will be 
returned to the member. 

RANGE RATES 
We have considerable inquiry at 

the office about a special rate for 
electric ranges. The Farm and 
Home Rate Schedule under which 
you are billed is so set up to give 
you rates for your range compar¬ 
able to the special range rate of 
most electric companies. 

MORE MEMBERS WANTED 
We have completed all the re¬ 

building and rephasing of the dis¬ 

tribution line for this year. If you 
have a neighbor who does not have 
electricity, talk to him about the 
advantages of cooperative electri¬ 
city. We can start the line to him 
in three days if all right-of-way is 
secured and all right-of-way clear¬ 
ing completed. We are anxious to 
get these people on the line now. 

TELEPHONE NUMBERS 
Office,- Breese, Telephone 76. 

Office Hours: 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
except Sundays and Holidays. 
Before or after office hours 
and on Sundays call: Joseph H. 
Heimann, New Baden 14F14, 
Ernest Becker, Breese 69, Ro¬ 
bert W. Vander Pluym, Breese 
278, Joseph Huelsmann, New 
Baden 59R. 

MONTHLY OPERATION 
REPORT 

Members connected   166S 
Miles of Line    623 40 
Total Billing   10099.69 
Revenue Per Mile    16.20 
Average KWH   159.1 

NEW APPLIANCES 
Refrigerators: Ed H. Liening, 

Chas. B. Voris, John Klukis, Henry 
T. Hampen. 

Washing Machines: John M. 
Brandt. 

Mixer: Stephen Litteken. 
Electric Sweeper: Maurice Cox, 

Herman Wegmann. 
Fan: Frank Straeter. 
Brooder: Elza Harp. 
Sewing Machine: Dean Troutt. 
Water System: Aug. H. Voss Jr, 

Hy. Zurliene, Louis Hempen. 
Milking Machine: Emma Schu¬ 

macher. , 
Milk Cooler: Hy. Zurliene. 
Air Compressor: Louis Hempen. 
Water Heater: C. Seats, Joe K. 

Murray, Frank Straeter. 
Range: C. C. Seats. R. H. Cunn- 

ningham. 
Deep Freeze: Stephen Litteken, 

Charles R. Good. 
Clock: John Klukis, John Mai- 

baum. 
Grain Elevator: Edmund Riess. 

NEW ARRIVALS 
Baby girl, Mr. and Mrs. A1 Zur¬ 

liene, Mascoutah, 'October 20. 
Baby girl, Mr. and Mrs. Emil 

Tebbe, Breese, October 9. 
Baby girl, Mr. and Mrs. A1 Ren- 

schen, Breese, November 4. 
Baby boy, Mr. and Mrs. Robert 

Ratermann, Aviston, October 19. 

SURVEYING AND STAKING has been speeded up as 
much as 50 per cent. Instruction no longer have to be shouted. 
Rodman Dale Law, left, aligns rod with surveying instrument 
even though he can’t see the instrument. Staker Iven Clark 
gets ready to hammer in stake, while Staking Crew Chief 
Harold Harkness keeps in constant contact over wireless 
phone with transit man. 
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Christmas Cookie Time Is Here 
iiiiiiiiimiiimiiieimiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii 

Helpful Hints 
Electric Roaster, 
Useful Supplement 
To Kitchen Range 

To keep tie-backs of curtains to¬ 
gether in laundering, thread them 
all on a large safety pin. 

Never immerse a vacuum jug or 
bottle in water. Clean by filling 
with lukewarm water, shaking and 
rinsing. A bottle brush may be used, 
if necessary. 

* * * 

An empty lipstick container can 
be converted into a pin-and-needie 
case. Remove the lipstick and pack 
the holder with absorbent cotton 
for a cushion. 

Peanuts or popcorn provide suit¬ 
able packing for a gift box of jars 
of candy, jelly and jam. Such 
filler packing keeps the jars from 
rattling or breaking, but adds lit¬ 
tle weight and, of course, can fin¬ 
ally be eaten. 

■* * * 

Brown sugar left on the shelf 
soon dries out and hardens into 
a solid chunk. To break it up, 
remove the lump from the box and 
rub it back and forth on a kitchen 
grater. 

Colorful and gay, the Christmas cookies are as delightful to taste as they are to see . . . and so much fun 
to make! You can trick them up in an original gift package, in a small casserole instead of boxes and they will 
make ideal gifts. Let your immagination run wild wSien it comes to trimmings and use large colorful bows. 

Tricked Up In Original Gift Package 
Holiday Cookies Make Ideal Gifts 

As much a part of the holiday 
season as holly wreaths and Santa 
Claus and tinsel-hung evergreen 
trees are the traditional Christmas 
cookies. Colorful and gay, the 
Christmas cookies are as delightful 
to taste as they are to see . . . 
and so much fun to make! 

Serving cookies is a pleasing 
way to greet the holiday callers. 
And what fun it is to trick them 
up in an original gift package, in 
smaH casseroles, or shiny, attrac¬ 
tive molds instead of boxes. You 
can never quite achieve the Christ¬ 
mas spirit that goes along with 
gifts of luscious goodies whipped 
up in your own kitchen. 

When it comes to trimmings, 
there’s just no end to variety. Let 
your imagination run wild—large 
colorful bows, sprigs of holly, tiny 
tinkling bells, or a holiday trinket 
tied on the top. 

Cookie Trimmings 
Little Santas, reindeer, Christ¬ 

mas trees and stars, wreaths and 
bells may be made from rolled 
Christmas cookie dough. Simple 
trims make them gaily attractive. 
Various colored sugars or candy, 
chopped nuts, cinnamon * sugar, 
chocolate bits, sliced dates, al¬ 
monds, raisins, maraschino cher¬ 
ries or bits of red and green cit¬ 
ron offer a variety of trims ^pr 
the crisp cookies. 

If you want to be really original 
in shaping cut-out cookies, trace 
shapes from magazines or chil¬ 
dren’s cut-out books onto stiff 
cardboard, then cut around them 
on the cookie dough with a sharp 
knife. 

For the cookies you’ll be keep* 
ing to hang on the tree, pierce 
with a toothpick or skewer just 
before baking. The baked-in hole 
allows a string or hooked wire 
ornament holder to be inserted so 
the cookie will hang securely from 
tree branches. 

Gut Fowl Budget 

Freeze chicken and chicken dish¬ 
es when chickens are cheapest, and 
serve them when poultry is high in 
price, thereby saving not only time, 
but money. 

Here are the recipes for some 

real favorites. 

Yuletide Cookies 

% eup shortening 
% teaspoon salt 

1 teaspoon vanilla 
1 cup sugar 
1 tablespoon milk 
4 egg yolks 

1% cups sifted flour 
1 teaspoon baking powder 

Nut meats, chopped 

Blend shortening, salt and van¬ 

illa. Add sugar gradually cream¬ 

ing well, then add milk and 

blend. Beat egg yolks until thick 
and lemon-colored and add to 
creamed mixture. Mix well. Sift 
flour with baking powder. Add to 
shortening mixture and blend. 
Chill. Shape into three-quarter 
inch balls, roll in chopped nuts, 
and place on greased baking sheet 
three inches apart. Bake in mod¬ 
erate oven (350° F.) 15 minutes. 
Makes four dozen cookies. 

The cookie balls may also be 
rolled in tiny colored candies or 
c&lored sugar. 

New Orleans Pralines 
1 cup brown sugar 

% cup molasses 
1 cup cream 
2 tablespoons'butter 

% teaspoon vanilla 
2 cups pecan nutmeats 

Boil the first four ingredients, 
stirring constantly to 238° F. or 
until when tried in cold vt^ter a 
soft ball is formed. Add vanilla, 
pour over the nuts and stir until 
it begins to sugar. Drop from tip 
of spoon in small piles on buttered 
pans. 

St. Nick’s Cut-outs 
5/> cup shortening 
% teaspoon salt 
% teaspoon grated lemon rind 
% teaspoon nutmeg 
1 cup sugar 
2 eggs 
2 cups sifted flour 

% teaspoon soda 

Mix shortening, salt, lemon rind, 
nutmeg, sugar and eggs; beat 
thoroughly. Add flour and soda, 
sifted together; bl^nd well. Chill. 
Roll thin on floured board. Cut 
with Christmas cookie cutters. For 
gloss, brush with slightly beaten 
egg white. Trim with candies, 
dried fruit or sugar. Bake oh 
greased baking sheet in moderate 
oven (375° F.) ter 10-12 minutes. 
Confectioner’s sugar outlines for 

Santa’s clothes or painted boots of 
melted chocolate ean be added aft¬ 
er baking. Makes about four doz¬ 
en cookies. 

Holiday Fruit Cookies 
% cup soft shortening 

1 cup brown sugar, packed in cup 
1 egg 

ti cup thick sour milk 
j :j4 cups sifted enriched flour 

J/2 teaspoon soda 
% teaspoon salt 

cup broken pecans 
1 cup candied cherries, cut in halves 
1 cup cup-up dates 

36 to 42 pecan halves 

Mix together thoroughly short¬ 
ening, sugar, egg. Stir in milk. 
Sift together dry ingredients and 
stir in. Stir in nutmeats and 
fruit. Drop by teaspoonful about 
two inches apart on greased bak¬ 
ing sheet. Place a pecan half on 
each cookie. Bake 10 to 13 min¬ 
utes (just until golden browm and 
“set”) in moderately hot oven. 
Cookies should be soft when taken 
from oven. Makes about three 
and one-half dozen ' cookies two 
inches in diameter. 

Additional fruit and nuts may be 
used if desired. Other kinds of 
fruit and nuts may be substituted, 
such as raisins, citron, candied 
pineapple, or almonds. 

Chocolate Crispies 
2 eggs 
1 cup sugar 

% teaspoon vanilla 
2 ounces chocolate —- 

% cup butter 
% cup flour 
% cup chopped nuts 

Beat eggs slightly and add sugar 
and vanilla. Add chocolate and 
butter that have been melted to¬ 
gether. Add flour, place nuts on 
top of cookie mixture which has 
been spread thinly in pan (one- 
half inch thick). Bake 350° F. 
over for 40-50 minutes. Makes 20 
bars. 

Refrigerator Date Cookies 
1 cup butter or margarine 
2 cups brown sugar 
2 eggs 
1 cup nutmeats 
1 cup dates 

3% cups sifted flour 
1 teaspoon salt 
1 teaspoon baking soda 

Cream butter or margarine and 
sugar thoroughly; add eggs one at 
a time, beating well after each ad¬ 
dition. Add nuts and dates which 
have been put through food chop¬ 
per, then flour sifted with salt and 
soda., Shape in rolls; wrap in 
waxed paper and store in refrig¬ 
erator. Slice thin and bake eight 
minutes at 400°. Yi^ld: eleven to 
twelve dozen. 

For greatest satisfaction, window 
shade rollers should be at least one 
inch in diameter. Since the roller 
is such a small part of the cost of 
the shade, it pays to demand the 
best roller. 

* ♦ W 

When removing a stain from a 
dress or other garment, place the 
stained area inside a pair of em¬ 
broidery hoops. In this way the 
cloth will be held tight for easier 
working. 

Handle Christmas 
Tree With Care To 
Avoid Fire Danger 

Dress your Christmas tree in 
safety as well as beauty this year. 
From the moment you get the 
tree to the time it is given over to 
the rubbish pile, it should be handl¬ 
ed in the safest manner possible 
to avoid the danger of fire. 

In order to prevent drying, it is 
best to keep the tree out of doors 
until time to set it up. Before 
bringing it in, make a fresh saw- 
cut at the base so that moisture 
will be absorbed mor,e readily. Plan 
to set it up in the coolest spot in 
the room. If it is necessary to place 
it near a radiator, turn off the 
heat. 

Put the tree in a bucket of water 
or wet sand, and replenish the 
moisture from time to time as 
needed. Many of the Christmas tree 
standards now on the market are 
equipped with a container for wa¬ 
ter or sand. 

Examine Cords 
Tree-light inspection should be a 

routine matter every year. Sets 
with frayed cords or broken sock¬ 
ets are unsafe to use. Good in¬ 
surance that the lights meet safe¬ 
ty requirements is the Underwrit¬ 
ers’ Laboratories seal on the box 
or the paper band around the wire. 

There is danger, too, in connect¬ 
ing too many sets to one outlet. 
Examine the tree daily, and if need¬ 
les near the light begin to turn 
to brown, shift the light to another 
position. Cotton or paper decora¬ 
tions form a fire hazard, too; non¬ 
flammable ones are far safer. 

Lights should not be left burn¬ 
ing when no one is at home, and 
they should be turned off before 
the family retires for the night. 

Cleaning collars before washing 
garments takes lots of “rub-a-dub- 
dub” out of laundry work. Place a 
white cloth pad or blotter under 
the collar. Sponge with a clean 
cloth dipped in carbon tetrachlor¬ 
ide or other grease solvent. Then 
wash as usual. 

An electric roaster is a useful 

supplement to the kitchen range 

rather than a substitute for it. 

Though a roaster may pinch-hit 

temporarily for a range until the 

family can afford one, its most 

convenient use is as an auxiliary 

stove. 

A roaster is too small for con¬ 

venient general family cooking but 

very useful for extra cooking jobs 

when preparing meals for a large 

group or whenever the range' is 

crowded. On Christmas day, for 

example, when the range oven is 
occupied with pie§, the roaster can 
take care of the turkey. 

An electric roaster not only 
roasts but also pan-broils, fries, 
steams and hakes, although it does 
not bake as well as the oven of 
a modern range. The thermostatic 
control on a roaster makes it pos¬ 
sible to suit the heat to the needs 
of different foods, as the modern 
range oven does. 

No Special Wiring 
The ease with which it 'can be 

moved, and the fact that it can 
be plugged into any outlet and 
does not need the special heavy 
wiring required by an electric 
range, are two important advant¬ 
ages of this appliance. Thus, a 
roaster can be used not only in 
the kitchen but also in the re¬ 
creation room, on the porch or 
terrace in summer, or in commun¬ 
ity halls for special occasions. 

Before buying a roaster, a place 
should be arranged for it in the 
kitchen where it can be used con¬ 
veniently. It should stand at a 
comfortable height near an electric 
outlet. Most housewives find it too 
much of a nuisance to have to lift 
this large appliance out of a cup¬ 
board each time they want to use 
it. 

Here are a few suggestions for 
making a good buy in a roaster. 
A rectangular shape permits fuller 
use than an oval shape. A large 
roaster, around 18-quarts capacity, 
is more practical than a smaller 
size. 

A broiler rack in an inset pan 
is more convenient than one in the 
roaster lid because it can be used 
in both broiling and frym%. Sep¬ 
arate small inset pans, if made of 
ovenware or glass, are good-look¬ 
ing enough to go direct from roast¬ 
er to dining table, thus saving time 
and dish-washing. 

Snow Man Ear Muffs 

No cold ears this v/inter for the 
girl with these gay ear protectors. 
The pair is made of padded red 
felt circles and appliqued white 
and black snow men. A direction 
leaflet for tracing patterns for 
making SNOW MAN EAR MUFFS 
and a pair with bell appliques may 
he obtained by sending a STAMP¬ 
ED, SELF-ADDRESSED envelope 
to Kay Conlan, Illinois REA News, 
Petersburg, Illinois. 
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Even the Simplest Toy Will Get A 
Warm Reception On Christmas Morn 

Christmas time with all its shiv¬ 
ering expectancy is a wonderful 
climax to the year! Shopping for 
Christmas toys can be almost as 
much fun for parents as opening 
the ribbon-bedecked package is for 
the youngsters on Christmas morn. 
Even the simplest toy will get a 
warm reception. 

On your trips into toyland these 
pre-Christmas days, look for play¬ 
things that are both safe and dur¬ 
able. Avoid playthings that are in¬ 
flammable and those with poison¬ 
ous paint. If the toy is for a child 
under four, watch for playthings 
that have sharp edges, or small re- 

. movable parts that can be swallow¬ 
ed. 

Many of the toys are educational. 
For little girlsv for instance, you’ll 
find doll houses and furniture, car¬ 
pet sweepers, dust mops, sewing 
kits and many other items that 
not only provide self-entertain¬ 
ment, but provide an opportunity 
for the youngster to become famil¬ 
iar with these household artioh's. 

Carpentry tools, building sets, 
chemical sets and trains are but 
a few of the toys that will make a 
big hit with the "little men” in 
the house. 

There are scores of other toys 

Honey Fruit Cake 
A ‘Special’ Treat 
On Happy Holiday 

It’s none too early to start think¬ 
ing and planning for that ever- 
popular Christmas fruit cake. If 
you’ve never made a Honey Fruit 
Cake, try this recipe which has 
just the right combination of dried 
and candied fruit, nuts, and honey 
to make it rich, moist, and delic¬ 
ious. For a festive decoration use 
blanched almonds, candied cherries, 
and citron. Here goes: 

1 cup prunes 
1 cup dried apricots 
1 cup golden raisins 
2 cups seedless raisins 
1 cup blanched almonds 
1 cup walnut meat 

1% cups finely cut citron 
1 cup finely cut candied pineapple 

% cup thinly sliced candied cherries 
1 cup finely cut candied orange peel 
1 cup finely cut candied lemon peel 
1 cup shredded cocoanut 

21/fc cups sifted all purpose flour 
2 tsp. baking powder 

1% fsP- salt 
2 tsp. cinnamon 
2 tsp. allspice 

% tsp, nutmeg 
114 Cups shortening 
114 cups honey 

6 eggs 

Rinse dried fruits and dry 
thoroughly. Cut prunes from pits 
into small pieces. Slice apricots 
fine. Chop almonds and walnuts. 
Combine dried fruits, nuts, candied 
fruits and peels, and cocoanut with 
1 cup flour. Sift together remain¬ 
ing flour, baking powder, salt and 
spice. Cream shortening thorough¬ 
ly. Blend in honey gradually, and 
beat well. 

Beat -eggs thoroughly and add 
slowly to creamed mixture, blend¬ 
ing well. Beat in sifted dry ingred¬ 
ients. Pour batter over floured 
fruit mixture. Mix thoroughly. Pour 
into 10-inch tube pan which has 
been lined with 2 thicknesses of 
brown paper and 1 of waxed paper. 

Bake in slow oven (250* F.) four 
to four and one-half hours with 
shallow pan of water in bottom of 
oven during baking. Remove from 
pan to cool. Allow to ripen two 
to four weeks before cutting. 
Makes about a seven pound cake. 

that are desirable gifts because 

they contribute to a child’s mus¬ 

cular growth, manual dexterity and 

coordination. These include skates, 

skiis, wagons, football or baseball 
equipment, modelling clay and 
games. 

Most of the young folks will 
want Jo try out their new skates, 
skiis, sleds, wagon§ and other out¬ 
door gear right away, so be pre¬ 
pared to teach them the perils of 
unsafe ice and the danger of coast¬ 
ing or skiing across highways. 

Cranberries Plus An 
Orange Combine For 
A Delicious Relish 

Cranberry sauces, relishes and 
jellies are as American as turkey 
and pumpkin pie. In fact, no hol¬ 
iday dinner is complete without 

; these luscious red berries in some 
form. J 

But cranberries are all-season, 
too, for they are always good to 
eat and pretty on any plate. Al¬ 
though a glass of cranberry jolly 
is a shimmering beauty, who can 
resist the old-fashioned cranberry 
sauce, bowlfuls of it? It’s easy to 
make and so much fun to watch 
the skins pop as the sauce cooks. 

To four cups of cranberries that 
have been washed and picked over, 
add two cups of water and cook 
10 minutes. And one and one-half 
cups sugar and stir until dissolved. 

And here is an especially good 
relish made from raw cranberries 
and oranges. You’ll find it an 
e asy recipe to remember, with its 
“one” of each ingredient. 

Cranberry-Orange Relish 
1 pound cranberries 
1 orange 
1 cup sugar 

Quarter the orange and take out 
the seeds. Put eranbreries and 
orange through the food chopper 
and add the sugar. The relish 
will keep in a covered jar in the 
refrigerator. 

A Lovely Tea Apron * 

A flower motif cut from chintz 
generously surrounded by a white 
organdie ruffle "’makes the perfect 
apron for special occasions. If 
you’re playing hostess during the 
holidays a festive apron like this 
one will help you play the part. 
It’s simple to make and to launder. 
A direction leaflet for making this 
TEA APRON is available to you 
free of charge by sending a 
STAMPED, SELF-ADDRESSED 
envelope to Kay Conlan, Illinois 
REA News, Petersburg, 111. 
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Pattern List 

Through the whole month of 

December there’s a hint of "Jingle 

Bells” in the air. But as the days 

tumble over each other in their 

anxious rush toward Christmas, are 

you finding that there are still 

blanks in your gift list and many 
little details to be taken care of 
before the big day arrives? 

We’ve included in our pattern 
list this month some last minute 
gift ideas along with suggestions 
for Christmas gift wrapping and 
party ideas which we’re sure you’ll 
find of assistance. Check off the 
leaflets you wish right now and 
mail your request to Kay Conlan, 
Illinois REA News, Petersburg, 111. 
All the leaflets are free, but be sure 
to enclose a STAMPED, SELF- 
ADDRESSED envelope for every 
FOUR leaflets you request. 

Ideas for Fun 

Santa Claus Party 
Christmas Tree Ornaments 
Last Minute Gifts 
Christmas Package Wrapping 
Novelty Christmas Gifts 
Handmade Christmas Cards 
Crepe Paper Dolls 
Birthday Party Decoration 
Decorations For Bride’s Tables 
Wedding Tips 
Party Favors 

Toys 

Cock Horse 
Stocking Dolls 
Horse 
Bunny 
Crocheted Pompon Cat and Kittens 
Crocheted Elephant and Scottie 

Items to Knit 

Heelless Socks 
Sweater, Hat Skating Set 
Baby’s Sacque and Kimono 

Sweaters 

Men’s Ribbed Sleeveless Slip-on 
Children’s Sweaters, (size 6-8) 
Little Boy’s Sweater 
Infant Sweaters 
Smock-Yoked Cardigan (size 22) 
Child’s Coat Sweater 
Girl’s Sleeveless Slipon 

Items to Crochet 

Hanger And Pin Cushion Tree 
Lacy Table Doily 
Mosaic Chair Set 
Lace For Linens 
Bathroom Rug and Seat Cover 
Petal Lace Mats 
Handkerchief Edgings 
Pineapple Chair Set 
Irish Crochet Tablecloth 
Hot Plate Mats 
Crocheted Party Dress 
Daisy Tablecloth 
White Gloves 
Peach Tree Street Bedspread 
Men’s Slippers and Scuffs 
Tray Cloth 
Lacy Pineapple Centerpiece 
Cluster Tablecloth 
Black and White Handbag 
Star-Studded Bedspread 
Eight-Point Star Doily 
Flowered Scatter Rug 
Striped Bed Socks 
Red and White Potholders 

Items to Sew 
Evening Hood And Bag 
Quartet In Leopard Cloth 
Felt Slippers 
Christmas Doll 
Felt Handbag — 
Pilgram Slippers 
Sunflower Quilt 
Embroidered Pillow 
Cable Stitch Afghan 
Petticoat and Camisole 
Potholders From Scraps 

Helpful Hints 
21 Gifts To Make 
Removing Spots and Stains 
Good Grooming For You? 
Selecting Fabrics For Sewing 
Lengthening Skirts 
Ideas on Suit Making 
Judging Fit in Dress 
Makeover Tips 
Sewing Tips 

Peel The Apples for Flavor 

Although it may take more time 
to peel apples before cooking them 
for apple sauce, studies show that 
the flavor of the sauce generally is 
better. 

When apples are cooked unpeel¬ 
ed and then strained, the sauce may 
have a bitter taste from the peel. 

Flavor and color both are better 
if the apples are cooked rapidly i 
in a covered pan. Long slow cook¬ 
ing destroys the delicate apple flav- 1 

or and may darken the sauce. A 
tight cover on the pan helps hold 
in some of the volatile flavor or 
bouquet of the apple. 

Double Ruffle Doily 

Your table tops can have a new 

look, too, with ruffled doilies, lacy 

and white, framing a vase or sta¬ 
tuette. If crochet is your forte, you 
will want to make this DOUBLE 

Pressure Saucepan 
Has Safety Device, 
Releases Pressure 

The shopper who has a pressure 
saucepan on her Christmas list 
this year will find more than a 
score of makes on the market. 
Here are a few points to consider 
when choosing among them. 

All manufacturers have used ma¬ 
terials and construction strong 
enough to be safe against explo¬ 
sion. AH cookers have some safe¬ 
ty device to release dangerously 
high pressure . . . either a rubber 
diaphram which blows out, or a 
metal plug which melts. 

Some cookers have controls 
which automatically hold the pres¬ 
sure at a point set, regardless of 
howr high the heat is under the 
pan. Others have indicating gauges 
which show where the pressure is. 
In using these, heat must be ad¬ 
justed to hold the desired pres- 

ED, SELF-ADDRESSED envelope 
to Kay Conlan, Illinois REA News, 
Petersburg, 111. for your direction 
leaflet. 

Simple Daily Care 
Keeps 1 our Skin 
Smooth in Winter 

You can avoid a dry chapped 
winter skin if you give yourself 
faithful care with rich creams. 

Dermatologists say that for win¬ 
ter dryness, the answrer is simple 
daily care. Put away strong 
astringents and other drying prep¬ 
arations. Buy a giant-size rich 
cleansing cream, and be sure you 
have lubricating creams. ' Even 
hand lotion may be reinforced with 
hand cream. 

It’s not how much you use, it’s 
How faithful you are. Don’t for¬ 
get, too, that a thick protecting 
film on your face is to your skin 
what your winter coat is to your 
body. If you live in a hard wa¬ 
ter district or your body skin 
roughens easily, try bath oils in 
your tub. And never trot out into 
the cold unless your skin is abso¬ 
lutely dry all over. 

Here are a few other quick tips. 

Take your pet cleansing cream, 
slather it on while y«u bathe. The 
warm tub makes you perspire, 
forcing skin impurities to surface 
for cream to lift off. 

Don’t forget that even a covered- 
up elbow gets chapped. After us¬ 
ing hand cream, run palms over 
elbows, too. For super-elegance, 
there are little satin elbow ham¬ 
mocks to sleep in. 

Keep your hand lotion near by 
at all times. Supplement this in 
freezing weather with a good hand 
cream. Wear night gloves to pro¬ 
tect your sheets and keep cream 
doing its lubricating job all night 
long. 

The best potatoes are firm and 
smooth. They have shallow eyes — 
and no cuts, decay or green spots. 

Flexible Lids 

Cookers with flexible lids that 
snap in under the rim of the pan 
cannot, be opened until the pres¬ 
sure is down, thus protecting the 
careless cook who tries to open 
the pan too soon. These flexible 
lids, however, dip down into the 
pan in opening and closing. Some 
other cookers have devices which 
keep the lid closed until there is 
no pressure inside. 

To prevent burned hands, knobs 
and handles should be of a mater¬ 
ial and shape to handle comfort¬ 
ably when the pan is hot. Wood 
is heat resistant but has the dis¬ 
advantage of charring or cracking 
when overheated. Heat-resistant 
plastic is being used for handles 
of some cookers. 

The simple and easier the cook- 
eris to use and handle, the more, 
convenient it is; the fewer the 
parts, the less to get out of order. 
Try putting on lids and sealing 
cookers before you buy. Some lids 
close by sliding onto the pan. oth¬ 
ers fit inside the pan and seal 
against the rim. Try both to see 
which one works most easily for 
you. 

The Tree can be Used for Bird 
Shelter After the Holidays 

Here’s an idea about using up 
an old Christmas tree, which you 
might like to bring into the pro¬ 
gram sometime after Christmas. 

Suggest that the tree be set up 
outside the house as a shelter and 
feeding station for birds. It would 
be a good idea to fasten the lower 
branches to the ground with wire 
to keep the wind from knocking 
the tree over. 

Little bags of seed, bits of suet 
and raisins can then be tied to 
the tree, and it will become a social 
center for the birdlife of the neigh¬ 
borhood. 

Tomatoes actually .are a fruit, not 
a vegetable. And this delicious red- 
ripe fruit is one of the richest nat¬ 
ural sources of healthful food 
values. 

A Tasty Florida 'Halj-ShelV Salad 

WITH GRAPEFRUIT BECOMING more and more pleniihi! and irhe 
prices reasonable you'll want to try this attractive “Half-SheM” Salad. 

Remove seeds from grapefruit, and with a sharp knife cut around the 
inside edge as close to the shell as possible. Separate grapefruit segments 
from membrane. Cut out remainder of membrane and place a bed of 
romaine' or escarole around inside of shell. Cut grapefruit segments into 
pieces1 and arrange on lettuce bed. Garnish with French dressing and serve. 
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The electric radiator—a new style in portable room heaters. 

Installation of Water Softener 
Is As Satisfactory As Seperate Pump 

Portable Heater 
Supplies Warmth 
For Cooler Rooms 

By Oneta Liter 
REA Horae Electrification 

Specialist 

Almost every home needs extra 
heat at times. A portable electric 
heater will supply this effectively, 
conveniently and safely. These heat¬ 
ers are not a substitute for general 
all-over heating, but are ordinarily 
used to supply additional heat in 
such rooms as bedrooms, children's 
rooms and sick-rooms. 

In addition, they are useful for 
drying babies’ clothes, stockings, 
and other small articles of clothing. 
Another factor in favor of the 
portable electric heater is that it 
supplies heat without smoke, soot, 
odors or grease, flames or fumes, 
dirt, dust, or excessive moisture— 
because it has no products of com¬ 
bustion. 

Types of Heaters • 

There are two basic types of 
electric heaters—radiant heaters 
and convection heaters. Sometimes 
there is reference to a third type, 
the motor-driven fan heater. This 
is really a combination of the radi¬ 
ant and convection heater. 

The radiant heater does not heat 
the air; rather, it heats an object 
directly in the path of its beam. 
The heating element of this type 
usually consists of a heater wire 
wound on a ceramic tube or cone 
located in the reflector bowl. Usual¬ 
ly this type produces a cheerful 
glow in the room. The bowl reflects 
or throws the heat out to reach 
anything in its path. All of these 
heaters are covered with a wire 
grill to prevent combustible mater¬ 
ial (such as clothing) from touch¬ 
ing the heating element and burn¬ 
ing 

The convection heater warms 
objects by first heating the air 
which surrounds it. An opening at 
the bottom of the frame of the 
heater permits the cold air to be 
drawn in and passed over the heat¬ 
ing elements for warming. The 
warm air is then released through 
a top opening to warm the room. 
The distribution of heat is some¬ 
what dependent on the air currents 
in the room. 
Some Differences in Heater Models 

Radiant Heaters 
The bowl model is probably more 

common than other kinds. This 
heater will heat' anything in its 
path; the bowl reflector can be 
adjusted to throw the beam of heat 
in any direction. It ig light in 
weight and may be moved around 
easily. Other heaters of this type 
are constructed with heating ele- 
ments_ that are tubular or spirally 
shaped. These elements are mount¬ 
ed vertically or horizontally in a 
metal cabinet with grills through 
which the heat is reflected. 

Fan Or Air. Circulators 
The cabinets of these heaters 

may be circular, square, or oblong 
in shape. The motor-driven fan 
circulates the air which passes 
over the heating unit and out into 
the room. Some fan models retpain 
stationary, while others oscillate. 
The oscillating action spreads the 
heated air, and in addition beams 
it up or down. 

In some fan models, the heating 
element is removable. This makes 
the fan available for summer use. 

Portable Radiators 
These heaters are operated with 

•.steam or water. Some models come 
with the proper amount of water 
and anti-freeze to operate over a 
considerable period of time before 
needing refilling. The steam heat¬ 
ing type requires refilling about 
every 100 hours. The cold air is 
drawn in at the bottom, passes 
through a special core for warming, 
then circulates all through the 
room. A desirable feature for this 
type is an automatic control to 
limit the pressure inside the radia¬ 
tor. 

Some radiator-type heaters oper¬ 
ate on a dual heat principle. The 
outer surface radiates heat in all 
directions, while the convected heat 
is discharged through vents, which 
raises and maintains room temper¬ 
ature. Some also are equipped with 

an automatic thermostat, to control 

the operation for desired room tem¬ 

perature. 

Convection Heaters 

The heating element in this type 

of heater is usually somewhat larg¬ 

er, since heat transmission comes 

mainly from the natural circula¬ 

tion of warmed air rising and be¬ 
ing replaced by cooler air. The 
heating elements are located in 
oval, rectangular or square metal 
cabinets. The bottom, sides and top 
of the cabinet are constructed with 
vents and grills, for free circulation 
of air. 

Selection of a Heater 

The portable electric heater is 
100 percent effective in the con¬ 
version of electric energy into heat. 
However, it is important to remem¬ 
ber that heaters differ in the extent 
to which they can effectively direct 
the heat which is generated. Econ¬ 
omical heating results depend to 
a great extent on the proper selec¬ 
tion of a heater. 

Some of the desirable features to 
consider are: 1. Sturdy and com¬ 
pact construction; 2. good balance 
to prevent tipping; 3. lightness in 
weight for convenient carrying; 4. 
a cabinet of durable finish; 5. han¬ 
dles conveniently located and heat- 
resistant. 

For safety, look for the U-L label, 
the seal of the Underwriters’ Labor¬ 
atories. It means that the heater 

is so well designed that in ordinary 

usage nothing inflammable will 

come in contact with the heating 

element and produce a fire hazard. 

Neither will it tip over in normal 

use, and set fire to anything against 

which it falls. 

A very good guarantee is to pur¬ 

chase a heater made by a reliable 

manufacturer, from a dealer who 

will stand behind his merchandise 

from the point of both quality and 

service. 

Care of Portable Heater 

Heaters may be used wherever 

there is an electrical outlet, provid¬ 
ed the wiring circuit is heavy 
enough to carry the rated wattage 
load of the heater and other ap-. 
pliances in use on the circuit. 1620 
is the maximum wattage permitted 
for portable heaters for home use. 
Larger wattage heaters require cir¬ 
cuits of 220 to 230 volts,’ and these 
are not commonly available in 
homes. 

In caring for a portable heater, 
the maker’s instructions should be 
followed. It is well, however, to re¬ 
member the following general 
rules: Clean out all dust and lint 
regularly. Wipe cabinet and trim 
finishes with a damp cloth and dry 
thoroughly. Never permit water to 
touch the heating element. Dos- 
connect all heaters when not in 
use. 

Many farm families want to con¬ 
tinue to use soft water for laundry 
and bath after installing their pres¬ 
sure system which usually taps a 
source of hard water. Soft water 
saves an enormous amount of soap 
as everyone knows, and it also 
eliminates scale forming in water 
heaters and pipes and lengthens 
their useful life. 

Some farm families continue to 
use cistern water, installing a sep¬ 
arate pump and distribution sys¬ 
tem for this purpose. In many 
cases, however, installation of a 
water softener in the well or spring 
water system is just as satisfactory 
and more economical. 

The most common water soften¬ 
ers are steel tanks filled with a 
special sand known as “zeolite” 
through which the water flows. 
Zeolite removes calcium and mag¬ 
nesium compounds which cause 
hardness in water. After a certain 

amount of water has been softened, 
the zeolite will not remove any 
more hardness. It is then necessary 
to place common salt in the soften¬ 
er and wash it slowly through the 
zeolite. This leaves the zeolite ready 
to soften water again. 

It is desirable that you have a 
sample of your water tested in a 
competent laboratory before buying 
your softener. Most manufacturers 
of softeners will make the test free. 
You can then buy a softener with 
the proper zeolite and other mater¬ 
ial to fit your particular water. 

You will want to arrange your 
water pipes so that only the water 
for those faucets where you want 
soft water will pass through the 
softener. This will reduce the fre¬ 
quency of regenerating your soften¬ 
er. There is no operational expense 
for the zeolite softener except for 
the small amount of salt required 
for regeneration. 

Is Your Home Safe Electrically? 

“One thing our family insists on is good light on the stairways! ^ 
See that switch? It's right at the foot of the stairs, so we can see 
when we go up. There’s one at the top, too, to light our way down. 
And we have big enough lamps in the stairwell socket to chase 
the shadows." t 

— 1 

4 “By the way, we find it a good rule never to touch two tamps or 
two switches or any other two grounded metal objects at the same 
time. Nothing sticks in my mind more than the danger of fire 
from leaving appliances on. I always turn off my iron and other 
heating appliances just as soon as I’m through using them and 
disconnect the plug by pulling it, not the cord, from the outlet.” 

“And speaking of beating trouble to the punch, we’ve tossed 
out several metal sockets which we had in the bathroom 
and cellar. There's too much chance for dampness there— 
so we’ve changed them for non-metallic sockets. We put 
insulating links in the pull-chains, too.” ^ 

| “ ’Course, when I wash clothes, some of the water from 
the washing machine does slop on the floor So the Co-op 
man showed me how to ground the frame of ray washer 
motor to a water pipe, so the electricity will be carried away 
in case it gets loose. I’ve oarer had any trouble.” 

“Last Christmas one of the neighbor’s children got a severe 
burn from one of the toys which had a loose connection. 
You can bet they fixed that in a hurry We sec that our kids 
keep their electrical toys in good repair—and the Christmas 
tree lights, too! Dad and I check up to make sure they 
do! Good Christmas tree lights cost a little more, but they 
are a lot safer.” 4 

Cooperatives Are A Part 
Of American Way of Life 

About one and a half million farm families are members of rural 
electric co-ops. And several million farm families are members of other 
types of co-ops. Are all of these farm people out to destroy private en¬ 
terprise? That is what the enemies of co-ops would like the public to 
believe. They say that co-ops are a threat to our American way of 
life. Let’s take a look at the facts. 

Way back in 1752, Benjamin Franklin helped to organize a fire in¬ 

surance co-op in Philadelphia 
which is still doing business today. 
Since that time, millions of Ameri¬ 
cans have joined co-op or mutual 
insurance societies. Private enter¬ 
prise and the American way of life 
surely never had a stronger friend 
and supporter than Benjamin 
Franklin. But the author of Poor 
Richard’s Almanac knew very well 
that “shared burdens are lighter” 
and that “The Lord helps those 
who help each other.” 

The idea of helping each 
other, or mutual self-help, has 
played a prominent part in the 
life of America ever since the 
Pilgrims first landed on the 
New England coast. Coopera¬ 
tion has been the keynote of 
pioneer living. It is only nat¬ 
ural that the informal, person¬ 
al cooperation practiced in 
those days was gradually re¬ 
placed by a more formal, more 
business-like arrangement, so 
as to provide a sound legal ba¬ 
sis for the continued working 
together of any group of peo¬ 
ple that wanted to cooperate 
for their economic benefit. 
In a nutshell, a co-op is a volun¬ 

tary organization of a group of 
people working together to pro¬ 
vide themselves with goods or 
services of which all were in need. 
Besides electric eo-ops, there are 
co-ops for the purchase of farm 
supplies, the processing and mar¬ 
keting of farm products, the sup¬ 
plying of household needs, of in¬ 
surance, of credit, of housing, of 
telephone service, or irrigation, of 
medical service, of burial service, 
of trucking service, and of other 
economic needs. 

A co-op is usually incorporated, 
just as is the case with most other 
businesses which are owned to¬ 
gether by a large number of peo¬ 
ple. This protects the individual 
member from liability for any 
debts of the corporation. A co-op 
i« a private, tax-paying enter¬ 
prise, just like any ordinary cor¬ 
poration, partnership or other pri¬ 
vate business. 

But a co-op differs from an 
ordinary business corporation 
in some very important re¬ 
spects. This is due to the fact 
that a co-op is organized not 
for the purpose of doing busi¬ 
ness with other people at a 
profit but for the purpose of 
serving its own members as 
economically as possible. Co- 
operators do not question the 
right of any individual or group 
of people to operate a business 
for porfit. As we afl know, 
most business in America is 
done on that basis. But in a 

democratic society like ours, it 
is also the right of people, if 
they so choose, to set up a 
business to serve themselves at 
cost. 
The most important points about 

a co-op business are: 

1. Its patrons are also its 
owners. 

2. Anyone who can use its 
services is welcome to be¬ 
come a member. 

3. Each member has one 
vote and no more, no matter 
whether he has more or less 
money invested in the co-op 
than other members have. 
People, not money, control 
a co-op. 

4. Investors in a co-op are 
not entitled to speculative 
profits. A co-op pays no 
more than a reasonable 
wage (interest) for the use 
of money which it needs to 
carry on its business. 

5. All of the savings or oth¬ 
er benefits from the co-op 
business belong to the co¬ 
op patrons whose business 
with the oo-op has made 
these benefits possible. 
The members share in 
these benefits in propor¬ 
tion to the amount of use 
each has made of the serv- 
ces of the co-op business, 
not in proportion the 
amount of stock or other 
capital each has invested 
in the business. 

Because the members are the 
patrons as well as the owners of 
the co-op, they use their voting 
power to make policies and elect a 
board of directors which will work 
to the best interest of the users of 
the co-op service. 

By making membership open 
on a voluntary basis, and by 
providing for one member— 
one vote, co-ops put into prac¬ 
tice in their everyday business 
our American ideal of democ¬ 
racy which is the basis of our 
form of Government. 
And by passing the benefits of 

co-op operation on to the co-op 
patrons in proportion to their pat¬ 
ronage, co-ops are, in effect, giv¬ 
ing service at cost or non-profit 
service to their patrons. In doing 
so, they enable their patrons as 
individuals to make savings (in 
the case of a purchasing or serv¬ 
ice co-op) of to get a better price 
for their products (in the case or 
a marketing co-op). 

How can anyone honestly be¬ 
lieve that co-ops are hurting pri¬ 
vate enterprise or our American 
way of life? 
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Takes Plenty of Electricity 
The Supreme Dairy cheese 

factory of Tiskilwa is a thriv¬ 
ing rural industry and a big 
user of co-op electricity sup¬ 
plied by the Illinois Valley 
Electric of Princeton. 

The factory buys ap¬ 
proximately 24,000 pounds 
of milk daily from farm¬ 
ers in the vicinity and from 

' this, produces about 2,400 
pounds of cheese. Only 10 
per cent of the milk pound¬ 
age finally ends up as 
cheese. 
However, the by-products, 

whey and excess cream, are 
sold as feed for pigs, butter¬ 
milk and for butter making. 
The cheese, an American ched- 
dar, is marketed to large cheese 
companies in its unaged form. 

Sparkling, aluminum tubs 
and other cheese making equip¬ 
ment is kept scrupulously clean 
and the whole plant is washed 
from top to bottom every day; 

We greet our members again this 
month, after the fine rains which 
we have had recently which has 
been fine on new wheat, however, 
it has slowed up corn picking and 
has been rather bad on those farm¬ 
ers that have not harvested their 
soy beans as yet. 

New Construction 
The rains have slowed up our 

construction program, in that we 
are not able to get to quite a num¬ 
ber of poles, due to wet grounds 
but we had quite a number’'of poles 
already set and which has enabled 
us to go ahead and tamp these poles 
and set anchors. 

Our crews are working the West 
part of Frank¬ 
lin county, and 
by the time you 
receive this is¬ 
sue of the Ih. 
REA News, we 
hope to have all 
poles set in the 
West Part of 
Franklin county 
and be ready for 

Art Lentz the conductor. 
We appreciate the patience of all 

these folks that have waited so 
patiently for some activity in their 
area and now that work is being 
done they may reasonably expect 
to have juice for Christmas, at least 
it is our intention to have them 
completed just as rapidly as pos¬ 
sible. 

As each extension is completed 
it is energized, which is much bet¬ 
ter than when the contractor is 
working on a section, he will not 
release any lines until such time as 
he has a complete section ready for 
energization. 

Meter Reading Cards 
We have not mentioned this 

question for quite some time, but 
we find that each month we have 
quite a number of members that do 
not return their meter reading card 
for several days and it gets to us 
late, and after the bills have been 
made up and we were forced to 
render an “estimated” bill, and then 
when we do receive their correct 
reading and then pro-rate their 
bills, in some instance over several 
months and they have a rather 
high bill, then they feel they are 
being "gypped”, which is not the 
ease at all, as they have been given 
credit for what they were billed 
for, but it is hard to convince them 
sometimes, and in order to avoid 
these differences of opinion we ask 
that all members return the cards 
just as soon as they receive them, 
that they may be billed the correct 
amount each month and avoid the 
necessity for the billing department 
to make up an “estimated bill”. 

Re-Hiibltitation of Lines 
We regret the necessity of having 

to disrupt service to so many of our 
members in Robbs, and Dixon 
Springs area, but that has been 
necessary due to the fact that we 
have had to relocate several 
stretches of line to clear the ground 
tor this new highway from MHchei- 
ville to Dixon Springs. This has afl- 

MILK IS STIRRED constantly in initial process of cheese making at 
Supreme Dairy factory of Tiskilwa served by Illinois Valley Electric co-op 
of Princeton. Here the whey is separated from the curds. 

CURDS GO TO THE bottom. Whey is drained from the vats and 
the curds are cut into sections. They will be removed and pressed into 
forms (can be seen at right). 

so made it necessary for us to make 
extensive changes in our lines, 
changing the 10 miles of lines which 
this cooperative received from the 
U. S. Forest Service, serving the 
properties of the University Experi¬ 
ment Station and the town of 
Robbs, Illinois. This line was a 
2300 volt line and we have been 
changing it over to 7200 volts, two 
phase line and so much of this had 
to be completely rebuilt as it was 
originally built on “native” cypress 
poles cut m a big bottom near 
Grantsburg in Johnson county. 

The life of these poles which were 
cut green and set in thfe ground 
without any treatment, rotted off 
at the ground in about six to K> 
years. 

We expect to complete this re¬ 
habilitation work into Robbs this 
coming week, and which this last 
section requires adding grounds, 
changing insulators from 2300 volt 
to 7200 volt, and changing out 23 
transformers and one power bank, 
moving it from the Administration 
Building area to the edge of Robbs 
which will enable us to still serve 
the village of Robbs with 2300 volt 
service but the bank will be in town 
instead of five miles away. This 
will entail a lot of work in one day 
as all transformers will have to be 
changed out in the same day or 
some one will be without service. 
This will require using our whole 
force on this job for this one day, 
after all preliminary work has been 
completed that can be done with 
the lines remaining in service. 

Two-Way Radio , 
’ We are happy to announce to you 

that our main objective, which was 
discussed at our last annual meet¬ 
ing of members, the purchase and 
installation of two-way radio com¬ 
munication equipment during the 
current year, has now become a 
reality, as this week the installa¬ 
tion was completed, with exception 
of "the flasher beacon”, which fail¬ 
ed to arrive before the erection 
crews finished the erection of the 
185 ft. steel tower at our new garage 
building located just off Highway 
46 in North edge of Harrisburg. 

We are now operating from two 
fixed stations, one at Cave In Rock, 
which has been in operation tor a 
couple months and the one here at 
Harrisburg, which went "on the 

air” November 9. phis 12 mobile 
units installed in the service trucks 
including the manager’s private car, 
and the engineer’s car. We expect 
to add at least five more mobile 
units this winter, which will give 
us instant communication with our 
service trucks anywhere in our pro¬ 
ject area. 

We have already been convinced 
from the short time we have been 
using these mobile units that they 
will enable oar men to get to the 
scene of trouble so much sooner 
than they formerly had to, as they 
never knew about trouble calls un¬ 
til they came back into the office 
as there is so much of our territory 
that there simply are no telephones 
for miies. 

We have experienced consider¬ 
able "skip interference” the past 
several weeks, and m appealing to 
the FCC we received a letter stat¬ 
ing that after careful check it 
had been determined from their 
Monitor Stations that this trouble 
was coming from a beacon station 
located “somewhere on the contin¬ 
ent of Europe”. We were advised 
later that it was coming from Nor¬ 
way. We have been listening all 
morning (Armistice Day) to a sta¬ 
tion whose call letter are KXQJ lo¬ 
cated in Reno, Nevada. We talked 
with them yesterday, and we hear 
Denver station regularly. 

So when you get near Harris¬ 
burg and see two radio towers, one 
of them is ours and the other one 
is WEBQ, which you can hear reg¬ 
ularly, but don’t expect to pick up 
our broadcasts on your radio—can’t 
be done. If you could hear us you 
would hear- something like this: 
“WKZL to WLXZ, Unit FIVE, 
come in please”. “Unit Five, go 
ahead". 

"Elmar, out oh SA-5 just near the 
breaker, Mr. Malone’s family cat 
climbed the transformer pole and 
kicked out a fuse, they are out of 
service, please attend to this as 
soon as possible, it is about milk- 
i»g time. "Over, WKLZ clear, 3:46 
p.m.” 

"WLXY, calling Unit 20, Unit 20 
gogo ahead”. 

“Nick, Marge called up and said 
you were to go by the school and 
pick up Jodie, she has the tooth¬ 
ache” WLXY, Clear, 4:20 p.m.” 

So folks your cooperative is grow- 

ALL MILK FOR cheese making is pasteurized. Excess cream in the 
whey is separated and sold lor. butter-making, while the whey is sold few 
pig feed and other uses. This pasteurizer is scrubbed thoroughly every day 
as is the entire cheese plant. 

LOOKS GOOD, Doesn’t It? But this cheese is not ready to eat yet. 
It's being stored in the factory cold room at below freezing temperatures 
awaiting shipment to cheese companies who will age it. 

Plans Complete— 
(From Page One) 

ing room, $138, three in a drawing 
room. 

The prices will include a tour of 
Niagara Falls and three meals, bus 
transportation to and from hotels 
in New York Gty and Washington, 
D. G., and hotel accomodation for the 
one night stay over in Washington. 

The special trip is being held in 
conjunction with the National Rural 
Electrification Association in New 
York, January 30 to February 3. The 
special train, which will be provided 
for the Illinois rural electric co-op 
members if reservations total 125 or 
more .will leave from Chicago Janu¬ 
ary 28 and return to Chicago, Feb¬ 
ruary 6. 

A deposit of $25 should accompany 
each reservation request. 

ing so fast that we ourselves are 
simply stunned when we think 
about the enormity of our problem. 
We will give you some of the 
statistics of the last several months 
as to new members connected: 
October, 142; September 153; Aug¬ 
ust, 127; July, 116; June, 97; May, 
128. 

So you can see that our family 
is growing rapidly every month, 
and what was an infant 10 years 
ago is now a pretty big boy, we 
have past the 7,700 member mark 
receiving service from your co¬ 
operative lines and another 3,000 
wanting service a lot sooner than 
we can possibly get to them. We 
have pledged to do our best and 
that is all that we can do. 

Your Manager A. F. Lentz and 
Engineer T. C. Clevenger will fly 
to Washington Sunday November 
14 for a conference in connection 
with a pending application for over 
a million dollars for future expan¬ 
sion, to be held in offices of REA 
on Monday morning, and then fly 
back to Chicago for a meeting to¬ 
gether with all other managers 
and Engineers, with the Engineer¬ 
ing Division of REA to be held 
Tuesday, at Congress Hotel Chica¬ 
go. That will keep us "flying” most 
of the time. (We had hoped to be 
able to shake hands with the Presi¬ 
dent while there but there doesn’t 
seem to be time tor this trip.) 

Study Should Make 
(From Page One) 

achieved through a reduction in 
business expenses, alone. Items of 
business expenses in which the As¬ 
sociation found the private compa¬ 
nies’ expenditures excessive were 
customers’ accounting and collect¬ 
ing, advertising and sales promo¬ 
tion, and administrative expenses. 

As a result of the lower business 
expenses of the public systems, and 
the lower rate of return on invest¬ 
ment which the public systems re¬ 
ceive, and other factors, rates of 
the publicly owned utilities are 
considerably lower than those of 
the private companies. Greatest 
savings in rates are being received 
by the residential customers of the 
publicly owned systems, the report 
showed. 

On an average, the Association 
found that, kilowatt hour for kilo¬ 
watt hour, residential customers 
of the private systems are paying 
40 per cent more for their electric¬ 
ity than the customers of the 
publicly owned utilities. 

Pay More Taxes 
Nau pointed out that perhaps 

the most startling information re¬ 
vealed by the study was the fact 
that the publicly owned systems, 
in reality, are paying more taxes, 
or .tax equivalents, than the private 
companies. 

Construing taxes to mean “con¬ 
tributions for the support of gov¬ 
ernment,” Nau said the study indi¬ 
cated publicly owned systems 
spending 27 per cent of their gross 
operating revenues for the support 
of government. This, he said, com¬ 
pares with only 19 per cent which 
is spent by the private companies 
for taxes. 

For controlling flies on beef cattle, 
use DDT at the rate of pound of 
the water-wettable DDT powder in 
3 gallons of water. Two quarts should 
be enough to spray one mature ani¬ 
mal. 

Cash returns per dollar of feed fed 
are one of the best measures of how 
profitable a livestock business is. 

LARAMORE and DOUGLASS. Inc. 
ENGINEERS 

Power Plants, Distribution and Transmission Lines 
SYSTEM STUDY SURVEYS 

79 East Adams Street, Chicago 3, Illinois 
FIELD OFFICE—154 North Market Street, Paxton, Illinois 
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The First Christmas Tree 
By Ollie Janies Robertson 

The snow was falling. It sifted 
down upon the trees and the hills. 
It dabbed at the windowpane where 
Karl and Anna stood looking out 
into the night. 

- “Christmas Eve,” Karl said. 
“The world is so beautiful under the 
snow. The kittle fir tree by the 
doorstep looks like a huge snow¬ 
ball.” 

Anna turned away from the win¬ 
dow and glanced around the little 
room. It looked drab with the crude 
wooden bed, and the old bench by 
the fireplace. 

“I wish it were as beautiful here 
inside as it is outside,” Anna said 
quietly. “Everything should be 
beautiful at Christmas. If we only 
had something to brighten our 
room!” 

Anna walked to the bench and 
sat down. “The fire is low, Karl,” 
she said. 

Karl brought some sticks of 
wood from the woodpile in the cor¬ 
ner of the room. He laid them on 
the fire and in a few minutes it 
burned brightly. Karl sat down and 
he and his sister watched the 
flames dance and leap up the 
chimney. 

Someone Knocking 
All at once Karl jumped up. 

“Listen!" he whispered. “I think 
I hear someone knocking. Who 
could be out walking on a night 
like this?” He hurried to the door 
and opened it. The fire in the fire¬ 
place threw a light spot around the 
steps. A little boy, about Karl’s 
size, stood there in the snow. He 
was very thin and ragged and he 
wore no shoes. He shivered as the 
snowflakes fell on his shining hair. 

“May I come in?” he asked feeb- 
ly. 

“Of course you may.” Karl said. 
“Here.” He held out his hand and 
helped the strange child to enter. 

“Come here and sit by the fire,” 
Anna said. “You look frozen.” She 
drew the seat closer to the fire. 
Karl put on more wood. Then the 
three children sat side by side on 
the old bench. The door bblew open 
and Karl went to latch it. 

“The snow has stopped,” he said, 
looking out. “The sky is full of 
stars. I see a very bright one glow¬ 
ing in the east.” 

Supper Time 
The little clock on the mantel 

struck six. Anna looked at Karl. 
“Why,”, she smiled. .“It's way past 
supper time. We must eat.” She 
rose and ran to the cupboard. She 
brought out a bowl of porridge, 
some bread, and a jug of milk. To¬ 
gether Karl and Anna and the 
stranger ate the porridge and bread 
and drank the milk. 

After supper the children grew 
sleepy. When it was time to go to 
bed, Karl and Anna let their guest 
sleep in their bed. Anna put a quilt 
on the hard bench and she and. 
Karl slept on it. In the night they 
were awakened by the strains of 
beautiful music. They sat up, their 
eyes wide with wonder. The door 
was open again. 

“Oh, look, Anna," Carl cried. A 
band of children were standing a- 
round the doorsteps. They were 
dressed in shining garments. Some 
of the children were ringing little 
bells Others were playing golden 
harps. There was sweet music 
everywhere. 

“How beautiful,” Anna said. “Let 
us wake the stranger so he can 
see too.” 

To Bed 
Karl went to the bed. “Anna,” he 

cried out, “He’s gone! He isn’t 
here! Where could he have gone?” 

Suddenly the stranger child ap¬ 
peared before them in the center 
of the room. But he was no longer 
ragged and thin. He was smiling, 
and his body was clad with a shin¬ 
ing robe. The music grew soft as 
he spoke. 

“It was cold and you took me in. 
I was hungry, and you fed me. I 
was tired, and you gave me your 
bed. I am the Christ-child, wander¬ 
ing through the world to bring 
peace and happiness to the hearts 
of all good children. As you have 

The Christmas tree stood proudly in the room. Karl and Anna 
could hardly believe it was real. 

given to me, so I will give a gift to 
you.” 

He broke a branch from the little 
fir tree by the door. He stood the 
branch in the corner of the room 
and suddenly it changed into a 
beautiful, green tapering tree. It 
was covered with candles and or¬ 
naments. A star shone from the 
top-most twig. 

Christmas Tree 
“Here is your gift,” said the 

Christ-child. “The first Christmas 
tree.” The music died away and 
the Christ-child was gone. 

The Christmas tree stood proud¬ 
ly in the room. Karl and Anna 
could hardly believe it was real. 

“Anna,” Karl said, touching one 
of the little bells, “How wonderful 
it was to have the Christ-child with 
us—to see His face, and to receive 
this beautiful Christmas tree from 
Him.” 

“He has a gift for everyone— 
happiness on earth and heaven af¬ 
ter death,” Anna said thoughtfully. 
“And all one has to do to receive 
them is to receive Him." 

Betty Likes Letter Writing 
I am a girl, 15, and I would like 

very much to have more Pen Pals. 
I have blue eyes and brunette hair. 
I weigh 124 pounds and am five 
feet three inches tall. I am a 
freshman in high school. My 
birthday is May 4. Do I have a 
twin? I play the piano. I like to 
go to school very much and enjoy 
writing letters. I also like many 
sports. So -come on Pen Pals what 
are you waiting for? I’d like for 
anyone between the ages of 15 and 
18 to write to me. I'll answer all 
letters promptly also exchange 
photos.—Betty Ann Bruns, R. R. 3, 
Pinckneyvitle, 111. 

★ ★ «r 

Louise Plays Accordian 
I am 13 years old and my birth¬ 

day is August 5. I go to Ursa- 
Lima Consolidated School. I am in 
the eighth grade. I have blue eyes 
and brown hair. I am five feet four 
inches tall. I have two sisters, 
Lois Marie and Wanda June. I 
play an accordian and like all 
sports. I will exchange pictures 
and I will write to boys as well as 
girls. Come boys and girls be¬ 
tween the ages of 11 and 14 write 
to me. I have a big mail box and 
plenty of new writing stationery so 
I am ready to answer all letters.— 
Louise Ann Woodworth, Ursa, III. 

There’s an undercurrent of ex¬ 
citement in the air these crisp Dec. 
days. In every home there are my¬ 
sterious goings on. Hurried whisp¬ 
ers in the hall. Strange and in¬ 
triguing packages turning . up in 
unexpected places. Why almost be¬ 
fore you know it . . . Christmas will 
be here! 

We hope that Santa fills your 
stocking bulging-full on Christmas 
morn, and we hope, too, that you’ll 
remember your Pen Pals with holi¬ 
day greetings. Join our letter-writ- 

] ing fun, boys and girls—you’re all 
invited. Just send in your letter, 
and picture too, to Kay Conlan, 
Junior REA News, Petersburg, 
III. If you don’t see your letter on 
the Junior REA News page this 
month, watch for it next time. 

Merry, merry Christmas, Pen 
Pals, and, a Happy New Year! 

—Kay 
* * * 

Skating A Hobby 
I am a blond 18 years old. I am 

a little over five feet tall and 
weigh about 120. My hobbies are 
going skating, collecting pen pals 
and going to the movies. I would 
like to write to girls and boys be¬ 
tween the ages of 16 and 18. Come 
on Pen Pals and send some letters 
my way, won’t you?—Shirley Bur¬ 
ris, Bloomfield, Iowa. 

* ★ ★ 

Collects Postcards 
This is my first letter to the Jun¬ 

ior REA News so I would like to 
see my mailbox full of letters. I 
am 10 years old. My birthday is 
December 19. My hobbies are col¬ 
lecting postcards and riding my bi¬ 
cycle. Please write to me.—Lora 
Lea Wise, R. R. 3, Bov 115, Harris¬ 
burg, III. 

* * * 

Enjoys Bicycle Riding 
, I am nine years old and in the 
fifth grade. I have gold blonde 
hair and blue eyes. I am four feet, 
11 inches tall and weigh % pounds. 
I go to Douglas School. My hobby 
is riding a bicycle. Come on boys 
and girls between the ages of nine 
and 12 fill my mailbox for me.— 
Lucille Quorton, R. R. 1, Palmyra, 

Nancy’s First Letter 
I am in the sixth grade and go 

to Neal School. 
I have blue eyes 
and brown hair. 
I am 11 and my 
birthday is Feb. 
19. This is my 
first letter to 
the Junior REA 
News. My hobb¬ 
ies are reading 
and writing. I 
have two broth¬ 

ers, Billy, nine and Jimmy, seven; 
and three sisters, Mona, 15, Ruth 
Ann, five, and Judy Kay. I would 
like letters from both girls and 
boys, so. Pen Pals, fill my mailbox.— 
Nancy Sue Hall, West Frankfort, 
111. 

* * * 
Norma Plays Piano 

This is ray first letter to the Jun¬ 
ior REA News. I am a girl, 14 
years old and have brown hair and 
blue eyes. I am five feet two inch¬ 
es tall and weigh 94 pounds. My 
birthday is March 6. I am a fresh¬ 
man at Farmer City high school. 
I also play the piano. I would en¬ 
joy having boys and girls of all 
ages write to me. I promise to 
answer all letters. Come on fill my 
mailbox.—Norma Faye Thomas, R. 
R. 2, Farmer City, III. 

★ ★ ★ 
Jean Plays Piano 

I am a girl 13 years old. I am 
five feet four inches tall and weigh 
140 pounds. I have dark brown 
Jiair and brown eyes. My hobbies 
are playing the piano, my 4-H pro¬ 
jects, collecting salt and pepper 
shakers. I would like to write to 
boys and girls between the ages of 
13 and 18.—Jean Covey, R. R. 1, 
Clinton, 111. 

+ * * 

Plays In School Band 
This is my first letter to the 

Junior REA News. My birthday 
is November 24. I have brown 
curly hair and blue eyes. I have a 
very fair complexion. I am five 
feet one inch tall. My father owns 
and operates a mine. I live on a 
100-acre farm. I am a sophomore 
at Equality Township High School. 
My hobbies are playing the piano, 
singing and playing the clarinet. I 
also play the clarinet in the Equal- ; 
ity High School Band. I am a 
Christian and attend the Little 
Green Valley Social Brethren 
Church where I serve as a pianist. 
I would like to hear from girls ] 
and boys 12 years old and over. I I 
will exchange pictures. — Loretta 
Milligan. R. R. .2, Equality, III. 

★ ★ ★ 
Takes Music Lessons 

I am a girl 11 years old. My 
birthday is June 16. I have a six 
year old sister. I am in the sixth 
grade and my teacher is Mrs. Rog¬ 
er Seigrist. My hobbies are riding 
piy bicycle, spelling, and reading. 
I take music lessons. We milk 11 
cows. I want to hear from girls 
only so come girls and give me a 
chance to use my stationery.— 
Shirley Stout, R. R. 2, La Harpe, 
m. 

* ★ * 

A Basketball Player 
I was 12 years old July 20. I am 

in the sixtlf 
grade. My hob¬ 
bies are riding 
my bike and 
playing basket¬ 
ball. I go to 
Cave - in - Rock 
School. I have 
one brother, 
Donald, who is 
10 years old. I 

am four feet, nine inches tall. Fill 
my mailbox, Pen Pals—both boys 
and girls.—Bobby Spivoy, R. R. 2, 
Cave-in-Rock, 111. 

* * * 

Writing Pen Pals A Hobby 
This is my first letter to the Jun¬ 

ior REA News. I would like a 
mailbox full of letters from every¬ 
where. I was 13 years old on Au¬ 
gust 1. I am five feet, four inches 
tall and have brown hair and 
brown eyes. I am in the eighth 
grade. I have two brothers and 
three sisters. My hobbies are 
reading, cooking, sowing, writing to 
Pen Pals, riding a bicycle, collect¬ 
ing pictures of movie stars and Pen 
Pals. I also want to learn to play 
the piano.—Mary Ellen Fleigle, R. 
R. 2, Nokomis, HI. 

★ * * 

A Blondie 
This is my first time to write to 

the Junior REA News. I am a girl 
13 years old. My birthday is Feb¬ 
ruary 13. I have blonde hair and 
blue eyes. I am five feet three 
inches tall and weigh 110 pounds. 
Come on boys and girls and fill my 
mailbox.—Joyce Henley, New Lib¬ 

erty, HI. 

Marjorie Enjoys The Radio 
I am a girl 16 years old. I have 

blonde hair and brown eyes. I am 
four feet 11 inches tall. I weigh 87 
pounds. My hobbies are movies and 
listening to the radio. I would like 
to hear from boys and girls be¬ 
tween the ages of 17 and 24. So 
come on Pen Pals and fill my mail 
box and I will try to answer them 
all.—Marjorie Harris, West Star 
Route, McLeansboro, HI. 

★ * Hr 

Birthday On Valentine’s Day 

I am a girl 14 years old. I have 
brown eyes, light brown hair and 
a light complexion. I have many 
hobbies. I am a frestiman In High 
School. I am five feet two inches 
tall and weigh 87 pounds. My birth¬ 
day is February 14. Come on Pen 
Pals and fill my mailbox. I will 
answer all letters.—Betty Lou 
Jackson, R.R. 1, Ozark, 111. 

★ ★ * 

Hobby Is Going To School 
I am a girl 10 years old and I 

have light brown 
hair and light 
: 1 u e eyes. My 
birthday is Jan¬ 
uary 19. My 
hobby is going to 
school. My tea¬ 
cher’s name is 
Mrs. Rose and I 
am in the fifth 
grade at Mead- 

owbrook School. Come on, Pan 
Pals, between nine and 13, write to 
me.—Josephine Rollo, R. No. 1, Ed- 
wardsville, 111. 

* * * 

A Red Head 

I am a girl eight years old and 
I go to a little country school 
named Little Silver Cr£ek School. 
I am in the third grade. I live on 
a 179 farm. I have red hair and 
brown eyes and a fair complexion. 
I have three sisters, Kay 11, Judy 
four, and Mary Jane, 15 months. I 
like^to collect pennies. I would like 
all girls from eight to 12 years old 
to write to me.—Donna Mae Cav- 
inder, R.R. 2, New Douglas, 111. 

★ * * 

Mary Ann Likes Reading 

I am a girl 11 years old. My 
birthday is 
March 18. I have 
brown hair and 
brown eyes. I 
am in the sixth 
grade. My hob¬ 
by is reading 
books. I have 
three brothers 
and three sisters. 
So come on, Pen 

Pals, and fill my mailbox.—Mary 
Ann Schiff, R. R. 1, Ridgway, 111. 

* * * 

Likes Riding A Bicycle 
This is my first letter to the 

Junior REA News. I am a girl 12 
years old and in the sikth grade 
at the McClure Grade School. My 
teacher is Mrs. Minnie Anderson. 
I have four brothers and six sisters. 
My birthday is March 21. My hobby 
is riding a bicycle. I would like boys 
and girls from 12 to 15 to write 
to me.—Romona Randol, McClure, 
Illinois. 

■k ★ ★ 

Betty Likes Fishing 

I am a girl 20 years old. I weigh 
106 pounds and am five feet, three 
inches tall. The color of my hair 
is brown and my eyes are grey. My 
hobbies are fishing, dancing and 
going to the movies. I would like 
both hoys and girls for Pen*Pals. 
Please fill my mail box. I enjoy 
writing.—Betty Lou Sheets, 204 E. 
Pearl Street, Jerseyville, 111. 

★ Hr ★ 

Donald’s Hobby Wrestling 
I am a boy 10 years old. I am 

four feet, nine inches tall. My hob¬ 
bies are Wrest¬ 
ling and playing 
football, also rid¬ 
ing horses. I go 
to Cave-In-Rock 
Grade School and 
I am in the fifth 
grade. My 
brother’s name is 
Bobby Lee and 
he is 12. Please 

fill my mailbox. — Donald Ray 
Spivey,'R. R. 1, Cave-In-Rock, III. 

★ ★ Hr 

Fill Marilyn’s Mailbox 
This is my first letter to the Jun¬ 

ior REA News. I am a girl 10 
years old. I have blond hair and 
blue eyes. I am in the fifth grade. 
My hobbies are riding a bike, re¬ 
ceiving and writingfletters. I have 
two brothers and two sisters. I 
would like to get letters from both 
boys and girls. I have to walk 
three-fourths of a mile to get my 
mail. Write to me and help fill 
my mailbox so when I get there 
I'll have some mail.—Marilyn Kauf¬ 
man, R. R. 1, Sheffield, HI. 
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Course For Power 
Use Advisers Set 
For Dec 8-10 

The second annual power use 
advisers training conference will be 
held at the University of Illinois, 
Urbana, December 8 to 10. 

The tentative program includes 
demonstrations and panel discus¬ 
sions covering, “Cooperative His¬ 
tory and Principles,” “A Plumbing 
Program for a Co-op;” "Planning 
and Equipping a Farmstead Water 
System:” “Writing a News Article;” 
“Teaching Techniques;” "How Can 
We Cooperate with other Agen¬ 
cies;” “New Crop Drying Equip¬ 
ment,” and "Adequate Wiring Pro¬ 
gram.” 

Inspection tours will be conduct¬ 
ed through the University’s electric 
engineering illuminating labora¬ 
tory. Demonstrations of electric 
equipment on the University’s ex¬ 
perimental farm will also be part 
of the conference program. 

Course Leaders 
Staff members of the University, 

REA officials, and Illinois coopera¬ 
tive managers will lecture and lead 
the discussions. 

Besides power use advisers and 
managers, agricultural teachers 
will be invited to attend the special 
three-day training course. 

The conference is being arranged 
by the Power-Use Committee in 
cooperation with the University of 
Illinois and REA. The Power- Use 
Committee is made up of T. H. Ha- 
fer, chairman. Dean Searls, Fred 
Darr, and A. E. Becker. 

NEWS FROM 
Rural Electric 

Divernon, 111. 

RALPH V. WHITE, Mgr, 

The line construction on our "M ’ 
section is going 'along at a very sat¬ 
isfactory rate. With breaks in the 
weather we will have all the poles 
set on this section by December 3lst 
of this year. Our line stringing crews 
should be able to complete all instal¬ 
lations around February 1, 1949. We 

are now connect¬ 
ing between 30 
and 40 new 
members on our 
construction pro¬ 
gram each month. 
Some of these 
applicants have 
been waiting a 
long time for 
electricity. We 

Ralph White are very grateful 
for their patience and consideration. 
When this section has been energized 
our new line construction will be all 
complete and with the exception of a 
few scattered extensions here and 
there, all who have applied for elec¬ 
tric service will be connecKd. What 
a great day that will be!!! 

NEW SUBSTATIONS 

Those of you who attended our 
last annual meeting know that we 
are planning to erect new substations 
in i our project. For the benefit of 
those members who are in the south¬ 
ern and eastern part of our territory 
—in the vicinities of Harvel, Ray¬ 
mond and the territory between Litch¬ 
field and Waggoner the substation 
will be erected at a point south and 
east of Harvel to serve those in the 
above mentioned areas. The erection 
of this substation will not only re¬ 
lieve the heavy load on our substation 
south of Springfield but will also 
be in a postion to give better ser¬ 
vice to all of our members. 

We will also erect a substa¬ 
tion in the western part of our 
project between Auburn and 
\Vavcrly which will also serve 
all the members in the north¬ 
west and southwest part of our 
project. 
If the necessary materials are a- 

vailable we hope to complete the 
installation of these two substations 
in the early part of 1949. 

MANAGEMENT SURVEY 
A management survey is being con¬ 

ducted in your cooperative for the 
purpose of determining what the fi¬ 
nancial status of your cooperative 
will be in the years that lie ahead. 
This study is of great importance to 
all of you members and will have 
been completed by the time you re¬ 
ceive this edition of the Illinois REA 
News. 

Due to the greatly increased cost 
of purchased power, of labor and 
materials, several cooperatives in the 
State of Illinois have already adjusted 
their rate schedules. 

Upon the completion of this man- 

With a wide variety of farm 
machinery and equipment, Hi¬ 
ram Calloway of Pawnee finds 
good use for electrically power¬ 
ed tools. 

Hiram has found a new use 
for the compressor in the above 
picture. The compressed air 
makes it easy to clean the dirt 
off of the tractors and com¬ 
bines as he demonstrates. 

The welder in his repair shed 
pictured below, along with a 
complete stock of tools, mean 
quick repairs right on the farm. 
He also has a workshop in 
the basement of his home and 
a darkroom for developing pic¬ 
tures. Photography is one of 
several of his hobbies. 

The Calloway family farm 
of 400 acres is served by Rural 
Electric Convenience Coopera¬ 
tive of Divernon. 

agement survey and future forecast, 
it may be necessary for your co¬ 
operative to consider the possibility 
of increasing the rate schedules in our 
project. 

METER READINGS 

We have tried to express the 
importance of reading your meter 
on time. It is very necessary and 
urgent that all members read their 
meters in the time designated. 
Failure to do so not only leads to 
confusion and misunderstandings 
but also places a burden of extra 
work and expense on the cooper¬ 
ative office. We have on the 
average of 100 members per 
month who fail to read their 
meters and send them in on time. 
Will you please cooperate as 
much as possible and relieve your 
office of this unnecessary ex¬ 
pense. 

ANNUAL MEETING 
This is just a reminder that the 

annual meeting of your cooperative 
will be held February 7, 1949, at 
Divernon. This is your meeting in 
which all of you participate. It is 
not only your privilege but also your 
duty to attend. 

Several very important issues will 
be brought up for your considera¬ 
tion—a good program is being ar¬ 
ranged—a top-notch speaker from 
the Rural Electrification Administra¬ 
tion will be here to give the main 
address and as in the past several 
gifts will be given awTay. 

Be sure to tell your friends and 
neighbors about your annual meet¬ 
ing and not only make arrangements 
to come yourselves but bring some¬ 
one with you. 

NEED POLES? 
Your cooperative has several 30 

foot creosoted poles for sale at cost. 
Now is a good time to replace those 
old broken-down poles in your wir¬ 
ing system. If you are contemplating 
building a corn crib or stock sheds 
these poles will come in very handy. 
For further information you can come 
in or call our office. 

There are two changes being 
made in the billing system of the 
cooperative to which we would like 
to call members attention. 

(1) Those of you who have been 
receiving bills 
on the 10th of 
each month and 
have been re¬ 
ceiving your me¬ 
ter r ea d i n g 
cards around 
the 25th of the 
month will have 
a change i n 
your billing 

T. H. Hafer dates. Your 
cards will be- received around the 
16th of the month and your bills 
will be dated the first of the fol¬ 
lowing month. This change is be¬ 
ing made effective December 1st 
bill so you probably already know 
about it. The purpose of this change 
is to even out the work in the office 
so that it will be more regular. 

Your bills will be made out the 
first of one month and the bills 
going to the other half of the mem¬ 
bers will be made out the first of 
the next month. Heretofore one 
group of bills has been made on 
the 10th and the other the first of 
the month which does not give as 
even a distribution of work in the 
office as is desired. 

This change means that you folks 
who change from the 10th to the 
1st will be billed on the basis of 
10 days less than the regular two 
months period. Your minimum and 
rate will be adjusted accordingly 
so that you will not pay anything 
except the regular rate and regular 
minimum for this period when the 
change is made. From then on you 

will be on the regular two months 
billing. Please remember to send 
your meter cards back promptly 
within two days after yod receive 
them. 

(2) Beginning with the February 
bills you will receive your bill on 
a post card instead*of in a sealed 
envelope. Your co-op is installing 
a new billing machine which will 
save some time in the office in 
operating. The old machine was a 
used one when it wTas purchased 
about 10 years ago by the co-op 
and therefore the new machine is 
being installed to eliminate delays 
and extra time which may be lost 
due to expected breakdowns of the 
old machine. 

A new machine is arranged to 
make possible post card billing 
which will save the co-op consider¬ 
able time in stuffing the bills into 
envelopes as well as postage. The 
co-op is making this change to 
operate at the top efficiency possi¬ 
ble in order to hold down all the 
expense we can. We trust it will 
work out satisfactorily for all mem¬ 
bers. 

FUSTATS AVAILABLE 
It has come to our attention that 

many dealers do not handle fustats 
which are the modern tamperproof 
fuses which are used by most of 
our members. These fuses are now 
required by the National Electric 
Code, therefore are installed on all 
new jobs and many members have 
installed them in their old fuse 
boxes. They give your wiring better 
protection because they eliminate 
the chance for someone to put too 
large a fuse into the fuse socket. 

If your dealer does not handle 
them you should tell him that 
they are needed and ask him to 
include them in his stock, but 
if you need fuses and cannot 
secure them from your dealer 
you can get them from the co¬ 
op office. 
Remember that if a fuse blows 

in your wiring system it is not the 
fuse which is at fault. The trouble 
is that there is something wrong 

TVA Tax Payment 
Exceeds That Paid 
By Former Owners 

Pointing to frequent charges that 
the Tennessee Valley Authority is 
tax-exempt, K. G. Whitaker, secre¬ 
tary of the Power Distributors In¬ 
formation committee, has issued a 
special report which shows that 
last year TVA and power distrib¬ 
utors paid $854,014 more in taxes 
than when the properties were un¬ 
der private ownership. The com¬ 
mittee is made up of rural electric 
co-ops and municipalities who dis¬ 
tribute TVA power. 

Whitaker stated that the report 
should explode once and for all the 
charge that public ownership of 
generation, transmission and dis¬ 
tribution facilities in the Tennessee 
Valley has created a tax burden on 
the states, counties and cities of 
the region. 

“Bear in mind,”-he declared, "that 
in addition to this, the Federal 
Government gets all the earnings 
of the TVA, not simply a percent¬ 
age like they would under income 
tax arrangements.” 

TVA, during the fiscal year end¬ 
ed June 30, 1947, according to 
Whitaker’s report, paid to seven 
states and 132 counties a total cf 
$1,666,095 in lieu of taxes as requir¬ 
ed under the TVA act. During the 
same period, property taxes and 
equivalents actually paid to state 
and local units of government by 
municipalities and cooperative as¬ 
sociations distributing TVA power 
amounted to $2,320,537. 

The combined payments, totaling 
$3,986,632, exceed by $854,014 the 
property taxes of $3,132,618 former¬ 
ly paid on all reservoir lands and 
power production and distribution 
properties when they were in pri¬ 
vate ownership. 

Electricity Good Helper 
For Modem Poultryman 

Electricity can be put to profit¬ 
able use on the poultry farm in 
these jobs: 

Lighting the poultry house — 5 
kilowatt hours per month, 25 per 
year for 100 hens. 

Incubating chicks — 15 kilowatt 
hours per 100 hens. 

Brooding—one-half kilowatt hour 
per chick. 

Heating water (to prevent freez¬ 
ing)—5 kilowatt hours per month 
in winter for 100 hens. 

Grinding feed—1 kilowatt hour 
per 300 pounds of feed. 

Alarms — 1 kilowatt hour per 
month. 

Cleaning and Candling eggs— 
current consumption negligible. 

Interest Rates Due to Rise 
On Farm Mortgages Shortly 

The days of 4 per cent farm 
mortgages are definitely numbered, 
according to R. I. Nowell of the 
Equitable Life Assurance Society. 
Nowell told a group of mortgage 
bankers recently that his company 
is raising interest rates to 4% per 
cent in most sections of the coun¬ 
try. He attributed the rising rate 
to competition in the money mar¬ 
ket for capital. 

There were 381,000 lambs raised 
on Illinois farms in 1948, the smallest 
lamb crop since 1926. The number is 
31 per cent less than the 1942 record 
lamb crop. 

Wetting agents help to clean the 
cream separator. Boiling water pour¬ 
ed over the parts helps to make them 
sterile. 

in your wiring circuit or your ap¬ 
pliance, or else you have too much 
of an electric load plugged into 
that circuit. If you have trouble 
of this kind and cannot figure it 
out, call in a good electrician or 
discuss it with him and if you can¬ 
not get a satisfactory explanation 
then stop in at the office or write 
a card to your co-op office and 
our wiring inspector will be glad 
to give you further information re¬ 
garding your trouble if possible. 

ANNUAL MEETING 
We will soon come to the time of 

another co-op annual meeting. The 
date will soon be selected by the 
Board of Directors and th# pro¬ 
gram arranged fbr. Your directors 
will be glad to have suggestions 
from members as to the type of 
annual meeting you would like to 
have. Watch the Illinois REA News 
and your mail for other informa¬ 
tion when the final plans are de¬ 
cided upon. 
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NEWS FROM 
Eastern Illinois 

Power Co-op 
Paxton, fll. 

T. M. Brady, Manager 

TELEPHONE NUMBERS FOR 
OUTAGE CALLS 

Office—8 p.m. to 5 p.m. except Sat- 
nrday, Sunday & holidays -Paxton 185 

Toni Barbieur, Paxton, 595 
Kenneth Slater, Paxton, 576 
T. M. Brady, Paxton, 633 
W. S. Nelson, Paxton, 409L 
Jesse Fiets, Gilman, 159 
W, H. Kamm, Hoopeston, 586 
Don Allison, Ifoopcston, 7144 
Walter Gott, Cropsey, 56 
In case of an outage, check to see 

if your neighbors have service. If not, 
call collect one of the above numbers. 
If your call is not accepted, you will 
know that the report of the outage 
has already been received and that it 
is being taken care of. 

This is the second issue of the 
ILLINOIS REA NEWS sent to our 
members and if you like this paper 
we will appreciate it if the members 
will iet us know by postal card or 
some other method. 

On October 31, 1948, our new 1500 
KVA sub-station located two miles 
north and one mile east of Sibley 
was turned on to serve that area. 
This substation is large enough to 
take care of the load and voltage con¬ 
dition for that area for years to 
come. 

At the present time we have exper¬ 
ienced low voltage conditions on our 
lines all over our area from all sub¬ 
stations due to the fact that the com¬ 
pany, which supplies us with electric 
service; namely, the Central Illinois 
Public Service Company, does not 
have a sufficient amount of power 
to serve its area and our area at the 
present time. This was brought about 
by the large increase in load that ap¬ 
peared in our area since the war and 
did not give the power company a 
sufficient amount of time to build new 
power plants and new transmission 
lines to keep pace with the ever-grow¬ 
ing load of the towns in this area as 
well as our rural lines. 

Mondays and Tuesdays are the 
days that most of the load appears 
on the lines and every evening, 
especially between the hours of 
5 and 7 p. m. as that is the period 
when the heaviest load is on all 
over our lines in this area. 
This low voltage that we have 

experienced is also prevalent in the 
near-by towns that is served by the 
Central Illinois Public Service Com¬ 
pany. The voltage condition is not 
due to the cooperative’s substations or 
lines but it is due to the shortage of 
power. This condition not only exists 
in our area but in the entire middle 
west including the city of Chicago. 

However, there is under construc¬ 
tion at the present time a 130,000 
volt line from Hudsonville, Illinois, 
power plant to Paxton and the line 
itself will be completed approximatelv 
the middle of December as we were 
told by the Central Illinois Public 
Service Company. At that time they 
expject to place into operation some 
temporary 69,000 volt transformers 
and operate this feeder at 69,000 volts 
and is expected to relieve a lot of our 
low voltage condition. 

The entire completion of this line 
will be the installation of the*"!38,000 
volt transformer which will not be 
installed until the latter part of the 
first quarter of next year. We trust 
and hope when this line is energized 
in the middle of December it will elim¬ 
inate the low voltage condition that 
we have at the present time. Our 
cooperative is very sorry about this 
condition and is in sympathy with 
the people who have equipment that 
does not operate properly. 

It would be well to watch any 
automatic equipment such as 
motors during the low voltage 
period to see that they do not 
burn out if they are not equipped 
with a low voltage release. In 
order to insure against damage to 
motors they should be equipped 
with low voltage releases and 
over voltage protection. It-might 
be well, also, for you to change 
your washing and ironing periods 
from Monday and Tuesday to 
Wednesday and Thursday. 

TREE TRIMMING 
Your cooperative is doing every¬ 

thing it possibly can to eliminate out¬ 
age along our lines and we have on 
order and have received a large 
number of 224 automatic oil circuit 
reclosers that will be placed along the 
lines of the cooperative to insure 
automatic operation in case of tem¬ 
porary outage. 

With the installation of all of these 
reclosers, the cooperative can be as¬ 
sured of more continuity of service 
throughout the year, but when a tree 
dr Umb falls across the line, the auto¬ 

matic reclosers will cut off the electric 
service on the lines and it will be 
necessary for the service man to re¬ 
move the tree or limb from the line. 

At the present time we have a 
tree crew with a power saw, truck, 
and five men, who are cutting trees 
along the route of the present lines 
to further assure you of the best of 
electric service. 

We wish to give many thanks to 
the people who have allowed us to 
cut the trees along the lines which 
will cause us trouble during storms, 
sleet and heavy snows. 

Any tree that is dangerous to our 
lines will eventually cause an out¬ 
age to your particular line and will 
cause you to be without electric ser¬ 
vice for considerable time. For that 
reason, we ask the cooperation of 
each and every member to allow these 
trees to be removed in order to assure 
you of good electric service which 
will also benefit your neighbors. 

RADIO TELEPHONES 

Your cooperative has installed in 
a number of its trucks a mobile radio 
telephone which is a two-way radio 
telephone so we can contact th^ trucks 
from our headquarters while they are 
driving along the road and they in 
turn can call us from their truck at 
our office or headquarters and this 
has been done to shorten the period 
of outage for om members. 

The Bel! Telephone Company 
has installed this equipment in 
our trucks at Hoopeston, Crop¬ 
sey, and Paxton, which operates 
through a central station owned 
by the Bell Telephone Company 
at Champaign. The range at 
which this equipment can be used 
has been limited in miles and we 
cannot reach all of our territory, 
but they are still working on the 
plan to include our Gilman ter¬ 
ritory which may operate out of 
the Kankakee Bell Telephone 
area. 

It is the aim of your cooperative 
to do everything that is possible to 
give its members the best of service 
as we realize all of our members are 
dependent upon electric service in 
their farming operations as well as 
convenience of electric service. 

It is our aim to serve to the best of 
our ability and we certainly will ap¬ 
preciate any cooperation that you 
can give us to assist us in this matter, 
such as previously mentioned, the re¬ 
moval of trees and brush along the 
present lines. 

CONSTRUCTION 

The construction of the R lines and 
the S S T lines are going along at 
a rapid pace at the locations where 
the right-of-way has all been se¬ 
cured and all of the trees, brush and 
hedge has been removed. * 

It is our intention to complete the 
R lines first as they have been signed 
up for the longest period. 

The completion of the S and T 
lines will follow rapidly after that 
period, but we have many applicants 
on the S and T lines who have not 
completed their right of way ease- 

NEWS FROM 
Egyptran Co-op 

SteelviUe, Illinois 
R. S. HOLT, Mgr. 

TELEPHONE NUMBERS 

In case of an outage on your farm, , 
check to see if your neighbors have 
service. If not caH one of the follow- j 
ing telephone numbers immediately and 
report any information you may have 
on the outage such as—Lightning, 
Storm, Strong Wind, Tree in Line, 
Broken Insulator, etc. 

Murphysboro and Carbondale Area 
call: 

Warehouse, Carbondale, 25-F-12. 
Alvin Long, Murphysboro, 1166. 
Richard Robinson, Carbondale, 26-F-5. 

• | All other area call: 
Mam Office, Steeleville. 68 Commer¬ 

cial. 
John Shriver, Chester, 544-R. / 
Robert Huddleston, Steeleville, 
• 43-F-41. 
R. S. Holt. Steeleville, 101-F-21. 

Last Sunday, my wife and I took a 

long drive through our Southern Il¬ 

linois Rural areas. We both enjoyed 

this trip immensely. I was busy try¬ 

ing to explain the various types of 

construction used by our linemen in 
building the power lines to your 
farms, but she kept interrupting me 

meats nor have they completed the 
removal of the trees and brush along 
the route of their lines. We do not 
think it is necessary to caution you 
again on -this matter as when the con¬ 
tractor is ready to build this particu¬ 
lar line and you have not completed 
your obligation, k will be necessary to. 
pass your line up for a future allot¬ 
ment which will not come for ap¬ 
proximately 12 months. Your cooper¬ 
ation in doing your part will assure 
you of your line during this construc¬ 
tion period. 

All persons who have their yard 
pole stake or meter pole set, may 
start on their wiring and complete 
it as soon as possible. Where the 
yard pole is set, all of the wiring 
may be completed. Where the meter 
pole stake it set, all of the wiring 
can be completed except the wiring 
on the pole. We have not as yet re¬ 
ceived all of the wire for the S and 
T allotment, but we expect to receive 
it in the first quarter of next year. 

We again ask the cooperation of 
all of the applicants on the R, S, 
and T lines to do their share so we 
will not be delayed in giving you. 
electric service. 

LET US KNOW 
Again we ask if you like this 

ILLINOIS REA NEWS, drop us 
a card and tell us as the direc¬ 
tors are anxious to know whether 
to continue to send this magazine 
to you or not. In behalf of the 
Board of Directors and the em¬ 
ployees of the Eastern Illinois 
Power Cooperative, we wish all 
of our members a very happy 
Christmas and a happy and pros¬ 
perous New Year. 

EDWARD C. COLLIER 

E. C. Collier of Springfield, 

has been appointed assistant 

head. Region V, REA manage¬ 

ment division. He was formerly 
field representative for the divi¬ 
sion in Illinois 

, Dean Coffman of Decatur, has 
been assigned to Collier’s former 
position as field representative. 

with exclamations about the big 
pumpkins she saw in the corn fields, 
or some big turkey gobbler, or the 
beautiful foliage on some distant hill¬ 
side. I’ll let you guess who did the 
most talking. 

We did accomplish one pur¬ 
pose and that was to see electric¬ 
ity at work on the farm. It is 
really amazing to see the many, 
many jobs that electricity is do¬ 
ing on the farm today. Who 
would have believed that such 
things were possible nine years 
ago? 

Now as we approach the joyous 
Christmas Sea¬ 
son and the 
ending of anoth¬ 
er year many of 
us will pause a 
moment to recol¬ 
lect. Many a 
story will begin 
with the words— 
“Now when I 
was younger,” 
while his or her 

youthful listener will probably retort 
with—“When I am old enough - - 
These dreams and ambitions fill a 
necessary part of our life. During this 
great month let us then ever be mind¬ 
ful of the many good things which 
have come to us and also of things 
which we can have by working to¬ 
ward our goal. 

We are still living in a troubled 
world. Let’s all help spread cheer 
and good will during this Christmas 
Season and throughout the coming 
year. 

CONSTRUCTION 

We have completed 19.5 miles of 

R S. Holt 

line this month plus 16 member ser¬ 
vice extensions. Tht* makes a total 
of 162 miles of line completed Ibis 
year. We are now serving 3,625 
farms. The Elkville substation is 
complete except for the installation 
of metering equipment by C. I. P. S. 
This should help the power situation 
in the southern part of our territory. 

Two new power wagons have 
been purchased to replace some of 
our older transportation equipment. 

The construction of our new ware¬ 
house and garage is well ahead of 
schedule. 

RATE CHANGE 

Since the initial organization of our 
cooperative, schools, churches and 
club houses have been billed on an 
annual minimum payable in advance. 
We have had quite a bit of difficul¬ 
ty in collecting some of these bills 
and quite a few have failed to send 
in meter readings even though we 
have written several times asking for 
these readings. These accounts have 
increased our administrative expense 
considerably. 

Within a short time, all schools and 
churches will receive a letter inform¬ 
ing them that they will be required 
to pay a minimum of $2.06 each 
month and all Club Houses will have 
a minimum of $3.09 per month 
Further details will be sent by sep¬ 
arate letter. 

WIRING 
I wonder how many of you have 

given any serious consideration to the 
adequacy of your present wiring 
system. When your homes were 
originally wired many of you did not 
plan to own the appliances you now 
have and possibly did not make pro¬ 
visions for such a large load. 

Electricity is one of the finest 
things you can have on the farm. 
It saves you countless hours of 
work and will make money for 
you if you use it right. When 
you get ready to make any 
changes in your wiring system 
or add new appliances it will pay 
you to have a qualified electrician 
do this work for you. 

When your fuses burn out, it is a 
warning that one of your circuits is 
over-loaded, or your wiring system 
may have developed a short. Try to 
find out what caused the trouble 
Don't put in a larger fuse than th 
one you take out. 
 £  

Western Illinois Gets 
REA Loan of $253,000 

A loan of $253,000 has been ap¬ 
proved by the Rural Electrification 
Administration for Western Illinois 
Electrical Cooperative of Carthage, 
it was announced last month. 

The loan provides for 101 miles 
of line to serve 231 rural consumers, 
for system improvements including 
10 miles of tie line, for headquart¬ 
ers facilities, for two-way radio 
communication system and for 
completion of previously approved 
construction. ^ 

WHO FINANCES THE N.T.E.A.? ? ? ? 
‘Th* d*f** to destroy the rights farmor coop*ferti**c la th* United States cotv 

Stmies unabated. As in the past this drive is spearheaded by an organization 
known as the National Tex Equality Association. 

"The full story of the Identity and financing el fids giant anti-cooperative ecv 
deavor is aot known to die public because of fixe conscious effort of its sponsoM 
Bo obscure it..... 

i "The House Small Business Committee, of which I am a member, conducted 
Wriensir* hearings on the subject of cooperatives. During the course of these 
hearings a request was made by Rep Wright Patman (Texas) for the National To* 
Equality Association to submit a complete statement of its receipts, contribution* 
and disbursements. He pointed out that certain cooperatives (including Pacific 
Supply xnd others in the Pacific Northwest) had been asked by the committee So 
submit their full records and that every one of them had fully complied. The Na- 
Bonal Tax Equality Association to date has faUedJo submit any of the information 
called for. 

"A recent estimate made after a survey of the records of the Clerk of the House 
Cf Representatives shows that almost a million dollars a year is being spent by 
She N-TXJL and its affiliates. Yet we have no record of who is contributing these 
Cast sums of money to destroy fanner cooperatives. I think it is time we find out 
Who Is behind this campaign." 

HERE MR. JACKSON 
Is Part Of The Answer 

KP0RT OF THE 

PACIFIC P0WEK & LIGHT COMPANY 
.. . <1. Ptblk IMWi. CMMOMI W a*, 
pbotwtrtic copy.) 

EXTRA COPIES or THIS POSTER 
Are Availuble at the Office of tb« 

PACIFIC NORTHWEST COOPEBATOR 
box 1004 Walla Walla. Waafaiogto* 

COOPERATIVE VOTERS 

PLEASE REMEMBER! 

Sc rut I By of ctu* record of alt otha* Orof OB. Maiio ao4 Waafeiuft** power 
paniaa is (hi* reaped M aaggeatol wh«e ibejr M«k poor cooperaitou •« « ballot. 

IN A RECENT issue, the PACI¬ 
FIC NORTHWEST COOPERA¬ 
TOR broadside, shown above, re¬ 
vealed an example of how liberally 
profit power supports tax equality 
groups and spends on lobbv activities. 

It shows that one utility gave $1,000 

to the National Tax Equality Assoc¬ 

iation to aid in the fight for taxation 

of non-existent income of coopera- 

fives. 

The National Tax Equality Assoc¬ 

iation represents itself as being an 

organization of small businessmen 

seeking taxation of cooperatives. 

In addition, the broadside shows 

that the utility contributed $3,430 to 

the National Association of Electric 

Companies, spent $8,380.58 in two 

state legislatures, and gave sums to 

two state tax groups. 
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Farming News Notes 

ILLINOIS REA NEWS 

of the part co-op electricity is play¬ 
ing in the prosperity of rural areas. 

Trucks, shown in the picture line 
up to filled with limestone seen at 
right. The huge quarry pit is in 
the rear. The stone is hoisted up a 
conveyor from the pit where it is 
crushed by electric-powered ma¬ 
chinery. * 

so, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
John Maroso, Carlinville to 
Philip L. Owens, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Oren Owens, Girard, has 
been announced. The wedding 
date has been set for the eve¬ 
ning of December 18th at the 
Christian Church, Carlinville. 
Miss Maroso has been in the 
employ of the cooperative as 
assistant bookkeeper for the 
past three years. 

Miss Charlotte F. Crew, Carl¬ 
inville, has been employed to 
take over the duties of assistant 
bookkeeper. 

SEASON’S GREETINGS 
This is the last issue of the news 

before the Holiday Season and we 
wish to take this opportunity of 
extending to all of our members 
a very merry Xmas and Happy 
New Year. 

We appreciate the coopera¬ 
tion that the members have 
shown this past year and it 
is only by your interest and 
such cooperation that helps to 
build a better cooperative and 
give you better service. We look 
back on the past year with a 
great deal of pride because we 
have brought service to many 
new members and this will be 
their first Christmas to enjoy 
electricity. 
The coming year should see the 

greater part of our project complet¬ 
ed. In fact we are estimating that 
95 per cent of the farms in the 
area which we serve will have our 
service. We had hoped that the 
work could be completed by the 
end of the year so that everyone 
who wanted the service could en¬ 
joy it this Holiday Season but it 
seems impossible at this time in 
view of the fact that we were de¬ 
layed in starting this last allot¬ 
ment. 

NEWS ITEMS 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Link, mem¬ 

bers of the cooperative, Carlinville, 
celebrated their 25th wedding anni¬ 
versary in October. A large recep¬ 
tion was held at their country 
home. 

Mr. and Mrs. J. E. Davis, At¬ 
water, have enjoyed a motor trip 
through the South visiting with 
friends in Arkansas and Louisiana. 
They spent several days in New 
Orleans with their daughter, Doris 
Ann Davis, who has been or? a 
tour of 10 states with the Dorothy 
Hild Ballet Company. 

Mr. and Mrs. Henry Wagner, 
Staunton, members of the co¬ 
operative, are the parents of a 
baby girl, Carol Irene bom 
October 13th at Macoupin Hos¬ 
pital, Carlinville. Carol is the 
second daughter. /> 
Miss Evelyn Love, daughter of 

Mr. and Mrs. Loren Love. Carlin¬ 
ville, became the bride of Harold 
R. Gates, son of Mr. and Mrs. Will¬ 
ard Gates of Palmyra. The marri¬ 
age took place at Concord Primi¬ 
tive Baptist Church. Elder Harry 
J. Dobbs performed the double ring 
ceremony. The young couple ‘will 
reside on a farm near Palmyra. 

of 1.000 tons of limestone. 
The company, located south 

of Fieldon, is managed by Wil¬ 
bur Hoffstetter, whose brother, 
George Hoffstetter, manager 
of the Baughman Limestone 
Equipment Co. of Jerseyville, 
designed the machinery used 
at the quarry. 
The quarry is another example 

number. It is our suggestion that 
you make an entry in your tele¬ 
phone book or cut out the list of 
telephone numbers at the top of 
this column so that you will have 
the new numbers as well as the 
new residence addresses of these 
service men in your territory. 

There are some members who 
call Claud Mc¬ 
Afee, Brighton 
40, and we feel 
that perhaps it 
is not generally 
known that on 
Sunday the 
Brighton tele¬ 
phone exchange 
does not operate 
between the 

A, C. Barnes house of 10 a.m. 
and 6 p.m. Therefore, if it is neces¬ 
sary for you to call Mr. McAfee 
during these hours on Sunday, we 
ask that you call one of our service¬ 
men in Jerseyville and they will 
get in touch with Mr. McAfee. 

We give you this information in 
order to cut down the length of any 
interruption which might occur. 

MEMBER PASSES 
Mr. Elizabeth Grassel died at 

her country home four miles west 
of Hillsboro, Butler Grove Town¬ 
ship on November 2nd. At her death 
she was 91 years 5 months and 26 
days old and was One of the oldest 
residents of the county. 

Mrs. Grassel was born in Logan- 
sport, Ind and was a daughter of 
the late Michael and Prieilla Remn- 
snider. She lived in Indiana until 
she was 11-years-old. In 1868 her 
parents moved to Illinois settling 
near Springfield. She was married 
to Edward Grassel on March 15th, 
1881. Mr. Grassel came to Montgom¬ 
ery County in 1859 with his parents 
and lived on a farm west of Hills¬ 
boro. After their marriage they re¬ 
sided on this farm and have lived 
there for 75 years. After the death 
of Mr. Grassel, Mrs. Grassel and 
her son, Arthur, continued to make 
their home on the farm. 

The Grassel farm was one of the 
first to receive the service of the 
M. J. M. Electric Cooperative. Mrs. 
Grassel and her son have always 
been interested in the business af¬ 
fairs of the cooperative and have 
attended many of the annual meet¬ 
ings. 

We feel that in her passing we 
have lost one of our most active 
members, and we wish to extend 
our sympathy to the surviving re¬ 
latives. 

NEW APPLIANCES 
Water Heaters: Herbert Cutshall 

Rt No. 1, Litchfield; Geo. Seniker- 
Bunker HiH; W. Otto. Konneker- 
Carlinville (Mr. Konneker has also 
installed a milk cooler); Henry A. 
Martin, Butler; Raymond Schuette, 
Staunton; Ray A. Brown, Irving. 

Deep Freeze: Ralph Brooks and 
C. A. Brooks-Jerseyville. 

Electric .Stove: Robert DiHard-, 
Bunker Hill. 

L. E. Emery-Raymond, electric 
heater, water softener and water 
system. 

WITH OUR EMPLOYEES 
The engagement and coming 

marriage of Miss Albina Maro- 

DEMAND AND PRICE 
High- employment and in¬ 

creasing consumer incomes 
continue to support a strong 
demand for most farm products. 
Nevertheless, the general level 
of prices received by farmers 
bas been declining, while prices 
of nen-agricultural commodi¬ 
ties, as a group, have been 
relatively stable. ~ 

* ★ ★ 

A 11 per cent drop in 
prices received by Illinois 
farmers for food products 
was experienced during mid- 
October. Compared to the 
record price levels of Octo¬ 
ber, 1947, prices of feed 
grains and hay declined 6$ 
per cent. 

Caution is the keynote of 
farm outlook predictions. 
Farms costs are double those 
of 10 years ago and may go 
even higher, while prices of 
farm products are decreasing. 
Profits will depend on how suc¬ 
cessfully farmers can pare their 
costs of production. 

* ★ ★ 

On the optimistic side, are 
the signs pointing to continued 
high farm commodity demands. 
It is expected that the new 
Congress will provide larger 
appropriations for Europe and 
for National Defense. 

★ ★ ★ 

As for price supports, two 
key Congressional leaders 
recently came out for con¬ 
tinuation of 90 per cent of 
parity. Rep. Cooley, likely 
chairman of the House Agri¬ 
culture Committee, and Sen¬ 
ator Elmer Thomas, likely 
chairman of the Senate Agri¬ 
culture Committee, both ap¬ 
proved the 90 per cent sup¬ 
port level. 

Cooley said the farmers need 
protection against depression 
prices. He also declared that 
they must be willing to accept 
production control along with 
government price support. 

★ * ★ 

HOG PRODUCTION 
With cheap feeds, moderate 

supplies of meat, and prospects 
of strong consumer demand, 
the outlook is favorable for 
efficient hog producers. 

★ ★ ★ 

CORN PROBLEMS 
On top of the lack of stor¬ 

age space—estimated in Illinois 
as short for 32,000,000 bushels 
—the strike of longshoremen at 
northern Atlantic Coast ports, 
is causing much concern. 
Grains for export can only be 
shipped as long as the elevator 
space at ports allow. Once the 
elevators are full, experts pre¬ 
dict, corn dryers in the inter¬ 
ior will have to stop their oper¬ 
ations. They have been buy¬ 
ing wet corn and drying it for 
export. If they stop, congestion 
ki high moisture corn will de¬ 
velop at terminals. Even if the 
strike is settled promptly, the 
delays in maximum capacity 
shipping schedules cannot be 
made up, an expert said. 

★ ★ ★ 
FROM USDA 

Poultry and eggs have been 
at record levels all through 
1948. Both farm and retail 
prices of eggs have averaged 
slightly higher than last year. 

* * *■ 

Total supply erf all feed 
grains is largest ever. Nearly 
a fourth more than last year. 

.* * * 

There were more people at 
work on farms on November 1 
than for any November 1 since 
1940. There were 9 per cent 
more hired farm workers em¬ 

ployed than at the same date 
a year ago and slightly fewer 
family workers. ★ ★ ★ 

Farmers’ cash receipts in 
November are likely to be less 
than in the same month last 
year. Receipts during October, 
the seasonal high, were also 
below the all-time monthly high 
recorded in October, 1947. The 
cumulative total for the year to 
date, however, is expected to 
remain slightly higher than in 
the same period last year. 
FROM U. OF I. 

If you buy a boar, be sure he 
comes from a healthy herd, and 
then be doubly sure by keeping 
him isolated until you blood- 
test him for brucellosis. There’s 
no effective remedy for the 
sickness. All reactors to blood- 
test should be marketed. In¬ 
fected swine also present pos¬ 
sible danger of undulant fever 
in dairy herds and in farm 
families. 

★ * ★ 

Sodium arsenit, a deadly 
poison, is a cheap effective 
way to kill such undesirable 
trees as thorn apple, elm, 
hedge, honey locuts and wild 
cherry. Cutting is not the 
solution to these prolific 
sprouts, and pulling stumps 
is the hard way. The chemi¬ 
cal will destroy both tops and 
i*oots so that there will be no 
sprouting later. This is the 
best time of the year to poi¬ 
son the trees. Strict precau¬ 
tions should be taken in 
handling the poison, and 
keep cattle out of the fields 
until next spring. 

★ * ★ 

Because it’s a little late now 
to put up rectangular corn 
cribs, a temporary round crib 
made of snowfence of welded 
wire mesh, appears to be a 
practical answer to the corn 
storage problem. The round 
crib takes less time to build. 

Three 50-foot rolls of 48- 
inch snowfence will provide a 
crib 12 feet in diameter by 12 
feet high with space for about 
900 bushels of ear corn. Any 
larger size should have a ven¬ 
tilator shaft in the center. 

Strips of roll roofing and 1 
by 4 inch boards for rafters 
are laid over the ridged corn 
for a roof. Strips of tin or other 
flexible material should be used 
to fasten the boards together 
so they will settle with the corn. 

* * * 

DID YOU KNOW? 
Using artificial lights in the 

laying house in the morning or 
evening, or both, will extend 
the day to 13 or 14 hours. ★ ★ ★ 

The average value erf 
buildings on Illinois farms in¬ 
creased from about $950 in 
1900 to $6,200 in 1948. 

★ ★ ★ 

Applying hydrated lime to 
the laying house litter wiH help 
keep it dry all winter. ★ ★ ★ 

Conservative e s t i m ates 
indicate that hybrid corn 
seed increased production on 
the average at least 25 per 
cent. 

* * * 

Cost accounts show that beef 
calves born in the Spring pay 
best. 
'X' DISEASE 

A mysterious "X” disease is 
reported ravaging the nation’s 
dairy herds. Cause and cure 
are not known. Quarantine is 
advised as protection for other 
cattle. Loss of condition, thick¬ 
ening of skin and weakness 
are symptoms. Government is 

M. J. M. ELECTRIC COOPERA¬ 
TIVE of Carlinville supplies Jersey 
Quarry Company, with approxi¬ 
mately 16,000 KWH a month. 

The - quarry, which produces 
crushed road rock and hightest 
limestone for agricultural purposes, 
replaced its diesel power with co-op 
electricity some eight months ago. 
It has a daily production capacity 

NEWS FROM 

M.J.M. Co-op 
Carlinville, 0L 

A. C. BARNES, Mgr. 

TELEPHONE NUMBERS FOR 
OUTAGE CALLS 

Office—8:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. 
except Sat. & Sunday holi¬ 
days     Carlinville 136 

Homer Virden—Carlinville 326-L 
John Scroggins.-Carlinville 577-Y 
Aerio Balestri    
   Hillsboro County 2005 

Claude McAfee   Brighton 40 
Charles W. Witt     
    Jerseyville 663W1 

Wayne Bandy, 830 School st., 
   Hillsboro 830 KX 

Delmar Miller, 432 E. Arch st., 
   Jerseyville 688 W2 

If lineman does not answer and 
for any other business aside from 
trouble calls—Call A. C. Barnes, 
Carlinville 566-L. 

KEEP THIS LIST NEAR YOUR 
TELEPHONE. Check with your 
neighbors to see if their lights are 
out before calling. Then report the 
line outage. 

COOPERATION; INSURES 
BETTER SERVICE 

JERSEY COUNTY MEMBERS 
We wish to call attention to the 

members living in Jersey County, 
that they will find in the list of 
telephone numbers to call in case 
of interruption of'service, a change 
in telephone numbers. Charles Witt 
has recently completed a new 
home and has moved to 803 Sum¬ 
ner street and he now has a -differ¬ 
ent telephone number. Delmar Mil¬ 
ler has moved to Walnut street, the 
home formerly occupied by Charles 
Witt and he has a new telephone 

conducting campaign to find 
remedy. 

* * * 

RANDOM NOTES 
With more and more farmers 

going in for televinion sets, 
thanks to electricity, the de¬ 
partment of agriculture is 
planning special television pro¬ 
grams. 

Television presents an en¬ 
tire new approach and broad 
range to farm education. Ex¬ 
tension service demonstra¬ 
tions, tours of farms, home¬ 
making features, and farm 
shows, are only part erf the 
subject matter which farm 
families may soon command 
at the twist erf a elial. 

* * * 

What next for electricity? 
The Russians report the suc¬ 
cessful installation of an “elec¬ 
tric heart” in a dog. It was 
grafted into the chest of a dog 
and the animal Kved for three 
months. 
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NEWS FROM 
McDonough 

Power 
Macomb, III. 

Arthur H. Peyton, Mgr. 

As you have probably already 
noticed, we now have in operation 
a new billing machine which sets 
up your bill on a different form. 
There has been a considerable 
amount of confusion in regards to 
penalty, etc., on your card, which 
is your bill, replacing the paper 
form that you have received in the 
past." 

The majority of the consumers 
are mistaken 
and confused on 
the same thing. 

The new billing 
machine sets up 
the penalty at 
the same time it 
bills. Under 
“penalty” you 
will notice a fig- 
u r e which i s 
your penalty if 

you fail to pay your bill by the 
2!5th of the month. This penalty 
is not figured in with your net 
bill, therefore, to figure your bill 
if not paid by the 25th, add your 
penalty to the net bill which will 
give you the amount of ydtir bill, 
including the penalty. 

You will notice that it is printed 
on the right h#nd corner at the 
bottom of your card, “Cashier’s 
Stub”. This is to be sent in with 
your check or money order if you 
send in your bill, and you will re¬ 
tain the other half of the bill for 
your record of payment. 

METER READING 
It is requested again that you 

be consistent in reading your 
meter and sending in the card 

* on the first of the month. This 
will save many hours of wasted 
time which is required to com¬ 
pute your hills for two or three 
months if you fail to read your 
meter and send the card in on 
time. 

NEW EQUIPMENT 
During the last month, we have 

received and put into operation two 
new trucks. One is a three-fourths 
ton Chevrolet pick-up, which is now 
used for right-of-way, and the oth¬ 
er is a one-ton Chevrolet, equipped 
with a utility body, a front end 
“A” frame and a digger which will 
aid in building short member ex¬ 
tensions. 

RADIO 

On October 29, at 2:50 p.m. our j 
radio station W R W Y received a 
call from one of our mobile units 
that one of our employees, Charles 
Wherley, was hurt while unloading 
poles. An ambulance and a doctor 
were immediately secured and 
taken to the location of the acci¬ 
dent where precautions had been 
taken in order to make the patient 
comfortable as well as not irritate 
or further the injury. At 3:05 p.m. 
Mrs. Wherley was in the ambul¬ 
ance and on his way to the hospital 
for X-rays to see if he had any 
broken bones. The X-rays showed 
no broken bones and Mr. Wherley 
is now up, but he has not returned 
to work as yet. We think that Mr. 
Wherley will join us in saying that 
if the injury had been serious, that 
the time factor saved by our FM 
radio would have paid big divi¬ 
dends. 

Around the middle of Novem¬ 
ber, each member will receive 
a copy of our WATTS-NEWS, 
and special attention should be 
given to the article in regards 
to the new policy on non-read 
meters and other pertinent 
facts, also the penalty involved 
in non-reading of meters. 

GET ADVICE FIRST 
The first of December, a list of 

all the members who fail to read 
their meters will be published. So 
make sure your name is not among 

*them. 
Many members who were con¬ 

nected to rural electric lines four to 
eight years ago now find them¬ 
selves using their service for jobs 
that they never dreamed of, origin- 
ally. , 

As a result, a poorly-planned and 
inadequate wiring system is not 
now capable of carrying such a 
heavy load with efficiency and 
safety. 

If you are wiring for the first 
time, it is a good idea to ask your 
neighbor who has had electric pow¬ 
er, or feel free to contact your elec¬ 
trification advisor for hints on how 
to wire properly in the beginning. It 

.will often save you eostly additions 
and changes. 

How To Improve Life On 
Farm Through Electricity 
Is Theme of Conference 

Farmers had their “day and say” 
in open forum when the mechanical 
wonders of the present farm elec¬ 
trification age came up for critical 
review before agriculture’s power 
minded experts. The occasion was 
the third annual National Farm 
Electrification Conference, held in 
Chicago, November 17 -19. 

As usual, the experts—educators, 
industrialists, merchants, publish¬ 
ers—occupied prominent places on 
the speakers’ rostrum. But, this 
year they had company—a practical 
dirt farmer, who discussed his “be¬ 
fore and after” experiences with 
farming electrically, and four 
equally practical farm women, 
whose common subject was: 
“Changes electricity has brought 
about on our farm and in our home 
community.” 

Members of this farm group were 
L. M. Knox, Morrison; Mrs. Edith 
Kays, Ottawa; Mrs. Clara Talleur, 
Greenville, and Mrs. C. R. Watters, 
Dwight, all of Illinois, and Mrs. 
Helen Warns of Walbridge; Mrs. 
Kays and Mrs. Tallour are directors 
of Rural Electric Cooperatives. 

In their talks, they represented a 
total of more than 4,000,000 farm 
people whose homes and buildings 
now are receiving electricity, and 
who have invested approximately 
$2,000,000,000 in having such struc¬ 
tures wired and electrically equipp¬ 
ed. 

Approximately 500 farm electrifi¬ 
cation leaders attended the Confer¬ 
ence, including Co-op Managers 
and directors from Illinois. As in 
past years, the objective of the 
Conference was “to bring together 
in conference individuals and 
groups interested in raising farm 
living standards and reducing costs 
by increasing the profitable uses 
of electricity on farms.” The 1948 
Theme was — Meeting the Farm 
Family’s Needs Electrically.” 

H. P. Rusk, dean and director of 
the University of Illinois, College 
of Agriculture, was elected chair¬ 
man of next years conference. 

Washington Report 
From Page Two 

that Congressman's operations 
for the private power lobby 
were revealed, was Rep. For¬ 
rest Harness of Indiana, who 
started his own investigation. 
Harness accused agencies of 
the Federal Government of 
lobbying for reclamation along 
with public health and housing. 
At the same time, he was 
charged with permitting actual 
lobbies to steer his action. 

It was Harness who led the 
move to oust Reclamation 
Commissioner Michael W. 
Straus, by getting a rider into 
the Interior Appropriations Bill 

forbidding payment of Straus’s 
salary from the funds. The 
voters in Harness district de¬ 
cided they didn’t want him to 
represent them any longer. 

Getting the same treat¬ 
ment from his constituents 
was Rep. Robert Rockwell, 
Colo. Accused by newspaper 
columnist Drew Pearson of 
doing “more for the power 
lobby than for the people of 
Colorado,” Rockwell got the 
dubious credit of authoring 
a bill bearing his name which 
would have raised the rates 
on Federally-generated pow¬ 
er by forcing repayment of 
loans for Reclamation dams 
in 50 years instead of the 
78 year period allowed under 
existing law. 
Add to these Congressmen 

the names of Representatives 
Ploeser (Mo.) Knutson 
(Minn.) and Grant (Ind.), all 
of whom led anti-cooperative 
committee persecutions during 
the last 18 months, and were 
likewise defeated in elections 
November 2. 

Rural people getting electri¬ 
city cooperatively won’t join 
profit utility lobbyists in mourn¬ 
ing the loss of power of these 
men. 

The shortage of power which 
farmers all over the country 
have felt as their lights have 
gone out, power has been shut 
off during the milking hours, or 
their cooperative has urged 
them to curtail use of electricity 
during certain hours is not get¬ 
ting any better. As a matter of 
fact, even the Edison Electric 
Institute, a private utility or¬ 
ganization which has been 
denying that a power shortage 
exists in order to fight the 
Federal development of water 
power, recently announced 
power generated compared to 
that needed will be lower this 
winter than ever before. 

In most cases rural people 
are harder hit by the shortage 
than anybody else. Their use 
of electric power has increased 
tremendously during the past 
few years while urban home 
use has remained relatively 
constant. M a power company 
doesn’t have enough power to 
go around, the increased de¬ 
mand of the farmer is likely to 
be cut first. 

Electrification Continues 
(From Page One) 

station service since 1935 and 
of these 53.2 per cent are 
served by REA-financed lines. 

REA’s survey shows that 
the greatest gains in farm 
electrification during the fis¬ 
cal year were made in the 
southern and middle western 
states. Record loans for con¬ 
struction in the Great Plains 
are resulting in greatly 
accelerated activity there as 

| the year dosed. Yet most 
of the unelectrified farms 
are located in the Great 
Plains and southern states, 
the survey reveals. 
Commenting on the progress 

of farm electrification, Admin¬ 
istrator Claude R. Wickard 
said: * 

“The progress in 1948 was 
mos£. gratifying, but we cannot 
afford to slacken our efforts 
with 1,800,000 farms and per¬ 
haps as many other rural es¬ 
tablishments still without elec¬ 
tricity. 
ENTITLED 

“Those unserved people are 
as much entitled to electric 
power as those who already 
have it. But bringing electricity 
to them will challenge the in¬ 
genuity of all engineers and 
power suppliers interested in 
this field. Many of the farms 
are located in sparsely settled 
areas, and many in areas of 
rugged terrain. 

“The problem of converting 
those farms to the highline is 
paralleled by the growing prob¬ 
lem of providing adequate 
power for those already served. 
Average consumption of power 
on the farm is increasing at a 
rapid rate. A substantial part 
of our work in the future, 
therefore, must be in heavying- 
up existing systems and other¬ 
wise improving facilities for 
greater capacity. Many REA- 
financed systems now are en¬ 
gaged in this work. 

“The national power short- 
expansion of rural power ser¬ 
vice. Some applications for 
line construction now pending 
cannot be approved because 
there is no power available in 
the area. 
FACE PROBLEM 

“REA cooperatives in many 
areas are finding it impossible 
to purchase from present sup¬ 
pliers the additional amounts of 
power they need as the con¬ 
sumption of present consumers 
increase. This power shortage, 
judging from its impact upon 
the rural electrification program 
is growing more acute.’’ 

MANAGER L. C. MARVEL of 
Western Illinois Electric Cooper¬ 
ative of Carthage cheeks voltage 
at new, eo-op substation three 
miles northwest ©f Etreston. 

The station has 1,000 KVA cap¬ 
acity and a spare 333 KVA trans¬ 
former for emergencies. The in¬ 
stallation haa Improved low volt¬ 
age conditions in the area and 

will eventually service about 2,000 
of the members of Western Illi¬ 
nois. About 600 members in the 
northwestren area are hooked into 
the station at the present. 

NEWS FROM 
Illinois Valley 

Princeton, 111. 

JOHN H. WOLFE, Mgr. 

Mailing Address: 439 South 
Main Street 

Telephone: 135 
Office ours: 8:00 A. M. to 5 

P. M. (Monday through Sat¬ 
urday) 

Telephone Numbers for Out¬ 
ages: 
In case of interrupted service 

at any time other that the regu¬ 
lar office hours, call one of the 
following numbers: 

Milford Jontz, General Fore¬ 
man, Phone 288, Princeton * 

Floyd Christiansen, Mainten¬ 
ance Foreman, Phone 2889, 
Princeton 

Illinois Valley Electric Cooper¬ 
ative, Inc., was represented at the 
National Farm Electrification Con- 

feren.ee held 
November 17, 18 
and 19, at the 
Congress H o t el 
in Chicago, by 
F. I. Ruble, 

manager; Mrs. 
Edith Kays, sec- 
r e t a r y of the 
Board of Direc¬ 
tors ; and Mrs. 

John H. Wolfe Madge Nye. Mrs. 
Kays was one of a panel of four 
women which composed a discus¬ 
sion group on “Changes Electri¬ 
city Has Brought About on Our 
Farm and in Our Community.” 

One of our employees, Milford 
“Bud” Jontz, recently sustained a 
foot injury in a fall at his home. 
Bud, our general foreman, was 
awakened before daybreak one 
morning by the telephone bell. In 
his haste to answer before the 
continued ringing should waken 
his children, and also prompted 
by a desire to receive the message 
and dispatch the trouble crew as 
hastily as possible, Bud rushed 
across the darkened room to the 
telephone and in so doing stumbled 
and fell. Examination disclosed 
that two toes of his left foot had 
been broken, along with painful 
bruises. 

The ciall proved to be not an 
emergency outage. It was a rou¬ 
tine service matter which could 
have been discussed with any 
member of the office staff at any 
time during the day. We cite this 
merely to impress on our consum¬ 
ers the fact that while the entire 
Cooperative personnel is happy to 
cooperate in an emrgeney at any 
hour of the day or night, we ask 
that calls which can be made dur¬ 
ing the day be limited to that time 
and to the office telephone. 

LIST REVISED 
The Illinois REA News mailing 

list has been reconciled to the 
current consumer list and all per¬ 
sons now billed and holding cur¬ 
rent memberships should be re¬ 
ceiving monthly issues of this in¬ 
teresting publication. If you know 
of anyone who is eligible for the 
Illinois REA News and is not re¬ 
ceiving it, kindly notify the office 
at once. 

NEW PROCEDURE 
Notice has been received of the 

delivery date of our new billing 
and bookkeeping equipment. Be¬ 
ginning this month, the new mach¬ 
ine will be in operation and should 
result in a considerable saving to 
your cooperative. To make this 
machine billing effective as a time 
saver, we must have meter cards 
promptly. 

Under the old handbilling, our 
clerks have billed in blocks of 100 
and were enabled to complete the 
work on schedule. Late meter 
cards under the new method will 
mean a late start in billing and 
may result in late mailing of 
statements, shortening the penalty 
period. This will work to our 
mutual disadvantage; so we ask 
for PROMPT RETURN OF ME¬ 
TER CARDS. Thank you! 

Meter Card Notations 
“Enjoyed your September 28 

meeting (Annual Meeting) ■ and 
think you are doing fine work.” 
James Hite, Ottawa. 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Norman 
of Dahinda, requested early bill¬ 
ing as they were leaving for a 
visit in Nashville, Tenn. 

Homer Hawkins, one of our con¬ 
sumers living a short distance 
southeast of Princeton, reported 
that his daughter, Mrs. Isenberg, 
was forced to bring her car to a 
sudden stop near his home one 
evening recently to avoid hitting 
a large deer which leaped from the 
thicket at the side of the highway. 


